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Abomnginal Reserve at Lake Alexandrina, 397
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“ Report agreed to, 532

“ Read a third time and passed, 538, 562

" Amendments 1n, §76

“ Reserved for Her Majesty’s pleasure, 524
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“ Letters for sent to Sydney, 3568
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‘“  Meeung relative to, 537
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Agricultural and Horticultural Society, petition from for
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[ « ordered to be printed, 47

“ Aboniginal reserve at, 397
Angas, Hon G F A, leave of absence {0, 4
Angaston, defalcation of Clerk of Local Court at, 332, 344
Anstey’s Hull, petition from residents of, 471
Appropriation Bill, read a first time, 477, 536

“ Read a second time 520, 555

o Read a third time and passed, 538, 262
“ Amendments un, 676
“ Assented to by Governor, 618

Armed force, organization of, 338, 360
“ Estimate for, 406
Artesian wells, expenditure on, 92, 103
Artillery, defensive, supply of, £07
e Heavy, Estimate for, 42Y
Aassembly, House of, days of meeting of, 26
. Bells of, 32, 331

¢ Adjournment of, 62, 218, 404

“ Appointment of Committees of, 293

“ Intimidation of members of, 427
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¢ Act, leases under, 110, 167

s ** Payments under, 374, 614, 616
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o Amendments in agreed to, 385
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“ Report of Committee upon petition of,
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Majesty by, 31
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Rarner Ranges, expedition to, 203, 277
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“ Salaries connected with, 239
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Burra, telegraphic communication to, 183
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Cape Jervis, extension of telegraph to, 287
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Central Road Board, rules for gmdance of, 4, 104, 361
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" Resignation of Commissioner of Crown
Lands as member of, 337

s Returnsg relative to, 145

. Expenditwie by, 177

(= Expenditure on main roads, 202

“ Correspondence with, 317

“ Employment of stationmen by, 374,
410, 547

Chamber of Commerce, petition from, 232, 287, 521
Chambe1s and Finke, mineral leases to, 264, 296, 297, 310,
316, 327, 331, 332, 347, 373, 374, 422, 444, 520
Chambers, Stuart, and Finke, memorial trom, 469
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o Fees of, as member of Harbor Trust, 92
" Discussion on position of, as member of
Harbor Trust, 111
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City, election of member for, 4
" Return to wnt, 52
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o Ordered to be printed, 10
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Colomal Defences, correspondence relative to, 433
Colomgl Storekeeper, late, petition from, 121
o Ordered to be printed, 18%
“ Consideration of, 251
Comumittes, appointment of, 293, 331
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Continent, crossing the, reward for, 401
“ Estimate for, 421
Conveyancing, cost of, 647
Coro steamer, arrangements relative to, 79
" Neglect to call for mail at Glenelg, 96, 103
Cornaacks, removal of duty on, 152, 448
. Petation for drawback on, 410
Corporations, retyrng relating to, 32
Count out, 25
Coxall, Mr, petition of, 565, §02
Crown, the, grants from, of land, 92, 146
Crown Lands, survey of, grant for, 158
s Commussioner of, views on immigration, 317
“ Resignation of, 318
Appointinent of 318, 410
Resignation of a8 member of
Cungral Road Board, 337
Attempt to tamper with,
410, 422
Custom House forms, petition relatiye to, 237, 238
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Q report on, 291
« Witnesses relfnll)ve to, 318
Extension ot time for report on, 372
“ Report of Commuttee on, 433, 463
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“ Seizures by, 323
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" “ Read a second time, 405, 466,
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Report of Compittee agreed
to, 421
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ecommittal of, 448
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passed, 551

Assented tofby Governor, 618
Cutlnll-road, expenditure on, 48
. Return of expenditure on, 96
Davis, A H, pctition from, 4, 5
“ Botion to print negatived, 9
Pefences of the Colony, naval and mihtary, 102
“ Correspondence relative to, 433
Depastunng Licences within Huudreds, 65
Destitute Board, correspondence with the Government, 136
Distillation Act Amengdment Bull, leave to introduce, 124, 187
“ Read a fust time, 121,
396 56§
e Withdrawal of, 176
Read a second time, 428
Consideration m Com-
miftee, 432, 488 515
Petation agarnst, 453
Amendments agreed to,
539

Report agreed to, 556

- Read @ third time and
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“ Thrown out, 582

Distillation, Bill relative to, 80, 102, 338, 373
s Repeal of Acts rcdating to, 239
Dastillation, fiee, discussion upon, 61, 85
“ Adjourned de! ate on, 113
Divisigns, standing orders relative to, 235
Duplicate Land Grants, 177
East Forrens District Counctl, corrgapondence with, 318
Rastern Road, expenditure upon, 111
¥chunga, telegraph to, 238
Election of Members, 586
Electoral Act, duties of Returning Ofhicers under, 36
e New, 239, 306
" Amendment Bill, leave to introduce, 471
1 Read o first time, 474, 565
Repd a second hine, 517, 580
Consideration 1n Committee,
532, 542, 580
Report agreed to, 556
Read a third timeand passed,
576, 585
Amendments agreed to, 596
Assented to by the Governor,
618
FElectoral Returns, notices to electors, 164
Emerson, Mr, and Lands 1:tles Office, 218
Emgration Agency in England, expenses connected with, 111
Emigration Agent in England, particulars of appomtment
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of, 62
" Instructions to, 137, 467
" Correspondence with, §14

Emigration Returns, ¢
Encounter Bay, disputed boundaties in, 334
“ Dustrict, nterpolationg by Capt Frome, 445,
English Mal, telegrapnic messages respecting, 27
“ Tine of shipment on bvard Coi10, 102
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Freeling, the Hon Major, resignation of, 5717, 585
Friendly Societies, returns of, 4
‘ Pctition drom, 49

TFrost & Watson, action ag unst, fo breach of cantiact, 591
Gaol, prisoners 1n, 316
Gawler Town R:\&lway. address for Buil to extend, 291
Gawler lown und Greenock, petition for repan of road be-

tween, 467
Gawler Town, returns of Corporation of, 32
Gawler, trains to and from, 32, 245
Geological Survey of thie Colony, 10, 593
Glenelg, returns of Corporation of, 32

“ 7 Breakwatcr at, 39, 244

* Bupplementary mail left at, 19

‘  Iafeboatat, 297, 331
Glenelg Jetty, cost of erection of, 4

: Laght a*, 337, 384, 455, 506, 513
Glenelg, landing matls at, 37
Glyde, Mr, explanation by, 591
Glynde, petition from inhabitants of, 409
" Ordered to be printed, 424
Gold, search for, 255
Goolwa, petition for railway to, 96 4
Goolwa and Stiathalbyn lramway, Commttee totake evi-
dente on, 25

* Bill to authonse con-
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on, 384
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¢ It
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* *  Return of 39
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Goveinor, Speech ot on opening Parliament 1
¢ Proroguing Parliament, 619
Governor s Address 1eply to, 3, 4, v, 10 12,24
“ Presentation of, 25, 3¢
Grain, stored, disposal of, 36
Grand Junction Station, closing of, 217
Grand Juries, motion for leave to 1ntroduce a bill to revive,
105
Grand trunk lines, surveys for, 446, 566
Grass-seeds, removal of duty on, 152
Great Hastern-road, petition from 1esidents on, 198
* Ordered to be printed, 423
Great Notth Line-road, repars of, 453
“ Petition relative to, 471
Greenhil-10ad, petition from residetits near, 238
“ Petition to proclaim a main road, 254,
264

“ Ordered to be printed 2718

“ Motion for grant foi, 372, 384, 395
Greenock Cieck, petition from residents of 477
Gumeracha, petition from residents of, 471
Gwynne, M1 Justice, resignation of, 577, adl, 585
Hamulton, railway plans to, 293
« Hansard,”' 1he, contract tor, (55, 455
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Harbor Trust, rcturns of, 4
“ Mcmbers ot, 11

“ Message from the Governor relative to, 50
o Chief Secretary, member of, 79, 188

“ Remuneration of members, 92

“ * Recerpts and expenditine of, 136

“ Salaries to officers of, 372

o Map relative to, 604

Harmonic Society, petition for suitable building for, 38, 249
Harrison, James, pctition from, 136
Hart, Captain Joln, vacation of seat by, 556
Highbury, petition from residents of, 471
Hindmarsh, petition tor Local Court at, 78
“ “ Ordered to be printed, 135, 223

¢ Duplicate land grants at, 177
“ Local Court at, 249, 269
“ Operations of Impounding Act 1n, 547

Hindmarsh Island, ferry to, 8
Hindmarsh, Mr John, wouveyance of land from to the Go-
vernment, 445 N
Hindmarsh Valley, disputed roads in, 42
“ Disputed boundaries 1n, 384
Holidays at public offices, 79
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able building, 38, 249
Hosprtal, (Ja.sualfty. at Port Adelaide, 396
Houghton, petition fromn residents 3f‘ 471
Houses ¢f Parliament, land npear, 2
“ Atca ot reserve, 29
ITundreds, depasturing licences within, 65, 255 379
Hutchinson, Y B, and Magstrates it Port Liliot, 602
Irmmigrants, returns relating tQ, 28, 62
- ornated, 214
“ nspection of, 666, 598
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Immigration, suspension of, 80, 187, 189
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» 474, 585
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Assented to by the Governor, 618
Indian Rehef Fund, despatches relating to, 31
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Read a third tsme and passed, 224, 276
Amcndments agieed to, 338
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Read a fust time, 101, 171, 327
Read a second time, 159, 276
Consideration in Commuttee, 159, 153
Adoption of report, 189
R(ﬁd a third time and pwsed, 224, 276,
7
Assented to by the Governo, 618
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Insolvent Act, returns connected with 38, 255, 447, 455
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“ Amendment Bill, leave to mtroduce, 256
s Rerd a first tone, 259, 535
Read 2 second tune 323, 564
Amendments agreed to, 595
Consideration 1n Commuittee,
326, 344, 362, 410, 155 564
Report agieed to, 500 517
Readathird time and passcd,
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332 580

* o Assented to by .the Gover-
nor, 618

“ Appomtment of Comumittee on, 374, 386

v Progressieport of Commttee, 410

" Extcnsion of time tor 1eport, 433, 533
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Insolvent Court, returns rcTatmg to, 8
Inspectoi of Sheep’s Departinent, officers connectea with,

398
Institute, South Austiahian, site of, 11, 49
“ Papers connected with, 456
Intircolonial irade, extent of, 28
“ Retuins relative to, 187
Interpretation of Acts of Parhament 131]), read a first time,
471, 505

Read asccond time,

514, 518
Considetation 1

Cogpnnttee, 514,

518, 555
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Interptetation of Actsof Paihament Bill report agreed to, 532
e Read 2 third time,
ind passed, 528,

562
“ Amendments  1m,
576
Intimndation of Members of Assembly, 427
Iron Moulders, importation of, 591 —
James Jardine, uniuigrants by, 447, 455
Jervis Cape, ¢xtension of telgeaph to, 287
Joint-Stock éomp untes, limited habilities of, 452, 508 '
Kangaroo Island, 1elegraph to, eztimated cost of, 8
* Submarine telegraph to, 37, 296, 387
Kapunda, survey to, 52
u Prosecution of railway to, 166

“ Extension of railnay north of, 139

“ Surveys for extension of ralway north of, 202
“ Rulway, extension of to the Burra, 235

“ Rajlway to, 249, 313, 376

“ Telcgraphic messages at, 215

" Railway plans to, 293

¢ 1etminus at, 373

o Railway Cerminus Bill, transmitted by s Ex
celluncy, 406

Read a first time, 406, 535

Referred to a Select Com-
mittee, 406 .

Extension of tume to re-
port, 421

eport upon, 453

Read a second time, 478,
515, 562

Cons.dered in Commujtee,
515

Report agieed to, 532

Read a thiwrd tume and
passed, 538, 330

Amcndments agreed to,

595

b o Assented to by the Go-
vernol, 618

“ Petition from residents of, 562

Kensington aud Norwood, retarns of Corporatiot of, 32
District Counall, petitton trom,

254

Kooringa, informations at Local Court at, 166
Laboring classes, want of employuent by, 66
Lacipede and uvoli By reporton, and chart of, 4
I.wnd acquired by the Govelnment, cost of conveyance of, 547
Land Grants {rdm the Ciown, 92, 145

« Duplicate, 177

. Act, despatches relative fo, 187

‘- Issue of, 200
Tand Saleg, Government, dates of, 247
Lands iitles Registration, grant {or, 158
Larceny, Bill to consohdate the laws relating to, 5

° Read a first time, 31, 242

“ Read a second time, 50, 201, 298

i Consider ition in Commuttee, 152, 164, 298

« Read a.tlurd time and passed 2338 329

e Report ot Committec agiced to, 326

“ Amendments agreed to” 421

“ Assented to by the Governor 618
Legislative Council, days ot meeting of, 4 5

v Standimng orders of, 103
Level Crossings, gates at, 217
Library Comuntttce of Assembly, re appointmentof, 50
« Power toconter with Com-

mittee of Counci, 50
TLacences to cut Timber, 447
Light and Gawler, 10ad between, repairs of, 453
Limited Liabilitu's of Joint Stock Companies, 402
Landsay, Mr, leave of absence to, 3186
Local Manine Boaiq, salaines of ofhicers of, 259
Lucerne, Clover, Taies, &c, duty ov, 12, 47
Lunatic Asylum, enlargement of, 553, 577, 581, 599
¢ frection of new, 599
Lyndoch Valley, petition relating to road from, toNutiootpa,
376
“ TRoad to, from Mount Crawford, 393
Macclesfield, telegraph to, 288
Mack iy, Mr, letter fiom to Commssionér of Crown Lands,
422

Magiil Road, petition fror mhabitants of, 398
Matl Servige, correspondence with I’ & O Company, 357
Mail s :pplementary, left behind, 79
Mail Guards on South road, 239

“ Petition for continuance of, 266, 287

“ Re appuintment of, 386, 451
Mauls, landing ot at Glenelg, 37

« Conveyance of knghsh to Nepean Bay, 149

Main Lincs ot Roads, expenditure on, 166
Main Roads, settlement of 28

« Fxpenditure on, 202
“ Bill, to deline, 297

“ Leave to introdnce, 405

Read a first tune, 405
lhrown out, 483 '
YVotes on 489
Mansfield, 1 P, pctition from, 122, 136 i
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Patents Bill, read a thurd tirae and passed, 455, 553,
Amendments 1, 561, 577
s Assented to by the Governor 618

Paynebam, petition from nhabitants of, 409
Penivsula and Onental Company, correspondence with, 357
Penola, petition trom inhabitants of, 202

* QOrdered to be printed, 217

*  Telegraph from to Mcunt Gambuer, 288, 293, 337, 421
Pensioners within the Province, return of, 397
Person, Offences aganst the, Bill to consohdate the laws re-

Iating to, 31

e Read a first time, 31, 242

“ Read a second time, 50, 298

“ Congideration 1n Commuittee,
151, 223, 238, 259

“ Report agreed to, 300

“ Amendments 1n, 371, 398, 521,
538

“ Assented by Governor, €18

Peto, Sir Morton, communication from, 176
Petne Mrs Ana, motion for grant to, 27, 4
Pllosoplucal Socxety, petition from for suxtable building, 38
249
Phraseology, Legal, 199
Police Estimate for, 406, 433
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Read a first time, 127, 397

“ Debate upon, 242, 259

“ Read a second tlme, 262

“ Consideration 1n Committee, 262, 364, 386
“ Report agreed to, 96

b Read a third time and passed, 398

L Thrown out, 408
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Bridge at, 27
o Mex‘chants of, petition from, 237, 238

© ordered to be printed, 264
« Casualty Hospatal at, 396

“ Lines of streets in, 433, 445, 527

" Custom House at, tender tor, 689

. Immigation Agent at, 604

Port Emot road from to Abbott's Track, 26
Expenditure on, 48
. Return of expendxture on, 96

Port Elhot, decision of Magistrates at, 602

Port Ra1'Way, laborers on, 288

Postal arrangements, 5, 433

Powder Magazine, ammumdtion 1n, 507

Press messages to Melbourne, 358

Prisouvers 1n Gaol, 316

Privilege, question of, 136, 187, 232, 277

Property, Mahcious Offences against, Bill to consolidate the
laws relating to, 100
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mittee, 159, 178, 259
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“ Read a third time and
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“ Assented to by the Go-
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lating to, 31|
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“ Read a second time, 50, 224, 304

“ Consideration 1n Commxttee, 94
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“ Read a third time and passed,
201, 259, 408
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"Read a first time, 330, 408

“ Read a second time, 379, 453

u“ Consideration 1n Commattee, 379
" Report agreed to, 385

“ Read a third time and passed, 396

Public Offices, holiday at, 79, 102

Public Service, regulations of 166, 187

Publhe Works, report of, 4, 604
Expendxture on, 29

¢ Returns of, 32 ,

« Delay 1 prosecution of, 39, 66

“ Plans, Eeclﬁcauons, and estimates for, 43
Railway, South Australian, returns relative to, 129

Salaries connected with, 255
¢ to the Port, laborers on, 288
Railway Commmsloners Bull, read first time, 26, 275
Read a second tire, 96, 203, 317

“ Consideration an Commlttee, 204,
223, 242, 317

u“ Report agreed to, 259

“ Read a third time and paseed,
270, 329

Ratlway Commlsswners Bill, amendments agreed to, 338
Assented to by the Governor,
618
Railway Station, Goods Shed at, 29
Rallways Chief Engineer of, emoluments of, 47, 62
Issue of Bonds for 465
“ Destruction of rails on, 471

v Section plans of, 36

< Receipts and expenditure of, 136
“ Trunk lines of, surveys for, 474
“ Leasing of, 602

Real Property Act, provisions of, 41
Returns relative to, 136, 358, 455, 474, 506

“ Correspondence relative to, 166

“ Despatches relative to, 187, 249, 450

“ Fees connected with, 452, 590

e Conveyance of property to Government
under, 496

Redruth, informations at Local Court at, 166

“ Petation for bridge over creek at, 176

e Police Court, cases at, 239

«“ Bridge at, 247, 268, 275

“ Petition from Clerk of Local Court at, 373, 387
Reglstrar General, lecture by, 186

Department of, returns relative to, 323,
514, 528
“ Annual report from, 358
Registration of Patents Bill, introduction of, 264, 297, 363
Read a first tlme 384, 452

* Read a second time, 424, 521

“ Considération 1m Commlttee.
424, 444, 521, 535

* Adoption of report, 449

« Reué) a third time and passed,
455, 653

“ Amendments 1, 561, 577

“ Assgented to by Governor, 618

Reporters, conveyance of, by pilot-boats, 604
Responslble Government duties of members of, 111
Contracts by members of, 235, 250
Revenue and Expenditure, statement of, 24, 452
Reyhn, Wulxam petition from, 121
Ordered to be printed, 187

“ Consideration of, 251
Rafles, Enfield, distribution of, 433, 526
Rlvert,on, etition for telegraph station at, 232

’felegraph station at, 265, 293 -
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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN

PARLTAMENTARY DEBATES.

THIRD SESSION,
OPENED ON FRIDAY, APRIL 29, 1859,

O~ Fniday, Apul 29, 1859, the Parhiament of South
Austialia was opened in due foom by His Bxcel-
lency the Governor-in-Chief The hour fixed for the
ceremony was 12 o’clock, but long before that time
hon members began to gather very thickly, and at
12 (the precise mmute when the Speaker took the
chan), nearly the whole of the members were mn then
scats The only absentees were Mesuis Scammell,
Collinson, Lindsay, Aundrews, Reynolds, and Hait ,
the last named hon member subsequently entering
the House After the Speaker had taken his seat, the
Clerk read the usual Gazette Proclamation

+ At twenty miutes past 12 o’clock, a shnll blast
from a militmy trumpet outside the building an-
nounced the arrival of His Excellency, and in a few
nimutes a messenger appeaied, requesting the atten-
dance of hon members at the Bm of the Legslative
Council  His Eaxcellency, who was attended by his
usual suite, then 1cad the following addiess —

HoYORABLE GEINTLLMLN OF THL LEGISTATIVE

CouxciL, AND GLNTLEMEN OF THL HOUSE OF
ASSEMBLY —

1 I have called you together at this early period
tn consequence of the alteration 1n the commence-
ment of the financmal year adopted by you duning the
last Session, which 1equures that piovision for the
public expenditwre should be made puior to the 1st
of July, mnstead of the 1st Januaiy, as m previous
yeais

2 I am gratified in being able to state, that not-
withstanding the existence of difficulties affecting
patticular classes, the commercial state of the colony
—as mdicated by the amount of exports and impor ts—
18 of a satisfactory chawacter , and that there 1s every
prospect of the estimated amount of revenue bewng
exceeded by the actual receipts

3 The views thus expressed, on the generally satis-
factory condition of the province, e corroboiated by
the steady mncrease of the ieceipts fiom the Post
Oflice, Telegraphs, and Railways

4 The recent discovery of extensive and valuable
mineral deposits to the noith of Port Augusta will, I

trust, at no distant date, add new souices of wealth
to those alieady developed, and yet fuither extend
the field for the employment of labor within the pro-
vince

GENTLEMTN OF THE HOUSF OF ASSEMBLY—

5 I have dnected the Estimates for the ensuing
year to be lmd before you at the commencement of
the Session  They have been piepaied with a careful
regard to economy, and will be found to exlubit
savings on the Dstablishments, as previously autho-
11sed, of upwairds of £11,000, though this will be
pattially counter balanced by the mncrease 1 paiticula
Departments, aheady sanctioned by the Legislatwie,
o1 consequent upon the increased requirements of the
colony  Still, there will be on the whole of the Es-
tablishments a considerable saving, as compaied with
their cost durmg the previous year

HONORABLE GENTLEMEN AND GENTLEMFN—

6 Asapait of the saving abovealluded to 18 secured
by retaining upon the Estimates only that portion of
the Police Force which can be regarded as mamtamed
for the benefit of the colony at lage, 1t will be 1m-
portant that you should consider the expediency of
such legislation as may enable the vaiious munica
pahtads and districts 1n the colony to 1a1se a1ate for
the support of a Local Police

7 T deeply regiet that theie should have been,
duting the last few months, a want of employment
for a portion of the commumty, which has compelled
my Government to interfere for the pumipose of pro-
viding for their temporamy occupation and support
I have, however, much giatification in believing that
the suiplus of labor 1s being gradually absorbed by
private employers, and I trust that the active and 1m-
telhgent supervision now exercised by the Enugration
Agent in England in the selection of emigiants will
result 1n securing a class better swmted for the requne-
ments of the colony Instiuctions have, however,
been given to the Enugiation Agent to allow two
months to elapse between the saling of each emgrant
vessel, and to postpone the dispatch of any additional
laborers until o time of the year when then ariival



3] PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES, ArmiL 29, 1859 4

may comncide with the peuod of greatest demand for
labor  In this manner we may hope to secwie that
moderate annual crease to om population of swit-
able emigiants, which 18 so impoitant to the pro-
gress ands welfare of the colony, without any danger
of even a temporary surplus ansmg fiom this source

8 With a view to enable the southein poition of
the colony to shaie mn the impioved means of com-
munication which aie now enjoyed by those paits to
the noith of Adelaide, 1t 1s pioposed to extend the
Port Elliot and Goolwa Thamway to Stiathalbyn
should the amount of traflic prove to be sufficient to
wailant this expenditme The whole of the plans
and details of the pioposed worl will be submitted to
you, and you will be wvited to take evidence as to
the probable amount of tiafic  Anticipating that
the 1esult of such evidence will be favorable to the
proposed undettaking, a Bill has been prepared
authouzing the 1asing by loan of two-thirds of the
requisite expenditure, and I have caused provision to
be made upon the Estimates for the 1emamndet

9 Among the measues which will be laid befoie
you, I would specify a Bill for ascertaming, by a
Ceusus, the number of the population of the colouy,
a Bill for transferring to the Commissioner of Public
Works the powers and duties of the South Aus-
tralian Ralway Commussioners, a Bill for mcluding
1n one schedule, and defimng the whole of the mam
roads of the province, which are at present desciibed
m three separate Acts, a Bill for 1egistering designs,
and, by patent, the sole rights of inventois 1n the
use of then inventions, a Bill to amend the piesent
Insolvent Act, and Bills to consolidate and amend
the Criminal Law of this Province

10 T have not felt myself justified in proposing
the mntroduction of any measme for 1emoving the
existing restrictions on distillation  The advantages
anticipated fiom such a step have not appeared to
my Goveinment sufficient to waizant them m ncu-
ung the 11sk of duminishing the 1evenue on the one
hand, or in having 1ccourse to the imposition of new
and burdensome taxes, on the othe:, unless the elec-
tors of the province—after the question, 1n all 1ts
beaiings, shall have been submutted to them at the
next general election—shall pionounce an opinion 1n
favor of sucha change It will, however, be necessary,
with a view to the efficient working of the “ Act to
encourage the cultwe of the Vine 1 South Austialia,”
to consohdate and amend the existing laws affecting
distillation, and a Bill will be introduced to yon for
that purpose

11 T now declare tlus session to be opened

On the conclusion of the addiess a copy was pre-
sented to the hon the Speaker of the House of As-
sembly, after which His Excellency and swite 1etired

_———————-
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

PROROGATION OF PARLTAMENT

The Cletk of the Council (prion to the arrtval of His Ex-
cellency), read the proclamation in the Government Gazette,
prorogumg Pailiament t1ll 29th April

REPLY 10 HIS EXCELLENCY S ADDRESS

After the departute of His Excellency, the address was
agam read to the Council by the President

The Hon the CHIEF SLCRIJLARY moved that a Select
Commuttee be appointed to consider His Facellency’s ad-

dress, and to prepare a reply thereto The following mem-
bets were elected by ballot for that purpose —Lhe Hon the
Chief Secrctaiy, Messrs DMorphett, Ayers, Bagot and
Forster , the Commuttee to report on the following Tuesday
THE HON G F ANGAS

The PRESIDENT read a letter which he had recerved from
the Boun G I Angas, requesting a further leave of
absence for 12 months, and upon thc motion of the Hon H
AxFRS, scconded by the Hon Major FREELING, Mr Augas’s
leave of absence was extended till the following 8th De-

cember
STANDING ORLDERS COMMIITEE
The Hon the CHILF SECRE[ARY gave notice that on
the following [uesday, he should move that the Hon the
President, and Messrs Moiphett and Dasvenport, form the
Standing Orders Commuttee for ths preseat session
DAYS OF MEETING
The Hon Major O'HALLORAN gave notice that on the
following Tuesday be should move that the days of meet-

g of the Council be fuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday in |

each week, at 1 o-lock
CRIMEAN I'ROPHIES
The Hon Major O'HALLORAN gave notice that on the
tollowing Iunesday he should ask the Cluct Secretary what
steps the Ministry proposed to take with reference to the
Crimean Trophis, nwhich had been sent to ths colony as a
present from Her Majesty, and where the guns were'to be

placed
PARLIAWMENTARY PETITIONS

The ITon the CHIERF SECREIARY Jaid upen the tablea
numbel of tinancii, custowns aond emigration retuins, rules
tor the guidance of the Central Road Board and Harbor
Trust, 1eport and map of survey of Rivoli and Lacepede Bay s
cost of the erection of Glenclg Jetty, Supreme Court 1ulesin
reference to the Matrimomal Causes Act, report of Public
Works, &¢

The whole of the documents were ordered to be printed

Upon the motion of tne Hon the CHIEF SECRETARY,
the Council adjourned at a quarter to 1 0 clock till 2 o’clock
on the following Tuesday

————————
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

On theietuin of the House of Assembly the SPEAKER
resumed the chair at half-past 12 o’clock

PETITIONS

Mr BAKEWELL presented a petition from A H Daws,
complaining of the Act of the Legislature, which enforced
the system of voting by ballot for the elcction of members of
Parhament, pronouncing 1t to be a tytanuical and demo-
ralizing measure, and praymng that an Act might be passed
enaé)lmg him to vote openly [he petition wasteceived and
1€a

M1 MILDBRED presented a petition from 430 inhabitants
of Clarendon and Cherry Gardens, praying forthe opening of
a Local Cowt 1n that district

RESIGNATION

The SPEAKER announced the resignation of Mr Bur-
ford, one of the membeis for Adelaide

The ATTORNEY.GLNERAL moved that a writ should
13sue for supplving the vacaucy

Seconded by the 'REASURER, and carried

STANDING ORDERS

The ATTORNEY-GLNERAL moved thal the Speaker,
himself and Messrs Bagot and Blluc, be a Commuttee to
revise the Standing Oiders

Question put and agreed to

The SPEAKER read to the House the address just
deliverad by His Excellemcy

REPLY TO HIS EXCELLENCY'S ADDRESS

The ATIORNEY-GLNERAL moved that Messrs Blyth,
Bairow, Hay, and Solomon be, with limself, a Cominittee
to diaw up ateply to 1lis Excellency’s address, and that
they report on fucsday noxt

Agieed to
THE SUPRCME COURT
The AITORNEY GEVERAL gave notice that he would
move for leasc to bring in a Bill to amend the Practice of the
Supreme Court in Criminal Matters

RETURNS, &c

The ALTORNEY-GENERAL laid on the table returns of
various Fi 1eud|¥ Societies

The IRLASURLR laid on the table vauous finanaal
returns

The COMMISGIONER OF CROWN LANDS laid on the
table emaigrition returns

1he TREASURER laid on the table a report and chait
respecting Lacepede and Rivoli Bays -

On motion made that the Houseat 1ts rising adjourn until
Tuesday,

Mr STRANGWAYS hoped that the Attorney-General

|
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would be ready with the various Bills alluded to in the
Governor < gpeech

1he A'TORNEY-GENERAL replied that, with two ex-
ceptions, the whole of them were ready

Thequestion was then put and agreed to

The COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS lad on
the table varous 1eturns connected with his department

The House then adjourned to Tuesday following, at 1

o'clock
__‘_—_ -
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
LUESDAY, MAY 3
The PRESIDENT took the Chan at 2 0’clock

VOTE BY BALLOT
The Hon J MORPHETY presented a petition from Mr
A H Dawvis, praying for such an alteration 1n the law of the
land a3 would enable hum to exercise his franchise 1in an
open and responsible manper
The petition was recetved and read

N NATIONAL BANK OF AUSTRALASIA

The Hon A FORSTER presented 2 petition _from Fre-
derick Wright, praving for leave to introduce a Bill to pro-
vide forthe Management of the South Austrahan Bianch of
the National Bank ot Australagia

lhe getmon wag received and read, and ordered to be

printe
IMMIGRATION

The Hon Captamn SCOTT presented a petition, signed by
492 woolcombers in Bradford, Yorkshire, prayimng that in-
stiuctions mght be given to the agents of the colony in
Togland, to give free passages to thé colony to such of the
petitioners® class as were intelligent, sober, able, and indus-
trious

Lhe petition was received and read, and ordered to be
printed

CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL

The Hon the CHILEF SECREFARY gave not.ce that, on
the following Lucsday, he would moye for leave to introdace
Bills to consohdate and amend the laws 1n reference to n-
dictable oflences of a public nature, offences against peisonal
property by larceny, &c \

POSTAL ARRANGEMENTS

1he Hon A FORSTLR called the attention of the Chief
Secietary to a question of some importance to the colomsts
Two days previously he received a letter from the
Postmaster-gencral  sn Melbourne, iotimating  that a
letter addiessed to him (Mr Forster) was detammed 1n
that colony in consequence of there being a sum of eight-
pence due uponat for postage, and that if that sum were
pudat \vouls be forwarded to Its destu ation  He had hoped
that such a state of things had passed away, and he called
the ittention of the Government to the circumstance mn hope
that arrangements would be made by which letters would be
fo1warded between the two colontes even though 1 sufficient
amount of postage should not, unfortunately, hive been paud
upon them He trusted that no example such as he had
referred to would 19sue from the Adelude Post Oflice, but
that the Goveinment would give instructions that no letters
should be detumed here for want of the postage beg paid,
as the inconvemence which would result trom such & course
micht be very great

Lhe Hon the CHIEF SECRETARY said the attention of
the Gavernment had’been drawn to the subject sorac jhittle
time back, and a coriespondence had taken plice with the
Victotian Govetnment In future there would be no deten-
tion of lettcrs on nccount of insuffiuent postage Regula-
tions 1n reterence to the subject would shortly be frame

SIANDING ORDERS COMMITTLE

Upon the motion of the Hon the CHILE SLCRLETARY,
the Hon the President, Messrs Morphett, Davenport Hall,
and Younghusband, weie appointed a Committee of Stand-
10g Order1s dwng the session

THE DAYS OF MELE1ING

The Hon Maor O'HALLORAN moved that the days of
meeting durmg the scssion be ducsday Wednesday, and
“Lhursday, 1o each week, 1t the hour of 1 oicloch It ap-

cared to him that 1 o’clock would be a better hom than 2
The days were getting short , winter was comimg on, and 1t
would be exceedingly inconvement for those who 1csuted at
a distance from town to be detuned late By meeting at 1
o clock 1nstead of 2, they might get thirough the business in
such time as would rcheve them from the inconvemence of
having to go home after dirk  Tast session he rode mto a
teym of bullocks Ins horse getting gored by the leaders, and
on anothet oceasion he nearly got cipsized

The Hon Captun BAGOFL seconded the motion, but had
no personal intcrest in the matter; not having to leave town
after mght-1111, but the convenience of those who weie not
30 favoiably situated should be considered

1he Hon H AYLRS movedas an amendment that the
homt be 2 o’clack  He very mnch regretted that he should
have to appear in opposition to the Hon Maqor O’ Halloran,
since that hon gentleman s personal conventence was con-
eeined 1 the matler, but he would pomnt out to that hon

-

gentleman that the mere fact of thg Council meetingat 1
o’clock would not ensute theu nsieg at an earher hour than
if they met an hour later It had been then nmform custom
not to sit atter 5 o clock, and as thewr dutics would be very
light during the early pait of the session, he thought it
would be found most convenient for them to meet at 2 o'clock
Believing that he had a majority of the Council with hun
upon that point, 1t was not necessary he should say more

The Hon Captarn SCOTT svmpathised with those gentle-
men who bad to go home 1n the dark, but he felt bound to
oppose the proposition to meet at 1o clock, s 1t would
seriously 1nterfere with the business of many hon members
to meet at that hour Ifthe hour of meeting were fixed at
1 0'clock 1t would be 1mpossible for him to attend, but he
could generally make an mgements to attend at 2 o clock

The Hon Mayor O‘HALLORAN ashed if the Hon MMr
Ayers would split the time >

he Hon H AYILRS declhined to do so, and the amend-

meunt was cairied

THE CRIMEAN TROPHIES

The Hon Myor O’ HALLORAN asked the Chief Secretary
what steps the Ministiy proposed taking with rcference to
the Crimean T'1ophies, and where the guns are hereafter to
be placed” For severil months the trophies had been
lying like lumber at the Railway Station, and he was
anxious to hnow what 1t was intended to do with the guns
It wag, he thought, 4 powt of loyalty on thewr part to place
the trophies 1n a proper position, daud 1t also wppeared to him
there would be no better opportunity of inanguiating the
ceremony than on the Queen s Birthdty A paity of Volun-
teer Artillerymen could readily take the guns to Government
House, where His Ixcellency could 1eceive them and present
them to the colony Th~ troops might then fire a salute and
the Royal Standard be howsted at the masthead  The guos
might be altowed to remain there  The cost of the ceremo-
ni| would be nothing, and he thought the occasion which he
had suggested 1 most auspicious one

The Hon the CHIEF SUCRLETARY thought the hon
gentlemn would sec that the cost of removing the guns and
placing them m a proper position, would be attended with
considerable expense, and at present no mouey had been
voted for such a purpose buta sum had been pliced upon
the Fstimates, and as soon as 1t had been voted steps would
be taken foi1 the purpose of plrcing the guns upon a suitable
platform  If no better place were suggested, the Executive
proposed that the platforin for the guns should be erected in
acommandmg position in the Botamical Garden, a simular
course having been adopted at Melbourne

The Hon Major O’HALLORAN said the expense
alluded to by the Hon the Chief Secretary would be an after
expense, but there would be no expense consequent upon a
party of Volunteer Artillery drawing the guns up to Govern-
ment House, where they would be well protected at night by
the sentry

The Hon the PRESIDENT reminded the hon gentleman
that the question had been asled and answeied

REPLY TO TITE GOVLRNOR S SPEECH

The Hon the CHIEF SECRETARY, as Chawrman of the-
Commuittee appointed to consider the Governor s speech,
brought up the reply, which was as follows ,—

“7To His Excellency Sir Richard Giaves MacDonnell,
Kmght, Companion of the Most Honorable Order ot the
Bath, Captain-General and Governor-in-Chief of Her
Majesty's Province of South Aunstiaha, &, &c¢, &c

“ May 1t please Your Excellency—

*1 We, the members of the Fegslative Council, beg to
express our thanhs to Your Excellency for the speech with
which you have been pleased to open this present session of
Patliament

2 We are grafified to learn that Your Excellency 1s
enabled to refer fay orably to the present commercial condition
of the colony and to anticipate an actual amount of revenue
1n excess of that cstimated

“3 We unite with Your Excellency m the hope that the
valuable mineral discoverics in the north will be the means—
by developing nesw sources of wealth -of giving employment
to a largely mcreased number of the laboiing classes

‘4 We must e\piess out sincere regret that any portion
of the comraumty should have suffered from a want of
employ ment during the last few months, ind are pleaged to
believ e that the sarplus labor 18 being absorbed by private
employci s

* 5 Ve also 1ejoice to sce that your Government proposes
to secure such an annuil ncrease of swmitable 1mmigrants as
shall sufiice to miintun the efficient working and fullest
extengion of our various and great colomal resources without
danger of even temporaiy surplus of labor ansing from this
source

“6 We beg to assurc Your Lxcellency that we shall enter
upon the consideration of theimportant matters of lezislation
aﬁuded to with a sincere deslre to promote the best 1uterests:
of the colony at large ™

Upon the motion of the Hon the CHIET SECRCTARY,
seconded by the Hon H AYLRS, the 38th Stending Order
was suspeaded, to enable the Council to proceed to the con-
sideration 1n Comumittee of the reply to the Governor's
speech
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The various clauses having been passed without dis-
cussion, M

Toe Hon Captun BAGOT moved that the Address be
adopted by the Counail, and that the Picaident be requested
to present 1t to His Exeellency at whatever time His Lixcel-
lency might appomnt , the President to be attcnded by such
reembers of Council as might choose to accompany him

1he Hou H AYERS, m seconding the motion, said that
he had much pleasure m joining 1 those feelings of gratifi-
cation expressed by His kxcellency on the present com-
meicial state of the colony He belhieved that since the
Council last had the pleasure of meeting a considerable 1m-
proverent had taken place in the commercial affairs of the
wlouy, 2nd that they had passed through a period of const-
derable anxiety more easdy than even the most sanguine
could have anticipated si1x or seven months ago It was true
that last secasou had been unfavorable toi one of thewr
principle exports, but on the whole they had abundant
reason to be thankful for the position 1n which they found
themselves at the present time His Excellency alluded m
his addiess to the exports and 1mports as 1ndications of the
favorable position of the colony, and he (M1 Ayers) gathered
from the pubhic records that there was a great impiovement
n the latter part of 1858, contrasting the ex pot ts and imports
of the last half-year with the first half year ‘Lhus he found
that duimng the first half-year of 1858 the wmpoits ex-
cecded the exports by upward of 300,600/, whereas

durimg the last half year of 1858 the expoits ex
ceeded the mports by 59,6300 The imports of the
first quarter of 1858 exceeded the exports by more

than 155,000{, whereas the exports of the first quartcr of
1859 exceeded the unpoits by upwaids of 106,000 He did
not mean to say that the exports during the whole of 1859
would be i a similar ratio, because 1t was known that i the
eaily part « f the present year there were large exports of
grawn and flor which the colony had not the abihty to con-
tinue, but theie weie other cheering crrcurnstances which
were hnown to men in business , for instance, the general
manner 1 which payments weire met  Indeed 1t must be
known to all that within the st few months a change had
tiken place which fully warranted Has Excellency i making
use of the expressions contarned 1n the second paragraph ot
s specch  He also comeiwded with the remarks o the
fourth paragraph, 1n reference to the mmeral discovenes to
the north of Port Augusta He knew something of those
discoverles, and 1f they were worked with that zeal and
intelligence whichsuch important mineral property mented,
not only would there be no want of employment for those
already here, but a much larger immugration would be found
necessary than had been encouitaged during the last two
years In reference to the Bills alluded to by His Excelency,
it would peihaps be better to defer any remarks 1n reference
to them tall the Bills were before the House

the Hon A FORSI'LLR concurred generally in the senti-
ments enuncrated by His Excellency 1n his address and 1in
the reply, but in stating that he wished to be understood as
leaving 1t open to him to tale any course winch he might
think proper with refeience to futute legslition on the mea-
sures about to be introduced by the Goseinment Inthe
fifth paragraph of the reply he observed that the sentiments
ot Hus Lxcellency in refcrence to innugration wese echoed
He (Db Foister) had not made up lus mind that it w=s neces-
sary to discontinue tmmigration altogether, but he had long
been of opimon thatit was not wise toexpend the public funds
for 1mmigration undcr existing circumstances A large pro-
portion of those immgrants who had been imported by the
colony had gone to Victoiia, and the colony had not had the
advantages which she had a 11ght to expeet from such 1nm-

tatton It was not advisable further to squandcr the public
unds unless some arrangement couwld be madc with the
othei colomics  He regretfed the views wluch had been taken
in reference to unmigiation, because he understood that any
number of laborers could be had from the otlei colonies
The Hon B Ayers wasin Melbournea short time since, and
though he had not heard 1t from the hon gentleman’s own
hips, he believed he was not wrong 10 stating that he could
readily have secured a thousand laborers in onc day. He
should 1egtct 1f the House weie pledged to expend the
public funds until 1t had been asceitained whethe:
unmigribion  was necessary for the colonies gene-
1ally, whether, 1 fact, the natural inciease would not be
found sufficient, or until arrangements had been mude with
the otlier wlontes n reference to the expenditure of funds
for immugration  ‘Lhe reference made to commereial prospe-
nty was very gratifying but he regietted the Government
had not taken pauns to illustiate this prosoerity 11f a diffeient
manna from that which they had adopted ™ It was true
that public docunents came before the House, showing by
analy41s and companson that things wei e better at one time
thaw at another, but he attached, and thie country attached,
no gicat umportance to official statements, unless showing
m some fur and reasonable manner that the prospenity
claimed for the country was 1eal and tingible  He was sorry
the Governient had not gone into these matters more par-
ticularly  Former viceiegal speeches went rather largely
mto the statistics of the co’fony, and a bencticial effect upon
the public mmd w1s in consequence produced He should
bhave been glad it His ¥ xcellency sspeech had been garnmished
a hittle moie with statistics of the colony In reference to
distillation, he haul never belhieved that the tnterests of the
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agiiculturists were largely ivolved mn the question, but
from the feeling which x%’md sprung up, he conmdered that
concessions would have to be made to winegrowers, and that
they should be allowed to distil thewr refuse pioduce without
any mterference  He would throw distillation open entirely
to the winegrowers, although he was not satisfied that a laige
and important result would accrue either to themselves or
the colony

The Hon H AYERS wished to state, m explanation,
that he had nevet said he could obtain any pirticular number
of laborers in Melbouine, but a number of parties who hid
been employed at the Buwira had asked him 28 to the pros-
pect of getting employment, and that, generally, thcie was
no lack of labor in Melbourne

The Hon A.FORSIER had undeistood that the Hon
Mr Ajyerscould have got a thousand laboirers in one day,
and had given currency to the rumour n that particular
form He mentioned the circumstance in order that, it the
rumour were untrue, 1t might be contradicted

The Hon H AYERS emphatically denied that he had ever
made any such statement, or that he could have cngaged a
thousand laborers in one day

Ihe reply was then adopted, and 1t was arranged that those
members desirous of tecompanying the President to present
1t to His Excellency should meet at the Council Chamber at
& quatter to 1 0 clock on the following day

1he Council adjourned at 3 o'clock till 2 o’clock on the

following Tuesday
.————*—-—
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.
TUeESDAY, MAY 3
The SrEARER took the chairat 1 o clock
THE ESFIMATES

The TREASURER laid upon the table copies of the Esti-
mates for the yeir 1839 60

IEL¥GRAPH 10 KANGAROO ISLAND

The COMMISSIONLR OF PUBLIC WORKS laid on
the table an estimate of the cost of establishing telegraphic
communicationibetween Adelawde and Kavgaroo Islwnd, and
an estimate of the piobable expendituie upon the hne fou
working duting one yeu

Ordeied to be printed

Also, a memorial from Messis Biett and Carmuchael, of
the Submarine lelegriph Company, addressed to the Go-
vernor of South Austialmn

lhe SPEAKDR 1emuhed that f tlus document was in
the natwie of a petition or memor il 1t ghould be lard upon
the table at the propcr time

The COMMISSIONLR OF PUBLIC WORKS sud that
this could not be doue masmuch as the document was not
signed, and was, therefor, wtormal as a petition It was
merely a document conveying certun intormatioh tp the
Government

BINDMARSH ISLAND FERRY

The COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS laid on
the table (puisuant to an ddiess of the House last session ),
voted on the motion of the hon member for kncounter Bay,
plans for a feny to conucet Hindmarsh [sland with the
Goolwa, together with estimates of the cost of the sume  If
the hon member for Iincounter Bay wished that these papers
should be printed, he (the Comum ssioner of Public Woirks)
would make a motion to that effect, but not otherwise

Mr SLRANGWAYS reseived theiight of making such a
motion at a futute tume should be consider 1t desirable

THED INSOLVENCY COURT

lhe ATTORNEY-GENEBAL laid upon the table a
number of 1etuins 1ehwing to the Insolvency Court, (ur-
mshed 1w comphiance with.a motion ot the hon member (AMr.
Strangways)

Ordered to be printed

THE NORIHERN EXPLORING EXPLDITION

Mr SFRANGWAYS, 1n 1'sing to move the notice stand-
ing i s name—

“ 1ht the evidence taken dunng the last session before a
Select Commuittee of the House, relative to the Northein Ex-
plormg Lxpedition, be punted’’ —
reminded the House that a Select Commuttee was appointed
last session, on the petition of Mr DBabbage, to engmre mnto
all matte:rs connected 'with the expedition, that the Com-
mittee held several meetings, and took an immense mass of
evidence, and that a report was to have been presented to
the House oun the day on which Parhament was prorogued
but thit owing to the very greit punctuality of His ¥ecl-*

lency the Governor — (lwghter) — the Churman of
the Committee (the hon. memler for last [lor-
1ens) was unable to brnng  up the report it

w1s not lus (Mit Strangways s) intention at present to
enter to the merits or, demerits of the exploiation, But
when the repoit was placed 1n the hands ot hon members,
and hon members had time to consider 1t, he might afford
Lhmtx an opportunity of expressing thar opinions on the
matte

‘The motion was put and carried, and the Speaker having
laid the report upon the table, 1t was ordered to be printed
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Mr STRANGWAYS again rose and sad” that he was
destrous, in order that hon members might be enabled to
form a correct opinion on the whole matter, thit rcturns of
the total cost—he did not wish to o 1nto the minute details
—of the expocdition be supphed He would therefore move—

* Lhat there be Jaid on the table a return of the total cost
to tins conutry of the late Explormg Expedition

Lhe motion was agreed to

OPEN VOTING

Mr BAKEWLLL moved that the petition which he had
prescuted on the previous Friday from Mr A H Dawvis, 1n
reference to the system of voting by ballot, be printed

M) RCYNOLDS wished to know (as he was tbsent from
the Houseat the tume of 1t3 presentation) whether the peh-
tion might be read, ag he could then better judge 1if 1t was
worth printing, or worthy of occupying the consideration of
the House (iaughter)

Mr MILNE wished to hnow whethe: 1t was the mtention
of the hon movel to bring in a Bill based upon the petition
(Laughter )

M1 BARROW agked whether in the event of the hon
mevnber 8 bunging in a B}, 1t would be a pubhic or aprivate
Bill, as he thought it better that 1t should be 2 private mea-
sure so as to entitle the petitioner to pay the ¢osts of 1t

Mr BAKLWLLL sai1d he should coasider the matter more
fully (Laughter ) As tothe bringing in ot 2 Bill, he should
leave that to the Government, or the hon member for East
loriens, who, he saw fiom the newspaper, had alreidy
printed one (Laughter ) He beliwved the subject of the
petttion was well wortby ot consideration He did not
think the people of the country had quite made up ‘then
minds on the subject of secret voting

the Clerk here read the petition

Mr RCYNOLDS rose, but

I'he SPEAKLR was not sure that Mr Bakewell had not
already rephed It would however be for the House to sty
whether the hon membeir’s remaiks should be taken as in
1eply or mot  Jf that hon member had maercly explained
whether or not he would take action on the petition, that
would not havebeen a reply , but beyond doing this the hon
member had certamly argued the geneial question  Stil, 1f
the [Touse dectded that the remarks made should not be taken
m the hight of 2 reply, he had, of couise, no objection that
the discussion should proceed

Mr REYNOTLD> melelfy understood the hon member to
EJRC some few observations with the permission of the

ouse

M1 BAKEWELL sud he cettminly did not wish hig re-
ma ks to preclade further discussion

Mr RLYNOLDS thought it rather late 1n the day to pre-
sent such a petition, 181t should hive been done when the
question of secret voting was before the Parlisment Had
a gentleman of M1 Davis’s weight made such 1epresenta-
tions at the proper time the House would have given them
due consideration but it was too late now, howcever
{nucl}: )they must tegret the loss of Mr Dawvis s vote (A

aug

Mr SIRANGWAYS sard that:f 1t was the mtention of
the hou member for Barossa to mtroduce a Bill, he (Mr
Strangways) would supporit the present motion, and he had
no doubt the House would support the Bil when it was
brought mn—(*No no’’)—but if 1t was not Mr Daviss in-
tentton to do anythimg more than record lis opimon, the
printing of the petition would be olyectionable

The ALIORNLY-GENLRAL objected to this informnal
mode ot bitnging papers before the Hounse (Hear, hear)
He could not consent that every individual i the commu-
mity who considered any liw, eithcr on public or private
grounds, objectionable, should, by mrans ot the form of 4
petition, place s view on record amidst the procecdings of
the House (Hear, hear ) In common with all persons who
knew Mr Davis, he (the Attoiney-General) had a high
respect for that gentleman's abilities ind judgment, and on
this acconnt lie should regiet that the pctition should appear
amidst the recoids of the House, nor did he think that tts so
appearing would be gratifying to Mr Dasvis lumself  If the
hon member for Barossa imtended 0 1mtioduce a Bill based
upon the petition he (the Attorney-General) wonld vote that
the petition be printed , but when an hon member who had
been long connected with the polttics of the country, and
for two yeirs a member uf that Hounse, said that he did
not know whether such a m asure as the petition proposed
would be a wviolation of the prineiple of the ballot, lic
thought the hon member should mke up his mind on the
subject, wnd if he 1esolved to bring i 2 Bul, he should make
1t not a_matter of private relief, but of public policy
(Hear) He (the Attorney-General) should always oppose
the punting of a petition, unless 1t was the intention of
some hon member to tahe action upon the subject of 1t

Mi BAKREWELL did not consider the text just lad down
a fan one Petitions were frequently printed when no
ymmediate action upon them was intended  There was no
doubt that the subject ct the petition was a most important
one, and 1if the question came before the House again, he
should yote for the open systemn, but as 1t was now settlcd,
he would not disturb 1t

1he motion was then put and lost

CLARENDON TOCAL COURT

AMr MILDRLD moved that the petition of 480 inhabitants
of Clarendon and the Cherry Gardens, for the opemung of a
Local (‘ourt 1n that district be printed

Mr STRANGWAYS thought thit wn considering the
previgus motion the House had laid down the principle that
no petition should be printed unless some hin member
desired to tahe action upon 1t If that was the mtention of
the House, and he thought 1t was a coutse wheh might
safely be adopted—chear, heat)—when a petition was presented
and read, 1t mught be allowed to remain 1n the ofhce of
the House unti] some hon member desned to take action
upou 1t

EI‘hc ATTORNEY-GENERATL asked the hon member fou
Noarlung whether 1t was hus mtention to take any action
on the petihion, as n that case he (the Attorney-General)
would not oppose its being printed e quite concarred m
the remarks of the hon member who had last spoken, and
thought the decision just arrived at should be taken as a
precedent thiovghout the session  (Hear, hear )

Mr MILDRLD also concurred in what had been said, but
stated that 1t was his intention to tahe steps to cairy out the
prayer of the petition

‘Lhe motion was then agreed to

\ CENSUS BILL

The AFCORNEY-GLNURAL moved for leave to bring in
a Bul to ascertan the number of the imhabitants of South
Austriha o the year 1859 It had been the practice hitheirto
from time to tine to do so, and the tune had now arrived
when 1t was thought dcsuble to make such an enumer -
tion

Leave being granted, the Bill was laid on the table and
rend a first time  The second reading was fixed for l'uesday,
10th 1nst

RLPLY TO HIS LXCLLLENCY'S ADDRLSS

The AMTORNEY-GENLR AL laid on the table the repor t
of the Committee appowmnted to prepare an address w reply
to the speech of Hiz Lacdllency the Govesnon  The reply
was then 1ead by the Cleik, and ordered to be taken into
consideration the following day

The House adjourned at 26 munutes to 3 o'clock

WFDNESDAY, MAY4

The SrranEr took the Chawr a few minutes after one
o’clock
UPPER WAKEFIELD-THE TELEGRAPH
Mr PEAKL presented a petition trom the Upper Wake-
field, praying for a telegraph station at Auburn

IMMIGRATION FROM YORKSHIRE
Mr GLYDL presented apetibion fiom 492 inhabitants of
Bradtord, Yorkshire England, praying fou such an altera-
tion i the immgration arrangements of the colony as would
enable some of the wool-combers of the district to come

hither
THE MURRAY MOUTH
Mr MILNE presented a petition fiom 100 inhabstants of
the Bremcr and Like Alexaudung, prayinz fot improvements
1 the entrance to the Ruiver Murray

STRATHALBYN I'RAMIWAY

Mr DUNN picsented a petition numerously signed by 1n-
batitants of Strathalbyn, the Bremer, &c¢, priying that the
proposed ttamway should terminate at Milang mstead of the
Goolwa

GEOLOGICAL INSPECIION OF THE COLONY

Mr BARROW 4shed thehon the Commissionet of Crown
Lauds whether the Government hd obtuned the tempor iry
services of the Goverument Geologist ot Victoria, and, if so,
whit were the mtentions of the Government n/respect to
the movements of that gcntleman

1he COMMISSIONER of CROWN TLANDS hid much
pleasure 1n stating that the Government ot Victonia had
given Mr Selwyn a shott leave of absence, which wonld be
eniploy ed by that gentleman 1n examnung the ranges_ ot this
colony, and 1eporting on the aurifcrous and carboniferous
stratt cxisting amongst them ke was sure the House
would be pleised to hear that 1 gentlerran of such acquire-
ments, and who posscssed five years' experience of the au-
niferous wnd carboniferous strata of Victoun, had come into
the province for such a purpose  (Hear, hear )

Mr SLRANGW LYS coquued whether Mi Selwyn's re-
gearches were to be coniined to the neighbourhood of Ade-
lawde, or whether he was to act according to bis owa discre-
tion as to where he should prosecute hig investigations

The COMVISSIONLR OF CROWN [LANDS 1eplied that
no coursc of action had as yet been lad down for Mr
Selwyn, as that gentleman had only airived in the colony
on the previous Monday  Mr Selwyn had already proceeded
to Echunga, and ou his return 1t swould be 4 matter of consul-
tation between him the Surveyor-General, and the Goveirn-
ment as to what hts futuie movements should be It was,
however, intended that he should proceed as tar north as
possible  (H{ear, hear)

Mr PEAK L suggested that the Government should poiut
t{;lt“to Mr Selwyn the valuc of the counti, about Hindmarsh

alley
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The COMMISSTONER OF CROWN LANDS replied that
1t was the wmtention of the Government that Mr Sclwyn
should piocecd as far south as well as north as possible

LHE HARBOR BOARD

Mi REYNOLDS 1sked whether the Cluef Sccictary was
still a member of the lIarbor Board

Lhe COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS replied that
}mt was, 18 he had been appomted under an Act of the Legis
atme

My, RLYNOLDS enquued whether the Government had
appointed the Chief Sectetuy’s successor 1n accordance with
the vote of 11st session

1he COMMISSIONLR OF PUBLIC WORKS thought
that notice <hould be given ot the question

1HE SOUIH AUSIRALIAN INSIITU1E

Mr MILNE, 1w the absence of Mr Hay, moved—

“1hat 1n the opinion of this Elouse, the site proposed for
the South Austialim Institute 18 unsurtable for sucha build-
meg, and that a better can be obtuned to the east of the
Government Domoun and fionting North teirace
He was catam hon membors would be plewsed to have an
opportunity of expicssing an opinton a8 to the pioper site
of the Institute, He wis also cert un that hon members who
had miven attention to the subject must have arrntved at the
conclnsion that the proposed site wis the worst that could
be selectcd  In erecting such 1 buldimg 1t was desu wble
that it should be an ornament to the city , but, whateve. the
architectuial  embelusliments of the propused Institute
might be, they would be quite lost by placing the bunilding in
2 hollow  lhe piojected site was also between Notth ind
South Adelude, wherc the tiffic was at present very gieat,
and whereat would beincicased by the nterded changein
the position of the Railwiy Station, and the consequende
would be that the nowse would® be a constant source of 1nnoy-
arcce to pasons who wished to read and stuly  The site to
the eastwud ot the domaun, on the other hand, w1s out as
suitible s coutd be fixcd upon, or, at iny rate, 1t was much
super10r to tnat selected by the Goverament

Mr MILDRED scconded the mmotion without remark

Mi: GLYDk, 18 one of the Goveinors of the [nstitute,
took the evthest oppo.tunity “of stating that the Governos
were not dissatishicd wrth the site selected, though at the
sime time he would not object to the proposed alteration
ile thought the disady antages of the site complaincd of were
exaggoer ited, but the proposcd altzration might be an im-
proyenient

The COMMISSIONER of PUBLIC WORKS sud that
the Government had no objection to the proposed ilteration
of the site, but 1t decided upon 1t would entul some little
delay Lhe present site was sclected with the concurrence
of the Houscn a former session there bemg then only one
dissentient vorce, that of the geatleman who placed this
moton on the paper Asa aibizen of Adelude he prefared
the aite ongially selceted to that now proposed  Lhe noise
ard bustle complained of were arguments m fivor of the
site 1nasmuch as they proved that the locality wis a popu-
lous oue, whereas the other site was so excecedingly quiet,
that it was ceaily little frequented

ihe COMMISSIONLRR ot CROWN LANDS, as 1 pri-
vite citizen, approved of the onginal site  The Park
Lnds were ways regarded as places of recreation for the
cluzens, which siould not b2 encioached upon  1ie hoped
that v suffi.ient sum would be voted—should 1t be deter-
mined to change the site—for 4 superior and oinamental
budding 1t was entirdy 2 matter of widiflerence to the
Government wlich site was chosen, but as the site hwd been
sinctioned by the House, the Govermment did not feel jas-
tited w0 chinging ot

Mi LINDSAY said that the Commuissioner of Crown
Lands had touched generally upon a question which the
House o ghtto tike nto consuderation , thit of using the
Paik Lauds for puiposes for which they were not ortginally
mtendedl At present, thore were several buildings on the
Tarh Lands, which weie positive nuisinces, for n-
atmce, the Slaughterthouse (Langhter ) Lhere were also
the Hospitil, the Lunatic Asylum, and thc Destitute
Asyvlum  Up to the present time these bwldings were
yithet ornamental, with the cxception of the Shwghtet-
houge— (2 laugh) —but stdl somne hmit should be placed
upcn encroachments

Mr, RTYNOLDS undetstood the hon the Commissioner
of Crown Lands to say that as the Housc hid approved ot a
site tor the Institute, the Goveinment Mid not teel justiied
i removing it, but 1f they did not feel justified in alterimy
this site, how could they alter that ot the riilway goods shed
—(hew)--which wasg to have heen placed upon the North-
terrwee, but winch he (Mr Reynolds) now found was to
be bunt m the bollow behind the station, w ariangement
made without the sanction of the House (Hear, hewr) He
was aniious that when o 83te was fixed upon by the House,
1t should not be chinged by the Governunrent, except in very
pecuhar eircumnstances, without the House bung consulted

My MILND agreed thit to 1 certauin extent, the erection
of the buulding on the Goyvernment Domain would be trench -
1hg on the citizens’ prowmenade, but that had been done
alieady by buildings woich wete no otnament to the ity
but which were enough to spoil the pleasuic of any prome-
nade to be obliged to look 2t

Lhe motion was then put and cartied without a division

WELLINGION FERRY

Dr WARK asked the Comnussioner of Public Works—

*Whethar Government ntends to take any action
this session 1cgarding the Wellingtoni Feirry , and, 1f so,
what wction 1s intended by Government?”’
His 1eason for enquiring was, that 1n 1857 he brought forwaid
a motion on the subject, when the Government stated tht
they were conynced the inhabitants ot the locality who used
the ferty were suffering under a grievance wlich sequrcd
rehet, and that it he (D1 Wark) withdrew his motion such
relief as was requned would be given ] he then Cominis-
sioner of Public Works went td a greut deal of trouble to
procure information on the subject, but before last session
cominenced that gentleman 1etired from s office, and was
supaiseded by the present Commussionur During the Jast
sesston the guestion was not conswdered for two reasons—
the first berng that 2 Bill was mtroduced, oncclse of which
wterfered with the project, and the other thit - pontoon
bridge had been ciected lugher up thetiver and the Govern-
mentwas thinking of erccting a suntlar one at Wellington
He now brought fors wrd the matter chiefly to elieat fiom,the
Government what line of action they, ptoposed to tahe it

The COMMISSIONTR Ok PUBLIC WORKS sad the
Govirnment mtended to take action 1 the matter, by bring-
g m a Bdl reducing the zates to as low a point as was con-
sistent with preventing persons fiom using the feiry un-
nceessarily  When the Bl was before the House hon
members would have an opportunity of expressing thur
views, more cspeuilly as to the schedule in which the rates
of fares wete stated

THE NORTHIERN CXPLORATION

M: MILNL asked the Commuissioner of Crown Lands
whethcr any coriespondence hid taken place between the
Government and any othcr puties, since the close of last
gesson, teltive to the Baibbage kxpedition, and, if so, if he
will lay the samc on the tible of the House?

The COVAMISSION LR OF CROWN LANDS 1eplied that
all the coirespondence which took place subscquently to thint
already laid before the House, was contuped 1na very small
compass e had, thercfore, caused copres to be made of 1t,
wluch he now lad on the table, and moved that 1t be
printed

Lhe motion was agreed to

GRELN FLLD FOR CATTLE

Mi MILNLD ashed the Hon the Licasutec whethe lucerne,
clover, tares sunfomn, i1ye, and 1ye-giass seeds aie admitted
mto the colony under the free hist ”

Ihe TREASURER 1eplied that they were not, 18 they
were not girden sceds

VALLEY OF 1HE STURY

Mr MILXD askcd the Commissioner of Public Works
whether any suryey of the Valley of the Sturt has been madey
with a view to ascertnin ats ehgibihity for a tulway cast-
ward, and, 1t 80, if he will lay the same on the table of the
House?

The COMMISSIONLR OF PUBLIC WORKS 1cplied
that the survey 1n question was not complcted  Several
surveys were called for last session, and he had adseitised
tor persons qualified to carry them ont  lhe survey 1n ques-
tion, tozether aiththat between, the Goolwa and Strathaibyn,
was entwusted to M1 Hawgiave, who would commence his
operations in about a foytinght, aftcr which no time would
be lost 1 laying the maps upon the table

THL ADDRIESS 'O HIS EXCELLENCY

Mr COLLINSON as the junmior manber of the House,
rose to move the dootion of the addiess m reply to the
speech delivered by His Txcellency at the opening ot Parlia~
ment The subjects touched upon 1m the speech were
not yery numerous, and 1t would be suilicient to
gance over them 1n passing In the first place,
there was the congratulation to the colony on the
prospects presented by 1ts impioved revenue, which no doabt
wis 1 soulce of very gieat satisfaction to every hon memba,
but though the revenue excceded the expendituze the excess
wis not on so giand a scale a3 to be any greit
mdication  of commercnl  prospenty Az to the
runeral districts to the north they were still in embiyo bat
all persons would hail with great satisfaction the moment
when thar produce should be brought to market 1he tact
that the lustimites weie laul on the table on the previous
day would enable hon members to fotm their opinions with
great ¢are tiom tne time given<or studying them  Lhe want
ot employ ment tmongst” the laboring classes scemed to be-
one ot the most dirctul fcatmes 1 the condition of the
colony, but the statement of the Government that this was
disappearing led to the hope that the expected rans and the
ordinary work of the approaching seisou would relieve the
pressare The Goveinment scemed also to have taken
measnres to stop the inconyemence caused by the large
arrivals which appeared so considerably 1o excess of the
wants of the colony last season The subject af tiamways
had alieady been touchced upon, but 1n connection withat he
hoped somcthing would be doue towaids opentng up the
Murray Mouth — With these remarks he moved the adoption
of the addiess

Mr ROGERS seconded the motion  Hewas not pledged to
support the present Ministry, unless he considered their mmca~
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sures to be for the benefit of the province, and he would op-
pose them 1f he thought their measwes were npot for the
public zood He was happy to find that there was an in

crease in the revenue more cspecially after the very gloomy
forebodings expressed n the commencement of last session

He hoped the muner 1l discoveries in the north would realise
expectation, and prove to be another source of wealth to the
colony He was pleased to see the very prompt manner 1n
which the Mipstry laid the Lstimates on the table As to
the subject of 1immugration, to which His Dxcellency alluded,
if the money devoted to this purpose were expended in
the colony 1n reproductive public works, it would be of far
greater benefit to the colonv  As to the Yroposed tramnay
to Strithalbyn, 1t was very giitifymg to think that tht por-
4ion of the colony, which had been so long neglected, was
about having yustice done toat  In reference to the distilla-
tion question, he was glad to find that corcessions were to
“be made winch would have the eflect of encouraging the cul-
tivation of the vine, a branch of industry which would yet
prove very important, and that people settling upon the
soll should be enabled to turn thewr produce to the best
account without restriction

After a orief pause,

Mr REYNOLDS said he was afiaid the House wes gomng
to adopt thenddress sud silentio, but he conld not allow 1t to
pass without a few words of comment He had now held a
scat in that Legislature for several years, and of all the Go-
vernor’s speeches which he had heard during that time there
was none more meagre than the one delivered at the opening
of the present session  As the Governor's address he paid 1
wH due honor and reverence but 1t was also the address of
‘tho Minister of the day, and 1t was n the Iatte; aspect he
now dealt withat  From the programme of work laxd down
by the Ministry they were clearly desnous of having a very
short session--(hear, hear, fiom the Government benches)—
and enjoying their laurels until the general election Although
the thanked the Mimstry for laying the Estimates on the
table, as they were bound to do, 1t the commencement of the
session, or 1 other words, for domg therr duty, still he
thought theie was anothei reason for thewr doing so which
was that they might make the session short and go rusti-
cating 18 soon as possible  (Hear, hear,and laughter ) Lhat
wag whiat he undeistood from the very meagre document
which the Ministry presented the House with at the opeming
of the session ¢ had intended to leave the distillition
question to those who took more interest i 1t—(laughter)—
but unless the Mimistry meant to treat the House with dis-
1espect he could not undeistand how they could say that
they did not feel yustified in removing any restiictions upon
distillation (Hear, hear ) How could they shelve thequestion ?
Perhaps tor all he (Ma Reynolde) knew they were afraid of
then posts It was a deliberateattemptto treat the action of
that House with disrespect lhere was one very pecuhal
feature 1 the matter Iast gsession the House came to the
assistance of the Mintstiy and appointed a Select Committee
on distillation wnd another on taxation, and by that means
saved the Mimstry 1lle (Mr Reynolds) thought after that
thit the Government would either remove all restrictions on
distsllation or greatly dimimeh them  But they had not
doue either, #3 no doubt they preferred rusticating
(Luughter ) There was also another peculirity in the casc
Ihe Finance Minister was appointed Clhatrman of the Distil-
jation Commttee, and 1t was very stiange that that Com-
mittee shonld have recommended the removal ot all restric-
tions (Hear, hear) Yet now the Mimstiy sad < Weare
prepared to 1eceive our moncy but not to do anytiung for it
(Heuw, hear, and laughter ) "Lhat was the meaning of the
sublime and beautiful dish which the Government presented
to the House 'The hon member who seeconded the motion
geemed to be under the impression that the Government n-
tended to do something, but he was nevel moie mistaken n
lus hfe  (Loud Jaughter) What the Government said
was * The Mimstry do not feel justihed 1n piopos.ng any
measures for lemoving the existing restrictions on
distillation @ TIow could the hon member suppose that to
mean that they would do anything® But a subsequent para-
graphsud It will, however, be necessary, with a view to
to the efhcient working of the Act to encourage the cultuie
of the vine 1 South Austiahn, to consolidate 1nd amend the
existing laws relating to Jdistillation, and a Bill will be in-
troduced to you for that purpose’ Some members of the
Government were exceedingly shrewd and placid- (Jaughter)
—and 1t struck him (Mr  Reynolds) that these gentiemen
agued, * We dont hke work, and wewould much rather,
svhether thiough indolence o1 want of abdity, that the ITouse
should do thns work forus We would 1ather consolidate
thelaws and the House may isert a few clauses which we
will not opposc, and then the House will do the work, and
the Mimsters will get the pay **  (Hear, hear, wnd laughter )
He was not as thorough a friend ot distillation as some other
hon membeis— (much lwvwghtet)—but 1if he were a member
ot the Goveinment he should feel i€ Ins duty, after the soleman
deaision of the House, to have tahen action in tlus matter
He conld not have—he would not sav the impudence, Lut the
face to act s the Ministiy had done. No Mimstiy ever cume
fornamd with sopaltiy a programme It was understood
that mny scrious matters were to occupy theattention of Go-
vrrnment duning therecess lhelast was madeashort session
on the ground that the votes were only taken for six months,
and the Mimistry were to consider several important
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matters during the recess DBut 1t wag very clear that to
tiust their promises was like trugting pie-ctusts, which were
made to be broken (Laughter) WWhatever corfidence he
(Mr Reyuolds) might at any time have had in the Minis-
tiy he had begun to lose As to immgration, 1t appeared
that 1t was sfill to be carried on, and the public funds
were to be voted for bringing out men, though the Goveru
ment was obliged to carry out woirks ot comparative worth-
lessness to erpploy them  In other words, the country was
to incicase the evil under which 1t suflered When thus
question came betore the House he (Mr Reynolds) would
tihe the same cowrsz which he had taken last session , for 1f
there wete sufficient reasons for doing so then, there were
higher and mole mmportant reasons now  (Hear, bear ) He
also found 1n the reply some matters which he could not
agreein It said, «“ We regret that the temporary want of
employment amongst the laboring-classes should have re-
quired the intervention of the Goveigment, but we are glad
that this 18 disappeanng ’° One woul | think from thus that
the Goveinment was anxious to relieve the wants of the
lnboring class, and to put cvery penny 1n circalation as soon
as it w1s voted, but he (M1 Reynolds) was not a believer
m that deep-seated regret  The House voted last year
laige sums to relieve the laboring classes, and what did hon
members find now * Why, that nothing was done for ncarly
three months although the House gladly gave the money for
the telief of those who were without employment  Under
these circumstances how deep was the regtet of the Govern-
ment® He (Mr Reynolds) was credibly wnformed thit in-
stead of urgmg on the public wotks, the Colonial Architect
hadaconsﬁu ible leave of abscnce miven Inm  Instead of
carrying on the works voted the Government applied a
sum of 10,000/ to employ men on unauthoinsed works, and
yet thug was the Government hon membets were now called
upon to support (Hea, hear) He begged, therefore,
to mot e an amendment in the first paragraph of the address,
by striking out the words **we regret,” &c, and insating
“'we regiet that the Government Pas not pressed forwaid
the vaiious woirks for wlhich sums were voted by us to aive
immediate relief to the 1iboning classes, rather thau employ
labore1s and expend unauthorised sums on works of doubttul
utdity *  Has beliet was that the Govelnm ent desired to get
thiough the session as gquickly as possible

Dr é'W'ARI{ n secondmi; the amcndment, samd the mover
had merely referred to the Iibout question 1n one aspect , but
there wete others in which 1t might be viewed During the
lagt sesston 1t would be remembeted that the hon member
tor Barossa called for 1eturns shewing the cost of trenching
the grounds around that House, ani 1t then transpned that
the cost had been about 283 per rod 1unstead of 55 A dis-
cassion ensued upou the question, and the Commussioner of
Public Works then ssuted the House that such a thing
should never ocomr agam  (Heu, hear) Small as the
matter was, 1t shoald have tanght a lesson, and when the
Government found that employment was becomng scarce,
they should hive prepared for the coming storm lhey
should have devised such employment, that whilst the
labourer would have had a fau rewaid for hus labour, the
country would have received a fur bencht for the moncey
which wag expended So far fiom any such system having
Leen adopted, the report of the Cluef Enginecr of Ralways
was to the effect that hundieds of labowers were sent to
him pell-mell, when he was gmite unpiepired to receive
them, and he w1 compelled to put them to work as best he
could 1t betng 1mposaible to place them upon measurement
woik In congequence of this, as the Chief Engineer stated,
the works had been doneata great addit onalexpense (Hear)
Many would Erobdl)ly remember that when Goveinot Giey
arrived here theie was great depression, ind the fitst thing
he did was to dizseminite those who required employment
thioughout the country, ind this would account fora number
of the chomanry being tradesmen, who at that period were
compelled to Jeave town, and had since succeeded 1u 1ealizing
a competency for themselves, but this would never have
been done tf a sinular course had been pursued to that which
was adopted by the Commuissioner of I'ublic Works {he
laborers employed by him 1n reality scaicely sworked five days
1 the week, for on the Mouday morming they were sent off
carriage free by the 1aalway, and having to wilk to where
they were to worlk they wete unable to do wny thing that dav,
and on the Saturday they were sent back carriagefree by the
ratlway to then wives and fumilies  Thes was not digserm-
nation, but concentration 1t the expense of the publhic funds
No better scheme could have been devised to hecp people
together where they were not required than that which had
been puisued by the Commissioner of Public Works (Hear )
Then again the work was abruptly terminated and an ar-
rangement was entered 1nto with the Central Road Boaid of
so singular a chatacter thit no matter whether v man weie
good or bad he recaived the same remuuneration, the misimum
amount which he was petnutted to earn being 4s per day
He Delicved that the whole nteiference of the
Governmceat with the labor market was bad ,--(hear, hear)—
1t was bad for the laborers and worse for the country With
regard to the Strathalbyn tramway it appeated that a Bill
had been prepared to provide for 1ts construction, aund that
the Bul would be introduced 1f the evidence 1n r.ference to
the probuble traflic warranted 1t, but he objected to thus
coulse, a9t was asking the House to do the work, whilst
the Mimstry got the money — (langhter)—which was cer-
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tainly not the position 1 wiuch a Munstry should place
themselves  [he Mimstiy should have taken cvidence before
preparing a Bill, and if they had not done so they had failed
i thewrduty  (Hear ) There was one other pownt to which
he would refer, and which he was surprised had not betn
relerzed to by the hon member for the Stuit, who was so
clever in such matters  He contended that they had been
dismissed last session 1 anignominions manner (Laughter )
It was most disgraceiul and he protested aganst any such
action on the part of the Mirustry Tt w ould be remembered
that a Committee was sitting, and the characters of two
gentlemen weie deeply at stake, two members of the Go-
vernment attended the Committee thit day, and hnew that
the report was ready , but to prevent it frora being taid before
the House, they brought down His k xcellency a hittle before
the time and Parhiament was prorogued (Loudlaughter ) '
no doubt was very sharp practice  Lhe Mimsters had treated
the House 1 a most disiespectful manner, and such treat-
ment should be resisted  1f membeis were to be treated 1n
thit way by the Government, 1z what hight would they be
viewed by their constituents® Why, they would be looked
upon as a set of necessary things (Loud laughter ) lhe
course which had been puisued was an nsult to members
and a disgrace to that House —

The SPEAKER 1eminded the hon member that the ques-
tion before the House was the reply to His Excellency’s
address  Lhe subject which the hon mewmber had touched
upon might be brought before the House by apecial motion

Dr WARK sud the Mimstry had dismissed them hke
fools, and had called them together on All Fools Day, wd
he certanly cousidered that in” His Excellency’s addiess the
Houﬂ(é should have been apologized to for having been 80
treate
The COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS intimatcd
that 1t wag hig intention to vote for the addiess, and against
the amendmeat  Several statements had been made by the
Jagt two speakers, wlich 1equited some remarkhs At one
pertod of the wddress of the hon member for the Muriay, 1t
stiuck him that the hon membel was actually defending
him for he appeared to find fault with him meiely because,
theie bang vast numbers of persons 1m a destitute state, he
provided them with employment, and sent them by the 1ail-
way, for which he charged them nothing  (Hear) A
number of random charges had been made aganst
him, and languige had been uged which was scaicely
coniteous, but when people had a bad cause they trequently
adopted the vulgir hat of calling names  This course was

enerally unauccessful, and recoiled upon those who adopted
it , he therefore regretted 1t should have been followed on thig
pceasion

Dr WARK rose to order, he wished to know what
“names” he had called?

The § RLASURER could answer that question, the hon
member had sud that hon members had been dismigsed hike
“fools ' (Laughter)

The COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS suid that
such terms as *fools,”” *crawnlers,”” &c, had cerfanly been
uscd, 1nd he thoughtit better thatsuch tcrms should not bere-
sorted to in such in Assembly as that , they cerwunly would
not be uscd m his reply He would reply to the charge
which bad been made that works for which money hwl been
voted, had not been pressed forward so 1apidly as they might
have been  He gave that statement an em})h wic demal  All
the sums which had been voted 3{ that House would be, as
he stated they would be, expended by Tuly next, and never
simce there had been a Colonial Airchitect s department or a
Public Works depaitment, had the woik 1 those depart-
ments been in so forwaid a state as at the present time He
made that statement as a Mimster of thc Crown, and any
hon member was at ibarty to gatisfy hamself whether 1t was
tiue or false Ihe hon member for the Stmit had stated
that the Colomial Architect had hid leave ot absence,
and 1t was true that officer had, but the hon
member had forgotten to state that it was 1 consequence of
a domestic calammty, and further, that 1t was the fiist leave of
abscence he had had during the six years he had been in the
dcputment  lhere was not 1 single work provided forin
the Supplementary Lstimates of 1859, which was not either
finished or 1n hand  (Laughter ) He defied hon members
to point aut a single work with the exception of a Custom-
House at Rivoli Bay, in refetence to which therewas a report
on the table of the” House showing why 1t had not been
pressed forward — The amendment expressed rearet that
80 much moncy had been spent upon woirhs of doubt{nl
utility, but he wished to state that works of the character
referred to by the hon member for the Sturt, and the bon,
member for the Murray, did not afford large employment to
the class of common or unshilled labosers  All the works
which had been undertaken for the last four years could not
have afforded employment to a thousand unshkilled laborers,
and the recent pressure had been upon thit particular class
Ihe Government were bound to take the steps wlhich they
did, and whatcver was the consequence of thc amendment,
he should hive the satisfaction of feeling that he had
done that which he felt to be right  The pressurc upon the
laboring classes pressed on the Government through the
Destitute Board, men presentcd themselves at that Boird
who were willing and able to work, and 1t was a question
whether the Government should find them work or rations
Work was found for them , some were employed for a few

days n trenching the groundsof that House, and many were

forwarded by tailway to where they were eployed at a
moderate 1ate of wages Even at the low rate which was
given to them the numbers increased, and 1t became neces-
saty to find them employment at piece work, by which alone
1t appearcd to him they should be employed  Finding 1t
undearable that they should be discharged at a moment's
unotice from the railway works, a portion only were dis-
missed one Saturday, and he then sent for the Surveyors
connected with the Central Boad Board, fo1 the purpose of
ascettaining upon w hat woiks—not of doubtful utihty -but
such 48 must prove usciul, the men could be employed at a mo-
derate rate of wages Subsequently the Cential Road Board
pomted out works of pressing necessity and great utihtv,
upon which the men vere cmploged, and he was proud to
believe that the works which had been executed by this des-
cription of l1bor, weie not only of a most useful ind general
character, but had given vniversal satisfaction  He believed
that most effective road repairs, metalling and drainage, had
been eflected at a lower rate than they had ever been effected
before and would be fully appreciated by residents 1 the
country distiicts Some allusion had been made to the
men being only peimitted to earn 43 4 day, but this
was a nustake, 1t was never intended to prohlibit the men
trom eaiming more 1if they chose to work, and 1n some cases
men, by working earhier ang later than others earned 53 3d

pet day  Ihere was a misdpprehension abroad that Govein-
ment prevented men, under any circumstances, from eatning
more thin 48 a day, but such was never intended He did
not know whit more he had to say The hon member for
the Sturt said that during a pertod of four months only four
public works hnad been undeitaken, but he was prepared to
mve that statement an emphatic demal—a vast number more
hid been undcitaken, and he would ask the hon membe: for

the Stuit to move for a return showing what works had
actually been exccuted during the period ailuded to, when he
wis coufident that the reply would be such as would be sitis-
tactory to the House lhe Government pressed forward
worhs with all the energy 1n therr powel, consistent with the
means afforded them by that House 1he Colomal Architect
hd worked over-hows, and had been most zealous—ang he
believed successful ~1n_earrying out the woiks which had
recarved the sanction of that House  He would not allude to
telegraphs and other public works, the progiess of which had
been most satisfacty  He repeated that the Colomal
Architect’s department never wasn 1s forward a state as 2t
the present tune, and by the 1st July every item voted Ly
that House for public works would have been expended
except that for a Custom House at Rivoll Bay Such a state
of things hud never occurred before  The claas of persons
who pressed on the Goyernment were the ordinary class of
laborers, to whom buddings of the class referred to by hon

members  affor led very small employment , and the
Government, as he had showu, adopted the alternative of
giving them employmentin preference togiving themaiations

He would remind the House thit during the last session a
statement which wag made, tothe effect that what was saved
fiom public works would be handed over to the Central Road
Bowed, was recetved with favor He wag satisfied that all
right-thinking men would sugport the Government i the
course which they had adoptes

Mr REYNOLDS believed that five public works had been
undertaken, mstead ot four, 18 he had previously stated

Mr STRANGWAYS moved an amendment upon that
p&oposed by the hon member for the Sturt to the following
effect —

W e regret the exccution of public works long since autho-
nised by us has been so long delayed, ag, 1f they had been pro-
ceeded with at once, the tempoiary want of cmployment
amongst laborers would not have requued the spccial inter-
vention of the Exccutive ™’

M1 REYNOLDS adopted this amendment, and withdrew
that which he had previously moved

Mr SIRANGWAYS thought it desirable that the House
should express 1ts thanks for His Excellency s speech,
though 1t really amounted to ** thank ye for nothing,” for
His Excellency’s speech really afforded no mmformation at all
beyond tlus, that 1t was not the intention ot the Government
to do anything at all duimg the present session  In reply,
the House promised to afloid the Government every 1ssis-
tance 1n doing tlus (Laughter ) lhe aldress afforded no
information, and the reply thanked His Exccllency asin cour-
tesy the House was bound todo  Although the paper puiport-
g to contain a copy of His Excelleney’s speech represcented
the probalulity ot the estimated revenue bung exceedcd by
the actual receipts, His Excellency had stated directly the
contiary with his ips No doubt they would be told that
this was a mistake, the result of a misprint, and he muss
admit that Hig Exccllency at the time he delivered the ad-
dress, ot that particular portion of 1t, cast a reproachfal
glance at the Chief Secretary  ‘Lhe policy ot the Government
in 1eference to the police was 1n accordance with the views
which had been expressed by many hon members duning
last session, and the Governmcent of couise thought they
were bound to carry out the views of what they piobably
thought might be a majonity of the House In ieference to
the tem;])orary want of employment, whilst he regretted
that the Inboring class should be 1 a state of destitution, he
could not agree that 1t was a case whieh 1equired the inter-
vention of the Government An immense amount had last
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session been placed at the disposal of the Commussioner of
Puble Works, and the hon gentleman had urged each vote
with the alﬁument that 1mmediate employment would be
afloided to the destitute men in Hindley and Rundle streets,
yet he now said that these worhs which he had formerly
advocated, on the specal ground that they would afford
employment to the suffering and destitute class, were of a
character which aftorded very small employment to that class
He behieved that the works authoiized by that House would
have afforded immense employment to that class, there being
a great deal of what was called pick-and-shovel work  [he
Commissioner of Public Works would have the House
behieve that  pubhiec  bwldings required nothin
but shilled labor to be bestowed upon them, bu
any one at all” acquainted with such matters must
know that in the erection of public buildings a large amount
of labor of the common description was also required If
the public works which had been authorised hid been carried
out, he believed the whole of the labor would have been ab-
sotbed 1the hon gentleman sud that the Colomal Archi-
tect's department was never 1n a mote forward state butat
wag suflictent for the IIouse to know that the works which
had been ordered had not been carried out , and 1t the plans
and estimates of them had actually been picpaied, the
greater he considered was the amount of blame attaching to
the Commussioner of Public Works for not having them
carried out ‘lhe hon member for the Sturt had alluded to
the fact of only five public works having been undertaken
during a petod of four months, und this he believed would
be found to be the case, but 1f the newspapers or the Go-
vernment Gazette were reterred to for the latter part of Maich
and begmning of Apnl it would be found that tenders tor
various works wete mnvited, mm order, he presumed, that1f
any complamnt were made of the unnecessary deliy which
had taken Aalace, the Commussioner of Public Works might
be enabled thimmphantly to pomnt to these proofs of
cnergy lhe works had not been advertised till
witlun = 2 month of the meeting of Parhament.
although the money for them had been voted upon the as-
surance that there were many destitute of the actual neces-
saries of hfe, whom the prosecution of these works would
tend to relieve  Lhe Governmeunt had instructed the Central
Road Board to employ men 1t a certain rate per day, and
although the Commussioner of Public Works had said that
an nterpretation had been ({)laced upou his communication
which 1t was never intended to have, and that 1t was never
wtended to hmut the earmings of the men to 4s per day, 1t
wag difficult for any one reading that communication to
lace any other construction upon 1t, and thus the fiee
abourer was actuilly (i)mced upon 2 worse tooting than the
convict at the Stockade, for 1f a prisoner chose to work over-
time he received credit for it ~ According to the Comms-
sioner of Public Works, a free labourer was not allowed a
privilege which was conceded to a convict VWith reference
to the leave of absence which had been given to the Colomal
Architect, although not opposed to giving holdays to
Government officers, he did not think that the head of any
depairtment should grant leave of absence to any officer,
1t 1t would bring public works, or any other impor-
tant works, to a standstil What he complained of
was, that 1n this instance leave of absence had been granted
at a time when the Architect’s presence 1n his office was re-
quired and no one was appownted to take his place With
regard to immigration, a new system appeared to have been
very lately adopted by the Government, by wlueh one ship-
load of immigrants would be despatched every two ruonths,
the time of departure being fixed at a pertod which would
render them llkgy to arrive here at a Eenod when they were
most wanted edid not know 1n what way the Emigra-
tion Agent would understand this despatch which had been
forwarded upon the subject, and which reminded him of some
other celebrated despatches connected with an exploring ex-
pedition , but if the mterpretation placed by the Emigration
Agent met the 1p%roval of the House, well and good, and f
not, no doubt the blame would be thiown on others, as was
the case with the exploring expedition Chen the reply
went on to state that the measures submitted by His Excel-
lency should have the most careful consideration of the
House, which of course they would, but he had always
labored under the impression that from the Goveinor’s
speech some idea could be formed of the Government policy ,
he would, however, defy any onc from this speech to infer
what the policy of the Government was to be, except that
thcy mtended to retain therr seats as long as they
could, and did not care two straws about any-
thing else Some members were no doubt anxious
to know what the Government policy was to be, but
he would defy them to gather 1t from the specch, and
if he aghed the Attorney-Geneial the hon gentleman would
no doubt say “anything you like, give meyour vote and take
your chance ' The Atforney-General's policy was to secure
the votes of that House—that was the ounly policy tiat he or
the Minustry held by, and though 1t mught secure them in
thew seats he questioned whether 1t would prove advanta-
geous to the material interests of the country The Mimstry
should have ome distinct policy, and come down to the
House and s1y we are 1 favor of such and such a course, and
want you to considerit  For instance, in reference to the
tramway between Strathalbyn and Goolwa, 1t appeared that
tt would depend upon the report whether the Bill would be
2

ntroduced o1 not, but the course which had been hitherto
pursued was to bring down the Bil], and atter 1t had been
read a first t.me, to submit it to 2 Select Commuttes to report
upon [he Government, however, apparently thought this
too hazardous acourse to pursue, at least it was too hazardous
for so cautious a _gentleman as the Attorney-General, who
consequently said *1f you don’t hike 1t, 1 won’t introduce 1t **
If the usual course had been adopted, and the Bill had been
thiown out, 1t mighhave placed the Attoiney-General in a
humiliating  position, though he questioned whether
the hon gentleman would allow anything of that kind
to affect him very long, and consequently he said “do
as you hike, 1f you don't lke i1t I won't introduce
1it'" (Laughter ) Alusion was made to a DBill
to amend the cruminal law, but there were no reans of
ascertaimng 1n what respect the Jaw was to be amended, 1n
fact, there was no 1information afforded upon any one pont,
vet the House were called upon to thank the Mimstryn
general, and His Excellency in particular  He had recently
requested that the Bills which it was mtended to introduce
duing the session mught be laid upon the table as quickly
as possible, and the Attorney-General, m a style pecubar to
himself had infoimed the House that out ot the five Bills
which the Government mtended to mtroduce, all were ready,
and would be laid upon the table immediately, except two,
and that was the hon gentleman’susualstyle of explination
Having given s views 1n reference to the conduct of the
Commussioner of Public Works, he would refer to a remark
of the Attoiney-General’s 1n reference to a change 1n the
Minwistry during the last session The hon glutleman
had stated that no Mimster was an autocrat 1n his own de-
partment, meaning, he presumed, that the Mimistry as a
whole, were responsible for the acts of one paticular
Mimister , 1if, therefore, the Commussioner of Public Works
was open to censure, 80 were the whole of the Mimistry

Mi GLYDE seconded the amendment

Mr BARROW said they had been indulged with three
severe speeches, one by the hon member for the Sturt—
severe and pungent, another by the hon member for the
Murray—seveire and ponderous, and a third by the hon
member for Encounter DBiy—severe and humorous
(Laughter ) He, must say that after all the statements
made and the atguments adduced 1n those speeches, he was
still unconvinced as to the desirability of voting for the
amendment before the House—not that he wished to be
understood as differing materially from the sentiments which
had been enuncidted, but he would far sooner that a regular
motion should be tabled, embodying censures upon the Com-
missioner of Pubhic Woiks, than have those censures embo-
died 10 an amendment 1n the shape 1 which 1t at present
appeared beforethe House (Hear) The reply to His Excel-
lency's address must, of necessity, be couched in general
teims, unless the reply were to be taken as exhibiting the
policy of a majority of the members of that House, 1m which
case every member would consider himself at liberty to intro-
duce g views upon evely question touched upon in
His Excellency s address If the opimion of the House
were to be taken in reference to the policy of the
Commissioner of Public Worhs, and there were to be a
divigion upon that question, why should there not be a full
debate and division upon the question of immigration > Why
should they omit the top:ic of distillation ,—and why should
there not be a full debate and division upon the proposed
modification 1 the police-force® Why should not every
topic, great and small, be made a subject of debate, 1n order
that a division rmight be taken upon 1t 1 opposition to the
reply to the address > Some hon members might ask “ Why
should 1t not be s0?’ He would reply that the reason was,
thete would be an opportumty of discussing all these topics
1 the proper&)lacc, andin their pioper oider Butif they
vow procecded to discuss and to divide upon every point
contamned 1n the Governor’s speech, what would be the result?
Why, they would ben for a fortmight’s debate, at least—
(hear)—and the whole of the topics must be again discussed
when the paiticular items in the Estimates which 1elated to
them weie brought under thoe notice of the House. He bad
never yet found that preliminary discussions, when greatly
prolonged, effected any saving of time as regardeg sub-
scquent discussions  He should be sorry, however, to be
understood as wishing to discourige general discussion rela-
tive to the Governor’s speech, If kept within moderate humits,
but when hon members had taken a bird’s eye view of what
was 1 reality the Minssterial programme, resolutions and
divisions upon the various points had better be postponed
unt1] the several questions were formally mtroduceé) f thig
were not agreed to—if on the contrary the reply were made
to embody the views of every hon member—the House must
make up 1ts mnd to a long and protracted debate, all of
which would have to be gone over again (Hear, hear ) He
must, therefore, ¥ote for the reply to the address, but he did
not say he mxghc not vote even for the proposttion of the hon
raember for Kucounter Bay if brought forward as a separate
motion He (Mr Barrow) also thought that, after the em-
phatic disclaimer of the Commussioner of Public Works with
regard to the chaiges a]lef.ied against his department, they
were not in a position at that moment to agree to a vote of
censure ‘Lhe hon member for the Sturt saud that only
four public works had been undeitaken within a
certain pertod , but the Commssioner of Public Woirks said
thut a vast number more than four had been undertaken
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within that particular period, and challenged the House to
the proof Thus the hon wmember for the Sturt and the
Commusuoner of Pubhic Woiks, weie at direct 1ssue
upon a point which mvolved the ciedit of one or other of
those hon members He thought, therefore, that the
Houge was bound to pause before pronouncing judgment
‘Ihe Commissioner of Public Warks, as the hend of the par-
ticular dcpartment which had been assailed, said that the
Government weie entitled to credit on the very points on
which they bad been attackhed, and that he could produce
proot of it He (Mr Bariow) would confess 1t had been his
feelmg that though public works had been latcly urged
forwaid, they had not been at an earhier period, and when
employment for the lubouring classes was much wanted
(Hear, hear ) He stated distinctly and boldly s opimon
that there had not been that expedition at an early that
there had been at a late pertod, but then the Commssioner
of Public Works saxd that he (Mr Barrow) and other hon
members were entirely 1n error, and that the Government
could piroduce the most satisfactory evidence if allowed
to do so, in wvindication of their couduct When,
therefore, the hon gentleman pledged hig credit
as 1 Mmster of the Crown, and denied the imputation
cast on nm, the Houde should accept the challenge which he
had offered, and go into the question before deciding upon it,
as they had been asked to do by the mover ot the amendment
There were no doubt many points 1n the grogmmme of the
Mimstry which 1t would be necessary to discuss but of late
yeus 1t had been the custom of the House of Commons to
vote the addiess wathout civision  though not without dis-
cussion, and he thought 1t would answer the purpose of the
hon member for the gturt. and the hon member tor En-
counter Bay, i1f they would now allow the reply to be adopted,
reserving to themselves the 1ght of bringing forward 10 a
spectlic and still more tangible torm, those censures which
they had brought torward in the form of an amendment It
the Houge were expected to agree 1n all the sentiments
enunciated 1in His Bxcellency’s speech, 1t would be im-
possible  to adopt any reply except one cenguring
the speech, because nearl every member of the
House would find something 1n it to object to
The reply after all was amere comphimentary acknowledg-
ment of His Excelle cy’s address—(laughter)—as all (Ee
matters referred to by His Excellen.y would be taken into
consideration by the Youse as they were brought forward
the ordinary way  For example, it was pioposed to Jevy a
local rate 1n country distiicts for police purposes, on account
of reductions proposed m the metropolitan pohice, but on
cxamiming the IEstimates he found that the proposed reduc-
tion was all m the City and Po t foot police, and he could
not see why the countiy distiicts should be called upon to
pay 1ates because the foot police were to be dismissed in
Adelaide  DBut members were not expected to divide upon
the reply 1n 1¢fei ence to such details, o1 1t would be hopeless
to expect ever to adopt any reply at all He held himself
free to oppose any Government measure or to join 1n any
vote of censure 1n rcference to delyy in the prosecution of
public works, but in retercnce sunply to the aioption of the
1eply to the nddiess of His Bxcellency he should support the
original motion before the House

Mr NEALES would net have nisen, but for the action
which had been taken in reference to the second speaker as
to keeping to the point under consideration  lhe rule tn the
House of Commons 1n 1eference to the reply to the address
from the throne was that the discussion was very
discursive, and  that  discursiveness usually led to
the 1esult sought to be attaned by the last speaker
Loid Derby on one occasion lashed the address 1n
every possible way, but did not divide upon 1t To
lash, however, such a poos weak child as His Excellency’s
address, wounld amount to cruclty (Laughter) Of all the
piltry documents which ever emanated from a printing-
press, he believed that address was the most vile  T'he reply
was a most extraordinary production, wegker, 1f possible,
than the speech itself , 1n fact, no gemus could ever surpass
1t He did not agree with a single hne of the address, but
would rather adopt the views of the last speaker, and meet
the points to which he was opposed by special motion ie
objected altogether to the remarks a reference to the mineral
discoveries 1n the north, believing that we should never have
the advantage of mineral discoverles 1n consequence of the
mineral regulations being the worst which could possibly be
put before the public  Although the wording of the coramu-
nication which had been referred to fiom the Commssioner
of Public Works, was calculated to create a belief that he n-
tended to hmit the maximum rate of wages of the working
classes to ¢s per day, he did not beheve that the hon gentle
man had such intention He beheved, however, that the
money which had been spent might have been much better
expended .

lhe AITORNEY-GENERAL was glad, 1 one respect,
that the amendment had been made, because 1t wounld atford
the House an opportunity of expressing theu fecings with
regaid to the Government apart fiom any suck vulgir con-
siderations as the justice or foundation for the particular
point which had been selected as the ground of attack 1t
was stated m the amendment that 1if the works sanctioned
by that House had been at once proceeded with, there would
have been no necessity o1 the intervention of the Govern-
ment to provide for the destitute laborers  Whether that

statement was correct or incorrect, 1t came before the House
without one 10ta of evidence in favor of itstruth  Notlun
had been shewn or attempted to be shewn v hich would le
to the conclusion 1t was true 71he House had heard
from the Coramugsioner of Publhic Works that a thou-
sand unskilled laborers had been employed, and
they had also heard that the works which 1t had been
urged had not been proceeded with, would not have furnished
employmeunt to more than probably one-tenth of that num-
ber of unskilled laboters, So far then as the assertion that
the works not proceeded with would have furmished employ-
ment to the whole of the unskilled laboreis who requued it,
theie was no foundation whatever e would put the cnse
1n this way—certain works requued skilled labor, and there
were certain others which could be performed by unskilled
Iaboiers, which the Government operated upon directly, em-

ploying unskilled laborers upon works for which
they were fitted, the country havimg the full
benefit of the works upon which  shilled labor

If the Government had shrunk from
finding employment by means of the money which that
Honse had voted for the unskilled Jaborers-—1f any body of
mon could come to that House and say that they were willingto
givetheir laboi, but the Governmentrefused to give them work,
he could understand the accusation against the Government

But what was the fact ? Sxmgly. that the Government 1nter-
fered to prevent a large number of persons from begcoming
chargeable to the Destitute Board, doing so by means of
work smted to the capability of the laborers seeking employ -
ment IThey had done this in accordauce with what ought to
have been if it were not the intention of the House 1n voting
the money ‘I'he chayge contaned 1n the amendment wag as
utterly without foundation as 1t could well be but 1t was as
well that 1t should be so because as he had formerly obseived,
1t afforded hon members an opportumty of voting according
to their feeltngs towards the Government withoutany reference
to the particular guestion under discussion  Lhe hon member
who had moved the hrst amendment—which he had subse-
quently withdrawn-—had attacked the Government on many
points in connection with the address, apd especially on two
—the first being distillation, and the other immigration

That hon member had said that although his own opinion
on the subject of distillation was known to be diffetent fiom
that of a majority of the House, he should have felt had he
been m office, bound to carry out the solemn decision
of that House There ~were certamm cases  1n
which ha considered 1t to be the duty of a
Ministry to yield to the optmion of the House, but where he
entertained a stiong optnion in refeicnce to the inexpediency
of certain measures, he did not conaider 1t s duty, and
never had considered 1t to be, to bow to the opinion of the
House where he believed that opinion to be wrong, and that
to caity 1t out would be 1jurious to the ioterests of the
countty lhere were two shapes which distillation might
be made to assume, and 1f 1t would agsume either of those,
1f the opunons of the House wese oarricd out, he should cer-
tainly decline to carry out thoseopimons, but leavet to his
successor to do 80 , and that was a feehng which he thought
should regulate members of the admimstration 1a dealing
with the expressed opinions of the House He believed, m
reference to distillation, that 1ts advantages to the commu-
mty at large were greatly exaggeraied, and the inconveni-
ence from the loss of a large revenue, and mmposing a par-
ticular class of taxes which must be more burdensome, very
much undeirated He did not, however, mean to_say that
some means might not be devised by which practical fieedom
mght be given to a class who could not profitably emplo

therr productions because they were not permittedto disti

If anything beyond that werc attempted, 1t would, he be-
heved, end 1n Injury to the commumty which it wasia-
tended to advantige” Hewas not prepated to introduce any
measure to repeal the existing measures in reference
to diatillation, and so far as any solemn decision upon the
point was concerned, he was not aware that the House had
come to any solemn decsion, and 1f 1t were taken he be-
heved, 1t would be 1n accordance with the opimons which he
had expressed He should be happy to test the feeling by an
amendment on the address, or by any other means ~ After
another election, when the whole question had been sub-
mitted to the people, the case might be different, but at pre-
sent he doubted whether hon members were prepared to go
further than the Government proposed In reference to 1n-
mugration, he differed with the hon member for the Sturt,
aud those hon members who would at the present moment
put an absolute stoppage to imnugration He could not
1magine anything more suicidal on the pait ot those who felt
an 1nterest 1n the prospenty of the colony The prosperity
of the colony was based on the practical recognition of unmi-
gration adding to numbers, and when that was abandoned he
Peliev ed the prospenty of the colony would begin absolutely
and irretrievably to decline  (“Oh ™) He would ask any
one who had had experience 1n the colony what would have
been the consequence 1f at any former period immmgration
had been stopped It wasabout 12 years ago that he arnved
1 the colony, and the population then was about 20,000,
and but for Goveinment mmigiation he did not
believe the population would now be double that
pumber But for Government immgration he believed
the wealth, prospenity, and progiess of the colony would
have been altogether inferior to what 1t was at the present

wag employed




21] PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES, May 4, 1859 [22

time If those entrusted wath legislative functions kept up
a stream of 1mmigration proportioned to the wants of the
community, he believed that twelve years hence they would
be enabled to as favorably compare the then condition of the
colony with the present, as he was enabled to compare its
present state with twelve years ago  ‘lhey would then admit
that but for immgration, what had been realized could not
by any posaibihity have been He would ask hon members
If they could really believe, whilst on the one hand there
was 4 community like Great Britain, increasing 1n popula-
tion beyond the means of the country, and on the other
South Austialia, with 1ts hundreds of thousands, its
milthons of acres of available land waiting to be cultivated to
turmsh homes and sustenance to thousnds, did they blieve
it was prudent or christianlike to say they would keep South
Austraha for those resident here, and afford no opportunity
to those resident 1n the land from which they also came, to
come and enjoy that prosperity which they had attamed
themselves He believed that those :mmigrants who had
been sclected with reference to the wants of the
colony had found no difficulty 1n  obtamng em-
ployment heie, he did not =allude to those who
had been brought here wunder the nomination
system, but those who had been selected under the
new gystem had not, he believed, contributed to the

ressure on the means of the colony, to which 1eference had

een made. He could understand that parties biought fiom
the workhousesn England, Ieland, o1 Scotland might not,
possibly, find themselves able to supply their wants
better here than there, but where a selection had been
made 1n England of a class guitable to the colony—and there
was no difficulty 1n mahing such a selection to the extent of
the money avalf':\b]e for the purpose—no difficulty had been
eaperienced 1n thewr obtaimng employment upon their
arrival There was no greater delusion than that which
connected deficiency of employment with a stream of efficient
mmmigiation to the colony He had saxd this much, because
these matters involved important principles In reference
to the amendment hc saxd again, that the votes of the House
would depend upon the feching towards the Government If
they wanted to censure the Goveinment they would vote fo1
the amendment , but, if not, for the address proposed

Mr MILNE could not agree with the amendment, becauss
1t stated that 1f the works authonsed by the Assembly bad
been pushed on with vigou thete would have been no neces-
aity for the special interference of the Government A very
luge proportion of the distress was amongst the unskilled
labourers, and no amount of energy on the part of the Com-
missionex of Public Works could hiive met theevil  In refer-
ence to mmmigration, he denied that the prosperity of the
colony could e attributed 1n any degree to (Government
immtgration since the discovery of the goldfields They were
mndebted for that prospenty principally to the land system
and the facthties which were offered for acquiring property
Tlicy were indebted not to those who had been brought out
at the expense of the Government, but to those “%10 had
pad then own passages  Govermment immagration had en-
cumbered the colony with a great number of paupers of late
years, and he was quite suie that all the requirements of the
colony would be met by importing labor from the neighbor-
g colony of Victora, where 1t was redundant. e could not
vote for the amendment, beheving the Government fully
Justifred tn antm?atmg the votes of that House, and meeting
the difficulty as they had, 1n fact, so far from being blane-
able for having provided for the destitute unemployed, he
belicved they were entatled to the thanks of the House for
having done S0 He was surprised at the hon member fo
Encounter Bay instituting a comparison between fiee
laborers and convicts The unemployed were free to go
where they hked, but the mschief was that as the Govern-
ment had brought them heie they had a claim>upon the
Government e bclieved that the Government did therr
duty when they found them employment at  rate of wages
at which they could live, but beyond this he did not think
the Erotvernment had any right to interfere with the labor
matke

Mr PEAXE approved of the course siuch the Govern-
ment had tahen in Jay ing the Lstimates on the table at an
early period, and of the pmoposition to distribute the large
amount formerly chargeable to the geneial yevenue for tﬁe
Police Force e did not believe that the distress amongst
the laboring classes required the Government to interfere as
they had ~ He held that 1t was no part of the duty of the
Executive to stait up as the employers of labor at a
mummum rate.  He believed there had” been a scandalous
waste of the public money by adopting the course which had
been pursued by the Commissioner of Public Woihs  1he
Chiet Engineer of Railways had informed the House that the
cost of rgilway works had been much enhanced by the em-
ployment of men in this desultory and novel manner He
regarded any interfercnce with the natuial adjustment of the
labor market as unwise If therc was raoney in the lreasary
why was 1t not placed in the ordinary channel by which
public funds were used to employ libor® Why was 1t not
employed 1n public works under proper contracts® Why
was not the money placed in the hands of the Road Board
mstead of baing frittered away asit had been® With regard
to immigration those who said shat no more labor was
wanted here knew nothing of the colony, the land was not
half cultivated, the minberal rcsources were not half de-

veloped, the vineyamids were not half cultivated, and the
sheepfarmers weie but pooily supphed with labor The
system of agliculture must, he wag satisfied, very soon wear
ouat unless more Iibor was employed If 1 farmer gotf 53 a
bushel for his wheat and 1t cost him 63 to
produce 1t,1t was wnot diflicult to say what the resuit
would be No doubt the laboring clssses had suf-
fered gieatly, but all classes had wn fact suffered,
and probably these had not suffered the Icast who had
suficred 1n silence  He could not agree with the proposition
that South Austraha should look to Melbourne for & supply
of labom , 1t was absurd to say that South Austraha could
depend upon a colony which produced twelve mullions of
go{)d per annum, and wheie, he observed, they were maugu-
rating a new land system which would piobably compete
with our own, and draw thousands fiom this colony Pro-
bibly in the course of five or srx_years those who were at
preseut suffering their fir st colomal difficulties would be the
fiist to admut thatit would have been impolitic on the part
of the Government at the present time to put a stop to imma-
giation  He must certainly withhold s assent to & whole-
gale stoppage of immigration, which, he believed, would be
sweidal to the working men themselves He would suggest
whether it would not be better 1nstead of the six shiploads
of immigrants being diffused over the whole year, that they
should all be sent” here at a period when the farmers
would be 1n funds, and prepared to employ them He be-
heved that no Ministry would be enabled long to stave off
the question of distillition, and that upon an appeal to the
couutry free distillation would at once be determimed upon
He would ask the hon member for Ecounter Buy to con-
gent to an alteration of his amendment, so that 1t would
read—* We regret the tempoiary want of employment
amongst the labouring classes, but are glad tolearn this want
18 gradually disappeating

M1 DUNN sud that much had been spoken about the dila-
toriness ot the Goverament in not carrying on public woiks,
and 1t was asserted that the great want of employment for
laborers was due to the Commissioner of Pubhe Works
Knowing something of colomal affairs, he believed that
if all the woiks voted had been proceeded with within
a month, 1t would not have done much good to the
class of labour then out of employ (Hear, hear ) He had
been told of one contractor who took a contract for a piece
of road from the Ceuntral Road Board, and to whom the
Commussioner of Iublic Works offered to send up 40 men
at 43 6d per day each obseiving that the work would then
get on swaimmungly But the contractor said “no, Tam giving
my own men 75 and ¢in reiise more profit by doingso 1lhe
men gou would send me would only be a nwisance, as they
would create discontent amongst my own men ** These were
the class of men who wanted employment for the last couple
of months (Hear, hear) Asto the remarks of the hon
member for Onkaparinga on unmgration, he entirely de-
murred agamst thom Tt was not immgration, but the cha-
racter of the men sent out that was to blame (Loud cries
of “Hear, hear '’) Anableman wasalways able to obtainem-
ployn ent It 1t had ot been for immigration what would
the colony have done, when nearly the whole population of
the colony deserted 1t The harvest could not have been
gathered 1n but for immigrants (Hear, hear ) It was true
that they soon disappeared—(heai, hear, and somelaughter) -
but the question was did not they pay for the cost of bring-
mg them out by getting the harvest in  (Hear, hear) (5}
(Mr Dunn) would support the address

The COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS said that
although he had 1eason to believe that the reply to the
addiess wou'd be agrced to, though some hon members
might not agree with 1t in every part'cula:, and although he
thought matters of detail could be better discussed at a future
time, still he could not allow the discussion to pass without
saying a few words on the subject of immigration It was
within his province to know that all the unemployed labor-
ers came out under the old system of immigration (Hear,
hear ) He trusted hon members would not lose sight of
this fact It was necessary to look more to the quality of
the labor mnported, and the defective quality,of some of the
labor formerly introduced was owing to the indiscre-
tion which prevailled under the old system  (Hear,
heu ) Not one out of 438 men at one time
employed at the public cxpense came out under the
new system ‘Ihe whole of them were sent on the
nommation principle  He was astomshed to hear the hon
member fo1 Onkapaiinga state that the colony derived no
benefit from immigiation since the gold discovertes  Since
then the colony imported 46,000 people, with a neaily equal
proportion of both sexes, and what would have been the
state of 1ts imports and exports, and all industrial pursumts,
1f1t were not for tlns most seasonable and large addition to
the population As these persons cost but £15 a-head, the
money was well expended The colony wanted not alone
artizans and laborers, but also a constant supply of domestio
servants

Mr LINDSAY agreed that both the speech and the
address were very mulk-and-waterish affairs, and thought
that the less meaming that was put into the 1eply the better
He thercfore agreed with the amendment of the hon member
for the Buira and Clare, as to striking ont the paragraph
which was the cream of the affair, 1t there was any cream in
it (A laugh) ‘lhe address could nov be so much com-
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plamned of for 1ts sing of commuission as for those of omiz-
sion, but there were several very important matters omitted
The opening up of the River Murtay traffic should have been
alloded to (hear, hear), an whatever  was  the
policy of the Government should have been boldly stated,
for1t was a question which must be giappled wath lhe
hon member (Mr Neales) would bang the question forwaid,
and then would be the tune for hon members to express
their opinions , but he could not help expressing hissurprise
that any Govelnment at the present junctuie should ot
mentioning the subject  He did not wish to censme the Go-
vernment, and he would therefoie be pleased to sce the
amendrentof is hon colleague withdrawn, as that amend-
ment, 1if carricd, would certainly amount to a censute  Hig
motto was, to usc a hackneyed phase, “ Measures, not men,”’
and he would, therefore, be happy to support any good mea-
gures of the prcgent Mamistry

Mr TOWNSEND suggested that the debate be adjourned,
as many hon membeis desired to speak (Ciies of “No,”’
and “Goon ') Hewouldbegin with a remark of the hon
the Commussioner of Public Works, who said that never,
since the colony was fortunate enough to possess a Govern-
ment, was the office of the Colonial Architect 1n such a satis-
factory state as at present (lhe Commissioncr of Public
Works—As forward a state ¥ He (Mr 1ownsend) would put
1t to the Honse whether during the )ast session, when any
sum was asked for, the argument used was not, that
although the plans and estimates were not Dbefore
the Ilouse, sfill the vote would mmmcdiately bencfit
the labowning classes Thesession was closed quickly, Hus
Lxcellency the Governor being very punctuwal i ainving, so
much so mndeed as to come up at the very moment the Tion
the Speaker took thecharr (Laughter) Yet 1t was npot
until the 12th of Masch that any one tender was called for
1ie bad been told row that if the whole of the money voted
last session had been at once expended by the hon the Com-
missoner of Public Works, ag should have been the case, 1t
would not give employment to even a consideiable pei-
centage of the unemployed  But if so, what did the hon the
Commussioner of Public Works mean by askig for votes in
order to relieve the labouring classcs® He knew from an
intelligent master-bmilder, that the amount of shilled labour
unemployed 1n the colony 1t present tvas larger thun at any
former period , and he believed, had there been any activity
i the Colonial Architect’s ofhce, 100 masons, 100 carpenters,
and 100 other artisans might be employed It was sud the
Colomial Aichitect had but four weeks’ leave of abscnce. He
(Mr Townsend) thought it would have been better that that
gentlernan should fust have got out his {)I(ms, and then
applied for leave of absence Tle thought the House should
come to a determuation mot to vete one farthmng
dming the present session for any work, until the
plans and estimates for 1t weire laid on the table. As to
lmmn(fvr(ltwn, the Hon the Attorney-Geneial said the colony
would not be whatit1s but for the influx of immigrants
He (Mr Townsend) would give the hon member the bencht
of the past, but he would say that in future bunging persous
here to compete with the thiiving colomes of Victoria and
New South Wales was throwing money away The hon
member for the Buira had asked whethcr the country was
to compete with Victonia by bringing men out in oidei that
they might go away immediately, and such was 1eally the
case ‘Thelaw of supply and demand 1egulated the matter,
and 1t was stucidal for this eolony to expend money in such
a manner It was no part of the tunctions of Government
to provide employment for the people  When destitution
cotnmenced, thent was the duty of Government to piotect
the people fiom starving but nothing more  I'he hon the
Cominissioner of Public Works 1n his celebiated letter sad
he would give 48 per day, but one man actually made 58 7d
But 1t was shewn, that if any priyate eroployer oftered a man
43 per day he must go, so_that the policy of the Govern-
ment was, that a man slould eun 4s a-day, and no
more ‘Lhe hon member for Kast Toniens had
sud of the speeches, some as pompous, othwrs as
humorous, and so on, but he (Mr Townsend) had ncver
heard so wcak a speech from that hon membei, who, he
was aware, could a1gue any question with fluency and clea -
ness 1he hon member sud that the speech meant
nothing, and that” the address meant notlung, and
thetefore the amendment, which meant something, was
to be got nd of He now came _to the question of distiila-
tion ~ 1he hon the Attorney General said that he dud not
know of any solemn vote of the House 1n reference to thig
question  But on the 22nd July, 1837, M1 Waterhouse
moived a resolution that all 1estiictions upon distillation
should be removed, and the Government of that day i which
all the memberg of the present Administiation were not 1n-
cluded, but of which the hon the Ireasmer and the hon
the Attorney-General formed past, moved as an amendment
that free distillation take effect after an interval of fifteen
months  The hon the Ieasurer also said on that occasion
that he believed 1t would add to the morality ot the people
to sanction free distillation  Lhe ‘Lreasurer, motcover, was
Chanman of the Committee which reported in favor
of the abolition of restiictions, and the report was
manly that diawn up by him ‘lhe hon  the
Attorney-General sud that this was the act of the Com-
mittee, but wis 1t not also the act,of the Treaswmer® His
(Mr ‘lownsend’s) belief was that 1t was the intention of the

Government to shelve this question, but he also believed
that the people would demand the 11ght to use their own
products As the speech meant nothing, and the address
nothing, he could not oppose them, but 1t seemed to lim a
solemn farce for a Leglslature of 26 members to meet for two
daysn order to be told that the business before them meant
nothing  Ie would suggest to the Government to withdiaw
the sixth paragraph of the address, as le could not affiim
what he did not believe, and he did not believe that Govan-
ment should have interfered to provide work for the unem-
ploved

‘I he amendment ws then put, and lest wathout a division,
and the origimal motion was ummediately put and carried

The House rose at 20 mnutes to 5 o’clock

THURSDAY, MAY 5

The SPFARER took the chair at two minutes past

1 o'clock
REPLY TO GOVERNOR'S ADDRLSS

The SPEAKER 1mtimated that His Excellency the Go-
vem?r ‘;ould receive the 1eply to Ins addiess at half-pist
1 o’cloc N

Upon the motion of the ATTORNEY GENERAL, 1t was
resolved that the House adjourn at twenty nunutes past
1 o’clock t.ll ten minutes to 2 o clock

REVENUE AND LXPENDITURE

The TREASURER stated, inteply to Mr Glyde, that the
us 11l statement of the Revenue and Expenditure for the first
quarter of the present year woull be laid upon the table of
the House in the course of the day

BRIDGE AT ONKAPARINGA

The COMMISSIONER OF I'UBLIC WORKS stated, 1n
reply to Mr DMildred, that he had duning the recess visited
Onkaparinga for the purpose of determining the proprety of
erecting a bridge auwoss the Onkaparinga et 1 accord-
ance with the prayer of the 1csidents on the south side

MINERAL LEASES

Mr REYNOLDS moved—

“ That a return be laid upon the table of the House, show-
g the number of mincial leases 1ssued from the date of
coming mto operition of the Waste Lands Act of 1857,
giving the names of the lessces, the amount of tent paid,
and terms for winch granted—specﬂymg m each caseaf the
lease 18 renew able or not, and 1f renewable, upon what con-
ditions >’

Has object mn bringing forward tlus motion was to test the
accutacy of various rumors which were afloat in reference to
leages of tius description  Some who had obtained minergl
leases behweved that they held tham in perpetisty, walst
some who held them for 14 years held that they had the
right of renewal on payment of £80 at the end of ‘14 years

If 50, he doubted whether the Waste Lands Act of 1857 had
becr catrsed out  One lease submitted to him was certanly
not 1n accordance with the Act  Lhe Government might be
enabled to explan thése disctepancies, and 1t was to afford
them an opportunity that he now asked for the returns
mentioned 1n his motion  The Act authoinsing the granting
of mineral leases was passed in 1857, but he found that no
regulations had been tramed tll January, 1859, a period of 15
months If the hon gentleman took so long a tuneto attend
to his dutzes, 1t was time steps were tahen to wake him up
(Laughter ) In the Government Geazette of 13th January,
1859, was a notice to the effect that appbcations would be
recetved tor mineral leases of land in blocks not exceed-
mg 100 ades, but in the regulations the blochs were
stated to be of 80 acres It was possible that this
might be an error of the punter, or 1t mght be
characteristic of the hon gentleman’s mode of dealing with
matters—blundenng at everything  (Laughter) Lhe Waste
Lands Act of 1857 authoiised the Governor to frame regu-
lations, and if the House were not sitting, the tceulations
wale to be laid npon the table within 14 days of then meet-
g Up to that day, however, the regulitions had never beor
laid upon the table Ihe regulations stated that there should
be a renew al of lease 101 14 jears, upon piyment of a hioe of
not less than 1/ per acie, but the Commissioner of Crown
T ands had fixed the rate at not less than 5/ per acre What
power had he to do this ?

Mr HALLLTI suggested the addition to the motion of
the following words—*“and all mineral leases at presentin
existence "

M(xi SIRANGWAYS seconded the motion as 1t origmally
8too

The ATTORNEY-GENI'RAL supilorte:l the motion, and
had the hon mover confined hunself to matters connected
with that motion, he (the Attorney-General) would not have
troubled the House with any address, bemg ways 1eady to
furmsh all possible wformation  But the hon member{; d
gone 1nto matteis not connected with or telating to the
motion  He had accused the Government of making three
omssions or criors  lhe hon member had stated that he
had refericd to the Gacetfe, and found that the regulations
there referred to named 100 acres, and m makhing that state-
ment the hon member was quite corrcet, but it wais a pity
he had not looked a Little furthe:, as he would have seen 1n the
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next number that the error was cotrected by the publication
of tresh regulations (Hcar) TChe next charge prefonud
was that the1egulations in reference to pastoril Jeascs hud
not been laid on the table of the Housc, but 1f it weie
80, 1t was certainly singular that those retuins should
have been printed as a Council paper and bound
up 1n the records of the House, as the hon membet could
find upon consulting Councit Paper No 25, of 1857, whnch
w1s oidered to be printed on 23rd December, 1857
(T.aughter ) With respeet to the third accusation, charging
the Governrient with Laving violated the letter and spirt
ot the Aet, by providicg thaf the penalty should not be less
than £5 per acie, unless the Lon mem{)el was prepaued to
prove that five was less than one, 1t would be ditheult to
show that the principle of the Act had been violated

1he motion was then put and carried
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE

Tlhie House adjourned for the puipose of presenting the
1cply to Hus bhxcellency

PRESEN1ATION OF_ADDRESS TO HIS
EXCELLEXNCY

Upon the House resuming at 10 muutes to 2 o'clock, the
SPLAXLER mntinated that the deputation had presented to
His Juxcellency the Governor the reply adopted by theAs-
sembly to His Excellency’s Addiess upon opeming Parha-
ment, and that His Excellency had becn pleidsed most
gractously to recerve the same

NO HOUSE

Mr REYNOLDS drew attention to the fact that there was
not a quoruin of members present

By direction of the SPEAKER, the bells were rung, and
several members made their appearance

Mr REYNOLDS again drew the attention of the Speaker
to thefact of there being no House

The SPEAKER said that two mnutes had not elapsed
since the bell wassrung

Another mmute having passed, Mr REYNOLDS agamn
called the attention of the Speakelr to the fact that there was
no House , and

Lhe SPLAKER, at 7 minutes to 2 o’clock, adjourned the
House t1ll 1 o’clock on the following day

RESUMPTION OF THE SITTING

A few rmnutes after the Speaker had declaied the House to
be adjourned, st was intimated to Jum that, owing to some
defect in the wires the bell had not rung in the Refreshient-
room Under these arcumstances, and theie having artived
a suffictent nummber of members, the proceedings wete allowed
to be resumed

GOOLWA AND STRATHALBYN TRAMWAY

The COMMISSIONLR OF PUBLIC WORKS mosed—

“That a Sclect Committee be appomnted to take evidence
and report upon the ainount of traffic that may be expected
vpon a tramway between Strathalbyn and the Goolwa

Capt HARI mustopposc the motion e wasnot satisfied
that the route proposed by the Government was the best
His own opinion, at present, was that the kinmss should be
the point stiuck At all events 1t was the duty of the Go-
vernment to obtain the information which they now sought
to impose upon the House ‘I he proposed Bill contemplated
a Jine to the Goolwa and there only , but the House wanted
to know which was the best ine

Mr REYNOLDS considered the course pursucd by the
Government most unusual and objectionable The House
ought to have becn placed mn possession of Mr Hargreave's
report, not on one route only, but on the severalioutes which
1t was necessary should be surveyed [he Government had
no right to remit to a Sclect Commuttec the woik which they
wele paid for performing  Ior his own part, he preferred
Milang as a terminus, betore the Goolwa, but all that had to
be considered 1 connection with the evidence which Govern-
ment were 1n duty bound to supply He should move the
previous guestion

Mi NEALES did not care so much for the course ndopted
bemng *unusual,” nasmuch as there were many unuasual
things doue 1n 1 new colony, but he objected to the Govern-
ment seeking to commit the House to a Goolwa tramway
scheme when the House had called for surveys and estimates
i teference to the various toutes by which Strathalbyn
might be connected with the seaboard He (Mr Neales)
would not take the one route Jaid down by the surveyor, in
placeof that choice of routes to which the House was entitled

Mr DUNN must follow the previous speaker, as the wish
of the House last session was for the varioys alternative
routes to be laid before them, and this had not been done
e had only the day before presented a petition signed by
fnore than 500 persons, arguing foi the adoption of another
e

Mr PEAKE was gurprsed at the novel functions thrust
upon the House by the Government Was that House a
body of traffic-takers® The course adopted was extraordi-
nary Neither surveys nor estimates weie before them, and
either he must vote for the previous question, or the resolu-
tion must be very much altered

Dr WARK refused to sit for a month o1 two taking evi-
dence wiich the Government ought themselves to have pro-
cured, and must vote for the previous question

Mr BARROW was not particularly afraid of a little extra
work being thrust upon the House, but could not agree with
the motion of the hon the Commuissioner, because 1t metely
pledzed the House to take evidence 1 favor of one particular
line, mstead of leaving 16 to the House to decide upon the re-
spective advantagez of various lmes  He must also sapport
the previous question, but perhaps the Commissioner of
Public Works, seeing the general feehng of the House, would
withdraw the motion

The COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS was by no
means dismayed He would withdraw the motion, and take
the responsibibity of bringing 1in and supporting the Bill

SOUTH AUSTRAUIAN RAILWAY COMMISSIONERS

The COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS moved,
putsuant to notice—

L hat he have leave to introduce ‘A Bill mtituled an Act

to vest the powers and tanctions of the South Australian
Railwvay Commssioners 1n the Commussioner of Public
Works "’
Ile said that the matter hnd been already frequently before
the House, when there was a gencral and unanimous feeling
exapressed 1 favor of bringing the several dutie$ and respon-
sibiities now devolving upon the Railway Commissioners
under one head , and he meiely proposed by this Bill to
bring under the head ot the dcpartment of Public Works all
the powers and functions now exercised b% the South
Austrahan Railway Commissioners In fact, the Bill placed
the management of the whole railwiy system in the person
who fllled the office of Commussionet of Public Works for the
time being  He would avail himself of the opportumty of
explaamng the several clauses of the Bill when 1t came before
the House 1n 1ts proper shape

Leave was given to introduce the Bill, which was read a
first time, the second reading made an Order of the Day for
Thursday, Apuil 12

DAYS OF MEETING

The TREASURLR moved—

*1hat during thig session the House meet every Tuesday,
Wednesday, [huisday and Friday, at 1 o’clock , and that on
Tuesdays and [hursdays Government business take preco-
dence of all other business »

Carried

ROAD FROM PORT ELLIOT TO ABBOT'S TRACK

Mr LINDSAY moved—That a return be laid on the table
of thig House showmmg —

1 ¢ Length of Cut Hill-road from Port Elhot to junction
of ¢ Abbott’s I'rack ’

11 Length of * Abbott’s I'rack’ from Port Ellot to junc-
tion with the Cut Hill-road

11x “ Ihe gradients (as far as ascertained), upon the above
two lines respectively

v “Distance ‘as the crow flies’ from Port Elhot to
Junction of the Cut Hill-road with * Abbott’s Track

v “Lengths of nearest approximations to a direct line
compatible with ruling gradients of 1 1n 164, 1 1n 25, and 1 1n
30 respectively, between Port Elliot and junction of Cut
Hill-road with “ Abbott's Tiack’

vi *“Quantity ot earthwork and cost, neceszary with each
of the above giadien(s respectively, to form a roadway, 18
teet wide, between Port lulliot and junction of Cut Hill-10ad
with ¢« Abbott’s Tiack ’

vit “ Distance ‘as the ciow flies’ from Port Elliot to Whl-

lunga, angd lengths (approximately) of nearest approaches to
direct hine compatible with ruling gradients of 11016}, 11n
25 and 11n 30 respectively »
He said that the information required could easily be fur-
nished, as the necessary materials were at present 1 exis-
tence 1n the various Government departments, and he there-
fore trusted the Government would not object to furmsh the
returns required

Mr NEALES would like to ask the hon member what
would be the expense of these returns , for, if they were ex-
pensive he certainly would vote agunst them It the hon
maver was i doubt on the subjict, he (Mt Neales) would
then look to the Commissioner of Pbhe YWorks for informa-
tion

Mr STRANGIWAYS suggested that the information
sought for by the earher portion of these returns was to be
had at the Sutvey Ofhce, if the hon member would go there
with a pair of compasses, and as regarded the latter por-
tion of the returns asked for, new surveys would have to be
made He suggested that the mover would withdraw hus
motion

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said that the mformation
required by the 5th, 6th, and 7th dwvisions of the motidon
could only be supplied after fiesh levels and new surveys had
been taken and made over every inch ot the road, and he
was sure the House would not sanction returns of that sort,
uuless where they were of public impoitance, or such as
would justify the great expense of theu preparition

Captain HART would like to learu from the mover s
object 1n endeavoring to obtain this information If, as he
apprehended, 1t were to show whether Strathalbyn should be
joined by Encounter Bay by that line, he could have
attaiged his object 1n a3 mu.h shorter and less expensive
mannel

Mr LINDSAY had moved for these returns, simply to
afford such information as would cause o saving of 25,0000
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public money (Hear, hear, and laughter) And he so
woided his motion a3 to cnable the Government to furnish
the wformation without furthel surveys, and though the
line recommended by Mr Dehsser might be better than that
by the Cut Hill, 1t was a great deal longer than neces-
sary, and roore expensive to constiuct  From Poit Elliot to
Grant s Corner, would cost35 000, , but a better hne still
might be made fo1 5,0000 He had no personal intercst to
serve 1n moving for these returns, but they would cost very
little, and 1f they were refused, more money would be spent
than was requued , all he was anxvious for, was to have an
investigation into the morits of the several lines

Mr GLYDE sad, as the member for Encounter Bay
(Mr Lindsay) had said that these returns would cost very
httle, he begged to have the opimion of the Attorney-
General upon that point

The ATIORNEY GENERA sad that a portion of the
retuins called for would not be furnished without great ex-
pense , but1f the hon member would withdraw h 8 motion,
he (the Attorney G :neral} would undertake to furnish all the
1nformation 1a the possession of the Govermment upon the
subject (Hear, hear)

‘1 he question was then put and negatived

In answer to Mr MILDRED, the ATIORNUY-GENE-
RAU said 1l the information tn the possession of the Go-
vernment should be furmishod as speedily a9 possible, not-
withstanding the motion had been negatived

Me LINDSAY had not heard distittetly what had fallen
from the Attorney-General, or he wouls
the motion

IELEGRAPH TO MOUNT BARKER

Mr MILVE asked the Commussioner of Public Works,
pursuant to notice —

“ Why the Government aie not carrywng the hae of tele-

raph from Adelanle to Goolwa in the manner voted by the
§-Iouse mn_the Supplementary Istimeates of 1853, namely,
‘thnough Woodside, Nawrne, Mount Barker, Macclesfield, and
Stiathalbyn > *

The COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS replied
that, 1n accoidance with the recommendation of the
Supenntendent of lelegraphs, the Government had de-
termuned to take the telegraph lIme to Mount Bukeria the
st instance, with a braneh line to Woodside and Nanae, as
the othcr route was expensive, and hable to bush fires

The House then adjourned till 1 o clock next day

FRIDAY, MAY 6

The SPEAKER took the Chair at eight minutes past one
o'clock

TRAMWAY FROJM STRATHALBYN TO GOOLWA

The COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS gave
nofice that on the following Tuesday he should move for
leave to intioduce a Bill wthorising the construction of a
tramway from Strathalbyo to Goolw

THE ENGLISH MAIL
In answer to Mr STRANGWAYS, the COMMISSIONER
OF PUBLIC WORKS sad arrangements had been made
to transmit telegraphic messages to Melbouine daring the
night, 1n the event of the arrival of the Buropean mail at

that time
NORTHERN EXPLORA1ION
The COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS laid upon
the table of the House a statement shewing the cost of the
Northein Expedition
It was o1dercd to be printed
THE SURVEY DEPARTMENT
The COMMISSIONLR OF CROWN LLANDS Jaid upon

the table wnformation from the Survey departinent, requested
on the previous day by Mr Lindsay

THE TRINITY BOARD

The TREASURER laiY on the table (as required by law)
bye-lans prepaved by the Tuinity Board
RAILYWAY FROM STRATHALBYN
The COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS laid upon
the table a report upon the proposed 1atlway communication
between Stiathalbyn and the seaboard  Also, the repoit of
the Chiet Engincer of Raitlways upon the subject

RIVOLI BAY

Mr MILNE asked the Commssioner of Public Works
whether 1t was in conscquence of the report upon and survey
of Rivoh Bay that the Government had deterrined not to
expend the vote of £500 for the ercction of & Custom-house
at Rivoh Bay

The COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS replied in
the affirmative

DAUGHTER OF CAPTAIN FLINDERS

Mr HALLET11 moved—

“That this House will, on Wednesday, 11th day of May,
regolve itself mto a Commuttee of the whole for the puipose
of considering the motion that an address be presented to
Hig IExcellency the Governor-in Chief, praying His Inxcel-
lency to cause & sum of 500/ to be placed on the Estimates

’
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for the purpose of %reseutmw to Mrs Anne Petrie, the
daughter and only chdd of the late Captain Flinders, the
original discoverer of this colony, as a testimonial of the
~respect preserved by the colonists to his memory on account
of the eminent services rendered by him, and which ult:-
mately led to its establishment ™

The hon member remarked that the colony of New South
Wales, 80 tur back as 1853, granted an anunwity of £100 to
Mrs Petite, and that course was voluntarily followed by the
colony of Victorin  He wishad this colony to place 1tself in
the same honoiable position a9 the others  He would leave
hon members to say whether this colony should not standin
the same honoiable position as other colonies

Mr HAWKER seconded the motion, which was carried

MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS

Mr TOWNSEND put the question of which he had given
notice—

“That he will ask the Hon the Attorney-General (Mr
Hanson) if 1t 1s the intention of the Govirnment to 1ntro-
duce a Bull during the piesent session to 1egulate the quahfi-
cations of practitioners 1n medicine and suigery "’

The TREASURER had been jnstructed by the Attorney-
Geneial to state that 1t was not at present the intention of
the Goveinment to introduce any such measure

INIERCOLONIAL 1RADE

Mr BARROW brought forward the notice 1n hig name—

“ I'hat theie be laid on the table of the House a return of
the valucot duty-paying goods imported into South Australia
from the several colomes of New South Wales, Victoria, and
Tasmama during each of the preceding five years, also, a
return of the value of South Austrahan re-expoits (on which
drawback was allowed) to the same colonies, severally, during
each of the same years ™’
The hon membel remarked that the information which he
asked for could be very easily %Aven, and though it might to
a certain eatent be obtamed by going through volumes of
the Gazette, still 1t was 1nformation which 1t would be very
useful for members to have before them 1n a compact torm,
i order to sce how far the intercolomal trade with Mel-
bourne and Syduney was profitable to the colony

Mr COLL seconded the motion, which was carried

GOVERNMENT IMMIGRALION

Mr BARROW moved -

* I'hat there be laid on the table of the House a return
showing the number of 1mmigrants Ianded in this colony,
wholly or partly at the expensi of the Governmeat during
cach year from 1850 to 1853 mclusive, distinguishing nomi-
nated from selected 1mmigrants, showing, also, the amount
expended on account of each year’s immugration, distingmsh-
1ng departmental from contract charges
The lton member rematked that these returns would greatly
assigt n the discussion of the question of imugration,
winch would doubtless come on during the present ses-

s1o0n
Mr PEAKE geconded the motion, which was carried
MAIN ROADS
Mr PEAKE brought on the notice standing m his

name—

* 1hat he will ask the Hon the Comrmssioner of Tublic
‘Works—

1 “Who is the Chief Iingineer charged to set out the main
10ads of tlus province .

2 * Lo what engineer does the Central Road Board look
for professional advice, before authorizing any deviation ot
alteration of the lines of main road once deter mined on by the
Government Engineer?

3 “Are the surveyors sent out by the Central Road
Board at the sugfestion of proprietors and others, to ex umine
projected deviations and alterations of main roads, unde: the
contiol ¢t a Chief Engineer, or do the surveyors act upon
their own discretion (or the suggestions offercd in the loca-~
Iity) as to what number of trial Tines they will suivey »

4 * Are the surveys, when completed, specially reported-
on by the Chief Engineer befoie public money 18 expended
thereon ?

5 “\What regulations are in force with respect to the time
occupied 1n these trial smveys, and for the generil guidance
of the suiveyois employed by the Cential Road Board, and
who 1s_charged to see that these regulations are acted up to*

6 *Is 1t the mtention of the Government todo away with
the present plan of mamtaimng main 101ds w repar by
employing day Itbor thereon, and to substitute a system of
contracts for naintenance of main roads in lieu thereof >
" il)‘hc COMMISSIONER OI' PUBLIC WORKS rephed ag

ollows —

ld'lhere 13 no Chief Engineer charged to set out main
roads

2 The Road Board in general cases look to the Superin-
tending Swrveyor of each district, of which there are four,
for protessional advice, before authomzimg any deviction of
lines of road  Qccasionally a surveyor who s not on the
permanent staff of the Board 13 employed on new lines or
deviations

3 As there 18 no Chief Engincer the surveyors sent out
cannot be under the control of such an officer The sur-
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veyors do act on thewr own discretion in the trial ines they
survey, unless they have special instructions

4 No Chief Engincer

5 The Board 1n each case 1ssue such instiuctions as may
appear to be necessary, and the surveyors are responsihle that
these 1nstructions are carried out

6 The general system adopted for the maintenance of
man roads s that of letting by tender wherever practicable,
and not of rcpairimg by day work

DEEPENING THE MURRAY

Mr MILNE moved--

“That the petition of the inhahitants of the districtsof
Bremei and Alexandrina, 1elative to the deepening of the
mouth of the Murray, be printed >
1he hon member stated he was anxious that a copy of
Council paper, No 14 of 1856, should be placed 1n the hands of
each hon member, and as he was awaie thaf a great many
extra copies were In the hands of the Government, no extra
cost would beinvolved, and he would therefore, with the
permission of the House, move as an addition to his motion,
that copres of Council Paper, No 14 of 1856, be distributed
to members He would at once state 1t was his intention to
take further action 1n the matter

‘1be motion, as amended, was carried

PUBLIC WORKS

Mr REYNOLDS moved—

« I'hat a1eturn be laid upon the table of the House show-
mg what public works and buildings anthoiised on the Sup-
plementauy and General istimates of last session have been
undertaken, giving the date ot each vote, and the Gazette
or other public notices calling for tenders for the execution
of tlI:e same, and stating also the present state of cach
work ™
He was not desirous of imbating a discussion in merely
moving for returns, as no doubt a discussion upon the sub-
Ject would take place during the session 1The Commissioner
of Public Works challenged him with so much boldness the
other day to move for these 1eturns, that he being of a con-
stitution not to refuse a challenge, had determined to move
for them, 1 o1der thatthe hon geatleman’s statement might
be substantiated 1t correct, or lis (Mr Reynolds’s) if correct

Mr STRANGWAYS, 1n seconding, remathed that it was
desirable that the returns now moved for should be in the
hands of hon wmembers before any diseussion took place
upon the motion of which he hadfgn en notice

The COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS would
produce the teturns, and would take care therc was no
unnecessary delay, bot he could not undertake to say they
should be ready by the following Wednesday

M1 REYNOLDS said there was a Council Paper already
on the table of the House, showing the works which had
been cxecuted to the end of the year, consequently 1t could
not take long to continue that return

The COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS pointed
out that a report was requued upon the present state of each
work, and as some of the works were at a considerable dis-
tance from tonwn, 1t would take some tume to prepire the
necessary mformation

THE NEW GOODS SHED AT THE RAILWAY

SIATION

Mr TOWNSEND brought forward the notice1n Jus name—

* Lhat he will ask the Hon the Commissionet of Pubhe

Works (Mr Blyth)if the new goods shed for the South Aug-
tralian Railway 18 being erected on the site shown by the
plaus laid on the table of the House, and, 1f not, what 1s
the rewson for the change? ™’
He had been mduced to ask the question 1n consequence of a
rumour which had reached hum, to the effect that the shed
was not upon the site which, during the discussion upon the
subject lns€session 1t was stated it would be

1he COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS read the
follow:ing reply, stating that he had pre(}mred a wniten reply,
1 order that 1t should appear on record —

« Plans of the proposed new goods shed were exlibited
during the last session of Parhament, and 1t was stated to
the House by the Commussioner of Fublic Works that the
1atended site was fronting North-terrace, but on careful re-
consider ation, and upon consultation with those who, from
experience 1 the goods department of the railway, were
best qualified to give an opimion on the matter, 1t appeared
that the requirements of the railway mught, at some future
period, render necessary, a tresh alteration in the goods
shed, if erected upon the very hmted Iwnd available imme-
diately 10 tront of North-teirace, but thatf the goods station
were placed on the northern side of the line, the posi-
tion would be an ex<cellent one, affording ample space for any
additional amount of accommodation for goods which may
ever be requred, being easily accessible from all parts of the
city, and not hhely to be beinterfered with by any other
building Lhe decision to place the goods shed where 1t s
now being erected, was, therefore, arrived at

Mr REYOILDS hoped the whole answer would appear

The COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS sad all
but the p1chiminary remarks

LAND NEAR 'HE HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT
Mr STRANGWAYS brought forward the notice 1n s

name—
« Jhat he will ask the Hon the Comnussioner of Public

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES, May 10, 1859

1

(30

Works (Mr Blyth) whether {t I3 intended to take any and
(f any) what steps to alter the present appearance of the
l}%nd between the Houses of Parliament and the City Biidge
oad®”

Houn members would no doubt be aware that the piece of
land to which he alluded was situated between the Houses of
Parliament and the road leading to the old Waterwoiks,
and which was enclosed with a handsome fence

He had frequently remarked the ornamental appearance of
the ground, and that very moimug had made a fresh exami-
nation of 1t He saw an old fencing-post within the new
feuce, also, a dead gum tice, and further towards the bridge,
an immense quantity of old Council papers (Laughter ) In
another 8pot he found an assortment of bottles, pieces of oil-
cloth, and old bricks Having been greatly struck by the
appearance of the Jand, he begged to put the question of
which he had given notice.

lhe COMMISSIONLR OF PUBLIC WORKS saud—
“ It 1s designed to turn the road {o the Ford so as to form a
Junction with the City Bndge-road at some little distance
from North-terrace, thus increasing the area ot the reserve
east of the Parhament House, and obtaining an easier gra-
dient for the traflic to the Railway Goods Shed, and on
execution of the work, the unsightly stone now on the giound
will be avatled of for making the new road, and the planta-
tions will be propeily looked to lhe tiecs which had been
planted were done under contitact, tho contractor under-
taking to 1cnew any of them that died and the fresh trees
will be planted as soon as the season will permit ”

DISPOSAL OF STORED GRAIN

Mr ROGERS brought forwaid the notice 1 his name—

“That he wmll ask the Hon the Attorney-General (Mr
Hanson) whether he will, when introducing the Bill to con-
solidate and amend the Criminal Lawg, mntroduce a clause
making 1t a punishable offence for corn dealers, when re-
ceving mawn for storage, to sell or appropriate the same
without the congent in writing of the person or persons so
storing the saud grain? >
He bad been mduced to put the questiom m consequence of
the great complarnts which he had heard amongst faimers
1n reference to this matter Farmers frequently stored therr

ram with corndealers who became insolvent, aud 1t

requently transpired that the corndealers had sold the grain

80 stored without any authority from the actual owner ~The
farme1s, who were generally unsuspecting honest people,
had been great sufferers by such transactions, and it the law
at present did not touch such fraudulent tiansactions, he
thought 1t should be so altered as to puush parties for dis-
posing of the property of otheis without the authority of the
owners

The TREASURER lad been instructed by the Attorney-
General to state thit the Government had seen the neceasity
of considering this question, and indeed had considered 1t
Plob:;l;g dunirg the present session a measure would be m-
troduced upon the subject

ADJOURNMENT

Mr REYNOLDS would, as the Government had not
brought foiward anything for ‘luesday, except the first
reading of the Census Bill, move that the House adjourn
till Wednesday  lhere was rctually noting on the notice
paper for Tuesday worth coming to the House for He had
understood that a Bill for the construction ot a tramway
fiom Strathalbyn to Goolwa had been prepared, and he
expected 1t would have been biought forwaid (An hon
member—* It’s withdiawn ")  An hon member said 1t was
withdiawn, but surely that could not be He would move
that the Houge adjourn till the foliowing Wednesday

Mr STRANGWAYS seconded

The COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS said 1f the
hon member fo1 the Sturt had been in s place at the com-
mencement of the proceedings of the day he would have
known that the course which lie had advised the Government
to tahe was the very course which they had taken, unfortu-
natcly, without having the advantage of consulting with the
hon member He alluded to the imntroduction of the Strath-
albyn and Goolwa Tramway Bill (A laugh)

Mr STRANGWAYS suggested the propriety of the
Attorney-General reconsidening the Census Bill

The motion was then put and lost A division being called
for, the votes were as follows —

Axrs, 8 —blessrs Bariow, Cole, Dufficld Mildied, Strang-
wAys, lownsend, Wark, and Reynolds (teller)

NoOEs, 9 —The Contrmissioner of Crown Lands, the Trea-
swier, Messrs Hawker, Hallett, Macdermott, McEllster,
?111};19,) Rogers, and the Commissioner of Pubhc Works

eller

The House adjourned at ten munutes to 2 o'clock tull 1
o'clock on the following Fuesday

————
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
TUESDAY, MAY 10
The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 2 o'clock
REPLY TO THE GOVERNOR'S ADDRESS
The PRILSTDENT anvounced that on the preceding Wed-

nesday, he had J)resented to His Lixcellency the Goveinor
the 1eply adopted by the Councl to s Excellency’s address
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upon the opening of Parliament, and that IHis Excellency
had been pleased to recetve the same
THE HON JOHN BAKER

The PRESIDENT annouunced that he had received a letter
fiom the Hon John Baker, mtimating that on the 2nd
March he presented to Her Majesty the addiess adopted by
the Council, upon the mairiage of Her Royal Highuess the
Princess Royal

THE RIVER MURRAY

The Hon H AYLRS presented a petition from 98 inhabi-
tants of Bremer and Alexandrina, praymg that steps imght
be taken for the improvement of the seca mouth of the River
Murray, and decpening the channel ot the river, as recom-
mended by Mi Goydel

THE WALIERWORKS

The Hon Capt BAGOT ashed the Chief Sccretary 1f he
could lIay on the tible of the House correspondunce which
had taken place with the Government relative to the Water -
works, subsequent to the repott of the Clnet Commissioner
upon the works, incleding a letter addressed to the Chict
Commussioner by the former Commissioner of Waterwoihs,
m explanation” of implied censure upon former Com-
missionel s

‘Llhe CHIEF SECRLTARY saw no objection to the letters
bemng made public, and would lay them on the table of the

Iouse
INDIAN RELIEF FUND

The CHIEF SECRETARY laid on the table of the House,
by command of His Excellency, further despatches relative
to the Indian Rclief Fund

Ordered to be printed

THE RIVER MURRAY

The CHTETF SECREI'ARY Jaid on the table of the House
a report of the Master of the Tiumty House, on the present
state of the sea mouth of the Ruver Murriy, together with a
chait shewing the altetations whuich had talen place during
the List two years

OFFLNCLS OF A PUBLIC NATURE

The CHIEF SECRELARTY moved for leave to mtroduce —
“ A Billaintituled an Act for consohidating the Statute Law in
force in South.Austrahiarelating toindictable oftences of a pub-
lic niture *” The object sought tobe attained was to consohdate
and amend theexisting criminal Statutes  Lhe Billclosely re-
gembled a Bl introduced by the Lord Chancellor to the
House of Lords n 1856, with such alterations as were neces-
sm{ to adapt the measurc to South Austialia  Wheu the
Bill wasn the hands of hon membars, they would see the
various dates fiom which the Statutes weie compiled At
present the cruninal law was compiled from multitudinous
Statutes from the time of the Honiys and Edwards to the
present dite Gicat difficulty was felt by those admmistering
the law 1n searching out theStatutesapplicable to the offences
they had to deal with  If the Bill which he now 1sked leave
to introduace were passed, Judges and Magistrates wonld be
able to ascertain it once the miture and degree of punish-
ment to be awarded to every indictable offence of which they
had cogmizance lhe pumshments presciibed by the Bill
were the same as those wiich were prescribed by the
Lknghsh and other Statutes i force mn this colony, hut
it would be for the Legislatie to consider whether
1t was desirable to alter or modify these punishments It
was at the special desire of the Chief Justice that the Bills,
of which he (the Chief Secretarg) had given notice, were 1n-
troduced, and the Chief Justice had devoted much attention
t(l) “;58 subject Hemoved that he have leave to intioduce
the Bill

Ibe Hon H AYERS seconded the motion, which was
callted, and the Bill was read a first time, the second 1cading
temg mde an Order of the Day for the following luesday

dhe Hon S DAVENPORI hoped the Chief Secietary
would cause copies of the Bills to be forwarded to honorable
members as qmickly as possible, as 1t wis not probable the
Council would mcet until the following fuesday—the very
day proposed for the second reading of the Bl

I'he CHIEF SLCRETARY would take care that copies of
the Bill were sent out that afternoon

OFFENCES AGAINSI THTE PERSON

The CHILF SECRE1ARY moved that he have leave to
mtroduce “A Bul mtituled an Act for consolidating the
Statute L.aw in force mn South Austraha relating to indictable
offences agawnst the person ™’

The Hon H AYERS seconded the motion, which was
cairied, and the Bill was 1end a first time the sccond rending
being made an Order of the Day for the following l'ucsday

OFFENCES AGAINST PROPERIY

The CHILF SECREIARY moved that he have leave to
mtroduce ** A Bill mtituled an Act for consohditing the
Statute Law in force in South Australia ielating to mdictable
offences against property by larceny and othe: offences con-
nected thetewath

lhe Hon A FORSILCR scconded the motion, which was
carried, and the Bill was 1cad a first time, the second reading
beimng made an Order of the Day for the following luesday

1he Counul adjourned at halt past 2 o'clock till 2 o’clock
on the following Lucsday -

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
TuespAY, Myy 10
The SPEAKER took the Chair at three mnutes after 1

o'clock
TELEGRAPH TO VICIORTA

The COMMISSIONLR OF PUBLIC WORKS sad that
1n accordance with 1 piomuse made to the hon inember
for Encountet Bay, he had communicited with the Supeim-
tendent of lelegraphs, who had mfoimed lim that, tor the
purpose of facilitating the tiansmission of importint items
of English news to Vietorpa, he had made arrangements to
exchange signals with the yarious stations at 10 p m, mid-
mght, and 3 o'clock a m, and that messages for transmission
would be 1ecerved at the Adelaide station during any hour of

the night
MOUNI GAMBIER

The COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS laid upon
the table of the House preliminary report relative to a
Tramway to Mount G unbser, together with the views of the
Chuet Lunginecr thereon, plan, &c

Ordered to be printed

GAWLER

Mr DUFFIELD asked the Comnussioner of Public Works
whether he had any 1ntention of altering the time of depai-
ture ot the trains between Adelude and Gawler, as although
theie werc at present three tiams, 1t was umpossible, fiom
the time of then deputuie, to 1eceive an answel to a letter
seunt to Adelude fiom Gawler upon the same day on which
1t was written

The COMMISSIONLR OF PUBLIC WORKS said the
matter had been brought under the attention of the Govern-
ment, but 1t was found that alteration 1n the time of depar-
ture of the mid-day tram would be exceedingly inconvenient
to passengcis, who would be unable to go to Gawler and
return on the same day, eacept ata very late hour 1Ie
would remind the hon nembet that there was a telegraph
by which messages might be transmitted at a very moderate

rate
CORPORATION RELTURNS

The ATTORNFY-GLNERAL laid on the table varions
apers connected with the 1eceipts and expenditute of the
o1porations of Adelaide, Gawler lown, Poit Adelude,
Glene'g, and Kensington and Norwood, which weie ordered

to be printed
THY, BELLS

Mr PLAKE asked if steps had been taken to put the bells
of the House1n proper oider, as, on the pieceding I'riday,
when a division too\ place, the refractory bells would not
articulate, otherwise it was possible the division might have
been different

‘Lhe SPEAKER sud that steps had been taken to put the
bells 1 ordet , but he would remund the hon momber that 1t
was the duty of the whipper-in of the Minstry or Opposi-
tion to see that hon members were 1n their places when a
division was called for It was not, however, necessary that
all the bells should 1ing

STRAIHALBYN AND GOOLWA TRAMIVAY

The COMMISSIONLR OF PUBLIC WORKS statedthat
nstructions had been given to prepare small plans of the
proposed tramway, which would be placed on the table 1n a
few days

PUBLIC WORKS AND BUILDINGS

The COMMISSTONER OF PUBLIC WORKS Iaid upon
the table a return showing what public works and buildings
had been undertaken upon the authority of the Supplemen-
tary Listunates, 1858, and Lstimates for fitst half of 1839, and
the present state of such works

QOidered to be punted

THE CENSUS BILL

The ATIORNEY-GENLRAL,n moving the second read-
g of thus Bill, sud that its objcet was to ascertain the
number of inhabitants in South Australia at a certan date
in 1859 He dud not think 1t was necessaiy for him to make
any lengthened remarks, as hon members were aware that
from time to time since the establishment of the colony
mecasutes had been taken to ascertain the nwmber of 1n-
habitauts, and 1t was belicved by the Government that the
time had come when 1t was expedient to have another return
The Bl was framed 11 accordance with the the precedents
wlich had been established on former occasions, and which
had been found to secuic complete and satisfactory returns
shewing the number of persons in the colony

The TRLASURER seconded the motion, which was
carried  and upon the motion of the ALLORNEY-
GENERAL the House went into Commttee upon the Bull

I'he vatious clauses weie agreed to aftei one or two trifling
corrections had been made

On the schedule being put fiom the chair,

M1 SHANNON considered the term “race’’ ambiguous ,
1t had been found s0 on previous occasions, when some went
80 far back as to desciibe themselves of the race of Adam
(Laughter )

The ACIORNEY-GENERAL would substitute the words
“countiy where boin

The schedule, a3 thus amended, was agreed to
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Mr STRANGWAYS asked the Attornev General whether
the Bill was not defective inasmuch as 1t did not provide for
taking the census i every portion of the colony upoa the
same day  Nerther was it compulsory upon persons to fill
1 the schedules, although they were {)ound undel penalty to
answer questrons

The AITORNEY GENERAL said the Rill had been
framed with the object of secwing the schedule being filled
up, whilst the persons engaged i gomg round would see
that 1t was done correctly  Chie achedule was to be filled up
on & eertain day, and on another day, which was fixed by
groclamuuon, parties went round to see that this had

een correctly done  If a false answer were given, the
galty giving 1t would be hable to the penpalty imposed

y the Act. Hitherto this had been found an vbundantly
sufficient check At the same time, 1if any amendment
weie deemed essential, and one were proposed, he should be
hapny to consuder it, but 1f not, he should move the adoption
of the repoit

Mi STRANGWAYS said that he had pointel out a defect
m the Bill, and the Attorney-General had admtted the
dcfect evasted, but smd there had been a sumlar defectn
tormer Bills, and parties had not noticed 1t ‘I'he fact re-
mained as he had stited bat he should move no amendment,
the Bill bung a Government measure, and 1t consequently
being the dvty of the Government to correct the defect

The ATIORNEY-GENERAL sa1d 1t was somewhat daffi-
cult to answer the hon member with that courtesy which
the rules of the Fouse 1equired, when he asseited as a fact
that whch was directly the 1eveise (Laughter) If the
hon member wisned to propose any amendment he should
be hppy to corsider it

Mr SIRANGWAYS had most distinetly understood what
fell from the Attorney Gneral to be an admission that the
defect which he had pointed out existed, but that, hitherto,
no mjury had been found to result fromat

The AFIORNLY-GENERATL would not have objected 1f
the hon member had merely stated that, from what had
fallen from him, he dieww <uch ind such an inference
That would have been altogether different from the state-
ment which the hon member had made

The consideration of the report was made an order of the
day for the following day

STRAIHALBYN AND GOOLWA TRAMWAY

The COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS moved—

“‘Lhat he have leave to mtroduce ‘A Bill intituled an Act
to authorize and provide for the constiuction of a Tramw iy
to conncet Strathalbyn with the seaboard by formug a junc-
tion with the Port kllict and Goolwa Iramivay, and fo confer
certain powers oo the Commissioner of Rulways ™
He had hid occasion to dwell upon the subject of the notice
before, and he hoped that an opportumty would be given,
not only to him, but to every hon member of the Housz, to
speak upon the subject at 4 future time [he action of the Go-
vernment in preparing the Bull w hich he asked leave tontro-
duce had becn 1n accordance with an address from that
House on 24th September Inst, praying that steps
might be tiken to conneet Strathalbyn with the seaboard
He hal laid upon the table ot the House the repoit of Mr
Hargreaves and he also had laid upon the libraiy table a
laree map of the country, and hoped soon to plice a smaller
map upon the table of that House He now asked leave to
it oduce the Bill

Mr BAGOTI would not oppose the introduction of the
Bill, though he felt strongly upon the subject It would
have been well 1f the House had been placed 1urpossession of
the entire addiess upon which this Bill was sud to be
founded as 1t appeared to him that the address referred to
did not pownt to a tramway to the Goolwa, or any other par-
ticular place, but merely stated that 1t wasdesirable to con-
nect Stiathalbyn with the seaboard He had taken the
trouble to vasit that part of the countiy, and was certainly
astomshed at the temenity of any engineer 1d 1ttempting to
run a 1aiway fiom Strathalbyn to Goolwa, the country being
deep and soft sand It was tiue that engineers sometimes
accomphshed great and extraordinaty worhs, but in this
1nstance he certunly thought it desirable to look out for some

other mode of  counecting Strathalbyn with the
seaboard ~ When 1n_  that neighborhoud he went
from Milaug to Strathalbyn, and that appearcd

to him to be a_good country and one through wiich a Ine
of railway could be easily cartied He made these observa-
tions lest hereatter he should find 1t his duty to oppose the
sccond 1ending of the Bill He hoped the House, before
arriving at any conclusion, would well consider which would
be the best hine, and that the Goveinment, as they weie
ggun'd to do, would afford every information upon the

m

My PEAKE could not pledge himself to vote for the
second rcading of the Bill, and if he were tequired to assign
a reason, he would merely 1efer to the reportof the lngineer,
which was neither encouraging nor satisfactory In that
report it wog stated that 1 hme could be taken to Milang,
which would effect a saving i the distance of seven miles
There was somethm;;i vely vague in the report as to the
amount which would be requued to be expended mn
the construction of a tiamway from Stiathilbyn to
the Goolwa Tt did not appeir from the 1eport that
the proposed tramw iy would go through a good country, and

3

1t was admitted that bridges would be required of some size
1here was 1130 anather vague statement 1n reference to one
part—* A crossing on piles can be managed Lete,” but 1t did
notappear at what cost 1he 1ast part of the report made
allusion to 2 survey hereafte: to be made, but he had hoped
that before the Bill was brought forward the surveys would
all have been made [hen agamn, the repoit of Mi Hanson
did not satisfy him that the Chief Engineer had any sanguine
anticipation of the line to the Goolwa

3Mr ROGERS said there was a good deal of misapprehen-
sion 1n reference to thus matter  He (Mr TRogers) diud not
oppoese 4 road to Milang or Rankine 8 Ferry, but that he con-
tended was not the outlet for that part of the country As
to the ““scrub,’’ 1if hon members wou'd only look at the map,
they would find there was a dense scrub from Strathalbyn to
Milang and Rankwme’'s Ferry  Hon members might talk
about the cheapness of construction, and no doubt
1t vould be cheaper to construct a lhne to
Milang than to Goolwa, but what he contended was, that the
country was eutitled to all the benefits which could be
sccured to 1t fiom its natural advantages 1o talke a hne
to the lalies as an outlet, would place the inhabitants of the
Strithaloyn district 1 no better position than they were
at the present tume, in fact, if the aguaculturnists were com-
pelled to go to the lakes with their produce, they would
actuaily be 1n a worse position than at present  The freight
and port charges would amount to a shilling per bushel
What the people contended for was, that they should not be
bound to one market, and by proper commumnication being
opened up with the seaboard, they would be enabled to put
their producein the Melbourne maiket for less than they
could now put it wnte Port Adelaide It was a4 level
country from Strathalbyn to the seaboud, and 1t
was the seaboard they should reach He did 1ot
say that he should oppose a Ine of road to
Milang, and he certainly thought that instead of
macad rmised 1t should be an irou one  But they were now
considering how to connect Strathalbyn with the sea  Some
of the finest agicultural districts 1n the colony would be
benefitted by an outlet to the sea, and consileumg the vast
sums which kad been expended elsewhere, 1t %u3 too bad
that the sum of 60,000/ should be begrudged for this work
He believed that a good deal of the opposition aiose iom a
raisapprehension on the pait of those who were not con-
versant with the countiy, but 1n conclusion he would say
that 1f justice were to be done to the agriculturists i that
locality, the seaboard must be reached, for he defied any onc
to shew how thcy would be benefitted by going to the lakes,
o1 how agricultuie was to be carried on at all if they were
Subj]&Ct to such disadvantages m getting their produce to
marhet

Dr WARK considered 1t 2 waste of time to discuss the
ments of the question t the present staze—(hear hear)—
but sugﬁested that all possible information should be laid
before the House previous to the second reading, when he
should be decided 1n guving his vote by the plans and esti-
mates Theie was, howcver one pomnt which he would biing
under notice  There was a vast country around Strathatbyn,
and the last speaker sud the traflic should be taken to the
mouth of the Mur:a; But a great deal of tlus traffic went
up the river—(heai, hear)—and the hon member would not
surely say that railways were to be constracted
through mountuin  ranges merely to bring  traffic
to the mouth of the river, in owder that i1t might be
taken up the river again lhe hon member spoke as 1f
no one huew the country but himself, butif he (Dr Wark)
did not know 1t, heought to  (Laughter ) ‘Ihe countiy was
very scrubby, butif the hine marked out was the best, the
House should not object to a rcasonable outlay upon it
Lbey should, however, ascertun whether there was any
better outlet, a matter winch a peison merely travelling over
the country could not decide upon

Mr DUFFILLD thought the engineer who drew up the
report had travelled beyond the record 1n enquiring which
was the safest place of refuge for vessels i distressgoutside
If the engincer was oaly nstructed to survey a hne of rail-
way fiom Stiathalbyn to the Goolwa, he had exceeded his
mstiuctiong, and he (Mr Dauffield) could not help thinlang
that there must be some strong influence affecting the mind
of a suiveyor who departed so far from Ins ordinary duties
He hoped that by the tume of the second reading the House
would have fuller information

Mr SIRANGIWAYS said that 'f no other member moved
1t he should move on the second reading that the Bill be re-
ferred to a Sclect Commuttee, though he was confident that
the Commuttee would 1eport 1n favor of the Bil It was
unnecessary to enter 1nto the ments or demeuts of the Bill
at present, and he would not have risen but that other hon
members had deviited from the ordinary rule The motion
passed last session fully justified the Govertiment in intio-
ducing this Bul  1he hon member for the Light was of
opimion because he had driven from the Goolwa to Stiath-
albyn through a lot of sand hills that the country was not
valuable and this would certainly be an argument 1f the
Government or the suiveyor had carried the line over pre-
cigely the same trict of country i the hon member had
wandered over ‘The hon member for the Burra and Claie
had taken care to extract everythimgin My kargieave s re-
poit which told ag unst the Bill, whilst he omitte ! everytlung
favol wle to it Lhus, the report said, ** that the hae would
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pass over a country generally favorable,”” and that its com-
pletion would be attended with “uiminediate beunddit to the
neighbouthood *  Theieport also stated that Mr Hanson,
the Engineer to the Railway Commission, cutirely concuired
in the propriety of taking the line to the Goolwa instead of
Milzng, though he added that this was not an engineering
question properly—meaning, as he (M) Strangways) appre-
hended, that whichever line was selected no (ngineering
difficulties would be encounteted 1he only question then
wAas between the two termint anud Mr Hanson was n favor
of the Goolwa  All these passages the hon member for the
Burra had carefolly omitted .

M1 LINDSAY sawd that the Government was author sed
last session to tike steps for connecting Stiathalbyn with the
seaboard bat therewasnothimgsawlabout the Muiray naviga-
tion 1f they were to makea Line to the Murcay sunply, they
mizhit go to Wellington or to the lhrty-Nme Sections,
but what they had to do was to form a commumeation
with the seaboatd  Whether 1t muzht not at a future

eriod be desirable to conuect Strathalbyn with the
'RIurmy navigation by a shorter ioute wis anothe:
question wineh when 1t came before the House, he would
bc prepared to judge on its merits  As to the sutveyor
having travelled beyond the record, he (Mr Landsay) could
not understand the charge It was the surveyor’s duty to
find 2 line to connect Strathalbyn with the seaboard, and
order to do thus 1t wag necessary to find a saitable pomnt for
a terminns, otherwise the line might be taken ito the
middle of the Bight uncar Lacepede Bay—(laughter)- or to
any other impracticable point, so that, 1n considering wheie
there was a suitable port was merely domf what was his im-
perative duty  Asto the meagieness of the infoumation 1t
was desuable that the Goveinmrent should furnish all thein-
formation 1 ther power, and from the ability of the engi-
neers, thia should be a matter of no difficulty

M) BARRUW suppotted the first reading, 1lthough

when the second reading was proposed, his  vote
would depend wupon the information Jaid before
the House 1  the uterval up to that time

In the speech of Hia Excellency it was stated that the
Bill was to be introduced eontingent upon certan informa-
tion being procuted, aud being found satisfactoy  His Ex-
cellency said, “ with a view to enable the southein portion of
tie colony to share 1n the smpioved means of commumication
which are now enjoyed by those parts to the north ot Ade-
lude, it 18 proposed to extend the Port Filiot and Goolwa
Thamway to Strathalbhyn shculd the amount of tiaffic prove
to be sufhicient to warrant the expenditure The whole of
the plans and details of the proposed wo.k will be submitted
to you and you will be invited to take evidence as to the
probable amount of traffic, anticipating that the iresult of
puch evidence will be fayorable to the proposed undertahing,”
and so foith  He (Mr Barrow) presunted that a3 in copse-
quence of the rejection of the late motion of the Comuus-
sioner of Public Woiks, they could unot have that infoima-
tion before the first rcading of the Bill, they would have1t
previous to the second 1eading, and he hoped sufficient time
svould be allowed~ (hear)—not only to obtun but to study
the evidence so procured The statement that the Govern-
ment was nstructed to connect Strithalbyn with the sea-
board and not with the Murray had much force in 1t, as
reg uded the duty of the Governinent, but he presumedt was
not too late to permit of the House modifyng 1tsmstructions
1f sufficient cause were shown It shoula be an open ques-
tion as yet whether the teamw 1y should go to the Muiray or
to the sea He did not think the Government had done
wiong 1 bringing 1n the present Bill, but it was not too Iate
to take evidence 11 ordet that the tramway should be cairied
to the most advantageous point Ile would not enter into
anv genera! discugsion, but would support the st reading

Mr SHANNON hoped the Government would lay some
information before the House to show that tamways were
superior to macadamzed roads, a point which he thought
there would be some difficulty 1 estabhishang  The speed of
tramw1ys was not suflicient tor carrying passengers or
mails so that if a tramway were constructed theie must be
a macadamized 10ad 11so fo1 expeditious traffic (Laughter )
Aunother objection to tramways was the the necesaity of
maaking a double hine where the distance was con«iderable
Anmal power could only attmn a spced of thiee
o1 four miles an hoar, so that on a tramway of
25 or 30 miles 1t would take five or six hows to
accomplish the jonrney, and as the vehicles could not pass
cach other on a single line, a double one would be neceesary
Oneengime would do the work of 100 herses, as it would carry
ten times the lvad and traverse ten times che distance whach
a horse could awcomplish, and 1t was therefore a quest.on
whether 1t was cheaper to support onc engie on bush ot 100
horses on nay and oats (A laugh) The country south
of Adeclude was entitled to a 1ailway, considening the sums
spent there on 1oads and bridges as compued with other
puts of the colony, and he beheved 1t would be very mach
better indeed that a railwway should be coustiucted than a
{ramway

Lhe COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS would say
but a few words, as he judged fiom the remuks of hon
mcmbers that the motion would be carried Tt untortunately
happened 1n this colony,and would happen for a long time to
come, that on any propos'tion for the constiuction of 4 1ul-
way being made ther¢ were alway s two hines projected, each

of which was advocated by a different set of people The
sume course would be followed 1n the present as in previous
instances of referring the matter to a Sclect Commuttee, for
whilst the informtion very properly asked for could not be
laid before the House at present as satisfactorily a3 pnght be
desied, 1t could be procurcd by reference to a ( ommuttee
With respect to Mr Hargreaves that gentleman 9 insti uctions
were 10 examime most carefully all the hincy and termna:
which had been spoken of—namely, those from Strathalbyn
to Milang tothe Goolwa, to the head of the linmss, and even
to Port Adelyde Every onc who kpew My Haugieaves was
aware that he was a reost careful and efiicient officer, and 1t
was, therefore, hardly fair to charge him with travellng out-
side the record, because he had entered upon sabjects which
gutded him 1 coming to a cueful and anxiously considered
conclusion  As to the guestions of traflie, cost, and so forth,
they would all come before the Select Commuttee He was
now only asling the House to comply with 1ts own deh-
beratery expiessed conviction and he would take care that
all possible mformation which the Tlouse could sceh,
and  whiech.  he had never  sougit to conceal,
should be Ind befoie hon membus pievious to the
sccond 1eading  Having rccently visited the locality he in
common with the hon mcmber for Dncounter Bay, had httle
doubt that the Bill would recetve the approval ot the Com-
nuttee

Leave was then granted tointroduce the Rill and the Hon
the COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS intim ited
that 1t would be laid on the table on an eaily day

DUTY OF RELURNING OFFICERS

Mr GLYDE asked the hou the Attoiney-General
whether, under the 30th clause of the new Flectotal Act.
of 1853, a Retmnng Officer would be justified 1w refusmg
to recave any nominition lefters which may be dehvered to
him before noon on the day of nomination Ile asked this
question becruse we was informed that a Returmng Officer,
on a recent occasion, would have thought it Insduty to vefuse
any letter of nomination handed in after midmght of the
night previous to the nommation  1his view of duty he (Mr
Glyde) beheved w1s opposed to the popular opinion, and also
to the intention of the Lemslatme

Tbe ATTORNLY-GLNERAL replied that he differed
to some extent fiom the hon member as to the tention of
the Legslature i the Electoial Act Under the former Act,
letters of nomuination might be delnered to the Rcturning
Ofticer up to the moment of Ins going to nominate The
clause drew 2 distinction between what was to be done
before, and what on the day of the nomination, and his (the
Attorney-Geneial’s) opmion therefore, was that the Re-
turning Officer would be justified 1n refusing any nomi-
nation papers nanded to him after 12 o’clock of the mght
previous to the nomuwmition

SKCTION PLANS OF RAILWAYS

Mr LINDSAY moved—

¢ That, in addition to the plans sections of the existing
and of all proposed hines of 1ulway (or tramway) within the
povince, diawn on a umform scale, be luid upon the table
of this House as soon 18 posaible after the completion of
the survey of each respective lie
His object was, that hon merabers might, without making
any cvculation 18 to giadients foun 2 good opimon of
the nclhines, by looking at these sections  lhese sections
would 1ncrease the expense of the maps very slightly, 1f
at all He (Mr Lindsay) had a tar more accuiate 1dea
of the hoes 1in England, Belgium, and the United States,
thin of even the existing lues of this colony, hom having
seen  sections of the ralways i the countries he had
mwentioned on a1 reduced and urtorm scile  lhe plan he
pioposed would cnable hon members to compue the lines
of the colony, not only with cach other, but ils> w th those
of other countries, 1nad thev could thus judge ot the compara-
tive cost of lines with sumilar gradients an this province

M: ROGERS seconned the motion

1he COMAMISSIONER OF T'UBLIC WORKS sud it
would be nccessary by this resolution that sections of the
existing lines should be made, and this would cost something
likc 4000 but if the House was of opinion that the rcsolu-
tron should be complied with, lie had no obyection to 1t

‘1he question w18 then put and negatived

Mr LINDSAY called for a division, when there ap-

eed—
pA\}‘s,ﬁ——Mesqrs Hay, McEllster, Mine, Shannon, and
Lindsay (teller)

Nors, 17 lhe Attorney-General, the Ireasmer, the
Comnusstouet of Crown Lands Messis  Barrow, Cole, Col-
linson, Glyde, Hallett, Hawker, MaicDeimott, Miidred,
I’eake Reynolds Rogers, Solomon, Wark, and the Com-
missioncr of Public Works (teller)

TRESPASSING ON WASTE LANDS

Mr PIRAKE asked the Attorney-General if clause 3 of
the Waste Linds Act of Jast session includes any act of
sinple ticspass o1 whether the said clause 18 framed_to
pumsh acts of illegal occupation of the Waste Lands of the
Crown only ® He was informed that prosecutions uuder
the Act of last session had been instituted g rnst persons
holding licences to cut timber on the waste lands 1n the
neighborhood of the Duira, and that they had produced con-
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sider able distess and loss to the persons proceeded against
besides cutting off the supply of wood from the Burry Mine,
that great niitation existed 1inconscquence, and thatit was
likely to be followcd by further wranghng and tiouble between
the farmers and the squatters 1f 1t was found that the Act
mcluced sunple trespass It the occupants of runs, not satis-
fied with occupying therr runs, set up claums to the timber
upon them, there would specdily arise a feehing of Wl-will
which would be very disastious and prejudic.al to the country
(Hear, hear )

Ihe Al1IORNEY-GENLRAL was not sure that this was
a question wiich he should be ashed to re?ly to, but he was
always destious to eir rather on the side of giving an opinion
than of refusing 1t.  (Hear, bear) In Ins opimon the act
was not intended, not should 1t be apphed to simple tiespass,
bat he thought 1t did applfr to what was not 1llegal occupa-
tion—as for instance to tilegally cutting timber The Act
would not apply to mere trespass of cattle  The hon mem-
ber subsequently states tn reply to a further enquuy that he
could not say whethet 1 peison holding a licence to cut tim
ber could be procecded agatnst, unless he (the Attorney-
Genel al) saw the licence such person held -

SOLICITORS AS JUSITCLS OF THE PEACE

Mr SIRANGWAYS asked the Attorney-General whethee
the Act of Imperial Parhament, which enacts that no Soli-
citor or Attorney should be a Justice of the Peace, 18 1 force
within this province > He referred to the 1oth Geo II, ¢ 15,
which enacts that no person shall continue to be or shall be
appointed a Justice of the Peacern Lingland or Wales, whilst
he followed the business of a solicitor o1 proctor He
believed the laws 1a force 1 England at the date of the
toundation of this colonv were also 1 force in the colony so
far as they weie applicable  Lhe question woald, therefore,
substantiaily be whether the act was appheable to the colony,
and whethet any perzon could be a Justice ot the Peace whlst
prictising as an attorney or proctor

Foe AFIORNLY-GENERAL thought the provisions of
the Act did not prevent an attorney or proctor being 1 Justice
of the Peace A person could not be a Justice of the Peace
in J ngland or Wales whilst he was practising as an attorney
in South Austialy, but ke might be a Justice of the Peace 1n
the colony

SOULH AUSTRALIAN TELEGRAPHS

M: BARROW agsked the Hon the Commussioner of
Public Works— ~

‘I Whether tlus colony stands in any degree pledged to
the Government of Victona to counect the main land of the
Province with Kangaroo Island by means of a submarine
telegraph cable

“1r Whether apait from such oblhigation, 1t 1s the 1aten-
tion of this Government to extend telegraphic commumcation
1 the way described

¢ 111 WWhether, 1n the event of a submaiine cable not being
laid down, 1t 18 the mtent:ou of Government to extend the
overland telegraph fiom Willunga to Yankalilla, or some
other point near to Nepean Bav, inotder that the commuunity
may be instantly forewarned of the artival of each mail from
Europe ™

The COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS 1cplied 1in
reference to the first question, that the only reterence to the
subject was coutained m a despatch from His Excellency
the Goveinor to the Home Government, publhishedin Council
Paper 112, and dated May 7th, 1857, m which the advantages
of such 2 telegiaph, 1a the cvent ot the mail steamers
calling at Kangaroo Island, were pointed out. {hat docu-
ment showed the whole extent to which the Govelnment of
the colony stood pledged to any other Government [he
second question he would agh the hon member to allow
stand over for the present  Upon the thud, he (the Com-
misssoner of Public Woiks), had commuricated with the
nival officer, in oider to ascertain fiom how great a distance
the mail steamer could be seemn from any of the points
refeired to  He had not vet 1eceived a reply to this commu
micition, and the deaision of the Government would be in a
great measute formed with reference to the answer which
was cxpected

LANDING MAILS AT GLLNFLG

Mr STRANGWAYS asked the Attorney-General whether
1t s theintention of the Goveinment to take any steps to
land the muis at Glenelg It was only on the previous day
that the public had an instance of the advantage of doing so
for had the Hualah’s mail been landed at Glunelg, 1t wonid
have been in town by 7 oclock It would have Leen de-
Inered early on the following day, and a large poition of 1t
could have been sent up the countty by the md-day mails

The AI'NORNLY-GLNLCRAL replied that some short
time ago this subject was brought betore tMl Government by
meauns of a memonal, aud the Government accordingly put
themselves 1 communication with the proprietors of the
gteamaers trading betwveen this port and Melbourne Answers
wele 1ecerved f om the owners of the Admella and Havalah,
and these had been referred to the Postiaster General with
the view ot ascertamng whit establishment would he neces-
saty in casc an arlangcerment weie made  No decision had
yet been conee to, but the Government was prepared to make
an wrrangoment, provided the cost was such as they would
be Justificd 1 proposing to the House A prowision had,

however, been made that the Corio’s mails should, when
practicable, be landed at Glenelg

Mi SERANGWAYS asked whether the propretors of the
steamers had not offercd to land and take in mauls at Glenclg
provided they were allowed to land and take 1n passengers

lhe ALIORNLY-GLNERAL replied in the negative
The proprietors of the steamers dechned to eanter nto any
positive arrangement to land the muails at Glenelg, lLhey
only said they would do so when practicable, the question to
be decided by the captains of the vessils

‘1he House rose at a quarter to 3 o'clock

WEDNESD 1Y, MAY It
The SPCAKER took the chair at tour mmutes past 1

0 clock
BOTANICAL &c, SOCIDLY

Mr MILNE presented a netition from the officers of the
Botamcal South Australian Agricultwial and Hortte ultural,
Horticulfural and kloucultural, and Philosophicu Societies,
—(laughte:)—for a  bulding of glass, o1 some othcr
material to be used for their shows, &c¢

The SPLAK LR remarked that the petition could only be
received as the petition of the parties signing it

STRALHALBYN AND GOOLWA 1RAMWAY

The COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS stated in
1eply to Mr Lindsay, that 1t was the intention of the Go-
vernment to lay on the table of the House, plans and sec-
tons ot both of the proposed lnes fiom Stiathalbyn to
Goolwa

1HI} ASSESSMENT ON SI'OCK BILL

The SPEAKER stated, in reply to M: Strangways, that it
would be quite competent to move an address to (i3 Excel-
lency the Governos, praymng that the opimon of the law
oficers of the Crown might be be taken as to the power of
the Goveinment to compel payment of assessment on stock,
under the Act passed last session

1Ak INSOLVENT ACT

1 Mr HAY moved—

« I hat areturn be laid on the table of the House of the
names of all persons who have taken the beneht ot the In-
solvent Act No 14 of 1838, the amount of hrabilities and
assets i cach estate, also, theamount of feesrecerved under
Schedules A and B, and all other fees (1f any) received from
each estite, stating the amount received under each Schedule
separately, the smount pad to Accountant, and the net
amount payable to creditors 1n each estate
The hon member amcnded the motion by substitating
for the words “takea the bencht™ i the first part ot the
motion, the woirds “ w uled themselves of the provisions,”™
as this alteration would mclude partics who had taken the
benefit of the arrange nent clauses  Hisobject 1n moving for
the returns was to endcavol to obtain some kunowledge as to.
the worlang of the new Insolvent Act He had heard that.
the woiking ot the Act was most expensive, and that the
amount 1ealized from nsolvent estatcs was greatly reduced
by fees payable to ollicers of the Court and other parties He
had always loohced upon the Insolvent Act as a piotection to
a debtor against a creditor who was disposed to bear too
hadly upon hum, but on the other hand 1t wis most
essentinl that insolvent estates should be wound up 1n the
most economical mannet  As an amended Act was about to
be laad on the table of the llouse the return hie asked for
would greatly assist hon. members He wished the assets
and liabilities alluded to 1n his motion to be as stated 1 the
schedale when filed as other retuins would shew what had
actually been 1eahized

Mr [OWNSEND seconded the motion

Mr. MILNL suggested that the returus should distingwish,
the amounts pud to petitioning debtors or cieditors’
counsel, to the messengel, to the tiade assignees, solicitors,
fo1r the mamntenance of the 1nsolvent, for tucs ot Court, fees
patd by msolvents petitioming themselyves, contiasted with
the umount collected 1 each estate, whete such can be ascer-
tamed

Mr STRANGWAYS said that many of’the retuins asked
fo1 had been piepared up to the 30th Septumber last, and
suggested that they should be continued up to the tirst ot the
présent month

Mr HAY adopted the additions suggested by M: Mlne

The 1RLASCRER sud there would be no opposition on
the part of the Government to furmshing the rgiurns  lhe
Government were, 1n fuct, anxious to aftord all the intorma-
tion 1n then powel

The motion a3 amended was carried

RAILWAY TO THE MURRAY
On the motion of Mr NEALES, the notice standing in
his name was made a1 Order ot the Day for Wednesday,
Junel !
ASSESSMENT ON STOCK ACT
Mr HAULLT asked the guestion standing in his name—
¢ Lhat he will ask the Commissioner of Ciown Lands
and lmmugration (Mr  Dutton) 1if 1t 1s the intention of
the Govermment during thig session to mtroduce an ameanded
Assessment on dStock Act, with the view to reduce the
mnimum assessment upon stock per square mile
Jhe hon member state 1 he asked the question because pre-
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viously to the Bill passing the sccond readmng in the Upper
Housy a promise was made by the Chict Secretary that.f
the assessment werc found unequal it shou'd have the recon-
sderation of the Government He had no hesitationn stating
that 1t was oppressive——

1he SPEAlgER reninded the hon member that he must
not offer argument when asking a question

The COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS statcd 1t
was not the intention of the Government during the present
sesston to introduce an amended Act

BREAKWATER Al GLENELG

Mr HMALLLIT then brought forward the following
notice—

« That he will ask the Hon the Commissioner of Public
Works (M1 Blyth) 1t 1t 18 the ntention of the Government
dorimg thiy scssion to take action upon Messrs kngland and
Coulthard's 1eport in regard to the bseakwater at Glenelg
Jetty
A quantity of material was on the spot, and 1t was important
that the experiment should be tiled either there or else-
where

the COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS said 1t
was not the mtention of the Government to propose any
item of expenditure upon the Glenelg Breakwater dunng
the present session

Mr RLYNOLDS would like to know what the Govern-
ment intended to do with the matewual

The COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS was not
then piepared to answer the question, as some matters were
going on 1n refcrence to the subject which had not yet been

matuted
SUPERANNUATION FUND

Mr HALLLCT brought forward the notice in his name —

“That he will ask the Hon the Treasurer (Mr Iinmss) af
it 15 the mtention of the Government during this session to
troduce an Act of Superannuation to provide for such
office1s upon the establishment who from age or other in-
firmity 4 ¢ not cnabled to continue their duties

The IREASURER stated that during the recess the Go-
veinment had been fully alive to the importance of the sub-
Ject, and had wd'l considered 1t, but there was not at pre-
sent ali{ mtention on then part to intioduce during the ses-
s10n a Bill for that object

LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO GOVERNMLNT OFFICERS

‘I he notice on this subject 1 the name of Mr REYNOLDS
was postponed ‘1hat hon member stated that he wished
some returns to be on the table of the House before biinging
the motion forward

DELAY OF PUBLIC WORKS

A notice by Mr STRANGWALS on this question, was post-
poned for a week, 1n consequence of some returns moved for,
in connectton with the subject, not yet being in the hands of
hon members

TLLEGRATII TO NEPEAN BAY

The notice on this subject, in the name of Mr Bagor,
lapsed, 1n congequence of the absence of that hon member
LEAVLE OF ABSENCE 10 GOVERNMLNT OFFICERS

Mr RLYNOLDS moved the notice 1n his name —

“That a return be laid upon the tab'e showing the names

of those oflicers 1n the Government service who have ob-
tained s1x weeks or less term of leave of absence during each
of the ycars, 1853, 1854, 1856, 1856, 1857, and 1838’
With the leave of the House he added the following wordv—
** Also a return of those oficers who have obtained 18 months
Icave of 1bsence since the date of the last return '’ A state-
ment affording the mformation which he desired had been
prepared up to a certain period, and although the practice of
granting 18 months’ leave of absence had been discontinued,
1t was necessary that the ieturns which he now ashed for
should be before the House before bringing forwaid anothe:
motion upon the subject standing in his name It was well
known to hon members that the practice was still pursued
of granting six weexs’ leave of absence to Government
officers  although 1t was not cxtended to clerhs mn the
Tost-office, Llectric  lelegraph  office,  and  othe:
departments of the public service He found that
thc  Collector of Customs had six wceks' leave of
absence a short time since, although they were told last
session, when called upon tovotea house for that officer,
that the object was that he might 1lways be found
at home, that Ilus duties were of that nature
that he could be called upon at any moment
and Mr Newtind, whohad ju stretutned from Englandafteris
months’ leave of absence, had also had s1x we2hs 1 here was
one point connected with this matter which had struck him,
and that was that 1f parties connected with Government
offices were entitlied to obtain six weeks' Icave of absence
annually, 1t was qute clem that one-eighth of the whole
staff must always be hohday-making, and therefore 1t woutd
be tor the IHouse to consider whether 1t would not be possible
to reduce the number

Mr MILDRLD seconded the motion

Mr SIRANGWAYSashed the I'reasurer or the Attorney-
General whether any records were hept of leave of absunce

The ATIORNEY GENERAL sad that in no case was
leave of absence granted without an ofiicial record being pre-
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served in the office He was glad that the return had been
moved for because 1t nould shew to how small an extent the
privilege afforded by the Government had been availed of
In the depaitment over which he presided he did not thimk
aither of the cletks had availed themsclves ot leave of ab-
sence during the whole penod that he had hdld office  In
many of the Government departinen(s the peimission was
not used to the extent which probably many hon members
supposed, and there would he no objection whatever on the
part of the Government to furnish the retuin
The motion was carited

KAPUNDA RAILWAY
Mr SHANNON postponed the notice i Ins name

CAPTAIN FLINDERS

Upon the motion of Mi HALLETI, seconded by Mr
LINDSAY, the House went into Commitee for the
cousideration 1 Committee of an address to His Excel-
lency the Governmor-m-Chuet, praying His Iuscellency to
cause a sum of Five Hundred Pounds (5007 ) to be placed on
the kstimates for the purpose of presenting to Mrs Anme
Petrie, the daughter and only child of the late Captam
Fhnders, the oniginal discover of this colony, as a testimonsal
of the 1espect preserved by the colomsts to s memory on
account of the eminent services rendered by tnm, and which
ulturately led to its establishment

Mr HAULLIL remarked that no doubt it would be re-
mermbered duting the fitst session of the Legislatate that he
introduced this gquestionin the shape of an annuity, but theie
being no petition, the application was declared to be imformnl,
and fell to the ground In the sccond session, he pr sented
a memonial or petition, and again brought the subject for-
ward, when a4 number of arguments were biought forward
against s proposition  Oue of thesce was that Mis Petrie
was amply assisted by her husbiund, although he had stated
at the time that he was not ablc to maintain her  Another
argument was,that Capt T hndeishadbeenamply remuuerated
by the British Government, although there was no evidence
that the Butish Government had ever contribated sixpence
Anothar ground upon which the proposition was opposed,
wag for fear that other parties should present themselves,
and claum simuar testimonrals as the descendants of parties
who had conferred stmilar bencfits upon the colony T1he
only ecase ot the kind, howcver, which could occur
would be in conmnection with Captain Barker , but
he, so fm as they &uew, had no discendants,
and the fact of Ius bLeng a  young  ofhcer,
at the tume he lost s Lfe in exploring lncounter Buy,
afforded evidence to some extent of hus having no descend-
ants, whilst, so far as s memory was conccrned, a lasting
monument already existed to tus fame Another argument
which had on a former occasion been used 1gainst the pro-
position was, that Victorin and New South Wales having
each contributed £100 annuilly Mrs Petrie was alieady
provided for, and there was no nccessity for this colony to do
anything e House, however having granted an annuty
to Captain Sturt for lus discovertes he thought 1t would not
be unworthy of the colony that Mrs Iefrie’s name should
also be attached to that pension hst As the matter
had been mooted he now locked to the scif-respect and the
honorable poaition ot the colony a3 1mvolved

Mr HAY suggested that £500 was rather a large sum of
money, but thought £250 might meet the puipose e
admitted that many *vno had arrived hare 1o the earty daysof
the colony and had spent their energies and perhaps sucriheed
then hives in cndeavouring to advance the interests of the
colony, had deinived but a” very small pecuniary advantage
and had nct been able to leave anvthing to thar tamilies
but men who had come after them had reaped the fiwits of
theun eaily labows He would cheerfully support a vote of
£250 to Captain Fhnders's only descendaat

Mr BARROW felt 1t his duty to oppose both proposi-
tions  (Hear, hear) e feared the House would be enter-
Ing upon a questionable, 1f not a perilous_course, 1n enter-
tarung propositions of this deseription  He wis not sw»
pused, nowevel, at the hon menber for Gumeracha, after
the eloquent appeal he had made on behalf of Mr  Ridley,
now advocating the cause of the daughter of Captamn
Flindus  With iegpect to the arguments which had been
adduced by the hon member for the Sturt, they did not
seern to him to be such as would justify the House 1n adopt-
g the motion which had been submitted toit He under-
stood the hon member to say that he did not ask the zote
on account of the poverty of Mis Petrie, although, had the
hon membe) put It upon that ground, he did not feel that
the House would ~therefore be justified in  acceding

to 1t, but the hon member had sad that the honor
and reputation _of the colony were involved Ihe
hon  member onsidered the honor and rcputation

of the colony 1avolved, because the colomes of New South
Wales and Victoria had seen it to bestow annuitics upon
Mrs Petile. Dut 1f South Australia were bound to Hestow
annwities 1nd gratuttics upon any or every dividual who
had been favored in that way by New South Wales or
Victoria the best plan would befor the Government, first of
all, to cnter 1nto correspondence with those governments for
the puipose of ascertaining how inany persons had been
pensioncd, or had been voted sums ot money, in order that
the extent of the obligations of thus colony might be ascer-
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tained (Laughter ) Hon members would observe that the
motion before the House did not ask for a grant of moncy tor
an mdivadual who had confenned ccrtain benefits upon the
colony, but for a member of his famly  Therefoic, of the
prinaple were recogniced, 1t would be impossible to tell how
many ipplications of 1 similar chaiactcr might be nade to
the House, for though the number of parties”who had con-
feired benefts upon the colony was knowi, it was impossible
to tell the number of thew relatives and deswendants He
did not hke to vote ag unsta proposition which had ouginated
1 an henorable and good motive, Lut he felt af the House
entertained such a proposal 1t would be dificult to say where
they should draw the line, and he thercfore hoped the hon
mover would withdraw the motion rather than sustain the
annoyance of defeat He (Mr Bariow) was sure the House,
Jookirg at what might te the prob ble conscquences, would
not tinnk of endorsing the proposition contaimmed w the
motwn

Mr McLLLISIER intimated he should oppose the motion,
and supgestedl that 1 a testimomnnl weie presented to Mrs
Petnie, 1t should be raised by piivate subseripion  He
would willingly contribute s share

Mr RLYNOLDS would hke to hear what the Government
had got to s1y 1n this matter, because 1t struch hum that if
the descendant of Captan Fhnders were entitld to any
testimonial, the Government should take action m the
matter 1f, howevcr, he 1ecollected 11ghtly, the Government
last session voted aganst any sum being gianted for such a
}])urpos& He (Mr Reyunolds) had also some httle fear that

e and his colleague might be mixed up in lunging
ttus motion forward He must say that he did not agree with
hig hon colleague upon the subject ot pensions and gratuities,
m fact, there was a gicat gult between them (A laugh)
If the House assented to this grant ot £500, the probabihity
was, that they would quickly have other parties clainung
annmties or gratmties, as the descend2nts of parties who had
assisted 1n the discovery ot New Holland He must, how-
ever, complimncnt the hon member for the Sturt upon Ins
pertinacity in thus matter, ncver before had he known Inm
80 pertinacious upon any question, and he only hoped the
hon member would show sinnlar pertinacity and zeal in all
gqucstions affccting the pudl ¢ intarest

Mr LINDSAY regardcd tihis case as qmte an excep-
tional one, and not to be brought forward as a precedent
1he facts weic, simply, that Captain Flinders was an officer
of considerable menit, who had 1endercd considerable service
to parties of the present day, by making very accurate sur-
veys, and he had been veiry badly tieated Ly the Ho.ne
Government Othur colomes had thought proper to present
s descendants sometlnng, though not as a matte: ot nght,
but neither was that House asked to grant any.hingasa
matter of mght A pension had becn granted to Captain
Stwit, and he thought very pioperly, and the gratutty now
ashed for might also, he thought, be very properly giranted

Mr HALLBLL with the permission of the liouse, with-
dicw the motion

NEW BILLS

Mr SI'RANGWAYS ashed the Attorney-General when
he would be prepaied to lay upon the table of the House the
vanous measures alluced to 1n the Governor'sspech Vatious
measures had 1ccently been laid before the Upper House, 1n
connection with an alteration in the eniminal law, but they
had not yet been laid before the Assembly Healso wished
t> know whether the Government puiposcd introducing any
oth’r measures than those alluded to in the Governor's
speech, beciuse, d ning the previous session, a great number
ot Bills were intioduced to which no allusion was made 1n
His kaceliency s speech upon the opening of that session

The ALIORNEY-GLNERAL sud 1f the House guve im
leave to sntrodace the Bill, of which he had given notice, he
shiould be prepared to place 1t on the table on the following
day, and the other Bills, alluded to1n the Goveinor s speeci,
as soon 18 they were 1 a state which would justify the Go-
vernment m doing so  Whether any other measures than
those alluded 1t to1n the Governor’s speech, were intioduced,
would depend upon whether 1t appeared that the intetests ot
the countiv demanded there should be other legislation (A
lavgh ) If1t weie thought that the interests of the country
demanded that other measures should be introduced they
would be butaf not, no other_measures would be introduced
than thosc alluded to by this Exceilcney

IJORI ELLIOL '
The COMMISSTONER OF PUBLIC WORKS taid upon

the table of the House, a report upon the best line of 10ad
from Noariuoga to Port Liliot

THU REAL PROPERIY ACT

Mr LINDSAY asked the Commissioner of Crown Lands
why the 113th clause of the Real Iropeity Act, which pro-
vided that maps should be deposited at the f{eglstmr 3 Offlce,
had not been cuiried out

Mr SITRANGWAYS said he had a contingent notice of
motion as to the probuble cost of supplying thesc maps

Ihe COMMISSIONLR OF CROWN LANDS sad the
113th clause of the Real Piovecty Act had nct been complied
with, 1in consequence of therc not being uther at the oflice of
the Registrar-General, or the Supreme Cowt, accommoda-
tion for the custody of valuable maps, but when the new
bulding was completed, the clause whould be complicd with

Ihe maps supplied to the Registrar General would probably
cost 200{ a year, the salary of one additionnl diaughtsman

ADJOURNMENT
MrMILNL having remarked that the business for succeed-
ing days was hght, a discussion ensued, ind 1t was ultt
mately dctermined to adjourn tili the following kiiday
1he House adjourned _at a quarter-past 2 o'clock, till 1
o clock on the tollowing Friday

FRIDAY, May 13
The SPEARER tooh the chair at five minutes after 1 o’clock

HINDMARSH VALLEY

Che COMMISSIONLR OF CROWN LANDS stated,
reply to Mi dtrangways, that a Biil would shortly be intro-
duced for settnug disputes in reference to roads, &c , i Hind-
marsh Vailey lhe Bill would meet cases where two grants
had been 1ssued by the Crown for the samne land

PLANS FOR PUBLIC BUILDINGS

Mr REYNOLDS moved—

¢ Ihat in the opiion of this House, no vote involving an
expenditure of 500 or more for any public bullding or work
should be agreed to, unless working plans spectfications and
estimates hive been previously prcpared for the mfunnation
of the House ”
It was well known to many hon members that last session
lie brought forward a similar motion but some objection
was taken to its torm, anu he then modified 1t as he thought
to mect th¢ opimions of the House It was most desitable
that plans should be lad upon the table, in orda thatat
nught be seen what deviations were made from the original
plang  He wis aware that some expense would be 1ovoived
1n the adoption of lus proposition, and as the Colonial Auchi-
tect’s offi.L was overbuidened with work, probably 1t would
be thought too sertous a tax  Seveial hon members thought
1t suificient that tle plans should be upon the hbrary table,
buthe prefertcdt! at they shoulibeupon the table of the House,
1 order that any member mught be aflorded an opportunty ot
ascettainng whae deviations werc made It working plans
and cstunates were piepared, the various works could be
proceeded with the mowment that the money was woted
Notwitbstanding the assurance of the Government last
gession that action should be taken the moment tbe money
was voted, they bad not shewn that diligence m the prosecu-
tion of public works ~which the House had a night to
expect He would take the sense of the House upon
the pownt, whether 1t was not high fune that when sums
of money were voted tor particular works, those works
should be at once proceeded with for the puipose of giving
employment to the worhing classes  Hc found by a re-
port in the public papers, that a short tiae since, a depu-
tation from the working classes waited upon the Com-
nugsioner of Public Yvorks, whontormed the deputation
that so anxwus had he been to push forward public
works, that upon his own responaibility he had secured
the services ot two additional draughtsmen Now, it so,
the work in the hon gentliman’s wepmtinent must have
been sadly i arrear, o1, piobably, the hon gentiernan
had becn bhaviug plans and estimates preparcd of the
worhs for which he was about to ask the sanction of
the House If so, he gave the hon guntlunan credit for
unwonted diligence 1n this matta

Mr SIRANGWAYS scconded the motion

Ihe COMMISSIONER Ok PUBLIC WORKS, in the
few 1emarks winch lie had to offer, would avaid replying to
the 1emarks of the mover 1n reference to the conduct of
public works, because that way a sabject which would be de-
buted on a future day, and he would then have to repeat s
remarks  Not wishing to tuke up the time of the louse,
he would avoid any aliusion to that subject He would say
at once that the Government had no objection to the motion ,
Lut there was a contingency—the means must be placed at
the disposal ot the Government to enable them to comply
with the motion 1t the Government were expected to make
bricks they must be supphed with the necessary straw  [he
Governmcnt could not be expected to cotnply with the re-
quest eonveyed in the motion uunlcss they were supplied
with a suthcient number of draughtsmen’ 1n the Colomal
Arclutect s Oflice  He would readily comply with the 1eso-
lution, but at the same time, 31 1t wer¢ carried, he should feel
bound to state to the House whit staff he considered essen-
tial  Lheic wis inother matter to which he would allude,
and that whs, that Lie thought 1t most undesirable that that
House should be turned 1nto a buillding committee  As one
of the lin tes of the Savings Bank, he had latterly
attended mectings at that institution for the puipose
of considering the specifications for a4 new buld-
mg, and the diflerences of opwon as to the
most  switable plan amongst unprofescional men oc-
cupied considerable tune, led to endless discussion,
and there was great duficulty mn armving at an unawmous
conclusion, 1n fact, at the last mecting, which he had been
unable to attend, he was informed that no deciston was
arrnived at  He should be sorry to see such a course adopted
in that House—every memba talang up a specification, and
discugang the particular tumber of which such and such a

work should be constiuctcd, whether 1t should be varmished
t
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or pamted, and whether the fittngs should be of cedar or
deal  Duning the last session 1o conclusion was arrived at
upon the point, but the Government stated to thc House
they were pcrfectly wilbng to lay upon the hbrary table
the plans of any work the cost of which would “exceed
£1,000  Scver:l plans and estimates had that morning been
Ind upon the table  Further than this hc did not think 1t
desnable to go, but it the House wished the 1esolution to
be acled npon, and were williag to pay the cost involved, the
Goverument would make no objection , but he 1epeated that
1t was unicasonable to ask the Government to make bricks
without giving them the necessary straw

Mr MILDRED, 1 supporting th¢ motion, expressed
regrct that the Commussioner of Public Works ~hould have
u~ed such hme alguments aganst 1t It would b m the
reecllection of the House thit the votes for several works
last sussion wae wholly suppressed, in consequence ol the
wish of the House, thire bemng no plins and esti-
mates before 1t He rmight 1efar to the Couwrt house
at Port Adelade, the telcgriph, police barracks, &¢ Ihe
money for ti ¢se works might huve been voted, but that the
plidge gnen to the THouse ot placing  plans  and
cstunates before 1t had rot been cartied out Placing plans
upon tlehibruy table he 1egarded as a mare subtorfuge, as
such a cowse could nevar mve the mformation to honour-
able members whieh they had L right to eapect If the comse
preposed by the resolution under discussion were eartied out,
1t was not probable that much t'me would be occupied 1 the
discussion of the plans, as the very fict of plans and (sti-
mates having been prepared, would be a guarantee to the
Ilouse that the piobible cost ot the work hid 1ecerved
careful considerition  If there were so much dufficulty 1n
getting prng and cstimates fiom the Colomal Aiehiteet’s
Utj‘lce, I would strongly utge the eapediency of tcnders beung
cailed for themn sutishid that m mine ¢13(s out of ten morc
surtable plans and more griceful bu,ldings would be secured
by that cot rse than by any other °

Mr SIRANGW A3 S <upported the motion, and eited the
new goods shed at theRalway Station asa stiorg argument
m 1ts favor  dhe House last session voted 71,0000 for
that work, upon the understanding that it should be
placed m 3 certam posttion, but not only had the s.te been
altared, but the general plan of the work” had heen altercd
also, and 1t was posable that in consequence of tins altera-
t1iom the House would be callel upon to vote a vay lige
'ummoml sum for the puipose of completing the bu.iding
1he cost of haulage would” be geatly mcieascd by the
altnitronan the site When the moncy was voted 1t was
stated that the bwlding was to be 1 accord ince with certam
plans, but 1t would be for the Houce to consider whether
the money had leen properly expended when there
had becn a depai ture from the plans upon wineh the money
wisactually vored  Jle apprehended 1t would be admitted
that the Government hid no authonty to alter the plans
winch had been approved bwthe House  What they wanted
when ashed to vote a sum tor 2 certam purpose was to see
that therewas a probability of the building bang erected fou
the vote, and that the design was suitable for the purposes
for which the bullding wis jequued  lhe evpense wasa
bugbear rused by the Commissioner of Public Works and
ws usuilly brought forward when wmy scetions of 1atlways
wae applied for  He Lehcved that it the systemn wcie
adopted here whieh was wopted by the Board of Oidnance
al home, namely, a systan of photogiraphy, for multiplying
mAaps and plang, all wh ch had ecumairted could be done
for 500/, ana the cost of cach succedmg jear would not
exceed f1om 100/ to 1500

M1 HAY scircely knew what the hon member for Sturt
meant hy piessing his motien, and at the samne tme a gung
that plans and <pecifiations for pubhc buildings should be
advartiscd fo

Mi REANOLDS 1ose to order e had not said that
plans and speedfications should be adyertiscd for

Mz H AY said then 1t wag the hon member for Noarlunga
who had sud so, d he tully appioved of the plan, beheving
that to advertise for pliis and speerficit.ons would be the
best plan that could be adopted e thought 1t would be far
bettar to abolish the systcm of the plaus of all buildings
bang prepared by the Colomal Aichitcet  Let the (roscin-
ment state what buildings were 1equued, and when the
morey had been voted for them, let plans and speaihea-
tons be adyertised for , but he thought 1t 1 very wiong prin-
ciple that plars and speciheations should be adsecitised for
before 1t had been determined that the Luildings should
actully be erceted  Plans and speafications having been
prepucd, the Ixecutive could then choosc those which they
cousidered best smted  1e obscrved that m hon member
ot the Lemslative Council had given notice of 1 sinular
motion  (Lhe Speaker said the hon member was out of
order m alluding to the proceedings of the other House )
Hec did not gec that any good could 1csult from placing plans
and specifications on the table of the hibrary, but the course
which he would <uggest was, that after the vote had been
tahern plins and speastications should be invited

Mr BAGOIL hoped the hon moember for the Sturt would
withdiaw the moti u, feeling convinced that no goad ¢ uld
ever come from hinding the House by a general 1cso0lut on of
such a charicter A stioug argument agaust it _might be
used from the very fact thit the hon member for Incounter
Bay w1 not aw ue till formed by the Speaker, that plins
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and epecifications of the goods shed at the Rulwav Station
had actually been placed upon the table of the House 1.st
seswon  If plms and specifications werc to be lud upon the
tible of the House for the purpose of hinding the uxecutive,
1t was quitc elent there coutd de no alteration from those
plaos but 16 might be neccssary when the House ais not
sitting that alter wtions should be effected and the Exccutive
would be cramped 1if they weie to be bound to mihke 10
alterations without the sanction of that House Che Exccu-
tive should be allowed some latitude He had alwnys ob-
jected to the Government carrying out public worhs futther
than wais actually nccesswry, lLe had always objected
to their canymg out 1ulways f{e asiecd with the
hon member for Gumeracha, that tenders should be invited
after the mo ey had been voted, but as no good could result
from binding the House by a resolation of this kind, he
hoped 1t tvould be withdriwn

3 MACDEBYOTT felt compelled to vote agumst the
motion and 1t the same time to expiessan opmon that that
House ought not to wssume the functions of an kxecutive
Government A great number of plans and estimates had
reference to police barrackhs and court houses - distant
places and 1f snch trifling matters weie to occupy the atten-
tion of the House, they would have enough to do  Tf he te-
membered nghtly 1t was the hon member for the Sturt who
was last scswion mstrumental m reducing the staff of the
Colonial Airchitect’s Departinent, and thus pireventel many
phws from bang prepated which otherwise would have ocen
[f anv fult were fo be found with the Comnussioner of
Public Works he thonght it was that he bad not taken the
1esponsibality of incresing the staff of that departinent when
1t was th e gene al wish that public works shonld be carised
out Heagreed that, in connection with woihs of gieat 1m-
portance, it wasquite right that proper plans shoald be lad
before the Touse .

Mr BARROW should feel inchned to vote for the propo-
ytion of pressed to a division He did not know ~whether
the hon mover would take the advice of the hon members
for Gumeriche and Light, but if not, he should picier
votme for to yoting against the motion, the more so s the
House had already hea~d ficm the only member of the Go-
vernment who had gpoken on the subject tnat there would be
no objection on the part of the Government, provided the
means were nleced at thewr disposal to give effiet to the wish
of the House Of couse, the House could’ not refuse the
means which were 1eally necessary —(he ir)—and, thercfore
he saw no dificulty theie ~He thought foo much had
been made of the enoimous amount of wortk which
would be entalled upon hon mnicmbers 1f the reso-
lution hefore the House were carred out  Balance-
sheets of Buildinz Societies and other mstrtutions were laid
upon the table of the House, and mught be caamined by hon
membersaf they plcised, but he gencially found that hon
members contented themselves by pissing them 15 they
were without discussion, or as the hon member for the Sturt
would sav sub «lentio 1f plaus of court-houses, police
barracks &c, were lad before the Touse, he questioned
whether hon members would feel disposed to go into them
quite so mnutely as the Commussioner of Public Works sp-
peaced to apprehend  Besides, 1t wou'd be obseryved that 4
minuatc ¢lss of works was not contemiplited oy the resolu-
tion, wluch would only have effect when the works contem-
plated were estimated to cost 500/ ormoe  Fhe whole ques-
tion 1n his judement wis one of expense Would 1t entul
a tasge es penditure of money ® [fso, that was a sutheient
yeason to vote aganst it = The Commussioner of Public
Worka had not sud that any gicat ¢ypense would bein-
volved but that if 1t were the wish of the House that the
1esolution shonld be complied with the Goveinment would
offur no objection  Under such circurastances he thought he
must suppoit the motwon, unless the hon mover were pie-
pared to adopt the suggest.on of the hon membeis for
Gumeracha nad Jacht

Mr LOWNSEND should support the motion  Lhe ques-
tion which the House wunted to decide m connection with
pubhe works, was not whether certain portions should be
pamted or varmshed, but whether they conld conscientiously
vote the sums ashed for To deternune tins, it was abso-
lutely necessary that the llouse should have plans and
estimates before 1t Last sesston hon  members would
remember the sum of 7 000! was voted for Anew goods shed,
the site being then stated as opposite Noith-terrace, but he
now found that the bmlding was being erected 1n a hole at
the back of the 1 u'way, and he hid been mformed that the
conttact, 1nstc1d of bemg hmited to 7 000, exceeded 13 0007
Persons who had the contiict for cirtage would have to go
up two hills to come up from the rulway Ile felt that
piar< and estimates shonld be before the House not because
the House should be abulding comunttee, but thit the
Nouse upon seeing the plans should consider what amount
of money 1t coull spare, and1f necessury, that the works
should be immediately set about If this plan had bean
adopted last session he believed that the 37,000/ wluch had
been voted but winch still remamed unexpeided, would
have been devoted to the purposes for which it waa intended,
ana that the whole ot those woiks would be m cowse of
completion

Mr DUYFIDLD, lke some other hon members, hoped
that the hon member for the Stuit  would with-
draw the 1otion, otherwise he should vote agunst
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it All that he could gather from the resolation
and the discussron which had taken place upon 1t
was, that 1t they passed the resolution, they would
stultify themselves and tie thetr own hands  Under existing
cucumstances 1t was optional with the House when any
money for particular works was ashed for by the Mumstry to
refuse to grmt 1t, unti! plans and eshimates had been pre-
pared He beheved that the prepiration of plars was a very
expensive operation, and 1t appened to hum quite zufficient
that 1t was competent for the House to deal with every case
upon its merits

Mr PLAKE halno desire to sce that Ilouge converted
mto a bmilding commttee, but he had a very gieat wish that
well designed plans and carefully prepared estymates of huld-
1ngs should be lud upon the table of the House when money
for the erection of such builldings was askel for He be-
lieved that such a course would have a most benefictal effect,
not only causimg greater care 1n the preparation of the plans
and estimates but expediting the caniying out of them Tle
believed it wonld be great economy n the long 1un, even
though two extra draughtsmen were employed in the prepa-
ration of such plans ~ If he waated proof of the position
which he had just laid down he need merely refcr to the
me].mcho:}y report of the Chief Commissioner of Water-
Works He had read that report with great regret, for 1t
pomnted to the bunal place of 15,000 of the publhe money
1n excess of the vote of that House and as appeared by the
report there had been an unauthonsed expenditure hy the
Commigsioner of Pubhic Works of 6,300{ He found
too, that cxtensive deviaiona from the orginal
plins had been made, and that an enotmous eXress
m expenditure had tiken place 1n  conscquence of the
badness of design and construction of the River Weir  ['he
sad report to which he had alluded nduced hin to support
the motion that plans and specifications should be lard defore
the House before a grant of money for pabhic woitks was
asgented to  The Chiet Commisuioner of Waterworks 1t
appeared, had actually been 1nothce a considerable time before
he could find any 1ccord of these deviations and excesses
authoiized by the Public Works Department He would

ieter that the sum of 500! should not be mentioned at all,

ut that the House would o1der, 1n general terms, that plans
and specificitions of 1l public works should be faud upon the
table of that Housc before votes for such works were assented
to  He felt satished that such a plan would prevent the
gross waste of public mouev which there could be no doubt
had taken place The aggregate amonnt was difficalt to
1magine, when he had shown that upon one public work tbere
had been so great in excess and that money had apparently
been squandered in <o 1eckless 1 manner  How could that
7Touse heep any check upon expentitine 1f, though only
13,750 weie voted for a work, the actual cost pioved to be
something hke 22,0002 , the difference bang expended with-
out the sanction o1 authonity of that House

Mr ROGERS felt rather disposed to support the motion,
but feared at the same time that if 1t were carried 1t might
prevent the Gencral Estimates bemg passed, s plans and
gpecifications for many of the works provided for upon those
Estimates could not, he apprehended, be prepared in suffi-
cient time  [f the hon mover were disposed to alter the
motion thatit shonld take effect fiom and after the present
session and would alter the amount fiom 5000 to 1000 he
shou'd be rither disposed to support the motion  He could
not, however, support the motio1 as1t stond, 1s 1t trequently
happenced that repairs were necessiry during the recess, and
1f thns motion were passed the hands of the kxeci tive would
be completely tied  He did not see how 1t would be possible
to dispense with the office of the Colonmal Arclntect

Mr LINDSAY remmihked that 1f the Govemmcent first
went to the expense of prepanimg plans and estunates the
Honse might redace by 2 half the amonnt ashed for the com-
pletion of the woiks and then asamaitter of course, fresh
plans would have to be prepared 3o that theie would be an
outlay for prepaning two sets of plans  He should sunport
the motion, however, believing that as a general principle the
plan proposed was a cortect one.

The Al TORNEY GENERAT would feel it us duty as a
member of the House to vote against the motion, because he
beheved 1t would 1involie an undesirable and 1njudicions ex-
penditure  Theidea that before the House discussed the
propuiety of devoting money to a particular purpose they
should have planiand estimates before them, appeired to lum
tobe avery foolish onc, butif the Houscagreed to the motion,
as 12 member of the Government he ghould not object to 1t
Tt wasfor the House as the guardians of the public purse to
81y n what way the money should be spent, and as onc of
thercpresentatives of the people he folt 1t his duty to guard
against any veedless expenditure of money but as a member
of the Government he saonld raise no objection to cariying
out the resolution, if the House thought 1t desirable  He
should hay e contented himself by =aying that much, had 1t
not been for the strong attack made upon the Government
by the hon member for the Buwira, with regard
to njudicious  and  unauthonsed cxpenditure at the
Waterworks  He wis  glad that attack had  been
made, beszuse 1t would afford the hon  member for
the Sturt who was Commussioner of Public Works at
the time that expenditure took place, an opportunity of de
fcnding hiumselt fiom attack, and he was sure the hon mem-

bet would be able to show that his conduct had been such
as to plu e him above every imputation of blame (A lauzgh)

Mr REYNOLDS samid the Attorney-Gencral had rused
the point that he (Mr Reynolds) wus bound to_defend him-
self but he would ask, was he a member of the Government ?
It was only the other day the Houee had heard from
the Attorney-General that the whole of the Government
wetc 1esponsible fot the wcts of one manber = What then did
the hon the Attorney-General want? Did he want hum
(Mr Reynolds) to defen! mm? (Laughter ) e had always
thought” the Attorney-General 2 giant 1 mtellect who
wanted no one to cefend hun, but was capable of defending
himself agunst a host  Let hun then defend himself  He
was n t at that time gowg into the qustion of the Water-
works, but was perfectly prepaied to defund any act of ius. if
mdeed any requuned defending  Fhe great objection 1o the
motion appearcd to be the gicat expense, but he would
diaw the ittention of the ITouse to the fact that he did not
ash the plins to be Jaid upon the tabie of the Housc , all that
he asked was that they should be prepaed At prescnt the
Colonial Architect mule a caleulation of the cost of 1 work,
but how did he do1t®> Did he jump at it and inform the
Cominissioner of Pabhic Works that a ceitain sum would be
requited”? If he made specifications to enable i to judge
ot the cost of the work, why should not the House have
them® Why should the House not have beforeat the data
upon which the Colomal Architect <ud that a certun sum
was 1cquued? What additional expense, for instance, was
thete in laying plans upon the table of the Libruy > It
would be much better that the House should waste the money
which the preparition of certain plans would cost, than that
they snould ercet buldings cyesores to any one who knew
anytlung of archutectuce Better throw away money 1 plans
than crect buildings which were 4 disgrace to the colony
The hon member tor Mount Barker did not hke to vote
agnnst the motion, but winted hum to tiim a httle and let
this scssi0a pass quetly over without enforcing the
motion, but he would 1emind that hon member
thit he (Mr Reynolds) had brought forward the motion
Iast session, hut that 1t had shpped thiough afte. the
Government had promised they would caiy out the spirit ot
the resolution Had they doneso® Ilhe hon wmember tou
Barossa said that the House could deal with each item as 1t
wis bioaght before them, but the Governminent perfectly
well knew how to work the oricle (Laughter) One hon
member wanted a t1imway to Strathalbyn, aaathet a rail-
way to Kapunda and go o1 so that in the e of getting
then wants supplied, the Government generally found they
bad a sufhuent number of suppotters to cariy then piojects
The Commuissioner of Public Woirks had 1wsiared the House
that the Govanment would have no onjection to assent to
the motion but the Attorney-General sud that the Govern-
ment had a very serious objection _aund 1t appeared to lum
that the Commis~ioner of Public Woiks had answeied with -
out consulting his chief

The AITORNLY-GENERAT rose to order What he
had stated wwas, that asa member of the Goverument he had
no objection, but the hon member for the Stmt, quite unin-
tentionally no doubt, had ttributed to hun directly the
reveise

Mr REYNOLDS begged pndon Tt appeared the hon
the Attoiney-General divided himself into two parts, but
how would ?‘:emtw Why agamst the mot on  T'he Com-
migsioner of Public Works should have consulted hig chief
befoie wswering  ‘Lhe result of not domg so wg, that the
Government were at 1ssue, and the peace ofthe happy fanuly
was disturbed (Laughter ) He was tnxious to see how the
Goveinment would vote, and should certunly not withdraw
the motion, having by 1sort of legeidemain, been done out
of 1t 11st session  He could not understand the hon menber
for the Inght standing up and apologwisiag for the Govern-
ment, unless, 1deed, he were thur standing counsel, o1
expected the raillway was to be cartted to Kapunda (A
jaugh )
lhe SPEAKER stated, i reply to 4 question from Mr
Hawler, that he had no control over plins maicly placed on
the Tabrary table -

‘L he motion was then put and caried

MD>SRS BLYTH BROTHERS

Mr REYNOLDS brough forward the motion 1 his
name—

¢ That a return be Jaid on the table of the House showing
what amount of goods (1fany) have becn supplied by the brm
of Blyth Brothers to the Central Road Loarl and other
Boaids or woiks unde: the charge of the present Hon Com-
nussionar of Publi, Works, from the 9th June, 1853 to the
presenttime, a'sn, showing by whom the accounts for such
goods have beence tified or approved ™
lhe hon member obtained perimssion from the Iouse to
amend the litter part by iiserting the words ¢ whethet
such goods wete supplred under contiact or private pur-
chase 1f by puvate purchise, by whom ordered  He
thought that any gentleman holding the position of Commig
sionct of Public Works oaght not to have anything to do
with any contract, or any work or supplies for any Govern-
ment department  ‘When the hon gentleman had guatded so
scalonsly the anterests of the country by regulations
for the guidance of the Harbour Trust, the Central
Road Board, the Waterworks, and the Railway, precluling
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Commnussioners md members of Boards from being parties
to any contract or having any bereficial interest 1n any
worh undeitaken by these Boards, 1t wounld be a very grave
matter indeed 1f 1t were found that the Commussioner hun-
stif was mterested 1n works under tns charge He did not
say .t was 8o, but he wasin the habit of seeing the news

papers, and he would say this, that if the Commussiiner of
Pubhic Works were 1nnoccnt ot the charge he should be 1e-
Jieved from 1t and if he were guidty bhe should be putished

It was only right, mdeed, that the (omm.s<ioner of Public
Woiks should be afiorded an opportinity of showing
whether he had any interest1in any such contricts or supplies
~-whether be had been 1n the habit of supplying picks and
shovels and 8o on, to any depaitment  He had put the
motion 1 an unmstakeable form, becrusc he regarded 1t as
a very seilous matter  Since he had been a member of that
ITouse be had nevar had any interest 1n any contract of the
kind he had alluded to, and looked wth great suspicion upon
auny member who had, wmore paiticulaily it he were a mem-
be. of the Government

M- SIRANGWAYS seconded the motion

The COMMISSIONER OF TUBTIC WORXKS had only
two temarks to make st s v member of the Govern-
ment, he would sty that the Gevernment could huve no
possible objection to furmish the 1ewrn, and secondly, as a
member of thit House anl of the community, he had not
the least possible objection to the fullest enquiry mto the
matter

The motion was cacned

SIRATHALBYN

Mr BARROW 1 the absence of Mir Dunn moved—

“T'hat the memorial of the mnhabitants of the districts of
Strathalbyn, Bremer, &c, &c, be ptinted
The hon moember stited that when the petition was m
the hinds of hon members it was 1ntended to take action
upon it

Dr WARYK seconded the motion, which was carried

AUBURN AND UPPER WAKEFIELD
Mr PEAKL moved—
* Phat the petition of the 1nhabitants of Auburn and Upper
Wakefield be printed
The hon member added that he mtended to take action upon
the vetion
Mr MILDRIED scconded the motion, which was carned

DUTY OX LUCERNL &c

Mr MILNE postponed the questina 1n his name till 3
Btow s motton 1 connection with tne revenue had been

discussed
WASTL LANDS RANGERS

M1 PEAXE moved—

“ That copies of all instructions or letters 1ssued from the
Cronn Landg Office to the Waste Lands Rangeis since the
pasaing of the Waste Lands Act, No 18 of 1858, be laid on
the taole of the Honse
1he hon member stated that from 1nfoymation be had re-
ceived from the North it appeaired consider tble distress had
been cansed amongst the woodcutters and teamsters fiom
action which had bheen taken under the Waste Lands dct, 1t
was important the House should be wm possession of the tn-
formation which he ashed for

Mr POWNSEND scconded the motion, which was
catiied, aud the Commussioner of Crown [ ands undertook
to lay the rcquisite information on the table of the

House
RUNS OF TUE COLONY

Mr HAWKER moved—

* I hat the map showing the rung as classified by theSur-
veyor General, be laid on the table of the House ™
1he hon member sail he believed the Commissioner of
Crown Lands was qmite 1eady to produce the map which
he was desirous should be produccd for the general infor -
maton of members, when he believed, 1t would be fouad
that since the classification, nuther the spint nor the letter
of the Act of Ascessment hadebeen complicd with

Mr SLRANGIWAYS sccon led the motton

Mr PEAKE suggested that the present lessees of the runs
should be named upon the map

M1 HAWEKER hal not the least objcction, but queationed
whether they weire awate at the Survey Office who were the

tesent lesseos

‘The COMMISSIONER of CROWN LANDS had already
given wstructions for a copy of the man but the origmal
must 1emun n the Survey Office  He expected the copy
would be ready early 1n the enswng week, and suggested
that the numes of the lessees should be forwarded 1n a sepa-
rate form  Leases wele transfaied fioin hand to hand, so
that 1 all cases the present holders were not known

1he motion was curied

EVMOLINENIS OF GOVLRNMENT Ok FICERS

M1 MILDRED moved—

“1ihwt ascturn belad on the table of the Tlouse showing
if any and what emofuments have been recenved by the Hon
the Surveyor-General and the Engineer to the Souih Ans-
trahian Rulways, beyond then usnal silaries, during the
veals 1836 1857, and 18,8 "'

Ihe hon member ranarhed that he had acard reports to the
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effect that gentlemcn holding high Government appoint-
ments weie pad most extravigntly for their time when
‘required to do anything not exactly 1 thur ordinary rouv
tine, particulatly the parties named 1 s motion , and he
wads desious of knowmg wbetha the funds of the countiy
ware so futtered aw vy

Mr PlbA KL seconded the motion whnch was catiied

TRANSMISSION OF M \AILS

M1 BAGOI putthe (%uesnon of which he had given notice—

**That he wall ash the Hon the Commissioner of Pubhic
Works (Mr Blyth) whether any stcps havé been tiken to
facilitite the transonzsion of mails fiomn the Semaphore
Jetty, by having asteim carriage m wuting, and a conyey-
ance ready at the beach ~t the time of the arnval of the
steamer with snch mals 2’

The COMMISSIONEFR OF PUBLIC WORKS sud lus
attention had been called to the whole subject, but, the Sema-
phote Jetty not being completed, no arrangements had been
made With regard to having a steam-cariige n warting, 1n
consequence of the arrval of two fiesh engines it wasm-
tended to 1ncrcase the number of tiains to the Port, which
would 1n future run cvery hour

COUNCIL PAPER No 16

Mr LINDSAY withdrew the motion 1t s name relitive
to Council Paper No 16

ROAD TO PORI ELLIOP
Mr LIND>AY moved—

‘ Lhat a retuin be 1 ud upon the table of tins House show-
mg the amount of money expended upon the 101d between
Port Elbot and the Cut Il distinguishing betweaf the
amount expended in the p irchase of land and that expended
upan the constiuction of theioad ™

M1 BARKROW seconded the motion, which was curield
LEAVE OF ABSENCE fO GOVLRVYULNT OFFICERS
Mr REYNOLDS postponed the motion standing 1n his

naine
TELEGRAPH 10 NEPEAN BAY

M: BAGOLI moved—

“ I'ht this House will on Tuesday, the 7th June, resolve
itself 1nto a Committee of the whole for the purpose of con-
sidcrimg the motion that an address be presented to 18 hix-
cellency the Governor mm-Chief, requesting a sum to be
plrced on the Lstimites for the eatension of the telegiaph
to Nepean Bay ™
As the matter could be discussed better i Committee, he
should not make many 1emarks, butit appeared very im-
portant to extend the telegriph to Nepean Bay, in order
amongst other teasons to bind the other colonies more closel
to this province, considenng that the popalation was small
as compared with that of Victora and New South
Wales If this were not done, thus colony would
vety hkely be left in the laurch again, and the mails
would ccase to be landed on 1ts shores A gentleman
who had just come out from Lugland, mformed h'm
(Mr Bagot) that the Penwmsular and Oriental Company had
mtimated to hnm that though 1t was not a pat of thu con-
tract that a telegraph shoold be lad down to Nepean Bay,
still 1t was considered a part of the compact that such a hne
should be estabhshed

M1 HAWNKLR seconded the motion, though he would not
bind mmself to vote in Commattee for the telegiaph  He
wantcd furtha mtormation respecting the contract enteied
mnto with the Mail Commpiny  If 1t wes not in the bond that
the colony should go to the expense of laymg down this
telegraph, he did not see why the cost should be wncuried,
masinuch as Victonia would dern e most bencfit fiom it As
to New South Wales he would shottly be able to convince
hon members that both the Government and the people of
that coiony were in favor ot landing the mails not merely at
Kangatoo fsland but even at Glenelg

M: REYNOLDS asked thc hon the Attoiney-General
whether the Government had a3 yct obtained a copy of the
contract entered mto by the home Goveinment with the
Penmsular and Oriental Company , as, if not, the hon mem -
ber had better postpone s motion until the IIouse wasn
possession of that document

The ALIORNLY GENLRAL sud the Government had
not yet 1ecerved a eopy of the contract

Mr LINDSAY supported the motion, thinking 1t de-
suable that the question should be discussed , but he could
not support the ptoject, as he beheved that a meat portion
of the expense would be upnecessuy Lhe estymited cost
would be some 7,500/ 1 addition to the yearly ountlay upon
the ine, but as submaime cables were continually hable to
be broken and put out of order the actual cost would
ptobably beabout 153 000/ m her of 500/ (*No, no,” fiom
M Barrow) Theae was alicady telegraphic communica-
tion between Port Elhot and Melbourne though it was
almost dangerous to spetk of Port LEllhot just now-—-
(haughter)—but by extending the telegiwph about four
nules fur ther overland, messages could be ti imnsmatted with-
out any meat expense or dilficrlty 1he present contiact
with the Co1io amountcd to about 2,500l a year and he ap-
prehended that a considerable amouant could be saved if the
mat's were landed at Victor Iaibor instead of Nepean Bay
Probably for an additional 200/ o 300/ per anuum the

.
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present contractor for the southern mails would be glad to
take the Enghsh mails overland, and then when the road,
which’was at present execrable waa wmproved —(laughter)
the mails could be brought from Victor H wubor to Willunga,
and trom Willunga to Adc'arde in about sevea hours

‘Lhe motion was then agreed to

THE NORI'HERN RAILWAY

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL, in the absence of Mr
SHaNNON, moved to postpope the question in the name
of that hon member

Agreed to

POSTPONEMENT OF GOVERNMENT BUSINLSS.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moed that all the Govern-
ment business on the paper be postponed to luesday, 17th
wgtant

Mi SIRANGWAYS asked why this business wis not to
be proceede! with (Hear, hear) [he Ralway Commis-
sioners Bill was now lying on the table, and why under these
urcumstances the hon” the Attorrey-General should move
for a postponement, he (Mr Strangways) was it vloss to
understand  [heie was also the consideration 1n Commattee
of the whole House of the Census Bill He did not sce any
reason fur postponement. (Hear, hear) -

Mr REYNOLDS said that as the House had met so fre-
quently and done go hittle, he thought 1t better to goon On
Tuesday the kstrnates were to come on, and they mighttake
the whole day or ¢ven two or three davs It wais then not
8 o’clock, 80 that the House could st for two hours and
a-half, and all the Government business on the paper might
be gone though  (Hear, hear ) There wisalso the distilia-
tion question to be brought forward on next luesday, by the
hon member for Fast [orrens, which mght tahe seieral
days He should oppose the motion

Mr PEAKE also opposed it, in the absence of any cason
for taking the course propased  (Heat )

The A CIORNEY-GENERAL said that at the commence-
ment of the session, the House resolved that Iuesdays and
Thursdays should be Government aays and on these days he
had attended and becn ready to procced with business But,
for the conventence of hhon members, the House did not <t
on the previous day, and he (the Attorney-General) was not
prepared now to go on  If, therefore, the House did notcon-
sent to make the Government businces an Oider of the Day
for Tucsday, 1t would Japse, and he should nive fiesh notice

The motion was then put and negatived without a division

MEASUREMENT OF SHIPS

Mr MILDRED moved—

“That there be laid upon the table of tlus House a return

showing the nuinber of ships measured for tonnage by any
Government Officer 1n South Austraha during the years
1857, 1858, and 1859, by whom measured, anl, if any fees
were paid, how such fees were appropriated ™’ -
He was given to understand that there had been 2 Jarge
number of ships measured and he had neva scen auyreturn
ot the fees p ud for ting purpose, nor was he awate what be-
came of them

‘Lhe motion was agreed to

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE

Mr MILNE asked the Commissioner of Public Works
whether, 1n the event of the douth Austrahan Institute bang
burlt upon the site recently approved of by the House, the
buil ing would ben accordance with the plan whieh had
been 1ud upon the table

Ihe COMMISSIONLR OF PUBLIC WORKS replied 1n
the hrmative, adding that the building had been com-

mcenced
FRIENDLY SOCIETIES
Mr MILNE moved—
¢ That the petition of certain members of certain societies
fresemed by him on the 11th of May, be printed *’
t was lug intention to take further action 1n the matter
The motion was agreed to

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL AND THE GOVERN-
MENT BUSINLESS

Mr STRANGWAYS ashed the Hon the Speiker what
would be the fate of the lapsed Government business He
should take an early opportumty of asceitaiming the opinion
of the House in reference to the conduct of the Attorney-
General (Mr Hanson) in refusing, without any recason other-
wise than that of his personal convenience, to 2o on with the
Government bu«iness on the notice-paper (Hear, heay )

lhe ATTORNEY-GENKRAL 10se to order 1lhe hon
member should give notice of his motion, that he (the
Attorney-General) might be enabled to reply to it

Mr STRANGWAYS said he was entitled to speakin reply
to what the hon member had sud, as he was about to
move that the House, at 1ts rising, adjourn to Tuesd iy next
It would be very convenient for the Hon the Attorney-
General that no hon member should have the right ot reply-
ing to him as the tone of the hon member’s remarks would
be very different when he had the last woid, as he (Mr
%tmng\va?'s) had frequently found to be the ciwse  He
thought the House would agree with lum that it was a most
unwatrantable thing for & mem'’er of the Government to
say that he would not proceed with the busurmss because he
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did not find 1t convement (Hear, hear ) Many hon mem-
bars m'zht have attendel specially to discuss the business in
questiyn  But perhaps the hon the Attorney-General
knew that theie would be a laiger attendance of members
favorable to the Government upon some fature occasion
(Laughter ) He (Mr Stiangways) now moved that the
Holusi.xt tts misiag do adjourn to Tuesday, 17th inst, at t
o'cloc

The SPEAK ER rephed that no Government bustness had
lapsed lhe Hon the Attorney-General moved that the
Govcernment business on the paper be made an Oidei of the
Day for Luesday, and thi3 motion was negatived The hon
meinber mugt theiefore replace it upon the paper by giving
p:oper notice

The House rose at 10 minutes to 3 o’clock.

_-—*—
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

TuUESDAY, MAY 17
The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 2 o’clock

MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY
The Hon the PRESIDENT announced the receipt of
M-ssaze No 1 from His Excellency the Governor, 1a reply
to Address No 7 of the Legislative Counal relative to the
mode 1n which the operations of the Harbor Trust should be

carriel out
TIHE WATERWORKS
Lhe Hon the CHIEF SCCRETARY laid upon the table
further correspondence 1elative to the Water works; which,
upon the motion of the Hon Captain BAGOT, was 1cad and
ordered to be printed

MESSAGE FROM [HE ASSEMBLY
The Hon the PRESIDENI announced the receipt of a
megsage from the Assembly, intimiting that the Library
Commuttee had been reappomted, with power to conter with
the Library Committee of the Legislative Councy!

PUBLIC BUILDINGS
Che Hon J MORPHELI, n the absence of the Hon Dr

Davies, postpaned the notice of motion 1 the name ot the
latter gentleman till the following I'uesday

OFFLNCLS OF A PUBLIC NATURE CONSOLIDA-
TION BILL

The Hon the CHILF SECRITARY, in moving the
second reading of this Biil, said 1t wais unnecessary to make
any further observations than to remark that when the Bill
was i Commuttee he should move, according to suggestions
trom the Clhiet Justice soine small modifications and tera-
tions in the degree wnd mode of pumishment  The Bul was
compiled fiom the statute law asat at present existed

I'he Bill was read a second time and constdered pro forma
10 Comumuittee 1ts further consideration betng made an order
of the day for the following Tuesday

OFFENCES AGAINST I;gl%gEERlY CONSOLIDATION

On the motion of the Hon the CHIETF SECRL1TARY this
Bill was read @ second time and consideied pio furma in
Commttee, 1ts further consideration being made an order of
the day for the following Tuesday

OFFENCES AGAINSC THE PERSON CONSOLIDA-
TION BILL

Ou_the motion of the Hon the CHIEF SECRETARY
this Bill was 1ead a second time, and the House went into
Commuittee upon it A provigo wns introduced by the hon
gentleman to the effect, that wheie sentence of death
was pronounced, and no day named for 1t being carried into
effect, 1t should take eflect on the twenty-fiist day fiom the
date at which the sentence was passed

Ihe Hon the CHILEF SECRETARY proposed an altera-
tion 1n the clause relerring to mauslaughter the pumishment
fo whach, according to the Enghsh law, was penl servitude
for life, or an{ term not lese than fouryears — Ihis provision
the hon g ntieman moved be stiuck ont, and imprisonment
for hfe, or any less teim substituted  Lhe words which
he proposed to stithe out weie 1in the Iinghish statute,
but weie not applicable hcie  In England penal servitude
was substituted tor tiinsportation and theie it had many
mitigating cucumstances , for ingtance, good conduct would
entitle a paity scntenced to penal servitude to a ticket
of leave , or the Judge might order transportation in lieu of
penad servitude and 1f the convict weire sent to Western
Austraha or othei conviet colony, he rmght by good conduet,
soon obtain a ticket of leave or conditional paidon  Here
the only punishment was impiisonment with hard labor ,
ana sentenang to that pumishinent for the same term as
pennl servitude would Le essentially more severe By intro-
ducing the words he proposcd, the term of pumishment by
mmprisonment with haid labor imght be mitigated at the dis-
crction of the convicting Judge, according to the degiee of
crimwahity which attached to the offence

fhe Hon JOHY MORPH&IL ashed if 1t would not
be necessaiy to keep the teim “ penal setvitude’ 1m the
clause, 1 order that convicted felons might be sent to
the Stochade A man nught be sentenced to 1m-
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prisonment for hfe but under the terms of the
clanse as amended, 1t scemcd to hum that he must be kept in
the gaol at Adelude, wheie no woiks were carrid on, and
conscquently the convict could rot be made to earn the cost
of his mawntence He hed understood that it was neces-
sary the term penalservitude should be kept 1n, 1t order that
conviets might be sent to the Stockade

The Hou the CHIEF SECRETARY was not ~ware that
such was the case, but would mike enquiry, and it it should
prove to be, an alteration of the law im that respect would be
necessary

The [{on Captan BAGO! thought the observations of
the Hon J Moiphctt excecingly perttnent 1 he term penal
scivitude appeared to bim to embrice everything, andfat
were used they would be enabled to send couvicts to the
Stockade o1 elsewhere It was moie comprechenxive thin
mpsonment, as to s mnd the term ampriconment did
not unply that any service wag to be received from the
prisoncr

Lhe Hon the CHILE SECRETARY pownted out that the
words * with or without haid labot  were troduced and
that penal servitude and imprisonment 1 the Stockade were
one and the same thing  In lungland, penal servitude might
be mitigated aftetwards or, 1f the pauty wee trinsported,
he might become a condition il-pardon man, but hcre there
»ag no mitigation

The Hon J MORPHLIT ealled the attention of the Hon
fhe Chiet Secrctary to instinces which had occuried here of
parties bung sentcnced to impr sonnent and hird labor, by
winch the public understood that they werce to be sent to the
Stochade mstcad of which they had been kept i Gaol
durmng the whole paiod of then sentence, and upon the
authoritres being ashed why these parties had not been sent
to the Stochade, the answer bid been that they had not been
sentenced to penal seivitude but to imprisonn.ent

The Illon H AYLRS thought the Hon the Clucf Sccre-
tary would find theie was a gicat diffcrence between penal
suitude ard sumple umprisonment, as the term penal seivi-
tude was agmin made use ot 1n the 10th clause, showang, he
thought, that the two punistiments were tonsideed different,

Tiie 1Ton the CHTEF SECRI LARY wished to explam
thit penal scrvitude in England was not the same thing as
penal servitude hiere  In lngland parties sentenced to penal
servitude had a mirrgatory enwcee, but not so here

The Hon Capt BAGOT ashed if 1t was not intended to
admit any mitigatory chance iieie  He thionght 1t would be
only nght, wnd that'they should lenve the door open to the
Lxccuhive to exercise thair discretion as to the emplovinent
of privoners  Crrcumstances  mght  anse  malng 1t
very desirable that peisons  suffeting pumizhment
should bave an opportumty of miking themnsdues
useful ard net be kept constantly under lock and key
Tor instance, he thought thit many puties who had been
sentenced might be mide very uscful m exploring patties

the Hon the CHILE SKCREIARY pomted ouv that
there was no tichet of-leave system 1 force here  lhe Act
of 1855 would, if ho1 members would refur toat, show what
was meant by imid Jabor  Jhose sentencud to hard labor
were employed at the dtockade guariies, where the woik was
VCIY 80VLre

lhe Hon A FORSTER ierv much wished the hen the
Chiet Scerctary to explain the diffcrence bctween 1mprison-
ment and hardlabor, and pcnal seivitude 1t this aiffercnce
weie fuily explamed the Council would be better able to aeal
with the ‘question  1f penal seivitude ically imphed that
the party consicted should be expoited from the place where
the oifence w13 cormntted, he saw a necessity for excepting
the cxpiession from the present measure, but if penal ser-
vitude were synonymous with 1mprsonment and hwd
labor, he hairdly saw the use of abundomng the term

The Mon the CHIKEF SECRLIARY sad under the
1 nglhsh statute pcnal scrvitwle comprehended tiansporta-
tion with the chinec of 4 corditional p udon on prison setyvi-
tude n I ngland with the prospect of a ticket of Jease, and
there would be a dufficulty hiete in sentencing any onc to penal
suvnitude, as there was only oue hind of punishment, which
w1s impnsonment with hard Libor at the Stochede No
tichets-of lewve o1 conditional pardons would be granted
unda the Jaw of this colony

IThe Hon A FORSILR sa d1f that were a cortect defim-
110n of penal scgvitude, and that 1t merely had reference to
Loglind but did not apply m this colony, 14 was desiribleat
shonld be expungcd from the statute  He agreed with the
Hon the Clief Seerctary 1t would be hetter to i sert mmpn-
sonment with hard labor m heu of penal seivitude

The clause as amended was passed, and & simifar alteration
was made 1n subsequent cJauses

The Hon Captain BAGOL suggested that jn clause 21,
relating to p)reing wood upon tailways 1t wis desnable that
the pumishment of whipping should be retained, as m other
clinses, for Juvemle offendars, under the age of 18 years

‘1hus suggestion was adopted

Clavse 22 1elated to rape for which 8 pumicshment was
provided of nnpnsonment for hfc or not less than four

eara
Y Ihe Tlon J MORPHLTT sked why the putashment for
this oflence should be less haie than o bnglhind «

Lhe Hon the CHTLE SLCRELARY sud the charge was
one very casy to make, but dithcalt to dispiove  No doubt

there were many cases in which 1nnocent parties wee
convicted

The clause was passed 18 proposed by the Chief Secretiry

Clause 42 related to unnatural oftunces

The Hon the CHIL¥ SECRETARY proposed, af the
suggestion of the Cluef Justice that parties sentenced to
mpnsonment fo1 offences of this nature should be cut off
from their fellow-men and kept 1n solitary confinement

The Hon Captam BAGO1 thought it would be 1mpossible
todevisea mote <evere pumshment, and thitit would be
better to Ict the clause stnd as 1t was  If solitary confine-
ment were imposcd, 1t was not probable it would be of very
long derition, as 1t must p oduce speedy dcath of a most
aggravited pature

The Hon A FORSTER thought 1t desirable to allow the
clwise to stard 151t was with the alternatise of imprison-
ment tor life with solitary confinement  In all c1ses where
death was mvolved, he thought such an a'ternative should
be given to the Judge Ie saggested the elwse should read
*8hould suffer death asa felon, o imprisonment for lie
with solitay confinement ™

The Hon Captun BAGOT remuirked that i1t fiequently
happened thit parties chuged with murder o1 10bbety
suffered nnocently He thought all difficulty would be
reoved by giving the Judge power to passa sentence of
death or sohit iry confinement for hife

Ihe Hon the CHILEF SLURKLIARY adopted the sugges-
tion and the cliuse was passed

Alsothe remaimng clauses, with an additional clause intro-
duced by the Hon the Chiet Secretary, to the effect that the
singulu numbet should include the plural, and the mascu-
line gender the femmine

I'he Bill was then reported to the Council the report
adopted, and the third reading made an order of the day for
the following luesday

I'he Couneil ad)ourned, at 4 0'clock, till 2 o’clock on the fol-

lowing luesday
Y
‘ HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Turspay May 17
The SreaKER took the chair at four minutes past t

o'clock
ELLCITION FOR THE CITY

The SPEAKER announced that he hadeceved a return
to the wiit wiuch had been 1s~ued for the election of a mem-
ber to represent the City of Adelaide 1 the House of Assem-
bly, in the 100m of Wm Burfoid, Esq, resigned, aud that
Wm Owen, Jusq , had been duly elected

Mr Owrv was 1atioduced by Vessis TOWNSEND and
REYMOLDS, and took the oaths and us st

SURVLY 10 KAPUNDA

The COMMISSIONLR O¥ PUBLIC WORKS stated, in
reply to My SHNMoN-—The survey from Section 1411 to
Ipunda, as ordered during iast sesswon, has becn made, but
as the vanons surveys otde.ed at the same t1 ne open up the
whole question of the route to the Noith, 1t 18 unpossible to
1eport as to the best ineans of approachyng Kapunda, untal
fuirther survey s arc made and the whole question considared
sinultancously  Untal further sarveys have becn made and
constdered, 1t 13 1 npossible to siy whether the st ition should
be on tne east or the west side of the township of Kapunda

THE ASSESSMENT ACT

The COMMISSIONLR OF CROWN LANDS stated 1n
reply to My HArLrrr, that upon the following day he should
beprepated to lay upon the table copics of the new lease
under the Asscssment Act of 1ist ses~on

MR BABBAGE S PEIILION

Mr BARROW wished to ask the hon the Speaker how 1t
was that the mmutes of cvidence upon Mr Babbage s pets-
tion had becn lad upon the tavle n 50 unusuwal atoom  he
report was not there though paitaps the repoit had not
DLecn moved fur , at least he antreipated that would be the
answul , but the 1csolutiod of the House appomting the
Comunttee, and the Chanman s minutes of evidence, were tl
absent n faet, the form was quite unusul

1he SPIAKIS R sard that theevidence only had been moved
for, a1d that thaefore the papers had been 1 ud upon thetable
1n the manner i which they then appeared

Mr SIRANGWAYS, asmoy et of theresolution, expluned
that he had prrposely left out the report 1in his moton, 1s he
had no wish that 1t should be lud upon the table of the
House

THELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATION [0 THE
MURRALY

The COMMISSIONLER OF PUBLIC WORKS Iud upon
the table of the House, cxtiact of a letter from Ciptuin
Martindale, of Sydney, and M Gow n, of Melbou:ne reja-
tive to the constiuction of v duect hne of telegraphic com-
wrunication via Echuca

THE ESIIMATES

1he TREASURER said thit, according to thenotice on the
paper, he should be i possession ot the House but bcfore
the mot1on was put to go nto Conuntttee on the Estimates,
he shoula be glad to know the fechng of the House with
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reference to another motion which also stoed upon the paper
in the name of the hon member for kast Toirens
(Mr Barrow), because 1f the House desircd to proceed with
the motion of that hon member rather than the lustimates,
the Government were peifcetly prepared for that coursc
The Government wcre desnous of lewing the matterin the
hands of the House, and would take any course wiuch the
House desired the Government having no desue to take
advantage of the Standing Orders being in their favor by
bringing on the Estimates to prejudice the discussion of iy
anportant question which the House wisbed to take prece-
dence With those preliminary remarks he begged to ask
the hon member for East Torrens whether he intended to
oppose the consideration of the Estimates 1n oider that his
motion might take precedence It so, the Goveinment had
no wish to proceed with the Estumates, 1n fact, they were
piepaied to tike either courge

M: BARROW felt indebted to the hon the Treasurer for
the courteous manner in which he had referred to the motion
standing in s name. Mg, hke the hon the Treaswier, was
in the hands ot the House, and should be perfectly willing to
pursue any course which the House might indicate a wish
to adopt Individually he should have no objection to the
Treasurer making lus financial statement in Commaittee, pro-
vided that the hon gentleman would then move that the
Chairman report progress and procced with the Estumateson
gome future day, aliowing time for the eonewderation of other
questions bearng upon the Estimates  He should like the
motion standing 1n his name to be discussed 1n as full a
House as possible, altogetber nrespective of what mght be
the fate of the motion (Hear, hear ) It was a gquestion
which ought to be dceided n as full a House as could be got
together =~ (Hear, hear ) Several hon members who enter-
tained strong views upon the question of distillation were at
Fresentoutot town, though 1t might perhaps besaid that1fthey
thed to go out of town, mnstead of besng 1n their placesin that
House to take partin an noportant discussion, that was their
business (Hear, hear ) Whil<t he admutted that such might
be advanced as afair answer, 1t was desirable that the gnes-
tion should be discussed n a8 full a Fouseag could be got to-
gether  He would prefer that the motion 1n his name be
made an Order for the following Friday, and that the Esti-
mates be brought under consideration that day week ‘Lhat
course, however, weuld not preclude the Lreasurer from mak-
g lus financial statement, it 1t were understood that the
hou gentleman would not proceed with the Estimates He
would leave the matter 1n the hands of the House

Mr SIRANGWAYS asked if there was any question be-
fore the House

Ihe SPLAKER said the Treasurer wished to take the
opinon of the House whether thcy would goon with the
Estimates, or prefer discussing the motion of the hon mem-
ber for East Torrens

Mr REYNOLDS would hke to make a_few remarks, but
thought the discussion most nregular. The proper course
for the lreasurer to adopt, in o1der to take thc sense of the
House, would be at once to move the House mto Committee

The TREASURER remuked that some confusion arose
last segsion as to the trme at winch the Treasurer should
mahe his hnancial statement, and the discussion upon the
Dstimates was 1n consequence put ofl from time to time
Before the Speaker proceeded to put the question that the
House go mmto Committee, he wished to ash whether the
mode in whreh the question had been settled last year as to
the time at which the financal statement should
be made, had established a precedent for the conduct of the
Goveinment in tius mstance, and whether toe financial state-
mené should be made before going into Coinmmttec or after-
wards

‘Lhe SPEAKER said the custom m the House of Com-
mons nas that the Chancellor of tle Fachequer made a
formal motion that the Speaker leave the chan, and upon
thit motion being put any member could move an amend-
1ent, but the financial statement was invaniably made wten
the House was in Committee Till however, tue wlhole
financial statement had been discussed the House were not
bound to digcuss any particular itemm  The hou gentieman,
n snx};pmt of s statcment, 1eferred to the course taken by
Mr Disraeh m 1857, when the Chancellor of the Eachequer
made his financial statement

The SPEAILER was about to put the motion that the
Bousc resolve itself mto a Committec of the whole for the
consideration of the Estimates wlien

M STRANGWAYS ashed 1f the ruling of the Speaker
was 1n accordance with the Standing Orders, remarking that
the motion of the Ticasurer merely appeared upon the paper
as an Order of the Day in consequence of a resolution of
the House thit upon luesdays and 1huisaays Government
business should take precedence

The SPLAKRER <md 1t was for the Houge to decide 1n
whit way they would read the Staading Orders  Ihe strict
letter of the Standmg Oi1ders bore out the observations of
the hon member for Focourter Bay  1he Standing Ordcrs
had the foice of 1vw but 1t was for the House to say whether
they should be 1ead in connection with the previous practice,
o1 whether they should overnde that practice

Mr MILDRLD, as an amendment, moved that the motion
1n the namne of the hon member for last Lorrens, Mr Bar-
row be proceeded with 1n priference to the Estimates  that
18, that the offer of the Freasurer be accepted Hevonsidered
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the House were under obhigations to the hon gentleman for
having made the offer but fie should like a day to Le fixed on
which the [reagnrer would be prepaied to go on with the
consideration of the Estimates

Mr DUFFIELD said the hon member for Noarlunga
roight be of opinton thit it wis desirable to proceed with the
motion of the hon member tor kast 1ciiens o preference
to the Estimates, but he (Mr Duilield) wasof a diflerent
opuion  Hon members were there to conduct the business
ot the country and he thought they should go on with the
Estimates:  1hey had met tor three weeks,” and had been
continually mct by postponements It pow appeared there
was a chance of a battle, two parties profestirg to be
quite ready to fight, bat neither being wilhing to buckle on
the armor” He trusted the House would pioceed at once with
the busness, and should certainly suppoit the proposition
tht the lieasuier proceed with the Estimates

Mr REYNOLDS would support the amendment m a
modified form, because he fonnd 1 the Governoi’s address
1cference made to an important force —the Pohec Force—and
the House was mvited to take actionn the matter lhe
House was called upon to consider the expediency of such
legislation 1s would enable the Mumcipalities to raise a rate
for & local police He hoped the Goveinment, before going
on with the Estimnates would lay the Bill reating to that
matter upon the table of the House in order that hon.
members might knew whether they could support the Bill or
not He should suppoit the adjour 1ment on that ground.

The SPEAKER ssid that really no motion had yet been
brought forwaid 1n a proper form.

Mr PEAKE should support the proposition for going
on with the Estimates lhe Governinent must have
a defimte pohey, and 1t appuamed to Jum mere chilas
play to place a potice upon the paper, and then to postpone
1t, rerely beciusc there was another notice upon the paper
mvolving some tinancial considerations.  ‘Lhe Government
he apprehended, must have a policy, and he-hoped they would
stand to1t

Mr GLYDE sapported the proposition for proceeding
witb the Fstimates It did appear to him an extraordinary
course thatthe [rensurer, because there was a hostile motion
on the paper, should come forward and offer to postpone the
Estimates 1f the House preferred gomng on with the hosule
motion. e was anxions to heawr the finaicial statement,
and after thit he had no objection to the House adjourmng,
but he could not see any reason that the motiou of the
hon member for kast Torrens should be first enteirtained

Mr SOLOMON would support the }roposition at once
to proceed with the Istimatcs It would, perhaps, have
been advisable that the motion of the hon, member for
East lorrens shoutd not have apjeared on tlie paper that
day, as 1t involved a large amount of revenue, and would
mbeifcre with the Lstimates before the House For that
reason he thought they should at once go into Com-
mittee upon the kstimates, to give the Lreasurer am oppor-
tummty ot stating what were really his Ways and Means
for the ensuing half-yew He did not think 1t would be
nght to postpone the Estimates, sn order to afford
the hon member for Rast ‘lorrens an “opportunity
of bringing forward his resolutivn, which involved
such» a very lirge amount of public money, and which
was one which must involve a very large amount of con-
siderition

Mr 10WNSEND suggested that the Hon the Treasurer
should intinate to the House whether, after he had made the
financial statement, he would be prepared to postpone the
consideration ot the Estimates If the hon genticnan was
prepared to postpone the consideration of them for & week,
he should have no objection to go 1nto Committee

The TRLASURER 103e¢ for the purpgse of say nga few
words, but was informed by the Speaker that he was not
entitled to reply

The IREASURER, as a powmt of order, asked whether
the Goveinment were to be assailed by hon  members, and
were not to have the privilege of reply  If he had not the
prvilege of replying, at least he could explain.

The SPLAKLR said the hon gentleman would be per-
fectly in order in expiuning

The I RLASURE K would explain to the House the course
whlich he intended to take when the motion for going into
Committee upon the lishimates wis put  If it were affiumed,
he should then make his financi statement, and having
made 1t, the Government had no mtention of proceeding with
the consideration of the Estumates that day, but would leave
the hnancial statement m the hands of hon members to
debate, 1f they thought proper  1he Estimates would not
be brought forward til that day week He merely proposed
to depart from the order of business, as i1t appcared upon the
paper, in favor ot the motion of the hon member for East
loitens, in order tu carry out that constitutional principle,
which admitted of a rediess ot grievances before suppiies
were granted

‘ihe SPEAKER remarked that the motion of the
Trcasurer thit the Youse go into Committee upon the Est:-
mates was alwavs regarded as a formal motion, and the
hon gentieman did not address the House, either in bring ng
1t forward or in reply

The motton that the House go wmto Committee was then
put and carried
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MESSAGF FROM HIS EXCELLENCY
The SYEAKER announuced the receipt of Messize No 1,
fiom His Excellency the Governor, in reply to Addiess No
22 of the Assembly, telativeto the mode in which the opeia-
tions of the Harbor Trust should be cariied out

THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT

The TREASURER, m rising to addtess the House on the
subjcet of the Lstimates would state thit, scetng a4 notice
on the notice paper, to which allusion had been made, he hid
preparcd himselt to do battic with the bon memober
for Eist loirens (Mr  Barnow), espceting that hon
member, futhfel to  the constitmtioual  prgcedent,
would have pressed for a redress ot grevances before voting
supphcs  Seung however, from some reacon ot other, that
the hon membes Cesiied 0 postpone s motion, piobably
consequence of the non attancance of 2¢ver i members who
felt a decp interest m the question, he would now praceed
with the corsideration of the Estimates He must begin
with the past ycar  The Minist.y were 1cconntable to the
House ful what liad been dune, and were prepared to make
up then accounts 181t were with the House, bv 1elerring to
the 1ecapts and expenditure  That he <hould do before
beginming with the ncw Estimates, aud would then addiess
afiw words to the House on the subject of the current
E<timates, and expected revenue As  there might
be some confusion .n dites, he wishcd to impress
upon the House that there would be threc periods embraced
1 his remarks  The fust, to the ead of December last, re-
Jated entnrely to the past, the second emlbiaced the fust 81%
months ot the present year to 3oth June next , wnd the next
genod related to twelve months from the 1st July next, that

emg the pasod for which the Government weie gomng to
ask supplies from the House He would say a few words
on a subject not aitogether bairen, and one which was looked
upon with some hind of mmportance, he allnded to the im-~
ports and exports for Ist year He would say veiy few
Wwords upon that subject, because the period had passed, and,
bad as the prospects were during that peiriod, he would
not dwell upon them, seeing therc wae better prospects
. store for them But he must refer to the
subject, becanse very amportant c(onclusions were
diawn from the exports ‘1he exports had ‘allen oft
largely during last year, and n an aiticle of staple
produce materially lim ting the incoine of the people of South
Austraba  Iherc was a Jarge deticiency in wheat and cereal
produce and thit alone was suflicient, without other canses,
to account for the want of employment which had been felt
for some months past  Without looking to personahtics, or
this cause or that cause, there was one great fact —thut we
had Jost 1m 1858, 1s compared with 1857, 355,619/, that 18 to
8ay, the expolts of 1858 wcie less than they were in 1857 by
355,619/  When the whole colony had less to spend by
355,619/ he would ash 1f that wag not sufficient to account for
the depression which had been felt® Al classes whose
mcomes depended upon production had suffeied i the
means of expenditure  1he value of impoits to the colony
dunng 1858 was 1,599,621, and of theexports, the produce ot
the colony, 1,354,148/ Ilhus the excess ot imports over
exports 1n 1858 was 225,448/ This comparison did not bear
1unmedintely upon theiemarks which he had made, becuse
he had introduced the element of imports, showing that our
impoits bid been much larger than our exporte  lhe rtaple
produce exported m 1357 was valued at 1 709 8027, whilst the
vilue of that exported 1n 1858 was estumated 1t 1 354,182/,
showing a loss ot falling off in the valueof the expoits of last
year of 355,619 That loss fell to 1 considerable ¢\tent
upon the agiwultural interest, for he found that
the estimated faling off i the export of wheat
and cereal produce was 197,634/ The farmers saflered
to that extent, and the nuning iterest soflered to the
extent of 856477 In wool thuae was a falling off
to the extent of 83,6077, and upon the remaing products of
the colony suma tnaking up the acgregate mmount which he
had stated of 305,619 He should not tale up the time of the
House by drawing fwither condlusions fromn the stitement
which he had made, but merely wishcd to draw the attention
of the House to the fact of that statement relating to the
318t December Jast  He nmught, however, also explam thit
thig loss m moncy value had been accompamed by

a Joss m the quantity produced, because he found
that the quantity of wneat exported 1 1857,
changmg  flour nto  1ts  equvalcnt  an wheat,
was 1,677,232 bushels, and in 1853 only 1,364 706

bushels leaving a loss in the quantity exported last year of
312,526 bushels This dehciency was evidently attributable
to a deficiency 1n the harvest ot 1857 as compared with the
Larvest of 1856  He thought that was the 1mesistible con-
clusion to be drawn from the facts he had stated  Fhe
loss to the colony i ats expoits was not attributable entitely
to a diffcxence m price, bat to 2 fulure 1n the hatsest  lThat
dehciency would of course be felt thiough all the vaiious
ramaficions of trede, and be need dwcll on 1t no longer
He shoald proceed to shew the iresults gradually acciumg
to the revenue from that stete of things duiing
1858  Me would confine hinself to stitements for that year,
and would refer the Housefor the figures he should givefo the
comparative statement laid belore the House of the estimated
and actual revenue ard expenditure for Jast year  Froon the
gecounts which had been laid before the House under the
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signatwe of the Auditor-General it would be scen that the
total Wavs and Means were 469 637/ , that was the actual
revenue whilst the estimated revenue for theyear was only
414,2000 The actual 1evenue exceeded the estimated amount,.
allowing for some decrcases 1n gpecal branclies of revenue,
by 55,4370 That was shewn by a statement pubhshed by the
Auditor-Gener i, which exlubited the state ot the byoks and
public accounts but 1t required some modiication when they
came to apply 1t to practice, as 1t embraced some
receipts which were not strictly revenue, which the Govern-
mwent could mot expect to 1eihze agamn, and which
they were not picpared to realize last year  From
tiug should be deductud, under the Misccllaneous—penal-
ties on ships, 6364 , profit on bonds, 6,300/ , profits on
Exchequer Buls, 15,506 , 1epayments 'u lungland, 10/ 10s ,
and repayments to the naghbouring colonmics of Murray
customs, 4 0650 ,—making a total deduction of 27,130 , and
deducting this fiom the Aunditor s total of 469,637, theie
would remun a total of revenue of 442,506/ T1he excesses
of 1ccupts over cstimated revenuc for last year were 28
follows — Lhe estimated recerpts from land sales weie
180,000/ , but they had realized 205065/, and there was
theicforc i evecss of 25,065/ In the Customs there was a
falling off although there wag an appirent mnciease, ihas-
much 19 after deducting the 4,050 repayments on account of
the Murriy customs the cuscoms had only netted 151,218/ ,
whete.s the estimate was 154,000  showing a loss of
2,781 khe harbor dues also showed a decrease, as
they were estumafed at 2200/, and the receipts only
amounted  to  1,828l, ndwrating a fallng  off
of 377¢  Rents showed an increase of 1,236/ Licences
shewed anncrease of 725/, and on the 1tem of postage,
there was the large gain ot 2,683/, the estimate bemg but
10,0002 , and the receipts 12 688.  Lheie wasg a falling off in
fines and fees of 2,021/  and 1n salcs ot Government piopcrty
a deficiuncy of 9317 Rambursements in aid, showed a de-
crease of 996, and on the other hand, the miscellan:ous
1eceipts suoved an increase of 9454, but deducting from ths
the penaltics on shups, these was a deficiency of 278¢ Under
the hoad ot special recapts thore was an item of 54210 1 aid
of immigration part of wineh was contmbuted 1n Iungland,
and for which no estimate was made Lhe piofits on the
tailways fta paying all expenses, wese estimated 1t 2,000 ,
but they hadcalised 2 3914, and there wrsalso a polit ot
1,788! on the Poit Klliot nd Goolwa tramway, shewing a
total gun of 21300 On tclegraphs, 18 1w the picvious
quutel, a loss of 1,1810 had becn sustained  He had now in-
dicated all the atens n wineh the revenue showed
an increase fupon the kstimates, and also those i which
there was a falling off, and balancing the mcrease against the
deciease there appoared a net gan of 27,130/ Of this
unount the House woull remembur that he had cstimated
thig sarplus 1t 25,0004, of which 15,000f was carried forward
into the Instimates for 1859, so that instead of a remamning
surplus ot 10 000/, which he (the Treasurer) had anticipated,
the amount had proved to be some 12,130  He now came to
the cuirent year, 18539, and as he had already alluded to the
imports and expoiis of the preceding year, he would observe
that, taking the four quarters endang on the 31st March, the
vlue of imports consumed was 1,501,507, and of expoits,
the pioducc of the colony, 1526,669/, showing a balance
m favour of exports te the extent of 25,1620 What hewould
specially draw attention to was, that the exports had been
me1 easi 1g during the lagt quarter, and that their xalue was
likely to exceed that ot the exports during the corresponding
quuter of lnst year, and that the escuss of exports over
mpoits during the Jast six months made wp fou loss duriag
the first six months of the year, 80 as, in fact, to Jeave
& balince on the whole year tn favor of the colony lius
latge additional exportatio ), upon which the colony had to
congiatulite itslt, arose from the very Juge shipments of
wheat, and which very greatly exceeded those during the
previous quartas It was still too early 1n the season to bo
able to form a conclusion o1 anticipation as to what might
have been the value of the harvest of last year, or to telt
whether these large exports of wheat would be maintained,
as that must depend upon what was the yield of the haivest,
but these laige € xportations ca tainly did not appedr to arise
fiom any excessive prices prevaiing  He would now make
a few rcmarks on the revenue of the current year, or rather
of the current six months. The House would recollect being
mforined i the opening address of His Excellenuy the Go-
vernor, that the Government expected the receipts to exceed
the Estimtes, and, sa this antieip ttion, they appeated to be
justified He would now refer to the receipts tor the first
four months of the present year Lhe land sales for the first
quarter produced 53,000/, snd for the mouth of Apni,
19,3102, making a total of 528104  lhus would give about
2 899/ per week, so thit the Government estimated, at the
Jowest calealation, upon recaving 23,190/ duning the re-
maindee of the year  Lhig would make a total o 96,0 04, tho
eshimate being but 90,0004, so that theic would bea gan of
6 010/ In respect to the Customs the preture vwas not 3o tlat«
tcrmg  Lhe receipts for the it quartes amounted t0 37,1264,
and the double of tlus wounld be somcwhere about 74,000( ,
which would show a loss upon the year But the receipts
durmg April md up to the present time did not justily a
bdief that thetecapts would double those ot the first quarter,
and he (the lieasurer) had therefore assumed that they
would not exceed 22,602, during the months of May and
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June, mahing, with the veceipts of the previous four months,
a total for the year of 71,366/, which would involve 1 t0sg
a9 compared with the estimte of 5,634, He had prefesred
assuming that tms loss might amount to 7,000 TFun
hirbor dues, the receipts up to the end of Apul
were 771/ and he estimated them at 1°90 for the
neat two months, which would exactly cover the original
estimate of 900/ Oun rents there would probably be a
losa of 469/ lhey were estimated at 13000{, and up fo
the present time they had realized only 29817 , but thelarge
amounts wete chiefly pud i June so” that he had no doubt
that 9,550! would be received during the last halt of the
half year making a total of 12531¢, 1gunst an estimate of
13 0004, and a consequent deficiency ot 49l From hicences
there had already been recerved 12006/, but as the 1ccerpts
for the iemamada of the year would be but moderate Maich
and April being the most unproductive perrods, he had only
assumed that he would receive 976/, showing a loss of
4320 1he asseaement on stock he had origzinally estrmated
at 10 6000 , but that estimate was m. de betore the Bl had
passed, or before the system under which the assessment
was established was decided on , and the Government not
being able to judge of the probable imount to be realised he
had put down the very low figureof 10 000 He belteved that
when the assessment was collected from the viluation now
being made and on which it would amount to 30 000! he
was safe 1n assummg a 1cturn of 15 000/ on the first half
year, which would leave a gain of 5000/ The postage
showed A very remarkable in-reace, tnaemuch as 1t liud
produced 4418/, being 914 more than the Estimate In
fioes and fees 1 larger sum had been received than in
any corresponding four month:  He had expected to
receive 9 368/, but henow calculatedupon a gain of 1 368/ On
gales of Government property, he anticioited a deficieney of
266/, on remmbursements m aid a4 gan of 3¥6! and om
<miscellaneous, a gamn of 6107 On mterest and exchange,
a Joss of 320, on spenal receipts, a loss of 388/ Raul-
wiys and tiamways he had cstimated at 40 0L but as
70470 bhad alierndy bren received, he might safely look
forward to 1 gam there On the teleziaphs there was a
falhing off of 1,197 Thus the total guns would be about
18,0001, and the losses ahout 9,000, so that the revenue
would certainly excced the expenditure and probably
by as larze a sum as 8000/ He would also re-
marh 1n rdference to the tambwi sements in awd that though
the amount actually recaved was 5 701/, he only took credit
for 463, as he did not regard the interest on the bonds as
revenue He had now pissed over two of the penods which
he had alluded to namely, the last year, and the perwd as
yet included 1n the current Bstimatcs  He should nat go
more 1nto detatl, as e considered the statement 1n reference to
the revenue as the most important, but would proceed at
once to the new KFstimates  He had used every exertion
duning the recess to procure nformation with the view of
forwarding the Estimates, and he was gratified that he had
been enabled to lay them upon the table at a period anteriol
to that named by the House But although it wis an advan-
tage to hon members and perhaps to the country, to 1scer-
tain at an carly period the ways and means and the futore
plans of the Government, 1t was a disadvantage te the
Government to be obhiged to prepare then Estimates so
ealy in the session  In'the flest place wath regard to the
revenue, the Government might base their cilculation upon
an actually existing statc o%
very much in six weehs ur two monthe and to meet the
change in which an alteration in the Estimates would be
necessary The Esfimates might be calculated too high at a
tune when the whole colony was falling, or on the other
band the eapectations of thewe framers might not come at
allup to theteahty lhe Iustimates might be very much in
excess or very much too low, and in his opimon they <hould
alw.ys be ag near the mark 23 possible, for he thought it
would be nearly as great an error to be too low as to he too
high In the present Estimates there was a bnlance of
35 000! to be brought forward and after caiefully looking at
the balance on the last day of the last year, and considering
the habilities which the Government would have toincum
duting the current ycar, some of which were not provided
for 1n the present Estimates, as, for mstance,
the 10000/ handed over to the Central Road
Board to provide work for the unemployed—inaking
allowance for this sum, and for the repryments to be made
to the Goveynment of New South Wales, and for repayments
wiich might have to be made under the new pestal contract
with the mother country and taking all the circumstances
mto consideration le thought it would not be sife to estimate
the bilance above33 000/ andin this estimate he allowed
for some saving which might be effected in the cuirent
estimates  lheTeceipts fiom the sale of Ciown Lands he
estimated at 160,000/, which nou'd be . considerable falling
off from the resenuc derived last yoar from the sune source,
amnounting to 205000/ He took tlns low figuie because he
found onc of the most difficult thaings possible to estimate
the land revenue  He had asyet found no test to apply to
the consuming power ot the people 1n1cference to the lands,
a8 (he Jand system of the colony was not suffictently long
existenceto allow of such a test being made use of ~ He had
theretore looked carefully over thereceipts of the last few
years, and found them dinumshing evar since 1854 1n a
1apld ratio notwithstanding the 1ucrease of the population

things, which might change.

.
i that intersal  Wiath regard to the Customs he hed set
them down at 150,000¢, and in prepiring his statement on
this point he ha i taken grcat pamnsg to satisty himself as to
the probable grounds upon which the receipts should be cal-
culited He had take 1 the recapts for the years ending on
the 30th June 1853 the 313t December 18353, and the 3tst
March 1859, and he hid adopted as near as could be, the
men of these various petrods  He would state the rtems
fiom which he expected to reahise this amount Fiom
apparel and slops he cxpected 2,600 IThesearticles had pio-
duced luger sttins 1n previous yeus, but for the year ending
315t March, 1833, they only yie'ded 2108/  Still as a season
of depiession had now only just pis<ed over such as could
hardly be expected tolast until the 313t July, 1860, he did
not consider Ins estimate too high  Irom cornbags he 1nti-

cipated  3000{, fiom beer 7,5000, boots and shoes
4800/, candles 600/ coffee 1,150, cutlery and hard-
wite 3,500 ciapery 17 50°0, drugs 900/, eaithen-

ware 7007, dned fruuts 1,200, furmiture 500, groceries 1,700 7
hops 1 400, 1ron 2,000/, wmplements 700/, jJewellery 400/,
lexther 700 machunery 5007, malt 500!, musical instruments
2000 o8 7004, papet 130{, Solp 250/, spirits 56,0004, sta-

tionery 500/ sugar 8000/ tea 5 200, tobacco 12,0000 wine
3,000/, timber 2400} other ad valorem goods 9,530, would

mike up « total of 150,000/ ‘The harbor dues he estimated

lower tham last yeai, making them 1800/ 1nstead of
1,229/ He allowed a tnifling incrcase in rents from 22,3360
to 23300  Ihe assessment on stock he took at 23 0060/ the

licences at 13,700/  postage at 13 000/, fines fees, and for-
feitures 15 0001, sale of Government property 10005 1eim-
bmsements 1 axd 4,000l, msceilancous receipts 2 000/,
mtaest, exchinge, &e., 1,0000  He wounld explam the gieat
difference between thisitem 1u last year 8 and the curient
year's estimates by ovserving that in the former 1t
included the nterest upon the bends im England and
elsewhere, and he did not allow thus interest to appear
among~t the vevenue of the present year Ihe
qpecrﬁ recupts he put down at 4,000/ as that was the
amount expected to be derived fiom pusons desuous of
comiag ont to the colony  He put down the 1ailways 1t
8 6004, 18 it wAas mpossible to foresec what additional causes
of expense may wisen connection with them and he pre-
ferred on that 1ccount taking a low estimite  As to the
telczraphs, he put them down at 7 000/, being wholly gumled
1n doing <o by the mformation gisen him by the Superinten-
dent By these means he arnved at a total tevenue of
463 9007 for the year He had already altluded to the Post-
age and the Resl Propeity Act, and he would say a woid
or two further respecting them  First, with respect
to the Real Propetty Act, as a matter n which the
House took a deep ntercst, especially as therce was a sum on
the Listymates for an alleration in the depirtment, which
would have to he discngsed during the session  Ihe fees re-
cerved under this Act from the tst Tuly to the 31st Decem-

ber 1858, amountcd to 221/ 133, 1n January, 1859,
they weie 1100 1953 and 1 Foorumy they fell
to 810 133, n  March they wore €37 133 od

and m Apnl they rose to 2217 28, exactly equalling the
amonnt for aix months, ending 1n December, 1858 He be-
heved the falhiag off 1 the receipts 1 Febiuary anl March
was partly attributible to some dcly ciused by an alteration
in the form of the registration Deducting the amount re-
cerved 1n 1858, the receipts would amount to 4970 33 od for
the four months of the current year, and multiplying this by
three gave the receipts tor a yeu at 1491 163 6d  Bptif
the House took the largeecetpts of April as anndex, then
they would have an rtunualseceipt of 26520 [here was also
the Assurance Fund connected with tlus department, wiuch
had realized 312! 8s ad , and the largest recupts in thig
office were 1 the month of March, a circumstance which
scemed to correspoud with the large receipts i the other por-
tion of the establishmeut in April  1hese funds the Govern-
ment would not appropriate to purposes ot public expen-
diture, but would 1nvest an 1 profitable manner an
Government securities  With regard to the Postal Service
iespecting which the Housce had scen and heard so much he
haqd carefully noted trom the accounts and itatements of the
Home Governmeut the cost of ths service He found
that the contract pachets were employed in the despatch
muls fiom England smce 185 and took the mals home
during the whole of the same peniod excepting for four
months, namdly from Fuly to October 1x57, dunmg which

tie the colony bhad to make speunl arrangements
The cost of the sea service, not 1ncluding the depart-
ment n Adelirie was 1 1857 5,690 155 3d , n 1858

5970/ 58 61 , wnd th 18,9 1192/ 164 8d Jhe total cost
of the seipostage was therefore 12,8547, and the recupts to
the credit of  South  Austraha during the same time,
were 40610 lhe total cost of the main service per-
forined by the mail stewmeis was 122t0/ The brauch
service cost 191/, and there was 1 turther sum of 419/
tor the gervices of vesscls which took the muls indepen-
dently of the contract He would not trouble the House
further with items of the jecapts, but would proceed
to the expendituie Estabhshiments were set down at
185,904/, being shghtly  below the rate authomsed
at present  The decrease arose 18 follows —In the Legisla-
ture there was an increase of 4ivl, and a deciense of 100 ,
in the Audit Oftice an tncrease of 60¢, and a decrease of 407
n the police, an mcrease of 269/ 148 6d, and a decrease of
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5,865l 63 6d ,1in gnols, an increase of 112/ 38 64, and a de-
crease of 540/ , 1n convicts an inercasc of 6250, and a deciease
of 732! , inthe Post Office, an 1crease of 426 108 , m eduea-
tion, an inerease of 5500 7s od  In the Mcdical Dep utment,
an meteasc of 6047 99, and a deerease of 1,188/ 03 od  For
the destitute poor, an increase ot 1019/ 93 1n the armouty,
anmeiease of 2477 , 1n the Prinung Office, W macise of
3u0l , n the Mahtary estiinate, a decrease of 106/ 108 , inthe
Magistrates and Loc il Courts, an muc1se of 220/ 178 64 in
the [usowvency Court an 1ncrcase of 30(, im the dc-
pattment of the Registrav-General of Deeds” Othee
an increase of 660/, and 1 ‘dectcase of 1661/ 18, 1n
the otfice of the Lreasurer an increase of 1200 , 1 theCustoms
an mcerease ot 410/ 145, and a deciease of 460/ , in the Survey
and Grown Lands Office an incicase of 3500 , wnd a deorease
of 10/ 1 the Public VWaorks Office , a deutcase of 1250 1n that
of the Coloml Arclntect, an increase of 540/ 78 6d on the
Port silhot ind Goolwa Iramway , an merease of 141 19s,
and 1 decreasc of 3500 , 1n the Observatory and lelegraphs
an mciease of 1,171¢ 33 and a decrease of 460/ 71he result
showed a total dcciease of cxpenditure of 3,811 Intwo
luztances there were increases of salaries, and m one there
Was A vital change—the Police force 1lhe decrease upon
that apaitment was to be effceted by throwing upon the aty
the cost ot such portion of the force as 13 riquired tor the
protection ot the hves and propcities of the citizens aloue,
but a cutym number of foot pohice would be retamed to
guard agamst the criounals who natuially took 1efuge in
the metropolis  One of the incresses in the magisteril
expenditre was atended for the remuneiation of the
Citv Police Magistrate, and to compensate thit gentleman
tor the additional dutics imposed upon him by the abolition
of the Mayors Comt Another inciease was inteaded to
place the Sceretuy of a dupartment on the same {ooting as
the Secietaries ot the other departinents He (the [reasuicr)
now called attention to some promnent teatuses of the expen-
diture the fiust being, that the amount set aput tor public
works wns corsider ibly largar than in the existing Esti-
Anutes  For immigiation tn amount of 20,000{ was sct
down, as compaied with a vote of 1ast yew at the rate of
40,000( lhe saluy of the tlurd Judge also appeared tor the
first time on thcse Estimites  With respect to the nteiest
upou the bonds, he would lay on the table a retwin which
would afford the House detuled informmation as to the posi-
tion ot the country up to the year 1894 at wluch period the
last of these bonds would be pad off They constituted
a vay heavy chaige upon the colony, whose suiplus
mcome was entuely appropriated to two ohjects—one the
payment of the interest and smking fund on the loan and
the other the construction of public works and mun 10ads

It followed that as the loan fund mcicascd the ot er dymi-

nished, and be thought 1t very probable that the Govein-
ment woull propose some project to lcssen the pressure
caused by this means  Ife behieved that the whole system
was susceptible of umprovement and that it was possible to
lessen the annual amount pari for the sums which the
colony might in futuie borrow  ‘Lhis might be effccted by a
smaller annual appropniation to meet lone, to be brought
about by extending the period for 1epayment of the bonds
and otlier means, which would be 1ndicatcd i 1 scheme
which wuuld be aid betose the Honse probanly whenany new
loan might be proposed  Lhe Government id not propose
to include 1n the fixed appropration in these Lstimates
sums for loans which might become netessary to carry out
woths which the House might vote as, foi nstance the
Strathalbyn and Goolwn, tramway, as tlus worh  could be
sufficiently provided for out of the 20,000/ appiopriated
amongst the items for public woins  He now moved that
the ouse go into Comanttee on that day wec k for the con-
sidaration of the kstimates, in order to give hon members
Drescnt an opportanity of discussing the principles which he
hid enunuated without pledging themselves to any parti-
culu 1tem of the Lstimatea

Lhe SPLALILR suggested that the best ~ourse for the
llOl: member would be, to move the fiist itern of the Iusti-
mates ; *

The TREASURER accordimgly moved the 1item, Private
Sceretary to ioveinor 1n-Chuef, 400/

M GLYIDE felt much regiet and disapporntment that
the hon the lreasurer did not say what led him not to
carry out the report wiich he had signed last session,
as Chunnan of a Select Committee on Distillation, which
sat Jast gession—(heat, heat)—a report which recommended
the removal of all 1estrictions upon distillation—(hear,
hear)—and a coriesponding revision of the tanft  He re-
gretted that the hon member did not aither imduw his
colleagues to comncide with him  or fail ng that leave
the cabimet  He could understand the hon member
differmg with s colleagues on tunor matters but
when they diffcred upon a vital question he (Mr Glyde)
could not undergtand what princaiple actuated him in ret un-
mg s office  (Rear, hewt ) He (Mr Glyde) conld not tollow
the hon member’s hgures until he saw them m print, but
he obse ved that the hon mentber was very cautious m his
tone  Hu (Mr Glyce) believed that instead of having an
mcome of 128,000/ for the nrst quuter of the year, as by
dextesous urangement was made to appear that sum would
be found fo repretent at least 20,0 0/ more than was really
eanrned  He had no doult the hon the Comnussissioner
of Crown Lands lnew thu the fist item of 530000 for

Crown lunds sales was over statel by at lenst 9,000f,
wlnch would have to be returned to purchasers for improsve-
ments on their runs . He found only 1,500/ set down
for this purpose In the list Lsumites, but at least
9000/ would be required, and how in these urcumstances the
hon the !reasurer was to balance his accounts with the
Auditor-Generad, he (Mr Glyde) did not know With
rcspect to the Cuastoms the hon member  was very
cantious, but he scemed to agree (n what he (Mr Glyde)
qud s1x months ago, that the Customs would not exceced
70,0000 Agn the nusecllancous recupis for the first quarter
amounted to 1,480/, and the lieasurer had only estimated
them at 900/ for the whole six months Ihen thue wasthe
tercst, that mysterious item which showed that the figures
were well aringe!  The lteasnier stood up 1n December
last and swid he ouly expected 506/, but now he had 5,00 {
by a dexterous mampulition which secmed m some wiy
connected with that 8,000/ of rcpayment which the House
would have to vote, 1n order to rectily a mistike As to the
raillways he (M1 Glyde) did not belive there was on~
penny of the 6,000 earned during the fhist quarter of
1859, but that 1t represented all thc money made n
1858 Last year the Mimstry were lonest enough to
pot an asterisk before the sum and say that 1t 1cpresented
the prohits of 1857, bnt they had not done o now In fict
the licasurer had spent 30 0606/ more than he eainedd, and
the balance was all shpping away, as hon members
sud last sesston 1t would, and as the bgures showed 1t was
now doing  The balwnce was only 139000 1n Macch, and
1t would be only 100,000/ at the enl of th's quaiter He
trusted that members would prevent this balance from shp-
ping away iheTicisurer of South Australia should always
have 100,0000 10 hand  (Oh oh) He (Mr Glyde) did not
mean that the money should be locked upin the Treasury,
for two-thudsg of 1t nught be employed 1n earning 0r saving
6 per cent What did the licasurer want with 50,000( lyingn
London At 25 01 3 pey cent ® Lhe Agent General had 30 00 {
and the I'mmigiition Commissioners hed 20,000, so that
we wete i the absuid position of borrowng foneyat 6 per
cent  to invest 1t at 2} o1 3 per cent  Lhe Treasurer had
spent 3474 (though the amount mght scem trifing)
interest and exchange for rcmutting money to London
There must be some bad management n this, as he might
have sent hrs bonds to London, mstead of cash, or sold his
Ireasury diafts to the pubhe at o profit, instead of paymng
a diecount 1l was a4 matter which reqguued that
further nfoimation should be gien He (Mi Glyde)
doubted whetha the 13sessment on stock would produce
15,0000 o1 5,000/ duumg the current quarter, as there
was no pemdty until the 1st August for non-payments,
and persons hible to the assessment would withhold their
payments untii that date  Ihe Auditor and the [rea-
guter were not of one mnd, for the Ireasurer set down
the actual jcvenue for the year 1858 at 465,000/, and
the Auditor at 451,000/, from which there was some
4,000] to be deducted, sc thit there was a differcnce
between the two stilements of 18,0000  He would like
to see the House make a rule that all revenue demved
from Ciown Lands or Ralways should be devoted to
public works and that not one penny of 1t should
be spent 1n salaries or curient expenges llie current
expenses ot the half year would be 2¢4,000(, and the
lcgitinate  earmings only 214 000, 80 that the House
was asked to spend 30,000/ more than the country
earned, and he (Mr Glyde) contended that the House
hidno mght to dip mto the Ciown Lands, whih
wele the security for the moncy which the country borrqwved
It hon membets studied the figutes they would understand
the arrangement between the licasurer and the Commis-
stoner of Crown Lands, by which they hiltd a squatter
every fortmught (A augh’) kve y other week 2 sqatter s
land was put up for sale, but on the altcrnate wechs the
usual result was o puagiaph in the newspaper that the
attend wice was very small, anl that seveial of the lots
were passed by  Iins accoun*ed for the mystcrious s'ate-
ment of the Commussioner of Crown Landg last Novauber,
that he hnew where to find 50,0000 when the Gosernment
equued it He moved, as an amendment, thit the Cbairioan
leave the chast, and ash jeave to a1t again on that day week

The IREASURLR said, 1n reference to the Distillation
question that a3 Chairman of the Commuttee he was bound
to wign the report, whether 1t was aganst s conscence ot
not (Oh' oh') 1lls was a rule of the Honse, and
neither he not any other Chanman of a Committee was res-
ponaible for the ieport which he signed  But let the hon
moember o1 2ny other hon member, show that he (the lrea-
smar) had evel sad anything indicating that he was n favor
of free cistiilition He could explain his views upon the
subject when the hon member for Juast loriens brought on
hig motion, 1f that hon member ever shou'd bung Ins niotion
on lhe hen member (Mr Glyde) said that the bgures n
the quarterly statcment were dexterously arranged, but the
arrangercnt was one scttled and sanctioned by the Audit
Office for years pist  1he order of the fizures was the same
that 1t alivays had been, and the Auditor had to certity to
the correctness of the accounts, which he prepaucd as a check
upon the Tieasurer, and got with a view of enabling the
Lreasurer to mystifv the public

Mr GLYDU1ose to order  JHehadnot chaiged the hon
member with mystifying the public
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The APTORYEY-GENLRAL said the hon member (Mr
Glyde) ha) said that the lreasurer had very dexterously
wranged the figures, s as to mike them ppear different
tfrom what they really weie

the LREASURER said that the hon member used the
word “mystety’” very often, wnd if ithat (id not mean to
mystify, he (the Dieasurer) dud not know what 1t meant (A
twugh ) The pubbshed accounts would show the House that
the Governmant had rccaived amongst other sums, 53,0001
for 1ind sales, butthe hon member said thus was not the
case ‘The Goveinment had had the money and the fact
rested not on s (the Treisurar s) word, but on that of the
Au hitor-General 1he hon member s ud it w s not revenue
but he might say that of the Customs, or any tlung dlse, and
the Governwent could not pay it away to any onc with the
sanction of the House 4,000 was the laigest amount pud
{n any one year, for four years past, as compensition fot
improvements upon runs, but the hon member sud that
some very laige sum would have to be pud

Mr GLYDE had said that he believed 9,000/ would have
to be paid, and he challenged contradiction

ihe 1IREASURLER had had no informntion on the suhject
Perhaps the hon member had gone to the Surveyor-General,
or meant to putn a clum himself In any casc 1t wais
incorrect to stite that the Government had not received
the amount He (the Treasurer) did not say that the
Goveinment would gct as much i the next quariter as
1o the pist six months, but that they would get it mn the
next s$1X mouths  With respect to the land revenue
stead of snymng that it would be doubled 1n the next six
months, which would mahke 1t 106 000{, he had taken
10,000f off that amount, so that if the hon member
wanted the 9,000 which he spole of, thete 1t was The
hon member (Mr (dyde) did not behieve that the money

ut to the cedit of the rallway was earned, but
ﬁe (the Tieasurer) took no account o1 what was earned ,
he only looked to what he was to receive  lhe hon mem-
ber also said that the balance was supping away butit the
House voted the money 1t must go ‘Lhat was ail he could
say (Laughter ) The hon member asked why the Govuin-
ment held 30,000/ 1 exchequer bills in England, but the
Government had to pay 67,,00{ a-year there, and must
always have the money 1emutted m time o1 send bouds fo
sale  I’he bonds could notbe sold it a mowmeat’s notice and
the 1ffairs weire at present managed by a gentleman who fed
the matket only with sufficient amounts to meet for thconung
Inbihties Neither did this gentleman keep the money idle,
for he invested 1t 1 excheguer Mils, for which he received
34 per cent As to the Gosernment lending money at 6 per
cent , he did not know what the hon member meant by 1t ,
but he (the lreasurer) would be soriy to advise the House to

keep luge sums n the lIreaswry At present the
Governmn(nt  funds  weie nvested 1n thewr  own
bouds (Hear, hear, fiom Mr, Giyde ) The hon member

was now applauding the course which he (the Ieasurer) had
taken (A faugh ) Ihe hon member spoke of the Govern-
ment forcing the land sales, and as he had sud the same
before he (the 1 reasurer) aupposed he was fully wmpressed
with the belief that thus was the case  The Government did
nothing of the hnd, and if the hon member looked 2t the
retuins he would find the exact amount pad by squatters
for their Innd, and ilso what the taymers paid, and he would
then sce that the case of the squitters was not so dcsper ite
‘The hon member read a1eturn of the amounts paid for land
by squatters and farmers ducing each of the three years re-
ferred to, and concluded by offuing to withdiaw Ins motion
mn favor of Mr Glyde’s amendment

‘The amendment was then agieed to

BOUNDARIES OF RUNS

The COMMISSIONER O CROWN LANDS obtuned leave
to bring in a Bill to facthtate the defining ot the boundaries
of squatting runs, and the Bill wds accordingly bioughbt m
and 1cad a fist time

FREE DISIILLATION

Mr BARROW was callcd upon to move the following
motion standing tn hiIsname —

“ 1hat in the opmron of this House, considering the im-
portant addition secured to the Revenuc by means of the
assesyment upon stock—considering also that the whole or a
large poition, of the money hitherto sent out of the countiy
for immigiation purposes rmizht be retained in the province
—the present 13 a favorible oppottunity for mtioducung a
measure to remove the existing restrictions upon distitlntion,
and that this session onght not to be allowed to pass without
an attempt to deal wath'this question ™
‘The hon member stated thit at the request of several hon
members, not then present, but who wished to tike part in
thit discussion he intended to move that the motion be
mnade an order of the day for the following Friday  (Hear )
He would do so, not that he wis unprepared to proceed at
once with the question, but because he felt that 2 motion ot
80 much tmportance ought to be disposed of by as full a
Hounse 18 could be got together  (Elear ) ‘The hon the
Jrersuter, m his 1eply to thoiemarks ot the hon member
(Mr Giyde), had intimated a possibdity that e (dMr Barrow)
would “never  bring the motion torwud, but what
giound he had  for such  an  asscrhion, 1t was
vay hard to say  1f he were to be suspected of intending to

T 1 than attendance

abandon his motion because when standing thirt on the
notice paper, he dud not bing it on fiist, much more might
1t e s 1pposed that the Lreagurer waghed to abandon the Lsti-
mates altogether, seung that althoagh they stood ficst on
the papet he had pioposed to postpone them (Hear,
and lhwughter ) He (Mi DBarrow) begged to assure the hon
Lieasurer that the motion would be housht foywaid, and
would, whatevel 1ts fate, be pressed to vcivision On Lhurs-
day there would be no House, and on Fiidyy nin consequence
of the Government B 1l the night previous) there would be
(Oh, oh) It he postponed the motion
until next Luesday 1t would again clash with the Estimates
He thaefore agked permission to moike 1t an Oider of the
Day toi Friday, when, 1f there was a House, he vould be pre-
pued to go on with the motion ,—f not, to bring 1t for-
ward on the first opportunity that presented ttsclf

lhe question was then put, asd the motion of the hon
member made an Order of the day for ¥riday

The House rose at 10 munutes to ¢ o clock

WFONFSDAY, MAY 18

The SPCARFR took the Chair at two munutes after 1
o cloek

SURVEYOR GENERAT, AND CHIEF ENGINEER

The COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS laid upon
the table 2 return moved fui, shewing the emo'u nents inde-
pendent of thew salaites, received py the Surveyor-Geneial
and Chicf Eninecr of Raslyays

Ordered to be printed

MINERAL LTASES

The COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS lad upon
the table 2 return showing the mineral leases issued hom
the date of the Waste Lands Act coming 1nto operation

Oidered to be printed

IMMIGRALION

Mr BARROW asked the Commussioner of Crown Lands
whien the returns otdered by the House, relative to immugra-
tion, would be 1ud upon the table ot the House e wsked
the question o8 he had been informed that the returns weie

ready

I'ne COMMISSTIONER OF CROWN LANDS wad the
returns were being prepared with every possibie dispatch
but they were necessaiily of thit nature that thar piepara-
tion occupied a considerable tune e could assure the hon
niember that not a stagle hour should be lost in lhymng them
upon the table of the House

Mr BARROW had been informed upon the best authority
that the retuing were realy

lhe COMMISSIONLR OF CROWN LANDS stated
upon the very best authortty that the returas were not ready,
at least he had not seen them

Mr BARROW, atter that statement, would remark that
he had r.cerved information fiom the Auditor-General that
the returns were 1eady

THE IMMIGRATION AGENT

Mr REYNOLDS yaut the question m his narae—

* Lhat he will ask the Hon the Commissioner of Crown
Linds and Immigiation (Mr Datton) the following ques-
tions —

“1 lhe date of M1 Blooihouse’s appointment ag Emigra-
tion Agent, when hus duties commenced, and from what date
s salary has been rechoned ?

‘11 [he date of Licutenant Dashwood's appointment,
when he cntered upon hus duties, and when his salary com-
menced ?

‘11 Whether the passage to England of Lieuntenant
Dashwood was pard by the Government, and, 1if g0, the
amount and outof what fund the same had been pad, and
trom what vote authonized -

lhe COMMISSIONER OF CROWN TLANDS stated in
reply to the first question, that the appowtment of Immigia-
tion Agent was offered to Mr Moorhouse, who wazat that
time in”~ Bngland, by a letter dated sth January, 1858, 1n
wluch 1t was stated that the salary would be payable from
the date of the acceptance of the appointment A notifica-
tion, dated 1st Apnl, wis aeceived, applying for silary fiom
that dite  With respect to the second question, [ieutenant
Dashwood was appotnred on 22nd July, 1554, ind his = dary
comaenced fiom that dite, taking the duties from Mr
Moorhouse from 1st Novenber, 1808 With respectto the
third question, 120/ weic allowed to Licutcnint Dashwood
for passige money, which was charged agagst the lm migra-
tion Iund s England

TELT.GRAPH TO SYDNEY

Mr HAWKER moved—

“1hat on Trriday, 20th May, this House will regolve itself
mto @ Committee of the whole, for the purpose ot moving an
address to His kxcetlency the Governoi-in Clief, prayig
that he will cause a sufficient sum to be placed on the ksti-
mates of 1859 to estabhish a drrect line of te!egmphlc commu-
nmeation w1 h Sydney, by way of the Muyray
Hc had been induced to plice the notice upoun the paper m
consequence of s attention having been called to the sub
Jeet a tew weeks since, when in Syduey, by some of the lead-
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ing merchants and gentlemen of that city They had pointed
out to him the great 1nconvemence which they expertenced
m getting telegtaphic  messages, particularly upon the
arnnvil and departure of the mails A great want of courtesy
wag shown by the paities connected with the telegraph, n
fact every possibie impediment was thiown 1n the wav
1he Sydney merchants and othe gentlemen to whom he
had alluded had requested him to bring the matter unde: the
naotice ot the Legislature, and haviag promused to do so, he
had placed this notice upon the paper  Betore bringing the
question before the House he had consalted Mi lodd and
had found that it had also been biought under tus notice by
Mr McGowan of New South Wales  New South Wles he
should mention, was wilhing to take the lion’s share ot the
work, and the distance trom Kooringa, as the crow flies, was
not more than 120 miles or the extrime distance to be under-
tahen by this colony could not be estimated at more than 140
miles Mi Todd estunated the total expense at 9 000! Lhe
advantage which would be deirved from the completion of
the woik referred to in lus motion would be that upon the
arrival and departure of the mails the people of New South
Vvales would have the same advantagos as those of Vie-
toria  He believed that the line would be exeeedingy pro-
fitable, most of the merchants having estabhshied aceredited
agents here for the purpose of forwarding the cirliest
news relating to commeicial matters M Todd had
mformed him  that 1if this project were not cairied
out, a sccond lme to Melbourne would very shortly
be requred, and that the cost would be about
5,000, 80 that for an additional ¢ 000 they might obtun an
mdependent hine altogethe:  An acadent wineh had oc-
cutred only on the previous day showed how desu tble it was
that thare should be a second Line not so hable to acudent as
that wiich at present exasted, and w hich, not being so neirto
the sea, would ndot, be 8o liable to acudent from the weatner
Another stiong fact had been brought unler his notice by
the gentlemen of New South Wales, and that was that 1f
this colony agre2d to the proposition the New South Wales
Government would give this colony every assistance 1 con-
nection with the mail service 1n the steameis caliing at
Kangaroo Island and they would have no objection to the
mails being landed at Glenelg, 1 tact we should have the
whole werght of New South Wales thiown 1nto the secale
with our own  so that there would not be so great a pioba-
iy of the interests of South Austialia being sacuificed as
they always had been or at all cvents attempts had been
made to sacrifice them at howme by the colony of Victoua
Iv lJooking at the question there was another view which
would, he thought cause 1t to berveceived as a destrible under-
taking for whist it was tdmitted that the works which were
undertaken last year did not give employment to unskilled
laborers, who prineipally ruquired employment, this was a
work which would afford employmeat to that clags, the ptin-
cipal poition of the wuik consisting 1n cutting ttmber and
digging holes, which could be doue by the pirtical v class
amongst whom distress existed  Supposing the whole work
10 cost 9,000/ , the cost of the wire woild not he behieved,
cxceed 12000, and, consequently, there would, m round
numbers, be nearly 8,0000 expended amongst the unshilled
1iboreis of the colony  He thought the remairks winch he
had made would show the great advantages hikely toesult
from the cstablishment of this tudependent huc with Syduey,
and 1f the woik were put m hand 1mmediatdy 1t would
give employment to a large portion of thie unshitled labor 1n
the colony

M1 SIRANGWAYS scconded the motion, without pledg-
ing hunself to suppott the Committce  He would suggest to
the mover the eapediency of altering the dite to the 27th
wst He should not offer any further remaiks, as the dis-
cussion would hive to be repeated in Commuttee.

Mr HAWXER acceded to the suggestion, and the motion
as amended was carried

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE

The ACIORNEY-GENERAL moved that the House 1t
its rising adjowin t1ll the following Friday Lhe lion gen-
tleman” remarked that the following day would be the
Queen s birthiday, and that it could be scatcely expected a
House would assumble upon that day

Dr WARK suggested that the House should wdjourn
ull the following Tluaesday, as he believed 1t would be
mpaossihle to get a House on Friday Couuntiy members
would, no doubt, go 1nto the country for the rematnder of the
week, and for all tie business which appeared upon the
paper, he saw no neccssity to meet til the following
Tuesday

Mr DUFFIELD hoped the House would determine upon
mecting on ¥riday  He might be called a conntry mcmber,
but he considered 1t his duty to attend for the purpnse of
assISting 1 carrying on the busiess of the country He did
not hke to see such a disposition to put off the business, for
though the Assembly had met for nearly three weeks, the
business of the session had haidly comtnenced He hoped
the Government would push on business, so that they might
the sooner bring the session to a close, and send hon mem-
bers about then bosiness

Mr SHANNOY supportea the proposition to adjourn tilt
Tuesday [Fliere was y very than House that day, and the
following day being 4 holiday, 1t was not very lihely that
countiy members would 'attend on I'mday It would be

mach better to adjourn till Luesday, 08 he observed that on
Friday a most 1mportant question relating to distil
Iation woull be brought forward by the honourable
meniber for st Forrens Mr Barrow, ind 1t was advisable
there shouli be as full a House as possible when that ques
tion was brought under discussion  He was not disposcd to
remain i town on the following day, merely for the putposs
of attending a levee, and no doubt many countiy members
felt sinularly to himself He wished to see on the notice
paper sufficient busmess to last three or four howms

M1 BARROW was quite prepared to bring forward the
motion 1o his name, and which had been referted to asstand-
mg on the paper for Fruday, but he did not think he should
be acting justly by bringing forward the motion it very
thin House (Hear, hear ) It would make no diffeience to
himself personally, but 1t might to the question itself (Hcar,
hear) If he found on F¥riday that theile was a very thin
House, he should let the motion lapse, 1n order that he might
be afforded an opportumty of bringing 1t fornaid at a future
time, when there would be a better chance of the House
domg justiceto1t  He admitted with the hon member for
Barossa, thatit was desirable to get through the business
but 1t was equally desnable that important questions shouvld
be discussed tn atull House (Hear, hear ) Heshould sup-
poit the proposition for an adjournment till the following
Tuesday

Mr STRANGWAYS was glad that the discussion had
taken place, as they would know what to do with other
noties wiich were upon the paper If there were an ad-
Jomnment till I'ueslay, not only would private notices be
postponed, but the Government bustness would be postponed
also, the Government bemng apparently desirous of siting,
awd thus an opportunity would be afforded to the Govein-
ment of domng what they did last session—collecting si1x or
seven members, wno undertook to sit till midnight “for the
purpose of passing thre Estnaates  Such, he beheved, would
be the effeet of postponing the motions referrning to  distilla-
tion ind immugiation which appeared upon the paper for
Friday lhosc questions materially afficted  the kstinfates,
and 1f those questions were postponed the Estimates would
have to be postponed also, and an opportumity would be
aftorded t> the Government of acting as he had stated He
should object to business being postponed, unless suflicient
1eason were shewn

Mr MILDRLD supported the proposition to adjourn till
Tuesday beliesvinz 1t essential that the question of distilla-
tion should bu settled before the Estimates were dealt with
It was a matter of the greatest importance, and he much
regretted that 1t had been deemed expedient it should
stand over till the new elcctions At every pubhic meeting
the pcople directed the 1ttention of repiresentttives to the
necessity of temoving the restrictions vpon distillition, the
Munistey had promised 1t, and he trusted that an opportu-
nity would be afforded of having the representatives of the
people present when the question was discussed 1n that
House  He believed the question could not be fuily dis-
cussed on Friday, 1s those who bad spent a festive evenming
the preeeding night would not be hkely to attend on the fol-
lowing dav

Mr TOWNSEND said that a testive cvening was not
likely to prevent him from attending on kriday He was
not hikely to dance 11l morming, and consequently hkrday
would suit him as well as Tuesday, but he wished 1t to be
understood that though a large number of independent mem -
bers ttended on Government days the paper was almost
vacaut Itappeared that the Attornev-General was deter-
mied not to proceed with the business unless 1t could be
rought forward prcasely upon theday wineh he wished He
wished 1t to be distinctly understood thit the 1epiescntative
members wese prepated to proceed with the business, the more
50 as e was aware that the people were anxiously watching
thedecisions upon those gre it questions wlich he fully agice
should be fully discussed  He was perfectly ptepared to pro-
ceed with the business on Fuday

My COLE, as an 1undependent member, objected to such
continued postponements Not many days since be had
been jokcd by a paity who, alluding to the short meetings of
the Assonbly, said, “How haid jou fellows work ™™  On
seveial octasions recently they had met only for an hour
If hon members, after the usual notice had been given for
the discussion of important questions, 1egarded balls and
parties as 4 primary considerat on, then let them take the
1esult at the general election, but his motto was, busincss
first and pleasure afterwards

Mr ROGIRS supported the proposition to adyowin till
Tuesdny, 1emarking that he and no doubt many hon inem-
bets would be giad of an opportunity of attending to their
private business

Mr REYNOLDS was prepared to proceed with business,
and frequently cyme specually to attend to Parhamentary
dutis when he bad plenty to attend to elsewhere Last
session they legislated at a raiway pace, and for fear that
they should fallinte a similar eiror at the close of the present
sesston 1t would, hc thought, be much better to proceed with
the business on the paper It there were a division
he should certainly vote for Friday Constant procrastination
he 1cgarded as most unwise Itanoticefor instance, amount-
ing to a vote of censure upon the Government, appeared upon
the paper, 1t wag onlv fair to those bon_gcntlémen that they
should have an oppoitumty of ¢xplaining, o1 be put out of
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their misery It would be better to proceed with the buswness,
as there had been suflicient time to consider the inotion 1 the
name of the hon member Mr Bmrow,mvolving 1 question
which aflected the general mteiests of the colony and
1f hon members did not choose to be present atits discussion
Iet them look out at the general clection

Phe ATTORNE)-GENERAL said, almost every member
who had spoken was mn favorof the motion which he had
made Theie had been onc of those amusing hittle exhibi
tions of teeling of which there weie so many in that House,
bul being perfectly prepared to meet on Iriday, he should
vote for the motion which he had made

JThe SPEAKER put the question that the House adjourn
till Friday, which was canied

THIL WATKRWORKS

Mr PLAKE put the questions of wluch he had given
notice —

«That he wil! ask the Hon Cominissioner of Pubhic Works
(Mr Blyth) when he will be able to lay on the tiblo of tlus
House ‘a statement ot the preseut condition ot the City
Waterworks under the new management® Yhen it 1g likely
thit the engineer will be ready with 4 scheme to replace the
wen across the River lorrens ?  Who authorized the expen
diture of 6,300/ more than was ongmally sauctiondd for
making reservoir, dam head, &c , and how 1t happens that
the latc Commissioner of Watei works and the Comumussioner
of Public Works seem to have been o long i ignorauce of
thig excess of oxpenditure, and what sort of check o1 con-
trol the Comnusgsioner of Public Works exercised over the
subordmate deputment of waterworks when authorized (x-
penditure was thus exceeded for so long a time without his
knowledge® What means did the Commssioner of Public
Works take to satisty himsclf as to the real state of things
at the City Waterworks, and as the responsible head of the
dep utment of Public Works was heignorant of the excess of
expenditure, and deviation trom ouginal plans reported on
by the late Chief Commisgsionc »*°

Ihe COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS 1ead the
following replies —

1 The repoit of the state of the Waterworks uader the
new management will be ready to be laid upon the table of
the House during the ensumng week

2 lhe Enginear to the Wateiwoiks has fixed vpon a site
for a new weir, and 1ts foundations have been laid bare, but
hedoes not propose to commence building 1t until the winter
bieaks

3 The onginal extension of the reservoir from 16 to 223
acres was sanctioned by the Commissioner of Pubhc Works
who held office in My TFinmss s admumstiation, and that
departuie friom the orginal plan was reported to the House
m the first repoit on public works for 1957  ‘Lhe second ex-
tension of the 1eseivon fiom 224 to 263 acres, was sanctioned
by the late ¢ ommussioner of Pubhic Works, M1 Reynolds,
#nd that deviation was also reported to the House in the first
report on public works for 1858 ~ Lhe following s the report
on this point by the late Chuef Commussioner —* In 1eply,
would you be so good ag to state that my ignorance arose
from theie being no office copy of the onginal estimates
Shortly after my accession to ofice I sought to
compnre the capenditure with the originat estimates but
on enquary 1 was infoimed that no original estimate, or copy
of originy estunate, wis m the office or known to exust
Subscquently n looking through some printed Paruimen-
tary Papers, I found that one had been prepated and when
1t 18 remembered that duiing the short time I held vilice, I
wag manly engaged n one of the most uupleasant investi-
gations tht could devolve upon me 1t 1s rather 4 wondet
that I should have detected this excessive expenditure at all,
than that I should have 1ematned ignorant of 1t so long The
Commussioner of Public Works was not ignmant of these
extensions of the works, since he commumecated them to the
House as before stated

4 If the Waterworks or any other depairtment should incur
expendituie without authority, the person who ctused such
unauthorised expenditure would be hable to be surcbharged
with the amount when lus accounts came before the Auditor-
General

6 The Waterworks Board were not permitted to enter into
any contracts, or to make any appomtments without the
previous sanction of the Comuussioner of Pubhe Works,
their letters, therefore, fiom time to time, 1 which authorn-
ties wete applied for, kept lum ntormed of the state of the
undertaking In addition to this, the iepoits, &¢, which
theﬁwerc compelled to furmish, gave him fui ther information
with respect to the state of thnt department

Mr TOWNSEND asked the hon gentlaman whether he
had received any commumeation from the other Commis-
sroner of Waterworks, and if so whether he had any objec-
tion to lay 1t on the table of the House

1he COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS sud, that
in another place a vommumicition from Mr Maturin had
been ordered to be printed

DEPASTURING LICENCES

l\tIr SHANNON put the questions of whirch he had given
notice— .

“1 Whether a person who holds a depasturing licence
within a Hundred can legally ttnpound cattle found truspass
ing on the Crown Lands of such Hundred , ind, if not, what

5

course can he pursue to prevent cattle fiom illegally trespass-
mg?

“1r If the boldel of a depasturing licence can legally de-
pasture Jtock ou the Cxowl: Lands of any Hundred but that
1n which the prope: ty 13 8 uated for which he claims ®

The COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS sud 1o
refirence to the first question, that he thought paities hold-
ing depasturing licences could legally impound, but if a
doubt arose, there was sufficient authority vested i the
Compussionel ot Crown Lands under the Act of 1853 fo de-
pute the necessary authority to any person to impound
Withiegard to the second question, the holder of a depastuc-
mg hicence could not depistute except upon the portion for
which he had taken out a licence

PROSECUTION OF PUBLIC WORKS

Mr SIRANGI\WAYS brought forward the notice ip his
name—

* I'hat this House s of opimuon that if theexecution of the
gub]lc works long since authorised by this House had not
ecn so long delayed, the temporary want of employment
among the laboring classes would not have required the
specal intervention of the Exceutive >’
Onc ot the piincipal objects which he had in tabling the
motion was to atford the hon member for the Stuit an op-
ﬁottumty of showing the accuracy of a statement which ge
ad made to the [Touse, and which had been flatly contra-
dicted by the Commissioner of Public Worke 7The hon
membe) for the Sturt had stated that within a certain period
only a certain number of public works had been commenced,
and the Commussioner of Public Woiks flatly contradicted
the statement’ [hat, however, was a matter, pethaps, more
between the Commissioner of Tublic Works and the hon
membet for the Sturt than for the House generally
He beheved the hon member  for  the Sturt
would be enabled to show that the statement
which he had made to the House was substantially correct.
He would call attention to Council Paper 39, which professed
to contun an account of the various works which had been
coramenced, and the date at which they had been com-
menced, but he had discovered one item 1u which thete was
certainly an error n au tmportapt particular, and such was
very h‘(ely the case with others — For instance, the boat
Jetty at the Semaphoie was represented 1n that return as
having been commenced on 13th October, but he was pre-
pared to sbow by retetence to Hansard, that on the 5th Novem-
ber, the Commussioner of 1’ublic Works stated he intended
to call for tenders m about a fortmght A vast number
of maportant works for which money was voted towards the
close of last scssion were entirely omitted For mstance, the
Hospital at Port Adelaide, the Prmnting-Ofiice, the Observ i-
tory, the Lunatic Asylum, the (xeneral Post-Ofhce, and he
believed 4 number of other 1tems voted on the Supplemen-
tary and General Istimates for the fitst six months of the
present year, did not appeai in the rcturn Then there was
the sum'of 7,000/ voted for the radway goods shed at the
Intter pait_ of last  session I'he Commissioner
of Pablic Woks stated that one of the principal
objects n undertaking that work at that
paiticular period, and urgmg 1t forward, was that the
work could be economuically performed, and would give em-
ployment to a number of unemployed But what had been
done towirds carrying out the work® Why, nothing was
done till }arch, and tlhien the site of the shed was entirely
altered, the plan was modified, and he had been informed
that the Commuissioner of Public Works had accepted a ten-
der for the work for 13,000, being 1n excess of the vote of
that House by 6,000/ , without any authonity Piobably the
hon gentleman with his usual sletght of hand, would en-
deavour to shift the blame to the Calef Xngineer of Rail-
ways, but he would impress this upon the House, that the
money was voted in November, and that the Commsstoner
of Pualic Woirks then urged the House to vote 1t, as it would
afford employment to a large number of the unemployed
Lhat was the puncipal argument of the Commuzsioner of
Pablic Worke and Preasurer  All the works which had been
advertised for shoitly after the votes were taken weié small
in amount  Lhe principal works were not advertised for till
15th  Aprnil, about fourteen days before the meeting
of Parliament The only works wlich appeared in the 1e-
turn were advertised for after March, and thus 1t
would be seenthit thice months were allowed to elapse before
any steps were tahen  Lhe money had been voted, to a great
extent, upon the plea that it was requited for the 1elief of
the unemployed, md it remained with the Commissionet of
Public Works to prove that the money had been expended,
or to give some good and sufficient reason for 1t not having
been expended Lhe fust thimg for the House to consider
was, whether the pubhic works which had been ordered had
been properly ot 1m N){)clly delayed, and that was nerhaps
a question of mdmc?ua optawon, not admitting of absolute
moof Some might say that the effect ot thus motiwn would
‘)e to say that the moment votes were passed the Comnus-
sioner of Public Woiks should proceed with the works for
which the money was voted, but the question was, had
there been too much delay? If those works were prosecuted
at once, employment was afforded to the laboning classes, and
the money was at once put into circulation, and all classes
were benefitted, the laborer did mot heep money 1n Ing
pocket, but circulated 1t {or the bedeht of the comraumty
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As to the intervention of the Government some hon mem-
bers might hold it was not the duty of the Government to
1nterfere between the employcr and the employed, except to re-
lieveactual casesof destitution That howevar wasnot what was
now put i 18sue, bnt whether tlic 1eredy applied by the
Commissioner of PPublic Works was not worse than the
diseage, for that hon gentleman had ssued a notice that all
persons employed upon the 10ads at a maximum rate of 4s
per day, who refused the offer of any other peison to work
for t hat amount, should 1mmedhately be discharged  lhe
result of such a course wounld be that not only for the un-
emploved but the employed the rate wonld be fived at 43 per
day ‘Ilns he regarded as a most unjust 1nterference on the
part of the Government between the employer ind the em-
Eloyed 1 he Government should not keep the money votcd

y that Tlouse in the [reasury, but should at all fimes be
prepared to mive & man a fair day 8 wages for afurday's
work The Government ought not to interere either as to
a muximum or minimum rate  Labor should be regulated
by supply and demand, and Government had no 1fght to
mterfere with thelabor market either directly u1 nditectly
If public works werc odered the Government should go mito
the market and take labor at the market rate He would
agam rennd the House that money had been voted, and that
1t was for the Commussioner of Public Works to show 1t had

been expended, sr give some good and suflicént
reason for 1t not having been so expendcd If hon
members objected to the wording of the motion
he hid no obyctivn to modify 1t, but he repeated

that the principi reason he had tabled it was not only to
obtamn an expression of opmion 1elative to the conduct of
the Commussioner of Public Works, but to afford the hon
member for the Sturt an opportunity of shewing that tle
statements which he had previously made, but which had
been flatly conttadicted by the Commissioner of Public
Wotha, were substantially correct

M1 RILYNOLDS seconded the motion

Ihe COMMISSIONLER OF PUBLIC WORKS could not
approve of the motion (Hear and laughter ) Althought
was probable he should have to repeat though somewhat
more at length and mm a more detailed form a statement
which he had alrcady made to the House, he should en-
deavour to place before hon members 1nas caln and as far
as he could, dignified way, the real state of the case (Iear,
hear ) He was quite sure that 1n discussing a guestion of
this unportance therc were ery few members who would
wish to approach 1t m any other mnd than that which he
had mdicated ‘I he House were asked to athrm that if public
works sanctioned by thet House had not been so long de-
layed, the interference of the Government to relieve the
pressurc upon the labour market would have been unneces-
sury ‘lhe temporary want of employment amongst the
working-clasces especially amongst unskilled labourers—
those fit for manual cxercise and httle clse—commenced
lon before the discussion of the Supplementary
Estimates So far back as August last, there was great
want of employment amongst the class to wluch he
had alluded amsmg from a  vatety of causes
ove: whicti the Governinent could exercise no control ‘The
deficient barvest of last year caused 1 number of farmers and
yeomanry, furmerly the employers of labor, to cease to be
80, and become taborers themselves  The Corporation, from
a vamety of causes, had no funds at 1ts disposal for the em-
ployment of the particular class amongst whom  disticss
existed  [n thig colony there were a la1ge number of persons
fit tor particular work, and a particular woik alone  kven
masony’ laborers were somewhat higher 1n1ank than the
class to which be alluded, who were avaidable for rallway
works, tienching, &c lhey welea large body who were
enerally profitably employed, but froum circumstances which
ﬁe had glanced at, a Jage number weie thrown out of em-
loyment about Avgust, and the piessurc came upon the
Iéovemmont in the most painful way that 1t could—through
the Destitute Board A number of men were wilhing and
anxious to work, but were unable to obtain cmployment, and
the Government considered it their duty to endeavor to find
strong able bodied men empioyment [he Government
endeavored to do 1t by the very course wbich the motion
betore the House stated they did not afopt  lhey endea-
vored to do 1t by pressing on public worhs for the express
purpose of finding that class employment [he first work
which was undertaken was the pressing on the rallway to
Karunda, he pressed on that work withall the power which
he could even before the Bill was hinally passcd  If employ-
ment of this kind had not been afforded the imen
must have received from the Government the means
of hiving, and he should have bien sorry to see
that, because he belhieved 1t perpetuated m a man
a pauper spirit He belteved that f men were
willing to work it was the duty of the Government to place
them m woik  Hon members had referred to the Counctl
Paper which had been laid upon the table, but he would re-
mark that when 1cturns were pirepared or ordered 1t was
custom ury to forward a copy of the motion ordering them to
the department furmshing the retwing  Lhere had obviously
been a mistake in reference to the Semaphore Jetty, as the
tendes could not hay ¢ been cilled for upon the diay on which
the money was voted It was one of those little eiro1s which
would creep m with the most cureful, even with the
hon member for Lmvounter Bay, though not so pionc
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to error as others He considered 1t the duty of the
Commssioner of Public Works to take the provision
which the House had given him and endeisvor by all
the means 1 s power to carry out those works
which had been assigned to the Colomial Architect before
the 30th of June, 1859 He asked the Honse tuv grant a
draftsman for that department but the request was refused
He had carefully looked into the Colonm? Architect’s De-
Bartment, and had merely asked for those metns which he
elieved necessary, but the House refused to give them He
believed 1t was the duty of every Mumnster to endeavour to
carry out those works which were decmed essentiul with the
means assigned to hun He would allude, though no ie-
ference had been made to 1t 1n the addiess of " the hon
member for Encounter Bd{, to the shoit absence of the
Colomal Architect, a short leave having heen granted him
after six years' service In consequence of a domestic cala-
mity four weeks' leave of absence was granted to
that gentleman a short 1elaxation from duty bemg called for,
but even that was not awarded to hum until he had consented
to work after hours, and by doing so he brought out the
plaus for the Registiy Office, and other works, frequently
sitbhug up till a very late howr 1 the might Perbaps 1t
would asa1st hon members 1f they would refer to previous
years and if they compared the various sums voted, and the
expenditure, and the dates they would find that works hd
been put forward much more quickly than i prcvious years
and with 4 much less staff He appioved of a lirge contract
for a work wlnch 1t was unnecessary to name, and though
the contrictors had eight monthsto complete their work they
called upon him and said that they were afiaid they would be
greatly injured by  the Government works being
pressed on as they were, and solicited an extension
ot time for the completion of their contract, which
he declined to allow  On reference to Hansard, 1t would be
seen tha he had ashed for assistance for the Colonial Archi-
teet’s department, and that it had been 1efused He would
again state, whit had been so frequently misiep-esented, that
the Colomal Archutect s departraent was never 1n a moce for-
wird state It had been represented that he lLad stited n
30 satisfactory a state but this was not the case The plang
for all the works which had been sanctioned had been pre-
pared, except for a Custom-House 1t Rivoli Bay If hon
members refetred to this time 118t year they would find a
diffcrens state of things  As reference had been made to the
statement of the hon membe: for the Sturt, that only four
works had been undertaken since the close of last session,
he would again give that statcment an emphatic demal
On looking at the repoit of what occuried on that
occasion 1 a paper not unfivorablc to the hon member, he
would ash tf he was not justiied 1n mving a dewal to that
statemcnt  1he Govanment had pressed forwarcd public
works as far as they possibly could, and many works which
had been asked for season ifter season had been it last ac-
comphshed,much to the joy of the fumas n the districts in
which these works had been cfiected , he alluded to roaas,
&c Hereferted to this because 1t had been sud that the
works which liad been undertaken were of doubtful utality
He was sgtisiied that therc never had been a period at which
works of greater utility had been undeitaken, or at less ex-
pense to the community Never had 80 laige a body of
colomats been benefited by the course the Government took
to find employrent for the destitute unshilled laborers
If he had crred it bad beun frum a desire to
use the meansg placed at Jus disposal, and the ouly departure
winch he had made from thc nstiructions of the House had
been by engaging an extry diughtsman n the Colonial
Architect's ofice finding 1t actually 1nposwuble to carry out
the vailous works which had been sanctioned, with the
means placed at his disposal He should watch the pro-
gress of the debate with far greater interest for the fechings
of others than his own, because statements hod been 10ude
mvolving a most meritorious officer, the Colomal Architect,
than whom no officer had more frequently devoted his time
after business hours to forward the work of his departwent
He felt pleasure 1n making that statement to the House
‘L hat officer had varied duties to pertoim, for stance, by
the District Councils Act power was given to the Govern-
ment to hand over jettu s to District Couneils, and 1t became
necessary for hum (the Commussioner ot PubhicWorks) and the
Colomal Architect to mnspect the jetties  Qther matters fre-
quently requued the absence of the Colonial and Assniztant
Colonial Aich.tects, but every hour had been devoted to p.es-
sing on public worke  Whouver might at a future time fill
the ofhice of Comnussiotiel of Pubhc Works would find that,
from the closing of the last session til the piesent time,
public works had been pressed on with all the rapidity they
could be, in order to give employment to the labo.ing classes
He was aware that ie had unperfectly stated the case to the
House, but relied upon a plain, unvaimshed statement, and
was satisfied that hon members, on calmly looking at the
matter, would oppose the motion of the hon member for un-
counter Bay

M: REYNOLDS would appioach the subject with asmuch
«uUmness as he was possessed of, and he hoped in that un-
virnished manner and with such simple statements as would
have weight amongst such intelligent men as constituted the
Legislative Assembly of South Austialla He saw no ne-
cessity for downg otherwise, because when he acce

ted the
chullenge of the Tion the Compussioner of Public

orks to
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substantiate statements wluch he had previously made, he
did <o m the confidence thbat he coull substantiate those
atatements  ITe felt that his veracity was at stake, and he
was not a slanderer or a har as had been insinuated by some
parties out of doors  I'he House would exonerate him from
such imputations and he behieved that even the Hon the
Commigsioner of Pubhie Works would limself do
80 No one could say that he (Mr Reynolds)
had not acted fairly in this matter, or that he had shirked
the question whicli he gave nise to a couple of weeks since,
and now that he had heard the defence of the Commisaioner
of Pubhe Works, he was prepared tocanyass that hon mem-
ber s statements, and to enter upon his own lhe hon
member had exonerated the Colomial Architect, and stated
that the office of that gentleman s department was never
«o forward a condition as at present  Taking that statement
1 connection with the intimation that the department was
not 1n an eflictent condition, owing to the want of an addi-
tonal driftsman, he (Mr Reynolds) confesged he could not
understand them It the Colonial Architect had doue his
duty as he (Mr Reynolds) took 1t for granted he had done,
then all the blame, 1f there were any, rested with the hon
the Commmssioner of Public Woiksfor not advertising for tcn-
ders for works, the plans tor which were prepared g0 long
ago, and the hon member 1 that case was alone amenable
to the censure of the House The hon member referred to
the state of the department now and at any former period,

erhaps wishing the Flouse to draw a comparison between
it 1n s predecessor’s time, and smce the hon member him-
self came nto the ofhice ,“but the House had not returns
before 1t to form an opinion on this point (Hear, hear,
from the Attorney-Geuneral) lhe hon the Attoiney-
Generil called “heat hear,” and perhaps that hon member
meant to contend that the present Commissioner made more
progress than Ins predecessor, and then to take shelter
under the absence of returns DBut *he hon the Attorney-
General was hunself & member of the Ministry when the late
Commussioner of Public Works was in office, and should
rather defend that gentleman 1n case he had not made such
progress as the present Commissioner had made But
if there wag any dilatoriness on the put of the
hon number’s predecessor, tbat gentleman had never
made statements as to the progress and pushing for-
ward of works such as the present Commissioner had made
When the Government asked for money for public works,
on the ostensible grounds that the works weie to be imme-
diately pushed forward, then they were responuible for any de-
lvavy, butfthe predccessor of the presentCommissioner of Public

orks had made no such representation, there was no
parailel between the'r cases ‘lhe present Government in
asking for sums of money, both on the Fatimates and Sup-
plementary Estimatcs of last year, did, however, make such
repregentations  lhe hon member here read fiom the Colo-
il Hansard replies given 1n the House by the Commis-
sioner of Public Works on the 24th September, and by the
Attorney-(General and the Treasurer un the 5th Octobet, 1n
support of his statement, and continued to remark It was
the desne, at Jeast the ap[iiarent desire, of the Government to
hasten on the public woiks ‘lhere was one 1tem of 7,000{
which the Government objected to having placed ou the
ordinary instead of the Supplementary Estimates on the
giound that 1f it were 3o placed the work vould not be under-
taken until December, and yet the tenders for this woik were
only called for in Febiuary He (Mr Reynolds) certanly
thought, taking into con=uderation the vast number of men
out of employment— as the Commssioner of Public Works
had just remarked, as fu back as August last, that the public
waorks would have been pressed torwaid, but he now aflirmed
on the authonity of the returns upon the table that the
great works with four exceptiona were not undertaken On
the Supplementary Estunates a sum of money was
authorized bv the House on the 15th of October to be ex-
pended upon a colomal store which was then 1n the course of
erection IThe next vote he saw was for a boat jetty
at the Semaphore, which was passed on the 1sth of
November, and the letter of the Colomal Aichitect calling
for tenders was 1ssued six wecks afterwards  Had simular
expedition been used 1n calling for tenders for the other
worhs voted there would be little ground of complant
Then for the Onhkaparinga funoel the fenders were not caled
for until the 29th December, and for the new Registiy office
notuntil the 31d ot February In fict, out of some 30,000
voted there were works to the extent ot 20 00 which had not
yet been eommenced  Of the general Fstimates, out of some
23,000/ voted for public buildings,ouly some 4,000/ or 7,0000
had been advertised for up to the 18th April, the works being
—repars to  Adelaide  Gaol, Custom-House at Port
Angusta, the Institute Port Lincoln Tetty, and Reedy Creek
Budge Agawn he repeated, the hor member had not re-
moved from his (Mr Reynolds's) mind the unpression, now
amounting to 4 certainty that whit he (Mr Reynolds) pre-
viously stated was substantially coirect, and as the House
had authorized the expenditure of <ome 50000( or
60,0000 on pudblic works and these works were delayed
three or four months, and had these works been prosecuted
mnsterd of dipping nto the Treasury for another 10,000{,
which they were not authornsed to take, much employment
would have been affordcd, he considered the Govirnment
had taken a great hberty with the public funds (Hear,
hear ) They should have gone on with the works which

€

were voted mstead of breaking stones which they could not
now either sell or make use of and which they were, he be-
lieved, now patting into a concrete foundation  Hear, hear
from the Governmeut bench ) The Hon the Comuissioner
of Public Works said that the worhs proceeded with were
not of doubtful utility, and he (M1 Reynolds) was very glad
to hear this as he beheved thit m the commencement there
was an awful waste of money It was very fortunate that
there was Central Road Board to take the 10 000 which had
been appropiiated for the unemployed out of the handsot the
Commussicuer of Public Works = I'hat hon membel, n-
stecad of prosecuting the works whiclr had been
authorised, sent them to the extension of the railway, and
pashed forward the woiks there  But the House was told
by the Engimeer of the woiks, that in consequence of tius
wterference on the part of the Government with the laboring
classes, the money was not spent very piofitably Mr
Hanson reported that a very large number of men were em-
ployed to the rehiefof the Destitute Board, but at an increased
cost for the works There were some 700 employed at once
time, but as he was obhiged to employ all that came good,
bad, and indifferent, he could neither let the works, nor
execute them econoraically He (Mr Reynolds) ashed why
not Jet the works im the face of the woirh whuch had been
done 11 trenching the Parliament reserve at the rate of 10s
or 308 —he did not know which

Mr TOWNSEND was undergstood to inform the hon
member that the rate was 2/ 8s

Mr REYNOLDS only knew 1t was =ome fabulous price
With respect to what the hon the Commissioner of Public
Works had suid as toa laige contractor 1emonstrating with
hum on his employing those peisons who were out of work,
he (Mr Reyunolds) thought that 1f the hon member had
pushed forward the works which had been authornsed with-
out consulting any of these large contractors, he would have
done much more good It was true that a portion of the
funds of which he (Mr Reynolds) had spoken was used by
the Superintendent of Telegraphs who had advertiged for
some poles, and thereby relieved the Commissioner of Public
Works of a portion of his duties  His (Mr Reynolds’s) bon
friend on ms nght (Mr Strangways) had referred to othex
matters which did not appear m the 1ctuin on the table, but
for thus he did not biame the Commussioner of Public Works,
as he (Mr Reynolds) had not included them  There was
Rivoh Bay, and the telegraph to the south, and the tele-

raph to the north, the railway shed, the Hospital, the

otame Garden, the planting around Government-house,
the Observitory, the old Lunatic Asylum, the Court-House
at Panunda, the Custom-House at the River Munay, the
Police station at Blanche Town, the lock-up at Mouut
Remaikable, the trial hines of ralway, the puinting-office the
Post Office, the Registration Otfice , but these were enough
He had made up a suthcient hist of works which up to the pre-
sent day were not commenced, tojustify him 1n censar-
ing the Government He (Mr Reynolds) regretted that the
Hon the Commissioner of Pubhic Works had not refeired to
the Waterwoiks It was well known that there wnas a great
deal of delay in prosecuting them lhe River Werr had
taken a great many months to report upon, ind trom what
he (M1 Revuolds) could learn the plauns were not yet agreed
upon If this was not shortly done the work would be thrown
back another twelve months before the city received a supply
of water, 1f 1t ever got such a supply at all It should also be
borne 1n mind in reference to those worhs that every day's
delay increased thetr cost owiug to the enormous interest paid
for the mouney borrowed for their construction, and the
luge staff of ofhcers employed to carry them out Consi-
dering that there was no 1eason for delay n cairying out
the public works authorised by the House, 1masmuch as the
departinent of the Colomal Architect was 1n 50 very forward
a condition he considered the dMimstry deseiving of the
censure of the House

Dr WARK had listened with pleasure to the digmified
oration which the House had heud trom a dignufied quartey
but he could discover m 1t very hittle 1n vindication of whit
the Government had done  1he speech was a vindication ot
the Colomal Aichiteet, aud 1t had been said that there was.
so much the more butthen thrown upou the Commissione: of
Public Works, which that hon member had very generously
tahen opon himselt He (Dr Wark) complained that the
Commuisstoner of Public Works had mzrely generahiged, and
had not cntered 1nto the particulars of the case, nor shown,
as he should have done when each particular vote
was given and when the tonders were called for
the executton of the work Instead of that the hon
member meiely said that distress was felt before the supple-
mentary votes were ashed for or passed It was on that ac-
count that the House was called upon to vote money at one
time fo1 the rehef of skilled labor, and. at auwother for the
relief of destitution  According to the Commissioner of
Public Works 1t was the Destitute Board which first aloused.
the Government to action, and inforined them ot the num-
ber of people willing and able to wouk, and unable to pro-
cure employment The hon member took great credit for
gending the men to work on the railway, but the engineer
ot the works said that the sending of the men gteatly -
ci1e1sed the cost of the ne It might be said that had the
(rovernment gone on with the authorised pubhic works, they
would only have employed slkilled laborers A mason
could not build without stones, and every one class of work-
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men employed gave employmént to others  ‘The men sent
to the railway should have been employed on the authorised
public works [here was a vast sum avatlible for this pur-
pose, and hon members had pointed out scveral works
wlich might have been carried on, and v mich were not un-
dertahen
Mr PEAXE bad heord with much pleasure the speech of
the hon the Commissioner of Public Woirks, m wiich that
hon member accepted the entire 1esponsibility of all that
had been done in his department He (M1 Peake) was glad
to find that thei ¢ was no fault attributable to the Colontal
Architect If thete weie any fault, the hon the Commis-
soner of Public Works accepted 1t humselty and 1t was the
duty of the House to say whether there was iny fanlt or not
He would suggest to the hon membet for Encounter Bay to
amend his motion somewhat, 18 1n 1t presont foum 1t woutd
commif him to a difficulty lhe closimg portien of the mo-
tion affirmed that the tempormy want of employmoent
amongst the labouring classes would not have requireg the
specna% mtervention of the Exccutive He (M) Peake)
would prefer saying that the temporary want of eraployment
would have been greatly relieved if the public works autho-
nised by the Le%\slature had been proceeded with, and if the
hon member (Mr Striugways) assented to thus alterntion,
he (Mr Peake) would move 1t before resuming his seat He
should also feel disposed toappend to the 1csolution a duect
censureon the Commissioner of Public Works for the polic
adopted by him 1n tlns matter Ie disagteed entirely wath
the hon member, a1d would state tus 1easons for doing so
presently , and if the House would go with him, he had no
objection to add to the motion the expression of censure
which he had referred to  He wished the House to expiess
1ts disapproval of the policy pursued, but he would be cou-
tent with the alteration which he fiist suggested i the closing
gart of the resolution He saw plawly that 1 considerable
clay had taken place in the prosccution of many pubhe
works, but he &d not wish to go into
particulars, and one reasqn of Jus not domng s0
was, that he found a great difficulty m going throug?x the
report, mmasmuch as some 13 works out of 26 appeared to
have been commenced before the money was voted  But he
would refer to v more expensive returiy thit contuning the
sums votcd for vaiious public works during the year, the
sums expended upon such works, and the uneapended ba-
lances remaining in hand  In 1857 there was an unexpended
balance of tlus deseniption of 73,775/ cairied over to 1858,
and in 1859 a sumlar balance of 87,104¢ carried over to 1859
Thcse totals were quite suficient to show that there must
have been very considerable delaysin the execution ot various
public works, and consequently 1u expending the moneys
Voted for such works  If the colony were n a Ingh state of
prosperity, and labor scarce and dear, he (Mr P’eake) could
see the policy of permitting some delay 1 the
execution of public works, 1nasmuch as 1 the
Commussioner of Public Woiks wete to hurry oh woiss,
at such a time, he mght hamper the country, or even
grevem the get'ing mn of the harvest But i1t was the
uty of the Government to retain no bnalance 1n hand—
(oh, oh')—when the people were disticseed, and there was
money 1 the kreasury to carry on public works ‘Lhe
policy 1n the one case was as clear ag 1n the other Hec now
came to the policy, the unfortunate policy of the Govern-
mentin standing up as employers of the unemployed at a
mmmum rate of wages ‘That policy 1t was 1mpossible to
cariy out, for though begun in a spirit ot kindness and good
will, 1t would be very casily brought to a standstil by the
cvonlinuance of distiess The funds of the Government would
become exhausted, and there would then be no moic
remedy for the state of things than when 1t began,

although the public money had been all wasted lake
as an mstance of thig the melancholy report of
the Engineer of Ralways, stating that by the

interfercnce of Government in the present instance, the
cost of the works had been largely increased Ilns state-
ment had awidet significance than might be supposed He
(Mr Peake) behieved that this policy of open-handed rclief to
all unemployed laborers who came to seek 1t, was the cause
of many such evils as weie referred to by the Lungineer i this
case. nd what was the eflect of tlus money, which was
appdrently spent to relicve the hands of the Dustitute Board ?

ad 1t been of any real henefit® It mizht have kept the people
alive, but that was not the way to relieve men by public
works Had more prompt action been taken to push on the
authoused works, the men might have been employed at far
wages, and not made hangers on and loungers on Govern-
ment bounty, by which means they became spoiled and dis-
contented even with those who adopted the poor policy of
8o employing theh  Had the authorised works been proceeded
with the men of strong arms and strong hearts would
have worked tor the wiges mven, whether they were 103
a day or 48 6d , instead of having the semi-workhouse system
which had been pursued Anothet point which he objected
to wus, that the Goveinment fixed the price of labor [hey
said 1t should be 43 64, but they might as well say it should
be 103 6d He beheved such a system was unknown out of this
country, though here 1t had a precedent in certamn prles and
stuinps of trecs which had been dug up and piled 1n Yictora-
square, but were shoitly afterwaids destroved, because they
were & reproach and a bye-word to the Txecutive who placed
them there The Commssioner of I’ublic Woika sud that

the distiess was known to have begun 1n August, and this
destroyed the hon member’s last chance of cxcuse for any
delay, gteat or small, 1n carrying out the public works  [he
causes of the distress were the abstraction of capital, the
defictent harvest, and, 1 many nstances, the uun-
willingniss of working men to accept such 2 dimi-
msghed rate of wages as capitalists could atford to pay
But whatever weie the causes of the distress capital and
population should 1egulate the rate of wages He would not
o mto mg' questions between one Commissioner of Publig
Works and another, but he believed no Government could
persevere long w the policy which the present Admunistra-
tiou had pursued, and that cven as a tempoiaty cxpedient 1t
was bad, immismuch as Government should only assist labor
shiough the ordinary channels Why not have let the work ?
Would not the men employed by the Government have been
employed by the contractois? He believel the {Johcy pu-
sued was very much to the detriment of the public service,
and he theretore expressed Ins dissent from at, and hoped
the House would express (ts disapproval also

lhe AlT()RNluY-GENERAR sud the motion made

by the hon member for Encounter DBay, and on
which the discussion hitherto had  taken place,
wis onec of those piopositions which mght be

terracd self 1ofuting, or 1ather wihieh, taken 1 connection
with the most paipable and obvious facts within the know-
ledge of every member of the House, did refute itself The
fact was that the Government was compelled to interfeie
befoie any single one of the works 1eferred to had been sanc-
tioned by the tlouse, so that the proposition was self-refu-
tatory on the face of 1t But as it was proposed to be
amended 1t had Umost the character of a trtuism—(a laugh)
—inasmuch as to gay that if more employment had been pro-
vided there would have been a less want of employmeut for
the laboring classes wasa trwism  In oider to, mahe the
motton go further and affirm something, it should say
that the House censured the GGovernment fornot pressing
forward the public works  If this were not done the resolu-
tion nught be affirmed without at all affecting the position of
parties 1n the House, o1 that of the Government He hoped
the hon member for the Buiryand Clare would, in order to
enable the resolution to mean what he (the Attorney-
General) piesumed 1t was intended to mean, add
another  sentence to 1t, when it could be discussed
rhuch more satisfactorly than was possible at pre-
gsent  He would not have risen at this stage of the
aebate, but that he wished to 1eply to some rematks of the
hon member for the Burra  Che view which he (the
Attorney-General) took of the functions of a Government, or
of tho ¢ called to administer 1t, were very different from
those of the hon member lhe first duty of every civilized
(fovernment was, to sec that no person should perish from
hunger (* Hear, hear,” from all paits of the House ) Then,
what, he agked, became of all the eloquent appeals as to the
last farthing of the Government fuuds being expended, and
the people still lett 1n the same position as they weie in
before »

Mr PEAKE rose to order He was sute the hon member
would not wilfully misrepreseat mm  What he had sad
wag, that the money would be usdessly expended

I'he ATTORNEY-GLNLRAL —It only wmounted to this,
that the people would be 1a the same position with regard to
employment as betore Assuming such to be the case, the
question was whether the money should be expended
1 supporting those who eat the ncid of idleucss or
upon those who were compelled to furnish even an n ade-
quate amount of labor for their <ustenance, was best
espended So far as the funds of the colony weie con-
cerned 1t wmade no difference, except that these funds
were more likely to be exhausted n the onc case than
i the other, for the temptation to claim iehef on the
plea of destitution, when peisons were not rcequired to give
any equivalent for such relief, would induce apphcations foi
it, which would not be madef an equivalent were required
Sq far, therefore, as the argument based upon the exhaustion
of the Government funds was concerned, 1t applied 1n an
equal on rather 1n 1 geater degree to the policy of the hon
member fou the Burra than to that adopted by the Govern-
ment  But he would go tarther and say that it was the duty
of the Government whenever 1t felt called upon to relicve des-
titution, to employ 4 laboi test 1 order to asceitain whether
the destitution arose from the idleness of the iwndividuals
themselves or from want of the opportunity of procuiing
employment The idea of turming this colony into a vast
pauper establishment was preposterous, and to propose
that the thousand persons for whom the Goveinment had
lately been obliged,to find employment should be relieved
by the Destitute Board 1 addition to those who would be
attracted by the knowledge that rehet could be had on easy
terms, would turn the countiy into one vist pauper
establishment, and would destroy tbat spint of inde-

endence on which the country depended for the mam-

enance of a proper tone of feeling amongst the laboring
classes  Lhe yesult of such a state of ﬁnngs would be
1s injuious as  could possibly be coucerved  1here
were ouly two ways i wlnch public i1elief could be
offered to destitute persons, which did not involve the
old pauper system of lngland One of these wis the
labor test sysfem, and the other that which was called
the Bastille o~ the woikhouse system  1lhe circumstances
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of this country prevent the crection of large buildings
1 which the sexes could be hept separate, and the othel
1estraints on freedom imposed m worhhouses woulq be prac-
tised, and this state of things depiived the Government of any
other course than that of adopting a labor test  He there-
fore contended that the Government had adopted a wise
wurse, It was not the first, and nught not be the last m
which the intervention of the Government ot the colony
would be called for to rehieve distress amongst the laboiing
population  If m an old and establhshed country ke
England, with its vast capital and great 1udustrial occupa-
tions, g0 large a pioportion of the people were dependant
upon public guapport, forthe means of sustenance, 1t must be
expected that i a colony hke tlus subject to such fiequent
fluctuations at all times, the ntervention of the Government
mght be necessary, and 1t was i1mpossible to say when
or how 1t mlg{t be 1equred At such a time
he believed that any Government adopting a  sys-
tem of relief without a labor test, would be acting as
tiartors to the trust reposed in them He could see nothing
more calculated to excite alarm, than that a Goveinment
should sty that every person claimmng relief on the giround
ot destitution should be entitled to 1t without giving any
equivalent But the hon member for the Burra not merely
attacked the general principle acted on by the Goveinment,
but also the mode i which 1t was carried out It would,
perhaps, be suflicient tosay thatthe employmentof these per-
sons upon the railway was effected whilst the House was m
session, and yet so far as lhe (the Attoinev-General) was
aware, not one word of objection was ever raised aganst the
system at that time He did not say thus as scehing to evade
any responsibihity which properly belonged to the Govern-
ment, but mercly to call attenton to thefact that no vowce was
then raised against the Government policy It was quite true
that the employment of these laborers led to a waste of
money,‘as the work which these people performed was not as
rofitable as that of persons whom contiactors would select
ut 1t was just beeause they were men whom contiactors
would not select or employ, and that, if the line were let, 1t
would prevent the Government fiom etaploying them, that
the Government stepped n  Lhe only gnestion was whether
the system resulted in a gamn, as compared with relieving the
people and requirimg nothmg in return It wasalways found
that employing suchdpcrsons was less profitable than employ-
mg men selected and sapervised by contractors or simlar
peisons, but that did not aflect the question as to whether
the Government wag justified mr employing them  Aad now
a word as to the general policy of the Government, 1n refe-
rence to the expenditure of money voted by the House He
always understood when the House voted money,
that it was not the intention of the House, nor was
1t the duty of the Government, that the money should be ex-
pended as soon as possible  Lhe feehing of the House had
always seemed through many sessions to be that the works
should be spread as far a8 possible over the whole time for
which the money was voted He believed 1t would be ex-
ceedingly unwise 1n the (rovernient to expend the wholeof
the money voted in the shortest possible tune It could at
any time be clearly seen that there was a temporaiy depres
sion which, 1f tided over for a feww echs would give way to a
time of prosperity, then the Government would be justiticd 1
taking such a course, but if the circumstances ot the countiy
were such as to show that 1f the whole of the money were
expendcd there would still be a4 large 4mount of distress,
then 1t was the duty of the Goveinment to spiead the money
equably over the whole period for which 1t was votcd et~
sonally he was ndifferent in one respect to the result of the
motion He believed if the motion ‘ot the hon memba for
Encounter Bay were cariied 1t would be absolutely at vani-
ance with the facts The uncidment of the hon member for
the Burra might mean anything or nothing but he (the
Attorney -General) could have wished that if hon membeais
believed they had just grounds tor censwie against the Go-
veinment, they had put then views in such ashape that there
could be no doubt respecting themn, and then let the matter
be fully discussed
Mi JOWNSEND said the Attorney-General scemed very
anxious that members of that House should at once pass
vote ot censure upon the Government, but he conld assure
the hon geutlemen that he nced not be 8o anxious, for 1t
would come m due time, when 1t would be assented to not
only'by members of that HouSe, but by the vorce of the country
The hon the Attorney-Gencral had made a long speech, but
what did 1t amount to? Why, merely to a lecture upon the
pauper system of Greal Britain  He did not hesitate to say
that the hon geatleman bad sought to throw dust in the
eyes of members of that IHouse. ~ When the Comumissioner
ot Puablic Works last year asked the House to vote sums tor
public works, he stated that plans and estinates would be at
once prepared and the works procceded with, 1n order to give
employment to a lar%e number of the unemployed The
Comprussioner of Pubhc Works stated that the distress
%xlstcd only amongst the unskilled laborers, but he (Mr
ownsend) demied that Chere were a lage number of s\alled
mechanics out of employment, who would have been employed
if public works had been pushed forward Why were
not numerous works which he might mention pushed on >
‘Why was the punting office not&x;occeded with, the alter-
ationsn the Post Othce paintin verninent-house, alter-
atwus to the Lunatic Asytum, &e » i the Commissione:

of Public Works had vigorously proceeded with thoge works
which had been sanctioned by the House, a lirge number of
both skilled and unskilled laborers would have been cm-
ployed The Government had donc moye than employ libor,
for'they set up a price for 1t, and more thaun that, they told
those to go about thun business who did not choose to
accept that price | Could the Attoiney-General shew that
any part of the world the Government established a price for
labor? e would ash the Commui~sioner of ’ublic Works
how he supported his assertion that he had pushed on pubhic
works when he found that averaging the dates, tenders
were cuiled  about the 1loth  Apnl  for  works
for which money twas voted on 10th November
The Attorney-General said 1t was customary to spread the
expenditute over a certan period , but i this mstance the
pruteip ol argument used to induce the Ivuse to vote the
money was the asswance that it would be unmmncdiatddy ex-
pended for the purpose of reheving the working clisses  He
belicved the motion to be strictly true, and that the country
knew 1t to be afiet, but 1f some hon members wished he
shox]ud }ch no objection to the substitution of the word
“rddieved

Mr YOUNG hoped to have heard such an explanation
fiom the Government as would have enabled lnm to oppose
the motion, but he had heard nothing to sitisfy him, and felt
bound to support the amendment of the hon member for the
Burra  He had listened attontively to the arguments of tho
Attorney -Generil, but 1t appeared to lnm that the hon gen-
tleman half the tume argued upontalse premises [he House
dd not complain of ‘what the Goveinmeut had done,
but of what they had not done Ihe Attorucy General
had stated that no voice was 1aused aganst the employment
of day labor when the House was sitting, but the reason was
that the 1louse was not pliced in possession ot the informa-
tion which 1t askcd for tn o1der to hnow how much was speat
on day labor On the 3rd December he gave notice foy a
return relative to the ren employed apon the Gawler Juxteu-
s10n Ime, a strong feshng exasting that the public money was
extravagintly spent 1n day labor, and that only halt the
work wos obtuned by thit system which would be obtained
by contract work  ‘I'o some Cxtent he agreed with the Com-
missioner of Pablic Works, behieving that a great einor had
been committed 1n voting large sums for pudblic buldings m
the 1mmedite neighbouihood of Adelude I'he object
should be to dissemun ite the laboeis over the countty, but
he co 11d not disest Inmself of the feeling that there had been
unnecessary delay, ard thit the evil mlgtiut have been checked
by n eathier ntoryeution on the part of the Government, by
an espenditure of the money voted by that House He
should support the amendraunt of the hon  member to the
Burra.

Mr BARROW felt that he counid not coasistently givea
stlent vote upon a question of so much tmpottanee, though
he came to the House without any intention of spedhing to
the question  Ife must confess he tolt disappomnted at the
explanation which had fallen from the lrcasuiy benches
(Ilear, hear ) He hoped to have heard + complete answer to
the rem irhs of the hon member fo1 Fucounter Bay There
were two or thrce points which must be very clcar to them
al)  Ihe first was, that last scssion they voted considerable
sums for public works  lhie next was that a very large por-
tion of that money remained uncapended, and the third was
that whilst tlus large uncapended vote was it the command
of the lreasurer and the Commussioner of Public Works, o
great nunaber of persons were out of employment (Ifear)
Putting those tacts together—tint the mouey was voted,
that the pesple werc out of empioy ment, md that the money
was not spent, 1t was ditheult to avoid voting with the hon
member for Encounter Bay  (Hear, hear) He w.shed the
case had Leeu diflerent, not beeuse he should have feft plea-
gure 11 voting against the hon memher for Eucounter By —
(a laugh)—but where thaye way a populat Government it
was a matter of pleasure and prude to him to support that
Government  Hear, hear ) He regretted, theicfore, that he
could not vote with the Governmcent He was aware that
the prictice m foumer years had been for the Commissionet
ot Publie Woiks and  othcrs  holding  analagous
gitaations  to retain mn thetr  posscssion  considel-
able sums voted for public works, and to spreid the
expenditure over a long serics ot monthy, as the Attorney-
Gener ]l had stated , and, if thae had not beenacpresenta-
tions of a different intention made when the money was voted
last session, the plea of the Attorney-General would have
much greater force than 1t now possessed (Heai, heal )
But when the House were asked to votelu ge sums for pubhic
worhs at the close of last session, 1t was repeitedly stated by
the Government that the object was toafford vamediate relief
to the labor market, anil thit the money could not be voted
at a better time  Although the Attoiney-Gencial was per-
feetly correct as to the general practice of former years, the
plea wlhch was uiged when the money was yvoted last £ession
prectuded lim from now availing lymself of the pregedent of
tormer ycars  (Heat, hear ) 1he House were called upon to
vote money because the state of the labor mairket was such
that it was desuable there should be meins of giving inme-
diate employment to a large number of persons  [he money
was voted—voted it the request of the Government, and upon
the distinet statement that their mmtention was to fuumsh -
meditte and legitimate employment to the people Yet, as
must has e been wedl known tocvery member of the ireasury
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benches public works had been delayed wlnist the people
remained uncmployed  (Hear, hear ) “But notwithstanding
tlus, he (Mr Barrow) still hoped that a satisfactory
angwer mught have been given by the Mmsty
He hoped to hive heard satisfactory re sons for those unex

pected delays but he had not heard them Ifthe Commissioner
of Public Works had shown rewsons of public policy why
this o1 that particular work had not been carred out, the
House could have estimated those reasons, and hive vindi-
cated the hon gentleman if they had proved satisfactory,
but what reasons did the Commssioner of Public Works
allege for not having commenced those works sanctioned by
the House, and which would have afforded employment to
the people® 1In the first place the Comnussioner of Public
Worls stated that he could not proceed with them because
he had not adranghtsman, yet, as had been pomted out, the
hon eentleman had also stated that the Colomal Aichitect’s
department was never tn so forward a state He could un-
deistand the distinction which had been drawn by the
Commissioner between a forward state and a satisfactory
state, butit wppeared to hum (Mi  Barrow) tbat the more
“{orward’’ the de})anment was, the less excuse there was
for any delay in the prosecution of those works which had
been sanctioned by the House (Hear, hear ) He conld not
gee how the Commmssioner ot Public Works could vindicate
any delay i the constsuction of works, when the Coloninl
Architect’s depaitment wae in 2 forward state, and when
the moncy was voted for hisuse He did not hnow if the
Comussione: of ’ublic Woiks intended to rely altogether
upon the plea of the bsence of a draughtsman’, butif any
member ot the Government could show that the department
wig obstructed or impeded 1n 1ts operations by the
absence of a draugbtsman, that would be a strong and vahd
reason for refusing to vote tor the motion, masmuch as the
House, by refusing a draughtsman, had cramped the opera-
tions of the department, and the blame would then rest upon
that TTouse and not upon the hon gentleman But he was
afrard the ympression of hon members was rather agamst
than for that supposition (Hear, hear ) Jf the hon gen-
tleman had stated to the House distinetly that he had spent
the money as fast as possible, the Houce might have rested
satisfied with stating that he should not have asked for
money so much fisterthanit could bespent, and that brought
him (Mr Bariow) to another point upon which he would
make a few remarks The Iouse should not, he thought,
sanction vofes for public worhs unless such works were really
sequuied, and that quitc irrespective of the labor market

Tor the sahe of public convenience all puhlic works should
be constructed as quickly as possible after the vote had been
taken but he considered” that money should not be asked for
on account of works which were not required A good deal
had been said about the Government interfering with the
labor market It had been said that the Goveinment should
not so interfere but solong as the Government mported
Jabor they did interfere  (Hea, hea ) It was futile to say
on the one hand—* nnport labor,”” and on the other—*“don’t
mterfcre with the labor market ™  1he mportation of
Jabor was an mtcrference in the strongest and most
wrect mwanner  So long therefore ag this importation
of 1 1hor contimued, they must not apply to the question ot
public employment, the ordinry rule of supply and demand

(Hear ) If the (Gor ermment were to spend thé pubhic money
10 1mporting Jabor 1t was useless to say *‘leave the cmployers
and the employcd to settle the mattel between themselves ™
It was clear that by impoiting labor the Gosvernment inter-
fered with the labor market and 1f thit interfercnce were
considercd desirable 1t would be theefore necessary to adopt
a policy consistent with that interference  Ihdre would,
however, be other opportumties of discussing the question of
immgration, and he would 8ay no more upon 1t With re-
gard to the question mmmediately before the ITouse he
believed 1t would have been more to the mterest of the colony
if the Commussioner ot Public Works L.ad carried on pubhc
improvements more vigorously during the eaily paut of the
scason He did not wish to advance this as a formal censure
upon the Government, viewing 1t theieby, as 1t was often
viewed as 1 sentence of official death  (Laughtér ) Hon

members might express themsclves strongly, beheving that
one member of the Government had made a mustake, or that
wnotlier had not been sufficiently active , 1t did not follow,
however, that every such censure should have a fatal effect
He dud not 1intend any censure at all more than his remarhs
conyeyed, but would take the amendment as deseribed by the
Attorney-General who bad called 1t “‘a truism ™ It maght
be a trwsm, or a soplusm, or an argument, but it
wds undoubtedly a fact that 1f the Government
had prosecuted public works more wvigorously, trade
would have been better, and many who were out
of work would have been recaiving and spending their
weekly wages He did not see how he could vote against
the motion, but he should, without pressing the matter fur-
ther, be satisfied with the result of the discussion, because
he was sure that such an excuse as that now adyanced fo
not §pending the public money would not be heard again tul
the present memba s of the Assembly had all vacate! thewr
geats (Laughter ) If 1t went to a division, he must vote
wgamst the Goveinment, but he was satisfied with the ex-
pression of thie views ot the House, and did not wish to be a
perty to any more direet form of censure He should, how-
evet, be voting agamst lus honest conviution were he to say

that he believed the utmost had been done to advance public
works, and find emplogment for the people  (Hear, hear)

The IREASURER said that the hon member for Kust
Foniens had said that in agreeing to this motion, he did not
mean toimpute censure to the Government, but if 1t was not
a censure he should like to know what 1t was

Mr BARROW explained that what he sa1d was he did not
use the word “censwe’” 1n the fatal sense usually given to 1t,
namely, a gertence of mimstenal death (L wehter )

The TREASURWKR said the eflect of the vote would be
for tature consideration JThe motion clearly mvolved a
censure upon the Government, and 1if pasaed, the House
would affirm that the Government had unjustihably post-
poned pudlic works lhe amendment did not relive the
motion of 1ts sting, and 1t appeared to hun that if the
House wished to censme the (rovernment, they might as
well do 1t 1n one way as the other Lhe allege® delay,
he contended, had not been borne out by a single fact
or argument which had been brought forward Ile con-
sidered, 1ndeed, that the hon member for the Buira had
given a specific reason why the Goveinment had not ex-
pended the money in their possession Lhe hon member
had compuicd the sums unexpended at the beginning of
1854, wntg the amount remumng uneapended at the end,
and, hecause the sum remaiming unexpended at the end
of 1859 wis greater than that at the end of 1857, he hd
argued that this was proof that the Government had
not expended as much as they ought to have If
the hon  membes, mstead of lookmg at the unexpended
balance, had looked to tlie whle expenditure, he would have
found that the expanditure in 1358 was larger than in 1857
In 1858, the tmount voted for public works was 105 3637,
and the unexpended balance 73,4007, so that the Goverament
were, 1n fact, authorised to expend 179,000/ during the year
The Supplementary Estimates were not authorised till
December, so that the Government were 1ncurring respon-
sibility 10 mcuriing any expenditure prior to that period
lheamount actuilly espended 1n 1858 was 168,000!, so that
the whole amount “at the disposal of the Government was
expended with the excoption of about 10,000/ Ihe
amount at the disposal of the Government on the 1st Januiry
last wes about 115,000, but 46,000/, had been spent during
the first quarter of the year, leaving a balance ot
99 000/, and 1f an equal amount to the hist quarter were ex-
pended durmg the next there would be at the end of that
quarter only a balance of 53,000 to expend, being a smalle
unexpended balance than 1n any previous year He would
not touch upon any particular item or upon any particulir
work said to bave becn delayed, becanse the Comoussioner
of Public Works was the only meinber of the Government
who could go into that question, but looking at the sums
voted by that House he had shown that expenditure had
gone on in a larger ratio than in previous years  There waie
several works wlich had been sanctioned, which there were
good reasons tor not proceeding with IMor instance thealtera-
trons at the Post Office were not proceeded with, because when
the plans and specihcations were considered 1t was found
that the expenditure would be 1bsolutely thrown away, as
suffictent accominodation would not be atforded  So1n refe-
rence to the Hospit U at the Port, 1t was found necessary, 1n
order to 1ender 1t effective that a larger grant should be ob-
tained  Lhere was no other point to which he was desnous
of lluding, butf the House thought the Government had
not ptoceeded sufliciently 1ipidly with the works which had
been ordered, there could be no doubt that expresswon of opt -~
nion involved a censure upon the Government, and he should
conscientiously vote against the motion because it had been
shewn by the Comnuszsionet of Puablic  Works,
and 1t could be demonstrated, that theie had been
no delay in the prosecution of pudbhc works Lhe
destitution which had arsen had not argen fiom
the conduct of the Government, 23 whatever wotks had been
undert aken, the labor marhet would have been affected, but
to a very trifling extent, but the fuilure of the haivest of 1857
produccd the distrcss  and the deciense mn the value of ex-
ports last year left 355,000/ less than in the previous year in
the hands of the communtty to expend

Mr PEAKE 1n explanation, sud he had quoted the un-
expended balances fror the returns betore the House, and
had shown that large amounts were 1n the hands of the
Commssioner of Pubhic Worhs at the close of those years
He had blamed the policy of the Government for keeping
80 large a balancc unexpended

M1 S{RANGWALS said the Commissioner of Public
Works had dragged the Colonial Architect 1nto the discus-
sion, ind hoped, apparently, he would have a monopoly of
Iim, and that no onc would allude to him because the Colo-
mwal Architect would have no opportunity of reply He
(Mr Stiangways) had never alluded to the Colomal Archi-
tect, for he did not hike shitting the blame from a chiet ofhcer
to a subordinate, paiticularly where the latter was undeserv-
g of it Ihe Commssioner of Public Works did not hke
to appropriate any blame to hims If in tlus resolution but
sud that the delay in catrying out pubhic works to1 which
mouey had been voted arose trom the House having retused
to vote the salary fo1 a draftsman At the sume time thehon
gentleman stated that the Colomal Architect’s Ofhee was
neyer in a more forward state, and these two stitements
ecrtainly appeared iconsistent  If, ag stated by the Com-
missioner of Public Works, everything was 1n so torwatd a
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state, where was the necessity for extra assist-
ance ? The Compussionet of Publc Works  had
alluded to a4 statement, inade by some builders, that 1if
public works were cairied out, the piice of labor would be
increased , but what right had the Commussioner of P iblic
Works to go round to builders and 1~k whether 1t would be
advisable that public works should be undertaken or not?
It appeared the hou gentleman was 1n the habit of taking
the dvice of builders upon these points or else his remarks
had been migunderstood, ltke those which he 1ecently sent to
the Cential Road Board, and which weie intended to have a
directly contrary meaning to that which could fauirly be placed
upon them The Attorney General had tn fact carefully
avoided touching upon the question before the House, and
had cntered upon the question whether Government should
mterfere between the employers and the emaployed
1he Attoiney-General tetmed the motion as amended
4 trmism  whilst  the ‘Tieasurer regirded 1t as a
tiutsm with a sting mat, so that there was a slight difTerence
ot optnion amougst that hippy famuly  lhe Commissioner
of Public Works endeavored to disprove the motion, and
the Attoiney-General adnutted 1t was pertectly trae It was
smgular, but 1f ever there was any chince of a motion berng
carricd aganst the Government atter two or three members
of the Government had spoken, the Attorney-General
always got up nd admatted 1t was all perfectly correct ‘Lhe
Attorney General had said that labor was applied n this
natance as 4 test, and to procure the eolony some retuin for
the outlay of the Government but the hon gentleman had
quite left out the providing the means of hving for the un-
employed It had been said that if the money had been pliced
1 the hands of the contractors for the Kapunda railway, they
might ot have employed the same men but he believed that
gome of these very men were sent to the Ceutial iload Board
and were employced It mught be true that the course usnally
pursued was to advertise for tenders and spread the expendi-
ture of the public moncy over a certain penod, but o this
case the House had voted money upon the distinct under-
standing that woiks would be cairied out as expeditiously as
possible  One hon member (Mr Barrow) hid said that it
did not follow every motion of this kind should have a fatal
result and that 1t did not, had been repeatedly proved in
that Honse to the cutire satisfaction ot hon members [hin-
skinued persons might have looked upon resolutions which
had pigsed the House as censures, but they had no fatal
results for the gentle men on the Mlinistenal benches, nor did
he anticipate that tlus motion wouid The motion never
would have becn tabled 1w the manner m which
1t had been but for the emphatic denial of the Compussioner
of Public Works of the statumeut made by the hon member
for the Sturt  The Commssioner of Public Works had, by
his own admission, shewn that the stutement which he had
presiously made was quite incorrect  One good 1esult would
accrue from the motion—it woul? arouse the gentlemen on
the Preasury DBenches, who minaged just to keep awake
duing the session, but durmg the recess became political
dotinice He would point out that it carried the resolution
would only be + record ot opinion  He was quite willing to
adopt the amendment of the hon meraber for the Buria, and
would aak the leave of the [Iouse to do so

The SPEAKER put the question, that the words pioposed
to be omitted stand partof the quustion, which was niga-
tived

Mt MACDERMOILT wasg desiious of moying an amend-
ment, remarking thit the form of the motion o1 "amendment
was exceedingly mconvement to the country If the hon
members who had brovght them forward werc desirous of
taking the places of the piesent Government, a much moie
stimghtforward couse would be to table a motion of waint
of confidence He did not hnow that the motion would have
guch impoitance and he should regret 1f 1t had such conge-
quences  He was desirous of moving the previous question

“Lhe SPLAKER said the hon member could not do so at
present [he motion that the words proposed to be 1dded
be so added was then put, and negatived by a majonity of 3,
the votes, Ayes, 9, Noes, 12 being as follows —

, AyYrs—Messrs Banow Dufiield, Hawker Mildred, Owen,
Stiangways, Lownsend, Waik, and Peake (teller)

Nogs—1lhe Attorney-General, the Commigsioner of Crown
Lands, the Comuussioner of IPublic Works, Messrs Bagot,
Cole, Collison, Hallett, Macdeimott, Rogers, Scammell,
Shaunon, and the Ireasurer (teller)

1 he cffect was that the onignal motion was cut off to the
word *“would

Mr MACDLRMOTLT rose to move the previous question

Mr STRANGWAYS urged that the hon member had
already spoken

Lhe SPLLAK LR said that any hon member who had not
spohen could move the previous question

Mr HAWKER would then move the previous question
During the discussion he had felt great difficulty as to how
he should vote upon the question, because he could not
acquit the Government altogether of blame in the matter,
and yet he did not think they were so much to blame as to
make 1t a question of a trial of strength to turn the Govern-
saent out  After the Jdebate, and the severe handhing which
the Comnissoner of Public Works had 1ecuived, the thought
1t very likely that the object of the motion would be gained,
and that ctheie would be no repetitton of the course
which had been adopted by the Commussioner of Publc

Works He thought blame did not attach 90 much to
the Government and the Commssioner of Pablic Works tor
not laving put the work i1n hand soonel, as for the state-
ment made by the Commissioner of Public Works last session
when each vote was taken, that the works were to be imme-
diately commenced for the purpose of 1elieving the distress
amongst the working clisses He had never believcd that
thuse works would afford the amount of relief to the particul u
class they werentended to relieve, and 1t would have been far
better to have expended a large sum upon roads and works
of that desciiption to employ uunskiled labor He had ob-
jeeted to works bemg undertakeun in Adelaide, and beheved
that 1f tlre Commissioner ot Public Works had not ponted
out the necessity of them last session he would not have been
80 severely handled during this debate  He remembered that
last sesson a draughtsman was ashed for in the Colonial
Architect’s Office and refused by the ITouse On the previous
day he had becen into the Colonial Architect’s Office, and had
requested to look at the plans and specifications of buildings
1 course ot erection He looked at the plans and specihca-
tions of the Registry Othce, and found that after the Colo-
mial Architect had completed plans ground plans and ele-
vations, they were then handed over to a diaughtsman to
mihe wotking drawings for the contiactors e saw 14
large shects containing such plans, and was mformed that it
would take a draughtsman at least three wechs ot a month
to prepare them If all the warks which had been sanctioned
were to have been undertaken by the Government, 1t was
clear that therc must have been a great deal ot assistance n
the Colonial Architect’s oflice, and thereforc he thought the
Comnussioner of Pubhic Woiks should not have lad so
much stregs upon the rehef which these works would

afford  to the working classes because they coull
not be put m hand mmediately after the votes
had been tiken as the plans would take a long

timae to prepsre He believed one of the most judicious
things the Government had done had been placing 10,000{ at
the disposal of the Central Road Board He had recently
seen some woiks executed 1n the north by this vote and 1f
all the works were equally well done, the moncy hadcettanly
been mostjudiciousty expended Hedid not thunk the Govein-
ment had a right to %et work done tor less than what 1t was
actually worth, and for this 1eason he was strongly opposed
to the limatation of wages to 4s aday Let a tnan earn 83 or
9s aday, if he chose to work  Lookmg at the whole qgues
tion, though the Government were not fiec from blamen the
matter, he did not tlunk 1t should be made a point on which
to tutn them out The dely, . the pubhe
business which would be caused by such a course
would be far morc Joss than anything which could be
gained by it He hoped the effect ot the debate would be to
}nake the Commissioner of Public Worhs tkote carcful for the

utue

Mr DUFFIELD seconded the pirevious question ‘Lhe
Attorney-General had said that no disipprobation had been
expressed at the employment of day labom last session , but
if the hon gentleman would look to the Hansaid of the 8th
November, he would hind that he (3r Duflield) brought the
question forward He was pleased to hedl the hon member
for Victoria speak favorably ot the Cential Road Board He
believed the secret was that the men under that Board had
been employed by piecework

Mr ROGERS supported the previous gquecstion, though
not wishing to scicen the Government He did not believe
1f all the works had been uadertaken that the labor marhet
would have been relieved to any considerable extent Had
it not been for a deficient harvest there would have been no
lach of employment

Mr SCAMMELL supported the amendment of the hon
member for Victona. Ile beheved the distress winch had
been expertenced arose not only from a dehcient harvest, but
from absenteeism, many paities drawing laige sums fro.n
the colony without having imported any capital to 1t

Mr MLILDRED would suppoit the previous question, not
because he believed the Com nissioner of Public Works to be
free from blanie, but because lie beheved the origimal motion
more severe than the Goveinment descrved  He hoped 1t
would not be necessary to 1cad another lesson to the gen-
tlemen on the Tieasury Benches

‘1he previous question was cuited and the tlouse
adjourned at smnutes to 5 o’cloch till 1 o’clock on the {ol-
lowing Friday

FRrIDAY, MAY 20
The SprAXER took the chawr at two minutes past

1 o’clock
THE TRUCIK SYSTLYM

Mr SOLOMON presented a petition fiom 126 working
men, prayings the House to take measures to abolish the
tiuck ‘system, and the practicc amongst contractors of only
prwing thewr workmen a portion of the wages due to them
weekly

HINDMARSH

Mr COLE presented a petition from the District Council
and 192 inhabitants of Hindmarsh, praymg for the catablish-
ment of a Local Court 1n that loculity
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RAILWAY TO 1HE MURRAY
Mr BAKEWELL piesented a pctition from the inhabi-
tants of Mount Crawiord and viaimty praymg for the con-
struction of a line of ratlway from Gawler to the Munay, by
way of Lyndoch Valley and Mount Crawford

PUBLIC HOLIDAY

Mr GLYDE asked the Attoiney-General by whose autho-
rity the Government Offices were closed on April 23rd, with-
out any notice The oflices were closed not only on Good
Friday but upon the following Siturday, to the great
mcontenwnee of many patties, and himselt amongst_the
numher -

The ALTORNEY-GLNERAL rcquested the hon member
to give notice of the question

1HE HARBOR TRUST
The COMMISSIONER OF FUBLIC WORKb»> stated
reply to Mr Ieynolds, that he beheved the Chiet Secretary
was still a member of the Hairbor 1rust

FTHE STEAMER CORIO

Mr STIRANGWAYS wished an explanation in reference
to the mal steamer Corto, which did not call at Glenelg on
Wednesday evering for the supplementary mail  He wished
to hnow what arr'ngemcnts had been made by the Govein-
ment for sending the supplementary mail to Kangaroo Island
A notification had been made by the Post Office that the mul
would close at 4 o’clock 1n the atteinoon, but that letters
wonid be recenned till 6 o'clock upoun p.ymeut of sixpence,
and be forwarded by the supplementay mul  As he had
before smd, the mul was not called for at Glenclg, and at
11 o’cloch at night a messige was furwarded to the Post-
mster-Geneal to state that no stermer was to be seen, and
esking if the mail should be foiwarded by the Alert T'he
Postmaster-General 1eplied in the affirmative, and the cutter
was despatched, but from stress of weather she was not able
to teach hangwoo Islwd  He was informed that the con-
tract with the Cerio was that she should cill at the Glenelg
Jetty, weather permitting  ‘Lhecrew were put ow board the
Alertn a small dingy, 30 that the mai bost could have
experienced no duficuity wn putting the mail on board the
Cono  But he wa3 intormed that there was really no mten-
tion from the first of calling at Glenelg , and, as a proof that
thete wag no intertion a tdegraphic message was sent to
the agents of the viesel 1 Adelavle, requesting the agent
10 embark at the Port mstead of Glenelg If the mal con-
tractors were allowed to :cfuse to call for the supplementary
mail, the inconvenience not only to tlic merchants of this,
but the neighbouing colony, would be great, and he beheved
that the 1nconvemence winch would on ting occasion be felt
by His Iixcellency the Governor would be very gieat, all lus
despatches being 1 the supplementary mul boxes Hethoped
the Governmaent would compel the mail contiactor to obey
the ordel of the Yost Office, but, m the mecantime, he was
anx10us to know what arrangements hat been made for de-
gpatching the mail to angaroo Island  In order to elicit
discussion upon the subject, he would move that the House
at its nising adjourn till the following Tuesday

lhe AITORNEY GF¥NELRAL samd 1f the hon member
wished to obtain irformation upon the subject, he should be
happy to affo1dd 5t, but he wasnot going to be led 1nt » a dis-
cussion upon the subject upon a motion so utterly imelevant

Mr TOWMNSEAND asked the Speaker 1t 1t was not grute
customarvin the House of Commons to mike 4 mere formal
maotion ot tlus kind and then to put questions to the Govern-
ment upon any subject on which 1mformation was required
He believed that very important qaestions had been put to
the Governmeat by such 2 process  Such a course as that
which had been adopted by the hon member tfor luncounter
Bay he believed to be perfectly in 1ecordince with Parha-
mentary usage, and, it so, he could not help t'unking that
the Attoiney Genceral had treated the House with great dis-
courtes

Lhe SPEAKER said the hon member had been quite in
order 1n the motion and 1n the question which he had put
Had the hon membu simply asked the question, he tould
not have made the explanation which he had

M1 REYNOLDS asked the Attorney-General what ar-
rangcments the Goveinment had made to dispatch tbe sup-
rlementary mul?

Ihe AI'lORNEY GENERAL would be happy to give
every mformition m s power lhe contrict with the
owneis of the Corio was, that she was to call at tne Glenel
Jetty, wind and weather permitting, and that inast be left
absolutely, 1n the first instance, to the master of the Corto,
but he ind the owners would afterwards be 1esponsible to
the Government  In the exercise of his discretion, the
master did not call at the Glenelg Jetty, but whether he
would be enabled to yustify that course was aquestion which
he wonld not enter upon, 18 he had not the facts before im
on wineh to form 1n opioion  The Government mstantly

rocured the services of the Aleit, wnd put the mail on

oard, but the Alrt having been duven back,
the Government bad made anangements to  dis-

iteh the Young Austrahian, which 1t was hoped would reach

epean Bay 1n sufiicent ime  Just as he came to that
House that day he parted with the Chief Secretary, who was
then gong to expedite a8 much a8 possible the arrangements
tor the despatch of thot vessel

DISTILLATION
Mr PEAKE referred to a remark in His E‘zcellencg's
speech to the effcet, that it was mtended to mmtroduce a Bill
to amend the Act relating to the culture of the vine in South
Australin, and as the action of the Government might influ.
ence the opmions of hon members upon the Distillation
question, 1t was highly important the House should be 1n
possession of the plans the Government had 1n view  When
smght the House expect the Government would be cnabled
to place them in possession of the course which they
intended to follow m reference to this question ®
1hc ALTORNEY-GENERAL said the object of the Bill of
which hie had given notice tor the following [hursday, was to
mve faclities for distilling from not only the produce of the
vineyard, but the orchard, and thus enable parties to distil
from fimats winch would otherwise be thrown away, leaving
gramn and potafocs, or what ruight be terned field produce,
under the operation of the existing law

YANKALILLA

Mr TOWNSENTD put the questton m his name—
¢ [hat he will ask the Hon the Attorney-General (3r
Hanson) if the person holding the appointment of bail:ff of
the Local Courts of Yankallla and Normanville 18 also a
mounted police-constable >’

The ACTORNLY-GENERAL believed that the peyson at
present performing the duties was a mounted police-consta-
ble, but constables were never employed 1 that way where
the Magistrate could find a smtable person for the perform-
ance of such dutics

IMMIGRATION

Mr 1OWNSEND moved—

“1hat i the opimion of this House the Government

should immedrately mstruct the Emigration Agentin, London
to discontinue sending any free emigrants from Britan for
twelve months ™'
He had been nduced to place the motion on the paper, not
becwse there was some excitement 1n the public mind upon
the subject, but he lways had the vicws which he at pre-
gent entertauped upon the question In the first address
wiich he had 1ssued to lus constituents, he had piotested
against any portion of the public money bemng devoted to
mmmigration  ‘He wished the subject discussed, because
when 1t was brought forward on 17th December last, there
was a vety thin House It was impolitic and ubnjust that
the public money should be expended for the purposes of
immgration , impolitic, because notwithstanding the state-
ments which had bécn made to the contrairy, 1t was notorious
that large numbers of the ymmig: ants imported at the ea-
pense of South Australia had gone to the neighbouring
colony of Victorin At the present time 1t was =2
tact that there were large numbers of skilled and
unskilled laboureis out of employ Nominated 1mmgrants
who arrived here displaced othe's who were ;n work before,
and therefoire 1t was unpolitic to 1mport them Wasg 1t far
to buing parties here to compete with workmg men whose
labor was thewr only capital ? It would be no more unfair on
the part ot the Governwment to ntroduce cornsacks or any
other commodity because there was o searcity In connec-
tion wath immigration the very money winch was sent home
was derived from the taxation of the people. It was opposed
to all true pohitical economy for the Government to intro-
duce 1abor At the present time theie was no demand for
labor of any lind, and he therefore confidently asked the
House to assent to the motion  He did not anticipate oppo-
sition, believing the Guverninent would assent to the motion ,
but he should certaimly divide the House on the motion

Mr SOLOMON secondud the motion, remirking that he
thought those who on a former oceasion hdd opposed a re-
solution of this hind must now be satished that the views
which they took on that occasion were not coriect He be-
heved that the object sought to be attained—the discofi-
tinuance for n tinie of immigration—was correct 1 principle
It was not likely that the resumption of immigration would
be required for a considerable period If the Housc looked
at the large amounts winch had been expended m mmigra-
tion, and calculated what would have been the probable
effects of an expentiture of that money m public works,
they would at once declare in favor of the latter course
Had the money been expended in pubhe works there would
have been no necessity for mmporting imumgrants, as 4 suffi-
cient number would have been attracted from other places
Had half  the amount expended 1 mpugration
been expended 11 public works he believed they would have
hid a much larger number of persons here than at present,
and there would have been full employment for all  Those
who opposed on a former occasion the motion which he
brought forward on this subjcet, would, he thought, now
admt that theic was an absolute necessity to carry out such
a system as that proposed It was not merely amongst un-
skilled laborers that want of employment was felt, there
being t large number of skilled 1aborers who were unable to
obtarn employment  When there was a superabundance of
labor it was absolutely unjust on the part of the Government
to itterapt to introduce a larger number of men The aigu-
ments in connection with the subject had been so
frequently repeated in that House and 1n the public press,
that 1t was unnecessiry to dwell upon them at any length
He believed a majonty of the House were 1n favor of a dis-
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sontinuance of immigration, wnd his optnion was that to con-
tinue 1t at the present time would be like throwing noney
mto the sea A large proportion of those who had been im-
ported at thie expense of the calony had gonc ta Victora  If
auy one calculated the number wh had been imported, and
thie nutural increase, and compared the gross amount with
the actual populition, 1t would be found that the populition
was far short of what 1t ought to be. It the country were
polled friom end to end he believed nineteen-twenticths of
the population would be 1n favor of a discontinuance of 1m-
mrgration

Lhe COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS rose at
that early puiod of the debate to state that he intended to
oppose the motisn It appeared to lum that for seveind
reasous 1t had been prematuiely placed before the House Iu
the first place the hon member (M1 Baiiow) had moved for
returns which were being prephred as quichkly as thar volu-
mimous chaiacter would peymit and when prepired wounld
put a great deal of informafion bearing on the subject before
hon niembers, and a8 the hon membau fur Muast Torrens had
given notice of motion upon thesubject, 1t cert unly appeared
as if the hon member for Onhapaiinga wanted to take the
wind out of the sails of that hon member He would diaw
attention to the fact that immigiation was regulated by an
Act of the Legislature, and 1t would be hardly tur of
that House by a simple resolution to override that
Act, without affording the other branch of the Legislature
an opportuntty of expressmgits optmon  With regard tothe
prinaipleinvolved, the stoppige of ficc immigiation he would
pomt out that by an Act of the Legislaturc ol 1857, 1t was
provided that iminigrants should consist in part of parties
nomnated by residents in the colony, who pad pait of the
expense of such immgrants and virtually became respon-
sible for starting theinin ufe upon their arrival here, and
partly of free immigrants  The immigration of both of these
cl1sses was based upon the prmeaiple, that the nuinber from
Lngland, {reland, and Scotland, should be 1egulated accor-
ding to the population of those sepirite portions of the
Unjted Kingdom 1hat Jaw had Leen strictly cai-
riel out Dby lim as the hewd of the depirtment,
but what would be the effect if the resolution before the
House were carrted® The nominations taken out 1a the
colony, so far as he could ascertain very fir excceded (he
pioportion for Teland which the lIhw admitted It was
necessary within certain periods, which for convenicnce were
the financial petrods of the several votes, that the proportion
slhiould be equalised It the resolution hefor: the House weie
passed, the effect would be that the law could not be carri~d
out, a very large preponderance must be mmported from
Ireland, and the equilisation contemplated by the frce immi-
grants selected by the Immugration Agent could not be
carried out  £he returns in couse of preparation bore upon
tins subject, and a3 the resolution, if cariied, could not be
sent to kngland for a month, he thought 1t would be better
to postpone the motion till those returns had been produced
He was strongly convinced, however unpopular the tdew might
be, that 1t wasimportant to the best interests ot the colony
that there sbould be a well-matured system of moderate m-
ougration  He should not be deterred from expressing that
opmuon, and go far as he was concerned the discussion had
not come too soou for him  He was not afraid of expiessing
wbat he believed to be foi the best 1nterests of the eolony
He was quite awre that during the gold mama 1 Victona
m1ny of those imported at the expense of Sonth Austialia
did go to that colony, but a gicat many came back and he
believed that the system had now been thoroughly
but a step to By a return for the past year 1t would be scen
that the balance of immigration over emigiation was i our
1avor by 600, which wax sufficient to dispose of whit hid
fallen from previous speakers  No one could regret more
than he dul the temporary want of employment which had
existed, but he was quite satisfied that all who came to the
colony would ultimately find themselves in independent, cir-
cumstances  Although he deeply regretted the want of em-
ployment which had ‘exasted, it had arisen fiom chcum-
stances over which no one could exeicise any control  With
regard fo the character of the unmigration now
brought to the colony, the House must not lose
sight of the fact that a very much improved system
was 1n force, and that every immigiint now had to

153 m review before the Emmigrition Agent in Coglwnd
The report of Dr Duncan stated that the numgrants
selected by Mr Moorhouse were of a very superior descrip-
twa compared with those who had been” selected formerly
Ly the Commissioners  He believed thit all working men
would ultimately find employment but if the system now 1n
force had been in force for the Iast five years, the House
would not have been ctlled upon, as they liad been durmg
the Lt few months, to relieve the want of employment He
would call attention to the report for the first quarter of
1859 to show how extremely undesirable 1t would be to stop
female 1mmigration, 232° single women rcadily finding
cmployment 1n a4 short time le trusted that the onse
wouid” not lose sight of these facts, and cumly and edis-
passionately consider this vesy important question  He felt
1t his duly to oppose the motion

Mi BAGOL said this was one of those subjects on
which there had already been cousiderable discussionr He
felt he must vote for the icsolution  He, hopul  however,
that the mover would consent to a shght alteration, so that
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frec immigration would not be entuely stopped so far as
domestic servants were concerned It appeared to hum thag
was the only strong pownt wluch could be urged by the Com-
mssionet of Crawn Lands  Lhe necessity of keeping up a
flow of fem le immigration to the colony would, he thought,
be admitted In the nughbouriug Lol‘;my of Victoria the
male population was conaideribly tn excess of the female, but
here, tortunately, the number of malesand females was pretty
equal It was of the utmost tmportance to the wellare of the
colony tht thus proportion shoull bekept up If by means of
public wo ks tius colony were made more attractive than at
presont, the prob «bility was that the proportions would be
cdustuibed and that there would soon be a far greater num-
ber of males than females  Men were of a moic roving dis-
positionr than women, and conseq tently there would pro-
bibly be a fu greater number of males than females commg
ty o gowng from the colony It would be injurious to the
beat tetests of the colony that the males and females
should not be kept as ncary equil in number as possible
No wmury coull, he thought, result trom stopping free
male immg ttion for 12 months 1t was not neccssary to go
1nto the question as to what the necessitics of the colony weie
as regrded labor, but 1t had often struck him that 1f the
money which had been expended on ymmgiation had been
expended n works us_ful to the community—such as roads,
and in developing the resouarces of the colony—the colony
would have been 11 a far more advanced state, even as 1e-
garded the number of 1ts inhabitants  Those were Jug views,
aud he thought they must be palpable to all, cxcept peirhaps,
employers of labour  Lhev weie theie to look atter the inte-
rests of the colony generally, and must not merely consider
the mterests of the employer or the cinployed  He believed,
however, that the employer would be bunelitted 1f the course
proposcd by the motion were adopted  Dunng the last three
or four years he found 1t was no ungomumon thing
for immigrants to go direct from the vessel 1n
w hich they were impor ted to the neighbouaiing colony, mnstead
of remaming nere to become uscful membeis ot society
Manv others came here, not for the purpose of settling, but
mercly to get sufficient money to enable them to go to one of
the other colonies He hoped the alteration he had suggested
would be adopted s0 as not to exciude female immigiation
Tius would not only cairy lus vote, but that of other hou
members

Mi McELLISILR supported the motion, and expressed
a wish that the office of Immigiation Agent were wbolished
It was heartless to bring mev here when thaie were number s
atanding 1t the corners of strects from week to week unable
to obtrn employ ment

Mr COLY did not see why this colony should furnish
females for Victoria any more than males = If the amend-
ment were imtended to have that effect he shouid opposc 1t.

M: DUFFIELD could not allow the question to go to the
vote without expressing hts views e pirtly agrced with
the tesolation, but 1n principle he disagieed with 1t wn tolo
He admutted that at present it was not deswrable to unpoit
mote immigrants, particulaily of the class ot whoun at the pre-
sent moment there were so many out of employ The moton
he thiought was untonely, 18 retuins had been moved for
and would be shortly turnished, which would gue informa-
ion as to the particulu lass who had becn thiown on the
public resources  Such 4 question should not be dealt with
impulsively It could not be sud there weie no wncans of
employ ment, for the tulls abounded with copper and there
were millions ot acres 1equiung cultivation which would afford
employmient for the millions of Curope  There would be an
abundant supp’y for all  But during the last two or three
agagons thcre%ad been a deficiency 1n the harvest, and those
who had been in the habit of employing labor, had been
throwniuto such a position that Lhe{) could not  If the next
harvest were a good one, he did not believe there was a man
1n South Australia willing to work who would not readiy
obtun employment Hedid not look at the question as an
employer, but as a colomist  He looked at the inteiests of
the country, and not meiely to one class o1 another, but to
the general welfare of the community Ihey knew that to
the North there was abundance of copper, and all that was
required was Jabor and cipital It was not, however, the
want of eapital which had biought about the late scarcity
ol ciuployment, but it was a dehuent harvest Although
we wete rather defictent of capital at piesent, theie was
plenty on the other side of the water , and)f they could show
that there was copper to be dug trom the bowels of the earth,
and that there was labor to do 1t with, the capital would soon
be scnt here  When the returns which had been alluded to
were furmshed, he thought 1t would be found that those who
had suffered from want of employment had not been accus-
tomed to the worh which we had to give them  He had
three men working for him, who had long Leen stiaiming
every nerve, and laywug by their small earnings, to enable
themn to send for then {izends  Dhd that look 181 this was a
bad place to emgrate to®> He had said befure that

he believed some bettes system mght be adopted,
bat to adopt such a rcsolution as  thit  before
the House would do more njury to South Aus-

tralia than anythimg wiich had ever been done by that
Parhament It would be in the recollection of the House
thit the Germans had petitioncd to be allowed to share n
the Lenets of imnmigrition  Lhey were cettaihly as poor a
chiss as any that wuved bere, yet they had not proved bui-
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dens, and they evidently d:d not consider this such abad
country to come to He should vote agunst the motion,
and 1f he could not do better should suppoit the amendment
of the hon meimber for Light

Mr ROGERS seconded the amendment

#r REYNOLDS must confess he fclt disposed to go with
the amendment ot the hon membet for Taght He would
{118t deal with the arguments of the hon mernber (o1 Barossa
That hon member sfated that we had labor here whirh was
not suited to the circuinstances ot the colony,
but was that any reason that we should send any
more capital for the purpose of getting some lahor perhaps
a little more suttable® He thoughtit would be better to make
uge of the matetial which vas here aud endeavor to bing
it up to the pmf)er standard, than to send more moncy away,
to get labor perhaps not a bit more suitable than thit which
we already had 7Theie wasno guarantee that free or assisted
immigration under the present system would be more suit-
able  He did not think that the arguments of thehon mem-
ber would hold water—excuse the remarh--but that
was his element (Laughter ) He was perfectly satisfied
that no imyury could result {rom the suspen<son ot immigra-
tion for one year, and had expressed that conyiction on former
occasions  [Look at the vast numbers for'whom the Govein
ment had been compelled to find employ nient, and yet 1n the
face of that 1t was said we wanted more nnmgrants
Already they had been compelled to vote £10,n00
ton  the rehet of the vnemployed, but f all
the available funds we e sent home for more rmmigrants,
where was the money to come from to employ thenr when
they arrned 2 Lhev were told by the hon member for
Barossa there was plenty of copper n the lnlls  Very well,
then, why not work 1t » for there was plenty of lahor
Lhen 1t was saud there avas plenty of land waiting
to be ploughed [I'hen, why not ploughit? for there was
tenty of labor but to spend any more money to import
abor of that particular desetiption, wineh was already super-
abundant, would he contended, be smcidal  If theire was so
much copper, why not develop 1t? If there was so much
tand why not cultiv 1ite1t > Lhere was plenty of labor to be
had for 38 a diy, and on no account, sad the Government,
give mote than 4s a day Itcould not be on account of the
high price of labor that labot was not employedin the pursuits
which had been referred to by the hon member for Earossx
There must be another reason, and he bclseved that to be the
want of capital Fust let them have the capital, and then
would be time enough to unport labor L he circamstances of
the colony were widely different now from what they wereat
the early period of 1ts existence , the land had been cult:-
vated, and they had already began to talk of what they were
to do with their swplus gram LT hey had heard ot fiee dis-
tillation 1n_order to make av-ulable the %;ram alieviy pro-
duced What ! bring ont more Jabor when the land was
already over-cultvated® At all ¢vents there wns plenty of
}abor, and let those who chose cultivate a little more The
Commuissioner of Crown Lands said hce should oppose the
motion , of course the hon gentleman would, for thete was
asum upon the Fstimates for moie wnmigrnts, but the
ar gument enuunciated by the hon gentleman was one
ot the shallowest he ever heard It was tiue that
the Act of 1857 provided that the Governor should
make certain regulations 1n refetence to immigrants, ind
because the Governor had done so the hon gentlernn held
that we were therefore bound to bring out nmnugrants  He
could not understand that argument He did not want to
lemslate upon the guestion for years to come, but he thought
the time had arrived when there nught be a stop to immigra-
tion for 12 wonths, and for thit reason he would support the
amendment 1he House, 1n dealing with the question
should not look merely to one particular 1ntercst, but to the
ciccumstances of tne colony as a whole

Mr BARROW thought 1f the House were required to
come to a deliberate oprmon upon the subjcct that day it
would be mmpossible to entertun any other business He
should not think 1t vight to dispose of 80 mportant a ques
tion without full discussion, and giving every member an op
portunity of expressing his opinion  (Hear, hear ) He was
well aware that thig colony had thriven under a system of
free nnmigration  He did not want to qu stion that, nay,
he would go further and say that circumstances might anise
when 1t might be necessary to vote laige sums for tmmigra-
tion But the House had to deal not with the past tustory
of the colony, but the piresent ‘1he gnestion was, whether
the c¢olony was now sulfenng from 1 suptrabundance
of labor and  whether 1t was  nccessary n
the face of a dehciency in capitil o send awiy a portion
of that capital for the purposc of 1mapm ting labot wineh they
dud not want  (Hear, bear )  They had eapital in deficiency
and labor 1n excess and theiefore 1t was expected that
they should send awav a portion of that ot wiich they had
too hittle, for the purpose of importing that of which they
had too much  (Lavghter ) Some days since he hid moved
for certain rctuins 1n connection with nnwmgration, with
the view f the retwin justitied him 1n taking that co. rae,
of tabling some motion upon the subject, but whether the
hon member for Onhapannga thought the 1nfor mation not
necessary, or whether he copsidcred himself sufficiently
intorme personally upon the subject, or whether,
as mns perhaps the case, he did not want the
returns at atl, lie could not say, but the hon member
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called upon the Houseto vote upon a qrestion upon
which the House expected shortly to receive Jargc and impor-
tant mformation  He did notattribute to the hon member
any desire to take the wind out of us (Mr Barrow's) sais
If the hon member wanted any of the wind 1n hissails,
lie was perfeetly welcome to have sails and all, and he (M
Barrow) would endeavour to go along by steam  (Laughter )
He had no apprehension of being stopped 1n g career by
the hon member for Onkaparinga and was quite sure the
hon member did not meditate taking the wind out ot s

sauls He thought the hon member Jo1  Onkapa-
ymga had tabled a motion which the House would
in some shape hive to agiee to He dd not

say that the question would have to be decided that atte r-
noon , not did he consider 1t important that 1t should be, as
1t the 1esolution wag carrie* 1t could not be transwnitted for a
month, and consequently it would have the same practical
eftect 1f it were decided at wny tune within the month It
was a question which should be calinly looked at aid m-
partilly discussed  (Hear hear) There might be a wint
of labor 1n the country distuicts, of this, however, the
country members would be enabled to speak, 2ad they ought
to tell the House whether there was really a scaraty or not
It was the hounden duty of the country members to do 20, in
order that the House might have the benefit of the
collective mmfomation of the representativis of the
people. (Hear, hear ) But even although 1t were shewn
that 1 the country districts there was 1 deficiency he might
cnquire if there was not 4 redundancy in town suflicient to
supply the wints of the country Could they not by dis-
persing the libor provide suthcient for the wants of the
commumty Betore they could give a <atisfactory answer
upon these points they should have the intormation of the
country meinbers, who must be 1n possession of the necessary
information as to whether a scarcity or not ewisted mn the
country districts It was anly fair to their constituents and
to that House, that the country members should adopt the
course which he had suggested Having tried unnngiation
for twenty years, he thonght they nught, without being trai-
tors to the commumty, do withoutit for oneyear Tf theresult
were not eatistactory, they could then puta sum upon the
Estunates, upon fin fing that they could not go on with-
out imiigration Hedid not know whether the hon mem-
ber tended his motion to have the lteral (ffect which
the words implied as the motion only proposed to dis

contwnne frec immigration  Did- the hon member ntend
to continue assisted immigtation®  1his was an unpot-
tant pont winch, 1f mterpreted hterally, would epable
many members to vote for the wmotion who weré not
favorable to the complete stoppage of nnmigration He
thought thit a good many cucumstances 1 connection
with~this question, which they had had cause to regret,
mose from the town outgrowing 1ts proportions as com-
pared with the countiy, thit 1s, the population of the town
be bihieved bore aJarga proportion to the totil population
than the populition of any other capital bore to the empire
of which 1t was the centre  The unmgrants should be spread
over the countiy districts even those imported partly at the
public expcuse, to prevent the location of a large number in
the city, whue they counld not readily find employment,
though they wculd readily be enabled to do son the remote
districts  He would suppose some such scheme 18 tlus —
Suppose a farmer n the noith or the south said that he
wanted half a dozen Jaborers, and was prepared to pay
halt thar dpa«age money to the colony 1t the Govern-
ment would pay the other half By such an arrange-
ment there would be po fear of the f"\bmexs becoming a
buiden to the country as no faimer would pay down 50
per cent to bring out servants unless he was pretty suie
he could employ them and that they would stay with lnm

(Hear, hear ) He (Mr Barrow) had only nommated one
tamily since he had been 'n the colony, and that faimly, upon
landing, went to Goolwy, where they still tcmuncd, eh-
gaged profitably to the country and comfortably scttled them-
sclves  No one wanted populabon to stand stil, popula-
tion mught be multiplied tcnfold with tenfold advan-
tace to the colony [he hon member for Barossa hid stated
that he hnad thrce men 1 g employ who were strumng
every nerve to b ang out their fitends to the colony, and he
(Mr Bariow) tiusted they wonld be success{ul in doing
80, for those were the kind of men who were
wanted (Hear, hear ) It was  almost  impossible
to over-estunate  the dvantages demved by the
colony from wnen of that stamp, comng here and stramng
tvery nave to biing out their filends who weie movIng 10 4
pooret position at home. He rejoiced that the hon member
tor Barossa had 1in his employ men sutheiently happy pros-
puious, and thuifty, to conteinplate biinging out thar rela-
tions, and he honed there were many who contemplated o
sunilu comse  (Heay, hear ) The Commssioner ot Crown
Lands hiid alluded to the balance olimmgration over emigra-
tion as shown by rcturns on the table of the House, but he
should hike to ask the hon gentlemn whether those retuins
hadvbern obtuned fiom the Customs rvetuins, or from
any- other source of 1nformation, because, 1t from
the Customs roturns they were not worth a straw,
there being no account hept of those who went t« the adyoin-
g colony overland, noi of those who went on board after
stups were cleired, so that the Customs returns were per-
fetly fallacious in proof of there being an excess of immi-
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mation over enngration The Commuissionet of Crown Lanfs
lind not stated uoon what he had based those remarks H.
did not know 1ft. ¢ hon member for Onkiparinga intended
to press the motion to a division that afternoon, oi whether
he would content umself with having it settled prior to
the departure of the next mail homewird allowing a suf-
fictent time tor the returns which had been moved for to be
laud upon the table of the House before coming to a decision
He was not wxious 1s to what cowsc the hon member
adopted [t the hon member meant by lis motion that theie
should be no more 1mnugration, he could not go with bim,
but he could not see that it couldinflict anv gricvous disaster,
even though theviews of those 1n tavor of  suspension of a-
nngiation should prove to be wrong,to suspend gmmigratiun
for twedye months,bec tasent could not be denied that there was
thus great fact, that the House had been called upon to vote
10 00a¢ 1n consequence of therebeing a superubuud wce of
labor n the co'ony The hon meniber for Barossa had said
that t next harvest esery mn would be employed,
aud he tiusted 1t would be so, for he liked to
sce no more laborers than there was laboi  But he feared
thit theie were some who would not be content unless they
saw a buance of unemployed labor  (Hear, hear) If
the hon member tor Onkapuinga pressed the motion
to a division, he should hke to know whether 1t was
intended thit the 12 months should date from the time of
the arval of the despatehim kungland or from the time ot
passiug the resolution , becausef thelatter, he should prefe.
15 months to 12, w nch would bring them near to the follow-
ing harvest, butif it wae to be from the arnival of the des-
piteh in London, he would then say, let 1t stand as it was
In refetence to the imendment of the hon member for the
Laight, he did not <ee that they weie called upon to umport
female immigrants if they did not require to impor: male
The hon maember had failed to convince um of the necessity
o1 the utility of the amendment He thought it would be
better to leave the gmotion as 1t stood [n signitying
his intentson of voting for the motion, 1f 1t weie pressed to a
divi~ion, he wished 1t to be understood that he lett the ques-
tion of assisted nmmugration open, and he might add that
assisted inmugration fn the absence of properiegulations,
might be woise than free immigration, and nominated
amigration, as 1t had been carried on, hai been proved to be
far worge If pressed to a division he should feel 1t his duty
to vote for the motion, though he thought the question might
gain mich and could lose nothing by being hept open till
the next homeward mail, he suggested that tur the personal
consuderation of the hon mover

The COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS powated
out that the retutns between Adelude and Victoria were
verified by the latter colony

On the motion of Mr MILNE the debate was adjourned
till the follo ng Friday

BROMPTON

Mr COLE brought forward the notice 1in hig name—

* That he wiil ask the Hon the Commisswoner of Public
Worxks (Mc Blyth) af the Government has taken action withr
1ference to the constraction of 2 level crossing 1t East-
street, Browmpton, if not, why such action has not taken
place, the cost of same having been voted 1n December lagt >

The COMMISSIONER of PUBLIC WORKS said the
moncy was not voted in December last, but mesely an 1ddiess
to His Excelleney, requesting thata sum might beplaced on
the Estim:tes for the purpose  Lhe sum had been placed on
the Lstimates and the railway authotities had been 1equested
to make the necessaly arranzements

FRLE DISIILLATION

Mr BARROW, 1 rising to move the motion in his
name—

* 1hat, m the opuon of this House, considering the im-
poirtant addition secured to (he revenue by means of the
assessment upon stock—considering alsy that the whole, or
a large portion, of the money hitherto sent out of the countiy
for immigration purposes might be retuned in the province
—the prescnt 18 o favourable opportumty for introducing a
measure to remove the existing 1estrictions upon distilla-
tion, and that this session ought not to be allowed to pass
without an attemnpt to deal with thns question ™
asked leave to amend i1t by onntting all the words from
¢ House' 1 the first line, to ** Province,” 30 that the motion
would read—

“That, 1n the opinton of this House, the present 13 a
favg.able opportunity for introducing a4 measure to remose
the exigsting i1cstmctions upon distillation, and that thhs
sesston ought not to be alluwed to pass without an attempt
to deal with this questiou '

Leave having becn granted, the hon member said he felt
somne rductance in 8o shortly agzun it uding upon the
House He should have jefrained fromspeaking at any con-
stdcyible length upon the preceding question, had he ex-
pected that the debate would have s quickly terminated,
but «s there appeared a disposition to continue the debate
upon 1mmigration, he felt disposcd to have s share
1 the discussion It wis however his duty to move
the resolutivn  standing in his name  He would
state at the outset that he was not anxious to sce
what was termed free distillation carried 1nto effect as the
law of theland during the present sesston, not Lecause lus
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own opmon was unsettled or vacillating upon the
pomt, but because he deemed 1t a sound constitu-
tional principle that every question of vital importance
should go to the country for thur vadict upon 1t (Hear )
He behicved, whatever views mught be  entertained by
hon members npon this question, that all would admit
it was one of geat and vital impoitance  (Hear,
hear) It wasa gieat question, as affecting an 1mportant
branch of mdustry, it wis a great question as affecting
revenue and fmance and 1t was a geal question as
affecting our ntercolomal relations  He had thus avowed
his opintons upon the question, m order that 1t unght not be
sud he had taken 1t up without considering the responsi-
bilitics which e meuiced  No doubt there was a general
demand m the countiy for free distillation He did not say
that peop'e weie nnited n thur views upon the poiut—some
for mstance mught mean free dist llation under fiee tiade
principles, and others under a prmeaiple of protection Some
who were 1 favor of free trade principles, constdered that
free trade imight be reached gradually by a serwes of reduc-
tions, whilst others supportcd an abohition of Customs duties
4t oice lhe question, however, 1must not be allowed to
die out, 1t must be grapplcd with, and 1t must be presented
to the community in'su.h a shape as would enable them to
arrive at anaatelligent decisiou (Hear, hear ) It was not
enough that the question should be submutted at the neat
election n a bald and naked form It was not enough to
ask the country whether there should be free distillation or
not  The country should know what was meant by free dis-.
tillation, and what they would have to pay forit (Hea,
hear ) (lonorable members who were oppased to free dis-
titlation, checred m an 1ron.cal manner, as though they
thought they had got «un advantagein that admission He

(Mrc ~ Bairow) wasg well aware of the difficulties of
the qestion, but 1t must not be shirked or put
off (Hear, hear) [Ine question had been perpetually

shirked and pat off, and thit House was accountable
for its prociastination upon a sabject upon whach it knew
that the public felt deeply and had very decided views  Lhe
t1 ne had 2 rived when the question must be placel before
the country with all it terms anl condittons, so that the
couatry would know whether to have the boon at the price
ornot  He should have been glad, theretoregfl the Govern-
ment had broaght forward 2 measarc « pon Yhae subject, in
order that their views mught have been kn8wn  As the
Ho :se were aware, the subject was enquired mto by a sSelect
Commuttee of that House last session  Fle did not joinan
censuting the I'reasurer, who was Chairman of that Com-
mittee, for sigmnyg a report whith he did not
approve of, bccause 1t was well known that a
Churman of a Committee stgoed the aeport offi

cally, but it was also known that where the
Chauman entutained stiong  views opposed to the
report, he 1ecorded his protest agunst the report  (Hear,
The Lreasurer, however, signed that report without any
protest from which the House were led to infer that, althougly
he would not grant free distidlation in the way in whin

some 1equired 1t, he would grantit upon some terms of his
own He had hoped to have seen from the Governnent
Bull professing to deal with this subject, asf even the B 1l had
veen referrel to the country, that would not have been
constiucd into a censure. Lhe quostion wmust be put betore the
country 1 a specific forme It was not putting t 1n aspecilic
form to s1y, “ Wil you have fiee distallation, o1 not,”” but 1t
raust be put with 21l1ts terms andconditions  tic had brought
the motion forwird, to enable hon i.mbeis to state tne
terms upon wluclh they considered tiee distitlation should be
manted and he shoull be thainktul 1t the result of that dis-
cussion were to be themtioduction of a Bill, winch no doubt
by some of those numerous forms m parhamentary text-
books, could, after having been sabnutted to the House, be
withdrawn or allowed to lapse, bececoming what Panchk would
call “ a diowned Kitten of the session >’ “(l.aughter) It had
been said that 1t the farmeis got hiee distillition 1t would
not pay , butif tnat were the only aigument aganst it there
was not mach 1o tt, becanse 1f 1t wouldn t pay 1t wouldn t be
persevered 1n lhere was no few of persons long persevering
m a losing usiness, and i1fit were found that distillation
did not pay it would very quickly be given up But he
was not satisfied with the manner 1 which the decision had
been arrived at that 1t would not pay, for wheat had been
calculated at the average matket value, tuel at the average
maihet value, and labor at 1ts former lugh aveiage market
value By tlus calculition, 1t had been attempted to be
shewn thit brandy could not be raanufactwred 1n the colony
at 8o cheap a rate as 1t cowdd bemported  Lhat mught be
true, but those were not the conditions upon which distilla-
tion should be carried out n tlus colony It would
rither be followed up as n Prussta where theie
wae smil farm  distilleries, the spnit being manu-
factured fiom spoiled or damaged gramn ov varwous
refuse, for which there was no remuneratiye market  (Hear,
hear ) I1henagua, labor 1 connection with free distillation
was not employed at a period when there was other work to
do but was prosecated when lavor was of httle value to
oceupy the spaie hours, or spare weeks, of the farmer anli
hig liborers  Wlien labor was woith notlung, and materia)
was worth nothing 1n the market, then distllation might be
catried on profitibly to thefirmer 1n the country districts,
though 1t would not payn Adelaide Lhe spint would, 1
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fiet, be mannfactured from rcfuse material  Witnesses
examiued before the Sceleet Committee alluded to the maunner
m which distillition was cutied on 1n Prusstn, nd
a wnular  course nught swith  advantage be adopted
here lhe House had just been talking ot m-
porting labour and of increasing the cultivation of acie-
age, but he would ask, werc they not aware that a foreign
maihet was becorunyg less and less trustworthy? Vii-
tor a wascreasing the giowth of grain and 1t would be
better to guard agunst danger of thit kina by hnding the
means of enilmg the faimer to 1edize on hys prodnce iy
the same way thit the bothing-down estiblighments afforded
an opportumty to the stockholders of New South Wales of
diepos'ng of then stock  With regard to loss to the 1evenue
from fiee distulation, orif hon members prefeired the term,
removing the existing restnictions, he would say that they
were now 1m a4 favowable position to suffer some httle
loss  The Goverminent anticipated a large unount
from the assessment on stock, and ithough they nught not
perhaps get all they avticipted, the amount being porhaps a
hittle over-rted, still he must do jastice to the oy ernment
by stating that he found less fault with them for over-
estimating their receipts than for under-rating then expendr-
ture they were generally more coricet m estimating thou
income thau their expenditure  Ag then the Government
were generally pretty nearly nght in reference to ther
revenue, thev might aet all they expected fiom the squatters,
though, he confessed, he lookcd upon that item with some
misgiving, but suppose they only get 25000/ out of the
30 000 that would be a laige additton At the sime time
the He use couteriplited suspending unmugrition, and though
m I‘utpre years this might have to be resumed, it would not m
all probability be necessity to expund such luge sums as had
been eapcnded upon that particular object  The revinue
liad been entiched by the assessment on stoch and one of
the exhausting dramns upon 1t hid been cut off by the ter-
munation of the immigration systcm  Thus they were 1n as
good 1 position to deal inancially with the question as they
were hikely to be for years to come  He hid hend hon
members refer to loss of revenue as though it were loss of

« money, but what was a loss to the revenie was sometimes a
gun to the people. (¥lear,) Loss of revenue meant reduced
taxes, and t*\ng that view, they unced not view with
glaim a dunfffiiched revenue, because that dunmution
W 18 not caustM by a dimuushed consumption, but by a reduc-
tion in the taxes upon the people  (Hcar hear) Themoney
kept out from the coffers of the [reisuty remaired n the
pochets of the people  The question resolved mto thig —if
they repealed the spint dutres, would theie be snthagnt
revenue to carty on the business of the conntsy » He had no
hesitationan atfispning that there would be sulficient to carry
on the business, though there were a lirge reduction 1 the
Customs’ duties  (fear, hear) 7he Attoiney General
appeared to be inchined to allow distillation from peaches
(A laugh) But ke M1 Banow) wished to enable the
faimets to distil, not from peaches only, bnt from potatocs
o1 anythmg  Why should a man Dbe told that he must not
distil because hig potatoes were not peaches® (Laughter )
e did no Dke such piecemenl legislation, he did nst
like the Goveimment to lavish their fivors on apricots and
peaches , but wished the fumer to hwe hberty to distil from
anything he produced  He would say one word wn refeience
to intercolomial relations  Ile should be sony to adopt any
cour~e likely to be offensive to o neighbors, or to cause
them to be on bad terms, still more decply should he regret
3acnficing our own mterests to be on good terms with them
At all events, Victorn had not set ug anevwmple thouzh it
might be a chiistian aet to return good tor evil, tm Victorna
m respect of the postage question was 1eidy to do us
barm to giatify her pnde and vinity  Let us look to
the prosperity of our own colony, and let Victoriy take cue of
herself It had becn intimated, however, that Vietona might
retiiate by putting a duty on wheat and flour The
diggers would he believed, look out after that It Victoira
taxed the bread which the people of Vi torry had to eat let
the people there <ettle the question with thar own Govern-
ment  Allthat was to be feared was the establishment of o
Custom-housc on the Murray, anil expericnce had generally
shewn that even this would be mo.e wconventent to those
who estabhishedat, than to those who had to pass underats
notice  He1epeited that Ing obyect was not to pissa lvs
upon the subject tiis session, but to have the question
put 1n a tangble form before the country, with all the taams
and conditions conneeted with 1t, in order that they might
say whether they would have free distillation o1 not  lle
moved the 1esolution 1m his name, 1eserving to hidiself
the right ot reply

Mr HARVE) seconded the motion.

The TREASURLR fult 1t his duty thus early to intimate
his mtention to oppose the moton because the question to
which the motion referred, fell particulaily wathim the depart-
ment over which he presided  Another reason that he
should thus eatly express s views upon the suhject wis
that he was Chairman of the Commuattec upon Iaxition Jast
session, and the mformation which he hidobtained as Chau -
man very much stiengthened the opimons which
he bhad previously formed as to the mexpediency  of
mtroduncing a measwe for free distillation, at all events at
present  He should not be satisfied with a mere enunciition
of those 1casous, but enter somewhat into arguments IHe
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thonght that was the best tume at winch the matter could be
wged befote the country  No doubt the wmatter would be
taken up at the new clectiong, and 1t was therefore exceed-
ingly desirable that the views of the Government and mein-
bers of that Ilouse <hould reach the country through the
medrum of the reports of the proceedings ot that Honse [t
was desirable that the countiy shourd hnow the grounds upon
which the Government withheld wction i the matta  In the
contge of hus remark~ he would allude to the evidence given
before the Sclect Commuttee ot which he hd boen Chanman

and the deductions from that evidence  [he hon mover had
a nended s motion, and 1t would be observed deul not now
ask the House to votetor a specific resolution, pledging themn-
sclves to 4 cerfam course, yet he m fict, asked the [Touse to
dotheswme thing by sking them to support himnan his resolu-
twon for the very 12asonswmich he had previously placed upon
the notice paper ] he whole argument of the hon nember
way, that the tTouse could afford to 1cduce taxation, because
1t hod secured m udditional revenue by assessment on stock,
aud that as immugr 1hion maght be stopped thue would be no
turther diuin upon the revenuc tor that object  Lhose wue
the on'y two 12as0ns that the hon moember had bro wzht for -
ward why the TTo se snould assent to the motion, although
the hon  membet had very ingewwusly attempted to
mduece the tlouse to behwve thit m  supporting the
imended motion they would not be supporting the motion a3
it oniginally stoad.  He had one word to say m teteience to
his Charinnship of the Committee alluded to by the hne

member for kast loriens It was quite true that he bad
signed the 1eport, and that he hid not appioied a protest

to thie repa t, but he had not done so hec wse te wished to con-
sider, with s colleagues, the whole cffc~t of the evidenee, and
not tocome to a hasty decision pleda 1z the Gover nment upon
the potnt [l he hid fully considercd the whole question
he thought 1t would not be tight, us 1 membal of the Adini-
mistiation, to sign any protest to that irepoit  1he hon

member for Last Forrens hid gnven wsne reason that there
should be froe digtillation, that they now had assessment on
atock to make up the tevenue, and therefoie were in a position
to afivrd a 1eduction 1 taxation but be joined ssue with the
hon member upon that pommt  He demed thit asscss neng
on stach would create an addittonr to the 1evenue  So far

from such bemgthe case the revenue for thenext yeu waald
be less even with the assessment than it hal been the pre~
ceding year lhe estimated revenuc for 1$59-60, mcluding
20,010/ tor asseeament on stock wAas 433,900{, whilst 1 18338
the tevenue wis 412,00 1, so that even with the wldition of
the isscssinent the re venuc was less than the preceding ye ,
and upon going bick to 157 1t would be seen thit the
revenuce was then 431,000/, so that at the present time there
wag 4 falhng revenue It was well knowa also that the land
siles werefalling oft, and that the balances were very tyndly
dmnashinz From  that  source theie was cousidel-
ibly  less to spend each  jear He would pre-
sently proceed to show whit would be lost by fice
distillation  f'he hon meinber for last Torrens said that
1t was uo evil to hwe a fallingievenue, so long az 1t w s not
caused by a decrease in cousumption He aduutte i thas
they ought toreduce taxation to the lowest amount consis-
tent with the requirements ot the public =etvice, wdaf the
hon member could shew that the Government could do
with a less amount of 1evenwe than the Govammnent con-
gidered they could, he would salisty hun of whit 1t presant
he w s not disposed to beheve  Not only did he find notinong
1 the p espects of the revenue to justily 1 reduction in tax i-
tion , not only did he fiad no clasticaty n it, bue he found 1~
rectly the reverse  Notwithstanding the wddition which had
been spohen of he found the reviuue decrersing and
dinntnishing, thougn  he hoped 1t would not  long
be the case tle tiusted  that  the dopression
w trade which had produced thys dimunution dunng the List
two or thiee years would pass away, wmd when thoy weie
ae n prosperous would be the time to ¢ftect hzcalalter stionsg,
but not 1t the present time He had looked catetully over
the estimates of expenditure and was quite sure the Hnse
would 1gree with hun that the Gov ainment conld not reduce
that expenditure to 1n extent cquvalent to whit would be
lost by free distillwtion. He beheved, too, the House would
find that thcy could not deciease the amount for wineh the
Government was Dhable for loans for public woiks Tnstead,
wdeed, of the hability for loans bemg less than at prcsent, he
found that, durmng the noxt nme yeais, there
would be an ncreise fiom 67,0000 to upwuds of
83,000/, an absolute mnecessuy Incierse on  the ex

penditure  With such a prospect, would the Ilouse
undertike to say that the Gover moent conldseduce the ex-
penaiture to an extent equavalent to the loss which would be
sustained by fiee distillation  Ihe hon member might pont to
the establishments and say “Makc reductions in them ” But
thoge est iblighiments would be brought under discussion  nd
1ist session though they wete discussed yvery fully, the House
bad not been ble to clect any mataial alteration 1 thon

ITe found, on reference to the Esfunates that 141 0004 were
put down for estibhshments, thit amount being ineieised by
upwauds of 13000/ for the Crvtl List  But it should be
remersbered that this large amount was not all pud for
salaries to Governmen* officers , large surus fiom  ths
amount were for purposes which he wis quite sire hon

members would mnever ventuie to <ay should be lcft
alone 1hus he was swe they wouid nut propose to
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reduce the tem under the head of the Post Office,
for though the gioss amount for that depaitment was
17 000¢, ﬁ\e salaries only amounted to about 8,000/, the
balance being for the conveyance of the muls  I'hen again,
there was the Education vote nearly 20,000, but he was
sure the House would not be disposed to reduce thit amount
which was for the education throughout the countiy of the
¢Iidren of those who could not afford to pay for education
Jhen agun, under the head of medical, was 11989, and
for the destitute poor, 6700 The printing-office was 1
Goyernment establishment, but 1t was an economical mode
of getting the printing for thit House and othii Govern
ment depactments done  lhe House might think that the
amount upon the Lstimates for expenditure appeared 'arge,
but upon examination it would be found that only a mode-
rate portion was for Goveinment officers, the remainder
was for purposes which he was quite sure neither that House
nor the countiy would sanction bemng struck off He had
shown that the Goveinment could not reduce the expendi-
ture by a sum commensurate with the loss which would be
sustatned by free distillation  Siace the revenue was fallmg,
they could not reduce taxation, as the expenditure, 1nstead
of dumintshing, was increasing , they could not on either of
those grounds reduce taxation lhe quegtion of immigra-
tion bad been discussed at some length, aud fiom having
been adjourned till another day, he assumed that hon mem-
hers were more disposed to go on with the question of dis-
tallation, but he thought it would be tatil folly for any Go-
vanment ot that COmlnlllllti' to put an absolute stop to tmmi-
gration Lhat had been the tendency of every argument
which had been wused, but they could do this
when there was any large amount of surplus labor Let there
be a check to unnugrition till the tune ariived when every
man was 1in employment  When cautal was locked up for
wnt of labor, then emigration mightberecommenced [fthe
hon membet wanted togain mouney by stopping immigration
1t must not be a mere temporary measure but it must stop
altogether if the amount saved weie to be looked uponas a
source of revenue  He would now touch upon the question
of fice distillation  I'he report of the Committee went very
laigely into the question of how the loss to the revenue
ought to be made up One scheme was to alte: the tanift by
incieasing the ad valorem duty, and incieasing the duty
on all the luxuries of life, the necessiries bemg lett
fice Another schume by which the loss might be made
up was by thnowing almost all the taxation on the necessa-
rics of life, trebling the duty on tea and suga, allowing the
ad valorem dnty to remun as at prcsent  Another scheme
wis, that direct taxation should be introluced to make u
the whole revenue  Fhese thiee schemes were consldeleg
very important, aud there was so much difference of opmion
as to which was best, that Government weie not prepare’ to
effeet any radical change unti]l the matter had been referred
to the country It was thought night that the country
should know what the cost of tree distillation would be e
was not prepated to admit that fiec dustillition would be
benchicial to the farmers  He had considered the question
very fully, and 1ndeed an anspection ot  the
repoit of the Committee would show that, almost
evety question having been put by lim  He hd
been asked by hon members what was free distillation ? and
he would 13k the country what they meant by fiee distilla-
tion * Did they mean liberty to distit fiom any article pro-
duczd o1 importid —a liberty to make free use of the pioduce
1 any way they pleased, to do so without any restiiction
on the principle of tree trade without any proteotive duty »
If 1t wae otherwise, it would not deserve the name of free
distillation  because free distillation 1mphed something
more than fieelom from restriction, 1t 1mplied free-
dom fiom fiseal arrangements swhich mght put an
mnproper profit 1n the pockets of those engaged in free dis-
tillation It they permutted every one to disti from s own
rain without duty on the product—matntaining the
uty on imported spuit§—there was contuned 1n that
measure  the obnoxions principle called piotection,
against which 1 lirge and mfluentiyl pacty 1n the mother
country had so strongly contended It was a delusive
principle, which, whilst giving an apparent advantage,
ended . gieat disndvantage to the countiy which wlopted
1t With regard to di~tillation considered absolutely free,
ne duty on the imported sputtt, and none on that manufac-
tured 1n the colony, 1f that principle were adopted 1t was
needless to say that theie would be a total loss of the spirit
duty, amountiog to 60,0000 He should rcfer to figures
brought bctote the Commttee, because the deductions of the
Cominittee were flom those figures He had sud there
would be an absolute loss of 60,000, and what would the
colony gain® He might here remark that tife Committee
had summoned every one who was considetel c¢ap. ble of
giving an opinton upon the subject, and the unanmimoug opinion
was that it would be impossible to produce gpinits m this
colony, except perhaps brandy, at a price which would
enable the distiller to command & matket 1o any part of the
world It would be impossible, for 1nstance, to produce here
such spuits as Jamatca rum, brandies such as were maau-
fictured upon the Coutinent, or spuit such as were
made in Lknglind and America, whete the matetials were
on the spot, and labour was cheap Looking at the state of
the markets of the world 1t was hopeless to meet the foreign
mker of spuits in his own market  Such being the case, 1t

*
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would be necessary to fall back upon the home consumption,
and 1t wis tound thatthe consumption of spiritsia the colony
annully was about 130,000 gallons  I'wo gallons could be made
fromone bashel of grain, sothat the qaantity of grainrequured
to manufacrure thisquantity of spu1ts would be 5,000 bushels

But even this was an exaggerated view, for it would be im-

possible altogzether to shut out foreizn sprrits indeed 1t could
scarcely bc expected thit more than one half would be
shut out that was now imported, many parties preferuing
foreign spuit to that manufictured in the colony 1hus

32,500 b 1shels of whent would make all the spints which
would be required in the colony or which would piobably
find a marhet 1n South Austialia, and as three millions
bushels of grain were grown heie annually the quantity re-
qutred for distillation would be only U per cent upo 1 the whole
product ofthe colony A farmer producing 1,000 bushels would
De able to sell 10 bushels more annnally and taking the cost
at 63 xd per bishel, this wo (d make 37 6d 8d i the year

1his however would not be all profit for there wis the cost
of production to be deducted and he thouzht menbers of
the House acquainted with agriculture weild agree with
him, that wheat could not be prodaced and brought to marhet
for a less snm than 3s 4d  per bushel so that the cost of
production would be1l 138 4d and the cousequent gain
the year only 1/ 133 4d Bt thus would not be all gam, as
on account of fiee distillation the farmer would be called
upon to pay additional taxation  Supposing there were an
alteration in the tanff to correspond 1 gome respects with
that of Victoria, the daty upon tea aud sugac would be three
times what 1t was at piesent independently of a duty on hops
and coffe, and we should still have to pay the 5 per ceut
ad vilorem duties Supposing the farmer’s famuly
to consist of five adults, the extra duty ou tea
which he would be called upon to pay duumg the
year would at a very moderate calculation be 17s 4d, and
upon suzar 17 , so that he would have to piy I/ 17s 4d ‘for
guming 1/ 133 44, 1 other words he would gun 13 [hen
take the ownut ofan 89-acre section, the strong probibiliby was
that he did not cultivaie more than 40 acres producing say
600 bushels the advantage to hun would be that he would
be able to sell six buzhels moie annuiby, but € his family
wele 43 numerous 1s that of the larger farmer he would
have to piy 1n the shape of extra duty 1/ 173 4d for gan-
mg 14, so that be would be an absolute loser of 178" 4d
He wished to know 1if those farmers who wiched for free
It was only
Che Govern-

distillation wishel for sic'y 2 result as that
fur that the case should be put before them
ment stepped forwird ini’ said that they woild not
put them to that loss tili the caso had been
furly explumed and they had had an_opportumty of
expilessing an opimon upon the matter He believed that
gome hon members had nat read theieport of the Commattee,
and therefore 1t coull not be eypected that the clectors
should be in possession of 1t Ihe report on taxation was
an appeal tocthe countty At this particular cusis it was
most desirable thit this question should be fully expluned
out of doors 1 order that it might be understood That was
a better cowrse than 1t would have been to take the course
suggested by the hon member for ISist lorrens, by the
Government intioducing a Bl Let the hon member in-
troduce a Bill umself, but the Government were not zoing
to do so  lhe Governm~nt had put 2 mass ot evidence
before the IIouse 1n order to explun to the House
wd  to the country, leaving to the countiy 0 say
whether they would have free distillation or not
It the country said they would have it 1t would be
the duty of the House to bow, every camstituency had vunight
to g1y whether they would pay taxes out of the night hund
pocket or the left, but he hoped they wonld never say there
shouald be a protective duty mixed up with the echerne, 1f so,
they would be throwing awiy all the experience of the mother
countiy and re establish v gystem which they might have to
fight for years to get nd of If the country said they would
hue such a system, he should be obliged to oppose 1it, and
g2y that som~ othar parson maest bitng forward a measwie
which he helieved 8o detrimental to the interests of the
countiy  [F they permutted cistillition in the colony wnd
kept the duty on spirits imported they would be robbing
the country to pay the distiller as the distiller would put into
s own pocket the amount whi~h now went into the I'rea-
sury for the bencfit of the community at large  Lhere would
be a 1ush of capital nto this particular tnvestment which
would piove a delusive one, for the countiy would not
stand 1t long He would never consent to a system of
protective duties, and when he apperled to a constituency
as he p oLably shortly should he shoyald tell them not to
elect hnn 1f they wighed him to cariy out protective duties in
South Austriia  He wanted free trade principles In re-
ference to the efiect which any change might have upon the
nughboing colony, no doubt thete would be considerable
irritation and Victora raiyght meet us by counter legislation,
but he could not conceive they would be so fiolish there as
to put a duty on wheat, they woull not allow themselv2s to
be taxed merely tn be revenged upon this colony for having
effecte] a change in tartf  No doubt, however, there would
be an atiempt to nnpede 1ts working  He looked on that,
however, as a minor considet ithion  tneir duty was to do the
bes: for South Austiaha and leave the result to be worked
out Hc tepeited thit he had earefully considered the whole
question 1nd felt bound to vote agast the motion
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Mr PFAXE sadthat when he first «an the motion tabled,
he was somewhat surprised, 18 he1ecollected v report of the
Taxation Comruttec of 1ast scasion, to which w s appendcd
- addenduny, which said that the question of fice dratill -
tion should be snbuutted to the country betore any ctim
was taken to alter the mode of levymg twvnation But since
hie ieard that the object of the motion wis marelv to obtun
a discnssion and, 1f possible, to clictt from the Goveinment
some scheme to submit to the country upon a subject on
which s many hon membcrs and 80 many peisous ont of
doors felt so strongly —when he found thit the hon member
(Mr Bairow) merely wished {o have such a s¢heme pro-
pounded 1m oxder that 1t murht be ladd before the con-
stituencees, then he (Mr Peake) counld sce no harm i the
motion, and there mught be sowne good  The hon the Liet-
suret sard that the hon mumbir for Eist  Torrens
should gct iy Bill readv, tor that he (the [Ireasurer)
would not prevare one, so that 1t was clear the Goveinment
would donothiug but the House might gaun a hittle informa-
tion fromn the picsent discussion e would now allude to
one or two pamts which the lrcasu er had touched upon
Ihat hon momber hopea that the jevenue would unprove,
but <ud that at presentit was faling off, and that the
leceipts wee noi mecting the expenditute  Lhat, howeva
Wis no rcwson why a fiseal syvstam should not be considercd
whel hampercd the mdustry of the eountry, and pre-
vinted the proiuction of those thimgs wlieh this country
wis cipable of rawsimg for atself instexd ot brimaing
fioin elst where  [he guestion amounted, as the hoaswer
had well said, to whether the jeople <hould pay tha taxes
out of the one pochet ;1 the other  Percons who <ud that
trce distiliation wounld reduce the revcnue produced a falseim
pression on the minds of those who heard the asseition
1o say that the 1cvenue would fall, was not rcpresenting
the mattet tiulv l1he reil state of things was that the
1ovenue wonld be changed from one hand to the other, that
the 1¢venue now raised by himpering the prodnetions of the
conntry  would be changed for one which would not hne
th t wjurious efiect The treasurer did not dwell much
upon this pomt  ‘That hon member vwoult have done
better iad hellustratcd how the 1cvenue conld pe changed
from one kind to another, s0 as to leave untiamelled the
producuons of the country  1he Hounse was thld that free
distillation would not pay with Jabowm at 75 6 per day, ind
whait ot 62 per bushel, the bigh rates which at presant
ruted Dut this state of things was not going to ewust
alwiys  Many products of the countiy would nerease, wd
waouid require 1 marhet wiich must be found for them It
was from looking to the future that he desired to let free the
p.uduang power of the country whilst at the same time he
w1s no advecite for protection On  the contruy,
he  beheved  that protection wounld bea most disis-
trous tlang for the country, and that the cnergy nd
shill et the people were quite <uflicient to  support
them, provided they were allowed to manufctore thar own
produce  Lhe how the Treaswer had grven the Horse 1 lot
of hignres to show that the farmer would gun but 2 shilling
a buchel, s he (M1 Pe1ko) understood, by fiee distillation

The 1 KKASURILR—A shilling a year

Mr PEFARD was ghdd the hon” membuer hnd put um nght,
for the very stirthng tact 1eferred to showed that the caliu-
Ition was made verv caretully It was asery mee thing to
calew'ate it to a shutung  The ealcnlition when read next
rorming would no doubt appe to be well iltustrated, and
hie (Mr Poee) behieved that its fallacy wonld be verv appa-
rcnt also  Ifthe trewsuwict give the famer who unda the
proposad system would gain this Juchy shilling leave to act
frcedy whether he gained 01 not, and discovered other plan
by wlich to collcet the revenug, he wotid wdopt abetter course
than he at present took  The Nersmer had proved nothin,,
und he had kept g the dark any possible plu by which the
revenuc coula berxed without hampering 2swas at present
the case, the producing power of the covntiv 10 sec that
something was wanted to be donein this matter hon mom-
bers need only look to the report of the Collector of (us-
toms appeunded to the report of the Sclect Conmitteeon 1ax-
atton by whichat appaa ed that the country pud for wines
and spirits 163 789 and for other arixies wiuch 1t could
prodace 17 366/ mahing a total of 211,155/ If the countrv
could produce those wrticles for which it sent elsewhere, a
ttsenl svatem showld not he contimued which took away the
probabiiity ot then bema prodauced  Mhe nnports of the
cdlony wmounted to about one and a-half mulion, and the
country could produce about one-seventh of the articles tor
whiclh it pald this cnormous sum  I* muat be app uent that
all the cuteulattons as to whether free distillation would pay
tormad no part of the dutv of the freasurer  {hat hon
momber need only tyouble husclt ibout raising the teven e
1t thc hon mamber had Jet those mattary alone and st hus
mnd to worh to considir how  he could devise a
tax which would press equily on Ul elisses, he
would have been better (ngaged than n those calenlations
wliuch provad notling  As there was no dehnite measare
hetore the House, and the Licasurer was not hikely to bring
onc forward he (Paake) wonld not enter further 1nto the
subjeet but he woubi assure the hon  the Lioeurer that
either he or some ong elsc wonlld hve to tackle this question,
ard to suv, not whethes free distii' ition wounld pay but how
it was to be Inonght abont, lewing those nho beheved it
would pay to decade the fict for tnemselves
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My BARROW finding that no other hon member
attumpted to ad liess the House rose to 1eply when

Mr HAY moved thit the connnuation of the debate he
mde an Ohvder of the Day for Wodncsday, 25th instant

Jhe Houase rose at twcuty minutes atter 4 o'clock

————
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
Turspay, MAY 24
Ihe PRESIDENT took the Char at 2 o'clack
THIL TRUCK SYSFriEM
The Hon A FORSIER presented a petition from 126

worhtug men praymg the Counal to adopt measures for the
abolition of the Liudk System

SIQCK20RT
The Hon A TFTORSIER presented a petition fiom 100
settlers At Stochport praying that the Past-Odice might not
be removed fiom that locality, 1t having existed there tor

three years
ARITSIAN WELLS

The Hon ¥ MORPHELT asked whether the 7500 voted
for Artesian Wells or any portion of tnat imount, had been
exponded for the puipose for which it was voted

Lhe Hon the Crall i SECRULITARY would have to refer
to another deputinentl for the mmtormation, and iequested
that notice might be mven of the question

CROWXN GRAN1S

The on A FORSL LR wished to call the attention of the
Clhuef heccetiry to o question of very considerable wmport-
ance  Viry <onsiderable incons entence had resulted to the
pubhic fiom the arcumstance of the grants for sections pur-
chased at Goverminent Laud S1lcs not having been 1ssued 1l
two or three months after the pnrchasc hid been made Not
only was this + gries ance to the purchaseis but it tiammelled
the operitions of the Red Propaty Commussion rs e
wishud to 18k whether 1t was hikely that any wrangments
would n> made by which thc grants would be 1ssued at n
early pertod  Bor mstance, he saw no ditheulty, where Jand
was purchiged ou the Thursday of one sw.eek, in the grint
bewg ready on the Einradiy of the next week 1h¢ land
sales were falling off and conscquently the department trom
which the lwd-giints 13su=d could not be dcluzed with
bus,ness He saw no difliculty 1 the giwts bemng issued in
a week, and was desnous of hniwing if iny arrangeinents
were m piogiess to accomphish that deairable obyect

I1he Hon the CHIEF SECRDTARY sud Jhe Govern-
ment were quite as anxious as the pubhe conld be that
the grents should be 1ssied as quichly as possible  He
did not think thit any complaints were now made
reterence to the time which elapsed between the sve of
lind and the 1ssue of the grints but a shoit tune g0
1t was ciscovered that an enor Wmd crept in to the form
of land giant under the new Act, and a meit nmany
which hid heen mule out hd to be re copred, which
would accouat for the delay whien took plice 1a then 18sue

{HE HARBOR {RUST

the Hon TT AYTRS wished to sk the ITon the Chref
Secrctary whether he had everiererved any 1emuneration for
his savices 4~ L member of the Harbor Tinst?

The Hon the CHITKE SKCRELARY sud that members
of the Harpor lrust recened U/ 18 for each attendance,
but ifter he beeyme a member of the Admimstration he
dechned to attend the meetings of the Hubor liust, and
conscquently never recetved any fees or emoluments

PLANS OF PUBLIC BUILDINGS

The Hon D1 DAVIES moved—

“1 That it 1s the opinton of this 1louse that an future,
when any public bunding or othei woil 18 to constructed, of
the estumated value of 2 000/ or upwaids, plans and specihica-
tions for <uclt works <hatlbe called for ind submrtted to pub-
he competition
e bad been induced to brng the motion forward in con-
sequence of observing that the bwilding intended for the
Soutn Australi i Institute was totally madequate It was
no* generailly known, nd eurtunly not to the members of
the 1Touse ot Assembly, that the lecture room whan filled
would vuly hold about 270 persons, and deducting the neces-
suy room for | assiges he did not behev ¢ 1t won'd aceoinmo-
date mote than 200°  Lhe hinaty hd only accommedtion
suflicient for half the number of books n the present
libiary He &d not blame the Colomal —Aich-
tect, ~ because that ofhicer had mnot ouly been tied
down to tune, but to a4 puticular  sum ot
money the works in the I'ubhic Works Oflke were
generally 1n atrem and ncreover, 1t was only just to the
eolomal arelnteets that they shoald have some interest 1in
the works of the colony  In lungland the practice which he
augzgested was 1dopted and @ sunil u conrse was alsy pursued
n Victoria Another v antage 1f the prachice were adopted
by the Government, would be, that plws wd gpcciheitions
would be cilled fur durtug the recess and thet the Govern-
ment would be enabled to go before Parliument with com-
pletc phins He was awne that House couid only expressan
oprion—tht 1t could not cairy the rcsolutiom into eftect—
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but all he asked was that the House should sanction the
abstract question  Jhe successful candijate would, he pre
sumcd le remunerated by commssion  He had mieutioned
2 000/ 1n g motion, but 1f that was thonght too high, he was
quite prep ued to reduce the unount to 1 000/

1he Hon Captain BAGOIL had always considered the po-
sit1ion occupied by the Colonitl Architect 1 falsg one 1t was
not desnable thit ofiicers should be called upon to be the
executors of work of which they ought to have the supervi-
sion  fhe business of the Colomal Arclutect should be to see
that those who were entruated with the esecntion of the
work performedat according to contrict At home thein
vautble piwtice was when work of any note was requued,
that plans and specifications were put to compctition  and
by tims means more pertect and more swit ible buildings wire
obtained Had such a systema been adopted here long ago,
they would not have bien assembled m so unsuitible a
butlding, Government House wonld not have been so ineon-
conveutent, and 1t was unneccssary to allude to other build
mgs  Tre duty of the Colomal Architect was to give his
advice 1o reference to the plans, but not fo be interested in
them He would suggest a shght alteiation in the wording
of the motion

The PRESTDEN1 asked 1f the lion member intended to
second th motion?

The Hon A ¥FORSTFR formallv secondud the motion

the [lon Captain BAGOIL suggestcd that atter the word
“*upwards *’ the motion should 1ead ¢ the furmishing ot plans
and specifications for the same shall be submitted to public
competition >’

The Hon Dr DAVILES adopted the amendment

The Hon the CHIEF SKECREIARY thought if the
resolution were carned it would ympose an additional charge
on the (olonwul Aichitect s deputment, as the usual
staff could not be dispensed with  He beheved that plans
co<t about 50/ eich, and if there only were 10 or 12 during
the year the cost would be 5000 or 6/ a year in addr-
tion to the exishing staff  Members of the old Lemslatine
Gounal would temember that something of the land was
tried about seven years ago but failed, as the Houses ot Pac-
hament would shew 1t could hardly be said they were per-
fect burldings, well adapted for the purposcs tor which they
were required  fhe new ity Bridge was another instance,
although the design had never been caried into effect He
would also draw the ittention of the Counerl to 4 resolntion
passed by the Asscmbly to the effect that no vote even of
£500 should be aseented to unless plang and specifi ations
ot the proposed buildings had been previously sanctioned
7 hat resolution would probably opeiate more satisfuctorily
than the one proposed by the Hon D1 Davies

The Hon Dr DAVILS could not understand hcw taking
woik out of an oflice could erease the expenses ot that
office. He might mention that pubhic burdings generally
cost 25 or 50 per cent mote than the estimated cost and this
he thought would not be the case if plans and specihcations
were rubmitted to public competition, as parties would teel
bound in honor to kéep something ne~r the estimatid amount
He believed that the amount which would be saved to the
public by the adoption of lus motion would be unwmense
Ihe Hon the Cluet Secretary had stated that the House of
Asscmbly bad passed a resolution that no building the cost
of which would be 500{ or upwards, should be ptoceeded
with unless the plans and specifications had been first ap-
proved by that House But what he (Dt Duvies) wanted
was fo devclope the talent oc the colony, and was assured
that by the course which he proposed there would not only
be a great improvement m the ippearance of the buildings,
but a great saving to the colony

Ihe Hon 8 DAVENPORS must oppose the motion, feel-
ing that it would o1lv trammel the Government without
Jcading to any benefical result He had becnabout to move
asan amendment, **as far as was consistent with the pubhic
mterests,” bur imagined that the hon mover woulliither
that the motion should be negatived than adopt such an
amendment He beheved that under existing arrangements
econom conld be well carrred out and works efficently per
formed  {he hon mover had stated that the wctu] cost of
public works friequently exceeded the estunate by 25 o1 50 per
cent , Lut hewas aware there were a great many inst inces
1m which the estimate had not been exce~ded hy 10 per cent
He did wot think the greounus which had been
urged sufhcent to  bind  the Government down
to a fixed rule  Alrcady, as reguded the other
House, a step lhad been tahen winch showed then
disposition and which 1 fact was much more stringent
than that winch was contemplited by the hon mover df this
regolution  As he beheved that public works could, under
existing airangements, be carned out with that economy ot
time and money which they should be he should oppose the
1motion behieving that the effret of that motion would be to
tran}melthe Grovernment, and lead to most inconvenint
results

ihe Hon A KORS!LR saidf the object of the Hon M
Davenp.rt were to recommend the Government to wul
themselves of the genus and talent of engioeers and archi-
tects beyond the paleof Government then he quite concuried
in the views which he had enunciated , but he thhught 1t a
Ity that the Gosvernment should not al'so avail themselves
of the tuent of the Colon'il Architect [t appeared to
lsm a pity that the Goveinment should be called
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upon to pay for plans which the Colomal Archi-
tect  could readily prepare He beheved af  could
be mamtuned  that Government works  geneially

cost consideribly more than the orizinal estimate, and 1t the
motion would be tikely to prevent this he should be disposed
to go with it, but he could not see that the plans being pie-
pared as proposce 1 by the hon mover would pretent this ex-
cess Lot the Governnient avul themselves of the talent
autsude their enclasure but 4t the sume time 10t rgject the
tilent of theu own servants  1f the an Mi  Davenport
would not press his amendment probably the Chicf Secre-
t ry would tike such stcps 18 would meet the view- of that
hon gentleman

The Hon H AYLRS would feel 1t hus duty to oppose the
mation bat 1f an amendment were hionght forward to the
effict mentioned by the Hon Mi -Davenpo t, he would
pgive 1t lus support It would be a pity that the
hwnds of the Government shonld be tied, as they
woulil be 1f the moton of the Hon Dr  Davies
wnere adopted  For st nce, it appeared to hum that if that
resolution were carried every work unon a line of railway or
the plans for every work, must Le submitted to public com-
petition and thig would add greatly to the cxpensc wttendant
upon the opeirations of the Government  There would be no
dimmution 1n the presint othees, as precisely the swme
number of enmineers wi i draftsmen would be hept for the
purpose of seeing thit the works were cariied out

'he Hon § DAVENPORT rose for the purpose of mov-
ing the amendment which he had suggested but wis -
formed by the Hon the Piresident that he coald not do so,
having alieady addressed the House

The Hon (apt SCOL1 moved the amendment suzgcested
by the Hon § Davenport remarkmng that he did net sce
any advantage which could be gamed by fettering the
Government who he thought should be left to exercise thar
own discretion and judgment, and avul themselves of the
tient they hid at thewr control  He did not see why thuy
ghould 1newr anv further cxpense  If 1t were caleulated to
promote the public 1nterest the Government would still have
the power to submut plans and snecihcations to competition

The Hon Captam BAGOTU smd (f the original motinn were
cirried, instead of the expense of the Colowmal Avchitect 3
depirtment bemg increased 1t would of necess.ty he rednced,
as the necessity for elaborate plans for large buldings would
be removed With regard to remuneration to the giccesstul
party who furnished plans he 3aw o reason to depart from
the practice pivsued 1n Great Rutun, which was that where
plans werc adopted the puty who had prepired them way
rewarded, by haviag the supervision ot the bmlding at a per
certage upon the cost The duty of the Colonual Aichitect

would be to «enerally supervise the successful
competitor Experience hid  shown thit there was

great economy i this supervicion  If, for tustance, money
had been expended upon proper plans for the Houses of Pai-
liament they would not ricently have had the Assembly de-
bating upon the expediency of voting anothcr laige sum for
Iouses of Pairliament, 1n consequence of the unfitness of the
present bulding

the Hon Captun HALL supported the amendment aghe
could conceive thit it might not be consistent with the pub-
lic interest, that the successful ¢indidate should be pad by a
per centage upon the amount of the work, whilst the Go-
verminent had a full «taff for thatpurpose  He agreed gene-
rally with the spirit of the motion, that they should avasl
themselves of all the talent thcy could, hat at the same time
they should avail themseives of thit telent for which they
pud avd the Colomal, Aichitect should not he considered
be devarred trora putting his pling 1n competition with
others  Hitherto m such c¢ises Government e nployecs had
been frequently the successtul candidates, althoughit was

5 not known at the tune the sclection was made who were the
competitors

the PRESIDENT put the amendment, which was cai-
ried

{he Hon Dr DAVIES brought forward thesecond motion
n his name —

“ 11 Lhat a copy of the faregoing 1esolution be sent to the
House of Assembly, requesting 1ts concurrence with the
opimon therein contuncd, and that the House be further
rcquested to adopt such measures as 1t may deem fit to give
it nrictical effect
He did not think the House of Assemblv could take mmbrage
at the Council merely \pressing mn oprnion, and therdfore
dud not see anv improptiety 1 sending acopy of the previous
resolution to the Asem ly

Lhe f!on A FORSTIIR seconded the motion, which was
cariied

OFFLNCES OF A PUBLIC NAIURE CONSOLID \-
1ION BI

Upon the motion of the Hon the CHIEEF SECRLIARY,
the Council went 1ato Commuittee npon tlus Bill when the
hon gentleraan imtimated that he should move the substitu-
tion ol “ruprisonment with hard libor’™ for * penal ser-
vitude” wherever the lutter occurred i the Bull

lhe Hon Dr DAVIES thought it desirable that the term
penal =ervitude should be 1ctined as 1t would then he
apprchended, be possible to mahe a difference 1n the punigh-
ment of offenders  korinstince, he thought 1t exceedingly
undesnable that youn, posons, or those only comunitted for
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short terma, should be sent to the Stockade, to be m x d with
thevery worst men i socicty, and 1n all probability to be
contaminated  In gaol all were happy from the hind treat-
ment which they recaived fiom Mt Lgin  (Laughtcr)  lhe
men therc did tar more work than was equivilent te thar
maintenance

Ihe Hon A FORSIER had, dunng the previous week
ashed the Hon the Chid Searetuy ir there was any practical
diffurence betw een imprisonment with hard labour and ponad
savitude, and the Chuef Searctary had mformed him there
was  nouc, bhut that the term penal scivitude had
been imported from the knghsh Act and bhad no
signifcation  He thoght the views of the Hon Dr
Davies would be met by theie beng a discietionary
power 1 the Judge to send prisonas to the Stockade or not
It was not necessary, for mstance, that boys who were sen-
tenced to a shot 1mpnsonment, shou'd be sent to the
Stockade Unless 1t could be alicwvn there was somne distine-
t1on between unpusonment with hud Iabor and penal ser-
vitude, the latter expression had for the sahe of umformity,
better be stiuck out s 1t had been fiom a Bl which the
Council had bad uuder 1ts consideration duning the past
week .

Lhe Hon Dr DAVIES considered that wlipping ought
to be defined, whether by the buich, cat, or knout He dis-
approved of 1t altogether, and was quite sure the time would
eome when it would be abobshed fiom the Statute Book
Yormerly women wese flogged, and he was quite prepared to
admatt that thae weie miny women who were worse than
young men unda 18 yea1s of are, whom 1t was proposed by
this Bill to subject to e gging  }le believed that the punish-
ment brutahzed men When Waller was oadered to be
floggcd, an old cnemy of his 1equested to be allowel to flog
bim and actu dly sat up all mght practising with the ¢t
upon & deal board, m order that he might be able to mahe
evary stioke tell  1lhon ugain the pumshiment was not sufa.
cently defined  Who was to see the pumishment ertorceg 2
W ho was todeternune the number of lashes »  Because he 1e-
mcmbered, when a black was ordered to be flogged, the
Sheuff who held oflice before Ma Boothby was asked af the
man had had enough, and 1ephed “No, give lum five-ard-
twenty more It appeared to hun cunous that the Bill
should meiely provide for the flogging of oflendas under 18
yeais of age, s0 that older offinders would cscape altogether,
thougl probably wore deseiving thw yrunga men  He
wished howeser, to sce wluppingetased fiom the Statute Book
altogcther  Miu Lgan, of the Gaol asswied lhim that hie
never 1esorted to wlnpping, but did more by hindness and
humanity than could b accomplislied by any cocle ve means

1he 1Ton Captamn BAGOI did not approve of taking anay
from a Judge the power of ordening oftenders under 13 years
of age to be whipped He had scen the eflects of that
pun shment upon full grown men  Many men it made
dusperate and abandonced, and he could also speak fiehingly
of the benefits from the useof the 1od to youth  (Laughter )
T1¢ beheved that flogging men was a bad sy stem, though mn
military life he was acquainted with 1 colonel who had
risen from thie ranks and was the most dctergned flogga
he cver met with, yet the colonel uever flogged a man with-
out sayimg, “Now, Sir, 1f you bene fit by tht flogging 2s much
as I bénchitted by 1 flogzimg T got at Barbadoes” you may be
where T um, at the had of viegiment  Fe believed, how -
ever, that m nine ciees out of ten flogamg was an evil

The Hon the CRIKF SFCREIARY wis understood to
say that the flogging contemplated by this Bill was not of an
mdhisaimnate character, and was peiformed under the mn-
spection of a magistiate

Ihe Hon Capfun HALL contenled thit theie was no
nece ssity to erage the expression ‘ penal servitude ’ from the
Bill, penal savitude bung a higha penalty thanimprison-
meut with hard labor

‘The Hon A
transportation, but there wis no transportation heie  1f iy
designation could be found 1miplying a highcr punishment
than impiiconment with hard labor, he should be bappy to
support its mtioduction

1he Hon the CHILF SECREIARY sudin England penal
servitude was not so severe as the Hon Capt un Hall seuned
to think 1t compichended ancarceration 1 the hulks or
tiwsportation toa penal elony and was mitigated trom
thne to time by tickets-of-lcave or conditienal pirdons
Ilere there was only ¢ ne punishment, and that was nuprison-
ment with bad 1iboer

The Hon Captain HALL stili contended that penal scr-
vitude wasa higha pumshment than unprisonment with
hard labor, and that the Judge should be empowered to in-
fhict it Men sentenced to hard Iabor might be sunt to gaol
to pich apunyarn, but theic ware many whosc ciines manted
a 101 morc severe puinghment

the Hon the CHILF SFCRELARY smd that! ud labor
was regnlated by the health ind constitution of prisoners
Some were emploved 1n carryirg stone, wd otlersin quar-
1ying stone, but hue no other pumishment could be cannd
out than unpnisonment with had labor, differing in char wiea
and degiee according to the character ot offences

Elcven clauses of the Biilhaving been gone through, the
11 (sident reported progress, and obt uned leave to sit on the
followmg diy

1he Counul adjourned at a quarter pist 4 o clock, tilt 2
o clock on the followmng dy

FORSILCR said penal servitude mnolved #

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
lurspay, May 2t
Lhie SPLAKFR took the chair at 1 o'clock

STRATHALBYN
Mr ROGERS presented a petition from 970 inhabitants of
Strathalbyn, Oakaparnuga, &c, representing 74 300 1eres of
land piaying for the es abushment of a rauw iy ot tramway

to (roolwa
HINDVMARSIIL

M STRANGWAYS presented aj etitton from 613 1nhabi-
tants of Hindmarsh, praying the House to authorise the
construction of a trimway to connect dStiathalbyn with the
Port Elliot and Govlwa tramway

S10CKPORT
M: MCELLISCER presented a petition from 100 inhahi-
tants of Stochport, praying that the Iost Office might not be
removed f1om that locality
THL CORIO -~

M SIRANGWAYS asked if the Government intended to
take iny steps to compel the owners of the Corio to bear the
expense of employmg the Young Austrahan in taking ofl
the supplement uy mail

Ihe ALIORNLY GENERAL said the Government had
not it the present time any mtention of doing so, but they
had called forra full explination of the circumstances which
prevented the Cono fiom caling at the Gleuealg Jetty for the
supplementary mail  In the ibsence of that infoimnation he
cowd not say what steps would be taken by the G« veinment
In answer to 1 fwther question the hon gentleman stated
that he would 11y the wittten explanation of the owncrs of
the Corio upon the table of the liouse when receiyed

ROAD FROM PORI' ELLTIOL

The COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS la1 upon

the table of the House a return which had been called tor,

shewing the money which | ad been cxpendeut upon theioal
fiom Port Elhot to the Cut Hill

STRATITALBYN TRAMWAY
The COMMISSIONLR OF PUBLIC WORKS intro-
duced a Bill to anthornize the constiuvtion of a tramway to
connect Stiathalbyn with the Poit Lot and (voolwa tram-
way ‘Lhe Bill was read a fiist time, and oirderud to be
prated
MESSRS BLY1H BROTHERS
M1 RLYNOQLDS ashed the Commussioner of Tublic
Works when the treturn which had been moved for shewing
the amounts pard to Messrs Blyth Brothess, for supplhcs
furnmished to vanous (xovernrment departinents, would be
laud upon the tible of the House
The COMMISSIONLR OF PUBLIC WORKS sud that
the various 80a14s had been requested to turmish tetuing of
the supphies which they had recasved, but these 1eturns had
not yet e ehed him So soon s they did, the retuin should
be Jaid on the table of the House

COLONIAL ARCHILIECI 8 DEPARTMLNT

M: RLYNOLDS asked f there was any truth in the 1e-
port, that seven additional draughtsmen had been employed
m the Goloml Arcintect’s Department

Ihe COMMISSIONLR OF PUBLIC WORKS said that
some addition d aggist inee had been found nccessuy 1n con-
scquence of the resolution of the Ilouse, that plans and spe-
cihcations should be preparcd for all works the estimated
coat of wiuch was 500!, Lefore the amnount was voted He
did not think, however that so many as gcven had been
engaged, but should be enablcd to state on the following

da
7 RATLWAY MANAGEMLNT BILL

The COMMISSIONLER OF PUBLIC WORKS m mov-
ing the sccond rending of the Railway Management Bill,
said that th: question had very ficquently reccived the
attention of the House, and 1t was in conformity with the
action which the ITousc had tiken, that this Bill had becn
prepued  Although the Bill was a short one, 1t had becn
very carefully preparced, 1n order to eflcet the object
m yview, which was a  generid handing over of the
powars of tht Railway Commissioners to the Com-
missioner of Public Woiks  Power was given by the
Bili  to engage the nceessary staff to  cany on
the 1n portant undcrtakings contemplated by the Bil A
similar measuie had on scieral occasions been before the
House, but genaially i connection with other Boards, which
had 1endered the action of the House tutile He behieved
the alteration contemplated by the Bill would be found satis-
factory to the House and the countiy It would bring hon
membars n duect  communication  with a responsible
mimster of the Ciown 1n selerence to rmlwavs  He would
say no moie upon the subject, which had been so frequently
discussed tn thiat House, but merely move the sccond read-
g ot the Bill, 1escrving to humself the ight of answaiing
a}ny lut{ucutxons which might be 1a13ed by hon mewmbers to
the Bl

The AIIORNLY-GENLRAL sceonded the motion

Mi REYNOLDS did not nse for the purposc ot opposing
the second reading of the Bill  Lhe Commitiece who sat
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upon railway management last session recommended that
railways should be placed under the man igenient of arcspon-
arble head who should be directly responsible to the Commus-
sioner ot Pubhic Works-  If the Government would agree to
a moaification ot the thud clause so as to sub mt to that
House the salanics of the various officers to be appointed
by the Comouissioner of Public Works, that 19, that the sala-
ries of those officers should be placid ujen the Lstun ites,
he would support the second reading of the Bill,with the
proviso also that the word “ solicttor” should be struck out of
the third clause With reference to the salaries ot ofhcers
appomted under the DBill appeaning upon the general
Estimatcs, 1t would be much better that that course should be
included in that Bill, than that they should leave 1topen to a
certain motion being eartied or not  He pirefericd that the
Commmsstonier of Pubhic Works should not have the appoint-
ment of Solicitor to the Railway Board, as he was aware
that the Sohcitor to the Railnay Board received large s ims
of money from that office, and ax thcy had 2 Ciown Solieitor,
he could not see why that officer could not do all the bust-
ness If the gentlemn who held the appointment of Crown
Sohie tor had so much to do that he could not attend to the
legal work 1n connection with the railway, 1t would be fu
better to increase that department, than to go to tius or that
legal fitm, as the legal advisers of this o that Boaid
The Crown Sohicitor had a large income, and he conteuded
the House would not be justified in  sinctiomng
the payment of separate legal firms when the Crown
Solicitor should do all the work  Tf the Government agieed
to the alterations which he had suggested he should support
the second reading of the Bill, buthe had one morc remark to
make The Government, on a motion brought forward by
himself at the close of last session, promised to make enquiry
with a view of ascertaining the possibility of leasing the
raillways, because that was one of therecommendations of
the Committee, that the Government should see if they
could mnot lease the railways to some 1esponsibie
persons  After the 31st  December next, he was
mformed that the rauways in Victora would be out
of the hands of Governmeut, aud that private parties
would be engaged 1a working them Tt was desirable
that some such airangement should be effected here
mstead of the Goveinmeunt having the management
of the ines _If placed under the minnagement of privite 1n-
dividuals and men of business, he was quite ratisfied that the
railways would be much mor: economically managed ind be
much more profitable than when under the management of
the Goyernment, fos there were many matters which would
be looked to by private mdividuals, and which would mate-
nally affect the prosperity ot the undertaking, which would
not be looked to by the Govenment With 1egard to the
power of leasmg the railways, he should hhke to know
tfrom the Attorney-General whether the Government really
had power to do so Ile was awate that the Government
had the power to lease the tolls on the City and Port, and
G ler lown Lines, but he aoubted whether they had power
tolease the City and Port Line Ifthe Government hadnot that
power, he thought that power should be given to them when
the Bill was before the House  He should support toe
second rending of the Bill, on the understanding that the
Government would agree to the suggestions which he had
thrown out There was one other matter which 1t app aied
the Government had not cartied out, although 1t had been
recommended by the Committee of last session upon Rail-
way Management He 2lluded to the Government still keep-
mg on the Graud Junction Station  The Commistee thought
1t unnecessary that station should be continued Yet the
trams continued to call there, fiequently merely to take up a
single passenger  He regretted that the recommendation of
the Commuttee, -in 1eference to that station, had not been
adopted

Ihe ATIORNEY-GENKLRATL supported the second read-
ing of the Bill e was not disposed, on the part of the Go-
vernment, to make any pomise as to the course which
they would take upon the pomnts alluded to by
the hon member for the Sturt He had great
doubt 1 agreeing to the proposition of placing the
salaties of persons employed upon the railwiy on the annual
Estunates  With regard to the appointment of 1 solitor,
thete would be no objection on the part ot the Goveinment
to the business of that and various Bouds bemng peifoimed
by persons appointed for that purpose but it would not be
Just to the Crown Solicitor that he should be requued to do
all the business which was now done by the sohcitors em-
ployed by the various Boaids It the House thought 1t
would be nore economical for 4 solieitor to be appuinted to
the various Boaids, there would be no objection to that
course on the patt of the Govéinment ['o have all the
persons  employed 1n the management of Ralways
placed upon the Estimates, would so tar fitter the action of
the Managx that he questioned whether 1t was hkely to
lead to any dimwnution in the expenditwie , but thit wasa
powmnt which requued very careful consileration Anothcr
question had been refericd to by the hon member for the
Sturt, which was the leasing of the lines ‘Ihe Goveinment
had been must anxious to place such undertikings s soon
as constructed under the management of private i hividuals,
and he thouzht 1t very probable that there would be gieatar
profit 1n connection with them when 1n the hands of private
individuals than when undet the managsment ot the

Government ‘though whether ultimatefy the advan-
tages which would be derived would correspond
with the anticipations, nothing but experience could decide
Lhe Government, however wauld be glad to be relieved from
the trouble and responsibility conneeted with the manage-
ment )t they could find persons possessed ot switable capital
and qualifications to take leascs ot ,the railways Iknquiries
had been ma le upon the point, and the result was that at
present there was no probability of procuring any person to
take the management possessing the requsite capital and
qualifications, but 1t was believed that power was possessed
by the Government at present sufficient to enable them to
lease the whole management of boty the Port and Gawler
Lines, wnd whenever ary 1adividual or any body of individuals
were ptepared to give the necessary security, a pioposal to
lease the lines would be 1eceived by the Government, with a
sincere desire to accept 1t if poseible

Mr SIFRANGWAYS would not be content with the
alterations suggested by the hon member for the Sturt  He
should not be content merely with striking out “Soliaitor,” but
wished to strike out Manager and Secretary also (Laughter )
At present there were two Raillway Commissioners at a
certain salary, they had their secietary at net a very hugh
salay certanly, and they had theu solwitors, who, he be-
leved, were Messrs Hanson & Hicks Now, a8 a substitute
tor thns mana%ment they were called upon to pay a
Manager probably as much as was at ptesent re-
ceived by the two Commnussioners The way in which
the 1ailvays should be worked, 1f they _wele
under the control of the Commissioner ot Public
Works, should be, that the Commissioner of Public Works
should be the General Manager, and there should be two
other parties, the one attending to the tiathe, and the other
to the engincening department He believed that such a
system would be a3 efficient and fa1 moie economical than
the system of appointing a Manager, probably with the same
results as attended the Waterworss, the system being that
an engincer was apponted, and a person who was not an
engiieer was appomntad to look after him , at least that was
the system adopted by the Waterworks Commission IHe
should wish the clause] to stand, that the Commus-
sionel of Raiways should appownt and dismuss officers,
but that their  salares should be voted by Par-
hament  Ruilways were different from  watetwoiks
Something might be said n favor ot the appownt-
ment of a manager of watetwoiks, 1t being necessary
that the accounts should be moie distinet, because they be-
came chargeable to the rate of the uity , but not so with rail-
ways  With rega1d to the appoutment of a solicitor, he
would remaik thit 1 the early days of raillway malang (he
believed the Port klliot ard Goolwa tramway was the first
which was constructed), 1t was not deemed necessary to have
a standing counsel  Conyeyanang was very short 1n those
days for in those days the (overnment had very Little money,
and consequently hal vety Little to spend in law, but now
that they hiad a good deal of money to spend 1t appeared that
the lawyers thought they ought to come in for then faur
share of plunde: e wduld not oppose the second reading,
with the understanding, however, that he should endeavor
to effect the alterations he had referied to in the thud clause

M1 PLAIKL had nod-sue to oppose ihe second reading
of the Bill, but should certainly oppcse it altogether 1f he
thiought that the whole L.st, Manager, Secrctary, Engineets,
and all, were to be appointed without their salaries being
snbnutted ty that House o1 without that Hoase hwing any
check or lmitation upon them _ If such were to be the cas.,
the House mn assenting to the Bill might le voting away o
serious sum of money for patronage e could not sce that
the Goverbment had made any provision upon the Esti
mates to pay these sal irted offi ers and seeing that the Go-
vernment had not provided for the salariesot these olhger s, he
should certainly vote agamst the measure, unless he heard
from the Government that they were ready to place the
aalaries 1immediately under the control of the Parliament
He did not wish to dictate te the Governmeunt what they
should do, but he thourht that all salanes exceeding 200
should be placed on the General Estimates With that
limtation he endoiged the views of the hon members for
the Stwit wnd Encounter Bay and would give his assent to
the second 1eading of tlie Bill, with the distinct understand-
10g that salaries over 200/ should appear upon the General
Estimates  He thought there was a good deal of force 1n the
temaiks of the hon member for Encounter Bay, relative to
the lage staff of offictals appaiently contemplated
by thms Act He could not see why the Commus-
sioner of Pubhc Works, with a first class engineel
at hus clbow, could 1equire such an enormous staff of mana-
gets, &¢  He could haidly tluuk such a staff necessary,
beheving that the Commussioner of Public Works and the
Cluef Euginea would be enabRd to do a good deal The
House could nof see the extent to which the Biil would go,
until they had seen the hgures which 1t called forth , but
probably the remaiks which had been made that atternoon
wouild induce the Goveinment to alter the.r scheme

M) BARROW hoped the Government would be 1n a post-
tion to place the salartes 1n connection with this Bill upon
the ,Lstimates Letter-carries, policemen, and persons
holding subordinate positions, appeared upon the Estimates
at so much per diy, and no tieason had been stated
why there should be an cxception made 1n the case of
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the officers whom 1t was proposéd to appoint under this
Bill  He hoped the Government would fall 1n with the
recommendations urged upon them, ani subject these sala-
ries to the samerule as others

Mr GLYDE had undeistood the hon member for the
Sturt to agh & distinct question of the Goveinment, whether
the salanes of the officers mentioned in this 11! would be
placed upon the Estimates, and he understood the
Attorney General as distictly to state that the Government
would not assent to such a course, Such being the case, he
could not understand how the hon members for Encounter
Bay and the Burra could say that though perfectly agreeing
with the hon member foi the Sturt, they would not oppose
the second reading of the Bill Ile distinctly understood
the Attorney-General to say that the Government would
oppose any attempt to place the salaries on the Kstumates,
and consequently he felt compelled to oppose the second
reading of the Bill in 119 present shape

Mr PRAKE said there appeared to be considerable mig-
apprehension on the pownt, as he had distinctly understood
the Attornev-Genetalto say that there was no otjectios to
place the salaries upon the lustimates

Mr NEALES wished, before the discussion went any
further, to lct it be clearly understood what the Attorney-
General had stated  He certamly understood the Attorney-
General to ‘'state what had been aumputed to him by the
hon member for Kast Toriens If the Attorney-Geaeral
had distinctly stated that the Government would not pluce
the salaries upoan the Estimates, he (M1 Neales) mustas dis-
tl‘l:lct]y stﬁte that he should vote against the sccond reading
of the Bi

The COMMISSIONLR OF PUBLIC WORKS said that
several suggestions hed been made to the Government and
would be brought unde: discussion when the third clause
was under cousulcration  ‘lThe Government did not object to
adopt some of these suggestions, but it would be better that
the House should go into Commttee, prior to those sugges-
tions being discussed  He understood two suggestions to
have been made by hon members who had addrcssed the
House- the one bemg that all salaries should be annually
submitted to Parhiament, and the other that all salar es over
a certain amount should be

The ATIORNLY-GLNERAL sa)d what he had intended
to say was that he could not promise on the part of the
Goveinment to assent to the amendment which had been
proposed, but he was glad that the discussion had taken
place His own feeling was aganst placing all salames upon
the Estimates but he should be glad to have the matter pro-
perly discussed

Mr NEALES had now no hesitation 1 saymng that he
should vote agmust the second reading of the Bl 71he
salaries of letter-carrers, policemen, and 3o on, appeared
upon the Estimates , but 1f a Bill of this hind were passed
monstrous salaries might be p ud, and the House would only
hear of them 10 deductions fiom our loans in Ingland  Im-
mense sums mught be wasted in patronage, and he fo one
would never support a Bill which did not provide that all
silaries shonld be submmtted to Paihament e hoped the
Attorney-General would reconsider the question, as be felt
the i{ouse would not assent to the measure, unless all the
salaries were placed on the Estimates

Capt HART should not oppose the second reading of the
Bil), but when the third clausc was under consideration he
should certdinly support the propoesition that all salarwes
should appear upon the Estimatcs Ihe Bill proposed to
form an establishment simtlar to all other establishments,
and he could not, therefore, see any reasons that the same
lines 1n connection with 1t should not appeu upon the Esti-
mates 1 prectsely the same manner as the salarres attached
to all other establishments He would much rather have
seen the Bill in a different shape, keeping the raillway ac-
counts altogether scpaiate fiom the gencral revenue. He
believed that a mixing of the accounts would cduse serious
ertors, and 1t would have been nfinttely better 1f the
whole accounts 1n connection with railways were
1endered  to that House 1n the same way as
though the railways were a public company and
the directors were rendering an  account to the
sharcholders South Austraha had, tn fact, entcied upon a
ratlway venture, and the accounts should be rendered jearly
to shew what amount was carned to profit and loss i the
guneral revenue  He believed it would be pertfectly impossible
for any man holding the office of Commissioner ot Public
Works to under take that which the directora of a 1ailway
company would peiform Lhe Commussioner of Pabhe
Works could not hold the place of the directors of a ratlway
company, but the svoner such an altesation n the mode of
keepng accounts as that which he had suggested were
effected the better  Oun looking at the Estimates he saw an
mstance of the mistake 1n#miving up accounts with the

eneral revenue He would duect the attention of the

ouse to one item of piofit on bond tiansactions, 6,890/, that
wng the premium on certain bonds for ralway extension,
Waterworks, and varnous other public works, but as hii
been stated by the hon member for Encounter Bay, the
Waterworks accounts should be kept perfectly distinct It
wags clearly an error canying the premum wn the Water-
works bonds to the general revenue, and a serious error 00,
for 1t might eventually be used 1s an argument why the city
shounld not pay back the amount as proposed by the Bill He
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had urged last session the adoption of such a course as he
had now suggested, and the advantage of such a comse wag
much greater than it appeaied, for whether works of this

character paid or mnot, had a great deal to do
with the credit of the colony If it could be
shown that they had been profitable there would

then be no difficulty 1n boriowing more moaey, and
ptobably on much better terms than before.  lhere
would be gieat advantage m showing that the woiks for
which the couotry borrowed money had been reproductive
and profitable  1le wished to bring the ciedit of the colony
as near to the creit of the mother-country as possible At
present there was a wade margin, though 1t had been greatly
reduced during the last two years, and he believed 1t could
be reduced stilf farther by the adoption of the system which
he had suggested

Ihe TREASURER rose, not with the tntention of anawer-
1ng the arguments of the previous spealer, masmuch as he
agreed with that hon member, but he would s1y, 1n 1efe-
rence to one remark to the effect that the hon member would
prefer 1 more coniprehensive 1l under which the railways
would be managed by a Board ot Duectors that tius de-
senbed the state ot things already 1n existence, the Raudway
Board being 1 precisely the posttion refeired to By refer-
ring to the jrinted statement before the House, the hon
member would find returns which would show the receipts
and expendituie of the raillways  The present Bill sought to
divest the Railway Commissioners vl the character of a com-
pany, and to bring them under the immediate control of the
Comumssioner of Public Works There was no dount that
the accounts of the dep rtment should be kept seperately,
tor the 1eason which had been 30 well stated
by the hon member for the Port  I'he accounts would, of
course, be properly audited, 1n order that they might be laid
befoire the [Jouse, and the whole of the receipts and expen-
diture would be then shown to hon members 1t was the
practice unti very lately to pay the premums into the 1rea-
sury, so that they were used apparently as part of the re-
venue, and the present Bill was introduced to enable the
Government to repay to the loan fund the sums which had
hitherto gone to the revenve It had been said that the
Commussioner of Public Works should act as a sort of ma-
nager of the ratlways, but tlus would be impossible 'Lhe
manager, Or solne person corresponding to a manager, should
be always upon the spot, but the Commssioner of 1’ublic
‘Works should be contmually 1 s place i the House and
attending to other duties, and he could not therefore be
always in the railway office It had been said that the rail-
way expenditure should be transferred to the Estimates, but
this need not affect the second reading of the Bill
atall One of the mconvemences of the course proposed
would be that hon members now i opposition could taunt
the Goyvernment with making an nctease tn the expenditure.
These hon members, if still 1 opposition, could say that
there was 36 000! a-year added totht kstimates, aud that they
conld nt afford such an outlag. There was also the question
as to whether the Government should be at hiberty to lease
the rallways to ptivate indivaiduals , ard under the proposed
systerm tins could not be done until Pathament was sitting
Lhe hon member for Encounter Bay had ieteired to some
matters of detail which could be better settled 1n Committee,
but these did not affect the principle of the Bill, swhich had
been approyed of by the House during the last session, and
thch the Government then pledged themselves to intio-
duce !

Mr ANDREWS moved the previous question, which was
then put, and carried without a division

THE CRIMINAL LAW

The ATIORNEY-GENERAL moved—

“lhat he have leave to introduce * A Billintituled an Act
for consohdating the Statute Law in force in South Aus-
traha, relating to criminal procedwie by wdictment or mfor-
mation, by the Attorney-General, by virtue of> the Act No
10 of the year 1852, intituled < An Act to provide for the trial
of offenders without the intervention of grand juries’ ™
This was one of a series of Bills which would be brought
betore the Legislatwie, and some of which had already beun
introduced 10 another place 1he remainder weie n such
a state of forwaidness as would he trusted, cdable nm to
move that they would be1ead a first time on the following
day  Lhen object was not so much to alter the law as to con-
solidate tho whole of the crimnal law At present the pro-
vigions of the criminal law were acattered over & great
number of statutes, (xtendine over some centurics the
greater portion of which were passed withun the Jast 30 or 40
years, but some of which were dated trom a very early
peniod indeed  The Government believed that the time had
now come to consolidate these laws When the Biils came
under discusston he would point out where they effected
changes m the existing law, and would ask the House to
assent to those changes ; but the chiet object of the Bill was
rather consolidation than alteration

‘I he Bill was then read a first time, and the sccond reading
was made an Order of the Day for luesday, 31st inst

INDICTABLE OFFENCLS AGAINST PROPER1Y

The ATPORNEY-GENERAL moved—
“ I'hat he havc leave tointioduce * A Bill intituled an Act
for consolidating the Statute Law in foice in South Aus-




101]

tralia relating to indictable offences agninst property by
malicious w)uries * *’
L he remaihs which he had made 1n introduuing the previous
Bill would be suflicient intioduction for thig measure

‘L he Bill was read a first time, and the second 1eading made
an Order of the Day for l'uesday, 318t inst

ACCESSORIES AND ABET10RS OF INDICTABLE
OFFENCES

The AITORNEY-GLNERAL moved—

“That he have leave to introduce * A Bill mntituled an Act
for consohdating the Statute Law of South Austrilia relat-
g to accessolles to, and abettors of indictable ofiences **”
He should haye mentioned 1n introducing the previous Bills,
that they were founded upon measures which, during
the last session of the British Parhament, weie
Jaxd upon the table of the House of Lords, and
which he beheved had since passed into law
The attention of the Government of the colony had been
called to thms circumstance by ¥is Honor the Chet
Justice, and the form of the Bills was due to the assistunce
of that learned functionary It was due to His Honor Sir
Chrles Cooper that this shouid be stated

The Bill was then read a first time, and the second read-
10g made an Order of the Day for Tucsday, 31st inst

TiF CENSUS BILL

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved that the report of
the Committce of the whole House on the Census Bill be
adopted:

Mr STRANGWAYS said that when tlus DBill was in
Commurttee, he had pointed out what he had believed to be a
deteet 1 at, and  tins  defect still  1emained It
consisted in the fact, that there were no means
of enforcing the taking of the shole census upon
one paiticulat  day, and the result was that in
some of the thinly populated districts it might exfend over
a fortmght He could not sce why the census should not be
talen anunually, when the notices required by the clectoral
law were served When this was done a cop{; of Schedule
A mught be left at cach house, and filled up by the house-
holdel, and a census would thereby be obtained, at least as
correct as the one now 1n question, W hich would only requne
a very sight modification (xt any) m the present mode of
collecting the clectoral returngs  The expense would be very
lLittle, 1f at all, 1ncreased

Mr REYNOLDS had not been prescnt when the B:ll was
discussed in Commuttee, and therefore felt considerable rc-
luct ince 1n voting aganst the thard reading, but he thought
that as there was 1n existence machinery which could be put
an operation for the purpose of collecting the census, the
Government should take advantage of 1t The agricultuial
gtatistics might also be collected at the same time

Mr BARROW said that the House during last session had
voted a sum of money for the purpose ot taking the census,
and during the present session had suppoirted the prnciple
ot the Bill now under consideration Under these arcum-
stances he could not support the previous question, although
he concurred mm what had been said by the previous speaker
as to the talang of an anougl census This was a matter
woithy of consideration, though the time for the collection of
the clectoral lists was not the most favorable for agiicultural
statistics If, however, a system could be devised for col-
lecting the agucultwal statistics, the electoral lists, and
the enumeration of the population at once, 1t wculd be very
destrable [here was a great disadvantage in taking the
census at different pertods of the year, as for instance, at one
tume 1in March, at anether 1n July, and at another in August.
He should suppott the Bill

1he ATIOENEY-GENERAL said that the present Bill
was fiamed on the model of the pievious Census Act, which
had securcd full and accurate information [he hon member
for Encounter Bay had pointed out what he believed to be a,
defect i the measure, but he (the Attorney-Geneial) was
not sure that the cost of rectifying this supposcd defect would
not greatly exceed the advantage to be gained  With regard
to collecting the agncultuinl statisties, hon “members would
see by the Estimates that it was the intention of the Govern-
ment to combine the collection of these with the taking of
the census  He should support the motion as against the
previous guestion, but he was quite willing to consider the
suggestions thrown out for the combination ot other matters
with the tak ng of the census, provided the House would
supply the requisite funds

‘Lhe motion wis then put and agreed to, and the tinrd 1ead-
ing was made an Order of the Day for Thursday

PATLRS

The COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS laid upon
the table certain returns relative to the Immgration Depart-
ment and the Assessment on Stock

THE ESTIMATES

The TREASURER moved that the House go into Com-
mittee on the lustimates

Mr PRAKE sud that as 1t was the Queen s Buthday, he
should move that the House ndjourn (Hear, hear )

My REYNOLDS suggestcd that, before the House ad-
journed, the [fon the Attorney-General should fix a day for
gomg on with the kstimates
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The ATTORNEY GENERATL presumed that there would
be no use 1n putting the Estirnates on the paper for the fol-
lowing day, as the adjourned debate on the motion of the
hon member tor Iuist Tortens would then comeon Per-
haps the hon member would move that the kstimates be an
order of the day for Lhursday

M; REYNOLDS s ud he would second such 2 motion

M: PLAXKE moved that the kstimates be an Order of the
Day for Lhuisday

Agreed to

DISTILLATION

Mr MILDRED in rsing to move--**1hat he have leavs
to bung in a Bul, mtitul=d < An Act to repeal Act 19 of the
5th of Victoiia, intituled An Act to regulate internal distil-
lation i the province of South Austialia,’”” asked leave to
strike out all the words, fiom the word “repeal” to the word
Ny

The AIMTORNLY-GENERAL said that the motion was
one whuch would give rise to much discussion When he
consented that the Government business should not be pro-
ceeded with, 1t was on the onderstanding that 1t was the
Queen’s Birthday , but if any busmess were to be proceeded
with, he should prefer the Govern.nent busmess being gone
on with

Mi: MILDRED wag willing to have the motion roade an
Order ot the Day for Fuday

Agpreed to

CLOSING GOVERNMENT OFFICES

Mr GLYDE asked the hon the Attoiney General by
whose authonty, and for what reason, the Goveinment
Offices wele closed to the public on Saturday, Aprl 23,
without previous notice having been given in the ern-
ment (Fazette

Ihe AI'TORNEY-GENERAL read the following reply —
* By the Chief Secrctary’s authority, 1 accordance with a
usage which has obtained during seveial years past in the
Government service, of closing the public oflices on Satur-
days ntervening between two public hohdays, due notices
Leing placarded on the doors otpthe several public offices a
day o1 two hefore, the special occasion aliuded to was
during the Baster holidays, and the usual notices were posted
both 1n Adelaide ana at the Port

Fhe House 10se at half-past 2 o’clock

———————
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 25
The PRESIDEAT took the chair at 2 o’clock

DILFENCES OF THE COLONY

The PRESIDENI announced the receipt of a Message
from. His Excelleacy the Governor enclosing a despatch from
the Secretary of State, on the subject of colonal naval and
military defences

BOUNDARY OF THE COLONY

The Hon the CHIEF SECRETARY moved—

“ I'hat an addiess be presented to Her Majesty with re-
ference to that part of the colony of New South Wales which
1s situated between the eastern boundary of Western Aus-
tralia and the western boundaiy of thus province, representing
the natural dependence of that territory upon South Aus-
tialia, through whose ports alone access can be obtained to
1t, and the difficulty and cost attending 1ts settlement and
g6%z1nment by any other colony , and praying Her Majesty
since no steps have been taken by the colony of New douth
Wales upon the subject, to cause the requisite measures to
be adopted to procuie the sanction of Parliament to 1ts being
united with the province of South Austiahia, and that a
Committee of three persons be appointcd to prepare such
address
Hon rcmbers were no doubt aware that the piece of land
referted to was part of the territory of New Holland, west-
ward of South Australa, and lying between that colony and
Western Australia  Nomunally 1t belonged to New South
Wales, but 1t was virtually cutoff by an impassable deseit In
the session of 1857 a sunilar resolution was in effect passed, in
the shape of an addiess to His Excellency the Goveinol, who
was requested to communicate with the Imperial authorities
upon the subject Commumecations had been made, and a
correspondence had taken place with New South Wales, but
he regretted to say with no effect It wis now proposed to
biing the matter more prommuently forwar! by an address to
Her%ﬂnjesty It was well known that the territory could not
be ot any service to New South Wales, but 1t might prove of
great value to South Australia, the port from which produce
could be exported being part of South Austraha

The Hon A FORSTER seconded the motion, which was
carried, and the Hon thc Chief Sectetary, and Messra,
Moiphett and Davenport were appointed a Commuttee, to
report upon that day week

THE ENGLISH MAIL

The Hon Captain BAGOSL put the questions of which he
had gwen notice—

st1 At what hour the last poition of the English mail
was put on board the Corio at Port Adelaide, n Wednesday
last, the 18th instant, and at what how she got under weigh
to proceed to Nepean Bay?
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‘11 Why that vessel did not call at Glenelg for the sup-
plementary mnl as she wis bound to do ?

“11 For what sum was the steamer Young Austraban

chartered to take that mail to Nepean Bay, and to whom 18
that money paid or payable?”
The hon geutleman remarked 1t was very deswrable the
Council and the public at large should be informed of the
cauge of therregularity iz the conveyance of the muls by
the Corio to Nepean Bay He was purticularly desirous of
knowing why there hrd been a depar ture from that particular
portion of the contract, by wlnch the Corio_was hound to
call at Glenelg for the suppiementary mal  He asso wished
to know what delay there had been at Purt \Adelude after the
receipt of the mai), and who would pay the cost of chartering
the Young Austiahan

1he Hon the CHILF SFCRETARY sud that from in-
qumies which he had made, he had ascertawned that the mail
wag put on board at six pm on the pieceding Widnesday,
and that the vessel left 25 minutes atterwards No official
repoit had yet been 1eccived from the owners of the Coro,
but any further imformation would be communicated to the
House 71he Young Australian had been chartered for 100,
which amount was payable eo the owners

ARIESIAN WELLS

The Hon J MORPHLTI' asked the Chief Secretary if
any stepsliave been taken for the expenditure of a sum of
750{, placed by His Iuxcellency on the Estimates for the
current half-year, for boring fo1 artesian wells  The House
would 1emember that last session there was an 1mpression
that Jarge quantities ot land adapted for pastoral purposecs
were rendeied uselessin consequence of the absence of wates,
and Parhiament voted 750! for the current half-year to be
expended 18 the Government thought fit in boring for
artesian wells  The half year having nearly capired he
was desuous of knowing what steps had been taken in the
matter

The Hon the CHILF SCCREIARY sud the 7500 were
10 be expended under the Suryeyor-General, wha reported on
the 22nd November, thatat was not desirable to expend the
money until there had been a geological survey of the
countly lhe suin being quite mndequate for the purpose,
an addition was made to the otiginal motion of the follow
mg words—* o1 sinking wells where necessary A well was
being suuk at the noith west bend of the Muriay, and
another would shoitly be commenced A geological Sur-
veyor was at present here on avisit from Vietona, andin
s examination of the country would repott spectally upon
the geological formation of the country tor artesian wells

STANDING ORDERS

The Hon Dr DAVIES asked the Chief Secretary why, at
the commencement of the thnd session this Council has
no propeily sanctioned Standing Orders, having only pro-
visionally adopted those of the old Legislative Council , also,
why the Jomnt Standing Orders have never been mutually
agreed upon by the two Houses, and confirmed  He had put
this notice on the )aper as he thought 1t excecdingly de-
sirable that hon members should know what the Standing
Orders really wete The Standing Orders Commuttee had
been sitting so long, that he really thought 1t was time tne
Council had some result from their labours The Council
had conditionally adopted the Standing Orders of 1852, but
1t was surely right they should have som. for 1859, par-
ticularly s upon demanding a printed- copy, he found that
the Standing Orders of 1852, were out of print
It was mportant that hon members sbould not
orly have copies of the Standing Orders upon the
table of thc House, but also 4t then own houses, tor 1efe-
rence It appeared also that yoint Standing Orders had been
}:]n epaged for the two Houses, but these had never becn con-

rme

The Hon the CHIEF SECRETARY did not know why
the hon member should paiticulaily ask bun, as he thought
the question had better have been addressed to the Chair-
man of the Commttee If the hon member 1eferred to
Council Paper 107, of 1857 and 1858, he would find there a
recommenda tion that the joint Standiug Oiders should not
be adopted by the Council lhe Committee upon the new
Standing Orders had not yet brought up thew repmt, and
the Council svere consequently still under the Standing
Orders of 1852  Perhaps the Chanman of the Committee on
Standing Oiders would be enabled to answer the question
moe specifically .

The Hon th¢ PRESIDENL said that every member was
furmished with a copy of the Standing Orders refeired to,
and as to the Standing Orders being on the Council table,
they had 1avarably been ready for the inspection of any
member 1he Comimttee had been anxious to arrive at some
practical result, and having had the experience of two ses-
sions, hoped to be able to make a teport ‘lhe reasou there
were no joint Standimeg Orders, was that the Council hiad
detcamined they could not be adopted, and the existing
Standing Orders weie adopted expressly till the Counci
otherwise ordered

THE BOTANICAL GARDYNS
The Hon Dr DAYVILS moved—

¢ 1hat all the conespondence that may hate passed be-
tween the Government and the Botanic Garden Committee,
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relative to the tenure by which the said Commuttee holls the
land for the purposcs of a garden and public tecreation be
1nud butore the Council, and also, if thete be any deed or
document conveying the saxd land to any persons acting as
trustees, or to the said Commuttee, for public use, that a copy
of the same be produced
He bad put this motion on the papet 10 consequence of the
Government proposing to resume portion of the ground
allotted to the Botanical Gardens It was desirible 1t should
be hnoewn who had power to resume land after it had been

wen for public purposes  In this case, the Committee of

he Botaniec Gardens simply had notice that the land would
be taken from them , they were not even asked whether it
would interfere materially with their opeiations When
Jand was given for public purposes 1t was a matser of suffi-
cient unportance that the Executive should be consulted,
betore any onc member of the Admin stration took it upon
himself to resume the land  He undeistood that the Com-
mussioner of Crown Lands knew nothing about the matter
prior to an intimation being given to the Botan ¢ Garden
Committee that the land was 1equiied The land required
was the only mound 1 the grant It wus a most picturesque
spot, and taking 1t from the gudens would interfere very
much with the anangements—in fact, their whole beauty
would be entirely destroyed  lhe purpose to which the land
land was to be applied was, at least, doubtful it having
been detertmined to extend the Lunatic Asylum He wae
aware that the Keeper of that Asylum was a most humane
man, and that the Colomial Surgeon ably discharged his
duties, but he objected to any fuither expendituic upon the
Lunatic Asylam, winch should, he considered, be removed
to the countiy

1he Hon A FORSIER seconded the:motion

The Hon the HIEF SECREIARY said there could be
no possible objection on the part of the Guvernment  The
Colomal Architect reported that a certain portion of land ad-
Jorming the Lunitic Asylum was requned fer the puipose
of erecting an addition to ¢hat building, the mouey for which
had been voted by Parlinment last session  The land woild
as 4 matter of course, be resumed, 1f there were no objection
raised by the Botanical Garden Commuttee, and 1f they had
thought the Gardens would be damaged, they had ounly to
m ke that representation, and nodoubt 1t would have been
attended to  Theic was no intention on the part of the
Executive to offer any affront to the Botanic Garden Com-
nuttee He had understood trom the Colomal Architect, that
the spot which had been taken was the only one which could
be mede pvailable

1he motion was carried

CENTRAL ROAD BOARD

The Hon Dr EVERARD moved—

* 1hat, on Tuesday next, the draft regulations of the Com-

missioner of Public Works for the guidance of the Cential
Boad of Main Rods, with the objections ot the said Board
thereto, and the reply of the Chairman of the Central Board
of Mun Roads cmbodying those objections, be laid before
this House *
He had been imnduced to table the motion for the pwipose
of showing in what an ancmalous position the members of
the Cential Road Board were placed by the very stringent
regulations of the Commissioner of Public Woiks The
Board were in a great measure an elective body , but 1t was
mpossible thev could do their duty if they abided by the re-
gulations of the Commuissioner ot Publhic Works

l1he Hon Major O’'HALLORAN seconded the motion,
which was carried

ELECIORAL RETURNS

The Hon Dr DAVIES roved—

“That an addition be made to the next Electoral Returns

of the number ot notices to electors delivered 1o each dis-
trict or division of the colony and of the number of such
notices that ave returned to the proper authorities *
He behieved that if the suggestion contained 1 s motion
weie cairied, the returns would be much more complete than
herctofore By the present returns 1t could only be ascer-
tained who clumed to vote , but there were a laige number
of voting papers which were sent out which were never re-
tuined, and t was necessmy to hnow what that number
really was, mn ordex to ascertdin the total number of electors
1 the colony  He was informed tbat, in the city of Adclaide
alone, one¢ thousand more notices had been sent out than had
been 1etuined

1he Hon A FORSITLR scconded the motion

The Hon the CHIEF anl%EFA RY would take an op-
portunity of consulting the Returning Officer, and :f he
thought it desnable the suggestion should be cariied mto
effect 1t should he

‘the Hon J MORPULTT hoped the Chief Secretary would
con:ider the expense, as 1t might be very considerable and
he did not sce what benefit w18 likely to arise  He believed
1t would prove a perfectly useless expenditure, unless the
Hon Dr Davies could show what benetits would 1esult fiom
1t bung ascertanied whether there were 100 or 200 who chose
to be 1udifferent to the franchise under the most hberal con-
stitution in the woirld—one which 1n some 1espects exceeded
Mr Brnght's All had the privilege of exercising a vote ,
and 1f fiom ndiftercnce they did not choose to do 80, he
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could not see what practical good would result from knowing
whether there were 100 ot 1,000 who were so indiflerent

fhe Hon A TFORSLER undetstood the desire of the
move: was to know how many clectoral notices were sent out
1n each district, and how many wete retuined  He did not
see there could be much evpense attending tins  He could
see some benefit hikely to 1csult from these teturns  During
the last Adelaide election 1t was stated that a large nu.uber
had not rccerved voting papers , but 1fat could be shown tht
the Retwmining Ofticer had sent oufthese voting papers, he
would, of course, be exonerated from neglect  Ifitwere tor no
other purpose he thought it was napoite nt 1t should be known
that the Retuimng-Offices Lad discharged tis daty It
would be a very important statistical return to show the
numbers who had 1eceived voting papera, without wuhng
themselves of the opportumty of exuretsing then frinchise
If there would be any consideiable expense he qucstioned
whetha 1t would be desirable 1t should be 1ucuried, but as
none was tavolved he should support the motion

‘Lhe Hon Dr DAVIES smd the additional cost would not
be 53 , only two additional columns would be requnied

‘Lhe motion was lost

OFFLNCES OF A TUBLIC NATURE CONSOLIDA-
110N BILL

This Bill was fusther considered in Committee  Various
verbal ameudments were made, and the President icported
progress, and obtained leave to it agamn on the following
Lunesday

1he Honse adjourned 1t 20 munutes to 4 o’clock, till 2
o clock on the following luesday

—
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

WFDNFSDAY, MAY 25
The SPEAKER took the chair at 1 o’clock

ITHE WALERWORIKS

The COMMISSIONLR OF PUBLIC WORKS, at the
request of the late Cmicf Commissioner of Waterworks laid
upot the tible of the House a report ot the late Chief Eng:-
neer which was ordered to be printed

Mi REYNOLDS undustood there was a communication
from Mr Maturin, and wished to know whether the hon
entleman had any objection to lay it on the table ot the
{ouse

1he COMMISSIONER OIF PUBLIC WORKS sad the
commumcation refericd to had been moved for 1n another
place, and had been ordercd to be printed

MESSAGE ¥ROY HIS EXCELLENCY
The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a mesgage from
His Excellency, euclosing a despateh trom the Secretary of
Stite, on the subject of colontal naval, and miitaiy de-

fences
MEASOUREMENT O SHIPS

e TREASURER laid upon the table of the House a re-
turn, shewing the number of ships measutcd for tonnage for
the past year, wlich was ordered to be printed

GRAND JURILS ‘

Mr MILDRED moved—

*1hat he have leave to bring 1in < A Bill intituled an Act to
reped Act No 10 of 1852 ntituled * Au Act to provide for
.tIhe trial of oftenders without the intervention of Grand

urres '’
He had been mduced to bring forward the motion n conse-
quence of having observed tor a long t.me past the very un-
satisfactory manner 1 which trial by Jury had becn con-
dacted 1n South Austrihia  He objected to 1t trom the first
time that he had an oppottunity of witnessing its operations
He otjected to a supposed offender being placed in thefelon’s
dock, without theie hiving been a preliminary enquiry be-
vond that which had tuken place betore thecommitting magis-
tiate  Lhe offender would be placed iltogetherin a different
light 1f there were the mtervention of a Grand Jwy If,
fter an taquisitorial examtnation of that chalacter 1 tiue
Biil were not found, the ct aracter and hono of the mdividual
remuned untouchied  On the other band, ~fter an individual
had been placed i the fclon's dock and had regenved all the
advantages which could be derived from the employment of
a talented barmster, and was n consequence discliarged, the
remark was fiequently made that he had escaped Dby the
employment of a clever sohcitor to get him out of the messg
Such were s 1mpressions n 1reference to trial by Jury,
when he heard that an institution 30 valued m England had
been thiown overboard in South Austialia In Lnglhwd the
magistiacy were formed of differc. t materiil tror what they
were tn this eclony, wheie there were such hmited means ot
gelection Some of the Justies in tins colony had becn
shepheids who could searcely write then own names yet the
hberty, character, and horor of thair fellow-men were
placed 1 their hands  After a commttal had taken place,
the case was sent to Adelaide to be dealt with, ind he would
ask how many cises were thiownout of the Supreme Court
upon the pleyv that there was not sufficient evidence
to support them® In how many cascs, when the
Croun Sohciter was remonstrated with by the Judge,
after the case had been entered upon, had that
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officer stated that he was very sorry, but that was
all the evidence which he had to offir» What he objected to
was that there was no stepping stone between the committal
by a Justice of the Peiwe, and placing the accused 1n the
fClon's dock It was undetstood that the comwmttal went
before thie Crown Sohcitor or the Attorney General, but it
appeared to be thought that the mcre fact of a wan having
been committed was sufficient to Justify his being sent before
aJury Hec had hoped from the announcement made by His
Excellency at the openming of the session, that the Bills 1eferred
to in His Excellency’s speech would have been placed upon
the table of the House, so that they would have scen whetha
any improvement was contemplated n the pesent svatem
It w18 not not consistent, 1t was not nglsh, ror wasat
cons.stent with English junisprudence, that peisons should
be sent to take their tiial at the Supteme Couirt under chcum-
stances such as they were sent 1 South Australln It was
quite possible that “either the Crown Solicilor o1 Attorney-
General might be employed by prvate 1adividuals to pro-
secute parties before  Justices of the Peace, and
subsequently they would «lso be called upon to pro-
sccute the parties at the Supreme Court He knew
an 1nstance 1m which the Attoiney General pleaded in the
Police Court for the committal of a party and the appeal
from that decision was of course from the Police Magis-
tiate to the Attoiney-General nmself Some material
alterat'on wag essential 1n the present system ‘Lhere
should be some ordeal between the committal of an
offender by a Justice of the Peace and lus trial at the
Supreme Court lhose were his reasons for placing the
motion upon the paper, and it no other means could be
devised for accomplishing the oert 1n view, he suggested
the tepeal of the Act which abolished trial by Grand
Jury  He should te2l 1t his duty to press the motion,
unless the Attorney General could assure bim that matennl
alterations in the extsting system weie 1n contemplation

Mr SOLOMON scconded the motion

Mr BAKLWELL felt 1t lus duty to oppose the motion
The Grand Jury system was a worn out mstitution,
which was very properly put an end to by the Act of
1852, which Act the hon member for Noarlunga wished
to repeal He had not hieard the whole of the hon mem-
ber 8 address, but he would point out that the Act of
1852 did two things —it threw upon the Attoiney-
General  the duty of signing  all indictments, and
ot perusing the ¢vidence upon wiich persons weie com-
mutted It the person were committed by a  Special
Magistrate o1 by two Justices of the Peice, then the Attor-
ney General was bbind to let the case go to trial  If, on the
other hand the commttal had been by a simgle magistiate,
then the Attorney Gencril was bound to mspect the deposi-
twons , and i1f aftar dommg so, he thought 1t was not a fit case,
theu he did not allow the prosecution to go on  He thought
that aftorded evoary protection which could be desired  lhe
eviis which had beecn pomted out by the hon member for
Noatlunga would not be remedicd by a 1evivalof the Grand
Jury aystem  and there could be no doubt that the Grand
Jury «ystem  afforded great facthties for the escape of
crimimals  The evidence taken before a Grand Jury wasin
secret, nnd thas 1t would bappen thit a man when charged
befoie a Pohice Court would be committed , but when before
a Grand Jury the witnesses might so change their esidence
by perjury that no Bill would be found, and there would be
no mecans of pumshing the witnesscs  lhe Giand Juiv
could only act upon the evidence before them, and would be
bound to acquit the accused, though aware of the disere-
ancies betwecn the evidence befuie them and that which
19d been given at the Police Court  There were many
reasons that they should not revert to the system of Grand
Juries , great waste of time was involved, and 1t would be
1mpowsnb’ie to get the class here who 1t was de-
sirable  should coustitute the Giand Jury  Latterly
every é)drty enfitled to act as a special Juror was aiso
entitled to act upon the Grand Jsy, and when the Grand
Jury svstem wasin operation here snstances had been known
i which parties sitting upon the Grand Jury had used then
puvite influence to ensure the acquittal of the accuscd
Some years ago he prosecuted a patty chargedwith 1 series
of most atrocious libels, extending over a perwod of five
or siv weeka but he was told before he went before the
Graud Jury that the accused would be acquitted in conse-
quence of the private influence ot parties wlho were upon the
Jwy nd so he was Hec hoped the hon member for
Noatlunga would not press for the revival of Grand Juries,
as 1t ‘X‘ ould be very much to be regretted that they should be
revived

Mr MILDRED wished to explain that as he read the Act
it was optional with the Attorney-Geneial whether he should
send porsons for tnal , 1t was not rmperttive

Mr BAGO! though he would not pledge himself to the
second 1cading shoulg support the motion for the mtroduc-
tion of the Bill doing so for the purpose of giving the
Attorncy-General an opportunity of 1eplying to some
questions which he should put to hin It did appear to
him that something should inteivene betwceen placing
men o the felon's doch and the comumttal by a
Justice of the Peace, because the depositions taken before
a Justice of the Peace werc frequently of that charicter
that had the witnesses been subjected to a strict
cross exammation there would have been no pruna
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Jacie eise against the parties He wished to know
from the Attoincy-General, aund the reply of thi hon gen-
tleroan would gurde him 1n1eference to the course which he
should adopt upon the second 1eading, how many cases had
occarred withi the last few years, sice the Act, which the
motion before the House sought to 1epeal, had been m opera-
tion 1 which the Crown Solicitor had withdiawn the pro-
secution after pairtics had been plicedin the dock, distin-
guislung the numba of cases in which no case was diselosed
upon the depositions He could fiom Ius own ex
perience state that many instances of this kmd had
occurted, and that wiws pot such a state ot
thungs as should exist  Gentlemen acting as Justices of the
Peace in 1emote districts frequently did not understand the
law, and from the manner in which the depositions were
tiken 1t was dificult, when they were sent to the Attorney-
Generil to say whether a case against the prisoner appeaied
upon the face of them or not, but after the Crown Solitor
had had an oppmtunity of examining the witnesses he fre-
quently had a different impression from that which a meire
perusal of the depositions would give hum  1le wanted to
know from the Attorney-Genetal how many cises there
were 1 which the parties, atter bemng c¢immitted, had not
been pliced upon thewr trial, he believed the number was very
tew  He should support the first 1eading, though he did not
pledge himself to support the details ot the measwe, but he
thought there should be an alteiation in the present sy-tem

ihe A11ORNEY-GWN & RAL should oppose the moticn,
though he should be quite prepaied to support any motion
having fo1 1ts object au improvement of the presunt system
He was quite willlng to admit that the system which cx-
1sted at the present time was susceptibls of amendment, and
it any practical amendment could be suggested he should be
happy to adopt 1t If the hon member for Noarlunga
did mot wish to revat to the old  system bat
to amend the present one, he should "be happy
to  coasider the proposition  on  1ts  merits The
motion, however, was not for an amendment ot the present
system, but to revive i South Austrilia what the highest
tegal authorit es 1n England with a stiong preponderance
ot pubhic tceling, had pionounced unsuited, and wore pre-
panng to do away with  Any one fimibar with the subject,
hnew thatin nine cises out of ten, where o Grind Juy
1guored a Bill, 1t was not because theie did not exist suffi-
aient evidence ind suspicion to jushify the ndividual being
placed upon his trial, but beeause there were some peculiar
cucurnstances connected with the case, which 1nduced the
Giand Jury to take a mote favorable view of the individunal
than justice warranted Henced mercly yefer to one case
which had recently excited a good deal of fecung 1 Eug-
land, and had been 1eferrel to by the Lord Chancellor 1n the
House of Lords as a proof of the fillacy of justice by Grand
Juries  He alluded to a case m whieh the death of the in-
mate of a Lunatic Asylum, in ¥ ngland, hadt been caused by
the unproper ind cruel treatment to which he had been sub-
Jected, and he believed that thioughout the whole country,
nimne out of ten were satisfied, i1f not that death had been
caused by this treatment, that the circumstances were such

as requred fuld aund faiwr public 1nvestigation the
mvestigation, however, was  copducted  privately,
and  he mught mention that before the Grand

Jury the only cvidence taken, was of peisons to a cer-
tam extent accomplices, who gave their cvidence n
guch a way, 18 to cieite a favorable impression 1 1eference
to the accused party, and the result wasthete was no Bill
found Lhus the matter ended, though theie could be no
doubt that the death of an mnocent ndividnal had been
caused He quoted the cise to shew one of the essential
vices of the Grand Jury system  All persons summoned to
give evidenee before a Grand Jury, gave it without the sanc-
tion of publicity, without a possibility of that cvidonce being
known, and such a color was given to 1t as to create an 1m-
pt esston favorable to the peisons accused, 1f the parties had
any blas o thewr favor 7dhere could be no doubt that a
great many criminals escared 1 thit way He knew a
number of 1nstances m which bills against puties were
found by the Grand Jury, yet those parties had becn after-
wards acquitted, 80 that 1t could not be sud the Grand Jur

always operated as a4 protection to innocent mdividuals, if
thar acquittal weic to be taken as an evidence of their inno-
cence  lhere was one session here in the early days of the
colony, when every peison was acquitted ~ agawmst
whom the Giand Jury had found buls, and evely one
of those must be presumed an inuocent man  If the
number of acquitt s under the existing system were con-
trastud with the number under the system of Grand Funies,
he was saticied 1t would be admitted that Giind Furies were
no protection whatcver  lhe number of icquittals was as
great as under the present system  ‘1he hon member fo
Birossa had referred to a gross aud palpable deml of yustice
stmply because the friends and connections of the accused
party happened to be upon the Grand Tury The supporters
of thie paper of which the accused was editor happened to be
upon the Grand Jury, and thus 1t was that there was a de-
nial of justice, and the same thing might oceur agan when a
person had the sympathy of the Giand Jury e did not
obyect to discuss the present system, to sce 1f 1t could be
amended, but he should oppose from the beginming and
thioughout any attempt to do away with the present system
by introducing one wiconsistent with the present ciicum-
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stances of the colony, wd which in Fnglind had been found
toimpede rather than promote the ends’of yustice It wasa
system which 1t would be 1n the highest degree unwise to
establish  Grand Juries had thar ongm n lngland i the
duty which by the common law was 1mposed on “all persvns
of ~ finding ~out offenders, ongnally the caquuy
was 1 the natme of an wquest, 1t bemg the duty
of the Juy attu enquiry to piesent the case to
v petty Jury, and with the Jharacteristic love of nghishmen
for old customs the 3ystern was adhcred to At the present
time, however, 1t was found to be an institution behind the
wants of the community, and which 1t was expedient to do
away with  He could not give the precise nunber of cases
refericd to by the hon member for Laght, but he would state
the principle which gu:ded the Crown piosecutor, who sub-
stantially decided whether the paities should be placed on
then ti1al or not  Whete the evudence did not shew that an
offcnce had been commutted there wasno prosecution, for in-
stance, he maght 1efer to a recent case from Mount Gmbrer,
where t party was chaiged with obtamming goods under fuilse
pretences, and although there could be no doubt he unad acted
very wiongly stil), as he had not commtted an offence
punishable by law, there was no prosecution  Whete, how-
evdit, the depositions showed that an offence had been com-
mitted, and it was a question of the effect of evidence, the
Cirown piosecutor always felt 1t ns duty to prefer an indict-
ment Sometimes although on the fice otthe depositions 1t
appeared there was not sutheient to convict, still, when the
witnesses met, other evilence was, perhaps, adduced which
ensnied a comvuction  If, however, the Crown pio-
secutor, after exammming  the witnesses, found that
there was no case, 1t was s duty to say so to the Court ,
when howeser 1t was elear that ‘w offcnice had been com-
mitted, the Crown prosccutor had no right to siy that be-
cawse the evidence did not produce the mptession upon hig
mind that 1t had upon the commutting Magistiate, there
should be no prosecution  He should be ghd of any sug-
gestions which would effect an 1mpiovement 1n the present
system

yMr PEAKE shonld support the motion i the hope that
the amendment which the Attorney-Gencaial thought possible
might be introduced He thouglt the argwment of the
Attoiney-General was a {wo-edged” sword cutting as much
against himself as lus adversary  Lhe hon gentleman had
stated that the Grand Tury had grown out of ancient cus-
tom, and for thit 1eason he (M1 Peahe) respected it, for he
found a great many of the ancient customs had ther ongin
in the Jcalousy with which the people watched over thewr
freeaom A rumoum, tor mstance, got about that a ceitain
man had done a certain wrong and then there was an exami-
nation by a Graud Jury but if they found he had uot been
guity ot the offence imputed to him, he was not putm the
felon’s dock  1hat he considered a wise piecaution to pre-
vent the character of an intividnal being bhighted i the
opinton of dus fellow-countiymen, and for that reason he
upheld the mstitution, lhe Attoiney-General had
stated that justice might be defeited by collusion between
the parties on the Grand Jury and the accused , but precisely
the same thing might oceur with a petty juiy  [he evil ot
the present system was, that though a mn weie acqmtted
he had been brinded perhaps for months previousiy as a
fclon in consequence of his commttal  He believed what-
ever unpertections there were m the Grand Juiy system
nught be cured  The Attoiney-General had quoted a high
lezal authority at home as opposed to Grand Jwnes, but 18
tid appear to hun strange that if the Grand Jury system had
groduced such seribus 1esults at home, 1t had not long since
een abiog ited

Mr SIRANGWAYS should vote against the motion, ind
must confess himself perfectly astonished at heatmng from
the hon member for the Burta his views upon the Grand
Jury system He thought the hon member was better
acquanted with matters ot constint occunience for many
years past under the Grand Jury sy stem, and how any one
acquunted with its working could suppoirt that system he
could not understand At the termination of the Assizes or
Quarter Sessions, when thanked by the Judge for their
attendance, the Giand Jury had 1n  numerous cases
presented  addresses expressiog  an  opuuon  that
their services were tworse than useless  An mno-
cent man could be placed upon ns tmal unde: the Grand
Jury system, as a story could be trumved up, and no cross-
examination was allowed Ihe Attorney-General had
alluded to one mstance, m which the Grand Jury system had
prevented a party, agamst whom very stroug suspicion
existed, from bemng put upon s tual, but the hon gentle-
man might has e instanced hutdreds of similar cases Ile
thought the hon  movar forgot 4hat 1t would be from the
Justices of the Peace that the Grand Jury would have to be
selected  [he feeling mm kngland was m favour of the
appoimntment of a Cirown prosecutor , but since the Attor-
ney-Genelal had become a tesponsible Minister of the Crown,
he questioned whether 1t was not desirable that office should
be pliced in the hands ot a non-political officer  He should
decidedly oppose a return to the Grand Jury system

Mr ANDREWS should vote against the motion, though
he regretted the necessity of doing so, 19 he was strongly 1n
favor of the adsantage which the subject enjoyed from the
mtervention of a Grand Jury But as the hon the Attoiney-
General had given notice of a measure for the amendment of
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the criminat law, hie (Mr Andrews) conaidered it desirable
that that measure should be first disposed of, asit would be
well to have as few statutes on the statute-book as possible
It might perhaps be necessary to have something in this
country tantamount toa Grand Jury, for an oflice: of the
Government did not stand 1n that position, but such an
ariangement raight be introduced 1n the Bill to amend the
cniminal law  He understood from the hon the Attorney-
General that 1t was the practice at present to abandon pro-
secutions on the merc ipse durrt of the Crown prosecutor
The Attorney-General was at present in the position of a
Grand Jury, and tlns was not a proper position for any
officer of the Crown (Hear, hear )

fhe ATTORNEY-GENERAL, in explanation, said that
he had been misunderstood as having said that the Grand
Jury stood between the Crown and the genple, mnasmuch a8
the Attorney-General in England could put any person on
trial on_a crioinal information without the inteivention of a
Grand Jury

Mr BAKDWELL, m explanation, said he had stated
that the Attoiney General 1 England had a nght to put a
person upon his trial or not after he was committed by a
Justice.  He had also said that he might be sent to trial by a
Special Magstrate in this countiy, or by two Justices of the

ence

Dr WARK rose with more than oidinary difdence on
the occasion (A laugh ) There might be some detect in the
Jaw as it stood but the hon the Attorney-General had pro-
mised to take action 1n the matter and under these cucum-
stances he thought 1t would be wrong to dive into the matter
The rights of the subject had alicady been so ably urged by
the professional members of the House that he would not
enter at any length upon them, but he would say that in the
country in winch he was born, Scotland, the crimmal law
was admunsteted 1n the sume way as it was admimstered
here, the Advocate-General having the power of bringing
offenders to trnal  The system had worked so well that he
never recollected hearing an ohjection raised against 1t, and
it was acknowledged that under 1t the libeity of the suhject
wag fully picserved  He believed that 1t allowed of
more mdependence than existed where a  number of
gentlemen who  did not understand anything of law
—for law wag law—were entrusted with the decision
(Laughter ) The system 1 force in Scotland worked very
well, and there wee many Scotch persons 1n thig
countty who liked the habits of home He (Dr
Wark) beheved that 1t was whilst a Scotchman was
mn  office that the system was mtroduced 1n this
country  He could only see one objection to it, and
that was where the party laymng the information prosecuted
the accused at the bar  In the maze between hun and the
law (for he belonged to another learned profession) he was
prepared to allow the hon the Attorney-General to decide
as to when prosecutions should be 1nstituted , but he would
not by any means go back to the old Grand Jurysystem He
could not” fancy anytbing worse than a dozen gentlemen
sitting to decide upon the crimunality or 1nnocence of an 1n-
dividual 1n secret, and that whilst the country possessed
one gentleman on whom 1t could lay the burden—let him be
whom he might —whom the public could hold 1espousible,
and to whom 1f he were ever very much in the wrong, they
might point the finger of scorn  He believed there were at

1esent some difficulties in the way of the admumstiation of
Justice, but he was content to await the action of the Attor-
ney General

K[l YOUNG could not entet into all the feelings of the
hon member for the Murray as to the objectionable fcatures
of the Giand Jury system _He consideied that that system
was & very desirable one  He would just on the spur of the
moment—as he was unprepared for the debate—refer to the
last Comt of Assize at which only about one third of the
prisoners tried were convicted Looking tu the other two-
thirds 1t was a fair and reasonable assumption thita large

roportion of them were placed in the criminal’s dock un-
Justihably He beheved the existence of the Grand Jury
system would in many mstances have prevented these per-
sons from beng placed in the position which thewr
circumstances would not warrant  The subject should have
a ftair opportunity, whether or not there were justifiable
grounds for s being placed i 4 cniminal dock to take hs
tizal  He should support the motion unless the hon the
Attorney-General was prepared with a measure to remove
the difficulties which at present existed

Mr BARROW thought that if the House adopted the
Grand Juiy system 1t would be a retrogression 1nasmuch as
the xivubluc fueling in England was against 1t and many steps
had lately bzen taken 10 procure its abolition It wassud
that Justices of the Peace weie not always leained in the
law, and that on thig account they commirted persons who
did not deserve committal But what guuantee was there
thit a Girand Jury n this country would hold any better
osition than the Magisti wtes and 1f the Magistratcs were
gelow the standard of the Magistrates in Lngland 1o ability
and 1nfor mation, might not the Grand Jury also be below the
Enghsh standud > He presumcd if Grand Juries were to be
constituted 1t would be done by means of a property qualifi-
cation , that persons possessing a certain amouut of propaity
would be considered compctent to decide a3 to the cas's
which should be sent to Special Juries lhere should have
been shown some cases of oppicssion under the present

~
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system to justify the House in passing such 2 Bill as the
one 1n question  fe had heard references made to a bul

wark between the Crown and the people, but he
had  always thought that to be tried by
his peers was the bulwark which every Enghshman
desired  (Hear, hear ) And if he (Mr Bairow) were put
op his trial betore hig peers—(laughter)—he <hould be quite
as well pleased a3 1f his casc was sent before a Grand Jury

He dui not sce that any case had been made out for the
motion, wheteas it was proposed to return to a system which
the colony had abolighed, and which all 1eformers sn Lng-
land were opposed to ‘Theie should be sowme satisfactory
reason assigned for going bachward in this matter, when n
all other respects the colony was advancing  (Hea: hear )

Mr NI ALLS thought that nothmmg whatever had been
said in favor of the motion The system was exploded so
long ago that he did not care to discuss 1t now He would
only ramark that the hon member for the Burra and Clare
had stated that where a Grand Jury existed there were
two bulwarks betwcen the Ciown and the subject, but it the
Graud Jury dechned to find a Bull, the petty Jury could do
nothing 1here was no doubt as to the public feehing in Eng-
land on this matier Crab-likelegislation would never do tor
this countiy, and this measure 1f passed would be not one
but two steps backwards He hoped the hon member (M1
Mildred) would withdraw his motion, or that the House
would come to such a decision upon 1t as would prevent a
similar proposal being brought forwaid upon any future
occasion  He was strongl{ of opimon at the same time that
the public piosecutor should not be a pohitical partisan

Mr COLE said of he werc 1 _the posizion supposed by ns
hon friend the member for East Toirens—(laughteri—he
would rather be tried before the public and the press 1n open
day than by a dozen gentlemen, who probably knew nothing
moie than the chairs they sat upon respecting law He
should much rather have the decision of one gentleman who
knew and had made a study of junisprudence

Mr MILDRLD ohserved, m 1eply to the hon member for
East Torrens, that Grand Juries, if institutcd here, would be
composed of the sane class of persons which composed them
m lungland and n reply to the hon member for Fncounter
Bay, that Grand Jures were not restricted to Justices of the
Pcace, he (Mr Mildred) was a Grand Juror for the city of
London, and for the county of Middlesex, though he was not
a Justice of the Peacc He would also remark, that in all
cazes brought before the Grand Jury every oppot tumty
existed for crosg-examining witnesses wath a view to elcit
facts agamst the accused person  As he had sad in s
opeming remat ks, 1t was not possible in this country to get
men who bad been brought up to the bar to act as magis-
trates, nor was 1t always practicable to procure men of tel-
lect to act as common jurors  I'ncre wus, therefore, a neces-
sity for gand juries, and 1t was nof knowledge of law that
was required <o much as common sense and justice, such as
he believed, Grand Juries could supply  He believed he had
done hig duty 1n 1ntroducing the motion, and that it would
cause more 1nvestigation to be made into the cases sent betore
the Supreme Court, and that the effect would be to prevent
many mnocent persons from bemg placed in the criminal
dock He should now, with the lecave of the House, with-
draw the motion

THE ASSESSMENI ACT

My NEALES put the question standing in his name—

*1hat he will agk the Honorable the Commuissioner of
Crown [ands and Immgration (Mr Dutton) why the num-
bers only of the leases undur the Assessment Act are giuien
n the Gazette notices, and not the names of the holders ox
presumed holders, as contamed i former advertisements
relating to the leases held under the Crown »»

Mr DUJITON replied that there was no particular reason
why the schedule was given 1n such a form 1he schedule was
prepated by the valuator All paitics interested n the
valuation were referred to the map, which gave all the m-
formation which could be required, and public attention was
called to this fact

MINERAL LEASES

Mr NEALES moved—

“1hat there be Iaid on the table of this House a map or
maps contatmung paiticulars of all the mineral leases, marked
with the names of the grantees, date of grant, payment
made, and distinguished by some color for each district the
same map also to contam a deseription of 1l areas clarmed
for minceral leages, with the name of claimant, date of claim,
date of payment (f any made), and any further informa-
1i,xon m possession of the Government Trelating to muneral

cises '

1here was a very large extent of muneral land 1n the
country, and he thought there should be more mformation
respecting 1t than the mere names of two individuals, when
1t was well known that there were other parties who had ob-
tained leases He (Mr Neales) wigshed to know the names of
all lessees and the arcas taken up by each person He
believed thit many more mineral leases would be taken 1f
more mformation weie afforded respecting them  and many
clams would be made by persons representing British
camtahsts  ITe believed the want of mformation existed 1n
conscquence of some airangement 1 the oflice of the Sui-
veyor Gencral to whom at Ehe same time he did not attach
any blame Chere were &lso some unnecessary delays
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‘There was fitst an 1nterval of three months before a person
was 1equined to state the clam he required, then there was
s1x months’ notice for any person who might have stock
upon the land, and theie pwas a fwi ther Jiveral allowance of
time betdre any ore was required to be rused  With respect
to the last interval, he wag of opirion that the lessees should
be required to taise the ole as soon as possible, assucha
course would be for the pubhc advantige

Mr GLYDE seconded the motion

The AITORNEY-GENLRAL sud that the Government
had not the least objection to laying upon the table the mnfor-
mation referred to He agieed to a great extent, if not
entirely with the opimions eapressed by the hon  member,
that when clanns were inade they should be subject only to
such 1estiictions as weie requned to protect persons from
improper inteiference  If there were any undue restrictions
now in exustence, as the attention of the Government had
been called to the matter, they wou'd be attended to

‘Lhe motion was then agreed to

THEL LABOR QUESTION

Mr SOLOMON mosed—

* 1 hat the petition of the working men, complamning of the
truck system existing on yvarious public worhs be printed
A9 1t had become a custorn ot late in making such motions
to state that 1t was the mtention of the mover to take action
m the matter, he would state that such was his 1ntention
His obyoet was to give hon nembers the oppoitumty of
asceltainung for themselves whether this truck system pre-
vailed upon the public woiks If1t did exast 1t was cerfainly
a most ungitistactory state of tlnings, very unfair to the
working clisse s, and such as 1t would become the House to
tahe action upon

Mr BARROW seconded the motion

IMMIGRATION

Mr OWIN, befoic moving the following motion standing
1 bis name—

“That & retmn be laid on the table of tlns House showing
the entire expenses connected with the enugration agency 1n
Eungland for the years 1857 and 18+%, including full particu-
Jars 1s to the manncr ot thar beng mcuneg, whether b
commissions to local igents in the vanous counties, travel-
ling expenses, advertising, or otherwise, the names of such
locnl agents also to be given and the nmount paid toeach ™’
Fngaued of the hon the Commssioner of Ciown Lands
whether the inforimation 1eferied to was contamned 1n certain
papas wiiuch had been laid upon the table on the pirevious

ay

1he COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS rephed
that the papers in_question did not convey the exact nfor-
mation required by the hon member, and suggested that
the hon member should press his motion

Mr YOQOUNG seconded the motion

1he motion was then put and agreed to

THE EASTERBN ROAD

Mr HAWKLR moved—

* 1hat there be la1d on the table of tlns House a return of
the total amount expended on the Eistun 10ad from the
City ot Adelaide to the junction of the Echunga and Mount
Barkei rod, and from such junction to Stiathalbyn and
Wellington, and by way ot Mount Barhet to Strathalbyn
His object was that as there was a laige sum propes d to be
expended on a tramw iy from Stiathalbyn to the Goo'wa, he,
in common with other hon members, might possess such n-
foimation as might guide them i thenr votes upon that
subject

‘1 he motion was ag.eed to

THE CHIEF SECRELARY

Mr REYNOLDS moved—

“7hat this House—having declared by 1ts vote of Decem-
ber 10, 1858, * That 1t 13 not conducive to the pubhe inteiests
that any member of the Responsible Government should ve
at the same time a member of any Board or Commussion
enirusted with the expenditure of any portion ot the public
revenues of this province’—considers the position held by
the Honorable the Chief Secretiry as member of the Har-
bor 1rust Board, as setting at defiince the opinion of this
House, and, consequently descrving of 1ts censuie ™’
Before moving in the matter he had taken what he considered
to be the proper course 1 asking the Govanuent on two
occsons, whether the hon the Chief Secretary was stilla
member of the Haurbot Trust or not  He was told that the
hon gentleman did still hold that position, and he (Mr
Reynolds) then ashed sehether 1t was the intention of the
Government to nominate the hon geutleman’s successor
1t cid not appear from the reply to be the mtention of the
Government to do inything i the matta He (Mr Rey-
noids) asked tgain the other day, whether the hon gentleman
was 1 member, ani the hon the Commissiover of Public
Works 1ephied, that to the best of Ins (the hon
Commissionet 3) behiet, he was  He (Mir Keynolds)

resunied that the Commissioner of Public Works ought to

now, as thc Hon the Cluef Secretary would =endin tus
1eqignation to h g jomior collcague  He had no wish to bung
forw ird this motion and he had thought that from the infor-
mation wiich he had given the Government, the Goyernment
would have requested the Hon the Chief Secretary to resign
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Ing post on the Board i o1der that they might come with a
¢ood giace before the House Hon members knew that por-
tion of the words of the motion were an amendment upon a
motion 1ntroduced by him (Mr Reynolds) last session in
1eference to the anomalous position of the Hon the Commis-
swoner of Pablic Works, andat would alse be remembered
that he (Mr Reynolds) had tabled 2 motion 1n reference
to the Hon the Chief Secretary's holding a position on the
Harbor Tiust He (Mr Reynolds) presumed, when that
motion wag carried, that the Hon the Secretary would
tesign, and he presumed that the House 1in carrymmg the
amendment, tended 1t should be cairied into effect If
such was the intention of the Iouse ne thought
thit the Government had treated the House with véry
great disrespect Andf the hon the Chief Secrctary or the
Governmont set that House at defiance, 1t followed as a
natural consequence that he or they were deserving of the
censure of the House, though whether the House would
carty the vote of ccnsure or not was another question I¢
might he saxd that m passing this vote the House would be
mtereferimg with the members of the other House  But the
motion did not amount to that, 181t dealt with the Govern-
ment and not with the Hon Wm Younghusband It did
not refer to the Hon George Scott or the Hon John Hall,
but to the Hon the Chief Secietary, who on the Board was
acting as the subordinate to his own suboidinates  I'his was
an anomalous position, and one which, 1f the Hon the Chif
Secretary hid good taste he would 1esign, but he had not
done s0, and theiefore he had mnvolved s colleagues in a
charge It nught be sud that the Chief Secretary had not
attended the Board, or received any fees but this
only showed that he continted a member of
a Boud which he could not attend, and of which
he dared not receive the fees  If the hon gentleman found it
his duty not to attend the Boaird o1 receive the fees, tnen he
(Mr Reynolds) could not find a stronger arguinent to sup-
port is'positron It might be asked, 1 such 1 case, what
was the hon gentleman’s objection to resign, but the reply
was, that the Boaid consisted of one too many, and the
country might as well save the uunecessary fees He (Mr
Reynolds) believed there was no man in South Australia
who delighted more in playing stiings than the Hou the
Chief Secietary (Some laughter,) Hé¢ believed that was the
hon gentleman’s fsorite pursutt He (M: Reynolds) once
saw 1 a lawyer 8 oftice a pictwie of a dry old monhey
—(langhter)—who could not otherwise get a potato out of
the fire, making use of the paw of a cat (Laughter) Lhe
Hon the Chicf Secietary, whom he (Mr Reynolds) would
not at the sume time call a monke}y——(laughtcr)—-was also
very fond of using cat s paws, and the hon gentleman had
pliyed some very curicus, and he (Mr Reynolds) beheved
some very wrong stuings in his hifettme  He now wmoved the
motion standing in his name

Mr STRANGWAYS scconded the motion

ihe AIIORNEY-GENLRAL would vote agmnst the
motion He shouldonly say 4 very few words for thie puipose
ot putting the question as 1t appeared to him fanly before
the House Lhe Harbor Tiust was apposnted by an Act of the
Legislature Fhe Chief Secietary was appointed oy name a
meraber of the Board, and the Act coustituting the Board
provided the means of procuring the remosal of any member
by a vote of the House addressed to the Goveirnor Until
that course was taken he conceived that the Hon the Chiet
Secietary was quite yustihed 1n 1etumng s seat It had
been saxd very truly by the hon mover of the resolution, that
the Chief Sccietary did not attend the Board or 1ecenv¢ any
fees  If the Assembly or the other branch of the Legisiature
thought that the hon gentleman should not retain his office,
a vote could be passed to that eficct, but the Chiet
Secretary thought, and he (the Attorney-Geneial) con-
curred 1n the opimion, that he wis not other-
wige called upon to resign H'wm;f said this much he
ghould mnke no further remarks on the motion strictly be-
foie the House, but would merely speak of the tone in
which the hon gentleman who moved the motion had
thought proper to spcak, and would then allow that hon
membet 8 1emarks to produce their natural effect  But when
the hon member chaiged o person, who was absent at the
time with a want of good faith he (the Attorncy General)
woull say that the absent person would be justified 1n treat-
g such rem irks with the inost absolute and unmtigated
contempt It was said that the Government felt great -
difference m tns matter  He could only say that he did feel
great indifference whien matters of a mere personal chiatacter
were brought forward, but wnen any question aflecting
thewr pnblic pollcz’ wete 1troduced he trusted that neither
himself nor the Govermnent had shown either rcluctance to
digcuss them nor indifference 280 then settlement Butin
these mere persondal matters he felt no interest  Lhe piesent
motion nvolved a charge against the Government, but 1t
wag founded upon one of the sinallest matters which even so
petty an individual as the hon member (Mr Reynolds) could
bvelud hold of It the House thoughtthe Governiment not ht
to remain 'n office, he for one, was quitc piepared to 1etue,
and to allow any gentleman to take lus place who pos-
sesged what, tu the event of ao adverse vote, he should feel
that he no louger enjoyed—the confidence of the House
He had now stated what he believed to be the position of
the hon member, and would leave the House to deal with the
question before it .
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Dr WARK had thought that this subject wculd be ap-
proaclied with coolness and temperince—(laughter) and no
one regretted more than he did the manner in wluch the
hon member had treated the matter He believed that that
hon member had lost some friends by his mode of treating the
question, though he had not lost his (D1 Wark's) friend-
ship (Laughter) Ile agreed with the motion, but should
condemn the manner in which 1t was introduced Why
should it go forth to the other colonies that the Chief Secre-
tary of south Austialiy was pulling stiings and making use
of catg’-paws® (Laughter)

Mr REYNOLDS said the hon member seemed to 1mply
that he had taken 2 dishonorable course.

lhe SPEAKER suggested that Dr Wark shou]d with-
diaw any phrase which would convey such an imputation

Dr WARK did not mean to convey such an 1dea He
highly respected the hon member, but he thought the hon
memger had forgotten himself 1n this matter Whatever an
individual might be 1n lis private hfe wag nothing to that
House—(laughter)—but such language as that of the hon
member gon g betore the other co?omes, would have a m%st
ipjurious tendency He wag suiprised that the hion the
Attorney-General should have taken such hugh ground It
might anise from that hon member’s bemng tretted out and
tired of his office, for it 1equired a large amount of patience
and ability to waid off the blows aimed at him  (Laughter )
‘T he Houge was bound from principle to alfirm the motion,
but the Attorney General satd that either the House must
fly from 1ts decision of last session, or he would fly from hig
position It was neither more nor less than that (Laughter }
He (Dr Wark) considered that the decision of last scssion
was right, and he thought so still, and how the Attorney-
General could take up tbprosmon which he had assumecd
he could not understand { the vote were carried, he could
not see how the Goveinment were to keep their places,
and he could not, therefore, see why they should make
such a stand

Mr ANDREWS wag glad the hon member stated what
he intended to do, inasmuch as he (Mr Andrews) supposed
that he intended to support the Government He thought
there could be no doubt on the subject aftcr the statements
of the hon the Attoiney General It theie were to be a
change ot Ministry about ever{ personal matter, there would
be no end of such’ changes Ile had heard with great pam
the manner in which the motion was introduced— (hear,
hear)—and he could not blame the Government for retining
upon such 2 matter It was tune that the Goveinment should
mark then sense of such motions

Mr NIALLS could not support the motion, as he was
quite satisfied the explanation of the Attoiney-General,
though that hon member was accused of taking up
high grounds, that, morally speaking, the resolution of the
House was carried out by the Government, although legally
the llouse had not taken action i the matter It the Mims-
try were to be continually attacked about these personal
matters, the House would become a mere low debating shop
(Heat hewr ) The people out of doms were beginmng
to bieak down class distinctions, and 1f such a
motion was carried they would scarcely know
where to look for representatives, and could only
send delegates If the motion was affirmed be ghould
consuder it no hounour to hold s seat The House
had many causes of complaint againgt the Mumstry, though
rather for sims of omission than of comoussion, as he (Mr
Neales) had complained «t the opening ot the session He
would never vote for a motion which contained the essence
of paltriness inat  He believed the Mimistry had been guilty
1in many mstances, and 1f hon members voted with am the
Government might at no distant day be compelled to resign
But he considered this motion ndpalt,ry wtter, as he believed
that the Hon M Younghusband, as a member of the Harbor
Irust, had morally done all that the House desired him

to do

Mr STRANGWAYS compared the specches of the hon’
member for the Murray and the hon member for the city
Lhe first hon member said that such statements as that the
Chief Secretary used cats’ paws and pulled strings ought
not to go forth to the other colontes (Laughter ) 1he hon
member for the city also said that the motion only ncluded
one member of the Government, and not the whole, but
the hon member migat recollect the hon the Attorney-
General’s stating last session, when the conduct of the hon
membYer for the Sturt was under discussion, that 4 Mimster
could not be an autocrat in his own department, and that 1f
each Minister was to act on his own responsibility Govern-
ment would become 1mpossible

Mr NBALES rogse to order Ile had never stated the
motion only included one of the Mamstry He had smd 1t
was an attack on one of the Ministers individually

Mr REYNOLDS A personal attack

1he SPEAXLR here called attention to the fact of its
being three o’cloch , and the Orders of the Day being called
on, the discussion closed

FREE DISTILLATION—-RESUMPTION OF DEBATE
The adjourned debate on the following motion standing 1
the name of Mr Bariow was then resumed -
¢ Lhat, m the opinion of this House, the presentisafavoia-
ble opportumty for introduong a measure to remove the
oxastiug restrictions upon distillation, and that thus session
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ought not to be allowed to pass without an attempt to deal
with this question >’

Mr HAY said he would rather hear some of those hon
members whose views upon the distillation question were
less known than his, express thewr opinions at this early
period of the debate  He should likewise prefer that the dis-
cussion should take place on the second reading of the
Bill  which the hon the Attorney-General proposed
to mtroduce  He considered 1t premature for the hom
member for East Torrens to have tabled this motion The
Government weie about to bring in a bill to consohdate and
amend the laws 1elating to dnstﬁlanon , and from what had
Leen sawd by the hon the Attorney-Geuneral, he (Mr Hay)
feared he would not agree with the Government respecting
that measure, but he thought that the second readmng ot the
Bill would be the proper time to discuss the question Even
though the present debate should go on, he would suggest
to the hon member for Bast loriens to withdiaw s motion
until the Goveinment Bill came on, and then hon members
would know the views of the Govetnment The hon mem-
ber for Last I'orrens smd lus only motive was that hon
members might express their opinlons as to the terms on
which they would have free distillation, and that he would be
thaukful if the discusston resulted in the introduction of a
Bill  But the hon member gave the House precept without
example He (Mr Hay) had looked thiough the speech of
the hon member (not having been present when it was de-
Iivered), and he could find in 1t nothing of the hon member’s
views a¢ to the terms on which free distillation should be
granted He trusted to hear the hon member’s views on
this point  (** Hea1 hear,”” from Mr Barrow) He (M: Hay)
beheved the present system to be wnjurious to a Jarge portion
of the population, and he would therefore say, “ Do away
with i1, and let the Ireasurer ind other means of raiging the
revenue”’  Every branch of mdustry i the colony com-
menced from very small beginnings, and required to be fos-
tered and encouraged It was necessary that all manufac-
turcrs should have the greatest possible freedom, and that
they should not be hampered w1t€1 1egulations which required
more capital than would otherwise be absolutely necessary
In support of that view, he would refer to the 1eport of the
Select Committec on Taxation, in which the evidence of the
persons best acqiainted with distillation i Europe clearly
showed that, 1f the manufacturers were allowed to work on
their own systems a very small ¢ipital would suffice for their
operations  ‘Lhe lreasures, in his very able speech on this
subject, said that some 32,50 bushels of gram would be all
that would be required for the distillation of spriits for home
consumption, but there was no getting over the fact that
dunnyg the last quarter over 84,000/ was sent out of the
col ny for spints With such a large amount as
this being sent out of the country, was fice dis-
tilation to  be stopped® It was stated and ac-
hnowledged by the ’lreasurer that buandies could
not be made i the colony equal to any
of those imported, and yet whilst the Goveinment gave the
greatest fieedom 1n other matters they impos:d restrictions
in this  Lhe hon the Lreasurer had only given the quintity
of gramm requisite to distil the spints consumed i the colony,
but he made no allowance for the expenditure of those en-
gaged in manuficturing the spirits  Yet it was known whnt
a gieat benefit the expenditure ot those persons engaged in
growing wool or raising minerals copferred upon the colony,
and that such persons conferred benefit upon the agricul-
turist, and, n fact, upon all other classes of socicty It was
argued by the hon the [reasuier that the minuficture of
spirits could not be made profitable, but the evidence proved
the contrary, though some wit nesses believed that the pursuit
would not pay ‘Lhe evidence of those who seemed most
practically acquainted with the matter was favorable 7That
of Mr Sobles, 1 replty to question 358—and this was a4 gentle-
man who had been for many years practically engaged 1
distillation—was to the cffect that a stil would cost 1 a
gallon or some 50/, or 60/ mall Hon membeis should
not estimate the cost of distillation by the gieat distilleries
of England, Iieland, and Scotland ~ Whenever the duties
upon spirits 1o Ireland or Scotland were rased,
the revenue dechmed as  hon  members would
find on 1eference to *“ McCulloch’s Dictionary of Com-
merce ' ‘Lhus, 1n 1811, when the duty in f[reland was
only 28 6d a gallon the quantity of spuits which paid duty
was 81X and a half millions of gallons, wiulst when the duty
was taised to 58, 6d the quantity fell to somewhat below
three millions  Yet at the latter period the quantity con-
sumed wag over ten milhons of gallons, of which one million
was manufactured by fraudulent distillers, and six millions
1 allieit stills, situated 1u small and insignificant places, out
of the way of observation, the whole mactunery of which
would not probably cost 204 I he capital necessaty for a dis-
titler m South Australin would be very small, whilst 1t
woula no doubt become 1n a short time a very important
branch of industry  In Ireland and Scotland, whenever the
Legislature  tried  to prevent the consumption of
spirits the attempt was unsuccessful The question here
was one of native industr; It was whether we should
send 84,000/ a year out of the colony toimport spirits or
allow people who wished to manufacture thern to do so He
hoped no man 11 South Austraha would do so smicidal
act to the country s to rctaina chicck on native industiy
In alluding to the 1epoit of the Commuttee on taxation he
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would also refer to the evidence of Mr Marsh, and m dong
80 he might state that the witnesses most piacticably ac-
quainted with distillation here were princapilly Germuanes,
some of whom had been for 20 years eng1ged in the wanufac-
ture of spimts and whose opinions wele, therefoie more
valuable thin those of peisons who went upon mere theary
Ope witness stated digtinctly that a still worked by eight or
ten men, ncluding an overseer, could run about 300 or 400

allons per day  Esvcry calculation and st itement made went
0 show that-the expense of mauufacturing spints would be
much mote than was generally supposed If the people
were allowed without restriction to distd their pioduce he
(Mr Hay) had no doubt that the countiy, instead of bemng
an importer, would soon be an exporter of <puits  Then
would be the time to look for another market, which he
(M1 Hay) believed would be found i Bntun within a
very few years The question that would anse then would
be whether the country should export grain or grain manu-
facturcd into spirits  He beheyed that not alone garden
produce but field produce would then become piofitable for
expoitation When a branch of industry of such importance
was 80 nicely balanced, that it was questionable whether 1t
would pay or not, 1t was the duty of the Legislature to allow
the colonists to try what they could do atit, and no branch
of industry could thiive which was subject to constant re-
ferences to excige officcrs and restriclions upon every opera-
tion  South Australia was now in the position of a xl)arge
wine producing country , and 1in France or the Cape (whose
position was more analogous to that of thus country, no such
restrictions existed as weren forcehere At the Cape there
was a dutyof 38 o1 38 6d, and the people were allowed to
make any quantity of spnits they pleased  The dutics should
be 1edueced here 1n & simular manne), a small heence fee
charged to distillers, and permission given tham to make
as much spirits as they could As to what had been said
respecting the relations of South Austraha to the other
colonmes, he considered 1t the best policy to consult only the
interest of South Austraha herself

Mi BAGOI supported the measure He trusted the hon
mernt er would not withdiaw the motion, as 1t 1t were Jost
lion members could vote for the Goveinment measure, so
that if they could not get all they wanted they might get an
instalment e could bear out what the hon membe:r had
said as to the costof production All those persons who came
from the country which he (Mr Bagot) had the honor of
coming from-—(a laugh)—knew that very fiue spints were
made there (Laughte:r ) llus was made wm httle pots
(Laughter ) Itreceived its nune from that circumstance,
and any person who was fond of spints tasting 1t once
would ﬂke to taste 1t agamm (Laughter) It was called
potteen (Laughter ) With regard to the hscal question as
to how the Government was to rutse a suflicient revenue he
had not the least fear of leaving that to the lreasurer, who-
ever be might be, whether the hon gentlemnan whosat on the
‘Treasury Bench now, or one of the hon gentlemen on the
opposite side  lhe Customs duties should be giadually
abolished, and theun 1f the people wished to have distillation
free, no doubt they would pay taxes 1 another shape, and
80 heep up the revenue of the colony

Mr MILNE rose to uphold free distillation, but could not
help expressing his opunon that, either with or without pro-
tection, he did not beheve that the farmer at present could
compete with foreign distillers It was said that by fice
distillation the farmer could mahe suie of a nununum price
for lus giain, but 1f that price was below what he could pro-
duce gram at without a loss, 1t was useless  With a protec-
tive duty the only spmt produced wonld be for home con-
sumption, and the quantity used for that purpose would
have little effect on the pnice of gramm Besides, the vine-
grower could undeiscll the farmer, masmuch as le could
produce a spiit supertor to that obtainable from grain, from
matenals which would be otherwise valueless Looking at
free distillation as it aflected the vinegrower, he felt that 1t
must be granted, whether now o1 1 a short time Vine-
growing here was still in 1t< infancy, but with proper care
and trecdom from all restrictions, 1t would grow to be second
to no mterest 1n the colony It would be a pity to lose a
large 1evenue at once, and on this ground he (Mr Milne) had
moved 1n the Coramittee on Laxation an amendment, to the
effect that there should be a shdimng scale of duties adopted,
by which the duty on 1mported epints should dccrease, for as
the vinegrowers could not yet produce sufficient spirit even
for homé consumption, 1t would be of no use to lose the
revenue derived from foreign spirits He also thought tht,
aa the Parhament was now so near a digsolution, that the
country should express its opimon on the subject

Mi S1RANGWAYS hoped the hon member for East
Torreus would withdraw s motion The hon membet
said he only mtioduced the motion in order to give rise to a
discussion, suggesting that the Ireasurer should introduce
some plan to give effect to fiee distillation, and tlus the hon
the ‘1reasurer dechned to do His opinion was the same as he
had expressed when the question was discussed 1n a former
session, viz , that distillation should be free, but thit thus
shouid be the consequence and not the ciusc of frec tiade
When there were 1o taxes on local industry then there
should be fice dsstillation  As to the 8,000,000 ot gallons of
spints described as being made in quart pots—(laughter)~ he
presurned hike those of Mr Babbage - (laughter)—if there was
one of thesein every house, mstead of 8,000,000 we might have
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80 mihong Mr Primrose had nformed him (Mr Strang-
ways) that he would not distil either from grain, wine, or
mmported sugar, but that he would mmport spiits of low
quabity and rectify thetn  As to the capital required in dis-
tillation there were three or four exporting distillertes in
London, because the capital required was so large that small
distilleries conld not compete with large ones He believed
that )f free distillation was estabhished, 2 snodihed system
would have to be introduced 1n three or four years Asto
the dificulty of manufacturing spirits, he had “been told by
Mr Primrose that it was very difficult to distn) drinkable
whisky at all Ina few years it would be sufficicnt time not
only tor free distillntion, ‘but for free everything else (A
lingh) ‘lbe present cry was only got up, and hc did not
blume the persons origmating 1t, to shift a burder from their
own shoulders to those of otliers, for 1t ws clear that if the
Testrictions were removed, the amount to which the revinue
would be injured must be made up trom some othar source
Captain HART did not know whether 1t was the intention
of the hon mover to call for a division on this very im-
poctant question, but he felt no difficulty 1n stating emphati-
cally that he should oppose free distillation upon scveral
grounds, and he conld not see that any argument could be
used 1n support of 1t which carried any weight whatever He
could not understand if the quantity of grain grown or wine
manufactured was not greater than readily met a market, or
1f there were px]gs enough to eat all refuse, and the wine-grower
was n fact, [iboring _under no practical difficulty why
he shoald come to that House to ask for telief He could not
see that fice distillation was required In a few years we
might aspue to becoming a great brandy producing country,
A48 we were now a great wine growing country He believed
imndeed that the colony was only 1n1ts ixfancy 1n1ts produe-
tions, and that 1n a few years the wines of South Austiaha
would be konown all over the woild Many estat(s just
commg Into cultivation would give a name to the most
delictous wine known 1n Euwiope 01 the world He would
dismss  however, from the arguumient the question of the
winegrowers, who could not reasonably require more than
was afforded thcm by Dr Wark’s Act lhe last speaker
had said that he should lihe to see free trade 1n its widest
sense, and he (Caimm Hart) should have been disposed to
go with him, 1f the colony had not done anytiung to put1t
out of 1t power, but the Government of the country had
assumed to do that which rendered such a course impossible,
because in order to construct 10ads, raroads, &¢, they had
borrowed laige sums of money, and must conse-
quently keep in hand the mecans of paying their habi-
littes  For this reason 1t was clear, unless they brought
themselves to the powmt from which they onginally
started, that they could not afford to give up any portion
of therr revenuc lhe mover of this iesolution ong-
nally called the attention of the House to the Assess-
ment on Stock Act, but hon members supported the
Asggessment on Stock Act on the understanding that the
{)0“ er to put on an assessment should be accompanied by a
1ability that certain things should be done, such as the pro-
tection of rums, &c. l1hercfore they could not take the
agsessment as a who'e and say, that they would give reliet

to that extent to another nterest, indeed, he did
not see how such an argument could be raised
Would hon members favourable to the proposiion

of thc hon member for Bast Torrens say that if distillation
were made Iree on the following day, and without protection,
that any )ortion of the grain i the colony would be used for
the purposes of distillation It was perfectly umpossible that
such could be the case ‘laking wheat tor mstance, attue
present market price 938 6d, how could distillation be earried
on under such circumstancez? Bat then perhaps it would be
sald that wheat would not always be 93 6d, but that pro-
bably 1t would be 28 6d  Suppose it was so, were they to
have no spirits except when wheat wasat 2s ¢d At that
price farmers could not afford to drink giog  When 1t
was 108 they conld afford 1t, but then 1t appeared
they were to have non e because the grain could be tarned to
better account than being converted into spirits It was
quite clear than unless wheat was at the lowest possible
price, it was quite ymnpossible for apirits to be manutictured
from 1t  He would refer hon membersto the evidence of
Mr Sutherfand, in the evidence in page 5, betore the Com-
mittec  Mr Sutherland stated 1t was perfectly impossible
i the absence of pretectron, that the farmer here could
compete with jmported spirits, even with wheit at
18 a bushel He would direct the attention of the
House to the fallacious airgument of the hon member
for Gumeracha, 1n reference to small stills Small
stills  came 1nto use, according to the hon mem-
ber 3 shewing, when the duty was tigh, but when
there was but hittle duty then there were no small stills
If there were fi1ee distillation here, large manufactories alone
would beenibled to distil withadvantage, there would be no
such thiag as small stills  Capital and machinery would do
the work so much better, that small stills could not lrve in
opposition to large manufactories e had free bicwing,
and what was the result ® Why, the principal portion of the
beer was made from imported sugar aund four-fitths of the
malt uwsed by the brewers was so mmported What he
oljected to was thiowing away 1 revenue for the purpose of
cnabling the farmer to do what 1t must be obvious he would
not tahe advantage ot Let them glance at what would be
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the probable effect 1n the neighboring colony of Victorna of
rcsorting to free distillation here He knew from experience
that colony would avail itself of the smallcst possible excuse
to put a duty upon ow flour At present they could not on
account of the large number of diggers, but owing to the
new lwond regolations that class was gradually becoming
smller ind smaller , and all that was wanted 1 Victoria
was a protective duty to enable the agricultunsts to compete
with us 71en per cent upon the 37,000 tons of flour exported
from South Australia in 1837 would amount to a greater tax
than if the farmers paid for all the spirits which came
mto the colony There would be a hard stiuggle
between the farmers of thiscolony and Victoria  We had the
advantage, and if nothing were done to neuniralize it no doubt
this must be the colony to supply the other colony with
grain It could be shiwn by the statistics of Victoria that
double the number of persons engaged m Vietoria in agricul-
tural pursuuts produced a smaller” 1egult,—thus, we exported
37,000 ton9 of flour, but the amount produced 1n Victoria was
only 25,000 tons Independently of thisexpoitof 37 000 tons,we
raised 2 larger supply of hay and dairy produce with theiesult
of the labor of less than half the number of persons employed
n sumilar purswits i Victoria  Wath the resalt hehad stated,
1t would be a great pity 1f by an Act of the Legislature they
should give Victoria a handle to take from us that advantage,
by woposing a duty upon produce He hoped the House
would show that they were opposed to the views of the hon
mover, and 43 the question would shortly go before the
country, he felt satisfied that but a small poition of the elec-
tors of the colony would take the view that free distillation
was called for Lhose persons who were 1n favor of free dis-
tulation he was quite sure were under the wmpression that
there was to be a protective duty of 9s, but 1f
the House expressed an opwnon that that should
be abolished, uot one 1n twenty would, he was satis-
fied, advocate fiee distillation With regard to a gradual
reduction of duties, 8o as to enable people to get the thing
under wergh, he contended that would not only be ampolitic,
but cruel to the parties who would be led on by such lemsia-
tion Stills could not be put up without the expendituie of
cousiderable capital, and when 1t was proposcd to take off
the last portion of the duty, those paities who had been en-
gaged in distillation would come forward and say, * You
I;ave:uwed us and we claim compensation for vested 1n-
ercsts

lhe ATTORNEY-GENERATL should oppose the motion
before tte House He confessed he could hardly understand
how hon rembers who had spoken n favor of 1t had been
able to ariive at the conclusions which they had announced
to the House The hon member who mtreduced this motion
called upon the House to aflirm that the present wasa favor-
able opportamty to introduce a messure to removethe exist-
1ng restrictions upon distillation If the hon member meant
that any advantages, public o1 otherwise, could result from a
removal of those 1estiictions, he thouzht it would be ad-
mitted he had been palpably contradicted The present
appeared to mm a most unfavorable per.od, when wheat

was 93 6d per bushel, and potatoes 1nd other
descriptions of produce propoitionately high  Lvery
wine-giower was  enahled to  sell s wme at

a far better price than he could obtain for 1taf 1t were con-
veited 1nto brandv, so that to say tms was a favorable time
to remove restrictions upon distillation, was a mocherv, un-
less the hon member meant to say that it was favoiable,
because no one would take advantage of 1t In any other
sense, 1t was little less than a moclery to make use o1 such
language The reasons which had been urged, certainly did
not shew ihat the time was favorable, but he could under-
stand the hon member wishing to have the op.nion of the
House upon free distillation—a question which he was pre-
pared to meet with a negative He did not beheve the
revenue of the colony could be collected m a manner more
advisable or less buidensome than at present nor did he be-
lieve that any such effect would be produced by the hod
membei $ motion, as stimulating branches of industry which
1t was supposed would be directly atfected by it The effect
upon the revenue would be most 1njurious, and it would do
no good to those whom it proposed to benefit He was,
therefore, prepared to meet the motion with a direct nega-
tive The "hon member for Gumerachn had re-
ferred  to  “McCulloch’s Commcreial  Dictionary,’’
and he (the Attorncy-General) would also quote
from that work to show that there was no duty which could
be enforced with greater benent or less inconvenience to a
community than a duty on spirits  He thought all would
agree with that The House had not heard one word fiom
the supporters of the motion about the benefits of cheapen-
g spnts throughout theycolony When facihities weie
sought for production, the advocates showed the great ad-
vantages to thc community by fauhtating the production
and cheapening the price to the consumer, but not any one
member had made use of that .argument in i1eference to
spints  Would any one venture to say that the morals,
health, or happiness of the commumty would be 1ncreased 1f
the consumption of spirits were doubled or trebled and every
one admitted that 1t was unwice to 1mpose too high a duty
upon spirts, because that afforded encouragement foi
smuggling , but the highest possible duty that could be 1m-
posed without leading to sucﬁ a result was a boon 1if it had
the effect of Luniting the consumption of spintuous liquors
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He thought that argument was not unworthy the considora-
tion of the House He did not advocate the Mamme Liquor

law, he did not mterfere with individval lberty,
but he had a 1ight to call upon the KHouse not
to assent to a course which would have dis-

astrous effects upon the commumity He was not a
teetotaller, but he sympathized with that class to the extent
that a large proporfion of the crime and want of a commu-
nity might be tineed to the abuse of ardent spirts, and he
w3 sure that thosé who went with him in opposing the re-
solution would agree with him that they should not give
legislative sanction to any measuie which could have the
effect of mcieasing the eval to which he had alluded The
hon mover had not touched upon the importance of the
question in 1ts moial view, mn which be (the Attorney Ge-
neral) considered 1t ag 1mportant as 1n the other character,
and 1ts moral view was such as to justity hum 1t nega-
tiving the resolution A good deal had been said about the
evidence which had been given before the Committee, but
he took this to be the mecontestible conclusion fiom that evi-
dence, th1t 1t was impossible spirits could be pioduced pro-
fitably 1n the colonv without piotection that 1s, from any
natural products [he question ther arose, were they to have
protection  He believed that such a course would ouly
be found 4 declusion to those who 1nvested thar
capital upon the faith ‘of such a cowse The hon
mover had refeired to Piussia, as an mstance of
what might be done here by tree digtillatton  but he
had not sfated what would be the effect upon the raorals
or condition of the people He was prepared to state,
bowever, that spirits were actually dearer m Iiussia
than they were in South Austr iha, having reference to the
value of money and the rate of wages thats, 1t was more
easy for the laborer to indulge 1 spirits 1o South Australia
than 1o Prassia  With regard to the effect on the revenue,
rot only in Prussia but thioughout the countries to which
the commercial league apphed, the aserage revenue from im-
ported spirits was only 2,000l a year In spite of the laige
popuiation of Prussia’ the amount of revenue derived from
$p11its was, 1n 1846, only what he had stated, and he beheved
there had been no increase since that period  As to the hl%h
duty 1n Trcland and Scotland, that was only jyust what might
occur here if the duty were such as to offer a presuum for
et distillation  he fact was that smugghing diove out of
the field the honest merchant, but he wished the hon mem-
ber for Gumeracha hiwl proceeded a httle furthei, and he
would then hase seen what M1 McCulloch stated
as the result Vice, poveity, and suffering were
occasioned by the inciease of small stills, and the Le-
gislature were compelled to retrace ther steps and reduce
the duty in order to enable the honest deler to put a stop to
1het distillation It must be obvious to any onc who con-
sidered the question, that the small stills could never com-
pete with the larger manufactories It had been sad that
spirits could be made 1n a quart pot, and so wheat mght be
ground with a handmill, but the party resorting to that
mode would scarcely, he thought, be enabled to compete with
the large muler  Lheie never was a time when free distilla-
tion was less required than at present, and asa means of
relief 1t would be utterly uscless without protection, If pro-
tection were granted it would be unyust to the consumer and
iltusory to the producer, the one would suffer greatly and the
other would reap only a trifhng fugitive advantage All
thinkers now agie>d that nations prospered not by protec-
tive laws, but by their energy and freedom enabling them to
peutralise those laws on which they formerly relied The
effect which would be produced upon the morals of the com-
mumty should not be lost sight of The learned gentleman
conctuded by saying that 1t would not be just to themselves
or to those who had tiusted them to surrender so luge an
amount of revenue as that involved in granting free dis-
tillation

Mr BAKEWELL did not agree with all that had fallen
from the Attorney-General 1n 1eference to protection In
France and America pirotection was adopted, and even
England to this diy imposed from 10 to 25 per cent upoun
many articles A dishingaished Inish author was m favor of

rotection, and he would quote from him  (Name, name)

t was Smith O’Brien (Loud laughter ) Smath O’Brien was
not the only man who held such optmions A very great
number of political eco: omists sard that 1t was folly for a
nation to throw away money for articles which could be pro-
duced in the country He behieved if the whole coantry were
polled the people would say that they preferred to pay a hittle
more to the farmer tor spitits 1f the money were hept in the
country It was Quixotsic to throw away protection It was
very well for an old country to do so0, but certainly not for a
young one

Mr REYNOLDS moved an adjournment of the-debate till
that day week

‘t he motion was lost

Mr REYNOLDS should support the motion of the hon
member for Last Toirens He should do so because he found
1 connection with this subject that they had hitherto been
legislatimg for a class, and as he wuas not a class legislator he
should be prepared to give the farmer the same facdities as
the wine-grovners T1he Bill at present n operation he re-

peated was class legisiatton  If people would drink
brandy anc wme he thought 1t far better that
they should dnnk that which was made in the
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gmvmce thin that money should be sent out of the country
or supphes The Attorney-Genceral appeared to be of a
different opimon, and divesting the hon gentleman s speech
of 1ts froth and el quence, 1t really amounted to this, that it
was to the intercst of the colony that some 60,0000 a year
should be sent out of 1t He (M1 Reynolds) could not agree
with this  ‘There was a little protection at the present , the
wine-grower, the manufacturer of leather, the soapmaker,
for wnstance, to o certamn extent were all protected, and
before they spoko of the tree trade piinciple in 1ts entirety,
they must wipe off ad valoremn dutics, and then he was afiaid
they must have direct taxation He should support the
resolution upon the understanding that other paities should
have equal facihtics with the wine growers, becausa under
the present system he contended theic was class legisla-
10n
Mr BARROW smd 1f no other hon member wished to
address the Flouse he would do so in reply He should
ceitainly not accept the proposition of the hon member for
Lncounter Bay and withdraw his motion (Hear) T[hat
hon member had requested Jum to withdraw the motion,
and the reason which he had assigned for doing 0 was that
they weie 1n this particular predicament—that either the
Treasmer or himself (Mr Bariow) must bring in the Bill,
and bemng n this predicament the hon member suggested
that the motion should be withdrawn ‘Lhe hon member's
desire for the withdrawal of the motion was simply the
result ot a feeling of uncasiness that he himself had not
ongimated the discussion ‘1he motion, however, should not
be withdrawn  So far from dong thes, 1t was lis (Mr Bar-
row’s) intention to carry it to a division  (Hear, hear ) It
would be remembered that some time ago the Tica-
surer, 1n a very pointed manner, intimated a doubt
whether 1t was intended to bring the motion forward at all,
1t having been postponed several times, and he (Mr Barrow)
had then stated that he would not only bring 1t forward, but
that he would carry 1t to a division whatever the resalt
Having done the one 1t was now his intention to do the other
1he hon member for Gumerncha had stated ke was surpuised
that, on tabhng thig inotion and intioducing 1t to the notice
of the House, he (3r Barrow) had not submitted something
Iike a schemc—a detailed plan—to carry out free distillation ,
and the hon member having expressed his regret upon that
pont, sdded, that hug (Mr Hay’s) own course would be first
to remove exasting injustice, and then leave the lieasurer to
find the means to carry on the Government. (Hear and
laughter ) If that was what the hon wember would have
done, and as 1t was precisely what he (Mr Bairow) had done,
he did not sce how the hon member ¢ould blame hum for the
course which he had pursued With regard to the motion
itself, 1t would be remembered that be obtained leave
to modify the terms of 1it, as it ongmally n-
cotporated a sentument to the effect that a large
amount of revenue having accrued from the nssess-
ment on stock, and as the whole or a great
portion of the amount hitherto dcvoted to immigration
might be retained in the province, the present was a favol-
able time for abolishing the restiretions upon distillation
Although, 2t the request of some hon members he struck
out those two conditions, he did not abandon them, but
in the remarks which he made 1n submitting the motion to
the House, had dwelt upon both thosc points  The House
had been informed by the Treasurer of the gloomy financial
prospects for the ensuing y car, and he could assure the hon
gentleman that that statement would not be forgotten when
the new Estimates were under considesation  He had placed
the motion befoire the House 1 the way which he thought
best calculated to ensure its success l¥e had no personal
object 1n the matter, as he did not a1m to throw out the
Government, nor did he intend to cstabhsh a distillery
}Ld\l hter )  When he was 1eturned a aicpresentative
01 last Torrens, he was asked 1t he would suppoit
fiee distillation , and although he was aware that his hon
colleague went in upon the other principle, he (M1 Barrow)
was returned upon the understanding that he would support
free distillation  He had done no more than lus duty to s
congtituents m bringing the motion forward, and he had
brought it forward 1 the way least open to objection Had
he stated that he would remove the restrictions upon dstilla-
tion, and have protection, he would then havealienated the
tfree trrde party , had he stated he would immediately abolish
atllimport duty, he would then have offended those who were
m favor ofagmduated scale of reduction If he had stated
that he would make alterationsn the tanff, he would have
been asked what alterations® And if he had said he would
make up the deficiency by direct taxation, every onen the
House would have raiged hig {)amcular objection (Hear )
Of course those questions would have to be discussed, but he
did not think the present a right time to go into details,
but merelg wighed the House to say whether they desied to
remove the existing restrictions on distil'ation o1 not—
(hear, hear)—and notwithstanding all that had been samd
about 1t bemng his duty to bring forward financial and other
detmled  schemes, he considered 1t quite nght
that he should first ask the House the simple
question, whether the time had come to lberate a
articular branch of industry fiom oppressive restrctions
f the House deaded on athimung the proposition, there
would be suficient opportunity to bring forward such a de-
tailed scheme as that which had been alluded to  'What he
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therefore wanted, was an expression of opinion, as to the
principle 1nvolved, whether restrictions ought to be re-
moved or not If the House said no, tt wounld then be un-
necessary to go further , but if the House said yes, they
would then be 1n a better position to discuss the ways and
means for their removal  With regard to the various objec-
tiong which had been 121sed during the debate, they appeired
80 conflicting and antagomstic, that he had the bane and
anfidote both before im  The difficalty, howevel, was to
place these antagonisms 1n clear juxtaposition, as tins -
volved their extrication fiom the mass of complications and
fallicies with which they were interwoven  He might
wstance that the hon member for the Poit said, 1t was m
evidence, that if wheat wasat more than 1s per bushel, spirits

could not be piofitably distilled from 1t, even it the
duty of 9s weie presecved, whilst the Attorney-
General said, that 1f there were a gradual scile

of reduction only, so much capital would be embatked 1
distillation, that when the lastinstalmeuntof duty ws taken
off, vested rights would be pleaded and partws would come
to that House and say ** You tempted us 1ato this lucrative
business and now you take advehtige ot us ' Now, if the
withority of Mr Sutherland (quoted%)y the bhon member for
the Port) were worth anything, 1f spint could not be dis-
tistilled at a profit, though the 9s dJuty were preseived and
wheat was at 1s a bushel, they could hardly have that fiight-
ful competition which had been alluded to by the Attorney-
General  (Hear, hear ) He would refer to another poition
of the learned gentleman’s address 1he Attorney-General
had said that he (Mr Barrow) had introduced the question
m 1ts political, financial, and intercolomial aspect, but not
1n its moral view But remcmbermﬁ that on tormer occa-
stons arguments of that description had not been very well
received, e had not thought 1t desirable to introduce that
view of the question Arguments drawn fiom temperance
societies had not been well received, and had produced hittle
effect The Attorney-General, though Jhe had ably pleaded
the tectotal cause himself, had scarcely sustained his argu-
ment, for the hon gentleman had stated that in Ireland and
Scotland intemperance was so great that the Government
were obhged to reduce the spint duties m order to
reduce ntemperance (Hear, hear ) A good deal bad
been said about the irepossibility of profitably distilling from
wheat, and from someof thearguments 1t altnost appeared to
him that there had been a dehberate attempt to glmk the
real question, as 1f the object was to convert into spirit what
would otherwise be profitably converted 1nto flour Hon
menbers who had a special interest 1n flour would naturally
feel somewhat alarmed ot the ptospect of their staple being
considerably dimimshed  (Loud laughter ) But 1t was
never intended that wheat should be converted into spint
when 1t would pay to convertitinto flour It was never m-
tended that the wheat should be comverted into whisky it 3t
would pay to convert 1t into bread ‘That had been no part of
his opening speech, nor should 1t be of s concluding argu-
ment ihe Blue Book compiled fiom cvidence taken last
ear, stated that there was very hittle wheat used 1n Prussia
or distillation, but that the spir.t was principally manunfac-
tured from substances of far less value ~ What he contended
for was, that they should enible the farmers to distil from
whatever material grew upon their farms (Hear, hear )
They would find a large quantity of material, winch would

fetch nothing 1 the market, valuable for dis-
tillation, and dist'llation  could also be carried
on at a time when ordinary labor was in least
request for other farming purposes lhe ‘reasurer

had favored the House with a calculation of wheat at the
highest marhet price, fuel at the hghest market price, and
labor at the highest market price, thence deducing his
ruterated conclusion, that the farmer would not be able to
comapete with the cheaper labor and cheaper matemal 1n a
foreign market He (Mr Burow) should, ndeed, think a
man very imperfectly informed 1 reference to distilation,
tvho would atterapt to disti]l upon the terms mentioned by
the hon the Treasurer In reference to the remark that there
was no pubdlic feehng upon the subject, and that if fairly put,
not one man 1 20 would be n favor of fice distillation, he
could only say that he entertammed a very different opimion,
and 1t was from the sincerity of his conviction that he was
desirous of placing the question before the countiy Those,
however, who voted against the motion, declared that the
question should be shelved (No, no) Hon members ccr-
tainly did so, for lus motion said t hat this session ought not
to be allowed to pass without legislation upon the subject,
whilst hon members who opposed the motion sad
that 1t ought (Hear, hear) There he joined
18sue with  those hom  members He &id  not
sech during the present scssion hnally to legalise free dis-
tillation , but he thought if the Mimstry, after the repeated
expression of opmion of that House, and considering the
known sentiments of at least one of the Mimstry, had
brought in a Bill to relieve distillation from the restrictions
which now surrounded it, the Bill might have been discussed,
the opinion of the House ascertained, and the question
might have been submitted i a developed form to the
conntry at the next g:mmeral election But the question
would be presented to the country in an unmtelligible, un-
explained, and intangible form, 1f the House affirmed that
the question ought not to be dealt with during the present
session  The hon member for Gumeracha said, *leave the
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fiscal question to the Treasurer,”’ and the hon member for
the Light thooght 1t mught be sately left to that hon gen-
tleinan, and stated that he would abohish the Customs duty
gradually He (Mr Barrow) entertained 4 somewhat sumilar
opinion to the hon member for Taght They might abolish
half the duty at once, and provide for the abolition of the
other half gradu tl(l‘y. g0 that it counld not be sd
that  persons ha embarked 1n  the business of
distillation thinking that protection would be continued,
wlhen the Act would distinctly state that the dut
would be 43 this year, 3s the next, and so on, until
1t 1eached a nmunimum or nomunal point How
the face of an Act containing a graduated scale of 1eduction,
would any man come forward 1 future years and say that
he had been deceived » Lhe argument was so fimsy that 1t
showed the weakness of their cause when men of ability con-
descended to have recourse to 1t (Hear, hear ) Something
had been saxd about Victoria, and the action which would
probably be taken by that colony if free distjllation were
adopted here, but, he would ask, were they to understand
that they were legxslatmg‘for the people of this colony under
the lash of Victona? Were members of that House, n
legislating for the interests of South Australians, to ask
themselves what Victorna would think of such and such a
measure, and what degree of punishment Victoria would
wmthcet if 1t did not meet with her approval ® [t they did jus-
tice to South Austialia they would not do injustice to Vic-
tora, but he could not help reminding the House that Vie-
toria and New South Wales made arrangements for a postal
system without consulting this colony, although instructed
by the Lords of the Treasmy to do so Did Victoria con-
sult the intcrests of South Austraha in that step ®
So far from that, Victornia stepped out of her way to do
this colony an absolute wrong éHear) Yet 1t was now
proposed that we should refram_from advaneing our own
Interests lest we should displease Victoria  Should Victoria
attempt to retahate by levying a duty on our four, he
believed she would soon find she had adopted an unwise
alternative, and would gladly go back to cheap biead, and
leave us to free distillation = t'he hon the Tieasurer had
stated that he would not hold office under any Government
which adopted a system of protection, but protection to the
colonial distiller was already granted to the extent ofs
2s 31 per gallon, and there was a financial dratt scheme ot
the Mimstry—(hear, hear)-—1estoiing the balance of the
revenue, supposing the duties to be reducted trom 9s to 3s
He thought the cry of protection was got up as a stalking
horse, by means of which hon membcrs, unprepared to

grapple with the question on 1ts ments, attempted
to nde over those argumecots which they could not
logically refute  (“Hear, hear,”” from the Attor-

ney-General ) He congratulated the Attorney-General
upon having at last«been aroused from his apathy He
thanked the Jearned Attorney for hus attention, and hoped he
would always be equally attentive to theobses vations of hon
members as he had apparently been to the 1emark which he
(Mr Bairow) had last made = (Laughter ) He should now
carry the question to a division, but would again state that
he had no idea of finally legislating upon it duming the pre-
gent session  He thought, however, after what had taken
glace during previous sessions, that the Goverument might

ave introduced a measure It wag clear they must appeal
to the country to pronounce, other wise there would be a dis-
tillation debate every session foy the next 20 yems A mass
of evidence had been taken on the subject, and appeated n
the Blue-Book of last session  and if hon members had not
studied 1t during the recess 1t was then own fiult He
would leave the fate of his motion m the hands of the House,
and would commut the question 1self to the country, satis-
fied that i bunging (t forward he had only redeemed the
pledge he gave to Ins constituents, and believing that free
distillation would yet become the law of the land

The SPEAKER then put the motion, which was lost by a
majority of two M !

The votes, Ayes 11, Noes 13, being as follows —

AYFS, 11 — Messrs Bagot, Bakewell, Harvey, Hay,
McEluster, Mildred, Peake, Reynolds, Rogers, Young,
Barrow (teller)

NoEs, 13 —Attorney-General, Mr Cole, Commissioner of
Crown Lands, Commssioner of Public Works, Messrs
Duffield, Dunn, Glyde, Hallett, Hawher, Hart, Macdermott,
Ouwen, Lreasurer (teller)

THE HARBOR TRUST
Mr Reynolds moved that the debate on the 7th Order of
the Day be adjourned till the following Friday
An unendment by Mr MILDRLD that the debate be
proceeded with, was negatived by a majority of 9
Ihe House adjourned at 25 minutes past 6 o'clock till
1 o'clock on the following day

THURSDAY, MAY 26
The SPFAKFR took the chair at two minutes past 1

o'clock
LATE- COLONIAL SIOREKELEPER.

Mr HAY piesented 4 petition from Mr Wm Reyhn, the
late Colonial Storekeeper, praywag that the office formerly
lield by hum might be re established
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PULLING DOWN TREES

Mr BARROW presented a petition from Mr F P Mans-
ficld, of Melbourne, praying for leave to ntroduce a Bill to
secute to hum for 14 years within the province of South Aus
tralia, the exclusive right of using an 1nvention for puliing
down and extracting the roots of trees The petition was
withdrawn, in consequence of not being signed

BOUNDARIES OF RUNS BILL

The COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS, in moving
the sceond reading of this Bill, said that the preamble sufhi-
ciently indicated the scope and intention of the Bul It was
to provide tor the settlement of disputes which, for years
past, had occurred between the lessees of the Crown Hither-
to it had been found impossible to come to any equitible
adjustment because 1t one of the lessees appointed a sur-
veyor, the other was sure toobject  1he Bill proposed that
the Government should satisty themselves that the surveyors
were duly quahfied, and that they should then be licensed,
and the reports of the suiveyors being accepted, there would
thus be a means of dehmtely settling the dispute ‘lhe Bill
provided that 1n the event of a lessee objecting to the ap-
pointment of a particular surveyor, the Surveyor-General
nught be communicated with, and another surveyor would
probably be appointed s

Ihe AT1ORNEY-GENERAL seconded the motion, which
was carried, and tne House went 1nto Committee upon the
Bill

The COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS stated, in
reply to Mr Reynolds, that 1t was intended the surveyors
should be paid by the parties who employed them

Mr HAWKLR remaiked that he did not see in the Bill
any proviston for testing the accuracy of the surveys, nor
was there any clause providing for the payment of the sur-
veyors It would never do to pass the Act and leave the
question of payment an open one, otherwise the charge
might be enormous  He thought the Bill should fix a maxi-
mum rate per day

Mr STRANG WAYS sud the whole Bl would be useless
He was at a loss to 1imagine what benefit could be obtuned
from the measure , for when the surveys were made, netther
the Government nor the settlers would be bound to accept
them 1o any way A squatter mught get s run surveyed,
and 1if the survey immcluded a waterhole or some spot which
he valued, well and good, but if not he would not be bound
tot  Inthe survey of runs avery tifling error might involve
very serious consequnences, and 1t was conseqnenay exceeqd-
ngy desirable 1n g opinion that the survey of 1uns should
not be entrusted to hcensed surveyors, who had nothing at
stake but therr licences Human nature was but human
nature, and licenged smveyors would be only human,
consequently they might not be above taking ‘*“tip™
(Laughter )’ He would suggest to the Attorncy-General
that a clause should beintroduced to the effect thit any sur-
veyor gulty of auy gioss and mexcusable neglect, or wil-
fully making an mcorrect suivey, should beheavily fined
I'tis would ge the only way to secure accuracy, and he should
be glad to know 1f the Attorney-General would introduce
such a clause

The COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS sad, m
reference to what had fallen from the hon member for
Victorih, that the Surveyor-General would, as a matter of
course, be sure that the surveys were correct, and verity
them before accepting them as correct lhe Surveyor-
General bad the means of doing 8o, because the triangulation
of the northern countey was 1 a complete state, and the
Survey department would be enabled to verify the surveys
In reterence to the remarks of the hon member for Encounter
Bay, the necessity of some such meisure as this had been
apparent to the sutvey department for many yeats, but no
means had been at the disposal of the Government to scttle
the disputes  He was quite sure that the Bul would be
looke i upon by the settlers as a boon, as 1t would afford
them an opportunity of setthng disputes which had existed
for years, and knowing accurately the boundarwes of then
runs  With rega:d to remuneration to surveyors, he thought
any difficulty upon that point could mnot anse, because
1t & hicensed surveyor made an exorbitant charge he would
not be employed It would be for the settlers to arrange
with the surveyors as to their chaige, and be mightiemirk
that as 1t was customaiy for settlers to furmsh the necessary
labor for surveys and the hoises, the actual expense to the
settler would ‘meicly be the actual remuneiation to the
sui veyor himselt

On the motion of Mr HAWKER the words “on venfi-
catton by the Surveyoir-General’ were mntroduced in the
second clause

Mr STRANGWAYS ashed how the surveys could be
verthied® It appeared to him that the Surveyor-Geneial
would have to send up another surveyor to go over
the work swinch had Aalready been donc The Commis-
swoner of Crown Lands and the hon member for Victoria
Jad theu heads together to concoct the Assessmenton
Stock 131l], and when he remembered what a precious mess
they made of that Bill last session he looked with gieat
suspicion upon any measure which was approved of by the
hon member for Victoila, as the present measare appcared
to be  He repeated that :lthough the surveys mght be
exccuted there was nothing whatever 1 the Bl to compel
the Government to accept them, and he wished to know if 1t




123]

was mtended to mtroduce any provision to compel an accept-
ance of the surveys by the lessces, for 1t appeared to him
that after the surveys had been made 1t was wn the power of
the lessees to Jispute them

The AITORKNLY-GENERAL said he had made 1nqunies
of tha Treasuicr, who was conversant with such matters, as
to how the suiveys were to be venfied, and foind that it
would not be necessary for the Survey ol -General to send out
another sarveyor, as the I'rian:ulation and Field Books
in the Surveyor-General s office would enable lum to verity
the surveys

Mr PLAKE would not give much for the veufication 1f 1t
were to be made 1 the Surveyor-General’s cfhee It was
possible that the Sutveyor General might be m posscssion
of a{ew main pomts of the sutvey, but 1t was unpossible he
could have the necessary detuls  He believed that the Bull
would be found as neirly as possible useless, that 1s, 1t would
Icave the occupants ot waste lands 1n the sa ne positic n 18 1t
present, only 1t would 1a13¢ the pitce which they would have
to pay for surveys 5o far as the countiy was concerned
the Bill would be uscless, but lie belierel that the appont-
ment of licensed surveyms would tend to raise the piice of
the survcys If the Shepherd Kings of South Austiaha
quarielled al out the boundaiies ot their ruus, the best thing
they could do would be to settle tne matterin a fliendly way,
to go to the dSurieycr-General s office and request that a
competent surveyor might be sent up to sutvey the runs and
determine the boundries .

Mr COLIJ was extiemely sorry that e had not brenn
hus place a little earlicr to have heard the commencement of
the doquent speech of the hon member for Fncounter Bay
He understood the lon member to make some allusions to
the honotable profission of surveyor He hoped the hon
member did not gauge the hono of members of that pio-
fession by the honor of that to which the how member
belonged himsclf as 1f so they had the old adage reilised
—of measuring another man’s ¢coin by one’s own bushel.
As much honot was, he beleved, to be found amongst sur-
vey Ore a8 amongst any other protfession, and in support of
this he might appeal+to the Commussioner of Crown l.ands,
who had been brought in contact with nany of the pro-
fessron  He agreed with the principles of the Bill, and should
give 1t his suppott

Mr HAWKLER said the Bill had been condemned as use-
less, but 1t was quite clear that those hon members who so
condemned 1t had not made themselves acquainted with the
enicumstances of the case I'he whole of the runs in New
South Wales had been defined by licensed surveyors, and by
Iicensed sutveyors only, and the systemn had been found to
work admirably  IIe wasin Sydney a few weeks since, and
met a number of gentlemen fiom Morcton Bay, Darling
Downs, and other distant paits from whom he leaint that
the system had givent great sitisfaction  The great difdicult,
herctor 4 number of yeara hadbeen 1n getting rung suryeyed,
no surveyors having been appointed by the Government to
survey runs and fo suivey runs only  lhe consequence had
been that the settlérs had been compelled to do the best they
could, and 1n many instances ‘the parties who had been
selected to make the surveys were not thoroughly qualified
Lhe great object of the seitlers was to have snch partics as
were contemplated by th 8 Act sent up to smvey the runs

Mr BARROW said that the House having agieed to the
sccond readmg of the Bill he hoped hon, members would not
be tempted 1nto a discussion of the principle of the measuie,
which should have becn considered before the Speaker left
the chair  IIaving afiitmed the prinviple of the measure he
should suppott the clause with the amendment proposed by
the hon mcmber tor Victorna

Mr PEAKE sudaf gentlemen, for whose advantage the
Bill was introducid, were satisted, he should certamnly not
oppose the measure  Ile hoped those gentlemen would re-
ceive all the benefits they anticipated fiom the measure,
though he confessed he did not t hink they would

The ATTORNEY GCNLRATL sud the hon member, in
his new character of prophet, would have an opprtunity of
sceing how far s nticipations were verified by the 1esult
He approved of the addition made by the hon member for
Victoria, beciuse although the addition was mmplhed m the
language of the clause as it ongimally stood, the guestion
having been raiged 1t was better to say in so many words
what the meaning was

Mr SIRANGWAYS disclaimed any mntention of alluding
to the hon member for West Torrens in the remarks which
he bad madc relative to the possibility of surveyors tahing
“tip  but he had alluded to citcumstances which had actually
ace rred here, and which were perfectly well nown in the
colony IIe still thought 1t quite within the bounds of possi-
b lity” that under certun cucumstances a surveyor mght
find a sum of money falling nto his hands quite promiscu-
ously (Laughter)

Mr COILT ashed the &peaker whether the Janguage of the
hon membes fo1 Encounter Bay was m oider ~ ‘Lhe hon
member had 1rfumated, he nught almost say, that he (Mr
Cole) was (apable ot taking what was vulgarly called
“ap

The CHATIRMAN did not understand thehon member for
Encounter Bay to mmpute anything personal to the hon
member for West Toriens  ¢Laughter )
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Mr STRANGWAYS distinctly disclaimed any intention
of impugning the chaicter of th: hon member for West
Torrens

1he second clanse was passed as amended

Upon the third clhuse being read,

Mi: HAWKER pownted out that there wasno provision ts
the effect that the lessees of the adjoimng runs should agree
about the survey of the boundary  Cases might aiise in
which the holder of one boundary would be perfectly sitis-
fied but the p uty on the adjoning boundary bewng dissatis-
fied, he would of ‘course raise the question, and msist on
having the run surveyed whilst the other would object It
was mmportant, he thought, that there should be an ariange-
ment by which the parties mtercsted should agree to the
survey as he obscrved that the decision of the surveyor was
to be finul

Mi MILDRED thought it wag the party who was dissa-
tisfied who sliould have the right of applying to the authori.
ties to sct lim night It was certamnly desirable that the
pa-ties interested should agree as to the surveyor who should
su'vey the run but still the party aggneved should have
the privilege of applying, that animpartial paity be sent
up to deterrune the boundaries

The ATTORNEY-GENER AL thought af the views of the
hon member for Victora were carned out, the Bil would be
neatiahsed  If the poposition were cariwed, 1t would be
useless to pass the Il The object of the Bill was to provide
a defimte and final settlement between the Crown and the
acoupants of lands, and between the lessees ot Crown lands
It was proposed to buingsarious disputes to a settlement,
trhough the mediun of the hcensed surveyors, mstead of, as
at present, allowing those disputes to remain unsettled, or
compelling the paities to resmt to the present costly and
unsatisfictory procceding of an action atlaw  If the con-
gent of both parties were requined, the object of the Bill
would be defeated, because any patty thinking himself wiong
would object to the appowntment of a surveyor to deteimine
the boundaries, hoping that the party really aggreved
would submut to some violation of his rights iather than
uige them 1 a Court of law

The third and subsequent clauges were passed with trifling
digcussion,

The COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS rematking
that the revocation of 1 cences to surveyors would only take
place upon the report of the Surveyor-General

Mr HAWKLR asked the Commussioner of Crown Lands
not to take the Bill out of Commuttee, as he still thought the
thnd clause was very wrbttary :nd he should lhike to have
an oppottunity of consulting rentlemen out ot doors upon it

1he COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS had no
objection, the Bill hawing been brought in eapiessly for the
benefit of leaseholders under the Crown

I'he CHAIRMAN then tepoited progress, and obtained
leave to sit again on the follow.ng Thuisday

THE CULTURE OF THE VINE

The ATTORNEY-GENERAT moved—

¢ That he have leave to intioduce *A il intituled an Act
to repeal ‘An Act to encourage the culture of the vinen
South Australia by peimitting the distillation of the fer-
mented juice of the Grape,’ aundto make other piovisions in
heu thereof * »
Ie did not consider 1t negessary to trouble the House with
auny lengthened statementrbecinse this was one ot those
measuies wireh had been Feferred to 1n the opening specch
of His Excellency, and the general intention of the measure
had been defined already The object of the Bill was two-
told In the first place 3t proposed to extend the facilities
wtended to be g ven by the Act which this Bill proposed to
repeal to other garden produce besides grapes, and secondly,
it mtroduced such provision as was necessary to secure the
revenue mole effectually agunst fiuds, or he mught term
thern crroneous practiceson the part of those who had availed
themselves of the provisions of the Act ‘1hose were the
two main objects of the Bill, the one to extend the rehef
afforded by the former measure, and the other to guard
against the puvileges confxred by that measmie being
abused as, no doubt they had been in somenstances

Ihe TREASURKR seconded the motion

Mr MILDRLD had much pleasure in supporting the
Bill, and aftet the lengthened discussion which had taken
plice upon tne subject of free distillation, he waa sute the
Bill wounld be gcceptable to every hon member 71he ground
had beecn so well tiavclled over on the pieceding day by
almost every hon member of that House, that 14 was unne-
cessarv for him to enlarge upon the question of free distilla-
tion It was well known that eyver since he had been 4 mem-
ber of that Housc he had been an advocate of tree distiliation
m the colony of South Austiaha It would open to the people
another stream of commetce, and he was prepued to make
any mcmentary <acrifice for the purpose of obtaining those
advantages which he was quite stie would 1esult from free
distillation  What he wvanted was that the farmer o1 vine
growet should be able to convert any article of produce
wihnch was useless fop other puiposes, into a remuveritive
a1ticle, by being convarted from one commodity to another
He tooh this ground, that 1t was necessmy to encourage
natwve industry It had been shown that £34 000 woe
gent out of the colony at the prescnt time, which
might be retamned in the province, and if that amount
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were distributed amongst the working classes what
benefits would it not confer®> He held 1t to be the
duty of those who were entrusted with carrying on the
Government, to devise means by which an amount equal to
that which would be taken from their income1t fiee distilla-
tion were allowed would be returned ‘Lhe assessment on
stock involved an amount of 25,0000 01 30,0004, at least that
wasg the calcujation, which however he believed was etro-
neous, but a very large amount would be obtamned from that
source That tax had been levied because 1t was thought
the squatters did not pay then proper pioportion, and that
he held to be a proper pnnaple to tax every man according
to his means, or position fou the purposge of rmsing the ne-
cessaly amount for carrying on the Goveinment It was
upon that principle that the squatters were taxed Varwus
classes were piotected, being permtted to manutacture
articles, whieh, 1f 1mported, would be subject to duty ‘The
brewer, for 1nstance, converted produce 1nto beer, which, if
1mported, would be subject to duty, sothat the brewer was
protected , and he would ask why should not any man be
mmmlarly protected, by being permitted to convert one
articleinto another, which would yield & more 1emuneritive
retuin’ Why not tax the miller who converted grun into
flour ? It would be no more unreasonable than to 1mpose a
tax for converting certain commodities 1ntu spirnits  He
believed that at no remote period spirits would be the most
mnportant production of the colony, and he urged upon the
House the necessity of giving every encouragement to native
industry as thebest mewns of eatending the exports and
himiting themports of the colon
Mr STRANGWAYS asked if the hon member was
order m making such frequent ieference to the subject of
the debate on the previous glay 2
1he SPLAKLR certainly thought the hon member's
speech would have been rore 1n order on the previous day
Mr BAGOL asked 1f the Speaker ruled that the hon mem-
ber was out of order ?
»The SPLAIXER said he did not, but the speech would
have been 1more w1 order on the previous day
Mr MILDRED had been prevented on the previons diy
from taking part in the very interesting discussion
(Laughter )” He was not i the haht of agdressmg the
House at any great length, lihe the hon member for
Lincounter Bay, and 1t was too bad that hon member should
attempt to cut b short when he wished to say a few words
He had been desitous of speaking upon the subject under dis-
cussion on the previous day, but had been prevented in con-
scquence of the lengihy addresses of other hon members He
would only remark, i conclusion, that 1f the Attorney-
General brought in a Bill which would meet the requnements
ot the geople. be (Mr Mildied) should wathdraw the motion
which he had tabled foi considerationifor leave tobringina Bl
He had seen the deficiencies of the Bill intioduced as a sort
of palhative by the hon member {8r the Murray That Act
was shachled with so many difiiculties that 1t was rendered
complctely uscless  For instance, 1t was necessary to have
a certain quantity of spirits for the purpose of tortifying
wines, but before the attendance of the necessary othcer
could be obtained to enible the spirit to be distilled, the pro-
bability was that the wine would be spoiled He repeated,
that all which he winted was that every man in South Aus-
traha should have the opportunity of conveiting the produce
of which he was unable to effect a sale intoa marketable
commodity If there were a deficiency in the revenue in con-
sequence of this permission being given, let the Government
devisc the means of making up that deficiency The hon
member agun referred to the subject of free distillation, but
(\; as informed that question had been settled on the previous
ay
Di WARK thought 1t was exceedingly desirable that Bills
likely to prove useful should be passe('i' through their early
stages as quickly as possible, and that discussion should be
reserved for the second reading He accepted that part of
thespcech of the Attorney-Geneial, 1n which he had intormed
the House that the object of the Bill was to
extend the facihties for distiling from articles not
hitherto sanctioned as those from which spumits might
be manufactured They had been told on the previous day,
that of the ten mllions of gallons manufactured in lreland
not more than three millions paid duty No doubt here
some httle lhicense would be taken, but the evils resulting
from that weie not for a moment to be compared with
the advantages
Mr BAKEWLLL would not have rsen but to cotrect an
egregious misstatement made by the hon member for
oarlunga That hon member had stated that the attend-
ance of some official was necessary to enable parties to
distil, butthatwas not the case, all that was required being
that the party should give three days notice of s intention
to distal , that notice he mné;ht put 1n the nearest post-
ofhice, and at the expiration of three days, whcthu any one
attended or not, he was perfectly at hibeity to commence dis-
tilhing  He (Mr  Bakewell) hid prepared the Bill himself,
and 1t had been pronounced singulirly workable by many
with whom he had conversed upon the subject
M1 MILDRLED had been misunderstood, having spoken of
the application ot the spint after it had been manufactuled
Lhe SPEAKER put the question, which was carried
The Bill was read a fust tune, and thesecond reading made
an Ordet of the Day for the followsng Luesday wek
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POLICE

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved—

* L hat he have leave to introduce *A Bill intituled an Act
to authorise the imposition of a police rate and the appoint -
ment of police constables by Municipal Corporations and
Dustnict Counuls **”

It would be i the recollection of hon members that
duriug the discussion upon the Estimates 1n the previous
sesston, considetable objectivn was rased to the amount
proposed to be voted fu1 the maintenance of the police force
within the city of Adelaide, and 1t was stated by hon mem-
bers 1epresenting suburban districts thit the proposed ex-
penditure tn that way was 1 nfair, having regard to the wants
of other portions of the community e mu~t confess that
he felt wmdividually there was very considerable forcein that
statement  He fclt that, whilst 1t was quite 11ght the Legis-
lature should, out of the public funds, provide for that portion
of the police 1n the aity of Adelanle which was required for
the general benefit such as those 1n attendance it the Su-
preme Court, the Detectrve Force, &c, 1 was not fair to pro-
vide from the general revenve for such as were kept for the
special protection of the imhabitints of the city  As the Go-
vernment were not prepared to place on the Estimates a
sufficient sum for pioviding a police torce at the virious mu-
nicipalities and townships ot the colony, they felt, though
thete was a 1eason that the Governraent should 2sk for the
sum upon the Estimates last session, still that the matter
was one to which thie Government were bound to give their
attention  during  the  1ecess It would have been
unfait to take off the protection hitherto afforded without
gving th: caty of Adelaide an opportumty of provxdmg
that protection for themselves In the Estimates it woul
be fourd that the numbar of pohice at Adelaide and
the Port was greatly dimimished, and n order to give
the inhabitants of this and other places, where 1t was
requisite protection should be afforded, an opportumty of
obtaiming 1t the present Bull had been prepared 1lhe object
wag to enable the City of Adelaide and all Corporations, and
any districts who wished to avail themselves of 1ts proyisions,
to levy a pobce-rate, and, when levied, to appoint a police
force It was proposed that the general rules and regula-
trons should be framed by the Government, but that the
appointment and dismssal of the pohice should be placed
the hands of the locality by whom they weie appointed

The TREASURER seconded the motion

Mr BARROW should support the motion, though, until
the Bill was betore the House, 1t was 1mpossible to siy what
vote he should give upon the second reading He obseived
m the Estimatcs of Ways and Means th it the reduction was
wholly 1n the the foot police There was no 1eduction what-
evern the mouuted police  As by a reduction 1n the foot

olice they would only affect the secunity of the City and

Port, he did not see why the reduction 1n the foot pohice was

a reason that the country distiicts should be called upon
to assess themselves for a police-rate, seeing that
the foot police did not at all affect the security of those dis-
tricts, and that the mounted police wete left untouched He
presumed the intention was that the rate should be per-
missive only , that there would be no compulsion to levy the
rate Such being the case, no reasonable objection could be
raised to giving permissiou to muomcipalities and District
Counails to levy a rate for police protection 1t they found
they were not sufficiently protected On the undeistanding
that the Bilt was ot a permisave chatacter, he would sup-
port the motion before the House, resersing any objections
which he might have til] the Bull was on the table

Mr SOLOMON should not oppose the motion, but pornted
out that 1t was in the City and at the Port that the gicatest
amount of police protection was requued He trusted that
the Government would grant the licensing fees for public-
houses within the eity'as a set-off to the cost of the police
If 1t were the 1ntention of the Goveinment to take to the
geueul revenue of the province all the publicans liceuce
ces and various other fees which should belong to the city,
he thought the Attorney-General might, upon the second
reading of the Bill, find that he had a larger amount of oSpo-
sition than he anticipated  He should reserve to humself
the right at the second reading of dealing with the varwous
clauses of the Bill as circumstances would justify

M1 T{AY believed 1t would be the better comse to assent
to theantioduction of the Bii and discuss 1ts merits upon
the second reading  He believed 1t was a coirect principle
that the foot police should be supported by the localities 1
which they were employed, and that the mouuted police were
necessary for the general protection of the community
Publcans’ licence fees he thought siwould go to the localifies
1n which they were situated, and be devoted to the reduction
of the police rite, but he questioned whether 1t would be
found to work well for the police to be partly under the con-
trol of the Government, and pattly under the coutiol of the
Corporation

Ihe AITORNEY-GENERAL could not assent to a pro-
posal to stitke out of the lustunates all the foot police for the
City and Port, because he thought that portion ot the police
force maintained 1a these two places wie as yauch for the
benefit of the commumty a8 tor the particular locality
Chere was no district in the colony which would not be the
more secure because at the gates of the colony—the City
and Port—there was & police force on the look-out tor con-
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victs, &c e could not therefore consent to strike off the
whole cstimate for toot police, believing a portion of that
force to be as necessary for the country at laige as for
the City and Pot, and therefore that they should
be maintained from the genelal revenue But
he felt when the subject was under discussion last year,
that, whilst 1t was for th» public benefit that a portion of
the police should be maintained, 1t was not fair that the
public should have to pay for that portion of the police
which was for the individual beneqt of the City ani Port as
distinguished from the publicat Inrge W hen 1t was proposed
that the Government shoul | hand over to the city and dis-
tucts all sums received foi hicences, he should be "happy to
discuss the question when raised , but 1t appeaied to lnm to
be a mockery to say, on the one hand—we throw on you the
burden ot pioviding your own police, and, on the other, we
Zive you more than an equivalent to the cost of maintenanc:
The Bill was only peroussive, and 1t would be for every
locality to act accordiug to its own views, whether 1t was in
cucumstances to avail 1tself of that permussion or not He
had not thought it expediert to attempt to introduce the
compulsory principle, as in Eugland, not would 1t be ad-
visable to introduce that principle unless 1t were found that
the petmissive power was not avauled of, and inconventence
consequently resuited

Leave having been gianted, the Bill was read a first tume,
the second reiding being made an Order of the Day for the
following luesd iy week

I'HE WELLINGTON FERRY
The AITORNDY-GENERAL, 1n the absence of the Com-
nussxc()iucr ot Public Works, who was senously indisposed,
moved —

* that he have leave to wntroduce * A Bill intituled an Act
to amend an Oi1dinance to establish a ferry at Wellington, on
the nver Murray ' '

‘The ohject was sumply to dimunish the tolls at present col-
lected  I'he matter wis biought under the notice of the
House and the Governinent the session betore last, and last
yeat 1t would be remembered the Goveinment proposed to
, throw upon the various localities the burden of main-
taming thew 10ads when 1t became necessary that the ferry
should’ be self supporting 1he House, however, did not
athrm that principle, and as the Government did not intend
to take action in the matter duiing the present session, he
ashed leave to introduce the present Ball, which proposed to
1cduce the fees to such a sum a8 would ensuie the use of the
feriy, there bemng at the same time a provision that
prttes should not occupy 16 for a longer peiiod than was
necessary
I'he 1 REASURLR seconded the motion, and leave havmg
been granted, the Bill was rewd a first time, the secon
reading being made an Order of the Day for the following

Thursday
THE WESIERN BOUNDARY

The ATTORNEY GLLNLRAL moved

* 1 hit an address be prisented to Her Majesty, with refe-
1ence to that part of the colony of New South Wales which
18 situate between the eastern boundary of Westein Austra-
lia and the western boundary of this province, representing
the natural dependence of that teintory upon South Aus-
tralin, through whose ports alone access can be obtained to 1t,
and the difhiculty and cost attending 1ts settlement and
goveininent by any other colong , and praying Her Majesty,
since no steps have been talen by the colony of New South
Wales upon the subject, to cause the 1equisite mcasures to
be adopted to procure the sanction of Parliament to1its being
united with the province of South Australia , and that a
Commuttee of three persons—consisting ot Messrs Hait
Teake, and the mover—be appomnted to prepare such
address ™’
He did not thunk it necessary to take up the time of the
House by dwelling at any length upon this subject It would
be 1n the recollection of the House that on a former occasion
1t was agreed to present an address to Her Majesty upon the
subject, and at the commencemcnt of last session certan

apets were laid upon the table of the House shewinyg that Her
R[d;csty‘s advisers 1o kngland recognized the expeflcncy and
Justice of the proposcd measure, but as a matter ot courtesy to
New South Wales, wathin whose limits the land was nomi-
nally mcluded—though 1t never could foim a geographical
pait of that colony, that 15, 1t never could be connected
except by legal tis —1t was referred to that colony A long
time had elapsed since the despatch of the Secretary of Sta e
must have 1cached New South YWales, and as no steps had
been tahen by the Legislatuie or Government of thit colony
to give cffect to the recommendation of Her Majesty, he
thought enough had been done as tar as couitesy between
the tnglish Government and New South Wales, and betwcen
the two Governments and South Australa, to justfy the
step proposed by the present motion  Although they had
no pruase K rowledge ot the portion of country to which the
motion refeired, there were circumstances which induced
many to believe that 1t might form a valuable addition to
this colony Pustoral settlemment was extending in that
direction , and as the country was supposed to aflord pastu-
rage to an almost indchmte cxtent, 1t was fmpossible to say
at what paod settlement might be pushed to the boiders
then, beyond the boundary, paities would find themselves
m the position of bung cotwpelled to swell the revenue of
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& colony from which they could derive no possible
protection, 1nasmuch as there could be no proper
admmstration of the law, except at an enormous
cost, nor could there be any commumcation with New
South Wales, except by passifg through some portion of
this colony To New South Wales it would be a useless ap-
pendagi;e, as that colony must altogether neglect the piotec-
tion of those who were scttled there, or do so at a cost alto-
§ether di~proportioned to the benecfits which 1t received
Vith those views he moved the motion standing i his
name, thinking the House would agree with hun, that the
time had arrived when they should tike action 1n the matter
He would also propose that the Committee have power to
confer with the Committee appointed by the other branch of
the Legislature

Mr., BAGO1 suﬁported the motion, though he had
grave doubts as to how 1t should be done, as no steps had
been taken by the New South Wales Government in the
matter If that Government had no clum to the territory,
1t was a piece of idle coultesy to communicate with them on
the subject 1n any way He thought the House should not
discuss the question agam, but take the view that the tern-
tory did not belong to New South Wales, but to the Crown,
and that 1t was in the power of the Queen to make 1t over to
any other colony

Mr NEALES rose to correct an eiror which had
been made ‘Lhe home authorities believed that this territory
belonged to New South Wales He thought 1t should be an
istruction to the Committee to treat the matter aiso wjth
reference to the proportion of the public debt of New South
Wales this & rutory was hiable for It would be better to
settle the matter even that way than to put i1t off for two or
three years, considering that the sum wiich the colony would
have”to pay tor so large a tract of terntory would be so
sm2

Captam HART smd that the hon gentleman who had
spoken last had referred to the 1mportance of taking 1mme-
date action  He (Captain Hart) was of opmion that the
colony could lay vaious clums to the teinitory in question,
based on the discoveries lately made from this country in the
neighbourhood, more pqmcular]xvas the country could not
be approached from New South Wales by sea, 1ts only avail-
able port being situate in South Austialia. He believed this
matter would create considerable dificulty if per-
mitted to remamn in 1ts present condition, as the
country would before long be stocked with shecp,
and all accounts tended to show that the opimouns
respecting 1t which were entertained long ago were
correct He was only soriy that he would not be able to
ascertain from personal observation the nature of the
country, a8 he had made many attempts to induce a friend
tojoin him i a visit to 1t He believed there was a large
country there winch would yet be of great value to South
Australia, and that Fowler s Bay would become a very im-
portant port, aud would possess 2 large expott trade He
believed 1t would prove one of the best sheep countries and
most valuable domains of South Australia, and he was satis-
fied that no just o1 proper objection should be urged a(i;amst
1ts being annexed to this province but that the address,
1f voted, would attain the object winch the House had mn

view

Mr SOLOMON supported the motion, though he could
not understand the arguments which the two last speakers
urged in favor of it One hon member spokeof the large debt
of New South Wales, and the difficulty of procuring the
separation of Moreton Bay from that province But More-
ton Bay had cost New South Walcs a laige sum, having been
for a long period a depot for 1ts convicts, and 1t should,
therefore, pay a large sum to New South Wales for the im-
provements effected at the cost ot that colony Ilhe hon
member for the City suggested that this province should take
the strip of territory at a valuation from New South Walces,
and that the valuation would be very triflmg, whilst the hon
member (Capt Hart) said 1t would be the most valeable part
of the colony He could not understand why, 1f hon mem-
bers wished to procure the territory, they should make New
South Wales attach such a value to1t (A laugh ) He sup-
ported the resolution, behevmg the territoiy to bea *‘no-
man’s land,” which might yet become of gieat valuc to tius
province

M1 NEALES expluned that he had never sawd that the
case was to be judged by that of Moreton Bay What he
sard was that 1t the area was to be measured agamnst the
portion of the debt of New South Wales, for which the
territory was hable, 1t would be better to pay the money at
once than have any delay in obtaimng posscssion of the
country

Mr MILNE ashed the Attorney-General whether 1t 18 an
established fact that the country belongs to New South
Wales, as he could not find any authority to that effect
He would also ask whether 1t would not be better to ignore
New South Wales altogether in the matter by striking out
certain woirds which would cause the resolution to read,
*I'hat an address be presented to Her Majesty having
reference to that pait of New Holland,” &c, and lcaving out
all 1eference to New South Wales

Mr BARROMW said that, whether the territory was part
of New South Wales or not, 1t was part ot the dormimions of
Her Majesty, and that the appeal should, thercfore, be made
to the Queen  Hc had no objeetion to the amendment of the
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hon member for Onkaparmga, but he did not approve of
making an apgeal to the Government of New South Wales
The Queen had as much constitutional right to transfur this
territory to South Austraba asshe had to se{)arate New South
Wales or Victona from the onginal New Holland The re-
ference to New South Wales was, however, no more than an
act of courtesy, and did not prejudice the case of this colony,
though that pait of the resolution might be struck out 1f 1t
was considered desirable

Mr STRANGWAYS agreed 10 thedesirablencss of making
an appeal, but the Honse should avoid making any allusion
winch could prejudice 1ts case  On this account he agreed
with the amendment  He would saggest that, in the sixth
and seventh hnes, the words, * sice no steps have been
taken by New South Wales,"” be also struck out ‘The tern-
tory belonged either to New South Wales o1 South Aus-
tiahia, for Western Austraha had never made any claim to1t,
nor would the country be of much use to that province
He would suggest that the reply of the Attorney-General to
the question of the hon member for Onkaparinga should be
only regarded as an opinion, m the abscnce o an{ official
document proving the real extent of New South Wales  He
apprehended that there was some bimit to New South Wales
Proper, and that the authority of the Governor-General over
the unsettled ternitory was only a sort of a protectorate,
which did not imply that the whotle of the continent out-
side the boundaries of Victona and South and Western Aus-
tralia belonged to New South Wales

The ATTORNEY-GLNERAL sud that the commission
of the Governor-in-Chief of New South Wales defined the
boundaries of the province 1n such a manner as to include tha
territory under discussion  The boundarce extended to the
boundary of Western Australia It would be unwise to
1znore this commission , but theboundaries were alzo defined
1n,the Act of the Imperial Paihament which granted a con-
stitution to New South Wales wlnch Act anthomsed the
Queen to separate a portion of New South Wales fiom thit
province, but this to the noith of acertain hne, whilst the
country which the House wished to obtain was to the south
of that line  Whatever might be the feeling of the House as
to the Justice or expediency of the present claim, 1t could not
be expected that a request would meet with any consideration
from the Crown 1f 1t 1gnored Her Majesty s right to define
the boundaries of New South Wales

Ihe motion was then put and carried, and a message to
that eflect was ordered to be transmitted to the Legislative

Couneil
THE CENSUS BILL

On the motion of the ATTORNLY-GENERAL this Bil}
was read a thurd time, and passdd.

It was ordered to be transmitted to the Legislative
Council

THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY

The TREASURER laid on the table certun ieturns rela-

tive to thig railway, which were ordered to be printed.
THE CSTIMAIES

On the motion of the REASURLR the House then went
into Commuttee on the Estimates

Dr WARK complained that he had not s yet received a
copy of the Estimates, and was proceeding to complan
that he had been haughtily treated by the Chief Clerk, when

The CHAIRMAN suggested 1f the hon member had any
charge to prefer against the officers of the House, 1t should
be laid before the Standing Orders Committee (Hear, hear )

The TREASURER then moved the first item on the
kstimates — Governor-in-Chief's Private Secietary, &c,
£806 23

Captan HARY before proceeding with the items sepa-
rately, would call attention to the Estimatcs as a whole He
wished to know, in the first plice, fiom the Hon the
Ircagsurer why that hon member cairied to the credit of the
general revenue the interest on exchequer Wlls, which 1n-
cluded the piemium on the bonds of the colony It was
understood last year that this was not to be done, and he
(Captnin Hart) believed that in last year’s Estimates the
item was omutted, as 1t should not belong to the gencral
revenue, and it would lead to considerable inconvemence to
have entered to the credit of the general revenue tms large
sum, wiiuch did not belong toat  Thie made 1t appear that
the country was boriowing money at a lower rate than was
the fact In many respects this arrangement as objection-
able, as the sum was made up of the premiums on vaiious
bonds It was not the preminm on the railway bonds alone,
or on the waterworks bonds, so that there was no statcment
as to what particular bonds the premiums belong to It was
clear that the premiums on the waterwyorks could not belong
to the general revenue, inasmuch as they stood to the credit
of the city These premiums would be ¢ irried to an account
which the Corporation would have to hquidate at some future
day He should also say that he was exceedingly soriy
to see that 1eductions had not been effected in the general
Estimates, where he believed large reductions might have
been made The reduction m the pohice estimates would
not he believed prove to be one in reahty This reduction
might have been effected by reducing the force by a ceitam
number of constables, corporals, and” sergeants, but it could
be better accomphshed by diminishing the number of officers
who 1ecetved igher rates ot pay—(hear, hear)—and therates

9
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of payment given to them  He was certamn that, if the
pohice 1t the Port were reduced, the Feople there would not
pay for additional constables, and the general public
would therefore haveto sufler from any disturbances which
might anise from the want of police protection there The
police of the Port were employed principally mn keeping
order amongst scamen, and those Swan Riven people who
favored thecolony with a visit  The police were stationed at
the Port because these persons were more easiy caught at
tne point wheie they landed than when they had distiibuted
thermselves (ver the country There were several items of
the Estimates which he (Captain Hart) would oppose when
thay came on for discussion  (Hear, hear )

Mr REYNOLDS was not prcpared to support the Esti-
mates He had expected, seeing at the head of the Govern-
ment the Hon Wm Younghusband, who, in 1855, considered
that the colony was go ng completely to rum, and who conse-

uently urged the appowntment of a Sclect Commuttee on the
Estimates, with a  view to theirr reduction Having that
hon gentleman at the head of the Admuustration,
and remembering the manner i which he then reported
upon departmental teform, 1n _connexion with the
hon the Commussioner of Crowu Lands, who also was a
member of the Commttee, he (Mr Reynolds) expected to
see such reforms proposed as the House would readily agree
to But it appeared that when gentlemen had arrived at that
goal winch was the bound of their ambition, they forgot
what the country required of them That was the position
of the hon the Chict Secretary  Whether the hon the At-
torncy-Geneial, who was opposed to the appointment
of the Lstimates Commttee, had any influence
ovet the hon the Chief Secretary, he” (Mr Rey-
nolds) was unable to say, but otherwise, as head of
the Governnient, might have said to the Attorney-Gencral,
such thing shall be done, or otherw:se the Attorney-General
will have to resign, and leave the management of the
admunstration to me (the Chief Secretary) It mught not
be out of place to refer to the speech of the Hon Wm Y oung-
husband, 1n refarence to the Estimates Committee, and also
to that of the hon Commssioner of Crown Lands, who also
thought that the colony was drifting to ruin, and that it was
time to stem the torrent of lavish expenditure 1he hon

the Commussioner of Crown Lands said that the cost of
establishments amounted as per head of the population, to
168 3d 1n 1852, i 1833 *to 20s 2d, and in 1854 to 258 6d ,
but the amount for 1860 was 358 per head 71lLe hon Com-
misgioner in his speech went on to say that at the then rate
of 1ncrease the colony would be paying at the rate of 3/ per
head for establishments m four vears time and that 1f they
were reduced one-thnd there would still be a very hand-
some provision remaiming He (Mr Reynolds) lelieved
so still, and thought that the hon  gentleman
woull beheve so too 1f he werc«on the opposition
s1de of the House  I.ist session the subject ot reducing the
departmental expenscts was discussed, and scme hon mem-
bers verein favor of reducing the sum 1 a lump, but the
Government dechned do11g so0  The hon the Commissioner
ot Crown Lands had formeily spoken approvingly of the
Victorian Legslature having ruthlessly reduced their
salaiies by a inillion, and could he now complainaf the House
ruthlessly cuitailed the amount of the present Estunates?
Some 1dea wag also thrown out as to the cost of Government
betng submitted to public ¢ mpetition, and the hon Com-
mssioner said he would Iike to see it tried The hon mem-
belr for the city also agreed in that opinion Ilhe hon the
I reasurer must admut that the revenue was not 1n an elastie
state—that 1t was falling oft— (hear, hear)j—and was 1t not,
therefore, time that the establishments should be reduced
rather than imcreased [ he House was told in His Excellency
the Governor's opening speech that there weie reductiong
in the Estumates but he (M1 Reynolds) had been looking
and could not find €hem, except in the Lands Titles esti-
mate, where there was a reduction effected by shifting some
clerhs from the Registratiun of Deeds Department ~1here
was also a reduction in the police but that wis hhe taking
money out of onc pocket and putting 1t 1n to the other, as the
cost would only be trans(%rred to the Corporate body 1lheie
was a httle aeception tn this, masmuch as there would be no
lessemng of taxation to the people He was, however,
pleased to find the hon the ‘treasurer faiourable to duect
taxation, as there might be other means found of dimmmishung
Government patronage, and allowing the people to manage
thewr own affairs  In 1856, the year following the sitting of
the Fstimates Committee, the General Revenue, including
the land revenue amounted to 516,414/, and the cost of estab-
hshments, 178,922/, bemg about 35 per cent , but for the
year 1860, out of an estimated revenue of 434,900/, there was
a proposed eapenditure on establishments of 197 652!, or
about 46 per cent , or as compared with the year following
the Estimates Comnuttee an increase of 11 per cent He
thought the countiy had not benehtted by having hon
gintlemen oyposlte m the positions they now occupied
seeing that they had not reduced the taxation or the amount
of the kstimates, but increased them The Hon Wm Young
husband had spoken of the normal state of the countryin
1851, and m 1845 as having arrived at the samestate. In 1852,
the Ordinuy Revinue was 125,000/, and 1t was proposed
by the Goyernment toexpend 110,000/, but only 60,000/ of
this was required to keep up establishments, being 50 per
ceut  on  the revenue, so that there was an
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merease since that tune of 756 per cent on the same
kind of revenue Undgr these cucumstances, would
it not be better that the House should take action
itself and propuund a scheme for reduang the expendi-
ture, if, indeed, they did not ruthlessly swecp away
10,0007 or 20,000/ et once, and s0 reduce the cost of establish-
ments  The Government would say as they said beflore, that
1t was the duty of the Ifouse to go into details  but he (Mr
Reynolus) maintamed that 1t was the duty of Goveinment
dunng the 1ecess to go 1nto the vanious departments and sce
wWhere reductions could be made He would not be content
with the reports of any head of a departruent, butwhen these
persons said they did not see how they could convemently
make reductions, he would pownt to the Victorian Govern-
ment, which cut oft a million of expenditure without 1m-
paring the efliciency of the depaitments He believed that if
where 10,0000 was asked for the House gave 8,000,
there would still be sufiicient ability and enei gy left 1n the
department to carry on the public service In the Railway
department there was a sum set down as profit left, afte
E‘.zyment of all expenses, which sum was biought over from

st year, but instead of there being a profit last year the
House had voted 7,000{ to provide mcreised accommodation
In the same manner there was an iten now for a level-cross-
g at Bowden, and for a sildéing at Woodvile, and so on
Thus 1t was mace to appear, by some financial legerdeman,
that there was a profit when there was not  Last year also,
the House disposed of the Colomal Storekecper’s department,
but the Government now proposed to restore lnm  There
Was 1 resuniection, ru fact, under the head Armoury
Agun, there was to be an 1ncrease 1 the
Colonial  Aixchitect’s department As to the Police,
theie were at present too many oflicers, and too much siver
lace Seemg that the Goyveinment had been able to send
the Chief Commisionet to the North on an explorng or
hunting eaxpedition, 1t was clear that the country was mun-
tarung an oflicer too many, as he could be spated aw iy from
s dutics for months Eother the Chif Comnmissioner or
s second 1n command could be dispensed with Agan,
when the House found gentlemen getting theu six weeks’
Jeave of abscnce there must be too many bands  If smaller
sums were voted, these gentlemen would be found quite
competent to peiform therr duties even iu the hours uunng
which they were now engaged, or 1f not they should hive
fewer holidays lhe ‘lelegraph Department had now
swelled to a very seriousitcm, and when it came under dis-
cussion he should propose certain 1eductionsin it There
was a station-master at — a-year another at Kapunda,
another at Mount Lofty, with a messenger at 307, and seve-
ral others He would suppoit every motion for reduction in
each and every part of these Estimates

Mr SOLOMON, so fa from wishing to support the
Estimates in_their present form, hoped that some action
would be taken by winch they would be sent back for
revision ‘The lieasurer, in introducing them, & ud that he
expected m the Customs a deficiency of 10,000 for the yea,
but the bon member did not take the trouble to point out
that the defictency which arose in the first quaiter of the
year, arose primapally on those items which he (M
Bolomon) took the liberty of indiciting 1ast sesston, as those
upon which a deficicney would anse namely, those goods
chiefly consumed by the workmg-classcs Betore the
Lstunates went 1nto  Committee last  scsst n, he
(M1 Solomon) pointcd out that the times in South Auvstralia
were such that working men who were formerly in seceipt of
large wages would be unable to meet the cost of hiving, and
that the revenue, so far as the Customs were concerned and
evenn the case of the land sales, would fill considerably
short 1n cousequence Ion members were awaie that the
quaiter between December and Mirch was the busiest,
and that the la.gest consumption, espeeially 1 igmds took
place during 1t {he firgt article he found 10 the Customs
ictuins for that quarter was beer which was lirgely con-
sumed by the working classes The beei consumed in the
previous quarter pul 2,4380 1n duties, wilst that for the
quarter ending the 31st March yielded but 1280f,
leaving a defictney of 1,148/, or a faling ofi of
50 per cent, notwithstinding that the quuter ending
March was the best of tae yeat,” How the hon the'lrecasurer
could reconcile this state of aflairs with lus estimate
of lastsession he (Mr Solomon) could not understand But this
was not the only aiticle which showed a deficiency Tobacco,
which was Jlargely consunied by the working classes, showed
a falling off of 25 per cent on the totul revenue derwed fiom
1t 1 the last quaiter of 1857 There were various other
articles, such as clothing and boots and shoes, which exhi-
bited a falling off, though he (Mr Solomon) admntted that
in two items which had tor a long time been scdrce in
the market, there was a laige 1Increase These
articles weie ter and sugar On  them the mcreise
was very large and maiked, but 1t aiose not
fiora their consumiption 1ncieasing, but from articles
wh ch had been so loug scarce coming 1 1n large quantities,
and the consequent necegsity for 1etul dealers making up
their stocks  Sngar, which only produced 1,407¢ 1n the last
quarter of 1858 produced 1,802/ 1n the first guarter of 1859 ,
and tea, which i the list quarter ot 1858 broughtin 1,336/,
produced 1n the first quarter of 1859, 2 537/, Leing anh increase
of 1201/ Atthis ratio thete was no doubt that the Lrea-
surer would realise the present estimated revenue from the
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Customs, Lut hon members could see, a8 ha{Mr Solomon)
said Jast session, that it was utterly ampossible without the
occut.ence of events which could not possibly be toresecn,
that the revenue sct down trom the Customs conld be maimn-
tatned  Ihcre were not the raeans i the colony  If
men could not get more than 43 o1 53 per day who pre-
viously received 9s and 17, they could not aitord to pay the
heivy duties sct down The House was told in His.Excel-
leney's speech of great reductions in the police department,
but 1t only ~mounted to tins, that 1f the part of the police
torce was taken off, the people would either have to take the
cost on their own shouldcrs or remain without protection
Very laige reductions weire ) eccssary 1n the deputments and
he (Mr Soiomon) did not considal 1t the dutv of the Iouse
to point out where these reductions should be made It was
the duty of the Government who were paid for doing
it If  the Government thought they were unable
to make recductions let them say 80, and then 1t
would be the duty of the House to put men in the Admim-
st11tion who weie able and willing to effect retrenchments
(** Hear, hear,” from the Government benches) He be-
Leved thit the test of the wellate and prospenty of a
country was the amont of 1ts consumption The excess
of population in 1858 as compaared with 1837, w18 ¢ 909, and
taking the population at 120,000, this gave an increase of
5 per cent  Yet, the Customs’ returns for 1857 tvere
152,0000 , and thoseof 1858 153,000/ —1,000{, or an 1nciease of
about 3 per cent 1n the revenue for 1w 1inerewse of 5 per
cent 1n the population [Fhese facts showed whether
the people were as well able m 1853, or Iikely to be
as well able 1n 1859, to spend as wuch money
as they used to spend previously  Retrenchment was
necessiry, and for tins the House should look to the Govern-
ment, and fiom them to the heads of depaitments lhe
present expenditure was fiightfal, and he could not see
whete 1t would end, or whether the time might not come
when the countiy would be unable to meet even the intersst
on its loans

Ihe 'RILASURER said the hon member for the Sturt had
commenced h.s attack on the Estimates, by referring to
the Estimates Comuuttee stating that the present Chief Se-
cretary should hase come forw ard with the reforms suggested
m theseport of that Committee  But the Governwment ot
that-day had carued out most of the suggestions of the Com-
mrttee and it was, theirefore, unnecessary to do <o now ‘lhe
Estimates at the tune referred to weie revised, 1n accordance
with the report The hon member also sad that when men
weie a position to propuse very large reforms, having
ottained ofhce, they forgot the promises which they
had made at previous times There Wwas great
trath 1n the remaih, and, no doubt, 1f the hon member
ever came nto office, he would find 1t 1mpossible to
cairy vut the views which he held 1n opposition  (Laughter)
The Government had been unable to ieduce the hati-
mat 8 with a due rezaid to the efliciency of the depart-
ments It was for the House to mike reductions and
he hoped they would not make them rashly Notwith-
standing the statement of the hon member, the Govern-
ment were satisfied with the assmances of heads of de-
partments, the members of the dumstry had gone
through the departments with a view to mke
1eductions [he hon  member for the Sturt ioust
be aware that there were constant demands made
upon the Munistiy for 1ncteases of the Estimates and sala-
ries, but the Goiveinment had evaded these demands, as
far as possible, and tuined a deaf eat 1n 21l but two instances,
which he would mention when the 1tems were tinder discus-
sion to clams for incieased pay lhe hon member pro-
ceeded at som. length to enumerate 1 detail the increase
which haa been made mm deputments brieflvexplaiming the
reasons for such increase  Lhe expenditure oniailways ae
feried to by the hon member for the Sturt, was rendered
necessuy by the mmcieasiny trathe conscguent on the exten-
sion of 1'miways into the intetior  IThe hon nember (Mr
Reynolds) was very particular 1in reference to the silver lace
of the police offt ers, but the Goveinment did not ask the
Bouse to pay for that lace, and he (the [reasure:)
could not see why the hon member should, under
these circumstances, attack persons who were not
present to defend themsehves  If the police officers chose to
deck themsclves with sifver lace at then own expense, why
should they not do so, as the hon member deched himeclf
with a black coat? The hon meraber night think there
were too mny office s, but when explanations were asked
fo1, 1n the detils ot the Estimates, the House could decide
that pomnt 1he hon member, Mi Sulomon, pietenned
refernng to the past, and attached him (the Treasurer) on
the kstimates of last year  He did not consider it necessary
to 1o 1nto any explanations on this point except i 1 general
way The hon member said he (the Tieasurer) expected a

dciciency of 100000 1 the Customs revenue, but what
he (the Tieasurer) said was that the utmost defi-
ciency which could occar would not exceed 7,0004

I'ne "hon member tookh great credit for hiving been
30 clever a finanuier (A laugh ) He hoped that whenevel
the hon memba was in the position that he spoke ot Inus
Estimates would bear minute criticisin - But the hon mem-
ber must adnnt that he made a great mmstakce in the land
sales, for there was no doubt that they would 1eahze 6,000f
more than the cstimate 71he hon member might rely that
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if he was 1a the position to frame Estimates, he would have
to rely principally on his totals of Ways and Means heing
cotrect, for he would flnd 1t very difficalt to be accmate m
matters of detail On the whole, the Estimates of the
Government for the piesent year would be amply realised
In reply to the hon member's remark that the estunated
Ways and Means for 1860 will not be borne out, he
(the 'Ireasurer) could only refer to the statements which
he made 1 lus financal statemest Even wm the Customs,
which the hon member had taken under his piotection, the
150 000/ would be realised 1f there were no alteration 1o the
tariff lhe Ilstimates had been framed upon a careful con-
aideration of differeat penods, and he (the Tieasurer) be-
Heved that durmg the twelve months commencing from June
next, trade would increase, that the productive interests of
the country would improve, and that in consequence the re-
ceipts of the Customs would be equal to those of former
years The ncreaseson the Estimates whichseemed so large
were cccisioned, not by enlarged salartes to oflicers, but
because many depaitments, such as the Destitute Board, the
Education Boaid, the Medical Estimates, and others must
necessarily, not mei ely with the increase of population, but
also with that of destitution and the physical circumstances
attendant on 1 time of scarcity ansin * froma deficient har-
vest, require that they should be mecreased Hewould now
move the firat 1tem

Mr DUFFIELD was much disappointed at being unable
to discover the ieductions promised in s Exceilency’s
opemng speech  The hon membter also pomnted out some
discrepancies which he concerved exasted between the returns
furmished by heads of departments and the sums
appearing oent the Estimates He complamed of the
duty of 5 per cent levied upon corm bags, whilst ore
bags and wool-packs were permitted to go free The whole
of {he swplus arose fiom the large sales of Crown Lands,
but for which there would be a deficiency, but he held that
sellmg the Crown Lands was only selling the estate of the
colony and that they should not be sold for any other pur-
pose than the making of internal improvements Retrench-
ment to the utmost possible extent was absolutely es ential

Mr STRANGWAYS said there was another itemn refe
rence to which the Government might have some little Aif
ficulty although the Attorney-General relied upon 1t He
recollected not long sicereading a letter from the Attorney-
General to a gentleman 1n the North,1n which the Attorney-
General stated 1t was hisopinion that lands comprised with-
n any lease were not waste lands of the Crown It was true
that the hon gentleman might say that was the meamng
under one Act, but that under another the same words con-
veyed a meanmg totally diferent  Supposiug that lands
comprised within a lease were not waste lands of the Crown,
there would be a lfficulty 1n realismg the 29,000/
put  down for the assessment on stock, because
that was payable on lands comprised 1n leases If not there
was 10 assessment payable Again, 1t was provuled 1n the
Act that the squatters should pay the assessment hereinafter
provided , but there was none, the assessment being only
payable where the squatter surrendercd his lease in accord-
ance with the Assessment on Stock Act, and took a new
lease 1f these views were correct 1t was clear there was no
assessment payable With regard to the police he considered
that the Government had adopted an entirely wrong course
The course which 1t appeated they mtended to adapt was
merely to keep a small portion of police under the authority
of the Commissioner of Police, and enable the Manicipal
Corporations and District Councils to appoint constables
wheie they thought necegsarty He would not gine Mumear-
palities and Digtrict Councils any digeretion, considering that
1t was a question for that House to decide what amount of
police protection was necessary It was guite as necessary
that they should do s0 now as last year What would be the
effect, for instance, in this aity > It would of course give the
Corporation the power of appointing constables Thete were
several publicans 1n the Corporation, and if that body were
to have the appontment of the constabulary 1t
was quite  clear that nformations which ~ had
hiherto been lud agast publicans for  breaches
of the Licensing Act would cease, for 1t was
not probable that constables would lay imformations aganst
their masters  He should, however go more tully into the
Bill when 1t was on the table of the House There was no
dufficulty in taking a sheet ot paper and reduciag the Esti-
mates t0 a pretty considerable extent, but whether they
would be enabled to get those departments 1n working order
after the reductions had been effected, was another thing
He questioned 1f any of the departments could be greatly
reduced  In refeience to telegraphs, he believed the estimate
for that department would increase annually , 1f the business
wncreased as 1t bad, 1t was quite clear that i two or three
years the stiength of the depaitment muast be doubled or
trebled  That however, was one of the last establishments
to which the House should object, because 1t brought in an
annual return, which very few of the others did  If any
person but the Secretary to the Railway Commissioners
made out the radway accounts he believed that mnstead of
the railwayg of the colony shewing a profit, they would
shew a consider wble loss  The lreasurer appeared fo forget
that he came to that House ann ially for laige sums for rail-
ways, to be expended by the Commuissioners on matters
which, were they directors of a ralway in England,
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they would have to expend fiom the earn-
mgs of the raiuway By charging these amounts to
the general revenue a better account was made out for the
rallways It the Commissoners were abolished and tha
railways were under the Commusaioner of Public Works, jn;
stead of the accounts being muddled, the House would have
annually a proper debtor and creditor 1ccount of all railways
1 the colony, such an account as the dncctors of 4 rallway
company 1n England were obliged to have printed and dis-
tributed amongst the shareholders The hon member for
the city had refered to the 1items under the head of Customs,
and 1t would be remembered the hon member had done so
last year, predicting that the anticipated revenue would not
be realized , but he believed that the revenue which was an-
ticipated was actually realized, and that the same thing
would occur with the revenue anticipated by the present
Estimates The hon member had also said that the cony
sumption of a colony was the best sign of 1ts prospenty,
but he could not understand that doctrine, except upon the

1inciple that a good appetite was a sign of good health
1e 1eserved to himself the right of objecting to any items
when they came before the House 1n detail, and should ccr-
tainly object to the proposition of the Government 1n 1cfe-
rence to the police force, believing that 1t would prove highly
prejudicial  He should also object to many 1items for public
works and there was one item m connection with the Post-
Office, he alluded to the Money Order Office which he should
certainly endeavor to sweep away, 1t having apparently only
been established to provide for an ex- Wateiworks Commis-
sioner

Mr NEALES said that when the Estimates were brought
forward last year he took the eailiest opportunity of entering
his protest against treating the amount derived from the sale
of public lands as common revenue He trasted the House
would nsist upon a distinct and separate account If
a lot ot land were sold, and they got a good road
nstead, he could understand that they got a useful
article 1n exchange, but when the accounts were muddled
up, and land sales were treated as general revenue, 1t
was not fair He had entered lus protest aganst such
a sgystemn every year ‘They would never get a fawr .nd
proper statcment of Ways and Means so long as they
alluwed the proceeds of land stles to be mixed up as revenue
He had no objection to the amount being expended in lar
and legitimate 1mprovements , but what he wanted to sce
was o fair return—a separate and distinet account

M PRAKE had, with many others, rejoiced when His
bcellency, i Ins opeming address, stated that so largea
saving upon pievious Estimates would be effccted, but he
had looked 1n vain for that saving, and had been unable to
discover 1t He did not think that the Treasurei could point
out where that saving had been cffected  Heagreed with the
hon member who had sat down that i1tawvas wiong to treat
as revenue of the country—as general 1evenuc—the waste
lands which were, 1 fact, the capital of the country, yet they
were using them as income When the colony was founded an
engagement was made that eveiy man who paid £1 an acre
for land, should have 29 much labor and road accommodation
asg the capital so expended would give him  That was the
proposition wwhich had beenlaid down, and he would say that
1t had been very fairly acted on 1n this countr There was
a clear undertaking to the purchaser of land that he should
have labor to cultivate that Jand, and roids to bring his pro-
duce to market Not long since 1t had been said that immi-
grants were brought heie by money taken from the pockets
of the people but that was a fallacy , they were biought out
by those who became the purchasers of lands heretofore
valueless He believed that the hon the 1reasurerin his
estunate of 1ncome was on the 11ght side  The receipts from
a variety of sources were estimated at £258,000, but he would
rereark that he called the assessment on stock a 1evenue
denived from waste lands of the Crown He did 8o 1n order
to afford the Treasurer an opportumty of g ving hm better
information  He called that £29 000 a revenue from waste
lands, because when that land was sold they would cease to

et that revenue  He also treated the amount under the

ead of railways, as revenue derived fiom waste
lands of the Crowh, because 1t was denved
fiom expenditure taken _from the waste lands
of the  Crown The Ticasurer estimated  the

whole income at 468 000, and there was a surplus then lett
for cstablishments of 209,600, but the hon gentleman pro-
posed to expend on establishments and luxuiies 27 000!
more than he should after deducting those items to which he
(Mr Peake) had alluded as being derived fiom the waste
lands of the Crown The House should look sharply to what
was being done with the revenue from waste lauds, as he
was 2fraid they were gradually eating 1nto an amount which
should be applied to the ntroduction of labor and the con-
siruction of 1oads He would not go further mto the
matter, but would leave 1t to the Treasurer to confute his
statements 1f he could He should have a few remarksto
offer 1n referenee to vaious estabhishments when gomng
through them in detuil Last sessiom he had been most
anxious to pue down the totals, and found that the Govern-
ment had commenced acting upon the views expressed by
the House in refeience to police He was not exactly aware
of what ptan was proposed, but be presumed 1t would be to
distribute the expenditure 1 conformity with views which
had been expiessed by the House  There was one
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piece of extravagance, howeser, to which he must
allude, and he thought the MHouse would agree with
him that it was extravagance—he alluded to keep-
mg up two regstration departments He found the
swn of 6,218 11s put down for registration, but he be-
lieved that one of those departments was not required at all,
and that conscquently the sum of 1 883/ could be struck off
altogether He hoped that the House would take a stern
view of this question, and refuse to vote for two offices, or
two sets of oflicers If hon members were 1n earnest in cut-
ting dowh unnecessary expenditure, here at least was one
itern Lhere wele gsome other hittle luxuries disposed over the
estimates, which he should feel 1t his duty to refer to when
before the House In couclusion, he hoped the [heasurer
would be enabled to give a satisfactory account of the apph-
cation of the land fund, and that the House would not desert
the prineiples upon which the colony had been founded

The COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS said there
were some remarks in the speech of the hon member for the
Buira which pleased i much, and wauld tend to dispel the

opular delusion that immigrants were paid for by taxes
imposed upon the people hen they considered the large
sums which were deitved from the sale of waste lands, he
was sure they would agree with him thatit would be suietdal
policy, indeed, not to devote a portion to making additionsto
the é}opuldtlon by which alone the position of the colony
could be improved With regaid to the fine distinctions
drawn by the hon member for FEncounter Bay, he
confessed he could not see any ground for joining
m the fear that the =assessment on stock
would not be paid  On the contrary, he beheved that the
leaseholders would wilhingly pay and the large number of
old leases which had already reached the Surveyor-General s
office was a proof that the measure was acceptable, and that
there would be no objection to pay on the part of the stock-
holders  lhe hon the lreasurer had ﬁone sn fully into the
Lstimates, and had so well explained them, that it would be
a work of supererogation for him to touch upon them He
was convinced that, when in detail, the Treasurer would be
enabled to show the House there were very stron&}grounds
for supporting the Kstimates The estimated ays and
Means fiom the land sales had been put at a very low figure,
and he had every confidence that the estimate would be fully
realized I'rom the experience of past years the Government
had every reason to state with confidence that the estimate
ot the land sales, which had been carefully considered, would
be fully realized. He would take thal opportunity of reply-
g to an observation which had fallen from the hon member
for East [orrens, in which the hon member threw out the
1dea that the wav i which land sales were regulated by the
Swiveyor-General would have the effect of picking the eyes
out of the country He scarcely thought that re-
mark could have been secriously made, for the
Surveyor-General, who was a gentleman of well
known ntegrity, possessed the thorough confidence
of the Government and the public It needed few words
from him to assure the House that the way in which the
Surveyor Genetal regulated the land sales was on the fatrest
possible prinaiple, certainly on no auch erroneous principle
as that alluded to by the hon member for East Torrens
Lands were selected with the utmost care as to their quality
and situation He might mention,--being nosv enabled to
give a correct return -that duiing 1857 and 1858 the quantity
of land resumed from leased runs sold within Hundreds was
60,323 acres, reahsing 73,688/, and in the same period the
land sold without Hundreds was 46 666 acres, realising
54,314/ net The amount allowed tor nnprovements being
14,000/

Upon the motion of Mr MILDRED, the House resumed.
the Chanman reported progress, and obtained leave to sit
again on the following day

STOCKPORT

On the motion of Mr McELLISTER the petition pre-
sented by ham from the residents of Stockport, in reference
to the continuance of a post-othce m that locality, was ordered
to be printed

HINDMARSH

On the mot on of Mr COLE the petition recently presented
by, hum_from the inhabitants of Hindmarsh, relitive to
the establishment of a Local Court-House in that locabty,
was ordered to be printed The hon member remarhed that
tor want of such accommodation depredations were com-
mutted with impumty, and parties subnitted to many losses
m consequence of having no means of enforcing therr claime
upon the spot

SIRATHALBYN

On the motion of Mr ROGLRS, the petition recently
presented by hum from the inhabitants of Strathalbyn Kon-
doparinga, DBremer, Macclesfield, and Alexandiina, 1n
reference to the construction of a tiamway, was ordered to
be punted 1he hon member remarhed that the petition
was signed by 970 persons, and that upwards of 100 others
had eapressed a desire to attach their signatures

I'he House adjourned at five mmutes pagst 5 o'clock €l I
o'clock on the following day
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Fripay, May 27
1he SPEAKER took the Chair at five minutes past 1 o'clock
PRIVILEGE

Mr GLYDE brought under the notice of the House a
question ot Pnivilege. He observed in one of the moining
papetrs the abstract of a Bill which had not yet been lad
upon the table of the House and he wished to know by
whose authority the information to the paper in question
had been furnished

lhe ATTORNEY-GENERAL said he had placed the Bill
m question on the table on the previous day, and that
1t was then read a firet time and ordered to be printed

The SPEAKER confirmed the statement of the Attorney-
General, and added that “even were 1t not so there ws
nothing to prevent the party who drew a Bill from showing
1t before 1t was laid upon the table of that Houge

MR. S P MANSFIELD

Mr BARROW presented the petation fiom Mr Mansfleld,
which had been presented on the previous day, but which
had been wrthdrawn in consequence of not being signed

1he petition was received

MR JAMES HARRISON

Mr BARROW prescnted a petition from Mr James Har-
rison, of Geelonfg, ashing for leave to 1mtroduce a Bill to
sccure a palent for an mvention for making ice and piroduc-
ing artifical cold

The petition was received

THE UNEMPLOYED

Mr OWEN presented a petition from 281 working men
praying the House to urge on public works, for the purpose
of affording employment to the working classes

RLIURNS
The COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS laid on the
table 1etuins showing the receipts and cxpendi ure of the
Harbor lrust, the receipts and expendituie 1n connection
with railways for 1858, and the first quarter of 18593 returns
showing the goods supplied to various Government depait-
ments by Messrs Blyth Brothers

I1HE DESFIIUTE BOARD
The ATTORNEY-GENERAT laid on the table correspond -

ence moved for by the hon member for the Burra, between
the Goverument and the Destitute Board

THE REAL PROPERIY ACI

Mr OWLEN moved—

*That a return belaid on the table of this Housz2showing —

1 I'lle number of transactions registered 1o each week
since the passing of the ‘ Amended Real Pioperty Act’
lioth 1 theold aud new Registration Offices, viz , the General
Registry Office of Deeds and the Lands [itles Registration
Office respectively

« 11 Distingmishing sales (and whether by Government or
private persons), mortgages, leases, and trusts of settle-
ments, also, the aggregate ol consideration passed under £350
£100, £200, and upwaxﬁs respectively **

“11 Lhe weekly aggregate amount of fees received 1 each
office for transactions under £50, £100, and £200, respec-
tivey

o 1{" The number of working hands 1n each office, and the
amount of salaries paid to them ™

‘“y As also the aggregate amounts paid from each
office into the lreasury, aad to the Lands Iitles Commis-
pioners respectively ™

Mr STRANGWAYS brought forward his contingeny
notice of motion for vanous other returns connected with the
department

th motions were carried
THE INNER BAR

Mr PLCAKE put the question of which he had given
notice —

 1hat he will ask the Hon the Commussioner of Public
Works (Mr Blyth) 1f any steps are about to be taken for
breaking up the mner bar, which at present obstructs the
entrance to Port Adelaide?™

The COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS had tele-

raphed for a reply, but 1 ot haviug iecetved the full particu
ﬁtrs, would be prepared to answer the question on the follow-
mg fucsday

SALARIES OF PUBLIC OFFICERS.

Mr REYNOLDS moved—

* I'hat in the opinwon of thus Uouse, the salaries of all
officers and persons employed 1n the service of the various
Boards under the control of the Hon the Commssioner of
Public Works and the Hon the [reasuier, should appear on
the Estimates aud be voted annually by this House ™

Mr FOVWNSLND seconded the motion

l1he t RLEASURER pointed out that there were no Boards
under the control of the Tieasurer Probably the hon
member thought the I'rinity Boaid was, but that Board was
1endered mdependent of the Government by Act of Parha-
ment lhe only control tie lreasurer had was to corres-
pond- that s, he was made the means of communication be-
tween that Board and the Government
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The COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS pointed
out that 1t would be inconventent to place the salaries n
counectivn with one Board on the Lstimates, inasinuch as
there would ag)ear an expenditure without any coriespond-
ANg 1ncome e alluded to the Haibor Trust

Mr SIRANGWAYS suggested an alteration in the mo-
tion, which should thcn have hus support , 1t would then 1ead
* the salaries of all officers

Mr REYNOLDS had no objection to the alteration, and
remurked that 1t was well known the officers under the
Harboi Dej artment tormerly appeared upon the Estimates
They were struck oft last year, but he considered they ought
to be put on agan

1he raotion as amended was carred

THE EMIGRATICN AGLNT

Mr OWEN moved—~

*That there be laid on the table of thus House a copy of all
mnstructions transmitted from the Commussioner of Crown
Lands and Impugiation to the Eingrition Agent in Eung-
land, from July, 1858, to date >’

Fhe COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS stated
that the Council papers of last session, and tho<e which had
been laid on the table during the present session, would, he
behieved, afford all the required wformation, butif they did
not he would take care that what was wanting was supphed

Mr OWLN withdrew the motion

THE BOTANIC GARDENS

Mr OWEN put the question of which he hal given notice
—*That he will ask the Honorable the Commissioner of
Public Works (Mr Blyth), why a poition of the Botanic
Qarden 18 marked out for enclosure, and by whose autho-
rnt{, and for what purpose, such ground is to be enclosed ™

he COVIMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS said the
land had been enclosed for the puipose of extending the
Lunatic Asylum, for which money was voted last year. At
present there was not sufficient accommodation for the
female patients, and the Asylum could not be extended in
any othcr direction than that proposed, but the Botamc
Gardens could lhe ground was bemng enclosed by the
authonty of the Lxecative, but no moie would be resumed
than was absolutely necesary

THE NATIONAL BANK

Mr MILNE moved—

* 1hat the btanding Orders 1n reference to Private Iills be
suspended, to enable Tum to take the necessary steps tontro-
duce * A Billintituled an Act to regulate and provide for the
management of the South Australian Branch of the
National Bank of Australasia, and for other puiposes *
The hon member stated that the geutleman who drew the
Bull unfortunately consulted the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Council, mstead of the House of Agsembly, and
consequently the necessary notices had not been given

The moti0n was assented to

THL LXPLORING EXPLDITION

Mr STRANGWAYS moved—

** 1hat this House 1s dissatisfied with the conduct of the
Governwent in regard to the late Exploring kxpedition
The Attorney-General, 10 2 debate which took place on 15th
September last, had stated that the Government 1s a whole
were responsible for the acts of any mewmber of the Govern-
ment, and for that reason he had directed censure to the
Government instead of to the Commussioner of Crown
Lands If the Government, on becoming acquainted with the
conduct of the Commissioner of Crown Lands, had said that
they disapproved of 1t, and called upon him to resign, then
there would have been no censute upon the Government as
a whole, but as the Government permitted him to remain 1n
the Ministry, be could only construe 1t into an approval of
the conduct of their colleague I1he House were aware
that Mr Babbage was appointed commander of
the expedition, but was  subsiquently recalled,
and then presented a petiion to that Ifouse,
praying for an enquuy nto the cucumstances con-
nected with hig recal A Committee was appointed, and a
large amuant of evidence taken  Lhe report of the Comimt-
tec was ready to be brought up on thelast day of last session,
but 1n consequence of the extreme punctuality of His Excel-
lency the Governor i proroguing Parhament, no oppo:-
tuniry was afforded ot presenting the report ¢ was not
Erescnt on the occasion, but there were many who did not

csitate to blame the Government for the course which was
adopted by His Excellency on that occasion I'he first charze
which be preferred against the Commussioner of Crown
Lands was, that he exercised no contiol wbatever over the
expenditure of the money voted for the expedition The next
was that the Commussioner of Crown Lnds had tireated Mr
Babbage in 2 most improper manner , for, at the latter part
of July Dear Dutton wrote to Dear Babbage, telling hira not
to be annoyed at any complunts relative to the small pro-
gress he was makug, as the Governnent fully appreciated
his efforts  but six weeks afterwaids, when the Commus-
sionet of Crown Lands could not have beeun 1n possession of
any further information in 1eference to M: Babbage s pro-
ceedings, he wrotc to Mr Babbage on 9th September strongly
censuring that gentleman’s proccedings  lhere was another
puint that he must allude to, and that was, that whea the
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despatch which had been forwarded fo Mr Babbage was
called for, the Commisstoner of Crown Lands did not lay that
despatch upon the table, but substifuted another lhe sun
originally voted for the expedition was 2,000, but there was
an intimation that any reasonable expenditure in excess
would be saunctioned  The total expenditure had been
55520 148 3d, of which 4,4254 153 2d had been expended
under Mr Babbage's control, 8027 0s 8d under Mr
Gregory's, and 250 183 5d uudur Major Warburton 8,
including a  gratuity of 1000 to thit gentleman It
appeared from the enidenco of the Commissioners of Crown
Lands that a carte blanche was given to Mr Babbage 1n re-
ference to expenditure, and that not the shghtest contiol was
exercised bv the Commussioner of Crown Lands [hose who
had 1cad the evidence could arrive at no other conclusion
than that a large portion of the things purchased by Mr
Babbage were rubbish and weie thoight to be so befoie
he started The Commuissioner of Crown Lands could readily
have obtained the evidence of competent bushmen
who would have informed him that the principal portion of
the outfit of M1 Babbage was utterly useless, but there could
be no doudbt® that the Commussioner of Crown Lands had
grossly neglected his duty, and that the money had becn
g1ossly squandered |he hon member alluded to various por-
tions of the evidence which had been taken before the Com-
mitlee, and concluled by reiterating the charges agaist the
Commussioner of Crown [ands, that he had exercised no
control over the exptnditure of the funds, that he had
treated Mr Babbagein a most improper manner, and thit
when ordered to produce a certain despatch forwarded to Mr
Babbage the Commuissioner of Crown Lands had uot done so,
but had substituted another

Mr PEAKLL seconded the motion

Dr WARK could not exonerute the Government from
blame 1n causing the Parliament to be piorogued so lastily
last seasion, that the report of the Commuttee could not be
presented to the House. He believed that the tnstiuctions to
Mr Babbage might be wterpreted as that gentleman had mn-
terpreted them, but he was not there to detend Mr Babbage,
or to say that he was the best person who could have becn
selected to take the command of the expedition

The COMMISSIONLR OF CROWN LANDS presumed
#hat the Oppositiou had agreed upon the terms of theindict-
ment against the Government, and that the charges which
had been brought forward by the hon mover were those to
which the Government were ¢xpected to reply In reference
to the remarks of the hon mover 1elative to the reasons
which had induced him to table this motion against the Go-
vernment, mnstead of against the Commssioner of Crown
Lands, 1n whose department the c\pedition was organized,
he would say at once, that he had no wish to implicate his
hon co leagites, and was perfectly ready 1n his individual
peison to *ake the whole respounsibility, and should have no
objection whatever to the motion, mstead of bemng directed
against the Goveinment, beng directed against the Com-
miss oner of Crown Lands, leaving the House to de-
cide upon his conduct 10 the matter He regre'ted that any
allusion should have been made to the occuirence of the last
day of last session, beciuse a'lusion could not be made with-
out referring to another person, whomn it was not customaly
to mention in that House, His Excellency the Governor
With regard o expenditure, he would remark 1t was fully
understood when the 2,000{ were voted that it would not be
sufficient butt was 1mpossible to say what the actual ex-
penditure would be, as circumstances aud e nergcncies would
necessary arise 1n_the progress of the expedition which
would necessitate a further expendituie  {he appointment
of Mr Babbage, at the time, he believed met
with general approval, not only 1 that House,
but out of doors, and 1t was necessary that the gieitest con-
fidence should be placed by the Government 1n the leader of
such an expedition, upon whom the responsility of carrying
out the detuls devolved It would have been in the highest
degree mnjudicious for the Government to interfere, and say
that this thing was unnecessary, or that that would be
better The natural consequence of contiolling the leader
would have been, that 1f the expedition had been 4 failure, the
leader would have said that tlus was to be attributed to
the Gos ernment not having perinitted hun to oiganise his
party as he deemed necessary, and consequently that he had
not done what he would if he had bad a carte blancke No
doubt the expenditure had been heavy, but the House should
remember that they were now judgmg of that expenditure by
the experience they had subsequently obtained by other ex-
plorations and 1t wasunfair to blame Mc Babbage for thase
details with which he hampered imself, or to blame the Go-
vernment for allowing hum to do so No doubt such an ex-
Ecdmon would be very differently fitted out now that they

new 8o much better than they did how 1t should be
oganised , but knowing the sterde and dry naturc of the
countiy, Mr Babbage was justified in taking wany apphances
which “perhaps, he would have been better without Ihe
hon member for Encounter Bay had accused him of im-
proper conduct towards Mr Babbage, and in support of that
charge, referred to a private letter sent to Mr Babbage
in July, m which he (the Commissioner of Crown Lands)
stated,” that the Government appreciated the conduct
of Mr Babbage He would take that opportumity of pro-
testing, in the'strongest terms, against private letters being
used as a precedent (n future ime  (Hear, hear) Members
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of the Commuittee were perfectly well aware of the circum-
stances under which private letters, written by him to Mr
Babbige, were produced  Mr Babbage tendered a written
statcinent, 1 which he introduced certain extiacts from a
})Jnvdte letter and when he (the Commissioner of Ciown

ands) found that Mr Babbage had shown this letter, not to
one or two, but probably one ot two dosen persons, and that
M1 Babbige s statunent wis very much founded upon the
extract to which he had 1lluded, he thought it only right that
the Committee should have the oppottunity of pelusing the
whole coirespondence, and 1t was at his request that the
pitvate letter was laid before the Commuttee Witniegud
to this letter of July, b certainly could not sce i it any-
thing inconsistent with the letter written six weels aiter-
waids m September  {Lhe letter of July showed throughout
hus extieme anxiety to give Ma Bibbage every ficility and
encouwagement o longas Mr Babbage was exerting him-
sclf in explorm% country not hnown, he teceived every sup-
port, both fiom hum and the Government, notwithstanding
the great opposition out of doors Between July and Sep-
tember the Groveinment becamne aware that M1 Babbage had
deviated trom the plain reading of his mstiuctions, and had
digorgamized the expcdition, by delaying at Port Augusta,
at a cntical peitod, when not a’ day nor an hour
was to be lost Thus he contended the letter of Sep-
tember  was not at all inconsistent with the fuiendly
Ietter of July The thud charge was that when requested
to lay a certain despatch before Pailiament, he had not done
80, but had substituted arother That, however, wounld be
easily expluincd, on teference to the minutes of evidence of
the Committee He (the Commissioner of Ciown Lands)
had misundastood a poition of one of Mr Babbage's
despatches, and upon discovering his mistake, a letter was
written to Mr Babbage requesting him to consider certun
wotds erased from a despatch wiuch had been previously
addresscd to hum  Many ot Mt Babbige s despatciies were
exceedingly ditficult to read, bung tull of coircctions,
amendmenis, and interlineations, and beiny frequently soiled,
1t was difficult to read portions A paiticular pissage was
supposed to convey 1 certun meaning which was not borue
out by subsequent perugal, and the cailiest opportunity was
consequently tihen to correct the remarks wiich had been
made undel an erroneous 1mpiession  No doubt from the
pont Mc Babbase stiuck Lake Gairdner, his course would
have been tofollow the north shore as fir as he could He
bad attended the Comimttee, and had carefully 1ead the
evidence, but could not see any r¢izonable grougd why Mr
Babbage, instead of makmmg lus way back to his own ¢ump,
had deviated from his conrae, going to the south to 1 known
country, ttwelhng down ashore which hid been alierly
sarveycd The evidence showed that Vi Babbaze could bave
returned to the camp by the same route by which he started,
and bad he done so, the resnlt would have been that he
would have fallen 1w with Mr Gregory, and the whole
expedition would have gone on well, but having missed
the oppoitunity of making Mr Giegory's acquaintince,
the whole expehition was disoiganiscd and cireumstances
led to the recatl of My Babbage Lhe expedition had
certainly cost a good deal of money, but so far as the
colony was cunceined, he dil not beheve 1t had been
wasted, Mr Stuuts discoveries hiving been mcidental
to the expedition, as, 1f Mr Stuut had not had the
caitainty of faling back upon a well offanised ex-
pedition, 1t was  quite possible he would not have
gone out upon the exped tion which he did Che
country had also obtained vay considerible mtormation
by the expedition  He had never had the shghtest ill-fceling
towads Mr Babbage, nor had he said an unkind word to
lhim No doubt Mr Babbages disappomntment was very
great, and to that extent he sympithized with hun, but
after having maturely considered the circumstinces he was
satistied that he had done nothing butAvhat was night what-
ever might be the consequences to mmsclf  He believed the
recallt of Mr DBabbage was geneially approved ot by the
coun ry

Mr GLYDE said the result of the eaxpedition was most
unsitisfactory, and he did not think any hub a member of
the Government could vote against the motion  He belicy ed
that the Government controlled the movements of IHis
Excellency i proroguing Pirhlament, though they, no doubt,
avould deny they had - If he wanted any reason for voting
for the motion thit would be sufficient

The COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS gave an
unqualified contiadiction to the statement of the last speaker

that theextieme punctahity of the Governor in proroguing
Parhamcnt was the result of the action ot the Goveinment
The report of the Committee was not injurious to the Goyern-
ment, ndindeed, as a stroag argument that 1t did not con-
tain any sting, the hon member for Encounter Bay had not
moved forit The fact Was that every mistake demanded a
Goveinment  victim (he Govetnment took all the
m¢ns they could to forward the expgdition, and he
believed they acted mightly in recalhug Mr Babbage
He was opposed to private letters and conversations
being dragged before the public, and had already placed his
views on record upon that point  The private letter referred
10 1 this case had been termed a semi-off<1al document, but
no document mu ked private could be termed scmi-official
The result ot the expedition was atter all he believel not so
unsatistactory, the country having derived considerable 1n-
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formation not only in reference to new country, but the
equipment necessary for exploration

Mt DUNN said at the time Y1 Bibbage was recalled, the
feeling of the House was distinctly in fivor of 1t Mr
Babhaz i hts opimon should have been guided solely by
ofiud documents forwarded to hun, he was sorry to see a
puvte letter made a haundle for 3 pwipise aver mtended
the only thung he hal been gu.lty of tn that douse that
he was ashamed of, was voting money for the expcdition,
knowingz that Mr Babbige wis to be the leader, becauss
tfrom a former expedition tn which Mr Babbige bad been
eng1ged he never thought hun calculated to go into the bush
to exploiea country

Mr NEALES wtended to move an amendment,~ * That
thie [Touse 1s dissitisfied with the Comnusst mer of Crown
Lands iy regard to the late exploring expedition, 18 disclos d
by the evidence before the Commuittee 148t session,
and other evidence before the House, and any further
persistence - supporting or defending such  conduct
by the Government will shake the confidence
ot thus House 1 the present Mimstiy’ He did
not think 1t fair to attach _the ¥limistry 13 a boly, atter the
Commusmoner of Crown Lands had expressed lus willing-
ness to take all the blame himself He did not at all agies
that 1t was the unuumous feeling of the [House that Mr
Babbage should be recalled  Lhe r-sults ot an unfortunate
expedition had fallen upon the head of that gentleman, who,
had he been successful, would hiwie been ciowned with
lautels at Winte's Rooms  Haid Mr Babbage been a few
weeks in advance of the Police Commissioner his energy
wonld have made valuable additions to tae discoveites of Mr
stuut  He was not disposed, however to blame the
Government as a whole, when one mewmber of (he Govern-
ment came frrward and said that he was the offender

Mt MILDRED seconded the amendment He oelieved
that the evidence before the Commttee clearly bote out that
grcat blame attiwched to the Comnuss oner of Crown Lands
for the unpetiect mstiuctiong which he gave Mr Babbage
He regietted thait piivate letters should be dragged before
the public, but, 18 a member of the Committee, he was
enabled to state that without the production ot the particulas
letter which had been reterred to, 1t would have been unpos-
siple to complete the investigation  He certainly had been
under the impression that there had been a little manceus re,
a talking agunst time, to prevent tae report of the Com-
mittee from bang birought up last session  lhe Com-
misstoner of Crown Lands having tiken the responsibility
upon himself, the censwie sbould fAll upon hun, unless the
Government generally were determined to suppott him, and
stand or fill by the resuit

The TRICASURER said qince the amendment nad been
put, and secing the tone which the debite was likely to take,
he roee for the putpose of pymting out the mnpropriety of the
course wluch had been suggested, that the Govinment
shoald abandon the Commissioner of Ciown Linds  So far
from the Government being dezunous to sheltur themselves
fiom the cffects of the vote of the 1louse, they telt that they
would deserve the censwie the wore 11 they permitted the
effe.ts to fill upon the Commissioner of Crown Lainds per-
sonally  Lhe Government woald hu e abandoned therr duty
if they had left the Commussioner of Crown Lands exclu-
aively to manage the detals of the cxpedition, but such an
interest did the Government feel 1n the question, that on ali
matters connected with 1t thev consited together He
believed that the Goveinment would have shewn a gieat
want of yudgment 1f they had not taken the couise which
they had What were the circumstances? A laige sum of
money was voted by that House for an explonng expedition
to the north wnd the Government wnmediately looked about
to select the most switable person to conduct that expedition
1hey had had experience the pievious year of the nesessity
of select'ng 2 suitable leader , one gentleman engaged 1n that
capacity having from want of encrgy, disappointed the ex-
pectitions of the Governmentand the public Mt Babbage
was sclected, being looked upon as a man who had no feu of
peril, and  who fiom s scientific  attuarments,
was calenlated to conduet such an expedition with suceess
He believed thatif the Government had selected any other
indev dual than Mr Babbage they would huve been blamed
The appomntment w1 1n accordance with the opmwon of that
House and the feehing ot t e public, and would 1t have been
good policy under such cncumstances for the Government
to mteifere with the lea ler of the expedition 1 the minor
detalls, and say * You shan’t have this hoise or you shall
tahe that cart?’ M ich of the obloquy which had been cast
upon M: Bibbige had wisen fiom the outfit which he took
with him  Many totlly differed with him as to the kind of
outfit, and some pionounced that which he did take as ridi-
culous, but if everv bushman tn South Australia had been
asked to head the expedition, and to make out a requisition,
each would have probibly -uggested a different style of
equipment 80 much depended upon the pecuiiar habits and
customs of the party at the head  As to undertaking explo-
rations by meins of packhorses, all the evidence wiach they
had, up to Mr Gregzory s explorition, was in faior of drays
Captatn Sturt was looked upon as one ot the great exploters
of the colony, and he explored with diays, indeed Sturt
went over a country which Mr Gregory told him (the
I'reasurer) he would never have ventured to exploie Mr
Babbage was ignorant of the nature ot the country he wus
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about to proceed to, and consequently he took
appliances for any description of countiy He admitted
however, that when Mr Babbage found the naturc of the
countty he should have altered the nature of his equipment ,
but then the Government had access to miformation which
M: Babbage hid not as to the very rapid nature of exploia-
tions with pack-horses  [hey had'the views of Mi Gregory
upon the subject, he having repoirted that the nature of the
countty through which Mr Babbage would have to pass was
sumilar to thit which he had passed through himselt, and the
Government then sent horses to AMi Babbage and advised
um to abandon his bewy equipage Instead, however, of
availling hamself of this additional dssistance, difficulties
arose, and here began the mistakes on the pait of Mr Bab-
bage, not ot the Government The Commi~sioner of Crown
Lands was perfectly justified m writing the private letter
which lad been alluded to  wishing to encourage Mr Bab-
bage to proceed 1 spite of the prejudices and rumours out
of doors  The Government believed there were gieater diffi-
culties 1n exploring to the north than the public ssemecd to
think, and theiefore the Commissioner ot Crown Iands
wrote a cheering letter to Mr Babbage, and that was made a
charge aganst the Commussioner of Crown Lauds Six
weeks afterw ards, when Mr Babbage s reports werereceived,
1t wag then scen that he had comuntted an enor of judg-
ment, for 1nstead of pushing on to ascertain what was before
him he kept pushing to thie east, the south, and the west
It would be seen that Mr Babbage, after getting instruc-
tions from the Commissioner ot Crown Lands, said 1n
wniting fromx Mount Remarkable ~*I shall take the 1espon-
sthility of proceeding 1n a different direction ’*  In-

stead” of pusting nto the interior, Mr  Babbage
remaized on the shore of the Lake, leaving Mhis
with  heavy appliances, n a difficult and

arty,
Fmpns\able country, mstcad of pushing on with a tight party
The Government however, did not 1ecal mmm at that pownt,
thinking that remonstrance ought have the eflect of inducing
him to go on, and the despatch of 10th September was then
sent to him desiring _hirn to proceed Mr Babbage, how-
cver, set this aside It was then seen he was erratic and
did not appreciate the object of the eapedition Iad he nct
been recalled he would have perilled the lives of the whole
party He was consequently recalled 1n as short a despatch
as possible In reference to the expenditure, 1t would
clearly have been wrong and ighly injudicious if the Govein-
ment or the Commuissioner of Crown Lands had entered 1nto
an argument with the leader of the expidition as to expendi-
ture It was not a question of saving 2 hundred peunds
here, or a hundred pounds theie, but whether anything was
left out which would 1mperl the success of the expedition
In reference to the production of private concspondence,
it would be found that 2Mr Babbige was the first
to bring forward the private letter of the Commuissioner
of Crown Lands as a means of eatricating himself,
and the Commssioner of Ciown Lands then requested, a
portion only having been quoted by Mr Babbage that the
whole should be Imid before the Committee He would treat
that private commurucationasa publicdespateh, and what did
1t 8say ? why 1t merely encoutaged Mr Babbage to persevere,
telling him not to mind prejudice and obloquy, but that the
Government would support him, so long ag they believcd
be was doing thebest for the public  No doubt Mr Babbage
thought that he was acting 1ightly all along, but he had
clearly shown that he was not fit for such an expedition
Na better proof could be adduced than that Major Waiburton
actually explored the country at a cost ot only 2507 Had
Mr Babbige proceeded as Major Warburton did, he would
have found the country which was disrovered by M yor
Warbuiton Ine object of appointing Mjor Warbuiton was
that he was known to be a man promptin action a good
bushman, aand being a gentleman of high stinding 1nd
position would know how to bebave to Mr Bibbago waen
be mect him, for it was ne.essmy to provide againstthe
refusal of Mi Babbage to come vwh  I'hecharge ot alteriug
a despitch was altogether preposteious, the simple
fact being that the Commussionet of Crown Lands
forwarded a despatch to Mr Babbage, founded upon
a mstaken reading of one of Mr Babbage’s reports,
and when the Commussioner of Ciown Lands dis-
covered his mstake he unmediitely foiwarded another
communication to Mr Babbage requesting that a portion of
his former dispatch might be erascd, 1t having been written
under an erroneous 1mpression  Lhe charges brought 1zaimst
the Commussioner of Crown Linds weie paltty and absurd
If hon members wishcd to temose fiom olfice the Comruis-
sionerot Ciown Lands, or the Goverrment witn whom he
acted, let them take up the whote question and say that the
Government had not acted yjudiciously and properly in the
matter Hedisclaimed the charge which had been madeagatnst
the Government, that thiey had mduced His Excellency sud-
denly to prorogue Parliument, for the purpose of preventing
the report of the Committee trom being brought up last
session, thouga the hon member, Mr Glyde, still s~id that
he believed the course pursued by H s Juxcellency was the
1esult of theaction of the Govuinment He had not the
slightest knowledge, nor did he believe had any of his col-
leagues, of His Excellency's coming any further than that
he was to attend at 1 o'clock -

Captain EART said he would have attached httle blame to
the Commussioner of Crown Lands had he pursued such a
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course towards Mr Babbage as his colleagues had taken
towards him  Mr Babbage should have been supported when
the popular feeling was against him, and the result would
then have been very different Hon members looking at the
wmatter without any piivate feehugs, must see that, at the
tine of his recall, Mr Babbage was in a guod country, where
he might pursue hig exploration duting the summer and
yet additional expense was actually incuried to bring him
back from this favorable position from which he might
hive effected sometiang valuable to the country Then look
at the position of ¥Major Wasburton, who stated that Mr
Babbaze was mhd 1n t1ying to penetrate to the North,and
who shortly afterwards came up with that gentleman just
where he washin a position to prosecute is jouwiney Yet Major
Watburton did not proceed with the exploration,
but ordered YIr Babbage to return at once to Port Augusta,
looking nerther to the right nor to the left and 8o put an
end to the expedition Mr Babbage, whether he mnstook
his mstructions or not, certanly thought he was carryang
them out 1n surveying Lake Gairdner and the country in
that direction The correspondence showed this to be the
casc up to the 30th June, the height of the winter, and up
to thit time the Commussioner of Crown Lands did not
blime hum  He (Capt Wart) believed that the 1ntention was
that, until the winter set in, the expedition shouldbe engage {
i surveying, and that they should then prosecute their dise
covertes On the 30th June the Commissioner of Ciown
Lands knew that Mr Babbage was not pressing forward,
{;t no 1ntumation was given thit he was doing wrong

owever desuous he (Cipt Hart) might be of exonerating
the Commussiones of Public Woiks these tfacts were too
strong to allow of his doing so  The Commissioner 8 altera-
tions of his views were so sudden, and so unfairly
cariied out, that they merited censure It was, how-
ever, a great plté that the censure should fall
upon the whole Government The membeis of the
Goverminent 1n a spieit of fairness to their colleague said that
they would stand by hum, but the blame should be attached
to the Commissioner of Cro vn Lands for his errors 1 judge
ment Had 1t not been for these errors, the countiy would
have had to welcome Mr Babbage back after he had added
to the discoveries of M Stuart

Mi BARROW as Chairman of thre Commutéee of kuuquiry,
felt it incumbent on im to siy a few words  He could not,
ho vever, remain to give tus vote, as he required to havean
mterview with “thatsalatied offiter of the Goy ernment, who
goeg about the country stating hus own views ”  (Laughter )
Had the Commssioner ot Ciown Lands suppotrted Mr
Babbage 2s that hon gentleman’s collcagues now supported
him this discussion would not have arisen [he principal
fault he saw in the conduct of the Commissioner of ( rown
Lands was, a want of judgment In questton 1,061 hon
members would find some information wiich he would read
{fhe hon member here read the question and reply ] On
the 30th July the Commissioner of Crown Lands wrote a
letter to Mr Babbage, and 1f hon members read the whole
pige frgm wlich he (Mr Barrow) bad just quoted, they
would {ind that the object of the examination was to ascer-
tain from the Commissioner of Crown Lands what Mr Bab-
bage did in the month of August, to dtaw down the censure
conveyed to him on the 9th September Itwould have been
very difficult to find out anvthing respecting the movements
o1 want of mot.on of Mr Babbage during August, and what
therefore was there to have wrought the strange chabge in
the mund of the Commissioner of Crown Lands?® He (Mr
Barrow) believed 1t was owing to the Commissione:’s not
having the moral courage to stand up against the outery out
of doois that the letter of the 19th September was wutlen
(Hear, hear) The Commissioner mght have observed a
slowness in Mr Babbage, but the censire was owing to the
outcry out of doors, for on the 30th of July the Commis-
sionerof Cr wn Land wiote to M: Babbage, enjoiming him
not to heed the pubhc comments on s alleged slow-
ness  lhe Commissioner was therefore wanting n the
chivahy towards Mr Babbage winch the hon gentleman’s
colicagues displaiyed tow irds him  He (My Barrow) d:d not
Jon with some hon members 1p blaming the Commussioner
allowing Mr Babbage to take
feater tanks and other matters with hum_ ‘lhe
hon the Ireasurer had satisfactorly answercd that
charge But the hon the Comm ssioner of Crown
Lands should not have been 90 1eady to tatow Mr Babbage
overboud, in consequehce of an outery ont of doo:s  The
pubhe had also something to answer for, a8 thcy mamfested a
considerable degree of impatience He (Mr Bairow), had feit
impatient, and, as one of the community, he was pigpared to
take his fractional share of such blame  But this impatience
had acted too pow erfully and quickly upon the Government,
who should have stood by their sybordinate, as the colleagues
of the Commussioncr of Crowun Lands now stood by that hon
member  Withiegard to the bringing up the repoit of the
Select Commutiee, he, in common with the hon member, My
Glydethought 1t remarkable that a3 Bxceliency thie Governor
should have been so very punctual (Liughter) He
(Mr Barrow) held the report in tus hand, nad tle hon the
Speaker was standing upon the floor of the House ‘1he hon
Speaker took the chair, and he (M: Banow) immediately
stood up to hand in the report, when, at the instaot, a
messenger reported the arrival ot His Excellency
(Laughwer ) Thss was the most extraordinary conjuncture of
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thrce movements ever witnessed 1n any Legislature (Re
newed laughter ) Although 1t was only a comudence 1t was
most extraordmary (Laughter ) He was bound to accept,
and he did accept without any reservation, the asswances of
the Government on this pomnt  Lhe statements were made
by several gentlemen of truth and honor, and he, therefore
believed them With respect, however, to the statement as
to fair play having been given to the Committee for the
brmgmiup of their 1eport, the hon Commussioner of Public
Works knew that he nearly rendered 1t 1mpossible to bring
up the report at ail by taking advantage of a technical objec-
tion According to the Standwg Orders a report must be
’brought up at one meeting and adopted at another The
Commussioner of Pubhic Works raised this objection, and 1t
was only met by adjourning the Commuttee for ten minutes
and then reassembling So that the Committee out-
manceuvred the manccuvre of the Commissioner ot
Public Works  (Laughter® He (Mr Barrow) only
made this statement because, as Chairman of the Commuttee,
he wished to show that the Commttee had no desue to
shelve the report He would be very sorry that the result of
this discussion should be the breaking up of the Mimstry
(Laughter ) It was monstrous that hon members could not
capress their opmions openly without breaking up a Mi-
nistry  (Hear, bear) It was said there must be a victun
for every Ministernal mistake, but in this case 1t was the
Ministry who laid themselves as a burnt-offeiing upon the
altar— he would not say of patriotism, but of pride e
knew that many hon members thought thig question m-
volved a heavier censure than he (Mr Barrow) mtended
He believed the Commssioner of Crowa Lands had fiamed the
best regulations he could - (laughter)—but he did not support
his subordinate. It was a pretty consideable mess alto-
gether, but the thing that stood out most clearly before the
people was that they had spent 4 large amount of money and
got vexX little m1eturn
the ALIORNEY-GENERAL said the Government weie
charged with being prepared to offer themselves up as a
sacrifice to pride ‘He always understood the position of a
Ministry under responsible government to be, that so longas
the Legislature appeared to teel conhdence 1n them—so long
as the Parhament fairly discussed and generally supporte
then mecasures, and did not express 2 distinct disappioval of
their acts, the Mimstiy should remam 1o office  But when
the Legislature gave a general opposition to the Ministry, so
that the Minstry were unable on important questious to ob-
tain an assenting vote, then the Mimstiy were called upon
to resign, and morc ezpe 1ally when dissatisfaction with the
Ministry was cletly expressed The hon raember for East
‘1orrenssaid thathon members were dissatisfied, and nothing
was more cominon than that, but this motion went
further, for it openly expressed disapproval  Although hon
members might be dissatisfied with an act of the Govern-
ment, still, if on the whole they were satisficd to allow the
Mimistry to retain the seats which they occupted, and did
not suppoit any formal motion of censure Mimsters mxgivht
remam 1n their ofices But if hon members athrined this
motion, he took it to mean that they considered 1t more 1m-
portant to express therr dissatisfaction than that the Govern-
ment should continue n office, andnsuch a casethe Govern-
ment, with due respect for itself, could not retain their places
Individual opposition he was always piepared for, and so
long as the general pohicy of the Government was supported,
and that the House abstained from direct censure, he should
retain office, but not othexwise ‘Ihe amendment of the
hon member for the City (Mr Neales) sought to estiblish
a distinction between the Hon the Commussioner of Crown
Lands and the rest of the Admimstration 5 but, as a mem-
ber of the Government when the instructions were given to Mr
Mr Babbage, and also when that Fentleman was 1ecalled, he
(the Attorney-General) repudiated any such distinction He
knew thatevery member of the Government saw theseinstruc-
tions before they were placed in M1 Babbage s hands and
that they all acquiesced 1n those instructions = Further than
this, every member of the Government saw theletter of recall,
and adsented to1t The only charges worthy of attention re-
ferred either to the instructions or to the letter of recal! and
he (the Attorney-General) could not separate himself from’
the Commuissioner of Crown Lands, masmuch as he had
assented to the instructions and approved of theiecall lhe
1nstructions were seen by Mr Babbage before e went away,
and were even submitted to Ihim for acquiescence
before bewng finally 1ssued to him Having himself
(the Attorney-General) Dbeen occasionally in a  posi-
tion to act under 1pnstructions, he would say that
when 1nstructions were subnutted to a peison, that he might
suggest any alterations n them which he thought proper,
such a person must be taken to approve of the mstructions
No ambiguity bad cver been suggested to have existed in the
mstructions, and 1t was his (the Attorney-General’s) opimion
that none was supposed by Mr Babbage to exist  The hon
member for kast Torrens agked what had occurred between
the 30th July and 9th September, whith could alter the
opinion of the Commissioner of Crown Lands, and why the
Commssioncr of Crown Lands should have written 1n terms
of encomagement m July, and 1n terms of such strong cen-
sure on the 9th of Septunber  But, m the interval, the Go-
vernment recen cd mformation that Mr Babbage, who shonld
have been pressing torw ud, and antivpating the discoverics
afterwards made by 31 Stuart, was back nt Port Augu ta
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The Government would then have been wanting
i their duty to the country had they not
recalled Mr DBabbage. He was prepared to take his

share of the responsibihity and if there was anything which
he had done since he took office whivh he should at any time
look back to with regret, it wou'd not be the part he took in
this reatter A person who could misconstiuc s rnstruc-
tions, as Mr Babbage had done, was pot fit to be intrusted
with any further instructions With respect to what Mr
Babbage afterwards did, he believed that the real cause of
that gentleman’s movement was the motion tabled by the
hon member for the Buna and Clare, and that, but for the
shadow of that coming event, Mr Babbage would not have
taken a course 30 wnconsistent with his pievious conduct In
conclusion, he claimed no menit for chivalry i dentifying
himsclf with a policy of which he had approved, and ad
atill approve,

Mr REYNOLDS admired the course taken by the Attor-
ney-General, tn assummg a share of the censure, and not
allowing a colleague, with whom he had 8o long acted har-
moniously, to be put out of the Mimstry, but he had thought
the hon member, 1n lus speech was censuring the Munistry
It appearel that up to the 30th July the Government had
encouraged Mr Babbage in doing nothing, and 1t was not
until the hon member for the Burra tabled his motion, that
the Commissioner of Crown Lands saw the shadow of coming
events, opened hus eyes, and saw Mr Babbage was not obey-
g s instiuctions, and came out with Tus celebrated de-
spatch of the 9th September But what right had the Com-
miasioner to censure Mr Babbage on the 9th September,
when, on the 30th July he wrote a private letter to that gen-
tleman, te ling lum not to hurry himself, that he had the
confidence of the Government, and then, when he first saw
the hostile motion, wrote the despatch of the 9th September,
of which he laid upon the table a mutilated copy In the
debate upon the motion of the hon member for the Bwira,
too the hon the Commissioner occupted a most
ptiful position  ‘Ihe reporter—(the hon member here
pointed to the Hangard)—did not state that the hon member
cried for mercy—* Oh, don’t censure me ' (Great laughter )
The reporter did not sl{{that the tears trnickled dewn the
hon member’'s face (Renewcd laughter) But the hon
member hoped the House would not censure him when he
dud not deserve it, but to_wait and see whether s explana-
tion was satisfactory If that was not crymg for mercy he
(Mr Reynolds) did not know what was (Applause,
which some person 1n the gallery being observed by the hon
the Speaker to join, the offender was forthwith expelled ) If
he (Mr Reynolds) were upon the other side of the House and
pretended to defend a colleague, he would have shown the
House something better than the lame, miserable, and con-
temptible attempt of the Attorney-General, (Hear, hear,
and laughter) He was surprised, considering the vast
abibty which  that hon “member was supposed to
possess—a gentleman who had only to threaten the House
that he would leave his place—to whom no one wag ejnal in

ractical consistency-—noone so igh 1n standing or abihty

Cven he (Mr Reynolds), small and contemptible as he was
—(great laughter)—would be ashamed of such an exhibition

(Laughter )~ The l1reasury benches 1t appeared had the
greatest contempt for the opposition side ot the House. But
there was a time when the hon the Attorney-General ashed
him (Mi:  Reynolds) to sit on the Ireasury bencbhes, and he
sat by the hon. member’s side until he conld do so no longer
with due respect to ns own character, or his duty to his con-
stituents The hon membel, after a bizef running commen-
tary upon the question before the House, concluded by ob-
serving that the sooner the Commssioner of Crown Lands
was removed from s office the better, and 1f the hon mem-
ber's colleagaes went with hum, the country would not suffer
much, as the Attorney-General —as no onc else could do 1t —
would form another admimistiation, and would get rid of some
colleagues which could well be dispansed with

Mr MACDERMOLITL would have felt some difficulty in
addressing the House, but that the motion affected all the
members of -the Admimigtration As he was connccted with
one of those hon gentlemen, he complained that the public
business was sacrificed to personalities and trivial motions,
ntended to cmbairass the Government If hon gentlemen
opposite desired to remove the Mimstry, why not takea
straightforward course—say they had no confidence 1n the
Admimstration—and come'to a formal vote > For hunself,
there was no gossnble combination of the members promoting
the motion which would have lus confidence, or which would,
tn his opimon, deserve that of the country He had thought
at first that the best way of disposing of the motion would
be by moving the previous gquestion —(ironical cries of * hear,
hear’’)-—but, under the circumstances, 1t was better to come
to a digtinet vote

Mr PEAKE would have desired to see the Select Com-
muttee re-appointed, a9 the labors of that Comimttee were
not btought to a conclusion ‘The matter would then be in a
condensed shape, and now 1t was too late to take such a
course  lhe hon member gave, 1n & few words, an outhine
of the history ot the expedition He behieved Mr Babbage
had misunderstood his 1ustructions, though 1t was difficult to
see how he could, as that gentlermman was 1n the House when
the exploiation was arrauged He (Mr Peake) tabled a
motion on the 7th September relative to Mr Babbage's pro-
ceedings, which he was induced by the Commissioner of
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Crown Lands to postpone to the 10th, and on the 9th the
letter of censure was despatched He thought the Comi-
mussioner had yielded to the pressure out of doots  Hia vote
would exptess disappioval of the management of the depart-
ment, whatever might be the consequence.

Mr I0OWNSEND said he wished he could quite agree with
the hon the Attorney-General, who said that the Govern
ment should have a policy and i1f censured on 1t, they should
resign  He was delighted to hear that the Government had
a policy 1he Northern Exploration was their policy, and 1t
was oncof the most impolitic things everdone  The hon
member proceeded to remark upon the rmpression which
prevailed 1n some quarters to the eflfect that the Attorney
General wns indispensable to the formation of any adminis-
tration, and ascribed the fact of his being ~ party to the
resignation by Mr Reynolds of his seat in the Cabimnet, to the
tict of that hon member being too 1ndustrious for the indo-
lent disposition of the hon theAttorney-General (Laughter )
The hon the Attorney-General would prefer a dull min hke
the Comnussioner of Crown Lands but the country had now
begun to prefer a man with less intelligence who would do
more work

Mr HAWKER complained that Mr Babbage seemed a
mere peg to hang personalitics on  He had expected that a
better case would have been made out  Gieat stress was
laid upon the letters, but between the 20th July and the 9th
September a despatch arrived trom Mr Babbage, dated fiom
Port Augusta, which completely altered the opimions and
fechings of the public  He (Mr Hawlker) niver be-
lieved tn any other résult being attained than that which was
realised , but on Mr Gregory’s retarn he had been consulted
by the Commussioner of Crown Lands as to the propricty of
sending Mr Bibbage some packhorses for a fiying exped:-
tion, wnd he approved of the idea. The hon member next
defended the conduct of the Commussioner of Crown Landd
n allowing Mr Babbage to select Ing own equpment, on the
ground that Mr Buabbage was appotuted not alone by the
Government but that his appomtment was approved of by
people round Adelaide and 1 the city, and by many members
of that Houde Mr Stuart made an exploration accompamed
by one man and six horses, and for part of the time by an
aboriginal native, over an extent of 1,400 miles, and during
the same period Y1 Babbage only advanced s camp 40
miles He should vote against both the amendment and the
orignal motion

Mr SOLOMON disapproved of the conduct of Govern-
ment, and however much he might regret that the Govern-
ment would consider the motion, 1f carried, as a vote of cen-
sure which would cause the Miumstry to retune, he could not
conscientiously give s vote many other way  He regretted
that personal animosity towaids the Commissioner of Crown
Lands shouldl have been made a cause of quarrel If he
could find any coursc by which the Mimstiy could escape the
unpleasant alternative of resignation he would avaul of 1t,
for tlis was a time when their retirement would cause

reat 1nconvenience the Estimates being before the House

e regretted as much as any member of the House, or the
commumty of South Austtalia, the manner 1n which dMr
Babbage's recall was effected The course pursued by the
gentleman superseding Mr Babbage was such as should be
avoided by hun or any other gerson protfessing to be an officer
and 2 gentleman, though the individual 1n question was
everything that a gentleman ought to be

Jhe AFIORNEY-GENERAL rose to order He believed
the language which the hon member apphied to Major War-
burton was *“coniduct unbecoming an oflicer and a gentle-
man ’  He was suref the hon member used such language
he would i1etract 1t

Mr SOLOMON did not know whether the expression had
fallen from Inm, but what heintended to say was that the
language Major Warburton used was not such as should be
used by an officer superseding another

The amendment was then put, and negatived without a
division

Mr MILNE rose to speak, but— .

The SPCAKER ruled that the hon member was out of
order, as the question had been already put

The House then divided on the original motion, with the
following result —

AYFS, 15— Messrg Bagot. Duffield, Glyde, Hart, Harvey,
Maldied, Milne, Neales, Peake, Reynolds, Solomon, Strang-
ways (teller), lownsend, Owen, and Wark

NoEs, 13—TI'he Attorney-General, the [reasurer (teller),
the Commssioner of Crown Lands, the Commussioner of
Public Works, Messrs Collingon, Dunn, Hallett, Hawler,
Hay, Macdermott, Mchibster, Rogers Scammell

On the motion of the AITORNEY-GENERAL, the
House”immediately adjourngd (at five immmnutes to 5 o’clock)
to 1 o’clock on luesday, 31stinst

—————

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

TUESDAY, MAY 31
The PRESIDFA I took the chair at 2 o’clock
THE CENIRAL ROAD BOARD

Ihe Hon the CIHIKF SECRETARY laid on thetable of the
House documents relative to the Central Road Board,
ordered upon the motion of the Hon Dr Everaid

Ordered to be printed
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TIIE WESTERN BOUNDARY

Upon the motion of the Hon the CHIEF SECRETARY
the time for the Commuttee to bring up then report upon this
subject, was extended till the following Tuesday, power bem
also mven to the Committee to confer with the Commuttee 0%
the House of Assembly appointed on the subject

THE ABORIGINES

Mr DAVENPORTsad that asthe following motion 1 his
natne mvolved some responsibihiy on the part of the Govern-
ment, 1t would, perhaps, under the circumstances, be more
courteous to postpone it till the followmg luesday —

“ Cht there be laid on the table of this House a return of
the appropriations of 1\nd and moncy made for the benefit
of the ahorigines ot this province, fiom the carhest 1ecords
1m possession of the Government to the present time, show-
ing the natme of the money appropriations (what in salailes
and what 1n supphies) and the several channels of then dis-
tnbution, theieturn to have appended to 1t any statistical
information the Government may possess on the numbers of
the abouiginal population , also, ‘a statement of the number
and locality of the stations whence supplies a1e distributed,
and the nature of the instructions issued 1n respect of that
duty, also, 1 statement of the Orders in Council, contiacts,
Executive Council Orders, o1 other which from time to time
have regulated the appropnations in question  Further,
a 1eturn of the annual 1eceipts of rents of abonginal re-

serves "’
LAND GRANTS

The Hon Dr DAVIES put the question in his name,
remarking that from what he understood had taken place
i the other House, he should not make the remarks he had
tended

“To 1sk the Chief Sceretary in what department of the
Government arises the delay in thessuing of land grants—
if 1t 1n the Land Omce, or n the old Registry Office,
sceing that a Innd grant for two sections, Nos 508 and 511,
Hundred of Clare, was paid for at the Tieasury on the 8th
of January, 1839, and 1t could not be obtained by the 20th of
May following, though repeatedly apphad for = Also, what
wasg the nature of the error discovered in the form of land
grants to prevent their being 1ssued, at what date was the
error discovered,, and were any land grants issued previ-
ously to that date, with the discoyvered error m them

The Hon the CIIIEI SECRET ARY read thefollowing're-
ply —*lhc delay missuing land grantstecurred in conse-
quence of the Survey Depaitment for a period extending be-
tiveen the 23rd December, 1858, and 1st Match, 1859, prepanm,
land grants or forms furnished by the Registrar-General, bu
which had to be cancelled in consequence of such forms not
having recewved the sanction of the Governor in Fxecutive
CouncH, and requning subsequent alteration  Upwards of
100 grants, prepared 1n duplicate had to be cancelled There
18 no record 1n the Sutvey Oflice of any application for the
19sue of land giants for Sections 508 and 511, Hundred of
Clare, cousequently the grant for these sections was for-
warded in the usual comise Had any representation been
made the Surve{or General would have had the grant pie-
pated out of the regular course, 1n order to expedite ity
1ssue  lbhe erior was, thit the form of land grant had not
been prepared in cnnf’ormltg with the piovisions of the Act
Thus error appears to have been discovered about 11th March,
1859 No grants were 13sued 1 error

RESIGNATION OF 'HE MINISTRY

The Hon the CHILF SECRETI'ARY, in moving that the
House at its nising adjourn il the tollowmg Luesday, would
take the oppoirtumty of explaining to hon membaers, thati1a
consequence of a vote inthe Assemblyadverse to the Go-
vernment on Friday last, upon the motion of the hon mem-
ber for Euncounte: Bay, expressing dissatisfaction at the
conduct of the Government 1 reference to the late exploring
expedition, the present Mumstry had telt that they could no
longer carry on the business of the country satisfactonly to
Parliament or to themselves, and thcy had theretore placed
their resignation of office in the hands of His Excellency
the Governor, who had been pleased to accept the same
The ¥Mimstry would consequently merely conduct the formal
business unti! their successors wete appomnted He would
take that opportunity, iniesigming ofhce as 2 responsible
mimster of the Crown, to thank hon members for the cordial
support and co operation which they had aftorded hum 1n
carrying on the public business, as well for their considera-
t1on and gentlemanly forbearance towaids himself personally,
which had m a very great measure relieved him fiom the
trouble which he should otherwise have expertenced in con-
ducting the public business He most sincerely and cor-
dially thanked hon members for the courtesy which they
had ever shown him

The Hon A FORSTLER, in seconding the motion for an
adjournment of the Council at its nsing, till the tollowin
Tuesday, expressedis 1egiet that any circumstances should
have transpired toiender it necessary for the hon gentleman
who had for some time filled the office of Chief Secretary to
retire He ecould only say, individually, of course, that the
Government business 1n that House had been conducted by
that hon gentleman with great prudence, great courtesy,

reat dignity, 2w great success  (Hear, hear) He had felt
it very plecsuranle to act with the hon gentleman in that
ITouse, wnd so far as any changein the adoinistration was
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conoerned, he could only say that he did not desire any in
that House (Hear, hear ) Hec unierstood fiom the hon
gentleman that the Mimstiy had been induced to vesign
office 1n consequence of an adverse vote 1n the Assembly, and
he also understood fitom the same source that the adveise
vote had reference to the explonng espedition conducted by
Mr Babbage, and vhich was under the maunagement of the
Commuigsioner of Crown Lands He was soiy that sucha
small question should lead to the resignation of the Mimstry
at a period when the country required their guardianship and
effotts (Hear, hear ) Hc undeistood however, that it was
not m conscquence altogether of the vote of the Assembly
upon that motion that™ the Mimistry had resigned, lut in
conscquence of what they supposed to be an adverse course
of procedure on the part of miny hon members of the As-
seinbly to the general }f)})hcy of the Governmcnt throughout
the present sesston e piesumed 1t would only be such a
consideration which could justify thé Mimstry inreaigning
upon the vote referred to He could ouly s8ay, that should 1t
be found necessary to enlist the present Mimstry, or any
large portion of them to reassume the reimns of Government,
he should have much pleasue in giving support, such as he
(l:gnsmenuously could, to the Hon the Chltlpgecwtary in that

ouge

The motion was carried, and the business on the notice
paper was made an order of the day fou the following Tuesday,
till which day the Council adjourned, at half-past 2 o'clock

———
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

Trrspay, May 31
The SPLAKER took the chair at 1 o'clock
THE NATIONAL BANK
Mr MILNE presenfed a petition from Mr Fredeiick
Wiight, Manager of the Sonth Australian Branch of the
National Bank, prayme tor leave to bringin a Bill to regu
late and provide for the management of the South A ustra-
lian Bianch of the National Bank of Australasia
The petition was 1eceived and read
1HE I0RRENS WATER
The COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS laid upen
the table of the House analysis by Professor Smith of
Sydney, of the Tori.ns Water
Ordered to be printed

RESIGNATION OF THE MINISTRY

The ATT1ORNEY-GENERAT rose to move that the
House at 1its nuing adjowrn till that day week aund that all
the busimess on the notice paper be made Orders of the Day
for seven days later than theu present dates He was sure
thit every hon member must hive anticipated the statement
whigh he was about to make, wlieh was that i cinse-
quence of the vote adverse to the Government
arnved at by that House on Friday last, he and the
other members of  the Admimstiration had felt that
they could no longer with credit to themselves or with ad-
vantage to the country continue to occupy the position of
responsible Minsters of the Ciown, and they had in conse-
uence tendered their resignation to His Lacellency the
sovernor, which His Excellency had been pleased to ac-
cept ‘The Mimstry mercly held office till their successors
had been appointed  He believed 1t was usual on such ocea-
sions to refer to what had becn done by the Mimstry
quitting their position, during then tenure of office, butn a
small community such as south Australia, and where mem-
bers of the Asseinbly weie constantly in the habit of ittend-
mgn their places, 1t was 1eally not necessary to enter into
the details of any legislation introdugced by tlie Ministry, or
which had reccived the sanction of that House dunng the
Jast two sessions  He would 1efiam from makmg any such
statements, and would only add the expression of s perso-
nal thanks to the House generally, fo1 the support which,
during two sessions, they had afforded to a Government
which he had formed, and ot which he mlfm say he had
been the head  (Hear, hear) He would add also the

expression  of his  persopal consideration for the
courtesy and indulgence, which, with few ex-
ceptions, he had received  from the  House,

the mndividual exceptions to which he had alluded only
making him feel still more strongly the general kindness to
which such 1nstances were exceptions He moved the adjourn-
ment of the House for a week, 1n order to make those neces-
sary arrangements which preceded the formation of a new
Mimstry, and to afford those who formed the new Munstry
an opportunity of being prepaied with a plan of opeiations
when the Houge met again

‘The COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS, as that
member of the Admuinistration 1n whose department tae
storm arose which led to the adverse vote, begged to siy a
very few words in addition to the very digimhed addiess
which had fillen from the Attoiney-Geuneral ‘Lhose fow
words were to assurc the House collectiy ¢ly and the hon the
Speaker m the chair, that individually he felt towards them
nothing but friendslup and goodwill “(Hear, hear ) He had
been a member of Council now for upwards of eight years ,
all whom he saw around him were old acquaintances and
many personal fixends  He would express a hope that they
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might be friends and good acquuntances for the future
(Hear, hear) In responsible government, where parties
were brought together, conflicts oiver questions would
artse and there were many sources of irritation
which would piesent themselves from time to time,
but in a small’ commumty, he thought, after these con-
flicts had taken place—aiter the baittle had been fought—
that all niitation should be forgotter, and that nothin
should remain but good fellowship  (Hear, hem ) He ha
only one word to say and that was in 1eference to his hon
colleague, the hon and learned gentleman who bad foimed
the present Admmmstration and who had been the head of 1t
He felt 1t a great honor to have served under that hon and
learned gent%cman 80 long and would remaik that from the
first day of joming the Admimstiation to the present time,
that hon and leuned gentleman had conducted himself
towards s colleagues as v thoiough gentleman It waga
gieat stisfaction to be able to state this not only for him-
gelf, but would no doubt be a satisfaction to those hon
members who might be assocated with the hon and learned
member m future Admimistrations

The COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORXKS supported
the adjournment of the House till the following Tuesday,
and 1n domng so would simply express his thanks to the
House generally tor the kindness and courtesy with which
they had treated him  He had never intentionally wounded
the feelings of any hon member, and 1f he had unintention-
ally done so, he could only say 1t was entizely unintentional
on s part

The TREASURER, who rose amdst’ some laughter, said
that he also felt 1t incumbent on bim also to address a few
words to the House i acknowledgment of the courtesy
which had been invariably shown to mm He had studiously
avoided offending the feelings of others  (Hear, hear) He
had sometimes borne fiom hon members attacks without
1epelling them, rather than incwm the risk of engendering
fcehngs of hostiity  In reference to the department over
which he had presided, his successor, whrever he might be,
would be enabled to sausfy himself that all the financial

re'ations of the colony ivere sound The cash
balance on the previous day was upwards of
75,0000, besides a suffictent sum 1n  England to

meet the requirements ot the colony, which would fall due
on account of bonds, to ist July next, and to cover all ather
habilities  With respect to the bonds, he 1mght remark, that
all which they were authoiised to sell to make up the
required loans had been forwaided to Lngland, and nearly
all had been disposed of, except 23,000{ to complete the
1ssues authorised to be made for various public works

M PEAKE would not like expiessions of loyal and good
feeling to come from the other side ot the House only (Hear )
Hc had been a member of that lHouse for three sessions, and
he had felt it an honot and pleasute to meet the gentlemen
on the oppostite siue of the House  He had never expressed
dissent from the opinions of those hon gentlemen without
having been met with the greatest courtesy and experiencin
that treatment dud fiom ove gentleman to anothe:r  He like
the expressions of good freling which had fallen fiom those
hon gentlemen i makiug thar bow to the decision of the
House—oue of the natoral results ot ficedom of thought and
action growing out of the Constitution He was glad the
hon gentlemen opposite accepted 1t 1n that hght, having dis-
armed all hostility by the courteous and proper mannerin
which they had met their defcit

Mi BAGOT satd that tis name being in the adverse hst
which had caused the Mimstry to tender their resignation,
he would 1ematk that never upon any oceaston had be given

a vote which he was more soiry to bhe obhged
to ive, but there were certain  occasions upon
which hon  members must feel, notwithstanding

the support which they gave generally to the Govarnment,
that they could not conscientionsly support them He hal
felt that if the vote could Ly any means have been
got rid of by such a proposition as that which was made by
the hon member foi Onkiparinga, but wiich had not been
carried out, by the adverse 1ulbing of the chau, he should have
been happy to meet 1t 1n that way He had given con-
scientiouns suppott to the general measures of the Government
durtng the period that the Attorney-General and the Com-
missioner of Crown Lands had occupied seats upon the
Tieasury benches, but he could not do o upon the occasion
on winch the Ministry sustained an adversc vote which re-
sulted in their resignation  He was glad to hear the expres-
s10n8 ot good feeling and ;rrood wwill on the part of the e mmﬁ
Muistry, and trusted those feelings would be fully carne
out on other oceasions, by whoever formed the Mimstry .
Mr BARROW could join with other hon members who
had spoken 1n the high appreciation the House must feel in
respect of the calm and dignified sentiments which had
fallen from the Ticasury benches  lhe manner in which the
Ministry had conveyed to the House an imtimation of then
resignation, must command the appioval of every member of
the House  His object, however, 1n 1131ng, was for the pur-
posc of saying that he thought he remembered nstances n
the House of Commons, in which the retiring Ministry in-
foimed the House of the advice they had given to the
Sovercign 1n reference to their successors—(hear, hear)—
and if 1t would not be 1nconvenient to the Attorney-General
to state what advice he had given to Hia Excellency relative
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to the next Admunstration, the statement would, he was
sure, be very much appreciated by the House

Mr McULLISTER had supported the Government on
the vote relative to the Exploring Espedition, and had
witnessed their defeat with very great regret If the hon
member for Encounter Bay had moved a vote of censuie
upon the Government for appownting Mr Babbage as com-
mander of that exnedition, he should cettainly have joined
in the vote  Babbage had been the most costly man to the
colony that had ever been impoited into 1t (Laughter)
What did hedo® Why, he undertook to construct the Port
Rahway (Question, question )  Well, then, when he was o
that House did'nt he vote 1 000¢ for mmself ?

The SPEAK LR informet the hon member that he was
not speakmg to the question  lhe question had nothung to
do with Mr Babbage

Mr McELLIS[ER was pleased with the vote he had given,
and was only sorry that the pubhic should be put to any in-
convenience by so insignmficant a man  (Laughter )

Mr SOLOMON supported the motion for an adjournment
till the following luesday, and, 1 doing so, bore testimony
to the courtesy and appropriate conduct of the Mimstry
during the time he had had the honor of 4 seat in that House
IIe hnd often had occasion to oppose them, but had always
found them most courteous, notwithstanding He had felt
deeply "}ggrleved at beibg compelled to record an adverse vote
to the Miuistry upou the occasion which led to them retire-
ment He would most gladly have supported them, but
could not do so consmentxousl}y, and repeated that he deeply
regretted having becn compelled to give a vote autagonistic
to the Muustry He was glad to hear the exptessions of
g +0d teeling and good will from the Minstty, which he was
sure were fully reciprocated by those who had felt called
upon to oppose those hon gentlemen

Mr NEALES did not rise for the purpose of excusing
his vote, or apologising for 1t (Hear ) He generally ex-
plained his vote befor e he gave it, and consequently 1t was
not necessary to pretend toiegret 1t afterwards (Laughter )

The ATIORNEY-GENERAL would take the opportunity
of 1eplying to the hon member for East loniens, Mr
Barrow  Lhe course taken by the Ministry mn advising His
Excellency i reference to the new Admiinistration was that
His Exccllency should send for that member of the House
whe appeared to have been the recogmsed leader of the
Opposition, as s name generally appearcd to motions
opposed to the policy of the Goveinment, or cersuring the
conduct of the Mimstry, he alluded to the hon membe: for
Encounter Bay, Mr Strangways He had advised s Ex-
cellency to send for that hon member, and entrust the forma-
tion of an Administration to him

The motion was then put and carried, and the House
adjourned at half-past 1 o clock till 1 o clock on the follow-

mg Tuesday
[ N
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

FugspAy, JUNE 7

The PRESIDENT took the Cbair at 2 o’clock

Present—Che Hon. the Chief Secretary, the Hon H
Ayers the Hon Captain Bagot, the Hon Major O'Halloan,
the Hon Dr Davies, the Hon John Morphett, the Hon A
Forster, the Hon Captain Scott,the Hon K Stirhug, the Hon
A Scott, the Hon Captain Hall, and the Hon Dr Everard

THE BO1ANIC GARDENS
The Hon the CHIEF SECRLIARY, in answer to Dr
DAVIES stated that the docurnents which he had enqured
for at a previous sitting of the Council were ready, and
should be laid on the table

THE NEW MINISTRY

The Hon the CHIEF SECRETARY 1nfoimed the Coun-
cil of the course which His Excellency had adopted with
regard to the formation of a new Mimstry, and 1ts results—
viz, the recal of the Hon the Attorney-General, who had
substituted Mr Neales as Comuusswoner of Ciown Linds
and Immigration n place of Mr Dutton  With that excep-
tion, the Cabinet had undergone no change He would take
the opportunity of expressing the hope that the same cordial
fechng which had been shown to bun in the old Mimstry
would be extended to him now

LANDING OF THL MAILS.

The Hon Captain BAGOT brought forward the motion
standing in s name—

“1hat a Select Committee be apponted to inquire into the
cucurnstances connected with the conveyance of the Enghsh
mals to Nepean Bay on the 18th May and subsequent days,
with power to call fov papers persons, and reports *’

The hon member said that although 1t might appear a small
matter on which to request a Select Commuttee, the question
was really one of no small unportance Former Govelnments
had voted a large sum of money fo1 the construction of a
jetty at Glendlg with the undeistanding that 1t should be
made uge of Fhe 10ads at Holdfast Bay were good, and the
Jocality was suitable for thcestablishment of a Postal Station
On the complction of the work no sign was given by the
existing Government of an intention to take steps with
regard to the despatch and 1eception of mails, but a memo-
rial, numerously signed, had been sent in on the subject
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He (the speaker) understood that a counter-memoiial had
been got up 1t Port Adelaxde to oppose the landing of the
mails at Glenelg  Lhe Government had yielded to the desire
of the larger pottion of the population, 1nd consented to the
landing ind shipping of the mails at Glenelg by the steamer
from Nepewn Bay TIhe public were very much disappotnted
at ber neglecting to call {or the late supplementary matl, as
great inconvenience arose, and even the Government des-
patches were not sent (On 4 former occasion he (Captain
Bagot) had enquired of thc Hon the Chief Secretary the
reason for this conduet but lus reply conveyed no informa-
tion  Cherc was, theiefore, no other step than to apply for a
Select Committee

The Hon the CHIEF SECREI'ARY had no wish to
oppose any enquiry that was thought desirable ‘Lhe Govern-
ment, on the neglect of the Coro to call at the Jetty, had
mmmediately tiken action and had for varded the supple-
mentay raaill by the Young Australian, winclr reached her
destination before the Columbian had arrnived at Kangaroo
Island I'tis was not, however, a subject requining a Select
Commuttee , 1t was a question of a contract between the Go-
vernment and the owners of the Coiio, and the law advisers
of the Government had informed nm that the owners were
liabte to a penalty for breach of contiact

The Hon Capt SCOI1Y considered that Capt Bagot was
1n errol on one point It had certainly been proposed at the
Poit to get up a counter-memonial, but no one was, however,
presented.

lhe Hon Capt HATL was of opinion that all needful
mformation could be obtained without a Commuttee, but the
rem ks which had fallen from hon members had shown the
necessity of 4 Committee on other grounds Various allu-
sions had been frequently thrown out with reference to the
owners of property at the Port ke would say, however,
that those persons had by theit own efforts pushed forward
the Port without any aid from Government It was 1lso n-
correct to say that the Parliament had voted the money for
the construction of the jetty, for 1t was placed orf the Esta-
mates by Sut Henry Young, who had never expected 1t to
cost one-sixt of the amount actually expended He (Capt
Hall) thought the Committee would thiow hight upon vari-
ous matters connected with this subject  As fou the Coulo
not calling off Glenelg he (Capt Iall) was quite 1gnoiant of
the reason why she hid not called

‘1he Hon A" FORSFER thought that, after the explana-
tion of the Chiet Secietary, Capt Bagot would see the advisa-
bility of not pressing hus motion for a Comnuttee No doubt
rival interests did exast between the inhabitants of the Po t
and Glenelg 1ls was evident from letters, speeches,
memorials irom the public joutnals, and in many other ways
He did not say that the Port people were wrong, or that the
Glenelg people were wrong, but 1t wag a fact that 1ivalries
exasted, and he trusted such rivalries would not be imported
mto the proceedings of Parliament The fact was that the
Corio had not called, according to contract but he thought,
after the answer of the Cluef Secietary, that the hon mem-
ber womld act wisely i withdrawing his motion

The Hon Capt BAGOLI expressed himself perfectly satis-
fied with the explanation of the Chief Secretaty, and Capt
Hall had enlightened him on the subject of the funds which
had constiucted the Jetty at Glenelg He was willing to
withdraw the motion, if the House desired.

Motion withdrawn

MISSAGES

4
T'hree messages were read from the House of Assembly
TUE CENSUS

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Bill for
the collection of the census should be read a second time that
day week

Carried

The Hon S DAVENPORT moved—

“I'hat there be laid on the table of this House a teturn of
the appropriations of land and money made tor the benefit of
the abonigines of this province, from the earliestiecords in
possession of the Government tq the present tune,
showing the mnature of the 1noney appropriations
(what in  salaries, and what 10 supphes), and the
several channels of thar distribution ; the return to have
appended to 1t iny statistical information the Government
may possess on the numbers of the aborigimal pgpulation,
also, a statement of the number and locality of the stations
whence supplies are distributed and the niture of the in-
structiongissued 1n resrect of that duty, also, a statement
of the Orders in Counal, contracts, Execatiy e Councul Orders,
or other which from time to time have regulated the appro-
priations in question  I'urther, a return of the annual re-
ceipts of 1ents ot aboriginal reserves ™
Lhe hon gentleman said that the tieatment of the aborigines
by the Government of South Australia had always been
marked by consideration for their unfortunate state, and he
was sute that the House would not refuse the intormation
which he sovght as to what had been done, and what was
now doing towaids the amelioiation of the eondition of the
abongiwnal population of the colony  Ihe people of this
colony had always becn distingmished by theiwr considerate
treatment of the abouigines  I'he President wotld bear him
out in the statetnent that many years ago, when he was Rest-
dent Comnussioner, Socuth Austraha wag coospicuous above
other colonies tn this respect It had always been recog-




L4

151}

mized that m common justice and humimty the natives
had a night and property in the s;il  [he listory of the
colony showed that othcers had been appoimted whose duties
were specially to attend to the interests of the aborigmal
natives  When the Constitution was given to the colony n
after yeais, 1t was proposed to do away with the office of
Protector This fact of 1tself constituted an argument why
the Legiislature should now make enquiries into the con-
dition and treatment of the natives Not the Council ouly,
but tae settlas in the countiy, were anxious to sce this done
To show that the natives had been willing to subject them-
selves to mstiuction and tiaiming, he might stance what
had beendone at the schools at Poit Tincoln, Fncounter
Bay, and Walkerville At the latter place 60 abongines in
former days attended church Honor and humanity de-
manded that some attention should be bestowed on the
children of the soil, who would probably as a race soon
become extimet altogether ‘Lhe hon member then referred
to various ofiicial documents bearing on the condition of the
abongiues and alluded espccoially to the recent visit pad by
Mr IHitchun to the Poonmdie establishment remarking that
although Mi Hitchin was a zealous public officer, hie was
very wnacdequately acquainted with the habits and <harac-
teristics of the natives, whom he had theiefore, though not
mtenttonally, misrepresented 1n his report

Che Hon the CHIEF SECREI'ARY seconded the motion,
which was carried

CONSOLIDATION OF STATUTE LAW BILL

In Committee

The Hon the CHIEF SLCRETARY stated that the Bill
had been submmtted to His Honor the Chief Justice, and
there were some additional clauses introduced at His Honor's
suggestion

The several clauses down to the 40th clause were passed
with a few verbal amendments

Upon the 39th clause being 1ead— .

The Hon Mr FORSTER objected to the construction of
the clause, as the phrascology was1edundant and ambiguous
He thought the functions of that House, 11 making laws
were not to mcrease the yerbage of their Acts, and he could
not sce the use of specially namng the various classes of
public officers  Lhe clause should apply to all officers

1he Hon the CHIEF SLCREFARY said that the clause
had been suggested by His Honor the Chief Jus'ice, and had
been considered by the highest lcgal authonty

1he Hon Mr FORSIER said he would oppose the
clause nnless a reason could be shown for intioducing such
an amount of nseless verbiage He held that that House
should not pass any measure which they, themselves, did
not understand It was not the function of that House to
make things ambiguous, but, on the contrary, to mahe them
simple, clear, distinet, and according to common sense
With regaad to the clause bun% suggested by a high legal
anthonty, 1t was not necessarily to be received by that
House because 1t came from authoity Although he had
the lughest possible iespect for the Judge who had been con-
sulted, putting all other considerations aside he (Mr
T orster) would opposd the clause upon the prinaple that the
House should not pass that which they could not compre-
hend

The Hon Captan BAGOY concurred with the last
speaher It was the duty of the House to reduce unneces-
sary veibiage He moved the striking out of certain words,
and the substitution of others mote comprehensive

The Hon M: ¥ORSILER seconded the clanse as amended
He did 80, to see how far the ITouse was meluwd to promote
simpliaity and cliainess in framing the lLaws of the pro-
vince

The Hon the CHIEF SECREIARY said that the ver
biage complained of was necessaly veirbiage

The Hon Mr FOS1ER contcnded that as the greater in-
cludes the lesser, a general term would mect all contin-
gencies

1he Hon Captain BAGOT had the greatest respect for
what fell fron: the Chiet Justice, but he could not see the
necessity ot paticulgnsing every officer 29 the concluding
words of the clause mcluded all ofhcers in the Government
setvice

The clause was then fuither amended by adding “all
places of emolument,”” and was passed

Clauses 40 to L6 were prsaed a3 pinted

‘Lhe Hon tne CHILEEF SECREI'ARY, on the 47th clause,
proposed that the term male should mclude temale, and the
masculine gendet th* fem nime gender

The Hon My MORPHELL asked if the clause so altered
would not include the whipping of females ®

lhe Hon Captamn SCOIT explained that that was pro-
vided for by the 45th clause, which confined that punishment
under the Act to males

A clause for the Act to take effect from the passmg thereof
was added, and the preamble was then verbally amended and
passed
" ‘Lhe CHAIRMAN reported progiess, and the third reading
was made an Order of the Day for Wednesday

CONSOLIDATION OF SIATULL LAW FOR
OFFENCES AGAINSI 1HII PERSON
In Committee
1w o clauses were passed as printed
On the third clause being read,
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The Hon Dt DAVIES objccted to the burial of prsouners
19ide the gaol He did 1t for two reasons, one wis m
consrderation of the telations of the prisoner, who were pie-
vented followmg to the grave, and also on samtary
grounds  He proposed to substitute the words * the ncarest
cemetery "’

The Hon  Capt BAGOL opposed the amendment He
thought if therc was peifert fieedom allowed 1n the bunal of
convicts, the occasion might be made use of for uuproper
purposes by offendets against the laws sympathising with
each other

The amendment was put and lost

Most of the other clauses were then passed as plnted

‘The CITAIRMAN 1epoited progress, the third reading
being made an Oider of the Day tor the following day

OFFENCES AGAINST PROPERTY BY LARCENY, &c,
SIAIULE LAW CONSOLIDATION BILL

In Committee

On the first clause bemng read, the CHIEF SECRETARY
movcd an addition to the effect, that males < under the age
of 18 years” only should be puwshable, with or without
winppin Carned

Several clauses were passed as printed, and a few verbal
alterations were adopted m others ’

On the reading of the 24th clause, the CHAIRMAN
reported progiess, and asked leave to sit again

1he louse resumed

ADDRESS 10 HER MAJESTY B
1he Hon Mr MORPHEIT brought up the report of the
Commutttee appointed to prepare anaddress to Her Majesty,
respecting the western boundary of the provinee
Report read, ordered to be piinted, and 1ts consideration
madean Order of the Dy for the following day
The House adjourned till Wednesday, 2 ¢’clock

—————
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

TUESDAY, JUNE 7
The SPEARTR took the Chair ot 1 o'clock

CORNSACKS AND GRASS-SEEDS
The TREASURER stated, 1n reply to Mr MILNF, that
the Government would be prepared during the session to
carry out what appeared to be the desue of the House by
removing the duty upon cornsacks and lucerne and grass

serds
MESSRS BLYTH BROTIIERS.

Mr REYNOLDS drew the attention of the Commmssioner
ot I’ablic Woiks to the fact that the return of goods supplied
by Messts Blyth Brothers to various Boaids was not in ac-
cordance with the return syhich he (Mr Reynolds) had
moved for I'here were other works for which he believed
goods had been su{) lied by the firm alluded to

lhe COMMISS SNER OF PUBLIC WORKS was not
aware of any other works, except those whicli weie under-
taken by District Councils.

Mr REYNOLDS 1emarked that there were many works
under the Colomal Architect

The COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS said that
all such works were done by tender

THE MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

The ATIORNEY-GENERAL rose for the purpose of
making a formal motion that the House at its rising adjourn
till the following day at 1 o clock  He did so for tuc purpose
of stating as briefly as possible what couise had been taken
since the House had last met Hon members would rememe-
ber that at the last meeting he had informed the House that
m consequence of a vote airnved at on the previous

Friday, Mmsters had tendeied their resignation
to IHis  Ixcellency the Governor, who had been
pleased to recetve the <ame, and that though the

Ministry were not in consequence 1eheved fiom ofhce,
they meiel, held it till thon successors bad been apponted
He had also stated on that occasion, 1n answer tothe hon.
membe1 for Bast Toriens, Mr Bariow, that he had 1ecom-
mended His Excellency to entrust the formaticn of a new
Minstry to the hon member for Encounter Bay (Mr Strang-
ways) who was the mover of the resolution upon which the
Minstry were deteated  On Wednesday afternoon he (the
Attorney-General) 1ecerved o message fiom His kxcellency,
who 1nformed lnm that Mr Strangways hal dechined to
undertake the formatson of a Minmstiy, and 1lis Excellency
then ashed him (the Attorney-General) to doso He ac-
cepted {lns soleitation, and after some consideration
deaded upon presenting to His Dixcellency as the proposel
Admimstiation the names of those gentlemen who hai
formed the previous Mimstry, except that of the late Com-
missioner of Crown Lauds, for whoin he saubstituted the
hon membet for the City, Mr Neales 'that list was
approved by Hus Iuxcellency as the new Mimstry, and as
the 1esignation of the former Mimstry had ot been formally
accepted, 1t only became necessary that the resignation
of M1 Dutton, as Commussioner of Crown Lands, should be
gazetted and the appointment of the hon member for the
uty, Mr Neales, to that office  He might state further that
he was not piepared to announce any change in the
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general policy of the Ministry, nor should he have
undeitaken the task of forming a Mumstiy if he
had not had reason to believe, whatever differences

there might be between the Ministry and members of that
House upon particular points, that the Ministry would meet
with general and substantial supportenough tocarry through
the business ot the session satisfactorily to themselves and
advantageously.to the country It wasin the beliet that the
Mimstry would receive such support that he again met hon
members, and was prepared with his colleagues tocury on
thea business of the country so far as they would be enabled
to doit
Mr REYNOLDS thought the House was pliced n a
most peculiar position A week since an announcement was
made to the House that in consequence of a vote of that
House the Munistry had feit it their duty to tende: their re-
signation to His Excellency, that His Iuxcellency had ac-
cepted that resignation , and that the then Minmistry sumply
held ofiice till their successors had been appomted ~ Now, if
he understood aright, the view taken by the Government 1n
mahing that announcement and 1n tendering then 1esigna-
tion was, that they understood theit policy wis not 1 accor-
dance with the wishes of that House and the country, as ex-
pessed by the members of that House  But the present
Government, 1t appeaied, had not studied to meet the views
of the House and the country by a different hne of policy
from that which they enunuated at the commenccment
of the session  He thought the policy of the Govein-
ment not being in accordance with the wishes of that
Iouse and of the countiy, as cleaily shown by tha action of
the House in almost every case whele the Government had
a policy, there was but one of twu courses for the Govern-
ment to pursue—eititer to absolutely resign their position as
a Government, o1 to take the more diguificd course of appeal-
ing to thecountry  He thought 1t would be admitted that
one of thosc courses should have been tahen i piefetence to
that which had been adopted, because the Mimsty must now
feel that they merely occupied theu seats by the sufferance
of that Huouse—a position which could not be satistactory to
themselves, that House, or to the country It would liave
been 4 wiser course, instead ot forming a new Administia-
tion, to have brought in an,Appropriation B 1l for the pur-
{)ose of meeting the current salaiies for three months, and to
1wve appealed to the country, 1n order that the country
might have an opportumty of putting a different class of men
1 that House—(hear, hear)—as 1t appeared there was not a
suflicient number of members of the requisite abihity to form
a Ministry, except under the leadeiship of the Attorney-
Gencial  The country should have an opportunity of expres-
sing 1t8 opimon updn the present Government, and the
character of the hon members who constituted the House
of Assembly Hewas quite prepared to go to the country —~
quite prepared to stand that test Hc was sure the
Mimstry  would agree with his  proposition, that
the country should endorse their Fohcy, ot send those
entlemen about their business It would have been far more
1gnified if the Mimistry had taken thus course 1n preference
to coming bach to that House with the same) am.s consti-
tuting the Ministry except one  TI'he House had over and
over again pronounced 4 want of confidence 1in the formen
Mimstry , but what was now tobe done?  Wer bygoues to
be bygones, and the maladmimstiation of the late Govern-
raent to be passed over and foigotten? Were the House to
look upon the present Mimstry as new to legislitive duties
and functions ® If 8o, those hon gentlemen might learn a
very important practical lesson trom the conduct of then
predecessors  He hoped, 1f those hon gentlemen weie to be
congidered new to exccutive functions, they would tahe a
lesson from what had befallen then immediite predicessors
m ofhce  He could not understand why the late Commis-
sioner of (rown Lands should have been thiown overboard
He could not see why thit hon gentleman was not consy
deted hit to sit on the Government beuches with the other
mermbers of the Administration He did nbt see why that
hon gentleman was not as much cntitled to forin one ot the
new Admimstration as the Commussioner of Public Woiks
Would any one venture to say that the proceedings of the
Commssioner of I'ublic Works—or he supposed he must
call him the rate Commssioner of Public Works—
had at all times been 1n accordance with the wighes of the
House and the country, yet that hon gentleman had taken
his placc—had been put 1n s old seat as 1 member of
the new Admimstration, the only unfortunate member of
the old Admunistration who had been sacrificed having been
the late Commussioner of Crown Lands, Mr Dutton  If 1t
were right to relhieve that gentleman from his position, 1t
would have been equally just to relieve the Commissioncer ot
Public Works ot his position as a member of the Adminis-
tration, because, if the one had erred 1n judgment, the other
had certainly very much erred in policy Both of those
ﬁzntlcmen should have retired, and then he believed the
anson and Younghusband Admimistiation would have
been very much strengthened  He supposed, from there
having been no change i that office, the House must under-
stand there was no hon momber of that House accustorned
to support the late Adunnistiation who was bt for the office
of Commuissioner of Public Works That was the inference
to be diawn fiom the action of the Government, that there
was no member of that House who had teen accustomed to
support the Government who was possessed of suthcient
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judgment or ability to fill the office of Commussioner of
Public Woiks, and, consequently, that M1 Blyth had been
retained If that were the case, 1t was an additional reason
that His luxcellency should have been 1ecommended to dis-
solve the Parhiament, and that therc should have been an
appeal to the country, 1 order that gentlemen might
have been obtained of suficient abiity to fil the posi-
tion at picsent occupted by the Commissioner ot Public
Works He supposed the House must take 1t for granted
—indecd the Attorney-General had stated that theie was no
alteration 1n the policy of the Government , that the polhey
of the present Government was the policy of the last, und
under such ciicumstances he wished to know how the pre-
gent Commssioner of Crown Lands could have accepted
office, for he remembered that 1n the discussion which took
place npon the 1eply to His Excellency’s speech upon opeun-
g Parllament, that hon gentleman stated that he looked
upon the policy of the Government as a poor weakly chld,
too weakly to be lashed (Laughter ) It appeared the hon

gentleman, sooner than lash 1t, had ‘consented to dandle the
weakly cinld upon s knee upon condition that he was
appointed head nuise (Loud laughter ) For this rcason the
hon gentleman had been placed 1n the position of Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands No doubt the hon gentleman would
be profuse 1n his distribution of sweetmeats 1n order to keep
others sweet with him  Another circumstance which struck
lum as somewhat singular 1o connection with the appont-
ment of this hon gentleman to the office of  ommusstoner of
Crown Lands, was that on the preceding Friday week that
hon gentleman brought fonvarg a resolution to the effect
that any turther persistence on the part of the Government
i suppoiting or defending the “conduct of his prede-
cessor 1n office (M1 Dutton) would shake the confi-
dence of that House 10 the Minustry  What then

would now be sud of that hon gentleman after accept-
ing the place of therr esteemed friend, Mr Dutton?
It appeared that the hon gentleman was no sooner
asked to take a scat on the [reasury benches than he had
the utmost conhdence i the Administiation  After pitch-
ing the late Commissioner of Crown Lands overboaid, the
hon member for the City jumped into that hon gentleman 8
place lumself He (M1 Rcynolds) should certamly have
hesitated betore taking such 4 step had he been i the posit on
of the hon member for the City, or present Commissioner of
Crown Linds fhe course winch the hon gentleman had
pursued nught be dignified 10 is_own estimation, but 1t 1n-
duced him to believethzt 2 good deal of what he heurd from
the hon gentlemanon pieviousoccasions was “bosh > Not-
wn,hstansmg all that had passed, however, he was prepared
to give the Government as much support as he conscientiously
could He was piepared to do so notwithstanding their
strange conduct and shufiling of the cards to swit their own
puiposes The present Government, he was satisfied, did
not occupy & vury flattermmg position eithier 1n the estimation
of thit House o1 the country, and he fclt satisfied, also, that
1t would bhave been very much better 1f the House had been
dissolved 10 order that the opunon of the country might
have been expressed upon the matter What would have
been thought of the Derby Aduinistiation if they had come
back with a change of only oue member of that Admigistia-
tion—with the same line of policy, and the same Bills 2 W,l‘\y,
the whole of England would have risen up in arms The
Mimstry, in_point of fact, by the course ihich they
had pursued, sad, “ We aie the only men capable
of sitting here, we are the only men who have done right,
we know better than you what 1s caleulated to advance the
wter¢sts of the country ' Instead of adopting such a course
1t would have bcen more beconung 1f the Mimstry had
broughtin an Appropriation Bill for three months for the
current salartes, and 1 the meantime have appealed to the
country It appeared that the Attorney-Geneiil was the
only gentleman in that House capable of forming a Mimstry,
and 1f any calarmity were to happen tum, or 1f the hon gen-
tleman were raised to the position of Chiet Justice, what
would they do? Where would they hnd another Attorney-
General to conduct the business of the country » Who were,
then, to be the men to tale the 1eins and lead on the repre-
gentati es of the country 1 opening up new sources of pro-
sperity > What they wanted was a man to lead them on, but
he heard a muu mur to the effect that the Attorney-Gencral did
not do so and that they were obliged todrive him—that they
were obliged to push him on With such intelligence as the
Attorney General \mdoubtedg possessed, what he contended
was, that he should go ahead of them, and lead them on

The hon gentleman might not be raised so soon assome
expected to the ofice of Chief Justice by the retite-
ment of the present occupant of that ofiice, and
he trusted the day was far distant that they would lose the
services of the Attorney General, but stidl” he contended 1t
was thewr duty to look 10and for some one who could supply
his plice [le thought it a great reflection upon the legal
gentlemen in that House that there was no one capable of
occupymng the ofice of Attorney-General, and 1t was a great
reflection upon the other members that there were nonc
capable of forming a dMimstry but those who now occupied
seats on the Lrcasury benches He hoped the country
would be appealed to, and that the countiy would have an
opportunity of expressing an optnion upon  the Iine of policy
of the prescnt Government It might be said that if there
were a dissolution at the present time there would be fewer


position.it

155]

electors than there would be if the rolls were to come nto
operation at the regular period, but he thought this diffi-
culty might be met, as more interest would be felt 1n the
elections during the next three months than at the com-
mencemnent of next year  Although 1ecent events had
shewn that there were not so many who excrcised
the francluse as might have been expected, he
believed that greater " interest would be felt n
the gencial elect ons at the present time thanf they were
gostponed for six months He hoped therefore, that the

avernment would recommend His kxcellency to dissolve
the Parliament, and that a Bill would bentioduced for the
payment of the curicnt salari s for three months

M1 GLYDE had hstened attentively to the explanation of
the Attoiney-General, and must say thit he thought the
House had 2 night to expeet something further He was 1n
the House that day week when the Attorncy-General dis-
tinctly told the House that 1o consequence of an adverse vote the
Mimistry had tendered their resign ition, which His Exeellency
hd been pleased to accept, and mn the other House he on the
same day heard a similar statement from the Chict Secre-
tary, but to-diy the Attorney-General merely stated that His
k.xcellency had been pleased to 1eccive the 1esignation of the
Munmistry He did not know whether there was any mental
reservation n th's second atatement He and others had
been much suiptised at no mntimation of the 1esignation ap-
peating in the Government Gazette there should have been a
recotd of the fact, for there could be no doubt that the
Younghusband Mimstry had resigned yet no record of that
resignation appearcd v the Gover nment Gazette 1he expla-
nation which the Attorney-General had given 1n 1eference
to the 1csignation of the Ministry was certainly not satistac-
tory, and he could only express a hope that the hon gentle-
man would be more exphceit

Mr 1OWNSLND concurred with the remarks of the pre-
vious speaker  He was i the House when the Attorney-
General stated that atter the vote of the previvus Friday, the
Govetnment feit they could no longet hold office with satis-
foction to themselves or to the country, and that they had
conscquently resigned, and their resignation had been
accepted  When the Government Gazetle came out, he to
Ins istonishment, found no recoid of the resignation of the
old Mimstry, and the hon member (3fi Neales) was the
only ond of the new Mimstiy who had been gazetied He
consequently looked upon him as the only legally constituted
member of the Government With reference to that hion
gentleman, the House would remember that, in the amend
ment which he brought forward, he distinctly stated that he
(Mr Neales) should have no confidence in the Ministry, nor
would the country, if th_.y persisted in defending the con-
duct of the Commissioner of Crown Lands  Yet, straunge to
say, thit hon gentleman had smice )onel that iden-
tical Mmstry ~ He believed that, instead of that
alhance strengthemng the Mimstry, 1t would go far
to damage 1t He did not understand 2 gentleman occupy
10g the position of Commissione: of Crown I ands who was
capable of pocketing his pinciples with his first month’s
salary He undeistood principles to be the result of full and
dehberate conviction  He could have no confidence m a
Minister who stated on Friday that he could have no conh-
dence 1n a Mimstry who defended a particular colleague, and
on luesCay consented to occupy the position of that col-
league, and co operate with a4 Mimstiy whom he had for-
merly denounced It would be rememtered that when the
reply to His lixcellency s address was under consider ition,
the present Commisstoner of Crown Lands termed thit ad-
dress, which enuncitted the policy of the Government, a
weik and puny thing, and said that it would be a pity to
crush it, and vet he was now pledged to support that policy ,
and under such circumstances he could not blame the House
tor saying they had no confidence 10 such a Mintster, or, in-
deed, 1n the entire Mimstiy

Mi: STRANGWAYS waa certainly very much surprised
after what had occuried to see the hon membar for the city
(M1 Neales) occupying the position of Commisstoner of
Crown Lands It would be remembered that the motion
which he (Mr Strangways) tabled, expressed gencral dissa-
tisfaction with the Ministry, but the hon mcmber (Mr
Neiles), not satisfied with thus, tabled an amendment, to the
effect that any persistence in defending the conduct of the
Commigsioner of Crown Lands would shake the confidence
of the House in the Government  [he Government did
persist, sticking to the Commasioner of Ciown Lands to
the list, and consequently, according to the terms of the
amendment of the hon mumber (Mr Neales), 1t was quite
clea that he could have no confidence 1n any membel of that
Muustry ‘Ihe hon member considered not only that the
House but the country would have no confidence m the
Ministry after such a coutse Was the accession to office of
Mr Neales to restore the conlidence which he declared to be
wantingon the pait of the House? He would, however,
allow the hon the Comumsstoner of Crown Lauds to follow
his own peculiar frelings and desnes 1t had been generally
understood th it the lite (rovernment would let the Comnus-
sioner of Crown Lands drop and appoint his successor, but
they refused to do that, and tendered their 1esignation  The
resnlt wasthatfour membersot theold Government werc mem-
bers ot the ncw Yamstiy and the Government had practically
thrown overboard the late Commissioner of Crown Lands,
and appointed lus successor He presumed 1t was the 1u-
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tention of the Government to proceed with the Bills which
had been 1ntroduced during thesession as though no nominal
resignation had taken place The Government had had
means of ascertaiming the views of the House upon cvery
measure which they had mtmunated an intention to intro-
duce, aod 1n thé majority ot those cases the opimon of the
House was adverse to those measures If 1t were intended
to proceed with these measures, as though no resignation had
tahen place, the rcsult would be that there would be another
Ministenal eusis within a fortight  1he Govelument who
had tendered then resignation had depended upon almost
every question submutted to the House upon the votes of
three or four members, who at any time were as hkely to
vote against as tor them  In what better position were the
Government pow than the{ were & fortmght ago® Ife
belteved that another fortmight would shew that the Govern-
ment could not command a majority, and therefore that they
had far better wdopt the course which had been suggested by
the hon member tor the Sturt, and at the carhiest possible
opportumty adjourn the House He saw no reason
that a short Act should not be passed, declaning the lists ap-
proved at the Revizion Courts should be the lists for the
next gencial election If the Goveinment considered they
wele in a better position than they were a fortoight ago—1f
they thought they could rely on_majonties sufficicnt to pass
the measuies alluded to in His Excellency's speech, then 1t
would be unnecessuy therc should be a dissolution , but he
-stated distinctly his belief that if those measures were
brought forward, the result would be a Ministenl erisig
within a fortnight  If the Government thought so, he hoped
they would at once 1utioduce an Appropriation Bill, accord-
ing to the salartes now 1n force, and appenl to the country
Ifthey did so, there would be no practical inconvenience o
the present or any future Government It would be neces-
sary also that there should be another short Act, bringing
mto force the electoral lists now being approved by the
Courts of Revisson  If those hists were made available for
the next general election, that election could take place 1n
s1x weeks from the present time  He hoped the Goveinment
would not retam office upon the strength of a few stiay votes
w that House If the Government acted 1n a more de-
termined manner, he beheved that they would
secure many marc votes than at present He believed that
the Government hil lost many votes fiom an impression
that thoy were desirous of ascertaming the views of hou
members before exposing thewrown The Government rmight
adopt another course, and perbaps a more sumple one, if they
thought resignation absolved them from thewr pohtical sins,
namely to tender their resignation every Saturday mght,
and be remstated every Monday moining = (Laughter )

MMr PEAKY hoped to see the Government come down
with a decided policy, and that they would not think of dis-
solving that House before the proper time He believed that
1f the Government acted with proper energy, they would have
suflicient support to caity through their measures Hewould
remind the new Commuissioner of Crown Lands of the Latin
proverb, *Happy 1sthe man whom other men s mistortunes
mahe cautious ' A good deal had been said about a want of
policy on the part of the Goveinment, and the hon member
for t . Stmt had given them a spcech which had afforded
a good deal of amusement, quite 1n the after dinner style,
and it was, nodoubt very good for digestion {t had aroused
tbe Government a little no doubt, but bey ond that he could not
see its point, unlessit wereintended to urge on the Government
to greater excrtion  The hon membcr had tatked a good
deal about policy , but he wounld remind the House that the
late Manistiy had been put out not upon 3y pomnt of poley,
but 1 consequence of the action of a department of which
the Housc did not approve It would consequent:y havebeen
a great mistake to have dissolved the Honse upon so flimsy
a pretext If the Mimistry had been defeated upon a question
of policy, as they mught have been, and probably would have
been, some few days befote, if some hon memnbers had been
in their places, 1t would have been a different thing, and he
should then haveapptoved of then dissolving the House and
appealing to the country, if they deemed 1t pradent  Sceing,
however, the aboitive discussions which had emanated from
that side of the House to get an enunciation of policy fiom
the Goveinment, he saw no use 1n strugghng for minor de-
tails He should assist to pass the ﬁstnmates, where he
thought they were right, and he would assist to bring the
scgsion to a speedy tetmination, after which there could be
an appeal to the country upon those points upon which the
House had differed with the Mamistry

The COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS rose for
the purpose of laying some returns on the table of the
Hoyse

The SPEAXTER said the hon gentleman could not do so,
until the debate had concluded

Che COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS would then
remark that no seat 1n any House, nor any seat m any part
of that House, should induce him to travel through the accu-
sations of the hon membe fo the Stmt, becauseif the
public time was to be wasted n that way, half 1t least might
be saved by not replying to such ittacks (Liughter) He
was qmte sme 1t would be found on an appeal to the country
that they wauted working-men, not orators and he believed
that he would be found to do the work of his department,
that was all he hid undertaken to do 'When the people
tound that the Admmstration did not get the work done
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winch attached to s department, then he would say let the
people do with hum as he wished to do with the previous
occupant of s office, and attack the man, not the Admunis-
tration  He thonght that having been a party to oust that
hon gentleman, that when he was challenged to do better
by accepting office, he could not ietuse to do so,
which would aceount for lus appearing in his piesent post-
tion The proposition for a dissolution had been accepted
by so tew hon members that 1t was not woirth while to enter
upon 4 discussion respecting 1t In reference to the establish-
ments, 1f a lump sum were voted 1t would cert unly make the
work very easy, and departments might be canied on  but
he should ke to know if public woiks could be carried
on 1f theie were a dissolution It appeaied to him
to be an extiaordinary way to mahe public worhs ad-
vance He believed that in any attempt to toice on a dis-
sojution, the hon member for the Sturt would he as success-
ful ashe had been 1 most matters wh ck be had brought
torward duung the session  (Laughter )

Mr HAY complained of the time which was wasted in
useless discussion  He should support the present Mimstry
80 long as he consistently could, and would suggest to those
who were opposed to them that they should bring forwaid a
direct vote of censure He had never smd not heaid it samid
that theie were no other members of that House fit fo hold
office than those who occupied the [reasury benches, but when
he found one party in the House w hose sole objectappeared to
be to obstruct the business, he certainly thought it lugh time
that a mayority of the House should take action and proceed
with the business It the Govirnment were defeited upon
an 1mportant question, such as distillation or immigiation,
or any questions upon w hich the Goveinment tooka decided
stand, that would be 2 fitting occasion for others to be called
upon to supply the places of the Government, or fo1 there to
be a dissolution There were some questions upon which he
should fcel bound to oppose the gentlemen on the Ireasury
benches 1f they took a decided stand in reference to them
With 1espect to the remarkswhich had been made relative to
the 1ntroduction of an Act to enable the electoral hists just
passed to be the lists for the piesent year, he appiehended
that course could not be taken, as the Constitution Act was
80 framed that parties must be s1x manths on the roll before
they could vote  Before there could be any alteration in the
existing system there must clearly be an alteration in the
Constitution Act He hoped, however, that the Government
would mntroduce a Bill by which the1oll about to come into
existence would continue 1 foice for thiee years Let the
Govesnment proceed with business as quickly as they could,
and when they found they could no longer do so let them
either throw up their places o1 dissolve the House

Mi DUFFILLD was much disappointed at the debate
From the prominent position éccupicd by the hon member
for kncounter Bay (Mr Strangways)upon the motion which
caused the Ministry to 1csign he thought that hon member
would have infoimed thie Touse that he had advised His
Excellency to take the course which he now recommended,
namely, t0 dissolve the House He certanly thought the
hon member would have given the House some history of
what took place between lumself and (s Exccllency upon
the occasion of being sent for to torm a Mimstry — He
thought the hon member ought to have recommended His
Excellency to pursae the course which he now 1ecommended
to the Mamstry It was absolute waste of time to carry on
such paltry discussions He was not quite sure that the
hon member fin Lncounter Bay had not picked up the hint
m relerence to dissolution from the hon meiber for the
Stuit, and perhaps the hon member did not consult with
the hon member tor the Sturt prior to sceing His kocel
lency, ot he might have appeated mn a better position that
d

a;

'i’he ATTORNEY-GENERAL said, with eference to the
hon member for the Sturt, that whatever effect that hon
member’s specch nnght have produced upon the Ifouse, he
was quite sure the hon member himself must feel greatly re
heved by it (Laughter ) Lhe hon membes had ¢xpressed
his feclings so fully that he felt satished he must feel m a
mote comtortable position (Renewed laughter ) He thought
with that much he mught satisfy hunself in reference
to all the peisonal matter which the bhon mem-
ber had ntioduced There was one very 1mpoi-
tant question aflecting the great principles of constitu-
tional government, and that was, when questions weicraised,
not of 1mportance as affecting the policy of the Ministry,
but merely the composition of that Ministiy, whetber the
Mimistry should appel to the country e believed thatany
Mumstry who would take that course \vou{d be gmits of a
great violation of duty Those to whom place was ot gicat
1mpor tance, and who were disposed to stiuggle to obtamand
maintain 1t, might pursue such a course, but he was
not anxious to  When the question was merely
whether the piesent occupants of seits or others
should occupy them, 1t was inexpedient and un-
unwise, in his judgment, to appeal to the country When,
however, questions mose upon which he thought 1t really
impostant that the opinion of %{he countiy should be ex-
pressed, and that parties tn that House did not ade juately
represent that opinton, he should advise His Eacellency to
dissolve the IHouse  ITe, however had no 1eason to suppose
that hon gentlemen whom he saw around hum did not ade-
quatcly 1epresent the opinions of those who sent themtheie
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There was nothing, in anything which could be regarded as a
public expression of feeling, which led him to believe that
those atound him did not substantially 1epresent the views
and feelings of those who returned them If, however, the
hon member for the Sturt thought that he did not, and
wighed to be sent back to hie constituents, he would remind
the hov member that he had only got to resign, andif lns
acts and votes really met the apptoval of lus constituents—
if they believed that he had fauly repesented them  they had
only to return him again, and no doubt the hon member
would be more powerful when he came back en-
dorsed with that good opinion than he had been
hitherto  (Laughter ) As any oune had the oppoitunity
of subjecting himself to the test in this way, heacally saw
no neccssity to put the country to the expense and excite-
ment of a fresh election 1t the present time We were 1n a
different position here from England  If 1t wereknown thit
within a fewr months the present Ministry mught be sent back
to their constituents, there wonld be a different elemacent 1m-
poited into the question, but where members were only
elected for thiee years, nothung shoit of a great conflict
ot punciple in which the Mimstiy behieved "the opinion
expressed by the House was opposed to the interests of the
country, or to those who elected them, would justify a disso-
Intion  Individually, he would take that opportunity of
expressing his high appiectation of the zeal and ability with
wlhich the late Comussioner of Crown Lands discharged the
duties of lus office  If that gentleman had made it n any
respect a point that he shouﬁi be continued 1 office, he (the
Attorney-General) should have felt that rather than sacrihce
him, he should have decined to torm an Admimstration
But the late Commssioner of Crown Lands, in the most
handsome manner, declined to put the Admimstration 1
such a position that his claims could possibly interfere
with the formation of a new Mimstry ‘That being the case,
he (the Attorney-General) then tequested his hon colleague
(Mr Neales) to accept the position which he now occupied
Those not farmihiar with the artifices and weapons of party
war might think there were some giounds for the obser-
vations wiich had beecn made 1m refetence to the late Com-
misstoner of Crown Lands, for theie were peisons who
employed weapons without considersng whether they were of
such a charictes as sciupulous men would stoop to pick up

The motion was then put and cairted

MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY

The SPEAKLR announced the receipt of message No 3,
from His Exce'lency the Governoi, imtimating thut sums
had been placed on the Estimates tor Lands [itles Registra-
tion, and the Suivey of Ciown Lands

IMMIGRATION
The COMMISSIONLR, OF CROWN LANDS lud upon
the table 1eturns wiuch had been moved for, relative to
mmmgration, which were ordered to be printed

PROSECUTION BY ATTORNEY GENERAL STA1U1E
LAW CONSOLIDATION BILL

The ATIORNEY-GENERAL having moved the second
reading of this Bill, begred toreply to 4 remaik of the hon
member for Ibast Lorrens (Mr Glyde) in reference to a prcvi-
ous debute, what heunderstood was, that the receiptof theae-
signation of the Mmistiy, and the acceptance of it by His kx-
cellency were equivalent The Governoracted conditionally in
the matter, accepting the resignation upon theappointment of
the successors to the partics resigning  The acceptince was
completed when successors were appointed  If no sncces-
sC1S wete appointed, then the acceptance was not complete,
and thiere was no necessity tor the re-ippomtment of those
who had tendered their resignation Lhe resignation in
fact was not complete till there had been a {osmal notice in
the Government Gazefte I'o recur to the Bill of which he
had moved the second reading 1ts object wis to comprise 1n
one Act the various scattered provisions telatise to the tnal
of offenders It was founded upou a Bill intioduced list
session tn the Imoenal Parlament by the Letd Chancellor,
and 1n all probability that Bill was, or would shortly be, the
law of England It wasmportant there should be a codifi-
cation of a very important branch of law It 1t were 1n-
tended there should be any change in the law, he should
enter mto details, but 1t was not necessary, the object
merely bemng to consohd ile the laws already 11 existence

1he 'RISASURKR seconded the motion

Lhe ACIORNLY-GENERAL stated, in reply to Mr
Strangways, who stated that he did not preusely understand
the sceond clause, that the Suprerne Court had jutisdiction
over any person charged with felony, unless the question
arosc as to hus being the subject ot a foreign state.

The Bill was 1cad a second time and passed through Com-
muttee 1ts further considerition being made an Order of the
Day tot the following 1hursday

MALICIOUS OFFENCES AGAINSI' PROPER1Y
SIAIUIE LAW CONSOLIDATION BILL
The ATIORNEY GONERAL, in moving the second
reading of this Bill, said that he was not aware 1t con-
templated any alterition in the law  Like the previous Bill,
it comprised statutes from the reign of Hemy VI to her pre-
sent Majusty s It was not necessary to enter wnto detail

The I RTASURLR seconded the motion
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Mr MIT.DRED objected to offenders under 18 years of age
bemg liable to corporcal pumshment, and moved that the
provision be expunged  be lash was a 1elic of a batbarous
age, and should not be allowed to disgrace our statute-book
Reference to fiogging occurred 1 the Act some thuty times ,
nor was 1t mtended to be merely a moderate punishment, for
a Juvemle offender, but was additional to incaiceration and
solitary confincment

Mr LINDSAY would sooner substitute death than
flogging  He would rather lose his head than be publily
flogged

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL thoght the hon member
differed fron most of the world as to the relative importance
of different parts of thebody (Laughter) Iuvery man, how-
cver, was the best judge as to which was of the gretest ser-
vice to mm  (Renewed laughter)

Lhe provision 1n_ reference to whipping was after some
discussion, confined to offenders under 14 yeais of age

The Bull was read a second tune and passed through Com-
mittee, 1ts further consideration being made an Order of the
Day for the following 1hursday

ACCLESSORIES IO INDICTABLE OFFENCES SrPA-
TULE LAW CONSOLIDALION BILL
Upon the motion of the ALTORNLY-GLNERAL, this
Bill was also read a second time and pissed through Com-
mittee, 1ts further considertion being made an Oi1der 4 the
Day for the following Lhursday

STRATHALBYN AND GOOLWA TRAMWAY BILL
The COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS moved
that the Strathalbyn and Goolwa Lrunway Bill be referred
to a Select Commttce to report on the preamble thercof A
very long debate took place upon his motion for leave to mn-
troduce this Iill, and vanious opimions were expressed as to
the ronte which should be adopted In 1ailwiy bills, how-
ever, thae was generally a difference of opiulon as to the
route, and the couise inivauably adopted i 1eference to all
railway bills was one which was satisfiztory to the House
and the country, that 13, there was a full 1ny estigation before
a Committce of the allegitions and statements which had
been made, from which the best joute was generally
ascertuned It wes yery easy for pasons wn that House to
state their views n refercnce to the 1oute and engineering
difficulties and those statements weie not so casily met as
betore a Committce It hd, therefore been a plan wizely
adopted by that House, that the second reading should be
preceded by a full and 1mpartiid enquny mto the merts of
the vanous routes, &c¢  1hs con'se had been adopted n
rcference to the extension of the Gawla 1 ulw iy to Kapunda,
and although the uxgun y extunded over many daysat teuded
to clear up and elucidaite the great question ot communication
by railways Lastsesxion the ITouse wished enquiry micfer-
ence 1o the proposed hne fiom section 11240 Kapunda, and a
great deal of umportant information was aequued by th.t
enguiry  In noway different was the proposal to connect
Strathalbyn with the scaboard  ‘lhe Government had satis-
fied thumsclves of the propriety of the ioute which thus Bill
propased to adopt, avd they were also satistied that the en-
quiry before a Cominttee would show that they had taken
Rhe proper course When he pieviously iddressed the
House upon this subject, several hon membets expressad 4
desire to have the evidence of My Hargreaves and others
taken before the Cominittee, and he 81w no oljection to that
course, satisfied that the repot of the Comuuttee
would fully justify the Government in  the course
which they had  taken All he ashed wis, that
there should be the fullest enquuy into the matter Ife be-
heved that the southein parts of the colonv had a nght to
expect that this addition should be made to then means of
communication It was a prosperous portion of the colony,
and there was every probabihty of alaige amount of tiathe
passing down the line  He beheved, fiom letters which he
had 1ecerved from tota'ly disinterested paities, that the nght
hine had been chosen, and he would ask the House to give
effect to the resolution wiuch they had adopted last session
lhe ALLORNEY-GENLRAL seconded the motion
Mr REYNOLDS swas sorry that he was not prepared to
go with the Government upon this oceasion (Hear, howr )
He was quite prepared to adoitt that the southern portinn of
the colony was entitled to better commumcition than at
present, but he wag not piepared to admit that the Govern-
ment had rtruck upon the best course, the best line to open
up that commumeation Ie had been over the Jine from
Strathalbyn to Goolwa, and except one 01 two patches it was
a desert, and theaie were some fearfully heivy wossing-
places He consideied that line was not-the best  Tle had
been over the other, and had no hesitation 1 saying thit the
Iine to Milang was decidedly the beat.  The Government had
given the House no information, no plans no estimates,
and asked the 1{ouse toapproveof a Bill toauthoi:se them to
expend a large sum of money without theie being any esti-
mates before the Houve, any level huies ot anything elsc, in
fact the House o1 1© Commuttee of tte House we e asked to
do what the Government ought to have aone in ordet to
have aftorded the House information  He admitted that Mr
Hrgreaves was 2 very clever man, but histcport was so
meacre that it 1eally afforded nodata The Commissioner of
Public Works upon the fust icading of the Bil, said that
he should be prepared with cettain plans, but he (M1 Rey-
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nolds) had not scen them, nor did he beheve bad avry one
else  l'here were no plaus—nonc even on the hibrary table,
and no cstimtes, yet the House were asked to 1ssent to a
Committee to prove the preamble  In other matters of this
kind the Gos etnment had not only given an estimate of the
cost, but of the traflic 1eturns, here, however theie was
nothung of the kind  He wished to know the difference n
the cost between tramways and locomotave rulways, for it
appeared to him thit if they had locomotive rulways 1t
would not be necessary to have engines of the power which
they had on the Poit line, a highter sort, siuch as were used in
an adjomming colony, would answer He was satisfied
that 1t would be a perfect waste of fime to appomnt
2 Committce as no one who had seen the line
from Strathalbvan to Goolwa would suppoit 1t 1n prefer-
ence to the Iine trom Strathalbyn to Ahlang  As an amend-
ment, he should move that the matter be reteired to a Select
Commttee that day six months  Independently of the line
quggested not being the best hine, he would remin! the
Ilouse that the Government had authorised the survey of a
line of 1wy by the valley of the Sturt, and that noieport
upon that line had yet been made
Mr GLYDI should oppose the motion of the Comms-
stoner of Public Warks, though not fiom any factious oppo-
sition to the Government or because he wished to 1gnore the
claims of the South to railway o1 tramway wccommodatson ,
but it did apper to him hke an unprecedented proceeding for
the Goverament to come to thit House andask for a Select
Committee upon any Bill A tew days ago the House had
been asked to assent to the first reading of the Bull, and the
Government then stated they were satished the line proposed
wis the best Lhe proper cowmse then, he apprehended,
would have been for the Government to ask the Bull to be
read a sccond tune, and if the House then stated thit they
doubted the statistics brought forward by the Govelnment,
he could then understand why the Government should con-
sent to a Sclect Commuttee, but for the Goveinment at thig
stage to ask tor a Select Comnuttee appeared to him to be a
proof of either then 1ndolence or mmcompetency lLhe
Government received about £€5,000 a year for doing that
which they now asked half a dozen members of that House
to do fot them He objected to the duty of the Government
being thrown upon a Select ( ommittee
Mi MILNL had a thorough knowledge of the country
through whicht 1t was proposed the tramway should pass,
and although he intended to oppose such a line, he should
cettainly not opposc giving mfoimation upon the subject to
hon mempoers When the question was mooted Iast session,
be strongly opposed 1 line from Strathalbyn to Goolwa, be-
leving that neither the pomnt of departwmic nor the tcrminus
wias correct Immcdiately after leaving Strathalbyn to go
to (Goolwa, you ot mto 1 scrub, 2nd never left1t till you got
to Goolwa Hc believed the proper courseto be by the Valley
of the Bremer He could not sce any advantage in making
the terminus at Goolwa, but dmitted that the mformation
before the Tlouse was not sufficient to enible hon membcrs
tojudge He thought this movement premature, and that
many poiuts should be settled before such & work as this was
contemplited For mstance he thought they should see
whethct the channel of the Muriay between Mundoo Island
and Hindmarsh cculd be improved.  He could see no objec-
tion to the appointment of a Commttee, which might open
the eyes of the Government but believing the schieme to be
premature, he must oppose the second reading
The TREASURER suppotted the motwn for the appoint-
ment of & Cotnrmittee It had been objected that theie were
no plans and esttmates to enable members to judge of the
ments of the proposed radway , but he would poust out that
1t way stated tn the preamble that the plans and estimaites
were at the Surveyor-General 3 office, and one ot the otects
of the Comnuttec would be to ascatun that fact It was
always usual, when the Government intio fuced y Bill of thig
character toefer 1t to a Committec to examine the diffetent
linez and go into the question of t1iffic, and the advisability
of the ratlway  When hon members sard there was no pre-
cedent tor guch a course as this, 1t was quite clear they had
not looked it the records, every railway Bill whuch had been
introduced having been supported by the recommendation
of a Sclect Commuttce 1he Kapunda Bill, for mstance, was
precedcd by the veport of a Commttee before bemg read 2
secont tim¢  Lhat was a precedent, and the Goverunment
11 mmtroducing the present Bill were merely carrying out the
expiessed wish of the House during last session, the House
having passed a resclution that Strathalbyn should be con-
nected with the seaboud by a tramway Ruval hines had
been suggcsted 1t having beensuggested that the line should
go thiough Milang, but n considenng the best hne
of railway he would point out that they should not consider
whether the line would pass through the best line of agni-
cultural country for a short distance but the readiest and
cheapest mode of enabling the farmers 1n the vicinity of
Strathalbyn to get to a market If the produce were tilen
fiom Strathalbyn to Milang 1t had to be shipped, and it
must be m a smill cratt, notin a sca-gomg craft, thus there
would be two shipments , sbut by the Bill betore the House
the Goo'waand IPoit Blliot kramway would be extended to
Strathalbyn, and 1t Port Llhot weie not considered a plice
1n which to stup 1 a sea-gong vessel a very short extension
*of the line to Yictor Harbor would answer all requirements
for many ycars to come. 1lheic were many sound reasons
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for adopting the Goolwa Line 1n preference to Milang He
had really heard no argument against the course proposed by
the Commssioner of Public Works plans and cstimates
bemg ready tn the Surveyor General s Office tor thc Com-
mittee

Mr PEAXTUshould oppose the maotion, forthe simple reason
th it he thought the project prematuie Another reazon w8
that he had an objection to making 4 1ailway or tramway
parallel with a hne of water communication He did not
think they had encugh money to spend to justify them in
puiswing such a course as that I[hen he objected to this
dubtous tramway—he didn’t believe in tramways A great
deal of tune had been consumed and tiouble tdlen 1n deter-
muning the relative merits of railways and tramways, and it
wag decuded that tiamways, after bemg weighed m the
balance, were found wanting  But he objected particularly
to the project, because the problem had not yet been solved
whether there might not be a route by the Valley of the Stuit
He would point out that the distance between Strathalbyn
and Milang was only 13 mles, and i reference td internal
communication, he thought 1egard should be had to some-
thing which a farmer could aclneve maday Whercver a
farmer had been placed witlun a day s cooamuncation of a
market, he thought that all which could be 1easonably ex-
pected had been done for him, considering the limited means
avallable for the purpose In America, where the commerce
was immense, he was awdre that 1ailwv1ys sometimes tun
}mmllel with rvers, but that dav had not yet arrived hee
They should wut to see what communication there would be
between the capital and the South-kustern Distiict No
inyuy could 1esult friom delay

Mr" ROGERS was really surpnsed at the re
fusal to tahe evidence upou the subect, though
he was not surprised at the opposition of thc hon
member for the Sturt, who appeared disposud to op-
pose every thung, (()Fposmun was his element  (Laughter )
1he last speaker had spoken ibout parties being only one
day’s Journey from a mark:t already, but if a Committee
were appomted, no doubt evidence would be given to show
how 1t was that they did not avail themselves of that route
Sutely as there was a difference ot upimon about the route,
the more 1nformation they had upon the subject the better
It appeared to hun that some hon members had preudged
the case, and were deternuned not tQ have any information
It was quite possible 1f the tramway were constructed, that
a hght engine might eventually be put upon tt, but 1u the
meantiume, let them have horse-power 1t was a level country
to Milang, and a level country to Goolwa (Oh oh) Hon
membersgaid *“oh, oh,” but he perfectly well knew what the
country was The present cost of conveymg produce to
market from Strathubynt was from 12d to 15d per bushcl,
-and as for aline by Bieme, that would be in quite a different
direction to thit which was required He considered that
the House n refusing a Committee would be acting incon-
sistently, as last session they passed a resolution to the
effect, that 1t was desnable there should be communication
between Strathalbyn ard the seaboard

Mr ANDREW? sard 1t was always with much regret he
felt bound to oppose thé Government 1 reference to the ex—
penditure of funds, but there were duties which devolved
upon representatives, from the peitormance of which heas a
representati e should not shrin It maght bo gerfectly com-
petent for the Government to prove the preamble, but 1t was
in s recollection that there was a sort ot pledge ur tacit
undeistanding that before any decision was arrived at, re-

orts upon different lines should be laid betore the House
Supposing the Goveinment proved the preamble of the il
the House would still be left in the same discussio 1 1n wheh
they were 1uvolved thatday Hon membeis who had seen the
map must know that the hine to Goolwa was through
nothing but scaub, whiist the hne deviating shightly to Milan
was infimtely superior He had travelled the countrv an
had derived pleasme on passing along that to Milang, for on
every sude therc were nduwcations ot successful settiers, but
it was  absolute misety to nde along the hine from
Strathalbyn to (oolwa

Mr HAY, after the remarks of the previous speaker, was
disposed to support the G vernment 1n the appointment of a
Select Commuittee He had been over the country between
Goolwa and Strathalbyn, and Strathalbyn and Milsng, and he
would say he thought it premature yet to talk about making
a railway in that direction  Whilst surveys by the Valley of
the Sturt were pending, and there was yet a prospect of
connecting the conntry behind Mount Lofty ranges with
Gulf 8t Vincent, evary effort chould be made to accomplish
that instead of gomg to the Lake. At Milang or Guolwa
wheat was 12d¢ to 16d less per bushel than 1t was in Ade-
laide, so that 1t appeared to lim 1f there weie a rallway to
Goolwa 1t would be of very little advantage to Strathalbyn,
wheat at Goulwa bemng, he could inform the House, worth
1s per bushel less than it was at Adelaide or Port Adelude
He believed the botte) course would be to deliy the eonsidera-
tion of the question for a year or two, 1n the hiope of yet con-
necting the back country of which he had spoken with
Adelmide  He should, under any circumstances, oppose the
construction of a tramway nstead of railway beheving that
except where 1t was required—for instance to shiporeata
very short distance from the spot at which 1t was raised,
there was nothing between macndamized roads and railways
He believed that the maiter had only to go to a Sclect Cotn-
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mittee to shew that it was premature At all events he
hoped that a tramway 22 mules m length would never be
mtroduced 1 South Australia, particularly when the
country was of such a nature as it was between Strathalbyn
and the (roolwa, that there was no prospect of there being a
paying traffic  Before such works were undertaken it should
certainly be shewn there was a prospect of the traflic paying
the workmg expenses

Mi SIRANGWAYS was suipiised at the course pursued
by some hon membets  Some said they knew nothing at all
agout the matter and he belheved that was about right
(Laughter } He should support the motion for the apppint-
ment of a Commuttee, 1f the Attorney General or the Commis-
sioncer of Public Works could explun satisfactoiily to him
how 1t w3 that the 4th clause had been allowed to stand,
giving the Commissioners power to appoint and remove
officers that being a prmciple which had been directly re-
Jected by the House lhe hon member for the Burra (Mr,
Peake) smd that he should oppose the proposition, be-
cause it was unwise to construct a tramway parallel with
water communication, but the hon member had forgotten
his Buchd for, although at onc point there would be  dis-
fance of 13 miles between the two lines, they ullimately
met, so that they could not be termed paraliel hines
It the Goveinment, before brnging this subject for-
ward, were to get all the information which had
been 1efeired to about clearing Holmes’s Channel,
and so on, the probawmlity was that they would
not be able to bring 1t forward for a good many years, and
probnbly a quater of the mone§ asked for by this Bill would
be expended i what would be entiely useless He ad-
mitted there was a considerable quantity of sciub through
which the proposed line would pass, but there was also 4
consider ible quntity of good country, and as the people of
the south were not proud, :f the House would not give
them a locomotive railw iy they would take a tramway

Mi: HAWKLR should support the amendment of the
hon member foi the Sturt for rany 1e1sons  Before the
Government had asked thit House to appoint a Commuttee
they should, at any rate, have given them further mnforma-
tion upon the subject, but the Government had not shown
either the necessity of the proposed railroad, or that there
was 4 probability of 1t paz’mg working cxpenses In the
next place, it appeared that the Committee were not to con-
sider which would be the best line to connect Strathalbyn
with the scaboard, but merely to consider the preamble to
this Bill It the mstructions to the Comruttee were of a
more general character — 1f, for instance, they weie
appointed to consider whether the pioposed line
would be advisable or not—he should not have
opposed the appomntment of a Committee , but af
the motion bctore the House were carried, the Com-
mittee would be pledged mercly to consider whether the
preamble was proved ~ It mught appear a trifling matter to
expend 60,000/, but he contended 1t was the duty of that
House to see that the moncy was expended 1 4 manner
which would he most advantageous for the nterests of the
colony He had throughout becn of a contrary opinion, and
he Lelieved that the time of the Commuittee, 1f appointed,
would ve most unprofitably occupicd, a large majority of that
House having made up their minds to throw the Bill ont
upon the second reading Clearly f hon membeis had
already made up their minds to throw the Bill out, 1t would
be a gross waste of titne now to refer 1t to a Select Com-
mittee ‘Fo hear some hon members speak, 1t would really
be imagined that no lines of 10ad had been formed from this
district to the sewpoaid  They quite forgot the cnormous
amounts which had been already spent The first roads

which had been commenced 1n the colony wee to
Mount Barker, Strathalbyn, and Willunga, and the
petsons  who inhabited those districts, had the ad-

vantagcs of roads which those resident 1n the north did
not enjoy for years afterwards Roads being made 1n the
Noth opened up an enormous country, being the cominence-
ment of a large trunk line of raillway, but what countiy
would be opened up by the construction of the rmlway pro-
posed by this Biil” His own opimon was that not a shilhing
should be Jaid out in any railway till the Burra mine was 1n
communication with the Port, as enotmous numbers of the
laboring population would be thrown out of employ 1if fuel
could not be conveyed to the smelting works Hundreds and
thousands of bullocks died upon the road from the inclemency
of the weather and want of food, and 1t was clear that the
system of tiathe to the Buria must be changed One of the
main resources of the country was the Buna, for if that
were shut up what would be the mmeial iesources of the
colony 1n comparison » Heshould support the amendment,
believing that the proposed expenditure of 60,000{, thouzh
benelicial, perhaps, to a few individuals, would be a loss to
the country at lacge , and feelm,%lt would bea waste of tune
to appoint a Committee upon a Bill 1n refeience to which a
majonity ol the House had already made up their minds

Mi DUNN was anxious that the countiy should be
examined, and the {Jrobable traffic ascertaine i before voting
on this question 1t was impossuble in the absence of 1afor-
miton to determine which line would be the best

Mr MchLLISTER moved that the debate be adjourned
ti1l the following day  (No, no)

1he ATTORNEY-GENERAT, shoult support the molion
for refereing the Bl to 1 Sulect Comnietee, and should have
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been quite satisfied with saying that much had if not
been to1 the course the debate had taken Inreferencetoa
rcmark of the hon member for Encounter Bay relative toa
patticular clavse remaiming 1 the Bill he thought the hon
member would see that n answer was unnccessary as the
Ball iwing been laid upon the table of the House could only
be aitcred by the anthority of the Honse itself The fact
was that the Bill was prepared before the resolution to winch
the hon member had alluded bad been winved 1t He under-
stood there were two objections , the first being raised by the
hon member for East lotiens, Mr Glyde who com-
iaimed that the Government had shnked o duty
For which they were paid and the hon member being
an adioit financey, had stated the precise sum
1cceived by the Government  The hon member also,
m the exercise ef that prudence for which he was so distin-
guished, dechined to doanything for which he was not paird
1he hon member munst scttle that pomnt with Ins consti-
tuents, 1if lie declined to do his duty as a member of Parha-
ment, unless he received 4 special honoraram for 1t The
cowse which the Mimstry had taken in this mstance was
precisely that which they had taken mn every case in wluch a
il had been introduced tor the construction of a raiway
In reference to the Gawler Railway, the Government pro-
posed to have the Bill 1¢ad a second time before 1t had been
referred to a Sdlect Commnittes, and this course was a9-
gsented to, but with the distinct understanding that the
gsecond retding would not affirm the principle of the Bull,
unless the 1epcrt were favourable The Gove.nment took
that as the tcchug of the House, that they ought not to be
called upon to affirm a B 1] till they were 1n possession of
specific evidence to shew whether the proposed line would be
piofitable or not lhe next case mn which the Govelnment
moved for a Sclect Computtee was relative to the extension
to Kapunda  On the next occasion the Government did not
propose the appowntment of 2 Select Committee, but
the reason wag that the matter had already been under the
consideration of the House, and had been decded upon
Every hon member had a night to say however much he
approved of raitway extension, that he requncd to be m-
tormed whether the proposed hne was best, and this infor-
mation conld only be obtamed by enqury before a Select
Commuttee If it had not heen proposed to appoint a Seleet
Commuttee, 1t was quite clem that no one would have been
more forward 1 denouncimg such a courre, than the hon
members fo1 East Tortens and the Stwit  Thare were some
persons whom 1t was utterly impossible for the Government
to sattsfy, and the Government must be prepaica to en-
counter their opposition at cvery step  He hoped to be wble
to satisty a majority ot the House that the Government had
taken the proper course as regarded their position towards
that FHouse 'Thete were another cluss ot objectors, who saxd
thit the South was not entitled to the pioposed tramway,
that the money alieady spent in roads bDetween Adelaae,
Strathalbyn, and Witlunga, had met the fann demands of the
HSouth  He must confess that his conviction diffeaed wath
thewrs e had alw:lt\}'s been  prepared o support
railwny extension to the North, bat at the same tine he had
always smd that he should be pregared to support a railway
to conneet the southan portios of the country with the sca-
board He considered that the Goveinnent had given a
pledge to that cffect, a pledge which he was picpared to re-
deem e thiought that the House wae pustaken m refer-
ence to the powels of the Commttee to whom it was pro-
posed to refer thus Bill, for 1f it could be shewn that the
object of the Government aud thatof the scttlers of the South
would be better accomphished by a tramway to Milang, it
would be perfeetly competent for the Commuttee to report to
that effect 7Tncte was nothmg whatever to it the en-
quuries of the Comnuttee 1 refetence to that portion of the
title of the Bill to connect Strathalbyn with the seaboard
Having said that mach he was satisfied to lcave the question
m the hands of the House Tle had always hitherto been a
strong advocate of ratlway extension, p epared to pledge the
revenues of the colony for the purpose of bringmg
the great centres of production into connectior  with

the seaboard His policy remuned unchanged, but
circumstances had occurred which had 1induced him
in some 1cspects to  modify  hus  views If the

views recently expressed i that House in reference to sweep-
g away the duty on sprits and stopping imumgiation, were
to recerve the sanction of the Legislature, m justice to our
own character he must refuse to borrow auy moie moncey,
because no person, he apmeliended, could contemplate
aweeping away the duty on spirits without expecting that the
deficicncy wonld have to be made up by direct taxation
(* Question, qaestion )  He would endcavor to keep within
the Limits of the question  He believed 1t would be unwise,
and would probably prove wmimious to our i1eputation, to
borrow money, when the only hope of repaying it cuuld be by
direct taxation  If they contemplated raismmg the funds to
meet the principal and interest on lowms by direct tanation,
he should vute against 1ncuriing any fiesh responsibilities,
howevet advantagceous to the commumty the works wlnch
nught be undataken with them might be® He should sup-
poit the appointment ot a Sclect Commuttee, because that
Committec would enqmire mnto 2ll matters connected with the
subject, and 1t would be only just to the South that mcans
should be afforded of carrying produce to the scaboud which
this Bill provided
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The SPEAKER then put the question— That the wor's
proposed to be omutted stand part of the question”—ts
being 1n cffect the otyginal motion, which was carried by a
majority of 7, the votes, ayes 16, noes 9, being as follow —

Ayes, 16 —lhe Attorney-General, the Commssioner ot
Crown Lands, Messrs Cole Haivey, Hay, Lindsay, MacDer-
mott, Milne, Owen, Rogers, Shannon  Solomon, Strangways,
the freasurer, D1 Waik, the Commussioner of Public
Wotks (telle )

Nocs, 9 —Messrs  Andrews, Dullield, Glyde, Hawher,
McElhster, Mildred, Peake, I'ownsend Reynolds (teller )

Lhe Committee appomtcd were—Messts Cole, Dunn, Fay,
Mine, Rogets, Strtangways, and themover

The remaunng business was postpondd, and the House ad-
Journed at hve miiutes to 6 o clock till 1 o'clock on the fol-

lowing day
—_——
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

WFDNESDAY, JUNF 8

‘1 he PRESIDENT took the chair at 2 o’clock

Present—lhe Hon the Chief Secietiry, the Hon
Captain Hall, the Hon Captamn Scott, the Hon A Forster
the Hon John Morphett, the Hon Dr Everaid, and the
Hon Captamn Bagot

BOTANIC GARDEN
The Hon the CHIEF SECRLLIATRY laid on the table a
commumcation from the Committee of the Botanic Gaiden
enquired for by Drr Davis
Ordered to be read and printed

CONSOLIDAILION OF SFATU1E LAW TFOR
OFFENCES OF A PUBLIC NALURE
Ordcred to be read a thud tuncon Luesday next

OFFLNCLES AGAINS! HE PERSON
1 s Bull was read a third time and pissed

CONSOLIDALION OF STAIUIE LAW, LARCLYNY,
AND OI'HER OFFLNCES

Upon the CHILEF SLCRII'ARY moving the third rcad-
g of this Bull,

‘lhe Hon Mr FORSTER ashed whether the Dills having
reference to the alterition in the Statute Law now before the
Counecil were 1dentical witn those the IHouse of Assembly
WCre NOW passing

fhe Hon the CHIEF SECRUTARY 1ephed that they
were not 1dentical, but were simular 1 their provisions

Upon the motion of the Hon Captain SCOT'L, the Bill was
committed

I'he Ilon Captain SCOI'Y said that s reason for having
the Bill recommitted was to consider the 12th clause, which
he thought was vanting in some terms to give effect to the
intention of the frameis of it After the word “ Leland,”
as the clwuse stood, 1t did not refer to persons  the neish-
boring colonics, nor in fact to any of Her M uesty’s domi-
nons  As he understood the itention of the clause 1t was
meant to apply to any ot Her Majesty’s possessions abroad
It merely said Great Britamn, Ireland, or any foreign state
He thought the intention of the Act was to mcluﬁt. India,
and all other possesswons of theCrown , and he would suggest
that words which would have that opcration should be -
serted 1n the clause IIe pioposcd to insert after the word
Ircland, the words “‘or Her Majesty’s posscssions at home
or abroad ™’

Lhe Hon Mr TORSTER said, with 1espect to the clause
i the Bill then before the Council, he had the same objec-
ton to 1t as he advanced on the previous day with refeience
to another Biil, that 1t contained 2 large amount of unneccs-
gary verbiage He thought 1t was not at all newssary to
particularize 8o munulely IForif a minute paiticalanzation
were used, many things might be omtted which it
would hc mmportant to 1etain, and which would be lost
mcrely because they did not come under some patticular
desciiption  He thought the clause would be made more
complete by stiking out ali unnecessary verbiage, and that
the words ““any of Her Majesty’s possessions at home or
abrond” would be comprehensive enough  In making that
suggestioa, he had no wish to cubariass the Chicf Secretnry
1 getting the Bill passed

The Hon the CHIEF SECRETARY sud he would not
object to the amendment

lhe Hon Mr MORPHLIT said that there was not any
United Kingdom of Great Britain or Ireland  ‘Lhe general
term United Kimmgdom would 1nclude both  If not 1t would
1nply that Ireland belonged to some other power

The Hon Mr FORSI'wR could not see the nccessity of
saymg ** (zreat Britain or Ineland ”°  He wuuld suggest that
the words be ** Great Britain and Ineland ’

The Hon the CUIEF SECRETARY read the clause from
the lunghsh Act, which had been adopted, and which con-

tuned the *“or’ betwecn the words Great Britun and
Ireland

lhe HMon Mr MORPHETT mmagmed that the sumple
words ** Great Bnitain ' would refer to the United
hingdom

IThe PRESIDENYT sud theic was no doubt there was
some spectal 1eason tor retumng the phraseology ot the clauee
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The Hon Mr FORSIER believed there was, although he
could not understandit It seemed 1t had been adopted from
the Enghsh Act, but he would not adopt 1t for that 1eason
It was quite a misnomer to callit the United Kingdom and
exclude Ireland

‘I he clause was eventually amended as follows —After the
word “fund’ 2nd hine 4th page * of Sonth Australia or any
of Her Mayesty’s possessions at home o abroad *”

1he remainder of the clauses to No 54 were passed with
verbal amendments, and the further consideration of the
Bill made an Order of the Day for Tuesday next

THE WESTERN BOUNDARY

The Hon Mr MORPHETT rose to move the consideration
1n Comtmttee of an address prepared for presentation to Her
Majesty respecting the western boundary of the province
He remarhked that the address had been drawn up 1n a tem-
perate and respectful manner, and prayed for the annexation
of the territory lying outside the western boundary of South
Australin  1he subject matter of the piayer of ¢he address
was within the power of Her Majesty’s Government, and the
annexation was desirable for this additional reason, that no
iand should remain unoccupted which could be turned to
profitable account, and thig terrtory could only be oceupied
under the auspices of the South Australian Government
England was dependent on Australia for a valuable staple
article of produce and this strip of countrg should be given
to the only colony which could make profitable use of 1t, 1nas-
much as 1t would add to the wealth of the colony, and would
gradnally become piepared for agricultuial and other pur-

ses 'The Hon the Chief Secretary had informed the

ousé on a previous occasion that South Australia possessed
3,000,000 sheep, and with this large amount of stock, it was
the more requsite that we should have more country
The importance of the tract of land apphed for was
admitted by the Secretuny of State for the Colomies in
kangland l>1'1 1786 the colony "of New South Wales was
humted on one side by the 154th, and on the other by the
136th degree of east longitude, so that the western boundary
hine of that period cut South Austraha 1n half [here was
subscguently an imperal Act passed to give effect to a local
Act defining the boundary of New South Wales as the 154th
and the 120th degrees of east longitude, which latter line
forms the present eastern boundary of Western Austraha
Jhere was an especial proviswn made that Her “Majesty
might detach that portion of ternitory west of South Aus-
tralia, 80 that by a local Ordinance embodied 1 an imperial
statute, power was reserved to Her Majesty to detach the
teiritory m question  Ihere was not a harbor on the coast,
and the only com'numcation with the interior from the sea-
board would have to be by our harbor of Fowler's Bay
When Her Majesty’s advisers were more fullg informed of
the relation which that strip of territory had to our colony
they would see the proprety of accedsng to the prayer of the
memorial

1 he House then went into Commtiee on the address

L he first two paragraphs were passed as read

On cousideration of the third paragraph commencing—

“We respectfully submit to Your Bajesty, that 1t 1s -
portant to the United Kingdom that all possible facilities
ahould be afforded for the depasturing of sheep in Australa,
as many ot the finer British fabrics manly depend upon the
wool grown n this 1sland”’—

The Hon Captain IIALL observed that the address had
been characterised by sound reasoning, respectful and terse
language, excepting that portion which called attention to
the dependance of England on the Australun colomes He
was of opinion that the value of Austrahan woole was well
Jnown in kngland, and such a suggestion was out of place

in an address to Her Majesty, and also an interruption fo the *

line of argument

The Hon 3Mr MORPHLTT was of opinion that great
ignorance existed mn England about the Austrahan colonies,
and he shquld wish to retain the words

The Hon Captain HALL would withdraw s objection

The 4th paragraph was passed without discussion

The 5th Ulause referred to the importance of the early set-
tlement of that tract of country under the authorily of
British law, and the importance of affording protection to
the first settlers

The Hon Captmn BAGOT thought that the case might be
putina stronger form The pnstoral wants of the colony
were rapidly extending, and the terrrtory 1n question would
shortly be occupied by South Australian settlers It would
be desirable to state this, and to show that the colomsts of
South Australiz had not only in view the crease of tern-
toryé, but the speedy and profitable occupation of waste
lands

The Bon Captain HALL thought 1t desirable to postpone
the consideration of this paragraph, as he had reason to
beheve that some flocks had crossed the boundary Alieady

The Hon Captain BAGOIL would not press his amend-
ment

The Hon Mr MORPHETT saw no objection to an amend-
ment, which would make the address more foreible Nor
had he any objection to the consideration of the paragraph
being reserved

Consideration of the clause was postponed

The Housc then adjourned till Tucsilay next, at 2 o’clock
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HOUSE OF-ASSEMBLY

WEDNESD \Y, JUNB 8
The SPEAKER took the chatr at 1 o’clock

THE UNEMPLOYED
Mr OWEN presented a petition, signed by 285 working
men, praying the House to urge upon the lugecutive Govern .-
ment the necessity of procceding with the IKapunda line of
Railway, the Waterworks, &c, mnoider that the petitioners
might obtain a remunciative rate of wages
The petition was recerved and read

NOTICES OF MOTION

Notices of motion were given, relative to the survey of the
mouth of the Muiray, the S.rathalbyn and Goolwa tramway,
the Waste Lands Act, Mintaro, Post-Office at Stockport,
and surveys at Kapunda, and Mr BARROW gave notice
that, contingent upon a question of which the hon member
for Encounter Bay (Mr Stiangways) had given notice,
being put, he should sk the Attorney-General whether he
considered 1t part of hig duty to act as referce in reference to
newspaper reporting, and whether the hon member for En-
counter Bay was aware of the absurdity of the notice stand-
1ng m s naine  (Laughter )

THE PUBLIC SERVICE.

The following notice of motion 1n the name of Mr Strang-
ways lapsed 1n consequence of the absence of that hon
meinber—

“Lhat he will ask the Hon the Attorney-General (Mr.
Hanson) whether there 18 any regulation of the public service
now in torce which would permit any salaried public officer
to travel about the country at lus discretion, for the purpose
of lectuning on s own pecultur views omr any particular
subject, to make any inpsulting statement 1n such lecture,
and then to enter into a long newspaper correspondeunce
m defence of such statement >’

REAL PROPERTY LAW AMENDMENT ACT

The following notice of mation, 1 the pame of Mr Strang-
ways, lapsed, 1n consequence of the absence of that hon
member — '

«That an address be presented to His Excellency the
Governoi-m-Chief, for copics of any despatches from His
luxcelleney to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, on
transmmtting the Reéal Prolgerty Law Amendment Act and
the Land Grants Act for Her Majesty's assent, and of any
1eplies thereto, and also for copies of any opinions or reports
given o1 made by the Attorney General to His Eacellency
on such Acts ™’

MAIN LINES OF ROAD

Mr ROGERS, 1in bringing forward the motton mn hisname

*That there be laid on the table of tlns House a return
showing the total amount expended on each separate main
Iine of roadand 1espective branches throughout the colony ' —
obtamned leave to amend 1t, by the addition of ,the words,
+aince the formation of the Cential Board of Mam Roads **
He was induced to move for the returns in consequence of
areturn Shewing the expenditure upon one hne only
having been moved for

Mr DUNN scconded the motion

Mr. SHANNON suggested an alteration to the motion re-
qurring an account of the sums received from the sale of
Crown lands 1 the different parts ot the colony If these
returns were not too voluminous, or their preparation would
not involve too mu. h expense, they would afford an immense
amount of information He wished the 1eturns to be fur-
mshed, bezause he held, as 2 principle, that the money should
be expended 1n that locality from which 1t was 1ecewved

Mr McELLISI'ER supported the proposition.

The COMMISSIONLK OF PUBLIC WORKS said that so
fa1 as the ornignal motion was concerned he had inade enquinies
at the Central Road Bo ud, and found that there would be very
httle diufficulty m prepating the return, He was sorry the
hon member tor Victoria was not in his place, as he had
wished to state that the retura moved for n reference to a
specil main hine would be inctuded mn the general retuin,
unless 1t wele wished that 1t should be kept separate

JThe motion as ameaded by M1 Shannon was carried

KOORINGA
Mr HAY moved—

“That there be laid on the table of the House a rcturn of
the number of iformtions that have been laid at the local
Courts of Kooringa or Rcdruth under clause 3 of Act Na
18, 1858, known as the Amended Waste Lands Act, since the
passig of the same , the nature of the trespass complained
of , 1if the trespass wascommtted on waste lands held on
lease fiom the Ciown, or on lands not leased, the name of
the lessce on whose run the tiespass was commutted , the
name of the person who }aid the intormation , the numbei of
convictions under the clause, ard the amount of penalty
and costs of Court in each case
Part of the infoimation which he now asked for was com-
prised in Counul Paper §3 but he understood that a large
number of informations had been laxd to the great inconyern-
ence of pattiesiesiding rear Kooringa When the Waste
Lands Act was before thc House 1t was distinctly argued
that an unfar privilge was given to the holdcrs of runs, as
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parties who had purchased land had only their remedy
th:ough the Impounding Act, but it they were mercly the
Jessees they had thewr remedy through the Waste Lands Act
It was then said that the provision was merely to prevent
puties taking possession of lands belonging to the Crown
without paying the usual rent  In the Council Paper before
the Housethe Waste Lands Ranger was 1ustructed to visit
Gilbert's run and lay mformations against parties trespass
g, but, he would ash, why not appomt Rangers to protect
parties who had purchased land  If ever there was anin-
stance of ¢Jass legislation this wasone  Any one who wonld
read that Council paper would find 1t was lngh time that
Hundreds weie declaied beyond the Burra

Mr SHANNON scconded the motion During the dis-
cussion upon the Whaste Lands Act, last session, he took
objection to the clause conferring the powurs alludcd to by
the previous speaker, but no onc took the same view His
views were unchanged, and he believed that the clause ope-
rated most mjuriously It was 2 complete absmdity to
grant the lessee of a run more powers and privileges than
the actual owner of land If cattle trespassed upon land
which had been s0ld, all that the owner could do was to im-
ound them, but 1f they ticspassed upon rented land the
essee could then go to the Local Court and recover 5¢ for
the first offence, 20! for the sccond, and 50/ for the third

The ATTORNEY-GLNERAL had not the shghtest ob-
Jection to lay the return upon the table He confessed he
could have wished that hon members had spared tlerr
denunciations against clags legislation, as on an inspection
of the return he thought 1t would be shewn that there had
beent no cliss legislation  When the return was lud upon
the table he should be happy to go fully mato the matter, but
ithwould be more convenient to postpone the discussion till
then

The motion was carried

MR FRANCIS PORIER MANSFIELD

Mr BARROW moved—

*1hat he have leave to introduce * A Bulintituled an Act
for securing to Francts Porter Mansfield, his executors, ad-
ymmstrators, and assxg‘ns. the exclusive night to make, use,
and vend, during fourteen years, in the province of South
Austraha, abnnstrument for pulling down trees and tor ex-
&ractmg stumps of trees from the giound * "

t was quite unnecessary to entertain the House with any
description of tins wonderful ynvention, or to cnaige upon
the practical use to which 1t could be apphed, inasmuch as
the preamble of the Bill would have to be reported on by a
Select Committee It would be waste of time at
that moment to enter mmto any account of the
inveption or 1ts claims upon the public He was informed
th.t it bad been 1 operation in Victoria, and that it had
given great satisfaction where 1t had been employed He
had a copy of the Buill, which he beheved must be printed
before 1t could be read a first time, and at present would
merely ask for leave to introduce it

Mr MILNE scconded the motion, and leave was granted

THE NATIONAL BANK

Mr, MILNE moved—

“ fhat he have leave to briog w ¢ A Bill intituled an Act
toregulate and provide for the Management of the South
Austrabian Branch of the National Bahk o