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was $2.26 million. Just two years later, on 30 June 2003, the
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL level of funds in that trust account increased to
$6.25 million—an increase of just over $4 million.
The Hon. A.J. Redford: Three hundred per cent.

The PRESIDENT (Hon. R.R. Roberts)took the chair The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: But there is more! When one
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at 2.15 p.m. and read prayers. looks at 30 June this year, the level of funds in the Crown
Solicitor’s trust account is now $12.42 million. In the space
LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE of three years, there has been an increase in the Crown

Solicitor's trust account of just over $10 million. All
The Hon. J. GAZZOLA: 1bring up the fifth report of the members will be aware of the claims by this government, and

committee. the Treasurer in particular, of the supposedly strict financial
Report received. controls that the Treasurer and Treasury have implemented—
The Hon. J. GAZZOLA: | bring up the sixth report of The Hon. J.F. Stefani:Tight fiscal management.

the committee. The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: And tight fiscal management, as
Report received and read. the Hon. Mr Stefani indicates. My questions are as follows:

1. Given the extraordinary increase in funds lodged in the
Crown Solicitor’s trust account, why did the Treasurer not,
in his bilateral meetings with the Attorney-General and senior
officers over the past two years, raise questions as to the
reasons why there had been such a significant increase in

PAPERS TABLED

The following papers were laid on the table:
By the Minister for Industry and Trade (Hon. P.

Holloway)— . 7
y) Crown Solicitor trust account fund levels?

River lerray Act 2003TReport’ ?003_04 o 2. Given that the Treasurer has indicated that the Ex-
By the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and Reconciliation penditure Review Committee of the Rann government

(Hon. T.G. Roberts)— maintained a strict monitoring of financial expenditure within
Reports, 2003-04— government departments and agencies and their accounts,
Ade'ac';de Eme”a'”smﬁm lce””e. . g why did the Treasurer and other cabinet ministers not seek a
Non-Government Schools Registration Board. response from the Attorney-General and senior officers in the
MURRAY RIVER Attorney-General's Department as to the reasons for the

significant increase in funds held in the Crown Solicitor’s

The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Industry and trust account?
Trade): | lay on the table a copy of a ministerial statement The Hon. R.D. Lawson: It's not a trust account; it's a
on the River Murray Regional Disposal Strategy made earlieglush fund.
today in another place by my colleague the Minister for the The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Dodgy deals done dirt cheap.
River Murray. The PRESIDENT: Order!
The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Industry and
INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS Trade): | hope those comments have gone on the record
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal because, when the Treasurer investigates this, there may be
D very good reasons why there has been an increase. That is a
dnatter for the Attorney-General, and | will bring back a
esponse. However, given that the Leader of the Opposition
as asked questions about the Auditor-General, | think it is
appropriate that we have another little history lesson in this
place about the role played by the former treasurer in relation

Affairs and Reconciliation): | lay on the table a copy of a
ministerial statement on industrial relations law reform mad
yesterday in another place by my colleague the Minister fo
Industrial Relations.

QUESTION TIME to the Auditor-General.
| am pleased to see that we now have some recognition by
DEPARTMENTAL FUNDS the opposition of the importance of the Auditor-General and

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS (Leader of the Opposition): | the integrity of the current incumbent, because that is not

. . .. what we had, of course, when the Leader of the Opposition
seek leave to make an explanation before asking the Ministgl < 4o treasurer of this state. Indeed, towards the end of

%01, who could forget the quite disgraceful attacks that were
made upon the Auditor-General by members of the then

Liberal government and also other Independent members?
For example, on 28 March 2001, in a debate on electricity

privatisation, the then treasurer said:

about taxpayers’ funds and public accountability.

Leave granted.

An honourable member interjecting:

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Mr President, as you and other )
members would be aware, this week the Auditor-GeneraI’sSp'e*(‘:?‘éef irtea?t tdheefigzp;h%'r‘gn']g’;’gzla}gtg(’ig'fg%%\‘/’éhggn:er?g‘iggat
Report has. raised a 5'9”'f'0a”t numper of very S,er'ougonclusion that the Auditor-General and/or his advisers did in
questions, illegal acts, improper practices and deliberatg|ation to this aspect of [the asset].
falsification of financial accounts in terms of the presentatiori_| e continued:
of the state’s public finances. | refer in particular to the issues T _ _ )
surrounding the Crown Solicitors trust account. The publicAu(;'t%"r‘{ any é‘fdggzgeggr’gg or g‘dfoergmh;d:?\ﬁg;n grr]‘td tﬁgﬁ
record shows that, in the last fl.’" year of the former IT'l?eralgovemment envisaged awind down along the lines that he believes
gOVernment, the |eve| Of fundS ||Sted n the Crown SO|ICItOI”Swa5 Contemp|ated in the e|ectricity |easeS’ as | saidl is mind-

trust account at the end of the financial year 30 June 200doggling.



244 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL Wednesday 13 October 2004

And, of course, we had an extraordinary situation (and | antut they were not about members of this government: they

sure the Hon. Julian Stefani would well recall the case) wheravere about members of another government.

a motion was moved by the Hon. Terry Cameron that

required the Auditor-General to answer a question in this The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | have a supplementary

parliament. That s all part of history. It is a shameful history,question. Given that it is illegal for a legal practitioner to mix

but members on this side of the council and | defended th&ust funds with other money, will the Treasurer check that

Auditor-General, and we still do. | said in opposition, and Ithe Crown Solicitor has not intermixed other moneys in its

say again: the Auditor-General has an absolutely crucial rolgust account?

within our parliamentary system, and | take very seriously The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: | think that is probably a

any comments that are made by the Auditor-General.  matter for the Attorney-General to address. | will refer the
The reason why we have an Auditor-General is to gayuestion on.

through the accounts of the state, in particular, things such as

trust funds. The nonsense that the Leader of the Opposition, The Hon. R.D. LAWSON: | have a supplementary

and the opposition generally in the other place, are trying tguestion. During the period in which the minister held

suggest is that, somehow or other, every minister should b&ppointment as attorney-general and acted as attorney-

involved in the intimate minutiae of detail in the accountinggeneral, did he receive any advice, either written or oral,

of the department. Of course, none of them as ministers evabout the effect on the Attorney-General’'s Department of the

did it; none of them ever would or could do that. But, of government’s policy of not allowing carryovers?

course, that is the line they are trying to suggest. The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: | think the question should
We need an Auditor-General, with a team of, | think, be whether the member who asked the question was himself

something like 50 people, to go through the details of thingattorney-general for a longer period than I. | do not have

such as trust accounts. That is why we have such a big teaatcess to the records of the department. | will refer the

in that department; so that every year they can go through angliestion to the Attorney-General in accordance with practice.

ensure that the Treasurer’s instructions— Members interjecting:
Membersinterjecting: The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: | have nothing at all to hide.
The PRESIDENT: Order!
The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: The former treasurer must MOTORCYCLE THEFT

have a short memory, because he should know that, by and

large (there are a couple of exceptions where ministers are The Hon. R.D. LAWSON: | seek leave to make a brief
referred to), in the 27 chapters of the Treasurer’s instructiongxplanation before asking the minister representing the
they refer to the chief executives of departments maintainingttorney-General a question about motorcycle theft.
certain standards. What is extraordinary is not only the |eave granted.

current attitudes but also the disgraceful attacks on the The Hon. R.D. LAWSON: The National Motor Vehicle
Auditor-General we had during the latter term of the Olsenrheft Reduction Council has just published the latest figures
government. | am pleased to say that at least the oppositiqg|ating to motor vehicle and motorcycle theft in Australia;
now appears to recognise that the Auditor-General of thig, particular, the council notes the fact that motorcycles
state is doing a very good and very important job. Goodncreasingly account for a higher proportion of overall vehicle
governments will work with the Auditor-General, and, in my theft in Australia. South Australia continues to have the
two years as a minister, if there are issues in relation t@jghest rate of thefts of all vehicles of any Australian
managing things, either | or my department will take thejyrisdiction. The council reports that motorcycles are
opportunity to talk to the Auditor-General's Department. yecovered at a very low rate of only 30 per cent and that
Members interjecting: newer motorcycles are over-represented amongst thefts
The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: They don't like this! We compared with passenger vehicles. Indeed, 45 per cent of
talk to the Auditor-General's Department to ensure thastolen motor vehicles were manufactured from 2000 onwards.
proper accountability procedures are in place. At the end ah particular, Yamaha and Honda motorcycles account for 60
the day, given that there are thousands of accounts and 60 0Op8r cent of reported motorcycle thefts. My question to the
public servants in this state, we have a team of people in thattorney-General is: in the light of this government’s cuts to
Auditor-General’s Department to go through things. Even ircrime prevention programs, what action has it taken specifi-
spite of that, there will be occasions when not even theally to address the issue of motorcycle theft in this
Auditor-General will pick up things that have happened. Incommunity?
spite of all those checks and balances, things will still be  The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Industry and
missed. What has happened over the past 22 years of thfgade): | will refer that matter to either the Attorney-General
government is that some improvements have been put igr the Minister for Police and bring back a response.
place in relation to some new policies; for example, the cash
alignment policy. The Hon. J.F. STEFANI: | have a supplementary
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: That has nothing to do with it. guestion. Will the minister investigate the possibility of
The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: Well, it has a lot to do with  advanced driver training, which exists in Victoria and which
returning cash to Treasury; the cash alignment policy returnisas been conducted by the Honda company, for riders of
balances in departments. The cash alignment policy of thisigh-powered motorcycles?
government has been put in place in relation to those things. The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: | assume that the honourable
Members interjecting: member is talking about road safety, rather than the theft of
The PRESIDENT: Order! motorcycles. It is a reasonable question, and | will refer it to
The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: The Auditor-General over the Minister for Transport, but it scarcely has—
the past decade has made some comments about dishonestyMembers interjecting:
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The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: | was asked a question about North communities under the supervision of recognised local
motorcycle theft, and | get a question— people. Those given the responsibility of supervision will be
The PRESIDENT: About road safety. trained by the department and accepted as official volunteers
The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: | think | have made a very to ensure the security of the prisoners from the time they are
generous interpretation of standing orders in answering it asanded over by corrections staff to their being returned to
a supplementary question. Nonetheless, it is an importamrison following the funeral.
question, because this government takes road safety seriously. The department will train more than a dozen Aboriginal
| think it deserves an answer, and | will ensure that thepeople from traditional communities to act as escorts for
Minister for Transport provides one. funerals in Aboriginal lands. The agreement is in line with the
The PRESIDENT: It would take a very bad interpretation recommendations of the Royal Commission into Aboriginal
of standing orders to accept the question as being relevarideaths in Custody, which urged Correctional Services to
However, | think the minister has shown statesmanship imecognise special kinships and family obligations of Abo-
taking the question. riginal prisoners that extend beyond normal family relation-
Members interjecting: ships, particularly regarding funerals. So far, four communi-
The PRESIDENT: If members of Her Majesty’s ties—Mimili, Kaltjiti (Fregon), Pukatja (Ernabella) and
opposition do not want latitude, | suggest they continue alongyvantja (Indulkna)—have joined the agreement, and negotia-
the same line. However, when they are being accommodatetipns are being held with other communities in the APY
I think they should continue with their tongue in their cheek.lands, hopefully for a further extension of this agreement. It
will see staff at Port Augusta Prison deliver a prisoner
ROYALTY PAYMENTS granted leave to attend a funeral to the community, which
will take responsibility for his or her supervision, before
The Hon. CAROLINE SCHAEFER: My questions are returning the prisoner to the officers’ custody and to the
to the minister for Mineral Resources Development about th@rison following the event.
payment of royalty moneys into the Treasury bank account, Previously such prisoners would be escorted to the
as follows: o . ) _ funeral, mostly handcuffed to an officer and, in some cases,
1 W|” the minister pI’OVIde detaI|S Ofthe $3405 m|”|0n, accompar"ed by the department’s Operatlons Support Unlt
being the royalty moneys net of reconciling items, transferregor dog squad), a situation that often caused distress and, in
from his department to the Department of Treasury andome cases, prisoners would not take part in such an opera-

Finance on 28 June 2004? tion. Departmental staff will monitor the change in the initial
2. What account or accounts was the money transferregeriod to ensure the escorts are conducted appropriately. This
from? agreement is unique, and other states are showing interestin

3. Given that page 10.90 of the Auditor-General’'s Reporit. We may be able to extend it to other parts of our state.
shows only $75 million transferred to consolidated accounts,
where were the royalties transferred to, and how can we trace

that transaction? N , BAXTER DETENTION CENTRE
The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Mineral
Resources Development):will take that question on notice. The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN: | seek leave to make an

The honourable member has obviously read that part of théxplanation before asking the Minister for Industry and
Auditor-General's Report. That money has been transferrefirade, representing the Deputy Premier and Minister for

to Treasury, but it goes back for some considerable time—pglice, a question about police behaviour at a protest at
into the 1990s. However, | will take those questions on noticgaxter in 2003.

and provide that information to the honourable member. Leave granted.
CORRECTIONAL SERVICES, ABORIGINAL The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN: A constituent, Mr Bruce
PRISONERS Lennon, who was present at the Easter protest in 2003 at the

Baxter Detention Centre in company with many hundreds of
The Hon. G.E. GAGO: | seek leave to make a brief other people, has informed me that police officers who were
explanation before asking the Minister for Correctionalin attendance removed their epaulets and name identification,
Services a question about Aboriginal prisoners attending;e_reby making them virtually anonymous as they went about
funerals. eir duties. | have a photograph that verifies that fact, but |
Leave granted. will not lift it off my desk, because | realise that that is
The Hon. G.E. GAGO: | understand that new arrange- inappropriate. However, | want to bring to the attention_of
ments are being entered into in relation to allowing Abo-"onourable members that | do have photographs. Allegations
riginal prisoners to attend the funerals of family members invere made that the actions of the police officers in some
their home community. My question is: will the minister circumstances were unwarranted, bordered on being brutal

inform the chamber of these new arrangements and th@nd. as far as many people were concerned, were unaccept-
benefits they might bring? able. When asked what reason there could be for the police

The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Correctional ~ Officers removing any form of identification, the only
Services): The Department for Correctional Services hagustification that could be brought forward was that it enabled
struck an agreement with Aboriginal communities in the Fatnem to behave in an unacceptable way anonymously.
North of the state to allow Aboriginal prisoners to attend ~Mr Bruce Lennon complained to the Police Complaints
family funerals in their home community. In what is thought Authority, and he has only just received a formal response to
to be the first such agreement in Australian correctionsyirtually finalise the issue. The response was by way of an
Aboriginal prisoners (mainly serving sentences in Poremail from WayneMackay@agd.sa.gov.au on 12 October,
Augusta Prison) will be allowed to attend funerals in Farwhich reads:
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Mr Lennon influence of drugs. It uses samples of saliva from the driver
You indicate you do not understand the contents of a letter | serdnd gives a quick indication as to whether there is any

ou. Although | am unsure which letter you are referring to, | can ; ; ) _

gnly assumge it is the letter sent to yO)L/J on the 25th Ig\]/lay 200 .resence_' of illegal drugs in the person’s system. My ques

enclosing a copy of the Assessment & Recommendation made {#ONS are:

relation to your complaint. The outcome is set out clearly on page 1. What does the minister propose to do to curtail this

3 of the Assessment & Recommendation. __increasing problem of people driving under the influence of
What | can advise you is that no officer will be charged with a rugs within South Australia?

breach of discipline over the matter. As a result of your complainfj g : o

an amendment has been made to the relevant police General Order. 2. What measures does the minister have, or propose to

It now states: putin place, to educate young people on the dangers of drug

‘When deployed to a public order incident, you may only riving?

remove epaulettes and name badges where authorised in the 3. Has th inister b inf d of the Victori del
operation order or by the Police Commander responsible forthe =+ Mas thé minister been informed or the Victorian model,
management of the incident. and what is his assessment of adopting that model within

Police Commanders responsible for the management aBouth Australia?

public order incidents are to ensure that members are readily i
identifiable, and should instruct them to exhibit their name or.. 1 NS Hoh”' Pk' '?]OELOWAY (IM'”'Sterforf'”dr‘:.s”y and
identification number onto protective dress or equipment worn, ade): | thank the honourable member for his questions. |

by using adhesive tape or similar means.’ will refer them to the Minister for Police or the Attorney-
| hope this addresses your query. General and bring back a response.
From our perspective your complaint file has been closed.
Yours faithfully
Wayne Mackay WORKCOVER LEVIES
My questions to the minister are: The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | seek leave to make an

1. Was there an order authorising the removal of epauletgyp|anation before asking the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs

and name badges at the public order incident that took placg,q Reconciliation, representing the Minister for Industrial
at Baxter over Easter 20037 If so, by whom, and for whake|ations, a question about WorkCover levies.

reason? If there was not such an order given, why was there | oo granted
no complaint upheld against any offending officer so far? The Hon. A.J .REDFORD' | was recently approached

2. The amendment made to,the relevant pohc_e_ gener lya constituent about his WorkCover levy. My constituent,
order as a result of Mr Lennon's complaint specifies tha r Sandercock, runs a small taxi truck business known as
epaulets and name padges can be removed by an operatpln Taxi Trucks. He complained that his levy had gone

order or by the pqllcg commander respon5|ble for '[hqr m $800 a year to $2 214—a whopping 250 per cent
management of the incident. Under what circumstances, and ease. He advised me that WorkCover told him that a
for what reason, other than allowing police officers to behav‘.?oading had been applied as a result of injuries suffered by an
a_nonymously |n7an unacceptable manner, can such IOerm'éfnployee, and that the loading would last two years. | am
sion be granted? informed that Mr Sandercock’s employee was delivering

Thg PRESI.DENT: Before the m|n.|st(‘er answers that duck material to a hotel near Salisbury, somewhere near the
guestion, | am impressed by the question’s adherence to t emier's electorate

standing orders, but | should point out to the member that, i f His employee, a Mr Chris Mountford, noticed the driver

rheedoe;‘;: éggsna ﬂgwiwggtriggilrteﬁ tCoa:El;jl ;oitr by members %t a car behind him remonstrating with him. Apparently the

The Hon. P, HOLLOWAY (Minister for Industry and _other (_jriver_could not see past_the truck and felt that he was
Trade): | will refer that question to the Minister for Police 'mp?d'”g his access into a d_rlveway. He was stationary in
in another place and bring back a reply. traffic. When Mr Mountford arrived at the premises just a few

yards further on, he got out of the truck and, as he was
The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | move: commencing his unloading, he was king-hit from behind. As
he turned he was hit again, losing two teeth and causing
. . profuse bleeding. Mr Mountford was attended by an ambu-
Motion carried. lance. The police attended and, | understand, interviewed the
perpetrator. The victim, Mr Mountford, informs me that the
DRUG DRIVING perpetrator, a criminal, was charged but has never been seen

The Hon. A.L. EVANS: | seek leave to make a brief "¢

lanation bef king the Minister for Industry, Trad So far he has got off scot-free, while Mr Sandercock, a
explanation before asking the Vinister for naustry, 'ra e}aw-abiding citizen, has been punished and will be punished

for two years under this government’'s WorkCover and law
and order policies. | wrote to the minister regarding this
The Hon. A.L. EVANS: In arecent survey by insurance matter and asked him what action had been taken to recover

company AAMI, it was found that, under the age of 34,Moneys from the offender.

24 per cent of drivers knew they had been involved in drugs  1he Hon. Carmel Zollo interjecting:

and driven while under that influence. The survey showed The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: Pardon?

that this statistic is increasing, with more young people The Hon. Carmel Zollo: I'm not talking to you.

driving under the influence of drugs each year. The survey The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: Good. | just like to hear from
also showed that there is an increased rate of young peopyeu from time to time, because you are just so easy. In
who see drug driving as acceptable, because there is no wegsponse, the minister said that he had left his address, that
for police to randomly check whether they are under thet is difficult to find him and, apart from that, there was no
influence of drugs. From my understanding, Victoria has ather source of comfort for my constituent, Mr Sandercock.
model that helps detect drivers that are driving under thén the light of that, my questions are:

That the document be tabled.

Police, a question about drug driving.
Leave granted.
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1. What specifically has WorkCover done to locate theRESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT EXPENDITURE
offender?

2. Does the minister think that it is fair that Mr The Hon. R.K. SNEATH: | seek leave to make a brief

conduct and that the criminal gets away scot-free? a question about research and development spending.

3. Will the minister instruct WorkCover to review its Leave granted.

> - The Hon. R.K. SNEATH: In the August 2004 study
Bg:’lgl? SS e?iob;h?r;[ epssi)rali?]asluggngzcl\tﬂ:)fstﬁir;gepr;?t%(s\’l?w” not b%ntitled ‘Australian manufacturing and China opportunities

o o and challenges’, the Australian industry group estimated that
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal  the impact of China translates into a financial loss for the
Affairs and Reconciliation): | will refer those questions to - gomestic manufacturing section in the order of $560 million
the minister in another place and bring back a reply. | am nagyer the past year. In order to compete in this environment
sure whether the minister is obliged to answer the questiof s essential that the industry is at the cutting edge. The State
about fairness, but all the other answers will be supplied. strategic Plan sets a target for South Australia to exceed the
national average of business expenditure on research and
ASBESTOS development as a percentage of GSP and approach the OECD
average within 10 years. Will the minister advise the council
The Hon. J.F. STEFANI: | seek leave to make a brief how the state is performing in terms of achieving this goal?
explanation before asking the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs ~ The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Industry and
and Reconciliation, representing the Minister for Administra-Trade): | am pleased to report that, given the recent Bureau
tive Services, a question about the dangers of asbestos. of Statistics’ results which are released every two years, our
Leave granted. state outperformed every other state and therefore the national

The Hon. J.F. STEFANI: There has been much publicity average in 2002-03. The latest ABS statistic of gross
about the health problems caused by exposure to asbest 8gn613|)turle on dR.&D (knovx;]n comln?:nosnly asbGERD)f_ n d
Many people who have worked with asbestos and who we -03 released just a month ago ( eptember) confirme

AR : at South Australia is an important research and develop-
unwittingly exposed to asbestos fibres have, unfortunatel : : . i
been afflicted by asbestos-related diseases, including lu ent state. The leading states in terms of GERD in 2002-03

cancer. Asbestos will commonly be found in old fibre ere New South Wales with 3 547 million and Victoria with

cement, or fibro as it was known. It was also used in insula-3 574 million, accounting for 30.6 per cent and 29 per cent

: . . . respectively. However, the leading states in terms of GERD
tion materials, plaster, electoral switchboards and the laggin g
of water and heating pipes. s a percentage of gross state product were South Australia

. . at 2.28 per cent and Victoria at 1.84 per cent. Relative to
There are many other products in which ashestos was Usggher states, South Australia and Victoria outperform in R&D
and, in many instances, the presence of asbestos may not§ethe basis that their proportion of total R&D spend for both
obvious. For example, asbestos was used in linoleum flogfates is greater than their share of national GDP.
coverings. Asbestos fibres are very strong and do not degrade The pusiness sector was the greatest contributor to the
easily. Microscopic asbestos fibres when breathed into ti@gniﬁcam GERD increase in dollar terms in 2002-03. In
lungs cannot be removed by the ordinary function of the bodp02-03, South Australia’s GERD was estimated to be
and, eventually, work their way deep into the lungs. Normallyg1 113 million, an increase of 31.5 per cent compared with
other very small foreign particles that are not coughed Ughe 2000-01 GERD of $846 million. This represents 2.28 per
from the lungs are removed by the body’s blood system. cent of GSP and is much higher than the Australian average
However, the shape and nature of the asbestos fibres caws® a percentage of GDP of 1.62 per cent and the OECD
them to remain implanted in the lungs and scar tissue iaverage of 1.94 per cent. In comparison to the GERD to GDP
formed around them. At present, many people in Southatios of OECD countries, South Australia ranked as eighth—
Australia are living in or buying older homes, and manyslightly above France and behind Denmark and Germany—
others are renovating older premises. The danger arises whehich is five positions higher than Australia’s ranking as a
unsuspecting owners and renovators of older homes breatkation. Australia’s GERD to GDP ratio is low, ranking 13 out
cut or sand asbestos products, creating extremely dangeroofs19 OECD countries for which comparable data is avail-
dust particles. For instance, people will prepare a surface fable.
painting by sanding it back. This can be lethal when sanding South Australia’s performance is considerably higher than
back fibre cement sheeting. In view of the potential dangerthe rest of the states for which comparable data is available.
of asbestos, my questions are: New South Wales’ GERD increased by 19.7 per cent;

1. Will the minister consider the printing of an informa- Queensland, 19.6 per cent; Victoria, 14.4 per cent; and
tion pamphlet regarding the dangers of asbestos products¥/estern Austrhalla, 11|-9 per Ice”;- Tl')hat_ is compared W'”;]
2. Will the minister investigate the possibility of distribut- 31.5 per cent here. Pleasingly, the business sector was the

. ; ajor contributor to this increase of GERD in dollar terms,
gg w;tr;?’)pamphlet to every household with the accounts (gpccounting for 73.4 per cent of the increase, followed by an

o o ) increase in the higher education sector of 13 per cent. GERD

. 3. qus the minister agree that this is a serious healtfy Australia in 2002-03 was estimated to be $12 250 million,
issue which requires immediate government action in orde{7 6 per cent higher than that recorded in 2000-01. With the
to protect the health of many unsuspecting South Australians%ception of the state and territory government expenditure

The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal which remains steady, all sectors showed an increase in R&D
Affairs and Reconciliation): | will refer those very import-  expenditure compared with 2000-01. GERD as a percentage
ant questions to the minister in another place and bring baatf GDP has risen from 1.55 per cent in 2000-01 to 1.62 per
areply. centin 2002-03.
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In 2002-03, 63.1 per cent—or $7 726 million—of R&D support networks waiting on the outside and, because many
expenditure was directed towards economic developmentind it extremely difficult to access housing, the result is that
Society accounted for a further 20.7 per cent of R&Dmany of these women either very quickly become homeless
expenditure, followed by environment, 6.5 per cent; non-or are at grave risk of homelessness within a very short time.
oriented research, 6.4 per cent; and defence, 3.3 per cent. The Women’s Housing Association currently has six
Manufacturing accounted for 38.6 per cent—orHousing Trust homes in which to house women released from
$2 981 million—of R&D expenditure directed towards prison, but this program costs significantly more to operate
economic development. than its general housing program, and it has been unable to
In terms of expenditure by research field, the businesaccess any additional funds to keep the program viable. Staff
sector can be split up into engineering and technologyfrom various organisations working with women who have
54.4 per cent, and information, computing and communicabeen released from prison are very effective advocates and,
tion sciences, 24.1 per cent. In the commonwealth goverrdespite a shortage of accommodation options, are often, but
ment sector we have engineering and technology, 25.7 peot always, successful in finding accommodation for their
cent; agricultural, veterinary and environmental scienceg;lients. However, they all agree that more accommodation
15.9 per cent; earth sciences, 13.3 per cent; and informatiomust be provided to meet the particular needs of women
computing and communication sciences, 10.8 per cent. Thexiting prison. My questions are:
state government sector is spending 54.4 per cent on 1. Given that the Social Inclusion Unit has allocated
agricultural, veterinary and environmental sciences; 18.1 pdunding to an information and referral service for people still
cent on medical and health sciences; and 10.7 per cent dém prison, have steps been taken to ensure that appropriate
biological sciences. Then we have the higher educatiohousing is available for people using that service?
sector: other research fields (primarily the social sciences and 2. How many people exiting prison have found housing
humanities), 27.4 per cent; medical and health sciencess a result of this service, and how many remain on a waiting
25.2 per cent; biological sciences, 12 per cent; and enginedist for housing?
ing and technology, 10.9 per cent. And, lastly, the private 3. Will the minister review the mechanisms in place to
non-profit sector: medical and health sciences, 61.4 per cenielp people released from prison to access public housing and
and biological sciences, 29.1 per cent. re-assess funding allocated to public housing to meet those
The results are a very pleasing outcome for Soutlparticular needs?
Australia. It indicates that South Australia is now in agood The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal
position to achieve those State Strategic Plan targets, as v#gfairs and Reconciliation): Housing is an important issue
are already leading the nation in relation to the proportion ofvhen exiting prison for both men and women, but in
business expenditure on research and development. @rticular for women who have no support. The honourable
course, what we must now do is achieve that OECD averag@&ember referred to programs which are now being devel-
figure. oped. | will refer the question to the minister in another place
to obtain more detail and report back to the council.
WOMEN'S HOUSING
The Hon. J.F. STEFANI: | have a supplementary

_The Hon. KATE REYNOLDS: | seek leave to make a question. Will the minister investigate the possibility of
brief explanation before asking the Minister for Aboriginal cooperating with the housing associations to explore the
Affairs and Reconciliation, representing the Minister forpossibility of providing additional housing to the people to
Housing, a question about housing programs for womeghom the honourable member has referred?
exiting prison. The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: The question assumes that

Leave granted. no discussions are occurring at present. | think the housing

The Hon. KATE REYNOLDS: Recently, the head of the cooperative sector is one of the sectors in South Australia to
Social Inclusion Unit, Monsignor David Cappo, asserted thagngage. South Australia’s cooperative housing is very active.

the unit was funding programs for women exiting prison toj will pass on that suggestion to the minister in another place
prevent homelessness. However, | have discovered that thisd bring back a reply.

funding, whilst very welcome, provides an information and

referral service for women still in prison. This is a service GAMBLERS, PROBLEM

auspiced by the Offenders Aid and Rehabilitation Services

(OARS), and itis not able to guarantee housing for its women The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: | seek leave to make a

clients. brief explanation before asking the Minister for Aboriginal
The Housing Information and Referral Program works toAffairs and Reconciliation, representing the Minister for

deliver housing information, referral, advocacy and asses$-amilies and Communities, a question about waiting lists for

ment to people in correctional facilities, and it providesthe BreakEven gamblers rehabilitation service.

continuing support to assist people to access and maintain Leave granted.

accommodation. However, as | am sure members, and you, The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: On numerous occasions

Mr President, would appreciate, it is very difficult for women | have raised the issue of waiting times for individuals

and men exiting prison to find appropriate housing—they argeeking assistance with their gambling problems, most

certainly not in the favoured tenancy group. seeking help because of problems from playing poker
Mr President, as you would appreciate, these womemachines. Last year the government launched an advertising

require intensive support and, even if they are able to accesampaign, ‘Think of what you're really gambling with’, and

public housing before other people on the category onallocated several hundred thousand dollars for that campaign,

waiting list, their tenancies are at risk almost immediatelywhich featured extensive television, radio and press advertis-

because of the many issues they face in reintegrating intmg. The information | have obtained from a number of

family and community life. These women often do not havegambling counsellors to whom | have spoken is that there
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were not sufficient resources to deal with the increase in callservices from the Carer Support and Respite Centre based at
to the gambling helpline and the requests for face-to-fac8edford Park. They were advised by the centre that it was
consultations and ongoing treatment. | have been told thatverloaded because Domiciliary Care had referred all its
waiting times for face-to-face consultations and treatmentlients there and is not providing any more respite services.
stretched out to three months in some cases and still run intdy questions are:
several weeks, even with the winding down of the advertising 1. Has there been an increase in demand for services
campaign. through Domiciliary Care?
One of the gambling rehabilitation services provided under 2. Has there been an increase in the resources to meet
the umbrella of the BreakEven network is the Flindersdemand?
Medical Centre’s centre for anxiety and related disorders in 3. Will the minister look at the services and make some
the department of psychiatry. That service provides amdjustments so that the parents of children with severe
inpatient service that incorporates intensive therapy for seveisabilities can get a break?
problem gamblers, including individuals at risk of self harm,  The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal
such as suicidal ideation, and those who have attempteafffairs and Reconciliation): | will refer those important
suicide. The centre also provides an outpatient program. questions to the minister in another place and bring back a
The Flinders Medical Centre program has been praisereply.
internationally for its effectiveness. However, because of
funding constraints, | am aware that individuals have waited NATIONAL ELECTRICITY MARKET
months and, in one case of which | am aware, up to five years
to be admitted to the inpatient program. My questions are: ~ The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: | seek leave to make an
1. What funding does the Flinders Medical Centre€Xplanation before asklng_the Minister f_or Mineral Resources
program receive for both inpatient and outpatient services®Pevelopment, representing the Minister for Energy, a
2. Is the minister aware of significant delays that carfluestion abqut competition payments for South Australia’s
occur for individuals being admitted to the inpatient program?nvolvement in the national electricity market.
3. Inrelation to the ‘Think of what you're really gambling ~ L€ave granted. _
with’ campaign, what was the level of increased calls and The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: As an inducement to
referrals for face-to-face counselling as a result of thaflismantle the publicly oyvned,vert|cally|ntegrated Electricity
campaign? Trust of South Australia, the federal government offered

4. Following that initial face-to-face counselling, how South Australia so-called ‘competition payments’. These
long did individuals have to wait for ongoing regular Were meantto be a reward for the disaggregation of the South

treatment? Australian electricity industry and its entry into the national
5. What information has been collated with respect to thé&lectricity market. We were promised cheaper power in a
increase in waiting times for referrals? more efficient, competitive industry. Of course, we now pay

6. In relation to the program, is there a proposal to30 per cent more for our electricity. Last month, the federal
reinstate the advertising program and to provide additiondiovernment pledged to provide $2 billion to the Australian

funding for the BreakEven service? water fund. It transpires that that money will be funded by the
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal cessation of Competltlon payments. My questlons are:
Affairs and Reconciliation): | will refer those many 1. How much has South Australia received from the
questions to the minister in another place and bring back fpderal government by way of competition payments for the
reply. eregulation of the_ South Australian eI_ectr|C|ty industry?
2. How much did the South Australian government pay
The Hon. J.F. STEFANI: | have a supplementary in electricity concessions in 2002-03?
question. Will the minister advise what level of funding is 3. How much is it anticipated it will pay in 20047
presently provided to address problem gambling? The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Mineral

The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: | will refer that supplemen- Resources Development)f | heard the latter part of those
tary question to the minister in another place and bring bacRuestions correctly, it referred to competition payments in
areply. 2004. | think that is a big question, and we are all waiting to

hear from the re-elected federal government about what will
DOMICILIARY CARE happen in relation to competition. Of course, what happened
during the election campaign was that the Prime Minister

The Hon. J.M.A. LENSINK: | seek leave to make a brief promised that the states would not be getting competition
explanation before asking the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs payments: they would all go towards River Murray payments.
and Reconciliation, representing the Minister for Families and The Hon. R.l. Lucas interjecting:

Communities, a question about domiciliary care. The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: Well, water resources, or
Leave granted. whatever. We all wait to see whether that is the case. Of
The Hon. J.M.A. LENSINK: Metropolitan Domiciliary — course, we also had the situation of what that means for the

Care is the product of the amalgamation of the four Metrobarley single desk or the chicken meat legislation, when the

politan Domiciliary Care services (being the Northern,commonwealth government penalised this state. In 2003-04,

Southern, Eastern and Western regions) into one service. tis state was being penalised for that money, so we all wait

the outset, this was done to free up resources from thaith some interest to see whether or not the federal govern-

administrative section, to streamline services and to ensuraent intends to persist with the old policy or adopt the new
that a greater volume of services would be available tgolicy. | will refer the question to the Treasurer, who is also
clients. the Minister for Federal/State Relations. | am sure that he

Recently, | visited a constituent in the southern suburbs—would have the data in relation to past competition payments,
the mother of a girl with severe disabilities—who had soughtnd | will get an answer for the honourable member.
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ROCK LOBSTERS ation. However, | would have to refer that matter to my
colleagues in cabinet in order to make such a decision.
The Hon. D.W. RIDGWAY: | seek leave to make a brief
explanation before asking the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs BUREAUCRATIC GUIDELINES
and Reconciliation, representing the Minister for Agriculture,
Food and Fisheries, a question about the southern zone rock The Hon. T.J. STEPHENS:I seek leave to make a brief
lobster season extension. explanation before asking the Minister for Industry and

Leave granted. Trade, representing the Premier, a question about bureaucrat-

The Hon. D.W. RIDGWAY: The rock lobster season IC guidelines.
opened in the South-East on 1 October this year. They have Leave granted.
had some very good and very promising catches, and the The Hon. T.J. STEPHENS:Members on this side of the
early price was some $38 per kilo. The season has traditionatouncil are acutely aware of this government's reluctance to
ly been open from October to April, but last season, for theprovide answers to parliamentary questions, respond to
first time, the season was extended to include the month gorrespondence and, more generally, to subject itself to
May, although the total allowable catch was not extended oproper scrutiny, despite its election promise to restore
increased. The best prices for the 2003-04 season occurrgdcountability. In many cases, members have waited years for
in the month of May. In fact, the best prices traditionally for a response to letters and questions.
many years have been for the period from May through to In late August, it emerged that the Victorian Labor
September. government, also supposedly advocating accountable

I have been advised today that the price has fallen frongovernment, issued instructions to the Public Service on how
$38 per kilo last week down to $21 per kilo. So, thisquestions should be answered, including the line, ‘The
$100 million industry has now dropped to a $50 million government cannot justify the waste of public time and
industry. The industry still wants to have the season extendege@sources in answering these questions.” My question is: will
until May to allow it to perhaps get a higher price for its the government confirm or deny that it has issued similar
product, but it still does not have any clear indication frominstructions to the South Australian Public Service, and at
the minister as to whether he intends to open the seasevhat point did it do so?
during the month of May, potentially undermining the  The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY (Minister for Industry and
confidence of this very important South Australian industry.Trade): | could not quite hear the details of the instructions

My questions are: that were supposedly issued, but | will refer the question to
1. When will the minister advise the industry that its the Premier. In relation to the number of responses that have
season has been extended to May? been sent to Parliament House for tabling in 2004—up to and

2. In future, will the minister undertake to make a moreincluding 19 July, so we are looking at the first session of this
timely announcement, rather than procrastinating about anyear—in the House of Assembly there were 112 questions
alteration to the time limit for the season and, again, nowithout notice responses given, and 201 responses to
undermining the confidence of this vibrant and importanijuestions on notice—a total of 313 that were tabled in
South Australian industry? parliament for the House of Assembly. In the Legislative

The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal Council, the questions without notice in the second session
Affairs and Reconciliation): It is good to see the honourable were 36, and in the third session it was 241—a total of 277.
member take an interest in crayfish. | will refer thoseFor questions on notice, in the second session there were 10,
guestions to the minister in another place and bring back and in the third session there were 44—a total of 54. That is
reply. a grand total of 331 for the Legislative Council. The total

number of replies that have been sent to parliament for
MABO DAY tabling in 2004 is 644. | am sure that, if anyone went back

_over the record for the previous parliament, that would be
The Hon. J.S.L. DAWKINS: | seek leave to make a brief greatly in excess—

explanation before asking the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs = The Hon. R.I. Lucas: We asked more questions.
and Reconciliation a question about a Mabo day petition.  The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: Well, parliament sits more
Leave granted. = often. There is a far greater level of accountability than ever
_The Hon. J.S.L. DAWKINS: | understand that a petition  existed in any previous government, and the record shows it.
is being circulated by the Aboriginal Legal Rights Movement|n, the first half of this year there were 644 answers to
supporting the creation of a Mabo Day public holiday on 3gyestions tabled in parliament. | doubt that it would be
June every year. It was on 3 June 1992 that the High CouEeveral hundred at the most under the previous government.
of Australia handed down its _deC|S|on in Mabo versus t_hel'his government certainly has no need to make any apology
state of Queensland, recognising the existence of native titlgyhatsoever for its response to questions in question time. |
My question is: will the minister indicate whether the 4o not accept the premise that was outlined in the explanation
government supports the creation of a Mabo day holiday? o the honourable member's question. This government is not
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS (Minister for Aboriginal  tardy in relation to providing responses to questions. I will

Affairs and Reconciliation): | am aware of the ALRM refer the question to the Premier and bring back a reply.
petition. | expect that the organisational structure would be

considered at a national level, so | suspect that it would be— CONSTITUTIONAL ADVICE
The Hon. R.1. Lucas: Public holidays are decided by the
states. It is your decision. The PRESIDENT: In the chamber yesterday, the Hon.

The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: Mabo is a national issue. Mr Lawson asked a question of the Minister for Industry and
When the petition is presented to me, together with the detailfrade regarding an opinion tabled by the Speaker in the other
and the request that is being made, | will give it considerhouse from Sydney Tilmouth QC and Henry Heuzenroeder,
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two barristers at the independent bar, regarding certaiment within his church, Tony has stories to tell that relate to
constitutional issues. The honourable member’s seconall these experiences. Tony was born into a family of eight
question sought an opinion from the Attorney-General as tahildren in Burra in the state’s Mid North on 8 November
whether he agreed with the conclusions reached in th&923. His first big shed as a shearer was with Stock Owners
opinion. Questions seeking opinion are out of order, and Ehearing Contractors at Mulyungarie (which was a 13-stand
have to rule accordingly. shearing shed north of Cockburn), where he averaged
The honourable member’s third question sought informashearing 100 sheep per day. Tony’s top tally was 234 sheep
tion as to the government’s advice on this matter and, im day, which was achieved at Mount Victor shearing
particular, from whom and when that advice was obtainedBungaree marino ewes using a narrow comb in 1950. After
and whether it agreed with that provided by the independerghearing for some 10 years Tony established himself as a
bar members. This question is also out of order as it seek®ntractor and, at the time, had five shearing teams shearing
information about matters which are, in their nature, confiin all parts of the state. During this time Tony earned his
dential, for example, crown law advice to the government. well-deserved reputation of reliability, integrity and honesty
have had a word with the questioner, and | have instructed tfeom wool growers, shearers, shed hands, trainees and the
Leader of the Government to take no action on those€ommunity. Tony became a shearing instructor with the
guestions asked yesterday, and | understand that the questidnsstralian Wool Corporation and went on to become the
er will reframe his questions and ask them again at anotheoordinator and head instructor of the Wool Corporation’s
time. training program.
During that time Tony was responsible for introducing
The Hon. R.D. LAWSON: | seek leave to make a many new training methods. Tony was also responsible for
personal explanation. arranging David Stuart (a senior lecturer in physical educa-
Leave granted. tion and sports studies at the University of South Australia)
The Hon. R.D. LAWSON: In light of the remarks which  to undertake research into shearer/shed hand fitness and heat
have just fallen from the chair, | should say that the questionstress. David spent many long days in the northern summer
to which you referred, Mr President, are ones which | frametheat performing the tasks of checking the effects of heat
in away which | thought complied with standing orders andstress on shearers and convincing shearers (along with Tony)
did not, in fact, seek an opinion. | will not debate the point,that some exercise outside the shearing shed could help them
but I will reframe the questions and ask them again tomormaintain their work rate for longer and ease the burden of the
row. job on their bodies. Outside of Tony's employment with the
Australian Wool Corporation as senior shearing coach, Tony
gave a lot of his time voluntarily to the industry, and he still
does to this day in retirement. Tony also volunteers a lot of
his time to his church in his community. Nowadays Tony is
spending a lot of time at the quarry helping his son, even
MATTERS OF INTEREST though he is now in his 80s. Tony also spends a lot of time
with his long-time partner, Sylvia, who has not been in the
best of health in the last 12 months. Tony brings his wife
RYAN, Mr T. home as much as he can and looks after Sylvia in their home.
He is very busy in all walks of life, yet he still has time for
The Hon. R.K. SNEATH: | would like to take this shearing and for shearers in general.
opportunity to congratulate a great South Australian, Five minutes to talk about a gentleman such as Tony Ryan
Mr Tony Ryan, for his recent induction into the Australian js very short, because to recall a full list of Tony’s achieve-
Shearers’ Hall of Fame. | have had the pleasure of knowingnents and personality would take a lot longer. Of course, this
and working with Tony Ryan for some 15 years. Tony hasstory is probably best told around the camp fires up north,
been a shearer, a contractor, a trainer of shearers and a judgi® it will be repeated in the shearing sheds for many years
and commentator at many show shearing events. He istg come due to the high regard in which Tony is held by the
member of the Show Shearing Federation of Australia andsoung shearers of today. Despite the age difference, Tony has
as an ambassador, he is superbly dedicated to all SeCtiOﬂSQWays been able to relate well to younger peop|e_ Again, |
the industry. Tony is one of the few people | know in thewould like to congratulate Tony Ryan on his induction into
shearing industry who has played so many different roleshe Australian Shearers’ Hall of Fame. He is a most deserving
and, certainly, he has enjoyed every one of them. Tony hasouth Australian to achieve this honour, and | wish Tony and
made many friends in all areas of the trade, and he has beegs wife, Sylvia, all the best in the future.
held in high esteem by wool growers, trade unionists and
trainees. Tony is a life member of the Australian Workers SLOVENIAN COMMUNITY
Union, and he was also awarded an OAM in the Queen’s
honours for his services to shearer training. Now he has been The Hon. J.F. STEFANI: Today | wish to speak about
fully recognised by the industry itself as a result of histhe Slovenian community which celebrated the 30th anniver-
induction into the Australian Shearers’ Hall of Fame, whichsary of the Slovenian Australian Youth Concert on 2 October
is based at Hay. 2004. | was privileged to be amongst a number of invited
Tony is a very talented story teller with a great sense ofjuests who attended this special event. As a close friend of
humour and a great memory for events that occurred marthe Slovenian community, | was honoured to receive an
years ago when he was mixing it with some of the reainvitation to attend the concert held at the Slovenian Club in
characters. Whether in the shearing sheds, buck-jump ridiritpe year when Slovenia also celebrates the 13th anniversary
at rodeos, in the boxing ring, on the various committees hef its independence. The Slovenian Community Club in
has served on over the years or with his continuing involveAdelaide was established 47 years ago and is part of our rich
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cultural diversity, reflecting a mosaic of the various tradi-competitions, as we have seen with the success of the 36ers,
tions, languages and religions that are part of our everydathe Thunderbirds, Adelaide Lightning, Adelaide Football
life in Australia. Club and now Port Power in its first of what will be many
Over the years, Australia has become a home for mangremierships. In a similar manner, the state is excelling in
people. The early arrival of a small group of Sloveniansother equally important competitions of environmental care
occurred between the two world wars. Most of them wereand education through the 2004 National Landcare Awards.
single men who were later reunited with their families. Thelt is pleasing to report that the Port Vincent Primary School,
first group of Slovenians to arrive in South Australia in 1946a school of only 23 children, has landed a heavyweight blow
were emigrants from displaced persons camps in Italyin winning the Westpac Education Landcare Award in the
Austria and Germany, after the communist regime took004 National Landcare Awards. This competition involved
control of their country in 1945. They were seeking freedona total of 82 finalists and 11 national winners across
and a better life for themselves and their families. From thal1l categories. Some collective national finalist statistics (in
early period in 1946, when some 20 families settled in theno particular order) in the categories of education and coast
Riverland and worked in the fruit industry, many othercare give us a general idea of the measure of the school’s
Slovenians have settled in South Australia, making theiachievement: students involved, 7 760; school hours per
contribution to the development of our state and assistingveek, 555; volunteer hours per week, 1 306; and 4 468
other fellow countrymen and women to resettle in their newkilometres of coastline covered are figures by which to
adopted homeland. measure the school’s success.
During the early 1950s, the Slovenian people gradually
organised themselves into a community group to meet the The Marine Team at Port Vincent Primary School is
social needs and interests of their people, and omromprised of all staff and students of the school, ably led by
22 September 1967 the Slovenian Club was incorporated. Theincipal Michelle Hawthorne and instructors from the co-
club occupied premises purchased in Young Avenuesited Aquatic Centre. This prestigious national award follows
Hindmarsh where the community hall was subsequently builon from the impressive successes at state level in the 2003
and officially opened in 1971. On 6 June 1987, the Sloveniasouth Australian Landcare Education Award, the 2003
Club moved to its current premises in Dudley Park. TheCoastcare Education Award, the 2003 Coastcare Award of
clubrooms were built as a result of the enormous efforts oExcellence, the 2003 SA Great Education Award and the
the Slovenian community. | know from my own experience2003 KESAB Award of Excellence. The first two awards
as a migrant that most of the people from Slovenia faced, anallowed the school to be automatically represented in the
perhaps are still facing, the challenges and difficulties ofational awards. These alone are wonderful achievements.
starting a new life in another country, leaving behind theirThe Marine Team was established in 1994 and has tackled a
beloved homeland and relatives in difficult circumstances. Imumber of environmental issues, including soil salinity,
accepting these challenges, they have built a stronthreatened species, water quality in fresh and saltwater
community spirit and have developed social activities angnvironments and tree decline. Members also have been
substantial facilities that have enhanced, with great humaimvolved in educating local communities about better land
compassion, the social, cultural and religious life of theircare practices, while the linking of environmental practice to
fellow South Australians. the school curriculum has seen the release of an educational
In paying tribute to the contribution made to the develop-CD called Jewels of Gulf St Vincent for presentation at
ment of South Australia by the Slovenian people, | would likeconferences, and a web site for further educational purposes.
to say that, as a community, they have never forgotten their
motherland—Slovenia—which is known to many European There have also been other important spin-offs, with the
migrants as the ‘Jewel of Europe’ because of its diverséormation of an eco-club that tackles recycling and land care
landscape and rugged mountains, its fertile valleys anissues as well as selling products through its Beach Bliss
beautiful lakes. This wonderful country represented in Soutitkompany. They have also had the honour of representing the
Australia by the culture and history of its people will always junior eco-club in Hiroshima, Japan, as well as being part of
remain alive in the hearts of many people from Slovenia anthajor conferences. Port Vincent to Japan certainly puts this
will continue to provide a unique opportunity for many Southschool in the big league as far as effort and performance are
Australians to share in the rich cultural traditions and theconcerned. The culmination of its magnificent efforts saw the
proud history and success of the Slovenian community.  school awarded its national award at a ceremony in the Great
Finally, in offering my warmest congratulations to the Hall of Parliament House in Canberra on 8 September. The
organisers and the participants of the youth concert celebr&chool was represented by year 7 student Leah Costa and year
tion, | take this opportunity to express my sincere thanks td@ student Andrew Marner, who both undertook the education
Reverend Father Janez Tretjak, the chaplain to the Sloveni@ward presentation, and year 6 student Henry Bruhn and
community, for the honour of the invitation which enabledyear 4 student Guy Collins, who both gave the Coastcare
me to share once more in the life and traditions of thepresentation. The Landcare Australia Chief Executive, Brian
Slovenian people. | also pay a special tribute to the work ofscarsbrick, said at the presentation:
Mr Ernest Orel, the President of the Slovenian Club, together
with all members of the executive committee for their  This South Australian school beat seven other schools to take the

continuing contribution for the success of the club and wishnational title and the Marine Team is an absolute land care power-
them every success for the future. house. In their presentation, the school highlighted that they live in
a special place and that they feel it’s their job to look after it.

NATIONAL LANDCARE AWARDS
Itis a special place, and they are a special group. They have
The Hon. J. GAZZOLA: South Australia is widely done something special and should be recognised and
known for punching above its weight in national sportingcongratulated by the council.
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SPORT let alone Tony Zappia’'s. The only deal | can remember
Mr Rann pulling off was a compact with Peter Lewis, and the
The Hon. T.J. STEPHENS:I rise today to speak about millions of dollars he has wasted on buying the votes of the
an issue about which | feel very strongly: the hypocriticallndependent members of the House of Assembly to secure his
actions of this government in relation to sporting clubs andyovernment. Even then there was speculation that it was
South Australia’s sporting culture in general. We all knowMr Rann'’s chief adviser, Randall Ashbourne, who brokered
that childhood obesity is a major concern, so our staté¢he Lewis deal which brought the Rann regime to power.
government should be sending a positive and helpful message Finally, | want to highlight the hypocritical attitude
to support sporting and healthy lifestyles. Let me talk abouMr Rann has towards local sporting clubs, as evidenced by
our Premier. | am sure that many Adelaide Crows supportetisis poker machine reduction legislation. His legislation
laughed heartily to see their Premier celebrating Port’s grangrincipally will hurt sports and community clubs, as well as
final victory. | am also sure that Port supporters would havénotels. Worst of all, it will do nothing to reduce the level of
enjoyed seeing the photograph Tine Advertiser of the  problem gambling. The government will not lose a single
Premier in his Crows colours celebrating one of theirdollar as a result of this legislation—even Treasury admits
premierships. Talk about an each way bet! this. Whilst | do not intend to go through the merits or
The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: otherwise of this bill, | do mention it to demonstrate that in
The Hon. T.J. STEPHENS:That is right. More serious- this instance the government’s actions speak louder than its
ly, I consider this Premier to be the most anti-sport premiewords. It seeks to reduce the level of financial assistance
we have had in this state. Consider Hindmarsh stadium. Thelubs can provide to their local communities.
previous government was deliberately and consistently For instance, if we look at what the Central District
attacked by the then Rann opposition for its vision in buildingFootball Club, the current premier club, gives back to its
a word-class soccer venue—a venue which has hostegmmunity, we find that the benefits are substantial. The club
numerous sporting events and Olympic level matches, whicketurns more than $200 000 to the community, to groups such
will host the upcoming World Police Games and which hasas Kids for the Future, Elizabeth Bowling Club, Central
been filled to capacity on many occasions. District Junior Football League, Barossa Light and Gawler
In fact, | understand that more parking space is requiredzootball Association, Central District Football Club develop-
such is the demand for Hindmarsh stadium. Since | have beenent squads, promotional coaching clinics, mini league,
here the government has been religious in attacking thauskick, school football, and technical and development
building of Hindmarsh stadium—until recently. Since thenwages and expenses in their under-age teams. It is quite
the former government has been vindicated. The Ranphenomenal. | conclude by saying that | will continue to
opposition said that it was a white elephant and a disgrackighlight the fact that this government is a disgrace when it
and it was determined to smear the name of several goagbmes to promoting sport and healthy lifestyles, and particu-
ministers. Certainly the Premier would struggle to findlarly the Premier’s hypocritical stance.
ministers of such quality in the current cabinet.
I am always amused when the Premier attends Hindmarsh ENERGY, RENEWABLE
stadium because, whenever he attempts to link himself with
its success, his appearances are marked with much booing The Hon. SANDRA KANCK: On Friday 4 June this
and ridicule. The public hurl abuse and scorn on the Premigfear, | released a media statement that included the following
for so blatantly trying to bake his cake and eat it, too.sentence:
Naturally, | am unable to take part in this heaping of scorn on  Global warming poses a far greater threat to our way of life than
the Premier only because | am too busy laughing at the fadtternational terrorism, and’ its devastating impact may be widespread
that the Premier does not deceive the soccer community. Of as little as two decades’ time.
this issue, and many more, the public has woken up to hi®n 27 August this year, the Premier echoed my belief in his
slick media manipulation and rejected it. He tried to associateinisterial statement which carried the headline ‘Greenhouse
himself with several federal candidates. Look what happenethreat to Australia worse than terrorism’. This could lead one
to them! It was like the kiss of death. to believe that the Rann government is serious about tackling
This brings me to my next point. | was sickened by theglobal warming. On a personal level, | think it is fair to say
Premier’s so-called brokering of an agreement between th#iat the Premier is doing his bit. He has photovoltaic cells
Australian Soccer Association and Adelaide United. | did noinstalled in his house—as have |. However, mine was done
realise that the Premier held Mr Gordon Pickard’s negotiatingntirely at my own cost during the 1990s when PV tech-
ability in such low regard. Let me state for the record that Inology cost more and there was no rebate.
hold Mr Pickard in very high esteem; and | take this oppor- Unfortunately, the installation of PV cells on the Premier's
tunity to thank him for not only his assistance with this issuehouse is where he largely ends his commitment to renewable
but also his statesmanship within the sporting community aneénergy. He will be at the photo opportunity presented by the
his generosity with things such as the $3 million gift he hasopening of a wind farm, but so far his government has not yet
made to the Royal Adelaide Hospital for the da Vinci roboticinvested a cent in the establishment of wind farms in South
surgical device. It was a typical Pickard gesture; Mr PickardAustralia. The Rann government announced plans to install
truly is a great South Australian. photovoltaic cells on 200 state schools, Parliament House and
| realise that Mr Pickard welcomed the Premier’s so-calledhe Onkaparinga council chambers, but that investment relies
assistance, but | suspect only because he was too weibt only upon state government money but also upon the
mannered to decline. | was especially amused to see Mr Ramommonwealth funded photovoltaic rebate program.
playing politics by dragging along the failed candidate for The state government has a modest subsidy for solar hot
Makin, Mr Tony Zappia. Was Mr Zappia there to lend moral water installation and a commitment to require that all houses
support or to get everyone’s coffee? | am not sure. Really, ibuilt after 2006 are five-star energy rated, but these initiatives
is a joke to think that Mr Pickard would need Mr Rann’s help,are no more than a tentative beginning. To its shame, South
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Australia is the only state that does not have a rebate scherfe opposition, Labor was quite vocal on this issue. In his
for installing PV cells. With the state government soaking ugoudget reply of 6 June 2001, the then leader of the opposition
virtually all the commonwealth funding, a likely and highly lambasted the Liberal government’s ‘outrageous approach to
undesirable outcome will be the decimation of the localusing taxpayer dollars for advertising’. On 11 September
photovoltaic installation industry. All funds are expected t02001, the then shadow treasurer and deputy leader (Kevin
be dried up by June next year, if not earlier. The Howard-oley) said:
government's decision to back the Mickey Mouse solution e find again that, instead of money going into teachers,
of geosequestration for greenhouse gas emissions from coabspitals, nurses and police, money is being wasted on blatant party
fired power stations is proof positive that it is not grapplingpolitical advertising by this Liberal government. A desperate and
with the issue. With the federal government’s disappointin%r‘”ec':eaSsary and totally inappropriate use of taxpayers’ mon-
. . ... Rarty political advertising by any other description.

response to the inquiry on MRETs (mandated renewable’ o
energy targets), its decision not to increase the targets and thtdeed, on Wednesday 4 July, the leader in this place, the
re-election of the federal Howard government, the role oHon. Paul Holloway, revealed that he supported ‘proposed
state governments in the abatement of the threat of greeR€W laws to cover financial "kick backs" and "cash for
house gas emissions must now come under the spotlight. comment” in a range of areas including the mediébut he

It seems to me that it must be up to the Democrats to teffaYS the laws must include the government as well.” Notwith-
the state government what to do. Today, | propose thétandlng this apparent pre-election determination to overhaul

establishment of a state backed MRET scheme and a stegvernment advertising ,upon W‘”r!‘”g offi_ce, l n‘otice th_a’_[ the
based PV rebate scheme. During the election campaign, muBf!icy don the Prelrplers web site dentltled Advertising
was made of the untapped potential of a cooperative approa§fi0c€dures manual for campaign and non-campaign govern-
in a nation of Labor state governments. Whilst there is ndnent advertising services 1997’ remains the same as it was
federal Labor government, there is still the possibility of state" 1997. . . L )
and territory Labor governments joining together to drive Is'entafre'edom of information application to the Premier
investment in the renewable energy sector. A nationwide staR#€king copies of any documents or any other papers or
and territory Labor compact would give life to federal conventions issued to the public sector providing guidance,
Labor's commitment to sign and implement the Kyotoa”d | discovered that there had been no change. | asked

Protocol. Most importantly, it would be a commitment to 9uestions as to whether the government had breached its
future generations. election promises, and finally | got this answer. | note that,

. . . when the government decided it would give the answer, it
Should we choose to do nothing, global warming will have, Hought it could be too smart by haErstwhile reporter with

devastating consequences for future generations of Soui e quirky bent. Tom Richardson. reported in todav's
Australians. Parched lands are poor lands, and globa] quirky i . » ep y
newspaper as follows:

warming will scorch large parts of the productive land of this

state, rendering it useless. The Murray will be reduced to a Lh(aftg]hovlerr}rpen}_spen@ more than $21 micljliton on a"t‘gez'rgSiUﬁ. in
, - h : ch of the last two financial years, compared to almost $24 million
series of fetid ponds, in the process breaking the economgem by the previous Liberal Government and the incoming Labor

backbone of our prosperity. Unless we have reduced outovernment.
electricity consumption by 2040 via demand management aqd
virtually eliminated reliance upon coal by the use of wind,
hydro, photovoltaic, biomass, natural gas and cogenerati

means of energy generation, we will have failed the future yestion. It did not mention that the government had not

As the Premier says: greenhouse gas emissions and t Siewed advertising policy, as promised, and it did not

greenhouse effect are threats greater than terrorism. B ention what the government had spent monev on. Vit
actions speak louder than words, Mr Premier. We have hear Hvertiser did sag was that $11 5pmillion Wgs s.pent on

the words, and now we are waiting for your government toadvertising by the government in nine months. However, | am
take substantial action.

not sure where that came from, because it does not appear in
the answer. Anyway, | am sure Mr Richardson will go to
GOVERNMENT ADVERTISING some trouble at some stage to report both sides of the

] argument when he gets reasonable space to report something.
The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: On 21 Qctober 2002—nearly What the answer actually shows is that, in the six months
two years ago—I| asked a question of the governmenéin

concerning aovernment advertising. On Mondav—nearly tw ce it took office, it spent $6 million. As | have said, in
99 9. day—nearly roviding those figures the government was too smart by
years later—I got an answer. In my explanation, | pointed ou

. : . alf, because a careful analysis shows some serious questions
gg\t/e'rr;rﬁggtl Atg\?erlt-iisoirr:. N(ngb' ?g&?tphogaiizgggugﬁg X:faboutthe government’s spending priorities. It shows that the
countability) Bill 2001 A%]t the Jtime 0%””3 introduction. he Labor Party spent half a million dollars more on advertising

y : ’ lotteries, nearly $180 000 less on health advertising, and

held a joint press conference with the then leader of th -
opposition and now Premier, who endorsed the bill. At the%‘?'?’o 000 less on WorkCover work safety advertising. It also

same time, on 3 June the now Premier issued a press rele spent $450 000 less on anti-smoking campaigns. It did not

. : : . ae{/e to advertise a festival of arts, so it did not spend
pledging an immediate review of all state governmenta

advertising promotional spending if Labor won at the nex nything there. We see where this government’s priorities lie.
: gp pen .g it is not interested in public health outcomes, and it is not
election. He is quoted as saying:

interested in safety at work. It wants us to all buy keno
If Labor wins the next state election, people will see a dramatigjckets. | just wonder why the Hon. Nick Xenophon, who was

and immediate shift in spending priorities Labor believes in ; i i e
different priorities; | am quite happy to take a knife to the spinqulte stror_llg in his ﬁ.“t'.C'Sm of the former government, has
doctors if it frees up more money for real doctors to cut the hospitaP€€N SO silent on this issue.

waiting lists. The Hon. Nick Xenophon:No, | haven't.

must say that the article did not include the fact that the
overnment had failed to change a single policy since
ssuming office. It did not mention anything about the
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The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: Yes, you have. He must soon Australian Psychological Society said the current regulations
come to the same conclusion as we have on this side, that igpresent an improvement but also said that the court and not
that this government is all spin. Indeed, the bulk of thethe Crown Solicitor ‘should determine the nature of expert
$1.2 million difference is made up of the following: the Quit evidence that it will choose to accept or reject’.
campaign, $400 000; tobacco control unit, $200 000; arts and
Festival Centre, $440 000; and the TAB, which was not The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: This is an extraordinary
owned by this government after the election, $380 000—&eries of events engaged in by the Attorney-General, and it
total of $1.4 million. Yet it has dramatically increased represents utter contempt for this parliament. So that
Lotteries advertising for keno by 50 per cent, or $523 000members understand, the history of these regulations are:
That is an indictment of this government, its priorities and itsfirst, the regulations under the Criminal Injuries Compensa-
rhetoric, and | look forward to Mr Richardson reporting thattion Act were introduced on 19 December 2002. Second,
in a balanced fashion. regulations under the Victims of Crime Act were introduced
on 1 January 2003. Third, regulations under the Criminal
Injuries Compensation Act and under the Victims of Crime
Act were disallowed on 16 July 2003. Fourth, regulations
under the Victims of Crime Act were introduced on 24 July
2003. Fifth, regulations made under the Victims of Crime Act

GOVERNMENT ADVERTISING were disallowed on 15 October 2003.
Sixth, the Victims of Crime (Criminal Injuries Compensa-

The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: | seek leave to make & +jon Regulations) Amendment Bill was tabled and read for
personal explanation. the first time on 12 November in the House of Assembly, and

Leave granted. read for the second time on 17 November 2003 in the House

The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: The Hon. Mr Redford ¢ Assembly. Seventh, on 3 December 2003, the bill was read
has just referred to my lack of action in terms of the governy, yhirg time and amended in the Legislative Council and has
ment's advertising campaign and that | criticised the formetemained in a deadlock. Eighth, regulations under the Victims
government but not this government. | place on the records crime Act were reintroduced on 18 December 2003.
that | have asked questions in this chamber about that matt‘l\ﬁinth, regulations under the Victims of Crime Act were
Indeed, the day after the government's budget was handegsaliowed on 5 May 2004. Tenth, regulations were intro-
down earlier this year, | held a press conference where | Wa§,ced under the Victims of Crime Act on 20 May 2004.
highly critical of the Hon. Mr Rann for his promises on this Eleventh, regulations under the Victims of Crime Act were
matter. It was reported extensively on a number of televisioRjisaliowed on 2 June 2004. Twelfth regulations under the
stations, so my views on this matter are well known. In facty ctims of Crime Act were reintroduéed on 29 July 2004.
| think my criticism of this government was more widely  hs Attorney-General has introduced regulations on about
disseminated than of the former government on this veryy occasions, and he has also introduced a bill. On every
ISSue. , , single occasion this Legislative Council has told him that the

The PRESIDENT: That is very close to becoming & mqge| he has come up with is unacceptable, and on one
debate. Personal explanations are normally confined to WhegR - asion we amended his bill, and on five occasions we have
you were misquo'ged or misreprgsented; and where misreprgisaliowed the regulations.
sentation comes in, | suppose, is debatable. Standing orders prevent my making any comment about
the intellectual capacity of the Attorney-General in under-
standing what the Legislative Council is demanding in terms
of these regulations. However, | can tell the Attorney-General
that he ought to read our lips, and our lips say that this is not

VICTIMS OF CRIME acceptable. The Attorney ought to go back to the drawing
board and come up with a set of proposals that might be
The Hon. J. GAZZOLA: | move: acceptable. Itis disappointing to stand up here time and again

That the regulations under the Victims of Crime Act 2001, and disallow regulations made by this Attorney-General.

concerning Allowable Victim Compensation made on 29 July 2004  This is unprecedented. Of course, | recall that in the
and laid on the table of this council on 15 September 2004, b@revious government some regulations on fishing were

disallowed. disallowed on two separate occasions but, at the end of the
| advise that, at its meeting this morning, the majority of theday, the then minister (I think it was the Hon. Dale Baker)
Legislative Review Committee voted to recommend thehad the wit to come up with an alternative strategy to deal
disallowance of these regulations. | was part of the minoritywith the issue that did not offend against the principles that
and, therefore, opposed the motion to disallow. However, therere being advanced by the Legislative Council. | have never
regulations specify which reports the Crown Solicitor will seen a government minister thumb his nose so repeatedly and
pay for in a victims of crime compensation claim. so regularly at this chamber. It is an absolute disgrace that the
The committee received submissions from Mr Russelfirst law officer in this state seems to think that he can keep
Jamison and Ms Koula Kossiavelos, solicitors who handl@éamming this regulation back at us because, at the end of the
victims of crime compensation claims, and the Australiarday, it will keep going back to him.
Psychological Society. Mr Jamison indicated that amend- | also draw the attention of members to the state of the
ments to the regulations that were disallowed on 5 May 200€riminal Injuries Compensation Fund. Itis in good shape. It
‘are of no consequence and, therefore, these current regulia-not in any danger. Indeed, when one looks at the biggest
tions should be disallowed’. Ms Kossiavelos said therisk to the Criminal Injuries Compensation Fund, one can see
regulations should be disallowed because they ‘prevent leg#hat it is from those very same bureaucrats who are now in
practitioners from obtaining specialist medical opinions’. Thetrouble for hiding money and not properly returning money
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to Treasury. From my understanding, the Attorney-General'é\t the outset, | disclose again that | am one of the patrons of
Department wants to build up this fund so that it can hire arthe Asbestos Victims Association of South Australia, and |
army of bureaucrats to run seminars as opposed to payiragm very privileged to be part of that organisation. Over the
good, hard-working victims of crime proper and reasonablgears, | have worked with Mr Colin Arthur, who recently
compensation. | hope that the Attorney finally gets theeceived an Order of Australia medal for his work. Mr Arthur
message after we vote this regulation down today. is very ill because of his exposure to asbestos. | am now
working with Mr Terry Miller, who has also been exposed to
The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN: ~ One could almost say asbestos over the years as a result of his work with asbestos
‘ditto’ as this is a tedious repetition of the same issue that hagroducts. It is a great privilege to be working with that group
been debated convincingly in this chamber; and the scoref individuals and to be associated with all the work that they
sheet was very effectively demonstrated by my colleague there doing. | wish to dedicate this bill to Belinda Dunn, who,
Hon. Angus Redford. I think | feel most concerned about allas a toddler, was playing at her family’s home some 33 years
the advice that we (as a committee) have received and that thgo when some renovation works were being undertaken. She
Attorney has received that the regulation deprives victims ofvas playing king of the castle on fibro rubble which was left
crime of what are reasonable expert opinions to assist iat her parents’ home and which contained asbestos.
assessing the damages that should be appropriate to theBelinda Dunn has since been diagnosed with meso-
injuries received. thelioma. She is 36 years old. Against the odds, she is still
Itis not a question of semantics; it is not a question of thewith us today. The diagnosis was made some five years ago.
government versus the rest: it is a question of those peoplder son Nathan is six years old and, over the years, she has
who are working in the field coming forward and saying, received support from her husband Stephen. She has defied
‘This is unfair.’ It is on that basis that the Democrats persisthe odds, and | hope and pray that she will continue to do so
in their role in terms of having a representative on thefor many years. However, Belinda Dunn was exposed to
committee (and | am that representative) to oppose thasbestos because her family did not know of the risks and did
regulations as they are returned stubbornly by the Attorneysot know that asbestos could kill or lead to very serious
General who appears to be more determined to exercise thigalth problems. We have learnt over the years that the extent
rather frivolous, vexatious approach to dealing with regulaef the problem is massive. We know already that, in the next
tions. The Attorney should realise that this is an ever20 years, some 2 500 South Australians are marked to die as
revolving circumstance, that we in the Legislative Councila result of their exposure to asbestos products. We know from
will not accept the regulations in their current form and thatthe medical evidence that it can take between 20 and 40 years
he best do something about it if he wants our approval.  from the time of exposure to asbestos for it to manifest into
an asbestos related disease—and mesothelioma is the
The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: | support the motion. | deadliest of those diseases.
am substantially in agreement with the remarks made by the we know from the recent Jackson inquiry into James
Hon. Mr Redford and the Hon. lan Gilfillan. This is a long- Hardie Industries of their culture of deceit and the way in
running saga. | find it absolutely staggering that the Attorneywhich they hid the true extent of the problem over the years.
General has been so obdurate in dealing with this matter. Thisrom information to which | have referred in this chamber in
matter ought to be resolved satisfactorily. The complaints argespect of a bill to protect the rights of asbestos victims we
legitimate. The Attorney has not acted on those legitimat@now of whistle blowers who were aware of James Hardie’s
complaints. Attempts to negotiate and conciliate this mattegffectively covering up the risks of exposure many years
have failed dismally. | urge the Attorney to sit down with the ago—two to three generations ago. We know from the
interested parties and sort this out once and for all, becaugckson inquiry that James Hardie’s behaviour has been
this is becoming a case of high farce. nothing short of disgraceful in the way in which it has
Unfortunately, this farce has very unfortunate conseattempted to avoid its liabilities to the victims of asbestos
quences for the victims of crime. This government pridessxposure by setting up a company in the Netherlands. It has
itself on doing the right thing by victims of crime. However, asset stripped its Australian operations and shifted those
the way in which it has dealt with these regulations and theissets offshore, leaving a grossly under-funded medical
contempt with which it has dealt with the Legislative Council compensation fund. Of course, the Australian Securities and
indicates that, certainly, its record is blemished with respedhvestments Commission is currently investigating the
to this matter. | urge the Attorney to do the right thing, reachconduct of those directors—and let us wait to see what arises
a solution that is reasonable in the circumstances and to stet of that.
this nonsense. | think that the investigative reports by Craig This bill is not about the issue of compensation; that is
Bildstein of The Advertiser were very useful in the context something that needs to be dealt with elsewhere. | hope that
of providing the history of this matter. Again, | urge the the victims groups and the ACTU, which are negotiating with
Attorney to reach a sensible solution rather than continuingames Hardie, come to a satisfactory solution and do not let

with this ongoing farce. James Hardie get away with what they have attempted to get
Motion carried. away with. This bill is about preventing the next wave of
asbestos exposure. Itis about ensuring that lives can be saved
ASBESTOS (PROTECTIVE MEASURES) BILL by some simple, practical measures to ensure that South

: Australians are aware of the risks involved with asbestos
__The Hon. NICK XENOPHON obtained leave and gynosure. In recent years we know that there has been an
introduced a bill for an act to provide for protection proced-ghso|yte craze in this country with home renovations. As we
ures in relation to the presence of asbestos in premises. Re?ﬁ'ow, there are a number of high-rating television programs
afirst time. such asThe Block which are all about renovating, and

The Hon. NICK XENOPHON: | move: renovation mania has taken place throughout our state and the
That this bill be now read a second time. nation.
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One of the consequences is that many individuals can beot wait for a national approach—not wait for the lowest
exposed to asbestos products. | have received informatimommon denominator—but, instead, to go forward and
that approximately two-thirds of homes built before 1982ensure that South Australia is a pacesetter with this legislation
contain asbestos products, whether it is asbestos roofingo that we can set the template for the rest of the nation in
asbestos in the eaves, the fibro asbestos homes or tHealing with asbestos exposure and minimising the risk for
cladding. A whole range of building products contain South Australians.
asbestos and, if that product is disturbed, damaged, becomesA national approach will take too long. We need to be the
brittle or is sawed or broken as a result of renovation workfirst state with such a service, and we can show the rest of
asbestos fibres are released into the atmosphere. In questibastralia how to do it, in terms of dealing with this terrible
time today the Hon. Julian Stefani asked some very legitimatissue. Given that South Australia has the second highest rate
and important questions about the potential risk of asbestqgeer capita in the world of mesothelioma (the deadly lung
exposure and what is being done to inform the public. Thizancer caused by asbestos exposure), | believe that it is
bill seeks to deal with that in a straightforward and compreincumbent on this parliament to do the right thing and to
hensive manner. This bill seeks to ensure that a hotline isove forward; not to be part of some national scheme that
established to provide members of the public and, in particumight occur in 12 months, 18 months or two years, but to act
lar, home renovators with information and advice relating tasooner rather than later with such a hotline, which | believe
the presence of asbestos in any premises. Currently we do natll inevitably save the lives of South Australians in many
have that hotline or that central source of information. It isyears to come.
important that we do so to ensure that, in the next 20, 30 or
40 years, we do not have another wave of ashestos related The Hon. G.E. GAGO secured the adjournment of the
iliness and deaths. debate.

The hotline must be provided free of charge, it must
operate during normal business hours and it must be staffed”’SHERIES (PROHIBITION OF NET FISHING IN
by people with appropriate knowledge and experience in ~ GULF ST VINCENT) AMENDMENT BILL
dealing with asbestos in premises. We do not have that at the . .
mome%t. It is important th%t we have an easily found number. The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN obtamed [eave and intro-
and a number that is advertised widely throughout the stat%l;ﬁ(;?t?n?gl for an act to amend the Fisheries Act 1982. Read

and the bill provides for that), to let people know that this '
gervice existps so that they zjo not IC(gxplgse themselves or 1he Hon. IAN GILFILLAN: I move:

The bill also provides for home inspection services so that, urge support for the legislation. In my second reading
if need be, inspectors can visit a residence to advise as tmntribution | would like to briefly cover the background to
whether or not material contains asbestos. This is not the béais bill. The message really is that the whiting stocks in
all and end-all in terms of dealing with this issue, but it is anSouth Australia are severely depleted and are currently over-
important step forward to ensure that we reduce the risk dished. The Democrats’ concern for the effects of net fishing
exposure to asbestos by future generations of South Aug Gulf St Vincent has resulted in this legislation, which is
tralians. Having a hotline will raise that awareness, andgimed at removing net fishing, except in special circum-
advertising a home inspection service is an important step istances, from the whole of Gulf St Vincent.
that direction. The government has already moved in other |think | ought to declare a matter of peripheral interest in
respects to deal with asbestos, and | am grateful for theo far as the waterway that will be embraced by this measure
support of the Labor Party in previous years, and, indeed, déps on the shore in front of my home on Kangaroo Island.
some Liberal members of parliament in the other place, infeel it is appropriate that honourable members are aware that
dealing with the issue of asbestos exposure—and, of courskeam not totally disinterested in the fact that, if this bill is
the Democrats and others, including the Hon. Julian Stefargffective, netting will be prohibited completely through the
in this chamber who has been very concerned about asbestoaters of Antechamber Bay.
exposure over the years. This is about doing the right thing | value the role that commercial fishers play in our
to ensure that we do not have more and more deaths in tleemmunity and our economy. If | personally had to catch
future as a result of exposure to asbestos. King George whiting, my level of consumption would be

I should acknowledge that the Premier (Hon. Mr Rann) isunacceptably low. Quite clearly, | depend on the skills of the
also a patron of the Asbestos Victims Association. He hasommercial fishers to provide the excellent eating of King
been a very strong supporter of that association and he h&eorge whiting, one of the world’s most sought after fish.
done the right thing by that association in terms of his support The bill is not about attacking commercial fishing but,
of legislation for the victims of asbestos exposure. Howeverather, putting an end to net fishing in Gulf St Vincent and
I note that, in a recent report ithe Advertiser regarding the  being fair in the management of the King George whiting
idea of a hotline, as | understand it, the Premier gave broafishery. The fishery is in trouble. Scientific evidence shows
endorsement for the concept but was quoted as saying that tiet stocks of King George whiting are currently over fished,
was looking at setting up a national hotline. That is somethingnd it is not sustainable to continue as we have done. The
with which | take issue. problem is particularly acute in gulf waters. The simple

I beg to differ with the Premier in relation to that, for the answer is that we need to take fewer fish to allow the
following reasons. The Premier has made much (and this ispawning population to recover. PIRSA recently released a
certainly not a criticism of the Premier) of his associationreport conducted by SARDI into King George whiting
with the Hon. Don Dunstan, one of the great premiers of thi§S1laginodes punctata).
state, and dedicated his first days in office to the memory of The Hon. J. Gazzola interjecting:

Don Dunstan, and | congratulate the Premier for doing so. | The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN: | am happy to accept
urge the Premier to take a leaf out of his mentor’'s book andorrection in the pronunciation from the Hon. John Gazzola,
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who | am sure is an expert in that terminology. This stock Although the minister has indicated that he will review net
assessment was dated September 2003 and is a comprehgiges, there is little doubt that the nets currently used in the
sive analysis of the fishery. It is valuable in that it includesgulfs have a large impact on undersized whiting, as | have
information on the impact of both commercial and recreationalready indicated. My understanding is that PIRSA fisheries
al fishing. The minister’s response to this report has been tsigned on to the national policy for by-catch reduction and
introduce new regulations restricting recreational fisherscommitted to reducing netting in nursery areas as a means of
Information published by the minister’s department states:controlling by-catch. However, not one closure has been
A new minimum size limit of 31 centimetres will apply for all Implemented since that time that me.\kes. any reference to this
King George whiting caught east of the line longitude 1360 (neaﬁoncy' I o not think the effect of netting in nursery areas can
Cape Catastrophe, south of Port Lincoln, including all the waters ope understated, and | have heard too many stories of a small
Spencer Gulf and Gulf St Vincent).The current minimum size limitnumber of netters who are happy to haul a net through
O e neab b e S8 o FEn AT GO USS:seagrass i the hope hey wilget some fih thl arelegal,
31 centimetres applies to both recreational and commercial fisher .h'c.h may be only 30 per'cent of the total catch. The rest will
There will be a reduction in the daily recreational bag limit for King 0 discarded. The more fish caught, the greater the chance of
George whiting from 20 to 12 and the boat limit from 60 to 36, fish suffocating in the bunt of the haul net.
A s o ioduen o Sdica e ot T o cabinie - 11e puroose of s bil s 0 put an o net fhing
wi . i hill i i
to provide for a reasonable catch by egc_h fisher and also as.sist{%uIf StVincent. Th? substanqe of this bill IS achleved
reducing illegal sales of King George whiting. rough t.he expansion of_ section 41 of the Flsherle§ Act
1982. This section makes it an offence to engage in a fishing
Quite clearly, this matter will excite ongoing discussion andactivity of a prescribed class. Under the new provisions of my
criticism. However, that is not the major purpose of this bill. bill, this wide power of the minister to prescribe fishing
I must make an observation on the side that, although thesgtivities is retained. The minister will continue to be able to
regulations may not be perfect and should be subject tgrohibit specific activities. In fact, it is interesting to note that
ongoing assessment, it appears to us that at least they aréna minister could at this very moment use the existing
step in the right direction. In addition to this, the notice provisions of the act to ban net fishing in Gulf St Vincent.
discusses the reductions in catch that have already been magrearly, he has not done this and that is why we are taking
by the commercial sector and that net sizes will be reviewe¢his measure. The bill will take the decision which the
to minimise by-catch of juvenile fish. minister is reluctant to take out of his hands.

The problem over some time has been that, although the | urge members to take note of the bill. The actual
size of the whiting has been increased, the actual mesh legafigfinition of Gulf St Vincent is spelt out clearly in the bill.

able to be used on the nets has not. In fact, undersized fish dfds spelled out in some detail in clause 3, so honourable
caught in the net and the survival rate of fish thus caught ig1embers will be able to see the extent of the intended banned

belief that the government needs to be fair in its approach tB'easure will be reviewed after five years, when the desira-
the management Of the K|ng George Wh|t|ng fishery_b”ny Of Its Cont|nu|ng or be|ng mOdIerd W|” aISO be
Reductions in commercial catches in Gulf St Vincent haveéeviewed. | commend the bill to the council.

not been large and, given the population spread across coastal
waters, it is not unreasonable that recreational fishers woul
account for a large proportion of the total catch in Gulf
St Vincent—and should continue to do so.

The Hon. G.E. GAGO secured the adjournment of the
ebate.

STATUTORY AUTHORITIES REVIEW
In saying this | do not mean that reductions should not be COMMITTEE: ANNUAL REPORT

made. However, these reductions need to be fair between
recreational fishers and the commercial sector. It seems to The Hon. R.K. SNEATH: | move:
me, however, that the government is targeting recreational That the 2003-04 report of the committee be noted.

fishers by not placing equally strong restrictions on COmMMeryyg i the ninth annual report of the Statutory Authorities

cial fishers. If we look closely at the stock assessment repofayiew Committee. and it provides a summary of the

in relation to the commercial sector, it shows that the,,mmittee’s activities for 2003-04. In November 2003, the
commercial catch is decreasing and that the netting comp

; . @ommittee tabled the report of its inquiry into the South
nent of the total commercial catch is only about_30 per centa siralian Housing Trust, and the Minister for Housing
However, _the report also s_hows that commercial netting i ccepted the vast majority of the recommendations arising
very heavily concentrated in Upper Spencer Gulf and Gulyom the report. The committee received 98 written submis-

St Vincent, where we have the biggest problems with fisijong and spoke to over 50 witnesses from the Adelaide

numbers. metropolitan area and regional South Australia. It visited
In 2002 commercial netting made up over 65 per cent oMurray Bridge, Port Augusta, Port Pirie and Whyalla to take
the total commercial catch in Gulf St Vincent. Although this evidence and to view the trust’s local facilities. The commit-
gulf makes up only 14 per cent of the total commercial catchiee will invite the management of the trust back in November
across the state, it accounts for some 40 per cent of the tot2004 to update it on progress and change within the trust.
netting catch. Netting has been phased out already in many In 2003-04, the committee also took a number of written
parts of the state. This is because of its impact on fislsubmissions and a great deal of oral evidence in relation to
populations, its indiscriminate by-catch and its effect on théts inquiry into the WorkCover Corporation of South
marine environment including seagrass. Netting activitie®\ustralia. It intends to report on these matters before the end
concentrate in near shore areas in the upper gulfs and také 2004. The committee also tabled a fifth report on the
predominantly small fish, but they have a greater relativéimeliness of annual reporting of statutory authorities for
impact on the fishery. 2001-02, and it reiterates its earlier recommendation that a
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central registry of statutory authorities be set up by theéhen, members will have a motion before them to allow them
current government. It will make a further report this year. to comment on any issue that arises as a result of the Auditor-
As Presiding Member of the Statutory Authorities ReviewGeneral’s Report. | indicate at the outset that this Auditor-
Committee, | thank the members for their ongoing contribu-General’s Report should be a matter of great concern to all
tion to its work. We are a diverse group, drawn from regionamembers of the Legislative Council and another place. Given
and metropolitan areas. The Hon. Nick Xenophon MLC andhat we have had the Auditor-General’s Report for only two
the Hon. Andrew Evans MLC are from newer independentlays or so, | must confess that | have not yet had a chance to
political groups, and the Hon. Caroline Schaefer MLC, thego through all five volumes of it page by page. Nevertheless,
Hon. Terry Stevens MLC and | are from the older establishedome of the more important sections and chapters | have had
parties. The committee’s research officer for the past 2@n opportunity to read closely. That is why | will conclude
months, Mr Tim Ryan, left in July 2004 to become anmy remarks when the council sits again and | have had a
economic policy adviser to the Premier (Hon. Mike Ranngreater chance to go through some of the other aspects of the
MP). Tim’s contribution to the committee’s work has beenAuditor-General’s Report in the interim.
outstanding, and we wish him well for the future. Miss Jenny  From the sections | have been able to read, it is clear that
Cassidy commenced duties as research officer on 20 Septethe Auditor-General has highlighted almost a systematic
ber 2004. Mr Gareth Hickery continues to be our secretarnpreakdown right across the board of financial controls and
and we thank him for his professional organisation andnanagement by the Rann government and, in particular, its
administration of the committee. Last but not least, | thankministers, led, in a financial sense, by the Treasurer. For the
Ms Cynthia Gray, our administration assistant, for herast two years or so we have heard lofty claims that the
untiring efforts behind the scenes to ensure the smootfjovernment has instituted tough financial controls, much
running of the committee. tougher than existed under the former government, and that
problems and concerns with state finances that the govern-
The Hon. T.J. STEPHENSsecured the adjournment of ment claimed occurred under previous administrations were

the debate. not occurring under the current Rann government administra-
tion.
INDUSTRIAL AND EMPLOYEE RELATIONS The Auditor-General's Report clearly demonstrates that
(PROHIBITION AGAINST BARGAINING those claims made by the Treasurer, the Premier and others
SERVICES FEE) AMENDMENT BILL are indeed untrue. It is clear that, right across the portfolios
we have looked at, we have seen a series of financial
The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | move: scandals, examples of illegal or unlawful acts and a series of

That the Industrial and Employee Relations (Prohibition Againstimproper procedures and practices. We have seen examples
Bargaining Services Fee) Amendment Bill be restored thWitice of deliberate falsification of financial accounts, so that the
ngir.as a lapsed bill, pursuant to section 57 of the Constitution Acfnformation provided to members of parliament in budget
papers during estimate committee processes have been
deliberately falsified so that incorrect answers to questions
have been provided to members of parliament as a result of
this breakdown in financial controls in the public sector.

I indicate that the quantum of funds at this stage nowhere
near rivals the quantum of funds involved in the State Bank,
but what we see here is a systematic breakdown similar to the
breakdown of controls that existed in relation to the problems
In moving this motion to note the Auditor-General’s Report,with the State Bank. We also see in the denial of responsibili-
| indicate that it obviously gives the capacity for all membersty by ministers, in terms of ministerial accountability, State
to look at the Auditor-General's Report and highlight Bank-type denials again from this Labor administration.
particular issues which might be of significance to them ofThose who were unfortunate enough to live through that
which they believe are of significance to other members angeriod of the late 1980s and early 1990s, when the problems
the community generally. We have two opportunities, giverof the State Bank were visited upon this parliament and the
the new structure of recent years with the timing of thestate, are all too familiar with Labor ministers denying
Auditor-General's Report and the estimates committees. Inresponsibility. We are all too familiar with Labor ministers
days gone by, the Auditor-General’s Report was available fopointing the finger in every other direction but themselves.
members prior to the estimates committee process and pri®adly, as a result of the Auditor-General's Report, we are
to the committee stage of the Appropriation Bill. Of course,seeing Labor ministers again pointing the finger in every
in recent years that has not been possible, with the budgether direction, endeavouring to scapegoat senior public
being brought down in May. Therefore, in the last few yearservants and others but being unwilling to accept the
the parliament has done two things. We have extendegksponsibility that rests with them as ministers of the Crown
guestion time in both houses to allow some limited additionain relation to public accountability for the expenditure of
guestioning of ministers about the Auditor-General’s Reporttaxpayer funds.

In the Legislative Council at least, as the leader of the The Hon. R.D. Lawson:Is that the same State Bank as
government | moved a motion to note the Auditor-General'she one Mike Rann described as the greatest success story in
Report, and that allowed all members to speak in the broaBouth Australia’s history?

about the matters raised by the report. Of course, that motion The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: My colleague the Hon. Robert
need not be moved only by the Leader of the Government: dsawson has a very good memory of the State Bank for a
Leader of the Opposition, | have the moved the motion.  variety of reasons. It is indeed the very same State Bank, and

I intend to address some issues today and speak at greatee Hon. Mr Lawson’s recollection is indeed accurate. As |
length when we return. For the remainder of this sessiorhave said, it is sad that we have not seen a willingness by this

Motion carried.
AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS (Leader of the Opposition): |
move:

That the council notes the Auditor-General’s Report.
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Rann government to say, ‘Okay, we have got significan$6 million, $8 million, $10 million and, ultimately, to
problems. We have had a systematic breakdown in terms &12 million?’
the financial controls that exist in the public sector under our In relation to the Attorney-General, one of the problems
administration, and we are now prepared to admit ours that, first, he spends virtually all of his time on talkback
mistakes and errors, and seek to correct them’. We have haaddio, finessing the files without actually looking at the books
a denial of responsibility. within his department and managing his portfolio. In my
As | go through some of the examples, we will see thatyiew, he has been negligent in terms of the financial manage-
first, the Attorney-General denies all knowledge and resporment of his department. As | said, he spends too much time
sibility for illegal actions which occurred within his own on issues which are of great interest to himself, but not
portfolio. We see ministers Weatherill and Hill deny all enough time looking at how the budget is being managed
responsibility for illegal acts, improper practices, deliberatewithin his portfolio. The Attorney-General must accept
falsification of accounts and a variety of other financial singesponsibility. One of the problems is with his ministerial
within their portfolio. Within the human services portfolio we staff—we see questions being asked in another place. His
also see the minister for human services, the minister fostaff spend time involved in a whole range of matters, of
family and youth services, and also the Minister for Adminis-which you would be familiar, involving union discussions
trative Services—a different one on this occasion, ministeand a range of other discussions that you would be very
Wright—all indicating that they are not prepared to acceptaware of, Mr President. But, obviously, they do not spend any
responsibility for what occurred and indicating that they haveaime at all looking at the financial controls within the
no knowledge of some of the actions that they claim are beingepartment. Party and factional operators have their role, but
undertaken by officers within their departments. they certainly do not assist you as a minister if you are
I now refer to a small number of these examples tadeficient in managing the financial budget of your big
highlight the significance of these issues. Members are weflortfolio. In the Attorney-General’s discussions—which, |
aware of the first one, which relates to the use of the Crowassume, are on a regular basis—with his chief executives and
Solicitor’s trust account within the justice portfolio, the his financial officers, why does he not ask how long it has
Attorney-General’'s Department. In summary, we evidentlybeen occurring?
see at the end of the financial years 2002-03 and 2003-04 The Leader of the Government (although he changed his
almost $6 million in a number of transactions. | think that thestory a bit) indicates that he gets weekly briefings on the
point that has been missed by some commentators is that tHisances of his departments. | must say that, if that is
is not just two transactions—one at the end of the financiabccurring, that must be a very recent occurrence. It would not
year 2002-03, and another one at the end of the financial yebe the sorts of budgets about which | was talking in terms of
2003-04—but we understand that this is a series of transathe overall performance of his department viz-a-viz the
tions towards the end of both of those financial years whebudget. | know what information is provided in relation to the
a total of almost $6 million was systematically squirreledtrade and economic development portfolio, and that sort of
away in the Crown Solicitor’s trust account. detail does not come out on a weekly basis. One might get it
I will not read at length all the graphic details of the on a monthly basis but, certainly, it does not come out on a
Auditor-General’s concerns in relation to that, as membersieekly basis.
would have heard them over the past 48 hours. In summary, Nevertheless, what controls did the Attorney-General
he highlights the illegal acts that are contrary to law; henstitute within his department? Was he getting monthly or
highlights the fact that there was the deliberate falsificatiomuarterly briefings? Was he asking questions about how much
of accounts; and he highlights concerns about budgetary amdoney was going into the trust fund account and why it was
estimates committee processes and parliamentary procesggsng into the trust account; and, if not, why not? That is a
being systematically misled. very simple question that all members ought to be addressing.
The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting: If he did not ask the questions, he was negligent or incompe-
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | do not think that he uses that tent. Why did he not ask the questions in relation to the
word but, as my colleague, the Hon. Mr Redford indicatesgxponential increase in funds within this account?
that is in essence what the Auditor-General highlighted. As Secondly, the issue then is: what responsibilities does the
lindicated today, in just three years we have seen an increa3eeasurer have? The Treasurer has significant resources
of about $10 million in the Crown Solicitor’s trust account. within his department that monitor expenditure within the
In 2001, the last full year of the Liberal government, the leveldepartments and agencies. There are officers who take on an
of funds in that trust account was a relatively modestccount manager role, and there is an account manager
$2 million or so, in terms of overall budget size. Now, threeattached to the justice portfolio. The issue is: what controls
years later, there is an increase of over $10 million to ovedid the Treasurer have in the monthly reporting through the
$12 million sitting in the Crown Solicitor’s trust account. We account manager in terms of what went on within the Crown
have seen over a $10 million increase in a very short spac®olicitor’'s trust account? If the Treasurer has instituted
of time in the Crown Solicitor’s trust account. proper financial controls, then squirreling away millions of
Mr President, the question | ask of you—and, if there werealollars secretly into trust accounts in a deliberate attempt to
ministers in the council representing the government, | wouldalsify accounts could not and should not occur.
ask this of them—is whether, if you are a responsible minister Account managers from within Treasury have the
and, all of a sudden, you see exponential increases in the lewasponsibility to monitor significant multimillion dollar
of funds from $2 million to $12 million over a period of time movements in accounts within portfolios. One reason they are
in a Crown Solicitor’s trust account, surely to goodness, aemployed is to manage the accounts and to monitor the
an Attorney-General you would ask questions of your seniobudgets within departments and agencies. There is a responsi-
officers and your own ministerial staff. You would say to bility, and the major responsibility rests with the Attorney-
your own ministerial staff, ‘Get some answers for me. WhyGeneral and his department, and | accept that. However, there
are these numbers going from $2 million steadily, througtshould be a fail-safe mechanism through the Treasurer’s
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controls. What we have seen, again, is the Treasurer taking The PRESIDENT: Unless the word ‘crook’ is directed
his eye off the ball and concentrating on issues that are nait a particular person, it is reasonably generic. It is not
important in terms of managing the finances, the taxpayersiormally the language that we would expect in the chamber.
funds, and their accountability. The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting:

Clearly, if this series of illegal practices has been occur- The PRESIDENT: | think that the minister is making his
ring for the bulk of the past two years, there has been a serisltuation worse by giving a definition. | think that that is
breakdown in the management of finances within the publiprobably a little intemperate.
sector. A series of questions needs to be put to the Treasurer The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: Given the leader’s sensitivi-
and to Treasury officers. Indeed, some of those questiorty on this matter, | will withdraw.
have been asked today, and others will be asked over the The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | thank the Leader of the
coming weeks as we seek to get to the bottom of this issuéovernment for his withdrawal. He knows that was inaccu-
This issue cannot and will not go away because it is togate and untrue, and he has now withdrawn that statement. |
serious in terms of its importance to the people of Southwelcome his acknowledgment that his intemperate comments
Australia. As | indicated yesterday, the people of Soutthave been withdrawn. The concerns that the Auditor-General
Australia and, indeed, Australia expressed concern ohas outlined in relation to the Crown Solicitor’s trust account
Saturday at the federal election in relation to the capacity ofilso extend across the board in terms of criticisms and
Labor governments to responsibly manage finances, whetheencerns in a range of other departments and agencies as
it be the economy and economic circumstances or budgetgell. The second example from the Auditor-General, which,
and finances. in my view, is probably the most stunning of all, was the

We have seen the concerns in South Australia with respegfnall example of a $5 million payment from minister
to the State Bank. We know that the Hon. Mike Rann and th&Veatherill's department of DAIS to minister Hill's depart-
Hon. Kevin Foley were senior people either within the Laborment of water resources. As we have been able to reconstruct
government or advising Labor governments at the time of théhe events, we understand that some time in June 2003, junior
State Bank situation. We know that the Leader of theor middle level officers within the two departments got
Government—and we welcome him back to the chamber—together and decided between them that they would transfer
has appointed the Bannon government's most senior Statée small matter of $5 million from minister Weatherill's
Bank adviser to be the person in charge of his departmentdepartment to minister Hill's department.

The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: | rise on a point of order, Mr What Premier Rann and Treasurer Foley are asking us to
President. Are deceitful comments such as that allowed to Heelieve as members of parliament is that a public servant in
part of the record? minister Weatherill's department decided to transfer

$5 million to a public servant in minister Hill's department
without minister Weatherill, minister Hill or the chief
executive officers knowing about it. All | can say as a former
Treasurer is that | find it almost impossible to believe those
) . particular claims. Indeed, if that is true, then both ministers
The PRESIDENT: Inaccuracy Is not new to the chamt_)er. oughtto resign or be sacked by Premier Rann for negligence
If the comment is offensive or casts aspersions on a particulgf, incompetent management of their departments and
member of the council or on the Governor it would be,qqncies hecause that has to be the most stunning admission
inappropriate. ‘Objectionable and offensive’ is okay; ot fajlure of a minister that this state has seen.
incorrect,, unfortunately,.ls a regular habit. What the Leader of the Government wants us to believe
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Well, it was none of those. The is that the administration of the finances in this state has
comments are entirely accurate and, on a later occasion, theoken down to such an extent that a public servant in one
Leader of the Government will have the opportunity t0gepartment can decide to hand $5 million to another depart-
indicate whether or not it was inaccurate to say that Premighent and there are no controls in this government and the
Rann was a minister in the Bannon government at the timgepartment. No minister says that he knows anything about
of the State Bank fiasco, whether Treasurer Foley was g no chief executive says that he knows anything about and
senior adviser to the Rann and Arnold governments at thgy ministerial officer or advisers know anything about it. It
time of the State Bank scandal and, indeed, whether his ne 5 Sergeant Schultz defence by this government that they
Chief Executive Officer (who this government has appointed, oy nothing—"We know nothing about these particular

to the Trade and Economic Development Department) Wagsyes and we are not interested in knowing anything about
not the most senior economic and State Bank advisghese particular issues.

available to former premier Bannon at the time of the State \y\grse than that, as has been established in the last

Bank fiasco. . 24 hours, one minister in this government, minister Hill, now
I invite the Leader of the Government (who is superadmits that he knew about it in September of last year and for

sensitive to factual criticism of himself and his government) gver 12 months has told no-one about it. He did not come to
when he responds at some stage to this or any other debagge parliament—

to point out where that statement was inaccurate in any The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: Why should he?

respect at all. | challenge him to indicate where that was. | The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: The Leader of the Government

think that his point of order indicates his gross sensitivity tosays, ‘Why should he?’ Let that go on thiansard record.

the factual criticisms that are being outlined by the AUditOf-Minister Hill knew in September of last year that an |||ega|

General— act had been committed by officers in his department. He
The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting: claims he knew nothing about it and for 12 months he did not
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Mr President, the Leader of the tell anyone about it, and the Leader of the Government says,

Government indicated that there were crooks in the forme#Why should he tell anyone?’ The Leader of the Government

government. | ask the Leader of the Government to withdrawn that interjection is supporting the fact that a minister who

The PRESIDENT: Is the minister claiming that they were
objectionable and offensive?

The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: Just incorrect; totally
inaccurate comments.
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was aware of an illegal act within his department should noSeptember. And that is in a written statement. Anyone who
tell the parliament, the Treasurer, the Premier, the Auditorhas run a business, a department or an agency is being asked
General or even supposedly his cabinet colleagues. The believe that $5 million was paid over on 1 July but no-one
Leader of the Government says, ‘Why should he?’” Thenoticed it until September. Mr President, | am not sure
Leader of the Government stands condemned by his owwhether you would be inclined to believe that story; that for
interjection. His standards in relation to financial competencéwvo months, sitting in an account, is a lazy $5 million that has
are indeed appalling. He, too, should resign for the appallinpeen transferred from the Department of Administrative and
standards that he is prepared to support in indicating by hismformation Services into the Department for Water Re-
interjection asking why a minister should report a particularsources, and people did not realise for two months that it had
issue. been transferred. We are being asked to believe, as minister
For 12 months this was covered up and concealed, and n#till has indicated, ‘Well, when we found out in September
one was told about it. Minister Hill tried to ensure that no-onethat the money was there, we reversed it and sent it back to
would eventually know about it. He did not want the the Department of Administrative and Information Services.
opposition to know about it. Over coming days we will see  [f, indeed, that is correct—and that is what the ministers
that a number of questions were asked by the opposition gy—we are being asked to believe that $5 million can sit in
the time and soon afterwards, that the opposition was givea department’s account without anyone noticing, under this
false information by the Rann government and its ministerRann government’s financial control system, and it is only
in relation to these issues, and that ministers have misled th&o months later we are told that it is reversed. If they are the
parliament— financial controls of this government, the Treasurer and this
The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: Mr President, | rise on a government ought to resign en mass—not only the Leader of
point of order. The Leader of the Opposition is makingthe Government for his statements earlier—
allegations that ministers have misled parliament. | suggest The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting:

that he can do that only by substantive motion. The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: The Leader of the Government
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Minister Hill stood up in the  saiq that he receives financial updates every week: if you

house today and indicated that his actions, at least in one pagfajieve the Leader of the Government, every week he gets his
were wrong and has apologised to the house, | understandbLljdget updates from the—

would invite the Leader of the Government to look at the Members interjecting:
statements made by minister Hill before he stands up again The PRESIDENT: drderl
seeking to defend the actions of minister Hill in relation to i : . .
these issues. The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: | know that, in relation to the
The PRESIDENT: Does the honourable member want P€Partment of Trade and Economic Development, that is not
to pursue the point of order? correct.
The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: | think | have made the Members interjecting:

point, Mr President. The PRESIDENT: Order! All honourable members will
The PRESIDENT: In light of today’s revelation, | think bear in mind their responsibilities under standing order 181.
it is best to leave that alone. Members will not interject or make loud noises when

The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: In relation to this transaction, | Someone is debating a matter in an orderly manner. Members
must admit that one of the things which confused me wagay not agree with the speaker, but that does not give them
why the transfer of $5 million occurred on 1 July. It has onlythe right to interject out of order.
just been revealed as to why it occurred on 1 July. Let me The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: As the shadow treasurer, all | can
explain as a former treasurer. The reason why you would trgay is that one would hope that the Treasurer and this
to transfer the $5 million sum before 30 June is that thegovernment would be able to institute a set of financial
accounts for the financial year are drawn up and finalised &ontrols that could prevent these sorts of circumstances from
30 June, in terms of what your balance sheet position is an@ccurring. One can only hope that, if a lazy $5 million drops
what your operating statement shows, and that is what thigto the department’s accounts, and it is not meant to be there,
accounts are signed off at for a particular financial year. someone might notice it. When you have a situation where

What | could not understand is why the $5 million wasthe department indicates that it is not aware of it, when we
transferred on 1 July. Evidently, in the end, it was a mistakehave ministers who indicate that they know nothing about it,
because what we are being asked to believe is that tHbis government stands condemned and, sadly, because of the
discussions occurred in June. On 27 June, one of theseterjection and the statement that the Leader of the Govern-
officers supposedly, we are told, if you believe the ministersment has made on this issue, he also stands condemned for
stories, acting as rogue agent and alone within the publibis attitude with respect to public accountability regarding the
sector, asked for $5 million from DAIS. DAIS agreed that it expenditure of taxpayers’ funds.
would provide it—or the rogue officer acting alone, if you  There are many community groups, and those of us who
believe the Rann government, agreed to provide théave followed the debate in recent times with respect to
$5 million before 30 June. But there was some delay in th@arents who have children with a disability—the Moving On
transfer, and the money did not arrive until 1 July. So, inprogram—have been very moved. They have been arguing
relation to that transaction, in essence, the intent was twith this government for something like, I think, $1 million
present a different set of accounts for 30 June than should $2 million a year for a program, and | do not think anyone
have been presented but, because of mistake and delay, it diduld object to additional funds being provided. At a time
not occur until 1 July. when they are being told ‘No’, we have this government

What we are also being asked to believe, if you acceppresiding over a situation where $3 million a year is being
some of the statements that have been made by the ministessjuirreled away in trust accounts so that other ministers who
is that, evidently, they did not realise that the money had beemight have programs in corrections, disabilities, human
paid into the account on 1 July and they did not find out untilservices or Aboriginal affairs—
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The Hon. P. Holloway:But that is what happened under ~ The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting:
you. We are stopping that happening. That was commonplace The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: Read the report! If this is not a
under you. damning condemnation of the administration of finances by
The Hon. R.I. LUCAS: If you think you are stopping it, this government, then | have never read a damning indictment
read the Auditor-General’'s Report, because you standnd condemnation of a government in relation to these
condemned for illegal acts, unlawful practices, impropelparticular issues. There are a number of other issues which
procedures and disgraceful falsification of accounts. You will mention when the council next meets in just over a
stand condemned in relation to it. | remind the Leader of theveek. A couple of claims which have been made by the
Government that the Public Finance and Audit Act has noffreasurer and the Leader of the Government in relation to the
changed in relation to these issues since the government cassue of carryovers and underspending are incorrect. On the
to power. The description of what is an illegal act has nonhext occasion, | will quote leaked government documenta-
changed. It is this government—it is the Leader of thetion. Thankfully, people are still able to provide leaked
Government and his ministers—who stand condemned by thieformation to the opposition. The opposition will be able to
Auditor-General for unlawful acts and illegal practices andcomprehensively demonstrate that what the Leader of the
for the deliberate falsification of accounts in a way that hassovernment and the Treasurer have said in relation to these
meant that members of parliament have been misled in ternissues is untrue.
of the answers that they have been provided with on these The claim that the former government had an automatic
issues. acceptance of carryover expenditure, that if there was
The third issue relates to the Crown Solicitor’'s trustunderspending it automatically carried over, is incorrect and
account. This is an extraordinary example, as well, becausmtrue. Ministers of the former government will know that
at least in relation to the first matter it was an issue where wefficers were required to go through a process when seeking
understand the former chief executive says she took adviagarryover of expenditure. In many cases that was approved,
from the Crown Solicitor as to whether or not that practicebecause, in the broad, it does not make sense to have a
was appropriate. That is her claim, but | am not in a positiorsituation where ministers and departments spend every last
to know whether or not it is accurate; | have not spoken to thelollar in the last week or two weeks for fear of losing it, if
Crown Solicitor. That was all done within a portfolio that there is genuine and valid reason why a program has been
reported to the Attorney-General. So it was a situation wherdelayed. The former government conducted itself sensibly in
the Attorney-General was responsible for all those departelation to these particular issues. If there was a genuine and
ments, agencies and trust accounts and there was a shufflinglid reason why a program had been delayed, then that
within those departments and agencies. particular expenditure could be approved for carryover in the
But the third example is more stunning in that, allegedlyfollowing year. If this government is not implementing that
what has occurred is that within the department for humamprocess, it is implementing a system which is destined for
services some money was actually put into the Crowrdailure in relation to these issues.
Solicitor's trust account, which reports to the Attorney- As members will know, | have asked a series of questions
General. So it is money from human services reporting t@bout the level of expenditure of the capital program in June
minister Stevens and | think minister Key, or whoever wasf the financial year. What we have found is that in some
the minister for family and youth services at the time; | thinkdepartments and agencies under this government up to 30 or
it was minister Key but | stand to be corrected on that. Sel0 per cent of the total capital works’ budget has been spent
there is money from that department somehow finding it$n the last 30 days of the financial year, in June. There is the
way into the Crown Solicitor’s trust account, reporting to thebig spend-up in June of the financial year to get the money
Attorney-General. off the books. | have asked questions about the last financial
How on earth that can occur under this government'siear but | have not yet got the answers. | am sure it will take
supposedly strict financial controls | have no idea. | have nat least 12 to 18 months to get answers in relation to this
earthly idea how that could have occurred. | understand hovssue.
it might occur within a particular minister’s portfolio with The whole issue of how we manage underspending and
accounts, departments and agencies. That is the first examglarryovers is important. When we return | will be in a
with the Attorney-General. But how a government couldposition to comprehensively demonstrate that the statements
countenance a set of circumstances—and the Leader of tiheade by the Leader of the Government and the Treasurer in
Government stands in this council and defends them—wherthe another place are inaccurate and untrue. | will be in a
money from one department is squirreled away in the Crowmposition to be able to demonstrate that conclusively. There is
Solicitor’s trust account, reporting to the Attorney-General,a range of issues which need to be explored, and | seek leave
completely unrelated departments and ministers, for the lifeo conclude my remarks later.
of me | cannot understand. | cannot understand how any Leave granted; debate adjourned.
minister of the government could pretend to defend it, as the
Leader of the Government, sadly, has done in relation tothese =~ AUTHORISED BETTING OPERATIONS
issues.
The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting: Order of the Day, Private Business, No.2: Hon.
The Hon. R.l. LUCAS: Well, we have a situation where J-M. Gazzola to move:
the Auditor-General has condemned this government and its Thatthe l;ulei rlégdkg: Strt?cétrl]tsr}griseg Egtgggiag%gtrms Anc1ta %%Ogn
ini i ini i i i i concernin 00 — s
?Agﬁ:;ﬁgg{ w:graedm{;;]s;rﬁg;)entg]d;e)ll.atlon to these Issuesgilsg/lll?\:vzeﬁél and laid onthe tablegof this (E)ouncil on3 Jung 2004, be
The Hon. P. Holloway interjecting:
The Hon. R.I. LUCAyS: So], accgsing this administration 1€ Hon. J. GAZZOLA: | move:
of illegal practices is not condemning the government? That this order of the day be discharged.
Again, the Leader of the Government says— Motion carried.
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TOBACCO PRODUCTS REGULATION (FURTHER prevent people from taking up smoking and have promoted

RESTRICTIONS) AMENDMENT BILL quitting the habit, whilst at the same time allowing heavy

promotion of tobacco products in public places. Why the

Adjourned debate on second reading. delay in dealing with the display of promotional material of
(Continued from 12 October. Page 239.) any tobacco products in these amendments? | especially

regret that the government has failed to act to restrict smoking

The Hon. A.L. EVANS: | support the second reading of in gaming rooms further—25 per cent is a meagre amount of
this bill. It is a great day for South Australia when we begina gaming room initially designated as non-smoking.
to take responsibility for the reversal of practices withinour  Given all that we know about problem gambling, as well
community that harm the people of South Australia. | believeys the health effects of smoking, | believe that the govern-
that this, with many other bills, is the be_ginning of reversingment should have sought to phase out more rapidly smoking
some of the harm and causes of the single biggest causegfgaming areas. Because of the addictive substances within
premature death in South Australia, where every dayopacco, it will always be an uphill battle to try to reverse the
10 young people aged 12 to 17 take up smoking. Tobaccgamaging effects of smoking in our community. It is our
companies know that their young customers will be loyal tojyty, though, to enact legislation that benefits not only those
them, because research shows that more than 90 per cent9bur community today but also for South Australians in the
smokers never switch tobacco brands. Research from thgiyre. | believe that this bill promotes long-term benefits for
Health Alliance for a Smoke-Free South Australia states thaoth Australians but only uses half measures in its approach.

the advertising and promotion of tobacco increases smokinge muyst be tougher in our stance against this dangerous and
rates and that it may be a stronger influence on young peopjgyrderous drug.

than peer pressure.

With new people taking up smoking every day (and = The Hon. CARMEL ZOLLO secured the adjournment
promotional material in their face telling them to do so) andyf the debate.
because smoking is the single biggest cause of premature
geath, disease and d!sablllty in Australl_a, | behev_e_that we CORRECTIONAL SERVICES (PAROLE)

ave a duty to restrict smoking and its advertising and AMENDMENT BILL

promotion in public areas. This bill strengthens provisions for
smoke-free_ workplaces and s_moke-free_ enclosed publ_ic In committee.
places. Whilst a number of businesses will be affected, this (Continued from 12 October. Page 241.)
measure will particularly affect hospitality settings in South -rag '
Australia. | am conscious of the claim that this industry will |
lose profits if changes are implemented too hastily. However, Clause 10. .
| believe that the amendments are soft in regard to the TheHon.A.J. REDFORD: When we finished yesterday,
introduction of the legislation and that we should take ave were dealing with clause 10 and, in particular, an
tougher approach in taking responsibility to see the revers@mendment moved by the Hon. lan Gilfillan. This is an
of these health problems within South Australia. extremely important amendment and, in my view, warrants

With respect to the temporary restrictions to the smoking/€"y careful consideration. The history of this matter, which
ban in proposed section 47, if smoking can cause prematu d to the introduction of this bill into this parl_lament, stems
death, disease and disability to South Australians, why are W&OmM an attempt on the part of the Premier to secure a
waiting until October 2007 for these changes to have ful¢@dline. He arranged for a review to be conducted by Mr
effect? Are we still content for men and women to work inWarren McCann of the Department of the Premier and
bars and suffer from the effects of passive smoking untifc@Pinet. I understand that, in a former life, Warren McCann
October 20077 Are we still content for pubs and bars to mak&as the chief executive officer of justice in Victoria and, as
large sums of money, while men and women in Souttsuch, _had some experience an_d Qeallngs in relation to
Australia are entertained where smoke in the air has beefPrrections. That was one of the principal reasons why he was
proven to be so hazardous? We should take a stronger starfggPointed to conduct the review.
than this amendment proposes. In introducing the bill, the minister said that it was not a

In regard to proposed new section 38A, relating to the salgéomplete review and that it was confined only to matters of
or supply of tobacco products to children, | am pleased tenajor concern. In relation to parole, the government, in the
find that it contains tougher measures in relation to théntroduction to this bill, sought to reduce automatic parole by
purchase of tobacco by minors. Research has shown that shigiinoving sex offenders and ‘other classes of offenders’ by
owners are still selling tobacco to minors, and, if this bill isway of regulation. The government has not sought to bring
passed, they will become vicariously liable for that action. 1US into its confidence as to what classes of offenders might
support this amendment, as shop owners will face strengttipe included in this category. Currently, the law requires that
ened requirements to take greater responsibility for th@ersons who are sentenced to imprisonment for more than
actions of their staff in dealing with under-age purchasers ofive years must appear before the Parole Board. In these
tobacco products. Tackling the underage take-up smoking RAses, the board has a discretion as to whether or not the
a very important measure to prevent long-term tobacco us@risoner may be released on parole.

| am disappointed with clause 15 of the bill, which is  For those prisoners in prison for less than five years,
designed to prevent the advertising of tobacco products in theection 66, as it is currently configured, provides that the
course of business—not because it restricts the promotion &oard must order release from prison upon the expiration of
tobacco products (I support that idea), but because it takestlae non-parole period. This is colloquially known as automat-
half-measure approach to an industry that will do whateveic parole. As | understand it, the effect of this amendment, if
it can to take advantage of the provisions. The governmeritis successful, is that each and every single person sentenced
should have gone further. In the past, we have attempted to a period of imprisonment greater than 12 months would
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have to appear before the Parole Board and would not beountry and, secondly, | asked whether he was aware that
entitled to automatic parole. people are largely unsupervised and that it creates a public
I have spoken with a wide-ranging group of people aboutisk. In a sense, the minister’s answer was candid when he
the effect of the Democrat amendment, and | can assure tlsaid that he had read parts of the Productivity Commission
Hon. lan Gilfillan and the Hon. Terry Roberts that thereport. He did not address his answer to whether or not he
opposition has given this measure a great deal of thoughlbelieved that that was an appropriate level of supervision.
Indeed, | spoke with the chair of the Parole Board, FranceBrom that answer, | can only assume that, deep down, the
Nelson QC, on two occasions—and, | might add, that isninister believes that that is an inadequate level of supervi-
probably two more occasions than the Hon. Kevin Foley orsion.
indeed, the Hon. Mike Rann has spoken to her—and she In the current environment in South Australia, we have a
made the following comments. First, she had been advisddrge number of parolees who are out there and not adequate-
that the proposed amendment would cost $2 million pely supervised, and a large nhumber of them are let out on
annum, and that is consistent with what the minister has toldarole automatically. Also, when a prisoner is automatically
this place on a couple of occasions. She also said that it Ist out on parole, they are not directly interviewed by the
arguable that, if the $2 million is available, it might be betterParole Board. Not only are they inadequately and improperly
spent elsewhere. She also said that the there might well besapervised when they are out there in the community but also
middle option of dropping the five year threshold andthe decisions and the options in terms of what the Parole
retaining a two or three year threshold at a more reasonabioard can do with these people are extremely limited.
cost. The second issue that has arisen over the past six months
Ms Nelson also pointed out that the administrative supporbr so in relation to parole is that in some candid statements
for the Parole Board is under enormous pressure. The statfie Chair of the Parole Board has said that she has little
level is currently six, three of whom are on stress leave, andonfidence in any supervision of people released on parole
there is insufficient space, causing serious occupational healthat takes place out there in the community. Indeed, in the
and safety issues. Finally, she conveyed to me that herase of one particular mental health patient—and | know that
administrative budget at the time | was talking to her (whichthe Hon. Paul Holloway apologised to Frances Nelson
was back in June) had been cut by $100 000. It is not cleaarivately for this but has not had the guts to do so publicly—
to me that the figures mentioned by the minister in terms ofhe minister said that the Parole Board had, in fact, supported
increased resources happened subsequent to that date, bttd release of a mental health prisoner to Berri when the
suspect that it did, and | am sure the minister will correct maranscript of the court hearing indicated that her submission
if | am wrong. That was the position that was put to me in awas that she could not support the release of that mental
fair and frank way by the Chair of the Parole Board. In termshealth prisoner, because she had no confidence in the
of the basic principle, she said that she does not have supervision of the prisoner when let out on parole.
problem with the removal of automatic parole. She believes What then are we then left with in relation to dealing with
that, in a system that is well funded, the removal of automatithis issue? First, we have the minister not challenging the
parole requiring the attendance of parolees or prisoners befofiadings of the Productivity Commission. Secondly, in his
the Parole Board before release would be a good thing. answer given on 1 July the minister said that, in terms of
If one looks at the issue dispassionately, there are twsupervision, the position could be a lot better. Thirdly, on the
countervailing arguments: one side has been well put bpart of the opposition we have a complete lack of confidence
the Hon. lan Gilfillan, and the other, which is mainly a or optimism in the government's having any plan which
monetary basis, has also been well put by the Honmight lead to better supervision of people let out on parole.
lan Gilfillan. Members might recall that on 1 July this year If they are not going to be supervised when they are let out
| asked a question of the minister concerning the Productivitpn parole, it inevitably leads the opposition to the conclusion
Commission and the issue of parole and the supervision dhat what you need is closer supervision, closer checking and
parolees after they leave prison. Indeed, on 1 July 2004 in thigreater monitoring at the point where you make a decision as
place, in an explanation to a question | put to the minister, to whether or not somebody should be let out of gaol on
said that the Productivity Commission indicated that theparole.
offender to staff ratio for community corrections was When you come to those conclusions, we believe that the
29.7 offenders per staff member in South Australia—theonly way to go is that, if there is little or no supervision of
worst in the country. In terms of the Productivity Commis- prisoners on parole or, at least, the worst supervision in this
sion, | also reported to parliament that, with respect tacountry, then we have to be more selective about release, and
operational staff, that is, the people who actually physicallythe Parole Board must have some say as to who will be
meet with prisoners who are on parole or who are out thereeleased.
in community corrections, South Australia had the highest Our position is that we do not support a system which lets
ratio with 42.5 offenders per staff member, compared wittout people automatically without any adequate supervision.
22 in Victoria. There are other options for the government and, certainly, the
I rhetorically asked how a corrections or parole officer canopposition would be prepared to hear other options from this
supervise and assist a parolee when he has, on averageyvernment. We would be prepared to listen to what the
42.5 of these people to monitor and supervise. | rhetoricallgovernment might say about its plans for the future. But, as
answered my own question by saying that that is impossiblegurrently advised, and with the information that we have at
we do not expect school teachers to monitor any more thaour fingertips, we believe that it is in the best interests of the
25 children in a confined environment, in a classroom, andommunity to remove automatic parole altogether. We
these are people who are probably relatively well-behavedupport the position put by the Hon. lan Gilfillan. We say so
compared to the class of people that we are talking aboutecause we have no confidence about supervision in the
here. | asked whether the minister was aware that we have tklemmunity, and we say so because, at least, this will provide
worst ratio of community corrections staff to people in thesome check and balance and, ultimately, some protection for
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the community before people are released. Our position iRedford asked a question about that and | will be providing
that we support this amendment. an answer to that matter. | did speak to Frances Nelson, but
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: | think that the honourable | did not apologise to her that night. | did apologise to her in
member has outlined the case for the opposition pretty welr€lation to another matter, that is, that some leaked informa-
and the Hon. lan Gilfillan has indicated his position. | knowtion provided the name of a person who was under protection.
how the numbers will move. We will divide on this amend- ~ That information was reported ifihe Advertiser and,
ment, but | understand how it all works. | have some furthessubsequently, the Hon. Angus Redford indicated that he had
information which we have been able to gather overnight angrovided some information. In relation to that matter, | did
which may persuade members to move their position. Iprivately apologise to Frances Nelson and | am happy to
relation to the questions about the numbers of paroleegpologise publicly. However, in relation to the issue of the
compared to the number of supervised children in classroomgansfer of that person, that information has to come from the
I think that the honourable member is comparing strawberriedttorney-General's Department and | hope that, in due
and lemons, and | will let members work out who are thecourse, | can provide it. As | said, in relation to the other
strawberries and who are the lemons. matter, | am quite happy to put on the public record that
The situation is that the case management of eachrances Nelson did assure me that she did not leak the
individual prisoner is important when parole is consideredinformation. | thought that someone else had put up their
Whether people have intensive supervision or electronifand forit. 1 was quite happy to apologise to Ms Nelson and
supervision and follow-up is one of the matters that rests witfRccept her assurance that she did not leak information. I hope
the Parole Board and with correctional services paroléhat clarifies the matter. It was in relation to that issue and not
supervisors in the community. South Australia’s situation idn relation to the transfer of a person to the Riverland.
that, in many cases, we do not have the type of prisoner who The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | accept the honourable
is detained in either New South Wales or Victoria. Again, itmember’s explanation. | am pleased to hear that he has
is a matter of consideration on a case-by-case basis. ~ apologised. | just hope that it becomes habit forming, because
When overall comparisons are made between the style arftf 1as & lot of apologising to do.
nature of crime, particularly brutal crime, certainly the 1ne committee divided on the amendment:

prisoners within the drug scene in New South Wales and AYES (8)
Victoria are far different from the South Australian stream of Evans, A. L. Gago, G. E.
prisoners and people who need to be supervised. | thank all ~ Gazzola, J. Holloway, P.
the people who work in corrections, and not just for the 2% Roberts, T. G. (teller)  Sneath, R. K.
years that we have been in government. In the last decade ~ X€nophon, N. Zollo, C.
prisoner numbers have been increasing. | pay tribute not only i NOES (12)
to the work done by the Parole Board but also to community ~ Dawkins, J. S. L. Gilfillan, 1. (teller)
corrections, as well as those people working in the system. Kanck, S. M. Lawson, R. D.
They do work at the full stretch of goodwill that govern- Iéerésfmlé, :]A '\3' A. I_Rucas,lg. "K
ments need to get the required results. | pay tribute to them. % ora, AA. . eﬁ/nof S, K
Further to my comments about the removal of automatic Ri gway, D. W. Schaefer, C. V.
Stefani, J. F. Stephens, T. J.

parole for offenders, | wish to clarify that the provision in the
bill would allow the prescription of a class of prisoner to be
excluded from the application of subsection (1), but the

Majority of 4 for the noes.
Amendment thus carried.

regulations would not be able to exclude a prisoner liable to
serve a period of imprisonment of three years or less. | think
that some discussion is still occurring about that class of
prisoner. | understand that the Presiding Member of the

Clause 11.
The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN: | move:

Page 6, lines 30 to 39, page 7, lines 1 to 4—
Subclauses (1) and (2)—delete subclauses (1) and (2) and

Parole Board has previously advised that, if additional monegubstitute:

was to be available—and the honourable member has—

The Hon. A.J. Redford interjecting:

The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: Yes, I think so. If additional
money was to be made available to the correctional servic
system there would be better ways of spending the mone
than removing automatic parole in all cases, as the Democr

(1) Section 67(1)—delete ‘five years’ and substitute:
1year

| argued the case for this series of amendments previously
d I do not intend to go over it again.

The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: | understand that it is

pnsequential.

amendment proposes. The government has taken the view Amendment carried.

that it is important that the Parole Board be able to exercise
all of its statutory powers and directions in relation to
prisoners imprisoned for sexual offences who would other-

The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | move:

Page 7, lines 14 and 15—
Subclause (5)—delete the subclause

wise be automatically released on parole, hence the provisidtis our view that, in making its decision, the board should

in the bill to allow the extension by regulation of classes ofcome to a conclusion as to how a prisoner is likely to behave

prisoners and the qualification about the three years imprisoshould the prisoner be released on parole. We had significant

ment. This will be a test clause, and we will see how it isdebate about this during the second reading stage, so | do not

treated. propose to traverse the same ground again unless members
The Hon. P. HOLLOWAY: Whilst we are on this clause, want me to.

| just use this opportunity to refer to the fact that the Hon. The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: The Hon. Mr Redford

Angus Redford had claimed that | had apologised to Francgszroposes to delete subclause (5), but | note that he has also

Nelson in private but that | would not do it in public in filed an alternative amendment.

relation to the transfer of a prisoner to Berri. The Hon. Angus  The Hon. A.J. Redford: Yes.
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The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: Currently section 67(4)(c) ence to reports on social background. Clause 11 of the bill
of the act allows the Parole Board to take into account theewrites section 67(4)(f) of the act. The decision was taken
gravity of the circumstance of the offence, but only in so farto remove the specific reference to social background reports.
as it may assist the board to determine how the prisoner idowever, in discussions on the bill it was suggested that the
likely to behave should the prisoner be released on parolsocial background of the prisoner may be a relevant consider-
The Hon. Mr Redford is concerned that the removal of theation for the board and that the board should be able to
qualifying words by subclause (5) will allow the Parole consider such reports. On reflection, the government has
Board, in effect, to resentence the accused. This is not thdecided to reinstate the reference. Parliamentary counsel has
intention. The government did not intend that the boardalso taken the opportunity to restructure the provision.
second guess the sentencing court. Rather, itis intended that, The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: The opposition supports the
when making a decision on parole, the board should be ablgmendment.
to take into account all relevant information. The adoption of  The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN: | have some concern about
the Hon. Mr Redford’s alternative amendment will make thisthe wording of paragraph (ii): ‘from community corrections
clear. The government opposes this amendment, but woulgficers'—no question about that—'or other officers or
be prepared to support the Hon. Mr Redford’s alternativemployees of the department’. Who would they contemplate
amendment No. 3. embracing, and for what reason?

The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN: I'have lookedatmy copy  The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: As the honourable member
of the Hon. Angus Redford's amendments, and | do not sef,s ingicated, prison officers, prison managers, may be able

the deletion of subclause (5) listed on these amendments.q give background information that is relevant to a prisoner’s
The Hon. A.J. Redford: It is amendment No. 2. behavioural background.

The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN: Sorry, | apologise: | do see The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN:  The term ‘community

it there. . ) - .
. corrections officers’, from what the minister explained to me,
The Hon. A.J. REDFQRD'WG have a_mendmentNo. 2 is prescriptive to correction officers who are out in the
or amendment NO'. 3 It |_s in the alterna_tlve. ... community, not working in the prison system. | am a little
The Hon. lan G".f'".ag' Your alternative wording is in unclear aboutit. I do not have any problem with correctional
amendment No. 3, is It’ . . officers who are in the prison system being involved but, to
The Han. A.J. REDFORD: No. If | win amendment me, the wording is too open-ended in its embrace of other

No. 2 | do not proceed with No. 3. If I lose No. 2, | proceed

: - o officers or employees of the department. That really embraces
with No. 3. The government has indicated that it will Supporty . e \who feels that they have some justification, or some
me on No. 3, which ultimately | will be happy with. Given

the inf tion f th t subiect o th pinion to lodge, and that then has to be considered by the
e Information from the government, SUbject o IN€ approvay, 54 |f it were just a matter of corrections officers per se,
of members, | will withdraw my amendment No. 2 on the

A T o woulditn r to make that wording ‘from correction
basis that the government has indicated it will support ouchf)iléedrSt,,)Ot be better to make that wording ‘from corrections

amendment No. 3. . - .
The CHAIRMAN: You need leave to withdraw, because . 1he Hon. A.J. REDFORD: While the minister is

it is now in the hands of the committee. dlsc_ussmg it, | will convey our view. | think that the broader
The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | seek leave to withdraw my the information available to the_ParoIe Board, the better. We

amendment No. 2. have been very fortunate in this state (and one would hope
Leave granted; amendment withdrawn that we continue to be fortunate) that we have had good
The Hon. A.J I’?EDFORD' | move: ' qua!lty pe_ople on our parole boards. If we find that we are

s ' ' getting officers who are busybodies or people who really do

Page 7, line 15—
Subclause (5)—after ‘be released on parole’ insert: not have much to offer, | am sure that the Parole Board,

and substitute: particularly under the current chair, would give them short
(but the board may not substitute its view of these matters for thehrift. I think the broader the categories, the better. Some-
view expressed by the court in passing sentence) times you might have former officers who want to give

The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN:  We are moving fairly information to the board.
rapidly with a bit of shorthand work. The government has In terms of employees of the department, they may well
indicated support for the amendment ahead of its beinge former officers who have transferred into an administrative
moved. | take it, from the willingness of the opposition to section. | have met officers within the minister's department
cooperate, that in fact it does not feel it has lost much byho perhaps are not community corrections officers but who
withdrawing amendment No. 2 and moving No. 3. are very well informed about what is going on in the system

The Hon. A.J. Redford: No. and, indeed, have developed relationships with prisoners and

The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN: | confess to not having others in that capacity. | think there might be an occasion
assessed the imbalance between those two, but | am conteviten they have something relevant to offer to the Parole

to rest with the decision of the Hon. Angus Redford. Board in its decision-making process.
Amendment carried. The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN: 1do notintend to extend
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: | move: this. |1 do not agree with the Hon. Angus Redford’s rather
Page 7, lines 22 to 25— benign judgment of where reports could come from. | feel
Subclause (7)—delete lines 22 to 25 and substitute: this could open the door to reports of which, however diligent
(f) any reports tendered to the board— the board may be, they are not a position to assess accurately

(i)  onthe social background, or the medical, psychologi- . S .
cal or psychiatric condition, of the prisoner: the motives or origins. | leave it on the record. | am not happy

(i)  from community corrections officers or other officers With the wording of it, but it is not of such magnitude | will
or employees of the department; and oppose the amendment.
I move this amendment to clarify the type of reports thatcan Amendment carried.
be tendered to the board. The amendment reinserts a refer- The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN: | move:



268

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

Wednesday 13 October 2004

Page 7, after line 25—
After subclause (7) insert:
(8) Section 67(5)—delete ‘(not being a prisoner who is serving
a sentence of life Imprisonment)’.
(9) Section 67(6) to (8)—delete subsections (6) to (8) and
substitute:
(6) The Board—

(a) must not specify a release date that is earlier than the
day on which the prisoner's non-parole period
expires; and.

(b) in the case of a prisoner who is serving a sentence of
life imprisonment—must specify a period of not less
than three years or more than 10 years for which the
prisoner is to continue on parole.

This is moving into new territory. | did indicate in my second
reading contribution that one of my intentions was to remove
the capacity of the executive to override the Parole Board.
Although this may not appear to be particularly significant in
the wording of the amendment, | will move amendment No. 3
standing in my name. It applies to section 67 of the act which
provides:

Release on parole—prisoners imprisoned for five years or more

67(1) Where a prisoner is serving a sentence of life imprison-
ment or is liable to a serve a total period of imprisonment of five

years or more and a non-parole period has been fixed in respect of

NOES (cont.)

Redford, A. J. Ridgway, D. W.
Roberts, T. G. (teller) Stefani, J. F.
Stephens, T. J. Xenophon, N.

Zollo, C.

Majority of 12 for the noes.
Amendment thus negatived; clause as amended passed.
Clause 12.
The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: | move:
Page 8, lines 2 to 5—
Subclause (4)—Delete lines 2 to 5 and substitute:
(f) any reports tendered to the Board—
0] on the social background, or the medical, psycho-
logical or psychiatric condition, of the prisoner;
(i)  from community corrections officers or other
officers or employees of the Department; and
Amendment carried; clause as amended passed.
Clause 13 passed.
New clause 13A.
The Hon. A.J. REDFORD: | move:
Page 8, after line 23—After clause 13 insert:

13A—Insertion of section 78
After section 77 insert:

the sentence or sentences—

(a) the prisoner; or

(b) the Chief Executive Officer. . .
may apply in the prescribed manner to the board for the prisoner’s
release on parole.
Then it goes on to state various aspects where it will not
apply. However, subsection (5) provides:

The board may, on an application under this section, order that
a prisoner (not being a prisoner who is serving a sentence of life
imprisonment) be released from prison on parole on a day specified
in the order.
Because the intention of my bracket of amendments is to
leave the sole determination of parole in the hands of the
Parole Board, that particular sentence in brackets is not
and (8) would be deleted. Subsection (6) provides: Parliament.

The board may, on an application under this section in respecthis amendment is what the opposition would call a compro-
of a prisoner who is serving a sentence of life imprisonment,ise petween the position adopted by the government and
recommend to the Governor that the prisoner be released. . . i -

) ) . o that taken by the Hon. lan Gilfillan on the previous vote. We
It is the Democrats’ intention to remove the obligation of thegre of the view that there is an odd occasion when it is
for leaving the executive to make the final decision. | amMyecommendation made by the Parole Board, and that was
moving for the deletion of both subsectlons. (6) and (8) for thgyhat we voted on only a few minutes ago. However, it is the
same reason. | am seeking to have substituted: opposition’s point of view that, if there is some intervention

(6) The Board— _ _ by the Executive Council or the Governor, the minister must

(@) (r)?]UVSvthrllgﬁ ?ﬁg%{%’sﬁégﬁﬁg r?f‘;;g}g%iﬁgg'g;mg‘sm g"’ﬁéble areportin the parliament. That is the position we take,
(b) in the case of a prisoner who is servingasentencé ofIifé”md It Is consistent ,V‘,"th our Iongstandlng. tradition of
imprisonment—must specify a period of not less thanopenness, accountability and transparency in government.
three years or more than 10 years for which the prisoneGiven the current government’s record, | suspect that it will
is to continue on parole. have some difficulty with this amendment, but we will see
The effect of the amendment would be to still keep the detailvhat happens.
of the conditions of the parole, but that decision would be The Hon. T.G. ROBERTS: This amendment inserts new
made exclusively by the board and would not be able to belause 13A, which requires the minister to table reports of
overridden by the executive. recommendations of the board, conditions of release and
The committee divided on the amendment: government reasons for refusing to approve board recommen-
AYES (3) dations. The government opposes this amendment, as it

78— Minister must table reports of recommendations
of Board and refusals (if any) to approve recom-
mendations

(1) The Minister must, within 12 sitting days after

receiving written notice of the Board’s recommenda-

tion and reasons for the recommendation that—

(a) a prisoner serving a life sentence be released on
parole; or

(b) the conditions under which a person has been
released on parole from a sentence of life impris-
onment be varied or revoked,

cause a copy of the recommendation and reasons to

be tabled in each House of Parliament.

(2) Ifitis decided that approval of any such recommenda-

tion should be refused, the Minister must, within 12
sitting days after the decision is made, cause a copy

Gilfillan, 1. (teller) Kanck, S. M. thinks it has the potential to prejudice the parole process. In
Reynolds, K. making a recommendation, the Parole Board can consider a
NOES (15) wide range of factors, including medical, psychological and
Dawkins, J. S. L. Evans, A.L. psychiatric reports. Victims are also to be more fully involved
Gago, G. E. Gazzola, J. in the process. Much of the information provided to the board
Holloway, P. Lawson, R. D. is of a highly personal and sensitive nature. An amendment
Lensink, J. M. A, Lucas, R. I. such as is proposed would have the effect of releasing such
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information that forms part of the board’s reasons for makinglustice Mason referred to having regard to the problems
a recommendation into the public domain. This could be ofissociated with giving reasons for a cabinet decision. The
concern to both victims and parolees. amendment also imposes a time limit on when the Parole
If the conditions of parole are tabled, information aboutBoard’s recommendations must be tabled. Although probably
where a prisoner is to reside could also become publiclynlikely, with the timetable set out, depending on the
available. This could lead to harassment of the parolee anghrliamentary sitting times, it is possible that a Parole Board
may, on occasions, impact on the parolee’s ability to resettleecommendation will need to be presented to parliament
into the community. The act contains confidentiality provi-before a decision is made by the Governor and Executive
sions which are intended to effect the privacy of prisonersCouncil. While this is not likely to be common, such an
victims, etc., and the integrity of the correctional servicesoccurrence would be highly undesirable.
process at the same time. The amendment is at odds with this The Hon. IAN GILFILLAN: In the usual gracious way

principle. It does not allow information to be withheld and of the Democrats, we are prepared to acknowledge that these
would cause undue hardship to a victim, or could put aamendments are worthy of support. They do not go as far as
parolee at risk. The amendment could have the effect afe believe the removal of executive overriding the Parole
inhibiting information put to the board or cause the board tqgpard should: we were unsuccessful with that amendment.
be less specific in its reasons in order to protect the privacijowever, we acknowledge that this is better than nothing and
of the parties. indicate support for both the intention of the mover that there
New section 78(2), as proposed by the Hon. Mr Redfordpe reports on the board’s recommendations and also that, if

will require the minister to table the reasons why a recomthe executive overrides the board’s recommendations, they
mendation to the Parole Board was not approved. In makinghould be made public.

a decision on the recommgndation of the Parole Board, t'he New clause inserted.
Governor acts on the advice of Executive Council. In this . .
state, the practice is that the Executive Council only acts and R_emalmng clauges (14 and 15), schedule z_md title passed.
advises in accordance with previous decisions of the cabinet. Bill reported with amendments; committee’s report
If reasons are to be given, it will be necessary for cabinet toadopted.
in effect, formulate and provide a reason for its decision. This Bill read a third time and passed.
is not a usual requirement of the cabinet process, where it has
always been held that cabinet deliberations are secret and
ministers are bound by the decision of cabinet. ADJOURNMENT
In the High Court decision, South Australia v O’Shea,
Justice Dean noted that cabinet is under no obligation to At 6.27 p.m. the council adjourned until Thursday
formulate to provide any reasons for its decision, while Chief14 October at 2.15 p.m.



