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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

Thursday, 17 May 2018 

 The PRESIDENT (Hon. A.L. McLachlan) took the chair at 14:15 and read prayers. 

 

 The PRESIDENT:  We acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the 
traditional owners of this country throughout Australia, and their connection to the land and 
community. We pay our respects to them and their cultures, and to the elders both past and present. 

Ministerial Statement 

NYRSTAR 

 The Hon. R.I. LUCAS (Treasurer) (14:16):  I seek leave to make a ministerial statement on 
the subject of Nyrstar Port Pirie redevelopment project financing arrangement. 

 Leave granted. 

 The Hon. R.I. LUCAS:  In the interests of greater transparency and accountability, I would 
like to update the house on the current status of the financing arrangement for Nyrstar's 
redevelopment project of its smelter in Port Pirie. The upgrade of the smelter occurred under a 
financing arrangement agreed with the former government. As part of the financing arrangement, the 
former government issued a counterindemnity; in effect, a state government guarantee, for the 
$291.25 million in external finance raised by Nyrstar for the redevelopment, which is recorded as a 
contingent liability in the state's accounts. I will refer to this indemnity as the government guarantee. 

 Nyrstar has completed construction and has begun the two-year process of ramping up the 
new multimetals facility. Nyrstar publicly reported in its interim management statement of 3 May 2018 
that the ramp-up and operational performance of the new smelter was progressing significantly better 
than expected and that the earnings uplift was anticipated to start flowing from the project, with at 
least $60 million expected in the second half of this year, $145 million expected in 2019 and 
$190 million expected in 2020. 

 This significant redevelopment will steadily improve environmental outcomes, especially 
reductions in lead in air levels, which would not have been possible using the ageing assets. This is 
a welcome outcome for Port Pirie and South Australia, and for employment and the community. 

 Earlier this year, prior to the March election, Nyrstar's board of directors and senior 
management were in Port Pirie to celebrate the completion of construction, and stated that the 
upgrade to this smelter was absolutely critical to the company's future. The redevelopment is 
welcome and is reported by Nyrstar as progressing well. 

 However, the terms of the external financing arrangement for the redevelopment, which 
includes the government guarantee issued by the former government for the external finance raised, 
are unusual. To accommodate requirements of the Nyrstar consolidated group, Nyrstar Port Pirie 
has the discretion, but no obligation, to make repayments under the external financing arrangements. 
The repayment of the $291.25 million to the external financiers, and the government guarantee of 
this repayment occurring, is a major exposure for the taxpayers of South Australia. 

 A targeted repayment schedule was documented, and the structure includes various 
economic compulsions to incentivise repayment. On 28 May 2018, Nyrstar is scheduled to make the 
first repayment in accordance with this schedule. The government has been advised that Nyrstar's 
board of directors has decided this payment will not be made, due to cost overruns, delays in 
completion of the project and reaching full production, and the consequential impact on earnings 
uplift from the project to Nyrstar. Nyrstar has notified the government that the payment of $37 million 
scheduled for 28 May 2018 will be deferred. 

 The deferral of this $37 million payment was surprising, as Nyrstar, through its financial 
disclosures, has repeatedly and publicly indicated that it intended repaying the funding arrangements 
in accordance with the agreed schedule of payments. In the company's 2017 audited financial 



 

Page 208 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL Thursday, 17 May 2018 

statements released in February this year, and in the latest quarterly interim management statement 
released two weeks ago, Nyrstar clearly indicates an intention to adhere to a five-year schedule of 
repayments beginning in 2018 and concluding in 2022. 

 It is also surprising as Nyrstar last year gave a written commitment to the former government 
that Nyrstar did not, at the state's expense, seek to take advantage of the unusual financing terms, 
and that it was Nyrstar's intention to redeem the perpetual securities in accordance with the targeted 
amortisation schedule. Nyrstar's board of directors has taken this action when Nyrstar Port Pirie has 
the financial capacity to make this $37 million payment. 

 Nyrstar's decision to defer the first of these repayments has prompted the state government 
to demand in writing that Nyrstar group members comply with their obligations under the transaction 
documents, including an obligation on Nyrstar Australia, another of the group's Australian entities, to 
ensure that an amount of money, equal to any deferred amount, is transferred to, and held in, Nyrstar 
Port Pirie. 

 Nyrstar Australia has not honoured this obligation and the government has issued a demand 
on Nyrstar NV in Belgium, the ultimate parent company, to pay those funds directly to Nyrstar Port 
Pirie. Nyrstar has advised that it considers that it is not compelled to transfer this money, a position 
the state does not accept. As such, we find ourselves in dispute, with the real prospect of litigation. 

 It is of significant concern that Nyrstar advised the state of its deferral of this payment three 
days before its quarterly interim management statement disclosure to the market showing the 
opposite. Nyrstar has also indicated it is likely to defer additional payments until November 2019, 
estimated at around $81 million, that is, $118 million in total, which is likely to compound the exposure 
of South Australia's taxpayers to the guarantee issued by the former government. 

 As Treasurer, I intend to defend the state's position, and we as a government reserve our 
right to take all steps that may be necessary to ensure Nyrstar meets its contractual obligations. I will 
provide further information to honourable members as it becomes available. 

Question Time 

AUSTRALIAN HOUSING AND URBAN RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

 The Hon. K.J. MAHER (Leader of the Opposition) (14:24):  My question is to the Minister 
for Human Services. The Premier Steven Marshall has said that he and his government will deliver 
every promise in his 100-day plan. An essential element of this plan is to: 

 …engage the Australian Housing and Urban Research Institute to audit the state's current housing assets 
and map future demand. 

My questions to the minister are: 

 1. As promised, has the Australian Housing and Urban Research Institute been 
engaged to conduct this audit? 

 2. What is the cost of the promised Australian Housing and Urban Research Institute 
audit? 

 3. Has the engagement satisfied all relevant policies? 

 The Hon. J.M.A. LENSINK (Minister for Human Services) (14:25):  I thank the honourable 
member for his question. This is, indeed, one of our 100-day commitments and it will be fulfilled. I 
will provide more information on the public record when that becomes available. 

AUSTRALIAN HOUSING AND URBAN RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

 The Hon. K.J. MAHER (Leader of the Opposition) (14:25):  Supplementary arising from 
the answer: will the engagement of the Australian Housing and Urban Research Institute satisfy all 
Treasurer's Instructions and State Procurement Board policies and guidelines? 

 The Hon. J.M.A. LENSINK (Minister for Human Services) (14:25):  Yes. 
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AUSTRALIAN HOUSING AND URBAN RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

 The Hon. K.J. MAHER (Leader of the Opposition) (14:25):  Further supplementary: given 
that it was promised that this body will be appointed prior to the election, what competitive tender 
process will be gone through in the appointment of the Australian Housing and Urban Research 
Institute? 

 The Hon. J.M.A. LENSINK (Minister for Human Services) (14:25):  I thank the honourable 
member for that supplementary. AHURI is an organisation which is partially funded by a number of 
states and territories and the commonwealth of Australia. It is a well-respected, independent 
organisation and in my consultation with a range of stakeholders, both before and after the election, 
they have considered that it is an appropriate body to do this body of work. 

AUSTRALIAN HOUSING AND URBAN RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

 The Hon. K.J. MAHER (Leader of the Opposition) (14:26):  I seek leave to make a brief 
explanation before addressing a question to the Minister for Human Services. 

 Leave granted. 

 The Hon. K.J. MAHER:  I thank the minister for her commitment that that particular election 
commitment will be delivered and that that is the body that will be conducting the audit, as she has 
very clearly said and undertaken to this chamber. My explanation before the question is: last month, 
on 19 April, The Age newspaper reported that the Andrews government in Victoria has ordered an 
investigation into the chairperson of the Australian Housing and Urban Research Institute over 
revelations that he promoted an alleged mafia figure to a prominent business body. 

 The week prior to that, the chair of the Australian Housing and Urban Research Institute, 
Mr Tony De Domenico, was described by The Age newspaper as 'a Liberal Party figure'. The Age 
revealed that the move prompted the investigation of the Italian Embassy, which demanded that 
Mr Madafferi's membership be blocked because of his notorious reputation. Mr De Domenico pushed 
for Mr Madafferi's membership of the chamber's Melbourne chapter, just weeks after Mr Guy was 
enveloped in a public scandal over revelations that he met Madafferi at a lobster restaurant in 
April 2017. 

 My question is: did the minister have any knowledge that the Liberal Party figure, Mr De 
Domenico, whose organisation she has promised will be engaged to lead the housing audit, 
personally promoted the alleged head of the Calabrian mafia in Australia to a prominent business 
body? 

 The Hon. J.M.A. LENSINK (Minister for Human Services) (14:28):  Sorry, can you just 
repeat the last part of that sentence for me? 

 The Hon. K.J. MAHER: Did the minister have any knowledge that the Liberal Party figure, 
Mr De Domenico, whose company she has undertaken to this chamber will be engaged to lead the 
housing audit, personally promoted the alleged head of the Calabrian mafia in Australia to a 
prominent business body? 

 The Hon. J.M.A. LENSINK:  No, I am not aware of those allegations. AHURI is a well-
respected Australian organisation. Those allegations obviously are going to be investigated and 
appropriate steps taken, but I am assured by a number of stakeholders that AHURI is a well-
respected organisation, which the Labor Party in government has partially funded. So if there are 
individuals who have been associated who are of ill repute and have committed particular crimes, 
then that will go through the correct process and those outcomes we will remain to see. 

AUSTRALIAN HOUSING AND URBAN RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

 The Hon. K.J. MAHER (Leader of the Opposition) (14:29):  Supplementary arising from 
the answer: given the revelations of the alleged promotion of a member of the Calabrian mafia by 
the company that the member has undertaken will conduct this audit, will the minister instruct that an 
investigation and a review of the use of this company be immediately undertaken? 
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 The Hon. J.M.A. LENSINK (Minister for Human Services) (14:29):  I will seek advice from 
my department about the allegations, the veracity, the outcomes and all those matters, and those 
will be part of our considerations. 

AUSTRALIAN HOUSING AND URBAN RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

 The Hon. K.J. MAHER (Leader of the Opposition) (14:29):  Supplementary question 
arising from the answer: has the minister met anyone from the Australian Housing and Urban 
Research Institute and, in particular, has the minister ever met Mr Tony De Domenico? 

 The Hon. J.M.A. LENSINK (Minister for Human Services) (14:30):  If you give me two 
seconds, I will be able to tell you who I have met from the organisation who is an employee. I do 
regret using the name of people on the public record; I think it is generally not a practice that one 
should follow, because I don't want them to be smeared or in any way associated with this line of 
questioning. 

 I met a lady by the name of Cherylann Biegler, who is the business development manager 
of AHURI, last year. In fact, I met her at the offices of Shelter SA. Shelter SA would be well-known 
to a number of people in this chamber as an organisation which is involved in advocacy on behalf of 
a range of housing issues in South Australia. That is where I first met Cherylann and I had a 
subsequent meeting with her after that. She is the only person I have met from AHURI. 

AUSTRALIAN HOUSING AND URBAN RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

 The Hon. K.J. MAHER (Leader of the Opposition) (14:31):  Further supplementary arising 
from the original answer: whose idea was it, within the Liberal Party, to commit to having this 
particular organisation conducting the review? 

 The Hon. J.M.A. LENSINK (Minister for Human Services) (14:31):  Mine. 

AUSTRALIAN HOUSING AND URBAN RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

 The Hon. I.K. HUNTER (14:31):  Is the minister confident that she has received no advice 
of this nature about AHURI or their alleged connections to or appointments of people with an 
inappropriate background? Can she advise the chamber that she has not received any such advice? 

 The Hon. J.M.A. LENSINK (Minister for Human Services) (14:31):  I have not received 
any such advice that I am aware of, unless there is some docket sitting in an in-tray in my office that 
hasn't been processed by my incredibly efficient staff as yet. 

HOUSING AUTHORITY 

 The Hon. K.J. MAHER (Leader of the Opposition) (14:31):  I seek leave to make a brief 
explanation before asking a question of the Minister for Human Services. 

 Leave granted. 

 The Hon. K.J. MAHER:  In question time last week, the minister confirmed that there was a 
project to establish a new housing authority by bringing together the functions of Housing SA and 
Renewal SA within the first 100 days of government. The minister has informed the chamber today 
that every single aspect of those commitments under the first 100 days will be met. Will the minister 
advise what department an amalgamated Renewal SA and Housing SA will operate under, and who 
will have ministerial oversight of this amalgamation? 

 The Hon. J.M.A. LENSINK (Minister for Human Services) (14:32):  That is a matter for 
cabinet to make that decision. It will be made in due course and we will advise all South Australians 
of it when that decision has been made. 

HOUSING AUTHORITY 

 The Hon. K.J. MAHER (Leader of the Opposition) (14:32):  Supplementary arising from 
the answer: what factors will be taken into consideration when it is decided which minister will have 
oversight of this new authority? 

 The Hon. J.M.A. LENSINK (Minister for Human Services) (14:32):  I have talked about 
this issue before, both on radio and, I think, referred to it in this place. One of the commitments of 
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the Marshall team in the election was better services. That is certainly at the heart of this decision. 
In 2014, I think it was, the then Weatherill government made the decision to split the tenancy 
management and the asset management of the functions of the South Australian Housing Trust. It 
has been described by the Auditor-General as 'somewhat dysfunctional'. That is certainly the 
feedback that I have had from a range of stakeholders. We believe that the assets and the tenancy 
management need to be better managed, better coordinated and that is what we are working 
towards. 

HOUSING AUTHORITY 

 The Hon. K.J. MAHER (Leader of the Opposition) (14:33):  Supplementary arising from 
the answer: will the minister please advise what process will be undertaken to appoint a chief 
executive to this new amalgamated body, and will she inform the chamber if she, or anyone on her 
behalf, has had discussions with any individual about taking on that position? 

 The Hon. J.M.A. LENSINK (Minister for Human Services) (14:34):  I think any discussions 
on this are premature prior to the cabinet making a decision on what the authority will look like. 

HOUSING AUTHORITY 

 The Hon. K.J. MAHER (Leader of the Opposition) (14:34):  A supplementary arising from 
the original answer: has the minister had any discussions or has anyone with her knowledge on her 
behalf had any discussions with anyone to take over either one of Renewal SA, Housing SA or the 
amalgamated body? 

 The Hon. J.M.A. LENSINK (Minister for Human Services) (14:34):  I repeat that this is 
premature. 

 The Hon. K.J. Maher interjecting: 

 The Hon. J.M.A. LENSINK:  This is a premature discussion, and we will be making 
announcements in due course, but I will not be pre-empted by the Labor Party, which was anything 
but transparent, on every single decision that this government is going to make before it's made it. 

HOUSING AUTHORITY 

 The Hon. K.J. MAHER (Leader of the Opposition) (14:35):  Supplementary: will the 
minister rule out the fact that she has had discussions with individuals to be appointed to this 
position? Will she rule that out? 

 The Hon. J.M.A. LENSINK (Minister for Human Services) (14:35):  Don't verbal me! 

REPATRIATION GENERAL HOSPITAL 

 The Hon. J.S.L. DAWKINS (14:35):  My question is directed to the Minister for Health and 
Wellbeing. Will the minister update the council on the government's plans for the redevelopment of 
the Repat site? 

 The Hon. S.G. WADE (Minister for Health and Wellbeing) (14:35):  I thank the honourable 
member for his question. I had the pleasure early this week to update the house in relation to the 
reopening of the hydrotherapy pool at the Repat, and the hope that that gives to many community 
users throughout the south. The essence of the government's plans for the redevelopment of the 
Repat site, or the evolution of the planning, the key point will be consultation. There will be 
opportunities for the community to consult in relation to planning, and there will be two steps at least 
in terms of the master planning process for the site. 

 We were elected on 17 March, and one of the messages that came to the government very 
clearly from South Australians was that they expected the government to listen to them, not just on 
one Saturday every four years but on an ongoing basis. We heard that from South Australians who 
felt betrayed by Labor's broken promise to never ever close the Repat. We heard the community 
when they called for the Repat site to be saved from a sell-off and, for its part, the Marshall Liberal 
government, having made a commitment to stop that sell-off, when we had the opportunity in 
government we terminated the contract for sale. 
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 In this regard I was interested in the comments from the member for Lee in the other place. 
In response to my decision to terminate the previous government's contract he said: 

 They need to realise that the job of government is not just making sure there's a nice story in the paper every 
morning, that there are well articulated, well thought out policies. 

Let's be clear: this was six weeks after we were elected to government. I terminated the contract that 
day, and the opposition was demanding that I put down another master plan. They had done two 
artist's impressions of what the Repat site might look like; what they thought was needed was another 
artist's impression. What I think is needed is a government that has the respect for the people of 
South Australia to actually engage them in consultation. 

 The rank hypocrisy of the Labor party, which I think either before or soon after had a listening 
post in the north-eastern suburbs, where of course we all know they lost three seats because they 
didn't listen to the community, yet the member for Lee is out there criticising me for not doing what 
they do so well, which is showing deafness to the people of South Australia. 

 People in health know full well the cost they are paying for the previous government's 
deafness. They have seen it with a $2.4 billion NRAH, where the government failed to engage 
clinicians in the design; they have seen it in the EPAS disaster; and they have seen it in Transforming 
Health. I can assure you that the Marshall Liberal government will not follow that appalling precedent. 
Our planning, particularly in the Repat, will be consultative. 

 I am proud that a mere five weeks after the election we did the termination. I think today is 
two months to the day since this government was elected. 

 The Hon. R.I. Lucas:  Happy anniversary. 

 The Hon. S.G. WADE:  Thank you. I must admit I wasn't sworn in for another five or six 
days, but be that as it may, I have the privilege tonight to be invited by the honourable member for 
Waite and the honourable member for Elder to speak to their communities about the government's 
plans for the Repat site and also to listen, not to take the bait of the arrogant member for Lee and his 
Labor mates. 

 We will take our time, because it actually does take time to listen. It takes time to produce 
credible options for the community to consult on, and tonight I will be very pleased to outline to the 
people of the south how different it will be under a Marshall Liberal government, how different it will 
be to have a government that respects you enough to consult you. 

VACANT RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY TAX 

 The Hon. M.C. PARNELL (14:40):  I seek leave to make a brief explanation before asking 
the Treasurer a question about vacancy taxes. 

 Leave granted. 

 The Hon. M.C. PARNELL:  It is commonly reported and I think widely accepted that we have 
a housing affordability crisis in Australia generally, including in South Australia. Obviously, one 
answer is to build more houses, but another idea is that we could make better use of our existing 
housing stock. One tool that can be used to help achieve this is what is commonly referred to as a 
vacancy tax. 

 When property owners keep their properties vacant they are effectively withdrawing supply 
of occupiable properties from the market, which has the effect of increasing pressure on prices and 
rents. Imposing a financial cost on the owners of occupiable residential properties that are vacant for 
no good reason and for long periods encourages property owners to make their properties available 
for purchase or rent, and so helps to increase the supply of housing. 

 The Victorian government introduced a vacant residential property tax that commenced at 
the start of this year. It is a 1 per cent tax on the capital improved value of the taxable property and 
it applies to properties in the inner and middle areas of Melbourne that are unoccupied for more than 
six months within a calendar year. My question is: will the Treasurer consider a tax on residential 
properties that are vacant for long periods in order to free up unused housing for rental or purchase? 
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 The Hon. R.I. LUCAS (Treasurer) (14:41):  I am happy to say that I have considered it and 
rejected it, and I do not say that flippantly as having considered it since the honourable member just 
raised it. The issue has been raised over recent months, in particular as a result of the Victorian 
government decision, and there are a lot of people in the community—generally left of centre politics, 
the Labor Party or the Greens—who are quite attracted to the notion of introducing new taxes into 
South Australia. 

 We were elected, unashamedly, on a platform of reducing the tax burden on struggling 
South Australian families and struggling South Australian businesses. We were elected on a 
platform, unashamedly, of reducing overall tax levels. We were elected on a platform, unashamedly, 
of saying no new taxes. I am sure the honourable member and others seeking to hold this 
government to its myriad of policy commitments made before the election—one of which was no new 
taxes—would not want the Marshall Liberal government to break a clear, explicit and unequivocal 
commitment to no new taxes by going down the path of introducing a vacancy tax. 

 I am sure the honourable member, or indeed members of the opposition, can come up with 
lots of bright ideas for new taxes; it is in their DNA after 16 years. Anything that moved they sought 
to tax. This parliament and, in particular, this chamber proudly rejected at least two of those new 
notions of taxes in South Australia. There will not be a proposal for new taxes such as the vacancy 
tax under a Marshall Liberal government. 

VACANT RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY TAX 

 The Hon. M.C. PARNELL (14:43):  Supplementary question: if the vacancy tax idea has 
been rejected, what other levers does the Treasurer believe the government has to free up vacant 
residential properties, some of which we note are vacant for years and years? 

 The Hon. R.I. LUCAS (Treasurer) (14:44):  That is an issue I would need to discuss with 
my colleagues responsible for both land supply and housing policy. I would not put myself out there 
as the fount of all wisdom in relation to housing policy under the Marshall Liberal government. I have 
many colleagues who have portfolio responsibilities in that particular area. I am sure it will be an 
issue that a Marshall Liberal government will need to address across a number of portfolio areas. 
There isn't just, if I can put the point of view, the simple tax lever that could or should be used in 
relation to housing affordability. 

 There are a range of other issues. I am not sure whether the honourable member has served 
with me on previous Legislative Council committees when we have taken evidence on housing 
supply in particular and the impact that restrictions on housing supply have on housing and land 
costs in capital cities in particular. I am struggling to remember which one it was, but I suspect it was 
the Statutory Authorities Review Committee when it actually did an inquiry into the Land Management 
Corporation, one of the predecessor organisations to Renewal SA, which was the land bank for 
former governments, both Labor and Liberal. That committee took evidence from a number of 
national and international experts who argued the case that land supply was the major determinant 
on housing affordability in capital cities in particular. 

 I have to say there were also other experts who disagreed with that particular point of view 
and I suspect that, given the furious nodding of the honourable member, he might be in that particular 
camp or category. So there are a number of other levers, to use the honourable member's word, 
which are open to governments. Some of those levers are not within my responsibility as the 
Treasurer. Certainly it will be an issue that my colleagues with those portfolio responsibilities and I, 
as part of a new cabinet, would need to have a look at in terms of housing affordability. 

ENTERPRISE PATHOLOGY LABORATORY INFORMATION SYSTEM 

 The Hon. K.J. MAHER (Leader of the Opposition) (14:46):  My question is to the Minister 
for Health and Wellbeing. When did the minister first become aware of the delay in testing the 
possible lost specimens and the lack of tracking through the EPLIS system, and what measures did 
the minister immediately put in place? I will indicate that we, on this side, will not be interjecting during 
the answer to allow the minister proper consideration so that he can get accurately everything he 
knew, and when, on the record. I will not make a habit of this but I would advise the minister to be 
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very careful about how he answers. The tone and temper of his response will be listened to, not just 
by us and those reporting but by those affected. 

 Members interjecting: 

 The PRESIDENT:  Order! Minister. 

 The Hon. S.G. WADE (Minister for Health and Wellbeing) (14:47):  I am not sure whether 
the honourable member is asking me about my time as a minister or my time in this house, but it 
would be clear that as a shadow minister for health I had a number of conversations, particularly with 
Professionals Australia, about their concerns about the former government's management of 
SA Pathology. 

 In relation to my own service as government, I have referred already to my swearing in day. 
I think that was Thursday 22 March. My recollection was the first time it was raised to me formally 
was by a letter from Professionals Australia, dated 23 March, in terms of issues in relation to 
SA Pathology. As a result, I met with Professionals Australia on 6 April. I took with me a deputy chief 
executive of my department, and one of the clear outcomes of that meeting was that, because of our 
concern about communications between the union and management of SA Pathology, he was going 
to undertake to speak to SA Pathology and, I think, meet Professionals Australia within the following 
week. 

 From that time, I have been actively monitoring the developments in relation to EPLIS, and 
obviously they continue with my appointment on Tuesday of a task force. I think I told the house 
yesterday that the head of the task force would be meeting SA Pathology tomorrow. I am aware from 
discussions with my officers today that he has been having discussions with SA Pathology staff 
today. I am grateful to Mr Tom Stubbs for his work as head of the task force to identify what has 
happened and what needs to be done to get to make things right. 

ENTERPRISE PATHOLOGY LABORATORY INFORMATION SYSTEM 

 The Hon. K.J. MAHER (Leader of the Opposition) (14:49):  A supplementary arising from 
the answer on the specific knowledge of this issue: when did the minister become aware of the memo 
or email that was sent by the chief operating officer of the Women's and Children's Health Network 
on 18 April outlining very specific concerns? When was the minister first aware of that 
communication? 

 The Hon. S.G. WADE (Minister for Health and Wellbeing) (14:49):  I will need to check 
my records. I don't recall the particular email that the member is referring to, but it may well have 
been one of the documents I have seen in this time. 

ENTERPRISE PATHOLOGY LABORATORY INFORMATION SYSTEM 

 The Hon. K.J. MAHER (Leader of the Opposition) (14:49):  A supplementary arising from 
the original answer: when did the minister form the opinion that he wouldn't let this become public 
knowledge, given that he said he had letters dating back to 23 March and had concerns raised by 
the organisation, and had had meetings with his department and the professional association 
representing them? When did he think it was going to be appropriate to raise these concerns 
publicly? 

 The Hon. S.G. WADE (Minister for Health and Wellbeing) (14:50):  I am gobsmacked by 
the question. On which planet does the member live? I can recall at least three media comments in 
relation to this. In relation to one event, I think there were three outlets. I will certainly look into the 
record, but my understanding is that concerns about SA Pathology have been in the public domain 
for some time. 

ENTERPRISE PATHOLOGY LABORATORY INFORMATION SYSTEM 

 The Hon. K.J. MAHER (Leader of the Opposition) (14:50):  A supplementary arising from 
the original answer: on what date did the minister instruct his department to make those patients 
affected aware of these concerns? 
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 The Hon. S.G. WADE (Minister for Health and Wellbeing) (14:51):  The department has 
well-established processes for open disclosure. My recollection is that every briefing I have received 
in relation to patient impacts has referred to open disclosure procedures being complied with. 

TOURIST CONNECTIVITY 

 The Hon. T.J. STEPHENS (14:51):  My question is to the Minister for Trade, Tourism and 
Investment. Can the Minister for Trade, Tourism and Investment please update the council on how 
a partnership between the SATC and Telstra is enriching the visitor experience and promoting South 
Australia through increased coverage and connectivity? 

 The Hon. D.W. RIDGWAY (Minister for Trade, Tourism and Investment) (14:51):  I thank 
the honourable member for his question and his ongoing interest in connectivity and enriching South 
Australians' lives through tourism. Yesterday, I had the pleasure of spending a sunny and brisk 
autumn morning in beautiful Hahndorf, unveiling and testing the latest of 60 free wi-fi hotspots, which 
will serve in providing better coverage and connectivity to our valued visitors. 

 A partnership, as the honourable member mentioned in his question, between Telstra and 
the South Australian Tourism Commission means that soon tourists will have unlimited free data for 
one hour per day using their smart phone, mobile device or laptop in, importantly, some of our most 
iconic and remote locations. This is all through Telstra Air—Australia's largest wi-fi network. 

 Nine free wi-fi services have already been switched on in Hahndorf, Moana, Moonta Bay, 
Angaston, Beachport, Port MacDonnell, Victor Harbor, Tailem Bend and Kingscote, and another 
51 spots are due to be rolled out in the coming months, including Wilpena Pound and Kangaroo 
Island, so there will be more than 60 in total. Increased connectivity will allow travellers to make the 
most of their time in South Australia, to find the best experiences from restaurants to wineries and to 
attractions, and to share their experiences in real time. 

 What is incredible is that they will often be doing this from our most remote locations, skyping 
home or posting on Instagram from the middle of the Flinders Ranges to their friends and families on 
the other side of the world. Not so long ago, a holiday meant sitting down with a travel agent to book 
a rather rigid itinerary, or setting off with a handful of recommendations from that well-travelled 
friend—well, not anymore. 

 Mobile-first connected travellers armed with a smart phone are more intrepid. They make 
plans as they go. They see more, learn more and share more. In the age of social media, we know 
just how much reach one post can have and, through boosting connectivity, we will allow every visitor 
to be an ambassador for our state and communicate that message as widely as possible. 

 We know that our visitors' appetite to get off the beaten track is growing. This is yet another 
step towards allowing tourists to step into our regions with confidence and communicate their 
experiences to the world. Each wi-fi hotspot will be marked with signage which includes details of 
how to log on. I noted yesterday that they also have some quick facts about the town or the region 
in which they are located, along with a WeChat QR code, which scans and provides our Chinese 
visitors with all the information they need to bring their journey together, linking them with key 
attractions and businesses. 

 The #SeeSouthAustralia hashtag also features on the signage—an important aspect of 
maximising the scope of our campaign to get people visiting our beautiful state. I am exceptionally 
proud of this partnership between the SATC and Telstra, a partnership which enriches our visitor 
experiences, helps to link them as consumers to local businesses and keeps them in touch with their 
family and friends. 

TOURIST CONNECTIVITY 

 The Hon. K.J. MAHER (Leader of the Opposition) (14:54):  Supplementary arising from 
the answer: is the minister aware who from Telstra in South Australia has primary responsibility for 
the program which he is talking about? 

 The Hon. D.W. RIDGWAY (Minister for Trade, Tourism and Investment) (14:55):  I thank 
the minister—not the minister; I've got to stop myself calling you a minister—the Leader of the 
Opposition, the member opposite. Mr Mark Bolton—I can't recall his exact title, but I think he is like 
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the regional manager of Telstra—was in Hahndorf with me yesterday, at the media conference and 
the unveiling of this new signage and that wi-fi hotspot. I don't know whether he has responsibility, 
as the member opposite is referring to, but he was certainly the senior Telstra official who was there 
yesterday. 

TOURIST CONNECTIVITY 

 The Hon. K.J. MAHER (Leader of the Opposition) (14:55):  A supplementary arising from 
the original answer: the program to which the minister referred and that the minister believes may be 
headed by Mr Mark Bolton, is this the same Mr Mark Bolton who provided briefings to Liberal Party 
caucuses prior to the public knowledge of round 2 of the mobile blackspots being announced? 

 The Hon. D.W. RIDGWAY (Minister for Trade, Tourism and Investment) (14:55):  I thank 
the member opposite for his question. The opposition received a range of briefings from a great 
range of stakeholders across a whole range of areas, and Mr Mark Bolton did at one stage brief the 
former opposition on a range of activities and initiatives that Telstra was engaging in. 

TOURIST CONNECTIVITY 

 The Hon. K.J. MAHER (Leader of the Opposition) (14:56):  A supplementary arising from 
the answer: was that briefing before the knowledge of round 2 of the Telstra blackspots was 
announced—yes or no? 

 The PRESIDENT:  You can't put yes or no to the minister; but, minister, I am going to allow 
the question. 

 The Hon. D.W. RIDGWAY (Minister for Trade, Tourism and Investment) (14:56):  I can't 
recall the exact dates. 

TOURIST CONNECTIVITY 

 The Hon. K.J. MAHER (Leader of the Opposition) (14:56):  Supplementary: will the 
minister take that on notice and bring back a response as to whether Mr Mark Bolton briefed the 
Liberal Party caucus about round 2 of mobile blackspots before it was publicly released? Will you 
take that on notice and bring back a reply? 

 The Hon. D.W. RIDGWAY (Minister for Trade, Tourism and Investment) (14:56):  We 
don't have a caucus and I don't think I'm responsible to the house for activities that happened in a 
meeting two or three— 

 The Hon. K.J. Maher:  So you refuse to bring it back? 

 The Hon. D.W. RIDGWAY:  I don't recall the date. I do not recall the date and I don't believe 
I'm responsible to the house for actions and things that happened just by way of information being 
provided to the former opposition. 

GOVERNMENT LAND 

 The Hon. J.A. DARLEY (14:57):  I seek leave to make a brief explanation before asking the 
Leader of the Government questions regarding the sale, purchase and leasing of government land. 

 Leave granted. 

 The Hon. J.A. DARLEY:  The current Minister for Health recently made a statement that the 
previous government proposed to sell the site of the former Repatriation General Hospital for much 
less than market value. There is a proliferation of agencies such as the department for environment, 
water and natural resources, the Department of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure, the 
Department of Treasury and Finance, and possibly others, that all undertake buying, disposing and 
leasing of land on behalf of the government. This results in a duplication of services and resources 
as each agency needs qualified property staff to undertake these tasks. Merging the services will 
result in savings to the taxpayer. My questions are: 

 1. Can the minister advise which departments have their own property purchase, 
disposal and leasing sections? 
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 2. Can the minister advise how many people are in each of these sections and the total 
salaries of all staff combined? 

 3. Has the government given consideration to consolidate all activities in relation to the 
purchase, sale and leasing of state government property into one agency such as Renewal SA, 
formerly the Land Management Corporation? 

 4. Has the government undertaken any work to see what savings could be achieved if 
this is done? 

 5. If not, will the government undertake this exercise? 

 The Hon. R.I. LUCAS (Treasurer) (14:58):  I thank the honourable member. That's an 
excellent question and certainly the answer as to the detail of the question is that I will take it on 
notice and bring a reply back to the house as expeditiously as possible. The honourable member, 
given his background, makes good sense in terms of the potential for greater coordination in terms 
of handling these sorts of processes within government. Certainly my recollection of governments 
past was that there was a comprehensive Land Management Corporation-led role on behalf of former 
governments in relation to the sorts of issues the honourable member has raised. 

 If that's not the case now, and the honourable member's question certainly infers that that 
isn't the case now, then I will get that answer for the member and bring it back. The notion of 
centralised coordination management of processes in relation to some of these issues, at least on 
the surface of it, to me, makes good sense. It is certainly consistent with practice some years ago in 
relation to the disposal of government assets. We will consider the issues the member has raised 
and bring back a reply. 

GLOBELINK 

 The Hon. K.J. MAHER (Leader of the Opposition) (15:00):  I seek leave to make a brief 
explanation before asking the Minister for Trade, Tourism and Investment a question. 

 Leave granted. 

 The Hon. K.J. MAHER:  In question time yesterday the minister, in relation to a question 
about the GlobeLink project, said: 

 …nobody from Adelaide airport came out and criticised GlobeLink, and, interestingly, nor did Monarto Zoo, 
which is right next to where the airport is likely to be built. The Monarto Zoo did not make any comment. 

In an article in The Murray Valley Standard on 30 January 2017, Zoos SA (which runs the Monarto 
Zoo) Chief Executive, Elaine Bensted, said: 

 We're all for the development of the area, but… we breed critically endangered animals and want to offer an 
experience to our visitors. 

She went on to say: 

 Aircraft flying overhead doesn't really add to the ambience of what we're trying to create. 

I seek leave to table a copy of the article that refers to the GlobeLink project. 

 Leave granted. 

 The Hon. K.J. MAHER:  This was a very definitive statement: firstly, that the Monarto Zoo 
was not against it being built but, more importantly, that 'Monarto Zoo did not make any comment.' 
My question is: will the minister now withdraw and apologise for misleading the house immediately 
or would he prefer us to set up a privileges committee under standing order 202 to investigate this 
matter? I leave it in his hands. 

 The Hon. D.W. RIDGWAY (Minister for Trade, Tourism and Investment) (15:01):  I will 
have a look at a copy of the article. I wasn't aware of the article but I will have a look at it. 

 Members interjecting: 

 The Hon. D.W. RIDGWAY:  I will have a look at the tabled document and if I feel as though 
I need to take any further action I will do so in the future. 
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REGIONAL AIR SERVICES 

 The Hon. F. PANGALLO (15:02):  I seek leave to make a brief explanation before asking 
the Minister for Trade, Tourism and Investment, representing the Minister for Regional Development, 
a question. 

 Leave granted. 

 The Hon. F. PANGALLO:  Rex Airlines has announced that it will immediately axe five return 
flights between Adelaide and Mount Gambier per week, including key flights at the start and end of 
the working week. New South Wales, Queensland and Western Australia all have regulated air 
routes. Under these arrangements airlines tender to win the right to operate a route for a defined 
period with more certainty and less fear of competition. This helps to guarantee a level of service to 
destinations that might otherwise be vulnerable to cuts in our services. 

 Other states do it in circumstances where there is insufficient passenger demand to support 
airline competition. Regional air services are very much the lifeblood of regional, rural and remote 
communities and need to be maintained to their highest standard wherever possible. My question to 
the minister is: will the South Australian government move to implement a regulated air route between 
Adelaide and Mount Gambier? 

 The Hon. D.W. RIDGWAY (Minister for Trade, Tourism and Investment) (15:03):  I thank 
the honourable member for his question. He has asked me in my capacity representing the Minister 
for Regional Development. I met with the Minister for Regional Development this morning to have a 
discussion around Rex Airlines and the reduction of services, and the meetings and discussions that 
he has had with Rex Airlines. I am also aware of the regulated route, which is actually the 
responsibility, I believe, of the Minister for Transport, Planning and Infrastructure, the Hon. Stephan 
Knoll. 

 I will refer the honourable member's question to the Hon. Stephan Knoll because I think he 
is the minister looking at the regulated route concept. He has made some brief comments to the 
media today that he is getting his department to have a look at it to see if that is an option. I thank 
the honourable member for his question. I will not refer it to the Minister for Regional Development 
but to the minister who I think is responsible for the regulated routes. 

MODBURY HOSPITAL 

 The Hon. K.J. MAHER (Leader of the Opposition) (15:04):  I seek leave to make a brief 
explanation before asking a question of the Minister for Health and Wellbeing. 

 Leave granted. 

 The Hon. K.J. MAHER:  On Tuesday, the Minister for Health and Wellbeing informed the 
chamber that he had received advice from his department that raised concerns for patient safety with 
the Liberal Party policy of the establishment of a stand-alone high dependency unit at Modbury 
Hospital without an associated intensive care unit. I thank the minister for informing the chamber of 
that advice. Can he outline the details of that departmental advice for the benefit of this chamber? 

 The Hon. S.G. WADE (Minister for Health and Wellbeing) (15:05):  As my honourable 
colleague the Minister for Human Services would remind me, always watch in a question from the 
Leader of the Opposition. I think the honourable minister refers to it as 'verballing'. That is not a quote 
from what I said in Hansard on Tuesday. The key point, to go straight to the policy and avoid the 
petty politics that the minister so much enjoys— 

 Members interjecting: 

 The Hon. S.G. WADE:  Sorry, the former, whatever he is. 

 The Hon. R.I. Lucas:  The failed former minister. 

 The Hon. S.G. WADE:  The failed former minister, and hopes to be one day a worthy 
Leader of the Opposition. The key point in relation to the Liberal Party plan for Modbury, I have said 
repeatedly in this chamber, is not that we are going to open an HDU tomorrow. What we are 
committed to is a board in the north-eastern suburbs that is skills based, engages the community 
and engages the clinicians. Our policy on Modbury specifically says that board will look at the service 
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mix right across the Northern Adelaide Local Health Network and in that context look at increasing 
the complexity of surgery at the Modbury site, so that Modbury people can once again get their health 
services in their area. 

 The people of the north-east, as I have already alluded to earlier in my comments today, on 
17 March showed their disgust for a Labor Party that it had been relying on year in, year out to 
provide basic services like education and health, and yet had it, through the Transforming Health 
franchise, downgrade three emergency departments, including their own—Modbury—and close 
three hospitals and ask them to travel further to get not only emergency care but the sort of services 
that they had come to expect from their community hospital. 

 As I was saying earlier to members in relation to the question asked of me by the 
Hon. John Dawkins, this government listened in opposition; we are listening in government too. We 
listened to the people of the north-east and we are committed to an HDU at the Modbury Hospital 
site and going forward, in the context of an increase in the complexity of surgery, and that surgical 
mix will be determined over the coming months. Like my response to the member for Lee, no, I am 
not going to terminate the contract with the Repat one day and give the artist's impression the next. 
I am not going to apologise for taking time to engage the community in relation to their hospital and 
their services. 

 As the complexity of surgery increases, as we install an HDU, we will be able to not only 
increase the level of complex surgery available there but also increase the range of people with 
complex and chronic conditions who will be able to access the range of services that are already 
there. 

 The Labor Party somehow seems to be incredulous of the idea that you could actually 
provide critical care at Modbury Hospital. Let's remember that when the former Healthscope 
organisation managed the Modbury Hospital, it had an ICU. In fact, it was only in March 2016 that 
this opposition, then government, actually closed the HDU. If it is so incredible that you could maintain 
an HDU at Modbury Hospital, you have to ask: why did they do it up until March 2016? 

 It was interesting that in relation to this issue, I thought that people had stopped reading 
Legislative Council after my mother died, but there was a Modbury clinician who contacted me after 
one of my contributions last week and said, 'Thanks for standing up for Modbury. Could I also point 
out that the Western Hospital, a private hospital in the western suburbs, has an HDU.' 

 The failed former Labor government, now sitting on the opposition benches, seems to want 
to have a campaign to make sure that the people of the north-east don't have what they had up until 
2016. They want to make sure that the critical care services at the northern hospitals, which they 
actually slashed almost in half—and they want to deny the people of the north-east the opportunity 
to have an HDU. 

 I think Burnside has an HDU. I am told there is an HDU at Western Hospital, but I haven't 
actually confirmed that. There are critical care services maintained right across the hospital network, 
they were maintained at Modbury up until 2016, but the opposition has already started its campaign 
for the 2022 election, They are going to fight to make sure that the people of the north-east continue 
to have half as many critical care beds as they did before Transforming Health; they are going to 
fight to make sure the people of the north-east don't get a high dependency unit. 

MODBURY HOSPITAL 

 The Hon. K.J. MAHER (Leader of the Opposition) (15:10):  Supplementary arising from 
the answer: will the minister inform the chamber of the specific dangers to patient safety that his 
department has raised with him about his policy? 

 The Hon. S.G. WADE (Minister for Health and Wellbeing) (15:10):  I don't believe that 
there were specifics. 

MODBURY HOSPITAL 

 The Hon. K.J. MAHER (Leader of the Opposition) (15:10):  Supplementary arising from 
the original answer: did his department raise any concerns over patient safety with a stand-alone 
HDU at the Modbury Hospital? 
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 The Hon. S.G. WADE (Minister for Health and Wellbeing) (15:11):  I have said that 
repeatedly. The department has offered— 

 The Hon. K.J. Maher:  They raise concerns over safety. 

 The PRESIDENT:  Let the minister answer. 

 The Hon. S.G. WADE:  Let's put it this way—I must admit, I might need to go back and 
check the record—my understanding is that I have already indicated that there were concerns— 

 The Hon. K.J. Maher interjecting: 

 The PRESIDENT:  The Leader of the Opposition, let him answer in silence. It is your 
question—please, no chitchat across the aisles. Minister. 

 The Hon. S.G. WADE:  My recollection is that I have already indicated to the house that 
departmental officers have raised concerns about the proposal of an HDU in relation to patient safety, 
patient concern, whatever words were used. The fact of the matter is that there is a range of differing 
advice and the diversity of clinical advice in relation to Modbury is well-established—it has been with 
us for six months. But the people of the north-east, faced with all the evidence—the different clinical 
groups expressing their view, a whole range of different clinicians—they voted on 17 March on their 
judgement of your former government's willingness to stand up for them. 

 They were more persuaded by the 107 clinicians at the Modbury Hospital who signed the 
petition. My understanding is that 103 of them said that they wanted an HDU at Modbury, and 
whatever the balance is, four, said that they didn't want an HDU at Modbury. But the people of the 
north-east had the departmental advice offered to them by the former failed minister for health, now 
the Leader of the Opposition in the other place. They had all the arguments on the table. They knew 
what the Department of Health told me because the Department of Health told Peter Malinauskas 
that and he offered that to the people of the north-east, and they gave their verdict on 17 March and 
you don't have three seats that you had in the past. 

MODBURY HOSPITAL 

 The Hon. K.J. MAHER (Leader of the Opposition) (15:13):  Supplementary arising from 
the original answer: as the minister has informed the house, there were safety concerns raised by 
officers within his department. What were those concerns? 

 The Hon. S.G. WADE (Minister for Health and Wellbeing) (15:13):  As I have already said, 
I am not aware of any specific concerns being raised. 

 The Hon. K.J. Maher interjecting: 

 The PRESIDENT:  You have asked your question. Let the minister respond. 

 The Hon. K.J. Maher interjecting: 

 The PRESIDENT:  Let the minister respond to your question, Leader of the Opposition. 

 The Hon. K.J. Maher:  This is seriously misleading, Stephen. 

 The PRESIDENT:  We don't need commentary. 

 The Hon. K.J. Maher interjecting: 

 The PRESIDENT:  Leader of the Opposition, we don't need commentary. Let the minister 
answer. 

 The Hon. S.G. WADE:  I am not aware of details of the advice in relation to specific risks. 
To be honest with you, I would be amazed if there was. The fact the matter is, an HDU responds to 
all sorts of risks. We expect an HDU to support emergency departments in terms of deteriorating 
patients. We expect an HDU— 

 Members interjecting: 

 The PRESIDENT:  Order! Let the minister respond to the question, and through me, minister. 
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 The Hon. S.G. WADE:  We expect an HDU to be able to support a high level of complex 
surgery. We expect an HDU to be able to provide the Code Blue medical emergency response that 
a hospital needs. If the department gave me advice that an HDU could not operate safely, I would 
just assume that it related to all of the domains that an HDU operates in. 

 I am not aware of specific concerns, and I stand by my statement that the people of the 
north-east had a whole range of advice available to them leading up to the 17 March election. There 
was plenty of opportunity for the government to discredit that advice, and the people of the 
South-East put their confidence in three members who are now in seats that were formerly held by 
Labor Party members. 

MINISTERIAL RESPONSIBILITY 

 The Hon. K.J. MAHER (Leader of the Opposition) (15:15):  Last supplementary arising 
from the original answer: does the minister stand by his comments from earlier last week, or Thursday 
the week before, that he has understood and fully read all of his briefs? 

 The Hon. S.G. WADE (Minister for Health and Wellbeing) (15:15):  I don't understand 
how that arises out of the original question. If supplementaries end up being a rodeo of— 

 The Hon. K.J. Maher:  You have already said you will answer it. 

 The Hon. S.G. WADE:  I don't think I have actually. 

 The PRESIDENT:  Are you making a point of order or not? 

 The Hon. S.G. WADE:  No, I am happy to respond. 

 The PRESIDENT:  Please respond. 

 The Hon. S.G. WADE:  But the standards of the council don't rely on me to maintain them. 
The fact of the matter is that I will continue to read my briefs and continue to understand them to the 
best of my ability. 

WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES FORUM 

 The Hon. J.S. LEE (15:16):  My question is to the Minister for Human Services. Can the 
minister update the chamber about the Women with Disabilities Forum? 

 The Hon. J.M.A. LENSINK (Minister for Human Services) (15:16):  I thank the honourable 
member for her question. A forum for women with disabilities was organised by the Department of 
Human Services on 10 May at the Fullerton Park Community Centre. It combined efforts from the 
Office for Women and the disability policy unit of DHS. The facilitator was Lorna Hallahan, who is 
probably well-known to a number of people. She works for Flinders University and is a lady with a 
lived experience of disability. 

 I attended because I was very keen. I think this is a very important area of policy work to be 
undertaken, particularly in light of the direction of disability inclusion, which is framed by 
developments with the NDIS, providing choice and control to people with disabilities, and also our 
state Disability Inclusion Bill. Many people would know Margie Charlesworth, who is from Women 
with Disabilities SA. She attended, along with a range of other people as well. The topics to be looked 
at included issues to do with health, mental health, housing—I think justice was potentially on the list 
as well—and other areas that the participants would see fit to advance the cause of inclusion. 

 A report will be prepared by DHS and I think that will be very important in the development 
of the next phase of this important area. Some of these women, obviously with disabilities, can suffer 
significant disadvantages. We know that the rate of domestic violence among women with disabilities 
is higher than among the general population. They can have difficulties accessing services, such as 
pap smears and a range of other things. These were specific things that were on the agenda. So I 
look forward to receiving that report from my department so that we can look towards advancing 
these issues. 

ELECTORATE OFFICES 

 The Hon. T.A. FRANKS (15:18):  My question to the Treasurer is:  
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 1. For the benefit of the people of Hurtle Vale and Wright, will the Treasurer indicate 
when they can expect to visit their local member in their electorate, rather than four electorates 
across? 

 2. Will the Treasurer also confirm that the new member for King will stay in her current 
electorate office beyond the expiration of the lease next month and, indeed, for the duration of this 
term of parliament? 

 The Hon. R.I. LUCAS (Treasurer) (15:19):  I am delighted; I have been waiting for three 
weeks— 

 Members interjecting: 

 The PRESIDENT:  Order! Let the minister answer in silence. 

 The Hon. R.I. LUCAS:  I have been waiting for three weeks for someone to ask this particular 
question, and I am delighted to put on the public record the actual facts in relation to the issues that 
relate to the electorate offices for the members for Wright and Hurtle Vale. So I thank the 
Hon. Tammy Franks for doing us the courtesy of asking that. 

 I will get the detail of the exact date, but some 12 months prior to the state election the former 
treasurer, Mr Koutsantonis, the member for West Torrens, was advised by Electorate Services, the 
body within Treasury that has responsibility for electorate offices, in general terms—and let me 
explain the nature of the memo I have seen—that there had been a redistribution and some 
electorates did not have electorate offices and that some electorates would end up having two 
electorate offices. 

 Irrespective of who won those particular seats, whether Liberal, Labor, Greens or the 
Nick Xenophon team—whatever he was called. 

 The Hon. F. Pangallo:  SA-Best. 

 The Hon. R.I. LUCAS:  SA-Best, sorry—there would be the need for each electorate to have 
an electorate office. The recommendation that went to the former treasurer was that now was the 
time to actually start doing the work in terms of finding electorate offices for each electorate—one 
would have thought an entirely sensible proposition; one would have thought an entirely reasonable 
recommendation to go to the government. What did the former treasurer do? Not approved! Not 
approved! 

 So the responsibility, the Hon. Ms Franks, for the dilemma of the member for Wright, who is 
a former senior adviser and spin doctor in the former Labor government (so he would understand 
these processes), and the member for Hurtle Vale rests solely and entirely on the fact that the former 
treasurer, their own colleague, refused to accept the advice of Electorate Services to get off his 
backside and actually do the work that needed to be done to find electorate offices, because you 
can't just find an electorate office the next day or the next week. 

 Electorate Services advised me—and they are working as we speak, because we have 
inherited this mess—that they are working as expeditiously as they can within the general framework 
that I have given them, and that is an entirely defensible position, that is, that a member of parliament 
who represents an electorate has first dibs on the electorate office that exists in that particular 
electorate. 

 We don't have a situation where two people are claiming a particular electorate office and 
we say, 'Well, the person in the neighbouring electorate office gets first choice of the electorate office 
in that particular electorate.' There is nobody in the community who accepts the particular proposition 
that, if you have one electorate office in an electorate that it should not be the member for that area 
or electorate who should have first priority in relation to that particular office. 

 Members interjecting: 

 The PRESIDENT:  Order! 

 The Hon. R.I. LUCAS:  I am delighted—I have waited three weeks for this particular 
question—that at last the Hon. Ms Franks has asked the question, because I will now dig up the 
actual date of the memo and the terms of that particular memo that was given to the former treasurer 
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and indicate the background in greater detail than I have today of that particular recommendation, 
which was not approved. If that work had been done at that particular time, we wouldn't have had 
the set of circumstances that confront us at the moment. 

 I can assure the Hon. Ms Franks, as I have assured the two members—and we do have 
other difficult sets of circumstances as well, although not quite as problematic as the two members 
that have been referred to. The members for Gibson and Black happen to have electorate offices in 
the same electorate, but the issue is that it's at least neighbouring and is next door, and those sorts 
of issues will have to be resolved as well. It's not just these two electorate offices causing difficulties, 
but they are the ones that have caused the most grief because the nearest available electorate office 
that was vacant, other than coming into Parliament House, was some distance away. 

 In relation to the member for Hurtle Vale, we gave her the option of choosing the electorate 
office in Hurtle Vale but there is another member who is currently in that particular office. I said to 
the member for Hurtle Vale—exactly as I said to the member for King and the member for Wright in 
relation to that, but the one in relation to the southern electorates as well—that she should have the 
entitlement, if she chooses, to go into that electorate office. However, I understand she does not 
want to have her electorate office in Morphett Vale or Reynella, which is in her electorate, she wants 
to move to a different suburb in her electorate. She also said she did not want to move her colleague 
out of her office. 

 I accept that, that is her choice; but, having made that choice we had to find the nearest 
available electorate office for her to work from in the circumstances. Her argument was that if she 
took the office that was in her electorate her colleague would have to move to the next remaining 
electorate office. 

 Electorate Services tell me they are working as expeditiously as they can trying to find new 
electorate offices within the electorates for the members. There is no go-slow from those particular 
staff; they going through a process. In some cases, as in relation to Wright, there is a lack of available 
office space, and the new member did not like one of the new offerings in terms of its location—it 
was in a suburban street and not on a main road. Those sorts of issues are still being resolved with 
the member for Wright, so there is a discussion with members about the suitability of offices found. 
I conclude— 

 The Hon. T.A. Franks:  You haven't answered the question about the member for King and 
whether you will sign off on her moving. Will she stay there for the duration of her term? 

 The Hon. R.I. LUCAS:  In relation to the member for King, if I remember correctly the lease 
goes well into next year, and she will be expected to stay in the electorate office until the end of the 
lease. The greatest priority is trying to find electorate offices for members who do not have them. 
There are some others where Electorate Services have said to me, 'These offices are entirely 
unsuitable for occupational health and safety reasons and their leases are coming due. We need to 
find new offices for these particular members.' That is the next order of priority that Electorate 
Services have given me. 

 Only then would we look at a range of other circumstances. Some have said that it is not big 
enough and they want to have a look at bigger offices, or they want them in a different part of the 
electorate. We will look at those sorts of requests from members as a third order priority, but the first 
order priority is members who do not have electorate offices within their electorate, and it is not just 
the two the member has referred to, there are a number of others we also have to accommodate. 

 In relation to the member for King in particular—although not just in relation to the member 
for King—my recollection is that the lease goes well into next year and I have said to the member for 
King that that is her office and she will be there until the end of the lease on that particular office. 
Only then would we consider whether to renew the lease there, depending on the term— 

 The Hon. T.A. Franks interjecting: 

 The Hon. R.I. LUCAS:  I can only rule out the length of the term of the lease. I am sure the 
Hon. Ms Franks would be aware of leasing arrangements: the landlord has to be interested in 
extending the lease and we would then need to look at what the cost of that lease extension might 
be compared to other costs. We would address that issue at that time. 
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 However, in relation to the honourable member's question, the member for King will be 
staying in the current leased office at the very least until the end of this particular lease extension. 
We would then sit down and negotiate with the main stakeholders—the landlord and the MP—and 
with Electorate Services within Treasury to decide whether to extend the lease there or look for 
alternative accommodation. 

Address in Reply 

ADDRESS IN REPLY 

 Adjourned debate on motion for adoption. 

 (Continued from 16 May 2018.) 

 The PRESIDENT:  Before I call the honourable member, I remind honourable members that 
this is a maiden speech and the member is entitled to be heard in silence. 

 The Hon. I. PNEVMATIKOS (15:29):  Insofar as it is necessary, I rise to support the motion. 
I thank the President for the opportunity to speak for the first time as an elected Labor member of 
the Legislative Council of the South Australian parliament. I am honoured to join the Legislative 
Council. I acknowledge and pay respect to the past and present traditional custodians of this land on 
which we meet, the Kaurna people, and take example from their leadership as elders of an age-old 
tradition of stewardship and governance. 

 I congratulate the President on his election as President of this house. I thank His Excellency 
the Governor for his speech, opening the Fifty-Fourth Parliament of South Australia. My goal is to 
provide a voice on behalf of the South Australian community as we continue the work of building a 
fair, just and civil society, a society that looks after its people and sustains and protects this diverse 
state and its environment, and to make sure that we also preserve South Australia's identity and way 
of going about things among our sister states. 

 We have a lot to offer the rest of Australia, and have at many times in the past. We should 
be looking to lead the way, not meekly following along in the shadows of the Eastern States. The 
recent Tesla battery, initiated by the Weatherill Labor government, has been a huge success and is 
a great example of putting South Australia on the map as leaders in ideas and innovation. I intend to 
continue this work, using the skills and experience that I have gained in my life so far. 

 I was born in Adelaide and have lived here all my life. Greek is my first language. As a first 
generation Greek-Australian, I grew up inheriting the richness of the Greek language and culture, as 
well as embracing what was then a predominantly Anglo-Australian culture and English language. I 
was the first born in an extended family of young, newly arrived non-English speaking background 
migrant workers. 

 Growing up in our household, we were encouraged to express our views and talk about 
issues and listen to arguments from others. Our house was full of social and political discussions. I 
remember my father defending our right as children to participate in those discussions when others 
around the table thought that it was not appropriate for children to be involved. That is my 
Greek-Australian cultural tradition. It is a birthright as well as a personal responsibility. As part of my 
cultural heritage, our parents made sure we were well-educated. The right to speak and be heard is 
very important. 

 My parents grew up in Greece during the Second World War and the bitter civil war that 
followed. They experienced war, poverty, economic insecurity and were denied schooling in those 
turbulent times. They took an enormous risk to start a new life in a country they saw as one of 
peaceful and democratic civility, economic opportunity, and cultural and personal freedom. My 
parents worked hard in difficult times, carving out a life in a new country that had a different culture 
with a different language and with differing social attitudes and values. 

 My parents embraced and adapted to many customs and values that they found here, while 
also attempting to maintain their identity and the traditions of their heritage. This is a common 
migration experience. We, as a society, have a responsibility to preserve and protect our healthy 
functioning democracy. We are now seeing new waves of refugees and migrants in pursuit of this. 
They come from countries where democracy has been denied them or taken away. Most of us are 
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migrants or the descendants of migrants. The reality is that most of us came here in boats, with or 
without documents; more recently, some of us are coming in planes. Migrants have helped to build 
this country and will continue to contribute to it for the better. 

 My father died suddenly just after I had turned 17. I was studying in year 12 at the time and 
chose to leave school to become a provider for the family, helping my mum working in the family 
small business. Three years later, I got married to my husband Chris, and with his support I soon 
returned to complete year 12 as a mature-age student. My sister Fev, who completed year 12, took 
my place in the family business. I look back now and realise my whole life has been driven by a set 
of values and a personal philosophy that I now bring to my work here in parliament. At an early age, 
I learnt that we may not always be able to control the events that affect us, but we can control how 
we respond, and how we solve problems and move forward. 

 My husband Chris also made the long journey from Greece as an adult migrant, with a view 
to living in a more democratic and fairer society. He, too, came from a family that suffered through 
the Great Depression, two world wars and also a civil war. He directly experienced the effects of a 
military junta before fleeing Greece. Upon arriving in Australia, he worked in a foundry for a number 
of years before returning to study sociology and philosophy at university. 

 I was very fortunate to have his support, which also coincided with the wave of social reform 
in relation to the status of women. Many questioned why now, as a married woman, I was going back 
to study. For them, that was not my role or place. Chris and I did not share that view. Chris and I 
have been married now for nearly 40 years and have a partnership that has empowered me to 
develop my skills and talents and to continue my education and training. As a result, I have been 
able to take up a number of very different roles in paid and unpaid work that have drawn on the 
principles and philosophy of our relationship and provided the bedrock to my political ideals and 
aspirations. 

 Education has been my gateway. It has afforded me opportunities and broadened my work 
and life experiences. I continued my studies until I completed my degree in politics with honours. I 
then became a parent and then re-entered the paid workforce as a bilingual, bicultural case worker 
at the Adelaide Women's Community Health Centre. After that, I entered the union movement as a 
migrant workers' rights officer at the then Federated Miscellaneous Workers' Union. My role was 
primarily to encourage and equip non-English speaking background workers to have a more active 
role in their workplace and their union. 

 Education was a gateway for me but also for migrant women and migrant workers. They 
needed language skills and to know their rights and entitlements in order to participate more fully in 
the workplace and in our society. Education empowered me, and I saw it as a way to empower others 
as well. I applied those same principles of adult learning and education to my work in the Trade Union 
Training Authority in training union officials and worker reps. My work at TUTA further reinforced my 
understanding of the importance of education and also instilled in me the importance of workers 
being organised and bargaining collectively to achieve fair and equitable working conditions and 
remuneration. 

 If workers do not have adequate terms and conditions of employment, job security and 
decent pay so they can live, you do not have a fair and democratic society. My effectiveness in 
parliament will be measured by what I can achieve to ensure that we have a fair and equitable work 
environment in this state and therefore society. How we deal with issues such as industrial 
manslaughter, wage theft and fair pay increases determines the health of our democracy and our 
society. 

 My early experiences as an interpreter and translator for my parents, filling in forms and 
translating for them with doctors and agencies, exposed me to the barriers preventing them from fully 
participating in society as equals. Language is an equaliser; there is no doubt about that in my mind. 
As my world view expanded, I realised that a number of issues that migrants were experiencing also 
applied to women and workers generally. My understanding moved from the very specific microcosm 
of my family world and their immediate needs to understanding and appreciating the needs of society 
more generally. 
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 My next awakening came in my role as an arbitrator on the workers compensation review 
panel, which subsequently became the Workers Compensation Tribunal. In determining the fate of 
individual injured workers, we had to apply the circumstances of the individual's case to the prevailing 
law at the time. If the law was good, then you could address the issues and problems confronting the 
individual worker. Bad law meant a poor outcome for all concerned. It made me realise the huge 
influence the law generally has on people's everyday existence, even though most of us are not 
aware of it. It made me realise the importance of fair and effective lawmaking to improve people's 
lives in a systemic way rather than trying to improve things in a piecemeal fashion. 

 During my time there, I also started and completed my law degree, having realised the 
importance of the law as a tool to assist in shaping and influencing our society. In the 13 years since 
I left the tribunal, I worked as a partner in a law firm representing workers in workers compensation 
and industrial matters. This was a return to my beginnings in a number of ways. I was again a small 
business operator with all the challenges that a small employer has in meeting the needs of clients 
and staff and maintaining the financial viability of the firm. It required me to keep abreast of 
developments and changes in legislation, of which there are many, and assessing how those 
changes impacted on individual clients. It also meant that I had returned to the days of addressing 
the individual and their immediate problems. 

 That work gave me a number of lessons. The first is that no matter what your circumstances, 
people seek solutions to their problems and wish to avoid conflict and want to minimise cost. People 
do not want to go to court if they can avoid it. They just want solutions to their problems with minimal 
disruption to their lives. Another lesson was that people felt powerless, and that is because they are 
normally excluded from the process. People turn to lawyers and put their lives in our hands because 
they do not have a choice. Sometimes people feel more empowered when they have a lawyer 
representing them, but the fact that this is necessary suggests that the system is flawed. The 
structures that we have created to protect people are failing them. It is within the parliament's power 
to address this and it is our obligation to do so. 

 Throughout my working life, I have always been involved in community issues and 
organisations at the local, state and national level. I have been a founding member of the 
United Ethnic Communities, the Migrant Women's Lobby Group and the Association of Non-English 
Speaking Background Women of Australia. I have also been a member of a number of government 
committees and bodies relating to migrant and women's issues. 

 I had the privilege to be a voice for non-English speaking background women as one of three 
community representatives on the Australian federal government delegation to the United Nations 
Fourth World Conference on Women, which was held in Beijing in 1995. Previously, I had attended 
the United Nations preparatory meetings, which were held in New York in 1994. 

 My involvement in community representation and organising exposed me to the similarity of 
experiences of all people, irrespective of who they are, what position they have and which society 
they live in. There is a common set of issues and concerns of people who are disillusioned and 
disenfranchised by the systems and structures that are in place allegedly for them. 

 In my role as a parent, in my community and paid employment and throughout my career, I 
have developed a deep appreciation for the power of learning as a means to self-determination. I 
have also developed an appreciation for the need for fair and accessible structures and laws. I am 
thankful for the opportunity to undertake in this house the important work to achieve effective and 
lasting improvements in people's lives. 

 Today, I want to thank many people who gave me the support and encouragement to take 
up this role. I need to thank all the friends and family who have been involved in this journey for their 
loyal support, advice and enthusiasm. In particular, I want to thank David Gray for his support and 
friendship. I would not be standing here today without him. I also want to thank United Voice branch 
secretary David Di Troia and all United Voice staff, officials and members for their support. 

 To Cheyne Rich I offer my sincere thanks for his advice and support throughout this process. 
I did, however, have to endure his lame jokes. I thank Reggie Martin and the ALP office and all of 
my fellow candidates in both houses. For their support of my candidacy, friendship and counsel, I 
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would like to thank Kyam Maher, Mark Butler, Steve Georganas, Jenny McAlister, Katrine Hildyard, 
Blair Boyer, Steph Key, Paul Caica and Joe Szakacs. 

 There are others, and I will mention Angela Vaughan, Julie Duncan and Jo Chapley, 
candidates in the recent election with whom I worked closely. Unfortunately, they are not with me in 
this parliament. I hope they will consider putting themselves forward again, as they will be great 
assets to our party. They nominated and worked hard in difficult contests, as did many others. Thank 
you to Georgia Pavloudis, Rhiannon Pearce, Dimitri Lioulias, Nick Mavrogeorgis, George 
Kontopolous and Peggy Veloudos. I also acknowledge the support of the Greek Orthodox community 
and the Cyprian community. Finally, to my husband Chris and my two strong and wonderful 
daughters, Demi and Nefeli, and my son-in-law Tom Dunstan—thank you. 

 I ask for forgiveness from those I have failed to mention. There are many and I am so 
fortunate to have your gifts of support and effort. I thank each one of you. In particular, I am able to 
stand so steadfastly in my role because I have a foundation of love, challenge and support from my 
husband Chris and my two daughters. 

 I would like to take the opportunity to talk about a few issues that are dear to my heart. I have 
spoken about the transformative role of education in my life. I believe the wellbeing of our present 
and future society is directly commensurate with the quality and length of education and training. 
Included in that is access to language education services for new arrivals to our state to ensure 
effective and supportive integration into our community. 

 When talking about education I am not just talking about the first 18 years of our lives but 
the learning and training that is a lifelong process. It is a process that enables us to be adaptive, 
enterprising and creative in how we live our lives, how we become the people we want to be and 
provide for our family's welfare and security. Education is an investment by the state for its people 
and its future. 

 Violence against women and children is an ongoing and endemic problem. It spreads across 
all domestic and economic situations. Education, policing and intervention, justice implications, 
emergency support and financial and relocation counselling are but a few means by which the 
government can change the deeply concerning statistics and the prevailing narratives of victims of 
crime in this area. We have gone beyond simply talking about the statistics in this area. We must 
continue to develop adequately resourced programs and services that address this malaise. 

 The living and working conditions of today's South Australians are as good as they are 
because of the hard-lived experience of our predecessors. They all struggled with social change, 
post-war pressures, growing families and engaging in an enterprising work life that enabled them to 
achieve a great deal on our behalf. Our state and our country is the better for their efforts, their 
courage and their stoicism. Their legacy is our inheritance. 

 In our state we have an increasing proportion of an ageing population. It is a priority that they 
are afforded respectful and appropriate retirement services that reflect creative thinking and 
innovation. My commitment is to ensure that, through my work in this house and within the community 
as an active advocate, I stand firm for a quality of care that sees our old and frail citizens treated with 
dignity and respect. We have to do better to ensure that the contributions of our aged are celebrated 
and our most treasured citizens are included and supported to participate in community life as best 
they are able. 

 Having witnessed the backbreaking work that many workers had to endure in the past, 
including my own parents, I have a particular interest in the areas of employment security, fair work 
conditions and remuneration, and occupational health and wellbeing. My parents, the clients with 
whom I worked and members of the community all share stories similar to thousands of other 
South Australians who were not, and continue to not be, afforded fair pay and safe working conditions 
by business and industry. It was only through the vigilant advocacy of the trade unions, the 
Labor Party, women's movements and community organisations that we now have better conditions. 

 The shift to part-time, low paid and contractually limiting work conditions, and the loss of 
continuity of employment, benefits and incentives that South Australians have grown to rely on is a 
matter that we as a community have to do something about. We must ensure that we do not sacrifice 
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our hard-earned workers' rights, conditions and pay if we are not to be driven into increased levels 
of poverty and economic insecurity. 

 As a state, we face many challenges. A declining manufacturing sector, the changing nature 
of the service economy, the advent and impact of technology on work, and the predictions in relation 
to climate change are but a few such challenges. The future economic growth of the state, the nature 
and conditions of work and the regulations for safe and fair employment are matters that require 
vigilance and attention. 

 As a state, it is critical that we invest in innovative and job-creating enterprises and that we 
train and upskill our workforce to meet those new demands. We should be training people with 
transferable skills so that as our economy changes and adapts so can our workforce. Our work in 
this house is to ensure that the interests of all South Australians are kept in mind as we consider the 
legislative changes that are proposed. We should be vigilant against unintended consequences and 
that any new legislation is founded on the values and ideals that we all hold dear and ensure that the 
vulnerable and the working class in our society are always protected. 

 I draw inspiration and strength from some distinguished leaders from all walks of life and the 
many community contexts in which I work, and also from some of my political role models, such as 
Don Dunstan and Gough Whitlam. I am proud to sit on this side of the chamber with my colleagues. 
I am also proud to be one of the many women in this parliament. 

 I am a pragmatist. I have no patience for populism, spin or short-term opportunism in politics. 
Achieving social and economic justice in accordance with the principles of equity and a fair go will 
require drawing on those with experience and knowledge, both within and outside this parliament. I 
am a passionate person who truly cares about the state and its people. I will work hard and will not 
shy away from a fight that needs to be had in this chamber. I will serve the South Australian people 
with great enthusiasm and zeal. 

 Honourable members:  Hear, hear! 

 The PRESIDENT:  I congratulate the honourable member on her election and wish her well 
for her time in the council on behalf of all members of the Legislative Council. 

 The Hon. M.C. PARNELL (15:54):  I also rise to support the Address in Reply and in doing 
so I thank His Excellency the Governor for opening this session of parliament. I congratulate you, 
Mr President, on your elevation to the top chair, and I welcome the five new members of parliament 
who are our colleagues for the next four years—some of us for the next eight years, maybe—in this 
place. 

 I also acknowledge the three retiring members and we have spoken previously about the two 
members who sought re-election but were unsuccessful. I would also especially like to acknowledge 
that my colleague the Hon. Tammy Franks was re-elected, which was something that we worked 
very hard for as a party and, having been the only Green in the village for a period of four years, I 
am delighted to have a colleague with me to share the workload. We only have half of all of the 
portfolios each. A little bit like, I think it was, a former pope who divided the world up between the 
Portuguese and Spanish, we divide the portfolios up accordingly. 

 I congratulate the new government on their election. The speech for the opening of this 
session delivered by His Excellency set out some of the government's agenda. I will accept that the 
government has a mandate to bring things forward to parliament but, as others have said, they do 
not have a mandate for them to pass because a number of other people elected to this chamber took 
a contrary viewpoint. 

 I am reminded of something the Treasurer said during question time today. He said that he 
thought it would be surprising if those of us on the crossbench and on the opposition did not want to 
hold the government to every promise they made during the election. Well, I am happy to hold them 
to the good promises they made, but the lousy ones, the lousy promises, I am happy to let them go. 
I am more than happy for the government not to fulfil its promise to introduce drug sniffer dogs in 
schools, for example. That is a terrible policy—it will have unintended consequences. The good 
things they said: yes, bring it on; the bad things: no criticism from the Greens if they drop them. 
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 The Greens' mandate, along with others in this place, includes opposing some of the things 
the government has said it wants to do in its early days. They want to cap council rates—the Greens 
do not support that. They want to completely deregulate shop trading hours—the Greens do not 
support that either. There are some policies that are likely to find favour with the Greens, such as 
increased openness and transparency and measures such as journalist shield laws. In fact, I have 
already tabled in this place a freedom of information reform bill and I look forward to the government 
supporting that. 

 I really look forward and I encourage the government to show leadership in changing what I 
think is a dangerous culture that has developed within government. It is a culture that has developed 
and, I think, festered under 16 years of Labor, where the default position has always been, 'How can 
we hide this information? How can we prevent disclosure?' The Ombudsman put his finger on it. He 
said: 

 The first question in a government agency should be, 'How do we share this information with the public who 
own it?' rather than the first question be, 'How can we find an exemption in order to prevent disclosure of information?' 

But I am prepared to take the government at their word. They say they are up for reform of openness 
and transparency, and I wish them well and the Greens will support them, if that is, in fact, their 
agenda. Someone asked me a month or so ago, how was the new government going. I said that I 
thought it was going really well and that they had not done anything wrong. Of course, that led to a 
supplementary question, which was, 'Does that mean they haven't done anything yet?' and I said, 
'Well, sort of.' As some members know, and hopefully soon all members will know, I am generally a 
glass half full sort of person, so I am prepared to give the government the benefit of the doubt. 

 There are some issues which the government has not put on its legislative agenda for this 
session, which the Greens will be pursuing. My colleague Tammy Franks highlighted some of these 
yesterday and she got the ball rolling with bills to decriminalise sex work in South Australia, to 
enshrine volunteer charters for emergency services, as well as putting a motion for a select 
committee into poverty in South Australia. 

 In my portfolio areas, I intend to bring before parliament a number of issues that the 
government does appear to be reluctant to engage in. The first of these, I have to say, is climate 
change. We saw at the federal level an incredible paralysis of policy, which meant that investors had 
no certainty of where policy was heading, they could not confidently invest in new projects—
overwhelmingly, renewable energy and storage projects—and as a result, investment stalled. 

 I raised in parliament, in the first week, that we are starting to get an indication from solar 
energy, at least in South Australia, that similar policy paralysis is impacting the investment decisions 
of ordinary South Australians. They are not putting panels on the roof, even though they want to, 
because they are not sure the government is going to support, in a policy sense, that commercial 
decision they are making. 

 I am increasingly, and in a completely bipartisan way—which means I am equally critical of 
both Liberal and Labor—concerned that the ongoing support for the fossil fuel industry appears to 
be marching unabated. The present government appears to be just as supportive of new fossil fuel 
electricity generators as the previous government was. In fact, just before question time today, I gave 
evidence before the State Commission Assessment Panel, which is a subcommittee of the 
State Planning Commission, urging them not to support yet another fossil fuel power station in 
South Australia. It is now the third of these that I have done in recent months, totalling about a 
gigawatt of brand-new, climate-changing, fossil fuel power stations in South Australia. 

 If we are serious about addressing climate change, we have to start with a policy of no bad 
investments, and that means no new fossil fuel power stations. It is going to take some time to phase 
out the old ones; why on earth are we building new ones? I would also point out that, under the 
current government, they are continuing to succour and to give support for the underground coal 
gasification industry, which I spoke about not at some length but I think in my five-minute matter of 
interest speech yesterday.  

 It is one of the filthiest, dirtiest and most dangerous technologies, yet the government is 
giving them approvals to progress through the pre-feasibility stage, including construction works that 
are apparently starting on site next week. Underground coal gasification is just a ridiculous concept. 
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The global scientists tell us that if we are serious about climate change, 80 per cent of known existing 
fossil fuels have to stay in the ground. We should not be looking for new ones, and we should not be 
using the dirtiest possible techniques to exploit the reserves that we already know are there.  

 The Great Australian Bight is the next target for the commonwealth government, promoting 
new oil and gas exploration. The state government might try to conveniently hide behind the fact that 
it is in commonwealth waters and it will be a commonwealth decision, but I can tell you that nothing 
is going to happen in the Great Australian Bight without equivalent on-land facilities. Those on-land 
facilities are the responsibility of the state government.  

 If the state government says they are not going to support a new oil and gas industry in the 
Great Australian Bight and they are not going to approve new on-land facilities to support those 
offshore activities, then that industry is dead in the water. We want to see some leadership from the 
government. It will be the next big campaign, especially with every conservation group in the state 
dead against offshore oil and gas. 

 South Australia can be a world leader in renewable energy and storage, and we have to 
make sure that this new government preferably gets behind it but, at the very least, gets out of the 
way. The industry is speaking. They are speaking with their investment dollars. They want to build 
new renewable energy facilities and storage. They do not want to build new coal-fired power stations. 
There will never be another coal-fired power station built in this country, and I would be very surprised 
if too many of these gas ones get built either. So the government, ideally, should get behind 
renewables, but at the very least, get out of the way. 

 Another issue that is coming up—and I think the Governor referred to this, or certainly 
ministers have since the opening of parliament—is that the mining law proposals that were tabled 
towards the end of the last session of parliament are going to be revived. My plea to the government 
is to not just bring back the bill that the Labor Party introduced, but go back and look at those parts 
of the act that provide for community participation.  

 The new ministers, many of them from country areas, know that the imbalance is well 
recognised by farmers and by others in the rural community. They have no rights when it comes to 
mining. They do not want to be treated like mushrooms. They expect to have a say on mining 
proposals, and they also expect that decision-makers will actually weigh up the pros and cons of 
short-term mining projects versus long-term farming projects. 

 A classic example was the Hillside mine, over on Yorke Peninsula—maybe 15 years of 
relatively common minerals versus potentially thousands of years of ongoing sustainable agricultural 
production. Why would you sterilise several thousand hectares of some of the best barley growing 
land in South Australia for a short-term mining project? 

 There are other mines, obviously. We have the Bird-in-Hand mine in the Adelaide Hills, 
where you have direct contact between the growing lucrative winery industry, cellar doors and a 
range of other agricultural/horticultural pursuits in the Hills, again weighed up against short-term 
mining proposals. 

 Another issue that I think will be dominant in this next session of parliament—and I know that 
some members will be groaning at this thought—is planning, which will be back on the agenda. It 
was, I think, the longest debate we had in the last session of parliament. That might have put the 
framework in place, but really the detail is yet to come. I expect that, whether it is in this chamber or 
in the committees of parliament, we will spend a lot of time talking about the future of our state, our 
suburbs, our cities, our towns, how development will occur, what will be allowed where and, most 
importantly, what rights citizens have to participate in decisions that affect their quality of life. 

 Time does not permit me to go through all the issues that the Greens will pursue in the next 
session of parliament, but I will just finish with this one. I am again, with my glass half full, encouraged 
at what I have heard from the government about parliamentary reform. I know, through my 
discussions with various what were opposition members now ministers and government 
backbenchers, that there is an appetite for reform. 

 Certainly, the committee system has been mentioned, whether that is the restructure, the 
consolidation of committees or other aspects. We got rid of those cars and drivers. I have already 
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put on the record that I think we need to reconsider the pay structure for committees; in other words, 
get rid of the chairs' pays: I do not think they are deserved, I do not think they are necessary and I 
do not think the public even know about them. 

 Also on the question of parliamentary reform, I am encouraged that there are noises from 
the government about standing orders reform. I am not 100 per cent sure of my facts here (but 
someone will correct me), but I believe the Standing Orders Committee met last century—I was told 
1999. It may have met since, but I do not think it has resulted in any reform since, so I am very keen 
to see that. There is some low-hanging fruit that can bring this parliament into the digital age, but 
there are a lot of other reforms we could look at as well. 

 I am very keen to bring this parliament and this chamber into the 21st century. I have chewed 
a few ears already about how the Victorian parliament does things: they have an attitude which is 
that the parliament can engage with citizens independently of the members, and I think that is 
fantastic. There are online petitions in the Victorian parliament now. They are tweeting away at the 
hearings that are being held, the witnesses and all the different programs going on. They absolutely 
encourage the citizens of Victoria to engage with their parliament, and I think we can do a lot more 
in that space. 

 I will finish with something that I hope will have fairly unanimous support. Again, I reference 
the Victorian parliament which, in the last several months, became the first White Ribbon accredited 
parliament as a workplace. That is something that we can do here. I have taken on to get the ball 
rolling with that, so I will be writing to the men in parliament, I think. It is the White Ribbon movement, 
which, as we know, has often been driven by women, but part of the agenda is to make sure that 
ultimately it is driven by men. I think we need to get together a multiparty group that pursues White 
Ribbon workplace accreditation for the state parliament. That would be a great initiative for this 
First Session of the Fifty-Fourth Parliament. 

 The PRESIDENT:  Before I call the honourable member, I advise members of the council 
that this is the honourable member's maiden speech, and she is entitled to be heard in silence. The 
Hon. Ms Bourke. 

 The Hon. E.S. BOURKE (16:09):  I rise to speak in reply to His Excellency's speech in 
opening this session of the South Australian parliament. I thank His Excellency the Governor for 
opening the Fifty-Fourth Parliament, and I congratulate you, Mr President, on your election to the 
position of presiding officer. I trust we will all benefit from your knowledge and guidance. 

 I also congratulate all other newly elected members, particularly those on this side of the 
house, the Hon. Clare Scriven and the Hon. Irene Pnevmatikos, and I congratulate the 
Hon. Frank Pangallo and the Hon. Connie Bonaros, as well as my friends and colleagues in the other 
place, Jayne Stinson, Blair Boyer, Michael Brown and, of course, the new member for Croydon, the 
Labor leader Peter Malinauskas. 

 I was humbled to join the member for Croydon's team as his shadow assistant minister. 
Peter, your passion, determination and work ethic is second to none, and under your leadership I 
wholeheartedly believe the party is in safe hands. I also acknowledge the contributions that were cut 
short by the recent election, Tom Kenyon and Annabel Digance, and the contributions of retiring 
members in both this chamber and the other place. 

 I do not bring to these benches a degree in law, economics or commerce. Unlike many of 
my esteemed colleagues on both sides of the chamber, I do not bring a lifetime of experience. 
However, I do bring two things that I hope will be of tangible and longstanding benefit to the 
parliament and therefore to our state. Along with many others in this chamber I share a common 
interest, a proud and personal connection, with regional South Australia, a topic I will expand upon 
in a moment. The second thing I bring—and this goes to the very core of who I am and what I hope 
to achieve here—is a strong and unwavering belief in the value of community. 

 When thinking about this concept I have often reflected on the words of a dear and much-
loved friend and mentor, Amanda Rishworth. She used these words during her first address to the 
House of Representatives, 'society is like a woven cloth, one in which many threads come together 
to make a cohesive whole, a unified fabric.' For me this cloth is a tapestry, a tapestry of lives past 
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and present whose threads cross and recross one another creating a community, a community that 
is linked together by people, not buildings. 

 I know too well that it is not the bricks and mortar of a school building that enables a child to 
reach his or her potential; rather, it is the teacher who invests in the individual. Similarly, it is the 
doctor who gives empathy and comfort in times of need and the business owner of a small country 
town who gives everything they have back to keeping a community together. It is the people who 
make South Australia a proud, humble and colourful tapestry, the people we all represent. 

 The vital importance of community was once again reinforced in my mind when travelling 
back to Adelaide this past Easter after a family holiday in Robe. After a two-hour drive and one too 
many rounds of I-spy, the lakeside town of Meningie provided the reprieve my family so dearly 
needed. There my three young girls—twins Madeleine and Annabelle who are seven, and Lucy who 
is almost four—disappeared to test run the local playground. 

 The town was abuzz with families travelling home from the Easter break and as I enjoyed 
one of the 40 kilograms of sausages sizzled up by the faithful Lions Club volunteers I listened to the 
all-too-familiar conversation of the playground unfold. A single mum juggling the demands of three 
little ones, and a dad laying the ultimate Easter threat, 'Come now or there'll be no more Easter eggs.' 
Each family had a story and I am sure each had challenges, but how do we in this chamber support 
the single mum and the dad rounding up his kids? How do we get the balance right? How can we 
ensure we do not leave a loose thread unattended, threatening to unravel the tapestry? These are 
just some of the questions I hope to answer throughout my time in parliament. 

 Just as it is people who shape a community, it is family that shapes an individual. I grew up 
surrounded by four siblings—Colleen, Bronwyn, Sonya and Steven—on a cereal and cattle farm at 
Cunningham on Yorke Peninsula. I would like to take this moment to thank my siblings for their love, 
honesty and guidance. But perhaps it will be their relentless taunts during my childhood that will best 
prepare me for this house. 

 Politics was never a conversation starter at the Bourne family kitchen table, and there was 
never any mention of the Labor Party in our relatively conservative household. The overriding family 
values were a belief in work and translating ideas into action. My parents, Austin and Dianne, worked 
hard, and continue to do so, to ensure we did not go without—a quality that has passed through 
generations. 

 Mum and Dad, thank you for all you have given to our family and your community. I am sure 
there must have been times when you wished you did not have to provide the updates to family and 
friends about your daughter joining the Labor Party. But without hesitation, you have wholeheartedly 
supported me and my family every step of the way. I am not sure I should put this on the record but 
my parents did lift the bar when they decided to volunteer and hand out how-to-vote cards for the 
Labor Party in the very removed community of Kingston, some three hours away from 
Yorke Peninsula. 

 My family has never been one to shout about its achievements, but today I would like to 
indulge a little to acknowledge a proud history my parents, siblings, forefathers and mothers have 
helped weave. The family stories that are handed down through generations remind us of the 
struggles and sacrifices made to enable us to enjoy what surrounds us today. Aboard the first migrant 
ships to reach the shores of South Australia was a young brickmaker, Joseph Stace, and his wife, 
Eliza. Sadly, Eliza's life was cut short and she became one of the first registered burials in the 
West Terrace Cemetery. 

 It is humbling to know that your family's pioneering hands were among the first to carve the 
bricks to build the homes and stores that would help shape South Australia. Generations passed and 
so did the family service to the community. After my grandfather, Colin Stace, returned from service 
in World War II, unknowingly to him his new Scarfe Steel client's son would one day marry his only 
daughter, Dianne. His new client, Bourne Engineers, also played a pivotal role in transforming the 
landscape of South Australia. 

 As family folklore proclaims, Stanier Bourne was the first registered blacksmith in 
South Australia, but to avoid possibly misleading the house in my first speech I will add that he was 
one of the first. The family moved from Price to Arthurton before finding a permanent home at the 
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coastal town of Pine Point. It was here that my grandfather, Howard, and Dad's innovation and hard 
work would come to fruition. 

 To this day, the iconic footprint of the over 100-year-old family business can be seen by 
holiday-makers as they travel through Pine Point to popular Yorke Peninsula destinations. During 
the 1960s, Bourne Engineers grew from a father and son operation in a small shed to a workshop 
with up to 40 employees. The father and son duo went on to register patents in both Australia and 
the United States for more than 30 machinery and equipment designs, including the Bourne 
compound and the automatic stone loader. 

 It would be remiss of me not to mention the magical and compassionate thread that held this 
family success together, my jolly grandma, Violet, who we like to think was our queen. One of my 
grandma's favourite stories to share came about from the inception of the Bourne stone loader. If it 
were not for my grandma's insistence on setting the table with teacup and saucer, the stone loader 
concept may have never eventuated. The father and son duo set about turning their kitchen table 
party trick of collecting used tea bags with their saucer into the centrepiece of the automatic stone 
loader, the driving disc. The stone loader went on to change the landscape of stone-infested fields 
across the nation and abroad. 

 The Bourne factory may have a new modern look, but the Bourne ethos woven by my 
forefathers and dad lives on. In my office, I proudly display a photo of my father standing next to a 
Bourne compound to remind me daily that bold ideas should not stay on a piece of paper nor remain 
just a teacup and saucer. It is a picture that serves as a constant reminder of how much we can 
achieve with vision, determination and creativity. 

 Last month, I returned to my old school, Maitland Area, which has now been renamed 
Central Yorke. I have fond memories of my high school days and classmates, so much so that I 
married one, Aemon Bourke. Aemon, we have come a long way from the sandpit we shared together 
at Maitland kindy, and I could not be prouder of you and the journey we have paved together. Aemon, 
you are my everything. Thank you for your greatest gift, our grounding, fun-loving girls, Madeleine 
and Annabelle, and our little Lucy Violet who, like my grandma Violet, is the queen ruler of our 
household. 

 A number of my other fellow classmates and friends are also here today or watching from 
the comfort of their tractors while seeding, friends Aemon and I have shared so many milestones 
with: Peita, Matt, Penny, Paul, Damien, Nicola, Shaun, Leanne, Adam and Lisa. Thank you for your 
patience, love, support and the many laughs we have shared. 

 As I was saying, upon my return to Central Yorke School, I was welcomed by the faces of 
familiar teachers and, despite the name change, one thing remained: the unique musk smell. During 
my visit, I had the pleasure of spending time with five year 4 students: Summer Davies, 
Tyson McWaters, Sean Millar, Kiala Andrews and Ameerah Wilson, who was the daughter of one of 
my fellow classmates. I was joined by two aspiring police officers, a teacher, a farmer and a 
firefighter. 

 Like my children, they are the fresh new threads in the tapestry. They will help shape, build 
and protect communities but only if they are provided the tools and support needed to reach their 
potential. Like me, they may leave Maitland to further their studies and return, as I did, to support 
their community with a new set of skills. 

 The new-found skills that I gained while studying in Adelaide led me back home to work for 
the Yorke Peninsula Country Times, run by the Ellis family. I would like to take this moment to 
congratulate the new member for Narungga in the other place, Fraser Ellis, on his recent election. 
Country papers like the YPCT provide more than stories inked on paper. They provide the pages 
that record the achievements and hardships, the pages that bind a community. 

 In a last desperate pitch to continue to call YP home, I ran the first of many election 
campaigns on the streets of Yorke Peninsula towns in the lead-up to the 2006 election. Like many 
inexperienced campaigners, I was sure we were in with a chance. Labor had a great candidate, 
Aemon Bourke, who, as ever a realist but thankfully kind-hearted, humoured my enthusiasm. It will 
not surprise you to learn, Mr President, that Labor did not win the seat of Goyder in 2006, but it turned 
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out to be an invaluable experience, one that led me to work in the corridors of state and federal 
parliament, in party office and, until recently, with Labor's formidable leader, premier Jay Weatherill. 
Today, I find myself back to where my political working life commenced, on the red carpet. Never did 
I anticipate that I would return as a member in this chamber, trusted with the overwhelming 
responsibility of serving this great state. 

 I would also like to take this moment to thank the Hon. Russell Wortley for providing the first 
opportunity to enter the political sphere. I have been asked by many how I find myself in this chamber. 
The answer is: nothing extraordinary, just hard work. Aemon often reminds me that it is not hard, it 
is just hard work. I truly believe it is not hard if you believe that what you are doing will make someone 
else's life that little bit better. 

 The pavements of many suburbs in both metropolitan and regional South Australia have 
taken me and countless other Labor volunteers to the doors of hardship, grief and success. These 
are the conversations that have motivated me to ensure that the necessary social, economic and 
fair-go threads that are in Labor's DNA are kept in place. 

 Labor nominated a young mum to stand in a safer seat in parliament. Entering the Legislative 
Council is an honour afforded to few and I am truly humbled to represent the Labor Party in this 
chamber, an honour I had never anticipated. I am also humbled by the confidence dear friends like 
Don and Nimfa Farrell, Amanda Rishworth, Nick Champion, Tom and Anthea Koutsantonis, 
Shannon Sampson, Victoria and Michael Brown, Dan Romeo, Nick Bolkus, Tom Carrick-Smith, 
Niki Peak and many more have given me. You have continued to push me well and truly beyond my 
comfort and I will forever be grateful. 

 To the powerhouse of the party, Labor's members and dedicated volunteers, Labor's 
achievements would not be possible without your thankless and unwavering commitment to Labor 
and your communities. To Young Labor, I will always be proud to wear my red shirt and stand with 
you. I am comforted knowing that the talent pool of Young Labor is lapping the edges. To the 
campaign guru himself, Reggie Martin, you have taken our great party from strength to strength and, 
like me, many have benefitted from your wise guidance and friendship. Thank you. 

 I would also like to thank Pam Perry for joining my office. Like many working families, we 
would not have survived the juggle of work and family without the support of my loving in-laws, Peter 
and Carol Bourke, and my niece Stacey. Thank you for always being there. 

 Unknowingly, my first job gave me an early appreciation of the necessity of the union 
movement, which I unfortunately was not part of at the time. I was working at one of the few 24/7 fast 
food stores in Adelaide and, as one of the oldest employees, I found myself working the graveyard 
shift, midnight to 3 or 5am. Study was never productive after a night serving burgers, but I worked 
hard and I kept quiet. Bills needed to be paid. I made employee of the month and was rewarded with 
additional late-night hours. I finally built up the courage to request a little more balance and was 
rewarded with—you guessed it—a slashing of hours. If only I had taken the steps to join the union, I 
have no doubt the SDA would have come in to bat for my rights. 

 Under the leadership of Sonia Romeo and Josh Peak, the union is in safe hands. I thank you 
both for your support and, most importantly, your unwavering commitment to the Labor movement. 
The SDA and the movement is better for having you in the thick of it. Labor has demonstrated time 
and time again that we will stand up for the dignity of a job, and we will continue to do so. 

 As a daughter of a small business owner, I appreciate the sacrifices made at both a family 
and business level. My parents often went without an income to ensure their workers could keep the 
dignity and security a job brings to an individual, their family and, ultimately, a community—a sense 
of belonging. It is important economically but it is essential socially. 

 No-one could have predicted, months after the closure of Holden, for the headlines to read 
'Low unemployment and fastest growing economy in the nation.' Under the leadership of 
Jay Weatherill and Mike Rann, Labor left South Australia in better shape than they found it, a legacy 
Labor can be proud of. Labor guided the state through times of global uncertainty and we have 
emerged as a stronger state. 
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 Labor delivered on bold ideas that allowed change to follow and we put ideas forward that 
challenged the community to consider new directions for the state, ideas that were not always 
successful but that Labor was bold enough to take from the paper on which they were inked to the 
community to decide. These decisions created an unprecedented confidence across the state, the 
confidence to employ more South Australians. I only hope this confidence is not diminished by a 
threat facing our growers, suppliers and sellers. 

 The government's proposal to deregulate shop trading hours has the potential to remove a 
vital community thread, a thread that currently protects a social and economic balance. Yes, the 
simple line, 'Do you want to shop more?' is an easy line to sell, but at what cost? Will we see fewer 
families like the ones I saw at the Meningie playground during Easter, if mums, dads and young 
employees are required to work on public holidays, Saturdays, and Sunday nights? Who will be 
visiting our regions and providing the economic boost that public holidays bring to these 
communities? 

 I fear that the weight of deregulation will see the back of many small businesses, the engine 
room of South Australia. I fear that the government's open-slather approach will see many of our 
favourite South Australian brands, stores and familiar faces disappear from our main streets, street 
corners and communities. That is the unambiguous difference between Labor and the government: 
Labor is standing with small business to protect local jobs, the government for the duopoly. 

 Growing up in a small regional community is a privilege, a privilege I will always treasure. I 
appreciate that more can be achieved if you work as a collective community. I appreciate that the 
services available to you are often fought for and delivered by volunteers in your community. One 
thread cannot weave a cloth, just as one person cannot bind a community or a government. 
Mr President, I look forward to working with you and fellow members in both houses to continue to 
advance our great state. 

 Honourable members:  Hear, hear! 

 The PRESIDENT:  I congratulate the honourable member on her election and, on behalf of 
the members of the council, wish her all the best for her time in this chamber. Before I call the 
Hon. Mr Pangallo, I remind members that this is the honourable member's maiden speech and he is 
entitled to be heard in silence. The Hon. Mr Pangallo. 

 The Hon. F. PANGALLO (16:34):  I rise to address the house. May I ask for the customary 
courtesy and indulgence extended to maiden speeches. Firstly, may I congratulate you, 
Mr President, on your elevation to the chair of this house. I would also like to congratulate all the 
newly elected members: my SA-Best colleague the Hon. Connie Bonaros, the Hon. Clare Scriven, 
the Hon. Emily Bourke and the Hon. Irene Pnevmatikos, as well as those re-elected here and in the 
other place. A salutation to Emily and also Irene for their inspirational and powerful speeches today. 

 I thank all the honourable members who have given us a warm welcome. To be standing 
here before you as a member of the South Australian parliament is, without question, a humbling 
honour. To represent this great state is an enormous privilege. I promise to serve with humility, 
honesty, integrity and purpose, to achieve what is in the best interests of our citizens. As 
Winston Churchill once said, 'You make a living by what you get; you make a life by what you give.' 
The responsibility of determining our history and the destiny of current and future generations is a 
daunting commission which is not lost on me. 

 As we all know, life often takes many unexpected, unpredictable and unintended twists and 
turns. It is not the decision you make that counts the most, it is the reason you have taken it. After 
almost five decades in the media industry, this is one position I never anticipated filling. Ironically, 
after giving so much stick to politicians as a journalist, I now find myself in defence of them. 

 I have heard commentators describe this place as a retirement home and a pay-off—a fallacy 
when you review what has been done by the Legislative Council, not only as a house which 
scrutinises bills but also as a place where important ones have been introduced. I have also observed 
and experienced the enormous unsung workload politicians undertake and the energy they put into 
serving their communities while making personal sacrifices along the way. As Albert Einstein 
succinctly put it, 'Only a life lived for others is a life worthwhile.' That is a credo I regard highly. 
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 I myself am a product of Australia's multicultural diversity that contributed to the building of 
this nation. My parents and two eldest brothers arrived in South Australia in 1952 from southern Italy 
as part of the post-war European diaspora. Two years later, I was born at the Mile End Hospital in 
the inner west. A sister and a brother followed. My parents battled extremely hard as labourers and 
process workers to put a roof over our heads and provide us with the education they never had, 
along the way with valuable lessons in dealing with whatever fate came our way. 

 From a very young age, my working-class background gave me an appreciation and 
understanding for social injustices and inequality that exist in our society. I believe it has made me 
the type of person I am today. To be a voice for the voiceless, I will rush to the defence of the 
wronged, the oppressed, the vulnerable and those unable to defend themselves. I plan to be a 
conduit for the conscience of the people I serve. 

 My interest in the world of politics, news and public affairs was stimulated by my late father. 
They will be glad to hear this on the other side: he was a staunch Labor man to his last breath. As 
his grasp of English was not strong, he would ask me to translate the daily news for him. This boosted 
my general knowledge considerably and it astonished my teachers and headmaster at Thebarton 
Primary School when they conducted a quiz to select a male and female student to represent the 
school at Government House for a visit by the Queen Mother in March 1966. Only a female classmate 
and I could correctly answer the tie breaker, naming the ceremonial title the Queen had just conferred 
on Sir Robert Menzies, the Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports. 

 That set me on my career path, which began in 1972 just across the road on North Terrace, 
as a copyboy of the now extinct afternoon newspaper, The News, which at the time was the epicentre 
of Rupert Murdoch's still growing empire. It was one of those unplanned, impulsive decisions. I was 
halfway through my matriculation (now year 12) at Underdale High School and hating it, when the 
job, which paid $14 for a six-day 60-hour week, came up. Even if I was starting at rock bottom as a 
messenger boy, just to be involved in the daily news gathering process still excited me. While the 
principal mocked my intentions and tried to discourage me from dropping out, I followed my gut 
instinct. 

 Two years later, I was a cadet and a tiny player in a highly-skilled global organisation. In 
between the drudgery of typing out TV and radio programs, I was understudy to senior staff, helping 
compile reports on a diverse range of topics, from crime, courts and councils to parliament, industrial 
relations and sport. At News Limited, you got thrown in at the deep end and it was sink or swim. The 
constant deafening clatter of a battery of typewriters in a tobacco smoke-filled room on deadline was 
an adrenaline-pumping experience. 

 Among my first major news events as a contributor was Cyclone Tracy, the Khemlani Loans 
Affair and the dismissal. The latter fired up my dad so much that he dragged me to migrant and 
workers rallies in Victoria Square where enraged Labor luminaries, Gough Whitlam, ACTU boss 
Bob Hawke, Clyde Cameron and Don Dunstan whipped the infuriated party faithful into a frenzy. 

 The News was a tremendous training ground for young journalists, many of whom went on 
to bigger things—Mr Leon Bignell being just one. I was thrilled to rise through the ranks to become 
the paper's then youngest editor and they reminded me—not using this word, though—the first from 
an ethnic background. When it finally folded, The News was Australia's last afternoon daily and had 
the distinction of being the country's first true colour newspaper. 

 Coincidentally, my name first entered the hallowed annals of Hansard in this very chamber 
in the mid-1980s. The then Labor health minister, the Hon. Dr John Cornwall, branded me 'The 
Eggbeater' after a series of newspaper stories on mismanagement in health. It is nice to know things 
have not changed in that department. 

 I went on to carve a multifaceted career in other media, radio and television, where I spent 
the best part of 25 years with the Seven Network in various senior roles. I will forever be thankful for 
the opportunity Seven gave me, broadening my skills and horizons, seeing the world, doing what I 
loved. Not in my wildest dreams, as a copyboy who dropped out of school with no formal 
qualifications, did I ever think it could be possible. But, as my 18-year-old son Connor, who himself 
faced and spectacularly met his own challenges, reminds me, the only person who can unlock the 
door to success is you. Others can give you the key, but it is up to you to open that lock. 
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 As the Hon. Rob Lucas, with whom I have had cordial dealings since almost his first day in 
parliament, has already pointed out, I am a probably best remembered for my provocative skirmishes 
on Today Tonight. I was involved with the program from conception in 1995 until July 2017. Now it 
only screens in South Australia and Western Australia. Since 2001, the Adelaide version has won 
every ratings week in its 6.30 timeslot. It is an Australian TV record, unlikely to be bettered in this 
climate of digital media disruption. I am particularly proud to be part of its success and the positive 
outcomes achieved for so many that often went unnoticed or were ignored by cynical detractors. 

 Still, I have been stereotyped for the controversial and colourful moments dotted through my 
career, asking the hard questions and making scoundrels accountable. I have chased on foot a blind 
Casanova conman through the streets of Hobart, pulling a hamstring in the process, and had dodgy 
builders take swings. There have been rotten removalists, serial shonks and cult leaders. I threw up 
over a pilot while filming a story on aerial acrobatics. Frank Sinatra's bodyguard and rockers 
Rod Stewart and Rolling Stone Ronnie Wood wanted to knock my block off. Sophia Loren told me 
where to go. Diego Maradona dug his elbow painfully deep into my ribs, and I once drove a stoned 
reggae star, Bob Marley, for a wobbly kick of a soccer ball when he came to Adelaide in the 1970s. 

 However, the stories I am most proud of are the investigations which, long before the current 
royal commission, uncovered banking and financial planning fraud and malpractice, where regulators 
failed miserably in their duty to act. They also included exposing child sex abuse and elderly abuse 
in nursing homes, while our authorities shamefully turned their backs; advocating for the forgotten in 
our society; revealing government waste and incompetence; assisting the families of deceased war 
veterans gain proper recognition for their service that was cruelly denied; and supporting dying 
asbestos victims who were being bullied by James Hardie. 

 I intend to continue this type of advocacy during my term in this parliament. Transparency 
and accountability are paramount and vital for democracy and for our system of government to work 
competently and productively. SA-Best went to the state election with many excellent policy 
initiatives, which I and the Hon. Connie Bonaros intend to vigorously pursue and prosecute. We, too, 
won a mandate.  

 We will support measures that prosper and stimulate the economy and create employment; 
provide incentive for business; promote clean, renewable energy initiatives; bring down the cost of 
living; improve lifestyle for families; reduce harm from drug abuse and gambling addictions; advance 
learning standards in our schools; retain our best young minds and reverse the interstate exodus; 
protect the community and the environment; and have a health and aged-care system that works 
effectively and efficiently, delivering the highest standard of care all of us deserve. To borrow from 
the words of Theodore Roosevelt, this state will not be a good place for any of us to live in unless we 
all make it a good place to live in. 

 In closing, there are many people I would like to pay tribute to, starting with Nick Xenophon, 
who encouraged me to run. Nick is an extraordinary and sincere human being with a brilliant political 
mind, who devoted 20 years of his life fighting the good fight for South Australia in this house and in 
the Senate. His achievements have been immense and we will miss his intellect and input. I am 
confident Nick will emulate a man he admires the most, California Governor Jerry Brown, and make 
a comeback. 

 To those who helped during the campaign, there were too many to mention individually here, 
but I will single out my niece, Marita Golding, for all the effort she put in while expecting her first child, 
Scarlett. To my family, my late father and my wonderful mother, Maria, now in her 93rd year, who 
continues to give us her love and support. I thank my siblings, Mick, Pat, Lisa and Joe, for their 
support; and my mother-in-law and father-in-law, Vicky and Con Economos.  

 My boys, Connor and Alex, put in a lot of hours and did an amazing job pulling together my 
fundraiser and helping in the campaign, and Mark, my eldest son, with my younger brother Joe, also 
chipped in on the campaign trail and on election day. Finally, the person who is largely responsible 
for me coming this far is my beautiful wife Angie. Her unconditional love, immense support, words of 
wisdom and guidance through challenging times I shall always treasure. 

 Thank you, Mr President, and I hope you will one day read my book, which I will write when 
the last chapter—here—concludes. 
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 Honourable members:  Hear, hear! 

 The PRESIDENT:  I congratulate the honourable member on his election and, on behalf of 
the honourable members in this chamber, I wish him well in his time contributing to the life of the 
council. 

 Debate adjourned on motion of Hon. I.K. Hunter. 

 The PRESIDENT:  I have to inform the council that His Excellency the Governor has 
appointed 3.45 pm on Tuesday 29 May 2018 as the time for the presentation of the Address in Reply 
to His Excellency's opening speech. 

Personal Explanation 

AUSTRALIAN HOUSING AND URBAN RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

 The Hon. J.M.A. LENSINK (Minister for Human Services) (16:50):  I seek leave to make 
a personal explanation. 

 Leave granted. 

 The Hon. J.M.A. LENSINK:  Earlier today in question time, I was quizzed about the 
Australian Housing and Urban Research Institute (AHURI), which has an annual research agenda 
with eight Australian universities, including the University of Adelaide and the University of 
New South Wales. I advised in question time that contributions are made by a number of state and 
territory governments. 

 I would like to confirm that, for several years, the South Australian government has been 
making an annual contribution to AHURI's research agenda, and that in the 2017-18 year that 
contribution, which would have been signed off and agreed to by my predecessors in government, 
was in the order of $125,000. I look forward to providing— 

 The Hon. I.K. HUNTER:  Point of order, Mr President. 

 The Hon. J.M.A. LENSINK:  —more information on this organisation as it comes to hand. 

 The PRESIDENT:  Let me hear the point of order. The Hon. Mr Hunter. 

 The Hon. I.K. HUNTER:  A member makes a personal explanation to this chamber when 
they believe they have been misquoted or wrongly accused of something. The Hon. Ms Lensink is, 
in fact, not doing that. 

 The Hon. J.M.A. LENSINK:  I have been misrepresented in the other house by that grub, 
the member for West Torrens. 

 The PRESIDENT:  The Hon. Mr Hunter, I am prepared to let the member preface her 
remarks— 

 The Hon. J.M.A. LENSINK:  Once again, as he did when I first came here. 

 The PRESIDENT:  —with some context. I will hear her out. 

 The Hon. I.K. HUNTER:  Indeed, Mr President, but she needs to make very clear the context 
in which she is standing up to give a matter of a personal explanation. 

 The PRESIDENT:  Yes, I am letting the member do that. The Hon. Ms Lensink. 

 The Hon. J.M.A. LENSINK:  I am sorry, Mr President, what would you like me to do? 

 The PRESIDENT:  I want you to proceed. Continue. 

 The Hon. J.M.A. LENSINK:  That was the conclusion of my remarks, but I will have more to 
say when I have more information. 

 The PRESIDENT:  Thank you. 

 The Hon. K.J. Maher:  So that's what you are allowed to do for personal explanations now? 
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 The PRESIDENT:  I do not need commentary from you, Leader of the Opposition. If you 
want to make a comment, please stand. 

 Members interjecting: 

 The PRESIDENT:  I cannot anticipate what the honourable member is going to say. I do not 
have forethought. I listened, and the member has finished. 

 Members interjecting: 

 The PRESIDENT:  Do not debate me, seated, from the floor. 

 Members interjecting: 

 The PRESIDENT:  Order! 

 

 At 16:53 the council adjourned until Tuesday 29 May 2018 at 14:15. 
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