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Aborigines, Amelioration of condition, 610.
Absence, Leavo of, 442, 679, 694.

Accommodation for Members, 686, i

Acts of Parliment, Passing of, 329. .
“  Retrospective effect of, 327.,
¢ Appropriation, 499
Ade]alcﬁy, Sale of Waste Iiands in, 650
« " Buldmmg Bill, 196, 241, 451, 553, 568, 577, 587,
617, 651, 672, 688, 701, 708, 712, 792, 731,
+ 736, 754, 770.
Adjomnment, 284, 327, 507, 717, 722, 753.
Agent General, 199, 512, 652, 76}, 764, 774, 785.
Agricultural and Horticultural Society, 451,
Aldinga, Petition from, 474
Alford, Henry, Petition from, 445
Alford and Tolmer, Petitions from, 521, 527, 581,
Aliens Naturahzation Bill, 594, 600, 630, 651, 652, 654,
660, 665, 679, 682, 688, 696, 713, 719, 731, 736, 794.
Allowances, Retiring, 462
Anmiversary of the Colony, 684,
Appomtments, Public, 629
Appropriation Bull, 694, 698, 699, 700, 705, 706, 710, 712,
715, 794
Architects, Petition from, 553,
Airest, Exemption from, 702, 71Q, 711,
Artillery 584
Assembly, Messages to and from, 287, 800, 321, 331, 870,
448, 462, 519, 604, 699, 731, 748, 770,
“ Duratlon of, 696
Assent, the Royal, 605, 660, 794,
Assessment on Sheep and. Cattle, 508, 733, 741,
“ Amendment Bill, 710.
* Auditor General, Returns from, 508,

Babbage, Mr , Resignation of, 710
Bagot, Mr, Petition reflecting on, 738,
*Baker, Hon, John, 598,
Barrossa, Vacaney 1n, 76,
“ Election for, 92, 195, 196, 276.
¢ Member for, 330
" West, Petition from Distriet Couneil, 442,
Bills, Exchange of, 449, 456,
¢ &  Preparation of, 742, 753
<t of the Session, 791. )
Blanche, the, 675.
Blanchtown, Sale of Land at, 196.
“ Road to, 274. . .
Blue Book, 1ndex to, 466.
Bonds, Sale of, 519, 527, 530,.767
«  Colomal, 776
Bonney, Mr, Resignation of, 788.
Borrow % Goodiat, Petition fiom Creditors of, 1122, 136,
211, 271, 339
Botanic Gardens, 584,
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Boundaries, Bill to Define, 105, 142, 268, 518,
Bowden, Petition from, 488,

“  Railway Crossing st, 592, 614, 644, 724, ‘
Breakwater, Port Elliot, 671.
Breahwaters, Hay's Patent for, 114.
Bristol, Petition from Chamber of Commerce, 788,
Brompton, Petition from, 488
Building Soctety, West Adelaide,-330,

“  Societies, 649.
Buildings, Repaurs to, 626. * v
Burra, Land Sales at, 448.
Business of the House, 184,

Cadell, Captain, 186,
Carters, the, 659, 665. 9
Cemetery, Site of, 448, 582,
Central Road Board, Tenders to, 628
«©

Engmeer of, 224,
“ Retugns of, 567,
] Grant to, 576.
“ Appropriation of ¥ote, 639, 659,

Cereal, exports, 747.
Chinese, 183
# Immugration of and Bill, 59, 66, 211, 224, 270,
284, 450, 457, 463, 512, 520, 525, 590, 604,
661
%  at Guchen Bay, 286.
“  Contagion, 523, .
Circut Courts and Bill, 685, €95, 702, 733, 739, 748, 750,
761, 771, 774
City Bridge, Plans for, 212,
“ Cosbiof, 106 .
Civil Service, 521, 523, 537, 538, 549, £86, 695, 702, 713,
717,722, 739
Coal, Search for, 616.
¢ Reward for, 673,
Coast Trade, 211 .
Colonial Surgeon, 108, 122.
Commander of the Forces, 771.
Commission, His Excellency’s, 2, 3.
Commussioners, 2
Commuttees, Charrmanrof, 15
Conference of the Houses, 498, 613, 517, 520, 530, 533,
5486, 553, 569
Consolidation of Laws, 102, 228, 371, 464.
Constitution Act, 679, 701, 722, 768.
Connvigts, Comptroller of, 55 _
«  Prevention Bill, 108, 151,451,472, 517, 522, 527,
537, 538, 567, 580, 589, 605, 623, 79¢.
i from Victora, 136, 328. .
%  from Swan Raver, 226. !
Corn Exchange, 591.
Corn Sacks, Duty on, 59
Corporation Amendment Bill, 723, 731,734,749, 754,770,794
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Corporation Amendment Bill, Rort Adelade, 122,
Corporations, Expenses of, 626.
Council Papers, 871, 722. - !
Count Out, Records of 738.
Craig, James, Petition from, 575
Crimean War and Trophies, 760, 764, 782,
Custems Department, State of, 613,
¢  Returns, 14, 15 27,
“  Valuations, 726,

Darhing, Postal Serviee to, 529

Date of Acte’ Bill, 371, 450, 457 ‘

Dean, Dr, Petltlon arrmnst, 12, 28, 200,

])ebentures, Govemmeut 38.

Departments, Heads of, 786.

Destatate Board, 122

Diggers, Echunga, Petition of, 27

Dinham, Wm , Petition from, 550

Dmham’s Rallwav Patent Blll 586, 592, 598, 604, 684, 694,
696, 698, 699, 700, 794

Dlsputed Returns, Coutt for Tral of, 14, 37, 241, 329, 581,

767.

Distillation, 442, 443, 446, 451, 452, 577, 625, 662, 665,
670, 725, 733, 738, 746, 754,,770, 771, 775, 777, 782,
788 789 791, 794

Distriet Councxls, Assessment of 340,

“ Expenses of, 626.,
“ Act, 760,
Drvoree, 670 t

Documents, Public, 583.
Dramage of the City; 735.
“ Bull, 698, 705, 794,
Dray Act, 685
Dywelling Houses, Construction of, 673
Duff, John Fmlay, Petition from, 767, 768, 776.

East, Indies, Electric Telegraph to, 625,
Feclesiastical Board, 521
Echunga, Quartz Reefat 107, 142, 166 230.
Election Returns, 49.
“  of Members Bill, 694, 794. !
Electoral Act Amendment Bill; 92, 128, 183, 223, 285, 453,
464, 492, 499, 515, 649 698, 70‘3 720, 734,
739, 743, 748, 751, 754, 760, 761, 771
« Expenses, 67.
“ Law, 74.
¢« Rolls, 175, 520. ’
Emigrants, Nomination of, 615
Emigration Agent, 530, 604, 705, 768. !
“ Appllcatxons for, 567.
Emigration Commissioners, Despatch. from, 152
“ Accounts, 738,
“ Reports, 768. .
Encounter Bay Election, 767.
Estimates, 6’7 538, 553, 569, 579, 589, 590, 604, 605, 617,
. 02‘4 630, 633, 637, 646, 652, 6’\6, 662 678,
682, 688,
“ Supplementary, 572, 588, 591.
Expedmon, North-Western, 585.
by Mr Hack, 590.
Expenses, Unforeseen, 626, 652. *
Explanation, Mr Bagot, 276,
Exploration, North-Western, 50, 66,
“ by Mr Goyder, 443,
« Northern, 581, 621, 716, 731.
. Exploring Purposes, Vot for, 199.

Factors’ Act, 763
Federatxon, Appomtment of Delegates, 725, 735, 747
the Colomes, 579, 600, 614, 645, 647, 670,
. Y95, 726, 733, 175,

Finance; 702,

Financial Returys, 665,

¢ Year, 581

Fmes and Penalties, 330,

Finuss, Mr B T, Compensation to, 694, 715.
- Firo at the Port, 654.

Fire Brigade, 673.

“« Engines, 645

“ Insurances, Petation from, 451,

“ Provention of, 654, 715,
Flinders, Land Sales at, 448.
Franece, Alfred, Petition of, 196, 628,
Franchise Bill, 497, 509, 513, 523, 567.
Francis, Wm , Pefition from, 371.

Gaol, Adelaide, 564
Ganler, Land Sales at, 448
«  Town, Man Road thiough, 670,
Germans, Petition of, 27, 112, 151, 187,
Gilbert, Richard, Petifion f'rom, 484
lebert Henry, Ietmon from, 685, 699.
Glenelg Jetty, 187, 188, 275, 702, 707.
“  Man Road to, 476.
Goolswa, Post Offlce at, 594.
¢ Ferry at, 646.
Government business, 49
& Officers, Leave of Absence to, 158.
# “  Salanes of, 588, 780.
Governor, Interview with, 58
“ Speech of, 7, 13, 38, 59, 796
¢ “* Repl tO, 17, 28 39, 50, 60.
“ Addresses to, 165, 275 462
“ Message from, 482, 592, 652, 738,
o Arnival of, 791, 794
Granmite Tsland, 154 _
Great, Britain, Telegraphic Communication with, 629.
Greenlnll Road, 330, 582
Guchen Bay, 139. ’

Hahndorf, Petition from, 442, 443,

« Mail Communication with, 629.
Hallet, John, Petition from, 698,
Hance, John, “ 694,
Harbour Department, 691,

“  Trush, 462,

“%  Returns of, 567 -
Hardy, Alfred, Petition from, 694.
Hare, C 8, Reslgnatmn of, 92
nghereombe, Petition from 549
Hindmarsh, Sale of Waste Lands m, 650,

“ Island, Post Office at, 268
Hindmarsh, John, Petxtxon of, 691, 698, 724,
Holdfast Bay, Expendituye ut 6’)0
Hundreds, Expendituré beyond the, 645.

Immigrants, 616
Immigration O1rders, 566
Immlgratlon 59, 66, 80, 91, 142, 167, 184, 241 586, 637,
Regulauons, 748 750,
“ Funds, 64, 449, 712.
[ Reso]ublons, 99, 114, 125, 145, 171, 182, 191,
213 230, 285 483, 517
« Agents, 330, 444,
“ Bill, 330, 452, 454, 520, 574 590, 661.
Tmpounding Act, 210, 604, 687, 700, 710
India, Cavalry Horses for, 579, 602, 716, 727, P
¢ Insurrection 1n, 782
Indian War, Address of Sympathy, 791.
Informatiou, Statistical, 14, 688.
Inquests, 536, 598, .
Tnsolvent Law, 286, 523, 601, 605, 623, 645, 654, 662,
692, 698, 701, 706, 707, 709, 716, 727, 736, 755,
760, 761, 763, 776, 786, 794
Institute, South Australian, 285, 671.
¢ Burra Burra, 585,
t East Torrens, 661.
Tnstitutes, Literary, 597.
Institutions, Incorporation of, 761, 771, 778, 782, 784,

Juries, Grand, 684,
Justice, Admmmstration of, 663,

Kangaroo Island, 609. -
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Kapunda, Telegxapb to, 610.
Kensington, Petition from, 482,
Kooringa, Post Office at, 462.

Land Grants, 275 327.

“  Private Purchasers of, 211.

4 Description of, for Sale, 211.

“  Sples, 211, 213, 463, 532
Lapwing, Loss of, 371.

Law Amendment, 577.

Lawrence, James, Petition of, 60, 151,
Leake, R B, Resignation of, 705 f
Lefevre's Peninsula, Powder Magazine at, 66,
Legal Expenses of Government, 614, 660
Leguslatine Council, Messages to, 330, 444.

, “ «° " from, 466, 523, 630, 661,
Logslature, Debates 1n, 452 »
Iabrariag, Salary of, 576.
Library, 527, 529, 705.

« °" Committee, 16, 166, 183, 226

# Law, 575.

Light, Land Sales at, 448,

*  Electio for, 733,

Magill, Postal Delivery to, 275, 339
Magistr tes, Appointment of, 727
Manls, English, 665
Main Roads, Survey of, 270, 286, 827, 330, 462,
“ Expendrture on, 650 .
Marriage Law Amendmemt Bull, 67, 74, 132, 168,.201,
210, 224, 263, 319, 325, 329, 339, 510, 521, 528,
525, 553, 576, 645, 684, 715, 704
Marnage Law Amendment Bill, Petition against, from
Piesbytersan Church and others, 128, 263, 457, 513,
521, 527
Marriages, Return of, 450,
. Iriegular, 187
Medical Assistance, Country Districts, 609. )
Meetings, Days of, 17, 51,
Membhers’ Roll, 6
“ Absent, 287,
“ - Payment of, 466. -
“ New, 785 -
Messages, Transmission of, 546,
L Between Houses, 611,
Milang, Expenditure at, 650.
Mibitary, Removal of, 617, 629, 632.
¢  Returns, 726
Maister, Chief, 575, 605
Ministerial Poliey, 76, 497, 510, 516
Mimstry, Resignation of, 484, 507, 546, 563, 564,
“  TFormation of, 485, 567,
“ the, 488,
“ New, 490, 508, 568.
“  Want of Confidence 1n, 499.
Money Bills, 263, 370, 456.
“ (Orders, 196, 212
Moorundee, Postal Communication from, 136,
Mount Crawford, Survey of, 339
“ Petition from Disiriet Couneil, 442,
Mount Barker, Petition from, 443, 450, 596,
¢ Mail Communieation, 629,
o Telegraph, 725
Mount Remarkableﬁ’entwn from, 646
Maurray, Customs Duties on and Bill, 27, 116, 139,143, 175,
191,199, 224, 320, 325, 329, 339, 515, 521,
661
“  Navigatton of, 87, 136, 212.
“  Survey of Mouth, 105,
“  Taver Trade, 122. :
“  Ralway to 156, 521, 523, 630,
“  Clearing the River, 162, 449,
“  Mouth of, 300, 581, 614.
“  Runs on, 639.
Expenditure 1 Su veys and Soundipgs, 650.
“  Customs, Officers for, 685, 789
Mypunga Jetty, 37, 230, 512.
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Myponga, Land Sales m, 114,
E Petatron from,' 370. -

Natives, Aboriginal, 568, -
Naturalization, 470
Nepean Bay, Chart of, 1€7

'| Newspapers, Transmission of, 644. -

Noarlunga, Survey between Willunga and Port, 721
“ Petation from, 474, 513, 696,
“ Survey at Port, 776
North Arm, Wharf at, 661, 691, 711,
North Road, 63
North, Discoveries 1n, 581.
Northern Line, 742.
Notary Puble, 577.
Notaries Public Bill, 613, 614, 628.
Oaths, Admimstration of, 10 '
Office, Accepfance of by Members, 637.
Onkaparinga, bridge at, 187, 599, 696, 697.
€

Mouth of, 198, 275. : ‘
€ Tramway Ove:, 249, ' .
- & Resignation of Member, 665.

“ Election, 732
Opium, Duty on, 512, 5186,
Order, Pont of, 443,
Orders of the Day, 142
Ores, Iron Smelting, 723,

Papers, Exchange of, 456
“  Transmussion of, 518, 519.
Parliament, Opening of, 1
« Time for Meeting, 625.
Parhamentary Papers, 706 .
o Reports, 87,104, 8330 451, 707, 735, 738,
746, 750, 761, 768, 771, 776, 780, 786
Parliament Houses, 248, 249, 285, 324,
“« Cost of, 106, 165,
.« @ Site of, 122
“ Plans of, 143, 165,
Parliamentary Etiquette, 114, 136, 464,
Pastoral Leases, 532, 594, 626,
Payneham, Petition from, 450,
Pensions, 87. .
Peryman, H W , Patent Bill, 662, 665, 676, 686, 688, 694,
705, 706, 710, 717, 794,
Petrie, Mrs., Penston to, 165,
Philosophical Society, Adelaide, 661.
Pitchirichi Pass, 212 »
Plurahities, 474, 521, 699.
Police, 210.
Police Horses, 592,
Port Elhot, 697.
Port Elliot, Tramway to, 49.
Port Lancoln, Native Location at, 530.
“ Police Court, 613
¢ Local Court, 645.
Port Road, 581, 710
Portland Bay, 139, 163, 328.
Postal Commumeation, 136
«  Correspondence, 466, -
Powder Magazine, 287, 328, = .
Powers of the House, 38,
Premuer, the, 580
President, Election of, 4
é Commission of, 15.
Printing, Government, 167, 705, 753
Prisoners of the Crown, 624.
Privilege, Breach of, 76, 508, 644, 661, 663, 670, 684, 742,
774, 784, -
Priviloge Question, 242, 249, 284, 319, 340, 372, 404, 444,
454, 464, 467, 469, 513, 517, 553,
596, 643, 634, 660, 79, :
- « Reports of Debate, 339, 444, 492,
« Message from Governor, 482,
Property, Real and Leasehold, 782, 793.
Prorogation, 705, 708, 784, 794.
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Public Accomnts Commuttee, 73, 473,
Publicans, 210
Public Works, 37, 639, 649 ,

“ Loans for, 14, 15. )

“ Bull, 330, 444, 452, 454, 525,
Punishment, Capital, 466, 659

. “ 1 Private, 706,

Quartz Reefs, Auriferous, 210, "

Racing, the Queen’s Cup, 535,
Raiways, 14, 59,99, 139, 679, 724
%" between Strathalbyn and Port Elliot, 27.
% Gawler Town Extension and Completion, 49, 87,
92, 108, 169, 198, 225, 230, 257, 284, 468,
499, 508, 513, 528, 534, 549, 578, 599, 604,
605! 621, 633, 639, 645,650, 652,653, 662,
665, 676, 680, 651, 684, 685, 686, 688, 696,
698, 699, 704, 705, 706, 710, 712, 714, 719,
781, 788, 794.
“ Goolwa, 59, 700,
¢ Drv Creek, 59, .
¢ Adelade and Port, 106, 107, 1883, 604, 613,
“  Extension, 128, 161, 195,537, 708
«  Committee, 165, 224, 397, 329, 443, 483,
**  Conveyance of Stone for, 167.
& Foreign, Capital for, 704.
“  Goods Traffic by, 175.
“  Bridge, 183.
“  tothe Murray, 442, 651, 790,
“  Report, 498.
£ Board, Returns of, 567. .
“ Carriage Wheels, Improvement m, 577
“  between the Port and the Murray, 631,
“  to the Busra, 680
¢ Stratbalbyn and Goolwa,'723.
“  Legal Expenses, 727
Real Property Commissionérs Report, 736, 750, |
« Bill, 187, 201, 647, 54, 658, 650, 662, 672,
876, 677, 681, 686, 692, 698, 701, 706
715, 717, 725, 726, 730, 781, 744, 748,
751, 760, 762, 764, 771, 774, 778,781,
i 782, 789, 791, 794
Reapimg Machine (Craig's), 686, 592, 598, 604, 608, 628,
625, 629, 653, 654, 661

& (Mellor's), 644, 649, 654, 685,

« (Barneps), 707, 712, 718, 719, 781, 754,
770, 794

“ Improved Bill, 646,

Recess, the, 212, 229, 276
Redruth, Bridge over Creek at, 568,
Registrar General, 761
Registry Office, Returns of, 447,
Remttances, Government, 513.
Repayments, Civil Service, 775 R
Reserves, Aboriginal, 49, 60, 183, 224,
“ Publie, 275
€ Government, 536
Revenue and Expenduture, 14, 15
& Retyrrs, 27.
“  Burplus, 698,
Rifles, Mime, 229, 563, 593,
Road, Main South, 476.
“  Main South-East, 476.
¢ Main North-East, 470. .
%  Main North, 476
«  Act, 450, 453, 475, 662
“  Surveying, 450
Roads, Bill to Define, 105, 142,
;%  Expenditure on, 474
Rosetta Head, Expenditure at, 650,
Runs, Leases of, 645.
Russian Trophies, 770

Salaries of Pubhe Officers, 530, .
Salisbury, Pol ce Station at, 28
i Local Court, 532.
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Savings Bauks and Bill, 659, 671, 676, 677, 679, 684, 694,
698, 699, 794. ‘
Sellick’s Huill, Road by, 270, 330, 733
Sentence on Prisoners, Remission of, 686.
Sheep, Scab m, 625
Shipping Accomodation, 13
Smith and Frew, Petition for €ompensation, 705, 742, 753,
768, 774, 780
Snagboat, Steam, 285, 329, 339, 468, ,
Soclety of Arts, South Australian, 633. .
Societies, Benefit and Buildng, 27.
Sohicitor General, 492
Southern Jetties, 168.
¢ Ports, 708, 714,
Speaker, Election of, 11.
Standing C‘rders, 10, 13, 195 229, 285, 320, 445, 450,
« Committee of, 15, 74
“ Revision of, 721,
Stanley, Land Sales at, 448
Statisties, Agricaltural, 538, 590
Steam Postal Communication and Bill, 27, 37, 59, 60, 68,
67, 74, 75, 107, 122, 184, 196, 248, 249, 263, 268, 277,
330, 333, 453, 457, 474, 499, 515, 519, 520, 526, 574,
580, 589, 590, 602, 623, 661 ‘
Sturling, Edward, Marriage Settlement, 687, 691, 694, 698,
699, 700, 716, 726, Y35, 748, 794,
Stockade, Dry Cieek, 598,
Stockade, 575, 600
«  Flogging at, 649
“ Divine Service at, 649,
Stranger 1 the House, 122
Sturt, District of, Petition from, 474,
‘Bturt, Captain, Pension of, 59, 87
Superannuation Fund, 152, 164, 275, 819, 524, 527, 536,
587, 645, 680, 686, 713, 717, 722, 785
Supreme Court, Rules of, 27.
« Returns, 671.
“ Procedure Act, 712.
Supreme Court, 785,
Swallow, Brig, 328,
Sydney Sovereigns, 155,

Talunga, Survey of, 339,
¢« Petition from District Council, 442,
Tariff, Assimilation of, 152,670, 673,
¢  Revision of, 466
Taxation, Direct, 160, 637,
Taylor, John, Petition from, 684.
Taylor, Abbott, and Franklin, Petition {rom, 212, 337, 577,

590
Teatree Gully, Local Court at, 549,
Telegraphic Communication, 586 .
Telegraph, Electtic, and Bill, 211, 340, 515, 524, 590, 596,
598, 604, €08, 614, 629, 633, 653, 661
Territory, new, Annexétion of, 679, 692, 715,
Thompson, James, Petition from, 568.
Timber Preserving Progess, 589.
Tin Ore, Export of, 152
Tolmer, Alexander, Petition from, 330, 339, 471
Tonnage Dues Repedl Bull, 53, 60, 74, 91, 117, 186, 140,
184, 226, 263, 287, 301, 321, 329, 332
Torrens, East, and Burnside, Petition frém, 339,
« new Member for, 590,
Traffic Returng, 27
% Sunday, 786, 788
Tramways, 99, 139.
Tramway, Dry Creek, 27.
% Onkaparinga, 67,
« Survey for, 212,
o Commuttee, 224, 329, 443, 483
¢ Goolwa, 319, 650
“  Report, 498
“ Port Elliot, 650
Trial by Jury Bill, 604, 608, 625, 629, 646, 647, 662, 675,
688, 698,709, 715,716
Trimty Board, Returns of, 567
Troubndgqahoal, Survey of, 609
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Truro and Blanche, Well at, 339
Trustees Bill, 644, 652
Tungkillo, Survey of, 339
“  Petition from District Council, 442.

Vacation of Seats by Members, 632, 702 !

Ventajation of the House, 702, 717.

Victor Harbour, 74, 89, 546, 650, 663, 679, 784, 710,
“ Charts of, 300
« Survey of, 319.

Victoria, Delegate to, 249, 705.

Vigtona, Election for, 750.

Votes, Excess of, 14, 15

Votes and Proceedings, 462.

Walkerville, Potition against Distriet Couneil Act, 702
Walsh, Mr., Leases granted to, 671.
Waste Lands Acteage, 706,
“ Unoceupied, 558, 748
“ B, 60, 93, 112, 132, 143, 182, 213, 241, 242,
301, 324, 325, 329, 339, 520, 525, 527,
553, 580, 590, 604, 611, 614, 661, 673,
714, 721.
Water Pipes, Tenders for, 106,

Waterworks, City, 63, 726
“ Report of, 688.
“ Comnusston, §0, 629, 780
« B, 677, 681, 684, 698, 705, 794
“ Contracts,«788
Waterhouse, Mr, Resignation of, 513
Webb, Mr C H, 684, 717, 724, 727, 748
Wellington kerry, 586, 626, 699, 722
‘Western Australa, Transportation to, 63.
Walls, Number proved, 447
¢ Shortemng Bill, 6183, 628, 671.
Willunga, 753
¢ Tramway at, 649
Woodside, Court House at, 212, 523.
Woolpacks, Duty on, 59.
Wnits, Return to, for Election of Members, &

Yankahlla, Land Sales m, 114,
Yatala, Services of, 609, 675
Yatala, Issue of Wnit for, 105,
% Candidate for, 196.
«  Election for, 229,
«  Member for, 249
“  Petition against Dastrict Councils Act, 760.




PARLIAMENTA

Kugtralian

RY DEBATES.

FIRST SESSION OF THE FIRST PARLIAMENT OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA,

EXTENDING FROM APRIL THE 22vp

1857, TO JANUARY THE 27tu, 1858

HIS EXCELLENCY SIR RICHARD GRAVES MACDONNELL, K.C.B., GOVERNOR-IN.CHIEF

OPENING OF PARLIAMENT

UNDER THE ACT XO 2 OF 1855-6 TO ESTABLISH A
CONSTITLTION FOR SOUTH AUSTRALIA

N ‘WrD\ESDAY, APRIL 22ND, 1858

Thrs being the day appointed for the opening of
Parliament, consisting of two houses, a Legislative
Counacil, and a House of Assembly, elected under the
provisions of the new Constitution Act, No 2 of 1855-6,
the proceedings connected wich 1ts in1uguration excited
much pubhic interest The hour appointed for both
Houses to meet was 10’clock, but for some time pre-
viously alarge number of persons had assembledu front
of the Parhament House, anxious to gain admission tothe
gallenes , and at 3 o'clock the number of spectators as-
sembled on North-terrace cculd not have been less
than 1,000 His Excellency arrived on horseback at
twenty minutes past 3 o’clock, accompanied by Major
Nelson, the Commandant of the Troops, and varipus
other officers and gentlemen, and was received with
cheering by the eitizens, assembled on the .terrace,
which he acknowledged, with affability and courteous
politeness, *

The usual prelimmaries of the openmg were gone
through, and are described below.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22,

The hon members of the Legslative Council as.
gembled in the room, in which, ustil a recent period,
the single House of Legislation was accustomed to hold
its sittings At 1 o'clock they were all present, with
the exception of Mr. Stirling, prevented by indispom.
tion.

PRELIMINARY PROCEEDINGS.
Mr SixeLeTON, Clerk of the Legislauve Council,
read his Excellency’s proclamation for convening the
Parliament,

Their Honors, Mr Acting Chief Justice Boothby, and
Mr Acting Judge Mann, thén entered, and took their
seats in chaws provided for them on the raised dais
prepared for the President

The Acting Chief Justice directed the Clerk to re-
quest the attendance of the members of the House of
Assembly for the purpose of hearing the Commission
read.

In a fe'w minutes, upwards of thuty members of
the House of Assemoly attended, and took tnew
geats on chairs provided for them behind those occupied
by the members of the Upper House.

The Clexk of the Legislative Council then read the
Comnussion, which was as follows —

By s Excellency Sir RicaaArDp Graves MACDONNELL,

Kmight, Companion of the Most Honorable Order

of the Bath, Captain-General, and Governor-in-

Chief of Her Majesty’'s Province of South Aus-

trahia, and Vice-Admiral of the same, &c¢, &c¢, &c.

Whereas 1t 13 expedient that a Commission, under
the reat Seal of the Province of South Australia,
should 1ssue, directed to suitable petsons, empowering
them as Commissioners to do dll things necessary to ba
performed by the Governor-in-Chief of the said pro-
vinee, m the name or on the part of Her Majesty the

ueen, or 1n the ndme or on the part eof the said Go-
vernot -in-Chief, 1n order to the openming end holding of
the first Session of the Parliament of South Australia

Now, therefore, I, Sir Richard Graves Macdonnell,

Governor-in-Chief, aforesaid, with the advicg and con-

sent ot my Execuativé Council, do hereby appoint Fis

Houor Benjamin Boothby, Esqiture, Acting Chief Jus-

tice, and His Honor Charles Mann, Esquue, Acting

Judge of the Supreme Court of the said province, to

be Commussioners to do all things necessary to be per-

formed by me as such Governor-in-Ch ef, as aforesaid,
1n the name and on the part of Her Majesty the Queen,
or in my name or on my part as such Geovernor-in-

Chuief, in order to the opening and holding of the ficst

Session of the Parliament of South Australia.

Ghven under my haud, and the Public Secal of the said
Plovince, tlas twenty.first day of Aprl, 1n the
year ot our J.ord one thousang eight hundred and
fifty-seven, and 1n the twentieth year of Her Ma-
jesty s1e1an

By His Excellency's command,
B T Finniss, Chief Sceretary,

Mr. Acrive Cuier JusTice Booruby, senior Cora.
missioner, then acquainted the members of the Le-
gislative Counal and House of Assembly, that his
Excellency the Governor-in-Chief would, 1n person,
declare the reason of his calling the Parhiament to-
gether, 80 soon as 1t ghould bé notified to him, that the
members of both Houses had been duly sworn, and had
elected their President and Speaker respectively,

The members of the House of Assembly withdrew,
and the Commusstoners retired.

Mr Davenrort, Comwmissioner of Public Work§
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then announced that s Excellency had 1ssued a com-
mussion appomting himself and the Hon James Hurtle
Fisher to admmuster the oaths to the members of the
Legislative Council

The Clerk of the Council read the commission as
follows —

By hus Excellency Sir Ricuarp Graves Macposxrrz,
Knight, Companton of the Most Honomable Order
of the Bath, Captain-General, and Governor-in-
\Chief of her Majesty’s Province of South Australia,
and Vice-Admiral of the same, &c¢, &e, &c,

Whereas by an Act No 2 of 1855-6, inutuled ¢ An
Act to establish a Constitution for Seuth Austraha,
and to grant a Civil List to her Majesty,” 1t 1s amnngst
«~ other things enacted, that no member of the said Par-
hiament shall be permitted te sit or vote therein until
he shall have taken and subscribed the oath therein
prescribed, or made an affirmation in leu thereof, be-
fare the Gavernoi, or before some person or persons
suthorised by the Governor to administer such oath or
affirmation = And whereas it 1s expedient to appoint

Commissioneis for the purpose of admimustering such

oath and recaving such aff rmation, as aforesaid, from

the several members of the said Parhament Now,
therefore, I, the said Governor-in-Chief, with the
advice and consent of my Esecutive Council, do hereby,

n pursuance of tlie said recited Act, and in exercise of

the powers and authornities thereby vested 1n me as

Governor-n-Chief of South Austrahia, appoint the

Honourable Samuel Davenport, Commissioner of Public

‘Works of the said province, and the Honourable James

Hurtle Fisher, member ot the Legislative Couneil of

the saxd prevince, to be Commissioners to administer,

first to each other, and thereafter to all other members |

of the smid Legislative Councyl, the Oath of Al'legance,

or recelve the affiimation in leu thereof, required by

the said Act to be taken, subscribed, or made by per-
sons claiming to sit and vote as membera of the said

Parhament,

Given under my hand, and the Public Seal of the saud
province, this twenty-first day of Apnl, n the
year of out Lord one thousand eight hundred and
fifty-seven, and m the twentieth year of her Ma.
Jesty’s reign

By hs Excellency’s command,
B. T Fixxiss, Chuef Secretary.

The Clerk of the Council said he had received from
the Chief Secretary, the Wit returned tor the election
of members of the Legislative Couneil, endorsed as
follons 1—

I, Wrrriam RogivsoN Boorasy, Shenff and Return-
mg Ofhcer for the Province of South Australia do
hercby certify that—
Themas Shuldham O'Halloran, of Lizard Lodge,
Esquire,
John Baker, of Mornalta, Eequire,
Wilham Younghusband, of North Adelaide, Esquure,
John Morphett, of Cummins, Esquire,
Edward Castres Gwynne, of Payneham, Esquire,
Anthony Forster, of North Adelaide, Esquure,
Abraham Scott, of North Adelaide, Esquire,
Edward Stirling, of Urrbrae, Esquire,
William Scett, of Poit Adelaide, Esquirs,
James Hurtle Fisher, of Adelaide, Esquure,
George Hall, of Mitcham, Esquue,
Charles Haivey Bagot, of North Adelaidé, Esquire,
Henry Ayers, of Adelaide, Esquire,
Samuel Davenport, of Beaumont, Esquure,
Arthur Henry Freeling, of Medindee, Esquire,
Charles Davies, of North Adelawde, Esqurre,
. Geoige Fife Angas, of Angaston, Esquire,
Charles George Everard, of Ashfoid, Esqutre,
were on the nnth day of March, now instant, duly
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. clected to serve as members in the Legislative Couneil
of the said province
Given under my hand and seal of office, at Adelaide,
the twenty-fifth dav of March, one thousand eight
hundred and tifty-seven
Witz R Boornsy,
Returning Officer for the Provinee,
All the above-named members were then sworn 1n,
except Mr Surlhing, unavoidably absent through ill-
ness, and the Counecil proceeded to the election of thewr
President

ELECTION GF PRESIDENT.

Major O’HavroraN moved that the Hon, James
Huitle Fisher be chosen President, he being, both by
large experience and otherwise, particulaily qualified
for the office. If elected, hewould act mostimparnally,
and conduct the business of the House 1n a sausfactory
manner,

Mr Ancasseconded the nomination, consideringthe
hon gentleman the most qualifie ], both by hs former
practice, and his peifect knowledge of Enghsh usage,
to fill the lugh position to which he was nommated
From the agreeable manner 1n which the business of
the former Council was conducted, :if he were appointed,
he had no doubt they should experience every courtesy
at the hon. gentleman’s hands.

Captamn Bacor said, whatever course they adopted
then would become a precedent for future Presidential
elections. He had no fear of anything unpleasant at
that moment, but he should like to see the principle of
the ballot adopted. The time might arrnive when 1t
would be felt a convenience, and he thought it had
worked so admirably in sending hon members into that
i House, that he did not apprehend any objection being

raised to 1ts adoption by themselves He would advo-

]cate the system of ballot without nomnation, and
Iof balloting over again till an absolute majority was
obtained

Dr. Davies would like the candidates nommated.

He feared the suggestion of the hon and gallant mem-

| ber was an underhand way of bunging forward anothes
, person for the office of President.

Captain Bagor protested against the use of such &
term. He was not in the habit of downg things in an
underhand way

Dr Davres meant nothing offensive. He certamly
«should prefer having candidates nominated, which
| would prevent the.r voting for gentlemen who might
'not be willing to serve

Major\O'IIALLORAN held the ballot i great ab-
horrence, and thought they would not do justice to
their constituents if they had any hole-and-corner
work. Whatever might be done at tbe election of mem-
bers, he contended that in that House they should
always vote openly and manfully.

Mr Forster had hoped the time had passed by when
‘they should hear protestations agawnst the ballot,
| for the question, so far as regarded the election of mem.
bars, had been alrcady settled He must certamly
concur with the hon. and gallant member on hus night,
(Captan Bagot,) but, at the same time, he agreed with
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the hon, and learned member who had suggested the
nomination of candidates, He should be happy to
second any motion 1n favour of vote by ballot, which he
hoped would always prevail in that Couneil 1 the ap-
pointment of individuals

Mr Gwys~ye presumed there need be no election,
whether by ballot or otherwise, unless they knew that
there was a second candidate to be brought forward.
There was no parity between the ballot for the elec.
tion of members, and for the votes and decisions of that
House For the former purpose, he would say nothing
against the ballot, but for the latter he would oppose 1t
tooth and nail,

Mr. Barer remarked that 1n every Legislative As-
sembly the ballot was resorted to in personal matters,
such as the appointment of Belect Committees, &ec
He should be soiry, whatever mught be his pnvate
opmion of the ballot, to express, as an hon and gallant
member had just done, an abhorrence of any part of
the Constitution, and he musf say that he thou,ht it
would be well to establish the precedent of electing
their President by ballot, Ile did not, however, un-
derstand that the question was now mooted with any
view to bringing forward another candidate, but sumply
with reference to the future proceedings of the House.
He would also add that he considered all their proceed-
ings should be conducted with a view to economy, and
he did not 1magine the business of that House would
be so oncrous but that whatever gentleman was elected
President might easily perform the duties of Chawman
of Committeces He would like to take the sense of
the House on that subject before the election The
late Council had actually passed a vote to the effect
that the two offices might with propriety be umted

Mr Ancas had no objection to the course suggested
by the hon Mr Baker, but he did not think the ques-
tion could be settled there.

Mr Baker had no other wish than to letit be un-
derstood as an open guestion, 8o that the President,
whoever he might be, should not hereafter be unwilling
to take upon himself the duties of Chawrman of Com-
mittees,

Captain Bador quite agreed in thinking that the
matter should be fully understood before any gentleman
was elected. He would therefore move that the elec-
tion of President be by ballot, and that the President
undertake the duties of Chairman of Commuttees.

Mr. Gwyy~NEe submitted that they were not a House
at present, and that until they had elected their Presi-
dent they could not pass resolutions,

Captain Bacor thought they must decide how they
should elect their President before they could proceed
to the election,

Mr Ancas remarked that the priaaiple of the ballot
could not be carried out, sincé eertan members had
already committed themselves 1n favour of a partieular
person  If the hon. and gallant member wished to 1n-
troduce the ballot for the future, he could submut a
motion on the subject after the House was legally
tonstituted.

Captain Bagor dould se: no objsction to the House
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deciding upon the mode of election He therefore put
his motion 1n the following form, by way of amendment
upon the motion before the Council, * That the House
proceed to the election of a President by bullot

Mr ForsTer seconded the amendment,

Captain Harr enquired whether 1t was 1ntended to
dispense with nomination.

Captain BacoT had left that an open question, which
might be subsequently discussed Iis own opinton
was, that they should proceed to ballot without nomi.
nation

Captamn Havry was favourable to the ballot, but
would still have the candidates nominated.

The Counrssioner of Crows LanDps 1ead the seventh
clause of the Act, which requires the President to be
elected before the House proceed to any other busi-
ness He did not know, however, that they were
precluded from deciding in what way they should elect
him.

Captain BAcoT observed that they must arrange how
they should elect the President, inasmuch as the Aot
presciibed no particular mode of proceeding.

The Clerk then put the amendment, which he de.
clared to be lost, and the House divided upon the ques.
tion, **That the words proposed to be left out stand
part of the question

AvYEs, Nozs
Commissioner of Crown Surveyor-General
Lands Capt Bagot
Major O'Halloran Capt Hall
Dr Daties Capt Scott
Dr Everard Mr. Forster

Mr Younghusband *

Mr. Angas
Mr Baker

Mr Morphett
Mr Fisher
Mr Ayers
Mr Gwynne
Mr A. Scott.

The amendment was consequently lost, and the or:-
gnal motion, for the election of Mr. Fisher, carried

The hon member was then conducted to the charr,
amidst mutual congratulations and thanks, and was
subsequently presented to lus Excellency by appoint.
ment.

THE “ MEMBERS' ROLL.”

Pursuant to clause No 8 of the Constitution Act of
1855-6, the Council proceeded to determine by lot the
order 1n which the names of the several members should
be entered on the ‘¢ Members' Roll,”” with a view to
their rethement, with the following result,—

1 Mr, Forster 10 Dr Davies

2 Capt Bagot 11 Mr Angas

3, Mr. Younghusband 12 Mr Fisher

4 Mr., Abraham Scott 13 Mr Ayers

5 Mr Baker 14 Dr, Everard

6 Mr Davenport 116 Capt Frecling ,
v 7 Masjor O’Halloran 16 Captain Scott,

8 Mr Stirling 17 Mr Gwynne

9. Mr. Morphett 18, Capt Hall,

Nos 1 te 6 consequently retire at the end of 4¢years,
Nos 7 to12at the énd of 8 ycars, and Nos 13 to 1§
at the end of 12 years Or 3t may be put thus .—
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Retire 1z 4 yrs. Retirein 8 yrs.  Retire m 12 yrs

Mr Forster Major O'Hallo- Mr. Ayers
Capt Bagot ran Dr XEverard
Mr. Younghus. Mr Strhirg Capt Frecling

band Mr Morphett Capt Scott
Mr A Scott Dr Dawvies Mr Gwynne
Mr Baker Mr Angas Cept Hull
Mr Datvenport Mi. Fisher

TIE GOVERNOR’S ARRIVAL

At half-past 3 o'clock, his Excellency the Geovernor-
in-Chief entered the House, conducted by the Presi-
dent, and attended by Mr Pasley, (Private Secretary),
Mr Matunn, (Aide-de-Camp), Major Nelson, (Com-
mandant of the Troops), Capt Vereker, {Lieut Baun-
ders, Ensign Wilhams, Major Warburton, (Commuis-
stoner of Police), Inspector Hamilton, Inspector Reid,
and Inspector Holroyd

His ExcrLLENCY, having been conducted by the Pre-
sident to the Chair of State upon the rawed dais, de-
sired that the members of the House of Assembly
should be requested to attend

THE GOVERNOR’'S SPEECH

The Speaker and nearly tiue whole of the members
having entered the Chamber, the Governor rose and
said—

HonovraBrr GENTLEMEN oF THE LEGIsLaTIvE CoUNcCIL,
AND GENTLEMEN ¢F THE Housk OF AssEMBLY —

1 I have assembled you for the dispatch of business
thus early, in {accordance with that provis'on of the
Constitution. Act which requires that you should as.
semble within six months from the time of 1ts proclama-
tion,

2 T am happy 1n beng able to announce to you that
the present financial position of the province as hughly
satisfactory  The Revenues of 1858 —amounting to
four hundred and fifty-six thousand pounds—together
with the avalable balance brought forward from pre.
vious years, have pufficed to meet all expenditure for
the service of that year, including that on aceount of
Immigration, leaving a balance exceeding two hun-
dred thousand pounds available for the service of the
current year

3 Dunng the past quarter the proceeds of the chief
sources of revenne have so far exceeded the moderate
Estirhate of Ways and Means adopted by the late Legis-
lature, as to afford assurance that a balance, exceeding
one hundied thousand pounds, will remain to be appro-
pnated, atter defrayimng all liabilities as yet authorized
on account of the service of the curient year,

GeNTLEMEN OF THE HoUusE oF ASSEMBLY—

4, The details of these amounts will be submitted to
ou, with the Supplementary Estimates for the current
year, at an early period of the session.

HoxoraBLE GENTLEMEN AND (GENTLEMEN-—

5 That the sound financial position of this colony 1s
getterally appreciated 18 evidenced 1 a ratisfactory
manner by the facility with which Government Secun-
ties are disposed of at moderate premwums, 1n England
and the adj.cent colonies.

6 It will also be sauisfactory to you to learn the
following facts connected with our material progress
during the past year.—

The population—as nearly as can be deduced from
previous returns, from the difference between arrnvats
and departures, and frorh excess of births over deaths
during the year—may now be estimated at about one
hundred aud nine thoytsand souls,
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“ The land sold by the Government during the year
ended 1st Apnl, amounted to one hundred and eighty-
etght thousand acres, and the price realized to upwards
ot two hundred and twenty-mine thousand pounds,
whilst the quanuty under cultivation exceeded twa
hundred and three thousand actes—of which wheat and
other gran crops formed moré than one hundred and
sevénty-two thousand nine hundred acres,

The extent of Crown Lands held under leases com-
prises ahout twenty-four thousand square mues, which
18 divided 1nto four hundred and eighty-five holdings,

1elding an annual rental of thirtecn "thousand three
Emndred and eighty pounds,

‘The foreign trade, as exhibited in the Customs Re-
turns during 1856, shows the value ot the imports for
consumption n the colony, at one milhion two hundred
and five thousand and siXty-mine pounds, and the
value of the exports of thestaple produce of the colony
at one million three hundred and sixty-four thousand
nine hundred and four pounds, Of this total export,
the value of gramn and flour amounted to five hundred
and thirty-tour thousand seven hundred and eighty
pounds , of wool to four hundred and twelve thousand
one hundred and smaty-three pounds, and of ore and
metalg to four hundred and eight thoysand and torty-
three pounds

¥ have much gratification 1n call'ng your attention to
the indications of advancing prosperity furmished by
the above analj ey

7 The repeal of the Actof Parhament which has
hitherto regulated the sale of the Waste Lacds of the
Crown in this Province 1mposes upon you the task of
forming & system ter their futusre management, ana L
haye caused a Bill to be prepared for this purpose,
which will be laid before you at an early day That
Bill adopts the main features of the previous law, as
regards the mode of disposal of the Waste Lands of the
Crown ; but 1t prescribes no fixed appropriation of thew
proceeds, leaving 1t to the Legisiature, tor the timg
being, to determine, 1 accordante with the varyng
wants of the community, to what objects they shall be
applied, and 1n what proportion.

8 herc will, at the same time, be laid before you a
seres of resolutions embodymmg provisions designed to
afford encouragement to the nomination of immigrants
by persons setiled 1n the prevince, and the volunzary
or asmisted immmgration of suitable persons who may
arnve m the coiony, without aid from the public
Revenues,

These resolutions will also contain as an importent
feature, a proviston that the powers and functions of
the Land and Eumigration Commissoners in England
shall henceforth be exercised by persons responsible
sulely to the Government of this coleny

9 With reference to the means of communicatiort
and transport—so 1mportant in all new countries—Bills
will be lawd before you, providing for the amendment of
the sys.em at present in force as regards main roads,
and for the extension of the present railway from Gawler
rown northward, as far as Kapunda, and eastward
towards Gumeracka, as far as the base of thehills The
mcreased facihties, and dimunished cost of transit, re-
sulung from the use of railwayg, and the savingin the
cost of roads, which must otherwise be constructed,
appear fully to jusufy the proposed extension, while
the resources of the proviace are abundantly adeguats
to meet any temporary burthen whick 1t may occasion.
Concarrently with these measures, your attention will
be directed to a plan for developing the trade on the
Raver Murray, and securing to thig province the ter-
nunus of that navigation, by affording faciliuies for the
shipment of river-borne goods, at Victor Harbour, 1
sea-going vessels

10 In counrfection with this trade, I have to inform
you that the original arrangement made with New
douth Wales and Vietona, for the collection of dutied
upon all nver-borne good# imparted into those colonies,
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has been guperseded, on the part of the Govern nent of
Victoria, since the lst March last I have directed
copies of the whole correspondence connected with that
subject to be lail before you, from which you will per-
ceve that the Governments of New South Wales and
Victoria propose to adopt, in eommon, the tanff of New
Seuth Wales, and to collect the duties under that tanff
through the mstiumentality of a jont Custom House
at the janction of boundaries, unless this Government
concurn adopting the same tarff The negoc ations
on this important point are stll pending, and there are
grounds for belief that a conclusion may ultimately be
arrived at advantageous to the common interests 1n-
volved.

11 I have also directed a Bill to be la:d before you
to anthorise this Government, for a limited period, to
become a party to the contract made by the Home Go-
vernmeant, for the Mail Service to these colomes, and
to make arrangements for the Branch Service to this
province !

12 T have also directed to be lmd before you a Bill
to amend. the present Education Law, both with a
view to the enlargement of the present system, and to
1its more effectual support This measure leaves un-
touched that principle of the present law which de-
clares that education shall be based upon the Christian
rehigron, mithout doctrinal teacliog , but 1t 18 intended
to provide for the erection—throughout the settled dis-
tricts of the Proviice—of suitable school-buildings, and
for the augmentation of the stipends of teachers, and
1t provides for the cost thus occasioned by the imposi-
tion of an Education Tax  The details of this measure
will, I hate no doubt, receive at your hands that atten-
tion which 18 due to the importance of a system on
which must mainly depend the qualifications of the
future generations of the citizens of this Province for
self-government

13. Your attention wall also be directed to a revision
of the Electoral Law, which has been found to be
cumbrous and costly in 1its present form, and a Bill
will be submitted to you for applying a remedy to these
evils.

14, The present system of Responsible Government,
under which the Minstry 18 virtually appointed by—
and holds offiee at the wiil of—an Elective Legislature,
appears to have removed every ground for the appoint.
ment of Boards to perform various executive functions,
and appears to afford a fitung cpportunity for bringing
under the direct and fmmediate control of the Govern-
ment sevefal wotks which are now, by law, placed
under this machinery. I liave, therefore, directed Bulls
to be prepared and laid before you for removing the
Railway Commissjomers, the Water Works Commus-
g1oners, the Harbour ‘Irust, and the Central Road
Board, and for placing the undertakings now carried on
by their mstrumentality under the direct control of the
Commussioner of Public Works, with such assistance
&3 may, 1n each case, be deemed necessary

15 Aumong the other umportant topics to which your
attention wiil be d'rected, the Reform of the Law will,
doubtless, occupy a promunent place, and I have
directed various Bills to be prepared and laid before
you bearing on this subject, They will include a Bill
to amend thre law of Real Property, which will provide
for the distribution of landed property in cases of in-
tedtacy, in the same manuer as personal property 1s
now dwistributed , and will sunplify the evidence of
title, by shortening the period within which actions for
the recovery of land may be brought, and will afford
facihittes for settling doubtful or disputed titles, a
Bill for amending the Insolvent Law, and a Bill for
mereasing the number of Judges, and enlarging the
éphere of duties of the Supremg Court, by providing for
the establhishment of Circuit Courts

16 In conclusion, and speaking for myself mndi-
vidually, I most smncerely congratulate you on the
¢nlarged powers of self government conferred on the
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commumty which you represent The personal satis-
faction which [ experience at thus meeting you on an
occasion 50 auspicious a3 the openming of the first Parlia-
ment of South Augtralia, wholly elected by the
people, 18 much increased by the confidence with
which I anticipate a no less prudent than energetic
exercise of their eatensive powers by the Representa«
tives of the Pecple,

17 Yet—whilstrelieved by the existing Constitution
of much responsibility, which till lately had attached
to my office~I feel that a new and equally grave res-
ponsibility will anse, whenever, with none between
the Representative of the Soverergn and the people, 1t
may become the duty of the former to give the fullest
constitutional development to the wishes of the country
That responsibility T do not shrink from, satisfied that
a fearless and honest desire to act up to the liberal
spirit of the Constitution wiil always ensure the suppors
of a South Australian Parliament

His Excellency having retired from the Counail
Chamber, the Speaker and Members of the House of
Assembly withdrew.

Mr Davrirort moved the appomntment of a Seleet
Commuttee of five to prepare the draft address of the
Legislative Council to hig Excellency, 1n reply to'the
speech delivered by hum to the Houses of Legslature

The Council proceeded to the ballot, and the follow-
g members were declared to have the greatest num.
ber of votes, viz —Mr. Davenport, Mr. Gwynne,
Captan Freeling, and Major O'Halloran  There being
a tie between two other Members, the President de-
cided by lot, whereupon Mr Baker was chosen, and
declared to be, with the before-named gentlemen, the
Committee duly appointed. To report on Tuesday,
28th April,

Mr Davsxrort moved the provisional adoption of
the Standing Orders of the last Legislative Couneil,
dated October 27, 1852, mutatis mutandss, and so far ag
applicable, until altered by a vote of the Ceuncil.
Agreed to

Adjourned until Tuesday, 28th of Apnl

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

. WrpxnEsDaY, APRrIiL 22

There was a very full attendance of members A
few minutes after I o'clock, a messenger informed the
Clerk of the House that the attendance of members was
requested in the Legislative Council by the Commis.
swoners, to Irear the Commiussion read, by which Parlia-
ment was to be opened 'lI'he great body of the
members present obeyed the summons, and shortly
afterwards returned, and proceeded to the swearing m,
and to the election of a Speaker. Throughout the day,
the Strangers’ Gallery was densely crowded

On resuming their seats, after their return,

The Cuier SecaeTARY informed the House that his
Excellenoy had been pleased to appoint him aad the
honorable the Attorney-General Commussioners to ad-
munister the oaths intercliangeably to each other, and
also to the several members, and handed m the Coma
mission directéd to them for that purpose, which was
read by the Clerk.

The Attorney-General then advunistered the oath
of allegiance to the Chief Secretary That officer ads
ministered the like oath to the Attorney-General, and
then both acting as Commussioners adumnistered the
oath to the whole of the members who were called up,
six at a time, by the Clerk, beginning with the members
for the City of Adelaide

Mr Marks was swora agcording to the Judawe form,
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ELECTION OF SPEAXKER.

The Crier Secretanry said the next busimess was
to proceed to the election of a Speaker He therefore
suggested that some hon member should propose a
fitting person for that office,

Mr. Bacor said, 1n electing a gentleman to fill the
office of bpeaker, the House, he thought, were agieed,
that 1t should fall on a person, who could £il] the situa-
tion best  The Speakership of that House was a post-
tion of honour and dignmity second to none other in the
colony, In considering the sort of person who should
il that office, due regard should be paid to the neces-
sary qushhcations, and he thought 1t would be agreed,
that those quahfications were to be found in the gentle.
man whom he was about to propose 1le thougntthere
was no doubt but that the Speal.er should be a person
well acquainted with the precedents and practice of
other Legislative Assemblies, as hon gentlemen must
be aware that differences of opinion would often anse,
and the settleruent of those differences must 1n a great
degree depend upon the rules adopted and carried out
in other Assemblies 71he gentleman elected as Speaker
should be able also to devote a large portionof his time
to the performance of Ins onetous duties, and he
thought he need only mention the name of George
Stnckland Kingston, Esquire, one of the hon mem-
bers for the Burra, to secure the unarimous approval
of the House (Hear, hear) Thosc hon gen lemen
who had sat with Mr Kingston 1n the formet House of
Assembly could not but have remarked the great assi-
duity with which that gentleman attended to his legis-
lauve duties They must also have remarked the
promptness with which he referred to decisive authori-
ties mn disputed cases He was also known to be a
gentleman, whom the colony delighted to honour He
was an old colonist, and had borne the heat and burden
of that kind of work, which had made the colony what
1t 18, as well as having been unceasing 1n his attention
to us advancement since 1t was favoured with represen-
tattve insututions He begged to propose Geurge
Btrickland Kingston, Esq , as bpeaker,

Mr Hare seconded the motion with hearty good
will. Having worked on Commmttees with Mr. King-
ston, he could testify to his indefatigahle industry, and
to his prersptness i producing information to guide

those associated with hum i the transaction of busi-
ness,

The Clerk of the House put the motion, which was
carried unanimously, and Messrs Bagot and Hare then
eonducted Mr Kingston to the chair

The SPeAxER returned thanks for the honour con-
ferred on im  He expressed his apprehensions lest he
should not be able to realize all that s proposer ex-
pected from him, but he could smcerely say, that no
exertion on hie part should be wanting ~ He trusted he
might rely on the support of the House in his attempts
to maintain order, and he agam expressed his thanks
for the honour conferred on him.

The Cutzr Sccreranry congratulated the hon the
Speaker elect on his being selected by the House He
had much pleasure in avowing his confidence that the
Speaker elect would perform his duties with dignity,
umpartiaiity, and firmness  Their next duty as mem-
bers would be to present the Speaker elect to the Go-
vernor-in-Chief

Arnangements for this weie made by dispatching the
Chief Sectetary to ascertain when it would be his Bx-
cellency ‘s pleasure to recesve the Speaker elect.

The Ci1er StcrFTARY returned, and reported that
hus Excellency would be happy to receive the Speaker
4t ten mnutes after 3 o’clock
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As there was no further business, the Houss ad-
journed untl that time

On the reassembling of the House—

The Speaxcr said 1t was not necessary to have
another notice with reference to his presentation He
would, therefore, be happy to be accompanied by as
many members as could malke 1t convenient to attend
on his presentation

The whole housc rose and procceded to present the
Speaker to lis Excellency the Governot-in-Chief

On the reassembling again of the House—

The Sreaxer proceeded to report that he had been
presented to his Excellency the Governor-in-Chief,
who had been pleased to approve of the selection of the
House, He (the Speaker) had claimed, on behalf of
the House, the prnivilcge ot freedom of speech, and all
other privileges appertaining to proper Legislative fune-
tions His Excellency had been pleased to eoncede
and confirm all those prnivileges. He (the Speaker)
agawn expressed his sense of the high honour that had
been conterred on him It was to him-—a resudent of
twenty-one years’ standing, and the first white man who
had set foot on the site of Adelaide—a great gratification
to be chosen Speaker of the first South Australian House
of Asscmbly, elected by universal suffrage and vote by
ballot  (Ifea1, and applause )

‘Ihe House again adjourned for a few minutes, and,
on 1ts reastembling, a Messenger summoned the House
to hear hns Excellency's opeming speech in the Legisla-
tive Council Chamber ‘the Speaker and the rest of
the hon members, in a body, obeyed the summons,

PETITIONS.

Mr Hugnes, on the reassembling of the Houze, pre-
sented a petition, from Wilham Bakewell, against the
return of Horace Dean, commonly called Dr Dean, of
the District of Barossa,

The Clerk read the petition — \
To the Honourable the House of Assembly of the pro-
vince of South Australia, 1n Parhament assembled
The petition of William Bakewell, of Felixstow, i
the province of South Austraha, gentleman,

Humbly showeth—

That, at the general election of members to servein
your Hounsurable House, held on the 7th day of March,
1857, under the provisions of the Consuituton Act and
the Electoral Act of the said province, Walter Duffield ,
a certain person calling hunself Horace Dean, but
whose true name, your petitionet has been informed,
was and 18 William ‘1homas Haskell, your petitioner,
the saxd Wilham Bakewell, and Wilham Jacob, were
candidates for the representation of the listrict of
Barossa, 1n the said provinee, and John Stewart Browng
was the Returning Officer of the said distrret.

That at the close of the said election the said Re-
turming Officer declared the state of the votes for the
said respecuve candidates to be as follows, that 18 to
8ay—

For the said Wa.ter Duffield .. 406 votes,

For the said person so calling himself

Horace Dean. .. ..... 337 do

For your petationer, the said W Bakewell 220  do.

For the said Wilham Jacob .. 166 do

Whereupon the said J Stewart Browne, as such Re<
turning Officer, declared the saxd Walter Duffield and
the said person so calling himself Horace Dean to be
duly elected members for the said district

That at the time of the said election the said Wil-
liazin Thomas Haskell (so calling himself Horace Dean)
was 1ncapable of bemg elected a member of your Hon-
ourable House on the ground that he was a native of
the United States of America, ard was not, at the tme
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of such election, a natural-born or naturalized subject
of Her Majesty.

That previously to the raid election the said Wil-
liam Thomas Haskell (so caliing himself }Horace Dean)
had heen guilty of bribery and corruption, with a view
to influen: ¢ the votes of divers perSons having votes at
such election, contiary to the provisions of the Act in
that case made and provided.

That for the reasons aforesaid the said Wilham
Thomas Haskell (so ealhing himself Horace Dean) was
end 1s wholly disabled and 1neligible toserve as amem-
ber of your Honourable House, and the votes given 1n
his favour were and are utterly meffzctual, and the re-
turn of William Thomas Haskell (so caling himself
Horaece Dean) was and 18 by reason thercof wholly null
and void.

Your petitioner prays as follows *—

1 That this petition may be referred by vour Hon-
ourable House to the Court for the Trial of Disputed
Retnrns, to be appointed in pursuance of the said Elec-
toral Act

2 That the election and return of the said Wilhiam
Thomas Haskell (so calling himself Horace Dean) may
be declared null and vord, and that your petitioner may
be declared duly elected a member to serve in this pre-
sent Parliament as a member of your Honourable
House for the said District of Barossa, and that the
name of IHorace Dean may be erased from the returp,
and the name of your petitioner substituted therein.

That your petitioner may have such further and
other relief as the nature of the case may requue.

Ordered to be printed.

_ Mr Buyra presented a petition signed by George Hall
(Chairman), Arthur Blyth (Deputy-Chairman), and
David Melulle (Sceretary), of the Chamber of Com.
merce, praying that the sum of £24,000 be set aside
annually, for three vears, for the promotien of direct
steam commumcation with England.

Received, read, and ordered to be printed. *

STANDING ORDERS.
Mr. Bryrr moved that the Standing Orders of the
late Council ben force, until new ones be decided
upon.

Mr. Bacor asked whether the Government were
prepared to propose any Standing Orders preferable
to those of the old Council,

The Caizr SEcRETARY said they were not,

The ATTorNEY-GENERAL, a8 & matter of etiquette,
suggested that nothing but formal business should be
done, until the Gavernor's speech had been considered
The motion as to Standing Orders was something more
than formal business,

Subsequently agreed to.

SHIPPING ACCOMMODATION.

The TrEASURER laid an the table ¢ A Bill awutituled
an Act to repeal Tonnage Dutics on Shipping, and to
authorize the leasing of the Wharf Frontage at Port
Adelaide known as the North Parade;’’ and moved—
That 1t be now read a first time.

Bill read a first time, and ordered to be read a second
time on Yuesday, the 28th of April

TIHE GOVERNOR'S SPEECH.

The Seraxrr announced that he had obtamed a
copy of the Governor’s speech, which, with the con-
sent of the House, he would read,

The Curer SECRETARY proposed, for the better con-
mderation of the addiess, that the speech should not
Jbe formally read, until the next meeting of the House
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He would, also, for the same reason, propose that the
House, on 1ts rising, do adjourn until Tuesday next

Mr Hvenes enquited whether the necessary statis-
tical information would be placed 1n the hands of mem-
bers before the next meeting There were many sub.
Jects, especially that of railways, which requured
attention

THe AtTorwEY-GENFPRAL suggesfed that it was not
expedient to commence discussion of those subjects at
that moment 1f the House, indeed, decided on dig-
cussing the Governor's speech at that moment, he had
no objection,

Mr Hveres merely wished to have the necessary
information 1n Lus hands.

RETURNS

The Treasvrer laid on the table the following
papers, viz —Comparative Statement of Estimated
and Actual Revenueand Expenditure, 1856. Revenue
and Expenditure of South Australia for quarter ended
March 31, 1857 Customs Returns for quarter ended
December 31, 1856. Customs Returns for year ended
December 31, 18566, State of the Loans authorized by
the Legislature for the construction of Public Works,
Excesses on Votes, 1856, Ordered to be printed.

COURT FOR TRIAL OF DISPUTED RETURNS,.
Mr Bryru moved that four members of the House

be elected to form a Court for the Trial of Disputed
Returns,

"The motion was carned, and Messrs Bagot, Water-
house, Blyth, and Hughes, were chosen by hallos,

The Currr Srcrerary asked the hon member for
the Port whether he ceuld with satisfaction to himself
and others sit as a member of that Court, after the part
he had taken that day in presenting a petition against
the return of a member  He merely put 1t to the hon.
member’s own sense of propriety.

The AtTorNcY-GENERAL believed his hon friend the
Chief Secretary was under a slight misapprehenbion as to
the position of the hon member for the Port He did
not, of course, mtend to dictate to that hon gentleman,
but he mustsay that itwould be, in hisopinion, anunwise
tning to estabhsh the precedent, that a member who
presented a petition on any subject was by so domng
committed to a particular line of conduct, (Hear,
hear.) He trusied the Chief Secretary would feel, that,
unless there were particular circumstances 1n the posi-
tion of the hon member for the Port, there was nothing
1 presenting a petition to prevent his acting as he
pleased. (Hear, hear )

Mr, Huenes had, on hearmg the result of the ballof,
got up for the express purgose of requesting his name
to be erased from the list of members of the Court. He
did so, because from the moment the return 1n question
was announced, he had expressed himself moststrongly
on the subject. He had, in fact, done more, he had
urzed hon. members to take a very decisive action in
the matter. Ile had expreseed a strong opimion on the
subject, and he held that opimon still. ~ (Hear, and ap-
plause ) He was anxious that the House should ex«
press an opimon as to whether, after tnat explanation,
Ire should be a member of the Court, If so, he was
quite willing to take his oath, that he would act
honestly (Hear, and applause } He had no hesitation
in saying that he thought the return in question a dis-
grace to the House and the country—(** Order,”” and
** Hear, hear’’)—but of course he had nothing to found
an opjnion on as yet, except the statements which he
had read in the newspapers,
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Mr Haze thought the expression of opmnon which
they had just heard was quite sufficient to disqualify
the hen member for the Port from bang a member of
the Court in question. The commonest ermminal was
entitled to an umpartial yjudge.

Mr, Burrorp thought the hon member for the Port
was quite justified 1n the remarks he had made, and the
opimion he had expressed,

Mr NEavres thought after the expression of opinion
which had fallen from the hon member for the
Port, that 1t would be but fair to Df Dean to pass over
the name of Mr Hughes and select the next name on
the ballot-papers He moved a resolution to that effect,
which was carried,

The SpeARER said there was a tie between the next
two names, there bemng eight votes each for Messrs
Dutton and Reynolds By the Standing Orders, 1t was
for him to decide between them He would do so by
lot. The lot fell on Mr. Reynolds.

House adjourned until Tuesday following.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

Tuzrspay, ApriL 28, -

The President, on taking the char this day, pro-
duced his Excellency’s commission empowering him to
edmmster the oaths to members, which was read by
the Clerk at the table,

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS.

Mr. Davenport laid upon the table the following
papers, iz ~—1, Excesses on Votes, 1856 2 Com-
parative Statement of the Estimated and Actual Re-
venue and Expenditure, 1856 3 Revenue and Ex-
penditure, quarter ended 31st March, 1857. 4. Cus.
toms Returns, quarter ended 31st December, 1856
& Customs Returns, year ended 31st December, 1856,
6 State of Loans for Public Works,

STANDING ORDERS.

Mr. Davenport moved thé appomntment of a Com-
mattee, with a view to the preparation of new Standing
Orders, to provide for the due conduct of the business
of the Counail, as required under clause 27 of the
Constitution Act He remarked that the frammng of
new Standing Orders would be necessary, as those in
use by the late Couneil would not meet the require-
ments of the Housc as at present constituted —Mr.
Younghusband seconded the motion, which was carnied
unammously,—Mr Baker expressed a hope that, 1f not
out of order, the President, whose knowledge of the
forms and usages of Parhament was vety considerable,
would be one of the members of the Commuittee —Mr,
Gwyrne concurred —The President said there was no-
thing to prevent his aeting if elected

The President, Mr Baker, the Commissioner of
Pablic Works, Mr. Morphett, and Mr, Gwynne were
appowmted.

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES,

Mz, Davenport moved that the House dopreeced to the
€lection of a Chairman of Comrmittees. In the early
days of the Legslative Council the Governor presided
in person. Afterwards, when the House was thrown
open to the representatives of the people, 1t appointed
1ts own Speaker In the year 1853, when the business
had very materially inereased, a Chairman of Commt.
fees was appomted to sssist the hon. gentleman who
presided, and that arrangement had continued 1n force
ap to the close of the late Coynaal. It would be ne-
cessary, of course, for the House to make & simlar
appointment, and he had therefore brought the subject
forward.—Captain Freeling seconded the motion,
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There could be no doubt but that they must have 4
Chairman of Committees, whether, as had been sug-
gested on a former day, they appointed the hon Prest-
dg\t or auy other person to peiformn the duties of the
office.

Mr Baker moved as an amendment-—That the duties
of Chairman of Committees be performed for the pre-
sent by the President. Hon members were aware that
a simular arrangement was likely to be adopted in the
other House of Parliament, and 1t would behove the
members of Council to exercise all possible economy
in the arrangements of their own branch of the Legis,
lature. He mightfurther observe that, under the circum-
stances, 1t was possible, in the event of their appointing
a separate Chairman of Committees, that there might
be rome question about the voting of his salary, forig
was quite certamn that if the large duties which the
combined offices would involve in the other House™
could be satisfactorly performed by one mndividual,
there could be no difficulty in the same arrangement
being carried out in the Legislative Council, where, for
some time to come at least, there would be very much
less to do. He preferred putting the amendment 1n
the form he had done, for if the motion were ecar-
ried, and they proeeeded to appoint the President
Chairman of Committees, that hon gentleman might
be considered entitled to draw the salaries of both
offices, 1n which case the object he had 1n view would
be frustrated,

The President intimated that the hon member's
motion was not an amendment ; 1t eould only be put as
an addition to that ongmnally before the House.—Mzr
Baker had no objection,: provided 1t were understood
thdt the hon. President did rot draw both salaries.—
Mr Younghusband suggested the introduction of wordsd
to that effect,—Mr Baker was fearful of exceeding the
powers of that House by appearing to touch upon
matters of finance.—Mr. Davenport remarked that for
the present year, at least, provision had been made on
the Estilnates for a separate salary for the Chairman of
Commuittees —Mr Baker added the words suggested by
Mr Younghusband —The President again expressed
his opinion that the motion was not an amendment.—
Mr, Gwynne thought differently Xt negatived the ap-
powntment of a Chawrman of Coramittees, and provided
that his duties should be performed by the President
In fact, it appointed no Chairman of Committees at
all, therefore the salary of the office eould not be
drawn, even were no provision to that effect included

The President observed that the office of Chairman
of Committees must be created before the House
could determine that any particular person should per-
form the daties appertaiming to 1t —Mi, Baker did not
imagme that the object of the amendment could bé
misunderstood —The President understood 1ts object
perfectly well —Mr. Davenport read from the Electoral
Act the clause providing that thesalary of the Presilent
should be equal, at least, to that of the Speaker of the
House of Assembly —Dr, Davies said the Legislative
Council had not the power of fixing either salary.—Mr
Forster suggested that the words of the amendment
should be ‘*the duties which ordinanly attach to the
office of Chairman of Committees *’

The President then put the amendment, which was
earrjed without a dwvision in the following form :—
““That 1t 13 the opinion of the House that the duties of
Chawrman of Commuttees shall, for the present, be per-
formed by the President of the Couneil, without any
extra salary for the performanee of such duties.’

LIBRARY COMMITTRE.

Mr Davenpor{ moved—* That two members of thid
House be elected to join two mrembers of the other
House, or such other members as they may appont,
to constitute a Libraty Committee,” which was carned
unanimeusly.—The members appointed were, the Pre.
sident and MrDavenpeors. '
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DAYS AND HOURS OF MEETING

Major O"Halloran, n introducing the motion of which
he had given notice on this subject, said he hoped the
days he proposed would be found to suit the views of
the members But he was willing to alter the hour from
1 o'clock to 2, as he believed that was more 1n accory-
ance with the general feeling  He trusted that, for the
convenience of country members, no later time of meet-
ing would be msisted upon. He moved —* That the
days of meeting be Tuesday, Wednefday, and Thurs-
day 1n each week, at the hour of 2 o’clock “*—Captamn
Bagot seconded the motion —Mr Ayers moved as an
amendment that the days of meeting be Wednesdays
and Thursdays at 2. He thought that for the present
two days would be sufficient for the business of that
House,—Mr Gwynne seconded this —Captain Scott
feared, 1f they had only two days in the week they
should have to et till a very late hour —Mr Gwynne
remarked that in such easethey could add another day
At presenthe believed they would have but hittle to do.—
Mr Forster would be sorry for the House to express an
opuon that its functions were likely to be so limited
that two days in the week wonld be sufficient for their
discharge They had yet to settle what were the func.
tions of the House, and such a resolution, 1if carried,
would close the door to any idea of their b.ing of an
extended kind He hoped, for the sake of the dignity
of the House, that the days of business weuld not be
too restricted —Mr, Younghusband supported the
original motion  If business weré slack they could at
any time adjourn for a week,—Mr Baker had little
doubt that, for the present, two days a week would be
really sufficient, but he should be sorry to see the
amendment pressed if 1t were against the feeling of any
portion of the House. Thereason why he thought two
days sufficient was, that for some fime to ceme the
members would chiefly be oceupied 1n attendance on
preliminary committees—those for the Standing Orders,
the hbrary, &c |
labours, 1t would not be desirable to bring much pablie
business before the House ——Mr Ayers® amendment was
withdrawn and the original motion carried.

REPLY TO THE GOVERNOR'S SPEECH,

Mr Davenrort laxd upon the table the report of the
Commuttee appointed to prepare a reply to his Ex-
cellency’s address. Read and ordered to be printed in
form as follows ,— .

May 1t pleage your Excellency .

1. We, the Members of the Legislative ‘Council, beg
to thank your Excellency fortbe ppeech with which

you have been pleased to open the first Parhametit of

South Anstralia.

2. Wedesire to express our acknowledgments of the
promptitude which your Exeellency displayed in the
1mntrodudtion of the New Constitution under which we
are now assembled,

3 Weare much gratified to be informed of the satis-
factory ‘position of our financial affairs 3 and “‘we doubt
not that the honour and credit of this colony wall, under

tire ew form -of Government, be dantiously preserved

and resolttely upheld .
4 It 18 matisfactory to hear that, notwithstaudiag the

powerfal -allurements held out to our fellow-citizens

by the gold fields of the neighbouring colenies, our

populition, mBtead of 'being dessened, ‘Has gradually
mereased , fhat our waste lands are still sought after to

sirch ah oxtent as to ‘give promise-of -a future and per-

manent prosperity , and that ourexporis so very con-
siderably exceed vur imports

5. In this generally prosperous position of affawrs, at
the moment of the introduenon ot Consuitutional Go-
verfitnent, we Vénture to recoghizé an augury-of geod
to the'future degtinits of our dountry.

6. Andin ¢orclusion, we beg to assure your Excel-

" “ (.
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lency that we shall enter upon our new duties with a
just appreciation of the responsility imposed upon us,
and that we will, with the sole view to the interests of
this colony, maturely consider, not only the very 1m,
portant subjects alluded to in your Excellency’s speech,
but all others upon which it may become our duty to

legislate

Mr GwynnF moved that the consideration of the
proposed add.ess be an Order of the Day for Wednes-
day.~Mr Baker hoped 1t would not be put off till the
next day, s there was no other business before the
House —The President said 1t was necessary that
notice should be given —Captain Hall seconded Mr,
Gwynne's motion,—Mr Angas remarked that the usual
method had been to refer the Governor's speech to the
House for consideration before the drawing up of a
reply, and he thought that-the better course —The
motion was lost on a division by a majorty ot five,

Mr Baxer then moved that the Standing Orders be
suspended, with a view to enable the House to proceed
to the consideration of his Excellency’s speeth and the
reply.—Mr Morphett seconded the motion, which was
carried —The House adjourned for twenty minutes, in
order to give time for the receipt of the reply irom the
printer. On the reassembling of the Council, Mr
Baker moved the House into Commituice —The Presi-
dent put the question, “That I do now 1 ave the
chair ’—This having been carried, the hon gentleman
left the chair, but instead of taking that prowided for
the Chairman of Committees at the Clerk’s table, he
remamed standing on the corner of the dais —The
House hdving gone in Commuttee, Mr Baker rose 1o
move the adoption of the report, but Mr, Fisher stll
standing on the das, sid 1t was out of order to address
the House or the Committee wien there was no one
the chair He would take the chawr on that occaston,
howev.r, but would reserve to himself the night of ex-
pressing his opinion as to the resolution the Houge had
passed upon the subject on the frst suitabl® bceasidn,
Tre House had by 1ts unammous voice adlopt:d & vote
affecting himself upon which while 1o thechair he could
not express his feeing It had, also, by the effett of
that vote, preciuded him from expressing his'opin on
upon & subjeet concerniug which, m o nmon ‘with
every other member of that House, he mignt be eup-
posed to take much interest—the reply to the tros
verhor's speech When he found himself plated' in
that anomalous position by the resolution of theHouse,
and when he so far complied with that resdlutidn as to
take the chair, he must repeatthet he should hot Teel
himself debarted trom expressing his vopimon on the
subject at a future time —Major O’ Hallorau exptéssed
s sotrow if fait play had not been given to the Presi.
dent, whom the¥ all o much respected +~The Charz
man reminded the hon gentlémah that he was out @
order. The House was then in Committee upon the

reply to his Ecellency”s speech. k

Mr Baxtr then rose and satd, he believed it had been
untended that sofme other hon member shofild have
moved the &doption of the reply, but in that hon.
member’s absence he had no objection to wct for him,
He believed the reply pledged no hon member to any
line of pohey, which might have been the cade had 1t
gone more elabotatelynto every part of lus Excellency's
speech It did little more thah promise co-operation
1 all uséful measures, and expressed pleasure at the
properity of the différent colomal mterests. Had the
reply gone into detail, he should have been compélled
to oppose the Minstry ; fof one portion of the speech
intimated an intention to attempt borrowing mmoney for’
large public works. It was not so expressed, but they
‘all knew that the proposition to extend the rallwdy to
Kapunda was an indication of that kind, and the scheme
was certainly one which would afford the Government
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the means of increasing its patronage. Agam, heshould
have had to oppose the Ministry on the subject of
elducation, for he knew that the teeling of the majority
was againat sectarian education, and he did not see how,
when btate aid had been taken away—finally, he pre-

sumed—{rom religion, 1t could be accorded to sectarian
education, or, 1n other words, to teaching children doc-
trines, which they did not understand, when 1t was not
thought fit to aid 1n teaching them to adults e mght
ebserve, also, that he must differ from the views ex-
pressed 1n the speech as to the financial position of the
colony, and that he doubted the correctness of the popu-
lation estimate It might be true that we had a balance
of £300,000 mn the Treasury, but it must not te for-
gotten that alarge part of 1t arose from the Land Fund,
which, 1r former days, would have been expended upon
emigration  Part of the money in hand should now be
devoted to that purpose, for he would take1t upon him-
gelf to say that at no period was labour more wanted
iz the colony than at the present—not even at the time
of the exodus to the diggmngs He would cant.on the
Minmstry against bemng too favourably mpressed with
the raillway scheme, merely because there was a large
sum m the Treasury It was but fair that some part of
the Land Fund should be pledged foi emrgration pur-
poses  Let that be done, and let the necessary cost of
government be deducted, and they might then see how
much would be left for railroads He believed there
would be something, but 1t ought not all to be lawd out
in the same direction  Much mght be done for various
parts of the colony by tramroads economically con.
structed, which at some future time might be converted
mto railroads  There was one subject which had not
been touched upon 1n the Governor’s specch —he meant
distillation  Any alteration was ohjected to upon the
double ground that it would wterfere with the revenue
and with the principle of free trade  1n his opinion 1t
would promote the latter, and would greatly asswst the
agricultargl mterest, to which the colony must look for
most of its support. It was clear that 1t would become
more and more difficult to find a market for their wheat,
and 1f the farmers were not epabled to convert 1t into
gpirits, he believed that agriculture would not flourish

The only way to meet the difficulty was to allow the
grower to do as he would, with h's gram and ks frut,
as was done 1n other countries  In the Cape there was
no such prohibition. The Tandhclders converted their
grapes into spirits, and into strong wines, the latter of
which were sent to Europe, and thenee hither and else-
where under the names of sherry, madeira, or such
other wines as could find a market (A laugh) He
believed that1f a liberal policy were pursued here we
might produce fair wines and distil at a profit He
would next refer to the differences which had ansen
between our Government and that of Victona concerning
the duties on the Murray, and he must say that he
thought they had mainly anisen from the course pur.
sued by the former. e hoped an amicable under-
gtanding would be arnved at withoup adopting the
Vietonan tanff, and this he believed could be easily
effected by an arrangement with the Melbourne Go.
vernment for us to collect the duties for them as they
had formerly proposed 'With regard to the varous
Boards, and the Department of Public Works, the
House might express an opinion at a future. time e
cowld 1magine that n some instagces the verypublicity
which had been given to the proceedings of the varmous
Boards had made them unpopular, and that a Govern-
ment department would have been equally open to
censure but for its working mm private This might
possibly be the case with the Harbour Board, which he
did not see that they could do altogether without.
He did not deny, however, that some Boards might be
abolishéd with advantage, and their functions placed
under the control of the Commussioner of Pubhic Works,

Mr Axers seconded the motion The hon, mover

had referred to points upon which he (Mr Ayers) had
intended speaking , but he would add, that hes was n.uch
gratified to eee from the last Gazetie an actual balance
1z favour of the revenue of £281,387 This was the
more striking, as, 1n some of the neighbouring colontes,
there was a deficiency. Then the exporta were
£1,364,90¢—a most unprecedented amount It was
very cheering, also, to see that no less than 203,000
acres of 1 md were under cultivation, capable of yiéld-
ing 2,580,000 bushels of gramn. The statistics of wool
and of mimng were equally sausfactory  They had the
matenal elements of wealth, and only wanted good and*
wise legislation to ensure the lasting prospenty of the
colony. .

MrForsTer'thought, aghe presumed the fisture course
of the Government would bein some degree nfluenced by
the opinions expressed in that House, that it would be
better for members to refer to such prominent pointsinthé
speech as rught have attragted their attenuion He
agreed generally with the proposed reply, which’ tvas
courteous and suitable, but he must refer to the 4th]
clause, which endorsed his Excellency’s statement with
regard to the population of the colony  }e did rot
behieve 1t had so much ncreased, nor did he think fHat’
the Government had any proper, machmery for forming
an estimate It had been arnved at from the perjodical’
statements in the Gazelle, which 1t was well kqown;
were not to be relied upon, No mode whatéver had
been adopted of checking the number of persons who
left the colony, nor could the Government have ahy
means of know:ng that the population at present reached’
109,000 The last census showed only 85,000 persons
in the colony, and be did not think thg Govérnment
had any rehable grounds for alleging thatso great an’
mcrease had arisen He wished for some explanation
of the financial statements 1 the Gaoverpor's speech,
contamed m the 3rd and 4th clauses, which’ were not!
quite clear He would ask the hon Commssioner of
Public Works to inform the House whether, he (Mr
Forster) was correct 1 inferring that a balance of
£200,000 was brought forward to the credit of the Go-
vernnrent at the commencement of the present year,
and whether a further balance of £109,000 was Likely
to accrue at the end of the currerit financial year. Then
reference was made to the dasy sale in England and’
élsewhere of Govetnuient debentures He was aware
that to a moderate extent they could be dispised of n
Victoria at a premium of two per cent , but he hoped
the hon. Commyssioner of Public Works would be able
to satisfy the House whether they could be'sold at a
premium 1n BEngland, and to what extent, for upon’
that must to a certain degree depemd the advisableness
of carrying out some of the suggested pubBli¢ works.
He was glad to see the satisfactory staté of tife whports
and exports, and also to perceive that the Government’
looked upon the excess of exports over mmports as an
evidence of our colonial prospenty, for he believed that
one member of the Government at least, on a previous
ocedsion, had expressed & contrary opimon. IHe was
pleased also to see the statement relative to the sale of
public lands. With regard to the gquestion of: emigra+
tion some explanations were requiréd Upon the railaway
question, He would say that he' was always favourable
to tHe construction of such public works as were likely,
to be remunerative ; but it must be remembeyed that!
railways would rot be so 1f they were toe-far extended.
He would sooner see the money proposed to be ex-
pended upon locomotive rallways to Kapunda and the
base of tlie hills nerth-eastward devoted to the exten~
sion of tramways in various directions. -He- must. say-
he looked with some apprehiension tipon the Govern-
ment sc¢héme of extending the Goolwa Ralway o
Victor Harbour, as he feared the latter would never
become the port of the Murray. If, however, fromre-
parts and estimates, 1t could be shown to be quite safe
and capable of being constructed, he should, of course,
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be open to give the subject a fair consideration. If the
river traffic should become permanent, which he trusted
1t would do, he should rather advocate a line of tram-
way 1n communication with some point upon the river

‘With regard to the duties on the Murray, he trusted
arrangements would be.made for thewr collection by
this colony under the assimlated tanffs of New South
Wales and Victoria. To turn to the subject of postal
communication, he had some doubst of the propriety of
subsidi/ing vessels largely for the mere purpose of the
conveyance of mails by way of the other colonies, es-
pecially as we should soon have telegraphic commum-
cation, He saw that the Government had yielded to
the pressure from without, and mtended introducing
some measures of law reforn., He trusted they would
fully meet the views of the publie, which they would
pot do unless they matenally reduced the expense of
the conveyance of real property. He saw that some
amendments were contemplated 1n the insolvency laws,
He believed the best amendment would be to decrease
the number of 1nsolvents (A laugh) He should
1ike to protect honest debtors, but he would never free
& man from the lisbilities of his debts if he were able
o pay them  He would also sweep away, so far as
debts werg concerned, the statute of limitations He
differed from his hon. friend, Mr Baker, upon the sub-
ject of the distillation laws, for he did not see that
their repeal would 1n any way benefit the farmer 1le
was & member of the Select Cédmmattee on the subject,
and he went mto 1t with the determination of repealing
the Distillation Act, but after hearing the evidence—
and one ot the witnesses was the hon. gentleman him-
self—he arrived at a diffirent conclusion. He did not
think the hon, member’s views would promote free
trade, on the contrary, they would protect one class
of the community at the expense of the colonists at
large, who ought to be allowed to purchase their spirits
in the cheapest market ‘Lhe farmers here could not
compete tn other mavkets with foreign distallers, for
even here they could not meet them, though they had
the advantage of a bonus of 25 per cent The bhon

member had said that free distillation did not affect the
revenue at the Cape, but that was an unfortunate re-
ference, 1nasmuch as the only reason the revenue was
not affectzd there was that the growers did not to any
ex:ient avail themselves of the freedom of distillation

A subject to which attention ought to have been drawn
in the speech was the ease with which convicts came
hither from Western Austraha. He would also hike to
se- some 1ntercolonial arrangement by which debts con-
tracted in one colony might be more easily recovered
mn dnother,

Mr Yoonouussanp had no hesitation 1n supporting
the reply, but he would make one or two remarks with
refeience to the speech itself He was of opmion that
much mére benefit would arise from the construction of
tramways than the extension of railways  He thought
the proposed outlay at Victor Harbour would be a waste
of public money, Already a large amount of property
had been wrecked 1n the Government harbour of Port
Eiliot, and the result, he apprehended, would not be
very different at Victor Harbour. As regarded the
proposed suppression of the different Boards, and the
placing of their operations ynder the direct control of
the Commissiouer of Public Works, he did not think 1t
would be possible to carry it out, for there would be
far too much detail for one man to direct successfully.

Mr. GwyNvE was pleased to see so much nnamumty
as to the reply itself, but 1t seemed to be expected that
the various members should make some poliucal con-
fessions as to the numerous subjsets touched upon 1n
his Excellency’s speech. He would have preferred
giving a silent vote, masmuch as his opinions might
change upon some of the points when they were further
brought under his consideration. He would not, how-
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ever, shrink from expressing hig present views, having,
with the caution, which perhaps attached 1tself to his
profession, provided for the possibility of thewr becoming
modified. (A laugh) With reference to emigration,
he might say at onee, that, had he directed publio
affurs for the last two years, he: would have spent
nothing 1n bringing people here who 1mmediately left
the colony, but would Fave laid 1t all out in railways
or other permanent 1maprovements ; and for the future
he would lay out nothing in emigration t1ll some change
took place in the relative posittons of this and the
adjointng eolony. It really would have been better
to have handed over our Land Fund to the Mclbourne
Government altogether, and to have let them bring out
their erugrants direct, than for us not only to have
found the cash, but to have taken the trouble of
mansging 1t also Railways had now become an almost
.nseparable adjunct of civihzation Sull they were
luzuries which could only be enjoyed by those who
were able to bear the expense of paying for them, and
this he did not think would be the case with us for
some years to come. Then, also, the benefit of railways
must be partial-—an objection which did not apply to
tramroads The good of the many would, 1n his opinion,
be more consulted bv the latter than the former No
thinking man could be apathetic on the subject of edu-
cation The highest offices of Government wereopeunto
all in the colony, and it was, therdfore, of the utmost
importance that all should be educated He did not,
however, approve of a tax for the purpose, as the
labouring classess here were well able to send their
children to school. Public Boards were expensive,
they cost much 1in salaries, office rents, and legal
advisers—for each Board must have its own solicitor —
and, therefore, so far as they could be concentratec}.
they might be so with advantage The Governor's
speech told them that 24,000 square miles of the lands
of the colony were leased, and they did not yleld a
revenue of more than 10s pet square mile e re-
greted that the Hon Mr Baker had not favoured the
House with his views upon the subject, concerning
which no one was more competent to speak. He (Mr.
Gwynne) would always uphold the credit and honour
of the colony, therefore he would no more seek to set
aside the lease of a sheep run than the grant of a town
acre, which might have become valuable, He would
protect the holder during the currency of the lease,
but after that he would let the land by auction m the
same way as the public lands were sold  He admitted
that the squatters were the pioneers of the colony, but
for that he thought they were sufficiently repaid by the
enjoyment of a long lease. With regard to Victor Hax-
hour, 1t was gratifying to hear, that, if anything, 1t
was a shade better than Port Elliott (A laugh) He
would wait, however, till the survey at preseat in_pro-
gress was completed, and then they might compare Victor
Harbour with Port Elliot and Port Adelaide. If he
found that the projected works were hkely to be pad
for by the land they would make ava'lable, and 1f they
would create a useful and valuable harbour, 1t would
not be for him to object to the outlay. He believed
that the report of the Harbor Master would consider,
ably raise Victor Harbour i the estimation of hon.
members, and it might al<o throw some hght upon the
practicability of navigating the Murray-mouth. He
must say with reference to lawlreform, that he had an-
ucipated a far more comprehensive system than the
(#overnment seemed ready to bring forward Tha
mere shortening the period of the statute of limitations
would effect very little, as they must make exceptions
in favour of infants, and then the whale trouble of
documentary evidence would be brought 1n again, and
of course no Legislature would venture to take away
all protection from infants  As to the expense of con-
veyances, he knew of his own knowledge that the
Regwstry Office nearly doubled 1t It had cost the
colony £100,000, and had not done good to the exteny

.




23] PARLIAMENTARY It "\ TES —Apnz 28, 1857 - [24

4 i [ ‘ -
of 82,000 e did not say that a registry-office mighs heen fairly discussed Tt was not that the bonus of 25
not be made the means of facile.and cheap conveyang~ p.t cent was insufficient, but that the expensive
ing, but 1t must be very diffesently arranged to that at | machinery,required by the Act prevented the chance
P esentin existentes ‘The Government scheme of law I of profitably engaging in the trade,
reform would do nothing, asit appeared to him, and!
he felt sure 1t would not meet the general wishes ¢n  3}ajor O’ Harrorax did not think his brother farmers
the subject He agreed with the hon, Mr Baker i { would be satisfied with him, 1f he passed over the hon.
thinking that dist:liation should be free, and he would! Mi Forster’s remarks on the subject of distillation.
make 1t 8o, because the people at large expected 1t at ! That hon gentleman’s statement, in his opimion,
their harrds  He did not think the alteration in the ! amounted to nothing, for the most scientific men in the
law would make much difference in therevenue, for halcolony were not exammed by the Committee—one in
ntust confess that among those whom he was in the | particular at Gawler Town, and many uthers whom he
habit of meeting, he saw no disposition to drink colomial | could name—therefore he did not think the guestion
wmnes i place of port and sherry, nor did he beleve i ih any way settled Give the farmers hiberty to distil,
that, for sorre years to come, the consumers of zas de v9 , and depend upon 1t they woyld not do 1t unless they
would set- 1t aside for the sake of any spirits likely | eould maekeat pay. e should support tramways, and
to be produced in South Australias With regard ta' he regretted he had not done so years ago, when he
the wines of the South, he doubted not a better taste!was a mwember of & former gouncxl, but he could net
might spring up among their descendants, but 1t would | support railway extension.
be a long time before this would materially affect tha ‘ - .
revenue, .| Captain Harn approved of the reply gemerally.
¢ With regard to the Disullatron Act, he would endva-
Captein Bagor did not think he ought 2o be silent on ' vour to have it.repeated, of he thought any good would
the subject of railways Ilis Excellency proposed the | arise from such a step, but he objected to clasd iegis-
extension of the Gawler hineto Kapunda, and he would latien, and could not agree to taxing foreign spirits for
not for one moment suffer 1t to be thought that the . the benefit of the farmers, There cquld be no chance
great benefit the scheme,if carned into effect, would |for the farmers here tocompete with the sugar-growers,
confer upon himself personally had in any way altered | whe, from the refuse of their canes, could make spints
his viens In his opinon, they had not before them |whieh they eould afford to sell at minepence per gallon
sufficient data to go upon, they had not even fair returns | If the farmers expected that they should distil without
of the position of the proposed railway They had |any excise impost, while, at the same time, the present
statements of receipts, but the other side of the account | duties were to be levaed on 1mported spunts, he could
-was nct put forward, The amount that 1t would cost |only teli them they must not count upon his vote, and
to éxtend the railvay from Gawler to Kapunda would | he might edd that e had no wish tq aid the farmers or
be sufficient to carry tramronds by way of Kapunda to | the vine-grwers 1 making the filthy compounds which
Blanchtown on the Murtay, and to the Burra Mine |had been aliuded to as being sent from the Cape to
He mught also observe that the tramways would pay [&ngland, and thence to us, under the names of port,
their own expenses, while the railway would render 1t {sheny, and madenia He xnew, however, hat 2ot a
aecessdry to tax the colony single bushel of grain would be used for distillation,
while sugar could be imported at anything like ats pre-
The Suryryor-GENerAL thought the Select Com- |eent price Why did mot the farmers grow barley for
mittee had acted wisely in notentering too much into {malt? They had alarge protective duty there in the
details  (Hear, heat )~ He had cxpected some objec- | shape of freight, msurance, and nterest of money, be-
trons to rauway estension, but he had nct anticipated | sades the duty of fourpence per gallon upon umported
any msinuation that the Government was influenced in | beer. He would neat refer to hus Excellency’s remarks
proposing 1t by the desive of patronage. Hedd not |upmn the financial positzon of the colony It all Jooked
51t there as forming any paro of the Government, but [vc.~ » 4 upon papei, but he should like to see n
he could soy with conhdenco, from his knowledge of {# i (~.wue statement of our habilites  'We ought to
the gentlemen 1n office, that they mever acted upon .3+ & what time.our bonds were redeemable. We
such?motives as those which were sought to be attri. <z » . e were Liable for the 1nterest, but a certam por-
buted to them Helimself wasin favour ot extending {tv 11 cae principal was also to be promided for pen-
the railivay northward, which would, as he believody |0 1+ ». y, and the House ought to have some information
benefit the most thick'y-populated distrrcts of the lupe-y that head. Wath regard to the duties on the
colony, but at thé same time he would endiavour ¢q|Ma ..y, he dad not think the Government could have
make some equivalent to the southern districts He | tal21 action sooner than they were domng He had
agitéed with the hen geniteman, who had sad 1t would [eeen a report from a competent person saying that
be prémature to consrder the question of Victor Harbour | Vioter Harbour was shghtly better than Port Flliot
ull the comnpletion of the so~1sy  With regard to the | Now the latter was as bad as 1t cquld possibly be so
poptlation of the tolony, o5 est'mated m s Excel<]that the deport was not very encouraging He had
lency’s speech, 1t might not beprecisely correct, but he | been up the Murray, and he was conviuced that there
belved 1t would be tound niearly so ought to be a port of shipment vn the banks of the
f river 1tseld,.for the same class of wessels which were
Mr Axcasconsidered that, m supporting the address, |suitable for river navigation were hardly fit even to go
no hon member would be pledging himself to any par- | across the Lake The idea of sea-gomng wesseis being
ticular line of policy  There was a general fecl'ng that | engaged upon the Murray was ridiculous—the traffic
_ thlere ought to be some great reforms 1n the law, but of { must be carned on by boats adapted to the raver, and by
These the details 'fmust be comvidered hevcafter He |them only  He behieved that there were many Boards
agreed with the hon Mr Forster that the best svay of | which were sufficiently sinular to be amalgamated, but
reforming the tnsolvent law would be to reduce the|he thought thehon the Commissioner of Public Works
number of insdlvencies, and he thought tlre readxesﬁ would find his hands teo fuil if, he undertoek the du-
way of doing this would be to veduce tire number of | ties of them all, He was himself a wember of one
public-house licences, for he had observed numerous jthem—the Harbour Trust—and he coild say that 1t
“tilures among the innkeepers, ansing prmetpalty trom | nvolved an nnmense amount of detail, and required
over eompetitton, ‘especialey 1n country tewns, Wathi! much close attentién, together with no small amount of
riference to Victor Harbetir, he mustremuind the House”} practical knowledge 1t had been said that the Boards
that, 1n one single storm, three ships had Yeen, wrecked | were wrresponsible, but he did not see that they were
there. He did not think the distillation question had |more so than any public department, for at present the
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Minister could come down at any moment he chose;
and mnspect all their accounts, and see everything they
were doing  The Governor’s speech stated that we
had a very large increase of population, and, if such
were really the case, he could only say 1t was very
gratifying  In conclusion he would remark that he
should hke to see some measure adopted, such as had
been passed in the other colonies, to protect us from.,]
the influx of conviets from Swan River,

Dr Davies, before entering upon the matter now
under discussion, wished to remove any impression
which might have been made on the mind of the hon
Captan Bagot by a word which escaped hum at a former
meeting, and by which he begged to assure the hon
gentleman he had meant nothing offensive He had
determined to make this explanation on the first occa-
sion of his rising to address the House He had no in-
tentioh of discussing every portion of the speech, but
he would say that he was an advocate of tramroads all
over the colony, and that he did not think the time had
arnved for any extensive system of rallways, He was
convinced that the public would not be sausfied unless.
the disullation question were thoroughly discussed and
set at rest  Regarding convicts from Swan Raver, he
dud not think 1t would be unconstitutional to introduce
& system of passports  Reverfing to the repeal of the
dist Hation laws, he theught they ought at least to try’
1t, and with that view he would introduce a paragragh
nto the reply, calling is Excellency’s attention to the
subject. This he read and proposed its adoption

, Mr Axeas trosted nd such amendment would be
supported, and 1t fell through for want of a seconder

The Covuissionrr of Punric Worgks expressed his
pleasurs at the statements of the views of the various
Jnembers, as He felt sure that discussion would do good
In sayng a few words 1n reply, he wonld take the dif-
ferent topics in the order ;n which they stepd in lus
Excellency’s speech  The financial statement referred
to by the hon Mr Forster was not at present, nor
-could 1t have been, given in detail

Mr ForsTEr—n explanation—had only meant to
ask, whether 1t were anticipated that the balance would
be mcreased by the end of the financial year to £300,000,
or whether 1t were apprehended that 1t wouid be ze-
duced 1o £100,000, as the two paragraphsin the speech
were not quite clear upon the subject.

. The CowumissionrFr of Punric Works understood
that £200,000 was the balance at the end of the last
year, and that the present quarter was espected to in-
crease 1t by £100,000 He was not able to answer the
question at present concerning the premium at which
bonds were selling 1n, England, but he would do so at
the next meetung of Councit  The estimate of the po-
pulation at 109,000, he must admit, was not correct—
{hear, hear) —but the error had arisen from the influx
ot a particular class of emigrants The number of 1n-
habitants at the ttme of the census was 85,000, and at
the end of 1355 1t had reached 96,983 At that time
no Chinese had arrived, but during the year 1856 there
were 6,105, and those were added te the number Most
of them lett the colony by way of Guichen Bay, and
those, unfortunately (perhaps trom 3,000 to 4,000) had
not been taken 1nto the aecount, therefore, the popula-
tion should have been stated at frgm 105,000 to 106,000,
mstead of 109,000, On the subject of education, an
hon member (Mr Baker) had adopted an erroneous,
1ded 11 supposing it was te be conducted on sectarian,
prinuples 'L he address spoke of education based ou!
the Christian religion, without sectananteaching He
was himself a member of the Education Board, and he
must say the system had been most successful, aud the}
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that it would be 1n no way altered. e had no doubt
that every hon member wished to do the best for the
colony in the matter of rmlways One hon member
had said that tramways to Blanchtown and the Burra
would cost no more than a railway tp Kapunda, He
thought that alone was sufficient to show that he had
not fully considered the question. Other hon. mem-
bers had spoken of the proposed railway as giving an
untair advantage to the North  He thought they must
forget the laige eutlay which had been made upon
jetties, and the great advantage those jetties had been
to the southern distriets.

Mr, GwyNNE—also 1n explanation—remarked that
there were no main roads 1 the South

The Commrssroner of Pusric Works said therfe was
& main road as far as Willunga. Hon, members had
commented upon the onussion of gny notice of the dis-
tillatien laws, but he thought the discussion itself had
shown. that no very unanimous conclusion could as yet
be araved at on the subject  Personally he was most
anxious tQ elicit g1l the wine-producing capabibities of
the colony, and the more so from his long residence 1n
the south of France, and his careful comparison gf the
chmates and soils of the two cquntries  He ngxt came
to the question of the duties on the Murrgy Hon,
members would see that to undertake the prevention of
smuggling along our extensive bush frontier would put
the colony to great expense, and be a hopeless task
However, the whole correspondence on the subject
would short]ly be laid upon the table, and then the
House coulr! judge for itself ~With reference to Vietor
Harbour, he had often wondered that the (toverpmeng
of former days had not made itself acquainted with thg
relative capabilities of that port and Port Elhot The
Harbour Master’s report would shortly supply the
fullest means of judging between the two In answer
to the Hon..Capt. Hall’s question, he need only say he
would shortly supply 1nformation on the subject of the
redemption of the bonds,

Mr Baker would say a few words, as he had been
appealed to, on the subject of the public lands leased to
the squatters  So far from looking at the gccupation of
24,00Q square miles as a matger of regret, he thought it
one of great congratulation, not go much on accouns of
the trfling amount of rent received, as from the in.,
crease 1t _ensured to our exporfs angd our general com-
merce. He quite agreed in thinking that, at the ter-
mination of the leases, the lands should be let to the
best advantage, and that_he would effect by phtting
them up to auctiogn—due time, however, being given to
the holder of the run to remove his stock, if requisitg,
The squatters were quate prepared to go further into the
mterior, and they were the last men 1n the colony who,
after the expirapion of their leases, would wish ta dold
land at 2 less rent than others would be walling to give
for 1t He believed the hon. Mr Gwynne was along
in his favourable views of Victor Harbour, but he hoped
he would take advantage of his ogeasipnal residence 1n
that neighbourhpod to ride over there and see it for
himself, espectally at times when the weather iwas un-
favourable for shipping, and then he believed he would
come to the same conclusion that he (Mr Baker) ha
done from personal observation, namely, thatit was not,
nor ever could be made, a safe harbour It appeared
to him that they were asked to go on w.th railways
step by step, but he hoped the colonists would not be
led aside by the cry of ¢ only a little further ”* He wag
convinced that tlus was the time to make a stand, ang
to determune upon a system of tramways He did not
quite agree inthinking we got no benefit from emigrants
-who lett at once for Mélbourne ‘Lhe <cup would soon
flow over; and we should get the advantage 11 our turn’,
He could not, therefore, agree with an hop member in
thinking they chould hand over our Land Fund tu she
Melbourne Government,
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M¢#, GwyNNE—in explanation—said he had only
spoken by way of illustration. He d:d not mean
gertously to recommend such a course, though he must
repeat thatit was gomng rather too far for us not only
to pay the money to bring out emigrants for Melbourne,
but to attend also totheir selectiony shipment, and com-
fort on the voyage. )

]

Mr. BagrEr referred agamn to: the Cape of Good
Hope, nsisung that the argument he had advanced
was quite in poiat, for 1f free dietllation did not affect
the revenue there, 1t was not Likely to do.so here The
question of spirits was the same as that of beer The
number of breweries did not prevent the iwportatién of,
ale and porter, and he did not see why the duties on,
foreign spirits should any more lead them to prohibit
free distillation, than the duty on imported beer should’
anduce therh to forbid free brewing  The opponents of
the repeal of the law were not consistent, for 1n the
same breath they said 1t would affect the revenue, and
that 1t woéuld not enabje the farmer to disul to any ad-
wantage Both those argumentg could noét be good,
and the questidn evidently requirtd further discussion
Reference hdd been made fo thé recivery of debts 1n
the other colonies This was very desiwrable, but he
hoped the question would be discusced on the broader
ground of federation, by which véry extensve, good
might be effected,

The motion was then put and carried unanimously.
Counecil resumed.

The 1eport was broyght up, adopted, and ordered to
be presented o his Lxcellency by the Preaxdent, and
such members as might desire to accormpany kum, and
at such yime as his bxcellency might please to appoint.

Adjourned tll 2 o’clock on Wednesday,

s

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.
Tugspay, AvdrL 28,
) PETITION
Mr Dvurrieyp presented a petition from 390 German
colonists, praying that a portion of the colonal révenue
might be appropriated to the introduction of colomists
from Germany —Recewved, read, and qrdered to be

printed.
ECHUNGA DIGGINGS.

Mr. Neavnes presented 2 petition from 13 gold-dig-
gers at Echunga, protesting agamst the recent lease of
auriferous land to Messrs France & Gules, and praying
that such land may not be leased 1n future —Recerved,
read, and ordered to be printed.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ' °

The Carer SecroTiry laid on the table a number of
returns and estimates, and some correspondence, which
were ordered to be printed  Among them was cor-
respondence relating to the Customs duyties on the
Murray, correspoundence relating to steam postal com-
munication, report.on and estimate ot sutvey of hne
of railway between Strathalbyn and Port Bliot, plan
anl esumate for an extension of Dry Creek 1ramway
to the leatree Gully; traffic returns, balance-shects
of several benefit and bwlding societies —Ordered to
be printed.

RUIFS OF SUPREMF COURT

The AtTorRnEY GENVFRAL laid on the table a paper
relating to the rules of the Supreme Court, which was
also ordered to be printed

CUSTOMS AND REVENUE RETURNS

The Trrasuren laid on the table Customs and Re-

venue Returns, in hike manner ordered to be printed.

MONTHLY MAIL COMMUNICATION
The Crmier Skcretary laid on the table & Bill to
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provide for a monthly steam compmunication with Great
Britain, by enabling South Australia tp become a pagty
to the existing contract with the other colonies —Bijl
read a first fame, and the second.‘rreadmg made an
Order of the,Day, for, the following Tuesday ,
: ' I v i '
) BFTURY QF DR. DEAN

The Speaker, at the request of ,Mr Hughes, directed
the Clerk to read the peution of Mr. W Bakewell
agawnst the 1eturn of Dr. Dean as member for the elec-
tora] distnict of Bargssa —+~Mr. Hughes said the petation
set the grounds of objertion forth so fully that he would
merely propose the refereffce of the peution to the
Court of Ilnsputed Returns +-Dr Wark seconded —
Dr. Dean had no desire to shrink from the most search.
g enquiry,—~Motion carried, and the Court to bs con-
vened on the Monday following.

POLICE-STATION AT SALISBURY.

The Chief Secretary requested Mr Hare to postpong
md motion on this subject —Mr, Hare applied for leave
to amend his motion by mserting 1n 1t the aaditional
words ‘* 4nd Court-House.”” —Leave to smend granted,
and notice postponed. :

REPLY TO THE GOVERNOR'S ADDRESS

Mr PzakE moved the House into a €ommittee of
the whole to considet his Excel‘leucy's address.

Captain Hirp called attention to the fag} that there
was nd Chairman of Commuttees '

*The Crier SecreTARY sard there was great fofee in
the remark, and moved that unul a Chairman be ap-
pownted the Speaker do act as Chauman of Com-
mittees, '

Captain Hart begged pardon, but he lad discovered
that 1t had beén already resolved, on the motion of the
Chuef Secretary, that the Speaker should act as Chair-
mar, -

The Speaker said 1t was so, and the House having
resolved 1tself into a Commuttee of the whole, he took
Hig seat as Char‘man,

Mr Peaxe then rose and moved the adoption of the
following reply to the address of his Excellency the
Governor-in-Chief on the opening of this the first
session of our South Australian Parhament ,-—

May 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY—

1 We, the members of the House of Assembly, n
Parliament assembled, beg to thank your Excellency
for the address with which you have opened this the
fist Parliament ot South Australia

2 lhe advanging prospenty and sound financial
position of this province affurd matter for hearttelt con-
gratulation im the present, and strong hepe in the
tuture,

3 We shall well consider the estimates of Ways and
Means which may be submitted to us by vour Lxcel-
lency's command, resolved to make adequate provision
for the public seivice

4 We ghall give our best attention to measures
brought before this Ilouse to fix on a permanent basis
the management and sale of the waste lands of the
Ctown, and we shall also duly consider the plan to be
adopted 1n future for the regulauon of mmigration,
and we fully recognise the wisdom of mamntaining the
mam features of the present law on these subjects

6 We are, with yowm Excellency, deeply unpressed
with the importance of 1mproving the mears ot trans-
port by a wise system for constructing and improving
main roads, and by the judicrous extension of the rail-
way system as far as engineering facilities will admat,
and the condition of the public resources will justify,
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‘We shall carefully’ consider any plan for seturing to
this colony the ex1t td the trade 6t the Murray 1n sea-
going vessels , ’

6 e shall rejorce to see the negboliations between

this province and the Gdvernmenfs of New South
‘Wales and Victonia (for the calledtion ot Customs
‘duties on the River Murray) brought to a eatisfactofy
gonclusion  We shall not faltp consider in a hibenal
and conerliatory sginit ahy plan submitted to us for this
jmportant object \ P )
* 7 We shall car¢fully consider any proposition sub-
mitted t s by jour Excelleriey for effectihg a more
eertan dnd speedy ¢ommumeition wult Eurbpe and
the adjacent colonies, L o
.8 )Vé shall use our eartest eéndeavours to’adopt a
pound educational systerh for' this pro¥ince, 1n order
that the enerations 'which Bucceed ‘ué‘may use
V\}r:§el)y the powers of Lsell’-gm’e,rr‘lmt‘:nt'tra.nSmrtt.‘ed td
thém '

9 Oult best attenn‘dp'sh'iﬂl be ‘gx.\/en'to the varioys

easurés whith your Excellency has direoted to be
la d befote us forintroducing refértm in the system of
a,dn;unstr',ati?n at prebeht carried on by Boards, and
for syplitging ahd atiending the laws 3elatmg to real
p’ropcr[y 3 » ! ‘]| ; , .

10. We shall endeavour, at yoyr Excellen}:y's sug
‘gestion, té aménd the presént Elgetotal Law, in which
‘experience f:’a,s made many faults appgrent .
* 11 We thank your Excellency, for your éxpressions
of confidence'in. thig Iouse elected by the pegpls  We
are assured, your Excqllén'cy, as the repr¢sehiative of
our Queen, will gladly carry out the liberal views en-
tertained by ber Majesty 1n assgnting to the Taw which
gave'tius Parlpment existece. °

Mz, Prixe co’n;mued‘—-Sgr,I claim the'ir}duigehce of
this Hcuse on this the first Q¢casipn n whw(il h'avF
had the honourto addresssuch an ass¢mbly, and Itrustto
the generosity of my miore expetienced and competent
he.rers for the reception they may give my very feeblé
efforts to 1ljustzate the subject I have undertaken.to |
descant upon. Fortunately for mp," Sir, thg task 1s ag
gratetu) to my feelings ps, I doubt not, 113 ghject will
be interesting and saysfactory to tinsr}—louse Inturmpg

to hus Excellency's Speech, its, first Tires contain ample {1

materialg for septous apd heartfelt ,congratulatjon, in
which, 1 make no doubt, every member oflth;‘i IIousé
fuily participates, find, Syr, at this moment, our
finances are 1 the best posp.xbie staté. An incréabing
revenue, witha largesurplus in hand, and the e\’{denc
indications of care and econgmy 1 the appropridfion of
the public funds, aig prom nent fegtures, Wh;c% cannot
but enlyst the apprqval of this House and the public at
large, or fail to.produc a fayourable impression on our
golonial neighbours and more distang friendsin Europe

Sir, with an avajiable balancg at this moment of more
than £300,000, with the waste lands of the province
passing 1nto the occupation of hnvirg and industrious
settlers at the rate of nearly 200,000 acres per annum,
with en, export of half a muhon of gram; wool,
4,000,0001bs ", copper, 400,000; with the balance of trade
n our favour, despite the extravagant importations of
the last few ygars, we cannot 1esist the feeling of satis-
faction natural upon such results, But,Sir,ourlowing
herds, and,om blegtipg focks, travel onwards into the
wilderness. Our shepherds have scarcely built their
Puts, when tiding reach vs of stores of wealth more pro-
fuse than any we havehithertoseen or heardof Itwould
geern, Sir, that hitherto we have but drawn the first
threads of a mighty cable of untold mineral wealth,
which requires but capital and labour to complete 1t

Sir, all this 13 andeed subject for sincere and heartfelt
congratulation at present, and of strong hope for the
tutuse, Herein we have the germ of material progress

Twenty short years have scarcely flown by since this
colony was fourdded, The enterprnising adventurers,
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passed away, apd what greaf results d6 they see iecu-
mulaung on every &ide? They found a wilderness,
tenanted by a few savages, thesilence and solitariness
of which was broken only by the corrobone of the
natives, the howl of the wild dog, or the screech of
wild birds They will leave behind them a flounishing
city, and the foundations of a great and prosperous
State  8ir, I canrot refrain from giving expression at
thig moment to a fervent hope that the finances of this
province will be as well and carefully and successfully
managed under responsible and consututional govern-
ment as théy appear to have been under a system, when
the Minister was less directly responsible to the people,
and I take this occasion, S, of expressing my own
acknowledgment and <ompliments, as well as cona
gratulations, to those gentlemen by whose care, .n-
tegrity, and efficient discharge of duty these results
have in great part arisen  Witlr respect to adequatd
provision for the Public Service, I trust this House
will' instititte ecowromy without parsimony, and by all
méans seek to* impart energy and efficiency rto the
Public Sexvice I trust the public servants, will re-
celve'such recompense for then services in their re-
spective stations as shall place them above the temp-
tatignd’ of want, whilst 1t will not permmt thend to
fill into profusion ‘lhat they will be imduced to!fill
tlenr several offices as posts of honour and receive a
farr rémmleratxoiz for services performed The occu-'
ation’ hnd 8ale ‘of the waste® lafids”of the Crown s a
subjert’de erving, as doubtless 1t will recerve, the most
ea?nest‘ attention of this Ifouse We have thé valu-
able and succedsful expericnce of the past to guide us
13 tfus important matter The subject of immgration,
too, 13 of 'great mothent £o this colony, but the aoma-
lous position, in which we are with regpect to our
weilthy and attractive neighbours, will render some
plan necesdary, but different from our former practisg
with 1espect to immigration I beheve theré are thou-
sands of mtsllxgeht, skialful, mndustuous, but poor men,
.whe Would gladly come to out shares, but they are re-
stragned by the unbending rules of the Commissioners
an Englahd I trust, Sur, this House will adopt sowme
plan fo meet this evil at an early daté, for I amr cone
Ylﬁvzéd we can obtan a very superior class of emigrants,
we only use the proper means I find roads and
railways are nextmentuoned in his Excellency’s speech,
Into the details of this vital question, I shall not now
enter I for oue, believe that the tailway systent 1s
the key-stone in the arch of our future material pro-
gress, Without railways, we shall resemnble a maan
who stands still bes:ide a rushing niver, 1ts bright
waters attract s gaze, and hutrry padt him, and de-
posit elsewhere, the riches his apathy and want of en«
terprise prevent him froin appropriating., ¥n vaur will
our farmers cultivate their fields 1f the cost of transit is
so great, that they cannot reach 4 market AndlI, forong,
feel convinced that the best use we can make of a largs
portion of the provimge—of the boasted lands of the
Crown —would be to establish main lined of internal
communication. We must connect our seaport wi h
the gieat artery of Australia, the Murray Ruver and 1ts
tributaries  'We must place our merchants and out
people en rapport with the internal trade of the adjae
cent colonies, regardless of tatiffs or custom houses,
and trust to commercial enterprise and the dawn of
sounder views of political economy amficng our neigh-
bours To me, Sir, the mehacing and uncompremising
attitude assumed by our wealthy neighbours 1s so ap-
parent, that there seems nothing left for 1t, but to make
1he best possible use we can of our resources, and leave
them to do the hike Railways have revolutiomzed
Europe and Amenta, I might add, the world The
frozen and 1ron despotism ot Northern Europe, 1s com-
pelied, 1n self-de.ence, to adopt them, Australia has
quickly felt'the impetus We have heard already the
beatings of that great artery mt this province. We
cannot arrest ity motion without damage to the-State,
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any meore than we ean stop the beatings of the human
heart, which have once set the vital fluid an motion,
without causing death and destruction to the body
Neither must we lose sight of the amportant subject of
regular Postal Communication with Europe The
great subject of Education 18 too important for me to
venture to say much upon on the present oceasion, ex-
cept to express a fervent hope that in 1ts discussion,
we shall lay aside every feeling of sectanan prejudice,
and grasp the subject with a firm haand, and a broad
and comprehensive 1dea How often has one heard a
kind parent, contemplating the probability of a final
separation from his children, exclaim, I will educate
my children, and when Iam in my grave, they will
possess a treasure which none can take away, and which
they in misguided moments ¢annot squander  Sir, 1t
18 with thoughts and feelings like these, we should ap-
proach this sacred subject In vain will you legislate
—-m vam will you develop, improve, adurn, or amphfy
the material fabric of this your adopted country—if
you leave the minds of your children a weedy wilder-
ness of passions uncurbed, of thoughts and aspirations
undirected and uncultivated. If you would crown the
labour of an enterprising hfe well—educate your chil-
dren, If you want good citizens—educate your chil-
dren Ifyou wantable citizens—educate your children.
The next subject touchéd upon in the address, 18 the
discontinnance of the adminmstranion by Boards To
that system, I for one object, since I prefer umty of
purpose, and the vigorous action of one will, directed
with competent and earnest ability, to Board meeting
squabbles, hickerings, and divided responsibility  The
reform of the law for the transfer of real property 1s
loudly called for in this young commumty, and will be
hailed by the public voice as a great boon. We require
a cheap, facile, and secure mode of dealing with real
property. 'Lhe present Electoral Act works sd mani-
festly 11l n the experience of every member of this
House that 1ts repeal or reformation will doubtlessly
pass with acelamation in this House. These, Sir, are
the most prominent topics alluded to in the speech of
his Excellency the Governor-in-Chief addressed on
‘Wednesday last to both Houses of Parhament. I shall
leave to others, far more competent than myself, the
better 1llustration of 1ts importent contents, at which
I have only glanced. In conciusion, I take the the
hiberty of tendering my best thanks and acknowledg-
ments to the head of the Executive for the frank, loyal,
aud énhghtened expression of his confidence m this
House as the elect of the people 8ir, I reckon it no
small advantage conferred on this province by eur
gracieus Queen and her Minsters, when they sent us
the gentleman who now holds the reins of Government
here. I am not given to 1dle compliments, but I take
this occasion of expressing publicly my appreeiation of
the loyal and statesmanlike bearing of his Excellency
the Governor-m-Chief, on all occasions, in the passage
of erents since his arnvelan thus prownce Mad such
& -Mmister presided m America at & simlar period,
Washyrgton had.never been the hero he afterwards be

came, nor would America have ceased to be a.gem 1n
the Crown of Great Britamn court much on the
ptesent head of the Executive, to assist us n carrying
owt Constifutional Government in this province, for
which the 1s so emmently qualified. The old party
feuds of Europe have no meanming here, whigs and

ofi¢s are but obsolete terms in ths province. The
feuds of the Red and White Roses have no sympathies
here. 'We have only ohe object to accomplish, viz , to
advidnce the social and matenal progress -of this pro-
wince—~to make South Australia the property of South
Austrdlrans I therefore move, Swr, the adoption of
the Address already read.

Mr Dawes rose with great diffidence to second the]
«sdoption of the-addresg. JHe-trusted thatthe consiieras
#on feguested by the mover would be extended s1s0 to 1

him. He trusted that no factious opposition would be
offered to the Ministry at the outset of the gession, but
that every fair opportunity would be given them to de-
velop their policy before anything like an opposition
were organized He was not, he confessed, for mitiat-
ing an expenditure which would exhaust the colomal
exchequer, and he felt cenvinced that no greater efforts
should be made to provide means of outlay than were
quite consistent with thé maintenance of the credit of
the colony (Hear, hear ) 1. could not help remark-
g that, from the published statistics, 1t was apparent
that 4 very large extent of occupied Crown Lands re-
turned a very disproportionate rental to the Treasury.
(Hear, hear ) There was ground for congratulation in
the fact, that, 1n addition to our production of wool and
minerals, we could feed our population and export
agricultural produce to the extent of £500,000 pet
annum  He hoped means would be taken to keep up
a continuous but regular supply of labour, and he was
greatly m favour of the fammly nominatien principle

He was for the gradual and judicious introduction of
rallways. He was for their general but gradual intro-
duction, and there, he would remark, that the Mount
Barker district had not had commom justice done tot,
as there had not been a single survey of a raillway line
there (Laughter,) With regard to the question of
the tanff, he thoughtit could not bein better hands
than at present, and he was for fostering the traffic on
the Murray by all legitimate means. They appeared to
be all 1n favour of the extension of education, with-
out which he felt their universal suffrage and vote
by ballot never would realize any of the advantages
they otherwiwse would with popular education con-
fer  The Electoral Law was, in his opwnion, an
abomination of expense and 1neffitiency, and must bs
reformed. He fully concurred in the spirit of the
address, and hoped 1t would be adopted by the House

e trusted, also, that the Mimsters would be able to
command, not only a majority, but a good working
majortty  (Hear, hear.)

Mr. BanBagEe was afraid when he came down to the
House that he would have had to move an amendment
to the address. He was glad, however, to find that the
address was not a mere echo to the speech, and that
not one word was satd about the extension of the Nor.
thern Railway to Kapunda. (Hear, hear) Had that
been included in the address, there was great dangey
that an amendment would be carried agamnst the M-
nistry (No, no) It was because he was anxious not
to have such unseemly squabbles in that House as dis-
graced the Legslatures of other colonies that he re-
Joiced that there was no netessity to move an amend-
ment e was not for an unlimited and 1mmediate
extension of railways (Hear, hear ) They must walk
before they could fly hey should have tramways
made m such a manner that when the traffic on any
particular line required it thay could be alteted to loeo-
motive lines, or removed and laid down as feeders to
the more costly lines. for locomotives, (Hear, hear )
They might by that means enable various south-easterfi
districts to avail themselves of the splendid means of
mland navigation which they possessed The South
had a right to expect a tramway from Macclesfield to
Milang, and by the system which he recommended
therr zeasonable demands might be satisfied They
knew that @ large proportion of the population depended
on agriculture, and even 1if under mistake they thought
distillation would benefit that interest, it sHould, 1n s
opimon, not have been altogether passed over ih the
speech  (Hear, hear ) The address was, however, a
general one, and did not pledge the House to anything,
and for that reason he supported t, (Hear, hear.)

Mr Wartpr=OUsE would support the address 1f 1t dud
not pledge the House to any specific course e had
not, however, heard 1t with sufficient distinéluess to




enable him fo be quite certain on that point He could
not, he regretted, speak 1n the same florid style of con-
gratulation on the subject of the speech as the hon
mover of the aadress He eould not, he confessed,
altogether rely on the figures 1n the speech, when he
recollected how they cuntradicted statements which
proceeded but a few months before from the same
source (Hear, Hear ) He could not agree with the
views of Mimsters as to the extension of rallways He
considered the requirements of the colony would be
better met by less costly tramways They should make
the half-million already expended on railways produc-
uve before they expended ano her half-million 1n rail.
way extension (Hear, hear ) He confessed that he
did not see the meaning of the recommendation to se-
cure the terminus of the River Murray He thought
they had that as a gift of nature He could not excuse
the remissness of Mimsters, which left the terms upon
which that river could be nawigated sull unsettled
(Hear, hear ) Sufficient time had elapsed to complete
ull necessary arrangemen*s, and if Minsters felt them.
selves incompetent to deal with the matter they should
have called together the old Council, or eapedited the,
meeuny ot that Parhament  With a full Treasury, he
could not understand why a tax for education should
be recommended  With the proposed water and other
rates they were now taxed 17} per cent,, and 1if the
system %sent oa they might expect that the citizens of
Adelarde would come forward and give to the Govern.
ment a motety of their property, that they might be
allowed to enjoy the remainder untaxed. (Hear, hear)
With regard to the abolhinon of Boards, he would be
happy to see that effected, when they had a really re-
sponsible Government, aad not, as at present, the same
old oflicers who formed the 1rresponsible Government
He believed that, with respect to the railway proposals
and the education tax, the country would be opposed
to the Munistry  There seemed to be no great anxiety
on the part of Ministers to explain their views to the
metnbers of that Houyse, and they could not, therefore,
be surprised to find them opposed to the policy of an
address of which they knew nothing, until they heard
1t read in that House. (lear, hear )

Mr. Durton thought the address might safely be
adopted by the House, as 1t did not pledge them to any
course on the various topies referred to in the speech
He congratulated the mover of the address on the
ability he had exhibited, and the Ministry on their
narrow escape from anm:hilation by the hon. gentleman
who followed the seconder of the address  (Hear, hear,
and a laugh ) He confessed that he was surprised to
hear such remarksirom a gentleman who satin such
close proximity to the Treasury Bench (A laugh)
He could assure the hon gentleman that not only the
Minstry, but the members of that House were 1ndis-
pesed to rush blindly into the construction of rallways
He would at the same t.me ask where they could find
such a quantity of Crown land avalable as would be
opened by o gradual extensin of the ralway to the
Nosth? He warned the House that sooner or later the
revenue from the sale of Crown lands must cease, and
the House should consider how ways and means could
be su,.plied from other sonrees, as sooner or later they
must Je 50 suppl.ed  With regard to the recent notice
as to the sale of bonds, he thought 1t was not wise, as
1t might cast a damper on such investments It was
one thing to take a horse to water, and another to make
him drnink  They might put what value they pleased
on the bonds, but he thought they would be well off to
scll them at par They should not, 1 a new country,
expect railroads to be productive at ficst , it was a great
thing to make them pay their expenses (Hear, hear )
They eff.cted great things, 1u conveyiag the people to
the country, who were too much disposed to hang about
town His view, he was afraid, did not coincide with

the views of his friends around him on the subject of,
c
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the Murray duties He thought the Governments of
of the adjoining colonies were not unreasonable. (l{esr,
hear ) 1t was singular how far views became mod:fiet
by a visit to Melbourne He would adwvise all hon.
members who could spare the time to go and see their
Victorian neighbours, anl hear them state their own
views le did not think 1t was the duty of the State
to provice wholly for education He thought it was
enough to assist parents, but1f the dtate detrayed tha
whole expense, 1t would not gain the des red end, unless
the parents were compelled to forego the advantage of
their children’s labour, anlthe school attendance was
made compulsory  Without that, 1t would not e poss
sible to secure the general education of the young He
accepted the congratulations of his Excellency with
respect to the enlarged sphere of constitutiondl privi-
leges conferred upon the colony in the same spint ot
candour as that in which they were delivered He
hoped the Miaisters woula not be too thin-skinned, and;
that changes wn the Ministry would not take place upon,
trivial guestions as 1n the neighbounng colonies e
congratulated the present Mimstry as bemng highly
efhuent, and as having tor many years filled office with
credit to themselves  He theretore tiusted tiey would
not throw up office upon any trivial question The hon.
member concluded by statlug bs intention to support
the address 1n reply to the overnor’s speech,

Mr Reywxorps, who had previously asked that the
reply to the address be read, saxd he had done so, be-
cause he thought there might be paragraphs jnit which,
would pledge the louse to some specific puneiples
te found that he w.s correct  Allusion was made
the reply to an exicnsion of a locomouve railway to
Kapunda and Gumeracha, to which he could not assent
Then the .eply would commut the House to an educa-
tional tax, to which he objected He did not think
there was anything so radically wrong 1n the present
system of education as to require the House to legisiate
upon the subject IHe joined with the hon gentleman
who moved the reply in congratulating the Ministry on

the very flourishing conditivn of the finauces of the,

country, but he did not give the Minsters all the credit
for this A great deal of this was due to the econo-
mizing system 1atroduced by the last Council  There
was also another fact wh ch had tended to place the
funds of the colony 1in their present condinon  He re-
ferred to the cicumstance that the colony wis no
longer tiansmitung large sums to the Colomazaton
Commssioners The aon member who seconded the
address had called the electoral law an abommadtion.
That law certainly required amendmenr, but the hon,
member should nut have made such a sweeping stats-
ment ‘Lhe use of bludgeons, and the uproar, which
prevatled at elections, under the old system, better de-
served the term  He would vote for the address, if
put to the House 11 a modihed form,

Mr, Burrorp was opposed to the statements made
1n the address of the Ministry with regard toeducation
A plan was proposed, which 1t was beyond the pro-
vince of the Goverrment to introduce, and which
would be roischievous, if 1t were adopted, ‘Fhe earent
to which Government should go 1n regard to education
should be tu provide for the children the means ol ac-
quirning such an education as was necessary to make
them good citizens., The plan shadowed forth in his
Excellency's address could not be carried oat but by an
mvasion of the private rights of those who were en-
gaged 1n the work of education, He regretted that
there was no allusion made 1n his Excellency’s speech
to distillation. Nothing should interfere with the rights
of industry If he, as a grower of gran, could put 1t
to a more profitable use than by manufacturing 1t 1uto
flour, he had a perfect right to do so, and 1t must be a
very anomalous state of things which requir.d the m-
terference of the Legslature as 1egaiding the rights of,
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mdustry m that respect., He would not oppose the
adoption of -the address, but would reserve to himself
the r.ght of dealing with the several questions referscd
to 1 hus Excellency’s speech when they were before
the House.

Mr. Marks would warn young members in that
House not-to pledge themselves too hastily to any par-
ticular hine ot conduct. With regard to the proposed
educational tax, he was entirely opposed to 1t. The
financial condition of the colcny was such as to render
quute inexpedient any furihersystem of taxation With
regard to an extension of railways, he was favourable 1n
theory to railways bemng continued to thie North, but
he would not sanction any further burden for such pur-
poses till there was unquestionable evidence that it
would not impose upon them an unproductive debt
He thought the address of the Governor was defective
m not alluding to the question of free distillation. The
cereal exports of the colony amounted to the value of
£554,000 per annum , and he therefore contended that
it was exceedingly impohtic to continue the present
system It had been attempted to be shown that if the
restrictions on dustillation were removed, the farmexs
would not avail themselves of the right to distil their
grain  Bug the fact was, that no one knew so well
where the shoe pinched as the wearer Let the expe-
riment be tried by removing the present restrictions on
mternal disullation, sud the corn-growers would
¢ladly avail themselves of the prinlege They were
the best persons to come to a correct judgment on the
matter

Mr MacperMoTT said there was one or two points
in the address from which he was disposed to dissent.
In the 9th clause of the Governor’s speech,-there was a
remerk 1n reference to securing a terminus te the
Murray River navigation, which appeared to him teo
contain more than at first met the eye He presumed
that 1t referred to the formation of an efficient harbour
at Port Elhot But this would involve a very large
expenditure, and would not be efficient Gramte Island
was amle from the manland, and & rolling swell of
the sea would always prevent the establishment of a
good harbour at that placc He also had very lttle
hopes of any efficient means being adopted for deepening
the mouth of the river It was always found to be a
very difficult thing to deal with the courses of rivers
Education, to which the address referred, was a very
important subjeet  He thought that, by building schodl-
houses and extending the present sjstem, the require-
ments of the colony weuld be met With regard to
raxlwa}(ﬁ, he was disposed 1o advoeate a judicious system
of the kand, where the traffic was ot such anature, and
to such an extent as to justify 1t.

The TrEAsURER referred to the remarks made hy the
hon. member for East Torrens (Mr Waterhouse), who
had, he saud, inferred that the Ministry had been 1dle
m not completing thesr negotiations with respect to the
proposed change of tanff as affecting the traffic of the
Murray But had he waited till he had had an oppor-
tumty of perusing the coirespondence Jaid on the table
that day by his hon friend the Chief Secretary, he
would haveseen thatit was not possible for the Mimistry
to bring the question to a satisiastory conelusion He
would have secn, by perusing thst correspondence, that
the Government of this country had attempted, 1n
the most concihatory spirit, to make the necessary
arrangements with the Governuent of ¥ictoria But
the Legislature of that colony had shown the most
factious opposition, The Government of New South
‘Wales, on the contrary, had dealt with the question in
& most statesman-like manner, and had refused to
adopt the Victorian scheme. With regard to the allu-
sion made by one of the hon members for the cty, re-
specting the sale of colomal bonds in Englend, se

affected by recent advices, and-the notice he had given
respecung the 1ssue of bonds, he would state that, had
he been 1n possession of those advices, he wauld atila
have 1ssued the notice referred to, hecause he hadin
the Treasury a greater amount of revenue than he
could advantageously use (Hear, hear) Without
making any great effort, he sold in the neighbouring
eolony bonds amounting 10 £41,000 1n three weeks, at
13 per cent premium, and on the day when he put u
the notice reterred to, he received an offer for £30,000
more on *he same terms  He could, indeed, dispose of
these bonds at 3 per cent The balance referred to by
the hon member for the city of £200,000 was not the
amount in the hands of the Treasurer, but 1t showed
what amount was due 10 the credit of the colony after
paymng all claims against 1t 'With respect to distilla-
tion, the Government felt that there was no necesgity
for introducing any change upon the present system.
The present Act actually gave a premium of 25 per
cent, on sparits to any of the farmers who were disposed
to distil thew gram, and yet the growers, who were
the best judges 1n these matters, had not availed them«
selves of these advantges, not a single distillery hawing
been erected 1n the colony  After thanking the mem-
bers for their congratulatory expressions towards the
Mimstry, the hon member concluded by stating it to
be hus mtention to support the address.

Mr Hare thought hon members considered the
address to bg remarkable for three particulars~—one of
qission, as regarding distillation, and two of cornmus.
sion, as referring to education and raillways, With
regard to distil:ation, he drd not think there was any
necessity for repealing the existing law  This country
could mot compete with England, on account of the
different costs of fuel and labour. Then, again, the
harvests of England were 8o precarions, that the corn
very frequenJy germinated before 1t eould be gathered
1, and for that reason 1t was fit only to be converted
mto spirits by distillation  The tax upon ardent spinits
added £50,000 to the revenue. This, if repealed, would
diumnish the revenue to that amount, to make up for
which 1t would denecessary toplace a tax of 10d per acre
upon every acre of land purchased in the colony  Would
the farmers agree to that> It would be found a very heavy
burden upon those who had invested in landed property.
As to eduecation, he wished to see the present system
extended, by the bullding of good, awry, large scheol.
houses 1n every place where a sufficient number of
chudren could be gathered together Ie also advocated
the payment of larger stipends to teachers as the only
means of obtaning thoroughly efficient persons to fill
those offices He believed the people of this country
would most cheerfully be taxed for this purpose He
had recently put some questions te a mason 1n his em-
ploy —*“Have you any children>—Yes''—* Do you
send them to school >~No.”—* Why not?*—Because
thereisnoschool houge uay neighbourhood »’—“Would
you lke to be taxed for that purpose®—Yes, most
willingly > The man further stated that he had been
1 constant employ, and though he never had £5 of his
own 1n England, yet he had £80 of his owa before he
was 1n the colony six months  He therefore beheved
that even the working classes would most cheerfully
consent to & tax to be devoted to so umportant and holy
a purpose as the educatior. of thew chuidren The hon
member for Encounter Bay (Mr Babbage) had said
that he was opposed to &1 1ndiscriminate extension of
ratlways But had the Minsters ever proposed an in-
disciminate extension of raillways ?

My Bassack had not charged them with this He
had only said he could not wote for the extension of
the Line to Kapunda, without being first convineed that
1t would be remunerative

Mr, Hare well, the hon, member had, to cut the
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watter short, given them to understand fthat he was
anly favouralle to'a cheap system of tramways When,
however, he remembered that the hon member was
the engineer of the railway to the Port—one of the
most expensive Lines in the world, considering thovery
few engmeening difficulties to be overcome—he sup-
posed the hon member was, like Frankenstein, terrified
at the monster he had himself raised, and had: now de-
termmed upon adopting the cheap-Jack system.
(Laughter ) The hon member proceeded to state that
he could have wished the Mimistry had:takem the bull
by the horns, and had said they would carry the railway
through the country, at all nsks, to the Murrav They
had not gone so far, but hs would support themas far
as they went. The exports of the colony were, m
wheat, £500,000 z year; in wool, £400,000, and in
copper, £400,000 This was equal to £5 a head for
wheat upon the population, $4-per head for wobl, and
£4 a head for copper. With such large amounts:of ex-
ports, and such a flourishing treasury, he had no fear
of incurring a large expenditure i furtheranee of rail-
ways, wherever they could be constructed witlnn the
colony,

Mr Bryrn meved the adjournment of. the debate to
the following day,

Adjourned till L o’clock on Wednesday.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

‘WeDNESDAY, APRIL 29.
MYPONGA JETTY

Dr Everarp asked Mr Devenport, the Commussioner
of Public Works, what steps, 1f any, had been taken
towards the construction of the intended jetty at
Myponga, for which a sum of money had been voted by
the late Council —Mr Davenport saxd nothing at pre-
sent, on account of the pressure of other business, but
the work would'shortly be proceeded with

COURT FOR TRIAL OF DISPUTED RETURNS,

Mr Morphett, Major O’Halloran, Mr Forster, and
Mr Baker were appomnted members:

STEAM POSTAL COMMUNICATION,

Mr MorpaerT asked the Honourable the (Yomnus.
sioner of Public Works whether the Government in-
tended to make provision for the speedy transiission
of the mails from England, expectéd to arrive by the
Simla on the 5th of May He had taken that' course,
because the merchants and bankers of Adelaide felt so
anxious on the subject, that they preposed’to take mea-
sutes at their own expense to secure the conveyance of
the mails. They deserved credit for this, but he was-
sure the Govermment would 1ot wish ahy private per-
sons to perform the'duties properly:devolvirg upon
them, 4nd the more necessary to be attended to 1x the
present 1nstance on account of the accident to the
Oneids, which would probably causé thecohveysirce of
a very large mail by the Simla. It rught 'bei urged
that the Mimistry had no authority frém Parhantetrt for-
ncurring the necessary outlay, bt he would say’in
reply, that 1t was usual to articipate the action 6f Pat-
liament 1n cases of emergency, and’ to rély upor the
subsequent passing of a covestng vote —Mr Davenport
said the Government had declined to take action et the
subject, when requested to do so by the merchants, and
the hon member had 1n some degree anticipated the
ground dpon which the Government hiad hased 1its
refdsal, namely, that, at the timg of the application,
Parhiament was about to meet, and could, if 1t thought
fit, take the matter into 1ts own hands.

PUBLIC WORKS,
Mr. YouncrusaanDp asked the Honourable the Com-

ment plans #nd proposals for carryuing on works of
public umprovement and utility would be ntroduced
to the notice of Parliament, as 1t would not be com-
patible for him, as amember of the Legislative Council;,
to mitiate any measure having for its object the appro-
priation of the public funds of the colony  He would
briefiy remark, with refesence to the question, that
whilst the Chief Secretary, the Attorney-General, or
evert the Commissioner of Crown Lands, might with
propriety occupy a seat 1n thia branch of the Leg sla-
ture, 1t appeared to hum an anomaly that the Minister
of Public Works should be placed there, 1nasmuch as
the whole of the measures under that hon gentleman'’s
admmstration were necessarily connected with the
expenditureof public money, and, as1t wasincompatible
with the principle laid down by the Constitution that
such measures should be mmuated in the Legslative
Council, Parhament would, in the mtroduction of such
nfeasurey, lese the advantage of the full'and lucid'ex-
planttion which the Minister at the head of that depart-
ment was naturally most cdmpetent to give —Mu
Davenport gaid as, on his appointment, four out of the
five Minsters were elected to the Lower House, 1t was
thought desirable that the remammng Minister should
be of the Upper House, Some other member.of the
Government would feel 1t his duty to make himself
acquainted with the necessary detais, and bring for-
ward any requsite Bills in the House of Assembly
. GOVERNVENT DEBENTURES.

Mr Davexport stated, 1n answer to Mr Forster, that,
by the last advices from England, South Australian
Government Debentures were selling at a slight pre-
maum, The Agent-General had disposed of bonds to
the extent of £15,000 1n one transaction at § per eentz
premium. 'Fhere was some shght arrears of interest
due on these,

POWERS OF THE HOUSE

Mr DavevrorT said, as there was no other business
on the paper, he was thinking of suggesting that they
should adjourn for a tortmght, as they would have to
wait for the sending up of Bulls from the other House
~Mr Baker asked whether the Government pro-
posed ntroducing any Bills mnto that House ‘The
reply would probably elicit some information as to
what kind of measures could be constitutionally ongi-
nated there 1lis own opinion was that too narrow a
view had been taken of the powers of the Legslative
Council. It was truet could not imtiate any Bills for
the appropnation of money, but he saw no objection to
1ts onginating measures which would lead to subse-
quent money votes m the House of Assembly.—Mr
Davenport read the clause of the Act referring to the
subject It was only the fear of nfringing the provi-
sons, thus laid down, which had prevented his intro-
dueing a Bill for the construction and management of
main roads —Mr Baker did not think there could be
any objection to the mnitiatiof of such a Bill in that
House, nor to the passing of a resolution affirming the
propriety, of assimilating our tanff to that of Victona
or New Seuth Wales. Perhaps it would be desirable
to empower the Standing Orders Commuttee to confer
with the Standing Orders Commuttee of, the other
JHouse upon the question he had rawsed. A good
‘understanding, between the two Houses of Parliament.
would tend to the dispatch of business, and would pro-
bably preventsome of those unseemly collisions which
hadhappened 1n other places.—Mr Davenport read an.
extract from the Act, showing that for some purposes
the Standmg Orders Committee was empowered to'
confer with that of the other House.—Mr Baker doubted
whether the power extended to the subject he had
mentioned —Mr Younghusband thought the whole
business could be conducted by the Standing Orders
Committee,.—Mr Baker moved that the Standing
Orders Commattee be empowered to confer from time
to tume with the Standing Orders Commuittee of the

missioner of Public Works-in.what manner.the Govern-

House of Assembly—Mr Angas seconded the motien,,
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~Mr Forster concurred very much .n what had
fallen from the hon Mr Baker, He believed that
three-fourths of the Bills which ordinanly came before
€ouncil might be omginated in that House —~Mr Mor-
phett said the House could not onginate any Bill for the
appropriation of the revegue  That wasquite 1n conso-
nance with the English rulds, by which no such Bill
could be ongindted 1 the House of Lords —Mr Forster
quite understaod that  He only wanted some defini-
tion of the Bills which would Le considered as apprc-
priating monev —Motion relating to the Standing
Orders Committee carried without a divicwon
Adjnyrned until Tuesdav, May the 5th,

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.
. WEDNFSDAY, APRIU 29,

« The fpeaxrr informed the House that he had been
‘dppointed Commissioner to admimister the oath of
allegiance to members of that House

REPLY TO THE GOVERNQR'S ADDRESS
ADJOURNYFD DEBATE

Mr Brvta, as mover of the adjournment, mn re-
opening the debate on the address, said the speakers on
the previous day had travelled over nearly every subject

that had ever interested the public of South Austraha .

It had, howeser, been correctly stated, that three
subjects embraced, in point of fact, the most pressing and
mmportant matters in the speech, v17 , education, railway
extersion, and distillation He should take the last
first  Hon. gentlemen who spoke on the subject of
distillation treated 1t as 1f 1t were a mere farmers’
question  He was, however, disposed to consider 1t
as one senously effecting the moral and matenal
welfare of the colony  The effect, which he was
ipclined to attach most mmportance to, was, the more
sober habits which a repeal of the Distillation Act
was hkely to induce (Hear, hear) If he could,
with regard to educaticn, sce reascnable grounds to
bebeve, that the imposition of a tax, would awaken
a stronger sense of the value of education, he
would be happy to vote for 1t He saw that 1t was
proposed to effect some alteration of the .nsolvent law,
#nd he hoped that, when the present Comnmissioner was
replaced, a well-qualifed person would be appointed to
succeed him  An hon gen‘leman had, the previous
day, said thet the Ministers should woo the members
as a man wooed his mystress. He would not follow
such a tickhsh figure too far (A laugz) But for
himself, he would say, that Le eould only support them
80 long as they acted wisely, and used their patronage
for the benefit of the country. He would, before he
sat down, move an amendment to the address, to the
effect that in the 5.h clause all the words be omitted
from * judiclons eatension ™ to *justify ” (Hear,
hear) An hon member had stated that, six miles of
tramway could be made for one mile of railway If
the man who made two Slades of grass grow, where
only one had grown before, was considered a pubhe
benefactor, how much more would the public be m-
debted to an engineer who could effect se~h a public
benefit as that of making six miles of tramv.ay at the
expense of one mile of raiiway ! (Hear, and a laugh )
He would recommend members to visit the Goolwa
Tramway, and they would, he was convineed, agree with
him, that tramwsys were mc=e adapted to the require-
ments of South Australia .han expensive railroads,
The City and Port Railway had not even given them
the advantage of speea lhey had not been able
to drive a train to the Port in less than halt an hour, or
to compete with the common carriers in the conveyance
of goods  The laigest mercantile firm in the city,
* Elder and Co, had their goods cairied by the primitive
¢ ~conveyances, and the firm of which he (Mr Blyth) was
“» member, found it to their interest to employ tae old
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carriers, and not the rmlway He was convinced that,
for the carriage of goods, tramways were quite suffi-
ctent, as rapudity was not required  He was delighted
to find that lus opinions, as a practical maun, were sup-
ported by such high scientific authority as the hon.
member for Encounter Bay (A laugh) There was,
he admitted, a necessity for a revis.on of the Elcctoral
Law, althorgh he did not, as others, wholly conden.n
it  The expense should be diminished, butit had a
great ment in the division of the colony, which 1t
effected 1nto electoral districts  With regard to educa-
tion, he was convinced that no system would be
satisfactory withuut the establishment of normal schools
for teachers., He was for the endowment irom the
Land Fund of such an mstitution  There was another
subject upon which he, as a cautious man, had a few
remarks to make  When he heard that their bonds
were at a premium, he would say that the capitalists of
the world were both forgetful and forgiving to South
Austraha, and he would warnthat Houseagainst the fatal
facility of borrowing (Hear, hear) A great amount
of the bonds 18sued would be a debt on the colony after
the present members had ceased tc e, and the fact
that they had already borrowed £816,000 was to him a
suffivientreason for objeeting to incur further obligations,
and to urge upon hon members notsa much to consider
how far they could succeed 1 borrowing but what they
could afford to pay. He nfoved the amendment to
which he had referred.

Mr Huores seconded the amendment, but declared
that he had no wish by any adverse vote to jeopardize
the position of the Mimsters  He believed and hoped
1t was the general feeling of the House that each mem-
ber should give expression to his views as to the course
Ministers should pursue He was pleased to notice
the prosperous condition of the colony, but the appl-
cation of the proposed large amount of borrowed capital
to unproductive works hike the City and Port Railway
would, he was atraid, induce 2 state of embarrassment.,
There were no returns to the Treasury from that work,
not even, he understood, to pronide tor the wear and
tear and replacement of the rolling stock (Hear, hear )
They might be told by engineers that there was no
such thing as 1ron tramways, but he was certainly not
disposed to go for the extension of a railway to
Kapunda, without full information as to the result of
the working of the North Lmne (Hear, hear) Ifit
could be shown that the line to Xapunda could be
carried on without loss after 1ts construction, he would
support the proposal, but ke wanted something moie
definite than vague assurances on that subject He
was glad to see the reference in the speech to the
question of education, and was gratified to find that 1t
was proposed to extend operations on & Christian basis
withont doctrinal teachung  As regarded the proposed
tax, he would support it, 1f 1t was carned out sumilarly
to the Canadian syster, than which he knew of nothing
better. He would, to revert to the railway question,
express his regret tnat the south.eastern part'of the
colony had been overlooked A tramway to connect
Penola with the sea-board should be constructed The
inhabitants of that part of the colony had contributed
largely to the Land Fund, and nothing, to his know-
ledge, had been done for them, except the constructlon
of a couple of jetties With regard to the d stillaticn
question, he thought the winemakers should be em-
powered to make aspinit from their refuse to fortifv
their wines, but he did not think the farmers would
apply themselves to distillation on the encouragement
of a bonus ot 25 per cent He had to state, from his
own experience, and 1n corroboration of what had
fallen from other hon members, that a very illiberal
spirit was cherished by the mezchants of Victoria to
our mercant:le men, in fact, they seemed to regard
them as interlopers. (Hear, and 2 laugh ) He would
not on that occasion go more fully wnto the various
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questions embracel in the address, but would content
himself by seconding the amendment,

The Cuier SrcreTARY would, with regard to the
question of distillation, merely say that the Treasurer
and other members had fully put the ments of the
question before the Ilouse  He assumed that the
hon member for the Port was the advocate of free
distillation, but he advanced a strong argument in
favour of the Government view of the subject If
distillation was to be free, the farmers would have
& bonus, not of 45 ver cent but of 100 per cent With
regard to the estimated population, he admitted that
there was an error, as the estimate had been framed on
the published returns A new clement—the passage
of Chinese through the colony—had disturbed the value
of the returns, and the correct estimate of population
would be about 105,699 He would next come toa
pownt which had been dwelt on considerably—the rail-
way question e sawnothing in the address to pledge
hon members either to the extension to Xapunda or
to Gumeracha They intended, indeed, to introduce
such measures, but 1t would be free to the House to deal
with them on their mitroduction He would there enter
his protest against the policy of attempting to base the
prosperity of the colony on a system of tramiways,

Hear, hear ) 1t was saxrd the Government were die-
posed to go recklessly into the extension of ralways,
But the words of the speech were, ““so far as the
resources of, the colony would justify **  (Hear, hear )
They would endeavour to carry out ralways, as far as
engineeiing facilities would admit, and theé resources
of the colony would justify. Papers on the table
would show the estimated cost of the extension to
Kapunda at £18),000, and of the extension to Teatree
Glly at £36,000 It would be for the House to weigh
the advantages to be ganed against the outlay, and
vot2 for or against the proposals The speech mere'y
asserted that the principle of extension was desirable
One of the results of the extension would be to attract
to Port Adelaide the large traffic now carried on
from the Burra to Port Wakefield, while on the
other hand the maintenance of a common road there
would be a heavy and eontinuous dramn on the revenue
Seeing that the colony could well pay the interest of a
loan of £180,000, he mamtammed that they (the
Ministry) would be justified in proposing that loan to
be devoted to an outlay which would render unneces-
sary an otherwise enormous and permanent expendi-
ture 1n making and mamtaining a common road
Ministers would have no hesitation 1n taking the sense
of the House on those questions, but they did not wish
to entrap hon mcmbers into consent to those measures
by asking them to agree to the address  (Hear, and
applause.) He would rerterate the advice given by the
youngest member of the House to hon members not to
pledge themselves (Hear, hear ) He would ask them
to consider the evidence laxd before them, and to decide
upon that evidence Tne hon member for Gumeracha
might well refer to the monstrous railway to the Port,
when he saw the iron horse dragging 1its monstrous
loads without any expenditure of amimal power He
(the Chief Secretary) would be glad to see a similar
monster toiing to the Burra  (llear, and applause )
The objections of the hon member as to the non.attain-
ment of speed were singular If the hon gentleman
preferred the rough and dangerous travelling of the
Port-carts to the swaft, easy, safe, and luxzurtous rail-
way travelling, he couid only say that the public were
of a different opimion, as no less than 336,7%1 persouns
had availed themselves of the railway, which had also
conveyed 42,765 tons of goods (Hear, hear ) Some
hon members had said that railways should not be
constructed unless they pand  The first year of a rail.
way was invarlably the worst, 1ts advantages were not
developed, and 1ts expenses, while green, were greater
than in succeeding years. He would, for the informa-
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tion of the House, go at some length into the subject,
Duning the last year the receipts of the City and Port
Railway were £21,288 Tho working expenses durin
the same period were £20,509, showing a shight balance
wn favour of the raillway With regard to wear and
tear, that was fully provnided for by the machmery
which belonged to the establishment  With regard tor
the Gawler l'own line, there were as yet no returns
furnished that could be relied on, (Hear, hear) The
traffic had been 8o lately started ¢hat the returns were
not yet prepared, but from a report of the Comms-
sioners of that rallway, he was able to say that the ex-
penses for the last three months only exceeded the
receipts by £200 When they knew that a great deal
of trafic would ultimately pass along ihat line, which
now travelled the North-road, they could fael certatn
of the ultimate success of that hne There was another
advantage ansing from railways. It had reduced the
cost of transit equal to nearly 50 per cent The farmers
and others saved that amount in cartage, and the
saving to passengers was still graater Then, agam,
not only did the Port Railway pay 1ts expenses, but the
colony way, m the reduced cost of carriage, recetving
an advantage more than equal to the amount of interest
on the debt for construction They (the Ministers) did
not want to extend railways beyond the resources of
the colony (Hear, hear ) He would, on the subject
of loans, state to the House the utmost amount for
which the colony could be liable on the existing loans,
He put out of consideration the Waterworks loan, as
{ that would be provided for by a city rate  The total,
Liabihties, with that exception, to which the colony
would be subject for the payment of 1dterest, and for
the payment of principal upon the City and Port Rail-
way, which was paid off annually—the other loans
only paud 1interest, bonds having been sold to redemp-
tion at ten years—the total habihity for 1858 would be
| £37,950 That was the-full extent of the hability for
public works authorized by the Legslature, That
i would go on increasing until 1t, 1n 1860, amounted to
'£42 00) It would, from that tume, diminmish gradually
1 by reason of the liquadation of the principal, the bonds
falling due about £36,000 in 1866 That was the year
when the matter would take place about which the
hon member for Gumerdcha (Mr Blyth) was so
anxious, That hon gentleman wished them to con-
sider what they would have to pay rather than what
i they could borrow  (Hear, hear) He (the Chief
' Secretary) was desirous of showing the House that
when the heaviest demand would be made, at the re-
demption at the end of ten years, that the total pressure
would be £47,000 That would be the utmost annual
Liabuity to meet the nterest and repaymeht of the
outstanding loans as already authorized. The £47,000
would then dimimsh rapidly, for after that the first loan
on accuunt of the City and Port Railway would be ex-
tingmshed (Hear,and applause } Exception had been
taken t» that part of the programme which referred to
the Murray traffic being carried by sea-going vessels,
They had a small distance of transit by land, but they
desired to make it as inexpensive as possible Unless
they could secure a harbour, that would receive vessels
to take produce to Europe, they would lose the advan-
tage of the Murray Raver altogether, The Victorian
Government would, with their rauways, divert the
traffic of the Murray through Victonia, That would ba
the effect, 1f they could not convey the trathe by means
of sea-going vessels That was the reason why they
should propose Victor Harbour, and that was the reason
why they expected opposition from the Port interest.
(*“No, no,”” trom Mt Hart) Thehon membersaidno,
because he never represented the Port interest. (A
lanugh )} He (the Chref Secretary) did notblame asedu-
lous attention to local interests 1n hon members, but he
felt that 1t was the duty of the Government to foster the
general 1interests of the colony. They did not, when
they developed their plans, expect—for fears they had
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none—any very serrous opposition (Hear, hear ) The
Government views with regard to education had been
greatly misunderstood The tax wasintended to super-
sede the voluntary payments now made by the parents
to the teachers  Ile thought such a tax could scarcely
come under the usual odium of new imposts. The pay-
ment would merely be made to the Government instead
of the teachers, 1t would be much less in amount, and
would only fall heavily on those who disregarded edu-
cation ; but the benefit must be immense to the com-
munity generally There was no intention to alter the
existing system of teachmng. It had happily set at rest
the vexed sectarian questions, and the Government
would not risk the existence of the system by resusci-
tating those questions. They wanted, n fact, taexterd
the present system—~tc erect commodious schoolhouses,
and to elevata the condition of the teachers. (Hear,
hear, and applause ) They did not wish to make edu-
cation compulgory, but to hold out inducements that
would be quite as effective They had the example of
the United States to encourage them n carrying out
those educational propositions, and 1f adopted he had no
doubt of their success  Ile would not dwell more par-
ticularly on those subjects as opportunity would arse
afterwards to discuss them, each separately and more
fully He thanked the hon mover of the address, and
only asked for the Government that candid treatment
recominended by the hon, seconder of the address.
(Hear, and applause ),

Mr Krrcmaurr thought, afler the explanations of
the hon Chief Secretary, that the amendment was not
necessary. (Hear, hear ) e confessed that he did not
clearly understand the meaning of Clause 8 1n the speech,
and he was curious to see whet Bill would be brought
forward with respect to the management of main roads
A measure introduced:last session was such as he would
only have expected from a Russiati Government. (Hear,
hear ) He hoped the Bill to be introduced would be
laid before hon members at an early day. He was of
opinion that wherever a railway was'mace the parallel
roads should be mamtaned by local taxation. (Hear,
hear) He hoped the Government would not show any
favounitism  The hon.. Chief Secretary had once sald
that the colony lay to the north of Adeclaide He
considered that the claims of pepulation were, at least, of
equal importance with the advantages ofavailable Crown
land  The people should have their claims considered,
With regard to the propoeed educatien tax, he was of
opinton that 1t should be local and not general, He.
knew of districts where the people were willing to levy
arate for educational purposes, but the District Councils
Act was too vague to satisfy them that they’had the
power to do so.

Mr. Hax said, 1n reference ta s remark made on the
previous day, that he had not taken his seat in a par-:
tienlar part of tha House exther to indicate opposition or-
support, of the Governments He would, whenever he
could, support them; and when compelled to.dissent
from them, he would do so quite arrespective of the posi-
tion. of lys chair. (Hear, hear) He had to give1t as
‘his opinton that the Ministers had not acted wisely 1n
setting their faces agamst free distallation (Hear, hear )
If othes, branches of agreulture had. been hampered
with as many difficulties as the distillation of gramn,
they would not haye the-present large extent of. land.
under cpltivation Distillation, hkeevery other branch
of agriculture, must grow up by degress, and the best-
way to foster 1ts growth was to leave it free, (Hear,
hear.) They had fifteen millions of acres occupted:by
squatters, which exported produce to the extent of httle
over £400,000, whilo 203,000 acres of soldiland in the
hands,of farmers exported: $130,000worth of produce:
more than, the, squatters. He thought he.saw in+the)
Crown lands.afairand legitimate sourcefrom which to
angment the revenue, (Hegr, hear.)s It-had been sard-
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that, if distillation was made free, they must raise the
revenue from some cther source e did not think
any one class should be burdened for the ad-
vantage of other classes, but he considered that
that was the position of the farmers (Hear, hear)
The present rent of the greater part of the runs could
only be about 10s a square mile, and he thought they,
could find 1 the Crown lands a source of revenue to
compensate for any loss that would arise from the re-
peal of the Distillation Act, (Hear, hear ) He was of
opintont that the duty on imported wines and spirits
should be reduced as in the case of ale and beer, and
distillation be left to find its own level He could not
exactly agree with his hon colleague in the views he,
cxpressed on the policy of borrowing When ho saw the
vast extent of land that was benefited he thought he
saw 1n that land ample means to pay off the proposed
debts (Hear, hear ) If they-could lay down efficient
tramways at less expenso than railways, he would cer-
tainly be for them, but if the traffic returns would war~
rant 1t he was for extending, the railway to Kapunda.
(Hear, hear,) He was of that opinion, because he
considered Kapunda the centre of an important district
—that the railway to'it would be a great trunk lme—
to which, no doubt, tramways might be laid down as
feeders, Wath regard to the education tax, he would
would say, that he thought 1t would be sufficient to
enable the Distriet Councils to lay on a smal! rate, and
apply for an equal amount to the Board of Education
He was glad to see that the question. ofi the manage.
ment of the Crawn lands was to be mtroduced, and.
he hoped the Commissioner would be able to show
that the revenue from that source would be greatly 1n-
creased He had been grieved to hear that the Go-
veinment. would oppose: the formation of a tramway
from Adelaide to the Murray. They might, if they
pleased, make Victor Harbour available for large ves-
sels, but he could see na good policy 1 sending pro-
duce to Port Adelaide to be broughtback again, almost
to the same point, on 1ts way to the Murray  (Hear,
hear ) He was also of opinion that his hon. colleague
would act wisely in withdrawing his amendment.
(Hear, hear.)

Mr Bryrm, with the consent of the hon member
for the Port (Mr Hughes), the seconder of his amend-
ment,, withdrew 1t.

Mr Mirprep thought 1t would be unpardonable in
him to give a silent vote, He would confine_himself
almost solely to the question of distillation e con-
tended that those who produced the largest amount of
exports—the agrrculturists—were suffering from unto-
ward circumstances, over which they had no control
Whilst facilities were given to those who held leases of
the Crown lands, by enabling them to obtain from time
to time additional yortions of the maiden soil, the agri-
cultunists were much oppressed, But the repeal ot the
Distillation Act world mtroduce a new article of pro-
duce, particularly as they now, by the late advices from
England, were made sequainted with the fact that a.
pure spint could be extracted from the beetroot, which
would also be a useful article of fodder. With regard:
to education, he admitted that he was an advocate of
direct taxation, but he held that the time had not ar-
nived for 1mposing such atax as that contemplated.
He also objected to 1t for educational purposes, because
1t was unjust towards those who had no children to
ba educated. They had got rid of the connection.
‘between Church aund State, but an effort appeared now
about to be made to connect Education with the State.:
He regarded the present system as expensive, and at
the same time mefficient, He. congratulated the-
‘Minstry on the flourishing state ofthe revenue, though
he.held that.a considerable amount of credit was- due.
tq the Estimates Commuttee for theirlabours,and for the

economieal.system they. had;mntroduced mnto the pubhe;
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service. He hoped that the future proceedings of the
Government would be characterized by economy and
retrenchment, with a .due regard to the efficiency of
the public service, when he would be happy at ali
tumes to giwve them his support, ag far as he eould ¢on-
sistently do so, .

The Commissiones .oF Crowx Lanps said 1t -was
very commenly.supposed that those who held leases of
Crown {ands had some -permanent claim to hold those
lands. This was not the case. It was specally pro-
vided, when the leases were granted, that at their expira-
tion the lands should be put up to austion But the
value of the lands should be taken 1nto consideration at
the time the leases were granted As an illustration he
would refer to a lease of land taken up beyond the
Burra some years ago. At that time the run was not
considered worth more than £40, because 1t was not
suppased capablé of feeding more than 4,000 sheep
Now it was capable ef supporting 40,000, and the
lease was believed to be worth £4,000, The hon
member proeeeded to point out that a great portion of
the land taken as runs was ‘almost valueless., He re~
ferred to the energy and enterprisé of those commected
with pastoral pursuits in opening up the country, and
coptended that the rnights of the agriculturists had not
been infringed upon by the squatters With regard to
education, he was favourable to the proposal of a direct
tax for the purpose. He hoped that the time was
¢omng when local taxation would be adopted for other
purposes, and that a system of expenditure would be
adopted 80 3s to appropriate the tunds raised in cach
distict fo thew exclusive benefit  On distillation, he
remarked that he was decidedly opposed te protective
auties ; and referred to the tax laid on flonr i1n Wes-
tern Ausiralid as an illustration of theimpolicy of such
dutigs It had been argued that the loss to the re-
veaue would not be great  If so, the gain to the pro-
ducer would be still Jess.

Mr BAcot remarked that, asthe Chief Secretary Lad
stated that the House would not be pledged to any
particular measures by adopting the address, he would
be happy to vote forit. It reminded him ef a Bill in-
troduced 1n the late Council, when the members were
told they could agree to the preamble, and, if they
plegsed, styike out the whole of the clauses He thought
the reply to the Governor’s speech should have been
more expheit e would oppese the system of educa-
tion proposed by the Sovernment, if, as be understood,
1t was intended to raise a general revenue by direct
taxation, from which the supends of the teachers were
to bepard He was a faend to direct taxation, bvt
the scheme proposed should be so far modified as to
make the taxation logal, The funds should be raised
by consent ot the distriets, and expended wunder their
owp mapagempent  With regard to ralways, he re-
gietted that his hon friend on his left (Mr Blyth)
shonld have based his arguments upon the Port Rail-
way, whic,y had cost three times more than was
estimated  He thought his hon friend, 1if he had
taken 1nto consideration the fact that Government
never constructed lines of roads so cheaply as private
parties, and that railways afforded such very great
facilities for the transit o1 goods, would have come to
a differegt conglusion to that which he had expressed
He was favourable to the adoption of a general system
of tramways, throughout the countrv, in those places
mm which rgilways were not available e thought,
with other hon members, that some modificatien of
the distillation law was necessary., He did not agree
with the hoy the Treasurer i his remarks respecting
the bonus of 25 per cent, stated by hum to be given to
the disuller, because the resirictions thrown around
hum amounted 1z reality to an absolute prohibition
With yespect to law retoray, he would make a few re-

gbout to bring before the House he had only recently
had an opportumty of examiming But he could not
understand how 1t could be reconciled with that which
1t was understood the hon the Atiorney-General -
tended to mtroduce As to law reform in general, he
wouyld state that no great change was ever effected 1n
England without the assistance of the lawyers. But
f 1t eould be shown that the lawyers were any
hindrance to th= prosperity of the country, he would
say, let thom boe swept away. (Laughter } He was not
opposed to the Government, but would, whenever he
could do so conscientiously, give thém his support.

Captain Hart said the hon member who had just
sat down, together with almost every other hon. mem-
ber, had stated that he was not disposed to offer any
opposition to the Gevernment. He would at once
state that lie would at all 1imes oppose them when he
thought they acted in oppesition to the interests of the
country, e regarded a well-orgemzed opposition,
not a factious one, but a recognised oppostiion to the
Government as best e:lculated to promote the general
interests of the country. When thq Parliament Bill
was. under discussion, 1t was a generally understood
thing, that the Parhament would censist of, and be
governed by, recogmised parties (“No, no”) He
maiwntained that svth was the case 'With respect to
'railways he contended that the subject should be con-
sidered, not as rallways versus macadamized roads, but
as railways versus tframways. They had & ralwayin
the colony, and they had a tramway The latter had
no Jarge amount of trafhe, but 1t was yielding a profis
which the other was not doing  Then agam five miles
of tramways could be constructed at the same eost as a
single mile of railway, and therefore their construction
would be of general and not of mere localbenehit He
regretted that the hon the Chief Secretary had pledged
himself not to form part of any Miustry who sup-
ported a systemi of ¢ramways as epposed to rallways,
He regretted this because the resignation of .the
Ministry would- be a very serious loss to the country.
He did not know where they evould find the materials
w that House for constructing anether Ministry But
1t ‘wag his 1intention to place & notice on the paper which
would bring the subject to the test, notwithstanding
the threat held oat by the hon the Chief secretary,
to which he had 1eferred As to education, he
was notopposed to direct taxation for that purpose, 1f
1t was 1intended to be carried out in the manner
shadowed forth in the address, The experience of
other countries showed that a greater number of
'children could be collected together where there was
a small payment from the parents than where 1t was
felt that the school was merely what was called a
chanity school ~ With respect to the harbour question,
he would say with reference to the proposed improve-
nents of Victor Harbour, that the Gevernment, a tew
years ago, would have scouted the idea. (lhe
Treasurer, no, no3 Port Ellot was a very good
harbour for small vessels, but when the rollers set in,
it was impossible for any vessel to land her goods But
the same objection existed with respect to Victor
Harbour  Neither was calculated as a fit places fou
large vessels, though much might be done to tacilitate
the sanding of goods, by regulations respecting the
hours of landing  He wished to see every improvement
possible effected at Eacounter Bay, but 1t was impes-
sible to make a good shipping harbour on that part of
the coast  The labour ot months would be swept away
1 afew hours Port Adelaide was, unquestionably,
the port of the colony, With respect to law reform, he
believed that a Bill, such as that submitted to him by
the hon the Treasurer, would be a great boon to the
colony Notwithstanding what had been said by the
hon member for Light, he contended that many impor-
tant law reforms eould be, and had been, carried out in

marks, The Bil whieh the hon the Treasurer was{this colony by gentlemen who were not professional
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men The circumstances of this colony were notin any
respect paralel to those of England, particularly as
regarded the conveyance of real property The oldest
titles only extended back about twenty jears The
hon the ‘lreasurer, 1t he did nothing else dunng the
session besides mntroducing s Bill for effecting a
reform in the law as regaided the transfer of real pro-
pirty, would deserve the thanks of the Council and of
country

Mr Linpgay, 1o reply to the remarks which had been
made by the hon member for Flnders as to the pro-
jected improvements of Victor Harbour, stated that he
thought they should wait tall they had something more
definite as to the projected improvements before the
House came to any conclusion, lhe hon member had
sa1d that Gramite Island was one mile from the shore,
but he could state, from his own personal knowledge,
that 1t was connected with the mamn land by a shoal
thuty-two chains in length, and dry at low water, over
which a causeway could be constructed And he could
also state, on the authonty ot Captain Crozier, of Her
Majesty’s shp Victor, that the harbour was capable of
accommodatng the largest steamers  Vessels had fre-
quently lain theie for several months together, and at
all seasons of the year, but not a single wreck had
taken place there. Many members appeared to be
under an erioneous 1mpression respecting the compara-
tive cost of raillways for locomotive purposes and for
hoise power  The cost of ralways 1n England had
been very hugh, butin America railways for locomotive
purposes had been constructed at so low a cost as to
appear almost mcredible to persons only acquainted
with the Englishsystem  He refeired to Stephenson’s
Work on American Engineering (a book to be found 1n
the library of that House) 1n 1llustration of his remarks
An estimate was there given of the cost of the perma-
nent way, which expenience m America had shown to
‘be the best in construction, at the low rate of £540 per
mile, and toshow that that was not merely an engineer’s
esumate, but that ralways had actually been ¢on-
structed at near about that rate, he referred to the rail-
way 1n Indiana, fifty or sixty miles in length, which
had been constructed for less than £600 per mile; and
to another 1n the State of Flonda, which had a popula-
uon, including slaves, of only 60,000 persons, of fifty-
four miles 1n length, the total cost of which had been
less than £1,000 per mile If these locomotive lines
had been constructed for horse traction, they would
probably have cost two or three times as much, n con-
sequence of the additional expense which the construe.
tion of the horse track would have necessmtated.

Mr Neares said as 1t appeared to be the fashion of
the House for every member to speak to the motion, he
supposed he must do 50 too, though that was not his
original intention  He contended that the pastoral
interest did not pay its fair share towards the general
revenue It appeared to him that the only difference
between Port klliot and Victor Harbour was, that Port
Elliot was wretchedly bad, and Vietor Harbour had
the ment of uot being quite so bad  He thought they
must tap the River Murray higher up  If they were
determmed to go into the question of the navigation ot
the Murray, he hoped 1t would be done 1n a straighfor-
ward, manly spint They had heard from the Treasurer
that the commumecation with Vietoria had not been
satisfactorv, It was time they came to some determi-
nation on the subject 1! douth Australia assimilated
their taniff to that of Victoria, what guarantee had they
that Victoria wou'd not again alter thewr Customs
duties, and thus leave the colony 1n the same position
as at presen’ ‘The Government of Victoria was com-
poeed of very singular matenals, ard they found that
they could not manage thewr own population, as
was proved by the Ballaarat riots  ‘Lhe Govern-
ment of ths colony should therefore take thew
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stand, and be determined to receive no dictation
from their big brother. He did not say that
there should be no modification of the tanff, but he con-
tended that this should not be done at the dictauon of
another Government T1he Government of Victoria
might alter their tariff as often as they chose, to swmit
their own purposes, but suppose this colony to take
off all their duties on goods taken up the Murray,
where would Victoria be then?® ‘Lhis country need not
be the smugglers They could send their goods to the
border, and leave the Victorians to smuggle them into
their own country  (Laughter) This had been done
by England at Gibraltar, and France had adopted the
same course. te was not prepared to give up thewr
geographical advantages with regard to postal arrange-
ments Lhe same answer must be given to ther neigh-
bours, as in the other case, by telling Victoria that we
would stand by our nghts, With respeet toeducation,
1t would be a very bad system which would not obtam
hig support As to the amalgamation of the public
Boards, he was of opialon, that, at least in some in-
stances, the present Boards should be retained He
referred specially to the Harbour Trust and [rmny
Boards He thought some alterations were required
1n the nsolvency laws, so as to render the payments of
dividends more speedy than at present  With respect
to the emplovment of labour, he saw that ot the
amount voted by the late Legislature for public works
£24,000 remained unexpended. Iie regarded himself
as the true friend of the werking classes, though he
did not pretend to support that character by mere
bounce, He would always be prepared to advocate
the construction of public works, whenever they were
required and the revenue would allow it.

The ATrorNry-GENERAL was glad to find that what-
ever differences might afiernards arise with respect to
the subjects referred to 1n the Governor's speech, there
was an almost unanimous opinion with regard to the
address With respect to the iemarks of the hon.
member for the Port on party Government, he con-
tended that the Parliament was not mn a position to
warrant him 1n assuming that an Opposition was neces-
sary. Itwas absolutelympossible that the same scencs,
which had occurred in the other colonies, should not
occur 1 this colony, if party Government were to be
introduced  Those scenes arose on account of measu es
which were brought forward, not because they were
essentially requued by the country, but m a spint of
captious and determined opposition  They were engaged
i making an attempt ta see how far a great scheme
could be carried out, and the interests of tae country
could be best served, by the members of that House
acting in combination, rather than i opposition, The
members ot the Ministry asked for no support for the
mere purpose of retaming office 'lhey asked hon
members to support them only so far as their conscien-
tious convictions would enable them to doso, and they
looked for no opposition but such as the convictions
of hon members compelled them tooffer  (Hear, hear )
It was one of the greatesi boasts of the late Council that
all the old cries and watchwords had been swept away,
and he knew of nothing which would maie divide the
Council, or be better calculated tocheck theonward pro-
gress of the country, than a revivil of that party spint
which the hon member fo1 the Port seemcd to think
50 advantageous,

Dr, Warx did not rise to make a speech, but 1t was
well known by hon members that 1t was his intention
to have moved an amendment to the address He rose
to say that, after hearing thesat sfactory statement made
by the hon the Chief Secretary, he had nointentionto do
80, but would vote for the address

Mr Corr tendered his thanks to the hon member
for the Burra for his kind advice to young members to
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be cautious how they committed themselves He was
surprised to find hon members on the one hand advo-
caung an extended system of education, and on the
other advocating the removal of the restriction on dis-
tillation, by which faciiies would be given for the
manufactute of spirits, which were admitted on all
hands to be so injurious to the morals of the com-
mumty,

Mr Praxrrose amidst cries of ““Divide” e had
Listened to the debate with very deep interest and much
pleasure In moving the address, he still held lumself
unpledged to any particular measure He could, as
other hon members had done, have raised various ob
jections to the several questions alluded to in the Go-
vernor s speech, but he preferred giving Ministers an
opportunity of bringing their policy fairly before the
House, stll reserving to himself the nght of acting -
dependently as each subject was introduced

The adoption of the address was then agreed to m
Commttee, the House resumed, the report was brought
up and adopted, and, on the motion of the Chief Secre-
tary, 1t was resolved that the Speaker and a deputation
from the House should present the Address at such
time as his Excellency should appoint.

House adjourned till next day at 1 o'clock.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
THurspaY, ArriL 30,

TRAMWAY TO PORT FLLIOT,

Mr KricHAUFF presented a petition fiom 259 resi-
dents at Mount Barker, Bremer, Macclesfield, Strath-
albyn, Kondopannga, and Encounter Bay, praying for
the coustruction nf a main tramroad through the dis-
trict by the way of Macclesfield from Port Elliet to
Mount Barker, Received, read, and ordered to be
printed.

NATIVE RESERVES.

The Crown Lanxps ComuisstonFr laid on the table a
return 1n the terms of a notice given by Mr. Blyth,
showing situations, acreage, names of Lessees, and
amount of rents, of the Aboriginal Reserves in the
colony Ordered to be printed.

GAWLER TOWN BAILWAY TERMINUS,

Mr Durrierp stated that a petition on this subject
was 1 course of preparation, and begged for the pre-
sent to withdraw the notice standing 1n his name with
reference to it.

ELECTION RETURNS.

Mr. BryTH moved for returns showing the total ex-
penses of the general election of the Parliament then
assembled, exhibiting the different sums for each dis-
trict and division, the name of the parties to whom the
same was paid, with the various particulars of demand
for which money was paid, also, showing the number
of electors on the several electoral rolls at the late
election of members of the two Houses of Parhament,
the number who obtained certificates, and the number
of those who recorded their votes at each polling-booth
mn each division and district, how many were dis-
qualified, and the cauges of their disqualfication,
—Motion seconded by Mr, Reynolds and carried nem.
con.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS.

The Cr1EF SECRETARY moved that on Tuesdays and
Frnidays Government business should take precedence
of all business for discussion, excepting, of eourse, the
presentation of petitions and placing notices on the
paper He also urged the importance of being slow to
suspend the Standing Orders after thewr adoption.—
Question put and carried.

D

TIE ADDRESS

The Sreaxer announced that the Governor.in-Chief
would receive the House with the reply to his Excel-
tency’s speech, at a quarter past 1 o’clock next day.

NORTH-WESTERN EXPLORATION.

On the motion of the Commssioner of Crown Lands
and Immigration, the Speaker left the chair, and the
House resolveditself into a Commuttee of the whole for
the consideration of the motion standing in his name
on this subject

The ComwvissionerR of Crowx Lawps then moved,
that an Address be presented to His Excellency the
Governor-in-Chief, tequesting 11is Excellency to place
upon the Supplementary Estimates for the present
year the sum of £2,000, to defray the expense of an
exploring expedition to be sent out to examine the
north western interior He was, he believed, nght n
saying that former legislatures had already appropriated
the sum of £1,000 for that object Relying on the
approval of the House, the Government had made
arrangements to serd out such an expedition, The
present season was peculiarly favourable for that
purpose, from the gquantity of rain that had fallen
generally over the country It was also apprehended
that 1if the preliminary arrangements were not made
before the consent of the House was obtained, 1t would
then be too late to start the expedition with any hope
of success It was, he imagined, generally agreed to
be very important to develop the pastoral capabilities
of the colony, and as he understood Streaky Bay was
a good harbour, 1t might be made available as a port.
(Hear, hear ) He thought the amount asked for would
not be absorbed by the proposed expedition, but 1t
was desirable to have such a sum named, to prevent the
necessity of having to come again for further means, to
meet any unforeseen ¢xpense.

The Curer SroreTARY seconded the motion, adding
to the statements of the mover that the Government
had acted in that case without first consulting the
Legslature, becauss they had for that object the
approval of the preceding Councils (Hear, hear)
The expeditions on other occasions had been delayed
or frustrated by unforeseen circumstances, but every-
thing at preseunt conspired to render the starting of the
expedition favourable, and likely to be produetive of
great public advaatage.

Captain Hart testified, from his personal knowledge,
to the fact, that btresky Bay, although not equal to
Port Adelaide, was still one of the best ports in the
colony. He had, with ether gentlemen, penetrated a
d:stance of 20 miles intothe scrub there, and he thought
1t might, hke the Murray Scrub, belt good land. "A.
harbour, 50 good as Streaky Bay, would greatly enhance
the value of any good land found 1n that region

Mr Hare supported the motion, snd thought the
country generally consisted of alternate belts of good
and bad land. He could also state from experience
that many places of unprom'sing appearance became
first-rate wheat-growing lands on bemng bronght under
cultivation e referred to the recent discovery of
water by Mr Babbage, and expressed a hope that
other tracts, supposed to be ard, would be found better
adapted for pastoral purposes than was generally
1magined.

Mr BaBpaar suggested the wisdom of appropriating
a larger sum for the purposes of diecovery than that
proposed by the Government He thought 1t probable
that the water he found might be only one of a series
of watering-places to which the natives with whom he
commumcated bad referred It was desirable to ascer.
tamn whether Lake Torrens was exactly the impassable
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barrier which they supposed, or were informed 1t was.
He was convinced that 1t could be crossed te the north-
east, for reasons which he had given elsewhere It
was possible that a party sent to explore from Streaky
Bay inland might be lost, and it would be advisable to
have a party pushing on to meet them, which might
secure thewr safety. He understood that there had
alrcady been two runs taken up since the publication
of s discoveries A smallsumonly would be required
to defray the expense of a party formed by bushmen,
and headed by a surveyor The squatters, who had
done good service as explorers, often threw cold water
on such proposals, but they manmifested no mdisposition
to avail themselves of such discoveries as Blanchwater
(Hear, hear ] He did not think 1t needful to organize
a party in Adelaide for the object he recommended, as
fitting persons could be found in the locality he had
lately visited.

Mr Warernoust supported the suggestion of Mr
Babbage He was glad to find that that gentleman
recognised the services of the squatters, who had, he
understoed, recently found Blanchwater dry. (A
laugh)

Mr Baspace explained  He had recently been as.
sured that succeeding and later visitors had found it
all that he had deseribed it to be.

Mr Warernouse believed thatit might be sé since
the late rams Mr Hack hdd pushed on, and had
found no place answering to Lake Torrens, but, on the
contrary, the fine grass land spoken of by Sturt. He
believed that there was a vast expanse of available land
m the interior, the opening up of which would be as
béneficial as Sturt’s discovery of the Murray,

The Commissionkr of Crowx Laxps was afraid the
season was too far advanced to orgamze a large party
The mtentiom was, to send the expedition due north
fiom Streaky Bay, and, by making 360 miles in that
direction, they would eut off the water discovered by
explorers from Mount Arden. He would be happy to
consent to sending a party to the north, as 1t was now
pretty well ascertained that Mr Eyre was nustaken as
to the direction of Lake Torrens, andhe was of opimon
that the large body of fresh water spoken of by the
natives was Cooper’s Creek He would be happy to
suppert any additional sum which the House should
set apart for northern exploiation, but he thought the
squatters were determired to do that themgelves with-
out Government aid. (Hear, hear ) He would pro-
pose that all newly discovered country should be put
up for public competitron He believed that a settler
who at his own nisk and expense discovered country
was entitled to some advantage , but 1t was not so when
the discovery was made af the expbnse of the puble.
(Hear, hear )

Question put and carried, and the House resumed:

DISPATCH OF BUSINESS

The Crmirr SEcRETARY moved that this House shalk
meet for the dispatch of business, during the present
session, on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday
1 each week, at 1 o'clock pm. They had found n
former Lepislatures that arrangement very favourable
to tlie transaction of business, and he hoped the House
would be slow to alter a system that hiad worked well,
Night meetings had been spoken of, but it was clear
that the hour should be fixed so as to secure the largest
attendance ¢f members

Mr, Bacor moved, as an amendment on the Chief
Secretary’s motion for the meeting of the House of
Apsembly at 1 o’clock, that the House do meet at 5
oclock pm  He considered the arguments of the hon
Chuef Secretary applicable enough to asummer session,

but in winter country gentlemen could not get home
He thought also that 1t would matter litle to a gentle-
man hiving out of town whether he started for home at
5 and 6, or 8 and 9 o’clock. (Hear, and alaugh) It
was known that the public offices were open, during the
early part of the day, and it might suit some to meet at
that time, but that view would apply to a few Govern-
ment officers only, ratherthan to the public  There were
three classes of members in that House—men of busi-
ness, country members, and men of no business (Hear,
and a laugh’) Men of general busines, such as him-
self, had to sacrifice some of the best houis of the day
by meeting at 1 o"clock  The officers of Government,
who attended to their private business by attending
that House, might meet at 1 o clock, but that would
sacrifice the whole time of gentlemen who lived some
little distance in the country  The question was,
whether they should have men of business in the House,
or the payment of members  (Hear,and a lnugh) He
did not think the time had come for the payment of
members, and be, therefore, hoped lus amendment would
be carried.

Mr DurrieLD seconded the ameadment, but was nog
prepared to speak at length on the subject He felt
assured, however, that the effect ot meeting at I o’clock
would be to absorb so much of the time of the country
members as to deter them fiom attending that House.
{Hear, hear.)

Mr. Brvrs was prepared to give to the service of the
country the three best hours of the day. (Hear, hear }
He repeated what he had once btfore said, that the
question after all was ore more of luncheon or dinner
than anything else. (A laugh ) He would appeal ta
the recollection of old representatives, that the altera-
tion from 1 to 2 o’clock 1n the old Council was a most
lamentable failure. The only effect was to lengthen
speeches withoutexpediting business, although one hon
gentlemanhad promised to speak 25 per cent less, 1f the
change was allowed (Laughter; and ¢ Name ") That
%on gentleman was Mr Neales (Continued langhter )

e (Mr Blyth) was a man of business, and a country
mernber, and could not, without great pain, he confessed,
forégo the advantage of spending his evenings at home.
He did hope, that there would be no trimming 1n
the matter, but, as the ments of the question of day
or mght sitting was fairly before them, that they would
vote for one or the other—either for 1 or 6 o’clock.
(Hear, hear )

The TrEAsunRer would support the motion of the
hon Chief Secretary, because he thought it could not
be either for the benefit of the countt'y, or for the good
of hon members’ constitutions, to come to the delibera-
tions of that House with wearted bodies, or with minds
fagged with the business of the day. fHear, hear)
‘The convenienge of members of all classes in that House
had been referred to, but there were otheérs whose con-
vemence should be regarded, if the public were to be
well served. Hereferred to the press, the conductors
of which had more than once stated that mght meetings
would entail a rumous increase on their reporting and
mechanieal appliances if they attempted to report the
proceedings of the Legislature as fully as hitherto.
(Hear, hear ) For these reasons, 1n add:ition to others
that had fallen from hon. members, he would support
the original motion.

Mr Hars suggested a medium course, Hissuggestion
was, that the days and hours fixed by the motion should
be the same, but to meet on alternate days.

Mr. Marxs supported the amendment of the hon
member for Light, inasmuch as they had a right to con-
sult the feelings of the country members, He thought
the hon, member for Light was as willing as any other
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hon member to devotc the best hours of the day to the
service of the country For himself he did not care
at what hour the House met, but he would say that 1t
was part of the Chief Secretary’s professional business
to attend the House, and, therefore, that he, at least,
made no sacrifice. (Hear, hear.)

Mr, Huanes supported the motion of the Chief Se-
cretary  He thought the question resolved 1itself into
whether the business should be conducted by persons
residing solely in Adelaide. They must have Select
Coramttees, but when would members sit on them if
not in the morning

Mr REevNoLDs was satisfied that it would be for the
convenience of the country members to have early
meetings He confessed he could not adopt the views
of the hon member for Taght, who proposed to give
the whe:e of the day to his private business, and the
night to the business of the country, leaving no time
for sleeping or thinking  As he (Mr, Reynolds) really
required some time to sleep, and preferred, before tran-
sacting public busimess, to think 1t over, he must op-
pose the amendment.

Mr Peaxe would willingly absent himself from his
home 1n the evening for the benefit of the country, 1f
the country would only allowhim a few hours m the
day to look after his own bustness.

Amendment put and lost, by a majonity of 25 to 9
Other amendments followed, but the onginal motion
was ultimately carried.

TONNAGE DUES REPEAL BILL.

The TrrasvrEr moved the second reading of the
Bill for the repeal of tonnage dues, and to authorize
the leasing of wharf frontages at the Narth-parade,
Port Adelailde He informed new members that
£100,000 had been borrowed far the purpose of deepen-
g the bar, deepening the harbour, and for the piling
of the North-parade At the time that loan was au-
thorized a peculiar meaning was attached to the term
reproductive works, restncting 1t to those works which
yielded an obvious return, and excluding others that
yielded a far greater but indirect pubhc benefit. A tax
was imposed for the purpose he referred to, but 1t fell
on many vessels that derived no benefit from the work
for which the money was rmised He trusted the
House would not now act on the mistaken principle
which he had referred to, for 1t was clear that there
was no connection between the tonnage duties and har-
bour extension The amount collected was also mnsig-
nifieant, 1n no year amounting to £2,000, while 1t would
have required £10,000 to yield 10 per cent on the
£100,000 borrowed for harbour improvements, The
second part of the Bill referred to a power to lease
wharf frontages He thought the Government had
made a mistake heretofore in reserving so many deep
water frontages, That was especially observable at
the Goolwa, where the water frontages were either re-
served or eut off from use as building.yards, &c, by
roadways  That prevented the investment of large
‘sums of money, as also did the short tenures Such
edifices as the mill at Port Adelaide would not be
erected on land leased for a short term  (Hear, hear)
The facilities that the proposed arrangement would give
for deepening the channel would be a great benefit to
the Port It was not intended to allow of the erec-
tion of stores on the land leased, but to keep it open
for wharfage purposes He did not apprehend any op-
position, and begged to move the second reading of the
Bill

Mi. Huenes had not heard the hon the Treasurer
state that any complaints had been made by meichants
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or owners of vesscls respecung the harbour dues, He
had mdeed informed the House that the amount of
those dues was msufficient for the purposes contem-
plated, but at any rate 1t went a considerable way
towards making up the amount. He did not object to
the proposal for leasing the Jand on the North parade,
but thought 1t would be desirable toretain the shipping
dues, particularly so, as he had heard no complants
agamnst them,

The CoumMissionER of Crown Laxps would support
the Bill He thonght 1t would be highly impolitic to
continue the mmposition of the tonnage dues They
ought to be discontinued at once, without waing for
complaints being made agamst them.

Captain Hart wds glad to sce the Bill brought for-
ward, though he thought some modifications would be
required He had long scen the propriety of leasing
the wharf., 1hose who had most experience 1n making
wharves knew that 1t was always best to form dwart
wharves 1n the first instance, as had been done at Port
Adelaide The hon the Treasurer had faled to show
that the tonnage dues had been insufficient to pay the
interest of the money expended This had only
amounted to £12,000, exclusive of £29,000 1n the pur-
chase of the necessary machmnery But how much
greater would 1t be when the 2,000 feet of wharfage
frontage was leased He believed it would be suth-
client to pay the entire inferest upon the vote of
£100,000

Mr Hare was disposed to oppose the Bill He re-
ferred to the necessity forimprovements at Port Ade-
lawde at the period when the vote ot £100,000 was car-
ried, and stated that on one occas'on he saw thirteen
ships aground at Port Adelaade. Tlus 1nduced hum on
that occasion to troduce the measure  He contended
that the advantage of the shipping was more than
sufficient tp counterbalance the tonnage dues One
of the greatest objections to Port Adelaide was the
existence of the inner bar, the removal of which
could be effected by carrymng out mmprovements by
means of sluices, and causing a curreut of water to act
upon 1t,

Mr Neares would support the Bill, particularly as it
enunciated the prneiple which he had mn vain attempted
to carry out in the last sessron He could not under-
stand why the shipping should be celled upon to pay
for improvements which had not been eftected lle,
as a ratepayer, must certainly protest against this prin-
ciple.  Heapproved of the Bull, as 1t was calculated to
remove the complamts which had been made against
the tonnage dues, and, as & consequence, of mducing
more vessels to visit Port Adelaide

Mr Revvorps had been opposed to laying down
rails on the Prince’s Wharf, but the proposition n
the Bill to let the wharfage frontage removed his ob~
Jection.

Mr DcrrieLp, in reply to the remarks of Captain
Hart, stated that he had, in Victoria, heard trequent
complaints of the tonnage dues on the sh-pping ente.ing
this harbour,

The Bill was then read a second time

The TreasvrEr moved the House into Commuttee,
which was objected to by one or two members, when
the Treasurer stated that he would not carry 1t beyond
the first clause.

Clause 1 Repealing so much of the Act No 20 of
1854 as authorised the levying of harbour dues, was
read and adopted.

Clause 2. Thie clause provides for the leasing of tha
North-parade,
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The Treasvrer stated that it was not intended te
put any clauses in the leases binding the lessees to
deepen the harbour All that would be requued of
them would be that they should keep a uniform trontage
He intended to move an amendment to the clause when
the House was again i1n Commttee on the Bill, In
reply to Mr Hare, he stated that a portion of the
£100,000 had been borrowed He had sold some of the
Dbonds, and nothing should be done to shake the credit
of the country by altering the conditions of the existing
Act Inreply to a question from Mr Hughes, he said
that the leases would be 1ssued ewther by tender or by
auction, as might be determined by the Mouse He
would also state, mn reply to the observationr of the
same hon memwber, that he had heard complants in
hus official capacity against the harbour dues

Mr Bryrx stated that similar complainte had been
made 1n memornials presented to the Chamber of Com-
merce,

The House then resumed, and the Commattee obtained
leave to sit agam on the 1uesday following

THE COMPTROLLER OF CONVICTS,

Mr WaTERHOUSE rose to discharge a very unpleasant
duty in proposing the motion standing 1n his name,
namely—That 1n the opinion of this Assembly, the pre-
sence 1n this House of the Comptroller of Convicts 18
incompauble with the efficient discharge of the duttes
devolving on that officer. IIe had had no personal
quarrel with the hon member who would be affected
by his motion He brought it forward on public
grounds  He regarded 1t as very inexpedient for
gentlemen holding efnices under Government to be
members of that House Occasions would arise when
a single vote might decide the fate of the Ministry,
and 1t was quite natural that, under such circumstances,
an officer of the Government would beinfluenced to give
lus vote n their favour, It was scarcely te be expected
that any oflicer of the Government coulid hold a seat n
that House without giving the Governinent his support
He would be a partisan, or, if he did not, he woula run
the nisk of losing his office by offending the existing
Ministry. This state of things, it allowed to go on,
would become dangerous 1o the effective working of the
Government departments, and te the general welfare of
the whole community He did not say that there should
be no officer of Government in that House, but he
would treat every case on its own merits  He thought,
however, that every member ot the House would admit
with hun, that 1t any oficer ot Government should not
have a seat in that House, 1t was the Comptroller ot
Convicts All his yme and attention were required fox
the performante of the duues of ms ofhce In his
connection with the crin inal, he held the sword ot jus.
tice, and was alsd the winister of mercy The blue-
book ot 18656-6 contamned a statement, made by that
officer, that his ime was occupted 94 hours each day
in the discharge of his duties  1f circumstances had
s0 changed as to render that office a mere sinecure, 1t
should be abolhished 1t not, the officer who held 1t
could not satisfactonily perform them whilst atiending
to other duties in that House.

Dr Wagxk st¢onded the motion He could not see
how the duties of the Comptroller of Convicts was com-
patible with the duties of 2 member of that House He
believed the hon. gentleman who filled that office had
established good order and proper subordination at the
Convict Establishment, but 1t was well known that
irequent cuses of escape had taken place, and by what-
ever means they were effected, 1t showed the necessity
of the Comptroller giving his whole tume and attention
to his dunies. The escapes he had referred to had
occastoned fearful results In his neighbourhood a
ganug of escaped convicts entered a store, and the woman

who kept 1t was *“ stuck up,”’ and the store robbed
of provisions and ammunition, such as the gang re-
qured It was his deuded opimon that a member of
that Council should not hold a public ofhce  Heshould
not be en M P and also a Comptroller of Convicts
Heshould have no ahias  One of the two offices should
be struck off If Government officers were allowned to
sit 1n that House, 1t would be a weak Government
indeed which could not retamn office by commanding
their suppert,

The Currr SrcreMary would not allow the debate
to proceed further without stating the positiin in which
the Government were placed The question could not
be discussed on consututional grounds That was de-
cided when the Constitution Bill was under d scassion
Government officers were not then declared to be dis-
qualhfied If, therefoie, the House wished to raise the
question on constitutional grounds, a Bill should be
brought in for the purpuse The question could not he
detided by a mere vote of that House 'The hon mem-
ber had been returned by his constituents, and the Go-
vernment felt that they could best carry out the letter
as well as the spirit of the Consutution by allowing the
hon member to continue to hold ofhice Then came
the official question, namely, whether the hon member
could retain his seat and satisfactorily perforir the
duties of his office They decided that this could be
done, but he would be glad to have the opinion ot the
House on the subject, as thet would reheve the Go-
vernment of their responsibility 1n the matter (Hear,
hear ) The Government thought the duties of the
Comptroller of Ccnvicts were not mcompatible with
the duties of a member of that House, for this reason,
that he was not appomnted as the keeper or overseer of a
single prison, but as the general Superintendent of all
the convict cstablishments in the colony  Others be-
sides that at the Dry Creek would necessanly be re-
quired It was contemplated to erect one on Tlorrens
Island, and another would be required for the employ-
ment of deserted seamen ‘1he Government were led
to adopt the view they had done from these considera-
tions, and also because at the time of the Comptroller’s
appointment he was holding a remuuerative ofhce as a
Railway Undertaker, against which there was no pro-
test lhen, agamn, that the Comptroller was not ex-
pected to be in constant commumication with the con-
victs was evidentfrom the circumstance that the Council
had disallowed that ofhcer a residence at the Stockade
Besides, the Government could not tell that the duties
of the Comptroller would be interfered with by his
taking a seat 1 that House, without a trial. When
they tound that such was the case, 1t would be time fo2
them to intimate the fact to that officer. He would
leave the subject to the decision of the House, und
the Government would bow to that decision. (Hear,
hear )

M: Hay had intended to have seconded the motion,
but that had been done 1n so efficient a manner by the
member for the Murray as to render 1t unnecessary for
him to occupy much time in supporting 1t ‘Lhe Chiet
Secretary had 1ntimated that the Government had no
wish to 1uterfere with the electors in the choice of thew
reptesentatives, but they had done so on a former occa-
sion by the circular they 1ssued to Government officers
(Nd, no) He would be glad to see the hon. member
tor Yatala in that House as an independent member ,
but that hon member could not efhiciently perform tae
duties of his office as Comptroller, and tor which he
recetved, he believed, more than £500 a year, if he
devoted the best part of the day to us attendance at
that House.

Mr Hagre gave full credit to the hon member for
tast lorrens’s sincerity in his statement that he was
aut influenced by persunal considerations mm bringing
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forward the motion before the House. But he under-
stood the only qualification required of a member of
that Assembly was the election of his constituents

He had been returned, not because he was the Comp-
troller of Convicts, butin spite of it He had on former
oceasions acted independently as a member of the late
Legislative Council, and 1t was his intention to con-
tinue to do so, Whenever he thought the conduct of
the Government was wise and just, they should have
his best support, but when they introduced measures
which he regarded as unwise and unjust, they should,
as on all former occasions, have his most determined
enmity. He formerly had the honour of being ap-
pointed a Railway Undertaker, 1n connection with his
present effice, and no complaints were then made of a
neglect of duty on his part, And he would challenge
this fact, that when the Commassioners_appointed to
examine into the public accounts mspected those of
lus department, they not only admitted the careful
manuer in which his were kept, but they even stepped
out of their way by stating that the management of the
whole department met with their highest approbation,
If 1t were nccessary, ho could produce many facts to
prove that the duties of his office had been efficiently
performed  For thirteen months not a prisoner had
been punished for thirteen months not a single com-
plaint had been made to a magistrate  This fact alone
was almost -without parallel in prison diciphine The
hon member for the Murray had referred to the cir-
cumstance of some prisoners having escaped some
fiffeen months ago Why, there was not anything
wonderful 1n that, when they considered the insecurity
of the Stockade at that time. Prisoners would escape,
do what they might They sometimes escaped even
from Newgate Butthe best part of the joke was, that
they escaped fiom the Stockade when he happened to
be there, So that the same might occur again at that
moment 1f he were at the place. But he did not regard
his duties as admunistrative He was not the keeper
of the prison It was not his duty to stand on a heap
of stones day and night with a pistol in his hand He
had attended to the general superintendence of the de-
partment, and might mention that he was there from 8
to 9 ¢’clock the previous night, and at 3§ o’clock that
moramg. Hon members would remember that on a
former occasion a discussion arose as to how the erimi-
nals should be employed The system he had adopted
was to make them work hard He had adopted that
prmeiple with regard to many persons at the Stoekade
who had been shopkeepers, and others not accastomed
to hard labour, and this kind of education had been
attended with the most beneficial results He had re-
cently paid into the public Treasury £500 for sums
received for stone broken at the Stockade, and mn about
a month he would be prepared to pay a simlar sum

'The hon member proceeded to give several additional
particulars respecting his duties, wecluding a statement
that he had accepted the office with a determination to
gamn a reputation, and had erected his own residence
near the Stockade at a greater cost than the whole
amount he had received of the Government He also
stated that he had expended more than £100 n form'ng
a library at the Stockade for the use of ciminals e
concluded by stating that he would resign the office of
Comptroller rather than sacrifice the :nterests of his
consuituents, as soon as the necessary arrangements
were made

Mr Praxe rose to support the motion  He was glad
to hear that the hon member for Yatala so efficiently
performed his duties, but the question before the House
should not be considered as a personal one Theoffice
of a Comptroller of Convicts required that whoever
filled 1t shuuld devote the whole of his time to the
etheient performance of its duties  He also would
support the motion on the grounds that a Government
oficer would necessarily be influenced by the Minstry.

He admtted that the hon member had a nght to take
his seat as the representative of the people, but it was
for that House to decide how far his position as such,
was compatible with the performance of his official
duties, .

Mr. Burrorp, after what they had heard, could only
regard the hon member for Yatala as the ward of the
Government It was time Parliament took a decided
step in the matter under discussion, by asserting that
heneceforth no Government officer should have a seat in
that House. If, as thehon member stated, the prisoners
regarded im as a father, if they were becommg such
lovers of literature, and were likely to become such
excellent members of society as he had represented,
there was the greater cause of regret that his time was
taken up as a member of that House If, however, his
presence at the Stockade was not necessary, the pay-
ment of his salary was a wasteful expenditure ot the
public funds. The omission of any allusion to Go-
vernment officers having seats in that House in the
Constituuon Bill, was probably an oversight, or it
might have ansen from the circumstance that 1t was
never contemplated that any such officer would become
a candidate.

The ArTorNeY-GENERAL hardly understood 1n what
way to regard the discussion The hon member for
Yatala had stated that he would resign his appoint-
rment under the Goverzment as soon as arrangements
could be made as to the appointment of his successor,
He should have thought, on that declaration, that the
motion would be withdrawa, but if, 1n spite of that
announcement, 1t vas intended to press the motion, he
would havea few words to say upon it.

Mr BurrorDp enquired whether the object was to
avert a division

The Speaker gave his impression of what the hon
member for Yatala had said as to resigning.

Mr. Hane explained that he had said, or intended to
have said, that he would resign  Seeing that the feeling
of the House was that the two duties were incompatible,
he would at oncg meet that feeling by stating that he
would resign. (%Iear, hear )

Mr. Marks moved that the House do now adjoura
(No, no) He conceived 15 the duty of every member
of that House to state his opinions on that subject
The country, he conceived, would look with anxiety
to the decision they might arnve at (Divide, divide )

Question put and carried nem con

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
Fripay, May 1.

At 1 o'clock this day, the deputation from the Legis-
lative Counul, consisting of the President, Mr Angas,
Mr Baker, and Mr Ayers, attended by Mr Singleton,
Clerk of Ccuncil, were 1eceived by His Excellency the
Governor-n-Chief at Goveinment Iouse, by appoint-
ment, to present the Address of the Council 1n reply to
His Excellency’s speech

The Presiprat read the address, and His Excellency
1ephed as follows —

Mr President and Honourable Gentlemen of the

Legislative Cotnal

I am gratified by yowr appreciation of the motives
which 1nfluenced me in proclawnming promptly the
liberal Constitution under which you have met

I also feel assured that the mature consideration
which you engage to give during ths piesent session,
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not merely to the important topics adverted to by
myself, but to all others which 1t may be your duty to
deal with, will leave results at once important and ad-
vantageous to this province.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

Fripay, May 1.

The Speaker took the chair at 1 o’clock, and several
notices of motion were giver, butno other business was
transacted

After adjoarmng the Houseti}l Tuesday, at 10’clock,
a deputation consisting of the Speaker and fifteen other
gentlemen proceeded to Government House, to present
the address 1n reply to His Excellency’s speech

The Seraxen read the address, and His Excellency
rephied as follows *—

Mr Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of As-
sembly—-

I thank you for your assurance that you will make
adequate provision for the public service,

I also feel personally gratified by the confidence
which you repose in my giving full effect to the hberal
spirit in whrch the present Constitution of this colony
has been framed, and has been subsequently confirmed
by our gracious Sovereign

I return that confidence, feeling satished that the
sxpectations and 1easonable wishes of the country will
be gratfied by the earnest zeal and enlightened spirit
with which during the present session you will discuss
the varwous important questions whch will be sub-
mitted to you

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Trespay, May 5.

The Clerk read to the Councd His Excellency’s
reply to the addiess which had been presented to him,
in answer to his speech oa the opening of Parliament,

PETITION,

Capt., HaLy presented a petition from the Chamber of
Commerce, praying that a sum of meney might be set
aside to provide for the establishment of a mazil service
with England —The President suggested that the hon,
mover should withdraw the petition, and modify that
portion of it which related to a money vote.

Petition withdrawn accordingly,

QUESTIONS,

Dr Davies asked a question in reference to the pay-
ment of Captain Sturt’s pension,—The Commssioner
of Public Works said he would endeavour to furnish the
required information at the next meeting of the Council
~—Dr Davies also asked why a duty was levied on
cornsacks and not on woolpacks He thought the dif-
ference, 1f any, should be the other way —The Com-
mussioner of Public Works said the matter concerned
the late Legislature rather than the present Govern.
ment.—Mr Baxer wished to know whether any corres-
pondence had taken place between the Governmnent of
this colony and that of Victonia in relation to emigration
—~-The Commussioner of Public Works said that a
correspondence had taken place, and that ke would
furnish fuller information respecting 1t next day —
Mr Avoas wished to be informed whéther the
Government intended to take any steps to meet the
vonsequences likely to result from the excessive 1rmi-
gration of Chinese into the Austrahan colenies, espe
cially the inequality of the sexes to which 1t was hkely
to give mse —The Commissioner of Publir Works
would give the hon, member information on the subject
tomorrow

RETURNS,

The Commissionzr of Punric Worxs laid on the
sable various retarns n reference to the Goolwa Rail-

way, the Dry Creek Extension, and other rallway
matters, the business of the Waterworks Commussion,
and the names of lessers of aboriginal reserves

The Council adjourned until 2 o’clock next day.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

Tuespay, May 5,
The SpeARFR stated that he had presented the address
in reply to the Governor-mn-Chief’s speech to which
his Excellency had given a gracious reply.

PETITION

Mr Hucres presented a petition from James Law.
rence, stating that he had been for upwards of twelve
years 1n the servige of the Government, and had sub-
scribed to the Retirement Fund, and would 1n a short
time after the date of his dismssal have been entitled
to $26 13s 4d per‘annum superannnation allowance
He prayed that his case might be taken into considera-
tion, — Petition received, read, and ordered to be
printed,

WASTE LANDS OF THE COLONY

The CommissioNER of Crown Lanps laid on the table
a Bull to regulate the sale of waste lands — Read a first
time, and the second reading made an Order of the Day
for Tuesday next.

MONTHLY MAIL COMMUNICATION.,

The Curer SECRETARY, 1n moving the second reading
of this Bull, said he had fully stated the object in moving
the first reading —Mr Reynolds said a mass of corres-
pondence had just been laid on the table He hoped
the second reading of the Bill would not be pressed until
hon. members had read that correspondence (Hear,
bear,)—The Chief Secretary would not object, 1t the
House considered a postponement desirable. (Hear,
hear.)—On the suggestion of Mr Waterhouse, he moved
that1it be an.Order of the Day for Wednesday —Agreed
to nem, con,

TONNAGE DUTIES REPEAL BILL.

IN COMMITTEE,

The Tressuren said the sccond clause had been
deferred for some alteration He moved that certa n
words be struck out that were inserted 1o mistake, and
the msertion of other words, placing 1 the hands of the
Governor power to define the distance in the stream tq
which the wharves should extend

Mr Hucenes enquired whether 1t was intended to run
the piling out furthe: than sixteen feet.

The TrEASURER said the object was, that an umiform
line should be maintained between the Prince’s Wharf
and the Queen’s Wharf,

Mr Huonzs thought that should be plainly expressed
m the Act He was disposed to take the sense of the
House on 1t, if the hon Treasurer would not consent te
msert words to that effect

The Cr1er SrcrETARY thought the object which the
hon member for the Port seemed to dewire was fully
provided for by the Act. ‘The words were “run outa
platforma wharf with open bays te a uniform hne.”

Mr Hvuemes had ascertaimed that it would cost
£30,000 to deepen the harbour in front of the North-
parade, notwithstanding the improved machinery at
the service of the Harbour Trust It was not any
doubt he had as te the Act providing for a uniform
line, but that he wished to have the 1ront extent of
the line fixed.

Mr Brvtu thought there was great force in the re-
marks of the hon member for the Port, and would, of
the Lreasurer declined to act on theiwr views, move that
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the words, **not exceeding 16 feet,” be nserted 1n the [hibiting the erection of buildings upon the land so

Act to define the distance to which the wharves should !

extend 1n the nver

Mt Mitprep thought the width of the roadway
should also be defined, as a great traffic should be pro-
vided for  He thought that there should be at least a
chain 1n wadth 1eserved for a roadway

Mr Hucurs moved, as Mr Blyth's ameddment was
not seconded, that the line between the Quéen's Wharf
ang the Prince’s Wharf be not exceeded by the pro-
posed frontages.

Mr Burrorp thought they might safely leave the
matter to the diseretion of the Exccutive,

Mr Youne thought the intention of an Act could not
be too plainly expressed For that reason he should
support the amendment of the hon member for the Port,

Mr BaBBaGe wished to hear thre clause read as at
would stand, i1f the amendment were agreed to.

Mr Duvuiron thought the amendment might be
punted, and, until ther, the consideration of 1t post
pouned

Mr Hvenes hoped the matter would not be post-
poned The question was simply whether the align-
ment of the wharfage should be kept uniform, or the
Government have an unrestricted power to extend the
frontages to any distance they pleased

Mr Hay was certain the rents would never pay the
expense of keeping the harbour deepened, and he was
afraid the proposed leases would hamper future Govern-
ments with conditions they would find 1t difficult to
perform

Mr Waternouse said the Government proposed to
make the North.parade preductive He coald not
agree with the last speaker that the deepening of the
harbour should be left fo the lesseces It could be per-
formed moie cheaplyand efficiently by the Government,
as they had an effective steam dredge and other apph-
ances, which private parties did not possess

Mr Reynorps had no 1dea that the cost of deepenmng
the harbour m front of the platform wharf would be
£30 000, If so0, he should not have given hid support
to the Bill Then théy had no certamty that the re-
turn cn that outlay would be, as stated, £7,000 per
annum, Ie thought naturé never intended Port Ade-
laide to be the port of the colony, or she would have
made 1t better. (A laugh)

The TreASUREE, 1n reply to Mr Mrlne, said 1t would
depend on the House how the £100,000, borrowed for
harbour improvements, should be expended. He could
not say how future app-opriations would be mffuenced
II))y unforeseen comvulsions of nature silting up the

ort.

Mr MiLNe wished the clause struck out altogether,

Captain Hare said it was erroneous to suppose that
Port Adelaide had silted up at all, He had no doubt
that the water frontages being delivered fourteen feet
deep at low water, the lessees would undertake to de-
hiver them up at the end of their term 1 the same
eondition  ‘Lhe Carohne was now lying mm nine-
teen feet of water, opposite the Prince’s Wharf, and
there was not a foot of deposit on the orgwal lime
Btone crust—a proof that there was no such thing as
silting up

Mr Huonrs's amendment was agreed to.

The TreAsurRER moved the msertion of words pro-

leased, except mere temporary buildings requred for
wharfage purposes.

‘Words to that effect were inserted.

Mr Lixpsay thought the principle of the Coloniza-
tion Commissioners, that the banks of all navigable
rivers should bé kept open to the public, was a good
one Our navigable waters should not, like the Thames
1n London, be built m from the public.

The Treasvrer never would belong to an Adminis.
tration that would reserve the frontages to navigable
waters. That was the greatest error the Commussioneis
ever committed (Hear, hear.) He moved thereading
of the third clause, winch was agreed to.

Mr Mizve moved that a proviso be inserted in the
Act, requiring the Government to deepen the water to?
fourteen feet, and the lessees to mantain a depth
of fourteen feet, and to deliver up therr holding 1n
that condition at the end of their term,

Mr. Basace thought that would operate injuriously,
as a person might take a frontage for the aceommoda-
tion of coasting boats, who would not require to keep
the water at a depth of fourteen feet.

Mr. Huaues said that would open up a question tos
which he thought the hon Tretsurer would himself
have referred  When he spoke of £30,000 being re-
qured to deepen the water 1n front of the wharfage
platform, he spoke 1n consequence of information which
he had recertved  The Harbour Trust had made arrange-
ments for clearmg the outer and mnner bar, and the fairway
of the harbour, bt there was some doubt as to whether
they would be able to keep the water at the depth pro-~
posed im front of the wharves He thought some special
sum should be set apart for that purpose The rents
would not meet the expense The Queen's Wharf was
¢t with a warehouse for £1,000 a-year, and the North-
parade only offered three such wharfage fronts,

The TreasuriR could not ednsent to the eost bemg;
charged to any other fund than the £100,000 borrowed'
for the improvement of Port Adelaide. He was satistied’
that 1t would be ample to meet this and the other im-
provements He was quite certain that the hon mem-
ber for the Port had over-estimated the cost of deepen-
mg the water frontages, and that 1t would not cost above
one-fourth of the amount so estimated,

Mr Hay wag not opposed to leasing the wharves, but
they should authorize the granting of leases for a suf-
ficient term., With regard to the statement of the hon,
member for the Port (Captain Hart), that the Govern—
ment could do the work cheaper than private parties,
he felt some surpnise, for he always understood that
hon. gentleman to mamntamn that works of all kinds
could be more effectually and more economically carried
out by private enterprise. (Hear, hear )

Captain HART sa1d the apparent 1nconsisfeney in his
views arose from the fact that the Government were 1n
possession at that moment of steam dredges, which
would enable them to do the work more cheaply and
better than private individuals. That did not at all
affect the general principle that raillways and other great
works were better carned out by private parties than by
Government. He confessed that he was surprised to find
hus colleague supporting the second reading of the Bill,
and afterwards introducing amendments which wene
to affect 1ts entire principle. He would say that he
never went out, of his way to support the Government,
but he was g1eatly pleased to be able to do 8o in that
case. (Heart, hear )

Mr Durrox said the lessees were to be bound to erect.
the wharves within two years, and 1t weuld be desirable
to know when the water would be deepened by the



63]

Government, as proposed ¥e could not agree with
those hon gentlemen who thought private enterprise
could effect the deepening of the water as cheaply as the
Government

The Treasvrck could not fix a time when the
deepening of the fiontages would be effected, but no
leases would be offered for sale until they weie able to
fix the time when the water would be deepened.

Mr Youno supported the nsertien of the clause pro-
posed ty Mr Milne, on the ground that 1ts provision
would afford greiter accommodation for large shipping

Mr Mrirne bniefly replied.

The proposed additional clause was then put and
negatived. The preamble was read and adopted The
House resumed, the report was brought up and adopted,
and the third reading of the Bill made an Order of the
day for the following day

The House then adjourned to the following day

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

WeDNFSDAY, MAY 6

The Comuissioner of Pusric Works laid on the
table copies of correspondence in relation to postal
communication with the mothér-country, and also
documents relative to tenders and econtracts for the
City Waterworks.,

MAIN NORTH ROAD

Dr Davirs asked the Hon the Survevor-General
where Adelaide communicated with the Mamn North
Road.—The Susveyor-General said the Mamn North
Road terminated at the Park Lands, between two sec-
tions

WESTERN AUSTRAIIAN PARSPORTS,

Dr Davies moved that should any extensive plan of
convict transportation to Western Australia be carried
into effect by the Home Government, the Mimsters be
mstructed to ntroduce asystem of passports from Wes-
tern Australia to this colony. It was their duty to
prevent, as far as possible, the arrival of any of those
worthless characters, who were constantly arnving at
Western Australa —Mr Forster seconded the motion —
Mr Baker said 1t was rather premature to act from the
fear of circumstances which might never exist He
thought 1t would be sufficient, on the arnval of a
vessel from Swan River, to compare the passengers
and crew with the hist, and ascertain 1f any other per-
sons were on board. Such other persons, if found, to
be given in custody —Captain Scott thought the pass-
port system would fail A certifieate from the proper
authorities would be far better —Dr Everard thought
they ought to guard themselves against the condi-
tional pardon men who were allowed to leave a
penal settlement and go to any country except
the mother-country. f they were not fit for
the mother-country they were not fit for this colony.
—Mr Forster suggested the withdrawal of the
motion, 1 order that at no distant day a more general
and efficient measure might be introduced. He objccted
to the system of passports, as he did not know where
1t would stop. He thought that Mr Baker’s sugges-
tion would not be of practical good It was very un-
certain whether the clearance of a vessei in Adelade
would give a correct hist of the arrival of 1ts passengers
4t Melbourne Still, 1t was highly important to pre-
vent the influx of convicts, and he did hope that some
remonstrance would go to the Home Government
agamnst sending out any econvicts to Australla.—
Captain Bagot considered the passport system an
mdication of a tyrannical Goversment under the
most favourable circumstances The only way he knew
of to prevent the influx of ticket-of-leave men comning
hers was an understanding between the two Govern-
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ments of this colony and Swan River, so that defimite
mformation might be received here of all the conviets
wvho left Swan River. The police would then have
therr eye on them from the momen¢t of their arnval,
He hoped the present motion would be withdrawn —
Mr Younghusband thought the measure would meet
with but Little favour in 1ts present shape —Captamn
Hall thought the system of passports would fail of tke
object 1n view  He also constdered that the system of
inspecting ships would not answer the purpose —Mr
Ayers suggested the reintroduction of an Act with
reference to the subject which was passed 1n 18562 —Dr
Davies said that, as 1t appeared to be the wish of the
House, although members agreed with the spirtt of hs
motion, he would ask leave to withdraw 1t —Withdrawn
accordingly

IMMIGRATION FUNDS,

Mr Avers moved that there be laid on the table of
this House a return shewing what amount of money
remained 1n the hands of the Agent-General at the dis-
posal of the Emigration Commis~ioners at the date of
the last advices recerved from him, and what instruc-
tions had been given by this Government with respect
to the employment of such amount In introducing
this important subject he would make a few remarks,
chiefly for the purpose of ehciting the opimons of hon
members He thought that the subject of immigration,
as 1t had been conducted recently had a bright side as
well as a gloomy one It was undoubtedly an evil that
many persons who had been brought out by the immu-
gration Fund of this colony had gone at once to Mel-
bourne But 1t must berecollected, on the other hand,
the same mnducemerts to proceed to Vietonia would not
exist in future The Legiislature would also have an
agent responsible to themselves, and might expect tn
have a better class of immigrants selected On behalf
of the interests with which he was connected, he thanked
the Government for the promptitude with which they
had attended to the recommendations of the Companies
interested 1n the importation of mining labourers He
would state some facts 1n connection with the muining
immigration of the last few years, which would show
that even 1 the worst view of the case enough benefit
was gamed to compensate for the expenditure which
had been incurred The average number of miners
introduced into South Austraha dunng the last three
years was 400, and allowing that each man and his
famly were equal to three statute adults, they would
have cost together £40, making a gross cost for mining
immigration of £19,000. Admitting that one-half of
that number had gone away, (which, however, was
above the truth), during the year they had been im-
ported, the loss to the colony would be £8,000 Against
thig loss should be placed the aggregate result of the
labours of these 400 men, which yielded as an item of
export ores and metals to the value of £400,000 an-
nually It was perfectly clear, then, that the sums of
money expended on the introduction of this amount
of mining immgration was not lost to the colony, but
on the contrary, produced a result fully adequate to
the cost, even after allowing for all the losses spoken
of. Tt was the same in reference to agriculture, to
domestic labourers, and to mming proprietors generally.
A necessity existed for mawtamning :immigration, for the
beneflt of all of them, and they would all remunerate
the colony for 1ts outlay i providing them with labour.
The expenditure of persons connected with the mining
interest was at least £1,000 per day, and that would
soon cease 1f the supply of labour were not kept up.
In a place like this, where labourers so soon became
employers, 1t wag necessary to keep up a full and re-
gular supply of labour, unless the advantages offered
here by the soil and climate of the country were to be
sacnificed.,

Mr. MorrHETT geconded the motion, believing that
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the information sought for would be of great value in
the discussion of this very important subject.

The Covvisstoncr of Pusric Works said the posi-
tion of the Government was very different in relation
to the funds remaining 1n the hands of the Agent-Ge-
neral for ermgration purposes to that in relation to all
other colomal meneys At the last advices from the
Emgration Commuissioners the gross sum 1in therr
hands was £80,154 ‘Lhe use which might be made of
this balance was learned from the stitement of the
Commusstoners, that, after dispatching the Royal Al-
bert, a sum of £43,000 would remain in their hands,
which would suffice to dispatch ten or eleven vessels,
making one vessel per month until February, 1858
He would lay before the House two documents con-
taining wformation on the subject of i1mmigration,
which he would presently move should be read. The
first contained the mformation he had just given  The
second paper had reference to the emigration of single
females, and the propriety of relaxing the stringency
of the regulations 1n regird to persons nominated by
residents wn the colony.

Mr. Angas showed that the restrictions were not yet
relaxed in favour of individuals nominated for free
passages ‘There was a great deficiency of shepherds
and agricultural labourers mn the colony generally, and
he feared that unless some alterations were made 1n
the system, the deficiency would not be supplied by the
persons expected in the dozen ships yet to come Many
ymmgrants came here at the expense of the colony,
bringing two or three hundred pounds 1n their pockets,
and ostensibly using this colony only as a means of
getting a free passage to Melbourne. He could not see
how the Government could say that no means counld be
devised to meet this ewal, as the Geimans were pro-
poundmg a plan which would accomplish the purpose,
‘I'he Victortans were wise in their way, and did contrive
to draw off our population, both by sea and land He
hoped the hon gentleman wko had mooted the subject
would bring lus powerful mind to bear upon 1t, a-d
secure the contrivance of some scheme that would effec-
tually counteract this evil.

Captain Hair agreed with most of the remarks
which had fallen from the last speaker, but did not
eoncur with him as to the benefit of any compulsory
means of keeping labourers here  They would never
keep labouring men here unless they gave wages as
good as those given in the neighbouring colonies
(Hear )

Mr. Baxer said the discussion had taken a wider
turn than was 1indicated by the notice of motion But
as the general topic of 1mmugration would come under
constderation afterwards, 1t ‘was not necessary to go
into 1t fully then. He thought they were not re.
duced to the necessity of suspending immigration
because the system was bad. They could amend
the system, and 1t was necessary above everything
to keep up the stream Jf immigration. The Go-
vernment had formerly shown thewr appreciation of
this necessity by proposing to build a Lunatic Asylum
—a proposal whith would probably have soon, made
itself necessary, by reducing them all t> the posi-
tion of requiring residence in an asylum (A laugh)
In reference to the price of labour, he must say that he
believed the rate of wages was as good here as 1n any of
the neighbouring colonies A man must be msane who
would leave regular work here at current rates for any-
thing he could obtain in Melbourne or at the gold-
fields (Hear) The object of continuing immigration
was not to reduce the rate of wages, but to maintain
the supply of labour. There was a great scarcity of
labour 1n the agricultural districts, aud the present
exports of the colony would not be mantamed if the
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supply of labour were not kept up, or even increased,
He hoped that instead of one ship a month, they would
soon have two ships a month, The immigrants from
the Highlands had proved the best clase of labourers
ever mtroduced here for pastoral purposes He had
had many of them under his eye, and knew that they
seldom or never left for the neighbouring colonies, as,
when they got profitable employment, i1t was a long
time before they allowed others to unsettle them,

The motion was carried, and the Commissioner of
Pubhie Works laid on the table the returns asked for,
which were read and ordered to be printed.

POWDER MAGAZINE, LEFEVRE'S PENINSULA

Mr Younghusband asked the Commissioner of Public
Works whether any and what answer had beenreturned
by the Government to the memonal of the mhabitants
of Lefevre's Peninsula, respecting the great danger to
life and property, ansing from the proximity of the
powder magazine to thewr residences —The Commis-
sioner of Public Works said the memoral sent :n to
the Government, and referred to by the Hon. Mr.
Younghusband, was dated the 6th Aprl. It had been
forwarded by the Government to the Trinity Board on
the 9th, had been returned by them, and was under the
constderation of the Government The subject would
not be neglected The powder magazine was strictly
under the control of the Trinity Board, although the
Government was, of course, responsible for its satety.

IMMIGRATION CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr Baxeg, pursuant to notice, asked the hon mem-
ber representing the Government 1f any further cor-
respondence had taken place between this Government
and the Government of Victona on the subject of
immigration , and, 1f so, 1f he would lay such corres-
pondence on the table of this House, and give such
information as 1t may be in his power to afford upon
the subject of immagration, and the course the Govern-
ment ntend to pursue with regard thereto —The Com.
missioner of Public Works said further correspondence
had taken place which he would lay on the table,~The
question withdrawn.

CHINFSE IMMIGRANTS.

Captain Bagot asked the Commssioner of Public
Works, 1f any correspondence had taken place between
this Government and that of Victona relative to the
passage of Chinese 1mmigrants through this provinde
into Victoris, by which an existing law, of that pro
vince was evaded , and 1f there had, that 1t might be
laid on the table of this House He had been induced
to ask that question because of the stringent regulations
1 force in Victoria in reference to the importation of
Chinese at the seaports of the colony It would pro-
bably be thought night that simlar restrictions should
be imposed upon Chmese entering at other ports —The
:Commissioner of Public Works said a correspondence
had taken place between the two Governments, ansing
out of the facts that the Victorian Governmens had
observed the inducements offered to Chinese immgrants
to proceeed 10 VYictoria up the Murray. He laid the
correspondence on the table, and moved that it he
printed.—Motién seconded and carned. .

Ajourned till next day.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

‘Wepxespay, MAy 6,
EXPLORING EXPEDITION.

Mr, Kricuavurr asked the Commuissioner of Crown
Lands of 1t was true that Mr Hack had been appointed
as leader of the exploring party to the north-west, and
whether he would have the selection of the men who

were to accompany him,—The Commissioner of Crown

3
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Landssaid it 'wds cotredt that Mr, Hack kiad becn ap-
pointed on the expedition The men whe were to ac-
company him would be selected by himself, subject to
the approval of the Goverrfmént. Arrangements
would be made for sending out a person conipetert to
make a map Jof the country through which the expedi-
tion passed.
ONKAPARINGA TRAMWAY.

Mr Mildred moved the House 1ito Committée for an
address to his Excellency the Governor-in-Chief, for
extending the tramway across the Onkaparinga River
from the tramway upon Section 740 to dection 319 —
‘T he Treasurer said there was nv disposition on the part
of the Government to oppose the mdtion, but he put
it to the hor member whether 1t would not be antici-
prting the arrangements ¢f the Government by intro-
ducing 1t at that time —Mr Mildred withdrew thé
motion, with the understanding that he would agan
mtroduce 1t when the Supplementary Estimates wele
prepared.

MARRIAGE LAW,

Mr. Bagot moved for leave to bring 1n a Bill to
amend the Law of Marnage in this province This
nieasure was exactly the same as that proposed last
session, namely, a Billto render valid the marnage with
a deceased wife’s sister  He need not go into argu-
ments on the subject. With many other legal gentle.
men, he was of opmion that there was no law sgainst
such marnages at present, still, many persons were 1
doubt on the subject, and therefore he thought 1t was
necessary to set the matter at rest by legal enactment
Many persons had contracted such marriages as those
yeferred to, and the doubt about the state of the law
was the cause of great uneasiness, He did not intend
to disturb the marriage law in other respects, though
he thonght much amendment was required —Mr Bur-
ford seconded the mouon He hoped, however, that
the marriage law would be fully gone into.—Mr Bagot
said the Bill was for a defimite object, and he hoped 1t
would not be encumbered with anything else, but 1f
a Bill of a more extended nature were brought n, he
wou'd support 1t —Motion put and carried, Bill read
a first time ; second reading fixed for that day forsmght

ELECTORAL EXTPENSES,

The Chief Secretary stated, 1n answer to Mr Mikdred,
that al! amounts due to Returming Officers had not been
paid, because they were not yet all received  Of those
gent 10 some had been paid, but others had not been,
because some of the bils included expenses which
could not be settled without careful examination
Almost every Returming Officer had made a different
charge for services rendered , some being double and
treble that of others  'This produced great trouble, and
hence the cause of delay which resulted Every Bilr
had to be considered mn detail, and therefore the whole
of them had been laid before a Board, who had reported
very recently upon their labonr, and the Bills would
-soon be paid.

THE ESTIMATES,

Mr Mildred rose to move that the Hdu<e do consider
whether the Estimates of 1857 should be disposed of as
passed Ils object, in moving this question, was, to
call attention to the fact, that several officers of the
Government were paud out of the Civil List, who were
provided for by the Estimates. He had since been n.
formed, however, that he was under a misspprehension,
and he would therefore withdraw the mution —The
Chief Seeretary said he might as well remark, that the
officers provided for, both on the Civil List and on the
Estimates, could only draw their salanes from the first
source, as the Constitution, in that respect, aver-rode
the Estimates,—Motion withdrawn.

STEAM POSTAL COMMUNICATION,

. The Curer SECRETARY moved the second Teading of
A
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the Monthly Postal Communication Bill  He had
already explained that the object of this Bill was to
enable the Government to enter into contracts for the
carrying out of the plan at present in force for the con-
veydnce of the English mails  The great difference of
this Bill from that of last session, was, that 1t proposed
to enter mto a contract for a period of only twelve
months, For lumself, he would not object to a
lengthened contract, but as there would, no doubt, be
objections advanced against that, the Government did
not propose 1t. It was well understood that at present
the overland mails arrived from the pont of departure
at Melbourne, whence they had to be carned to the
other colonies, except 8ydney, by branch steamers

The Home Government had arranged for the payment
to the Company of £185,000, one-half of the sum to be
provided by those Austrahan colonies which received
dircet postal communtcation, in the proportion of the
number of letters transmitted by the Companv's
steamers The other half of the subsidy was pad by
the Home Government  The branch service was to be
borne by the several colonies to which the mails were
subsequently transmitted He estimated the cost of
the contract to this Government at £10,000, For fhis
we should have the benefit of being partakers in the
advantages of the entire scheme—a scheme which
offered speed and cheapness not to be equalled by any
other plan At the present moment our letters were
carried at haphazard, the only cest being the payment
of a part of the ocean postage to the Enghsh Govern-
ment By that plan, the colony gained a tnfls mn the
shape of profit, but 1t was nothing comwrpared with the
disadvantages of having our letters tossed abour and
delayed whilst waiting for a vessel to carry them 1f
we adopted this plan, all the sea-pos ag: would be re-
ceived by the colony, and would amount to £3,777,
which, deducted from the subsidy of £10,000, would
leave the actual cost of the service to this colony at
£6,222, and, for this, we should get our letters
transmitted from England 1n hfty days. If we did
not enter into this scheme, we should have to pat up
with our present mconveniences, and very hikely have
to support a branch service of our own, which would
bring up our postal expenditure to near about what
1t would be under the contract which he now pro-
posed.

Tbe Comsissroner of Crown Lanps seconded the
motion for the second reading of the Bill,

Mr Reynonps would not oppose it at its second
reading, but stated his intention of opposing that part
of 1t which made the colony dependent on Victor:a for
the transmission of the Enghish mails The hoh the
Treasurer had lately wisited Victoria, and had taken
great interest in securing for this colony the regular
transmission of the mails  But he (Mr Reynolds) con-
tended that the Victoran Government had no autho-
11ty to xefuse to transmit them by the Company's
steamers, and 1n proof of this referred to a letter from
Mr Rowland Hill, Secretary te the Postmaster-General
of England, specifying the terms upon which the Aus-
trahian colonies would be expected to accept the pro-
posals for subsidizing the Company’s steamers He
could not understand how the hon the Chief Secretary
could show that the additional cost to the colony i
jowning in the existing arrangements would be only
about £7,000. His own estimate was, that it would
not be'less than £17,000, and this, too, for the purpose
of having thewr mails carried past their own door, He
thought they had better pay a larger sum for direct
steam communication, Ie approved of a suggestion
made by the Chamber of Commerce for a vote of
£24,000 to secure direct steam coummunication with
England. Iftheyagreed to the scheme of the Govern-

ment, the colony would be looked upon in England as
some dependency of Victoris, mstead of &n mdeptndent
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colony. He would not, as some hon members had
suggested to him, move that the Bill be read that day
s1x months, but wow.d oppose that portion of it to
which he had referred when the House was mn Com-
mittee,

Mr Bryru said this was the third time the subject
had been before the Council e did not agree with
the hon member for the Sturt as to the propriety of
voung for the second reading of the Bill, because that
would pledge the House ta its principle He gave the
hon. the Treasurer credit for good intentions 1n regard
to thesteps taken by him, whenin Victona, for securing
the transmussion of our mails to England But he
thought the hon member would have dune better if he
had not interfered at all in the matter. 'The whole of
the subject was, as stated by the hon member for the
Sturt, resolvable 1nto the question as to whether they
should be regarded as an offshoot of Victona, or as an
independent colony. e denied the right of the Vic-
torian Government to refuse to transmit the mails of
this colony to England They were only one party in
the general contract, and the Western Australian Go.
vernment, or the authorities at Point de Galle, had as
great a rnight to refuse to transmit the Victorian mail
to England as Victoria had to make such a refusal with
respect to the South Australian mail, He supposed
the Bill was intended to redeem the pledge made by
the hon the Treasurer to pay to the Victorian Govern-
ment the amount of the subsidy due from this eolony
If this was a correct view, he regarded 1t as aninfringe-
ment of the rights of that House. They might as well
pass a Bill handing over the whole of the revenue to
the Government, Thehon member proceeded to state
that an agent had lately beenin Sydney on behalf of
the Royal Mail Steam-Packet Company, offering to
convey the English mails to Sydney in fifty days for
£50,000 He also referred to the probabulity of our
obtaining a more economical means of mail communi-
cation by way of the Maurtius, and concluded by
arguing that 1t would be impolitic to make any arrange-
ments for subsidizing the present line of stegmers.

Mr WarerEOUSE would oppose the second reading,
because 1t would bind the Counzil tq the principle of
the Bill In preference to moving that 1t be read that
day six months, he thought the previous question
should be moved, so that the Government might have
an opportunity of bringing 1n the Bill in a modified
form, Ie concurred in the proposals suggested by the
Chamber of Commerce for subsidizing a line of
steamers, with a guarantee that they should make this
colony the first and last port of arrival and departure,
and recommended that no further steps should be taken
till the views of the Home Government had been ascer-
tamned.

The Tressurrr sard the Chamber of Commerce, and
their proceedings 1n connection with the Murray trade
and postal communication, had been referred to. But
all the statemanship and talent of the colony was not
confined to those engaged n commercial pursuits
There were those in that House who were connected
with agriculture and the other interests of the colony
of equal intelligence with those engaged mn commercial
pursuits At any rate that House had not come to
a decision on the questions to which he had 1eferred
without waiting for all the facts to be placed before
them With regard to the assumption of the Chamber
of Commerce of the superior statemanship of those
wholly engaged as merchants, he might say, that, so far
as his'experience went, very few great statesmen had
ever come from the ranks of merchunts, or from among
those who dealt in wronmongery and groceries. In fact
pursuits of that kind had a tendency to narrow the
views by leading to the consideration of every question
as a matt.r of pounds, ehillings, and pence. Allusion

had beeén made to the conduet of the Victorian Govern-
ment with respect to the Bouth Australian mals, and
as he happencd to be in Victoria at the tume, the subject
was brought under his notice by several gentlemen
connected with South Australia. That induced him to
mterfere as he had done in the matter, in order to
ensure the transmission of the matl  He pledged him-
self to bring 1n a Bill to authorise the payment of a pro-
portien of the subsidy <He had stated his belief that
he should have acted gn unworthy and deceitful

art had he made such a representation without believ-
ing inats truth, The Victorian Government had shown,
a want of courtesy, and there the wrong entded. He
agreed with hon members that 1t was desirable for the
mail steamers to touch here, but he dented that they
had any right to ayail themselves of postal arrange-
ments which they had not paid for Torepudiats a
transaction and at the same time to take the gopds, might
be mercantile, but 1t was not statesmanlike (A laugh )
Thw letter of Mr Rowland Hill had not been ¢oye
rectly interpreted by the hon member who had allyded,
to1t The estimated costs to the colony 1n referenceto
the subsidy, as stated by the hon the Chiel Secretary,
were correct But supposee the calculations of the
Chamber of Commerce with regard to the terms on
which direct steam communication from England could
be relied on, that would still be paying a larger sum
for obtamning a smaller amount of benefit It would be
paying £24 000 a year to_obtan their_mails from Eng.
land ten days beyond the time now occupied by the
Australian mail service.  They would have to pay four
times the amount to get their letters ten days later.
The delay might not be of mych copsequence, but
£24,000 was no tnfle. e hoped that the non-com-
mercial portion of the commumity would pardon him
for not falling 1n with such a proposition But he woyld
say that the £24,000 would not be sufficient to greasa
the machmery of a mail steam fleet, No one could
more sincerely desire than he did to make South Aus-
tralia the port of arnival and departure, but 1t should
be remembered that the measure before the House wag
only a temporary measure, 1t being proposed that it
should exist for twelve months only (No, no) Well,
he was certain such was the intention, although thera
was, he believed, & misprint in the copy of the Bill laxd
before the House, He trusted the House would, by
passing the measure naow before 1t, give the Government
tume to negotiate for more favourabie terms,

Mr Sucprey thought the Bill before the House,
calculated to secure a rapid delivery of the mails with
economy. It would be useless for them to take an n-
dependent stand aganst the Victorian Government
As to the right of that colony to dictate to South Aus.
tralia, they might have their own opinions, (Hear,
hear) DBut taking a businesshke view of the matter,
he thought they should not seek to gain an indirect
advantage from a scheme supported by the other co.
lonzes.

Mr Praxe would support the Bill, and was for nego-
tiating, 1 the time gamed, for better terms. The
House could not do better, and he thought they should
be careful 1n speaking of statemanship until they had
exhibited that quality,

Mr HvanEes opposed the Bill for the reasons advanced
on the same subject i former sessions of the Legislu.
ture It was said that this Aet was only to be 1n force
for twelve monthe, but if they were to become parties
to the contract they must remember that the contract
was for five years (Hear, hear ) He thought they
should be quite certain whether they were entitled to
have their letters brought by the steamers before they ar.
ranged for a branch service. An Act was 1n existencg,
which provided for the delivery of their mails at Kan-
garoo Island, and he thought they should take no action

Tt~ Ay S
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an the matter until they saw what effect the Home Go-
vernment would give to theiwr refusal to assent to the
existing contraet,

Captain Hart 8a.d the Bill before the House had
nothing to do with the recommendations of the
Chamber of Commerce, He did not wish to throw the
present measure out for the session, and would conse-
quently move the previrus question  (Hear, hear,)
He had lately been at Melbourne, and could state that
the captan of the Havilah had great difficalty m send-
ing the mails by the European, Captain Parhtt refusing
to give aleceipt for them To show the unfairness of
the present system, 1t was only necessary to refer to the
penalties for the non-dehvery of the mals m fifty-four
days at Melbourne If they had to wait, on an
average, 51x days beyond the time, 1t weuld amount 1n
penalties to £25,200 It was not fair to expect them
to pay at the same rate for a delivery 1n sixty days that
Melbourne paid for dehivery in fifty-four days If
that was wnsisted on, at least they should have an equal
proportion of the penalties. There was great 1gnorance
on this subject in Melbourne  They supposed that the
Enghsh portion of the subsidy was pad solely in refer-
ence to Melbourne letters, forgetting that a large pro-
portion was paid by persons terested in South Aus-
tralia, It seemed to be forgotten that there was an
elternative, they could either pay the original postage
or join in the contract. It was, hawever, evident that
if Victonia had made arrangements without consulting
the wishes of the people of South Australia, they were
bound to forward all letters by the best means on

subsidy paid by Melbourne was £70,000 out of £90,000,
and that entitled them to the first delivery of the maul.
Notwithstanding all the pomposity assumed by the
opposers of the Bill, he saw nothing better, and would
support it. (Hear, hear)

The Cowwisstener of Crown Lanps thought they
should either fall into the exisuing arrangement or say
they would not The Victonan Government might
agamn refuse thair mails, and all they could do would
be to appeal to the Home Government, which might,
after all, say Victoria was right.

Dr Wark sard the hmtation to twelve months had
altered his feehng greatly with regard to the Bill He
would, however, support the motion of the hon mem-
ber for the Port, not with any view to embarrass
the Government, however, but only to give tume for
the introduction of a better Bill. The Bill had been
most loosely worded, and was quite a disgrace to the
Government, They should make every enactment as full
and as concise as possible. (Hear, hear) It was
known that Judge Boothby had published a long dis-
sertation on the question, and had brought the time for
the delivery of letters to forty-four days By the Mau-
ritius pavers, he saw that they could have theiwr letters
w forty-six days.

Mr Kricuaurr did not see how the contract eould be
accepted for one year when its term was for five years.
He thought, therefore, the better plan was to warwt for
an answer from the Home Government, and for that

charging the usual postage, the Home Government on | reason he would vote for the previous guestion,

that conditien paying part of the expense of the mail
conveyance. Upon that pont alone they should refuse

to adopt the Bill. The hon Treasurer had said that'

The ArrorNeY-GENERAL said that 1f 1t was optional
for any colony to fall in with the scheme or not, 1t was

the £24,000 subsidy would not be sufficient, but he ' optional with any colony to fall in with 1t for such term

(Captain Hart) would point to the fact that there was
8 line of communjcation to Melbouine now without
any subsidy, and 1n 8 few years there would be other
lines, and he hoped one or two to South Australla A
commission should be sent to Victona to arrange not
only that question, but others of an intercolomial
character. For the reasons he had given he moved the
previous question,

Mr BasBacs seconded the motion of the hon. mem-
ber for the Port (Captamn Hart), as he was mn favour of
direct commumecation ; and he thought they were en-
titled to have their letters sent by steam until they had
completed their negotiations with the Home Govern-
ment e referred to the Treasury minute, and argued
that the intention of the Home Government was to
send thewr letters by the steam mail ships until some-
thing defimte wes arrived at.  One greatreason for de-
laymg the Bill was to gain time for the answer of the
Home Government Another reason was that the
amount to be pard would depend on the number of
letters sent, They should have information as to the
number of letters sent from Victornia and New South
Wales The Chief Secretary had estimated their pro-
portion at £10,000 per annum , the Treasurer estimated
it at £10,000, and the hon member for the Sturt at
$£12,000. If a little time were allowed, they might
have something more than mere estimates. It was
because he wished for facts that he supported the wo-
tion for delay,

Mr Mazrgs would gladly have supported any better
scheme than that submitted by the Government It
had beensaid the Victorian Government dared not refuse
to forward our mails , but they had done so, and might
actso again, (Hear, hear ) He had taken the scheme of
the Chamber of Commaerce into consideration, and, 1t was
obrvious, that, by adopting 1t, after costing £24,000, they
wnould not make the vovage under the most favourable
& reum-stancesin lees than 66 days Theprcportion of the

as they pleased. (No, no)} He maintained that there
was no difficulty in therr domng so for such a
period as would enable them to make, 1f possible, better
arrangements. He should be surprised to hear 1t said,
that they could not say to the Home Government, this
arrangement was made without our eonsent, and we
only fall 1n with1t so far as 18 convement to ourselves.
The Government felt that there was no middle course.
As the hon member for the Burra had well remarked,
no better plan had been submitted, No other Bill,
differing in prineiple could be mtroduced by the Go-
vernment, but any modification, not affecting the prin.
ciple, could be effected in Cowrmuttee e believed the
House to be fully in possession of all the bearings of
the case, and he would only further refer the chargecf a
breach of statesmanship The hon. member for East
Torrens (Mr Waterhouse) had made “that charge
against the Ministry, and he had based 1t upon the fact
that in the correspondence with the Government of
Victoria on this subject, they had actually told the
truth  (Laughter) He was quite gontent to bear hus
share of any accusation made upon similar grounds,

Mr Hay agreed in the propriety of sending a eom-
mission to Victoria, and felt convinced, if the Bill was
only required for twelve months, thatit was not wanted
at all.

Mr Dorrrerd had only within the last half hour
made up his mind as to how he would vote He read
the contract 1n a plain common-sense way, and from 1t
he was convinced that had Captain Parfitt refused theiwr
mails, he would have done so at his peri], and to the
loss of his Company. As they expected the answer of
the Home Government in a short time, and as there
would be ample time during the session to deal with the
subject, he Would support the motion for the previous
question

Mr Durron would support the Bill, although he
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greatly feared that would not saveit Had 1t been pro-
gosed to pledge the colony to the contract for five years,

e would have opposed 1t, as 1t was, he thought 1t but
fair to give Ministers a chance to carry out the mail
service for a year, during which they might possibly
make better arrangements. He thought to deny Miis-
ters that opportunity would be very like a vote of want
of confidence.

Captan Hart disclalmed any such intention in
moving the previous question.

Mr Dyurron felt, notwithstanding, that it would be so
regarded out of doors He did not think the steamers
bound to carry thewr mails, whether they supported the
subsidy or not It should be remembered that the
Victorian Government not only gave thewr proportion at
once, and cheerfully, but even undertook to make up
any defictency that might anse  He felt that 1t would
be the more dignified course to make such arrangements
a8 would meet the present necessities of the case, and
urge all the reasons they could on the Home Govern-
ment to show that they were entitled to better terms
than the contract contemplated,

Mr BurrorD was sorry to hear the allusions that had
been made to the Government, implying that they were
so unsafe 1n their scats that a breath would blow them
over. He would at all times be glad to vote with the
Maimistry, and would only oppose tgem when he thought
them wrong. He certanly felt very indignant towards
the Victorian Government for 1ts unjustifiable conduct
towards the colony There was no prnide more con-
temptible than purse pride That was the feeling
manifested by their more powerful and wealthy neigh-
bours. But he hored this colony would continue to
maintan her self-respect, and show in a dignified man-
ner, that she was not to be influenced by the threats of
the more powerful but less respectable colony of
Victona,

Mr Bagor thought the question had been teo much
eonsidered as one affecting only the mercantile interest. |
He regarded 1t as an agricultural question, because the |
agriculturists would have more to pay towards the pro- l
posed subsidy than the mercantile commumty. Hehad .
the honor of representing one of the largest agticultural
districts in the colony, and he would engage to say that
nine-tenths of his constituents would be opposed 1o any
sum of money being voted foi subsidising steamers not
calling here He could not understand how a contract |
could Le entered into with the Victorian Government [
for one year, whilst the arrangement with the Company !
wag for five years. He hoped the Government would |
withdraw the Bill rather than suffer themselves to be
defeated (“ No, no” by the Treasurer ) Well, he dud |
not expect the Government to take his adzice He!
never did  (Laughter ) He could not understand the [
explanation made by the Government as to the omission
of any allusion in the Bill to the specific term of one .
year, as the time during which the contract was to be
made, because he observed in the latter part of the
clause the term ‘“annual expenditure.”” (Hear, hear ) |

i

The Curnrr SecreTAry said there never had been a
question more forcibly put than that had been oa that
side of the House He thought the hon members who |
proposed the previous question were themselves afrard |
of losing their credit with the country (“No,no”
The Government could not bringin any other Bill than
that before the House, for they knew of no other
practicable scheme which could be introduced. The,
proposal to pay £24,000 for a direct line of steamers,
which hon members had referred to as superior to the
proposal of the Government, was in reality a recom-
mendation to pay a much larger sum than that which
the Government proposed, 1n order to obtain s less
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speedy communication with England, He did not
intend to withdraw the Bill, as had been suggested, but
would abide the decision of the House.,

The House then divided on the motion for the second
reading with the following result ;——

AYES, 14 NoEs, 16,

The Attorney-General My. Hughes
The Treasurer Mr Hay
Commmussioner of Crown Mr Blyth

Lands Mr Waterhouse
Mr" Leake Mr. Harvey
Mr Dutton Dr. Wark
Mr Mildred Mr Duffield
Mr Smedley Mr Babbage
Mr Marks Mr Burford !
Mr Milne Mr. Bagot
Mr Peake Mr. Young
Mr. Dawes Mr. Cole
Mr Dunn Mr. Lindsay

Mr Hallett

Mr Krichauff
Chief Secretary (Teller)

Mr. Reynelds
Capt Hart (Teller)

Majonty for the previous question, and against the
second reading, 2.

ELECTORAL LAW,

The Chief Secretary stated in answer to Mr Bagot,
that 1n any new Bill introduced on this subject, the
retention of voters’ names on the electoral roll when
there was no contest, would be provided for.

ACCOUNTS COMMISSION,

The Treasurer sad, 1n reply to Mr Babbage, that
two-thirds of the proposals of the Pubhe Accounts
Commuttee had been adopted.

STANDING ORDLRS COMMITTEE.

The Speaker, the Chief Secretary, the Attorney-
Geneial, and Messrs, Bagot and Dntton were apponted
a Committee to prepare standing orders.

TONNAGE DUTIES REPEAL BILL

Read a third time and passed.
Adjourned till 1 o’clock next day,

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
TrurspAY, MaY 7,
DIRECT POSTAL COMMUNICATION,

Captain Hal' presented a petition from the Chamber
of Commerce, praying the Council to taks the question
of direct communication with England into considera-
tion ~—Recerved, read, and ordered to be printed.

VICTOBR HARBOUR.

Mr Angas rose to correct a statement he had made
on a previous day in reference to the loss of three ves-
sels m Encounter Bay. He had been misinformed as
to the precise spot at which the wrecks occurred.

THE MARRIAGE LAW,

Mr Baker rose to ask the Commssioner of Public
Works what steps had been taken by the Government
in accordance with the address presented by the late
Council to his Excellency the Governor-mn-Chief on
the 11th December, 1856, and replied to on the same
day, requesting him to institute an official investigation
into the eircumstances of the marnage of Ehjah Thomas
and Mary Ann Maggs, and of John Finnis and Mary
Ann Russell, both of which were solemnized by the Rev,
James Pollit, with a view of ascertaining whether the
laws of the colony have been violated, and, 1t so, that
this Excellency will cause the necessary steps to be
taken to bring the parties to justice If no laws arg
in force applyicg to marriages affecting public decency
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and morahty—such as marnages incestuous and of
prisoners of the Crown and lunatics—that his Excel-
lency will cause a Bill for amending the Law of Mar-
riage 1 these respects to be brought im.—The Commis-
sioner of Public Works said the subject was under the
consideration of the law officers ot the: Crown, and
would not be lost sight of.
Adjournted tul Fuesday rext

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

TrursDAY, MaY 7.
POSTAL COMMUNICATION, .

The Chief Seécretary said, in answer to Mr Babbage,
that all the despatches en the subject of the postal
question had been laid on the table, as far as he was
aware,

NATURALIZED FOREIGNERS

Mr Krichauff moved for a return showing the
number of foreigners naturalized within the province
from the 28th July, 1846, to date; exhibiting also the
total number in the different years, and the sum
recewved 1nto the Treasury as fees of naturalization.
His opinton was, that the present large fee of £3
retarded persons from taking eut their letters of
naturalization, and, therefore, a great number were
holding land in the names of other persons. The
Government should not seek a revenue from this
gource, but merely what would cover expenses,—Mr
Mildred seconded —Motion put and carried.

MAIN ROAD3.

Mr. Knchauff moved for a return showing what.
smount of the votes for the survey of main lines of!
road had been spent, also exlibiting Yow many miles
of the different roads bad been surveyed already, how
many miles were yet undefined, and between what
Tocalittes Not more than £105 out of a vote of three
or four thousand for this object had, he believed, been
spent, and there was great necessity for a continuance
of the survey.—Mr. Bonney seconded He -believed
the money spent on this object had been very much
wasted.—Mouon carried,

GLENELG JETTY

Mr Hallett put a question to the Chief Secretary as
to the sccunity of the materials for the Glenelg Jetty
now lying on the beach at Holdfast Bay, and asked
whether 1t 15 the intention of the Government that this
work shall be proceeded with so soon as the necessary
sum for such purpose could be provided for, He asked
the question because 1t was understood that a part of
thé Jetty had been lost at sea,—The Chief Secretary
said the Government did notintend to proceed m the
matter until moved to do so by the Legislature, because
the money voted had already been more than exceeded °
The Government, however, would submit the question
to the House as early as possible, because the materials
were being damaged by Iying on the beach 7he lost
portion of the Jetty was to be replaced by an arrival
shortly expected from England.

GRAND JURY,

Mr Hallett asked the Chief Secretary if it was the
mtention of the Government n the contemplated re-
form of the law, to provide for the re-institution of the
Grand Jury.—The Chief Secretary said the Govern-
inent did not 1ntend in thewr measure for Law Reform
to touch upon the matter

MESSAGES TO THE UPPER ROTUSE.

The Treasurer drew attention to the necessity for the
adoption of some rule for sending messages to the
Upper House. In England the Chairman of Com-
mutees did the duty, but, as the Chairman here was
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also their Speaker, he would suggest that the Clerk of
the House of Assembly should convey messages Xe
would also now mose that the Clerk proceed to mnform
the Upper House that a Bill for repealing the tonnage
duties had been passed, and requesung therr concur-
rence 10 the measure —1he Chief Secretary seconded
the motion, which was put and casried,

Adjeurned till one o’clock next day.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

Fripax, Max 8,

The Speaker said he bad instructed the Clerk of the
House to keep a record of the attendance of each mem-
ber at the sittings of the Assembly,

VACANCY IN BAROSSA,

The Attorney-General moved for 2 new wnt for
Barossa, vacant by the decision of the Court for the
Trial of Disputed Returns, with regard to Horace
Dean.—Agreed to.

MINISTERIAL POLICY,

In answer to a question from Mr Peake, the Chief
Secretary said the Ministerial policy was contamed 1n
the opening speech of his Eacellency, which wrdicated
the chief measures to be brought forward

BREACH OF PRIVILEGE,

The TrEAsURER then rose and said  Sir, I beg leave
to call the attention of this House to a question of
privilege —a question than which none of greater im-
portance demani's our consideration, because the proper
working of that Constitution which we have now the
happiness to serve under greatly depends uponit 1If,
Sir, this House 18 o be press.ridden, and 1ts debates to
go forth to the puhhc garbled and musrepresented, and
if portions of 1ts debate¢s are to be suppressed, and
other portions n reply are to be given unfaithfully—
(hear, hear)—f this 1s to be the case, there 15 an end
ta all freedom of ,debate 1in this House One side only,
Sir, will go forth, and one side only will mect the eyes
of the public  (Hear, hear ) This question of privi-
lege 13 one which affects equally every member of the
House Those who take part on one side to-day, may
be on the other side to-morrow, and it may then be
the turn of those to be misrepresented who are now op-
posed to the person attacked On this account, then,
L know that this House will support 1ts nights and pri-
vileges, forgetting whether we have been opposed to
each other or not Sir, I call the attention of the
House to the report of ifs proceedings which appeared
1n the Reguster of yesterday—the report of the debate
which took place the day before upon the Postal Ques-
tion  ButI will first allude to the editor’s article,
which appears with 1t I will state that 1t 1s the un-
doubted privilege of the press to comment with the
dtmost freedom upon the acts or speeches of public
men, for without that privilege there can he no real
hberty of the subject, But whilst doing that—whilst
commenting on the speeches of public men—they
should invariably give the statements of the speakers
criicised at length, or at least they should give fawr ab-
stracts of those staterents—mnot omitting any of the
addresses 8o as to alter their sense I will now endea-
vour to point out that of which I complain to the
House [1he hon gentleman here read an extract
from a leading article of the Reguser, in which the
writex stated that the Treasurer had decned the com-
mercial class as a body, and had asked whether states-
manship was to be found awmongst wronmongery and
tea. He also read an extract from a report of the
Reguster, which raade him say, * with regard to the as-
sumption of the Chamber of Commerce of the supenor
statesmanship of those wholly engaged as meichants,
he remarked that, so far as his experience went, very
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few preat statesmen had ever come from the ranks of
merchants, or those who dealt in ironmongery and
groceries, in fact, pursuits of that kind hada tendency
to narrow the views by leading to a consideration of
every question as a matter of pounds, shiliings and
pence ] He then proceeded Now, Sir, bothn the
report and 1 the article, the whole character of the
debate 1s distorted. It will be remembered that the
hon. member for East Torrens stated, 1n the course of
his remarks, that nothing approaching statesmanship
was to be found 1in the Minist1y, and that, hke toddling
infants, they should lean upon the House as upon
chairs and tables Another hon member—the member
for the Sturt—took up a paper and referred the House
to the recommendations of tnhe Chamber of Commerce,
and 1t was that which brouglt the subject before us,
and made the subject a legitimate matter for discussion
After that, Sir, the hon. member for Gumeracha, also
referring to s'atements made 11 the Chamber of Com-
merce, said that unt:l some proportion of the mercan-
tile community were mingled with the Administration,
they could not hope to possess sound diplomacy (*‘No,
no,” from Mr Blyth) Sir, the hon member made
use of some snch words—words which conveyed the
meaning t0 My mind-——

Mr. Bryro explamed* what he said was, that he
believed the reason for statesmanship being found 1n the
Government of New South Wales was, because many
of the Ministry had been mercantile men.

The Treasvrkr I am very glad that the hon mem-
ber has corrected me I now remember that these were
the words he used I am certain that he feels I would
not wiifully misrepresent him I recollect that he
stated that the Minist-y wanted statesmanship and
statesmanlike conduct, That, Sir, was the nature of
the remarks of the three hon members, and I, Sir,
commented upon 1t in my place, as I had a tight to do
The words I made use ot were, that1f diplomatic talents
were to be acquired from the mercantile community, 1
should have them, for I had been brought up to com-
mercial pursuits I was willing, however, to go to
school again, 1f I were informed 1n what school the
talents were to be obtained, and I asked whether they
were to be procured from merchants agents, or trades-
men, and whether dealers in 1wonmongery or tea pos-
sessed them  That, Sir, was what I said, and that has
been perverted mto a general attack upon the mercan-
tile commumty atlarge Iunderstand that the members
of that community, who have conferred a great pawer
upon me, areindignant, as weil they might be, that I
should have so attacked them But that report—that
garbled report—was, Sir, a gross breach of the privileges
of this House; and T guard hon members against
allowing such breaches to be commenced under our
new Constitution. (Hear, hear ) If they areto be so,
the members of the House will be mtimidated from
standing forth, as I am resolved to do, withouteringing
to the pressin any way None will be able to do so
unless the House 15 umited Syr, I have prepared a
resolution, which will be a warning to the member« of
the press to abstain for the future from such remarks
as the paper has now indulged 1n, unless with those
remarks there 18 given either a full report of ourspeeches,
or correct abstracts of them I have gaven to the press
great credit for 1ts past cosrectness in reports I have
sad that last sesston I admired the aczuracy of the
reports, and I did so, although L was then attacked by
the press But I did not care for the attacks so long
as my speeches were cotrectly published. The writer
might comment as he pleased, but, in doing that, he
must report what I say  In the House of Commons, 1t
18 a breach of privilege for the reporters to be present
even, but this rule 1s never enforced unlgss the reports
are garbled like that in the Register  'When that takes
place, the editor 1s either called before the bar of the
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House, or the repozters are excluded from the gallery,
Let us take heed, Sir, whilst we retain the liberties
of the press, that we also restrain its abuse. I will
move the following resolution .—* That the publication
of garbled reports of the debates of this House 1s an
undoubted breach of privilege.’

Mr. Peaxe seconded the motion. Hon members had
too much respect for the digmity of the House to fail
to vindicate 1ts privileges  If the press were to take
only portions of their addresses, and omut others, there
was an end to freedom of debate. It was an odious
tyranny, to which he would not submt,

Mr Banzpace stated that he had been himself very
fairly represented in the debate referred to It wasnot
to be expected that every word should be reported He,
however, would call attention to a part ot the report,
in which 1t was stated that the hon, the Treasurer com.
menced his remarks 1n a strain of severe sarcasm This
alone proved that the report was intended to be only a
condensed ons, for 1t appeared to him that 1f there had
been any intention to give only a one-sided report,
those remarks would have been given But he did not
think the matter of such serious consequence as to re-
quire 8 motion upon it

Mr Mrmorep felt 1t his duty to state that he fully
concurred 1n the remarks made by the hor the Trea-
surer, Thereportin the paper of the preceding day
was partial, and a large portion of what was said was
witheld, If, by an omission on the one side, and a
garbled statement on the other, hon. members were
misrepresented, they had a right to complain  The
statements of the two members for Gumeracha wers
witheld, whilst the remarks inteply were given 1n the
report, A partial statement had been made 1N one
case, and a garbled statement ix the other,

The Carer SecrETARY hoped the House woulgd sup-
port the motion He would not haye noticed 1t, but
that he had hunself been musrepresented in regard to
what he had stated on the postal question. He had
pointed out the great advantage the colony would de-
rive from the adoption of his motion, from the cirepm-
stance that the branch service would be partly borne
by the Home -Government, and partly by the other
colonies He had alluded to this in introducing the
Bill, and again dunng the debate, but it was omitted
m the report altogether In fact, the very opposite
statement was put into his mouch  The House should
therefore be particularly careful how they allowed the
publication of garbled reports,

Mr Warternovuse found, on referring to the report
of the debate on the steam postal guestion;that, though
1t occupied four hours and a half, 1t was contained 1n
two columns and a half of the paper. It was, he
thought, as correct as they could expect to fird such a
condensed report to be  The arguments on both sides
were condensed  But af the Mimstry were dissatisfied,
they should start a paper of their own.

Mr Rrevyorps listened to the debate on the postal
question with some attention, and the impression made
sn his mind at the time was, that the ‘I'reasurer had
made a direct attack upon the commercial interest.
(No,no) The Treasurer certanly did then as he often
does—imdulge in a stramn of sarcasm, and, though he
might not know 1t himself, his sarcasms were genegally
caustic and hitter The hon member did not, perhaps,
ntend bitterness, but he seemed to enjoy a skirmish;
and in doing this he was usually very severe He (Mr
Reynolds) generally took short-hand notes of the
debates, but, in the case referred to, the only note he
took was the statement of the hon the 1reasurer, tl at
mercantile men generally entertained very narrow views,

-~
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This he did nét see in the report, though 1t was an
attack on the mercantile commuzity He had himselt
cause to complain of thereports of some of his speeches,
but this he believed was partly his own fault, n
speaking too rapidly. MHis megning, however, was
generally reported correctly.

The ATTORNFY-GENERAL presumed that very few of
the hon. members would be opposed to the motion He
was bound to say, that, as far as he was capable of
Judging, the reports of that paper were frequently 1nac-
curate  He had indeed opportunittes ot seemng the
facilities 1t had for reporting, and the great power of
the reporteis, but throughout the debates of that House,
he would venture to say, that a person who had no
other means of judging of what occurred thau the pub-

* lished reports would form a very inaccurate opimion of

the debates He differed from some hon membersas to
the power of the press  Inasmall community hike this,
where the views of hon members were matters of
notoriety, 1t was not 1n the power of the press to affect
their reputation or impair their usefulness He was
not afraid of the power of the press, for the power of
truth was much greater. The hon members for En-
counter Bay and East Torrens had said that their
speeches were correctly reported This, at any rate,
showed that the reports were all one side.

Mr WaTernouse explamed that he spoke to the
accuracy of the report 1n general.

The ATTorNEY-GFNERAL then that only showed
how little thehon member was qualified to judge of the
matter, since 1t had been shown that the most impor-
tant part of the Chiet Secretary’s remarks was omitted
But, though the report was thus shown to be one-sided,
he was satisfied that nothing that the press could do
either by publishing garbled and distorted reporis, or
by misrepresentation, would affect any man’s useful-
ness or impair his reputation  He thought the House
should take some steps with a view of legislating as
to what their privileges were.

Mr Youne supported the motion On reading the
report he was struck with the fact that i1t contained but
a very imperfect representation of the debate He ad-
mitted that the hon the Treasurer had indulged in a
stram of severe sarcasm, but those who heard the re.
marks which drew forth his attack would admut that
the sarcasm was well deserved.

Mr, Bacor asked what practical result was Iikely to
arise out of that debate Heregretted thatit had taken
place. He had seen the report complained of, but 1t
condensed the arguments on both sides A great many
things he smd were omitted, but he did not complan
of this, though his constituents would probably lLike to
see s speeches more fully reported, The hon the
Attorney-General had stated that the reporters of the
Register had great powers 1n giving correct reports, but
that the proceedings of that House were frequently re-
ported wcorrectly--that garbled reports were published,
He did not stand there as the advocate of the editor of the
Register, he was capable of defending himself, but he
could not help thinking that the hon member’sremarks
were intended to throw a slur upon the editor as a man

of business, by intimating that the reports were garbled |

by ham, ({**Hear, kear,’”” from the Ireasurer) From
what he knew of the editor he believed him incapable
of descending so low He would move the previous
qu¢ stion, for he supposed that the reasurer having
had his fling, by indulging his propensity for sarcasm,
was satisfied.

Mr Bryta seconded Mr. Bagot’s motion, He could !
bear his tesumony to the fact that the report was sub. |

reading 1t, regard 1t as a one-mded report, but the
contrary He regreted that the batter sarcasm of the
hon member for East Torrens was not fully reported,
for 1t was richly deserved He did not wonder at the
motion coming trom the Treasury benches, for he ob-
served at the time thutthe Goverfiment members were
very sore It would have been better had they they
not been so thin-skinned, forifthelc was anything cal-
culated to bring the House into contempt, 1t was those
interminable debates on privilege,

Messrs. Dunn, Scammell, Marks, Smedley, Burford,
and Hurt, followed, and, aiter a reply ot some length
from the 1reasurer, the House divided on the ongtnal
motion with the following result .—

AYES, 18,
The Chief Secretary Ir. Dunn
‘[he Attorney General Mr Young
The Commssioner of  Mr. Mildred

Crown Lands Mr Krnichauff

Mr Leake Mr Scammell
Mr Babbage Mr Burford
Mr Peake Mr Milne
Mr Marks Mr Hughes
Mr Harvey 1he Treasurer (Teller).
Mr. Hallett

NOES, 9,
Mr, Hay Mr Cole
Mr Waterhouse Mr, Smedley
Mr Blyth Mr Jindsa

Mr. Dutton
Mr, Reynolds

Majonty 1n favour of the motion, that 1t 1s a breach
of privilege to publish garbled and distorted reports, 9.

Mr. Bagot Zrl‘el]er).

IMMIGRATION

On the motion of the CoumissioNER of Crown LaNDS
the House went mto a Committee of the whole on the
following resolutions —

1 Thatitis not expedient to appropriate any fixed
proportion of the revenue derived from the sale ot waste
lands to 1mmigration purposes, but that the amount to
be applied to such purposes should be voted annually
ouf ot the general revenue.

2 That, masmuch as the revenues of this province
have for several years past been devoted to the intro-
duction of immigrants 1 a larger proportion than those
of the. adjacent colonies, 1t will not be expedient to
mtroduce 1immgrants wholly at the public expense,
after the emount now 1in the hands of the Land and
Emigration Commissioners shall have been expended,
unless some provision 18 made which will afford a
reasonable secunty that the unmigrants so introduced
shall remain at least twelve months in the province.

8 That 1t 13 expedient to aff>rd wmmigrants, of a
suitable class, partial assistance in procuring passages
to this province, and that, for this purpose, embarkation
orders should be 1ssued to a limited extent, both here
and in the United Kingdom, at a certain rate of pay-
ment, to be varied, from time to time, according to cir«
cumstances,

4 ‘Thatit 18 expedient to make provision whereby
mmmigrants who arrive 1n this province at their own
expense, or persons who introduce immigrants at their
own expense, may be repaid the cost so 1incurred,
wholly or in part—either by arepayment of the amount,
or by a remission certific ite to be taken in payment for
land—upon satwsfactoyy proof being afforded that the
immigrants so mtroduced are of a suitable class, and
that they have remained at least twelve mouths 1n the
province ‘

5 "lhat the duties connected with the selection of

stanually correct, though condensed, He did not, on | ymmigrants i the United Kingdom, and the dispatch
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of immigrant vessels should be performed by an Agent
appomted by this Government.

The Comuissrover of Crown Laxps said 1t was the
opimon of some hon. members that an Act would be
required to give effect to those resolutions, but he did
not think 1t necessary The Executive Government,
as he believed, could fully carry them out e did not
think, etthier, that the question of the German claims
for assisted emigration from thew own ecuntry need be
mixed up with the present question, as the vote pro
posed would be an annual one, and could be modified
according to circumstances It would be the more con-
venient course; perhaps, to consider the resolutions in
detail, and he would commence by moving the first of
the sertes  Onthe subject of preserving, or endeavour-
ing to preserve, any fixed and uniform proportion be-
tween the quantity of land sold and the amount of
labour imported, he would observe that such propor-
tion could only be maintained jn a strictly agricultural
country ; for mimning operations and numerous other
Eursmts would have the effect of disturbing the equili-

num. Any such attempted arrangement would also
be mterfered with by the vieimty of gold-producing
countr-es, and, 1n fact, 1t was already found thatim-
migration into one of these colonies almost amounted to
ymougration mntd another, He did not anticipate any
matenial opposition to the first resolution, which he
would therefore content himself with mowing without
further comment,

The Cuier SecrETArY sedonded the motion At
present the law was, that one-half the proceeds of land
should be apphed to emigration It was considered,
and wisely considered, at the time the law was passed,
that the prosperity of the colony depended altogether
on immigration ; but the discovery of gold in the adja:
eent colonies had made a great change The object of
the Government in the resolut.on was merely to obtamn
the sanction of the House to devoting to immgtation
such sums as mght from time to time be thought
necessary, mnstead of setting aside for the purpose a
fixed proportton of the proceeds of land. The Land
Fund would thus become a part of the General Re-

yenue.

Mr ReenNorps presumed the quéstion would have to
be discussed when the Estimates were before the House.
If s0, 1t need not now be introduced.

Mr Huouzs agreed; In fact, he Hardly saw the ob-
ject of the resolutions, If they were to have the effect
of law, they ought to be putn such a form as to be sub-
mitted to discussionn ‘the other House. e believed
the prospenty of the colony to be mainly owing to the
immigration regulations, He would therefore keep
funds i1n hand for the purpose, and devote them to
no other, until 1t was found that they were not wanted
for their ongmal object. Theyshould be careful of the
capital of the eolony, which mamly arose from the
Land Fund. He hoped, therefore, that the resolutions
would not be easily assented to.

The CounissroNer of Crowx LaNps was not strictly
correct in saying that no legislation would be requisite
to give full effeet to the resolutions, A provision must
be mserted in the new Land Sales Regulations Act,
which would shortly be before the House,

Mr Houenes thought the question could be better
considered when the Estumates were under discussion

The Cmitr Sscretary remarked that the whole of
the funds in the hands of the Emigration Commis-
sionters would be exhausted by about the end of the
present year, and 1t was desirable that some under.
standing should be come o on t  subjeet, They had

2
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not too much time before trem, corsdering that they
were now in the month of May, to make arrangcments
for the s aling of persons who might be ready to leave
England in February. At present the Mimstry covld
not remut to the Commisaloners, as 1t was impossible
for them te knew what the views of the House might
be upon the subject.

Mr Durrierp believed the system of mmmigration to
be as necessary to the colony as either the agricultural,
the pastoral, or the mning ntérest, and he fedred that
if they adopted the resolutions, they wught some day
find 1t difficult 10 obtain 1mougrants when they most
wanted them At present they might get labourers
far more cheaply from Melbourne than from England,
and theie were plenty of men there; who went frome
South Australia, who would be glad to get back again 1f
their passage could be paid; but such might not always
be the case He would keep half the proceeds of the
Land Fund 1n the Treasury for immigration purposes,
and use 1t when 1t was wanted,

Mr Reyvorps would support the principle of the
mation when the proper tume came for 1ts discussion
He quite agreed 1n thinking that the money had best
be voted annually, but he would put 1t to the hon.
Commissioner of Crown Lands whether 1t would not
be betuer to withidraw the resclutions for the present.

The Cowvissiover o Crowns Laxps had nd objec.
tion to postponming the fsst resolution.

Mr Durrox saw no reason why the Government
should have introduced the subject mn the form of reso-
lutions. The effect of passing them might be to bind
the House very inconvenently to a particular mode of
dealing with the emigration question. He must say he
thought 1t very desirable to maintain the distinction be-
fween the General Revenue and the L.and Fund, for 1t
would be unwise to swell up the former by the intro.
duction mnto 1t of very large receipts, which might -
duce ap extra rate of expenditufe, and afterwards fall
off (Hear, hear) Ho objected also to giving the Go-
vernment power to appointan agentn Englapnd through
whose bands very large amounts would have to pasa,
He thought tHeinatters to which the resolutioris referred
should be embodied 1n & Bill, and he would move an
amendment to that effect. /

Mr Doar thought it desirable to keep intact the
funds properly applicable to immugation.

Mr You~a seconded the amendmerit, hut at the sama
time put 1t ta the hon. the Commissioner of Crown
Lands whether there were any gamcular necessity for
pressing the resolutions before the introduction of the
Land Sales Bill.

The ComuissioNkr of Crown Lawnps said 1t was very
desirable to ascertain the views of the Housg upon the
subject at once. .

Mr Youxnc said that if a clause in the Fill would
answer the same purpose he saw no use in pressing the
resolutions,

The CovmrssioNnrR of CRowy Laxnna sard that if the
first resolution were not carried 1t would be useless to

‘put the others. -

The CrairvanN deeided that Mr, Dutton’s amend-
ment could not be put in Cammuttee, but 1t could be
moved 1n the House upon the bringing up of the re.
port.

The Cater SecrRRTARY considered 1f 1t were even
thought better to mtroduce the subject 1 a Ball, 1¢
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would be desirable first to take the opinidn of the
House uponit. It had been deemed best notto mix
up the immigration question with that of the sales of
land, and that was why the present mode had been
adopted of bringing it forward. He trusted the House
would censent to discuss the whole series of resolu-
tions, though he had no desire to press them at the
moment 1f further time were destred.

Mr Baisrace would propose as an amendment
‘“That the Chairman do report progress, and that the
House do resume.”t It was clearly wasting time to
discuss resolutions which 1t was admitted must agamn
occupy the attention of the House. He might also
remark that he objected to legislation by resolution ; af
1t were admitted as a practice, they might eventually
be asked to conduct the whole business of the colony
m that way wmnstead of by Bill,

¢

Captain Harr seconded the amendment. The prin-
aiple sought to be affirmed by the first resolution was
80 1mportant that 1t ought to be embodied in a Bill
which the country could discuss, and, 1f needful, pet1-
tion agamnst during its various stages. If they passed
the resolution, they weuld be pledging themselves to a
principle that the distant settlers especially would not
confirm, seeing 1t would devote the proceeds of theland
they might have purchased to purposes, probably,
quite unconnected with thewr interests. The principle,

-if admitted, would place vast.sumas at the disposal of
the Ministry of the day, and would even enable an un.
principled %.‘vovemment to expend 1t upon purposes of
hittle general benefit, If moneyaccun.ulated, he would
sooner see it invested 1t Government bonds—lent to
themselves, mm fact—until 1t was wanted for 1ts propar
purpose. He trusted the amendment would be carnied,
and time be given to the distant settlers to express their
opinioas on the subject, as they were far more interested
m the matter than the residents of the metropols,

The TreastRer was surpnised to hear any hon
member speak of the money being at the disposal of
the Ministry of the day, for meither a Minister, nor
even the representative of Majesty, could approprniate one
farthing of the Land Fund Revenue, or any other
fevenue, without the consent of that House, As re-
garded the introduction of the reselutions, the course
was not unpregedented, but was the same as had been
pursued by the Victorian Government, a8 a means of
showing the House what the views of the Ministry were,
Those were the principles upon which they meant to
gtand or fall. It was a vital question, and he himself
had fully placed his views upon 1t before his con-
stituents, and the same, he believed, had been done by
inbst of the otller members, for n every district the
questicn had been considered a most mmportant one
The constituencies had already looked into the question,
and had returned their members accordingly. He had
strongly advocated formerlythe setting aside of a certain
portion of the Land Fund for immigration ; but ewr.
cumstances, unanticipated then, had led him to change
his views. 1t had been said that 1t would be better to
jnvest the money mn Government bonds. That was
exactly what they proposed to do, and what-they were
at present domg It was for the House to direct what
moneys should be laid out, and for the Treasurer to
pay what moneys he had in hand, actording to such
directions, This was far more simple than-a system
of cross entries, to show what was due from one fund
to another. At the present moment, about £560,000
had been advarnced to varous public works, instead of"
1ssung bonds; and he wasana'position to have advanced
£120,000, 1f 1t had been wanted, as he had been led,
to expect, Whenever there was a balance i hand, 1t
was applied in that manuer. Heé saw no reason for the
antroduction of a Bill upon the subject, but if 1t
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were thought better to defer the resclutions for the pre-
sent, the Government would raise no objection.

Mr. Durrox wished to explain that he was in favour
of the principle enunciated in the first resolution, though
he thought it could be better carried out by a Bill than
m 1ts present form,

The Curer Secrerary would support the amend-
ment, 1f the words were added, * with leave to st
again,”” but not otherwise, as he could not consent to
have the question shelved.

Mr, Bassace refused to 1sert the words suggested,

The TreasURER must, 1n that case, retract his ad-
herence to the amendment, for he had no ntention
of suffering the question to be shelved.

Mr Bammace bad no such intentipn mn proposing the
amendment He only thought 1t desirable that the
question shoyld come forward in a different form.

Captain HarT, as the seconder of the amendment,
must also disclaim any mtention of shelving the ques-
tion, but he objected to pledge the Housé¢ by a sertes
of resolutions. "In his opinion, the sentiments expressed
by the Hon. Commissioner of Crown Lands were suffi-
cient to alarm the House, and” to alarm the country.
That hon, gentleman avowed his opinion that they had
no mere right to tmport labourers than to import colo-
nists who would offer to pay for their own passages.
He therefore proposed, instead of bringing labourers
here, to lay out the money in improvements, thus
raising the price of labour. This would be an injustice
to purchasers of land, for instead of bringing out
labour, as we had agreed to do, with a portion of the
proceeds of the land, we should Jay out that very
money in taking away from them even the labcur that
was 1 the colony, and in raising the rate of wages.
Run would follow the landholdexs under such circum-
stances. With regard to the threat that had been held
out by the hon. Treasurer, that the Ministry would
stand or fallupon this question, he thoughtit altogether
unconstitutional, for there could be no necessity for the
Mimstry to resign 1n the evenj of an adversevote, Such
threats had been held out before, and they were both
unwise snd uncourteous. Fot himself, he might say
that he had not the least deswre to supplant or turn out
the Ministry, The berth of the Governor himself
wﬂoiuld not be a sufficient mducement to him to take
office.

The TrEASURER was not tn the habit of holding out
threats, but 1t would not be fair to the House to let 1t
come to & vote without knowing the exact consequences
which would ensue. It was usual and propet for
Ministers to make known what principles they con-
sidered of vital importance. They were not gong to
resign upon trifling ponts, but this was, mn hus view, a
matter of principle, and whether his colleagues se-
signed or not upon an adverse vote, he should do so,
but he did not aay that in the way of & threat.

Mr. MivoreDd supported the resoluticn, the objeet of
which, as he munderstcdd it, was to place the Land
Fund under the full control of Parliament. It was
,removing a restrictiod swvhich- 1t was right and proper to
iremove, and, therefore, he should vote for the motion,
yHe could not agree, however, m thimking that any
class of'men should be amported -exceptlabourers, who
were necessary for the purpose of making the land
avauable,

. Mr Hay reniarked that the amount appropnated to
immgration had already been altered from tume to

time, .and he thought the principle of the resolution
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would be found to work well He could not think it
desirable to leave the money to accumulate from year
to year, which would, 1n effect, be placing 1t 1 the
hands of the Government, and removing 1t from the
control of that House. He was happy mn being able
on this occasion to support the Government, which
would always give him far more pleasure, when he
could consistently doso, than 1t would give him to
oppose it.

Mr. Marks was aware that many hon members had
addressed their constituénts on the great loss which
the country had sustained in sending money for 1mmi-
grants, who, immediately upon their arrival, started
for Port Phullip. He would have supported the motion
for a postponement of the question, had 1t not been
made apparent, by the refusal to add the words sug-
gested by the Chief Secretary, that the object was to
shelve the question altogether. It was not the object
of the Government to have no immgration, and it
should be borne 1 mind, that the House had the purse-
strings in theie own bands, and that, when they saw a
necessity for mtroducing 1mmigrants, they could send
for them. The Government merely said that there
should be no oixed sum set apart for immigration, and
he thotight 1t would be miadness to do so after the com-
plamnts made on the subject by hon members to their
constituents. He had heard nothing in the debate to
alter his ntention to support the motion—(hear, hear)
—which he helieved on all grounds to be for the nl
terests of the colony, It did not matter in what shape
the measure was put if they arrived at the same con-
elusion  The words proposed to be added to the
amendment could do no harm, and, as they were not
consented to, he contended that the object of the
amendment was to shelve the question altogether.
(No, no.) He should support the Government in that
measure, and 10 every other which he thought calcu-
lated to serve the country.

Mr Durron said there was no mtention ta shelve
the motion {Oh, oh ) It was because the hon Trea-
surer put that construction on 1t that he (Mr Dutton)
bad nisen, for the third ime, attempting to say a few
words upon the subject, He objected, on constitu-
tional grounds, to the Government attempting to carry
on the public busmess by resolution, and not by legis-
lation ~ (Hear, hear.) When they saxd they would
net embody the resolutions, when carried, in a Bull,
he said he would endeavour to have a resolution tacked
on to them eompelling their embodiment m a Bill
(Hear, hear } He considered it improper of.the Mj-
mstry to say, that, rather than embody those resolu-
tions in a Bill, they would resign, The only object
which he could concewve they had in adopting that
course was that they were desitous of having a decent
opportumity to res'gn. (Hear, hear.) Indeed, the
loose way 1 which the Bills already introduced had
been prepared went far to prove that the Ministers
wanted to he put out. For himself, he could say that
he had no desire for office. If 1t were offered to him
the very next day, he would not accept 1t, and, conge-
quently, he could have no object 1z mxding any attempt
to turn the present Ministry out He could not, how-
ever, be a party to such important resolutions being
carned without having them embodied in a Bill, and
he would remind the hon, member, Mr. Marks, who
was 8o enthusiastic 1n his support of the Government,
that they said they would resign rather than do so.

!

The Crier ScoreTary sald the debate had assumed
a new aspect, and he was obliged to rnse again, The
hon gentleman who had just sat down had spoken of
the conduct of the Government 1n a way that could not
be borne out by anything that had occurted in that
House He had stated among other things that they
threatened to resign 1f the House inmsted dpon putting

the resolutions into the shape of a Bill, Now the hon.
gentleman could not have been hstening to what had
gone on 1 the House, for nothing to that effect had
fallen from any hon member. Ie then went on to say
that if they had such an intention they were only seek-
g a decent pretext for resigning. The bon. gentlemamr
first invented his premses, and then drew a conclusion
that was most unwarranted. The hon. gentleman said
he would not take office even if the Mimstry did re-.
mgn He (the Chief Secretary) could state the cousti-
tutional circumstances under which the Ministers would
resign, When they found that they could not carry
out their pohicy, and command a working majornty,
they would resign. He was, however, not very mucly
afraid that the hon gentleman (Mr, Dutton) would
have an opportuity to refuse the offer of office—(hear,
and a laugh)—or that the hon gentleman woéuld on
that question find himself 1n a majonty. There was
no fear at present that he would have the onerous cares
of Government thrown upon him, He (the Chief Sey
cretary) had said that he would not oppose the amePd.
ment, and he did so because he then believed the object
was not to shelve the question, and that 1t mght be
discussed at a future time, and that the Government
might have time to consider whether they would legis-
late upon 1t or not. e believed that many hon, mem«
bers gave in their adhesion to the amendment under
that 1mpression, but when he found that was not the
object, he proposed to add the words, * with leave'to
sit agamn,” and that addition being objected to, showed
plainly that the object was to shelve the question, or to
carry 1t against the Government. He mentioned that
particularly to warn hon, members to be careful asto
how they acted (Hear, hear) He would make ne
further concessicn. (Hear, bear.) He would vote
against the amendment—(hear, hear)—and the hon,
member (Mr. Dutton) need not fear that the resule
would be to throw the yesponsibility of forming a Go-
vernment upon his shoulders The prnciple m the
resolutions was a vital one, and one which he was con~
vinced a majonty m that House was disposed to sup~
port. The Government had no desire to thwart the
Counall, 1t was the principle which they wished to
carry. It had been stated that they sought to carry
out the Government by resolutions and not by legsla-
tion. ‘That was sunply absurd, as they were already in
a position to carry out immigration n tirat manner, but
instead of exercising their power as an Executive, they
wanted to have the consent of the Legislature If the
House wanted to carry out those resolutions in & Bull,
they were ready to do so—(hear, hear)—and they were
content 1f the House wished to discuss the subject
further. He would state that if the amendment wad
put mts present shape, he would vote against 1t, but 1f
1t asked for leave to sit agan he would gupport at.

Mr. Bryrx thought the Government had shown a
desire to fight a shadow, He was quite certain that
had they exercised their accustomed powers of obser-
vation they must have percerved that the majority of
the House were with them He agreed most thoroughl
with the hon, member (Mr. Dutton) that the resolu-
tions should be embodied 1n a Bill, but he had no de-
sire whatever to embarrass the Government. Hea
thought also that the members of the Government
should exhibit some hittle regard to the feelings of hon.
members (Hear, hear) There was, he felt con-
vinced, no stronger supporter of the Minsters in that
House than the hon. member for Adelaide, (Mr.
Dutton). He would support the amendment, with a
view that the resolutions should be embqdied mn &
Bull.

Mr. Bappacw disclaimed the construction put on his
amendment, and repeated that he would support the
resolutions of the Commissioner of Cro‘wn ands if
they were brought forwsrd at the proper time.

L
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The Covmissioner of Crowy Lanns would have no
objection to embody the resolutions 1n a Bill, but he
saw no necessity for that, lhe principle 1n the first
resolution was already embedied 1n a Bil] on the table
There wag nothing in the second resolution which re-
quired a Bill to be passed to give 1t effect The same
might be said of the third resolufion, and the fourth
could be carried out the next day if the House sane-
tioned the principle ‘Lhen the fifth, that required no
Bull, but the salary must be voted by that House

Mr, Dorroy thought they were approaching an ar-
sangement. The proper course was to report progress
and 25k leave to sit again,

Mr. Basmacs assented on the explanation of the
Chief Secretary

House resumed, report brought up, and leave granted
ta a1t again on Tuesday next.

Hosuse adjourned t1ll Tuesday next.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,
Tuespay, May 12,

GAWLFR TOWN BATILWAY,

Mr Youxnciuuseanp presented a petition signed by
1,600 people, residents of Gawler and the wicimty,
praying that the Honee would take the necessary steps
to extend the railway to South Para —Petition re-
ceived, read, and ordered to be printed.

‘ REPORTS OF THE HOUSE

Mr Baxer would move on Thursday next, that the
time had now arrived when they ought to ensure
rehable reports of the proceedings of the House, and
with that view, that the Standing Orders Commuttee
be mstructed to consider the most desiyrable plan to
effect this object.

CATTAIN STURT'S PFNSION,

The Coxv1ssioNeRr of PuBLic Worxks said, in answer
to a former question by Dr Davies, that the reason
why £750 appeared to have heen paid to Captain Sturt,
n the year 1856, 1instead of £600, was, that during that
vear advices for five quarters had been received from
the Agent-General By reference to the accounts of
1854, 1t would be seen that during that vear only £450
had been paid, or three-quarters’ pension, but the
entire amount from the time the pension was granted
1n 1841 would be found correct,

. TEMSIONS,

Mr Baker asked if the Government had determined
to take any steps with regard to pensions generally
The question had been opened some time ago, and it
was found that the Government calculations were mn-
sccurate, and that the amount set aside was insufficient
for the purpose wtended,—~The Commissioner of Public
¥orks was not aware that the Government had any
sntention of bringing the question forward —Mr Bake:
svould give notice of motion on some future day.

NAVIGATION OF THE MURRAY.

Mr YouneuussaNp moved an address to his Excel.
fency the Governor-in-Chief, requesting, that the Go
vernment of South Austialia place itself 1n communi-
cation with the Governments of New South Wales and
Wictoria with a view to the adoption of some effectual
measures for the elearance of all anags and other 1mpe-
dunents to the safe pawigation of the River Murray,
In rising to move this resolution, which he regarded as
second o none 1n the importance of 1ts bearings on the
advancement of the nanonal prosperity of the colony,
. offering, 4s the River Murray did, all the facilities of a,

railway of many thousand miles in length, ready,
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formed by nature for carrying on a commerce with the
|great mterior of this continent, and ouly requiuiing
rolling stock 1n proportion to the requirements of the
traffic to be from time to time placed upon 1it, he wonld
confine himself to a statement of the development of

the traffic during the foyr years that had elapsed since’

1t was first opened to navigation, and from those faets
hon members would themselves be able to form thew’
own opinions as to the necessity which existed for the
various Governments affording all yeasonable facilities
for 1ts further advancement During the first season,
1853-4, there were taken up 276 tons of goods, and
1,362 bales of wool were brought dawn; the whole
vglued at about £25,000. In the second season, 18545,
365 tons were taken up, and 3,009 bales of wool brought
down, valped at 835,000, Durning the tjurd season,
1856-§, there were 700 tons taken up, and 2,700
bales of wool brought down, value #£50,000; and
m the fourth season, 1856-7, when the trade to the
Ovens diggings commenced, and there were thres
more steamers on the nver, 3,629 tons of goods weté
carried up, snd 2,370 bales of wool were brought
down, the whole yalued at £247,000 for that season,
The population of the Ovens diggings, and the town
and nexghbourhood of Albury, consisted of about
30,000 people, a large proportion of whom were adult
males, producing according to the goid returns of Vic-
toria, more thanthe value of oene million of gold annually

The locality of thase diggings was not further from the
niver bank than Gawler Town was from Adelaide, and,
with the assistance of cheap water-carriage, their
supplies of every description must necessarily be taken
from Squth Australia More than four times the
amount of goods taken up the niver last year would
meet with a market at that point alone, In addition
to this, 1t had been ascertained by the intercourse of the
last five years, that 190 stations, contamning 766,000
sheep and 821,000 cattle, existed on the margm of the

River Murray and 1ts navigable tributaries, the Mur-
rumbidgee, Edward, Darling, and Goulbourn, the full
value of the supplies of which would not be less than
£200,080, showing altagether an aggregate trade to bd
done on the nver and 1its tributaries nearly equal 1o
value to the whole of the foreign export trade of the
colony, and reaching the total sum of £1,200,000. To
cheapen the carriage of those gaods would be for the ad-
vantage of all the colonies—to South Austyalia which
supplied the articles,and to Nen South Wales and Vic-
toria which con$umed them At the present time, the
innumerable snags and trunks and branches of trees,
which filled up the bed of the river preseanted great
obstacles to 1ts safe navigation, and accidents to the
boats employed upon 1t were of frequent occurrence

A removal of these would render the stream navigable
all the year round, by night as well as by day, and, by
so doing, cheapen therate of carrigge at least one-half, so
that geads would reach the terminus of the river nearest
to the great Ovens diggings at a cost of from £4 te £6 per
ton from Adelaide, and an1mmense market be found for
the breadstuffs and other produce of the colony, mn
which, at a low rate of carriage, we need fear pe com-
petition whatever. To effect this service, it was most
desirable that a united effort should be made by the thres
Colonial Governments so interested in 1t. He would
venture to state that 1f an aggregate sum of £10,000
were each year provided and judiciously expended, in
five years the whole clearing would be fully accom-
plisted. And the colany was fortunate 1in having the
services of Capt Cadell available to carry out such an
enterprisé, than whom no ane ever had a greater ex.
perience of the river, or would be found more camnpe-
tent to undertake 1,

Mr ForsTeER seconded the motion..

The Comyisstongr or Punric Worxks sdid the inte-

resting statement made by the hon, thember with refe-
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rence to the trafflc of the Murray justified the most
favourable hopes for the future. Fus object 1n nsing
was to acknowledge the ready co-operation 1n clearmg
the Murray of the New Sow h Wales Legislature, who
had not only voted money, but had assisted Captain
Cadell i yarious other ways The report from that
gentlemsn went to show that one party had cleared 70
miles, g8 second 50, and the work of a third party was
proceeding well

The motion was carried unanimously,

VICTOR HARBOUR

Mr Bager moved an adidress to His Excellency the
Governor-in-Chief, stating that 1t would, 1n the opinion
of thus House, be desnable, before imtiating any Bill
having for 1ts object an expenditure of public money at
Victor Harbour, to cause a proper engineering survey
to be made of that harbour, and also of the sea-mouth
of the Murray, and that reports by a competent harbour
engweer on the capabilities of those places be laxd before
the Parbament, showimng the probable cost of rendering
them safe and convenient ports in connectiori with the
traffic on the River Murray. It must be obvious to
every one, that, before any important works were under-
taken, every hon, member who would be called upon
to give a vote upon the subject should be 1n possession
of the fullest information. It had been the policy of a
former Government to bring forwad Port Elhot and to
spend money there, without such an mvestigation as he
now sought to ohtain, and which, had it been secured at
that time, would have prevented the throwing away of
thousands of the public money Daifference of opimon
might exist about the capabihities of Victor Harbour,
but that was a question which would not require to be
diseussed at present in Council Perhaps it might be
desirable for moorags to be laid down there, so as to fit
1t for a harbour of refuge, but he behieved many thousands
must be expended before it could be made fully avail.
able. He would not, however, press his own opmnions,
but would prefee receiving a rehable report, His own
belief was that the mouth of the Murray iself might
be made to serve the purposes of navigation, and that
1t would also afford facilities for & harbour He hoped
the Council would agree with him that infoimation
should be sought 1n all cases where money was to be
laid out. He believed there were persons in the
eolony who were quite competent to exammne and re-
port upon the harbour, among whom he might particu-
larly mention Mc Aberncthy. He would ask the

Jounctl, whether, 1f such a report had been made of Port
Elliot, the money wasted there by Sir Henry Young
would ever have beenlaid out  He trusted the Council
would join 1n requesting the information to which his

tnotion referred.

Captain ScotT secorrled the motion It was the more
tmportant as the subject of a railway to the Murray
was Lkely to be agitated  If there had been impartial
and competent reports upon Port Elliot, the money laid
out there would never have been ¢xpended Captan
Douglas, the Harbour Master, was at present engaged
in making a survey of the mouth of the Muiray and of
Victor Harbour, and he was, no doubt, highly com-
petent ta such a task, but they wanted, m addition
to that, a report from some experienced marine engineen,
The commerce of the Murray was so important that the
colony must supply all proper facilitzes for conveying
goods to and from the nver

Mr Youncrusnawp said a good geaport for the
Murray was requred, and 1t should possess these
requisites, It should be eavy of access from the sea—
1 1tself large and capacious, and present ample facilities
for the construction of wharfs and landing-places They
were aware that the public had been assured that all
these requsites ewst i Port Ellot, and they were

equally aware how wretchedly the public had beer
deceived  Both public and private money Lad been
wasted there to an immense extent, In Victor Harbor,
the ground was rocky, and much expense must be in-
curred for the protection of a few vessels. He would
not, at that moment, enter upon the question whether
it would not be cheaper to the public to extend the
1alway from Gawler Town to Blanchtown, as that
would come forward for consideration on a future day,
but ke was disposed to think that the better plan.

Mr GwynyE did not nse to oppose the motion, but
he thought 1t ill-timed, as Captain Douglas, whom the
hon. member, Captamn Scott, considered a very com-
petent person, was already engaged in a survey.

Captain Sgorr had only referred to Captain Douglas
as a competent mantime surveyor Me could, nq
doubt, ascertan the depth of water, bnt he might not
be able to estimate the engineering difficulties of con.
structing a break water

Mr Gwyvne would rather wait the result of the
survgy before taking any further steps  If the gentle-
man referred to by the hon Mr Baker could be asso-
ciated with the Harbour-Master, he shculd see no
objection, He did not, however, see the necessity for
the present motion, as a survey was already n progress,
He should, therefore, feel 1t 1s duty to move the pre.
vious gquestion,

Captain Bacor would undoubtedly have joined in
that motion, 1f he saw that the resolution tended to cast
any slight upon Captain Douglas, but 1t did not appear
to hum to do so It only expressed the opinmion of
Council that full enquiry should be made before the
laying out of a large sum of money. He should sup-
port the resolution.

The Scnvevor-GRNERAL was quite sure it was not
intended to cast any reflection on Captain Douglas,
whose professional capacities were universally admatted,
but there were duties devolving upon a marine surveyor
and engineer wholly different from those to be expected
from a naval ofhcer Practical knowledge of harbour
work was necessary, and he had no doubt, the Govérn-
ment had fully intended having the placc.surveyed by
a competent person as 8oon as the prelimmary survey
had been taken by Capta'n Douglas  Undoubtedly, a
great deal of money had been laid out at Port Elliot,
which was hkely to prove unavailing, but the House
must remember that had not & former Government
pursued the policy he did with regaird to that harbour,
1t was probable the traffic of the Murray would not
have been developed, therefore the expenditure at
Port Elliot might not, perhaps, deserve the wholesalo
condemnation 1t had received.

The CouvissioNer of Punric Wonrks was quite pre.
pared to support the motion, which he did not imagine
was 1ntended to cast any censure upon Captain
Douglas  He mught state that that gentleman had ex-
pressed his anxiety that a marne engineer should be
engaged to follow or to act with him both in the survey
of Vietor Harbour and the sea-mouth of the Murray

Mr. Baxer, in reply, read the third, fourth, and
fifth paragraphs of the first report of progress of the
Select Commttee appomnted September 5, 1862,10 en-
quire into the piobability of nawigating the River
Murray They referred to the inaccuracy of the plan
of Port Elliot supplied by Sir Henry Young, and upon
which the report of the Harbour Commussion was
founded, and expressed the opmion of the Committes
that for various reasons the port would bg found in-
eligible as a port of refuge for strangers or’ of safs ac-
commodation even for small sea-going vessels, With,
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respect to its artificial improvement, the extracts read
by the hon gentleman showed the opinion of the Com-
mittee to have been that the expense would be far
greater than the small amount of protection 1t would
afford to shipping That opinion, he observed, was
arrived at after the examination ot witnesses, and not-
withstanding Captain Lipson’s report of February 11,
18650, in whreh he said—¢ Indeed, 1t 18 my opimion that
Port Eiliot will be found the safest anchorage, except
Port Lincoln, on the south side of the province
Neither Captam Lipson nor Captamn Douglas could be
supposed competent Judges of engineering difficulties,
but upon all matters of mere maritime surveying they
were 1o doubt equally well quahfied to express an
opunion. On puch subjects he would as soon take the
opinton of Captain Lapson, who was an old and ex-
perienced officer, as that of Captain Douglas, and 1t
was worthy of remark that Captamn Lapson, in the re-

ort from which he had quoted, did not even allude to

retor Harbour—the only two places he spoke of as at
all probable were Rosetta Head and Port Klhet.

The motion was carried without a division.

TONNAGE DUTIES BILL

This Bill having been brought up with a message
from the House of Assembly, requesting the Courcil’s
concurrence,—The Commissioner of Public Works
moved that 1t be read a first time.—The Surveyor-Ge-
neral seconded the motion, which was carried, and the
second reading of the Bill was fixed for Tuesday next.

IMMIGRATION,

Mr. BAxeR, pursuant to notice, asked the Commis-
sioner of Public Works if any further correspondence
had taken place between this Government and the Go-
vernment of Victoria on the subject of immigration,
and, if so, if he would lay such correspondence on the
table of the House, and give such further information
as 1t night be 1n his power to afford upon the subject
of immigration, and upon the course the Government
intended to pursue with regard thereto,

The CovuisstoNEr of Preric Works had only to
eay, with reference to the first part of the question,
that no further correspendence had taken place since
that which was published 1n the Blue Book of 1856,
As regarded the second part of the question, he ad-
mitted the importance of the subject, though he
thought 1ts discussion would at present be premature.
He would, however, endeavour to give an outline of
the course intended to be pursued by the Government
on the subject of immgration, There was a balance
in the hands of the Commussioners sufficient to bring
out one shipload of emigrants per month dunng the
present year. Iitherto, half the proceeds of the land
sales had constituted a fixed sum for the purpose, but
the new Constitution had placed the entire fund under
the control of the Parliament, and 1t was proposed
that,ngtead of the money coming from, any particular
fund, the whole receipts of the colony should go 1into
the genetal revenue, and that the Parliament should
judge from year to year what amount of labour 1t was
requisite to 1mports This plan would have the further
advantage of bringing the subject of immigration under
annual consideration, not only as regarded the amount,
but the classes of persons to be brought out, which
would be very desirable as the colony progressed For
instance, 1t would have dimimshed the cost of existing
railways had such foresight been exercised as to have
imported labourcrs accustomed to the particular de~
scription of work. It might be useful, therefore, for
such questions to engage annually the attenuon of the
representatives of the people, Then, again, the ques-
of agency would have to be considered, and it was
proposed that 1t should be left 1n the hands of the Par-
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Liament for the time being to apppint an agent for the
general affairs of the colony It could not but have
been observed that the Commussioners had betrayed an
amount of ignorance of the distinctive wants of the
colony only to be accounted for or excused by the fact
of their having been called upon to act for various co-
lonies in differeny parts of the world, He could not
doubt, therefore, that all would agree n considering
the appointment of an agentof our own desirable An-
other guestion for conswderation, was the reprodudtive
expenditure, as he might call 1t, of the fand They
all knew to what an extent the colony had suffered 1n
the loss of labayr through the attractions of the neigh-
bouring provinee, and 1t was probable the evil migat
be partly avorded by a more careful selection of emi-
grants, therefore, 1t was proposed to encourage nomi-
nated immigration, as being the most likely to secure
persons who would remain 1 the colony Some diffi-
culty had arisen from the emigration orders not being
transferable. To obviate this 1t was proposed that em-
barkation orders should be issued, which should be
purchasable at home at such price as the Parhament
from time to time might determine. Another proposi-
tion was, (0 enable capitalists coming to the colony to
bring out servants with them, and to claim, at the end
of a certain period, the repayment of the passage-
money, or 1ts deduction from the price of any land they
might purchase. He was not prepared at present to
say to what amount of consideration the German colo-
nists were entitled, They amounted now to about
one-tenth of our population, and were certainly most
useful celomists The subject, hownever, would be open
for consideration, as the vote was to be an annual one,
The whole question would have to be considered by
the Government and the present Parliament, with a
view to adopting such a system as would be the most
useful to the colony.

The House then adjourned to Thursday.

HQUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

Tuespay, Max 12. B
GAWLER TOWN RAILWAY.

Mr Dutton presented & petition, signed by 1,600
people, all of whom were holdeis of property, praying
that the Gawler Town Railway be extended to the
South Para.—Received and read.

VACANCIES.

The Attorney-General rose to move that a wnt be
1ssued to fill the place left vacant by the resignation of
Charles Simeon Hare in that House.—The Speaker
said a writ had been 1ssued under a olause which
enabled him to do so without a notice by the House —
The Attorney-General, mn answer to Mr Blyth, said a
writ had, he beheved, been 1ssued for Barossa The
nommation would be on the 28th instant, the election
on the 29th, and the return on the lst of June,~Mr,
Blyth thought the Government should give notice to
the House when a writ really was issued —Mr Bagot
agreed with this, and thought a little delay should be
allowed before the writs were 1ssued for filling up
vacancies —The Chief Secretary said the Government
werébound to 1ssue the writs, at once, without delay or
notice —The Attorney-General said, with regard to
what the Speaker had stated, there must be a resolution
of the House sanctioning the issue of a wnit He
would, therefore, move that a writ be 1ssued to fill the
place left vacant by Charles Simeon Hare.—Seconded
and agreed to.

ELECTORAL ACT AMENDVENT BILL,

The Chief Secretary laid on the table a Bill to amend
the present Electoral Act. It had been stated in the

Governor's speech that the Electoral Law had been
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found eumbersome and eostly, and he need not there-
fore go into any explanation. Its object was to remedy
the evils referred to —Read a first time, and second
Yeadung fixed for Tuesday next.

REGULATION OF WASTE LANDS BILL.

The CommisstoNER of CRowN Lawps said, in moving
the second reading of the Bill, 1t would be seen that 1t
was not propdsed to make any matenal alteration 1n
thelaw existing up to the proclamation of the new consti-
tion. The Bill was rather a curtailment of the old law
than an alteration of 1ts provisions A clause in the
old Act relating to special surveys was omitted, and
the 4th clause of the present Bill was put 1n 1ts place.
With reference to the 5th clause, authonsing the Go-
vernor to sell, he would observe, that there was uo
power to grant leases mn the Bill ; that the words were
precisely the same as those of the old Act, and
therefore the woids were sufficient, ag they had been
construed as giving power to grant leases  ‘Lhere were
but two classes of land (town and country) now instead
of three—town, suburban, and eountry—as heretofore
Several matters provided for in the old Act, such as
making payment in England, were now considered
unnecessary, and conseéquently were onmatted Under
the Act of 1846 (9 and 10 Vic) a pre.emptive nght
was granted to the holders of leases under certain cir-
cumstances. They were never adopted 1n the regula-
tions, and they were not included in the present Bill,
He moved that 1t be now read a second time,

Mr Huverrs asked 1f the old rule of not expecting
members to pledge themself to principles mn agreeing
to the second reading of & Bill held good n this House.

The Crirr SecrETARY could not lay down any prin-
eiple for the guidance of hon. members,

Mr Huanzs would be obliged, then, to oppose the
second reading of the Bill  The last clause struck at the
very root of the principle upon which the colony was
founded. It provided that the proceeds of the land
sales should be paid to the credit of the general revenue.
Under the old Act the purchaser of land had a know«
ledge that one moiety of the purchase-money went for
public improvements, and the rest for the introduction
of labour; but under the new system they would have
no certanty of any advantage {from the proceeds of the
land sales. (Hear) He considered that eny purchaser
of land should have a rnight to nominate parties as
immigrants. He was not for theimmediate outlay of the
Land Fund, but he insisted that a pogtion of it should
be kept sacred for immigration purposes, on which the
labouring man, who became a purchaser of land, might
operate for the introduction of his relatives, How was
the money expended which had been applied to
what was called reproductive works® What bgnefit
was 1t to the country to expend a large amount on the
bridge and road between North and South-Adelade?
‘What benefit did the country derive from the Glenelg
Jetty or the City Water Works? If the Government
permsted m the proposed system they would soon prove
the fallacy of the Attorney-General's declaration that
there could be no parties in that coleny, as it was cer-
tain to raise up a country and a town party. He was
alarmed to hear the Commmssigner of Crown Lands
decry the mmportation of labour because labour was
dear, (Hear f The Government never could be the
gredt employers of labour 1n that colony, for if they so
raised the rate of wages as to render 1t impossible, by
mcreasing the cost of production, for the farmer to sell
his produce 1n other colonies, the result must be to
destroy the Land Fund by discouraging the extension
of farming. ¥e admtted that 1n 1854 there were many
labourers unemplayed, but that was owing to the
shameless selection of amproper labourers, just gs they

.
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afterwards had been burdened with unsuitable Irish
orphans, (Hear,hear) The development of the South
Austrelian mines had, he was persuaded, attracted as
many or more labourers from other colonies than had
afterwards left for the Vietorian gold-fields. (Hgar)
A moety of the Land Fund was not a whit too much
to set apart for the purpose of introducing Jabour, He
thought a clause might with propriety be introduced
into the Bill to raise a revenue from newly issued pase
toral leases, that maght help to pay the interest on the
rallway bonds, and give confidence to the public ere-
ditor. He was ngt an employer of labour, and had no
particular interest to serve, but, as a South Australian,
he must enter his protest aganst the rumnous poley
which the Bill before the Heuse would initiate ; and hea
must oppose 1ts second reading, as the hon the Chief
Secretary had intimated that he must take 1t as a
whole, and not attempt to modify any clause in Com-
mittee, '

Mr., Warermousz would support the Bill. He ad-
mitted that the old land sales system had been highly
heneficial, and that 1t was difficult to say whether the
colony owed most to the sale of land 1n small sections,
or the continuous introduction of labourers. He was
constitutionally mclined to let well alone; but he
thought that where the Legislature was competent to
1ts other duties, 1t must be competent to declare from
year to year how much of the public revenue could be
wisely applied to the introduction of labour. (Hear,
hear) It was possible, he thought, to apportion the
expenditure 50 as not only to introduce labour, but te
keep 1t here. (Hear) It was quite possiblethat town
and country parties might anse, but he apprehended no
muschief from that, There was power to sell and to
lease 1n the Bill, but there was no power to grant
mmeral leases, le considered such power highly
essential to the development of colomal wealth, If
the discoverers of pastoral districts were to have the
benefit of thejr discoveries, surely the discoverers of
mineral wealth should have a similar advantage. He
was of opinion that land ence having passed the fall of
the hammer should be open to be claimed on lease,
with a night of purchase, by poor cultivators, (Hear,
hear) e would support “the second reading of the
Billy reserving the nght to suggest amendments in
Commuttee,

Mr. Burrord did not agtee with the hon member
for the Port, for he thought the altered circumstances
of the colony required the alteration in the manage-
ment of the wasto lands proposed n this Bill. Tha,
colony had attained a pre-emmence which was hikely
to induce a large :immigration, and:f the nomination
principle was adopted 1t would be better than any
gratuitous system. He did not think the public creditor
would see anything 1n the proposed alteration to alarm
him. The best policy for the future would be to pro-
vide for the distnbution of wealth, and not 1ts concen.
tration  That was a state of things perhaps mnseparable
from the 0ld system of indizect taxation, but 1t required
alteration. They would do wisely to resort to a better
plan, and the public creditor would denive additional
secunity from the adoption of that plan. By cutting
down the s1ze of the sections for sale to the ‘means of -
humble purchasers, who would, by cultivation of their
purchases, become a stalwart yeomanry, they would
obtamn prosperity—that best of security, He had no
fear of evil from the exstence of town and country
partzes, Oppusition was always beneficial te progress,
He saw nothing in the argument founded on the votes
for public works, (Hear, hear.} It wasfound that gt
public meetings there was generally an outery against
immgration, but the labourers had settled the guestion
long ago, by showing their perfect mndependence. He
confessed that the principle of the Bull, which was hke
the postseript of & lady’s letter, was what he most ad.

ey
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mired in it (Hear, and a Iaugh ) If the Government
could not be trusted 1n one respect, they could not in
another, but 1f they had a Government i which they
could trust as to public werks, they should also trust
them as toimmigration, (Hear, hear )

Mr. Banguoe supported the second readmg of the
Bill, feehing that the expenditure for immgration
should be regulated, not so much to meet the demands
of a clags, as to secure the general welfare of the com-
munity. He had sufficient confidence in their consti-
tution, to leave to that House, and to future Houses,
the management of all matiers on which the public
prospenty depended.

Mr. Duxé said the people were buying land weekly
tnder the impression that when labour was required 1t
would be imported It was clear that when the re-
venue fell off, the departments would be provided for

~ in the first instance, and & dimimished sum would then,
of frecessity, be set apait for immigration It should
he borne 1n mind that this was solely an agricultural
country, and that wheat was the only staple produce
(No,no) To rase the price of labour 25 per cent,,
therefore, would be ruinous to the farming interest.

Captain Hanr felt ealled upon to support a proposi-
tion to set apart a certain sum for the introduction of
ymmugrants, and he did so 1n _opposition to a Mimistry
whom he had fosmerly opposed when they submitted a
scheme for borrowing £600,000 for that very purpose
(Hear, hear.) The question was, that a sum should be
set apart to be held sacred until required for immigra-
sion. That was the simple principle upon which the
second reading of the Bill was opposed The Bill,
however, was supported on another ground—that was,
that there was no necessity at all for providing for the
wimportation of labour. That, in fact, was the real
question before the House, He was opposed to the
old system where mapplicable, but a reaction was
taking place They were now 1 want of labour, thewr
payments were now mgh enough to compete with
other colonies. The question now was, were they pre-
pared to legislate so as to compel capitalists to leave
the colony as labourers had hitherto done. (Hear,
hear ) He maintamed that the public creditor would
not have the sccurity or the confidence under the
proposed arrangement that he would have 1f there was
a fund in reserve, or a constant importation of con.
sumers to augment the revenue to which he looked for
payment ‘The question to be decided that day was
whether or not they were to have immigration. (No
no) The argument as to trusting the Government
went for nothing, as they could not introduce immi.
grants when they were required, if the means of the
colony were already applied to other purposes, and he
never knew a legislature that did not appropnate allits
avatlable means, He had Eurchased while in England
£500 worth of colonial land for the express purpose of
bringing out the artisans and labourers which he re-
quired, and the intention to leave that power out of the
Bill was an evil which he would attempt to remedy 1n
Commuttes, while he intended also to oppose 1ts second

reading. ,

Mr Miupsep supported the Bill, as it proposed to
carry out the great principle of the Constitution, that
of placing 1 the hands of the colomsts a control over
their Land Fund It would be the duty of the Legis-
lature to see that the revenue was every year properly
appropriated. He held that 1t lay with the House to
determine the guantity and quality of labour required
He believed it would be :mpolitic at present to 1mport
labourers unless some equitable arrangement was made
vath Victoria, by which she would supply her own
wants, He was opposed to assipting persons wha on
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arrval would work for themselves. That he thought
would be unjust to the capitahsts.

The Treast rrr should, had he not been acquainted
with the Bill, have supposed from what he had heard
that 1t was ntended to prevent immigration, while 1t
was 1a fact expressly intended to forward that object.
(Alaugh) No clause in the Bill had been referred to
as preventing the mntroduction of rmmigrants. The
part of the Bill most objected to left 1t to the House to
deteymine what 1mmigration was required cach year
Supposing that a portion of the revenue was laid aside
for immigration, what would be the result? Uader the
Biil, they could offrr as a secunity tha whole of the re-
venue, butif a molety were set aside —

Captain Harr said that the Treasurer was not faurly
putting his argument., He did not cdntend for setung
apart a motety, but a certain sum.

The TreEASURER certainly thought he heard the word
sacred——

Captain Hart had not denied the use of the word
sacred, but of the word mo:ety.

The Treasurer: that would not mend the argu-
ment, for any sum set sactedly apart for immigration
would not be sacred for the payment ot the interest of
a debt How, ther, could 1t increase the confidence of
the public creditor? They had sufficient set apart for
immigration at present, but if, 1n addition to that, they
had to set apart £80,000, the means of progress would
be reduced to that extent e would not recommend
any loans that would involve interest exceed ng
£100,000 per annum, but if the £80,000 was to be set
aside, he cotld not recommend borrowing to any such
extent No doubt the colony had progressed under
the old system, but it did not follow that under the
altered carcumstances 1t should continue to prosper by
thatsystem 'To introduce labourers now would be ta
throw the money away, Persons would combine to
purchase land, notwithstanding the guarantée as to the
appropniation of the Land Fund had ceased, ‘That had
not been acted on for some two years, and yet the land
sales had not fallen off After the Bill had passed, 1t
wouid be competent to capitalists to purchase land 1n
England, and get embarkation orders all thesame aa at,
present, ¢

#r Mazrxs supported the second reading of the Bill.
When the Government proposed to borrow £560,300
for immigration purposes, he had no doubt but that
such a measure was necessary. (No, na) However,
what occurred then had nothing to do with what
exmisted now, and he could not see what object any one
had x;x opposing the second reading of the Biil. (Hear,
hear.

’
<

Mz, Youne thought if the House was competent to
deal with one-half of the Land, it was competent to
deal with the whole of 1t That was the principle on
which the country had expressed 1tself fully some years
ago, when objecting to the presence in that House of
nomunees, If a portion of the revenue was set apart
for one purpose, another part could be set apart for
other purposes, but it was the right of that House to
deal with the entire revenue of the eolony.

Mr. Reysorps supported the Bill. Anhon. gentle-
man precent had referred:-to his opposition purposes,
There was, however, aslight maccuracy 1n the reference
At that time an opposition was offered to the intention
of the Government to borrow such an amount for the
prosecution of pubhc works, and the provision as to
immigration was oaly contingent on the derangement
of the labour market. (Hear, hear) Were it not for
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the discovery of the gold-fields, he did not know what
would have become of the unemployed labeurers then
n the colony There was at that time a state of things
which should not have arisen had the eolomal Legis-
lature power to alter the immugration system He con-
sidered that the fact that a majority of the members in
that House were country members, would always secure
& vote for the introduction of labour when 1t was re-
quired If South Australis would pay as highly for
labour as her neighbours, those who were now casually
employed would comein the hope of obtamning constant
employment, If she could not offer such wages, the
men introduced by her Land Fund would not remamn,
they would go to where they could obtain higher wages
They should avoid the old system, by which the colony
lost, 1n the desertion of iminigrants, ® sum equal to one-
half of the moiety derived from the land sales, If the
motion placed on the paper by the Lon, member (Capt
Hart) was carried, there could be no doubt that there
would be anincreased demand for immigrants  He (Mr
Reynolds) was also in favour of smaller sections than
those containing 640 acres ; but he would support the
second reading of the Ball,

Mr, Scauurrr consdered that the sals of land in
blocks so large as 640 acres wounld tend to throw 1t into
the hands of jobbers, who would put 1t up and sell 1t
to the cultivators at a greatly enhanced price (Hear,
hear} He thought also with the hon. member (Mr
‘Waterhouse) that the discoverers of mineral wealth
should be entitled to leases of such discoveries. He
was algo iclined to consider that the leasing of land
that had been offered for sale and passed would be an
wnportant mode of developing the agricultural eapa.
bilities of the colony. If some such plan were not
adopted, considerable tracts of land would, he feared,
fall into the hands of speculators. With regard to the
principle in the last clause, 1f it had been acted upon
some time back, the colony would have been greatly
benefited. He felt that the arguments of the hon
member (Captan Hart) had been misrepresented. He
merely asked for the retention of a certain sum for each
year, at the end of which, 1if 1t was not wanted, 1t
would be at the dispasal of the House. He would sup-
port the second reading.

The ATrorNrY-GENERAL considered the Bill quite
sure- to be read a second time, but would remark on the
proposition of leasing lands to persons unable fo pur-
chase them, The history of colonization was a history
of the failure of every attempt to carry out such an
object It was found impossitle to devise a plan to
compel any persen to cultivate land after 1t had been
leased to him., It was admtted, again, that every soher
and mdustrious man could, 1n a few years, be in a
posttion to purchase land (Hear, hear ) Had it not
been for the distwibing nfluence of the gold-fields, and
the logs that the withdrawal of our population had en-
tailed on the Land Fund, he would have been probably
for the appropriation of one-half of the Land Fund to
immigration  But with the experience of those dis-
turbing mnfluences, he was for retaming the nght to
legislate for the colony, according to the varying cir-
cumstances of each year If the sum proposed to be
set apart was not to be expended oni1mmigration, 1t wad
a sham The plan of 1861, which had been referred to,
was to borrow £500,000, two-thirds of which was to
be expended on yublic works, and one-third on the
wntroduction of labour. It was clear that, at that
time, such a large expenditure would have greatly
affected the labour market, and it wss deemed pru-
dent to provide for that contingency, With those re-
marks, he would support the BLull.

M=z. DurrieLp considered the debste had turned
more on the details than on the principle of the Bull,
He would oppose the second reading, because the Bill

e

was opposed to the principles on which the colony was
founded, The three great ingredients of culonisl
prosperity were then held to be land, capital, and
labour. "1t had been said that the -majority in that
House were country members. He said, without in-
tending offence, that that was a mist<ke Representa-
tives of country districts they had, but the gentlemen
were not acquainted with the wants of the country
When gentlomen said labourers were not wanted 1n
the country, he told them they were mistaken, and that
a great extent of land would be lef: uncultivated for
want of labour He maintained that the City of Ade-
laide and Port Adelaide had heretofore monopolised
the representation of the colony He would vote
agamnst the second reading of the Bill, not because 1t
was ntended to set aside immugration, but because he
thought that would be 1ts effect.

Mr Knicravrr thoughtit an object of great import.
ance to improve the means of carryng produce to
market It would also be an advaatage to small land-
holders to allow them a few wecks to purchase land
that had been passed at auction

Mr Peaxe supported the second reading of the Rill,
reserving to himself the might to criticise 1t 1n Com-
mittee, It was a great constitutional principle that the
House should keep a strict watch over 1ts annual publis
expenditure,

Mr. Corn thought 1t impolitic to reta'n a larger sum
for immigrants than might be requured. They ought
to retan 1n theiwr hands the power to apply therevenue
according to the exigencies of the hour (Hear, hear)

Mr Lindsay thought hon members who opposed the
Bill might, if they carried their object, defeat their own
ends He would support the second reading.

1

Mr Hay said, 1n reference to the remarks of thé hon
members for Barossa and Mount Barker (Messrs. Duf.
field and Dunn), that those gentlemen might consider
themselves the peculiar champions of the country inte-
rests, but he, a country member, took a different view
from them, and would support the Bill He could not
consent to hand over any portion of the Land Furd to
the tender inercies of any Government to be expended
ornot as they pleased on immigration He thought the
amount to be appropuiated to the intreduction of labour
should be annually voted by that House. He was not
for confining the House to any sum, it might be more
or less, according to ecircumstances, than a reolety of
the producs of the land sales, When labour was re-
quired 1t should be introduced, and when 1t was not
wanted the money should be expended i public 1m-
provements The Act should be so framed as to make
its 1ntention clear, and leave nothing to be inferred by
M:nisters, {Hear, hear )

The CowurssioNer of CrowN LaNDs was not opposed
to immigration, but he had no desire to introduce colo-
msts who would not remain and develop the resources
of the colony, (Hear, hear) He was oppesed to class
legislat'on; although he admitted that under certan
eircumstances it might benecessary. It would be um-
possible for that House to regulate the labour market,
now that immigration to one colony was immigration
to Australia generally. They could not reduce the
cost of production of wheat by an importation of labour
that would not remain m the colony, and the proposal
to do so was as unsound as to propuse 4o encourage
agriculture by giving so much per bushel on wheat He
did not think any great benefit had arsen or would
arse from mineral leases, neither did he think 1t ad-
visable to follow the example of Victonia on the
squatting question  He did not anticipate any attempis
to unterfere with existing contracts, and, for the rest,
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he was conwinced, that, to rase the price, would, owing
to the dis'ance and character of the land 1n new runs,
cdiminish the revenue. (Hear )

‘The Bill was then read a second time, commuttad, and
the further consideration m Committee made an Order
of the Loay for Friday.

IMMIGRATION RESOLUTIONS

The further consideration of these resolutions was
mzde an Order of the Day for Friday

The House adjourned tiil Thursday following.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
TaURsDAY, MAY 14,

TRAMWAYS

Captain Bagor asked leave to withdraw the motion
on the above subject which stood 1n his name, so as to
enable Mr Baker to introduce as a substantive motion
the amendment of which he had given notice conun-
gently —Mr Baker wished the hon Captamn Bagot to
adopt his amendment 1n lieu of his own maotion He
thought that hon gentleman the most fitting person to
bring the subject forward —Captain Bagot objected to
thatcourse If he adopted the hon gentleman’s motion,
and 1t was carried, 1t would place hum 1n the position
of being Chairman of the Commuttee, which he did not
think desirable, as hehad already formed and expressed
such strong opimions 1n faveur of tramways. He would
ask leave to wthdraw his motion altogether —Leave
granted —Mr Baker still hoped the hon gentleman
(Captain Bagot) would act as Chairman of the Com-
mittee  (Hear, hear, and ¢ No, no,”” from Captan
Bagot) He would move then for the setung aside of
the Standmg Orders, to enable him te bring forward
hus amendment as a substantive motion.—Leave granted

RAILWAYS AND TRAMWAYS.

Mr Baxsgr, by leave of the Counci], then moved,
that 1t be referred to a Select Committee to enquire and
report whether in the general introduction of the rail-
way system into this province, tn heu of ordinary roads,
1t would be most expedient to adopt the Jocomotive
system, or one adapted to animal power, and that it be
annstruction to such Commuittee to ascertamn and report
as to the comparative expense of ferming and establish-
g such systems respectively, betweenany given termm,
specifying separately the estimated cost of each system
between such termini— distinguishing the earthwork
from the rails and permanent-way—of working each
system with an assumed number of passengers and
amount of goods traffic respectively; and thatitbea
further mstruetion to the Commttee to enquire whether
the Adelaide City and Port Raillway and the Gawler
Town Railway mght be more economically worked
by amimal power, and if so, what alterations, if any,
would be required to convert those railwaysinto animal-
power railways, the present cost of working such rail-
ways by locomotive-power, and the mode and cost of
conducting the same traffic on such roads if worked by
amumal power He thought a Commattee appointed
with such mstructions as those would meet their wants,
but he did not think they had sufficiently conclusive
evidence at present, for, 1n all the existing caleulations,
the premises were incorrect, having been based upon an
over estimate of our population and our traffic, He
granted that, in America, or even in Victorna, the system
of railways might be successful, but 1t did not follow
that it should be so here, and he must say that the ex-
penience they had already had through the Port line
tended to show that 1ts establishment was premature.
His motion was not hostile to the railway system, nor,
as had been reported, to the present Government His
object was rather to give the Ministry an opportunity of
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withdrawing from the position they had taken—that of
pledging themselves to the locomotive systea.

Captain Bacor seconded the motion,

The CosdussioNrr of Puarre Works was most
happy, as representing the Government, to be able to
support the motion  He did not know why 1t should
be considered hostile to the Government, inasmuch as
they were as anxious as the hon member could be
for cortect information, and had pledged themselses to
nothing beyond the extension of two particular lines
He considered 1t but fair to give the question itself
the adsantage of full investigation before a Seleet Com-
mittee It must be remembered that few persons,
comparatively, n this province, had any pract.cal
knowledge of railways, which circumstance, together
with the high expectations which had been formed of
their value, rendered enquiry more important.

Mr Morregery had no intention of moving any
amendment, but he should, notwithstanding, have
liked the motion to have provided for an actuval trial of
the two systems He did not think there were the
means of information 1n the country; but they had
1ailways actually at work, and 1if they were also to
establish a line of tramway—say from Gawler to
Kapunda—they might aseertam in about twelve months
the comparative working expenses and general advan-
tages of the two  He would not oppose thée motion,
but he thought the Committee would be going on 1n the
dark as to the working expenses of tramways The
laying down of a short line would give more informa-
tion than could be denved from examiming witnesses,
and he trusted the labours of the Committee would re-
sult mn such a recommendation as he had suggested,
otherwise he should again bring the matter under the
notice of the House,

Captain Scorr said the Goolwa Tramway would
furnish the means of ascertamning the cost of working
as compared with the amount of traffic. With respect
to that part of the motion which referred to working
the Port line by animal power, he was convinced that
the plan would not do fer passenger-traffic, although
1t might perhapsfor a longer distance There was but
a single line of rads, and as that would be required,
both for goods-trams and passenger-trans, the latter
would-only be able to perform three journeys a day,
which would not answer the requirements of the puble,
but would drive them back to the use of Port carts
The motion was one of immense i1mportance, as it
might perhaps affect the expenditure of a large'sum of
money, and the fullest means of mformation should
therefore be secured,

<

The Svrveyor-GryeraL felt that it would be uses
less to oppose the motion, though he Taust remark that
1t was very mopportune, inasmuch as i1t would have
the effect of delaying the extension of the ratltoad
from Gawler to Kapunda, whickk he loeked upon as
being a matter of the very greatest amportave  Other
countries had consented to sacrifice the large sums they
had previously expended on common roads, canals, or
tramways, for the pnrpose of introducing ratways, and
he did not see why they should go back to the practico
ot former days in South Australia, The questionl was
mych misunderstood out bf doors, and people fancied
that the Government proposed to introduce a general
system of railways., This was not the case. They did
not recommend a rallway to the top of Mount Lofty;
which of course was not wanted, but simply two exten-
sions 1n different directions over a country to which
railways were particularly switable. He thought each
proposed hine should be taken on 1ts own ments, but
they could not arrive at any fair conclusion fionx the
traffic return and original cost of the Port Railway,
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which was a short line, and had been constructed at a
time when everything had to be paid for at a very high
rate He believed the Gawler line would shortly show
a far more favourable result The how! member then
read some statements concerning railways in several
American States, remaiking that they were found so
advantageous there, that, not only did proprietors give
the land through which they passed, but the settlers
turned out as voluntcers to ald 1n the performance of
the earthwork In America and Canada, they did not
wait for traffic, but constructed their lines 1n the most
economcal manner, thiough countries very hittle occu-
pred, and he should like to see this colony pursue the
same plan  He certainly thought 1t would be a very
retrogade step to convert existing locomotive lines 1nto
tramways for animal traction  He would rather mamn-
tain and extend locomotive lines 1n directions 1o which
they were likely to pay

Dr Davres believed the country would be rumed
if the locomotive system were attempted to be fully
earried out It would be better to construct lines for
animal power, which could afterwards be adapted to
locomotive engines

Mr ForsTER thought the hon Mr Morphett hadsug-
gested the only course fa'rly open to them 1n that House
He hoped 1t would not be imagmed that hg was opposed
to the railway system, which he wéuld sipport when-
ever 1t should appear practicable, but the question had
hitherto been argued upon, fallacious grounds—a state
of things had been assumed as regarded population and
traffic very contrary to what really existed It was not
pretended that rmlways in this hermsphere would not
pay fur their construction, but 1t was contended that
Government should construct them, because, out of us
1mmense resources, 1t could afford to carry passengers
cheaper than private persons, or, 1n other words, could
afford to Josg more by them (Alaugh) He did not
look upon the present question as one between tram-
ways and railways, but between tramways and mamn
roads At present the cust of keeping the latter in re-
pair was very large, and the question was whether, in
some 1nstances, tramways could not be advantageously
used. He did not say that railways should not be con-
structed 1n some directions where the prospects were
favourable, but that would not furnish the settlers in
other directions with the meens of getting their goods
to market It had been said that araillway was not
wanted to Mount Lofty, but 1t did 1zot follow that they
might not want a common road The hon the Su-
veyor-General had objected to thexr going back to the
practice of former ages To that he would reply, that,
10 & new country, it was necessary to do so. Why,
otherwise, had they begun by building mud huts in-
stead of marble palaces® In a colony, with 100,000
inhabitants, 1t would be madness to mtroduce a general
system of railways, but 1t was not madness to endeavour
to secure the means of inteinal communication by more
economical means The hon Surveyor-General had
referred to gratuitous grants of land 1n America and to
voluntary labour upon railways. He (Mr Forster) was
rcady to admut, that, if the same economical arrange-
ment could be made here, and also be extended to the
working of the carriages, he would be one of the last to
rmise any further objection to adopt'ng thesystem, (A
laugh.)

Major O'Havrorax was glad to see that only one
hon gentleman had opposed the motion, and he would
remind that horn gentleman that the country generally
had declared aganst a general outlay upen railways
There was no analogy between this colony and the
thickly peopled States of America, nor even with the
wealthy province of Victoria. He had no fear of their
bemg ead to go back. It was what they would do
under sumlar circumstances mn their private affawrs, 1If
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he were to set up a carriage, and found he could not
afford 1t, he should retrograde, and walk on foot. (A,
laugh )

Mr. BAgFR, m reply, said the trial’of tramways sug-
gested by the hon Mr. Moiphett mught be recom-
mended by the'Committee 1f they should think 1t neces-
sary. DBut the tnal must be made upon equal terms
A tramway from Gawler to Kapunda would only act a8

a feeder to the locomotive hne leading into Adelawde, _

and 1n that case the latter would of course show to
most advantage, There was no doubt that the locomo.
tive system was the more perfect of the two, but at
present they could not afford to adopt 1t. He fancied
the hon Swiveyor-General had made something like a
bull when he sad that 1n America the inhabitants of
the unpeopled districts turned out to assist mn the con-
strnction of railways (A laugh) He imagined the
Lines, though passing through unoccupied land, con.
nected thickly-peopled districts, and; 1 that case, there
could be lttle doubt” that both were benehted, He
thought 1t likely that some kind of rail mught be
adopted which would answer the general traffic of
the country for heavy as well as light vehicles, the
latter turning off the line to pass the former, and
afterwards drawing on to 1t again  He belifved the
hon Captain Bagot was acquanted with some system
of the kind, and Be hoped, not only that the House
would place him on the Commatte, but that the Com-
mittee would appoint him Chairman. (Hear, hear,
and a laugh ) He did not see that his motion was n-
opportune, as he had brought 1t forward as soon as pos-
sible after the Government policy had been announced.
It would be far more nopportune to leave the enquiry,
as had so often been the case, until the money had
been laid out, and 1t was too late to retrace their steps.

Question put and passed, and the following gentlemen
placed upon the Select Committee —Captain Bagot,
the Surveyor General, Mr Morphett, Mr Ayers, and
Mr Baker.

To report on Thursday, June 11,

CONSOLIDATION OF THE LAWS

Mr Baxer moved that in the epinion of this Council
the mode of legislation by reference 1s cumbrous and
mconvenient, calculated to render the law upon any
given subject obscute and difficult of comprehension’,
that 1t has had the effect of multiplying the number of
Ordinances m our Statute Book, and 18 a fruuful
source of hitigation and expense, and that 1t 1s destrable
to repeal all obsolete and unnecessaiy Acts, and to
consolidate the laws 1n force in this province. He had
observed that the practice generally obtained 1 this
colony of multiplying amendments to Acts, As anin-
stance of this he might mention the Constitution Act,
whch, nstead of dealing with the subject at one view,
referred to several previous enactments, and even to
Acts of tie Impernal Parhament It would have been
much more convement to have had their whole power
comprised in one measure. ‘khesame difficulty occurred
In many other cases, where, instead of referring to a
single Act, 1t was necessary to look through sx eor
seven—a system which rendered necessary a very
fiequent resort to legal advisers. He would propose
that, for the future, instead of amending cld Acts, they
should pass new ones—a practice which was now
being adopted 1n England, and he would suggest that
the recommendation of the Commission there to that
effect should be acted upon in this colony There had
been more than 300 Acts passed in South Australia,
some of which had become obsolete, and others were
so amended as tg be unintelhigible, He would like to
see them consolidated, and published 1n a single volume
at a moderate price If his motion were carred, it:
would become s duty to go intg detail, and to recom-
mend some mode of carrying out the principle he advo-




103]

cated—whether by a Government Commission, by a
Commuttee of that House, or some other means,

*
Mr Gwynne seconded the motion He could hard!
be expected to give a silent vote upon such a subJec{
Any one who chose to take the trouble of examining
the vanic us Statutes relative to aliens wéuld see bow
eomplicated they were, as he had had an opportumty
of observing on the occasion of a recent enquiry
He only mentioned that as one nstance, but he could
cite wanv others if needful He must say, however,
that much of the difficulty arose, not from local, but
frow 1mperial leg.slation  He might refer to the very
hirst Bill which had been brought before them relative
to tonnage dues, which cymmenced by reference to the
Act constituting the Harbour Trust, and was sufficient
to show that the system complained of was still in
operation  He feared, however, that the work of codi-
fy ng the statute laws of the colony would be far too
onerous to be imposed upon an unpaid Committee of
that House He should be sorry to act in such a
matter without a fee, the more especially as he con-
ccived the duty to fall properly upon the pad law
officers of the Crown He would suggest, as a first
step, the codifving as they went on, and the passing of
no new Bl referring to a former measure To revert
to the Bill before them 1f that plan were adopted, they
must, wstead of passing a short Act, 1e-draw and
amend the old one That would nvolve so much
labour, particularly 1f the old laws were to be codified
also, that 1t would be necessary to enlarge the salaries
and mcrease the staff of the law officers of the Crown
He certamnly feared they would find that though the
proposed method might, like the railway system, be
by far the best, 1t would prove, like that, enormously
expens'ie,

Captain Bacor sypported the motion, The Bull
be‘ore them (the Tonnage Duties Bill), repealed part
of a former Act, and added some fresh provieions to 1t,
80 that neither Act cpuld be of any use w1 hout the
other It might be expensive to codify the law, but it
would confer a corresponding benefit upon the cqlony.

Mr Forsrer shonld not have suppnsed, had 1t not
been for the opmion of the hon and learned membher
Mr Gwynne, that the expense would be so great It
appeared to him rather a matter of scissers and paste—
cutting out such glauses as were repealed, ard stickinfg
1 such as had been added. But, even it the expense
m printing and otherwige were large, he still thought
1t would be beneficial if the intention of the resolution
could be carried out ’

Myr. Baxer feared the hon and learned member (Mr.
G «ynne) had somewhat misunderstood hum Herecom-
mended rather the consplidation than the codification of
the laws, and that he thought would tend to make
amendments less common Many amendments had
been Introduced without thewr bearing upon existing
Acts being percewved ai the the time, and thus laws had
n some 1nstances become so complicated, that even the
legal gentlemen themselves could scarcely understand
them. Ile had been absolutely puzzled by looking
through the various Acts referiing to the powers of that
Parliament  One referred to another, and the Acts
relating to other colonies were 80 drawn 1n, that he could
arrive at no result, The hon. and learned member (Mr,
Gwynne) said he would not undertake the task of con-
solidating the law. He had hoped when the hon and
learned gentleman seconded the motion, that he would
have consented to de so so0, and he hoped e stall, for by
lending his efficient aid, he would justfy the good
opmnion of the community who elected him, and would
place the colony urder a debt of gratitude which would
never be discharged, so long as the name of Gwynne
was remembered (A laugh) He-was not gure that |
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the expense of printing new Acts would be any greater
than that of keeping up, as was at present necessary,
the copies ot old gnes, at all events, the convenience
would be great, and, as regarded the old Acts, he thought
with the hon member Mr Forster, that 1t would be
more a matter of pagte gnd scissors than anything else.
With respect to future Acts, he would have each refer
to one subject, and each made complete in 1tself He
did not see what tonnage dues could have to do with
wharf frontages, yet both were included in the Bill
to which reference had been made. If his motion were
garried, he should move that 1t be communicated by mes-
sage to the House of Assembly, from whom they had re-
ceived that Bill  As regarded the labour of consohi-
dating the laws, he trusted that he should not lay
himself open to the censure, that * fools rush in where
angels fear to tread,” if he ventured to offer his own
services to undertake the work which he had hoped ta
induce the hon Mr Gwynne to perform. He would
himself, unless they shquld shoula prefer the appoint-
ment of a Commussion or a Select Commuttee, direct
his attention to the work of consolidation, and would
provide such assistance as might be necessary for the
purpose,

Carried unanimously.

Mr Baxer moved that the resolution just pasted be
communicated by the President to the House of As-
sembly

The motion was carried, and the Clerk, by direction
?{f the President, conveyed the message to the other
ouse,

PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS.

Mr Bager next moved that in the opinion of this
House the time has arrived when 1t 1s desirable to
ensure a reliable report of the proceedings in Parhia-
ment, and the speeches of members thereof, and that
1t be an instrucuon to the Standing Orders Commattee
to communicate with the Standing Orders Committee
of the Hoyse of Assembly, with a view to report upon
the best and most economical mean8 of procuring the
same., In bringing forward this motion, he had not the
least intention to complamn of the reports at present
published. So far from that, he considered, that, both
in former sessions, and 1n the present one, so far as1t
had proceeded, they were for the most part very fair
and correct. He had submitted a similar motion to
the late Council, but, at that time, 1t was considered
premature, e must say, however, that,n his opinion,
the course suggested was the only way ta heep public
men honest. It was true they had at present the news-
paper reports ; but 1t was useless to refer to them as
showing what a particular speaker had said upen some
former occasion ; for he would turn round directly and
reply, * Oh, 1t’s incorrectly reported, 1it’s a horrnd
paper, I never said anything of the kind.” (Laughter )
When he formerly brought the subject under the
notice of the IHouse, negociations were commenced with

"one of the ¢xisting newspaper establishments, by means

of which the published reports might be submitted to
each speeker tor approval, and printed afterwards in
the form of a book, with which every member should
be supphed, and which would conpstitute something
hke a colontal Hansard It would be much more easy
to refer to any debate 1n a book, than m a file of news-
papers, and such reference would often be both inte.
resting and useful 1n future years, as showing ‘why any
particular alterations had been made 1n the laws, and
by what arguments they had been enforced He
thought, thergfere, that they should endeavour if pos-
sible to secure such reports as he had referred to, which
could be put forth withsome degrce of authority, bound:
up, and properly indexed He had suggested in the
motion, that the arrangements should be left to the
Standing Orders Commaittee, ag 1t referred tothe husi-
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ness of the House, and they had already been antho
nsed to communmicate with the other branch of the
Legislature  In his own opinion, they would be quite
right 1n 1ncurring some small present ezpense for the
purpose of securing the advantages to which he had
referreda  He said **present’” because 1t was Likely that
the subsequent sale of reports would repay the cost He
had no {aith in those public men who were 1n the habit
of altering their opinions from day to day He did not
deny that there were oceasionts which might justify such
changes, but they all knew, that, 1n the old country,
they were very otten made for the sake of place, and
the same might happen 1in this new country He
thought such a record as he had suggested was greatly
tg be desired

Question put and crrried,
House adjourned t1ll Tuesday next

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

TuurIDAY, MARCH 14,

The Spesker announced that his Excellency had
directed the 1ssue of a wnt for Yatala, 1o pursuance of
the vote of the House.

THE MOUTH OF THE MARRAY,

The Treasurer laid on the table a report of the Har-
bour-Master relating to the survey of the mouth of the
Murray It was ordered to be printed, with the charts
appended hthographed.

RQADS AND BOUNDARIES,

Mr Blyth move for leave to bring in a Bill to define
main roads and disputed boundaries  He had,-as Dis-
trret Chairman, found that many roads were delineated
on lapd-grants, but did not appear on the authenticated
maps of the province, and vice versa, In some cases,
also, roads had been altered by consent or arrangement,
but, as no sufficient sanction had been obtained, cases
were open to litigation  He would, by the proposed
Bill, endeavour to cure these ewils, and he was afrad,
1 1t was not sufficient for the purpose, that the only
remedy would be an entirely new survey of the colony.
—Mr Dunn said there were many wstances of roads
having been enclosed without anyauthority —TheTrea-
surer thought 1t would \e of great importance to have
the public maps in duplicate, one copy of cach to be
deposited 1n the Registry Office That would provide
for the contingency of a fire at the Survey Office, and
the reparation of maps worn out by daily use He re.
gretted that a measure which he had introduced,
with the view of extending the usefulness of the Re-
gistry, had been set aside by a Select Commiitee to
which 1t had been referred. He would support the
motion.—Dr Wark would support the motion, feel ng
that 1t would asvert rauch htigation —lhe Attorney-
General said there were two classes of questions which
should be dealt with—one between individuals, and
the other between individuals and the public e ap
prehended that the plan of submituing private disputes
to Commussioners to be paid by the parties requiring
thewr cecision wquld answer very well, but tor the
more embarrassing matters, 1  which the public
were interested, it was a gquestion, whether larger
powers shauld not he granted to the Commussioners,
and whether the public should not defray at least
a part of the expenses The main South-road had
been laid out after the land was sold. [t was adopted,
and the traffic passed along 1t, but the Governwment
arranged, as a compensation to the landowners, to close
up the old roads The question had, however, been
raised as to whether the Government had power to
close roads once dedicated to the use of the public
The settlement of that guestion was a matter which
1t would be convenient to provide tor by giving in the
Act a power to settle 1t 1here were’other roads lad
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out, according to the maps, on precipitons land, whera
the owners allowed a practicable road to the publie,
To resume, 1n such cases, the authonsed road, would
interrupt the exisung trathc  He threw out these re-
marks that the hon mover mught, it he thought fit,
include provisions in the Bifl to meet such cases —
Mr Blyth said there was a proyision 1n the Bill to meet
the cases referred to by the hon mewmber (Mr Dunn).
He expressed his scknowledgments for tho suggestions
of the Treasurer and the Attorney-General, and would:
attend to them —The motion was put and carned.

TENDERS FOR WATER-PIPES.

Mr Blyth asked the hon. the Chief Secretary why:
the tender of Messrs P Levi and Co. was accepted for
water-pipes, in preference to that of Mr M Martin, a
person tendering at a lower rate than Messrs ¥ Levi
and Co Ie had, he satd, no commumecation with the
person whose tender was rejected, but ashed the ques.
tion on public grounds —The Chief becretary sad the
reasons why the tender in question was not accepted
rested on the consideration that the house of Levi and
Co was wmore extensively engaged in shipping matters
than Mr Martin, and that 1t was prudent of the Com-
missioners to overlook the difference in the amount
demanded, with a view to secure what ‘appearea to
them the most eligible affer —lhe Chief decretary
produced a number of papers on the subject —Mr
Blyth hoped the hon Chief Secretary would lay the
whole of the ;papers proauced on the table,—This was
done, and they were ordered to be printed.

ADELAIDE AND PORT RAILWAY, ~

Mr Babbage moved for a return showing the total
cost of the Adelaide City and Port Railway, and the
branch lines to the wharfs, specifying the cost under,
the following heads.—1 Preliminary expenses previous
to the passing of the Act under which the present lLine
was authonised, 2 Earthwork on the man hine. 3.
Bullast on the main line. 4 Bridges on the mamn line,
8, Culsert on the man hne, 6. Permanent-way on
the main line. 7 Level crossings on the main line.
8 .Adelaide Station buildings. 9 Bowden bdtanon,
10 Alberton, 1l. Port. 12 Branch lmes to the
wharfs. 13, Land and compensation 14. Law. 15,
Fencing 16 Rolling Stock. 17. Stationary engine,
machinery, tools, lathes, tanks, & 18, Muanagement,
wcluding Secretary, Bookkeeper, &c. 18. Engineer-
g, wmcluding surveymng, chamn-men, draftsmen, &ec,
Also, showing the amount rexmbursed from the Gawler
Town Ra.lway funds for the accommodation afforded:
to that railway. And also showimng—1 The length of
the mam ine 2 ‘lhe length of the turn quts, sidings
&c , on the line or at the stations, 3 ‘The length of
the branch line at the Port "’—1he value of the infore
mation asked for was so obvious, thas he would cone
tent himself with moving for the returns —~TFhe Chief
Secretary would support the moton, particularly as
such informatjon was at the present time in the highest
degree desirable ‘Lhe mformanon had indeed been
given 1n other forms, but 1t would be a great task on
the time of hon. members to classity it in the manner
asked for, The Government had, however, great facite
Iities for such a work, and had no objection to under:
take 1t —The motion was agreed to,

PARLIAMINTARY HOUSE AND CITY BRIDGH.

Mr Baseack moved for a return showing—1, The
total cost ot the present Legislative Council Chamber.
2. 'Lhe cost of alterations and addit ons made to 1t,
meluding those made to the old building 3 lhe cost
ot furnmiture, &  Also, a return showing the total cost
of the Lity Bridge and approaches, under the following’
heads --1, Expenditure on the abutments and founda-
tion of the Torrens Bridge 2. Expendituce onr ron-
work obtaned from England 3 Cost of erection and
completion of guperstructure 4 Expenditure in formn,
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tion of road leading to the bnidge. He thought 1t
desirable to have an account df the cost already incurred
in building to accommodate the Legislature before
further cost was incurred It was the more important
to have that information, inasmuch as the Governor-in-
Chief had publicly referred to the application of the
resent building tp the purposes of the South Australian
nstitute, He did not apprehend there would be any
difficulty 1n furnishing the information asked for in
the latter part of his notice —The Chjef, Secretary
suggested a verbal amendment 1n the notice, which
would enable the return to include the cost of the
whole building —The motion was amended as sug-
gested, and agreed to.

CITY AND PORT RAILWAY,

Mr Huaxes had given notice that he would move for
a statement of the expenditure incurred 1n keeping in
reparr the permanent way of the City and Port Railway
in each month since it was opened, and for a like
return from the Railway between Adelatrde and Sals-
bury. He pow requested permussion to amend his
potice by mncluding the cost of constructing the line to
Salisbury, and the number of trains that tiavelled on
the two differentlines, and the cost of repairs occasioned
by floods. His object was to get information as to the
comparative cost of the two railways, as 1t was known
that they were conctructed on different principles, and
such information would be useful in discussions likely
to take place, in that House.~The motion as amended
agreed to. .

QUARTZ REEF AT ECHUNGA

Mr Kniceaury asked the honourable the Commis.
sioner of Crown Lands whether the Government was
aware that Messrs Nicholson and Ewing claimed the
eame grouund, or part of the same ten acres, now leased
to Messrs France, Blundell, & Co, at the Echunga
Quartz Reefs ; and, 1f so, what reasons the Government
had to ignore their claimm, as 1t 1s stated by them that
they origmally opened the Quartz Reef now leased, dis-
covered gold, and, meanwhile, expended a not 1mcon-
siderable sum. He understoed that Mr Chapman ongi-
nally discovered a quartz reef at Echunga, but aban-
doned 1t, when 1t was taken by Mr Nicholson, who
occupied 1t constantly up to the lst January, 1847 He
would, if in order, also ask for a copy of the lease

vanted to Messrs France & Co —The Crown Lands

ommussioner said the Goveinment were not aware that
the ground was claimed by Messrs Nicholsonand Ewing,
when 1t was granted to Messrs France, Blundell & Co
There was, 1n fact, no lease granted, as without further
legislation the Government had no power to grant a
lease —A¢t the request of Mr Krnichauff, the Commis-
sioner placed the papers referred to, and other docu-
ments on the subject, on the table.

STEAM POSTAL COMMUNICATION,

In Committee.

Dr Wark moved, that with a view of establishing
monthly steam postal service between this colony,
Great Brmtamn, and Europe, the Government be re-
quedted to correspond with the Anglo.French Com-
pany whose line i1s now established via Aden fo Mau-
ritius, for the purpose of ascertaiming the amount of
subsidy that Company would require to carry the same
into effect. The expediency and necessity for rapid
postal communication was umversally admitted, A
glance at the globe would satisty any one that by far
the nearest route between England and Austraha was
by the Mauritius There had been a dock recently
constructed at Port Louis which was the admiration of
all seamen, and no matter how effietently or costly
vessels might be fitted out, repairs were sometimes re-
quired (%:[ear, hear) The Company also had one
great recommendation—it carried out 1ts present opera-
tions without any Bntish subsidy That fact would,

he thought, be a reason why they would readily enter
mto an arrangement with South Australia Then, 1t
was but reasonable to expect that Victoria would, wath
its rapidly increasing cultivation, soon cease t0 be a
market for our cereal produce. The Mauritius, on the
other hand, would be a certain and profitable market
for our flour, while 1t produced and could supply us
with the equally essential article of sugar  The advan-
tages of the 1atercourse would be reciprocal, while by
1t South Australia might occasionally repay the conduct
of Victoria, not 1 kind, but by kindly supplying her
occasionally with Enghshnews —Mr, Babbage seconded
the motion —The Chref Secretary would wallingly have
supported the recommendation, but was surprised to
hear noething beyond a eulogy of the Mauritius and a
denunciation of Port Adelaide. (Hear, and a laugh )
—The question was then put and carried.

GAWLER TOWN RAILWAY.

Mr. Duttcn moved that the Honourable the Chief
Secretary request the Railway Commissioners not to
proceed with the works at the terminus of the Railway
near Gawler Town, till the Assembly had decrded upon
the petition presented by him on the 12thinstant — [ha
Chief Becretary requested thc hon gentleman net to
press the motion, as he was not aware what contracts 1t
would affect, or what inconvenience or interruption of
business 1t would occasion —Mr Dutton assented, and

1emarked that, having given the necessary notice, the

petition would, as a matter of course, be printed.

INTRODUCTION OF CONVICTS, °

Mr Waterhouse moved for leave to intreduce ¢ A Bill
mtituled an Act to prevent the mtroduction into this
Colony of convicted felons, and other persons sentenced
to transportation for offences agmnst thelaws * He 1d
not imagine that any opposition would be offerea to
the motion, and would merely give one or two reasers
forit It was well known that Swan River was now
the only convict colony in Australia, and as it presented
fow inducements for criminals to remain there, 1t was
only reasonable to assume that they would be desirous
of obtaiming a settlement 1n other colontes, and nearly
the whole of the exodus of crime would reach South
Austraba  There was alse a peculiarity in the system
of transportation to Swan River The colonists there
wished to have male convicts only, and that of itself
would be an mducement to the men to get away to
colonies where there was not a disprépoition between
the scxes —The Chief becretary would not oppose the
introduction of the Bill, but he would support no Bill
that would interfere with ths liberty of the subject.
(Hear ) 1he Bill was then laid on thetable, read a first
time, ordered to be printed, and the second reading
made an Order of the Day for that day fortmight.

THE COLONIAL SURGEON.

Mr Wartrriotse moved, that this House regrets
that, after the evidence adduced before a Commuittee of
the recent Legislature as te the natwie of the duties
devolving upon the Colomal Surgeon, a gentleman n
the possession of a most extensive private practice
should have been appointed to that office Had he
consulted his own teelings merely, he would have
shrunk from that duty, Where an ndividual had no
personal fechings to gratify, such a motion could only
be brought forward under a strong sense of duty Did
1t relate to a gentleman who was open to the charge of
tieating the persons committed to his care with mnhu-
manity the task would be easy Where such a motion
related to a person either cruel orincompetent, he would
have no hesitation 1n addressing limself to 1t Butat
was a most unpleasant daty, when 1t referred to a gen-
tleman of acknowledged kindness and undenable
ability—(hear, hea1)—a gentleman whom:' he held in
high respect for his eminent and estimable qualities of
head end heart, (Hear, hear) His position, however,
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as a member of that Iouse, required that he should
not shrink from the performance of an unpleasant duty,
and his feelings, however unpleasant on that occaston,
should not influence the course he deemed it his duty
to take. The question was a most important ene to
the destitute, especially the sick destitute Itwasa
question of life and death. The change of Governors,
or the nise and fall of parties, werc matters of httle
moment to the peor in comparison with the manner 1n
which the Colonial Surgeon performed his duties A
negligent performance of those duties might entail the
loss of alife on which the hopes of a family hung, and
leave a wite and children a helpless widow and orphans

(Hear, hear ) The duties ot Coloniai Surgeon were de-
seribed as having chaige of the Hospital, Supcrinten-
dent of the Lunatic Asylum, Chairman of the Vaccine
board, to advise the Government 1n regard of matters
affecting the public health, to wieit the Conviet
Stockade once a quarter, the Gaol three times a week,
and oftener if 1equired, to prescribe for sick destitute
persons receiving Government, aid, and to wvisit all
such as were unable to leave their houses, to at-
tend the Sappers and Miners with their wives and
families, to atiend the Mounted and Foot Police, to
give evidence without fees at the Supreme and
Local Courts, to attend when called on by the
Coroner, and to examine candidates for the Police He
(Mr Waterhouse) admitted that 1t would be difficult
to find any man more competent than Dr Gosse to
pertorm all those multitarious duties , but owing to his
extensive private practice 1t was impossible for him to
devote that attention to those duties which under
other circumstances his own kindly heart would prompt
him to bestow on them  He was willing to admt that
no mortal could do more than Dr, Gosse did, but then
he could not do impossibiiities (Hear) Occasions
would arise also when hig private practice might clash
with the performance of s public duties, when either
the private or the public patient must suffer The
Colomal »urgeon could not be 1n two places at one
time-—(ironical cheers from the Mimistry)—and then
he feared that the patient on the bed of straw must die
that the patient on the bed of down mught ive (No,
no) In ihe svidence given by Dr, Nash before the
Estimates Commuttee, he was asked, “ Are you allowed
private practice ’—* 1 was allowed,” he said, * to
practise privately in my profession, but I felt myself
obliged to give 1t up, I found its pursuits incompatible
with a proper dischargé of my public duties ”* (Ilear)
Then question 2085—‘‘ You say you recently gave up
your private practice "—Not recently ,*I gave 1t up by
degrees. 1 first gave up my country practice, as I
found I could not attend to it and perform the duties
required by Government, and I afterwards relinquished
my private practice 1 town.,”  Question 2095 —
** Would 1t be desirable that a person having an exten-
sive private practice should undertake the duties of
Colomial Surgeon>’'—I should say not, the private
practice or the Government muat suffer, I am confident '
When 1t came to that, when either the private practice
or the Government must suffer, who was hikely to suffer ?
Was 1t the pnivate individual, who could pay for the
attention devated to him, or the poor patient for whom
no extrafee was allowed > North Adelaide was as much
a portion of Adelaide as Rundle-street, yet the poor of
North Adelade, although recerving aid from the publie
Board, were not benefited by the attendance of the
Colonial Surgeon, Again, 1t was found necessary, in
consequence of the many calls on the time of that
officer, to devolve some of the duties upon the House
Surgeon of the Hospital, who was thus frequently
taken away from a place where heshould be 1uconstant
attendance, as casualties might oceur, or erises in the
cases ot patients, which would require lis attendance,
He (Mr Waterhouse) had known one instance where
the Colomal Sutgeon was called and kept away the
whole of one day, and another occasion, in which he

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES. —May 14, 1857,

1110

was absent for several days. He did not” blame that
gentleman for'accepting an office, the duties of which
he no doubt felt himselt competent to perform but he
blamed the Government for appownting a person to those
onerous duties whe had such an extensive private prac-
tice, He would merely call the attention of the House
to the evidence of the late Colomal Surgeon, and
then ask them 1if they could come to amny other
conclusion than that expressed in the motion , (Hear,
hear )

Mr. RevnoLps seconded,

Mr. Durtox admitted that a strong case would have
been made out by the hon mover, had he not omitted
all reference to the smallness of the salary, (Hear,
hear ) Ie had fairly enough stated that 1t was an 1m-
portant office, and they all admitted that the poor
should have the best possible medical advice Could
they, however, expect that a properly qualified person
would be found to devote the whole of s time to the
public duties of an office so badly paid® The hon.
mover had cited suppositious cases to show that death
might ensue 1if the Colcnial Surgeon was engaged else-
where He was net aware that any complaint had
been made, but he knew that the Colomal S8urgeon
was a very energetic man, and his own conviction was,
that he had, up to the present time, efficiently dis-
charged all the duties he had undertaken (Ilear, hear )
He also felt convinced that in no case had Dr Gosse
left home even for a day without making arrangements
to supply his place (Hear, hear ) He admtted there
was much force in the arguments advanced in support
of the motion, and hoped the amount of the salary
would be taken 1nto consideration at the proper time,
if any alteration was made as to the nature of the
duties to be performed by the Colonial Surgeon.

Mr. ScaMmeLr had expected to heat some cases of
neglect referred to in support of the motion, but, in-
stead of that, he heard a high encomium on the gentle-
man referred to. (Hear, hear) ‘lhe remark, how-
fever, that a man on a bed of straw would be left to die,
that a man on a bed of down mght be attended to,
more than obliterated the effect of that encomium., He
thought 1t would be time enough to bring such a
raotion forward when there was a complaint as to some
case of neglect, (Hear, hear ) Such a feeling seemed
to steal over the mind of the hon mover, when he put
the next motion on the paper. He (Mr Scammell) un-
derstood that the limit of the Colomal Surgeon's duty
was one mile from the Post-Office, so that he was not
required to visit North Adelaide, The practice of the
medical profession required talents equal to any ether
profession, not even excepting the law, and the fact
that the Colonial Surgeon had attained eminence 1n his
profession was a preof that he possessed such talents as
justified his appointment, Was the Goverument, then,
to be restricted to a third or fourth class man, because
the salary attached to the office without private
practice would not secure the services of a first-rate
man?® How would the principle embodied 1h the re-
solution apply to the selection of the first law officer of
the Crown?® Suppose the post of Chief Secretary were
vacant, what would the country think of the selection
of an unknown member for that office, 1nstead of calling
in the hon. gentleman, the member for East Torrens,
who seemed destined to signalize himself by hig brilhant
display on that occasion He would move as an amende
ment, that the Government acted on the nght principle
1n selectng the gentleman who fills the office of Colonial
Surgeon.

Mr Burrorp seconded.

The TREASURER, in supporting the amendment, gaid
e was remtn ded, by the speech 6f the hon. mover, o
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those offéniaive drugs which were candied over with
sugar, or some of those deadly snakes whose skirs
ghittered with all the colours of the ramnbow The
sngar and the ghtter were for the public out of doors—
all thnse beautiful and affecting allusions to the poor
man dying on his bad of straw, and the sick man re-
eovering on his bed of down—all those were intended
to take out of doors—but the nauseous kernel, the con-
cealed venom, was ~—

Mr Warrruouse rose to order He would ask the
Speaker whether the Treasurer was juatified in the
enurse of remark in which he was induleing  Ie was
yuputing mnst falsely, to him (Mr Waterh-use) an
attempt to deceive the House, that, with words of
k ndnesz ont hiz lips, he had venomous mahee 1n his
heart Hecould assure the House that the imputation
was most uninst He had stated his feelings, if not
fully, at least fairly, in opeming the question,

The Sprarer ruled that the Treasurer had gone too
far in tmputing motives to the hon. member,

The Trrasvrrr bowed to the decision of the Speaker,
but maintaited that some hberty must be allowed
there (A laugh) He would shaw that the language
of the hon member imputed 1mproper motives to the
medical officer in question when he «poke of the patients
on the bed of straw and the bed of down,

Mr Warrrnovse explained that his object was fo
show that the private practice of the gentleman must
interfere with s public duties.

A long discussion emsued, in which Messre Water.
honse the Treasurer, Mr, Babbage, Mr. Reynolds,
Mr, Marks the Chief Secretary, Mr Peake, the At-
torney-Genera', Mr Bagot, Mr. €medley, the Com.
missioner of Crown Lands, Mr Xnchauff, and Mr.
Hay took part, and Mr. Waterhouse replied.

Mr, Warernorss contended that s ease, based on
the evidence of the Colonial Surgeon, remfained unan-
swered With regard to the disclaimer of the Trea-
gurer, the House heard what had fallen from the hen
member, and would judge whether he (Mr. Waterhouse)
was, 1th bringing forward the motton, influenced by ma-
lignant feelings, while he would not say what weve:
the motives of the hon Treasurer in bringing forward
personahities.  If he expected to be treated with cour-
tesy, he must be ca-eful how he used language which
left such an 1mpresston on his (Mr. Waterhouse’s) mind,
and which, he was convinced, was also the 1mpression
it made on the minds of hon, members generally,

The House divided on Mr. Scammell’s amendment,
wjth the following result . —

AYEs, 19, NOES, 8,
The Chief Secretary Mr. Cole
The Attorney-General Mr. Hay

Commissioner of Crown Mr Krichauff,

Lands Mr, Lindsay
Mr Bagot Mr. Reynolds
Mr, Blyth Mr Waterhouse
Mr Burford Mr Young
Mr, Dawes Mr. Babbage (Teller)
Mr. Duffield
Mr Dunn
Mr, Hallett
Mr Harvey
Mr Hughes.
Mr, Marks

Mr, Mildred

Mr, Milne

Mzr. Peake

Mr. Scammell

Mpr, Smedley

The Treasuser (Teller)

Mr BapBaGE then moved as an amendment on Mr.,
Scammell’s motion, that 1n the opinion of this House,
after the evidence adduced before a Committee of the
recent Legislature as to the nature of the duties
devolving upon the Colontal Surgeon, 1t 18 nog
desirable that the gentleman holding that office should
be allowed to have private practice, and that the duties
of President of the Medical Board, consulting medical
officer, and adviser of the Government, .n all cases
afficting the public health, should be otherwise pro-
vided for —Messrs Lindsay, Bagot, ard Reynolds sup-
ported the amendment The latter gentleman called
vhe attention of the House to the meaning of the words
of Mr Secammell’s amendment, now the motion It
was, that 1t was the right principle to appoint an officer
to the performauce of important publie duties who had
extensive private business of lus own to attend to,
With regard also to the argument of an extenstve prac-
tice being a proof of ability, he wished to know how
far that went 1n the case of a purchased pract:ce.

Mr Scadmern explamned that s words were in-
tended to affirm the principle that it was right to secure
the best possible medical advice and aid for the poor,
(Hear, hear )

The amendment was negatived and Mr Scammell's
motion was carrxed.

Mr Warengouss then moved, that a return be laid
on the table of this House of the number of wisits per
week pard by the Colonial Surgeon to the Destitute
Asylum—also, what days and hours he appoints to see
the destitute out-patients,

The Curer Secaerary satd the return should be
made out 1f, after the recent decision of the House, tha
hon, gentleman required 1t.

Mr, WartErHOUSE Wwould wish to ses the return,

House adjourned until next day.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
Fripav, May 15.
PETITION, -

The Treasurer presented a peution, signed by nearly
400 naturalized Germans, praying that German colo--
nists may be allowed to participate in the advantages
of the Immigration Fund.,—Recerved and read.

REGULATION OF WASTE LANDS BILL.
I¥ COMMITTEE,

The House went into Commttee upon this measure,
and the two first clauses were passed as read.

Mr Burrorp asked if the use of public lands for
building purposes, referred toin the third clause, sign:-
fied for use of churches and chapels.

The Cownissioner of Croww Laxps said churches
and chapels were not intended , schoolrooms and such
buildings were referred to.

Mr Burrorp moved the addition of words “not
being intended for purposes of worship,” That would
make the fact more clear,

The CormisstoNer of Crowy Laxps did not think 3t
would be necessary to make this alteration, as 1t was
understood that the Legislature did not interfere with
religious matters,

Mr DurroN remarked that schoolrooms might be
Rse'd for public worship if not guarded agawnst by the
ct, .




113]

Mr Baspace suggested that the kind of ‘schools
should be described, and that water-reserves should be
yprovided for.

The Comwmissiaver of Crownx Lanxps thought the
clause was explicit enough, He believed 1t would be
best to decide about the kind of schools when the ques-
uon of education was before the Houge.

Mr Knicuaurr proposed that the reserve of q(mrnes
should be provided for.

The Arrorvey-GeNErAL thought they had better
have the clause in general terms, because 1if they de-
fined a few thifigs to be reserved, others would be sup-
posed to be excluded from not bemng mentioned.

Mr Burrorp’s resolution was put and carnied, and the
clause was passed. _

Mr, Linnsax proposed a new clause in the place of
No. 4.

The Trzasvrzr thought that potice shoyld he given,
of so extensive an smendment as that now pro-
posed.

My, Burvorp propoged that * 100 acres’’ be substr-’
tuted for 640, proposed 1n the clause,

: Mr Dawes would second the amendment. Every.
hody must be convinced that the selling of land in small
blocks was of the utmost importance

The CoumissioNEr of Crowy Lanps agreed with
those remarks generally, but would observe that the
Government should possess power to sel: land 1n large
blocks, when required for pastoral purposes,

. Mr. PEAxE would confine the smiall-block system to
the counttes and hundreds, and let the land beyond be
sold in large guantities, Opportunities should be given
tn men of property to obtain estates, just as to small
farmers liberty was given to obtain homesteads.

The Treasvrgr thought the clause had better
rpmam as it stood The Government had always sup-
plied purchasers with small blocks 1n sufficient quannty,
and they would no doubt continue to do so. ‘The Le-
gislature should favour no class, but give all classes
equal opportunities.

. Mr. Basmacs, Dr. Wang, and Mr, Dutroxy thought,

?xe existing system had worked well, and did not need
o be altered. -

Mr Bacor suggested ‘that an 'area 'of two or three
hundred acres should be inserted wn the plate of 640
aores.

The Cmier Secretary urged that the clause should
remain a8 1t stood , the Goyernment having power to
sell small blocks as required.

Mr Krionatrp proposed that the large blocks of 640
scres should be divisible into four small blocks.

. Mr, Dawes urged that there should be reserves for
roads through blocks of 640 acres,

+ Mr. Durrrerp was of opiniop that the selling of large
blocks was very useful as a mode of gettng rid of bad
ground with goad. 'The Government should be allowed
a latitude :n the matter.,

Several amendnients were proposed and lost, to fix

* the sale of blockg at aboyt, exghty acres; after which,

ap amendment was propostd by Mr. Duffield, that a
X
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be reserved by the Government, on which pont the
Commassioner of Crown Y.ands stated a separate clause
should be prepared for the purpose.

Clauses from 4 to 9 mclusive were agreed to.

The 10th ¢lause was withdrawn, n order to be mn-
corporated with an amendment of Mr Knchauff, that
land passed at auction should not be sold by private
contract at an earliex period than four weeks after 1t
was offered by auction.

The 11th clause was withdrawn for further consi~
deration,

The House resumed ; thg report wae brought up, and
leave given to ait agamn on Tuesday next.

IMMIGRATION RESOLUTIONS,
Mads an order of the day for Tuesday.
House adjourned till Tuesday.

W' ',
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
T6EspAY, :M‘A'Y 19.
: PARLIAMENTARY ETIQUETTE
Major O° Harrorax had just been in that part of
the House of Assembly which was understood to ba
set apart for members of the Legislauve Counail, and
to his surpnise an hon member took notice of his pre-
sence as a stranger, and an tndignity was thus put
upon him, and upon the Legislative Counc:’, as ho
considered, viz , that of his being desired to leave —Th
President had heard, by a new arrangement, that th
members of the Legislative Council were to be accom-
modated with the other end of the Chamber, nstead
of at that on the left of the Speaker’s chair  He under-

took-to communicate with the other House on the
subject,

MEH, BENMNETT HAYS. .

Mr Forster asked the hon. Commissioner of Pubhe
Works whether Mr Hays had obtammed any sum of
money from the Commissioners 1n England for what he
called a patent right \n connection with the censtruce
tion of breakwaters —The Commissioner of Public
Works said Mr, Hays had received from £500 to
£000 from the Commuiesioners, but he could not at that
moment say how far this had been approved of by the
Government here. The correspondence on the subjecs
should be laid before the House 1n a day or two —Mr.
Forster would not, on that understahding, take any
further action m-the matter,

MYPONGA AND YANKALILLA,

Dr. EverArD moved that returnsbe layl on the table,
showing-the number of acres sold in the Hundreds of
Myponga and Xankalilla, with the amount realized for
the same ."also, the amount expended by the Central
Road Beard 1n thatlocality, and the amount laid out
upon the jetties of Rapid Bay and .Yankahlla. He
had been requested to bring this matter forward, and
he believed 1t would be seen that the settlers in those
hundreds had very great reason to complamn of thre
Central Road Board The quuntity of land purchased
entitled them to some means of srriving at their res
spective Jocalities, but at present they had little means
of doing so. When first the hundreds werg declared,
the settlers were 1n the habit of coming into town by
the Myponga, or (as 1t was commonly called) the
Honeysuckle Flat, and thénce to Willunga. That road
became too much cut,up for use, arid they then went
by Louds Hill, Theré they were soon cut off by
fences, no road having been reserved, and they had to
take a far worse way by Sellick's Hil)l, which was dan-
geroua to life and imb. 1hey sought legislative sanc-

N

$ion to the unprovement of that line, and g Bill for the

right to meke roads through 200-acre sections gshould
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purpose was brought into the late Legislative Council
by Mr Blyth, When that Act was assented to, the
settlers in the south-western district thought they
would get an available line, but they calculated too
qurckly, for the Central Road Board declared that there
was no money to be spared for the purpose Eventually
the Board sent their chief officer—the Inspector-in-
Chief he believed they called him—to survey a line,
but he (Dr Everard) must say that that gentleman avas
a8 man of a very pecuhiar temperament (A laugh )
He would rather choose the more difficult than the
more easy Iine, the more expensive than the less ex-
pensive, Thus he avorded Sellick’s Hill and found an
opportunity of showing his skill in making a bndge
over & gully—he was a noted bridge-builder' (A
laugh ) That line, for one mile and a-half, would cost
the public £12,500 He (Dr. Everard) had taken an
opportunity of pointing out to the Road Board the use-
less expense likely to be thus incurred, and had told
them that 1ts adoption was 1n effect the putting off of
the road, as he might say, ad Gracas calendas They
thought perhaps that he was not nterested, but he
was—and they were all iterested in matters of public
expenditure He therefore determined to examine the
locality more closely, and took out with him a very
talented surveyor, Mr Murray, who showned him a hine
quite as short as that suggested by Mr Hamulton, and
which could be made for £2;500 But the Road Board
appeared to consider 1t quite nfia dig to take the ad-
vice of private individuals, and the hon Surveyor-Ge-
neral declined the responsibility of going against the
Jetter of the Act, which contained the words, ' ator
near Sellick’s Hill.’” This was the more singular, as
thehon Attorney-General had given his opinion that
the Act would allow a deviation, and furthermore Mr

Hamilton’s ine deviated quite as much as that laid
down by Mr Murray He (Dr Everard) thought the
settlers in tHe Hundreds of Myponga and Yankalhlla
might expect from the Central Board an availableroad;
and he would put it to the hon the Commissioner of
Public Works whether he would investigate the matter,
or whether he (Dr Everard) must ask leave to bring
1in a Bill to amend the Act No. 20, 1855-66.

Major O"Harroran seconded the motion pro forma,
though not agreeing with all the hon mover’s remarks
There were fortunately three members of the Central
Road Board present—three, at léast, who were members
at the time referred to—and he thought they would up-
hold the opinmon and report of the Inspector-in-Chaef,
which had already received their confirmation As
far as he remembered, he thought they had full reason

to put faith in that report.

The Svnveior.-Gexeral would not oppose the
motion, as the returns would be valuable, but, in the
name of the Central Road Beard, he must repudiate
the insinuation that an expensive line had been pur-
posely selected The country had been very carefully
examined, and three separate lines had been reported
upon THe result was that McRae’s Hull was not
considered as good as-Sellick’s, although the[Attorney-
General's opinion showed them that they might have
taken 1t had 1t been desirable -The hon member had
said that he (the Surveyo:-General) had declined to act
upon the Attorney-General’s opimmion. In answer to
this, be must say, that the words *‘or near' were in-
serted with My Blyth’s consent, for no other purpose
than to give permussion for the road to avoid the sum-
mit Mr Blyth consehted to thatin the full faith that
1t was not intended to go by McRea's Hill. The Board,
he believed, was already arranging for the making of a
practicgble road by Sellick’s Hull,

The Commissionrr of PusLic Works concurred n
the remarks of the hon the Surveyor-General, and
Dbore testimony to the wntelligence and capacity of Mr

Hamilton. He was happy to place upon the table the
Freturns for which the hon member had ashed, and ke
+might say that though the Central Road Board had
laid out a hftle money onlyin Myponga and Yankahlla,
there had been quite as much public money expended
there as the populauon warranted Myponga at the
last census contained only 337 inhabitants, and Yanka-
hlla 1,015, The amount of money paid for land was
only £53,000. The ontlay on jetties, &c, had been
nearly £5,000, and a further sum of £2,600 was voted
for further 1mprovements

The motion put and carned

DUTIES ON THE MURRAY.

Captain Harr moved—That there be laid on the
table correspondence between this Government and the
Governmeni of Vietoria, on the subject of duties
leviable on goods sent up the Murray for consumption
m Victoria and New South Wales, prior to the estab-
hshment of theldte exisung arrangement —He thought
‘the House should be put in possession of the full
correspondence which had led tothe charge madeagainst
our Government by Mr Childers. He was not at all
surpriged at that gentleman’s having felt annoyed, for
he was Collector of Customs at Melbourne at the timg,
and perhaps at first thought the Murray trade too -
[sigmficant to notice Butit afterwards became more
important, and the Melbourne merchants sent thert
tobacce round that way to gamn the benefit of our
tanff He did not think the House should suffer our
Government to remain under the imputations made
by Mr ChHilders. He therefore moved for the returns,
with the object of introducing & resolution on the
subject,

Mr. MorrrETT seconded the motion,

Mr. Baxzer did not object to the motion, but he was
mclined to think that the ofigmal propesition of the
Victorian Government ought to have been accepted.
They ong ssked us to collect their duties at our
Custom House, and they seemed to consider that the
l.question of smuggling was their affawr, not not ours, .

+ The CommisstoNeRr of Pusric Worxks said the whole
of the correspondence, except one letter, was already
printed. lhe sole unpublished letter, dated Apnl 2,
1857, he begged to read and lay upon the table, Itwas
addressed to the New South Wales Government, and
1ts purport was to decline an assimilation of the tanffs
He trusted that a future opportunity would be given
to the Government of discussing the yemarks of Mr.
Childers. As regarded the hon. Mr, Baker's remarks,
it would not have been honourable to leave Victonsg
open to the loss which would have ansen froms
smuggling.

Mr. Baxrr said the Victorian Govermment had
offered to run that risk.

The Comyissionzr of Puslic Wezms : the Vie.'
torian Government had used language, and put a'
necessity upon this colony, as regarded the adoption of
.their taniff, which, if this eolony had consisted of slaves,
might have been submitted to, butit could not have
been borne by free and honourable men, nor would any
men of bueiness have assented to such an arrangement
.as was proposed. )

Mr. Youxonuspanp remarked that the difference ofy
duties npon tobacco was very great, and that if would
be almost 1mpossible to prevent smuggling without an
offiver upon every boat There were 10 or 12 boats
now, and there would be more, so that the cost would
be about £1,600 to £2,000 & year to protect about!

£15,000 or £16,000°s worth of property belongiags
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to the other colony—15 per cent. upon the amount to
be collected,

Captain Harn had brought the motion forward for
the purpose of enabling the Government to assert its
own dignity, which he did not think 1t had sufficiently
done at present, 80 far as he could see from the pub-
lished correspondence m the Council Paper No 23,
The-Government did riot, he thought, come out with a
very good grace It was Mr Childers’'s want of consi-
deration and foresight which had led to all the dufficulty
He never ought to have consented to our collecting
duties on tobacco at our own rates, which led to a sort
of semi-illicit traffic on the part of the Victorian mer-
chants, The question of the Murray traffic might new
be very easily settled upon the basts of Mr Donaldson's
coneibatory letter. Ife did not see that the Custom
House officers need be paid, as the hon Mr Young-
husband appeared to suppose, by this Gowernment
They must be paid by the Governments of New South
-Wales and Victoria who wanted them. (Hear, hear.)
Mr, Childers had, in the first instance, very much
Junderestimated the amount of the Murray traffic, but
he must not be allowed to wisit his sins upon our
Government 1t was for the sake of throwing back the
atigma 1nto his teeth that he had brought forward the
motion.

Carried without a division,

TONNAGE DUTIES REPEAL BILL,

The ComvissionFr of Pueric WorEs moved the
second reading of this Bill Its objects were twofold
—hirst, to repeal the tax on shipping 1mposed in 1854 ,
and, secondly, to substitute certain wharfage rents.
The Act of 1854 had been passed with a view to meet-
ing the expense of deepeming the harbour, but 1t had
been found to interfere more with shipping than was
intended The object of the present Bill was to repeal
that tax and to substitute for 1t the revenue which
would anse from the leasing of wharf frontages oppo-
site to which vessels might lie The increased line of
water frontage would facilitate the operations of foreign
shipping, and would thus benefit the consumer of 1m-
ported goods. At present our regulations were rather
obstructive, but the proposed alteration would tend the
opposite way, and 1t would also be conventent as re-
garded raillway traffic, He might further remark that
sthe proceeds of the exwsting tax had not come up to
#2,000 per annum, so that they were not in reality
effecting their object It was promided by the Act now
sought to be repealed that the Treasyrer should lay by
£10,000 per annum towards the payment of the harBour
trust loan of £100,000 and interest, which the tax did
not enable him to do  The wharfage rents now pro-
posed would remove this difffeulty.

Mr, MorprE?T seconded the motion, considering the
Bill a step 1n the right direction. They could not at
present make & free port, but they might do something
towards 1t. The expenses of the Port, though not
brought before them by petition, were grievously felt
as a burden by foreign shipowners, and the evil of
course fell upon oarselves as consumers If the fact
.were doubted, he would say that the outlay of a vessel
of 1,000 tons had been, upon wisiting Port Adelaide,
£103 4s ; and, 1f the cost of towing were added, the
amount would be £170 16s. Let them compare that
~with the cost of Eaglish or of other colomal ports,
and 1t would be found very large. He therefore sup-
ported the Bill, as it would tend to remove this great
objection to our port. Besides that, the service of
deepening the harbour, for which the dues were levied,
was not as yet performed. The money was not yet ex.
pended, and vessels were still put to great expense for
Jooring and unmoormg 1n consequence of the harbour
not bewng sufficiently deepened. He knew of oge ship
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lately that had been removed for this réason three
ttmes  The second object of the Bill seemed to him
petfectly legitimate—the leasing of water frontages for
the purpose.of improving the harbour. The plan was
by no means pew He mught refer to Glasgow as a
precedent He was told, though he could not speak
to the fact, that the rents wquld emount to far more
than the duties proposed to be repealed, This seemed
a good arrangement, as the money would be gained,
and yet the burdens would be removed from the ship-

ping.

Captain Hary. did not feel himself much enhghtened by
the explanations whieh had been attempted. The Bill
was a hybrid production, having reterence to twe
matters wide as the poles asunder, for the leasing of
the North-parade was wholly unconnected with the
repeal of the tonnage dues. As regarded the latter, he
had hoped at first that the Government ihtended to
abandon them simply because they could afford to do
without them, and he was not prepared to find them
seeking an equivalent 1n some other shape But he
really did not see why they need be abandoned, They
had never, so far as he krew, been complaned of , nor
did he beheve they were felt to be oppressive or unjust.
It was true the money arsing from them had not as
yet heen expended, but there was nothing remarkable
i that The usual course 1n England was to 1mpose
Light dues as soon as the first stone of a lighthouse was
laid  In suclr cases theships were charged before they
received any benefit, but really 1t was not so here, for,
though the deepening of the harbour was not completed,
1t was 1 progress, and the ships had the advantage of
cent per cent upon all they paid in the reduced charge
for ballast No explanation had been given of the
amount expected fo be received from the leasing of the
Noith-parade, ner were they told where the money
was to come from to make the ground available. Tho
Act now sought to be in part repealed made ho pro-
vision for the purpose, He eonsidered thatin passing
the Buill, they would be parting with the substance for
the sake of the shadow—losing their harbour dyes with-~
out securing their rents, 'The Harbour Trust had
never done more than deepen the centre of the stream.
They had never eome within 100 feet of the banks, It
would require the raising of 300,000 tons of silt, and
would occupy the steam-dredge for at least six years,
at a cost of £30,000 If that amount were to be taken
from the sum of £100,000, supposed to be avalable for
the deepening of the harbour, how would the Harbour
Trust be able to deepen the bars, and make the poit of
Adelaide, as they were prepared to do, worthy of the
capital} They had imperted machmnery for this pur-
pose, and would eapry it out 1f their money-were not
diverted to other purposes. He had not heard the port
charges complained of, except by the colonial steamers
and even they did notrefer te the harbout dues Lhere
had been an injustice ot firstin levying duties upon
vessels which only came to the Laghtship, but that had
been removed by a minute of thé Harbour Trust Rae-
ference had been made to the necessity of frequent
moorings and unmoqrings, but this difficulty had been
to a great extent removed by the operations of the
Harbour Trust in deepenug the stream Talking the
average of vessels which came mto the port, they rew
ceived muych more than an equivalent for the dues they
paid. As to leasing the North-parade, he ahould
1magine 1t would require a special Act, for 1t was a rey
serve for the public, and could be no more taken up for
private purposes than Victoria-square,

Mz, Bager felt some difficulty in dealing with this
the first Bill sent to them by the other House, Perhaps
the better way would be to go mto Committee, aud
agree upon Some message to be sent to the House of
Assembly, The Standing Orders did not provide fog
such Bulls. .
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The Presipent sa1d the same course must be taken
s 1} the Ball originated n the Legislatiye Council.

Mr Baxer must in that case yote agamst the Bill,
83 he really could not understand 1ts provisions, ie
read the second clayse as o specimen of umintelligible
Jegislation, and confessed that he could not make out
what 1t meant. He also objected to the Bill on
ecccunt of its referring to subjects totally unconnected
with each other He hoped the hon Mr. Gwynne
would give them the benefit of hus legal knowledge 1n

explaining the Bill, which he must say was a disgracé
tv 1t8 framer. :

The ComvuissioNrr oF Pustic Works begged to
remind the hon: member that the Bill was not brought
forward by its framer, It was sent up by the other

Touse  Again, they were not now discussing the
geparate clauses, but the prineiple of the Bill, so that
“he thought the hon, member was hardly 1n order.

Mr Baxrr conld not understand the prinaiple of
the Bill, and that was one reason why he complaned
‘'of 1t 1here was nothingin its wording to show him
that the walls of the wharfs were not to be carried out
anto the puddle of the stream in such a manner as to
obstruct the harbour  He should 'certainly vote
agamnst the repeal of the tonnage dues, but he would
support the leaying of the wharf if a separate Bul could
be imntroduced for the purpose. They had sent a mes.
sage to the House of Asserably on the subject of legis-
lation by reference, and 1t ‘would certainly be very
mconsistent with, that resolution to pass the pre-
sent Bill,

My Youxerusanp did not think the wharf would
yield so muckr as had been, estimated. Not less than
300,000 tous of pilt must be removed, at a cost of
£40,000, €nd other expenses would bring up the sum
10 £60,000 'The rent at present dernived from Queen’s
Wharf was £600, and £400 for the warehouses, which
convemences there were not on the North.parade It
would appear, therefore, that the latter would scarcely

teld more than a fair interest upon the necessary
outiay, He would, however, support the removal 6t
the tonnage dues and should therefore vote for the
second reading ot the Bill, ! ’

The SurvEYoRr-GFNFRAL supported the motion, and
ohserved that the two subjects 1ntroduced into the Bull
had been already brought before themn n the Act now
rought to be repealed. It was evident that even the
Harbour Trust had found the existing duties oppres-
rive, apd as regarded the abandonment of any portion
of the revenue, he must say, if the other House, which
had more particularly the charge of the revenue, as-

' sented to it, 1t was scarcely for that House to ohject

(Disapprobation ) If the Harbour Trust felt it difficult
to part with the fund rsised by tonnage dues, they could
poceibly make 1t up 1n some other way—perhaps by
raising the price of silt for ballast, He trusted the
Bill would be read a second time

Captain Bacor opposed the motion., He considered
that the repeal of the tonnage dues would be a breach
of faith with the public, for they were imposed as a
means of repaymg s loan It was not alleged that
those dues were found to be oppressive, even 1in the
ease alluded to by the hon Mr Morphett 1t was not
shown how much of the amount charged to the vesscls
had ansen from tonnage dues Our port could never
bLe made a free one, there were npot more than two or
three such in the Briush domimions, and they were all
open roadsteads  Take the Cape, for ingtance. It was
free indeed , but the cost of hightering was far greater
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and the money was raised by means of dues while
the process of improvement was in progress. Why
should we expect our Port, which was a close§ port, to
Be completet before eny dubs were ‘collected? As re-
gards the leasing of the North-parade, he looked upon
it as a most Utopian scheme, for no person would take
the land under the proposed conditions,

Mr Forster should feel it uis duty to support the
motion, because he saw no reason why the Bill should
not be read a second time, It had been said there was
no reason why the tonnage dues should be taken off.
It was at ledst as godod an argument to say that there
was no reason why they should not be removed. They
had to compete with other harbgvrs, and therefore they
should make the expenses of our own ag light as pos-
sible It had been objected that the Bill included two
separate matters; but he could see no objection to this,
ay both might fairly be considered as belongmg to the
Harbour Trust An hon, member had said that a spe-
cial Act would boe required for the l2asing of the North-
parade; but to this he would reply, that the Bill under
consideration would form wn fact the special Act for
the purpose. As regarded the deeperiingof the har-
bour 1n front of the lncality in question, he did not see
that the Harbour Trust would be required by the Bill
to do this out of their present revenue. He must say
he had heard many complaints of the costhiness of our
port, and he thought 1t highly desirable to relieve the
vessels trading here from as mych burden as we could.
He saw no breach of faith 1n tHe proposedl repeal of
duties, for the Act establishing them was passed by
a Leguslature which did not so fully represent
the people as the present Parliament ; there.
fore the existing Houses mught be supposed to guard at
least as carefully the pubhic cretit. He thought'the
abolition of all charges upon shipping desirable, as far
as 1t could be effected 1n a new cornmumtyj therefore
he agreed in the principle of the Bill, tholgh he saw
tnat the wording of some of the clauses would require
alteration It would have been desirable that the
second reading should have been deferred until they
had come to some arrangement with the other House
about the consohdation of the laws, but they must not
stop legislation for that purpose, and 1t was certanly
desirable to avoid upon any small matter a collision
wnith the other portion of the Parliament,

Mr Gwywye said there was at present no certain
legal defimtion of the Port. It was true that the Hai-
bour Trust had adopted limits of their own, but it was
4o be wished that the Act should contain some author.
tative description, as at present 1t was doubtful where
ships should discharge their cargoés in' accordance
with the tenor of their Wlls of lading. He had no
alternative but to vote agamst the second reathmg of
the Bill, as its passirg would be wholly opposed to the
resolution lately adopted by that House condemnatory
of Bills having reference to unconnected matters, The
two subjects ‘included m the Bill had no connection
whatever, except as regarded locality, for they cer-
tainly both referred to Port Adelmde. The repeal of
tonnage dues had nothing to do with the disposal or
the leasing of the waste lands of the Crown, and upon
the latter subject he believed there was already a Bill
before the other House of Parhament. He did not see
that 1t was neceserary to repeal the harbqur dues, as
their collection was not compulsory upon the Harbour
Trust; and, as regarded the rest of the Bill, 1t was so
waccurately, uncertainly, and he rmight almost say un.
intelligibly drawn, that he thought the House, for that
reason, if for no other, would be justified 1n ihrowmg
jt out. Among 1its various incongrujties he might
observe that, though the tanrage dues were taken
away from the Harbour Trust, the rents to be rased

than any dues woula cometo, Such ports as Glasgow, ' from the water frontages were not given to i, but to
Liverpdol, and Loudon had been made at grest expense, | the genera} revenue.
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Dr. Davres saw 50 many objections to soms parts of
the Bill that he should vote against its second reading
It appeared to him that the leasing of the North-parade
was an attempt to force Port Adelaide 1n the wrong
direction, (Hedr, hear) It should increase down the
stream, not up the stream, He would move, as an
;{mendmenr, that the Bill be referred back to the other

ouse.” v -

The PresioexT said that would be out of order,

The Cowissioner of Pupurc Works rose amidst
cries of ** Divide” and *‘ Hear, hear.” He was inchined
to move an adjournment of the debate, as they had not
a very full House, and he shonld feel it a misfortune
for the Bill to be thrown out by a small number of
werabers, (*Go on”") It was not competent to him
to move an_adjournment, but perhaps some other hon
member might consent to do so  (“Go on") If 1t
were the determination of the House, to proceed, he
‘would endefivour to say a few words 1n reply, First,
with regard to their recent resolution, he must remark,
that 3t was passed on the 14th of the month, two daya
after the House had received the Bill, and fixed its
second reading for the 19th To adhere so closely to
that resolution as to stop legislation would be going
turther than he was prepared to do, especially as, mn
sending the resolution to the other House, they had in-
tluded no request for comphiance He would put 1t to
the House whether 1t would be fair to stop legislatign
upon such grounds The objection that the passing of
the Bill would be a breach of public faith seemed to
hum 1ncautiously put, for the tonnage dues were not at
any tune handed over direct to the holders of bonds;
they formed no distinet fund, but were paid 1into the
Treasury, as the rents of wharfs would be. The
amount of the latter would be greater than that of the
former, 8o tltat he really could not see how there could
be any breach of faith  Ewven the calculations of the
hon. members who had spoken on the subject, though
they vaned fiom gach gther, showed that the proposad
alteration would rather inecrease than dimimsh the
sevenue It had been said that no complants had
been made of the tonnage dues. Ha must remind the
House that the Chamber of Commmerce had complaned,
and also that severa] captains had objected to the high
charges of our port, On the othet hand, he might
yemark that no objection had been rased to the repeal
of the duntes 1he hon Mr. Gwyrne had sad the
levying ot the dues wag not compulsory upon the Har-
bour Trust. If so, he would only say, why retain an
Act which was not necessarily operative® The effect
of the Br'l, it could not be denied, would be to render
our port more attractive, to lessen the price of imports
and increase the value of exports He came to thé
conclusion, therefore, that the House must assent to
the second reading of the Bill, unless, indeed, they
should determine to throw 1t out upon a mere question
of form. Me agreed with the hon., Mr Forster 1n
thinking that a collision ought to be avoided, especially
at 80 early a peniod, and under circumstances which
mght occasion irnitation and musunderstanding.

The House then divided on the motion ‘‘ that the
Bull be read a second tume.” :

AvEs, 6 Nors, 6.
Mr. Morphett Dr Davies
Capt Freeling Dr. Everard
Mr Forster Mr A Scott
Mr, Younghusband Capt Bagot
Mr. Angas Mr Gwynne

Mr. Davenport (Teller ) Capt Hall ( Teller)

The numbers of the ayes and noes being equal, the
President gave his casting vote for the ayes, explaiing
that he did so to allow of further discussion on the
subject of the Bill,
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Bill read a second time, and ordered to be considered
in Commusttee on Thursday, 21st May. !

House adjourned t1l} Thurasday.

'

HE)EJSE OF ASSEMBLY. ’

Tuvespay, May 19.
PETITIONS.

Mr. Reynolds presented a petition from the ereditors
of Borrow and Goodiar, praying that their claim be
taken into cgnsldera%on, and, af necessary, that they be
heard by counsel at the bar of the House —Mzr. Duftield
presented a petiion from 100 electors of Barossa,
praymng to be heard at the bar of the House con-
cerning the return of Dr Dean, but as the signatures
were not on_the parchment, but on a piece of paper
pasted to the parchment, it was prounounced in-
formal.

A STRANGER IN THE HOUSE.

Mr Dutton called the atiention of the Speaker to
the fact that there was a strangerin the House. This
was understood to refer to the Hon, Major O’Halloran,
‘who at once withdrew.

SIOUSES OF PARLIAMENT.

Mr. Bagot asked if the site of the new Houses of
Parhament had been fixed.—Thae Chief Secretary said
1t had not,

POSTAL COMMUNICATION, '

Mr Waterhouse asked if any communication had
yet been received in answer to the letter of this Go-
vernment to England, on the svbject of postal commus
mication, sent m June last —~The Chief Secretary was
not aware that there had been.

RIVER MURRAY TRADE, .

The Chief Secretary, 1n answer to Mr. Waterhouse,

said no fresh information on the subject of the Murray

Ruver trade had been received from the neighbouring

colonies, .

PAPERS, ,

The Chief Secretary 1a:d on the table returns showing

the number of vsits paxd by the Colomal Surgeon to

the Destitute Board , also, returns from the Port Adee
lawde Corperation.

REGULATION OF WASTE LANDS BILL.
1N COMMITTEE,
The Coumrissioner of CRowx Laxns moved the House
nto Committee on the Waste hands Bull, and proposed
that the 10th clause do stand as read.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL proposed, in accordance
with a suggestion made when the clause was post.
poned, that the following werds be saserted - —** Within
a period of four weeks from the sale by such auction ;
o, 1f more than one person shall apply to purchase the
same, within such penod of four weeks,”

Mr Hay opposed the proposed alteration. Ite effect
wonld be to give the land agents a month to carry cut
their objects, when they should not have an hour. He
was for the clanse as 1t originally stood.

Dr. Wakr, Mr, Huonss, the Treasvrzg, and Mr,
Banpagg, agreed with Mr Hay

Mr, Neares objected to going backward in the spirit
of legislation.
stance was suffic ent notification of the intended sale of
the land The best way to cut off land jobbiag was to
cut off larger deposits,

The Coumissiover of Crow~N Laxps withdrew his
ameadment, aud the elause was agreed to,

Public advertisement in the first 1. _

ve
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Mr Nravrrs, during the discussion of the 11th clause,’
urged the mmportance of fixing a larger deposmt than
even 10 per cent on the purchase-money

Mr Huenes moved that 20 per cent be inserted m
the clause He would himse]f prefer that the whole of
the money should be paid down.

Mr Bryrm thought & bona fide purchaser would not
object to pay 60 per cent. It would be the land jobbers
only that would object.

The Freasurer thought the payment of at least 10
per cent. should be required, but they should be careful
not to raise the deposit higher than 29 per cent.

Mr. Revvorps would go for 10 per cent deposit, as
under that arrangement men had often been tempted to
make purchases who would have heen deterred had a
larger deposit been required.

Captain Hart supported the amendment Xe was
eonvinced that many a poor man had lost the section
which he had set his heart upon by the operation of
the old system.

Mr. Mirorep would also support the amendment, as
he behieved 1ts effect would be an unmixed good.

The AtrorNey-GexzrAar believed that the Commus.
sioner of Crown Lands would have no objection to n-
«clude in the clause a mmimum deposit. He referred to
cases in his knowledge where land was run up above
its value by speculators and the deposit forfeited, after
which the land was agam put up and sold for one-third
of the price 1t was ﬁr’ss knocked down for.

The amendment introducing 20 per cent deposit was
sgreed to.

During the consideration of the 12th clause,

Captain HarT enquired whether a discoverer of pad-
toral lands at the expense of the Government wonld be
entitled to a lease.

The Comurssioner of Croww Lanps sa1d 1t would be
competent to the Government to reserve such discovery
from the operation of the clause. At present the first
apphcant would be successful, in the event of two
applicants, the one who first stocked the land would
get the lease, 1n other cases the Commissioner was
empowered 1o settle disputes,

Mi. Linpsay suggested the introduction of words
limiting the area to be leased te a discoverer to twenty-
five squaye miles.

Captain Harr said the limit should be as heretofore—
to the number of stock. Twenty-five square miles
might be more than one man could stock, and not
enoygh for another man’s calves,

The CoyrussioNer of Crown Lanps said the land
always 1fiproved by oceupation, but in the far north
twenty-five square miles would be useless or would
not induce occupation It would therefore not be
judicious to Limit the extent of the runs to be leased 1p
the far 1interior.

Mr. WaternoUSE thought it was the feeling of the
country that the Crown lands should be made the
source of an 1ncreased revenue, and tnat upon the ex-
puation of the term the leases should be put up for sale
by auction In justice, however, to the sheep-farmers,
it would be but right to offer the sale of the leases
twehse months beforerthe expiratiop of the term, (Hear,
hear,
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The CommisstoNER of Crowx Lanps quite approved
of the proposal to put up for sale the leases twelve
months before the expiration of the term.

The elause as amended was then agreed to

The CowissioNers of Crown Lanps submitted a
clause to provide for granting-of minernl leases of tracts
of land not exceeding 40 acres, not to extend beyond
14 years, as also for the resumption of land under
certain regulations.

Captain Harr said such leases would be useless if
granted with any restriction as to the working The
public interest would be secured by the proposed rental
of 103 per acre, and the expiration of the lease at the
end of 14 years, .

Mr Bryru moved the postponement of the clause.

Mr. Neares thought 1t should be deferred, as 1t wasa
mogt amportant one. He believed that 1n a few years
the mineral export would beat both the wool and wheat
export He could not see the justice of requining 10s.
an acre for rocky land, while the same land would be
given for 24 an acre for another purpose. He was for
securing the proper working of mineral lands; and 1t
should be borne 1n mind that the lessee should have a
night to claim the lease of Crown land through which
the lodes ran. The difference between the rents of the
pastoral leases and the mineral leases would not be
allowed long to contmue., In fact 1t would be found
that a large extent of surface need not be charged under
a muneral lease as the principal working would be
under ground. He argued that competition in mining
should be encouraged, and leases of ten acres of aur-
ferous quartz should net be allowed There would be
no excuse for giving leases to look for gold, but faci-
Iities should be given for copper and lead mining He
would not charge more for using the land on the
gurface for mining, than to those who use the surface
for grazing purposes. Then 1if small rewards were
offered for thie discovery of iron, copper, and lead
persons would come forward and divulge their disco-
veries He would tack the reward to the discovery,
and publish 1t in the Gazette, so tnat any man who
wished to take 1t up could do so on paying the reward.
He also thought that there should be a pawer to renew
mineral leases as in Cornwall. A Commuittee of that
House, or some other competent authority, should
define the nature and conditions of the leases, for 1t de-
pended upon that whether they were to have in the
colony one or a dozen Burra Burras, One mine had
yielded £7,000 mn six months, but 1t had, like others,
through neglect and 1gnorance ;n 1ts management, been
sold off under the Winding-up Act. Heretofore tha
expense of machinery deterred all poor men from
mnirtg, but now Tuxford and others would lease engine-
power e hoped the clause would for the present bs
withdrawn,

Mr. Peaxe thought they were bound to develop the
vast mineral wealth of the colony, and agreed with
the last speaker that it was not good policy to charge a
surface rent for mineral land He would give the sur-
face for the discovery of the mine, but he would lock
for & contribution from the results of ths mineral
workings

The Cuier SecreTARY thought there should be a
condition 1n the mineral leases that the land should bs
worked, otherwise the leases rmght be apphed for
merely to strip the land of 1ts timber,

The CommissjoNER of Crowx Lanps said the rule
now was to require one year's rent in advance to cover
the expense of surveying, otherwise “persons mught
cal] for leases, and after the land was surveyed they

N
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might not takeit up He thought there were many
reasons why a prévision to compel the working should
be embodied 1n a mineral lease The station of a
squatter, for nstance, or a water reserve, might be
claimed. e had 1o objection, however, to withdraw
the clause for further cousideration,

Captain HarT thought a state of things had been sup-
posed which could not oceur. A station could not be
claimed and certainly would not be granted 1f there were
no evidence that there were minerals there Waste
land, except for mineral workings, would not be worth
10s per acre He thought the proposed restricuon
svould operate most injuriously to the interest of poor
discoverers, by compelling them to work the mines
before they had made the necessary arrangements.

The TreastrrFr opposed the view of the hon., mem-
ber (Captan Hart) bome reasonable condition should
be enforced, not to obstruet, but to regulate the work-
mg of the mine It was clear that the holder of a
short lease might make the greatest profit by a peghe
gent system of working the mine, which would greatly
deteriorate 1f not destroy 1ts value.

The ATToRNEY-GFnERAL sa1d the only object of the
condition would be to secure the use ot the land to the
purpose for which the lease was granted, There could
be no objection to a condition which the interest of
the lessee would induce him to comply with, but the
public interest should be protected in those cases where
the lessee neglected to comply with the conditions.

The clause was postponed.

The Comutssioner of CrowN Lawps, m reply to
Mr, Hay, said many of the runs werelet for less than
their preseat value. That value, however, had in-
creased since they were first let  There were hundreds
of square miles now unoccupied, and would remain
60 until some person would expend time and capital
to mmprove them. The lands that were now so valu-
able near Mount Remarkable would, in all proba-
bility, be taken for agricultural purposes before the
term of the leases would have expired. Indeed, 1t
was generally admitted that the poorer runs were
the best bargains, as being least hikely to be wnterfered
with,

Clause 14 wes read

Mr. Kricnavrr proposed the addition of words, to
grant leases for tumber cutting on the unsurveyed lands
of the Crown,

The ¢tlause, as amended, agreed to.

The 15th, 16th, and 17tk clauses, agreed to.

House resumed, the report was brought up, and leave
given to the Commustee to sit again on Friday.

EMMIGRATION RESOLUTIONS,
JN COMMITTIE,

The Coxmissioner of Crown Lanps moved the first
resolution, namely, that 1t 1s not expedient to appio-
priate any fixed proportion of the revenue denved from
the sale of waste lands tv 1mmigration purposes annually
eut of the general revenue,

Carned.

The ComrssroNer of Croww 'Lanps moved the
second resolution, that, masmuch as the revenue of this
province has for several years past been devoted to
the introduction of ymmigrants n a larger proportion
than those of the adjacent colonies, 1t will not be ex-
pedient to introduce 1mmugrants wholly at the public
expense, after the amount now 1n the hands of the

Laxnd and Emigration Commisioners sliall Have beeny

expended, unless some provislon 18 made which will
afford a reasonable security that the immigrants so
introduced shall remain at least twelve months n the
province That, he said, would put an end to the
system, by which thousands of pounds had been
wasted 1 thentroduction of Iabeurers for the adjoining
colonies,

Mr MrrorEp submitted an amendment to the effect
that immigrants should sign an agreemént to continué
m this province two years, or else that they should
repay any portion of their passage-money which might
be denianded by the €ommissioners,

The Citfer Sgécrrrary sad they might require the
mmigrants to sign such engagements, but they coul
not enforce them, and to make laws which could not be
enforced was only to bring law and law-making to
contempt.

€aptain Harr complained of the resolution as illogte

cal, The class of labourers which was most required,

the farm labourers, were altogether unable to pay any,
part of their passage-money, and should be brought out
free of expense, The Commissioners, no doubt, had
reasons for rejecting applicants, and the proposed plan,
would not give the power of selection. How cquld,
they deny a person of 18 years of age the remission 1n.
the price of land. * Ft was the want of proper selection

of immrgrants in England that had caused the loss

heretofore  If they had had a proper agent 1n England,

the number of inebgible females they were lately.
burdened with would never have been thrown upon
thewr hands. By the proposed scheme they would nots
get the class of labourers they most required As a

general principle, the purchasers of land should have

the right of introducing their own labourers, and there

was no certainty whatever that assisted immigrants

would remam in the colony. '

The ATroRNEY-GENERAL said thehon member (Cap-
tair Hart) had charged the resolution with beng:ilo-
gieal, and e must charge the hon. gentleman with-
being either 1llogical or unintelligible (Hear, hear )
To all that had been advanced by the hon. member
against'the resoiution, he would resort to the hon.
member’s speech for an'answer. Ie said that pro.
bably the persons who were rejected by the Commis.
sioners were not of a preper class, but he afterwards
said, tryly enough, that the great evil theyhad to com-
plain of was the want of proper selection on the part
of the Emigtation Commissioners The resolution ap-
peared t¢ hum to be harmless, He believed that there
would be a great difficulty in retaining immigrants..
Their experience had shown them the futility of at-
tempting to counteract the influence of existing temp-
tations He thought the best policy, therefore, under
the circumstances, was not to expend their fundson the’
introduction of immigrants whom they could not keep. ¢
He did not say that the Government plan was the best,
but 1t was better than any he had as yet heard discus-
sed The three colonies of New South Wales, Vies
toria, and South Awustraha formed now a common
labour field, and a rse :n wages 1n any one of them
would draw oft the population from the others. The:
very argument that South Austraha had recently paid
more than her proportion for immigration: was the besty
that could be advanced 1n favour of a cessation of that-
expenditure.

Mr. Baepacr'confessed that hes did mot see the logie!
of the resolution. Wkhat was the reason they had not
kept therr immigrants >- Was 1t becanse thep brought
out more than they wanted, or was 1t bécause they dad®
not remaiy®  (Hear,hear,) Ie confessed that he was
1a doubt as to whether theresolutionintended thatthep?
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were to drop free :mmigration, or to adopt assisted ym-
wmigration. N

Mr Peaxresad it was to him a clear matter, that
they had been expending on immigration more than
their share for the benefit of the adjoining colonies
It was, under the circumstances, quite natural that
they should retrace thewr steps  With regard to the
coercive measure recommended by the hon. member
(Mr. Mildred) 1t involved a weakness in attempting to
Xeep men from the place or the efployment which
would suit them best. He agreed m all that had been
said as to the mnfertor selectien of ymmigrants sent out
by the Commissiorers, and that to his mund was a
strong and conclusive reason why the colony should
take the matter out of thewr hands.

Mr. Macpermorr had had some eXperience of the ime
ossthility of regawing pavment for introducing
abourers. He had brought people to Western Austra-
lia, who remamed by him while prowisions were at
& famine price, but they would neither femain nor re-
fund the expense of theiwr introduction when they could
do better elsewhere,

Mr. Hucnzs said to afirm the resolution would be
to say that the Land Fund belonged to the working
men nowin the colony (**No,no ') Ifthey attethpted
to keep up therates of wages by public works to induce
men to come here from other colonies they would
destroy the Land Fund, for no one could then buy land
‘When they attempted to attract labourers they would
attract from the nearest source, and that would be the
destruct.on of their own farmets. 'I'he resoluion saigd,
{1 effect, that, when the money now at home was ex-

ended, no more should be applied to immigraton,

No,no) He understood that the ude of immigration

was turning from Victona, and that the people were
seturning to South Austrahia. as they before did froni
New Zealand. He mawntained, that, with all the
Attorney.General's knowledege of logie, he had not
made out a case to reconcile him to the resolution,
whicht only proposed to resort to immigration, when,
accordihg to hisown showing, an impossible state of
things came to pass,

The TrEssURER said the present policy of the Go-
vernment was expressed 1n the resolutions, but altered
circumstances might compel them to change that policy.
‘Whenever they could be assured of retaining immgrants,
then they would be forintroduting themfreeat the public
expense.

Captain HanTsaid 1t was nesther'to thé credit nor the
dignity of the YMouse t6 make such remarks as were
frequently indulged i1n by the other (the Ministerial)
side of that House. He always avoided personalities,
and he should take care not to be goaded into any such
unbecoming course (Hear, hear.) If there was to beno
fmmigration, until the immigrants could be kept, which’
it was admitted was impossible, then there would be no
immugration, and 1f so, there would be no necessity
for the appomntment of a special agent for the colony.'
{Hear, hear.) There was, however, one way to_keep
abour after 1t was introduced, and'that was by paying
the current rate of wages in the colony. Had the hon,
member for Fiinders done so, he could have kept his
labourers at the Swan as he (Captain Hart) had at
Adelaide. He had now men 1n his employ brought
out by him three or four years ago. Those men he
brought out by means of a land purchase, but the reso-

lutions would give no suth facihues 1a future.,

The Cnier SecreTany said tha great object they had
en that sude of the House was to gshow the futility of
any attempt to retamn immigrants i the colony by

cgermon: *
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Mr. Burrorp thought they had throbwn away so
muth money that they would act wigely in adopting
the resolutions He thouyght the fourth resolution
would enable a person to imtrodute such labour as he
required without even having to purchase land.

The House divided on the amendment, when it was
lost by a majonty of 10.

AYES, 18, Nogs, 8.

The Chief Secretary Mr. Hughes

The Attorney.General Mr. Blyth

The Treasurer Mr, Marks

Mr, Macdermott Mr. Mildred

Mr. Ecake Mz, Babbage

Mr Peaké Mr Duffield

Mr. Harvey Mr Dunn

Mr Lindsay Captain Hart (Teller).

Mr Xrichauff

Mr, Scammelt

Mr, Hay

Mr Burford

Mr. Smedley

Mr. Milne

Mr Dawes

Mr Hallett

Mt Cole

The Commissioner of
Crown Lands (Tellér).

House resumed, the répott was brought up, and
leave given to the Commuttee to sit again on Friday.

ELECTORAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL,
This B:ll was made an Order of the Day for Friday.
House adjourned until 1 o’ clock next day.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.
Wepxespay, May 20.
PETITION.

Mr Bagot presented a petition signed by the Rev.
John Gardner, on the part of the Presbyterian Church,
praying that thé new Marriage Bill be not sanctioned
by the House He need scarcely say that he did not
agree with the prayer of the petition, since 1t wae
aganst a Bill which he had mtrodyced JJumself. But
he thought every member was bound to present a peta-
tion when requested to do so.—Received and read.

KDIOURNMENT,

The Attorney-General moved, that the House at its
nsing, adjourn till Friday, on account of the necessity
of the members being present to-morrow at the Court
of Appeal He would also move that the notices on
the paper for to-morrow, be orders of the day for Wed-
nesday next.—Agreed to,

RAILWAY EXTENSION.

Mr. MiLye moved an address to his Excellency the
Governor-in-Chief, requesting him to cause the engi-
neer officers of the Government to survey a ling of road
for a railway from the east side of Mount Lofty Range,
n a direction as near as may be east to the banks of
the River Murray, and to lay the estimates of cost of
constructing the smd railway before this House, 1
order to enable this Parhament to judge of the adwis-
abihty of Passing an Ac¢t and providing funds for the
ss1d work. Mis idea was, that a hne might be made,
from the Thirty-mne Eections down to the crossinge
place at the Murray. A railway in ths direction
would, undoubtedly, carry produce from the agricul-
tural districts of the colony to the river at a rate much
lower than by any other way. As all that was now -
ssked for was, that a survey should be fnade, he . was -
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surprised that a coptingent amendment should have
been placed on the nmotice paper against 1t by the hon
member for Encountcr Bay, who was desirous of ginving
birth to a more ambitious project He thought that
hon member would have acted w th better taste had
he made his amendment assume the form of a distinct
and separate resolution,

Mr Dawes seconded the motion He believed no
“one would deny how important 1t would be to open an
outlet for the produce of the colony, beyond the Mount
Lofty Ranges He found that the traffic in that direc-
tron was exceedingly great, and would fully justify the
proposed scheme ‘Lhe expense would no doubt be
great, but as to the engineenng difficulties which bad
been spoken of, they were not to be thought of 1t
was merely a matter of pounds, shillings, and pence.

Mr Livpsay moved a contingent amendment of
which he had given notiee, to the effect that his Lixcel-
lency he prayed to direct surveys to be made, witha
view to show whether a general scheme of railways
thioughout the colony might not be adopted Ilis
object was not to oppose the motion which had been
proposed, but to have 1t considered 1n connection with
a general plan  The hon gentleman had referred to
the report of Mr Iamilton on the Strathalbynline in
which report Mr Hamilton spoke of a mode of forma-
tion mntroduced by Captan Freeling, whilst the truth
yvas, that that mode had been in use in Amer ca for
twenty-five years The fact that Mr Hamilton should
refer to this as something quite new, showed how much
Bnghish engineers requued information of what was
gowng on elsewhere.

The Covnissioner of Crowx Lands expressed him-
self 1n favour of the original motion, but was sorry the
survey was not be extended to Adelaide He believed
there were many hines across the ranges which would
be found practicable without any extizordinary diffi-
culties. A hnen that direction would be one-half the
distance of the line by Moorundee and be-ides that, it
would pass through the Mount Barker district, one of
the finest in the province.

Mr. Duxnw supported the motion, referring to the
cereal produce and fimber supples to be derived from
the Mount Barker district. ‘The north had its 1a1lway,
the south 1ts jetties and tramway, and the east, the best
end richest district in the colony, was entitled to the
benefit sought by the motion.

Mr Myt obtained leave to amend hus motion 80 as
to mclude the recommendation of the Commissroner of
Crown Lands.

N

- Mr Bapsace thought it would be found adwisable,
in the present state of the trade and finance of the
colony, to lay down a tramway, and not a railway
He thought the Surveyor should, concurrently with
the proposed survey, make a survey for a tramway,
otherwise the woik might, under a vote of that House,
have to be made at a considerably enhanced expense
over again,

Mr KricHAUYF 8aw no necessity for the amendment,
and called attentton to the fact that there was an un-
expended vote of £500 to survey the best trunk line,

* The Cmier SzererTary would give his reasons for
supporting the motion, and avoid the general question
He wus at a loss to know the defimtion of the word
framway. That should be known before they legs-
lated upon the subject He understood a tramway to
be a railroad with a weight of rail msufficient for loco-
aotive trafic, Whenever he used the termralway, he
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meant such a railway as would bear locomotives.
With these remarks, he supporied the motson, )

Mr Nearss seconded the amendment He did not
at all adopt the definition of the Chiet Secretary They
had a knowledge that wooden rails shod with iron-
hoop carried locomotives in America, so that it was not
a question of hght and heavy ratls Tramways could
be formed at gradierts, which would answer for animal
power, but would not answer tor 1ocomotives (Hear,
hear ) IHe was satisfied that the heavy engines on the
Port Iine were daily laminating the rails e hadona
former occasion proposed a motion almost identrcal
with that before the House, butit was laughed at  He
was liappy to see the altered feeling of the Legislature
on the subjeet Hemight glso say that he was con-
vinced that the opening of the tunnel would open up
mineral riches which would more then pay for tae
undertaking. (Hear, hear )

Mr Mizne would, with the consent of Mr, Dawes,
miroduce after the word *‘ralway,’”” the words * for
locomotiye or ansmal power,’”

Mr Borrorp would insist on the introduction of the
word tramway.

The Counissioner of CrowN Lanps said that beforp
they could supersede the present stone roads with ads
vantage they must attain a gradient of one 1 fifty.
‘The gradients for a rallway and a tramway must be
the same (No, no) The danger was very great of
us ng higher gradrents on an ron road  The tramway
at the Dry Creek was about omein forty, and thers
had been already more than one serious acc'dent
there.

Mr. DorrirLp 1magined the question was as 40 &
survey (tlear, hear ) The difference of opinion as to
rallways and tramways must call for an enquiry by a
Committee of the House His enquines—and he had
consulted the best pooks he could hind—led hum toa
different conclusion from that of the hon wember,
(Mr Neales) He was no engwneer, and would not
put his opinion 1 opposition to that of the hon mem-
ber, (Mr Babbage ) The colony had some knowledge
¢f that gentleman’s abilities, and had not been greatly
benefited by them  One thing he would, however,
venture to say, and that was, that when theylcame to
sell tramway bonds they would not eommand a premium
n England as their railway bonds did.  (Hear, hear
He was not, however, for a single survey, but woul
rather have a comprehensive system of surveys,

Mr Basmnaer did not object to the term *“railway’*
for animsal power, but to the difference in the cost of
comstruction between the two sorts of railway. He
also mantaned that very different grad ents could be
made available 1n one case from the other The man
object was not to attain great speed, but to avod the
incessant cost of repairing their common roads If the
interpretation given by Mimsters to the terms *‘rail.
way” and “tramway’’ were correct, there would not
be any necessity for two sarveys,

Captain Hart thought, as one who had before given
an opinion, 1t would be well to say something on the
matter. The great question was to attain the greatess
extent of communication with the amount of tunds a4
thewr disposal (Hear, hear(? If they could gun &
greater amount of accommodation at less expense by
tram than rail, then the question was settled -He
understood that the timber had to be imperted for the
permanent-way on both railroads, and he was satisfi
that cheaper tramways could be formed, to give placein
time to the locomotive railway. He had a conviction
that the engineering authonties who had been referred
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to would, if they knew our cucumstances, give opinions
the opposite of those quoted (No, no) Herecollected
the hon Treasurer giving expression to doctrines on the
Bullien Act, founded upon great authorities, but they
tound that those authorities, when acquainted with the
circumstances, gave a very different opinion. (No, no,
from the Lreasurer ) The food of theron horse here
was eight times dearer than in England, the food of
animals of draught was generally about the same In
England, rapid travelling was a matter of great \m-
portance, but here the goods traffic was the great
matter, and speed was not so essential He looked
forward to the application of the superseded tram to
the purpose of laying down lines of feeders for the
improved locomotive lines  The tramway could be
laid down by less expensive labour, and the maternal
would be the produce of the colony. All the mate-
nals on the Port and Gawler Town railways were 1m-
ported ——

Mr Durrierp smd the bulk of the timber certanly
was 1mpo’ ted, but alarge proportion was ‘colomal The
Central Road Board had many complants of district
roads being cut up by the carts supplymng timber to
rallways

Captain HarT* still the great bulk of the timber, and
all the other matenal, except the ballast, wasimported
He regretted, for the sake of the Mount Barker district,
that the tramway 1dea was not taken up by the Govern-
ment, as arailway was The Government seemed to
be afraid to try the tramways, although the only expe-
niment made in the colony paid its expenses and ytelded
a profit They seemed to be afraid of becoming too
duccessful, His view of the case had gamed ground
out of doors, and he did not despair of seeing the
gentlemen on the Treasury benches converted to that
opinion soon.,

Mr Duxn said there was an sbundance of timber
in the valley of the Unkaparinga suitable to railway
purposes, and not subject to the ravages of the white
ant, N

The ATTorRNFY-GENERAL referred to ocecasions when
the hon member, (Captain Hart), evinced a very thin-
skinned sensibility, and asked whether 1t was possible
to make a more offensive umputation against the mem-
bers of Goverhment than that involved 1n the charge
of being afraid to try the system of tramways lest they
should be too suceessful He flung back theimputation,
und remarked that the hon gentleman was fond of
acting the part of a prophet, and often referred to cages
where his predictions were verified. Ile thought the
records of that House would show that three predictions
of the hon member had been falsified for the one that
had been verified Apart from that the hon gentleman
must support the motion, ag he said that his view was
that no further expense need be ncurred than the
taking up the lighter rails and putung down heavier
ones He (the Attorney-General) protested against
the 1dea that they were to construct publhe works
not by the best means, but for the purpose of con-
fu];nmg colonial produce, and employng colomal
abour.

Mr. Biyre thought a far and clear defimtion of
what was meant should be given by both sides He
understood clearly enough the cheap and efficient tram-
way at the Goolwa, and the expensive and unsatisfactory
railway to the Port e believed the country generally,
and the majonty of members in that House, considercd
the inexpensive plan best swited to the present, condition
of the colony.

Mr MiLne, it being 8 o’clock, tnoved the suspension
of the Standing Orders, ' PERE
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The House divided on the question, which was nega-
tived by a majority of 19,

MARRIAGE LAW AMENDMENT BILL

Mr Bacor moved the second reading of this Ball
Public attention had, he said, been aroused to that
subject by the newspaper press, and also by the publ.
cation of a pamphlet Ile regretted that the discus-
sion should have arisen after, and not at the 1ntroduc-
tion of the Bill In the late Legislature the Bill seemed
to meet with general concurrence, and he admitted that
1t would not be in order to discuss the merits of a
pamphlet published out of dorrs Still he might say
that its arguments, 1f they could bear examimnation,
would derive additional weight from the position of the
author (Hear, hear) As, however, the argument
really would not bear examination, he would, without
further preface, proceed to state, that the object of the
Act was to declare valid a marriage between a man and
his deceased wife’s sister, He thought that as the law
did not sufficiently place that matter beyond doubt, 1t
was necessary to bring 1n the present Bill The Act §
and 6 William IV declared marriages within the pro-
hibited degrees 1llegal In an Act, the 25th Henry
VIII, cap 22, such a marriage as the Bill referred to
was 1llegal, but that Act was repealed by a subse-
quent enactment, the 28th Henry VIII, cap 7, and
the only prohibitions that remained were as to matters
contrary to Seripture Then came the Canon 99, of
1603, which declared such marriages illegal, but he
could not see how such a Canon ecould apply to that
colony® As there was, however, a difference of opimon
on the subject, he thought the time had arnved to
gettle the question, and as he had the assurance, that
the Chief Secretary and the Attorney.General were in
favom of the prineiple of the Bill, he hoped the Mi-
nistry as such would support 1t. He hoped the Bill
would be supported 1if 1t could not be shown thatit was
opposed to Scripture or morahty. It had been said
that the English Parliament had invariably thrown out
a simlar Bill, but he called attention to the fact that 1t
had been repeatedly passed by the House of Commons,
but was thrown out 1n the House of Lords by priestly
inteiference and for the furtherance of priestly influ-
ence When they looked at the effect of the measure
they must conclude that many children would, by 1ts
operation, be placed under the best and most natural
protection It was said indeed that the law would be
repugnant to the law of England, but he could see
nothing 1n that, masmuch asit had been carrnied thiough
the House of Commons, and would have been the law
of England had 1t not been for the opposition he re-
ferred to,

Mr Hvuceres looked on the prninciple of the Bill as
most important and objectionable, and would move
that it be read again that day s1x months The hon.
gentleman had not shown any necessity for the Bill.
It was true that he had said a pamphlet had been
written, and that a newspaper had taken up the subject,
but he had not shown that the public required such a
measure The Act stated that there were doubts on
the subject, but there was no doubt 1f the law of Eng-
land applied 1n this colony. (Mr Burford—No) The
hon. gentleman understands the law better than I do.
(Hear, hear, and a laugh Y The hon gentleman should,
after breaking down that fence of the social system, go,
further, and do away with the laws against bigamy, 5:
would be extremely difficult to quote anything from
the Senpture against polygamy, but the law, asitstood,
had been 1n force in England for many ages, and from
that 1t was certain a majority must have been 1 favour
of it He maintaned that a lady would be a better
protectress to the children of her deceased sister as an
aunt than as a mother-in-law, He believed that the
proposed law waj opposed to the Iaw of England, and




133]

would much like to hear the opimion of the Attorney-
General.

Mr. Mizne seconded the amendment. He thought
they should, if they wished to keep that a Chrstian
country, make laws of a Christian character Mr
Stuart Wortley, the great champion of the proposed
change 1n England, admitted that if such marriages
were prohibited 1n Scripture the question was settled
In the Levitical law a man was forbidden to approach
1n marriage those near of kin—a word which referred
to affinity as well as consangmimity, and who could,
short of that, be nearer akin than a sster-m-law In
the prohibited degrees, & man 18 forbidden to marry his
brother’s wife, and i1f they took the converse of the
prohibition, 1t would be, thou shalt not marry thy
sister’s husband  He found that all Churches which
ciammed Chnistian origin, the Romush, the Greek, and
the English Churches, agreed uwpon that point If
the suthonity of the Canon was questioned, he would
only say thatit rested on the same authority as the
89 Articles, the Book of Homilies, and the Book of
Common Prayer, as they were all settled by the same
convocation In the Church of Scotland a man may
not marry any relative of his wile nearer than he
could of his own. That was expressly stated m the
Confession of Faith, chap, xxiv. 4, that was part of
the law of Scotland during its independence, and was
confirmed for ever by the Act of Union. All the
Churches that had standards to refer to agreed in pro-
hibiting such marriages It was incumbent on those
who were 1n favour of the Act to show that 1t would
improve the social relations and morals of the people
before they asked the House to legislate aganst thewr
long and deeply seated convictions le would have
no objection to refer the question to the ladies of the
colony. He was convinced they would vote against it
(No, no) A sister visiting the children of her sister
would have to restramn her affections, lest she should
be suspected of having ulterior personal views He
hoped the day was distant when, 1n that celony, mar-
nage should be looked upen as a mere civil contract,

The CommissioneR of Crowxy Laaps would support
the Bill  If he could find no moral or social objections,
which he could not, he considered the matter settled
They had decided that there should be no State religion,
and to prohibit any act on merely theological grounds
was a tyranny unless there was a State religion ~ There
was, 1 his cpimion, no resting-place between a State
rehigion and non-interference in religious matters
(Hear, hear ) He fully concurred in all the arguments
adv%\ced in favour of the measure, and weuld support
the Bill,

Mr Burrorp had the sameidea of a Christian country
as he had of a State religion He thought 1t was to
their honour that they had commenced a new state of
things, and got nd of a State Church, If the B:ll was
not passed they would be gowng back to the middle
ages, and submitting te be governed by councils and
convocations He could respect the Scriptures, but he
despised State Church councils and convocatrons
(Hear, and a laugh) Ile thought he had as good
means of knowing the opinions ot people out of doors,
as most members, and they were decidedly in favour of
the Bill  (No, no, and yes ) He thought the fact that
the Bill was repugnant to Enghsh law a great recom-
mendation (A laugh ) They had exhibited their re-
pugnance to English law, in abolishing a State religion,
and 1n the adoption of the ballot, as alson the admission
of Jews to Parhament. (Hear, hear) Repugnance to
English law formed no ground of ohjection 1in us mind,
and he would support the Ball.

.Mr Magxs supported the Bill. Hs had known many
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bands of deceased sisters, and took the greatest care of
the children of their deceased sister With regard to
the Levitical law, he could, as a Jew, say that they
did not understand 1t to prolbit such marriages Hae
referred to the cases of Abraham and Jacob, and re-
marked on a case decided 1n Scotland four months be-
fore, in which a marniage with a deceased wafe’s sister
was held valid In the 18th chapter of Leviticus he,
fovnd words forbidding indeed the taking a wife's
sister, but implying that, after the death of one sister,
a mah may marry the other, The most talented men
m England had decided that there was no immorality
m such raarriages, and there was a prowision to verily
this 1n the book of Deuteronomy requiring a younger
brother to marry the widow of his deceased elder
brother, and, if he refused, a penalty was imposed.
He trusted that the Bill would receive the hearty sance
tion of the House.

Mr SuepLEY thought the measure had been treated
too lightly ~ He had endeavoured to consider 1t
seriously, Hon members might not be in the habit of
consulting therr wives 1n the matter of legislation,
but as he had a wite blessed with good comn.on sense,
he had consulted her, (Hear,and alaugh) He would
take no authority 1n a question of that sort except the
Bible. He had referred carefully to 1t, and he asserted
that he could find no positive prohmbition in 1t of such
marriages. He then referred to the possibility of bis
having to choose a successor to hus wife, and she had
earnestly recommended, should the necessity anse,
the selection of one of her swsters  (Hear, hear)
Feeling also that 1t was the wish of the colony
generally, he would vote for the second reading of the
Bill,

Mr Baesace contended that Christian liberty shounld
not be fettered by the book of Leviticus Meadts were
forbidden, sacrifices regulated, the Sabbath year enacted
by that book, and 1t would not be right to make law
1n accordance with a book that had been, so far as they ,
were contcerned, abrogated They should take the
whole law of God as the basis of thetr legislation. He
had noticed that the regulation of the early Christian
Church forbade the person who married his wife's
sister to fill even the lowest offices of the Church, but
that was the extent of the penalty, and there was no
further prohibition.

Dr Wark supposted the second reading of the Bill.
He could not recoguise any obstacle to matrimony but
consangunuty, (llear, hear) He would only, for his
own part, regard marnage as a civil contract, He
would not interfere with the religious ceremonies which
people thought fit to celebrate, but he would regard
marriage as a caivil contract only. He had known such
marriages as the Bill 1eferred 1o to have produced the
most happy results, and he never knew a child to be
ill-treated by such a step-mother He thought the hon.
gentleman who introduced the measure scarcely
gallant, as he should and he ought to have allowed
the widows to marry thewr deceased husbands’

brothers.

Mr. Kricaacrr said he drank in wath his mother’s
milk the feeling that marriage with a dececased wife’s
sister was not only vahd, but desirable He was sur.
prised to tind, 1 fact, that any doubt could have ever
been raised on the subject,

The ArTornEY-GENERAL had been requested to refer
to the legal aspect ot the question. He had great
doubt whether such marriages were prohibited in that
colony by the Marriage Act of 1835. They could be
declared null by certain Ecclesiastical Courts in Eng-
land, but as there was no such machmnery in this
colony, he had doubts whether such marnages could




135

be #eclared illegal here  That doubt wss a reason why
all doubts should be removed, and 1if he had no doubt,
he would be all the stronger 1n favour of the Bill e
agreed with the hon member (Mr. Babbage) that, as
they were legislating for Christians, they should legia-
late upon Chrnistian, and not upon judarcal prineiples
He thought that no man should be compelled to do a
thing which he believed to be wrong, neither would he
forbid a man to do a conscientious act merely because

ﬁe (xgxe Attorney-General) thought 1t wrong, (Hear,
car

Mr Bagor satd the argument of the hon member
{Mr. Hughes) amounted to the dictum that he had nn
doubt, and therefore there was no doubt (Hear, hear )
He could not help remarking on the gross and sensual
Ime of argument adopted in opposttion to the Bill
That any woman would hve with her married sister,
and speculate on her death, was an idea most gross,
Bensual, and devilish, and he conld not entertain 1t
(Hear, hear) He was glad to hear the remarks of the
hon member (Mr. Marks) of the Jewish persuasion,
and hoped that an infusion of s co-rehgionists nto
the Engl'sh Parhament would secure the speedy
triumph of the measure n Fngland., He moved that
the Bill be read a second time,

The Bill was read a second time and committed.

Mr, Bacor moved that the first clause do stand as
printed,

Mr Burrorp moved that the words ¢ also between

any person and her deceased husband's brother” be
mserted, -

Mr Bacor opposed the amendment, It introduced
matter which had not been so fully discussed as the
matter dealt within the Billas 1t stood and he thought
its favourable reception would be sécured 1 the Legis-
lative Council by withdrawitg the amendment

The ATTORNFY-GENFRAT trould support the amend-
ment if pressed, but recommended its withdiawal,

Mr. Burrorp consented,

The clause was agreed to and the preamble read

Mr Mit~e moved a clause of which he had given
notice, to this effect, * that it shall not be compul-ory
for clergymen to celebrate marriage with a decessed
wife’s sicter ”’ e had been infouned that 1f the Bill
passed the House 1t would be compulsory on clergy-
men to celebrate such marrnages (No,no) He had
4 legal opinion to the effect, but would be glad to have
the opinion of the hon Attorney-General.

“'The ATrorNEY-GFVERAL could not, without refer-
ence, give an op'nion, but he thought a minster of
religion Licensed or permitted to ceclebrate marnages
could not be compclled to do so. Deputy-Regstrars
could be compelled, but mmmesters could not He

would, however, be prepared to support the amend-
ment,

Mr. Mitnr read an opion by Bartley, Bakewell,
and Stow to the effect that a clergyman would not be
exempt by the Court on conscientious scruples fiom
celebrating such marnages, and the clergyman might
be liable to an action for refusal

Mr Bagor, in reply to that opinon, saxd the posi-
tion of a elergyman here, where there was no State
Church hicensed to marry, was in a very different posi-
tion fromi a clergvman of the Church of England 1n
England. He would not, howewer, n respect of con-
pe.entious scruples, nppose the amendment.
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The ArrorxEY-GENERAL dissented from the opinion.
He thought that, inasmuch as clergymen were licensed
to perfoim certain functions by reason of their religious
character, the Court would respect the religious scru-
ples of such mimsters, and held them harmless for
their refusal to celebrate such marnages on such
grounds,

The amendment was added as a proviso to the clause.

House resumed, report brought up and adopted, and
the third reading made an Order of the Day for Wed.
nesday néxt. .

House adjourned until Tuesday next.

LEGISLATIVE COUNXCIL

TrairsDAY, May 21,

Mr T Stnling appeared in the Councit for the first.
time since his recent accident, and having taken the
oath, and signed the declaration required by the Act,
took his seat as 8 member of the Council,

PETITION,

Captain Bagot presented a petition from eight of the
ereditors of the late firm of Borrow and Goodiar,
praymg for a speedy settlement of their claims. He
stated that i1t was a counterpart of the petition pre-
sented to the House of Assembly, where he presumed
action would first be taken on the subject, but the pet-
tioners thought 1t respectful to present it also to that
House —1he peution was received and read.

ADMISSION OF MEMBERS TO THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

The President announced that, in consequence of
what had occurred in the House of Assembly in refe-
rence to the presence there of the lon Major O'Hals
loran, he had spoken to the Speaker on the subject,
who stated that such arrangements would be made as
were necessary to prevent the recurrence of the same
objection,

QUPSTIONS

Mr Younghusband asked why the prom.se made by
the Chief Secretary during the last session of Council,
with reference to the extension of the postal communi«
cation from Moorundee to the corner of the colony, on
the Murrav, had not been carned into effecct —The
Commissioner of Public Woirks sard that the tenders
sent up for the service had been considered too high,,
but that a vote had been placed on the Supplementary
Listimates for that puipose,

Mr Younghustand asked the date of the first 1n-
structions given to Captain Cadell relative to the ex-
penditare of the sum of £2,009, voted on the Estimates
of this year, for cleanng the River Murrsy —71he Com-
missioner of Public Wotls said the instructions were
not given before the 6th February.

Dr Davies asked what number of convicts having
tickets-of leave had been sent back by Victoria to this
colony, and what had been the expense entled on this
colony 1n consequence —The Commissicner of Publie
Warks replied that he had not been able to find any
records on the subject.

TONNAGE DUTIES REPEAL BILL.
IN COMMITTFR

On the reading of the first clause which provided for

the repeal of the tonnage dues on vessels entering Porg
Adelaide,

Captain Hart expressed his determmation to oppose

1t When the Bill was intrcduced, 1t had been argued
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that the tonnage dues shonld be repealed, because they
had fallen short of the amount anticipated. He did
not think that a sufficient reason why the amount of
£2,500, which they might anticipate from that source
towards the expenses incurred in deepening the harbour,
should be thrown away  Besides, he did not think
there was any connection between the repeal of the
tonnage dues and the proposal for the leasing of the
North-parade included 1n the Bill, He moved that
the clause be struck out

Captain Bacor seconded this  Enough had been
said during the former debate to show the propriety of
striking out the clause Whether a revenue could be
raised by the leasing of the North.parade or not, that
was not the time to abandon the tonnage dues When
they were 1n receipt ot £10,000 a year from the leasing
of the North-parade frontages, that would be the time
to give up the present tonnage dues
did not object to the leasing of the North parade, he
?ad very Little expectations of any good results arisiag

rom 1t.

Mr Fonrster called attention to the fact that thev
had already afhrmed the principle of the Bill, which
was the repeal of the tonnage dues on shipping
Having admutted the principle, the Coune} could not
consistently act in opposition to itself by stnking out
the clause,

The Corsisstonvr of Prrvuic Works had expected,
from the tune which had elapsed since the second read-
ing of the Bill, to have heard from the hon member
(Captain Hall), some more powerful reasons for his
objections to 1t than those he had used The hon
member said that the Bill was mntroduced because the
tonnage dues had not been so great as was expected
He denied that any such argument was brought forward
by the Government when the Bill was introduced
The Act No 20 ot 1854, authonised the rasing of a
loan of £100,000 for deepentng and improving the
harbour, and provided that the interest and amount
required for a sinking fund should be taken from the
general revenue  The amounts raised by harbour dues
were a'so paid into the general revenue  The abolition
of those dues, and the leasing of the North-parade,
would not only bring 1n a loarger amount to the general
revenue, but would also be of greater public benefit

Mr Ancas said 1t had always been his impression
that the tonnage dues were imposed for the purpose of
meeting the interest of the loan for deepening the
harbour He thought 1t a very bad principle when a
loan was effected, and certain taxes were levied to meet
1t, to remove those taxes from one sowrce, and seek to
derive them from another  But in th.s instance he nas
disposed to support the clause, for he thought the
shipping should be relieved as much as possible of any
taxes or imposit'ons, though he thought 1t would have
been a more straighttorward course had the Govern.
ment introduced a Bill for that epecial purpose, without
connecting 1t with another of so foreign a nature as the
leasing ot the North-parnde  He should oppose the
motion for striking out the first clause,

Mr MorprerT was glad the hon member did not
intend to oppose the clause  With regard to the re-
marks of the hon, member, respecting the ohject of the
Bill, he would remind him that he seconded the motion
for 1ts firat reading, and stated that he did so because
1€ was designed to relieve the shipping interest lhe
hon ntember had said +hat it was not right to raise a
loan, and 1mpose taxes for 1ts liquidation, aad then seek
to raise the amount from anosher source of taxation,
but he submitted that the revenue to be derived from
leasing the North-parade was no tax at all, but a rent

But, though he |
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paid voluntarly for certain advantages He trusted
hon membeis would not agree to the amendment of
the hon Captain Hall, for it embodied the pninciple of
the Bill as expressed 1n 1ts title The hon, Captan
Bagot had said that this was not the time to take off
the tonnage dues  He differed 1n opinion from him
that respect The hon member knew very well thab
every encouragement should be given to shipping at
Port Adelaide, and he submatted that, in the export of
the article with which the hon member was more 1m-
mediately connected, a considerable advantage would
result from the abolition of the tonnage dues. At the
same time a revenue would be derived of equal or
greater amount by the leasing of that which was now
useless.

Dr Davies would not oppose the clause It was
against the whole Bill that he voted on the former oc-
casion He believed the land at the North-parade
would not bring 1n the revenue which was expected,
for 1ts extent was but one-thud that of the Queen's
Wharf, and 1t had none of 1ts accommodations, ‘Then,
again, the tonnage dues were so very small that the
pubhic were not affected by them to so great an extent
as they wouald be by the heavy expenses required for
forming wharfs on the North-parade,

Mr A Scorr remarked that the Council had pre.
viously passed a resolution relative to the codification
of the laws, to which no reply had beea received from
the House of Assembly. ‘lill that was done he should
not support that or any other Bill sent up to them from
the other House.

Captain Harr, 1n reply to the remarks of the hon,
the Commsstoner of Public Works, relative to his
(Captain Hall's) having advanced no new arguments,
would state that he fully expressed his objections when
the motion for the second reading was, discussed,
Nothing which he had heard advanced tended 1n the
least to shake his opmions As long as his name re-
mained on the roll, he should feel 1t his duty to vote
agamnst the clause. 1t was proposed by the Bilito abandon
the substance for the shadow. It was an attempt to
denude themselves of a certan revenue for a problema-
tical one to be derived trom the North-parade, which
he believed would never jield sufficient to pay the
interest upon the necessary outlay. The Government
should have consulted those best acquainted with the
subject before bringing 1n the Bill ~ The House pro-
posed to do away with a certain revenue of £2,600 for
the unsatisfactory reason that 1t -vas so insignificant.
He could not understand the policy cf the House, 1n
sceking to deprive themselves of the amount, and to
seek 1t from some other uncertain source. The hon,
Mr Morphett had said that he wished to see all res-
trictions and impesitions removed from the shipping
interest  So did he, but he did not sitin that House
as the representative of any class 1hterest, but to pro-
mote the general intgrest of the colony  Smce the im-
provements at Port Adelaide had been commenced, the
shipping nterest had received double the advantages
of the amounts paid as tonnage dues. But af these
were taken off from wnat source could the amount be
made up?® Never fiom the North-parade Probably,
when this was ascertaiied, some hon member would
propose to levy a tax on woolbags, Ie would remove
all unyust and oppressive taxes, but the tonnage dues
were not of this kind  There never had been any
reasonable compraint against them. When Mynheer
Von Dunk came to the Port with his cargo of tunber,
he could well afford to pay his 6d a ton, and those
who chose to rematn at the Lightship were not charged
a farthing Tnose who thought fit to corne up to the
Port could, however, save three times the amount of
the tonnage dues by the dimimished cost of ballast,
which had been rcduced to 2s a ton
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Mr. Anoas suggested that the price might be rased
to 33 a ton, without inconveniencing the shipowners,
1t having been formerly from 78 to 10s per ton.

Captain Harr would have hardly expected such a
suggestion from the hon member ~ Ihd he think this
would be a means of relieving the shipping interest?
But the fact was that the Harbour Trust were not
sellers of ballast, though they had by their arrange-
ments been the means of reducing the price  Before
the Harbour Trust commenced deepening the harbour,
there were certain ballast-men, who charged whatever
they pleased The shipping 1nterest was dependent
upon tl er consctences, 1f they had any  The arrange-
gllems of the Harbour Trust had altered that state of

ings.

The Coyvissioner of Pusric Works repled.
The House divided on the motion of Captamn Hall

that the clause be struck out, which was nega-
tived by a majority of 4.

AYFS, 9. NOES, b.
Mr. Younghusband Mr Stirling
Mr Forster Mr A, Scott
Major O’Halloran Mr Everard
Dr Davies Captain Bagot

Mr Morphett

Captain Freeling

Capt Scott

Mr, Angas

Mr. Davenport (Teller)

Clause 1 was then agreed to, and the Commuttee ob-
taned leave to sit agan on the following Tuesday.

House then adjourned to the followmng Tuesday

Capt. Hall (Teller).

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL -

Toespay, Mavy 26.
TRAMWAYS,

A petition was presented by Captain Hall, from a
number of the residents of Strathalbyr, Macclesfield,
and adjoming districts, n favour of a system of tram-
ways.—Received and read.

GUICHEN BAY,

In answer to Mr Morphett, the Commussioner of
Public Works said that a Pilot had already been ap-
pomnted at Guichen Bay, and 1t was intended to con-
struct a Lighthouse,

EXPENSES OF RATLWAYS AND TRAMWAYS,

Captain Bagot moved for returns of the rece pts and
expenditure during s1x months, of the Goolwa Tram-
way, and the Port Railway.—Agreed to

PORTLAND BAY.

Mr Baker asked the hon Commuissioner of Public
‘Works whether any communication had been opened
by our Government with the Government of Victona
relative to the duties on the goods brought from Port-
land Bay for consumption m South Australia, He
(Mr Baker) had called attention to the subject some
time ago, and he believed the amount would be found
equal to that collected by our Government upon goods
taken up the Murray for Victoria —The Commissioner
of Public Works was not aware of any recent commu-
nication on the subject, but he would be prepared with
a reply on Thursday.

RIVER MURRAY DUTIES
Mr. Younghusband, before asking the question of

which he had given notice, would call the attention of !
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the hon, Commussioner of Public Works to the Chief
Secretary’s letter to the Clief Secretary of Victora,
dated February 25, 1857, and published in Council
Paper No 23, page 9 From that communication, 1t
seemed clear to him that our Government had agreed,
till the completion of the anangements, to continue
collecting the duties, and 1t was ewvident, from a de-
spatch since received, that the Victorian Government
took the same view of it Notwithstanding this, he
believed there had been two large parcels of goods per-
mitted to go up the Murray, which had been shipped
from Port Adelaide in bond, and upon which no duties
had been collected by our Government It such were
the case, and the fact became known to the Victorian
Government, 1t would certainly be considered a breach
of faith, and would tend to increase any 1ll-feeling
which might at present exist between the two Govern-
ments He would, therefore, 1n pursuance of the
notice he had given, ask the hon. Commussioner of
Public Works whether the Government were aware,
that, in contravention of the notification niade by the
Chief Secretary of this colony, on the 25th February
last, to the Chief Secretary of Victoria, goods subject
to duty in Victona had been sent up the Murray
without the duty having been collected here, and
placed to the credit of that colony, such being, appa-
rently, a breach of faith, and at variance with parar
giaph No 6 1n the above despatch, relying on which
the Government of Victoria was now acting —The
Cemmussioner of Public Works said 1t was quite true
that the goods 1n question had been suffered to be sent
in bond, but there had not in that been any contraven-
tion of the agreement contamned m the letter from
which the hon member had read an extract The
owner of the goods was allowed to ship them upon
giving his bond to pay such duties as this Government
might hereafter demand of him, and the amount, when
ascertamed and received, would be banded over to the
Victorian Government.

TONNAGE DUTIES REPEAL BILL.
IN COMMITTEE,

s On the 2nd clause being read,

The CommissioNFR of Pusuioc Works moved as an
amendment the msertion of the following reconstructed
clause .—That 1t shall be lawful for the Governor, with
the advice and consent of the Executive Council, to
grant leases to any person or persons who may be will-
ng to accept the same, of the water frontage at Port
Adelawde, known as the North parade, 1n such lots as
may be expedient, and for the best rent that can be
reasonably obtained at public auction, for any pertod
not exceeding thirty years; and every such lease shail
eontain a covenant that the lessee shall, within two
years from the date thereof, run out a platform wharf,
Wwith open bays to a uniform line, not to extend beyond
a straight line drawn from the Prmce’s Wharf to the
Queen’s Wharf, such platform wharf to be well and
substantially erected, and 1n such manner as will admt
of the bottom of the samd harbour being deepened in
front thereof to a depth of fourteen feet, provided that
no lessee be allowed to erget any building upon the
land so demised other than such temporary erections
as may be necessary for the use ot the wharf The
amendment m no way altered the sense of the clause
as sent up by the other House, but the phraseology was
made somewhat more clear,

The SurRvEYOR-GENERAL seconded the amendment.

Captain ScoTr thought some doubt might arse as to
what burldings should be considered ** temporary.”

Mr Baxsr had hoped that, after the expression of
opwion by that Iouse, at the second reading, the
Government would have withdrawn the Bill, or, ag
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least, have so modifled 1t 1n Commuttee as to meet the
objections which had been urged against 1it.  Had he
not been compelled to leave before the division, 1t
would have been thrown out, and he was exceedingly
sorry 1t had not It would have been better 1f the Bill
had been confined to the leasing of the North-parade,
and then a separate Bill mmght have been introduced
ieto the other House for the removal of the tonnage
dues There could have been no ditheulty in this, and
it would have given each hon member the power of
supporung one measure 1f he chose, and opposing the
other. As it was, they were compelled to sanctiun the
whole or reject both  He should feel 1t his duty to
oppose the Bill in every stage  He trusted, howeser,
that 1t would be withdrawn or modified, or at least
delayed till the other House had expressed some
opinion upon the resolution transmitted to 1t by that
House agamnst mntrodueing various matters into one
Act.

Mr Youxenussand moved, that all the words after
¢ demised” be struck out.

The Couuissioner of Pusric WoRks seconded, but
stated 1t was the wish of the Government to interfere
with existing intetests as little as possible, as was shown
by the prombition of such permanent bwldings as
would have served for the warehous.ng of goods,

Captain a1L asked the mreaming of the term 1n the
motion ** open bays.”

The SurveyoR-GENERAL explained that a ¢“dbay,’” in
technical language, was a part into whicn the current
could flow with no other obstruction than the pules.

Captamn HaLr explained

Captain Scorr said the Government would, of course,
bind the lessees to do no injury to the Harbour, and
the Harbour-Master would see that no improper pro-
jections were made It would not, of course, be de-
sirable or necessary to extend the wharf to more than
25 feet, which would leave Prmce’s Wharf extending
100 feet further, and leave ample space for vessels
The expense of deepening the harbour to 14 feet would
be great, but then the wharf would be the best paying
one n the Port, as 1t could take larger vessels than the
Queen’s Wharf, which had only 10 feet depth of water
Indeed, few at the Port had more than 11 feet. The
Priace’s Wharf might have somewhat more, and the
Patent Copper Company were deepening theirs to 17

feet As to the steps, that would be arranged also by
the Government. The Bill need not specify all those
things.

Captain Har1 would not authorize the Executive to
injure the harbour. The Act should bind them down
to an extension not exceeding 25 feet.

Captain Bacor concurred with the hon Mr, Baker
in thinking 1t would have been more for the dignity of
that House to have awaited the effect of the resolution
they had transmitted to the other House,

Mr. Baxer remarked that when the piling of the
North-parade was agreed to, it was underatood that
jetties were to be thrown out, which would be a source
of profit, and 1t was said they were only delayed for
want of a plan of the harbour, e thought, therefore,
that the plan should have been furmished before the
introduction of the piesent Bill When they were
urged to leave all in the hands of the Government,
they must remember that the same Government
authorized the formation of Prince’s Wharf, which was
now admitted to be an obstruction of the stream,

Mr. Youxauussaxo said the Prince’s Wharf vwas
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built on a prece of land which was a grant from the
Crown 1t merely went to the boundary of that gran
and did not at all encroach on the harbour, As regardeé
any apprehended enroachment in front of the Notth-
parade, the Bill did not bind the Government to permat
the lessges to go out to any particular distance It left
1t 1 the hends of the Government, who would, no
doubt, obtain a report from some competent person be-
fore settling the provisions of the leases,

Mr Baxer remarked that the leasing of Victoras
square for the purposes of business might poss bly,
benefit the holders of the property immediately adjoin-
ing, but the other ciuzens would comptain,

Captain HaLL remarked that the clause, as intro-
duced, would have enabled the lessees of the wharfs to
erect paling fences and cut off the mnhabitants of the
North-parade from all access. -

Mr FosTeER would suggest to the hon. Commssioner
of Public Works the deferring of the clause, if 1ts pass-
ng were not a matter of very great urgency, though if
?e declined this he (M. Forster) should vote in its

avouyr.

The Comuissiontr of Pueric Works would act as
the House might wish, as there was not the least pres-
sure for the passing of the Bill Its object was to giva.
the Government power to act, and he must remind the
hon member (Mr Baker), who had referred to what
had been done by Government on former occasions, that
the Government of former days was not responsible to
the people 'The Government was responsible now, and
was not likely, therefore, to do or sanction anything
publicly injurious He seconded the motion, which
was carried

The House resumed, the Chairman reported progress,
and obtained leave to sit agamn on Thursday.

Adjourned to Thursday next.

o

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

Tuvespay, May 26,
PETITION

Mr, Hughes presented a petition from Mr Alfred
France, of Port Adelaide, praying the House fo con-
firm the lease of a gold-bearing quartz reef at Echunga.
It stated that the petitioner had already expended
£700, and, as 1t would be necessary to employ exven-
sive machinery, the petitioner prayed the House to
secure him from loss by confirming the lease re-
ferred to.

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

The Speaker, 1n reference to a complaint by Captain
Hart that there was a mistake in the printed Orders of
the Day, remarked that several alterations were made
hurriedly, as the House was about to rise on Friday
evening, and 1t was quite possible that the Clerk made
a mistake He suggested that to prevent such mis-
takes mn future 1t was deswrable for hon. members to
hand 1n all notices, motions, and amendments in
wnting.

IMMIGRATION.

The Commissioner of Crown Lands stated, . reply
to Mr Blyth, that a letter had been received from the
Immigration Agent, but he ‘was not prepared to say
whether or not 1t would be laid on the table. !

ROADS AND BOUNDARIES.

Mr. Blyth laid on the table a Bill to pronide for the
defimition of roads and boundarzes,—I¢t was read a flrs$
ume, and ordered to be printed.
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MCURRAY DUTIES.

The Treasurer laid on the table a Bill to regulate the
eollection of duties on the River Murray —Read a
first time, and ordered to be printed

NEW HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT.

The Cuter Srcrrrany stated that he had plans of
the new Houses of Legislature, which he would cause
to be placed in the Library for the inspection of hon
members previous to taking their opinions on the sub
_lect. The question of site would come on at the same

ime,

REGULATION OF WASTE LANDS BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

The ATTorNFY-GENERAL moved that the new clause
pardy discussed at the last mitting of the Committee
stand part of the Bull as follows —* It shall be law ful
for the Governor to demise, for the purpose of mining,
fo any person applying for the same, any portion of the
waste and unreserved lands of the Crown, not exceed-
ing forty acres, for any period not exceedmng fourteen
years, at a rent of ten shillings per acre, subject to such
regulations for the working and resumption of the
same as may from time to time be 1n that respect made
by the Governor, with the advice and consent of the
Executive Counci, and published i the South Austra-
Uian Government Gazetts.”

Mr Dawrs moved as an amendment that the word
““forty” before * acres’”” be struck out, and **eighty”
inserted mn the clause relating to the area of mineral
leases

; The Bouse divided on the amendment It was car-
ried by a mejonty of 6, the ayes being 15, the noes 9

* Mr Dawes moved the msertion of words making the
munimum duration of the mineral leases fourteen years.

The ArtorNeY-GEnPRAL would not oppose the
amendment, but called attentien to the desirability of
gving a pawer of renewal of mineral leases to the Go-
vernmeat He was not, however, prepared to support
such a power to the extent of fourteen years

Mr Nravrss suggested that there should be a fine 1m-
posed of not less than £1 per acre of the area leased on
all renewals  The amount could be settled under the
arbrtration clause in case of dispule

. The ATToraEY-GFNFRAL, 1n rcply to Mr Mildred,
sard he had no doubt the clause as 1t stoad would give
power to the Government to annul leases of land proved
on trial to be not worth working.

+ The Cr1er SECRrTARY opposcd the amendment, e
would have no objection to a power of renewal by the

Government, but that should be under conditions de-

pending on the then value of the property

Mr Watrruouse thought 1t would be sufficient to
gell the leases by uction at the end of the term, sub-
Ject to the upset rent and the value of the improve.
ments, which latter would go to the previous holders,
and thus give them a great advantage n bidding for a
renewal

'Ih'e House divided on the amendment, ¥t was lost
by a majonty of twelve

Mr, Neaves moved an amendment, giving a right of
neewal of leases for fourteen years on paymentof a
fine of not less than £1 per acre of the area so leased.
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The Treasunrrn could not support the amendment
The clause altogether was one upon which he looked
with doubt The ground upon which m.neial leases
were recommesnded was as a reward for mineral dis.
covery, Genually the want of capital placed the dis-
coverer mn the hands of moneyed men, and the discoverer
did not gain an advantage equivalent to the public
acknowledgment of the value of s diseovery, He
thought the reward should be paid m a round sum.
He did not wish to oppose the iutrodaction of the
clause, but must oppose the perpetuation of the leasmg
system,

Mr NEeares mainta ned thatit was thelaw of hiabihity
which deterred capitalists from remainiug i connection
with mines whan they began to look bad  That was
now removed by the Limited Liabiity Act  There
were other causes operating besides those referred to by
the Treasurer  Most of the minor mines had been the
property of the propristors of the 1icher mines, but 1t
was the fact he had stated, and the gold diggings which
caused them to be abandoned  He had himself lost
upwards of £2,000 by the abandonment of a mine on the
gold discovery e hoped that the lease of aupiferous
land that had been granted would rot be sanctioned by
the louse, or if 1t was, that it should be expressly
declared an exceptional ese  He would repeat his
conviction, that there were i the colonydeposits of the
precious metal  The results of the crushing mill,
although not great, were sufficient to show u wide
diffusion of gold in the colony,

The amendment was agreed to.

The Cuirr Srerrrary moved the introduction of
words extending the power of the Government to makd
regulations for the granting of the leases.

The Coumissioner of Crown Laxps said 1t was
necessary to make some provision as to granting leases
1of aunfeious iand By this clause as 1t stood such
‘ power would be placed in the hands of the Govern-
| ment, and they were desirous of having the opinion of,
the House on the subjeet

The Cuier SecrETARY said the rewards heretofers
offered were lump sums, and appl.ed to the discovery
of a gold-field or fields That did not apply to gold
reefs, and as those parties referred to considered they
had discovered a gold reef, a lease was granted tothem
of a small portion of that reef The Government did
that to meet a special case

Mr Nearrs moved that each lease should contan @
proviso exempting auriferous lands from its operation.
He also explained that the Gold Commission had
put before discoverers the advantage of the hberal
artangements of the Port Philllp Government, with
permission to work an catended area of the aunferoust
! land they discovered,

Mr Praxr had referred more particularly to dis
coveres of gold on land leased under the clause

Mr Harvrerr suggested the withdrawal and recon-
sideration of the clause

Mr WatermoUusE thought the principle recom-
mended by the member for the Burra would operate i~
Junously  When a party discovered gold he would’
endeavour to secure a mineral lease of the aunferous
land, he would then prosecute his search, and pro-
bably clarm the advantage ot the gold discovery.
‘There was, he belicved, a reward of a large amount
offered for the discovery of a gold-field.

The Trrasorer supported the recommendation to
withdraw the clause,

.
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The Coumrigsionzr of Crowx Lanps would do soaf
3t was the wish of the House (““No, no’"}) That
clause formed no part of the Bill as he introduced it.
but it was included on the recommendation of certain
hon. members,

The Cnier Secrrrary said there should Le a nght
retuned to the public of entry td search for gold It
would nnt be fur to grant a gold-field on such terms
a§ the leases embraced, and they would, 1n the event of
a gold disenvery, be powerless to prevent a rush of
diggers. lhere should also be & right reserved to par-
ties to dig for gold under the ordinary license. He
asked the House to decide whether they would reserve
the gold to the Crown.

Mr Bryrn objected to a withdrawal of the clause,
a8 they had arrived at a settlement of nearly every
pomnt,

The Couurssrover of Croww Lawps said, in reply to
Mr Reynolds, that there had been no lease of aum-
ferous land granted, except that at Echunga, and 1t
was desirable to have the sense of the House on the
subject generally before the B:ll passed.

Mr Neares thought the clause was of sufficient im-
portance to warrant the debate He also thonght
there would be parties found to establish a prinr night
to six of the ten acres claimed to be leased at Echunga
He thqught 1t better to allow the clause to be with-
drawn,

Mr., Neales’s amendment was carried.

The clause was then withdrawn The Chairman
reported progress, and obtamned leave to sit again on
Friday next.

IMMIGRATION RESOLUTIONS.
IN COMMITTEE,

The CoMMi1sSTONER of Crow~ LANDS moved the third
resnlution, as follows *—*¢ T hat 1t 18 expedient to afferd
imnmugrants, of a sutable class, partial assistance in
procuring passages to this province, and that, for this

urpose, embarkation orders should be 1ssued to 2
imited extent, both here and 1in the United Kingdom,
at a certain rate of payment, to be varied, from time to
time, according to circumstances *’  Under the present
system, he said, a right was given to land buyers to
nominate persons for passages, That right was verv
seldom exercised by the parties first entitled They
erther gave 1t or sold 1t to other persons having frends
or relatives whom they wished to introduce The
system was acted on to a considcrable extent There
had been w.thin the last month 180 nominations, and
in a recent immigrant ship, of 200 persons, 160 had
be:n nominated The nominations were constantly
made through the land agents In that respect the
land agents had done a good service to the community,
as most persons would rather pay their moderate charges
than mcur the trouble of acquainting themselves with
the form and making the applicatton  He thought the
present rate of nommation could be kept up at a charge
of £4 for each embarkation order He would, however,
charge 2 low rate first, and 1t could afterwards be raised
or modified according to circumstances The circum-
stauces changed frequently and to a great extent, He
might refer to the fact that at one time an urgent
request had been forwarded to the Commussioners to
send out miners, Before that request could be acted
on muners were not waated at all, Such works were
suspended owing to the gold diggings, and the men sent
out followed the others to the gold-fields. Upon the
whole, the nomination system had worked well —1t was
better than sending for particular classes, as those
classes might not be required just as the instructions to
send them began to take effect,

b3
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Mr Mirorep cpposed the resolutions as & whole,
while he agreed with the first; and he approved alse
of the House haning the control of theagent in England.
He believed that the facihties given heretofore for the
mtroduction of immigrants had acted well, but now 1t
wag essential that they should have a constant stream
of immigrants, or the mning and agricultu-al interests
would be deeply injured It the plotting svstem of the
Commiseioner of Crown Lands was caraed out, 1t
would injure the colony, and reduce it to the condition
of Treland where that system prevaled. (**No, no ")
He moved as an amendment, * Tnat it 1s expedient to
advance to 1mmigrants of a smtable class assistance for
procuring passages to this provincs, and that for this
purpose embarkation orders should be 1ssued both here
and 1 the Umted Kingdom, containing a clause re-
quning payment of money so advanced, to be varied
from time to time according to circumstances”’ In the
year 1825 and up to 1830 1t was usual to grant, up to &
certain extent, an acre of land 1n Van Diemen’s Land
for every pound a person introduced. They did not
want men witn £100 to come, buy a section, and squat
upon ¢, 1n the hope of becoming independent  (Hear,
hear ) They wanted capitalists and labourers

Mr. Warrruouse, without addressing hiraself to the
various subjects referred to by the moyer of the amend-
ment, would second 1t He thought they should make
theirimmigration scheme self-sustaimng  Mrs Chisholm
had acted on that prineiple, and the German imnugrants
had carried out that principle Some of the money
probab'y remained unpaid in the latter case, but he
thought at least 75 per cent had been collected There
was, he felt convinced, a strong feeling at home in
favour of emigrating to this colony, and the parties
would have no objection to enter 1nto an obligation to
refund their passage-money By that means they would
be able to devote the greater partif not all their Land
Fund to internal improvements,

The CowwvissionFr of Crown LAxDs was opposed to
passing any law that could not be enforced It was
thatand no objection to the principle of the amendment
that led him to oppose it ‘lnsre was no analogy
between a public and a private agreement. Many
persons would not hesitate to break an agreement with
Government who would not do so with private paities.
He confessed that he was surprised to hear the hon.
the mover of the amendment condemn the system which
was, he thought, justly the glory of South Anstraha—
the system wh.ch was her admitted safeguard against
the attractions of the gold colonies, and which wedded
the population to her soil. He confessed that, so far
from discouraging the introduction of humble but n-
dustrious small capitalists, 1t was the class he would
encourage to the greatest extent. (Hear, hear )

Mr. Huenrs could not support the amendment, for
he considered 1t recommended a system that had heen
tried and failed He could not, however, agree with
the resolutions It seemed agreed on all hands that
labour must be introduced, and he had hoped to have
heard from the Minstry some defimition of the condi~
tions upon which they considered labour could be
introduced and retained. (Hear hear) He could not
understand why the nomination system should be
altered, as 1t was admitted to have worked so well If
they agreed to the resolutions, they would have few
others he was convinced than small capitalists and
artisang, who would avail themselves of their assistance
to get to Melbourne, He believed that the most healthy
class’'of immezrants were agricultural labourers, and to
pass the resolution was to say that the province should
have no more agricultural labourers, as they were not
able to pay any portion of therr passage.money, Hs
would repeat that he eould not see why the resolutions
should not be embodied in an Act.
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The Treasurer did not think the resources of the
colony would be best developed by employing half the
Land Fund in introducing persons to South Australia
en route to Melbourne That, 1f not the object of the
member for the Port, (Mr Hughes), would be thenevi-
table result of carrying out his views As to all that
had been said 1n favour of nomnations, he could only
reply that the resolutions proposed to continue and ex-
tend that system He had considerable experience i
the matter at the Treasury, and could say that in nine
cases out of ten the purchaser of land did not exe:cise
his right of nomination, but persons did to whom they
transferred that nght  That day he had received
twenty applications to interest himself with land pur-
chasers to obtain remission orders from purchasers of
land The resolution proposed that the money now
paid to land agents and others should be paid into the
pubhe funds for embarkation orders He had seen the
system of sssisting by way of loan tried with the Ger-
mang, n this and other colones, and 1n all such cases
it had failéed He was sati-fied that any attempt fo re-
introduce 1t would be futile, and would only entail
defeat of the law  He was surprised at the tuin which
the discussion had taken, recollecting as he did the
general feeling recently expressed mn the House as to
the folly of expending money to bring out people for
Victona, ,

Mr. Duxw confessed he could not understand what
was mueant by suirtable clasees Some of the richest
farming men 1n the colony had come out day-labourers
They began with a little, and 80 got on  He had heard
an hon friend say that no farmer could afford to pay
more than one bushel of wheat per day for the best furm-
labourer They had been paying a higher rate, .and
could not continue to doso  He thought they should
eontinue free immigration even 1f one half the persons
introduced went away The colony was all the better
for those who remained.

My BiryTz believed the end and object of the resolu-
tiong were to stop free immigration altogether He be.
lieved that was the town policy as opposed to the
country mnterest He had, on a former occasion, sup-
ported a motion for the introduction of immigrznts by
at least ane ship & month, and he rejoiced that he did
80, a8 by that means the Burra mine and other great
fields for Jabour had oeen kept 1n operation to the great
benefit of the colony He believed the object of the
regolutions was to expend large sums 1n the erection of
public buildings, and to stop mmmigration—in fact to
burn .he candle at both ends  (Hear, hear ) Thenthe
words of the resolution * partial assstance,” and
s limited extent,’”” as applied to assisted immigration,
showed that the result must be what he had said  He
would vote for the amendment, and if that was lost, he
would vote against the resolut;lon.

The Curer SECRETARY dissented from the amend-
ment and the statements of the hon. mover That hon
member was for a repayment of the labourer’s passage-
money. He would vote agamnst that because he knew
1t was 1mpossible to carry it out In every colony in-
dentured servants had evaded their obligations The
effect here would be to urge them on to Victona, and
83 lose all advantage from their outlay and from the
remdence of the mndividual (Hear, hear ) He held
to the system of repayment by retaining the labourer
until he became the purchaser of land ~ (Hear hear’i
By that he gave an assurance of residence, and repai
to the colony means of introducing not one but twe
labourers 1 his place. The state of this colony and
Ireland could bear no comparison, The small holder
1n Iyeland did not cultivate land to escape hired labour,
but tp gain a subsistence. In this colony he thought
1t -would be wisdom of the large farmers to encourage
such men about them as the hon.: member (Mr. Mil-
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dred) seemed to hold in such horror. Men who wanted
money to cultivate their eections would go and work for
it If thev worked only 100 days 1n the year for hire,
1t would be better than to have mere labouiers, who
would run wherever high wages mvited them. The
hon member for Gumeracha had strangely misunder-
stood the words *partial assistance’ ‘lhe meaning
was, that the assmstance should be small, and the
words ** hrmted extent,’” were justified as their opera-
tions must of necessity be limited by the sum voted by
that House 1f therc was a pressure of independent
Fnghshmen who were starving at home, and who were ,
eager to come out, their friends would no doubt wil.
lingly pay the amount required for remission orders,
A party in that House seemed to think that a sum of
£50,000 once set apart for 1mmigration purposes could
be made to work for ever by requiring repayment from
the immigrants, 'That certanly came strange from
on members who charged the Government with op-
position to rmmigration when they proposed an annual
vote to be apphed for the introduction of immigrants

Mr Bacor, as the representative of a large agricul-
tural district, would have supported the amendmentf
he could have seen any force 1n the argumerts with
which 1t was recommended As he beheved the reso-
lution was calenlated to secure the general benefit he
would support it. He thought there might be means
adopted of requiring the party who nommated 1mmi-
grants to bind themselves to secure residence or repay-
ment of part of the passage-money. (Hear, hear) He
thought an addition of that sort would have the effect
of removing the ohjections to the resolution Then
there should besome restriction as to the class of immi-
grants to be assieted It would not do to mntroduce old
men and other unavailable colomists He was, how-
ever, while 1n favour of asmsted mmmigration, not dis-
posed to abandon free immgration altngether (Hear,
hear ) The farmer, 1t was true, would generally nomi-
nate a relative, who would work with }1mon his aruval,
and that would have the effect of relieving to that ex-
tent the labour market The great question, however,
was not to introduce, but to retain colonists (Hear,
hear,) He would support the resolution, without any
apprehension as to 1ts effect being injurious,

The ATToRNEY-GFNERAL said the resolution stood
half wav between two opposing opinions entertained
1n that House—the one 1n which the hon. member for
the Port (Mr Hughes) inssted, without regard to the
circumstances of the colony, or the improbability of the
persons remaining, that we should continue to devote a
definite amount, probably one-half, of the Land Fund
to a system of free immigration, and the other class of
opimons represented by the hon mover of the amend-
ment, namely, thatnstead of free immu.gration, with-
out reference to the circumstances of the colony, they
should impose on each person the necessity of paying
mto the general revenue of the colony the money ex-
pended on mtroducing him. The hon members who.
were opposed to the resolution must feel dispused to
support 1t, feeling that 1f 1t did not accord wholly with
thair own views, 1t came nearer to them than anything
else lhikely to be agrced on: When the hon. member
for Gumeracha said the object of the resoluyon was to
stop immigration—(hear, hear)—he sud something not
warranted by anything in the terms of the resolution,
Had he said, indeed, that such was s impression, not -
from the resolution, but from the language of some hon.
memberof that House. Then he (the Attorney-General)
would say that he was bound to nothing not in the
resolution, and that the Goyernment plan would be
carried out 1yrespective of the private opinlons of any
ndividuals. (Hear, hear ) He said that because he
he was obliged to dissent from the opmions of the hon.
the Commissioner of Crown Lands. The Government
were only bound by the sentiments expressed in the

v
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resolution. Every hon member knew how frequently
_ the general scope of a measure was agreed to for widely
different reasons, and no inconvenience arose from such
* difference of opinion which led to the same result
The prineiple embodied mn the resolution was, that when
the Government sold land, they should expend a cer-
tain portion of the price of that land to bring labour
to the colony That was the spirit of the resolution,
(No,no) With reference to the suggestion of the
hon. member for Light, he would find s views em-
bodied in the second resolution—that suggestion was a
- practical solution of one of the difficulties of the ques.
tion, (Hear, hear ) That was a means of carrying
the resolutions out—(hear, hear)—and of enabling the
Government to introduce immigrants wholly at the
Government expense, and at the same time to take
care that they remained 1n the colony That was one
of the suggestions which the Government would cor-
+ daally recetse from hon, members. In his view there
was nothing agamst a continuation of free ymmigration
n the resolution The hon member for Gumeracha
found the cloven foot 1n two phrases, which exhibited
»the deadly des:gns of the Go¥ernment to limit the popu-
lation to 1ts present amount, and therr intention to
destroy free immigration. (Hear, hear) 1le (the At-
torney-General) should say that he always regarded a
_dwvision of the Land FFund as an essential conditton to the
prosperity of this colony With regard to the objec-
tions to the words * partial assistance’” and * lunited
extent,” he wonld ask hon members tosay what would
be the effect of striking out those words. In the first
place, 1f the assistance was not partial, they would ne-
gative a resolution passed by the House  With regard
to the words ** limited extent,’”” as1t so happened that
their funds were limited, evenif they applied the whole
to the purposes of emigration 1t still wonld be hmuted,
.ard, as they did not 1ntend to apply the whole of the
fund to that purpose, of necessity the amount must be
Iimited Therefore by ormitting those words they would
be under the obhigation to assist ail persons who might
be desirous of cbtaining embarkation orders, The Go-
vernment had 1n view three modes of introducing im-
migrants, First, wholly at the Government expense,
but at present requiring something like an assurance
that they would remain such a period in the colony as
‘to give some repayment of the expcnse of bringing
them out The second plan was that persons desirous
of bringing out their friends should, by means of em.
‘barkation orders, have a means of downg so. He would
say with his hon friend the Chief Secretary that if
there was any doubt as to the meaning embodied in the
‘words *“ suitable class,”” 1t should be made to express
the labouring class. Ry paying the amount required
for the embarkation orders, they would not only add to
a certamn extent tothe general revenue, but, inasmuch as
they expected to derive benefit themselves from the 1n-
troduction of their friends, they must also bengfit the
colony. '
" Mr. Mitprrp thought more stress had been laid on
his words than they deserved. He had an 1dea of re-
commending that on a residence of two years, the im-
migrant should be free of all charge, at the end of
twelve months, hiable for half his passage-money, and
at the end of eighteen months, for one fourth of 1t
Thus, instead of persons being called upon to pay any
portion in England, the secunty should be given for
the repayment in the colony.

Mr. Nearzes thought the two points in the discussion
approached yery closely, and they could do nothing
better than to pass the third resolution He did not
agree 1n the statement that orders obtained through
the agents had worked well. He believed that many
of the nommation orders had been furwarded to Mel-
bourne, and sent home to assist out the friends of per-
sons resident 1n Victona, . “
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Mr. Bansaor congratulated the House on the change
of mnd 1n the hon gentlemen on the Treasury Benches
It was 1n consequence of the declagrations of the Chief
Secretary and the Attorney-General that they had no
hope of any reasonable security to justify free immi-
gration that he and others had voted against the Go-
vernment, They voted 80 because they believed they
were voting against a cessation of immigration. He
felt, with the member for Mount Barker, that 1t was
better to haveimmigration, even if half of the number
mntroduced went away. He believed that the later ar-
rivals had not gone away in the same proportion as
their predecessors He was glad to find that the change
i the minds of the Government enabled them to see
the practicability of the suggestion of the hon member
for Laght, and that they, were not egamnst,free immi-
gration, -

Mr Pgaks said he must continue toregard the ques.
tion 1n a common-sense way ‘The unmigrants hereto-
fore 1ntroduced hiad left on”arrival, and 1t was consia-
tent with common sense Lo abstain from sending money
for labourers until there was some reason to believe
they would remamn, He felt that the effect of the reso.
lutions would be to introduce men who would remain
—not mere birds of passage, but men who would stick
by the colony. He was averse to any coercive deten-
tion of people, but had no fear that a proper clags would
rapidly localize themselves, and become valuable colo-
nists. He would support the resolution.

Mr DurrieLp agreed with the principle enunciated
1n the amendment, but felt that the tiume had not ar-
nived for 1ts operation, The subject of 1t was a matter
for federal legislation, (Hear, hear) When Mel-
bourne was bringing out her immigrants free, 1t was
not to be expected that we could bring them out
urider restrictions e could not support the resolu-
tiong either, and confessed that he could not under-
stand them  That he thought must also be the feeling
of other hon members when they heard such different
explanations of them from the Treasury benches, Ha
believed the effect of the resolutions must be tv arrest
free emigration, and he would oppose them step by
step.

Mr. Rey~oLps said that with regard to a remark by
the hon. member (Mr. Neales) he could see nothing to
prevent the purchage of embarkation orders, and theiwr
remission to Melbourne, to be used for the friends of
persons resident there, When theie was a possibility
of a large proportion of their immigrants going away,
he would be tor retaining all the money in the colonyp.
He would support the resolution

The ComurssronEr of Croww LaNps said, in reply
to Mr Cole, that 1t was not intended to apply the reso-
lution to any osher than Britush subjects It the Housa
wished to give 1t a more extended operation, a vote
should be passed to that effect.

The CrairmaN put the question, and declared the
amendment lost. '

Mr Warernovse thought 1t desirable to lay down
mstructions for the Immigration Agent. The officer
might be a person of intense national or religious feel-
ing, and so digposed to favour his parficular views.
l'o prevent unduve preference, he moved the following
addition to the resolution *—* And that, in granting
free or assisted passages, no undue preference be given
to emigrants of any one of the kingdoms of which the
United Kingdom ot Great Britain and Ireland 1s com.
posed, or to those professing any particular creed, but
that the number ot English, Scotch, and Irishto be in-
troduced, wholly or 1 part, at the public cxpense, be
Jetermined as nearly as possble upon the proportion
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that each people bears to theentire population of Great
Bngtamn and Ireland, and that the same rule be applied
to the forwarding of emigrants of the Protestant and
Catholic creeds.”

Mr Burrorp seconded, as he considered there had
been an undue preference to a particular creed.

Mr. Durron hoped the améndment would net be
pressed, as there was a notice that all matters in con.
nection with the resolutions should be embodied 1 a
Bilt, If that addst on was agreed to, there was no
reason why other additions should not ke moved.

Mr Wareruouse weuld withdraw 1it, on the under-
standing that the resolutions would be embodied 1n a
Bill,

The ArTorNey-Genenar recommended the hon
gentleman not to withdraw his amendment on any such
understanding. (A ladgh )

The Treasurer thought the mnstruction would tie-up
the hands of their agent most unwisely. There were
times when immigration might be carried out with cne
part of the couniury and not others, It would not
erable hun to go to the best source of supply It would
be better not to take note of the religion of the :mmi-
grant at all, but at any ume that there was reason to
be dissatisfied with the conduct of the agent to dis-
pense with his services The reason why the resolu-.
tions were put before the House by the Gosvernment
was to state fully and honestly their policy as to immi-
gration  The House could pronounce upon that, and
1t was for the Mimistry then to consider whether they
could carry out their policy, modify 1t, or leave others
to carry out views more 1n accordance with the wishes
of the House, (Hear, hear.)

Mr, Bacor said 1t was a most important subject to
which the amendment referred. It had taken hum and
the House by surpnse, and he would move that the
Chairman report pregress,

House resumed, and the report was brought up, and
the further consideration of the resolutions made an
Qrder of the Duy for./1hursday next.

CONVICT PREVENTION BILL.

Mr Warerroust explained that he had consented
to postpone the Convicts’ Prevention Act that 1t might
be longer in the hands of hon. members before it came
ou for discussion,

House adjourned until next day.

——— —

; BOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

Wepnaespay, May 27.
PRTITIONS,

Mr Mirxe presented a petition from 155 German
colonists, chiefly residint at Lobethal, praying that
Germans may be allowed to participste mm the advan-
tages of the immegration vote —lhe peuition was re-
cetved and read, but, as there had been a similar
pention printed, Mr Milne said he would not give
notice to that effect in the present case,

, Mr. Huouzs asked the hon the Treasurer, n refe-
rence to the petition of Jemes Lawrence, presented to
this House on the 5th May, why the said James Law-
rence was not entitled to a superannuation allowance
The indivienal 1n guesnon had, he said, been door-
neeper to the former Iouse of Legslature, and as he
had contnibuted to the Superannuation Fund, he (Mr,
Ilugher) would ask why the pan was not placed in the
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same position as other contnbutors —The TaEssvRar
said there was, under the Superannuation Bill, s de-
duction made from Salaries to entitle to its benefits,
but officers who resigned voluntarly, or were dis.
missed, forfeited all claim on the fund. The pérson
refesred to came under the latter class.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS.

The ComuisstoNer of"Crown Lanps laid on the table
a despatch frqm the Emigtation Commussioners on the
supply of mimng labour —The Cuier Secrerary lad
on the table a return of expenditure on mainroads.

QUESTIONS

The Crier SecreTARY, 1a reply to Mr. Blyth, said
the Government would have no objection to inform the
House of the name of the person appointed to act at the
Conference 1n Melbourne for the asstmilation of the
tanffs when that appointment was made -The Tnrea-
SURER, 1n reply to Mr Reynolds, stated that the
restriction on the export ot tin ore by the Murray
was taken off last session, and ke had not heard of 1ts
Te-1mposition.,

SUPERANNUATION FUND,

Mr FHvenes moved that there be laid upon the
table of this House a statement of the quarterly receipts
and expenditure on account of the Superannuation
Fund, since 1ts establishment by Act No 21 of 1854 ;
with a lList of the names of those officers who have re.
tired en that fund, and the amount of the pension they
severally receive from1t, and an estimate of the posr.
tion that fund will be m five years hence, under the
present laws and regulations  For the informatuon of
hon. members wha did not take part in the discussion
of that measule n a former Legislature, he would state
that an Act was passed by which officers of the ¢ vi}
service could at theiwr pleasure permit of a deduction
from their salaries tu constitute a claim on the fund,
All such deductions were to be paid mto the General
Revenue, and the payments from the fund were not to
exceed £10,000 It was admitted by the Treasurer
that so erroneous were the calculations that the amouns
would, 1n afew years, at the present rate of absorpuon,
be exhausted, 1t would therefure not be just-to allow
Juntor clerks to continue subscribing to a fund trom
which they could denve no advantage., He would put
1t 1o the House to say whether it would be better to
allow an unhmited application of public money to keep
up payments under the Act, or to pay over the £10,000
at once, to be invested and applied so far as1t would go,
With regard to Lawrence, the petittoner, he had re.
signed, andit was his advancing age that piobably
rendered that step necessary , but that should not have
operated as a disqualibcation to benefit from his pay.
nients to the fund, |

The TrEasurer explamned how the fund came to be
in the position stated  Its history was remarkable, It
was at one time proposed tp pension off two old and
merntorious officers, Mr Gilbert and Captain Lipson}
but some members of the late Legislature wished that
to be done as part.of a measure for the superannnation
of worn-out cfficers rather than as part of a pension
system. ‘lhey proposed that a sum ot £10,000 should
be appropriated 28 a nucleus of a superannuatiod
fund—the necessary balance to be made up of des
ductions from salaries of officess to be benefited by
the fund  The duty of prepanng a Bill was put
on him, when theie was but a very short time td
consider the subject, There was no tume to make the
necessary calculations, which hon members would see,
from their nature, to be very intricate, and he declined
the task  1he House then directed hum to prepard
a Bill on the best caleulations he could make, on the
understanding tlat 1t could bo passed, with a view
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to 1ts amendment, if necessary, during the recess

The measure was, however, met on 1ts introduction
1 a very different spirit, and taunts were levelled at
him a3 1o 18 being founded on erroncous calculations,
and 1t was eveutually thrown out It was disunctly
stated at the time by the members of the Government
that they could not ‘rely on calculations so hurriedly
made ‘lhey felt, however, that great injustice would
be done under the Act to many ofhcers who were now
by deduétions from their salaries paying the pepsions
ot Mr Ghiibert and Captain Lipson, while they had no
hope of gamning any advantage themselves trom the
tund He was happy to find from the motion that the
Cabinet wou'd be likely to meet support in bringing in
a measure to do justice to the civil officers who contri-
buted to the ftund Those gentlemen were really
mndebted to the hon member for the Port for bringing
the matter forward Asto Mr Lawrence, he would
make further enquinies on the subject, as he certainly
understood that he had been dismissed on a complant
of the Clerk of the Cuuncil,

Mr. Bryri said the action on the subject originated
not with the Government, but with an independent
member. The Bill he introduced was lost by a majority
of one on the second reading. The object of that Bill
was to invest the £10,009, and pay off with wterest all
subscriptions to the fuad.

The Treasurer said there was no clause in the Bill
to that effect,

Mr. Brytravished to explain the vote he gave upon
that occasion It was quite competent to the Govern-
ment to introduce at the uume such a clause, 1f they
were favourable toit  (Hear, hear )

The Treasvrer the Government Bill was at the
time 1 hand, and the measures referred to was brought
1r to cut 1t out.

Mr. BLrrH only sought, then and now, the payment
of the £10,000 authorised, and beyond that Le was not
wmnchined to go. He was happy to ind that the retprns
had been asked for,

+ Tae Crier SccrETARY supported the motion, and he

hoped the returns would induce the House to support
an smendment of the Civil Service Retwrement Bill
The statement of the hon Lreasurer was stuictly eorrect,
as he would prove byieferring to the records of the
proceedings ot the former Legislaiure In February,
1656, a member, and not one of the Government, 1ntro-
duced a Bill, as stated and referred to by the hon,
menber (Mr Blyth) Had the other Bill not merely
propused to repeal a measure, but to provide for the
retirement of officers, 1t would have been just what the
Government wished, and had promised to introduce
To show how the matter stood, 1t was moved by the
Government that the word ‘“repeal’’ be struck out, It
was afterwards moved that an address be presented to
the Governor to direct the preparation of a Bill to
amend the existing Ciyil service Retirement Bill  He
would admit tuat the exisung Bill left the lawina
most unsatsfactory state, Tne payments now made
would mn a short ume extinguish the fund, as a great
many ofhcers had withdrawn their payments from a
fund from which they could not expect to derive any
advantage He hoped the House would support a
measure which would secure justice, not only to those
who had paid to the fund, but who might yet have to
retire from the service, (Hear, hear)

Captain HarT, a8 one who took part in the former
discussion, referred to the existing Bull It arose from
an application for a pension for a most deserving
otheer. 1here was a feeling on the part.of the House
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to comply with the request, but at the same time there
was 5 desue to avoud such claims in future, As there
had been no fund formed up to that time the House
voted £10,000, that being a sum equal, 1 the opinion
of the House, to the amount that would have oeen sub.
scribed had a per centage been previously deducted
from the salaries of civil officers, It was proposed
then that there should 1n future be such a deduction
from salaries, and 2} per cent. was proposed It
turned out, however, that such a per centage was not
sufficient to meet the claims on the fund, and they
were 1n the dilemma of having the £10,000 swallowed
up 1n a short time Seeing, therefore, the unsatis.
factory staté of the fund—seeing that the payment of
24 per cent. would not support the desired payments—
the hon, gentleman who then represented Mount
Barker moved a repeil of the Act. (Hear, hear,) He
would say, however, most emphatically; let the
£10,000 be devoted as ongmally intended  Let every
man have his subscriptions refunded, with interest.
(Hear, hear )

The Treasurer would ask was that merely the ex-
pressionf of an hon member, or was 1t a provision em-
bodied 1n the Biil,

Captain Harr 1t was not a portion of the Bill, but
1t was the intention of the House. Would any hon.
member suppose that the former Council any more
than the present House would be 1nd sposed to do
Justice® (Hear, hear) Could 1t be supposed that
they could have contemplated the injustice which the
hon. gentleman’s question would infer > He was quite
satished that'the present Legislature would do justice
to the subscribers to the fund, while he was convinced
they would not rancuon the imposition of a pension
list un the colony,

The TreASURECR rose to explain. The object of the
Bill introduced by the Government was not to establish
a pension hist, but to cany out the object of a furmer
Bill, the sole difference was as to the calculations
upon which the Bill was based, .

Capt Harr. it was seen that the Bill could not carry
out the object and so 1t was rejected It could not by
any possibility raake the £10,000, which was a final
voie, meet the purposes intended , while 1t would have
pledged the Council and the country to make good all
deficiencies. (**No, no,”” from thel'reasurer )

Mr Nearnes would support the motion, and could
affirm every word stated by the hon member (Captuin
Hart) ‘The calculations upon which the second Bill
were framed were not made by any actuary and could
not be relied on. He was satisfied that not only 24
per eent, but 10 per cent would be msufficient, unless
the payment was made compulsory, (Hear, near

Mr Hvuvenes suggested that a statement should be
made at the same ume that the other return was sup.
plied of the state the fund would be 1n had the £10,000
been invested with the deductions made by the Govera-
ment ‘

The motion was agreed to.

GRANITE ISLAND,

3

Mr Hocnes asked the hon. the Commissioner of
Crown Lands whether 1t was true thas the hon. the
Treasurer had, by virtue of a preliminary land order,
layd claim to Granite Island, mn Victor Hurbour; and,
if so, whether such <laim would or must be allowed by
the Government In asking the question, he stated
that he did so, as he heard upon good &uthority that
such a claun had been made. Also, because he bore
i mind the Governor's recommendation with reference

’
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to the harbour of the Murray. e considered that
+when a claim was made for a piece of land of such
public 1mportance as Granite Island, it was a fit time
to consider the propnety of settling all outstanding
claims under preliminary land orders  He behieved the
;one in question had been used to claim a reserve at
Mitcham, alsothe land where Port Augusta township
;s was now laid out, (Hear, hear)

The CoumisstoNer of CrowN LaAxDs said it was a

’ fact that such an application had been made The land
order in question was the only one outstanding Mr

~ Torrens first selected Port Augusta. but at the wish of
the Government he withdrew 1t He afterwards ap-

phed for scctions at Mitcham, not the reserve, bug

unsold sections. He then took up eighty acres om

Yorke’s Peminsula; and, in satisfaction of the rest of

hus claim, asked for Granite Island  1he question was,

should the land be reserved by the Government for

public purposes, otherwise they were bound to comply

with the terms under which the liberty to select by a

land order was given Mr Torrens had a rnght to

~gelect Granite Island, unless it was required for public
purposes He was also authorized to state that Mr

Torrens was not desirous to prejudice the public in-

terest, (Hear, hear )

* SYDNEY SOVEREIGNS.
IN COMMITTEE.

Mr BiryTh moved that an address be presented to
his Excellency the Governor-m-Chief, requesting him
‘to 1ssue & proclamation, and take all other necessary
steps to legalize the circulation 1n this colony of the
sovereigns and half-sovereigns coned at, and 1ssued
.from the bianch of the Royal Mint at Sydney, New
South Wales On a former occaston the question was
shelved by a reference to a Select Committee nppcsed
*to 1t, and the result was, that it was reported inexpe-
dient to legalize dydney soverigns until they were
made by law current n Victoria. The coins 1n ques-
stion were now current 1 Fasmama, the Mauntius,
Singapore, and Hongkong. It would be, he thought,
a palatable measure to other colomes, and, as the ques-
tion of federation must soon come on, they would be
wise 1o conciliate all the support they could gan,
There would, by adopting his view, be a saving in the
unportation of ¢Jmn amounting to the difference between
168 per cent and 50s per ccnt  He was assured that
the comn would soon be legalized n Vietoria, and he
would reserve his further remarks as a reply to any
objections which he might think required notice.

The Treasvrir handed in a lengthened corres-
ondence between .this Government and New South
ales, which was read, and he then confessed his
astonishment to find the member for Gumeracha moving
in that matter after the report. which appeared under
his hand as Chairman of the Select Committee appointed
to consider the matter He could not concur 1n the
assertton that the question had been shelved by a
veference to a Select Committee He was not generally
faveurable to.such references, but that bemng a question
of finance and curreney, 1t was peculiarly fit to send 1t
to the imnvestigation of a Select Commuttee. It was a
subject to which the words could faurly be fzpplxcd—
« Dnink deep, or taste not the Pieran spring > (Hear,
and alaugh ) The labours of that Select Commuttee
were not unumportant, and 1t would a1d the House, he
thought, 1f he read some of the answers given by Mr.
Oldham, the manager of the Union Bank., That gen-
tleman thought the value n India of the Sydney
sovereign would be under that of the British sovereign
He also thought the currency of all the Australian
colonies should be the same, Mr, Elder also thought
their not being legalized 1n Victoria, was a great objec-
tion-to legalize them here. The apinion was general
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tkat the proposed object was undesirable, and he con-
curred in that opmmon. The hon gentleman had not
shown that the notes current here were deterorated
in value, that the currency was mnsufficient, or that his
proposition should be adopted 1n the face of the recom.
mendation of the Select Committee of which he was
Chairman  The only advantage that could result from
the proposed change was, that 1t might. enable some
parties to cheat their erdéditors, by paying in less valu-
able coin than their debts were contracted in  (Hear,
hear) That, at least, would be ong of the results
which they mught fairly antictpate from the proposed
change  When the value of these ccins was co-
extensive with that of British sovereigns, there would
be no objection to the change, but until that was the
case, he hoped the common sense of the Hquse would
not be carried away by any specious reference to a
branch of the Royal Mint, which certainly did not pro-
guce )fruxt of equal value with the parent stem (Heay,
ear,

Mr Warerrouse did not know whether the hon,
member for Gumeracha had drunk deep or not of the
spring referred to, but it was clear that the honorable
Treasurer had drunk deep enough to muddle himself,
(Hear, and a laugh ) He (Mr. Waterhouse) had fouad
in the backwoods of America, and among the moun-
tains of Switzerland, the British sovereign passed current
without question, but they were by no means certan
that the Sydney sovereigns would pass current even 1n
England He could therefore see no advantage, and
many disadvantages, m adopting the proposed currency,
and must vote agawnst the motion.

Mr NEearrs was of opimon that, 1n a short tume, the
Sydney sovereign would be legalized 1n Victoria, and he
thought their resolution should be to adopt 1t as soon
as their neighbours did He was surprised to hearany
remark from the Treasury benches on the repudiation
of opinions expressed by a Seleet Committee after the
repudiation of the Select Committee on the Estimates
by the Chief Secretary As to changing opinions, one
mdinidual at least Bad changed lus opinions on
the subject, :n consequence of the change of circum-

stances ,

The House divided on the motion. It was lost by a
majority of mine.

Aves, 11, Nozs, 20.
Mr. Blyth The Chief Secretary
Mr Dawes The Attorney-General
Mr Dutton The Treasurer
Mr Hallets Comtmissioner of Crown
Mr Harvey Lands
Mr Krichauff Mr Babbags .
Mr Leake Mr Bagot
Mr Lindsay Mr Burford
Mr Marks Mr Cole
Mr Nedles Mr Duffield
Mr, Scammell Mr. Dunn
Capt Hart
Mr Hughes
Mr. Mildred
Mr Milne
Mr Peake

Mr. Reynolds
Mr Smedley
Dr. Wark

Mr. Waterhouse
Mr. Young

RAILWAY TO THE MURRAY.

IN COMMITTEE.

Mr Mirns moved “That an address be presented to
his Excellency the Governor-in-Chief, requesting him
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to cause the engineer officers of the Government to
survey a line of road for a railway, adapted to locomo-
tive or amimal power, from Adelaide over the Mount
Lofty Ranges, and thence, m a direction as near as
may be east, to the banks of the River Murray, ard to
lay the estimates of the cost of constructing said rail-
v.ay before this House, in order to enable this Parlia.
ment to judge of the advisability of passing an Act,
and providing funds for saxd work >’ .

Mr, REYNOIDS moved as an amendment, that all the
words 1n the notice after the word *That” be struck
out, and the following nserted .— A Select Committee
be appointed to enquire mnto and define what roads
should be considered main lines of rnads, pointing out
those which appear to the Committece most advisable
to proceed with the immediate construction thereof
That 1t be an 1nstruction to such Commuttee to enquire
and report as to the cheapest mode of constructing
such lines of road , whether macadamuized, or as rail-
ways adapted for locomotives or animal power, show-
ng the cost of eonstructing some given line of road, as
well as tne annual cost of condueting the probable
amount of passenger and goods trathe over such road,
and at what rate of speed, mcluding repairs of road
and carrying stock, according to each system, in o-der
to enable the House to come to a decision as to what
system will 1n the end be most economical, and should
therefore be adnpted 1n the construct.on of main lines
of road throughout the colony. He saw that a similar
Commuttee had been appointed by the other House,
but he felt that 1t was a matter which that House
should especially take action in, and they could by a
conference take measures to prevent their separate in-
vestigations travelling over the same ground He felt
that the 1mportance of opening up means of internal
communication was so great that he would oppose
every expenditure not absolutely necessary, that the
money of the public could be applied to that all-
important service,

Mr Warcruousz supported the amendment, the
necessity for which _was obvious from the conflicting
opinions which had been expressed. in that House . He
thought there was a great deal of misapprehension as
to the feeling of those who advocated tramroads, It was
not that they were considered better oreven equal, to
railroads, but the question was whether they were,
with their means, to have any improvement on the
macadamized roads Althoﬁgh, m certam circum-
stances, 1t would be folly to prefer tramways to railroads,
still the question was as to what was applicable to the
present state of the colony—(hear, hear)—and whether
1t would be advisable to absorb the whole credit of the
colony in forming a certain line of ratlway o the ex-
cluston of tramways over the colony He had seen at
Long Island, Ameneca, a horse doing on a tramroad
the work of nine animals with ease, and the Goolwa
Tramway was a proof of the possibility of adopting
the system with advantage here, Mr. Jackson. the
engineer of the Yan Yean Waterworks, had informed
him that the part of the tramroad in connection with
that work, formed of wood, was constructed at a cost of
£700 per mile, and that the whole hine could bé formed
of 1ron at a cost of £2,000 per mile.

Dr Wark thought it was high time to devise a
colonial system, and the House would do well to
adopt the amendment of the honorable member for the
Sturt.

Mr Hvuones was in asingular position, as he felt|*

disposed to support the moton, and also the amend-
ment. He thought there could be no hesitation as to
the superiority of the Goolwa Tramway over common
roads He had no hesitation in repeating an opinion
which excited alaugh on a former occasion, when he
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said 1t, (the Goolwa Tramway,) was the best work the
Government ever carried out  Ile was assured that a
Iine simalar to that at the Goolwa couly be laid down
at a cost of £1,600 per mule,

Mr Marks supported the motion The object was
to elieit intormation as to the cost of constructing and
working psrticular lines. He hoped that the expense
of the survey would not deter the House from placing
all the information which hon, members required before
them.

Mr BassiacE supported the amendment, They had
heard a great deal from occupants of the Tiegsury
Benches about the gradients being requued to be the
same on tramroads as on railways, there was nothing,
however, said about the curves He said much higher
gradients were available for animal power tnan would
answer for locomotives, and they could make curves
of 90 feet radius for ammal power, but they could not’
have curves of less radius for locomotives than 120
feet It was because he saw a want of information
even on the Treasury Benches that he was in favour of
remitting the question to a Select Commattee. No one
said a tramroad was better per se than a railway But’
the question was, which was best adapted to the pre-
sent clrcumstances of the colony, (Hear, hear)

Mr KricuauFr was sorry that the amendment dad
not come vn as a substantive motion He was 1n
favour of full enquiry, but he could not see how any
objection could be urged against the survey asked for
in the motion.

The ATTorRNEY-GENERAL supported the motion on a*
ground which he was convinced would be corsidered
vahd by the hon member for Encounter Bay He
confessed the extent of his ignorance, and no doubt
that hon gentteman felt with others his 1ncapacity to
deal with the question, and therefore they should have
the information which surveys alone could give them
As the amendment would huve the effect of preventing
ther having the neeaful \nformation, he would oppose
it  There was no member of that House who did not
feel the necessity for a better commumication between
Adelaide and the Port—(hear, hear)—and between
Adelaide and Mount Barker.

The Cu1er SrcrETARY supported the original motion
for the reasons advanced in support of the amendment—
the attainment of informanion  ‘lhat could be attained
by means of actual surveys. A Committee could only
found us calculations upon mmaginary surveys The'
amendment proposed to settle the mawn lines of road,
but the enquiry was too large to effect any mmmearate
pracucal advantage, while 1t would prevent the Go-
vernment from bringing forward their measure for the
extension of the Northern Railway to Kapunda and
Teatree Gully. They had for years past been en-
deavourmng to ascertain the best mode of making
common roads He thought they had now the best
plan 1n operation for that purpose (**No, no,”
from Mr Babbage ) He thought tramroads for ammal
power would be more costly than common roadsy
and 1f they had not the means of making common
roads, they could not have means to substitute for
them tramways for animal power. He was satisfied’
that enquiry would prove the superiority of railways
over tramways. ,

~ Mr, Revyrorpg withdrew his amendment.
The motion was put and carried. The House re-
sumed, and the report was brought up and adopted,™
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. )
‘Mr. ReyxoLps moved that an address be presented

3
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to His Excellency the Governor-in-Chuef, stating that
in the opinion of thie House no leave of absence should
be granted to officers of Government, beyond three
months, except on condition of the whnle of their
salaries ceasing during the period of such leave, m
order that the persons appointed to fill offices tempo-
rarily vacant may receive the full amonnt of salaries or
emoluments attached to them, and enable them fully
to discharge the duties thereof That motion had been
submitted to a former Legislature, and 1t was thought
better to reserve it for the decision of an enlarged
Legislature under a responsible Ministry  1le brought
it forward now under those circumstances It was
known that thé civil officers were employed for only
thirty-two hours per week 1n the performance of their
duty ‘They had more hohiday time than persons in
any other occupation. They had a right to s1x week's
holiday per annum, and, at some unstated perivd, leave
of absence for exghteen months on half salary  1hat
operated &s an encouragement to incofiveniencing the
Governmen? service, and as persans could be found to
perform the duties at half pay the inference was that
the salaries were too ligh  'Lhen 1t was a fact that
vany officers who had remained absent while the
salary was paid at the end of that term resigned, leav-
ing themseltes open at least to a suspiaon that they
had no intention to return when they obtained leave of
ebsence with half pay for eighteen months.

Mr. WarerEOUSE supported the motion on the
ground that the public service was injured by such
long »bsences It often happened that inferior persons
were appointed to fulfil the duties at half salary, and
when the vacancy occurred they had established a sort
of claim for the permanent appointment,

The TrEASURER felt compelled to admit that abuses
had crept in under the system, and that the public ser-
vice had been prejudiced 1o some extent Thev should,
however, look a little “o the other s.de of the picture
The hours were nearly as long in the Government
offices as 1n lawyers’ and merchants’ offices Then he
thought he could show that the remuneration was under
that 1in lawyers’, merchants’, and bankers’ offices. But
that was as nothing compared to the shght chance of
advancement 1n the public service  There were but
eight offices exclusive of professional cffices with
salaries of £300 a vear, and there were 120 candidates
for those offices  He had often advised young mennot
to enter the publicservice, and he knew instances where
men left that <ervice and went into the bush, and had
won wealtn they never could hope to gain 1n the public
service It should be observed also that the office of
Chief Secretary was now an office which was not
open to official integrity or capacity, but was a political
office open tc members of that House It was not se
heretofore, The present Chief Seeratary had gained
his poaition by degrees; and, in fact, he (the Treasurer)
had commenced as a humble landing waiter (Ilear,
hear } Thenit was almost impossible for a marred
man to lay by means to support himself 1n 1ll.health,
and if che hon mover would mtroduce the words,
““except in the case of 1ll health,”” he would not op-
pose the motion.,

Mr Praxe supported the motion, provided the sug-
gested amendment was extended to six months.

Mr Nravrrs wag afraid that would not do  They
would find that the aristocratic members always could
get medical certificates of 1ll-health, and when one ex-
pired another could be obtained.

The TrrAsurER had not recommended an unlimited
extension. Say three months on hslf pay.

Mr. Neares: the motion providing for full pay for
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three months was equal to half pay for s'x months,
He was for working Government officers harder and
paying them better when at work, but not for giving
them theinr salanes during sickness and inability to pers
form their duties, °

>

The motion was agreed to.

DIRECT TAXATION. ~

Mr. Burrorp moved that a Select Committee be ap.
pointed to collect staustics and receive evidence, with
a view to alter the present system of indirect to asystem
of direct taxation. He considered that imn rawising a
revenue reguard should he had to assisting the industnial
and ermmercial capabilities of the country. He con-

sidered the present system one of poutive evil, and
j every pound so raised a tax to that extent on industry
The s3stem was also mnquisitonal and congenial oaly to
despotic minds  He thought there would be many
advantazes arising out of a change to drect taxation,
I'The bearing of the public burdens would be equalized;
1t would promote prospenity, and 1ncrease wealth 1t
wou'd also diffuse wealth more equally, and that alone
would justify the House in attending to the subject,
Now 1f euch results would flow from an alteration of
the system, 1t would be unpatriotic not to make the
change His 1dea was, that the real wealth of the
colony was the only proper subject of tasation The
colony had now attained 1ts majority ,and could bear
the change The Customs for the last year amounted
‘o £145,000, or 303 per head By a d.rect tax of three
pence per rcre the sum of £205,000 could be raised on
the land alone &o that without touching the Land
Fund, they had sufficient to carry on the Government
without fettering industry or commerce., Farmers
would only have to pay £1 on an 80-acre section Ths
publie burden would be borne by laige landowners,
and 1t was the only system which wounld make absen-
|tees pay their proportiom of that burden Supposing
!a larger amount was reqmired, an addition of one-sixth
or one halfpenny per acre would give £35000 He
considered they had in Distniet Councils and Stipen.
diary Courts the machinerv for the collection of the
proposed revenue It would be collected without any
| per centage except in the case of arrearg, and then the
jexpense should fall on the defaulters The cgst of the
Customs Department would be saved, an large
amount of Government patronage abohished -Patronage
1in the hands of any Ministry was a bane, and nota
! blessing to the country  Smuggling would be abolished
land trade made really free under the proposed system,
| Another advantage would be that larger stoeks could
{ be kept by merchants, and the result would be to avert
rumous or injurious fluctuations in the market ‘Then
'those who grew could do as they pleased with thewr
‘produce. It was an anomaly to prevent any man to da
;as he liked with hig own, and under this system there
,would be no bunghing with tanffs or necessity for
special taxes, All that Bouse would have to do would
be to pass the law and there was the money (A
laugh ) Then the tax would be paid by the most en-
hghtened portion of the commumity, and therefore
cheerfully paid., There was a point which shouid not
be overlooked There was a large class i England
hiving on limited incomes, who, finding that they could
live cheaper here than anywhere else, would be certan,
the fine climate considered, to come here 1o say that
the gystem he proposed had never been tned was in hig
mind the strongest reason why it should be tried It
could be shown that by removiny taxes on industry
there would be a great impetus to the preduction of
wealth. He considered 1t was a Iibel on the colonists
to say that they would be repugnant to paying in
ancther form an amount no greater than they paid at
present The duties raised on wine (£4,000), spinta
and tobacco were £50,349, leaving £68,500 to be col-

lected on other goods. He maintained that the con.
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stumers of spints and tobacco were chiefly among the
industnal classes, and consequently they paid more
than their fair proportion He showed, in the case
of the 1ncome tax, that the muddle and productive
classes were exerting themselves to prevent its reduc-
tion. (Hear, hear ) It had enabled the removal of so
many duties on consumable articlesas to set every factory
n the country into active opearation  As that House
had a mission to work out the political regeneration of i
the community, he mawmntamned that they were bound
to agree to his resolution,

- Mr Mitng thought direct taxation the best pnn-
aiple, and seconded the motion, although he bad not
the shghtest expectation that 1t would be carried, He
knew that a Bill for fiee distillation would be intro-
duced shortly, but he could not understand how it
could be carried except on the principle embodied n
the motion It was also the plan by which the money
paid on Burra shares could be made to coutribute to
the revenue.

- The Coxuissr~NER of Crown Laxps said the drnink-
ing and smoking classes paid the bulk of the taxes
certainly, and as they did not complain, he saw no
necessity for an alteration, but if the guestion ever
arose 1n that form he would certainly be for direct
taxation,

The question was then put, and on a division lost
by a majonty of 8. There being—

A1FS, 9 NoEs, 17,
Commssioner of Crown The Chuief Secretary
l.ands The Attorney-General
Mz, Burford The Treasurer
Mr Duffleld Mr Babbage

Capt Hart Mr Cole
Mr Knchauff Mt Dawes
Mr Lindsay M? Dunn
Mr Marks Mr. Dutton
Mr. Milne Mr Harvey
Mr Peake. Mr Hay
Mr Hugles

Mr MacDermott
Mr, Mildred

' Mr Smedley
Dr. Wark
Mr Waterhouse
Mr. Young

RAILWAY EXTENSION

Mr. Marxs moved that estimates be prepared, and
laid on the table of the House, showing the expense of
the northern extension of the Gawler Town Railroad
to the Burra by the Wakefield and Gilbert routes,
Nos. 1 and 2, alluded to in the report of the Surveyor-
General, of the 16th Jauuary, 1857, i order to enable
the House to form a decision as to which route 1t will
be most advisable to adopt As the surveys had been
already made 1t would merely require a little trouble
to gain the information he asked for A difference of
opwnion xmught anse as to the preferable route, as one
would possibly favour the Kapunda mine and the
other a great extent of agricultural country,

+ Mr, PEARE seconded
The Cuier SecRETARY supported the motion.

Mr WaTERDOUSE suggested the propriety of includ-
g the lizes 3 and 4

_ Mr. MARXS assented,
Question put and carried.

+House adjouwrned until next day,
. L
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Tuorspay, May 28,

THE RIVER MURRAY,

Mr YouwguusBanp moved, that there be laid on the
table a report on the work effected in clearmg the
Ruver Murray since the 6th Febiuary, 1857, beng the
date of the firat instructions given by vhe Government
on the subject

Mr Baxer seconded the motwon, and expressed a
hope that the three Governments would co-operate 1n
the clearing of the river  He trusted that there would
be no objection to the motion, and hoped further that
the hon Commussioner of Public Works would inform
the House what had been already done in the matter

'The Commissioner of Punric Worke would gladsy
have answered the question at once had 1t been 1n bis
power, but he had made application to Captain Cadell,
who happened fortunately to be in Adelaide, and who
was able to supply more information on the subject
than could be obtained from any correspondence in the
hands of the Government The Government were
most anxious to foster the trade of the Murray and 1ts
tributaries— (hear, hear)—and had placed for that pur-
pose a sum of £7,000 upcn the Supplementary Lstt.
mates—#£6,000 to go 1n the construction of a steam
snagboat, which was recojmmended by Captain Cadell,
who had ascertained that the machinery for one could
be procured 1n Sydney, the boat itself being built upon
the river, and that if the money could be obtamned m
two months he could have 1t at work by the end of the
year. The other £1,600 was to be set aside for contin-
gencies, He might also state, though not exactly
bearing upon the subject, but as showing the nterest
taken by the Governments and settlers of the neigh-
bouring colonies, that he had heard from Captamn Cadell
that the Melbourne Government had placed upon the
Estimates for the ensuing year a sum-of £3,000- for the
purpose of clearing the river between Echuca and
Albury, and also that the settlers of the Darling, the
Edward, and the Murrumbidgee, had gpplied to the
New South Wales Government to place £4,000 upon
the Estimates for a simlar purpose in their neighbour-
hood, thus making a total of £7,000 to be brought to
bear 1n conjunction with ouramount One coasequence,
as he was informed, of the opening up of the river na-
vigation was, the deterrnation of many of the settless
to substitute sheep upon thewr runs for cattle, on ac-

count of the facilities now offered for the transport of
thewr wool. ,

Mr AnocAs expressed hus appreciation of the exer-
tions made for tle clearing of the river, but called at-
tention to the necessity of making the road from Gawler
to Blanchtown, so as to facilitate the journey between
Adelaide and the Murray It was not more than 50
mules from Blanchtown to Gawler, to which place the
railway was fast approaching, and if the road were
once made, passengers might come down the river and
reach Adelaide 1n half ot three-guarters of a day from
the time of their landing,

Mr. MorPHETT* the question of the road to which
the hon. member had referred was, no doubt, mpor-
tant, especially to those who were interested in the
northern districts, but the route to the Murray, whe.
ther by the '‘Goolwa, or by Gawler and Blanchtown
was not at present before the House, but the still more
important question of clearing the nver He was

sorry to hear that only £1,000 was placed on the Bsti.
mates.

The Coumissroner of Pusntc Works said the

£1,030 was only supplementary to the £2,000 already
voted, "
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Mr MoxrrPHEETT was quite aware of that, and he was
aware also that the £2,000 was already expended.

The Couvisstoner of Pusri¢c Wonrks. somewhat
more than £1,000 of 1t

Mr MorrHETT then there was that balance, and
the £7,000 now promised, of which £6,000 was to be
expended upon some patent machine,

The Comnuiostoner of Pupric Works remarked that
there would be a further sum upen the General Esti-
mates.

Mr MorraEeTT regretted that the hon, member had
not aflorded them all that information at once, which
would have rendered these repeated interruptions un-
necessmy We were voting only £1,000 while New
South Wales was voting £4,000, and Victonia £3,000
We had the chief benefit from the Murray traffie, and
1t seemed to be acting n a most niggardly and ilhberal
way to vote only £1,000,

The Commrsstoner of Punric Works again rose, and
complaned that the facts were being misrepresented.

The PrEsinF~T was undeistood to say that the dis-
cussion was gomg beyond the subject of the motion
before the House

Mr. MorpuETT remarked that the hon Commuissioner
of Public Works had opened the door to discussion by
referring to the sum placed on the esimates, This had
led him to express a wish that the amount had been
more proportioned to the inereasging mportance of the
Murray trade.

Mr. Avers understood that New South Wales was
giving £4,000 and Victonia £3,000, while we vote
£7,000

The CommrssioNer of Punric Works observed that
our £7,000 was supplementary to £2,000 during the
present year The votes of the other colonies would be
for next year.

Mr. AvErs said that strengthened the observations
he was making—that the sums contributed by the other
colonies were too small as compared with our contribu.
tion—and this he thought should be pomnted out to the
Governments of New South Wales and Victornia. He
hoped also that, before any attempt were made to pro-
cure the machinery for the steaniboat at Sydney, en-
quiries would be made whetherit eould not be obtained
m Adelaide.

The CovmisaronNer of Praric Worka said that point |1

had not been overlooked ; but 1t wasfound that nothing
could be procured here sufficiently heavy

Mr. ForsTer said that one boat would be very in-
adequate to the work to be performed upon the river;
for it could not, a8 he was informed, clear more than
fifty miles 1n a year, therefore, he would suggest that
the other Governments, who ought to feel equally 1n-
terested with our own, should each be urged to con-
tribute a similar boat.

Mr. YovncuussanD trusted a united effort for the
clearance of the river would be made by the three Go-
vernments under one executive head, so that they
might not be frnttering away their money or their
work.

The motion was carried unanimously.

DUTIES PAID AT PORTLAND BAY.

Mr. Baksr moved, that there be laid on the table
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the nearest approximate return in the power of the
Government to obtain, of the duty.paying goods con~
sumed within the Iimits of this province during the
last three years, upon which duty has been pad at
Portland Bay, 1n the colony of Victoria”’ He believed
that a large amount had been received by the Victoiian
Government for tobacco and spirits used in the Moung
Gambier district within this colony, and while we
were making arrangements for the collection and pay-
ment to that Government of all duties received here
for goods sent up the Murray for consumpuaen 1n Vie-
toria, 1t was only fair that the Vietonian Government
should equally account to us for goods which paid duty
to them and were consumed 1n this colony. Evensup-
posing that no absolutely correct returns conld be obe
tained upon the subject, he had no doubt that seme ap-
proximate returns could be made by the police stationed
i the neighbourhood of the border, for the goods
mostly came along our hine. He was told also thata
permit system obtained n the other colonies which
would facilitate the enquiry. He did not wish to refer
to the past, but he was convinced there was a spirit of
fairness actuating the Government of Victoria which
would at once lead 1t to fall into some equitable ar-
rangement with regard to future duties pajd at Port-
land Bay:

Mr. Avzrs seconded the motion

Captain Bagor thought they should ascertain whe-
ther any drawback had been allowed at Portland upon
goods sent over our border. Perhaps this might be
added to the motion.

Mr Baxer thought that could hardly have been
done. Drawback was an allowance to & shipper upon
duty-paid goods re-shipped.

The Coyurssronrr of Praric Works said the Go-
vernment would be happy to supply such information
as could be obtained Ie might mention that the
Mount Gambrer settlers were quite aware that they
would not much longer be able to draw their supplies
from Portland, as the means would shortly be secured
to them of reaching Guichen Bay.

The motion was carried.

THE SUPERANNUATION FUND.

Mr, BARER, pursuant to notice, asked the Commis-
soner of Public Works to explain the policy of the
present Government on the subject of pensions, and to
inform the House 1f the working of the Civil Service
Retirement Act was satisfactory, 1f the amount named
m that Act was sufficient for the purpose contemplated ;
not, how soen the amount would be expended, and
what steps, if any, the Government intended taking 1n
the matter. He noed only cal]l attention to the tact,
that 1n the late Legislature he had sought to repeal the
Act m eonsequence of the admission of the Govern-
ment that the fund was jn an unsausfactory state. The
Government had 1ntroduced a Bill upon the subjeqt,
which was rejected by the late Council, and he thoughs
1t desirable now that the state of the fund shogyld be
known. That 1t was unsatisfactory there could be ng
doubt It was said that persons becommg nearly en-
titled to it8 benefits were discharged from the pubhe
service, and thus deprived of their claims, and 1t was
certain that it was very unpopular among the juniors,
In his opinion, the best way would be to repeal the Act,
keeping faith with those who had elaims, and return.
g to all others the full amount they had paid with
interest thereon,

The CoMmissioneR of Pusrio Worke said it was
the intention of Government to bring ina Bill to re-
peal the preseat Act, the working of which was wholly

]
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unsatisfactery. He could not as yet say what the de-
tails would be, as they had not been considered, but
faith would of course be kept with the contributors.
Perhaps the hon, member would himself bring in a
Bill (A laugh) A return would shortly be laid on
the table, showing the receipts and expenditure since
1ts establishment in 1854  As regarded the appropria-
tion of the sum of £10,000 secured by the Aet, only
£83 193 6d. had been taken from 1t, leaving an unex-
pended balance of £9,916 0s. 6d.; but the present an-
nual charge was £1,58¢ 11s, 7d, while the contnbu-
tions of 163 subscribers amounted only to £827 3s,
leaving an annual amount of £757 8s. 7d to be pro-
vided for out of the grant of £10,000, That charge,
and an wcreased one of £200 1a each year, would 1n
s:x years eat away the enture £10,000 During the
next year, thirtéen more persons would become entitled
to retire upon the fund, and if the whole of them
should do so, the charges would of course be greatly
increased  The present intention of Government was
to correct the imperfection of the present system, to
keep good faith with the contributors, and to constitute
agi ethelent superannuation fund, avadable for public
officers.

Mr BAxER, with reference to the hon. member's re-
mark, said he could bring 12 a Bill, which would be
satisfactory to humself, and he had already stated the
principle upon which 1t would be based

. Mr. Forster enquired whether the £10,600 had been
invested o as to yield any interest.

The Couuissioner of PusLic Work3 replied in the
negative.

Mr. Baxer believed 1t was not set aside at all,

The CommisstoNgr of PusLic \Works said the Act
did not authorize 1ts bewng set as:de (A laugh )

RAILWAY COMMITTEE,

Power was given to the above Commuttee to call for
persons and papers

House adjourned to Tuesday next.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

Taurspay, May 28,

The Speaker reported that he had presented to the
Governor-in-Chiet the addresses agreed to by the
House the previous day.

THEE NEW PARLIAMENT HOUSE,

My, Blyth enquired whether a section would be laid
on the Library table, showing the height of the rooms
an the proposed Parliament House, and -also an esti-
mate of the cost —The Chief Secretary smd he would
apply to the Commissioner of Public Works to have
such a section laid on the table of the Lnbrary, An exact
estimate could not be made out without the previous
preparation of expensive specifications. The rough
estimate was £50,000 In reply to aremark of Mr
Bagot, he said the plans before the House were for a
building to adjoun the present edifice, but the Govern-
ment were not wedded to any site, and the subject of
the site would shortly be brought before the House.

PENSION TO MRS, PETRIE.

Mr Hallett moved that the House do go into Com-
mittee on his motion for an address to be presented to
his Excelleney the Governor-in-Chief, requesting his
Excellency to cause to be placed upon the Supplemen-
tary Estimates a stifficient sum ot money, consistent
with the means of the colony, to provide an annuity,
not exceeding £100 per annum, to Mrs. Petrie (late
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Miss Flinders), daughter of Captain Flinders, the early
explorer of this and the adjoumng coelonies,—The Chuef
Secretary moved as an_amendment that the House do
go mto Commuttee on the question. The mover should
have informed the House whether there had been a,
petation from the lady 1n question, whether she would
accept the peasion 1if 1t were granted, and whether the
other colonies were taking action on the matter, as it
was clear that South Australia was not the only colony
that had benefited by the labours of Captain Flinders.
—Mr, Bagot, as seconder of the motion, suggested that
the mover should be permitted to speak to the ques-
tion —71hat being assented to, Mr Hallett said he
believed there was no petion, but he saw by private
cotrespondence that such assistauce would be very
gratefully received, He believed, also, although he
conld not vouch for the fact, that Mrs, Petrie recerved
£100 from one colony,~The question was then put and
negatived
LIBRARY COMMITIEE,

Mr. Blyth moved thata Standing Iabrary Com-
mttee be appointed, to consist of three members. Ho
suggested the Speaker, the Attorney-General, and the
hon member tor Light (Mr, Bagot) —Mr Duffield
seconded, assuming that the Commitiee would act 1n
unison with the Committee of the Legislative Council
~—1he Chief Secretary moved that the Committes
should have a continual power of conference with the
other Committee, and that the result of that vote be
communicated by message to the Legislazive Council.
He begged to suggest that his first recommendation
should be added to the original motion, and the second’

 made a substantive motion.—That course was agreed

to, and acted upon

ECHUNGA QUARTZ REEF.

Mr Huicursmoved that the petition of Alfred France,
presented to this House on the 28th May, be taken
into consideration, with a view of complywng with the
prayer thereof,

The petition having been read by the Clerk —

Mr. Huenks said he had no i1dea of interfering with
the mights of the alluwal diggers, but acted in the hope
of making productive the auriferous quartz reefs of the
colony, Ue was prepared to deny that any other par-
ties were entitled to the discovery of thereefin ques-
tion., It was originally discovered by Mr James Ghles
and Mr, Smart, in January, 1854 {'hey attempted to
purchase the land, but being auriferous 1t was reserved,
It was true indeed that parties claimed a reward in
February, 1857, for the discovery of that reef as a gold-
field, but those parties made no application for a lease.
The oniginal discoverers having ascertained the mode
of extracting gold from quartz, applied, 1n conjunction
with the petitioner, for a lease. ‘Lhey had gone to an ,
expense ot £700 in 1mporting a crushing-machine.

The ATToRNEY-GENERAL suggested the propriety of
referring the matter to a Select Commuttee, as the tacts ,
were 1n dispute, ,

My, HuasES was quite content to do so.

Mr. Neates said the fact was, Mr, Ghles found gold
there three years ago, but, 1nstead ot working the ground,
he abandoned it, and so lost as a digger his claim
Other men had commenced working the ground, and
continued te do so It wasonly the petitioner, France,
who objected to comply with the claims of the diggers ,
the other parties merely asked for ten acres of the land
adjoning their elaim, As to the machinery spoken of,
1t was condemned by the parties themselves as useless,
tor that morning a quantity of quartz of their raising
hgd been sent to be crushed by the Government ma-
chine.
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Captamn Harr explained that the quartz had teen
sent 1n to be crushed by the Government machine, be-
cause the parties were unwilling to go to the expense
of employing steam power until they were assured of
the lease,

The question to refer the motion to a Seleet Com-
mittee was then put and carrnied, The following mem-
bers were selected by ballot as the Commttee*—The
Commissioner of Crown Lands, Mr, Neales, Mr
Krnichauff, Mr. Waterhouse, and the mover. The
Commattee to report that day week.

- TMMIGRATION FRAUDS.

Mr Bivru moved that a return be lad on the table
showing the names (as far as known), the age, and
trade or calling of those immigrants who have left Ge-
vernment emigrant ships for the other colonies, without
landing or staying any tire m this colony He un.
derstood such a record had been kept, and, as all in-
formation was cheerfully supplied, he trusted that what
he asked for would not be refused.

INMIGRATION RPTURNS

The Covwissionrr of Crow~ Laxns lmd on the
table a return of arrivals and departures of immgiants
for the first quarter of 1857,

INCREASF OP PRINTING

The Carer SecreTary warned hon members that
the printing was now accumulating to such an extent
as to employ all the avallable presses in the colony,
He hoped hon members would not call for returns
except when they intended to found motiens on them
(Hear, hear ) '

The motion was put and carried

CHART OF NEPEAN BAY,

Mr Miiprrp moved. that there be lawd on the
table of this House a chart of that part of Nepean Bay,
commencing atlat 35° 43’ south, and 137° 58' 31"’
east long , extending by Eastern Cove to Prospect Hill,
thence southward to Morgan’s River, thence westward
to Kingscote, and from Kingscote to the Bay entrance
near Kangaroo Head , together with all obtainable in-
formation as to fresh water, sites for wharfs and jetties,
and its general switableness as a rendevous for ocean
steamers '’ He regretted that the sketch before hon |
members did not contain the information they asked
for He hoped they would have a chart by which they
could measure distances They had a chart without
degrees, parallels, or meridian lmes.

Mr. Wareruovse seconded the motion, and expressed
a wish that Government should make the colonists
better acquainted with Kangaroo Island and its pro-
ductions. They heard of 1ts gold-fields and of 1its
stringybark forests Captain Cadell, now in Adelaide,
one of the most energetic of Australian explorers,
could, he was assured, be mduced to perform that
guty,) if applied to by the Government  (Hear,

car

The motion was put and agreed to.

RAILWAY CONVEYANCE OF STONE.

Mr. Neares moved, that there be laid upon the
table of this House a return, showing— 1 Rates
charged for carrying stone from the D1y Creek quarrnes
to Port Adelaide. How much of that rate 1s paid to
the Northern Railway, and how much to the City and
Port Railway —2, The number of miles the stone 1s
carried over each line — 3. Whether the amount
charged includes loading and delhivery , and, 1if so, the
reapective amounts.--4 1V hat price 1 charged for car-
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what number of miles 1t travels over the line —*¢5
Whether equal facilities are given, and at equal rates,
for conveyance of stone from private quarries and
from the Dry Creek quarries — Certain parties,
he said, working stone quarries, were under the
impression  that they were not fairly treated, but
that an undue preference was given to the great
Dry Creek quarry, to the prejudice of private parties.
To put all doubts at rest, that return was asked for

The Cuier SEcRETARY stated that instructions had
been given to the Comptroller of Labour Prisons
frequently, but especially lately, in consequence of
complaints made by contractors to the Central Road
Board, that he (the Comptioller) was to have nothing
to do with contracts for the supplying of stone, but to.
simply have 1t broken, and sell 1t by auction T1he
Government now had nothing to do with contracts for
the conveyance of stone.

The motion was negatived

THE MARRIAGE ACT.

Mr Praxe asked the Honourable the Attorney-
General 1f the Bul before the House, to legalize a
marriage with a deceased wafe’s sister, would be
affected by the Imperial Aet of 1850, which eircum-
scribed eolonial legislation within that of the Impenal
Parhament, or enjoined that colomal Acts should not
contain anything repugnant to the laws of Great
Britaan  He thought the ‘Act that had been read a
second time was repugnant to the laws of England He
would also ask how parties would be affected who left
England, and came here and contracted a mariiage,
Would 1t be considered legal on their return to Eng-
land , would their children be legitimate, and would
property descend to them as such?

The Atronwey-GrNCRAL was of opinion that the
provisions of the Billin question would be 1 no way
affected by the Impenal Statute He was of opinion
that 1t was quite within the province of the Squth Aus-
tralian Parliament to pass such a law. Ie would fur-
ther state that he was of opinion that the measure was
not repugnant to the law of England (Hear, hear)
With regard to the other question he could not pretend
to say what would be the decsion of the English
Courts on any question, but the rule was that a mar-
riage was vahd, however celebrated, 1f 1t had been
celebrated according to the law of the country in which
the parties were resident when it took place  If thers-
fore the partries would be considered residents of this
colony when the marriage was celebrated, 1t would be
considered val'd on thetr return to England.

* THE SOUTHERN JETTIES

Mr Douxy moved, that returns be laid on the
table of this House, showing the number of jetties that
have been built, and are in the course of erection (1f
any), between Glenelg and Port Elliot, the aggregate
cost in erection and repairs of each, up to the present
time, aso the amount of moneys laid out in tramways,
tramway carslages, or other implements connected with
the same, also the moneys expended on roads, ways,
lands, bridges, and approaches to said jetues, including
the estimated cost of oune to be built at Myponga , also
moorings for accommeodation of vessels loading or dis-
charging at sawd jetues *"—The settlers in the south had
many facilities for the disposal of their produce, while
settlers 1 other parts ot the colony had no similar
advantages

Mr Dawes seconded the motion, as it would show
how much greater were the advantages enjoyed by the
south over the Mount Barker district -

Mr BriTi remarked that the information asked for
would be found in the Blue books before the louse

rying stone from the Adelaide Station to the Port, and

N
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Mr Nrares concurred. He hoped hon members
would have consideration, and cut down the expense
of printing, which was becoming frightful.

Mr Youne said the real objeet was understood to be
to get the southern representatives in 2 line to support
the northern railway extension. It was true they had
jimes 1n the south, but they must have roads to lead to
them.,

Motion wmathdrawns

GAWLER TOWN RAILWAY TER:\[[NUS.

Mr Durrox maved, that the Assembly take the
petition of the inhabitants of Gawler Town into
consideration, with a view to granung the prayer
thereof

Mr WaTeruoUsF recommended the reference of
the petition to a Select. Committee  If the hon mover
would not consent, he would move an amendment to
that effect

Mr. RrynoLps, as one of the previous Select Com-
mittee on the Gawler line, joned 1n the recommen-
dation,

The Cuier SecRETARY said one of the results of com-
plying with the petition would be, to divert the line on
to land with which the Government had no power to
deal That would involve great delay, as a Bill would
have to be passed, and nouices given to the owners of
the land There would also be a loss of £2,000, which
had been eapended in constructing the line up to the
terminus now authorized by law There was a still
1a0re 1mportant guestion, namely, the mode in which
the proposed resolution would affect the continuation
of the line northward, A very sharp curve, or rather
two curves, would be rendered necessiry, ‘Lhere would
be also, 1 the additional length of hine, all the dif-
ference between the diameter and eircumference of a
circle  Then the line might be extended through
Gowler Town (* Hear,’”” from Mr Dutton, and,
© Perhaps that was the object of the petition ”’) Ex-
pense would be incurred by that, he was advised, of
from £13,000 to £15,000 additional to the expense of
taking 1t as the Government proposed (Hear) A
future loss also would be involved, and they should
not embarass the railway system to such an extent for
the beneht of merely local interests  The House should
take care, when every pound was wanted for the exten-
ston of trunk lhmnes of ralway, not to fritter away
£20,000 to meet the wishes of alocality To comply
with the prayer of the petition would, by delaying the
work, mjuriously affect the exwsting line, and the pro-
posed cxtension

Mr Baspacs supported the prayer of the petition
He thought 1t strange, mdeed, that the line through
the town should cost £15,000 more than the line
proposed by the Government He knew something of
the ground, as he had taken sections by direction of the
Government some time ago, but he admitted that Go-
vernment might have further information from latex
surveys e was strongly inclined to think that a
cheaper continuation of the line could be found through
Gawler Town than that to which the estimate of the
Chief Secretary referred

The Coxrrrsstonrr of Crowx Lanns sa d the subject
had been fully discussed by the Railway Commis-
sioners when he was on the Boaid, and it was unani-
mously decided that the line could not be carnied
through Gawler Town, unlesss at a great and unde-
niable expense

Mr Livpsavy supported the motion for referiing the
matter to a Committee
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Mr. Burrorp would oppose the motion on the
grounds set forth by the Chief Secretary.

Mr Bacor had been on the former Commuittee, and
his feeling then was to place the terminus in Gawler
Town However, as the Bill which the Government
untended to. bring 1n for an extension of the lineto
Kapunda must be referred to a Commuttee, he would
recommend the w.thdrawal of the motion, and a cou-
tingent notice being given that the petition would be
referred to the Ccmmuttee on the Kapunda Extension
Bill  (Hear, hear )

The Arrorvey Gevepar said the works of thé
station were of a temporary claracter, but the line
approaching 1t was of a permanent character. Then 1t
was not the remcval only of the stauon, but the diver-
sion of the line that was asked for. Whenever a Bill
was introduced to carry the line to Kapunda, the
motion must be referred to a Select Committee, and
then the question could be considered, not only with
reference to the interests of the people of Gawler
Town, but with reference to the public interests He
protested against a consideration of that petition with-
out a regard to the 1interests of the community., He
trusted that his hon. colleague for the City (Mr
Dutton) would adopt the advice of the hon,” member
for Laght, and withdraw bis motion,

Mr Hay believed the intention of the House wag
that the line should be continued He thought that
if the railway was continued north of Gawler Town 1¢
would be for the public nterest to construet a branch
line at least to the bridge  (Hear, hear ) Looking at,
the quantity of produce stored 1n Gawler Fown, 1t was
obvious that either a branch line or an expensive ma-
cadamized road to the station must be constructed
(Hear, hear ) He approved of the question being sgnt
to a Select Committee, and 1t should be decided before
the &rection of a station was proceeded with, ‘

Captain Harr thought the whole question was whe-
ther the railway was to be extetded to Kapunda or
not If so, the railway must run on the line laid dawn
by the Government No doubt Gawler Town would
suffer as other towns had suffered by railways, and 1t
might be found that those buildings at Kapunda were
n the wrong place when the railway passed by that
township  If, however, as he hoped, che continuation
was to be a tramway, the terminus should bein Gawler
Town Therefore the great question of continuation
must be decided before the question of site could be
entertained, He thought the terminus should not be
constructed until the Bill was brought 1n and the ques-
tion settled There was, 1 his opinion, no fair com-
panson between ships as the Port, and farmers’ arays
1 Gawler Town, which could be dnven on wheels to
the station, where the ralway cart would take thewr
loads.

Mr Nraies hoped the motwon would be w.thdrawn.
He aid not, however, think the town would be extin-
guished by the terminus being placed at Barrett's sec-
uon, but they should have a branch line to the station,
and he would certainly support a proposition to that
effect

Mr Marks said the name of the railway would be
a misnomer 1f the line was taken any other way than
by Gawler Town e thought also that the people of
that township had a right to the favour they appled
for, as they had expended large sums in the town-
ship

Dr Warxk thought any approach of the railway to
Gawler Town was a great boon to that township He
thought that petitton should be taken into considera-
tion with the question of extension.
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The TreauRER believed the plan on the table of the
House was sufficient to decide the question. They
would have not only the expenses referred to by the
Chief Secretary, but they would have the continued
expense of running a train over an enhanced distance
and mnconvenient curves  He could see no objection to
a horse tramway to connect Gawler Town with the
railway. He joined in the recommendation to retire
the motion, as the Government intended, by Tuesday
or Wednesday next at the furthest, to introduce the
Bull for the extension to Kapunda. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. DurrirLp was pecuharly situated, by repre-
senting the district and by being the owner of consider-
able property in Gawler Town, He believed that as
good gradients could be obtained for the extension
northward by taking the raillway through Gawler Town |
as by taking 1t on the proposed line As a surveyl
must be made from Gawler Town to the North Para
Raver, he would support the reference of the petition
to a Select Commuttee,

Mr Durron had been deprived of an opportumty of

welling on the subject he had introduced, and had
not said as much as he tended 1n support of the peti-
tion, having reserved nus remarks until the Hoyse was in
Commttee He had, however, been longenough 2 mem-
ber of the Legislature to know the uselessness of pressing
any motion aganst the feeling of the House (Hear,
hear ) He trusted however that when the motion for
the extension to Kapunda came on for consideration,
that the prayer of the petiion would also be consi-
dered There were 1,561 signatures to the petition, ‘
and a guarter of a mllion had been expended 1n Gawler
Town. There was no proof before the House a= to the
superiority of the present terminus An extension to
the north would in all probability involve an exten-
g'on to the north-east, and so Gawler Town would be
the best site fora terminus  He thought the petitioners
were very reasonable in their demand, and so he eon-
sented to support:it It was, however, useless to press
the matter to a division, and he would, therefore, with
leave, withdraw the motion,

Motion withdrawn,

IMMIGRATION RESOLUTIONS.

Mr Hucnrs, before the House went into Commauttee,
moved the reference of the whole of the resolutions to
o delect Commattee. His object was tu avert the injury
which the resolutions wonld, he was convinced, infiict
upon the colony, The effect of the resolutions would
be to exclade the importation of agricultural labour
{No,no) The conditions required were such as that
class could not comply with The Government had
not given a satisfactory explanation of the resolutions

The ATToRNEY-GFNERAL said the only matter before
tze House was whether the Speaker should leave the
chair.

Mr. Hueurs went on to say, in support of his amend-
ment, that the conditions required by the resolutions
would effcctually keep out agricultural labour, as that]
class had to be assisted even to leave home, and could
not pay any part of thewr passage-mmoney They did
not want to introduce shopkeepers and small capitalists
to compete with the tradesmen of Adelaide, they
wanted farm and other labourers The subject was
most important, and a Select Commttee might gather
materials for a sound decision before they ventured to
decide a matter so 1umportant,

Mr Kricuaver supported the motion for reference
to a Select Committee  He agreed with the resolutions,
but thought 1t desirable to have a unanimous decision
oo them. Xe did not apprehend any very great diffi-
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colony attractive to labourers, and that might be done
by keeping up a rate of wages that would encourage
labourers from the other colontes, or 1t might be done
by other advantages. The population had 30 growan
that the inhabitants sending for relatives now kept up
an naportant and constant addition to the population
He thought nominations, or partially assisted immi-
gration, the best system, but would suppert the amerd«
ment

The Couvisstonzr of Crown Lawps could not see
how there cbuld be any misinterpretation of the term
¢ suitable classes,” which must ot course mean surtable
to the requirements of the colony, and could be defined
by regulation from time to time, He had no fear of
agricultural labourers not being nominated, as by far
the larger proportion of the persons now nomnated
belonged to that class The present regulations hixed
the rates to be paid, and 1t did not follow that those
rates should be increased Ifalow rate of £2 or £3
were fixed in the first instance, he béhieved that the
nominations would considerably 1ncrease.

The Cuirr SecrETARY looked upon the debate as a
mere waste of tume, 1t should at least have been de-
ferred uill the report of the Commmnttee of the whole
House had been brought up. 1le hoped no objection
would be made to going into Committee.

The Treasvrer hoped the House would not appoint
the Select Commattee The resolutions were but 4 ce-
claration of the policy of the Government, who asked
the benefit of the advice, not of a Select Commutte, but
of the whole House for their future guidance. He un-
derstood one object of the Select Committee was to
embody the resolutiens 1in a Bill, He thought the
House should guard itself against Select Commuttees,
which were not usual in England except 1n cases where
nformation was required and witnesses would have to
be examined. He could not think the House in need
of information, for he could hardly suppose any wit-
nesses could be summoned who would know more on
the subject than the members themseclves.

Mr Youxe said the class of men they wanted were
sturdy agricultural labourers and miners. They could
not expect such men would be able to pay their own
passages, nor was 1t likely we should retain them here
if they were burdened with the condition of paying
their passage-money He trusted that hon. members
would see the necessity of delaying the decision of the
question until the subject had been fully enguired
10to,

Mr Revworps said 1if they went on with the ques- -
tion at the present rate, the business ot the country
would never be transacted, tor with each new resolu-
tion the whole of the old ground was gone over again,
He thought 1:f they did not know enough on the subjecs
of emigration now, they would not learn it by means
of a Sclect Committee  He should, thercfore, oppose
the amendment.

Mr Peaxs thought the means of obtaining a sturdy
class of labourers was sufficiently set forth 1n the reso-
lutions.

Mr. Brrra thoughtit possible the veasons for the
hon Treasurer’s fear of a Select Cominittee might be
known to some members of the lormer Legislature , but
he (Mr Blyth) considered Select Committees had
usually thrown Light upofi the matters referred to them,
He would certanly vote for the utmost amount of
enquiry in the present instance, the resolutions being
so 1mportant in their character, that one member of the
Government at least had intimated that 1f they wero
not carned out, he, at lcast, should resign,
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The House divided, and the amendment was lost by
a majority of thirteen, the division being as follows
upon the question that the Speaker do now leave the
chair —

AYES, 21 NOES, 8.
The Chief Secretary Mr Blyth
The Attorney-Qeneral Mr, Duffield
The Treasurer Mr Dunn

Mr Babbage

Mr. Burford

Mr Cole

Mr Dawes

Mr Dutton

Mr Hallett

Mr. Harvey

Mr Hay

Mr. Leake

Mr. Lindsay

Mr. Macdermott

Mr Marks

Mr Milne

Mr, Peake

Mr Reynolds

Mz, Smedley

Dr. Wark

The Commissioner of
Crown Lands (Teller).

IN COMMITTEE.

The Connrisstoner of Crowx Lavps again brought
forward the third resolution, namely—*¢ That 1t 18 ex-
pedient to afford immigrants of a suitable class partial
assistance 1n procuring passages to this province, and
that, for this purpose, embarkation orders should be
issued to a limited extent, both here and 1n the United
Kingdom, at a certain rate of payment, to be vaned
from time to time, according to circumstances.’

Captain Hart

Mr Krichauff

Mr, Mildred

Mr. Young

Mr. Hughes (Teller),

Mr Warernouse read some additional words which
he proposed by way of amendment, namely—* And
that, 1n granting free or assisted pacsages, no undue

reference be given to emigrants of any one of the
Emgdoms of which the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ireland 18 compnsed, or to those professing
any particular creed, but that the number of Englhsh,
Scotch, and Irish to be introduced, wholly or in part,
at the public expense, be determined as nearly as pos-
sible upon the proportion that each people bears to the
entire population of Great Britam and Ireland, and
that the same rule be applied to the forwarding of
emigrants of the Protestant and Catholic creeds.”

Mr, Burrorp repeated his approval as seconder

The ATToRNEY-GENERAL must feel 1t his duty to op-

ose the amendment, and, singularly enohgh, hecause
ge entirely approved of 1ts principle (A laugh ) N
man more than himself would condemn any preference
to the patives of a particular country, or the professors
of a particular faith; but they ought not to assume
that a person entrusted with the unportant duties of
emigration agent would be actuated by feelings so un-
worthy as would be evinced by such partiality in his
sclection of emigrants, He might also observe th:‘at it
would be very difficult to carry out the provisions
sought to be introduced mto the resolution. Indeed
he hardly saw how 1t could be done, or what was the
intention of the mover, Did he mean that in each
particular ship there should be the exact proportion of
English, Irsh, and Scotch, and that each nation should
contribute 1ts proper share of the creeds professed
withunits tmits,  (No) He knew the hon membet
did not mean that, but he put 1t in that way to show
the difficulty which would arise from the adoption of
such a rule It ntight happen that suitable immigrants
would be kept back by its enforcement; and he nfust
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say that he looked upon such restrictions as likely to
occasion only inconverience And they would gaih
nothing by 1ts adoption, forif the agent digobeyed 1ts
provisions, they could do no more than dismiss him,
which they could do already, 1f they found he acted
unfairly in his selection of emigrants It was a pro-
viston 1mplying distrust, and conferring nn extra power
upon the Government or upon the Legislature,

Captain HanT considered the arguments of the hox.
member were arguments against the resolution itself,
as 1t was impossible for the agent to act upon the 1n-
structions contamned in the amendment, and exercise
any judgment as to the country or creed of the emi-
grant He could not refuse an embarkation order be-
cause 1t was presented by an Inshman —

The Couvissioner of CrowN LaNDS remarked that
the order was not transferable, without the agent’s
consent.

Captaih Hagr did not think the agent could refusd’
permission to transfer an order to a suitable person
simply because of his country or creed That was his
great objection to the system of embarkation orders,
because the instant the money was taken for them all
porver of selection was gone They could enforce no
conditions except those which appeared upon the face
of the order, having regard to age, trade, health, and
general character,

Mr Praxr opposed the amendment, which he eon-
sidered highly objectionable, and more hkely to call
into eXistence thah to supptress a feeling of national ot
religious animosity. The House would have a direct
control over the conduct of the agent, and that was.an
additional reason why they need not introduce 1into
the resolution that wedge of discord and sectarianism,

M? ReyvorDs saw more scctarianism in the hon.
member’s remarks than in the amendment. They all
recollected the introduction of a large and dispropor-
tionate number of Irish females. The amendment was
directed aganst the recurrence of such events, and was
in no way open to the censure of sectafianism. After
the remarks, however, of the hon. Attorney-General
he hoped the hon mover would consent to 1ts with-
drawal, for there could be no doubt the present Go-
vernment would be careful to prevent any improper
preférences, and if, by any musfortune, the gentlemen
now composing the Executive should resign their seats,
1t would be for the House to look sharply after thew
successors. (A laugh )

Mr Burrorp remarked that the object of the amend-
ment was not, as had been alleged, to revive, but to
keep down a spirit of sectarianism

Mr Peaxs had not said the intention of the amend-
ment was sectarian, but that 1ts effect would be so.

Mr Rr¥voLps observed that the hon. member had
termed the amendment a wedge of discord and sec.
tananism. .

The Comurssioner of Crowx LanDs said it would of
course be difficult to prevent local or sectarian prefers
ences with regard to nominations in the colony; bug
the new system would afford them no greater facility
than that at present1in operation. In England, however,
1t would be easy for the Agent to sell his embarkation
orders 1n various districts. It was true a case had res
cently occurred here, 1n which 140 nomiations had
been sent1n by asingle Inshman ; but the circumstancs
was really very much to his credit. His passage
to the colony had been paid by means of a shillin
subscription &mong his friends, and he had promus
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them to do all he ¢éuld to get them out also  He had
exerted himself to obtain nominations, and had thus
kept his word All he (Mr Bonney) could say was,
that he should like te see such an example followed,
whether by an Irshman, an Englishman, a Scotchman,
or a German. (Cheers)

Mr Wareruouse was willing, if the Government
thought the amendment would tie up their haadsin-
eonveniently, to withdraw 1t at their request He did
not, however, himself see that 1t could have such an
effect, as 1t would dmount to nothing more than in-
structions to the Emigration Agent. |

The Currr Srcrerary would ask the hon member
to withdraw 1t He assured the House that the Go-
vernment would be careful to carry out 1ts spirit

Mr. Waternoust then withdrew his amendment

A few verbal alterations were then made, the House
resumed, and the Committee obtained leave to s1t again
next day.

Adjourned to Friday, at 1 o'ciock,

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.
Frpay, May 29,

ELECTORAL ROLLS,

The Chief Secretary laid on the table a return show-
g the number of electors on the roll prior to, and
number of voters at, the recent general election.

GOODS TRAFFIC BY RAILWAY.

The Chief Secretary said, 1n answer to Mr, Blyth,
that Messrs. Fuller & Co ’s eontract and tender for
carrylug goods by railway should be laid upon the
table He also said, 1n reply to Mr. Reynolds, that
the tenders should accompany the contract,

MURRAY RIVER DUTIES BILL.

On the Order of the Day being called for the second
reading of this Ball,

The Trrasvrer said the Bill was second m 1mpor-
tance to no other which would occupy the attention of
the House, and before entering upon 1t 1t, would be
well for the Government to put the House in posses-
sion of the policy they meant to pursue in the confer.
ence about to be held between the delegates of the
three colones upon the subject of the Murray duties,

and the more so as they had met with so much sup-!

port and no factious opposition, (Hear, hear ) When
they were met in that spirit 1t would 1l become them
to withhold from the House the policy they meant to
pursue, although, as the negotiations were not com-
pleted, it would not be desirable to show theiwr cards
too much, or the opposite parties, knowing what they
were willing to concede, might take all and ask for
more. There could be no objection, however, te stating
what were the positive wmstructiens which would be
given to our delegate—the instructwons beyond which
he could not go. The Bill was brought m as a tem-
porary measure, but was so worded that it might be
made permanent. The New South Wales tanff was to
be adopted for the present season, and attempts would
be made to assimilate the tarffs  On that, however,
as on every other subject, the delegates were to confer,
but not to settle anything finally—(hear, hear)— that
would be left to the Legislature, and on no other un-
derstanding would the Government enter upon the ne-
gotration  Whatever rosult, therefore, was arrived at,
that would be subject of future consideration by the
Parliaments of the three colomes. The first mnstruc-
tion to the South Australian delegate would be, look-
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tng at the letters of Mr Childers, and the policy of the
Vietornian Government, as shown by the minute of Mr,
Dryburgh, that should any attempts be 1nsisted on to
1mpose tonnage duties, or otherwise to interfere with
the free traffic of the river, he was to retire at once and
come back rAnother instruction would be, that the
assimilation of the tanffs must be sought by mutual
concession—that this colony, though not so large nor
so wealthy as the others, was not to be diwctated to.
(Hear, hear ) The Government did not go the entire
length of desiring absolute uniformity in the tanffs ¢f
the three colonies, which their different positions would
not justify  For sumilar taniffs to produce similar re-
sults, not only the circumstances, but the tastes of the
people, ought to be the same, for instance, the con-
sumption of spirits was proportionably greater 1n Vie-
toria than in South Australia, so thatthe effect of raming
or depiessing the duties would be widely different 1n
the two colonies Thewr exportable commodities should
also be the same to warrant an assimilated tanff, for
nstance, an export duty on gold was valuable in Vic-
toria, but 1t would not be so here. Butthere were other
greunds of objection to an entire assimlation of tanffs

The necessities of the colonies might be different, so
that one might require to raise a greater revenue than
the others  Agamn, the productions of the colonies
must be taken into consideration, forinstance, he could
say from his own observation that in New South
Wales tobacco might be produced nearly equal to
the American, 8o that, if the manufacture were largely
gone 1nto there, the duty.on imported tobacco would
fall so law as to cause a deficiency in the revenue He
thought therefore that absolute uniformity would be a
failure, but at the game time he would avoid such dis-
crepancies a3 mght encourage smuggling  The dele-
gate would therefore submit the tariff he had laid be-
fore the House, leaving the other colonies to impose
such other duties as they please It would be a sine
qua non to place the necessary articles of food, say
potatoes, corn, meal, flour, vegetables, and green fruits
upon the free ist Upon tobacco, tea, sugar, coffee,
and such articles, South Australia would increase the
duties so as to meet the taniff of the other colonies
half way, and they would of course be requested tore-
duce their duties to asumilar extent. ‘Lhus there would
be a deficiency in their revenue, to make up which 1t
would be suggested that they should impose moderate
duties upon tumber, 1wron, and some sorts of groceries,
such as maccarom, figs, &c , which were at present left
untaxed there, but paid ad valorem duty here. The
object of the Government 1 putting forward a tanff
‘was, not to 1nsi18t upon it in its entirety, but merely to
|oﬁ‘er 1t as a basis, and to show how readily ad valorem
duties might be converted mnto fixed duties The other
colonies objected to ad valorem duties, and 1t must be
admutted, that they created some trouble and required
some skill on the part of the officers. But though these
objections operated so far as to induce himn to recom-
| mend the imposition of such moderate duties as should
Inot encourage fiaud, they were not in his view so 1m-
tportant as to justify leaving such articles as drapery
\wholly untaxed. He observed it stated 1n the pubhe
journals, that they should not lose by adopting the New
| South Wales tanff, and he had been asked why he
had selected the year 1855 for his calculation seeing
'that 1ts adoption would oceasion a loss of 18 per cent

It was sard that 1856 would have shown noloss, Iis
object had been to arrive ata fair average result, and he
took the year 1855 because there were not then the dis-
turbing causes, that had existed in previous years, from
the tanff being different, and 1n 1856 from the large
clearances of goods to be re-exported up the Ruiver
Murray Perhaps the want of allowance for the goods
sent up the Murray had led to the remarks to which he
had referred  He found, on gong through the matter
for several years, that the effect of adopting the New
South Wales tariff would have been wn 1852 a loss of
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14 percent ,1n 1853 aloss of 11 per cent , 1n 1855 a loss of
13 per cent , and 1 1856 a loss of 7 per cent , but the
best way was to take an average which would pe found
10 amount to very neatrly the same percentage as he
had arnied at from the returns of the year 1855 But
the fact was that the year 1856 threw them out, be-
cause a large quantity of tpbacco paid duty here for
transmission to New South Wales, and was not sent up
the river till the cormmencement of the present year
Therefore they had no clear data to go upon But
after deducting the tobacco so sent up, and arrising at
as near a balance as he could, he found there had been
cleared ahout 62,000 1bs of tobacco above the average,
and for which he could 1n no way account, except by
supposing that 1t had been held over for shipment He
cguld not certainly suppose that the people of South
Australia had so suddenly increased their consumption
as to have used 1t all at home  For thege reasons 1t
would be seen that, by taking the year 1856, they would
only arrive at an erroneous conclusion

Mr Rryaorps asked if the hon. member could give
the House an account of drawback

The Trrasurrr said there was no drawback. The
weight of duty-paid tobacco was taken, and the amount
carried to the credit of the other Government. But imn
addition to any loss we might sustain by the adoption
of the New South Wales tanff, he should object to 1t
altogether, on account of the high duties 1t 1mposed on
tea, tobaceo, coffee, and other articles mainly consumed
by the workingman  He had arrived at the conclusian,
after some careful calculation, thatin South Australia
the man of £800 a-year mcome, contributed to the
revenue about three times as much as the labouring man,
while m New South Wales there was little difference
between the amounts at which they were tazed He
should object to 1t also on account of the duty on tobacco
being so high that 1t would form a great inducement to
smuggling along our coast-line, which would requue a
very large outlay for its prevention The probable
effect of the high duty would also be to matenally re-
duce the consumption of the article, Again,n the New
South Wales tanff there was a great difference mn the
duttes levied upon different kinds of spirits—varying
from 6s to 10s —without any apparent reason It was
not upon the ad valorem principle, because the lowest
priced spirit was the most highly taxed, and he really
saw no reason why the man who was fond of whiskey
should pay more highly for his glass than he who pre-
ferred brandy. To come more 1mmediately to the Bill,
the House would remember that one in some respects
simular to 1t was rejected by the late Legslature It
contatned a clause authonzing the receipt here of the
duties claimable by the other colomies  The late
Council objected to our officers acting as agents for the
other colonies, and that had been the occasion of all the
difficulty which had arsen i carrying on the nver
traffic He trusted the present Legislature would not
take the same view of the question. The collection of
duties for the other colonies was the main feature of the
Bill, but there was another which provided for draw-
back upon other goods chargeable with duty here, but
freen the other colomes. Qur ad valorem duties formed
gome sort of approach to an income-tax, because the
greater a man's means were, the more taxed articles he
was likely to consume, and this he had always con-
sidered 8 gocd prineiple on which to base taxation.
Those duties, therefore, he would retan, but would as
far as possible prevent thew interfering with the traffic
of the niver by allowing drawback upon goods taken to
the othér colomes  In order to carry out the provisions
of the Buill 1t would be necessary to estabhish Custom-
houses at some ponts of the river higher up than the
Goolwa. It had been found very onerous to persons
lizing up the nver to have to bring their vessels to the
Goolwa to clear, as an mstance, he might mention Mr,

M
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Randall This the Government sought to provide for
before, but the Crunal differed from them He cal-
culated that two or three officers would be required for
the new Custom house or houses, but as they would
be for the use of the other colon.es 1t would be proposed
that they should be retained at their expense  He had
no fear of their not being met 1n a friendly spint by the
New South Wales and Vietorian Governments, and had
n> doubt of any but a satisfactory result.

The Cuier SEcrrTaRY seconded the motion.,

Mr Rrynovrps had not expected that the hon jen.
tleman was going so far mnto the vanous questions he
had introduced into his speech He (Mr. Reynolds)
was not prepared to discuss the quest on of appointing
a delegate for the purpose of assumlating the tanffs,
that ought to be brought separately before the House .
and so ought the question of assimilation of the tanffs,
The hon gentleman had also introduced his own cele-
brated memorandum, which might therefore fairly be
considered to be before the House, e (Mr Reynold-)
could mnot see that the celehrated memorandam was
such a statesmanhke document, but perhaps that might
be on account of his having to do with tea occasionally,
or grocery, or with pounds, shillings, and pence He
(Mr Reynolds) had made some calculations referring
to the year 18566, and it appeared to him that the defi-
ciency on the adoption of the New South Wales tanff
would have been only 2 per cent. wnstead of 7 per cent,.
The New South Wales tariff was certainly more simple
than ours, and his own caleulations and reasoning led
him to think 1t more favourable to the labouring man,
exceptin the articles of teaand tobacco. Butitseemed
that the hon gentleman thought more of the prevention
of smuggling than of the benefit of the labouring man
The ad valorém duty of 5 per cent upon almost every-.
thing the labouring man used was agawnst our tanff,
and he did not think the labouring man would suffer 1f
the New South Wales tariff were adopted The hon.
gentleman proposed to the other Governments an import
duty of 20s. a tou upon flour—so much sympathy had
he with the South Australian farmer Then he pro-
posed a duty upon wheat amounting to only 6s per
ton, giving to the Victorian miller an advantage of 15s.
over our own, He did not mean to oppose the Bill
gomng into Commuttee, as 1t was a temporary measure,
nor shonld he have said so much kad not the hon.
Treasurer gone so fully into other subjects.

Mr. Burrorp said the longer they hved the more
difficult would 1t be to settle the question of taxation,
and now an attempt was being made to complicate the
subject st1ll further by compacts with the other colones,
Assimlation of tariffs had always been found impossible
even 1n the old world, and 1t would be found so heie,
for the situations of the different places would always
render 1t inpracticable They could only come at last
to direct taxation, and even the hon. Treasurer ap-
peared to acknowledge the value of that system when
he endeavoured to show the House that his ad valorem
duties approached in effect an mcome-tax, Itshowed
a want of enlargement of mind to be unable to appre-
ciate a system unless 1t could be mixed up with one
more antiquated  If this was the proper time, he would
move an smendment, confining any change of duties
to the Murray traffic, and condemning any assumilation
of tanffs,

The Sreaxzr saill the effect of the Bmendment, if
carried, would be to throw cut the Bill.

Mr. Buorrorp would not press at 1f 1t would have that
effect.

Mr Hvemes would support the setond reading of
the Bill, which he thought a step 1n the nght direction,



colon.es

1791

He d1d not think that an increase of our duty on tobaceo
would affect only the working man, for many who would
object to being called working men, were nevertheless
very fond of their dudeens (A laugh) There was
scarcely an article which offered the same facility for
smuggling as tobacco, and he would therefore support
an assimilation of duties on that article. The difference
of duties on sugar, wine, or spirits, when taken in con-
nection with therr bulky character, was not sufficient
to imnduce smuggling, He believed that if the duties
on tobacco were assimilated, 1t would go a long way
towards removing all difficulties, and, for the sake of
the other articles, there would be no need of Custom
House officers.

Mr Nrarrs saw no provision for drawback upon
goods m broken packages For years to come, they
would form the prineipal item of Murray traffic, and
they must of necessity have paid the duty here He
begged to ask the Treasurer if he intended providing
for zuch cases.

The Tressurrr sa1d the subject was a difficult one,
and would require much consideration The Govern-
ment was disposed to return drawback, and would
do 80 1n all casos where the 1dentaty of the goods could
be proved.

Mr Nraves could not see that genuine goods examined
by a proper officer could lead to any difficulty At pre-
sent the mode of collecting the duty was most anoma-
loue, goods being charged upon the invoice price instead
of en the value, and this would want amendment An
hon member had laudedydirect taxation ; but let him
go home to England and try to impose an income-tax
there upon persons with salaries of £25 or £60 per
annum, and he would find that 1t would never be
endured , nor could England enfore it with all her
armies.

Mz. BurrorD was not in favour of an income.tax on
trifling salaries or very himited incomes, although he
was certamly a firm advocate of the principle of direct
taxation,

Mr NEeares would call it property-tax then It was
always the poorest, who were most against direct taxa-
tion, as witness the oppesition to the Corn Law, which
was the nearest possible approach to 1t, as the amount
charged upon each loaf was so readily apparent from
the publrcation of the corn averages. ’

Mr MacperMoTT thought there should be a dis-
tinct clause to authorize the payment of drawbacks In
his opinion a umform tanff might as readily be agreed
to here asin the United States, where the circumstances
were still more vanied; but 1f such a tanff could be
once arranged, 1t should not be altered at the caprice of
any particalar colony.

Mr Warerzovse had felt some surprise at the
numerous 1rrelevant matters introduced into the sub-
ject by the hon Treasurer, mstructions to the delegate,
and his own celebrated memorandum. He thought the
mstructions to the delegate should be brought sepa-
rately before the House, and 1t would also be proper
that the House should first be informed who the dele-
gate was to be. He trusted 1t would be no one who
had very distinctly pledged himself to any particular
line of action. The throwing out of the Bill by the
late Council had been spoken of as the cause of all
the unpleasantness which had arisen, but i1f so Le did
not understand how 1t was that our Government had
been inclined to throw the blame upon that of Mel-
bourne. It seemed to him that much censure had been
cast undeservedly upon the Victorian Government,
and the matter onght to be set nght, The hon. Trea-
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surer’s views upon some matters seemed to have un-
dergone a change, but he still wished to increase the
number of rated articles, which he (Mr Waterhouse)
trusted the House would always oppose, as the system
required frequent alterations as changes arose 1n the
prices of the articles He might refer to the tanff be-
fore the one they nowhad, It had been arranged with
a view to & 6 per cent impost, and yet from the fall of
price in glass the duty, after some time, became 115
per cent , thus a duty nhich was at first very reason-
able became exceedingly unreasonable. Another ob-
Jection he had to rated aiticles was that 1t was difficult
to arrange them fairly , for instance, sixpence per ewt,
was tolerably heavy on whiting, but upon vermiilion
1t was scarcely anything, so the duty on paper would
vary from 2 per cent to 14 or 15 per cent e should
not have referred to these subjects had they not been
dragged in by the hon. Treasurer,

Mr Praxr supported the second reading of the Bill,
thinking 1t expedient to forward as much and as
speedily as possible the important traffie of the Murray,
He was glad to see from the tone the discussion was
taking that opinion was tending more towards direct
taxation. It had been said that an income-tax could
not be collected upon small incomes, and therefore that
1t was a useless tax. So far as he (Mr. Peake) knew,
no political economist would think ot trenching upon
an mcome which was only sufficient for the support of
life, but would take his start from that point The
Corn Law had been spoken of as a direct tax, but it
must be remembered 1t was condemned as being a
direct tax upon the sustenance of the people, (Hear,
hear ) Therefore the point the hon. member took u
rWas an imcorrect one. -

Mr BryTh thought the Bill a step mn the right direc-
tion, but when he was told that an assimilation of the
tanffs could never be effected, he must express his dis-
sent. Hebeleved the time would come when we should,
by means of a federal union, obtain not only that, but
an Appeal Court also He hoped the question of the
tanff would before long be gone into, his own feeling
being 1n favour of introducing that of New South
‘Wales ,and he believed that if they had a tanff for the
! Murray, 1t must, sooner or later, become the tar:ff of the
whole. It had been said that the rejection of the Bil}
by the former Council had led to all the unpleasantness.
He had concurred i the action of the Housg on that
occasyon, and he believed the course ultimately taken
was 1 accordance with the wishes of the three colonies.
It wag not till the profit upon the shipment of, tobacco
was discovered that any unpleasantness arose; and 1t
was well known that the tobacco transactions wer
those of a Melbourne house, not an Adelaide one. The
Act would have his support, and one reason was that
he saw 1n 1t no reference to the Custom-House officers ;
for he was convinced that to keep the Murray trade
specessful they must keep 1t free.  He hoped the dele-
gate would have other matters to discuss besides the
tariff, for there were several requiring settlement—the
postal arrangements, the emigration question, the
Chinese, and some others, none of which, he trusted,
would be overlooked. With regard_to the ad valorem
duty, 1if we retamned 1t, which he hoped we should
not do for long, he trusted the drawback would be
allowed on broken packages, so as to'put the Ade-
lade trader 1n the same position as the Melbourne
trader.

Mr. Surpiey had had some experience in Victona,
and was quite satisfied that 1t would greatly tend to the
mcrease of our trade with the diggings, if the dealers
there knew that they could have a drawback of five
per cent upon, sll the goods they purchased here.
They Liked to see the goods, and, though they might
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purchage largely, would pot take them n omginal
packages,

Mr. Kricaavrr wished to know whether the pro-
posed tanff, imposing a duty of 203 per ton upon flour
had been submttéd to the Vietorian Government,

Dr. Wazgx ¢ould not find fault with the Bill after hav-
ing merely glarced over 1it, but hoped that time would
be allowed to hon members to exammne the clauses with
some degree of care.

Mr. Hay thought the suggestions made 1n reference
to the question of broken i1nvoices were worthy of con-
sideration, but his impression was that duties should be
collected on as small a number of articles as possible,
as otherwise the neceesary costs of allonance of draw-
back on small parcels of from £100 to £150 worth, would
be found to absorb all the revenue derived from such
articles He also thought that it would be necessary to
g%ace a Custom-House officer somewhere high up the
Murray, 1n order to save persons shipping goods above
the Goolwa from the expense and loss of time attendant
upon going down there to clear,

The Treasurer replied he hoped the House wounld
pass the second reading, and allow the Bill to go nto
Committee It was the intention of the Government to
g0 1nto the clauses at once, but not to take the Bill out
of Committee that day.

The motion was then carried without opposition, and
the Bill xead a second time.

"IN COMMITTEE.

On the motion of the Trrasvrrer the House then
went mto Committee to consider the clauses of the
Bill

Clause 1. Repeal of Act No. 6 of 1855-6. Passed.

Clause 2. Governor, with advice of Executive Coun~
c1], may proclaim regulations, Passed

Clause 3 Governor, with such advice, may alter
duties 1n accordance with tariffs 1n said colomes,

Mr Huonrrs enquired whether the Bill made any
provision in reference to drawbacks,

The TaeasvrEr sad that if the hon, gentleman
would refer to the clause before him he would find the
provision alluded to in the 22ad line.

Mr MacpervoTT would suggest to the hon. Trea-
surer that, as the question of drawback was one of
great importance, 1t should be provided for n a separate
slause,

The CrieF SecreTAry said that the Customs Act
defined and regulated that matter.

The clause was passed.

Clause 4, Government may authorize payment over
of duties upon goods imported by way of the River
Murray 1nto the colonies of New South Wales and Vie-
toria.

Mr Bryru thought 1t desirable to insert the words—
¢ Subject, however, to such charge for collecting the
same as may be agreed upon between the Government
of this prevince and the Governments of New Bouth
Wales and Victona.”

Mr, Huer¥s seconded the amendment.

The amendment was carried, and the clause, as
amended, passed.

The preamble was read and passed, and the House
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then resumed, and the Commuttee obtained leave to sit
agan on Tuesday next,

IMMIGRATION RESOLUTIONS.

M: Waterhouse suggested that 1t would not be de-
sirable to proceed with the discussion of the resolu-
tions on immigration at that late hour,—The Commis-
soner of Crown Lands acquiesced, and moved that the
discussion of these resolutions should be made an Order
of the Day for Tuesday.—Carned.

REGULATION OF WASTE LANDS BILL.

The House having gone into a Committee of the
whole,

The Commissronsr of CrowN Lanps said the consi-
deration of the Bill had been reserved for the purpose
of reprinting a clause which it was proposed to intro-
duce after the 12th clause.

The clauge as printed wasread Several amendments
were made, and the clause was then passed in the fol.
lowing form -—

Clause 13 Mineral leases.—* It shall be lawful for
the Governor to demuse, for the purpose of miming for
any metal or muneral excepting gold to any person
applying for the same, any portion of the waste and
unsurveyed lands of the Crown, not exceeding eighty
acres, for any pertod not exceeding fourteen years, at
an annual rent of ten shillings per acre, with night of
renewal for a further period of fourteen years by pay-
ment of a fine, the amount of which shall not be less.
than one pound per acre of the area so leased, subject
to such regulations for the granting of stich leases, and
for the working and resumption of the same, as may
from time to tume be in that respect made by the Go-
vernor, wath the advice and consent of the Executive
Counecil, and published 1n the South Australian Govern-
ment Gazette Provided that nothing heremn contamned
shall be construed to interfere with any promise hereto-
fore made by or on behalf of Her Majesty, either
absolutely or conditionally, relative to the granting eof
leases of aunferous land.”

Clause 14, Governor may make regulations.

Mr. Bryre wished to propose an additional proviso,
requiring that all regulations should be laid before
Parliament.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said such a prowsion
should be introduced as a separate clause,

The clause then passed.

Mr Bryra thought new regulations should always
be submitted for confirmation to the Legislature. He
wduld move the wnsertion of a clause to that effect, as
follows —

A copy of all regulations made under the authonty
of this Act shall be Iaxd before the Parliament if then
sitting, and if the Parlament shall not be then sitting,
then within fourteen days from 1ts next meetung for the
dispatch of business.”

Mr., Hay moved the addition of words enabling the
Government to raise the rent of pastoral runs after the
expiration of the first seven years of the leases to a sum
not exceeding £5 per square mile,

The Coxvissionns ar Crown LANDS opposed the
addition, as Likely to prejudice the letting of pastoral
lands

Mr. Huougs also opposed the addition, on the
ground that the lessor would be subject to a hgher
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rent on account of the improvements he himself had
-made,

Dr. Wark opposed the proposal, as one which could
only have emanated from a citizen. None but a mad-
man would 1nvest capital 300 or 400 miles from Adelarde
under such a restriction as that proposed.

Mr. Manrxs, as representing a large pastoral com-
munity, could not allow the opportunity to pass .‘wn.h-
out recording his protest agamst the proposition of
(Mr, Hay) the hon member tor Gumeracha. .

The Cuirr SecreTARY would also oppose the pro-
posed adurtion. He did not think they were to legslate
for the squatters as though they (the squatters) had
any claim upon the country They should legislate on
broad general grounds, for the good of all, and so as
16 secure as large a revenue as possible.

The addition proposed rejected without a division

The clause proposed by Mr. Blyth was passed, and
made Clause 15 ot the Bull,

The preamble was then read and passed.

The House having resumed,

The Covumissiover of Crowx LANnDs moved that the
Committee have leave to sit agan on that day week.
The motion was carried.

ELECTORAL LAW AMINDMENT BILL.

The second reading of this Bill was postponed until
Tuesday.
CITY AND PORT RAILWAY. .
The Cuier Seerrrary laid on the table returns
moved for by the hon member for Gumeracha, relating
to the City and Port Railway.

The House adjourned ull Tuesday next.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,

Tvespay, June 2,
MESSAGE FROM TUE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,

The Clerk of the House of Assembly appeared at
the bar with a message from that House on the subject
of the Library Commattee,

RAILWAY BRIDGE.

Captain Scott asked the hon the .Commissioner of
Public Works whether the Government or the Railway
Board had derermined upon any steps for the protec-
tion of the raiway bridge over the Lorrens from the
winter floods —1he Commissioner of Public Works
sa1d the Railway Commissioners were taking steps to
avert the danger which the hon. member apprehended

THE CHINESE,

Mr Forster asked the hon the Commissioner of
Public Works whether we were at war with China,
and, if so, what course the (overnment intended to
take with reference lo the large numbers of Chinese
who were landing in the colony HHe was induced to
put the question in consequence of a letter he had re-
ceived that morming trom Guichen Bay, and from
which he read an extract —The Commuissioner of Public
‘Works said the mention of the subject by the hen
member was the first intimation he had had of any
approximation to war with China Ie would make
enquinies on the subject, and answer the question at
the next meeting of Council,

LIBRARY COMMITTER.

Mr, Baker remarked that a greater number of mem-
mers kad been appointed to the Library Commuttee by
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the House of Assembly than by that House This
would be inconventent 1n the event of a conference, and
he, therefore, mtimated Ins intention to move for the
appointment of another member

ABORIGINAYL RESFRVES,

Dr Everard, referring to Councail Paper No, 27,
complamned that Section 2039, Hundred of Adelaide,
had not been let, as 1t might have been done, had due
dihgence been used. It was stated that fresh tenders
were about to be 1nvited, the fact being, as he beheved,
that no tenders had as yet been called for, and now 1t
was not likely to be let for another season —The Com.
-mssioner of Public Works would make enquiry upon
the subject.

BUSINESS OF THE BOUSE,

Mr Baker rose with much regret and unwillingness
to put a question to the hon Commssioner of Public
Works. It was a very general feeling that the Govern-
ment did not give to that House the amount of con-
sideration to which 1t was entitled. No Bill had been
mtroduced by the Government into that brarch of the
Legslature, and the 1mpression had gone abrogd, not
without apparent reason, thatit was not the intention
of the Executive to mtroduce any measures exgept in
the House of Assembly He was sure the country had
sufficient confidence 1n the Legislative Council to wish
to see 1t have 1ts fair share of legislation. He would,
therefore, ask the hon Commussioner of Pubhic Works
whether 1t was the intention of Government to bring
forward any Bills in that House, or whether the course
at present pursued would be persisted in —Lhe Com-
musstoner of Public Works said that, out of the thirteen
or fourteen Bills to be introduced by the Government,
the whole, except three legal measures, had such
relationship tg money votes, that it was considered
doubsful whether, 1n accordance with the Constitution
Act, they could bentroduced in the Legislative Council.
He could say positiyely that there had been no intention
on the part of the Government to throw a shight upon
that House, but it would be seen that with only one,
and that one the jumor member of the Government, 1n
the Legislauive Council, and four senior members 1n the
other House, it was natural for the greater part of the
Bills to be brought forward in the latter He should be
most anxious to introduce some Bil) into that House,
but the difficulty of money questions had hitherto pre-
vented h's domg so —Mr Baker was only anxious to
prevent the nme of the House being wasted. He was
aware the House could create work for itself, but the
course he had pointed out was in every way preferable,
and would be the most courteous on the part of the
Government.

POSTAL COMMUNICATION AND IMMIGRATION,

Mr. Baker, pursuant to notice, asked the Honourable
Commussioner of Public Works 1f the Government had
recetved any communication from the Chamber of Com-
merce upon the subject of direct steam postal commu.
mcation with Great Britain, combined witn a system of
emigration, and what steps, if any, had been taken with
reference thereto  He believed 1t was practicable, and
that 1t would be advantageous to unite postal commu-
nication with eimgration, and, if so, he saw no reason
why some immediate steps should not be taken on tho
subject —~The Commiss.oner of Pubhie Works rephed
that no communication had been received from the
Chamber of Commeice, though there had been several
detached letters from persons anxious for employment —
Mr Baker said the resolution of the Chamber of Com.
merce was embodied 1n & petition to the Legislature,
and he should have thought that sufficient to have
gecured the attention of the Government,

TONNAGE DUTIES REPEAL BILL

IN COMMITTEE, -
Clause 2, The Chairmnan, at the request of the Come
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missioner of Publi¢ Works, read the clausé, with the
proposed amendments,

The Conurssioner of Pusric Works said the last
discussion had been adjourned mn order that a plan
should be produced showing the exact projection of the
Prince’s Wharf en the one hand and the Queen's
Wharf on the other. The plan he begged to lay on the
table would supply the desired information. From that
1t would be seen that the Queen’s Wharf projected
about 20 feet, and the Prince’s Wharf somewhat more
than 100 feet It was evident therefore that the clause
would gwve power to the Government to lease a line for
wharfs extending to any distance within those himits,
A certain discretion was thus given to the Executive,
and the intention of the existing Government was to
arrange 1n such a way as would grant the utmost pessi-
ble facility to the shipping 1nterest, and at the same
time interfere as little as practicable with the stream.

Mr Youncmussanp understood the objection to be
agamst the line extending as far as the extreme limit of
the Prince’s Wharf This might be met by a verbal
alteration, giving power to fix the line * at a uniform
distance from the present frontage,”

Captain Harr could better meet his own views upon
the subject by moving an amendment. The present
Government spoke very farly, and, no doubt, would
carry out all they said,, but as 1t was impossible to fore-
see what changes might take place, the House was
bound to protect the interest of the pubhic He there-
fore moved that the second clause, as amended, be
struck out, and the following clause substituted .—

¢ It shall be lawful for the Governor, with the ad-
tice and consent of the Executive Countil, to grant
leases of the water frontage at Port Adelaide, known as
the North-parade (excepting such portions as are now
rsed as pablic landing-places and ferries), m such lots
as may be deemed expedient, and for the best rent thay
can be obtained by public auctron. The term of lease
shall not exceed thirty years, and every such lease
shzll contain a covenant binding the lessee to face the
present sheet-paling of the North-parade with a sub-
stantial platform-wnarf extending outwards 20 feet into
the river 1n 2 uniform line. The platform-wharf to be
80 comstructed as to enable the harbour to be deepened
an front thereof to the depth of 14 feet at low-water
spring tides, and a further covenant that the lessee
shail not erect any building or fencing on the land so
demised.”

Captain Bacot seconded the amendment

The CowmwuissioNeEr of PusLic Works observed that
the amended clause differed very little from that which
he had mtroduced , but tts effect, if carried, might be
to compel the Mumisiry to sacrifice a portion of the
frontage, which would probably become very valuable
Lhe steps were wanted now, but the construction of a
bridge might render them unnecessary It seemed to
him useless to bind the Executive so closely down.

Mr Morpuerr supported the amendment, which
was worded more clearly than the clause before the
House, and expressed more properly the meaning 1t
was ntended to convey. ‘Lhe hon Commissioner of
Public Works said they oaght not to bind down the
Exaecuuve to closely. It seemed to him that the object
of the Bill was to secure a public benefit, but 10 downg
80, they ought not to take away trom the residents of
the North-parade the convenience they at present pos-
sessed 1mn the means of communication with the
stream

Mr Axoas also supported the amendment  Ile had
been to look at the place, and was struck with the
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great importance bf retaining the flights. of ateps which
formed the most convement landing-places for pas-
sengers

Dr Davizs feared the amount required for deepen-
ing the stream 1n front of the wharfs would cripple
tbhe means of the Government for deepeming the outer

ar.

Mr YounaHUSBAND objected to the amended clause
being hastily passed. It contamned a proviso for facing
the present wharf with a platform-wharf, which was
sertainly a singular expression.

Captain HarL considered the wording of the clause
suffisiently clear to convey the intended meamng,

The amendment was carried.
Clause 3 was passed without remark.
Upon the preamble being read,

Mr, Baxer opposed the combining in one short Bil}
of two matters so enttrely unconnected as the repeal of
tonnage dues and the letung of wharfs, He would pass
the Bill for the latter object, and leave the Govern.
ment to bring 1n a second measure for the repeal of the
tonnage duttes He thought 1t better to make a stand
upon the first Bill that was sent up to them , for if they
passed one 1n an objectionable form the subsequent
difficulty would be increased. He moved the recom-
mtment of the first clausc, -

The CovusstoNneEr of PoBrrc Works thought it
somewhat nconsistent for the hon member who had
complained of Bills not being imtiated in that House
to stop the course of legislation by objecting to a Rull
sent up by the other House. 1he same objection mighs
be urged against most of the Bills in progress through
the other House. 'The course now proposed to be
adopted would involve an absolute stoppage of legis-
lation.

Mr. Bakemn would oppose, on all occasions, the
mixing up ot different matters 1n one Bull, for it was
absolutely against the Standing Order No. 76, which
he read. It was the duty of the Council to make a
stand agawnst anything they thought wrong, without
reference to the feehngs of the other House, and 1t was
also by fir the most dignihed cougse to make a stand
at once than to pass the Bull with a view to rasing the |
question upon some future occasion,

The Committee divided, and the amendment was .
carried by a majority of 4, namely—

Avss, 10. Noes, 6.
Mr Baker Commussioner of Public |
Mr Ayers Works

Mr. Morphett

Mr. Younghusband
Mr Angas

Captain Scott

Mr, Torster

Captain Bagot
Major O’Halloran
Mr A, Scott

Mr. Stitling

Mr. Gwynne
Captain Hall

Dr Everard

Dr Dawvies

Mr Baxer moved that clause 1 be struck out,

Captain Harl seconded the motion, which was car-
| ried without a division,

Mr Gwyxve moved such verbal amendments in the
preamble as weie necessary to make 1t agree with the
amended clause

, The preamble as amended was cariied,
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The House résumed, and the Chawman reported the
Bill as amended.

The report was adopted, and the third reading of the
Bill was made an Order of the Day for Tuesday next,
to whach day the House adjourned.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.
Turspay, June 2.
PETITIONS,

Mr Hay presented a petition from a number of Ger-
man colomsts, praying for participation in the Immigra-
tion Fund.—Petition received and read,

Mr. Reynolds presented a petition from residents at
Glenelg, Brighton, and other places, praying that an
address be presented to His Excellency the Gover-
nor-n-Chief, requesting that he wowd be pleased to
place asum on the Supplementary Estimates for the
completion and erection of the jetty at Glenelg —Re-
ceived and read.

Mr Mildred presented a petitien from 121 residents
in Noarlunga and Willunga, representing 21,000 acres
of land, praywng for the erection of a bridge at the Go-
vernment Reserve near the mouth of the Onkaparinga
~-Received and read.

REAL PROPERTY BILL.

Mr Waterhouse said he saw that & member of the Go-
vernment had given notice for introducing an important
measure on. Thurdday next. He wished to know why
the members of the Geovernment did not confine them-
gelves to the days set apart for thewr business.—The
Chief Secretary soid the Bill was not a Goveinment
Bill, but would be introduced on the eame ground as a
Bill by any other member on leave of the House,

IRREGULAR MARRIAGES.

Mr Hucnes said, as he saw the Attorney-General in
his place, perhaps he would then answer a question of
which notice had been given He would ‘ask the
Honourable the Attorney-General what steps the Go-
vernment had taken in accordance with the address
presented by the late Legislative Council to Hig Excel-
lency the Goverpor-n-Chief, on 11th December, 1856,
requestng His Excellency to mstitute an official 1n-
vestigation mnto the circumstances of the marnage of
Eljah Thomas and Mary Ann Maggs, and of John
Fmnis and Mary Ann Russell, both of which were
solemnized by the Rev. James Pollit, with a view of
ascertaimng—1. Whether the 1aws of the colony had
been violated, and, 1f so, that His Excellency would
cause the necessary steps to be tzken to bring the par-
ties to justice 2 If no laws were in force applying to
marriages affecting public decency and morahity—such
as marriages mncestuous and of prisoners of the Crown
and lunaties, to request that His Excellency would cause
a Bill for amending the Law of Marriage in these
respects to be brought in.

The ATToRNEY-GENFRAL replied that be was not
aware of any means whereby an official invesugation
into the circumstances of the marriages refecred to in
the address could be conducted Assuming that mar-
riages had been celebrated between persons related to
one another within the prohibited degrees of con-
sanguinity or affimty, and between persons, one or both
of whom were, at the time of such ceremony, lunauc,
he was of ep.nion that the law now 1n foree 1n this co-
lany made such pretended marrnages void By clause
20 of the Local Urdinance No 3, of 155-6, any per-
son who has wilfully made, or caused to be made, for
the purpose of being nserted 1n any register of mar-
riage, any false statement touching any of the particu-
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lars required by the provisions of the gaid Ordinance,
to be known and regstéred, was liable to the same
peins and E)enaltles as though he or she were guilty of
perjury " If the marriages 1in question were celebrated
by licence, a declaratien must have been made by one
ot the parties in each case alleging his or her belhef
that ‘“no impediment of kindred or alhiance or other
lawful hindrance” existed to prevent such marnage,
end 1t would seem that such declaration would bring
the party making it within the penal clauses of the

Act,
GLENELG JETTY.

IN COMMITTEER,

The Chief Secretary movetl an address to His Ex-
cellency the Governor-in-Chief, requesting that he be
pleased to place a sum of £7,000 on the Supplementary
Estimates of 1857, for the purpose of completing the
purchase of and erecting the jetty at Glenelg In
asking the Counecil to sanction the address, he did nos
think 1t necessary to go info an enquiry into the policy
of the ongnal vote, or the proceedings of other Legis-
latures, unless compelled to de 8o, as he considered it
urrevelant to the present matter., He had to take the
question up where he found 1t. A sum of £22,000 had
béen placed at the disposal of a former Executive, to
construct a Jetty’ at (ilenelg They sent fo England
for the necessary materials, and, as the then Colomal
Architect was proceeding on leave of absence to
England, he was directed to superintend the matger.
The Colomal Agent was directed to apply for specifi-
cations and estimates to Mr W Bennet Hays 1t was
mtended to intrednee a new principle, called screw-
piles, 1nto the structure, and 1t was not known in the
colony what the cest would be. It would be seen
from the correspondence upon the table that diffi-
culties had arisen out of the ignorance of the cost of
the matenal, the place where 1t could be procured, and
the proper mode of shipment 7The Colomal Agent,
also apponted by the Governor of the day, was not
confirmed 11 his appoidtment by the Secretary ot State
tor the Colonies The Governor did not remit the
matter to Mr Barnard, the Agent-General, because of
complamnts made of his mode ot doing the business, and
the expressed wish of the colony to have a special
agent Difficulties and delays arose out ot this com-
plication before the order was carried out by the
Agent-General, ‘Lhe Colomal Architect also added to
the difficulty, a8 would appear from the correspondence
on the table. He (the Chief Secretary) had selected
from the mass of correspondence, which tegether could
only confuse hon. members, those letters which bore
upon the subject under consideration. The result was,
however, that the cost of the material was £22,832
16s. 7d. T1hat included every charge incurred 1a
placing the matenal on the beach  That, 1t would
appear, exceeded by the three hundred pounds odd the
sum voted, and 1t was necessary to come to the House
tor 1ts sanction to that outlay ‘lhey were bound also
to state that the matenal would be damaged by every
dsy's delay in erecting 1t, The weighty pieces et iron-
work would become burted 1n the sand, and the marks
essential to guide the workmen in erecting the structure
would become obliterated. Ie thoughs they were
quite justified 1n applying to that House for means to
complete the strusture, so that the original outlay should
not be lost. The estimate was, tor that purpose,
£7,000, and 1t was estimated that the whole structure,
when completed, would cost £29,000.

Mr Warernovuse thought 1t was wise not to refer
to the proceedings of former Councils, and had 1t been
now proposed to appopriate £49,000 for that purpose,
he should certainly have voted against 1t, ‘I'he question,
nowever, came now in a differeat form—it bemng to vote
4 sum to save a much larger amount from being thrown
wway, (Hear, hear ) Whileir was prudent on the part
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of the Chief Secretary not to refer to what had been
done in the matter by former Councils, he should have
explained their own proceedings as an Executive on
the subject (Hear, hear,) They stated 1 last No-
vember that a sum of £2,000 then asked for would be
sufficient tor the purpose of complenng the jetty, and
now they asked for £7,000 He suggested a reference
to a Select Commuttee,

Mr Hucnrs supported the views of the last speaker.
There was no use n their voting specific sums if the
Executive could come time after time for supplemen-
tary votes e quite concurred in the suggestion that
evidence should be taken to ascertain whether the jetty
could be made available on Mr. Hays’s plan,

Mr Nrzares said the opivon read from the report
of the Harbour Commission applied, not to a jetty. but
to a novel breakwater of Mr W B Hays's invention
He was assured that a person would undertake the
erection of the jetty, apart from the breakwater, for
£3,000, That left, he 1magined, a sufficient margin for
screwing up the large Venetian blind called a break-
water. (Hear, hear) He thought that would never
answer, but as they had 1t they might as well put 1t up,
and give1t a trial  The jetty, however, could be put
up well that season, and the assistance it would give
to the farmers of the South fully justified the Cabinet
1 asking means to erect ®.

The Caier SecrFTARY said the breakwater was a
separate part of the work, intended to enable small
boats to come alongside of the jetty in rough weather
The opimon read referred only to-the breakwater, and
not to the jetty (Hear, hear) The explanation of
the part the Ministry had taken in November last was
easily explained by the fact that they were nct then in
possession of the accounts of the Agent-General It
was not, until afte? the dissolution of the late Legisla-
ture, that they ascertained the real cost of the under-
taking They now knew what the cost was out of the
colony, and he believed 1t would not require the £7,000
asked for to complete the work, but 1t would not be
prudent to ask less, as unforseen expenses might‘anse
They would, 1n the first instance, erect the jetty, and
then 1f 1t was felt that the breakwater would not
answer 1ts purpose, no money would be spent on 1t.

Mr. Bryru agreed n the propriety of having that
question, settled definitively. He had voted for the
£2,000 on the assurance that it woule be sufficient to
complete the work. He would support the present
motion, but reserve to himself the right of opposing any
further vote (Hear, hear) One of the first things he
did after he became a member of the Legislature was
to call attention to the conduct of the Agent-General
He found that Mr, Ridgway was unanimously ap-
pomted Special Agent by the Executive Council, and
his conduct certainly appeared to have been very ex.
traordinary. He (Mr. Blyth) thought Counal Paper
62 should be engrossed on vellum, and exhibited,
framed and glazed, in that Assembly, as a perfect spe-
cimen of the Circumlocution Office mode of earrying
out the prmeiple of ‘“Not to do it.”” He also thought
Mr. Hays should be sued for the money he had so 1m-
properly obtamed from the Agent-General. He could
not indeed but express his surprise at the inaction of
the Government under such extraordinarv circum-
stances. He, (Mr. Blyth,) as a man of business, could
understand why Mr Ridgway for his own reasons
should accept the highest tenders—why the Agent-
General should take up an old vessel to carry the
matenals, at 10 per cent ; but he could not so well
understand why Mr Hays should be permitted to
pocket upwarks of £500 for a pretended patent rght,
He would, simply to prevent the loss of the materials,
support the motion. _
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Mr, Reyxorps supported the motion, not merely be-
cause he was desired to do so by his constituents, but
because he concurred 1n 1ts propriety. Some hon gen-
tlemen thought 1t would be better to erect the jetty at
the Semaphore, and they forgot that 1t would net be
long enough for that locality, and that a very consider-
able sum would have to be voted to carry itout. (Hear,
hear ) Mon gentleman sawd *Hear, hear,” and he
had no doubt some hon gentlemen would not object to
£100,000 outlay in certan directions. (Hear, and a
laugh ) Hon gentlemen might consider they were, 1n
opposing the motion, guarding the public purse, but hé
would ask them to consider whether they, in succeed-
ing to shelve that motion, would cot be throwing away
£22,000 of the public money (Hear, hear ) He would
ask them, could they by so doing be considered guar-
dians of the public purse  (Hear, hear ) The comple-
tion of the jetty would divert the traffic so as to save
the main roads to a great extent, and postal facilities
would be gained which would ge far to reconcile the
general public to the outlay of the sum asked for,

Mr Burrorp supported the Government on the
ground of economiy He had nothing to do with what
had gone before, 1t was certainly a terrible mess, and
they were right mnto 1t~ (Laughter i He thought a
reference to a Select Committes would be a mere waste
of time.

The TreasURER stated that he, in the former Legis-
lature, positively refused to give any guarantee that
the £2,000 would be sufficient, and that appeared 1n
the report referred to  All he did, or proposed to do,
was to give the information in his possession, and
which thenled him to believe that that sum would be
suthcient  So far from his having given a pledge, he
distinctly refused to do so Hon. members should
bear in mind that the Executive were not responsible
for the acts of former Governments, The question of
the Agent.General would be taken up by the Execu.
tive i tume, but they could not do everything at once.

The Caier SEcRETARY said, n reply to Mr. Dutton,
that he was advised by the Commussioner of Public
Works that they were in possession of every facility to
erect the structure.

Mr. Durron was glad to hear that. As he understood,
there was a difficuity in England to understand the
plans of Mr. B. Hays. He thought the Government
should come and ask for * a good round sum* at once
1n those matters, and not have the discussion of such
frightful mismanagement every sesston  (Hear, hear )
He admitted that a small jetty would have been useful
at Glenelg, such a3 had been erected at far more 1m-
portant parts of the coast. His opwnion remained, not-
withstanding what had been said, that it would be
better to have erected that great jetty at the Semaphore,
opposite the shipping and landing place, He remained
of opinion that the great object of the jetty at Glenelg
would be for the perambulations of nursemaids. (Hear,
hear ) Upon the ground that the money already ex-
pended should not be thrown away, he would vote for
the £7,000, but hoped 1t would be the last vote required
for the purpose. e could not sit down without de-
claring, that the whole affair exhibited disgraceful mis-
management, and an awful waste of public money.

Mr, Bagor enquired whether the £7,000 would in-
clude the expense of constructing the approaches. He
also wished to know whether the Government autho-
rized the payment of £520 to Mr. B. Hays for his pre-
sumed patent right, or whether any steps were taken
or intended to be taken to recover that amount.

The ATToRNEY-GENERAL rose, but the House called
for a division.
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The CuarryManN put the question, and declared 1t
carnied

The House resumed, and the report was brought up

Mr Baocor opposed the adoption of the report on the
ground that information had been demanded which the
House should have heard before deciding an 1mportant
financial vote

The ATToRNEY-GFNERAL complained that he had
only one minute to give his explanation, He had risen
to explamn, but was prevented by the calls for a divi-
sion, No payment had been authorized to Mr B
Hays, and he would be prepared to advise proceedings
to recover the amount paid to him did he see any
chance of recovering 1t, but he was afraxd 1t would
}c:nly )lead to a further waste of public money, (Hear,

ear

The report was then adopted.

MURRAY RIVER DUIIES BILL
IN COMMITTEE,

The Treasurrn suid the Bill had been agreed to, but
remained 1n Commtttee that hon members should have
an opportunity to considerit more maturely, He moved
that the title be now read.

Mr MacperMotT enquired whether the delegate to
proceed to Melbourne would be instructed to negotiate
for the co-operation of Victoria and New South Wales
in the work of cleaning the River Murray.

The Cuier SECRETARY saud that was a very distinet
subject from the collection of duties on the Murray,
and could not be mixed up with 1t.  He thought the
matter might very properly be settled without any in-
tercolomal interference.

Motion agreed to, and Bill ordered to stand as read.

House resumed, and the third reading made an Oxder
of the Day for next day.

IMMIGRATION RESOLUTIONS.
IN COMMITTEE.

The CouuissronEr of CrowN Lanps moved the
following resolution .—That 1t .8 expedient to make
provision whereby immigrants who arnve in this pro.
vince at their own expense, may be repaid the cost so
incurred, wholly or 1n part—eitner by a repayment of
the amount, or by a remission certihcate to be taken 1
payment for land—upon satisfactory proof bemng
afforded that the immigrants so introduced are of a
surtable class, and that they have remained at least
twelve months in the province The object of the re-
golution was to provide that where labourers were -
troduced without assistance in the first instance they,
or the person mmtroducing them, should have afterwards
certain repayment,

The TREASURER, 1n seconding the resolution, said
the time had arnived for the House to come to a de-
cision whether assistance should be given to German
and other alien immigration or not. He had presented
a petition on the subject, but he informed the peti-
tioners that he could not support 1its prayer, and that
all he could do would be to support a remission or re-
payment after the parties mtroduced had become na.
turalized.

Mr. Xnicuavry proposed as an amendment that after
the word ‘“1mmigrants’ 1n the first line the following
words be inserted :—* From the Umted Kingdom or
Germany,” and, after the word ‘“‘ymmigrants” 1n the
second line, the words ‘ from the before-named locali-
ties’’ be mserted.
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Mr Durrov secorded the amendment, He had anin-
timate acquamtance with the German people, therr
habits and theiwr institutions, and <constdered their
accession to our population a great eolonial acqui-
sition,

Mr RryvoLps objected to the unexpected manner
1n which the question was brc ught forward 1n that thia
House (Hear, hear) e also objected to the prin-
ciple of the resolution, which was to repay persons, who
had been able to pay their owr passage out. He be-
lieved that would have the effect of introducing, not
labourers, but small capitalists, as had been suggested
by an hon. membez. ,

The CuIier Srcrerary said the resolutions were
framed to apply to the introductiorrof British subjects
He could not consent to the advantage bemng apphed
to German imraigrants without some limitation He
suggested a consideration of that resolution withouwt
reference to German immigration at all, and upon
which a specific resolution should be prepared

Mr Swueprey thought, as these resolutions were of a
temporary character, that they would not be wrong in
mtroducing, under them, mm large numbers, men so
valuable as the Germans had proved themselves.

Mr Neares recommended the introduction of the
quesiion as a substantive motion. The feeling was
so strong in favour of the Germans, that he thought
there would be no objectron to thewr introduction
to the extent of one in eight, the present proportion,
as recommended by the hon. member for Mount
Barker,

Mr Peaxe concurred in all that had been sard in
favour of the German people as colonists , but argued
n favour.of preserving the Anglo-Saxon character of
the colony, and the propriety of caution 1n introducing
foreigners. .

Mr. HuenEs opposed the motion, and hoped hon.
members would vote against 1t,

Mr Krrcaaurr said he was not disposed to seek an
advantage for parties while they were foreigners, but
when they became South Australians, He begged,
however, to withdraw the amendment,

The ArrorNeYy GENERAL agreed in all that had been
said of the German element in the population, and
would be glad to see that element increased by the
same means as heretofore. He would, however, hesi~
tate before he made 1t a matter of rnight to expend the
public funds on the introduction of any but British
subjects, While he by no means demed what the
Germans had done for the colony, he thought it would
not be amiss to remember what they had done for the
Germans, (Hear, hear) They had welcomed their
German friends to their shores , they extended to them
every civil and rehgious privilege, which they them.
selves possessed, with one exception, no longer acted
on, of making the laws. They had indeed purchased
land, but then they got the same value for their money
as British subjects, and if the British colonists had an
opportunity of mtroducing their own countrymen 1t
was only a part of their heritage, (Hear, hear) As
British subjects they were entitled to have scmething
more out of the price of the land than persons who
had not that ongnal claim. He said that merely to
explain why he could not vote for the amendment of
the hon member for Mount Barker. As to assisting
foreigners, 1t was a new point, and 1t was for the House
to say whether they would sanction it. Exceptions
had been taken to the language of the resolution, but
fiothing was more easy than to move the insertion of
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avords that would make the meaning clear The mean-
ing, as he understood 1t, was that the person who
placed—by introducing labourers—the colony in pos-
sesston of benefits which 1t would have possessed had
the Land Fund been appropriated to that purpose in
the first instance, had a right to be patd the expense of
mtroducing those labourers No hon. member who
could move an amendment should vote agamnst the 1e-
golution, unless he was opposed to its principle He
beheved that 1t would be necessary to 1ntroduce a
5111 to carry out the object of the resolution (Hear,
ear )

Mr MirpreD objected to the resolution, and moved
as an amendment, to take out all the words after
** whereby,”” 1n the first line, and insert—¢ Persons
who intioduce labouring immigrants, natives of Great
Butan and Ireland, of a suitable class, at thewr own
expense may be revaid the cost so incurred, wholly ot
n part, by a rem ssion certificate, to be taken in pay-
ment of land, upon satisfactory proof that such immi-
grants have remained at least two years in the colony ”
He enquued whether there was any balance in the
Treasury which had been obtained heretofore for the
sale of land, and, 1f so, he maintained that a moety of
1t should be.appropriated to the .ntroduction of labour,

The Ca1Er SrereTary said all money in the Trea.
sury at the end of last year would be placed to the
credit of the Gencral Revenue, and would be at the
disposal of the House,

The TreasURFR stated that there was a balance of
£110,000 of the Land Fund unappropriated,

Mr Nrarrs was disposed to support resolutions on
some subjects rather than Bills, They could reseind a

resolution readily, but not a Bill, as 1t would look sxlly‘

to be passing Acts one session and repealing them the
next, whereas resolutions could be framed to meet all
the fluctuations of circumstances.

Mr Bapnace could not allow the extraordinary
speech of the Attorney-General to pass without notice
It was 1n the recollection of the House how Mimsters
opposed the amendment, and how in fact 1t had been
stated that two of them would resign 1f the House re-
quired them to bring mna Bil (Hear, hear) Now
they had a chimax of Ministerial management , a reso-
lution had to bere-worded thafit might be understood
{Hear, hear ) In defence of hus own conduct he had a
right to infer to those discrepancies The resolutions,
upon the 1ntegrity of which so much 1mportance was
placed, now turned out to be mere matters laid before
the House to be licked into shape., e thought there
was some scheme, some policy mn the resolutions as
they were brought before the Flouse, but the admission
of the Attorney-lieneral quite just:ified the course he
(Mr. Babbage) had taken ‘lThe Government at one
time left them open to no other inference than that
they were to have no more free immigration, (Hear,
hear ) In cominon with other members he opposed
the resolutions on that understanding. Theresolutions
were 1 fact, so badly worded that they were open to
different interpretations. Ile was glad, however, to
find that the Government were disposed to bend to the
wish of the House and bring in a Bill, notwithstanding
all that had been said to the contrary. (Hear, hear.) ,

The Tressuner said the hon. member (Mr Babbage)
had made a strange jumble of the question He had
sard, and so did one of his colleagues, that if the first
resolution. was not carried they would resign  (** No,
no.”’) Me said, Yes, and no hon, member could con-
tradict him without being grossly n error  (Hear,
hear) Two of the resolutions had actually been in-
eluded in the Waste Lands Att, The alterations, which

«
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; the hon. member referred to 80 exultingly, were meiely
the effect of his own imagimation,

The Cowuvrsstover of Croww Lanps said the altera-
 tion in the resolutions were merely verbal 1Ie had
stated that, 1n lus opiuton, there was no neccssity for a
Bill, but of course, he would not oppose his opinion in
that matter to the opinion of the Attorney-General, the
responsible law adviser of the Government

The ATToRNFY-GFNIRAL could have no objection to
the hon member (Mr Babbage) setting himself right
He had no doubt either that the hon gentleman always
acted from the purest motives, although, unfortunately,
he (the Attorney-General) could not atways percerve”
the wisdom of s conduct When the hon gentleman
spoke of the Goverament bending, he was scarcely cor~
rect, they titroduced the resolutions, and they had
i exhibited no disposition to abandon them  (Hear,
hear ) With regard to that particular resolution, 1t
was his op nio1, that 1t involved regulatons whch
might be better provided for m a Bill ‘lhe object,
i however, would still bé the same, and so far there was
i no change of opmion on the pait of the Government,
; and the Commussjoner of Crown Lands would not sbject
i1f he (the Attarney-General), on whom the responsie
bility of putting tlose matters in shape devolved, con-
stdered 1t necessary to do so in the form of a Bill He
need hardly go into the objection that the resolutions«
should net be discussed, but brqught in under the
shape of a Bill The Government held that the reso-
lutions should be done 1rrespective of any Bill  That
opimon they adhered to, and it was only that he
thought 1t better to carry out mn that form the details of
the 4th resolution, that a Bill might possibly be neces-
sary

The CoxMissoNerR of Crowv Lanps opposed the
ramendment It was hnown to all hon, members that a
man soon ceased, if he was industrious and frugal, to he
a labourer 1n this colony Then with regard to the re-
payment, he would prefer the payment in monev, but
as.some advantage might possibly result from the alter-
natave he included 1t. ;o

~
Mr, Munve supported the amendment, as he could
nat see the advantage of introducing persons of the
class referred to -

Mr Bacor asked the hon. Chief Secretary how the
House could reconcile the statement that two members
of the Ministry would resign if the first resolution was
not agreed to with that afterwards made by the Attor-
ney-General. He understood that the Governments
had power to carry out the resplutions without any
Ball ~ If so; why now spedk of a Bill > Why ndt make
the resolutions so specific that they could act on them ?
(Hear) He was always sorry to hear of any difference
of opinion between Mimisters, and as the passing of a
Bill would inyolve a reference té another House, he
thought 1t a pjty that the resolutions gould not be car-
ried out without a necessity for that reference.

would be power in the Gpvernment to carry out the
resolutions without a Bill  Some of them gould not be
included in a Bill, but 1f a Byl was necessary; they
would not hesitate to introduce 1t (Hear, hear )

Captain HaRT confessed that 1t was the understood
disinchination of the Government to bririg 1n a Ball that
made him opposé the resolutions  He considered 1t
would be most unconstitutional to earry out the reso-
futions unless they had been sanctioned by the other
House. (Hear, hedar Y He considered also that it
would be to the ipterest of the colony for the Minustry
to modify thewr views to meet the sense of the Legusla-

The Cuier SecrETARY was still of upinion that thers” .
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fure, and not te stake thewr position on any particular
policy.

Mr WaTtinaousn hoped the Mimistiy would never
take the suggestions ot the lHouse umless they were
prepared to take the responsibility of carrying them
out (Hear, hear )

The Czatrvay put the question, and declared the
amendment carried,

Mr WarrruovsF thought the time rmght be made
twclve months, as 1n the preceding resolu 1ons.

The ArtorneY-GexrFrar argued that there was a
great difference i the two casee, and that the two years
should stand.

Mr WaTrrnouse thought 1t strange, in that case,
that the difference did not strnike the Governmentin
framing the oniginal resolutions, as then the time was
twelve mwonths 1n each case.

The Coanisstonir of CRowN T.axps moved that the
duties connected with the seleetion of 1mmigrants 1n
the United Kingdom, and the dispatch of immigrant
vessels, should be performed by an Agent appointed by
this Government.

The ATtonaer-GexeraL said, n reference to re-
morhs made during tie day, the Agent-General had
promptly, efficiently, and economically executed the
orders of the Gawler Town Railway Commissioners
He had also sent out the law Libra1y most promptly.

Mr Baspace smd hus view of the matter was that
immgration should be regulated by a Buill, and he
would require some further explanation as to the duties
of the Agent to be appointed before he voted for the
resolution.

Mr Bounrrorp did not know which to admire most—
the minute details which the hon member (M1 Bab-
bage) wished to enter into, or his pertinacity in oppos+
g the Ministiy at every step  He thought the reso-
lutions well framed, and that they might safely be left
to a responsible Mimstry to be carned out.

Mr Bacor considered the question of payment a very
important one, and suggested, until information on that
point was given, the withdrawal of the reselutions,

The CriFr SrcreTARY sard with regard to the re-
marks of the hon. member for Encounter Bay,, that the
Government would be cargful not to give any Immigra-
tion Agent independent powers. (Lear, hear} They
wauld hold him responsible, as they were responsible.

The CaaIrvAN put the motion which was carried.

House resumed, the report brought up, and leave

given to sit again on Friday.
STANDING ORDERS,

The time for bringing up the report of the Select

Commuttee was extepded for a week,
B RAILWAY EXTENSION,

The Chief Secretary laid on the table a Bill to autho-
r3ze the extension of the Adelaide and Gawler Town
Railway, and to providg for raising money to carry out
that purpose,~The Bill was then read a first time.

House adjourned until next day.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.
‘WepNEsSDAY, JUNE 3.
BAROSSA ELECTION.
The Speaker inférmed the House that he had received
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the return to the wnt for Barossa, and that Horace
Dean was declared to be duly elected.

AIFRTB FRANCE'S PETITION
Mr Hughes, Chawrman of the Select Committee on
Alfred France's petition, la:d the report on the table,
together with the evidence taken,

BLANCHTOWN,

Mr. Duffie'd asked the Commssioner of Crown
Lands whether 1t was the intention of the Government
to offer the Jand at Blanchtown for sale at an early
date —The Commiss oner of Crown Lands rephied in
the affirmative,

REPRESENTATION OF BAROSSA.

Mr. Reynolds asked the Chief Secretary whether
anynstruct ons had beenissued to the Returning Officer
of Barossa, relative to the votes polled for the person
who had been declared ineligible, and, 1f so, what was
their purport —The Chief Secretary said, no instruc-
tions whatever had been 1ssued, except for the return
of the wnit 1n the usual way,

POSTAL COMMUNICATION,

Mr Babbage asked whether any advices had arrived
by the late mails relative to postal communication —
The Chief Secretary said no advices had been received
since the correspondence was laid on the table,

THE CANDIDATF FOR YATALA. -

Mr, Reynolds enquired whether the candidate for
Yatala, recommended by the hon, Treasurer at a pohi-
tical dinner at Salisbury, was to be looked upon aa the
Government candidate, or only as the nominee of the
Treasurer, Ile believed that gentleman did not
sympathize with the hon Treasurer’s measuies for law
reform —The Chief Secretary sard the Mimstry had
taken no part in the Yatala election, but any indivadual
member of the Ministry had the same nght as any
other hon member of that House to attend any poli-
tival meeting he might think fit, (Hear, hear, from
the Attorney-General )

ADELAIDE BUILDING BILL.

Mr. Dirrox moved for leave to brningin a Building
Bill The measure he introduced last session was of a
very wide kind, and would have received considerable
opposition. In the present Bill, many of the contested
provisions were omitted, and those only retained which
would tend to the preservation of the town from fire,
especially with regard to wooden bwldings. He be-
heved 1t would meet the general concurrence of the
House Leave granted.

MONEY ORDERS

The House having gone into Commuttee,

Mr Peaxe moved--That, in the opinion of this
House, the introduction into the General Post Offica
of this province of a Money Order Office, for the
transmission of small sums of money, not exceeding
five pounds sterling in any one order, 1s urgently called
for, and that it be an nstruction of this House to ths
Executive to direct the Postmaster-General to establish
such Money Order Office with the least possible delay,
and this House undertakes to provide the funds neces-
sary for the establishment of such Money Urder Office
In introdueing the motion he did so rather with a view
to obtaining the sense of the House on the subject, and
for the purpose of procuring the adoption of the system
of money orders, than with any desire to dictate to the
Government as to detas. He felt sure thatif his mo-
tion were carried the Executive and the Postmaster~
General would see the importance of arranging them in
such a manner as to carry 1ts intention into effect. He
need hardly point out the advantage and economy
which would accrue to the public and to the mercantile
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interest in general from the adoption of such a system,
which had been found to work so well 1n England.
T he number of post-office money orders 1ssued in Eng-
land 1n 1840 was 188,931, representing sums amounting
to £313,134 In 1854 the number of money orders had
wncreased to 5,500,000, representing nearly £10,500,000
sterling  This great income produced arevenue to the
Post Office 1n 1854 amounting to nearly £17,000. Of
course they could not expeet anything like equal results
here, but there was no reason why the benefit should
not be proportionate

Mr. WateruoUsE trusted the motion would not be
adopted without discussion, as 1t seemed to him open
to several objections It would increase the respunsi-
bility of the Postmasters, whose salaries must be
increased 1n proportion, making an annual sum beyond
what some hon member might suppose He granted
the berefit of the system in England, but 1t did not
follow that 1t would be advantageous hers, where we
hadbank notes of £1 and £2 instead of as in England
none below £6 Even 1f the system of money orders
were adopted thete wis no doubt the great bulk of re-
mittance would still be made in the mote convenient
form of bank notes. The motion was also open to the
objection, that this House had no power to give mstruc-
tions to a responsible Minstry,

Mr. NEALFs would recommend the withdrawal of the
mdtion, which could not at present be practically cac-
ried out.

Mr. Peaxe could not withdraw the motion. The
principle was acknowledged to be sound and good,
therefore, he thought the best way was to introduce 1t
ag early as possible, As regarded the motion being out
of order, on account of its containing instructions to
the Mimstry, he must say, that he could see no force in
the objection,

Mr. MacpErvorT would support the motion 1if it were
put in a proper form  He begged to remind the hon
member tor East Torrens, that the Banks did not 1ssue
bills on England for less than £5, and that bank notes
of this colony were not available as remittances to Eng-
1and, being subject to a discount there proportionate to
the consciences of the persons by whom they were
negotiated. It was well known, that large sums wete
annually remitted from emigrants in America to their
friends mn the United Kingdom, and he should be glad
see equal facilities offered to the residents of this pro-
vince for making similar remttances,

The Curer SgcrrTARY must oppose the motion 1f 1t
were pressed to a division, He hoped, therefore, that
it would be withdrawn. Government had several
tunes made an a‘tempt to introduce the system of
money orders, but had always found that the expense
would be greater than the business of the colony would
meet.

Messra. ReynoLps, Kricravrr, and Dunx, trusted
the motion would be withdrawn

The Cowvissioner of Croww Lawps had had con-
siderable experience, both in sending and receiving
sums from 64 upwards, and had never even heard of
any rrregulanty  He believed this was mainly due to
the admirable way in wh.ch the Post-Office was ma-
naged. (Hear, hear)

The TrEASURER thought that, whatever was the fate
of the wmotion, the thanks of the House were due to the
hon gentleman who had brought the question uader
consideration  He must, however, oppose the motion,
both on account of the difficulty involved in the ex-
changes, and the expense nceessarily attendant upon the
adoption of the’ system.
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Mr. Peaxe complained that the Mimstry told the
House, that the system would be very expensive, but
did not give the figures. e would ask leave to amend
his motion, and call for a return of the cost likely to
attend the introduction of the system.

The Atrornry-GENERAL said 1t would be unneces-
sary to move for such a return, It should be supphied
with the least possible delay.

The motion was then withdrawn and the House re=
sumed.

EXTENSION OF THE GAWLER RAILWAY,
IN COMMITTEE,

Mr Hay moved, pursuant to notice, for an address to
His Excellency the Governor-in Chief, requesting that
a survey be made for a line of ral)way of the country
between Gawler Towa to a junction at Onetree Hill
Creek with route No 9, as shown wa Council Paper No,
22, and on to the River Murray, as mndicated by the
said route No 9, also, that a survey of the country be
made for a line of railway between the proposed termi~
nus at the O1d Shepherds’ Inn, on the Dry Creek ex-
tension, to a pownt at or near the Thirty nine Sections,
on the River Murray , and that a report of ths length
of each line, the levels, and the probable cost per mile
for constructing a railway by either line, be laid before
the House on as early a day as poss.ble  So far as he
knew the country those lines would be found as short
as any which had been pointed out, and they were more
free from obstruction = The Murray Scrab also was
much narrower than on most of the other hines He
had no bhias 1n favour of either ine, but was anxious to
have that adopted which might prove, upon a carcful
survey, the best.

Mr Bacor thought that, before car1y'ng the motion,
they should have some 1dea of what the expense of the
surveys would be  If every member should feel 1t hus
duty to ask for a survey of a line through the district
1epresented by himself, they would soon have eighteen
or twenty of them to undertake.

The Couwussroner of Crowx Lanps suggested that
the motion be amended, by the substitution of the word
‘*examination’” for survey.

Mr Warrrnouse approved of the suggestion, but
expressed his surprise, that the Govern nent should
have assented so lately to an application for a survey
under very similar circumstances.,

Mr Hay amended his motion by inserting the
words “an examunauon with a view to survey,” and
by striking out the word ¢ levels” 1n the last line but
three,

The motion was carried as amended.

Council resumed, and the report was brought up and
adopted,

MOUTH OF THE ONKAPARINGA.

Mr MiLDRED moved, that the petition of the settlers
of the Noarlunga and Willunga Districts be printed.
His object was to enable the members of the House to
appreciate the importance of the petition, which came
trom a very large number of settlers holding a con-
siderable quantity of land. The object sought by the
petitioners was to make water carriage available to the
public generally, mnstead of its advantages being, as they
were at present, confined to one or two persons.

The Atrorvev-GeNERAL supported the motion.
The only objection to printing petitions was, whers 1t
was not 1ntended to found any motion upon them.
Carried,
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RIVER MURRAY DUTIES.

Captain Hart said that since giving notice of his
motion on the above subject, some explanations had
been made by the members of the Government, and,
therefore, as his motion mght embarrass the Ministry
11 1ts negotiations with the Government of Victora, he
would, with the leave of the House, withdraw it  He
should hike, however, to see some otner motion upon
the paper, which would have the effect of instructing
the Governmentastothecourselikely tobesupported by
-the House, and he should consider hunself at hiberty to
move ¢n some future day a resolution in favour of an
assimilation with the tariff of New South Wales, as far
as might be compatible with the collection of a sufli-
cient revenue and suitable to the cireumstances of the
coluny. He believed the assimilation of the tanff with
that of New South Wales, under the conditions he had
jentioned, thie most Satisfactory to all concerned, and
would be by fat the best way of getting out of the diffi-
culty n which the subject had been involved He
hoped also that our Governmrent would shortly bein a
position to assure the Victornan Government of their
des're to assist 1. protecting that province from the 1n-
flux of the Chinese, who were now passing through
South Australia inte Vietoria, Motion wihdrawn.,

AGENT GEMERAL

Mr Byryrr, pursuant to notice, asked the Honourable
the Chief-Secratary 1f any and wbat steps had been
teken to give effect to the recommendations of a Select
Comnfittee of the previous Legislature, appomted ‘To
enquire into the mode 1n which the Agency of the
colony 1s carled on and supplies obtained from Eng-
land © After the debate on the Glenelg Piex Jetty, and
the statements of the Ministry relative to the Agent.
General, he should be quite satisfied with an assurance
that the Government would attend to the subject

The Cuier Secrerary said the attention of the Go-
vernment had been specially drawn to the question of
appointing an agent in England, but they had been
unable to take any action at present, as it would have
been unwise to have appointed another agent, while
there were still a number of orders unexecuted ‘The
subject woald now be taken up, and an appomntment
made shortly

MURRAY RIVER DUTITS BIIL
The Treasurer moved the third 1eading of the above
‘Bill —beconded by the (hief Secretary, and carried
The Bill was then read a third tume, passed, and o1dered
to be transmatted to the Legislative Council for its ¢on-
tuirence

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR.

In the course of the day the following messages were
tecewved from His Excellency the Governor-in-Chief —

No 1., His Excellency the Governor-in Chiefhaving
had before lim the address of the House of Assembly
»(No. 2)y tequesting him to place upon the Supple-
mentary Estimates the sum of £2,000 for éxploring
purposes, has given directions that this expenditure
shail form an item in the btipplementary Estumates of
ihe current year

No 2 'The Goverhor-ir.-Chief informs the House of
Assembly that, in conformance with the request con-
tained m Address No 3, of the 27th ultimo, he will
tause instructions to be 1ssued to the Commissicner of
Pughc Works to commence the necessary survey forth-
Wt

No 3 Inreply to Address No 4, dated the 27th ult,
the Governor-1m-Ch.ef informs the House of Assembly
that the wish of the House shall in future arrangements
for Jeave of absence on application by officers 1n the
puvlic service be had in view

Adjourned to Thursdsy.
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,

THRURSDAY, JUNE 4,
PETITION

Mr Minwr presented a petition from Willizm Bake-
well aganst the return of IHorace Dean as member for
Barossa, and praying that the election be declared null
and void, and that he (Wilhiam Bakewell) be declared
clected to serve for Barassa, or that the petition be
referred to the Court for the Trial of Disputed Returns
The petition was réceived and read —The Speaker said
no nouice was required for a question of privilege —
The Attorney-General moved the reference of the pet1-
tion to the Couit for the Trial of Disputed Returns —
Mr Reynolds refeired to aletter which had been ad.
dressed to hiumr by a person signing himself an elcetor
of Sturt That letter was evidently intended to influence
his decision as a member of the Court for the Trial of
Disputed Returns  He was, however, ¢ompelled in
conscience’ to dectde against Dr Dean, and he shortly
after 1eceived the letter referred to, which he read to
the House  He had no hesitation 1n saying, from en-
quiries he had made, that the writer ot the letter was
Dr Dean himself Ie had given his decision. most
conscientiously, yet he hoped, if possible, some othey
member would be appointed to serve m his place,
—Mr Hughes thought the shorter plan would he to
refer the return to the Returning Officer for amend-
ment  He mmagmed that votes given for a person
pronounced by a competent Colrt incapable to sit
in Parliamert were null and void.—The Chief Se-
cretary suggested that the decision of the Court
should be before the House “The judgment given by
the Court of Disputed Returns was read by the Clerk,
The Criry Srcrrrary remarked, as the-e really was
no record of the diequalification before the House or
the country, he thought the only course open was to
send the petition to the Court, the decision of which
should have been final —The Attorney-General exs
pressed a similar opinion —Mr Burford said there were
other charges besides that of being an alien, and. 1f
such were provided, the disqualification was perma-
nent —Mr Hughes agreed, and moved the following
amendment, that the wnt for the election of a new
member for the distriet cf Barossa be returned to the
Returning Officer of that disirict, and that the sad
Retuining Ofhcer be directed to amend the said wrig
by erasing the name of Horace Dean from the said re-
turn, and substituting 1n lieu thereof the name of such
person as at the said electron may have had, after the
said Horace Dean, the gredtest number -of votes 48 a
candidate to serve in this House as member for thesaid
district —Mr Pcake asked the Attorney General whe-
ther the 48th clause of the Electoral Act made the
deusion of the Court of Disputed Returns final -——Thg
Attorney-General understood, 1 point of law, Horace
Dean disqualified from sitting during the whole time
between the judgment and the next general clection,
The petition, which was among the records of the
House, had proceeded upon two grounds—n the oné
case that of being an alien, in the other that of beimng
guilty of bribery 1 he’judgment must have proceeded
on both or one of those grounds In the first case he
would be disqualifted until that disquahihication had
been removed , and in the other case he was disquaii-
fied unul the election of the next Parliament He
could not imagine that the decision of the Court would
be otherwise than that the election was void —The
Speaker put the question, and declared the resolution
lost. He was about to put the amendment as a motion,
Svhen, the Chiet Secietary said they should consider
whether 1t was wise to adopt that course They had
no proof of the allegations in the petition, It was not
usual to take allegatjons as proof =~ He believed the re-
sult must be tocenfirm the candidate who stood next on
the retuin, if there was such acandidate, but theregular
tourse thould be adopted —Mr. Hughes sard hus amend-
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ment ‘met that view fully If there was no such
_second candidate, there would be no election at all —
Cupt. Hart considered that the House shouid acton the
.suggestion of the Chief Secretary, to prevent the pos-
sible commission of an injustice or an irregulafity n
acting withput' a reference to the proper Court le
hoped the amendment would be withdrawn, and that
.the Attorney-General would frame a resolution to meet
the merits of the case, and the wish of the House. The
Attorney-General would ask the House whether 1t
would not be a dangerous precedent to act as proposed
by the amendment Would they not be doing some-
thing which might hereafter be turned nto a great
injustice > It was always the case that precedents were
.estabnshed 1n the first instaiice where no practical
injustice could ar'se  He believel that there could be
no doubt of the 1e=ult 1in that case, aad tHat the House
would be Hoing what was just 1n afirming the amend-
ment, but 1t was because they were not doing wrong
m  that case that they should look caretully into
tne principle they were about to establish, for a principle
established n that case they could not refuse to act
upon 1n other cases., He saw no reason for taking that
Jatter out of the usual course, and the trifling delay or
expense 5hould not, he thought, weigh with the House to
1nduce 1t to depart from the proper and constitutjonal
course, He would ask the hon mover to withdraw his
amendmentthat the origmal motion mightbe carried, and
the matter referted to the properly constituted author-
ties,—Mr Buiford hoped thehon member (Mr Hughes)
would not withdraw his amendment, as he had
no doubt of the facts, and saw no danger from the pre-
cedent —The Theasurer hoped the amendment would
be withdrawn, sumply because he considered 1t would
be bdtter for the House to proceed with all 1ts usual
forms, and not givé a hurned decision —Mr Peake
objetted to the withdrawal of the amendment 'The
individaal 1d question had declaied the judginent of
the Court not worth the paper 1t was wrttten on  He
did not think 1t 4 dignified opinion .o be placed in, to
have the authority ot the Court, and of that House,
set at nought —Mr Babbage wds disposed to support
the araendment until he heard the opieons of the
Attorney-General, The Court of Appeal had not
statea which of the pownts in the petition the decision
proceeded on  If on the question of naturahzation, 1t
was just posuble—barely possible, he admitted—that
the objection had been removed, and that, n fact, was
a question for the Cowit —Mr Mildred moved, as an
amendment on Mr Hughes’s moaon, that the petition
be referred te the Court of Disputed Returns —lhe
question was put, and the amendment carried.

MARRIAGE LAY AMFNDMENT BILL,

Mr Bagot moved a verbal alteration 1n the title of
the Bill. It was carried.

The Bill was then read a thurd time and passed.

REAL PROPERTY BILL.

On nsing to move for leave to bring in this Bl for
fmending the law relating to the Tiansfer of Real Proe
ert
M}; Torrevs said . Sir, it 18 an usage of the British
Parliament that before leave to introduce a Bill be
granted to any member, he 13 expected to show the
xistence of some evil which he would propose to 1e-
medy, or some want which he would supply, and to
make out ut least a primd facte case that the measure he
proposes 1s feasible, and meets the requirements of the
case ‘This 13 a wholesome precedent, and one which
we should be careful to establish 1n this the opening
Session under the liberal Constitution which Her Most
Graeclous Majesty has been pleased to bestow on this
colony. More especially should 1t be insisted on when
the measure proposed 18 of a nature so1mportant as.this
fwhich I have the honour to 1ntroduce, 1nvolving as it
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does the most matierial 1nterests of the country, disturb-
ng the very foundations of the mstitutions under whigh
dealings in real property have hitherto been regulated,
Consistently with the principle which I have laiddown,
I will refer to the preamble of the Bili for an exposition
of the evils which I scek to remedy ,That preamble
alleges 1n eflect that the existing law relanng to the
transfer of real property 18 complex and cumbrousin
1ts nature, ruimnously expensive in 1ts working, uncer-
tan and perplexing 1n 1ts 1ssues, and specially unsupted
to the 1equirements ot this commuinyty, As this pre-
amble has been the subject of adverse comment by
members, of the legal profession, I will now address
myself to 1ts justiication, If any one dentes that the
existing law 13 cumbrous and complexs, let him visit a
tolerably supplied law hibrary and cast his eye on the
1mposing array of volumes ot statutes, precedents, com-
mentaries so numerous and so involved that a tolerable
acquaintance with their contents can scarceiy be at-
tamed by the labours of a life time. If any one denies
the grevious unceitanty and perplexuties of the law, let
him but attend our Courts for a single sittings and
listen to the ingenious pleadings of opposing counsel ,
let him note the numerousrules obtained to show cause,
the new trials granted, the judgwments reversed, the
appeals to another jurisdiction, and let hum then count
up the cost of all this, and he willindeed be astonshed
to lind what a heavy per centage of the real estate 1n
this colony 1s thus annually frittered away But the
pecumary loss 1s not the woist featyre The harrassing,
spirnit-wearing perplexity in which the land-owner s
too frequently involved 18 yet more distressing, How
many titles, safe enough to hold for the party in posses-
sion, are yet subject to some purely technical defect
which disables the proprietor from enforcing a contract
for sale, or would render an action of ejectment agatnst
a tortuous holder extremely doubtful in 1ts 1ssue and
costly 1n 1ts prosecution  How many purchasers for
bond fide consideration, having parted with theur money,
pass their days 1n anxiety and bitterness, drcading law-
suits, evietion, and ruin I could, 1f necessary, state
numerous instances 1 proof of that which I Have ad-
vanced, but 1n so doing I should unnecessanly take up
the time of the House, for I am satishied that there 1s
not one honourable member present, who has not either
in his own person or that of his friends, had abundant
illustration that the existing law 18 complex, uncertain,
and rumously extravagant. None, indeed, deny the
existence of these evils but those who hve by their per-
petuation  Let me not be misunderstood—1 do hot
assert that the profession generally are actuated by
sordid motives There 1s another bias equally strong—
maunkind are always more or less prejudiced 1n, favour
of a system in which they have been educated =~ They
cannot endure that the knowledge which they have
acquired at the expenrhiture of 8o much time and labour
should be proclumed worthless. lheir thoughts, so
long accustomed to run m grooves, 1t requires a painful
effort to draw out from the deep worn tracks, In the
eloguent laiguage ot Lord Brougham—*¢ L'hey love tle
mysteries which they have spent so much time 1n learne
g, and they do not hike tue rude hand which would
wipe away the cobwebs, mn spinuing whrch they have
spent their zeal—their days for perhaps half a century **
It remains to show how especialiy il-adapted 1s our
system of real property law to the requirements
arising  out of the peculiar economic status of this
community  With perhaps the esception of France
there 13 no country i which the number of lande

proprietors bears so great a proportion to the eatiré
population as 1n South Australia  Here, however, the
jeoman proprietor cultivates not the muiserable hold-
1ngs of 2 to 6 acres of the French peasant, but moderate,
farms of 80 to 100 acres. The principle of encouraging
a jeoman proprietory has been the distinguishing
feature mn_our poucy trom the first foundation of the
colony, To 1t we all acknowledze that we are u‘xdeb‘eg
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for our rapid advancement—for our stability, and for
the wigorous elasticity with which the colony has again
and agamn ansen after circumstances of depression such
as few commumties have 1n such brief space passed
through, Yet what can be mote unfavourable to this
principle than the system which renders the transfer of
property so costly, that the acquirement of land n
small blocks 1s becomng a luxury to be indulged in
only by the wealthy A system under which the
yeoman, seeking to become proprietor of his farm, 13
subjected to costs of £10 to £15 for his title—a system
which, when he would 1a1se a loan of £80 to £100 on
the secunity of this land, subjects hum to law charges
amounting to from 10 to 20 per cent. on the amount
borrowed  Blackstone says, * Experience shovs that
. Pproperty best answers the purposes of civil Iife, when
its transfer and circulation are free and nurestricted *’
I will conclude this branch of my subject by quoting
mn justification of my preamble the language of the
eminent statesman and profouad lawyer, to whose au.
thority I have before referred  Lord Brougham thus
speaks of the Law of Real Property—¢1Its attended
with many evils, givesbirth to great vexations,1nvolves
the affairs of the community 1n laméntable uncertainty,
imposes on the citizens who lie under 1t a heavy
penalty ” It will now bz well to enquire whether
there are any peculiar characterstics 1n the nature of
real property such as necessitate resort bemng had to
these involved, costly, and uncertain methods of pro-
cedure*—for m such case further to pursue the subject
would be waste of time—o1 are these methods the
creatures of antiquated and mistaken legislation?® for

if so, they may by enlightened legwlation be swept

away, and 1mproved methods substituted  Ifin reahty
there be any qualities inherent 1n the nature of 1m-
moveable property necessitating the observance of
these methods, then it follows of necessity that these
methods must have been n use from the earliest deal-
1ngs 1n 1mmoveables, and universally acted onin all
countries  But the history of our pwn country affords
abundaat and 1ncontrovertible evidence that there.was
a ume when these methods were not 1 use, and at
the present day a very shght examination 1uto the in-
stitat.ons of other countries will sausfy the enquirer
in other countries 1n civilized Europe they have been
abandoned as the mnstitutions which gave rise to them
d'sappeared. Nay, evenia British colonies this system
of law, far from being universal, 1s not general ~ Clearly
then this system has not been forced upon us as of
necessity, arising from conditions inherent in the nature
of immoveable property On the contrary, its ongin
and growth may be disunctly traced 1n our records to
man’s devices, seeking to evade the intolerable oppres-
sions of feudalism, such as reliefs, aids, premuer, seizen,
wardships, and the statute of moitmain. Hence the
statute of uscs, the distinction between legal and equut-
able estate, and the ingemous fictions which obscure
and complicate this branch of the law In trouble-
some times, as durning the wars of the Roses, when
men's lives and lancs were in constant jeopardy, such
devices and evasions might betolerated oreven justified,
as1n the nature of *“pua fraus,” but surely to perpe-
tuate these wndirect and invoived methods after the
conditions which drove men tothem have passed away
for ever 18 follv mexcusable I will now proceed to
give to the House an outl ne of the remedial measure
which I ask leave to introduce I do not attempt to
remedy the evils complained of by ameadment of the
existing law—that I belieye to be impossibie; I pro-
pose to abnlish. a system irremediably wrong 1n prin-
ciple, and to substitute a method which I believe will,
when explawned, commend itself to the House as con-
sistent w th common sense, perfectly feasible, and
effectual fou all the purposes required = The system of
retrospective ot derivative title1s the grand source of
complication, unceitainty, and expense, atiending the
exwsting practice, Whenever real estate 1s transferred,
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the history of the property has to be traced back to the
onginal grant from the Crown, through all the inter-
mediate hands, every mortgage deed, release, convey-
ance, settlement, must be produced and carefully ex-
amined, to see that there are no outstanding equitiés
affecting the title This renders conveyancing a
laborious and costly process; but if after the labour
has been expended and the cost incurred, the fruits
of 1t could be secured and held available for {future
occastons, we should not have so much to complamn
of The grievance 13, that this labour and outlay
has to be repeated again and agamn cach time the
property 1s dealt with The sohcitor of an ntend-
ing purchaser or mortgagee 13 not content to accept
the opmuon given after full enquiry by the solicitor of
a recent purchaser, 1t may be, only ten days before.
He too must be¢ furmished with an abstract and examine
all documents for himself, and this process must be
gone over again and agamn every tume the property 1s
dealt with, each transaction adding to the 1abour and
cost of *the subsequent one and iocreasing the rnisk
and uncertainty  The chain of evidence, however
lengthened, 1s no stronger than its weakest link, and
m proportion as documents of title are multiphed, so
are the risks that in one of them, aa 1mportant woid
may have been omitted or some formality 1n execution
neglected IMeavy as are the certmin costs of con-
veyaneing, the cont'ngent risks of expensive co.tsin law
and equty inherent in the system of deriverative titles
18 probably much more burdensome to the land ownér,
‘The first and leading principle of the measure which I
mtroduce 18 therefore designed to cut off the very
source of all costhness, msecurity, and hugation by
abolishing altogether the system ot retrospective titles,,
and ordaining that as often as the fee simple 1s trans-
ferred the existing title must be surrendered to the
C.own, and a fresh grant from the Crown issued to the
new proprietor The principle next in mmportance
prescribes that Registration per se and alone shall give
validity to transactions affecting land  Deposit ot du-
plicate of the instrument, together with record of the
transaction by memorandum, entered 1n the book of
registration and endursed on the grant by the Registrar-
General, to constitute registration  This method 18
designed to give confidence and security to purchasers
and mortgagees through the certanty that nothing
affecting the title can have existence beyond the trans-
actions of which they have notice m the nemoranda
endorsed on the grant My thuid principle aims at
simplicity and economy by presctibing certain steieo.
typed forms of instiuments avalable to each occasion,
to be supplied at the Registry Office, so that any man
of ordmary sense and education may transact his own
business without the necessity of applying to a solicitor
except 1n complicated cases of settlements or entails,
which are unusual in this colony  The Bill prescribes
the method to be followed when part only of thelands
ncluded under one grant are mtended to be sold, pro-
vision 18 also made for the transfer and release of mort-
gages and encumbrances, and for the leasing of lands,
For dealing with lands 1n the absence of the proprietor,
or 1n places beyond the hmutsof the colony, a method
safe to the parties and at the same time securing just
consideration for the rights of remdent colonists s re-
commended 1n substitytion for the present system of
powers of attorney It will not, I umagine, be dented
that the system ot which I have given an outline would,
if feasible, be effectual  No one will deny that when
the vendor exhibits as as title the grant from thé
Crown, abstracts and the other expenses attendant on
retrospective titles vamish, together with the risks of
lawsuits incurred through the probability that some
defective link may escape detection mn examinming a
long chan of evidence Newher will any one retuse
to admit that opportunities for fraud and occasions for
errors arc reduced to the mimimumny, when the acts of
leasing, mortgagirg, and cncumbering land are trans-
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mutted solely through registration m a public office,
and every transaction required to be notified by memo-
randum on the grant itself before 1t can affect the pro-
perty  Itis the feasibility of the project that I expect
will be called 1n question, and to this point I will now
address myself In the Hanse Towns a system of
transfer by registration has been n force for over 600
years I have had communications fiom legal prac-
titioners there, and I hold in my hand letter from a
gentleman who for many years conducted an extensive
agency business in Hamburg, and from these commu-
nicattons I am assured that the cost of transfer or
mortgage in that city seldom exceeds 7s 6d, and that
suits about titles to land are almost unknown No one
m this House will assert that this which 1s accom-
plished by Germansin Hamburg cannot be accomplished
by German and Fnghsh colonists 1 South Austraha

Butin our own institutions we are not without prac-
tical demonstration of the advantages of registration,
as the means of transterring and encumbening property

1t 15 only with regard to land, the most important pos-
session of all, that its advantages are attempted to be
demed Transactions in funded property to the amount
of millions annually are managed with entire gatisfac-
tion through a system of registration  The transfer
and encumbrance of the vast property invested 1n ship-
ping 1s managed with facility, economy, and secunty,
by this same instrumentality. If 1t be argued that
property in 1mmovables differ m icherent essential
qualities from personal property in the funds or in
shipping, and that therefore principles of law and
methods of dealing which answers so perfectly to per-
sonalty, cannot be applied to real property, I must deny
absolutely the conclusion, while I admit the premises.
1 acknowledge essential distinct ons between the two
kinds of property Funded property may be said te be
mfimtely divisible without reducing the mtrinsic value
of each fractional part This cannot be said of land or
house property Again, theres, so to speak, an indi-
vidualty in each parcel of land which practically does
not attach to funded property A man may purchase
some 1indicated piece of land or house, and that identical
block or houde must be conveyed to him, whereas
stock 1s transferred without any attempt to discriminate
or to 1denufy any part.cular parcel A thousand pounds
Consols 1s £1,000 Consols, whoever was the original
creditor of the Crown for that amount. Again,
occupancy and possession are circumstances important
to be regarded in the purchase of land, fur if possession
be not 1n the vendor, the purchaser may unconsciously
acquire a law-suit as portion of his bargain  This
charactenstic does not complicate transactions in the
funds Now, these are the essential differences referred
to, and to what do they amount?® They necessitate a
careful and sometimes difficuls description to wdentify
the particular property intended to be dealt with, and
a careful enquiry that the actual possession 18 the
possession of the vendor, butthey by no means operate
to render a system of transfer by the act of registration
mapplicable or nexpedient— quite the contrary

Nothing would be more conducive to accurate 1denti-
ficauon, and a knowledge of the true occupancy, than
a well organized system of registration. These objec-
tions, founded on essential distinctions, disappear like
murage upon investigating closely the nature of pro-
perty i shipping  1f the comparative mdivisibility 1n
land 18 considered a dufficulty, 1t exists 1n a stall greater
degree 1n a ship Here, also, 1s the characteristic of
mdividuality—we must 1dentify the particular ship by
a long description 1n the register—the contingency of
adverse possession has also to be guarded against The
characterstics of real property, said to render a system
of transfer by registration inspplicable, exist in a greater
degree 1n shipping, aggravated by the circumstance that
tke vessel may be removed beyond the jurisdiction of
the Registry Office. Yet the system of transfer and
mcumbrance of shipping property by registration gives
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unrversal satisfaction, ensumng simplicity, certawnty,
and economy Upon this point, at least, I can ¢peak
confidently, having had nearly fifteen years’ experience
in the working ot that system, whist serving 1 the
Customs’ Depat timent 1n the City of London and 1n this
colony  Many will admit that the system which I
recommend might have been introduced at the first
founding of the colony with facihity and very great
advantage, but doubt its practicability now that titles
have become complicated Admitting a difficulty, I
deny that 1t 1s unsurmountable or such as should cause
us to hesitate 1n securing the advantage of transfer by
registraton. I will briefly explain the method on
which I propose to proceed.” All lands yet 1n the hanas
of onginal grantees, and in respect to which no trans-
actions by sale or encumbrance have taken place, should
be admitted under its provisions upon apphcation of
the proprictors, Titles demnved by nheritance, or
through the operation of the laws relating to insol-
vency, or more or less complicated by transters,
mortgages, and encumbrances—I would allow to
be brought under the Act, after notice calling upon
all parues nterested to interfere, 1f they so desire, by
caveat, such notice to be published more or less ex-
tensively, or for a longer or shorter period, according
to the nature of the case and extent of the comphca~
tions, or, hnally, by a legal process analogous to the
Scoteh declaratory action, or the German Edictorial
Citation A prejudice existy agawnst registration,
arising from the very defective system adopted in this
colony, Registration amounting to a mere record, and
not per se giving title indefeasible to the estate or in-
terest registered, 18 not worth the cost 1t entails.
Moreover, with retrospective titles extending over a
lorg series of years, the system must break down of 1its
own weight, through the cumbrous ndexing required
Whereas my system of renewing the grant on each
tiansfer renders search beyond the last transaction
unnecessary, and each ttle deed by a system of
endorsements 18 mode the wmdex to the ve-
cords affecting the estate which 1t represents,
!T do not propose a scheme involving violent or ar-
bitrary interference with existing titles, but would
leave 1t optional with proprietors to avail themselves of
"itornot It will thus be gradual 1n its operation, yet
*will put tatles in such a train that the desired result
~will eventually be obtained. Mr Speaker, I cannot,
conclude without expressing my grateful sense of the
comphiment which the House has paid me in histenmg
with such marked attention to an address extended to
an unusual length upon a subject admitted to be dry
and unexciting I propose, 1t 1s true, a sweeping
" measure of retorm, yet not more thorough than the
nature of the case imperatively demands. In this
view I am again borne out by the high authonty of
Lord Brougham, who, in a spcech which I have be-
fore quoted, thus expresses himself —*“The present
system ‘‘has grown out of ingenious devices to evade
the oppressions of feudal tyrants, but under i1t we are
subject to the tyranny of the legal profession and
burdens Little less grievous’ The reform to be
effectual must be thorough, ¢ Delenda est Carthago’
must be our motto He moved, in conclusion, for
leave to bring in the Ball,

Captain Hart had great pleasure in seconding the
motion, There was a great deal due by the House and
the country to the hon mover for his conduct on that
question. It was considered by many gentlemen to
whom the subject had been refezred that the dafficulties
of the question rendered its reform impossible. He
was, however, convinced that a measure hke that, or
some other, could be made to effect the desired purpose.
Supposing they were then mn the position when all pro-
perty was vested by land grant, what difficulty would
there be 1n the way of adopting that system > When it

was known that the conveyance of land cost more than
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the value of the land conveyed, 1n a country only twenty
years old, 1t was sufficient to show the necessity for a
reform of the existing system A bill of exchange was
binding, and a person producing his title should with
equal facility transfer his nght ~ He differed from the
hon mover on the ground tnat in future transactions
1t should be compulsory to proceed under the Dill  He
was eonvinced that théy should remove a burden from
the Jands that was eating up their value He trusted
hon members would give attention to the measure,
whiell was second to none in importance.

, The Comvisstener of Crown Lawps supported the
motion, as 1t was carrying out a sysiem which he had
with great advantage introduced 11 pastoral leases He
differed, howgver, from the last speaker as to making it
compulsory  There need not, he thought, be any hesi-
tation 1n dealing with the law of real property, for 1t
was impossible fo have a worse system than the pre-
sent.

Dr Wark supported the motion.

Mr Nravrs felt that although the profession had
neglected thewr duty in regard to that matter, 1t was
scarcely safe to take 1t out of their hands If alarge
conveyancing-shop were opened by the Government,
people would go there in preferenee to going to a re-
spectible sohicitor There the ignorant or malicious
scratch of a pen by a clerk might beggar a family., He
thought there should be a nat'onal guarantee to warrant
the adoption of the conveyances made under the Bull.

Mr Burrorp thought it was too soon to anticipate
objections, and that they ought to give leave to iniro-
duce the Bill, and thank the hon mover for s public
spint 1n undertaking such a duty,

-Mr Warrrnouse said the country hoped the hon
member would go on with the measure The country
expected 1t, and his reputation required 1t . Some sup-
pcsedthat it was a piece of electioneering claptrap, which
on serving ats purpose would be thrown aside That
sugpicton 1n which he confessed he did not share, was

PARLIAMENTARY PEBATES —Jons 4, 1857,

[408

isociety—how the interloper: fiatermized with the un-
conscious nestlings until 1t attammed suffcient strength
to overpower and eject them, and then, true to 1ts
nature, it tumbled them out and left them to pensh
neglected and forgotten He did not, of ccurse, hold
with the companison, but there were some who main-
tained that the hon Treasurer was a pohtical cuckoo
—(a laugh)—that he was at present in strange assoca-
tion, snd only wanted to gather strength to bundle Ins
colleagues out of the Ministenial nest (Continued
laughter ) For himself, he must declare that he would
regiet such a catastrophe He would grieve to sce the
occupants of the comfortable seats oppos te ousted, and
‘‘lodging upon the cold ground **  1le would be sciry
to find the harmony, however strange and upaccount-
able, of ¢ the happy family’’ on the Treasury bench
broken up (Laughter ) As, howeves, they had been
asgured thas Miusters would cariy out the measute 1f
the House agreed to 1t, he would give his support to
the Bill

The ArTorxrY-GraeraL said the hon member who
had just sat down had been exceedingly happs mn his
remarks  While the hon member was speakilg he
(the Attorney-General) was forcibly reminded of a,
temale character named Mrs Candour, who never raised
a report herself but was indefaugable in bringing
reports forward for the purpose of contradicting them.
Of course if people would rather believe the scandal
than Mrs Candour's affected disbelief khe was not to
blame for that The hon member (Mr Waterhouse)
had earned for himself the title of Mrs Candour
Having said that— (Hear, hear) —he would support the
proposition that leave be given to intreduce the Bill
Whatever might be sard of the objection of lawyers to
measures of law reform, he had no fear of any loss to
his mcome from that measure  (Hear, hear ) Even 1f
he had he hoped he had sufficient public spirit not to.
shrink from a measure which however 1t might affect
the reward of his own exertions, was believed to be
advantageous to the commumty He would for him-
self, and in the name of his professron, repel the
calummous nsinuation that they were actuated by
' other motives—lct the insinuation come from whatever
| quarter, or however candid 1t might appear He

coutenanced by the fact that the Bill was nct brought thanked the hon Treasurer for introducing the mea-
m as a Government measure A further countenance  sure, and hoped 1t would be producuve of all the
was given to the suspicron by theopinion that had gone | expected advantages If the Bill was one which he
abroad that the Chief Secretary and the'Attorney-Ge- had seen before, he admitted that it contaied many
neral were opposed to the measure He hoped, how- , very valuable suggestions. which might with advantage
ever, the hon Treasurer would prove that he was $m-|be adopted by the Legislature He would notwith-
cere 1n his desire to effect important 1mprovément in standing, whatever might be said of his desire to avoid
the law, and earnest 1 s desire to carry it out withbut ' a measure which might affect his pocket, say that 1t had
any unnecessary delay  The hon gentleman had §

Iikened himself to Ifercules, and 1t was to be hoped he
would exert his strength, and that he would, with the
lion’s skin, watd off the darts aied with legal subtlety
at him by the Attorney-General, and with his club de-
mohish the Chief Secretary (Hear, hear, and laughter )
He (Mr Waterhouse) confessed that he had some hes:-
tation as to how he should aot in the matter He was
disposed to support the Bill, but he was afraid the re-
sult would be to upset the Ministry (4 laugh Y He
was afraid the effect of carrying that measure would be
to carry the Treasurer on to the place of the Chief Se-
cretary, and that estimable officer and the amable
Attorney-General to the Opposition side of the House

(Continued larghter ) That was not altogether a thing
beyong the bounds of contémplation, for the hon, Trea=
surer had said that a seat on the Ministerial bench was
an object of laudable ambition to any man, and of
course 1t must be still more laudable to aspire to the
chief place on the Ministerial bench (Laughter ) ¥on

members had no doubt often reflected on an interesung
peculianty of the bird called the cutkoo—(hear, hear)
~-how it.dropped 1ts egg in the nest of birds of quite a
cufferent feather, and suffered 1t to be hatched in stéange

jnot met all the difficulties of the subject He was,.
however, disposed to support the motion, that the Bill
might receive such improvement and correction as
would jusufy the Legwslature 1n adopuing 1t It was
true that the transfer of shipping property, as well as
funded property and praperty in shares, was safely
effected by registration, and 1f the system of registration
only proposed to deal with what lawyers called legal
estate, he thought it could be easily adopted But he
apprehended that it would not apply to trusts A
peison might wish to settle property for the benefit of
hig children  He might wish the estate to go to one
for! the pyrpose of rasing money for the benefit of the
others—a mode of d*sposition. which, 1f not restrainea
by law, might become common i this country He
had thus called attention to one of the difficult es of the
matter, but would give every assistance n his power to
make the measure as complete as possible.

The Crjer SecreTARY would cordially support the
Bill, without any apprehension of thé catastrophe,
referred to by the on member (Mr Waterhouse) 1f,
the result was to show that the hon : Treasurer could
inot command the club of Hercules but the wisdom of
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Ulysses, he would be quite willing to yield to hum the
palm, and surrender the place which he was more com-
petent to fill  He wou'd support the Bill so long as he
could see his way throughit, and hoped his hon. fiiend
would succeed and cleanse the Augean stable of the
law, He felt convinced that there was no necessity for
him to dwell on the cost of conveyanaing, or to explain
that the cost resulted from the examination of titles

That was the great eval introduced 1nto the transfer of
teal property in this colony He would not stop to
enquire whether that was inherent 1a the nature of the
property or of the lJaw  They were all aware of the
cost and 1convenience of the present system It was
c'ear also in time that the accumulation of deeds must
be so great that no number of lawyers could examing
them, and this would comgel an alteration of thesystem

He thought the project nf the hon Treasurer ient to
the bottom of the ev.], but whether or not 1t would be
sufficient in aits details he could not say  There was no
doubt of the evil, and there was as httle doubt that
delay would only increase the evil He believed the
best way to deal with the measure would be for hon

members to pout out the difficulties and suggest means
toremove them  With regard to assimilating real pro-
perty to shlgpmg property, that might be a great im-
proyement, but there was a difference which might
wmvplve a difficulty  On acquining a piece of land a
maft had a definite property, but a share in a ship gave
no’‘right to any distinct part of the vessel, although 1t
entitled the holder to a part of the valne, He differed
from the hon member with regard to making the mea-
sure compulsory. The Statue-book was full of measures
that were mere dead letters, because the older system
they were intended to improve had not been swept
®WAY.

Mr Durron referred to the many months’ labour
and study bestowed upon the measure by the hon
Treasurer, to whom the country owed a debt of grati-
tude He was pleased to hear that the Attorney-Ge-
neral would give his aid in perfecting the Bill  Hus
promise to do 8o gave a gratifying contradiction to the
rumour that he was opposed to the Bll,

, Mr Bryru ‘thought the House was more unanimous
i support of the principle of the Bill than any other
which had been introduced that session It was, how-
ever, strange that 1t was notintroduced as a Govern-
ment measure Reports and after-dinner speeches had
been 1 circulation that the Treasurer felt he would
stand alone in the House. The manner in which the
measure had been received must have satisfied the hon
Treasurer that he was not without supportn the House.
He confessed that -he did not like the measure the less
from the supposed difficulties as to uses, but he hoped
the hon, Treasurer would give sufficient time for mem-
bers to consider a measure of such 1mportance.

. Mr. Bacor supported the motion, and declared that
he never met with a measure of real law reform that
did not put money nto the pockets of the legal profes-
sion. He referred to the alteration irthis'colony of the
1aw as to powers of attorney and to the Encumbered
Estates Court 1in Ireland as fruatful sources of income
to the legal profession by the increase of healthy bus-
ness 1 the community which those measures caused
‘With regard to the stated cost of conveyances, he had
effected thousands within the last few years, and the
average cost did not exceed £5. He was convinced that
that the talent and energy necessary to gain competence
as a lawyer would be better rewarded in any other pro-
fession, and regretted to think that the Commissioner
of Crown Lands should have spoken of extortion by the
profession, He thought that extortion should be
pointed out, and he would, »f the Bill met such extor-
tion, warmly support 1t. He would be glad to see the
promised Government measure of law reform mtro-

o
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duced also, that the House might be able to consdor
both measures together,
4

The TrEASURPR, in his reply, said the question was
one of law retorm and not the motives of its introdncer.
He would answer remarks of this kind, whether 1n the
House or out of the House, by actions not by words It
was not an untried measure, for although he was not at
first aware of 1t, 1t had been i operation for 600 vears
m the Hanse Towns A reference had been made ta
the difference between ships and land, but the differ-
ence being that of divisibility inade the transfer of 1and
all the easter He had said that he was under the 1m-
pression that the average cost of convevances was £5.
He was of the same opinion still, for he had paid that
amount himself to very respectable solicitors, and he
had taken the whole cost paid by both parties, buyer
and seller into account He admatted that laige pro-
perties could be laid out into townships, mvolving many
conveyances, at small cost in each case The same
might be said of business tiansacted for building socies
ties  He wquld be happy to have all adwce from hon.
members as to the details of the Bull,

The Srraker put the question, which was carried

The Srraker, m reply to Mr Reynolds, smid aumem.
ber having obtained leave to introduce a public Bill’
could have 1t priated at the Government Printing-office.

Mr. Reynovps —After leave given by the House ?

The Arrorvey.GeveraL said the Government would
willingly, 1n any case where satisfied of the public im-
portance of a measule, extend the same advantage to the
introducer of it that had been enjoyed by the hon.
Treasurer 1 getting his Bill printed at the Government
Prmting-office.

The Bill was laid on the table, read a first time, and
ordered to be printed,

IMPOUNDING ACT.

Mr. Dunn asked the Honourable the Chief Secre.
tary 1f 1t was the intention of the Government, durning
the precent session, to wntroduce a Bill to amend the
present existing Impouanding Act —The Attorney-
General said the Government would consider any
defects of the existing law which the Legslature could
remedy when such were pointed out.

PCOLICE AND PUBLICANS,

Mr Dunn moved that returns be laid on the table
of this House, showing the total number of fines that
have been wnflicted on 1nnkeepers for the viclation of
the Vietualle.s' Licence Act, during the year 1856, and
how or in what way such fines have been disposed of.
He was desirous of having the returns, as they would
be likely to thrdw light upon the conduct of the police
who were generally at enmity with the publicans.
Motion carried.

THE MARRIAGE LAW

Mr Milne did not present his motion for the printing
of the petition of the Free Church Presbytery.

ATRIFEROUS QUARTZ REEFS.

Mr Krichauff moved—That, as 1t seems to be the
way of affording sufficient inducement, and the wish of
many parties now engaged n the search for gold at the
Echunga quartz reefs, to grant leases tor small portions
of such or any hereafter-discovered quartz yeefs con-
taining gold, this House resolves, that 1t 18 expedient
to grant leases of only twenty hineal feet along the
course of but one (and no more than one) of such reefs
to each 1ndividual applying forit, suficient fime being
given, by hotice 1 the South Australian Government
Gazette, to determme whether other parties have o prioy
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claim to the granting of such a lease, He was desirous
of giving facalities for the working of auriferus quartz
reefs , and he thought the extent allowed in Victona
ghould be the imit allowed in this colony.—The Com-
missioner of Crown Lands thought the motion unneces- |
sary, for they had as yet no auriferous quartz reef, :
although gold was traced by a reef. The latter part ofl
the motion would also tie up, unwisely in his opinion,

the hands of the Executive.—Mr. Knckauff withdrew,

j
ELTCTRIC TELEGRAPH, |

Mr Peake moved, that there be laid on the table of|
this House all the information at present n the hands,
of the Government as to the state of forwardness of the
Line of electric telegraph between this colony and the
frontier of Victoria, and as well the cost of construct-
ing such telegtaph, and the amounts for which con-
tracts have been entered into, with any information
the Executive may consider useful to this House, or of
public interest

the motion

Mr, Babbage seconded, Motion agreed to.

COAST TRADE,.

Mr Peake obtained leave to amend verbally the fol-
lowing motion *—That returns be 1aid on the table show-
ing the amount of wool, mneral, and agricultural pro-
duce exposted, either to England direet or coastwise to|
Port Adelaide, from Port Wakefield, Port Elliot, Wil-:
lunga, Yankallla, Guichen Bay, Port Augusta, Port
Robe, and Port Lincoln, within the year 1854, 1865,
1856, and up to the 1st May, 1857, and also showing
the amount expended in each year for the mpove-
ments of each port respectively, or voted on the Fsti-
mates and remaining 1 hand to be so expended—Mo-
tion agreed to

CHINESE IMMIGRANTS.

Mr. Hughes moved that the motion standing in his
name be postponed until Thursday.—The Attorney-
General said 1t was likely the Government would bring
in a Bill substanually the same as that intended by the
hoti, member.

LAND SALES.

Mr. Reynolds obtained leave to amend the motion 1n
hisname- He then moved the amended resolution—
That a return be la1d on thé table of the House, shaw-
ing the number of 80-acre sections of land, and blocks
of land exceeding 160 acres, which have been surveyed
and sold, in each year, from the 1st January, 1850, to
the 1st June, 1857, as well as the average price per
acre which the land so0 sold realized during each yédar.—
Motion &s amended agreed to. - ‘

PETITION OF BORROW AND GOODIAR'S CREDITORS.

Mr Reynolds moved that thé petition be printed,
smd the postponement of 1ts consideration deferred until
Wednesday next —Motion agreed, S

PRIVATE PURCHASES OF LAND.

Mr. Krnichauff moved that 1t 18 the wish of this
House that the names of the purchasers of land pur-
chased by private- contract should be published. He
saxd the sale by auction was a public proceeding, and
he thought publicity should be given to the private
sales of land—Lost on division by eight,

DESCRIPTION OF LAND FOR SALE.

Mr. Krichaulf asked the Honourable the Commas-
sioner of Crown Lands the reason why no description
of the quality of the larid was given when gazetted for
sale, as was the case some time ago.~~The Commissioner
of Crown Lands said parties had frequently alleged that
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SURVEY FOR TRAMWAY,
In Commttee

Dr, Wark referred to thz notice, that an address be
presented to His Excellency the Governor-in.Chaef,
requesting him to cause the engineer officers of the
Government to make a prehminary survey of a Lne of |
tramway along the River Torrens, to the table land
toward 1ts sources—there to divide into two branches,
one running northward and the other southward, along
the fertile settled country He said, he would, with.
ermisstion, make a shght amendment  The Chief
ecretary said the surveys already asked for could not
he carmed out without such an examination of the
gorge of the Torrens as was contemplated by the motion
—Motion withdrawn. .

P
3

COURT-HOUSE AT WOODSIDE.

Mr Malne asked the honourable the Chief Secretary
whether 1t was the intention of Government to place on
the Supplementary Estimates for the présent ‘year a.
sum for the ercction of a Court-House au Woo@sxde.
The Chief Secretary replied in the affirmative

PITCHIRICHI PASS,

Mr Macdermott asked the honourable the Chief
Secretary whether the cutting at the Pitchinchi Pss,
Mount Remarkable Range, for which a voté was pasied
in the late Council, was likely to be carried out —The
Chief Secretary said parties were on the way to cargy«
out the work, . ‘"

House adjourned until next, day.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

Fripay, Juxe 6.

PETITION,

Mr Neales presented a petition from Messrs Taylor®
.and Frankhn, engineers, accompamed by plans and
specifications, with reference to the erection of the
City Bridge over the Torrens, and praying for com-
pensation for the loss of time occasioned to them by
the wvitations for the plans, and the partial adoption
of their plans 1n the structure erected.‘

NAVIGATION OF THE MURRAY.

The Chief Secretary, in reply to Mr. Babbage, said
the Government had not made up therr minds as to’
what course the Government would pursue unul they
had the report of Captain Douglas 6n Victor Harbour

H]
and other information 1n course of cgllecuoh. ’

MQNEY ORDERS, .

Mr, Macdermott begged to correct a mhstake which
had fallen 1nto 1n his remarks on the motion relating
to money orders  He had been informed by one of the
Bak Managers that they 1stuc money orders on
England for sums a&s low as £2.

THE RECESS.

Mr. Waterhouse said he understood that it was the
mtention of Mimsters to move an adjournment of the
House for two months  If so, he hoped that eopies of
all Bills intended to be mtroduced that session would
be placed in the hands of hon, membets that they”
might be duly considered during'the recess —The Chief
Secrefary said it was intertded to propose & long ad.:
Journment, for six weeks or two months, when they
hoped to meet the House with all measures, especially
the Estimates, ready for consideration. ‘hey could
not comply with the request of the hon. member, as:
“the dbject of asking for the adjournment was for the,
!purpose of prepahn%' those measures. They would,
however, lay on the fable the Bills for the consohdas

they were misléd by the published deseription.

,tion' of Boards, the Main Roads Act; and the amend-,
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ament of ‘the Insolvent Law.—Mr, Neales hoped the
Ministry would at least give hon members a hst of the
subjects upon which they proposed to legislate —The
Chief Secretary would, before moving the adjourn-
ment, state what measures they would be prepared to
‘place on the table —Mr Waterhouse hoped the Go-
vernment would give dimrections to the Clerk of the
Hanse to forward to hon. members copies of Bills from
time to t:me as they were prepared —The Chief Secre-
tary would take that suggestion mto consideration, but
did not at the moment think it prudent to say that he
would comply with it

THE LAND SALFS QUESTION

The Commssioner of Crown Lanhds wished to give
the House some mformation additional to what he had
given 1n reply to the hon member (Mr Krichauff) for
Mount Barker e had ascertamned that the practice
had been to publish monthly a list of lands selected by
private purchasers  That had only very recently been
discortinued, and he had given directions for 1ts re-
sumption (Hear, hear ) e had also been assured
that the Surveyor’s reports, as to the land for sale, was
open; at the Survey Office to intending purchasers.
(Her, hear.)

ZfﬁEGULATION OF WASTE LANDS BILL. .
R IN COMMITTEE.

he CouurssioNER of Crown Lanps moved the re-
tommitment of the Fth clause, which was verbally

amended and passed.

The 13th clausé was recommitted, and verbally
amended by striking out the words * and unsurveyed ”

The ATToRNEY-GENERAL said, in reply to Mr. Bab-
bage, that the Government would have power to grant
leases of mineral land on native reserves, but not under

theprovisions of that Act,
The 13th clause was then passed.

Mr Linpsay referred to his contingent notice, and
moved the recommitment of the 4th, §th, 6th, and 10th,
clauses, The alteration, he said, in the 4th clause
would go to the reform of the plans in the Land Office.

Mr Rreyxyoups suggested the propriety of restricting
attention to one clause, as the contingent notice given
by the hon. member was not retained on the notice

paper.

The CouumissioNer of Crown LaANDS considered the
proposal of the hon member would unsettle every
title to land in the colony The details required could
not be wntten on any skin of parchment that ever grew
on the back of a sheep. (A laugh )

. The motion for recommitment was negatived, and
the Bill passed through the usual stages in Commuttee
The House resumed and the third reading was made
ah Order of the Day for Thursday next,

IMMIGRATION RESOLUTIONS.
IN COMMITTEE

The CouuvissioNER of CrowN Lanps said the post-
ponement of the question was intended to enable the
consideration of the question of German Immigration
He was strongly in favour of it, as expressed in the
notice by the hon. member for Mount Barker (Mr
Krichauff), although he would suggest a verbal amend-
ment of thus motion. It was as follows—That the 1m-
migrants ;ntroduced under these resolutions should be
drawn from England, Ireland, and Scotland, as near
as may be 1n proportian to the population of those divi-
sions of the United Kingdom, and from Germany in
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the preportion of not more than one to ten of the immi-
grants of the United Kingdom, Provided that the im-
mugrants from: Germany shall only be introduced under
the 4th clause of these resolutions, and that no remis-
slon certificates shall be granted in respect of any such
immigrants from Germany unless such 1immgrants shall
have previously taken the oath of allegiance to Her
As to their connection with the mother-
country, isisted on by some hon. members, he was of
opmion that they should do what was best for them-
selves. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. Huenes thought that matter was to be brought
forward as a distinet motion, of which the House was
to have notice,

,

Dr 'WARE opposed the consideration of the question
without full notice. He would, he thought, have to
oppose after due notica,

The ArToRNEY-GENERAL Teferred to the mnotice by
Mr. Knichauff, which had been on the paper so long,
that these was no surpnse 1n the matter.

Mr. Harzerr would oppese the motion, on the ground
that this was a British colony, He thought 1t would
be against the feeling of the colony to mtroduce per-
sons duectly from a foreign country,. although the
objection mught not be so strong agmnst persons
naturalhized mn Great Britamn,

Mr, Revxorps did not see the saie objection to dis«
cuss the subject now that he did before notice had been
given, and would support the motion.

Mr. MacpErMoTT opposed the motion, on the gronnd
that they would have no control over the selection
of those immigrants, and declared that he would
rather support "a specific vote for the purpose, than
recognse their claims on the Land Fund, which was
a trust held by.the colony for the benefit of the parent

State.

Mcr. Youna was opposed to the resolution, while he
would not oppose a less objectionable mode of assistung
immigration, .

‘Mr. Burrorp would not open a door to facihitate the
introduction of discontented politicians from the contia
nent of Europe. The Germans should, in common
decency, be thankful for the advantages given to them
on arnval. The only reservation of advantage made by
the natural subjects of the Crown, was that of the Land
Fund for the benefit of their own countrymen, N

Dr Wark would not, after they had established tha
colony, give away the birthright of the colonists to the
alien and the stranger He would welcome them on
theiwrarrival, and was happy tosee anaturalized German
sitting n that Chamber, Heretofore meu of enterprise
found their own way ffom Germany to the colony, but
what warranty would they bave that an inferior class
would not come out by means of the assistance asked
for» (IHear, hear.) : ¢

Mr. XricHavrr considered that the resolution did
not so much contemplate an exclusive benefit to German
immgrants, as to give South Australian colonmsts a
means to mtroduce labour of the most productive and
smitable character. (fear, hear.) The notice proposed,
not to benefit German aliens, but to serve the interests
of South Austrahans. (Hear, hear,) When a man
became naturalized, he ceased to be a foreigner, for he
became a South Australian, .

Mr., Peaxe opposed the motwon, The resolutions
wore the first principles of action, and while the re-
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marks of the hou member for Mount Barker were V'ery'x
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provided that no remission certificate be granted unless

specious, he could not agree with them, because this ! notice of intention to claxm such certificate be given at
was especially a Briush colony. If they once departed ; the time of landing of such 1mmrgrants, and the proper

from the principle erabodied 1n that 1dea 1t was impos-
sible to say how far they would go  He trusted that
he would not be misunderstood as opposed to German
immgration apart from the employment of the Land
Fund for that purpose, or that he was indisposed to ad-
mut cheir value as colonists.

Mr NEeavres remarked that one member opposed the
,inotion on the ground that Germans left their country
{or political reasons, and that others were compelled to
leave by persecution  Another opposed the motion be-
cause every advantage was given to them on their
arrival in the colony  (Hear, hear ) Butif they were
willing to give every advantage, why refuse the one
advantage asked for® (Hear, hear) If they were to
have every advantage upon nattiralization, why make
any except on® Why be always professing a desire to
serve the Germans, and the moment a mode of serving
them wag pointed out by themselves refuse to enter-
tain 1t > It remunded him of the old song—

¢ It 1s all very well to d.gsemble your love,
But why do*you keep me down stairs
(A lavigh ) He thought 1t was pessible that they might
an the course of time, and through the attractions of
their Liberal mstitutions, have persons among them
from many countries He saw many advantages and
no evil in the introduction of Germans as proposed by
the motion, and woild cordially support it,

Mr Miixe supported the motion. He thoughtit

desirable to foster the wine-growing interest, now in its

+ infancy, and 1t woald be good policy to introduce per-
sons capabie of developing that brahch of industry

Mr Dawses would-.no# go for the wtroduction of
foreigners, but he would stand up for thenght of South
Australians to send for labour to wherever they could
best be suppled, )

Mr Bazpack thought they should act with regard’to
tr ¢ welfare of the colony, and with justice to the colo-
nists.  He thought that was the time to say whether
they would admit the pr neiple or not  Had a body of
colonists ceme from any other country such as had
eome from Germany, he would be prepared to support
a similar motion 1n reference to immigration from that
country, As to the argument that this was a Bntish
cclony, it should be remembered that England opened
her arms to the refugees of all countries—(Hear, hear,
from Mr Hughes)—but as the hon member (Mr

ughes) was uneasy to speak, he would not longer de-
tamn the House. (Hear, and a laugh )

The TreasTRER said theyshould ask themselves two
questions, first, would they assist German immigra-
tion, and, secondly, how far they would restrict the
Immigration Agent Omnginally the proceeds of the
Land Fund svas set apart for the Introduction of British-
born suljects _That prninuiple temamed in force up to
the day when the new Constitution was established
The whole of the Land Fund was now at the djsposal
of the colony, and they might, 1f they pleased, now -
troduce Hindoos or Malays, (Hear, hear) 7They had
now no principle on which to mntroduce immigrants ,
but they had to lay down princigles for present and
future guidance  He was for such a prineiple as would
secure the certamr and permanent preponderance of
Bnush blood  (Hear, hear ) He could not, however,
ignore the claim of their German {fellow.colonists
e had no fear of theiwr being introduced 1n excessive
numbers  ‘Lhe motion 1ncluded restricuons sufficient
to set at rest all apprehenvion oo that head  The reso-
lauon he would propose would be—That 1nmigrants

from Germany be admtted wuler the 4th resoluuon, } The Cuier SEcrRETARY would at once relieve the horig-

authorities be then satisfied that they are of a suitable
class under their existing regulations: Provided, alsd,
that no such certificate shall be granted unless after
such immigrant shall have been naturalized i

Mr Burrorp said there were two questions before
the House—were they to have German immirants,
and were they to tie up the hands of the Emigration
Agent> With regard to the first pont, the guestion
with him was, what foreign country was worthy of their
preference ® {I‘hef'commenced with the Germans, and
perhaps they might fimsh with the Chinese (No,
no } They must not look at the question as one of prin-
ciple at one time, and throw 1t over at another The
Germans were welcome here—always had been, and
always would be, but it was another question whether
we should bring them out with our Land Fund It
had been said that iwn the early days of the ‘tolony
German 1mmigration was encouraged , 80 1t Was, no
doubt, but how? by individuals paying their pasyages,
and giving them credit, There cauld be no objegtion
now to winegrowers or others who might require their
services domng the same, and probably they weuld ‘find
it answer their purpose A special vote had been
spoken for the Germans, but he thought that equdily
objectionable, ~Under no circumstances would he
spend our public money to introduce foreigners, whp,
though naturalized, preserved their home affections, g3
we did, and would not hesitate, when they had amassed
property, to go home if they felt go inclined, and throw,
-off their allegiance  Under one condition only could
he consent to introducing foreigners at the public ex-
pense, and that would be if we were unable to get
latourers from the Umited Kingdom,

Mr Bacor seconded the Treasurer's amendment,
tor he thought 1t the best way of meeting the question,
No doubt the Germans made very good colonists, but
he much doubted if they would have been so good if
they had been brought out through the Emgration
Fund. The mode suggested in the amendment would.
be 11t every way preterable Tunat we were bound to
afford them that assistance could hardly be dented, for
m the early days of the colony Germans were en.
couraged to come out with the promise of receiving all
the nights of Bnitish subjects They had proved themw
selves good citizens, and had remaned here when the
majority of Englhishmen went away to the diggings,
and he thought they had a fair right to the’ means of
bringing out their friends  He could not go along
with the aiguments of the hon member for Encounter
Bay (Mr %abbage). who said that England opened
her arms to all foreigners It was true she did so, but
she did not pay for bringing them there. (Hear, hear ),
-But he would make an exception in favour of Germars,
who were good colonists, who had assisted 1n the pro-
gress of the colony, and who had staved here when:®
others went away As one member of the Government
had proposed a resolution and another had moved an
amendment vpon 1t, he must say heshould like to hear
the opintont of the hon Chief Secretary, for to him he
presumed they must look as the exponent of the views
of the Mimistry, in order that the House might know
what the fixed policy ot the Government was, pro.
vided they had any fixed pohcy on the subject He-
could not go with the hon membet for the Pori (Cap-
tamn Hart), who thotight the Ministry should watch the
opinion of the House and act upon 1t. He considered
that a responsible Munustry should well discuss their
poliey, then come down to the House prepared to sup.
port it with all their foree, and take the consequence 1f
1t did not meet the views of the majonty,

s
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member’s mind, by saying that he should oppose both
the resolution and the amendment, for 1t went against
h.s reeson, 1n some way, to admit that they should
spend their money inntrodueng aliens 1nto the colony
Ige should take his stand wpon®that point, The Go-
vernment had brought these resolutions into the House
as declaring their policy, but 1t ‘aid not follow tharin-
dividual members of the Government might not take
their own course with respect to any amendments
which might be introduced. Notice of an amendment
had been giveh by the hon member for Mount Barker,
and the hon Commissioner of Crown Lands had taken
1t up and put 1t 1n the least objectionable form He
should dissent from that amendment, for he could not
see why the lands of the colony, which were the heri-
tage of British subjects, should be held at the disposal”|
of aliens = He said aliens, because all forergners were
aliens until their naturalization had received the con-
firmation of Her Majesty, and he could not consent to
aliens having the contiol of any portion of our Land
Fund ! We held out the hand of fellowship to all
foreigners against whom there was no social objection,
and gave them facilitics which many ¢f them did not
pos53§s 1n thewr native countries, but beyond that he
coul{ not go.

Mr Wartenmousr remarked that the hon Commus-
aofier of Crown Lands having adopted the amendment
of ‘the hon. member for Mount Barker, he could not
but suppose he did so with the concurrence of the Go-
vernment. If not, he could not see how the Govern-
ment could act together  Such a system struck at the
~eryreot of responsible government.

Mr Livpsay said he could understand the Land
Fund being called ours, but he could not understand its
being called an English Fund  If the fund were ours,
we must include our Germau fellow-colonists asits just
owners, and he did not see how they could fairly Le ex-
cluded from the same right which the English colonists
possessed of bringing out such labour as they pleased,
and of assisting such of their friends as they might con-
sider likelv to make good ecolomists, 'The colony had
been called essentially British  He did not see how 1t
could be 80 when 1t was peopled by different races, nor
did he see how we could perceive 1ts essentially British
character unless we enacted strong laws to exclude
foreigners To exclude Germans seemed particularly
anconsistent, if we termed this a British colony, when
i England they had for two centuries been import-
ing Germans to reign over them  (Hea~, hear, and a
laugh )

Mr Sumprey said the Germans had proved them-
selves the raost useful class of colonists we had hnown.
(No, no) ‘lhey were atleast as useful, perhaps more
80, than any from England, Scotland, or Ireland He
would say with regatd to emigration generally that
some understanding should be entered into with the
Agent that he should select the emigrants of a suutable
class, and, as far as possible, 11 proportion to the popu-
lation of the three kingdoms. (Hear, hear) Gowmg
from the United Kingdom, he should most strenu-
ously support the introduction of Germans 1a propor-
tion to the number of their countrymen residing 1a the
colony

Mr Hay would vote the money annually, and have
1t expended under the 3rd and 4th resolutions Ie
could not agree with the hon member for Victoria that
the Land Fund was handed over to the House only tfor
the benefit of Britain 1t was for the purpase ot 1ntro
ducing labour into the colony  He would recommend
the hrm Comm ssioner of Crown Lands to withdraw
the latter portion of the resolution, and leave the
House to vote money for German emigration from
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could not agree that they should onmly bring out
British emgrants, and he behieved that a small sum
voted annnally to encourage German emigration would
attract attention in Germany, and increase the number
of persons coming hither from that country at théwr own.
expense.

The Arrorvev-GeNEriL must vote against the
amendment, indeed, 1f he were mnclined to propose ons
himself, it would be exactly the cpposite of that intro-
duced by his hon friend the Treasurér  (Hear, hear )
If he were to-agree to the assisting of Geiman emigra-
tion at all, he should be 1nclined to do 1t 1n the manner
suggested by the last speaker—by an annual vote; but
he could not consent to any part of our Land Fund
being expended 1n the ntroduction of foreigners. He
was not, however, opposed to the Germans, nor was it
fair to say that those who thought with him objected to
their having a German element n the colony So far
from that, they had always encouraged the Germans-
had welcomed them here, and given them as great,
perhaps greater facilities than they possessed even n
the United States They had always received a wel-
come here, for whatever cause they had left their
native land—whether from religious persecution, poli-
ucal oppression, or the force of poverty; but bdouth
Australia was the heritage of the British nation It
was true they could do as they chose with the fund ;
they might lay it out 1f they pleased in importing
Chinese or Tlottentote, but receiving it as they did as b
gift from the people of England, he consudered they
should hold 1t for their Lenefit It was not trud
that the Getman purchaser of land was under any re-
strictions which did not extend to British subjects
Netther the one.mor the other could introduce
foreigners, and 1f 1t were said they could not 1ntroduce
then relatives, they were n no other position than
those who had no relations, or who, like himself, had
no relations who wished to avail themselves of the
fund (A langh) It was said that England opened
her hands to all That was true, but shedid 1t 1na
very dafferent way to South Austraha, for a foreigner
m England was restricted by the alien laws from hold-
ing land, or from participating in the making of the
laws The hon member for Light complamed that he
d1d not know what the policy ot the Government was,
Now, if the hon memuver would agree to support the
Government policy when he knew it ——

Mr Bagor would 1f he approved of it. (A laugh.)

The AtronNey-Grnerat expected that answer, and
no doubt the Government gave the hon member all
the thanks which such a measure of support deserved,
(Continued laughter ) It could not, however, matier
much to the hon gentleman what the Government
policy was, as 1t did not appear that 1t would affect his
vote He had the question hefore hun, and that should
be sufliuent without any knowledge of the course the
Government intended taking  With regard to the hons
member for East ‘Lorrens s rematks, he only hoped that
when that hon gentleman was at the head ot an Ad.
ministration — he said when that hon gentleman was at
the head of an Administrat on—(a laugh)—he would be
able to induce every member of his Ministy to sink his
own opiuntons, and nfluence the whole of them to act
together 1n every detail  If he did so, he could only
s1y he would have done the utmost that was possible
t0 emisculate his Government (A laugh) Accord-
ing o his (Mr IHanson s) view, 1t was sufficient 1t the
dinustry ageeed upon great principles—absolute unam.
mity in dewail was by 1> means necessary

M:i Ifvcues was glad to find his prediction venified,
md that he had the hon Chief Seeretary at last on - his
sde. He could not agree, however, with the position
aid down that Miawsters must be allowed to liffer on




219]

details, and to express their conflictyng opinions 1 that
House. He agreed that they should not be emasculated
~(a langh)—but the question was, whether the piesent
was a matter of detail Trey had first the hon Com-.
massioner of Crown Lands, speaking in favour of the
introduction of alrens, and then they had the Treasurer,
moving an amendmentupon the Government:esolution,
He had always endeavoured to support the Govein

ment, and had generally pursued that course, but he
could not do so when he saw them playing fast and
loose and tnfling with that House He agieed with
the hon, the Attorney General, and had even prepared
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with some exercises 1n natural history, and told them &
very pretty tale about a cuckoo. He might be allowed
perhaps to narrate in return a fable of a ——

Mr WaTeruouse rose to order. It was not the
practice of that House to refer to what had taken place
wm a former debate,

The Speaker ruled to that effect.

The Treasurer would not refer then to anything
which had gone before, although he ditd not thiak the

.an amendment 1n aceordance with the same views as | House could complan if he followed the practice of the
those the hon. gentleman had expressed He trusted | House of Commons, where rumarks made by an hon.

the proportion of emigrants from the three kidgdoms
,would be insisted on, but he hoped the hon
Treasurer would withdraw his amendment with re-
ference to German emigration, He had compared him-
self lately to Hercules, but he was now lettieg his club
fall upon s colleagues.
they could do was to recommend him to wrap humself
.up 1n his skin, and say good mght to him for the pre-
ment, With regard to the question of German emigra-
tion generally, he could sincerely say that he he'd out
the right hand of fellowship to the Germans; but he
could not agree with the proposal to introduce them to
the extent ot one-tenth ot the entire number of 1mm-
grants brought into the colony Where were we to
draw the line® Xt was said the Germans were good
colonists—so were the Chinese. (No, no) He sad
Yes, yes, He had had Chinese for years in s
employ who had behaved a8 well as any Englishman or
German in the colopy  He could not sympathize in the
feehng of the hon Mr Lindsay, who seemed to forget
that we were 2 part of the Brnitish empire The hon
member appeared so completely to agree in the cosmo-
olitan views of the hon the Comuissioner of Crown
ands that if the latter gentleman should absquatulate
he might, perhaps, very worthily fill his place. (Much
laughter.)

The TrEasurER must confess that all which had
been said only served to confirm him the more strongly
m s opimon. The hon Attorney-General had sad
that the Germans were in the same position as he was
m not being able to bring out their friends, but that
avas a false argument, as his hon and learned friend
had no relations who would desire to avait themseives
of the fund, and the same was not the case with the
majority of German residents, who occupled a very
different position n life It had been said that the
fund was the Neritage of the British nation It was
fur that very reason that he had proposed the amend-
ment, which woull authonize the bringtng out of
foreigness, but would increase the number of British
subjects by holding out an advantage to Germans who
had resided here for two years, and become British sub.-
Jects by naturalization The course taken by the hon
member for Gumeracha (Mr Hay) was 1n effect oppo-
sung the German claims under the cover of support, for
it would be only amusing them with delusive hopes to
promise them an annual vote for ermgration The hon
mémber for the Port had mistaken the reference he had
made to Hercules. He had not compared himself to
that hero, but the citizens of Adelaide, who, like Her-
cules, had turned the River Torrens through the Au-
gean Stable, Had he hikened himselt to Hercules he
mght perhaps have shared the ridicule of a certain
ammal who assumed the lon's skin (A laugh)
With regard to the hon member tor East Torrens’s
remarks, he might say that he did not apprehend the
danger that hon. gentleman uppeared to anticipate
The Mimstiy were sgreed upon all matters of principle,
and he should be ready and willing to serve under his
hon. triend the Chiet decretary as long as he allowed
him reasonable liberty of action with regard to details,
The hon. member had amused them the day before

the~ afterwards.

He thought the best thing |

member were referred to for a quarter of a century
He would say, then, that he had read
somewhere of a little sly fox, who saw a leg of mutton
in the mouth of a bloodhound, and was anxiwous to
secure 1t for himself He dared not attack the great
dog, but, seeing a splendid mastiff, had pointed out the
prize to im, and while the two were hghting the fox
stepped 1n and ran off with the bone The hon..njeinber
for East Torrens had attempted the part of the fox.
{Much laughter) He was sorry he could not \with.
draw his amendment He might remark with regard
to the apprehended difficulty of selection 1n Gerx}]any
that no such objection could anse, for the emigfants
must have been here two years, and been naturali%ad,
before the regulation he proposed would come futo
effect, \

Mr Revynorps had felt some difficulty in making u‘
his mind, for he understood the hon Chief Secretargr
to have said that it the resolution were passed 1t did nog'
follow that the Government would carry it out. Tha
wouldleave the Cabinet at variance The hon ‘lreasurer
would hardly let his resolution lie dermant, and if he
pressed 1t theie would be a danger of the Cabinet
breaking up. He (Mr Reynolds) had said before that
there were opposing principles 1n the Cabinét, and he
was laughed at for saying so  But were the Ministers
not at 1ssu¢c now, and that upon a principle which
affected the British character of the celony? It was
not a question upon which the Mimstry could be
allowed to differ., ‘lThen came the question, could he
support a measure which would endangey the existence
of the Cabinet? He would like to ask, for the sake of
that House and of the country, whether the passing of
the resolution would have the effect of breaking up the
Ministry One hon gentleman, who had just declared
bimself strongly in favour of nationality, had epoken
I a very contrary manner a few days ago. 'He atleast
had *jumped Jim Crow.”” He (Mr Reynolds) should
eertainly hike to know, in the event of the reso.ution
being carried, whether the Treasurer and the Comm s-
sioner of Crown Lands would yield to the Chicf Becre.
tary and the Attorney-General, or whether the Chief
Secretary and the Attorney-General would yield to the
Compussioner of Crown Lands and the Treasurer,

Mr. Praxe said, in explanation, that he deprecated
the introduction ot the spirit of nationality or religious
differences 1n the selection of emigrants, but hereserved
to himself the right of preserving the Briush character
of the colony  ‘The hon. member for Encounter Bay

Mr. Lindsay) asked what right he had to call 1t a

ntish colony. He did so because the land belonged
formerly to England, and was handed over by England
tous That was why he called 1t a Biitish colony, and
why he would preserve it asone  (Cheers) ‘Lhe Hon,
member asked how we were to preserve it as a Briush
colony He would answer by preserving our own cus-

'toms and privileges, and not assisting 1n the wmtroduc~

tion of heterogeneous races which would gain for our
population the name of Yankee. 1he hon ‘lreasurer
spoke of naturahzation and two years' residence, but
they must remember that naturalization was one thung
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and Anglicization another  (Hear, hear.) Perhaps 1t
might be sa1d, with reference to the remarks of the hon.
member for East Torrens, that coming events cast their
shadows before them, but for himself he had no fear of
the Ministry breaking up, and should vote against both
motions.

Captain. IIarT had no doubt that whatever were con-
ceded the Germans would receive as a favour and not
as a nght  But he agreed with the hon Attorney.
General, for the Land Fund was an Impenal Fund, 1t
belonged to the Bnush people At the same time he
would not object, when there was any difficulty in
gbtaining 1mmigrants from the Umted Kingdom, to voie
& fixed sum for the bringing out of Germans He did
not see, however, what was to be the result of the pre-
sent discussion The hon Treasurer’s amendment, even
1f adopted by the House, could be of hittle effect, tor he
could not carry 1t out of himself —1t must be referred to
the Ministry It reminded him of a Bill presented for dis.
count af the Bank  The Manager might look at 1t and
turn it oyer, and then say, * Very well, I will lay 1t
before theDuectors ' They might pretty nearly judge
n eucr a case that the bill would not be done, and so
he fafcied 1t would be with the hon Treasurer's
amendment For this reason he would not hold out
toth% Germans a prospect so unlikely to he realized,
and Bhould therefore oppose the amendment (Hear,
heaf) He should, however, support the proposi-
tiorf, that emigrants should be selected from the three
kipgdoms in numbers proportionate to the population
of 'each That was a necessary regulation, for it could
nét be demed that the colony had suffered from the
gending out of persons from Ireland who were utterly
useless here, That regulation was the most useful part
of the resolutions,

Mr Warerrouse denied that he had attempted to
sow dissension among the Ministry. Lhe seeds of dis-
sension were sown when first they were gazetted as a
responstble Government, and now they saw 1ts crop
He had never said anything so unkind towards the
Ministry as the hon Treasurpr, who had just repre-
sented them as two dogs quarrelling over a leg of
mutton. (A laugh) He was represented ,as an
aspirant for office, and. he was glad of the oppor-
tunity of saying i the House what he had often said
privately, that he had no desire for office, and that for
twelve months at least he would not take office 1f 1t
were offered to him. So far as he knew there was no
aspirant for office among the hon. gentlemen on the
opposition or the cross benches—he considered himself
upon the cross benches, in fact, there was not to his
knowledge any orgamized opposition. They had no
head and no tail. ‘ ,

Mr, MiLDRED 8aid that the resolution ag proposed by
the hon. Commissioner of Crown Lands was a re-em-
bodiment of the original resolution, which had been
amended by the House Remarks had been made
about England extending 1ts hand to all It was true
that England received all who were in distress from
pohitical or other causes, but it sent no money to fetch
them, and they were subject when they came to the
strict provisions of the Alien Act We gave them a
warmer welcome 1n South Austraha, and accorded
them greater privileges, but we must sull hold the
Land Fund for the benefit of those to whomat naturally
belonged  The colony was established upon the gieat
principle that the Land Fund should be devoted to the
bringing out of the poor of the Un.ted Kingdom in
equal proportions of both sexes. As regarding the
early German colonists, 1t was well known that they
had suffered from religious persecution in their own
country, and were anxious fo remove from 1t They
were not mnvited here by the Government, nor brought
out by our funds. One wealthy mndividual held out
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the hand of friendship to them, and this led to the-
introduction of thousands of German colonists,. Whe-.
ther he had since had ample returns for all he had ex-
pended was not a question for thewr consideration.

.

The CoxmissioNER of CRowN LANDs eard 1t was not
oniginally his 1des to restrict the proportion of emigrants
from the three divisions of the Umited Kingdom, but
he had intreduced that provision in deference to the
evident opinion of the House. Then as to the second
part of the resolution, he had included the Germang
not as a member of the Government, but from a strong
feeling of hus own  He thought the references which
had been made to the Land Fund were based upon an
incorrect notuton, for the whole amount had now been
taken into the general revenue, therefore they were not
1n any way bound to conhne its henefits to Bris h sub-
Jects  He contessed he had no great regard to British
interests, and he did not think England had very care-
fully regarded ours when she sent us the sweepings of
her gaols and workhouses We must look to Sputh
Austrahan 1nterests He differed from several hon,,
members who had spoken of the duaties of responsible.
Minsters  If all the members of the Government must
agree upon every detail, 1t followed, either that the
Mmstry could not hang together, or that some of its
members must speak what they did notthink, This he
was happy to say he had never yet done, and assuredly
he had no mntention of doing so now, He should give:
his vote unmnfluenced by any such consideration.

The Committee divided upon the question, ¢That
the words proposed to be struck out stand part of the.
question.”

Avgs, 25

The Chief Secretary
The Attorney-General
Mr Babbage
Mr, Blyth,
Mr Burford
Mr Cole
Mr, Dawes
Mr Dunn !
Mr. Hallett
Captain Hart
Mr, Hay
Mr Hughes .
Mr Krichauff
Mr Leake
Mr Lindsay
Mr Macdermott
Mildred
Mr, Milne
Mr, Neales
Mr, Peake
Mr Reynolds
Mr Scammell
Dr, Wark
Mr Waterhouse
The Commusioner of

Crown Lands (Teller )

Noes, 3.
Mr., Bagot
Mzr. Smedley
The Treasurer (Teller.)

The Treasurer’s amendment was conseqnently lost by-
a majonity of 22.

Mr. HugrEes moved as an amendment, thét 8ll the
words 1n. the resolution after the words ** United King-,
dom'’ be struck out,

The TrREASURER explained that he had cordially con.-
curred 1n the resolution onginally brought forward by
the Government, but that upon which he had moved
an amendmerit was not a Ministerial proposition. He
proceeded, amidst loud and fréquernt cries of “Order™
and * Divide,”” to' urge his objegtions to the adoption of-
the restrictive proviso a: to the proportionate numbert
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of emigrants from the different divisions of the United
Kingdom, argumg that 1t would jnterfere with the sale
of embarkation orders, which the purchasers would
expect to be able to use at their own discretion,

The Committee divided upon the question, * That
the woids proposed to be left out stand part of the
question *’

Aves, 13, Noes, 16.
Mr, Babbage The Chief Secretary
Mr Bagot The Attorney-General
Mr Biyth The Treasurer
Mr. Dawes Mr, Babbage
Mr, Krichauff Mr Burford
Mr, Lindsay Mr Cole
Mr Milne Mr Dunn
Mr Neales r. Hallett
Mr Reynolds Captain Hart
Mr Scammell Mr Hay
Mr Smedley Mr. Leake
Mr. Waterhouse Mr Macdermott
Commssioner of Crown M., Mildred
Lands (Teller). . Mr. Peake
Dr Wark

. Mr. Hughes (Teller)

Mr Hughes’s amendment was accordingly carned by
a majority of 3 It will be seen that Mr. Babbage’s
name appears on both sides,,

The CarrMaN then put the question, ¢ That the re.
solution stand as amended,’’ upon which the Commit-
tee agawn divaded

’ Avzs, 24. Noss, 4.
The Chief Secretary Mr. Dawes
The Attorney-General Mr Krichauff

Commissioper of Crown Mr. Macdermott
Lands The Treasurer (Teller).

Mr. Babbags . !

Mr. Bagot

Mr. Blyth !

Mr. Burford

Mr. Cole

Mr, Dunn -

Mr. Hallett

Captain. Hart

Mr. Hay

Mr. Leake

Mr. Lindsay ~

Mr. Mildred

Mr. Milne

Mr. Neales

Mr. Peake

Mr. Reynolds

Mr. Scammellt

Mr. Smedley

Dr Wark

Mr Waterhouse

Mr. Hughes (Teller)

The resolution was aceordingly carried, by a majority
of 17,1n the following form :—** That the immigrants
introduced under these resolutions should be drawn
from England, Ireland, and Scotland, as near as may
Be 1n proportion to the population of those divisions of
the United Kingdom.,"

The House resumed, and the Chairman reported pro-
gress.

ELECTORAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL,

The second reading of this Bill was made an Order
of the Day for Tuesday next, and to that day the
House adjourned.
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Tuespayr; Jone 9.

THE CONSULTING LNGINEER OF THE CENTRAL ROAD
BOARD

Dr. Everard asked the Commustioner of Pubhe
Works whether, when the Inspector-in-Chief gave up
his duties at the Road Board, he had been appomnted
Consuluing Engineer, with a salary, whether such
salary had been paid , and whether the arrandement had
been recogmsed by the Governor —The Commussioner
of Public Works said that an arrangement had been,
made by the Road Board to retain the seivices of Mr,
Hamuilton, as Consulting Engwneer, for £100, to the end
of the present year He was not sure whether the
Governor had confirmed the appointment or;whether
such confiimation were necessary. .

!
MARRIAGE LAW AMENDMEINT BILL.

The new Bill on the above subject was sent §n from
the House of Assembly, and read a first time\—The
Commussioner of Public Works moved the gecond

reading for Thursday.—Carried’ \

MURRAY DUTIES BILL.

 This Bill was also sent up fiom the House of As-
sembly, and read a first ume, T1he second reading\nas
fixed for 1hursday,

THL CHINESE,

Mr, Angas asked the Commssioner of Public Wor&(s
what was the intention of Govgrnment with regaid
the immigration of the Chinese into the colony. Hb
saw that soldiers were being sent to, Guichen Bay}
and he believed that the Chinese carnéd weapons withs
them —The Commissioner ¢of Public Works said the
Government meant to take immediate action on the
subject They had already sent a body of solders,
twenty-five in number (Hear, hear, and a laugh)
They had also written to the Government of Victona
to ascertain its feelings on the subject, There were no
reports from the police or otherwise of a disposition on
the part of the Chinese to act aggressively, therefore
1t had not appeared that legislation on’the subject was
urgent —Captain Bagot asked whether 1t was not 1n-
tended to introduce a Bill upon the subject —lhe
Commissioner of Public Werks said the Government
had the question under consideration, but no measure
had at present been matured

INTERCOLONIAL CONFERENCF UPON THE MURRAY DUTIES

Mr. Forster asked 1f a delegate had yet been ap~
pomted to confer with the delegates of New South
Wales and Victoria upen the subject of the Murray:
duties —The Commussioner of Public Works answered
that no appointment had yet been made.

ABORIGINAL RESERVFS.

The Commissioner. of Public Works sa1d, in answer
to a question put last week by Dr. Eveiard, that the
aboriginal section to which the hon gentleman then
referred had been tendered for, but the party failed to
complete the conditions of the tender by not handing
n the money he agreed to pay It was intended for
the future to offer all those sections for renting by
auction —Dr Everard believed the person referred to
paid £40, and was willing to pay a second £40, but
some other person, as he had understood, stepped in
with a higher offer.

RAILWAY AND TRAMWAY COMMITTEE. 4

Mr. Baker moved for the granting of an extension of”
time to the Committee on Kailways and Tramways to
brng up ats report.—Granted till the 9th of nex¢
month,
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GAWLER RAILWAY

Mr YoovdnueBanp moved, pursuant to notice, that
the petition, signed by 1,590 mnhabitants of the province,
praving *¢ the Council to take such s‘eps as may be
necessary, 80 that the Gawler Town Rallway be ex-
tended to the South Para,” be referred to the Select
Commttee on Ratlways and Tramways to report upon
The terminus, as at present fixed, was a mile and a
half away fromm Gawler Town That would be very
mjurious to the tradesmen there They did not wish
to interfere with the position of the terminus if 1t were
considered the best for any future extension northward,
but they dessired the means of conveymng goods direct
into the town  The subject was nnportant, as involving
the nght of the Commissioners to act 1n a matter of
such punblie 1nterest without refercnce to the Legis
lature.!

/

Mr Morpurrr, as one of the Comruttee on Rail-
ways and Tramways, had not the shghtest objection
to theg petition being referred to them, but the wording
of lh; motion seemed to anticipate thewr deciy on by
stating that they were so to act as to alter the position
of the terminus according to the views-of the peti-!
vongrs. {No, no) ' .

» Barrr differed from the last speaker, a3 he
thpught the duties of the Committee were quite apart
from the consideration of an enginecring question  The

estion now was whether the line to the North should

duverted for the consentence of Gawler Town, and

f that, engineers were better able to judge than that

ouse They had to cons der whether the people of

Gawler Town could be accommodated without njury

to the general pubhe It did not come within the
- scope of the Commuttee’s operations

Tne Commissionrr of Punric Works cons.dered
that the situation proposed for the terminus was better
suited to the convenience of Gawler Town than any
other could be Rails could be laid down from the
station to the town, and the carrniages drawn in by
horses,

Mr ForsTer had no doubt the hon Commissioner
of Puhlic Works was convinced of the cortectness of
his own views, but 1,500 persons, deeply 1anterested on
the subject, had come to a different concluston, and 1t
swag their petition which were sought to be considered
He helieved they would be satisfied 1t the tiaffic of the
tailway were brought into the town by any means
On the question of referning the petition to the existing
Commttee on Railways and Tramways, or the forming
of a fresh Committee, 1t was trus, the suhject was an
engmeering one, but it would be best consdered
by the Committee 1n an economrcal pont of view
He did not see the force of the Hon Mr Morphett’s
objection to the wording of the motion, as it sumply
required the Commuttee to report upon the memo-
rial, otherwise the Committee would be quite freein
its action.

Mr Ancas supported the motion, considering the
subject one of great importance e believed the ter-
minus was fixed in 1ts present place as a mere tempo-
rary arrangement, and the ultimate settlement of the
question was to be left to the engineers, some of whom
approved of the railway going through the town, and
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this was proposed to the mmhabitants  They, beng
spoken to, declined parting with therr land at any
moderate price, and so the intended arrangement fell
to the ground The last proposition was to carry a
tramway intdb Gawler Town, and that secemed to meet
general approval.

Mr Youncmussaxp remarked that the hon Mr

Morphett had misunderstood the motion, which gave
- . *
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no particulir mstruction to the Commuttee. The ques.-
tion, he nught observe, was one of very great im-
portance ¢ for Gawler Town was becoming a town of
high stending  He believed he was correct 1n saying
that the propeity in Gawler [own was not valued at
less than a quarter of a million sterling  * *

Mr Baxest would ask, betore the question was put,
if the proposed deviations were within the power of the
Commisstoners, or whether 1t would require the passing
of a fresh Act

The Couurssionrn of Puntic Worxks replied that it
would require a fresh Act

The motiin was then put and carried

LIBRARY COMMITTEE

Mr Baxir moved, in accordance with thz notice
standing 1n his name, that another member be added
to the Library Commu tee, and that such Committez be
mstructed to communicate with the members apvonted
by the House of Assembly, as requested n the message
received from the House of Assembly, on 2ud June,
1857 In appownting joint Commttees, 1t was desirable
th:t the numbers shoald be equal, which they were
not at present

The motion was e¢arried unaminously, and resulied
in the appointment of Mr Morpnett

SWAN RIVER CONVICTS

Dr Davirs moved that there be laid on the table a
report, stating ‘whether a cer ain number, and how
many, of adult passengers were actually landed at
Rogetta Head, about the 23rd of May last, by the cap-
tan of the brigantine Swallow, from Swan Ruver, and,
if so, did they ship at Swan River for Encounter Bay
or for Port Ade'made? If for Port Adelaide, why were
they landed at Rosetta Iead® Also, if the published
list” of passengers mcludes the whole of the per-
sons who embarked at Swan Ruaver, or only those who
landed at Port Adelaide® Were the goods and effects
of the persons who may have disembarked at Rosetta
Head landed with him® He wished to know under
what eircumstances emigration took place from a penal
colony He was satisfied that 1t would be most nju-
rious to South Australia to allow bands of ruffians to
be landed upon any solitary parts of our coast. If
Western Australia wished to keep 1ts convicts within
its own limits 1t would adopt a system of passports,
That would prevent mmproper nersons coming here, and
would at the same tume protect good men from un-
founded suspicion,

Dr Everanp seconded, and Mr Awaas briefly sup-
ported the motion

The Comussroner of Punric Worxs would be happy
to provide the report called for.

The motion was carried,

TONNAGE DUTIES REPEAL BILL.

The ConmisstoNer of Purric Works moved the re.
commutment of the Bill It wasa money Bill, and had
been sent up from the House of Assembly The con-
stitution of the Leguslative Counc:l placed 1t in the
position of the House of Lords, (* No, ne,”’ and
iromeal cheers ) The first clause of the Constitution
Act provided that all money Bills should originate in
the Ilionse of Assembly It might be said that tlus
particular Ball did not or ginate 1 “the Legislative
Counail, but the conditions of 1t were 8o altered as
to make 1t 1n effect a new Bill The House of Assembly
repealed existing duties as a condition of raising
revenue from a new source, but the Legwlauve
Council retamned the impost without sanctioning the re.

s
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missmion  Such sweep ng alterations had made 1t
nothing lessthan anew Bill ~ (** No, no)’'—a monev Bill
imtiated, 1n fact, 1n the Legslative Couneil It was
contrary to the Standing Orders. It would appiar to
be the opmion of some hon members that the Con-
stitution Act did not intend to grant to the House of
Agsenbly the exclusive prnivileges with regerd to
mnoney Bills that the House of Commons possessed at
home (Hear, hear) But thej must remember that
one of the mosl popular cries at the time of the general
élection was, ** No taxation without representation ’’
(Hear, hear, and much laughter ) It might be said
that the Legislauve Council was elective also— (hear,
hear, and * Yes’’)—but the mtention of the people was
to give all power of taxing to the House of Assembly
(Cheers again, and laughter ) Hon gentlemen seemed
to think there was not any analogy to be drawn be-
tween the two Ilouses here and those i England If
they thought so he need trouble them no more, butit
washicown op1 nonthat theanalogyexisted Andithad
been admitted lately, in the Legisiative Council, when
the question was asked by the hon Mr Baker why no
Biils had been mmtroduced there, and he (Mr Daven-
port) had replied that the Government measures were
mostly money Bills, which could only be imtiated 1n
the House of Assemply This Bill was to all intents!
and purposes a money Bill mitiated in the Legslative
Counal, for 1t retained neither the shape nor the prin-
eiple ithad when 1t was sent up to them by the House
of Assembly  Ie therefore moved the following
amendment upen the motion for the passing ef the Bill
+-That the Bill, bemg a money Bili, be recommitted,
with a view of restoring 1t to that sta’e n whith its
passing will not involve the bieach of # constitutional
principle and of the privileges of Parhidment

Mr MorpHETT rose to a point of ordér  The Stand-
ing Orders Nos 83, 84, and 85 prohibited any discus-
sion on the third reading of a Bill ,The amend-
ment could not be put unless the Stand.ng Orders were
set aside

]
The ComumiseioNzr of Praric Works only desired to |
recommit the Bull,

Mr. Monrrrrr said that could not be done according
to the Standing Orders, unless a pnnted clduse were
read for insertion,

Tre Commissioner of Pusric Wonxs thought him-
gelf in order,

The PrEgipENT 1uled that the Bill might be recom-
mtted

Mr MorrrerT wished the President to point out the
Order upon which he gave his ruling.
The PresipENT mentioned the 82nd clause

The motion of the Commissioner of Public Works [
was net.deconded,

As the Bill was then abouf to be read a third time,

Mr Baxer moved an amendment to its title, stnking
out the rsference to the repeal of tonnage dues,
Carried.

'
‘
'

Tire Coumisstonrr of Punric Works moved that the,
Ball do pass, and be carried to the House of Assembly,!
with. a message stating the amendments which ha
been made by the Legislative Councal,

Mr. Barer geconded the motion. He had heard
tire remarks of the ron Commissroner of Pubhc Works
with much regret, and he must say they were exceed-
angly il judged. They could only tend to bring akout,

l
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as he really fancied the Government seemed to desire,
a collision between the two Houses. Therefore he
thoaght a messdge should be sent, to the effec that
the Legislative Council expressed po opinion unfavour-
able to the repeal of the tonnage dues, but simply de-
sired to avord legislation upon two subjects in one Bill

He trusted, as he had precluded himself by seconding
the motion f-om moving an amendment, that some
other hon member would move the insertion 6f words
to that effect It was very desirable’ to keéep up thd
gond understanding that at present happily existed
between the two Huuses The Legislative Counal
might, had it thought fit, have divided the Bull into
two parts, as was often done in the House 68 Lords,
and he should have suggested that course but that he
wished to avoid anv encroachment upon the powers of
the other House, and feared that i1t might be construed
mto the mnitiation of a money Bill  As to the bowers
of the Legislative Council, they were [imited, apd did
not extend to the appropnation of money or thealter-
g of taxes, but he did not understand that) they
might not amend a money Bill The Upper Houdes 1y
the other colonies had altered and amended many fuch

Bills, and xhat they had done had been accedel to
by the Lower Houses ‘lhe mouon of the hon Cym.
missioner of Public Wo ks was only throwing ddwn
the bone of contention, and 1t seemed to ham that\he
was carrying out, i s0_doing, what seemed the voligy
of the Government It would not help them eithpr
with the Parliament or the people, and he hoped Ae¢
should see the system abandoned. (Hear, hear )

The CoumissioNr® of Pusric Works had only take

his position as a member of the House, and he must
relieve the hon member's mind from any impression
thdt 1t+was on the part of the Government he waw
acting. He had always held the same opinion as to
the powers of the two Houses It was important that
they should be careful not to allow the introduction of
erroneons precedents affecting the constitutiont of the
country,

'

Mr. Ancas moved, as an amendment, the addition fo
the motion of the following words +—**’Jhat in altesing
the Bill the Council has not’ desired to express any
opimion adverse to the repeal of the tonnage « ues, but
to uphold a principle in legislation in aceordance with,
the Standing Orders, net to embody fwo subjects
foreign to each other 1n the same Bill.”” He concurred
entirely in the views which had been expressed by the
hon. member (Mr Baker) He had entertamtied a
strong desire to pass the Bufl with as httle amendment
as posaible, but he feit bound to support the prmcl'ple
of wntreducing only one subject into one Bill. He did
not admit that the Bull, as adopted by the Legislative
Council, mnvolved any infraction of the powers of the
other House He should be glad for the two Houses
to come to some agreement as to their separate powers,
and thus to avoid collisions upon trifles,

Mr. MorprETT seconded Mr. Angas’s motion He
took exception. entirely to the doctrine of the hon.
Commussioner of Public Works, who considered they
had trespassed on the powers of the other House. He
could nosv understand that The Bill was initiated i
the other House, and when 1t came intq the Legisla-
tive Council 1t. must of course be dealt with as the
members thought fit They had thought fit to stnike
out one clause, and he considered the hon Commis-
sroner of Public Works quite 1n error in saying they,
had no powey to do so. It would be well perhaps for
the hon Commissioner of Pubhic Works to say whats
the powers of the Legislative Coungil were, for it
seemed to him a farce to restrict them as the hon,
gentleman sought to do. The 35th clause of the Con-
suitution Aet referred rather to the House of Commens
than the House of Lords, and upon that he, thonght
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they might rest
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The hon Commissioner of Pullic [ that duning the recess the Government would consider

‘Works seemed to slur over or ignore the fact that the some plan by means of which clubs of volunteers could
membe:s of the Legislative Council were as much the | be allowed the use of the Minie r.fles now 1o the pos-

representatives of the people of the colony as those of
the House of Assembly They were all, as he be-
lieved, very proud of being the elected representatives
of the cofony, and he could noi but think that they
had, and qught to have, every right to deal with mone
Bills, except the power of 1mtiating them, or of alter-
ing taxes,

Captain Bacot could not allow 1t to go forth to the
world that the principles of the Commissioner of
Public Works were heard by that House in silence.
He musg express his disgent from every word that hon
geutle an had said He would narrow the functions
of Lhzi;]}{ouse to a mere nothing  If they were not to
do thefbest 1n their power for thewr constitaents who
had sent them there, 6f what use were they® There
could ,be no doubt thewr duty was to watch the pro-
ceedifigs of the other House, and to iampose such check
upon/them as they might think necessary, The addi-
tion fsugaested by the hort Mr Baker, and moved by
the hon Mr, Angas, nught be very concihating, but he
coujd not assent to 1t as giving his.reason for stniking
ouf'the clause repealing the tonnage dues, to which he
had objected because he did not think those charges
ouyght 1o be abandoned tll an equivalent were proposed
tq be substituted

Mr, Baxer only meant the message to express that
he House offered at present no opinion on the subject
/of the tonnage gues,

The Coxmissioner of Pusric Works had no idea of

/deerratmg the position of the House, but he could
/ pot sgree with the opimons expressed by some hon.

memhers with regard to ity power of amending money
Bills. The hon Captain Bagot had charged him with
endeavouring to narrow the duties of that House, but
this charge could hardly be sustained 1if he allowed the
House aﬁ the powers which were claimed by the
House of Lords, and which were distiacily understood
and laid down by Dodd and May 1n the same manner
as stated by humgelf It was certainly a question upon
which no doubt coald exist, and the sooner it was
settled the better,

The oniginal motion was carrted, and the Bill was
sent down to the ouse of Assembly
. ADJOURNMENT,

The Commissioner of Public Works moved an ad-
journment to Thursday,—The motion wis withdrawn,
and the House adjourned to Wednesday.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY. /

Tuespay, JuNe 9
YATALA ELECTION,
The Speaker had received a return to the writ for the
election of a member for Yatala, and Mr. R. B, Andrews
had been declared duly elected

BTANDING ORDFRS.

The Chief Secretary meved that the report of the

Select Commuttee be printed.—Carned.
THE RECESS.

The Chief Secretary gave notice that he would on
Friday next move that the House do adjourn t:ll Tues-
day, the 1lth August.—Mr, Blyth gave a conun-
gent notice that the adjournment be until the 19th of
June.

MINIE RIFLES.

The Chief Secretary saxd, 1n reply to Mr, Reynolds,

session of the Government.

IMMIGRATION RESOLUTIONS,

Mr Babbage, with reference to a mistake which oc.
curred m the division lists recently, by which his name
appeared on both sides, said that he on that occasion
voted with the noes.

MYPONGA JETTY,

The Chief Secretary stated, in reply to Mr Babbage,
that he nas unable to give information, without notice,
as to this work,

FCHUNGA QUARTZ REEr

Mr Waterhouse moved that the report and evxdenc;s
in reference to the petition of Mr, Alfred France be
printed —Carried

A

GAWLER RAILWAY EXTENSION.

The Crier SEcRETARY moved the appowntment of a
Select Commattee of five members, to take evidence and
report upon the plans, ‘estimates, and probable traffic
of the Gawler Extension Railway line. He had taken
that course before the second read)ng of the Bill for the
Extension of the Raillway to Kapunda, as he thought
that course would be most acceptable to the House, In
the case of a private application for power to construct
a railway 1t would ve necessary to refer the matter to a
Select Commuittee to consider the plans, estimatés, and
traffic returns , and, although not strictly necessary in
that case, he thought 1t bettex to follow the same course,
It was, perhaps, expected that he should say some-
thing on the general question  (Hear, hear ) Itwasa
leading feature in the Government policy to extend the
means of communication throughout the colony. (Hear,
hear ) They considered the best mode of deing so was
when the country was favourable, and the pubhe
finances permttted, by railway They had decided upop
adopting that course with reference to the extension to
Kapunda., They had 1n the north the great Burra mine,
as well as other munes, and a beautiful agricultural
country would be opened up to the market by the pro-
posed extension. Plans were before the Iouse of ex-
tensions to the Burra and Blanchetown, but 1t was not
intended at present to ask for power to extend the ex-
1sting line further than Kapunda, That work could be
done in a short time, and with an amount of borrowed
funds which they could see then way to repay. The
traffic was greatly mncreased, and when the line arrived
at Gawler Town they were assured by the Manager of
the Copper Company that 25,000 tons of traffic that now
went by the way of Port Wakefield would be diverted
to the railway (Hear, hear} Such a traffic would
wear out 1n a short time a main line of common road,
and the cost of making a common road over the Bay of
Biscay land would be greatly enhanced above the cost
of that most expensive and unsatisfactory system,
There was also a great scarcity of the proper material
for road-making on that line, and 1ts supply would 1n.
jure to a great extent other roads. It was, therefore,
proposed to make an 1ron road—an extension, 1n fact,
of the Gawler L.ne to Kapunda, to be worked by loco-
mouve power. Detailed reports v ere before the House
in which calculations were made of the respeetivé merits
of the three—railway, tramway, and macadamized road
—in use mn the colony He would at once refer to an
objection often wade, that speed was not an essential
element 1n the transit of goods e said 1t was tide
was money in that case as in others. It was unportant
to the farmer ta be able tosend his produce to market
at the best moment, and that could only be securel by
having speedy transit at all seasons of the year The
same adyvantage would accrue to all other producers,
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while 1t averted the great fluctuations n the price of
produce at the home market or at the port of shipment,
to the great benefit of remdent consumers Another
benefit of rmlways was, that they were available in
winter when the common roads were mmpassable, Ir
all business transact ons, he matntained speed was im-
portant. A merchant wishing to traverse a certain
distance avails himself of the mest spcedy mode of
transit  Railways algo enable the laboring man to
transport hus capital—labour—to the best market If
he walked to Gawler Town and was unsuccessiul, he
would by the tim> he retmined to Adelade, have lost
four days. By therailway he would go, and, 1t neces-
8ary, return 8o rapidly as to save his time and labour
He mantained that speed was nnportant, and to say
otherwise would amount to the absurdity that tune was
of no value, (Hear, hea1 ) Then, with regard to the
cost of maintenance, he would give some data with
reference te the City and Port Raulway  The cost for
the year was £22,500 He divided that into three
heads—locomotive cost, or, as some calied 1t, haulage,
47 800, mas.ntenance of way gnd repsir of road, £4,350,
and cost of management, £10,350 He put that, a sun
something 3u excess of the actual expenditure, for the
last tv clve months Strange to say, those propertions
were nearly the same as obtained wn England, as could
be seen by reference to a report on the table of the
House 1t was fortunate that, 10 those essentigls of
expenditure, there was the same relation between the
colonual and Engl sh railways, as that enabled them to
apply English data to a consideration of the suhject
Then, strange as it might appear, the cost of working
was the same 1 England asin the colony, notwith-
standing all that had been said by gentlemen opposte
as to the greater cost of fuel in this colony (Hear)
He did not, of course, mean to deny that there was
that difference, but the result proved that other advan.
tages compensated for that distuibing cause  The Port
tramn runs 90 miles a day for the working days, and 4»
miles on Sundays, making a total ot 30,502 miles n the
year. The cost of that traffic was 148 9d per mule, in.
cluding haulage, ma.ntenance, and management  That
would be equal to about 1d per ton for haulage if the
tiams had been laaded to their capacity, and the whole
cost sbout 3d per ton, supposing the trains loaded
‘The actual wotk done by the Port line, mncluding goods
and passengers, was 262 tons per aay, and the loco-
motive cost was £18 per day. TIhe distance was eight
miles, but he alloned one mle for short distances by
passengers  The cost of goods was 16d per ton per
mile, and included the whole expense of recemnt and
delivery  Now, af they had a line from the Port to the
Burra—say 105 miles—conveying goods at 14s 9d per
mile, a tramn runmmng each way would g ve them 210
‘mules at the duly cost of £15417s 6d  The traffic of
the Ccpper Company alone, estimated at 25,0600 tons
2t 40s per ton, would pay the cost, and give a profit of
£5 25 6d, a day, leaving all the remainder of the
traffic to be profit on the woiking ot the line They
could thus havea ralway to catry goods f1om the Bugra
cheaper than by any existing way, and much quicker,
while one source of traffic would more than pay the
expenses, and all the rest would be proit  Iie wished
‘to pownt out apother advantage, and that was, that
rallweys reduced the cost of transit generally ‘the
goods carned last year by the ralway for £27,000
would, if carried by the common carriers at the old
prices, have cist £55,000, thus effecting a saving,
and consequent profit to the public, of more than
the sum required to be sct azpart as the interest on,
and snking fund for, the repayment of the
capital borrowed for the construction of the raslway
Then would they have had such convenient interccurse
by means of omribuses, driven oft the Port line, but
tor therailway® ‘T'hey were not injured, but removed,
and still live on other lines, while the public conve.
mience is gencrally mcreased by thex dispersion.  The
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same would be the effect when the proposed extensions
are carried out, as the amumal power liberated will be
employed 1n other directions to the great advantage of
the public, by fucihiating the transit of goods and
reducing the cost of carriage. He would hext remark
upon the mistaken opmion that railways can be super-
scded by tramways, He said that was umpossible
without having double hnes (Nu,no) Then they
must have sidings within tae distance of a mle  (No,
no) How, then, could carriages pass each other?
They must, he repeated, have a siagle line with curved
sidings so frequent as to equal 10 cost a dopble lLine,
That was a reason why the tramway would ot work,
and a single Line for a locomotive could be worked as
cheaply as a double line of trams  (Hear, hedr ) The
Goulwa Tramway cost £4,000 per 1mile 0, no )
Well, then, £3,800 per mmle (No,no) ‘Lhe rdils were
puichased cheaply at a fasourable tine—justy betfore
the war broke out, and that counterbalanced the high
price of labour, The amber was found on the spot,
and the soil was nat difhcult to work., He was dertain
that « sumilar line could ncot be made now at lessythan
£4,000 per mile  Somie hon member spoke of t king
up the tramrails when a locomotive line was 1endered
necessaly by mcreased traffic  That was what they
weuld have to do with them at ouce, if they werelin.
wise encugh to lay them down England, with all her
mechanical skill and extensive trafhe, never made thbm
pay (lear; hear) ‘Ihen the remove was complite
trom the common road to the locomouve line  Irela
Wwas a poor country, in parts very thunly populated, an
if cheaply.constructed tram lines could have bee
made anywhere, 1t was there. knquiries were mad
on the subject, and tke Commussioners reported that
tramways were not available, andrailways were adopted.
Lhe result was that the country was now covered with
rauways, and was rapidly ncreasing in wealth and
consequence Then, he would ask, was the tramway
ever tried on the continent® e would say, not ‘Lhe
common road system, as carried out by the Central
Board, was, he couswiered, the bestand cheapest means
of internal tiansit after the locomotive line, and it would
cost moxe to make tramways than a metalled road la
the colony of New Suvuth Wales the tramways were
being taken up and locomotive lines laid down tor con-
veying coals from the colliery to the places of ship-
ment  (Hear, hear ) He hoped the Committee would
go ngidly into the coquuy as to the duection of the
hae, the cost of constiucuon, the cost of maintenance,
and the probable trafhc  Ile trusted that their report
would remove all doubt from the minds ot hon mem-
beis as to which was the superior system, and the best
adapted 1o the extension 1 quesuon. He begged to
mose the resolution,

The Trrasusck seconded,

Mr Warkraouse would not oppose the motion, on
the contrary, he would support it for the sake ot gainung
information, as none appeared to want that information
more than the Governinent  (lear, hear ) The hon
Chiet Secretary had said the expense of running the
goods and pa-sengers upon the Port line was ibd per
mule ‘Lhe distance he madeseven miles, by deducting
one mile for short passages,

The Cuirr SECRETARY begged to correet himself,
He should have said the cost was 16d. per ton tor the
whole distance ot seven miles,

Mr Wargruouse--The argument remarted the same
as to the length ot the line Accoiding to Gouncil
Paper No 1, the length of the luie was only 75 miles,
80 that, by reaucin gt one mile tor short passages, they
would reducz 1t to s1< miles —

Mr Paaxy asked whether the ho-, gentleman was
wcluding the distance to the wharves,
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Mr, WATERROUSE was proceeding on the data given
1n a Parliamentary paper Then the hon. Chief Secre-
tary went on to take the traffic from the Copper Com-
pany at 25,000 tons He (Mr Waterhouse) was sur«
prised to hear such a statement made in that Mouse,
when, by the evidence before 1t, 1n Council Paper 22,
the Manager of that Company states the traffic at 17,065
tons, and vwhich he thought might, with the other goods
¢ nveyed, amount to 20,000 per annum  Now, 1f they
threw off fhus additional 5,000 tons, the line, instead of
being worked at a profit of £5 per day, would have to
be work}efl at an actual loss of £25 per day., (Hear,
hear ) ¢ maintained that the deliberate statements
of the Mgnager of the Copper Company were more to
be reliedjon than the confessedly loose statemnents of
the hon {the Chief Secretary. He was induced to make
these r¢gmarks to show how much the Government
themselaves requued to be 1nformed upon very essential
pownts | He would not, upon that occasion, enter into
the cogiparative ments of railwaysand iamways  The
enqmiy had nothing to do with the question before the
Hocusg, and he was surprised that1t should have been
introduced so irregulaily by the Chief Secretary
{Heaf, hear ) Tpon another and a more fitting occa-
son,thowever, he would be by no means unwilling to
go 1fito that subject. He would then perhaps show
thafeven the Railway Commissioners were not alto-
géther opposed to tramways Ile mught perhaps take
ocgasion to state that tramways were 1n use, and 1n 1n-
crgrsing use, upon the continent of Europe, and that
eyen in Pans passengers were conveyed in omnibusres
dfawn by horse power oniron rails

‘t, however, that such remarks were out of place
n that motion, and he would not pursue them, He
vould, however, have no hesitation i saymng that

/wha,tever may be the comparative merits of railways or

tramways, the result of the Committec must be to
yecommend the adoption of the Gtovernment scheme
He was not generally 1n favour of their adopting rail-
ways, as seeing the great extent of road commumnication
they required, he saw no chance of obtaining 1t by rail-
ways. He eould not, however, overloock the fact ghat
by an extension of the Gawler line to Kapunda, the
traffic would be doubled, while the working expenses
wounld not be increased fifty per cent, (Xear, hear)
On that ground he thought 1t would be wise policy ot
the House to give thewr sanction to the proposed work
A small line always was worked to disadvantage, and
wpon that ground he would not support or recommend
the proposed extension to Teatree Gully Additional
locomotive power would be required for that lime which
would not be required for the extension to Kapunda
‘Lhe Adelaids and Partline had given them some ex-
perience of the disadvantages m working a short line
He thought the Comumttee should not only enguire
into the cest of construction and work ng expenses, but
a:50 whether the durection of the line was the best and
most destrable It was just now the custom to scout
the 1dea of carrying railways mnto the hills, and at pro-
bably wou'd not be done for a year or two, but as cer-
, a3 they had railways on the level now——

The Seraxrn called the attention of the hon mem-
ber to the fact that he was addreseing Jumself to a sub-
Ject not embraced 1n the motion, _

Mr Warcruouss submitted that the motion referred
to a Bill before the House, and part of the very title of
that Bill was to extend 2 branch railway to Leatree
Gully—(hear, hear)—so that he was stuetly and un-
doubtedly 1n arder It would be then, he repeared, for
the Commuttee to consider whether the proposed branch
was the proper line for continuing the railway into the
Julls, that the money to be expended 1n :ts corstruction
right not be thrown away He thought also thatit
avould be desirable to increase the number of persons
o0 the Commuttee from five to seven, (Hear, hear)
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‘When they had many Select Commttees sitting it was
not perhaps desirable to have many members on each,
but as 1t was now proposed to adjourn for two months
he thought there could be no objection, and there cer-
tainly would be great advantage 1n increasing the num-
ber of the Committee It was important to have as
many persons as possible 1n full possession of all the
information that could be gained by sitting on the Com-
mittee It would, he thought, be desirable for the
(Government to extend the duties of the Commuttee,
not only to take evidence and report, but that the Biil
itself should be referred to them—(hear, hear)—with
mstructions to report generally on the 1l  ‘They
were, he unaerstood, shortly to have a Bill laid on the
table to do away with the Raillway Commissioners,
and the present enquiries would furnish an opportunity
to consider that question. The subject of tolls also
should be remitted to the Select Commuittee, (Hesr,
hear ) 1t appeared to him that many of the present
tolls were exceedingly objectionable, and might be
modified with great advantage to the public, On the
continent it was usual to ¢charge smaller tolls on goods
leaving large cities than on goods brought to thoie
cities, and 1t vas found desirable to permit the removal
of manure and other matters rather injurious than
serviceable to a city on advantageous terms He trasted
the suggestions he had thrown out would mcet con-
sideration, but he would not oppose the motion.

Mr Revxonps asked the Chief Secretary to admat of
an addition to his motion as follows If he consented
1t would avert the necessity of moving 1t 88 an amend-
ment—Also to enquire and report upon the contenp-
lated eost of constructing this ine—firstly, if adapted,
for being worked sclely by animal pewer, aud, se-
condly, if adapted for being worked by either locomu-
tives or animal power

The Crier SECRETARY could not consent. +

Mr ReyroLps must then, as he wanted infoims.
tion, and did not want to shut out the Light, press us
amendment Therc could be no doubt there was more
mnformation to be obtained now than when the Com-
mittee sat upon the Gawler Town Railway e was,
he confessed, startled at the cost of the proposed
extension If £250,000 was required to make twenty-
five miles, he was atraid they would never get to the
Burra  (Hear, hear) He behieved speed was not
such an object as the Chief-Secretary thought 1t was,
and that persons m the far north wovld not care
whether their goods came 1n twelve hours or forty-
eight hours, so long as they got them safely and
certainly an a specified tume  (Hear, hear ) He con-
fessed that he was unwilling to consent to burdening
the colony with an annual paynmient of £90,000 (Ilear,
hear ) It was not, he contended, so much a question
of what was best, &s 1t was what they could best afford.
(Hear, hear) ‘lhey wanted a line to the Burra, but
could they afford half a million for that purpose® He
trusted that the Committee would not be men of one
opinton only, but men from each side of the House.
(Hear, hear)

M Hucnes seconded the amendmenton the ground
that it was desirable to have information. 1t wasa
fechng yery prevalent that animal-power railways
would best meet the means of thecolony. If the Com-
mittee weie of opimion that 1t should be animal power
on the hine to Kapunda, he thought 1t must follow
that amimal power should be used on the Port line
(No, no) He thought that must follow from the
admitted axiom that short lines of lo.omotives were
the most costly to work If, on the other hand, 1t
could be shown that a locomotive could start from the
Port to Kapunda, and return with a train the same
cay at the same or ncarly the same cost as gomng to
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Rawler Town, ke thought that the locomotive must be
considered the best power Ilowever, the object of
the eamendment was to get full mnformation, and he
cordially supported 1it.

Mr MacpervoTT 82w no advantage from agreeing
to the amendment, and would oppose 1t

Mr, BagBace supported the amendment Inasmuch
as the question involved a large outlay of money, they
should seek for mformation from all persons who could
gwve 1t He was pleased to hear the remarks of the
Chief Secretary as to the Port Railway, but the ques-
tion there was, not a penny more or less for carriage,
but the means they had to construct lines for the car-
r1age of goods (Hear, hear ) All other things being
equal, no one would prefer a tramway to a rmlway ,
but the great mistaké was to overlook, 1n considering
that subject, thewr thin population Why, many of the
towns passed by an European or American railway,
contained a greater population than they had altogether
(Hear, hear ) In looking at the expense of the Port

line, 1t should be remembered the Adelaide Station was |

not for that line alone, and if they threw the cost into
mtleage, 1t would only mislead them  They should look
at the actual cost of the railroad, as shown 1a the Council
Paper recently supphed ‘The total cost was £94,000
for a line of seven miles and two furlongs long Then
there were s1dings and wharf lines, which, added to the
construction, made 11 miles of railway, and the cost
£8,460 per mile If they examined the estimates‘laid
before the House, 1t would be seen that the Govern-
anent engneers estimated the cost of the Goolwa and
Strathalbyn lme at from £8,600 to £8,100 and the
Xapunda Extension at £7,600 per mile, exclusive
of rolling stock, and the hne from Kapunda to
the Murray at £6,200 per mile The estimate of the
line they had to consider was £7,600 per mile, and as
that was a very large outlay, they had a night to the
fullest information before they were asked to sanction
it. He could pot agree with the hotr member (Mr
Hughes) that if ammal power was found the best for
the extension to .Kapunda, that they should adopt
animal power for the Port lme He had no doubt
that the amonnt of graffic on the Port line justified the

use of locomotives, although they were not worked to,

the best advantage on such a short hne  He was glad
to think that thelength of line from the Port to Gawler
Town would give fair scope to the locomotives without
sagnfeing economy He could not say that he was
prepared to expend the large sum %sked for in the pro-
posed locahty until he had the evidence before him

He would rather wait until he had the report of the
belect Commattee before he decided  His present im-
pression, however, was, that they should have an
ammal-power tramway upon that line, (Hear, hear )
His view was formed, however, more in reference to the
cost of construction than to the working expenses He
beheved that the working of such a line through a
remote tract of eountry, where the traffic was small,
could be cheapest effected by animal power, but sull
he maintained that the great question was the cost of
construction  He was of opimun that tramways for
amimal power could be very efficiently and usefully made
at from £1,600 to £2,000 per mile As an enginecr, he
could see no difficulty 1n this, but he could see a diffi-
culty mn constructing a locomotive line at anything like
the expense, There were three pomts of difference
between tramways and railways, and 1n the circum-
stances of the colony those were advantages on the
part of the tramway. Cheapness of constiuction,
steeper pract