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Parliament, which adjourned on 29 March 2007, was prorogued by proclamation dated 5 April 2007. By proclamation dated
5 April, it was summoned to meet on Tuesday 24 April at 12 noon, and the Second Session began on that date.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY FERRIS, SENATOR J.M., DEATH
TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | move:
Tuesday 24 April 2007 That the House of Assembly expresses its deep regret at the death

of Jeannie Ferris, a senator for South Australia, and places on record
The house met at 12 noon pursuant to proclamation, thiés appreciation of her long and meritorious service, and that as a
Speaker (Hon. J.J. Snelling) presiding. mark of respect to her memory the sitting of the house be suspended

The Acting Clerk (Mr M.J. Lehman) read the until the ””9'”9 of the bells. .
proclamation summoning parliament. Early this month we were saddened to hear of the untimely

After prayers read by the Speaker, honourable memberdeath of Jeannie Ferris. As a South Austrahan senator of
in compliance with summons, proceeded at 12.15 p.m. to th&ore than 10 years standing, Jeannie Ferris served her state
Legislative Council chamber to hear the speech of HelVith great energy and distinction. She was a friendly,
Excellency the Governor. They returned to the assembl§ompassionate and vivacious woman. She touched the lives

chamber at 12.45 p.m. and the Speaker resumed the chaiff many people, and personally |, like all members, found her
to be a very decent and honourable person in all my contacts

. with her. Jeannie’s hard work, fairness, openness and ability
[Sitting suspended from 12.45t0 2.15 p.m] to laugh earned her tremendous respect right across the
political spectrum both in South Australia and nationally and,
of course, in Canberra.

In recent times, she demonstrated extraordinary courage,
tesilience and determination in her fight against cancer, a
C%ght that left a legacy in the form of increased federal
; . o overnment support for the battle against gynaecological
with section 21.°f the Commonwealth Constitution, hasdisease. Jeannie passed away in Canberra on 2 April 2007.
regretfully notified Her Excellency the Governor that, = ;oo 0nie Margaret Ferris was born in Auckland, New

through the _death on 2 April 2007 of _Senator Jeann"?ealand, on 14 March 1941. Indeed, given that | was raised
Margaret Ferris, a vacancy has happened in the representatlﬂnAucmand, on many occasions she would tease me about
of this state in the Senate. The Governor's Deputy is advisefl tact that her brother was my science teacher. He taught
that by such vacancy having happened, the place of th@e physics and chemistry. He was an outstanding teacher and
senator has become vacant before the expiration of her term,y e in those particular subjects | was not his star pupil. My
within the meaning of section 15 of the constitution, and tha;,ery last conversation with her was about that fact—with a
such place must be filled by the houses of parliament Sittingnessage from her brother.
and voting together, choosing a person to hold itin accord-  After arriving in Australia from New Zealand in 1963, she
ance with the provisions of the said section. ~ was employed as a journalist in Sydney, Melbourne, Perth,
The SPEAKER: I inform the house that | conferred with  Canberra and Yass. She worked for organisations sutheas
the President of the Legislative Council and arranged to caltanberra Times, the ABC, the CSIRO and the National
a joint meeting of the two houses for the purposes ofarmers Federation, the latter during the federation’s hey-day
complying with section 15 of the Commonwealth of Australiaof the 1980s. She also earned a graduate diploma in agribusi-
Constitution Act on Thursday 3 May 2007 at 10 a.m. ness from Monash University.

SENATE VACANCY

His Excellency the Governor's Deputy, by message
informed the House of Assembly that the President of th
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Jeannie, of course, had a passion for politics, becominmember of the federal parliament, Dame Enid Lyons, and the
involved in the Liberal Party and working for a number of first South Australian woman to sitin any parliament, Dame
state and federal parliamentarians, including the formeNancy Bulttfield. In that maiden speech Senator Ferris
defence minister, lan McLachlan. It was in that capacity thaacknowledged the efforts of South Australia’s Catherine
| first met Jeannie, and then of course here, as an adviser kielen Spence, whom she described as ‘a courageous
the former leader of the opposition and then minister, Daleampaigner and social reformer of the late 1800s’, and who,
Baker; the former minister for the arts and transport, Diandike herself, was a journalist by profession.

Laidlaw; and the former minister and premier and still the  Towards the end of her address, Jeannie told her fellow
member for Frome, Rob Kerin. She was also a friend of theenators that one of their tasks was to restore a ‘sense of hope
former minister and Liberal leader in the Legislative Council,and optimism to all of our young people and to turn around
Ren DeGaris, who passed away earlier this year and whoghe ever increasing rates of youth suicide’. She asked:

this hous? honoured in a condolence motion in F_ebruary. In this bountiful country of ours how could it be that on every day

Jeannie was preselected as the Senate candidate for @¥@very year one of our young men or young women is making that
Liberal Party in 1995, occupying the number three spot on thé&teful decision? Itis the responsibility of each one of us to uncover
party’s ticket. She entered the Senate in mid 1996 after th&e reasons for this national tragedy.
election of the Howard government, beginning a stellaiShe stated:
decade-long career as a politician. The new Senator Ferris We simply must work together to make the policy changes that
made a fine maiden speech in the Senate on 9 October 1998l| restore hope to these young people and give them back the sense
one that was largely free of ideology and that evoked th@f OPtimism and purpose that they so desperately seek.
history and great strengths of her adopted state, that hintet¢annie threw herself into the job of representing South
at the issues that concerned her and that would exercise Hapstraliain the Senate with her usual enthusiasm that we all
mind as a senator in the coming years. She began that speci@V When she was a staffer in this building. Her standing
by talking about the auspicious history of our state and abouithin her parliamentary party grew. She served on a wide
how she had reflected on the very first Senate when sH&nge of Senate committees, including those dealing with
wandered amongst the spectacular ruins of Rome in 1996Mployment, education and training, rural and regional
Those ancient pieces of marble and granite provided what siggféirs, information technology, and the National Crime
saw as ‘an ongoing reminder of the fragility of democracy’.Authority. She became Deputy Government Whip in the

Senator Ferris spoke of South Australia’s beautiful and>@nate in November 2001, and held the position of whip from

diverse landscape, and of the courageous and visionary méygust 2002 until her death.

and women who pioneered our pastoral lands. Paying tribute Among her Senate colleagues, Jeannie was greatly
to country families, she said: respected across the entire political spectrum, and she was

We in the cities continue to enjoy the benefits that flow from theirloved for her ke_en sense (.)f humour. ‘One _f_ormer _nomln’al
bountiful harvests and offer them support when the elements do nd@PPonent described her this week as ‘unfailingly friendly’,

Jeannie also addressed the importance of mining ar%j‘d as someone ‘who smiled brightly at people when she met

resources to the development of our state, especially Sou eén;w:esl?ﬁgg 0233"6 rggta/ %?Egﬂgrcﬁuo(;:ﬁgﬁgriI;nggﬁité
Australia’s huge stores of oil and gas, our precious opals, an Y 9 y soug

the reserves of copper, silver, gold and uranium at OIymIC)ié’;olleagues in events within Parliament House, never worrying

Dam. She touched on our state’s wine industry, our manufac?fbOlJt which party they came from or where they stood on

turing exports and our food producers. Jeannie expressed }ﬁPues"that she fel(tj mrc]) st strofngl)é gbodult. Sr:je was H?Sted t()jy
great long-standing love for the city of Canberra, with its dus er colleagues, and she was fair, friendly and straightforwar

storms created by the newly-built suburbs in the 1960s, with!" kj]er degllngs with ltlhsm. for h . . .
its avenues of stately trees and sweeping vistas. She recalledJannie was well known for her passionate interest in

how, in the early 1980s, she watched with awe as the neyyomen's health, an issue that would become of great personal
Parliament House was t;uilt in Canberra. She said: concern to her. In October 2006 she told a Senate inquiry into

With my two sons | came to the top of Capital Hill the day before the support _and resources available to those suffering from
the road closed to begin the construction of the new building. TW(gynaecologlcaI cancers that shg herself had undergone
rabbits and a large red kangaroo, early inhabitants of the hill, scuttiefl€atment for ovarian cancer. ‘At this time last year,’ she told
across our pathway through the grass and scrub on that day,the inquiry, ‘I had just undergone surgery for ovarian cancer
reminder that this was once considered the bush capital. and had joined thousands of women in Australia who have
She described how a little later she visited the Parliamerfteen on this, until now, largely silent journey.” She said: ‘It
House building site and how she had often ‘picked my waywas a steep learning curve for me, and one which was at
carefully through the cavernous spaces lit only with occasiortimes quite frightening.” According to her South Australian
al hanging light globes’. Senate colleague Nick Minchin, Jeannie endured with typical

She told the Senate: ‘On one occasion | sat on some of tHertitude her treatment for cancer in 2006. Her return to the
concrete shapes that have now become this great chambé&ienate last year was courageous and warmly welcomed by
Senator Ferris said the construction of the new Parliamerall her parliamentary colleagues.

House had offered her the chance ‘to consider what kind of Jeannie sought to change the way Australia saw and dealt
Australia these men and women elected to this place wouldith gynaecological cancers and to improve the quality of
frame for my children’s grandchildren; to wonder what effectdiagnosis and ongoing treatment. She became widely
their decisions would have on future generations each timeespected for her efforts to change the law to allow women
they passed, or failed to pass, the myriad of legislation cruciaccess to RU486 and for her strong support for stem-cell
to the nation’s future; and to consider whether, as teenagenssearch. Jeannie’s work on the Senate inquiry | just men-
in another half a century my great grandchildren will face theioned had a major impact on women in Australia, with the
future with optimism or despair’. She spoke, too, of havinginquiry’s findings (including 34 recommendations) leading
the privilege of long ago meeting Australia’s first femaleto the federal government’s providing $1 million in seed
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funding for a new centre for gynaecological cancers. Senatdn 1979 she was director of public affairs for the Common-
Ferris described the establishment of the centre as one of tealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation
highlights of her time in the Senate. It was a measure of hgfCSIRO); in 1984 she was public relations director for the
courage and resilience that, even after undergoing a vemyjational Farmers Federation; and in 1987 she was corporate
difficult course of chemotherapy, she managed to accomparaffairs director for the South Australia’s Farmers Federation.
the Deputy Prime Minister to Iraq in an effort to rescueln 1989 she was campaign manager for Liberal lan McLach-
Australia’s wheat trade with that country. It was reportedlan, and in 1994 she was chief of staff for our state primary
recently that Jeannie took great delight in telling friends thaindustries minister, Dale Baker, and later for his successor,
her biggest concern about the trip to Iraq was that her wighe member for Frome, Rob Kerin.
might fly off on the windy tarmac. That is a measure of the In 1996 she was elected to the Senate to represent South
courage of Jeannie Ferris. Australia for the Liberal Party, and proud we were to have her
When she died early this month there were many expresarrying our standard. She was Deputy Government Whip in
sions of grief at her passing; there were also tremendoube Senate in 2001 and Government Whip in the Senate from
tributes. The Prime Minister described Jeannie as a ‘guts®2 August 2002 until her death. She had decided not to
lady’ and a ‘two-fisted puncher, politically’. He said that contest the next election in late 2006. Jeannie is survived by
despite the grim outlook for her health ‘she displayed aer two sons. She was much loved and respected by all who
remarkable optimism and courage that warmed and inspirekhew her, and affectionately known as Jeannie around the
her colleagues and friends.” Kevin Rudd described Jeannieorridors of both parliaments, in Canberra and in Adelaide.
as ‘someone who entered public life for all the right reasons Prime Minister John Howard voiced the sentiments of many
Another of her parliamentary colleagues, Natasha Stottwhen he said that Jeannie had ‘won affection across the
Despoja, was reported as saying that Jeannie’s commitmepblitical divide. There would be many Labor senators who
to progressive policy on women'’s reproductive rights wasvould feel, as | feel, a real sense of loss.
‘unshakeable and an integral part of her legacy’. Indeed, as | know that she was particularly close to the former
one newspaper report stated it was ‘a fitting yet unplannechember for Morialta, Joan Hall, to former member Dale
tribute’ that the cervical cancer vaccine called Gardasil, ®@aker and to the current member for Frome, Rob Kerin. |
product Jeannie criticised the government for decidingemember enjoying moments with Jeannie at her home in
initially not to fund, was launched by the government at alnley in the company of others. She was a true spirit, a good
media event in Adelaide within hours of her death. mate and a great Liberal. She was a woman of courage, of
Jeannie Ferris was a great woman and an outstandirgginciples and of decency, from which many can learn. In her
parliamentarian. Though she took her job very seriously, shmaiden speech she said how, as a young journalist working
had the endearing quality of not taking herself too seriouslyfor The Canberra Times, she ‘soon became an enthusiastic
With integrity, compassion, energy and a capacity for hargpectator of the national political scene.’ Isn’t that true, and
work, and with a wisdom and level of insight derived from it ultimately led to a wonderful path in politics. Strongly
arichly lived life, she did valuable and admirable things forcommitted to rural Australia, Jeannie fondly remembered
her state and her nation. On behalf of all members on this sidgorking as a lobbyist in Canberra for the National Farmers
of the house (and, | believe, all members of parliament) an&ederation, describing ‘Canberra’s most successful political
all South Australians, | extend my condolences to the familyrally’ as the day that 45 000 farmers and their families
and friends of Jeannie Ferris, especially to her sons, Robbgathered on 1 July 1985 at Old Parliament House to make

and Jeremy, and my old science teacher, Colin. their own peaceful and well-mannered protest about the effect
. of interest rates and spiralling farm costs.
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (L eader of the Opposition): She was a real trooper for country South Australians. She

Itis with a sense of honour, compassion and pride that | risehampioned women'’s health issues and was a key promoter
in the house for the first time as Leader of the Opposition t@f stem cell research, as we have heard, and for legislating for
second the Premier’s condolence motion on behalf of thosge abortion pill RU486. She established a Senate committee
on this side of the house. | thank him for his kind words andnto gynaecological cancers, which ultimately produced a
| express our regret at the passing of Jeannie Margaret Ferrissmprehensive, 34-long list of recommendations. In February
former Senator for South Australia. I, along with all membershis year, all 34 recommendations were adopted. One of the
on this side, was truly saddened when | heard of Senat@ommittee’s main recommendations, a national centre for
Ferris’s passing, and the recent passing of her friend angynaecological cancers, has already been given $1 million in
former husband, Bob Ferris. | speak on behalf of the entirgunding by the federal government, | am sure with the full
Liberal Party when | express my sincere condolences to theupport of the Labor Party and all in the parliament. Senator
family and friends of Jeannie Ferris today. | put on the recorgFerris described the establishment of the centre as ‘one of the
our sincere appreciation of her distinguished service to thigighlights of my time in the Senate’, as | am sure it was.
country and the state and people of South Australia. Her advocacy on these issues won her bipartisan support
Born Jeannie Margaret Whitlow on 14 March 1941 inand friends across the divide. Jeannie passed away, following
Auckland, New Zealand, Jeannie migrated to Australia ina courageous battle with ovarian cancer, on 2 April 2007. |
1963. She married Bob Ferris in Melbourne in 1964 and theym sure that all members present will join me in seconding
had two sons, Robbie and Jeremy. She settled in Canberratife Premier's motion and paying their respects to the late
1967 where she worked as a journalist on @&nberra  Senator Jeannie Ferris. We acknowledge the significant
Times, as the Premier has noted, and this ultimately paved theontribution she made to our state, to our country and to the
way for her career in politics. She was educated at Monasfood people of South Australia. We will miss her.
University where she graduated in agricultural economics.
She entered the Australian Senate in 1996. TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Deputy Premier): | wish to
Before making a significant contribution to public life, speak only briefly. Jeannie was known to me very well. | first
Senator Ferris forged a distinguished career as a journalishet her back in the late 1980s when | was then a staffer for
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Lynn Arnold who was, amongst other things, the then Jeannie will be very sadly missed in rural South Australia.
Minister for Agriculture. Jeannie, from memory, had just| know that many times in my electorate at Liberal Party fora
come from the NFF to the Farmers Federation in Soutlleannie would not just take the party line or agree with the
Australia and we had a number of interactions over some timrural point of view; quite often, and quite articulately, she
in matters relating to the farming lobby. Lynn Arnold had awould tell the good country people whom she and | represent-
very good relationship with the farming community, | would ed that they had got it wrong. She did not mind telling them
say, particularly with the then Farmers Federation; andvhy and how they had got it wrong. | do not think too many
Jeannie was an important part of that. people who have represented the rural community have been

The time | probably best knew Jeannie was when she wetfifore professional in their outlook or the way in which they
to work for Dale Baker and we were early in opposition. Went about their business.
Again | had quite a bit to do with Jeannie, who was an | was always impressed with Jeannie’s knowledge of the
outstanding chief of staff, as she later became to the formeiubject at hand and, as | said, of her professionalism. She will
Premier, the member for Frome, Rob Kerin. Jeannie did nde sadly missed by all Liberals in South Australia, particular-
play politics in that role. She was extremely straight, to thdy those in rural South Australia and particularly those
point, and an extremely effective officer who had an incredfemales whose cause she championed in many ways and in
ibly broad policy understanding. many fora throughout her political career. | add my personal
She was one of those few people in the role of Chief o ondolences to those expressed by other members, particular-

Staff who had a particular empathy for the rural community)Y t© her sons Robbie and Jeremy.
and she was able to translate that empathy into sound policy.
Attimes she was able to put the emotion to one side—whichA
unfortunately, in this business one often has to do, and Nearly lost onate ad te of s naht
more so than in the primary industries sector when one igearly , ost a passg)na € a,vcr)]ca I(tehp wotr_nelns rlgd S,
confronied ih s sh s Grought.From memon, WSTIETS CELEES, nd werens bl psrclr and
P;S ;% gﬁf \I/vvr:/g?h;srs gfi (?tu;k}lgzrtgfi (\:’;hvevﬁbﬁjngg' g’l\jteigagyre_gional _South Aqstralia. The rez?\ctio_n of Senator F_erri; to_her
governments on the price of wheat as it tumbled back in thglagn03|s of ovarian cancer, | think, is avery good indication
late 1980s—and in the early 1990s with wool. of her strength of character, her commitment and her courage.
: . To endure the necessary treatment she underwent and return
She had to confront those issues when she worked with thg 4 rjiament to fight again for improvements in women’s
Hon. lan McLachlan. Certainly, in the time that | knew her, poath and to have the Senate inquiry into gynaecological
Jeannie was an outstanding staffer and a good friend. dancers established is really quite a tribute to her. The report
enjoyed her company, and her record as a senator is well aiydl that inquiry, ‘Breaking the silence: a national voice for
truly on the public record. My last memory of Jeannie wasyynaecological cancers', led to $1 million in seed funding for
when we were coming back from Brisbane about 18 month$y"national centre for research into these cancers. She de-
two years ago. We sat together on the plane and had a goggipeq her personal ordeal as having been ‘a steep learning
chat about all things politc—many of those secrets | will ., /e’ which at times was quite frightening—one can only

keep to myself. It was a good discussion about the dy”am'q?nagine how frightening.

of palitics in which we all work. However, in spite of her personal traumas, she continued
As someone who was a former staffer and then a politito fight for improvements in women'’s health, and she played
cian, | liked Jeannie. We travelled a similar road and she will vital role in securing federal government funding, as we
be sadly missed. She was a good person, and the Liberghow, for the cervical cancer vaccine, Gardasil, which will
Party can be very proud of her contribution. ensure that the majority of our young women will be
protected from this dreadful disease. This is a great legacy
Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): I, too, add my voice to the  |eft by Jeannie Ferris. The senator's work was vital in
condolence motion moved by the Premier and seconded ligmoving the ministerial veto power over RU486. | under-
the Leader of the Opposition. | cannot say that | knew Jeannigtand that the four women senators who were co-sponsors of
extremely well, although | came across her quite ofterthe bill appreciated her very staunch support and able
through the Liberal Party and the work that she did with theassistance through what was, at times, a very thorny political
Liberal Party. One thing always fascinated me about Jeannidebate.
I would often read in the newspaper and hear in the media Jeannie Ferris understood that protecting women,
Jeannie being quoted as a champion of women’s issues apgrticularly their health, was also about protecting our
particularly of women in politics. I think that was one of the community, our mothers, our future mothers and our sisters.
great things that Jeannie did in her role as a senator for Southwas about our whole community and ensuring that our
Australia. families remained intact. One of the things that stands out
What | really remember about Jeannie Ferris is hembout the senator’s work on all these issues was that she was
contribution to rural communities, to rural South Australia,willing to work with women from all political sides. She
and her contribution to the Liberal Party. She epitomisedecognised that this was how the best outcomes would be
what the Liberal Party stands for. She was all about the powexchieved, and she worked tirelessly—even in the face of her
of the individual, what the individual could achieve. Sheillness—to ensure that this happened.
never shirked her responsibilities, her aims or her challenges: Although, regrettably, | never had the privilege of meeting
she took them on full frontal. Her work with the CSIRO, the her, Senator Ferris was greatly respected and loved by her
National Farmers Federation, the South Australian Farmergarliamentary colleagues. As opposition leader, Kevin Rudd,
Federation, lan McLachlan, Dale Baker and then, morgointed out shortly after her passing, Senator Ferris was
latterly, Rob Kerin, | guess, honed her skills for representinggomeone who entered public life for all the right reasons, and
rural people. it was clear that this view was uniformly reflected by her

TheHon. JM. RANKINE (Minister for Consumer
ffairs): With the passing of Senator Jeannie Ferris we have
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parliamentary colleagues. | express my condolences to her Many times when federal issues arose—mainly as a
family, South Australians and, in particular, South Australianminister but also as a local member—there was absolutely no
women, who have lost a tenacious and passionate advocatmubt about who | would tell people to contact in Canberra.
Jeannie was always only too willing to take on issues for rural
TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Frome): | rise to support the industries here or individuals who were battling against
motion and to put on record my condolences to the familyfederal issues or looking for some federal opportunities.
friends and staff of Jeannie Ferris and to express my gratitudeertainly, she helped us out with an enormous number of
for her contribution to both her state and her party. | thinkissues—whether they be international, trade or quarantine
that it reflects very well on Jeannie that not only was shéssues, funding opportunities or opportunities for regional
dedicated to the Liberal Party but that she also had anommunities.
absolute passion for those particular causes for rural and | have no doubt that, while Jeannie’s contribution is really
regional people and women’s issues. Certainly, hearing whaeen by the people of South Australia as at a very high level,
has been said today, it is good that people appreciate thiitexceeds what people probably identify Jeannie as having
Jeannie Ferris well and truly put her passion for thoselone, because behind those big issues that she was well
interests well ahead of political interests. known for pursuing she really had an ability and a passion to

| also express my personal gratitude to Jeannie. She w&€lp individuals (most of which will never be publicly
my first chief of staff as a young, green and inexperiencedecorded), and she helped out individuals and business groups
minister for primary industries. She was an enormous helg0 pursue federal issues. Certainly, she was very energetic in
and | certainly saw first-hand her passion for anythingfollowing everything up, and quite often ended up with
regional and rural. Jeannie always had an opinion, but sHxcellent results.
knew the portfolio absolutely inside out. She had been along Jeannie was always energetic. She was dedicated to her
and passionate fighter for a fair go for rural and regionaFountry, her job and rural Australia, and she took up many
people over a long period of time in a whole range ofissues with a determination that very few people in politics
positions, which have been outlined today. could ever match. | salute Jeannie’s achievements. | pass on

Some may have thought that it would be difficult to be MY condolences to her two sons, who must miss her very
chief of staff to a new minister who did not have a lot of MUch. I also pass on our condolences to her staff, who were
political experience. However, Jeannie had been chief of staff€"Y ded|cate_d to Jeannie and who, no d.OUb.t' miss her very
to Dale Baker, and anyone who knew Dale would know thafnuch. Jeannie Ferris made a great contribution to this state,
being his chief of staff was probably a pretty good groundingand I think that this house and this state should be eternally
for being chief of staff to a new minister. Jeannie and Dalédrateful to her.
had fought battles before his parliamentary time, and they
were great friends. What | really appreciated was that, wheg
Dale had been moved on, Jeannie still saw that the issu 2
were there and that a young guy might need help. She w
only too happy to stay on and ensure a smooth transition; th
does not always happen in politics, but | certainly appreciate

it and benefited enormously from Jeannie’s experience. RN
used to invite him to the Norwood Oval when | was mayor,

TheHon. K.O. Foley: She made you, Kero. and we had some great times. | always found Jeannie to be

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Absolutely. While Jeannie was |ively and amusing, and we had lots of enjoyable conversa-
working for Dale, she learnt to disagree with the minister, andions over the years. | found her to be a witty, generous and
sometimes for pretty good reason. She certainly carried oitelligent woman, who possessed a fantastic sense of
that practice in my first couple of years. For the benefit of alhumour. In fact, wherever you were, in the corridors of
the ministers on the other side and their advisers, | point ouparliament House or on the street, you always knew when
that, quite often, if advisers or chiefs of staff disagree withjeannie was approaching, because she was invariably
their minister, they will shirk around the issue a little and preceded by her very loud and infectious laugh.
suggest other ways of doing things, or whatever. One good One of my staff who had worked closely with Jeannie and
thing about Jeannie was that she never bothered with that s@iér office for many years in Canberra had been in the process
of thing. If you were wrong, she would tell you that you were since Christmas of trying to organise for us all to catch up
wrong, and she would put a counter point of view, which land have a coffee on The Parade. Jeannie was very excited
really appreciated. She was a terrific chief of staff. She ragpout this, and we had planned to have a good gossip session.
the office incredibly well and was highly respected, not onlyafter numerous postponements due to the fluctuating state of
by our staff but also by staff right across government. Heher health, we all thought that we had finally settled on a date
contribution in the first few years of the Liberal Party’s termfor the following week, and then the shocking news came
in office after 1993 cannot be underestimated: she waghrough. Although that coffee date never eventuated, | am
absolutely a key player. delighted and honoured that | can share my thoughts about

Jeannie’s time in the political game had given her theleannie with the house and pay tribute to a great South
ambition to enter the Senate and, on signalling that intent\ustralian.
Jeannie left to successfully pursue that goal. She really saw Jeannie was a remarkable woman who pursued her
an opportunity to contribute at the next level and to make hepassions and interests with vitality and steely determination,
own personal contribution. She knew that, as a senator, sked | am proud (as are many of my state and federal col-
could pursue certain issues with the passion she had anéagues) that the friendship we shared with Jeannie so easily
certainly, history records her success at doing just thafind comfortably extended beyond the political divide. This
Certainly, her passion for rural, regional and women'’s issuess inevitably a sad time for us all, but | find that, as | reflect
went with her to Canberra. on a life well lived and remember some of the anecdotes

MsCICCARELLO (Norwood): | was deeply saddened
learn of the death of Senator Jeannie Ferris earlier this
onth. | had known Jeannie for more than 20 years, and |
pme to know her better, | suppose, when she was working
r Dale Baker. Dale and | share a passion for football (he is
of the Port Adelaide persuasion, and | follow Norwood). |
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which were shared about Jeannie at her memorial service,jiearned to make a contribution to public life. She was
is easy to smile and in fact giggle at the absurdity of some gpassionate about helping rural Australia and she was deter-
the experiences of a very eventful life—Jeannie would surelynined to deliver for South Australia and the community she
approve. so loved. So, displaying her customary determination, she
Jeannie was born on 14 March 1941 in Auckland Newsecured preselection for a South Australian Senate seat at the
Zealand. Her path to politics began as a journalist on thMarch 1996 election. However, her entry into politics was not
Rotorua Daily Post working no less as the editor of the as smooth as she would have hoped. | am quite sure that
women'’s pages. It was during this employment that she meteannie, in her wildest dreams, did not think that her election
her first husband Bob who was the chief sub-editor. Jeannigould provoke a flurry of constitution debate and cement her
and Bob moved to Australia in 1963 and married one yeaposition as the shortest serving senator in history.
later in Melbourne. They both then worked as journalists in Following the election and before Jeannie began her term
Melbourne, Perth, Canberra and Adelaide before settling ign 1 July 1996, it was discovered—and this was through
Canberra in 1967 where Jeannie worked on@aaberra  senator Nick Bolkus—that Jeannie had been employed by
Times. It was during this time that Jeannie in her own wordssenator Minchin, who was then a parliamentary secretary, to
became ‘an enthusiastic spectator of the national politicaidvise on native title issues. This was a potential breaching
scene’ which instilled in her a desire to become morexf section 44(jv) of the Constitution, which states that any
involved in helping shape the future direction of her newlyperson who holds any office of profit under the Crown shall
adopted country. . ) be incapable to be chosen or to sit as a senator or a member
Following this, Jeannie moved on to edit tiiess Post,  of the House of Representatives. The Senate agreed to a
becoming—which | think is a little known fact about her motion to refer the matter to the Court of Disputed Returns,
illustrious career—the first female editor of that newspapepyt the motion was amended to provide that it would not take
in 165 years. But, more importantly, this position instilled in effect until after the commencement of Jeannie’s term.
her a deep understanding of rural communities and the issuggesumably, the intention of this amendment was to give
which they faced on a daily basis. It inspired in her alifelongjeannie an opportunity to resign and to have her place filled
interest and passion in helping them in any way she couldys a casual vacancy, and this is indeed what happened.

Combining her two loves—those of journalism and rural : ;
affairs—Jeannie then became the CSIRO's director of publici 1 ‘é%?/gn;gtgogrziiﬁgcf ggslu‘;?%: CS aigj ngtr? er bcu(;[l:%s'ﬁgs g

affairs and from there she moved to the National Farmerg, o 10 earlier but | think she wanted to leave the record of
Federation where her future political life was sealed, for the
was there that she met the farmer who headed the federati%w
from 1984 to 1988, lan McLachlan, who would also becomeIhin

i ; k the title of shortest serving senator would have been
her political mentor and champion.

When Jeannie attended the job interview with lan in 198 nough for her. Twelve days after her resignation however,

: ~~"the South Australian parliament appointed Jeannie to fill the
and she was asked why they should hire her for the pos't'or\‘facancy which she had created by her own resignation.

her response was, ‘You need a smart journalist like me to ) . .
soften up your right-wing views for public consumption'—a This was undoubtedly a stressful time for Jeannie but, as
view which would underpin her future beliefs as a LiberalSenator Minchin said at her memorial service in what can
parliamentarian with a social conscience. Jeannie’s time &NlYy be described as a masterly understatement, ‘Jeannie was

the National Farmers Federation was a happy one, as sRePit unsure as to this strategy.” But it paid off and Jeannie

reminisced in her maiden speech when elected to the SenagdPSequently took her place in the Senate as only the third
She said: South Australian female Liberal senator—behind Dame

. . . Nancy Buttfield and Amanda Vanstone. Senator Minchin did
I was a member of a quite special team of people at the National, . - . L . -
Farmers Federation. A unique combination of commonsense arid@im credit for having had the brilliant idea of proposing
courage, together with great leadership, delivered us some vedeannie for preselection for the Senate, but he was a bit
important outcomes. concerned that if he took her away from Dale Baker as his
One of those outcomes was the gathering of 45 000 farmegief of staff, that Dale would get into trouble and, indeed,
and their families on 1 July 1985 outside Old ParliameniDale did get into some trouble after Jeannie left him. It is
House to protest about spiralling farm costs. Jeannie was velipportant to note that, although Nick Bolkus had caused her
proud that she played a pivotal role in what she thought mugifoblems in entering the Senate, they later became good
‘surely be Canberra’s most successful political rally’. friends.

lan McLachlan said at the memorial service that on that During her time in federal parliament, Jeannie was a
occasion they had organised to have a meeting with thetireless advocate for rural Australia. Much of her maiden
prime minister Bob Hawke, who kept them waiting for speech was devoted to expounding the virtues of our farming
several hours, and the four people who were to have thgioneers and applauding the current efforts of the new
meeting with Hawke then went on to enter federal politics generation. Jeannie talked at length about the contribution of
Perhaps that is a lesson to us all not to keep people waitinglur primary producers to Australia’'s economy and of the
Jeannie became an adviser to lan McLachlan when he entergdportance of supporting them through times of adversity.
federal parliamentin 1990. She then became chief of staff tbler passion for rural Australia went undiminished throughout
the South Australian primary industry minister Dale Baker,her Senate tenure and was best exemplified by her commit-
who in 1996 was instrumental—well, | don’'t know whether ment to the Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport
we should go into politics now—in the coup which deposedCommittee on which she served for much of her parliamen-
then premier Dean Brown for John Olsen and exacerbated thery life. Her deep knowledge of rural and regional affairs
factional differences which [ think still exist to this day. was undoubtedly the reason why the Prime Minister asked

Jeannie then decided to take the big plunge into politickier to accompany the Minister for Trade, Mark Vaile, to
herself, but importantly she did it for all the right reasons. Shéaghdad last year, to help rescue Australia’'s wheat exports.
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Jeannie’s other passion was women’s issues. In hen Australia. The government’s response to the report was
maiden speech she praised the involvement of women ivery supportive, and it agreed to the recommendation of the
Australian politics, noting that women had been given theestablishment of the Centre for Gynaecological Cancer with
vote and the right to stand for parliament in South Australisseed funding of $1 million for establishment and operational
in 1894. Jeannie was a passionate supporter of those rightests. Jeannie was naturally delighted when the government
but, more importantly, she never let her position within theannounced the seed funding for the centre five weeks before
right faction of a morally conservative government dictate heher death, and she fervently hoped that this would allow other
view or vote on issues she felt strongly about. She was/omen across Australia to avoid the ignorance and delays
instrumental in working across party lines to overturn a barwhich she had experienced in relation to her own disease.
on the abortion pill RU486 and she was influential in  Jeannie announced late in 2006 that she would not be
pressuring the government to promptly fund the cervicakeeking further preselection after her term expired in June
cancer vaccine Gardasil. She was pivotal in securing th2008. She believed and publicly stated that it was time to
passage of therapeutic cloning legislation through the Senatgake way for a new generation of female senators, and that
late last year, something that Jeannie nominated as one of tBRe had many plans that she still had to accomplish away
most significant milestones of her career. | remember thérom the Senate. Surprisingly, or perhaps not, the Liberal
debate about this legislation very well and | certainly admiredParty—or should | say its moderate wing—ignored Jeannie’s
Jeannie for her stance within it, even though it brought heexplicit wishes and did not appoint a female to assume her
into considerable conflict with her colleagues. place in the Senate. Whatever the reasons, all | can say is that

Jeannie believed very strongly that some interest groupSimon Birmingham has some very big shoes to fill.
and some of her own colleagues, in particular the health jeannie’s death was a shock to us all. | attended her
minister, were letting their religious beliefs overshadow theifmemorial service in Hahndorf on 13 April and was touched
political roles in objectively scrutinising the issue. Shepy the tributes paid to her and the genuine affection in which
refused to bow to their demands or concerns. | know that¢he was so obviously held by so many. The Hon. Carmel
privately she was scathing of those who opposed thigollo and | represented the Labor Party at the service and
legislation for religious reasons yet, at the same timegenator Natasha Stott Despoja was also there. Senator
embraced and supported the concept of in vitro fertilisatiomvinchin acknowledged in his tribute that this was a testament
to have their own children. Anyone who knew Jeannie wouldo Jeannie’s ability to transcend political boundaries and
have expected nothing less. Hypocrisy and Jeannie were n@ifferences and establish friendships based on mutual respect
two words that ever went together. and a desire to make Australia a better place for us all. This

Working tirelessly as a senator and advocate for Soutthos, which so distinguished Jeannie, can best be summed
Australia, Jeannie eventually rose to the important positiop by the words she delivered in her last speech to federal
of Deputy Government Whip in the Senate in 2001 and theparliament on 27 February this year when noting the govern-
to Government Whip in the Senate the following year. Butment response to her pioneering Breaking the Silence report:
positions and tities meant nothing to Jeannie. If they helped Right at the start | would like to say that this is a very clear

her aphieve a policy position or deliver an outcome she wagyample of Senate women coming to work on an issue. All of us saw
passionate about, then all well and good, but to everyonthis issue as being above party politics, an issue important to all

involved with her socially and professionally, she was simplywomen in Australia and their families, including their husbands, their
Jeannie. Approachable, friendly and often working acros8rothers, their fathers and their children.
party lines to achieve positive outcomes, Jeannie wakcould not have said it better myself. You will be sadly
regarded with enormous respect and affection. One only hamissed, Jeannie, and | offer my sincere condolences to your
to look at the outpouring of grief and the flood of tributesfamily and your two children, Robbie and Jeremy. | would
from all sides of politics, industry and the general publicalso like to acknowledge Jeannie’s devoted staff members,
which followed her death to realise what an enormous impadBronte, Simon, Vicky and Angela, who are present today in
she made upon everyone with whom she came in contactthe gallery. | am sure that Jeannie is hovering over us and
Jeannie was diagnosed with ovarian cancer in Octobewrishing you all well for the future. Whilst we did not have
2005 and took some time off work to endure numerous boutthat coffee with her, | am sure that we could enjoy a coffee
of harrowing chemotherapy. Never one to sit still, Jeannig¢ogether and reminisce about Jeannie and her contribution to
returned to work only four months later—her first job—asAustralia.
has already been stated by the Premier—being to go to
Baghdad with the Deputy Prime Minister. It was only aweek Mr VENNING (Schubert): | rise very briefly to extend
after a chemotherapy session and, despite everything she way sincere condolences to the family, friends and staff of the
going through, Jeannie simply shrugged and joked and, as hkae Senator Jeannie Ferris. Jeannie was known to me for
already been reported, she was only worried that her wignany years, particularly before | came to this place. She was
might fly off on the windy tarmac. We were able to see a lota member of the marvellous Torrens Valley branch of the
of the photographs of Jeannie’s trip which were shown at theiberal Party, and she was a key person in that area. She was
memorial service. also a very good friend of friends of mine, Warren and
Following her trip to Irag, Jeannie returned in seeminglyElizabeth Starrick, of egg-producing fame, as the minister
good health to the Senate and embarked on what woultould know. Jeannie was a very hands-on person in every
become her enduring legacy. In May 2006 she formed avay. She never lost sight of where she came from; she never
parliamentary inquiry into gynaecological cancers withlost sight of whom she represented.
Australian Democrats Senator Lyn Allison and Labor Senator Itis great to realise that we had a journalist of the capacity
Claire Moore. This led to a cross-party report entitledof Jeannie Ferris who actually thought about right of centre
‘Breaking the silence: a national voice for gynaecologicalpolitics because so many of them are the other way around.
cancers’ that contained 34 recommendations calling foEBhe was extremely active on our side of politics, and she
increased research and awareness of gynaecological cancewer let the opportunity go by. She gave me much advice,
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particularly when | was chairman of the rural council in Southhouses in general. Because she entered politics for the right
Australia for the Liberal Party. She was often the first phoneeasons, it was interesting to note that all sides of politics
call you got, asking, ‘Now, what are you on about, Ivan?’ Shevere present in large numbers at the memorial service to
became worse when she was chief of staff to Dale Baker, aratknowledge her outstanding service to Australia and the
she held the camp together. What teamwork we had! She wasate. | extend my condolences to family and staff. She will
a pivotal person in relation to teamwork. It was during somecertainly be missed.
of these years that we were at our most successful. Then she Honourable members: Hear, hear!
went to lan McLachlan’s office and, again, it was the same
there. It goes to show that, when you go to an upper house The SPEAKER: | also extend by condolences to the
you do not have to lose your profile or your person. She watamily of Senator Ferris. | will forward to Senator Ferris’s
very much an upfront member of parliament and, as | saidamily an extract fronHansard of today’s proceedings. | ask
upper house members can be proactive and they can haveembers in support of the motion to please rise in their
personal profile. Let it be a lesson to all of them. places.

She was very active in relation to the investigation into the Motion carried by members standing in their places in
Australian Wheat Board. Isn't this prophetic, Mr Speaker,silence.
when you consider what she said in relation to the wheat
export authority and what then happened with the subsequent [Sitting suspended from 3.14 to 3.25 p.m]
Cole inquiry? Members should read it. If only Jeannie Ferris
had done this work two or three years before, maybe we
would not have had the Cole inquiry, but that is history now. PARLIAMENT OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA,
I only wish that she had done it much earlier. SESQUICENTENARY

It is also sad to note the passing of her former husband,
Bob Ferris, who remained hgr frien?j. What a double wham. 1 heHon. M J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): By
my that was for the family! To Jeannie’s family, her staff andleave, | move:
her friends, who go right across all states, | extend our sincere That the House of Assembly notes the historic occasion of the

condolences. All members of parliament, | believe, deserv i(;ttt:algnmversary of responsible govermnment here in South

a reasonable retirement. In Jeannie’s case it was not to be.
Vale Jeannie Ferris. TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Among the many honoured
guests joining us today are descendants of our first parliamen-
Mr PEDERICK (Hammond): | rise today to make a tarians. | both welcome them and acknowledge the contribu-

contribution on the sad loss of Senator Jeannie Ferris. SHi@n of their forefathers in establishing our self-governing
was certainly a great help in my campaign to get into thiglemocracy that we gather here to mark. Uniquely among the
place and, as everyone knows, Jeannie does not say anythifigstralian colonies, from its very founding the colonists of
in grey: itis in black and white. If she does not think you areSouth Australia were determined that this would be a place
going down the path you should be, she certainly lets yoWhere responsible and democratic government would
know, and | took great solace that she let me know when flourish. It was to take more than two decades to achieve that
needed it. goal, but it was clear from the beginning of the colony that
An honourable member: That's true. the system of administration in South Australia would be

Mr PEDERICK: That's true. | want to briefly acknow- different from that of the other colonies. .
ledge all the work she did through regional Australia and her In most other colonies the Governor had sole authority
work supporting rural industries. It is interesting to note whatut, in the free colony of South Australia, Governor John
was related to us at the memorial service in Canberra abotitindmarsh had to share that power with the resident Com-

Jeannie receiving the initial diagnosis of ovarian cancer wheRlssioner, James Hurtle Fisher. That was designed to ensure
she was feeling so ill. The doctor said, ‘No, just go home. Itsthat the Governor could not interfere with the business affairs

a minor complaint.’ It was something along those lines Of the colonists or their freedom of religion. Our foundation

Jeannie said that she wanted to have a CT scan. The doctBgorporated ideas of social and political freedom, born out
Sa|d, ‘They are very expensive_’ Jear‘]r‘]ie7 true to her natur@’f the reform movement that had SWept British pOlItlcal life
said, ‘But I'm very valuable. | extend by condolences to thein the 1820s and 1830s.

staff and her family. Jeannie certainly did make a valuable TheHon. M.D. Rann: Before Gladstone.
contribution to this country. TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Yes, before him, but whose

spirit he continued. Crown land was not given away to the

TheHon. |.F. EVANS (Davenport): | rise in support of  fortunate few but sold and the money raised to bring out the
the motion in memory of Jeannie Ferris. | support therespectable poor to provide labourers, craftsmen and yeomen
comments made by the Premier and others on the governméatmers. Under the original South Australia Colonisation Act,
side of the house and | also support the comments made lige colony was promised a representative government when
the leader and those on this side of the house. As membeits population reached 50 000. This was a promise that was
know, | was present at Jeannie’s memorial service ifostwhen the actwas repealed in 1842. However, by then the
Canberra. Jeannie was passionate, as members have meeeds of democratic change were sown. It is fair to say that
tioned, about women’s issues, regional communities and theihese two men, Hindmarsh and Fisher, did not get on. Both
issues, and the Liberal Party. | would describe Jeannie agere recalled to London within two years, to be replaced by
loyal, decent, hard working and honest. Because she enter&bvernor Gawler.
politics for the right reasons, she will be remembered for the He administered the colony with the powers of a represen-
right reasons. Because she entered politics for the righttive of the Crown and was assisted by his Legislative
reasons, she will be remembered as an outstanding senat@ouncil of paid officials, which was expanded in 1842 to
who showed the true value of the Senate and, indeed, uppierclude four prominent and wealthy members of the colony.
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The Governor continued to wield most of the power. He was he day itself passed off quietly and without incident, the
the only official who could introduce legislation. Also, he major disappointment being the low turnout. In spite of the
appointed all government officials, including the members ofvords of encouragement from their newspapers, fewer than
the Legislative Council, who nominally presided over thea quarter of the eligible voters actually submitted their ballot.
colony with him. It was said of the Legislative Council in the For the House of Assembly, 57 candidates stood for the 36
South Australian Register of 1 May 1850 that: places spread across 17 multimember electorates. In seven
If the Legislative Council represents anything of itself it seats_, there Was_no .ConteSt’ W'th exactly the right number of
represents the moneyed class. Not one of them represents th@ndidates nominating for election.
industrial class, the shop men, carters or farmers. The Hon. G.M. Gunn interjecting:
The article went on to say: TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | agree with the member for
Stuart and, in the 1973 general election, | think that is what
|h1ight have occurred in my constituency (then called Spence),
although it is possible that the Labor Party put up a dummy
Well, Mr Speaker, 150 years on those concerns seem to kaindidate to make sure that the voters turned out for the
allayed. Among the many elected members to this parliamentegislative Council.
have been representatives of the industrial class, shop men pr pengilly: That is the one who won. Is that what you
and women, carters and farmers, along with journalistssgjq?
teachers, doctors and a range of other vocations representing The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: No—alas, it was not that

the spectrum of political opinion. Through the 1840s and intqy e |t is true that, since the war, my constituency has often

the 1850s Adelaide newspapers maintained the pressure {8t heen contested by the Liberal Party; alas, that has not
keep that early promise made in the original South Australig~,rred while | have been there.

Constitution Act that the colony become a self-governing The Hon. G.M. Gunn interjecting:

democracy. _ TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Did they? Well, the Bible
Fiery edrgonals were penned and passionate letters abog‘tiys that it is a good thing when men dwell in unity, and |
representation were pUbI'She.d demanding an ef?d to thennot think of more unity than an unopposed election. Those
absolute, unelected power of this group. The campaign begalccessful candidates who sat in that very first parliament are
to pay dividends. Along with the other Australian colonies, e membered today in the many suburbs, towns, streets
in 1851 South Australia was granted its own partially electeqecoral districts and geographical points that continue to
Legislative Council. It was this newly constituted Legislative 5 e their name in South Australia and in the Northern
Council that gave us our constitution, much of which SOUthTerritory: Angas, Ayers, Freeling, Fisher, O'Halloran

Australia still operates under today. The South AustraliaStir"ng Younghusband, Torrens, Finniss, Bonney, and
Constitution Act established both an elected Legislativekingstc;n to name but a few. ' ' '

Council and a House of Assembly as the new legislature. Mr Williams: MacKillop.

For the House of Assembly the fran(_:his_e was given to all TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: No, not MacKillop,
adult males over the age of 21—a principle that even thgihough Catholics were allowed to run in that election. On
memberfor Stuart came to accept in 1973. For the Legislativg, April 1857, a crowd of about a thousand spectators
Council, males owning property worth £50 or more, orgaered along what is now North Terrace to see Governor
leasing property worth £20 or more, or occupying propertjiacponnell arrive at Old Parliament House next door. It was
worth £25 a year or more could vote. Voting was to beicially opened at 1 p.m. by the acting chief justice,
conducted by secret ballot. This was a new idea at the timgenjamin Boothby. The Legislative Council then elected its
In fact, .South Australia along with Victoria were the first gt president and the House of Assembly its first speaker.
places in the world to use the secret ballot. So, the SQ“'éovernor MacDonnell addressed both houses of parliament,
Australian parliament was to be at the vanguard of politica,gjining the planned legislative program of the new ministry.
and social change right from its beginning. South Australians began to exercise their right to self-

The newspapers of the day—and South Australia in 185government.
was able to boast more than one newspaper—gave their ynjike the orderly and sedate way in which the members
readers detailed |n_f0rmat|0n about how the.neW SyStem Woulﬂiere e|ected’ the ear|y days of the South Australian par”a_
work and urged—in those days before a Liberal governmenhent proved to be most unstable. No political parties existed
had introduced compulsory voting—electors to go out andor 36 years and, instead, influential individuals would gather
fulfil their responsibilities. In stark contrast to the campaignsy group of their colleagues about them to form a government;
of today, campaigning was an orderly and sedate affaiyhen they fell out, the government fell. Indeed, Sir Henry
Candidates were not allowed to attend political meetings imyers was premier five times but premier for fewer than five
the districts they were contesting. There were no politica{ears. Some South Australians today may bemoan the growth
parties and no published policy platforms. of major political parties, but it is worth taking this lesson

Quite how the electors were able to decide on who wouldrom our own history. In those years before political parties
make their best representative is a mystery, although thergere established, South Australia had 47 governments—
may be some today who wished they knew a little less abowtlmost as many as a political party, the name of which
those seeking their votes. On election day, 9 March 1857, thescapes me just at the moment. As political maturity devel-
South Australian Register urged that the colonists should oped in South Australia, so gradually did real differences in
‘weigh the merits of the various candidates and then scratcpolitical opinion develop. Liberals sought social and political
out the bad names with a good, bold hand'. It went on to saychange; conservatives became more organised. | am pleased

The inhabitants of South Australia are called upon to do moré0 be able to stanq here today as Attorney-General na Labor
than elect a parliament. It rests with them this day to inaugurate government, for it was the United Labor Party that in 1891
new constitution to initiate a new era. became the first formal political party in South Australia,

The colony is represented by an irresponsible oligarchy whic
has little or no sympathy with the mass of the colonists.
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with four candidates entering parliament in that year—thecolonies, apart from Western Australia and Queensland, but
first endorsed Labor members of any Australian parliamenit was only in South Australia that some Aboriginal people
In response to the formation of the United Labour Partyactually enrolled and voted.

concerned men from the conservative side of politics formed In 1895, Catherine Helen Spence was appointed to the
the forerunner of the Liberal Party, the National Defencegovernment’'s Commission of Enquiry into the Adelaide
League. Welsh born Tom Price was elected to the House ddospital—the first woman to participate in an official
Assembly in 1893. In the 1890s, he supported the Kingstosommission. In 1895, she became Australia’s first woman
government in its social legislation, but felt that only a Laborpolitical candidate when she stood for election to the
government could bring about the sort of change necessa@onstitutional Convention on Federation. In 1896, women
to improve the conditions of South Australia’s workers andhad the chance to vote for the first time at an Australian
small farmers. Tom Price became leader of the United Labowglection, and just the second time anywhere in the world. In
Party in 1899 and, despite a disastrous showing in the 1902910, Premier John Verran led the first majority Labor
election, led the party to government in the 1905 election. Hgovernment anywhere in the world—a tremendous fellow, a

became— prohibitionist. In 1936, Sir Richard Butler's government
The Hon. G.M. Gunn interjecting: established the first public housing authority in Australia: the
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Yes. South Australian Housing Trust. In 1966, South Australia
TheHon. P.F. Conlon: What was he like, Gunnie—Tom became the first state to pass an Aboriginal affairs act
Price? repealing many regulations that restricted the civil liberties
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The member for Stuartis of Aboriginal people, including the right to mix with non-
free to talk about former parliamentary colleagues. Aboriginal people.
An honourable member interjecting: Members and honoured guests, this is an impressive list

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Contemporaries. He of firsts for the past 150 years of this South Australian
became South Australia’s first Labor premier. Tom Price waparliament. We have much to celebrate. However, we as the
responsible for the introduction of free state secondary schoplarliamentarians of today carry the responsibility for
education and legislation to improve working conditions. continuing this tradition for future generations. It has been an

On such an occasion, it is right to honour our greathonour to stand before you on this historic day as a member
parliamentarians. However, to name a few is to do a dissetf this parliament representing the electorate of Croydon and
vice to the others: all have in some way contributed toas Attorney-General to reflect on how this parliament has
making this parliament one of the most forward thinkingcontributed to making South Australia the dynamic, tolerant,
democratic institutions in the world—and that is no hollowinclusive, multicultural state in which we live today. I
boast. Let me just list our achievements, starting with theommend the motion to the house.
original South Australian constitution, one of the most
democratic in the world, ahead of the other Australian Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Leader of the Opposition):
colonies, the United Kingdom and most European countriesthis is indeed an historic occasion. Today we celebrate the
In 18586, it guaranteed: 150th anniversary of responsible government in the state of
- adult male suffrage, including for Aboriginal men— South Australia. On behalf of the opposition, can | welcome

although there is no record of any Aboriginal men takingin particular the descendants of our parliamentary ancestors

up the opportunity; to whom we owe so much. We do so on the lands of the
a secret ballot; Kaurna people, whose home we share and whom we remem-
no plural voting; ber as the first custodians of the hills and plains, the rivers
no property qualification for members of the House ofand beaches. We also celebrate this moment on the eve of
Assembly; and Anzac Day when we commemorate the suffering and
a relatively low property qualification for members of the sacrifice of so many South Australian families who built this
Legislative Council. great state.

In 1858, one of the new parliament’s most significant early From 1834 to 1851, a period of colonial government, the
acts, the Real Property Act, was passed. This simple, cheajrcumstances prevailing in the colony of South Australia
method for checking property titles has been widely adoptedhen it was established were desperate. Famines, droughts
around the world. The system is commonly known as Torrenand religious persecution led to the flow of people here.
Title, after the MP who pioneered it here and then promoted hese were tough times and our ancestors were tough. South
the system around Australia and in other parts of the worldAustralia was a grand experiment in what could be. It still is,
In 1876, we became the first part of the British empire taif we wish it to be so. The founders of South Australia had a
legalise trade unions (the member for MacKillop is still vision of a colony with greater political and religious
getting over that). In 1885, we became the first state to levireedom. It was to be a utopia of its day: a place to try the
income and land taxes. In 1894, the Constitutional Amendnew way of things—perhaps all things to all people.
ment Act was passed to make South Australia the first colony The South Australia Act passed by the British government
in Australia, and just the fourth in the world, to grant adultin 1834 (which established the colony and its government)
women the right to vote, and the first to grant them the rightvas the starting point. The act also included a promise of
to stand for parliament. When the vote was granted teepresentative government when the population reached
women, Aboriginal women were included. At the Ngarrind-50 000. It was a time of the adventurer; a time of the survivor.
jeri mission at Point McLeay, Aboriginal women insisted onOne only needs to travel to the outback of South Australia to
enrolling and voting in the 1896 election, even though theysee the crumbling ruins of former homesteads—some
were actively discouraged by the white manager of thdamily’'s dream. Backbreaking months of heavy lifting,
mission. There were more than 100 on the electoral roll thgterhaps followed by reward, perhaps followed by despair.
year, and more than 70 voted at that election. By the lat®eople were married; children were born; people died. Some
19th century, Aboriginal people had the vote in all thefound great wealth, others despair. In 1836, the first European
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settlers arrived in South Australia and Adelaide was founde@6 years, governments were formed by influential individuals
and the first government established, a colonial governmemtho could gather a group of colleagues around them. It must
under Governor Hindmarsh. have been chaos! Imagine a parliament full of Independents
South Australia was a lifeboat: a lifeboat for starvingwith no major parties to berate or position themselves
Irishmen; an escape for Scots denied their lands; a safe havbatween. One can only imagine how orderly or disorderly the
for Germans subject to religious persecution. Many did nohouse must have been without the good sense and wisdom of
want to be governed. It is perhaps a miracle that we createtie major parties to bring meaningful choices and alternatives
a government at all. That rebellious ‘govern but don't get todo the people in an understandable and organised way of
big for your shoes’ approach that South Australians andloing business. By the time of the 1912 election, South
Australians have at their heart is very much part of ourAustralia had a well-established two-party system dominated
national personality. by the United Labour Party and the Liberal Union. One of the
Until 1851, the Governor ruled South Australia with the most important was the coalition between the Liberal Union
assistance of an appointed executive council of paid officialsand the Country Party Association in 1932—the Liberal and
British governments from 1840 onwards encouraged th€ountry League (LCL). This governed South Australia for
development of representative government in the Australia@7 years between 1938 and 1965 under Sir Thomas Playford.
colonies; and they passed legislation setting up elected The first council of government held its meeting in a
municipal councils and then a partially elected Legislativesitting room of Government House from 1836 to 1843. The
Council for each of the colonies. new council chamber next door to where we are today was
South Australia’s Legislative Council prepared a constitu-opened on 10 October 1843, with a two-storey stone exten-
tion that was adopted in 1856. Elections were held in Marclsion of the first chamber being completed in July 1855 at a
and April 1857. The first sitting of the parliament was on 22total cost of £17 000. In 1874, a commission was appointed
April 1857. That was the inauguration of responsibleby the Governor to inquire into and report on the designs
government. At around this time my own family ancestors sesubmitted in competition for the new parliament houses and
sail from Plymouth, England in a barque called Rsgastan.  a successful design was chosen. It was decided to use local
Imagine the many months our forefathers endured on rougaterial for the building—marble from Kapunda and granite
seas on what must have seemed like a voyage to the modnpm West Island near Victor Harbor. Work began on the
with no safety plan for rescue, no communications and anurrent site immediately east of the existing house and was
uncertain future. completed in 1889. The total cost of the new House of
The new Constitution Bill was laid upon the table of both Assembly chamber, including furniture and fittings, amount-
houses in the imperial parliament in England on 19 May 185@&d to £165 404.
and was assented to by Queen Victoria at Buckingham Palace In 1913, sketch plans were prepared by the architect-in-
on 24 June 1856. On 24 October 1856, the bill was proehief’'s department for the east wing of Parliament House, and
claimed in South Australia by the Governor, Sir Richardalthough work was delayed following the outbreak of World
Graves MacDonnell. Voting at parliamentary elections wasNar 11, it was completed in 1939. The total cost for the new
from the outset by secret ballot. All adult males were entitledving was £241 887.The project also functioned to provide
to vote at House of Assembly elections, but the franchise dfiundreds of people with work during the Depression.
the Legislative Council was based on a property qualificationTowards the end, the Hon. Sir J. Langdon Bonython KCMG,
A man who possessed freehold of the value of £50, leaseholthe of the state’s greatest benefactors, made a gift of
of the annual value of £20 having three years to run or a right100 000. Plans for the completion of the building were
of pre-emption, or occupation of a house of the annual valudrawn up in 1934.
of £25 were all eligible to vote in the Legislative Council. In ~ We need no reminding, other than from our grandparents,
1896 women voted for the first time in a general election, on¢hat the Great Depression of 1929-32 was a time of extreme
of the first places in the world. In 1971 the age of voting washardship for the people of Australia, particularly South
lowered from 21 to 18. South Australia joined the otherAustralia. Following the Great War of 1914-18, the impact
colonies in the federation in 1901 and so became a state of tleé the 1930s Depression on South Australian society was
Commonwealth of Australia. devastating. Without work and a steady income, many people
The Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act was lost their homes and were forced to live in makeshift
passed by the British parliament in 1900 and becamewellings with poor heating and sanitation.
operative on 1 January 1901. As Leader of the Opposition, Nevertheless, we pioneered education for children in
can | remind the house—though it needs no reminding—thaouth Australia. In November 1836 a school was opened in
the commonwealth parliament and its members shoul&ingscote, Kangaroo Island, first under a tree then in a tent.
remember that we in the states came first. Here in thihat was followed by the opening of a school in Adelaide by
parliament, we were producing landmark legislation andMrs Hillier in 1837. In 1892 education was made free to the
pioneering the settlement of the country long before the vergompulsory age of 13. In 1859 the first ferry across the River
idea of a city called Canberra was conceived. In fact, théMurray commenced operations at Wellington. In 1975 we
founding fathers of our national parliament met in this veryreceived our first colour television transmission. In 1980, a
chamber in the late 1890s to give life to our nationhoodbushfire destroyed 35 houses in the Adelaide Hills, causing
through its national parliament. The federal model wasnillions of dollars of damage. In 1982, following amend-
pioneered by the states. | for one enjoy reminding my federahents to the Licensing Act, some hotels in ‘tourist areas’
parliamentary colleagues of all parliamentary and politicabegan trading on Sundays for one or two hour periods.
persuasions that they are relative newcomers who have much In February 1983 large bushfires claimed 28 lives of South
to learn from us. Regardless of political affiliation, they Australians. Damage was estimated at over $200 million.
should take notes, be attentive and duly respectful. Fires at nine separate locations including Clare, Adelaide
Although the Parliament of South Australia began in 1857Hills and the South-East devastated the state. In 1984 the
no political parties emerged until the 1890s. Back then, foMaralinga Land Rights Bill passed by state parliament



12 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Tuesday 24 April 2007

returned 76 000 square kilometres of South Australia’s Fawith cheering by the citizens, assembled on the terrace, which he
North to its traditional Aboriginal owners. In 1986 we acknowledged, with affability and courteous politeness.

celebrated the 150th anniversary of European settlement, apge tend to take our parliamentary democracy for granted,
had the pleasure of a royal visit from Her Majesty Queereyen though it has come at a great cost in terms of effort,
Elizabeth Il and the Duke of Edinburgh. On 7 August 1998.energy and lives. It is not perfect but, as Churchill said in
workers excavated the last metre of earth to break through tpg47. ‘Democracy is the worst form of government except
daylight on the Crafers freeway tunnel—the first tunnel bulilty| those other forms that have been tried from time to time.
anywhere on Australia’s 18 700 kilometres of nationaloyr parliamentary system has evolved over hundreds of years
highway. In 2004 the first freight train used the Adelaide tognd it should not be taken for granted. It is timely that
Darwin railway. In October 2006 we had the official openingtomorrow is Anzac Day because we should reflect on the
of Adelaide’s international airport. Now, in 2007, we are sacrifice of 100 000 young Australians who gave their lives
experiencing one of the worst droughts that this country hagy, make our system of parliamentary democracy possible. We
ever seen. The struggle continues. should also remember the pioneering families who made
The South Australian story is amazing. Unlike the Frenchgnormous sacrifices to develop this state. We should also
the Russians and the Americans, to name just a few, we diggmember the indigenous people whose culture could have
not have to fight a bloody war of independence or protect ougone on forever in genuine sustainability.
democracy with an equally bloody civil war or pay the price |t was a privilege today to have Kaurna elder Lewis
in blood for our freedom. It was given to us by our ancestorsy'Brien here as part of the commemoration and celebration.
as a gift. So | ask: do we value it any less because of that? hur parliament, whilst largely dominated by the government
we do, itis at our peril, for, if we wish to keep our freedom of the day, allows for an official opposition and alternative
and what we have built, we must strive to keep our democragovernment, something not found in all countries; for
cy alive and healthy. We must take an interest in it. Theexample, China, where the opposition is often in prison or,
Westminster system that we have inherited has proved to lgorse, in the cemetery. In theory, parliament has a central
one of the most resilient democratic models that man hagle to play in our responsible system of government, with the
conceived. Of the oldest surviving democracies in the worldministry kept accountable to the people despite the governing
Westminster models, including Canada, Britain, Australia angarty being a powerful force in the House of Assembly and,
New Zealand, feature strongly, whilst many others haveo a lesser extent, in the upper house. | say ‘in theory’,
crumbled time and time again. | urge the children of Soutlhecause the reality is not quite as it should be.
Australia and their parents to come to the parliament, aswe g|opal warming may be an inconvenient truth: parliament
have just seen this weekend, and to value what we have builffe, seems, in truth, an inconvenience for executive
otherwifse our grandchildren may lose it. Sir Wi”Stongovernment. The people’s house, that is the lower house—
Churchill once remarked: that is us—still upholds the hard-won tradition that the people
Every day you may make progress. Every step may be fruitfulrather than the monarch make the laws, therefore we prohibit
Vet there will stretch out before you an ever-lengthening, everthe monarch or her representative from entering our chamber.
ascending, ever-improving path. You know you will never getto therhat js why, of course, the official opening today was in the
end of the journey. But this, so far from discouraging, only adds tcL islative C il A K li tnotonl k
the joy and glory of the climb. egislative Council. As we know, parliament not only makes
statute law but allows the questioning of the government of
When we all go home this evening we will reflect on today.the day as well as providing an arena for airing grievances.
We may watch the world news and see how others spent thefihe parliament can act as a court but rarely does, the last time
day. We might ask ourselves before we retire where else iBeing in 1968 when a Mr Klaebe was summonsed to the bar
the world would be a better place to live, to love, to raise youbf the Legislative Council for contempt for questioning
family than South Australia. What we have created hergommittee member Mr Murray Hill MLC’s impartiality.

through our democracy, all of us, is not perfect butitwilldo |, August 1870, Sergeant Major R.A. McBride was gaoled
me. We are indeed a lucky people. Thanks be to God.  py the Legislative Council for seven days after forwarding a
letter containing ‘the most insulting description that could
TheHon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): Today we celebrate the possibly be.Hansard was very polite: it does not tell us what
150th anniversary of this parliament reached last Sundayas actually in the letter, but they were the words used. We
22 April. It marks the 150th anniversary of the opening ofin South Australia have much to be proud of, because we
South Australia’s first parliament under responsible governhave been leaders in democratic initiatives including, as has
ment. Itis time to be proud and reflectit¢ansard reported  peen pointed out by the Attorney and others, allowing adult
on the first day of parliament under the heading ‘Opening ofAboriginal men to vote in elections, 1856—sadly taken from
Parliament. Under the Act No 2 of 1855-56 to establish ahem in the move towards Federation or as a result of
constitution for South Australia. Wednesday, April 22ndFederation. We pioneered the vote for Aboriginal men and
1857’ as follows: subsequently for Aboriginal women, also taken from them as
This being the day appointed for the opening of Parliament@ result of federation. The secret ballot was introduced here
consisting of two houses, a Legislative Council, and a House of 1856 and, as has been stated, we allowed women to vote
Assembly, elected under the provisions of the new Constitution Actin 1894 and were the first parliament in the world to allow
No 2 of 1855-56, the proceedings connected with its inauguratioyomen to stand for parliament.
excited much public interest. The time appointed for both Houses to . . . .
meetwas 1 o’clock; but for some time previously a large number of ~ The parliament legalised trade unions in 1876, removed
persons had assembled in front of the Parliament House, anxious tegulations restricting the activities of Aboriginal people in
gain admission to the galleries; and at 3 o'clock the number 0f 966, and banned discrimination on the grounds of race,
spectators assembled on North Terrace could not have been less t?jﬂour and country of origin in 1966. In the same year, the

1 000. His Excellency arrived on horseback, at twenty minutes pa . . -
3 o'clock, accompanied by Major Nelson, the Commandant of thé\boriginal Lands Trust was established. South Australia

Troops, and various other officers and gentlemen, and was receivdzecame the first state, in 1971, to decriminalise abortion in
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certain circumstances. In 1975 the Sex Discrimination Acbeing brought before the House of Assembly on a charge of
was passed, making discrimination on the ground of gendecontempt of parliament; but, as | indicated earlier, there have
marital status or sexuality unlawful in the provision of goods,been some in the Legislative Council.
services, employment, education and accommodation. This Parliament was meant to have a St Paul’s-style tower but
was extended in 1991 to cover age discrimination. These athere was not enough money for that. Indeed, the government
but a few of the legislative changes that have helped givef the day did not have enough money to build the current
South Australia the reputation of being a leader in socialegislative Council and, as pointed out by the Leader of the
reform. Opposition, was helped out in 1936 Aye Advertiser’s
Whilst the South Australian parliament has led in respecproprietor, Sir Langdon Bonython, who provided £100 000.
of many social changes, we have been slow to introduc@/hilst generous benefactors willing to spend money on
reforms to our own day-to-day workings. We are looking thisparliament are no doubt rare today (and it is unlikely we will
very day at creating family-friendly sitting hours and offering see a repeat of the huge crowd that gathered at 3 p.m. on 22
citizens the right of reply in this house. However, moreApril 1857 ready for the first day’s opening of the new
reform is needed to make the parliament a central player iparliament), nevertheless, one would hope that all South
what should be a system of genuine responsible governmemustralians and current MPs can take pride in the achieve-
Parliament has question time but does not have answer timments of their parliament and its contribution over 150 years,
There are other even more fundamental issues to be adnd help ensure that it continues to play an important and
dressed, including deciding what role a state parliament camlevant role in our evolving and less than perfect democratic
and should play in a system increasingly dominated byystem based as it is on the concept of representative
Executive Government and the major political parties, and illemocracy and responsible government.
an economic arena where the commonwealth government
holds most of the purse strings. MsCHAPMAN (Deputy L eader of the Opposition): As
Parties do bring political stability but at a price. | ask: howa sixth generation South Australian, | am proud to support
significant are our parliamentary committees, dealing withthis motion. | thank you, Mr Speaker, for accommodating the
at best, today’s issues rather than tomorrow’s issues—and @elebrations on this important and historic day for the
ashoestring, at that. We need at least one committee that caarliament of South Australia. Also, | wish to recognise the
look at issues in advance and maybe avoid some of th@escendants of our first parliamentarians in South Australia
problems we are now encountering in relation to watewho have attended today. It is a tribute to them and a
supply, global warming and the ageing of our population. Dgecognition of this historic day. On the eve of Anzac Day
we need a parliament in its current form or could we movegwhich is, of course, a time that we do recognise the service
to a system of regional parliaments combining the role ofind sacrifice of Australians), | would like the house to spare
state and local governments? We need to ask ourselves: h@wthought for those who had to fight for the right to have a
relevant are we? Can we use new electronic technology teote in this state.
make parliament more relevant to the people and more Much has been said about the history of women, their
responsive? We need to explore the concept of electroniight to vote and their right to stand for parliament. | think
democracy. this very chamber must take credit for being the first in the
Even our seating arrangements are combative arnorld to pass legislation in 1894 to give women the right to
confrontational. Perhaps we should all face the Speaker. Thetote—a very important occasion. Much could be said, of
there is the question of general accommodation, because theurse, about the circumstances prevailing in the colony at
current facilities are inadequate, with no meeting area fothat time, the least of which was the shocking state of
visiting school children and inadequate space for staffdrunkenness that was a major factor in developing, support-
ministers, backbenchers and the media. Itis time parliamenmtg and passing the legislation.
had proper accommodation for its occupants. | ask the Of course, the amendment moved to grant women the
guestion: where are our Aboriginal MPs? | ask the furtheright to stand for parliament was actually an attempt to
guestion: how will our parliament fitin if Australia becomes sabotage the bill because, at the time, some thought that was
a republic, which I believe it will within 20 years? so ridiculous that the bill would never pass, that it would fail.
Can we be leaders in reform not for the sake of it butHowever, we got our way. It may have taken 65 years for us
because it would help make South Australia a more decentp get here but | can tell members that we are here to stay. |
just society? As MPs we are now hybrids—a cross betweeparticularly wish to recognise Joyce Steele who is resplendent
social workers and ombudsmen. However, importantly, wérere in Versace blue and who was the member for Burnside.
still need to lead and to legislate. It is to the credit of MPs inShe entered this house as the first female member of parlia-
this parliament that we have been devoid of major scandalspent in South Australia in this assembly chamber in 1959.
with only a small number of MPs engaging in illegal  She had to fight a battle with Frank Chapman (no relative,
behaviour. There has been no SA Inc! Instances of contempmight say), along with Mrs Jessie Cooper, who in the same
charges brought against serving members are rare. | will ngtear—again fighting the battle in the Supreme Court—was
listthem because they are few in number and, if you list oneallowed to sit in the chamber in the Legislative Council. It is
you really need to list all of them. very disappointing (and this is no reflection on you, Mr
Likewise, criminal charges are rare. The only instance thaBpeaker), but | have written to three speakers of this house
could be provided to me was that of Bert Edwards who, irto ask that, on this sesquicentenary occasion, we acknowledge
1931, was a serving member for the electorate of Adelaidevomen in this chamber, that we recognise Mrs Cooper and
when he was convicted of sodomy. His seat was vacateithat her portrait be hung in the adjacent chamber to us. |
through absence without leave on 23 June 1931 while he wasgret to say that, whilst | had a response from you, Mr
serving his prison term. Mr Edwards was released afteBpeaker, there is still not a word from the other place. | think
almost two years from Yatala Labour Prison. | am advisedhat that is a shame on the occasion we are celebrating this
that there has never been a case of a member of the publdstoric time.
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| recognise Agnes Goode, the first woman to stand as ginal people. | found that, under the governors in the first
candidate for a political party, and the many other womer20 years of the colony, Aboriginal welfare was actually more
who have been recognised—more recently, Jennifefavourably treated than it was under the parliament. There
Cashmore, Di Laidlaw and people who have served in thisvas a select committee into Aboriginal welfare in the 1850s,
house—and many Labor women also join that queueand the recommendations were to have less Aboriginal
However, let us spare a thought for women in this contextwelfare and to exclude them more from the precincts of
Our Aboriginal South Australians, in fact, had the vote inAdelaide than had previously been the case. So, parliament
1857 as long as they were male, over the age of 21 years argdbes not always get it right.
like white men, of sound mind, not bankrupt and not in It was interesting to look at the early parliamentary
prison, which | think was the other qualifying feature at thatdebates: the issues come up again and again. We are still
stage. They got the right to vote, and it is an interesting twistlealing with those 19th century issues: public transport; the
that, in South Australian history, whilst we pioneered voteseconomy and the export potential of South Australia; what to
for women, to put it briefly, black men in South Australia haddo with Victoria Square; how to cope with Aboriginal issues;
the vote nearly 20 years before black and white women. and what to do about law and order. In the 19th century, the

We know the history that, when we joined the federationlaw and order debate tended to revolve around whether
in 1901, all Aboriginals who were not on the electoral roll floggings were sufficient and whether there should be a stay
were no longer allowed to vote. Notwithstanding theof execution when a criminal was ordered to be hanged. Of
constitutional amendments, that did not occur until someourse, the system has evolved.
years later. It is interesting that male Aboriginals who had We had Catherine Helen Spence, who was a notable
been on the roll previous to 1901 were kept on the roll andigure, not only for her promotion of the right of women to
were allowed to continue to vote. So, it was quite an unusualote (which was successful in 1894), but who was also an
situation. | place on record the importance of recognisingadvocate for proportional representation (indeed, the Hare-
that, in 1962, the Menzies Liberal government passeflark system should probably be called the Hare-Spence
legislation to ensure that Aboriginal people in Australia hadsystem). It was adopted in Tasmania but, unfortunately, not
the opportunity to vote, and they were fully enfranchised atn South Australia.
that point. Some recognise the 1967 referendum as the time My commitment to constitutional reform, I hope, will be
of the recognition of Aboriginals but, in fact, whilst it placed a sign of things to come. In 1998, | gave a speech suggesting
them on the census and gave the commonwealth the right tbat this house should be significantly reformed to allow
make laws for Aboriginals, it was the Menzies legislation thatmembers who were elected by proportional representation to
introduced it. For the record, | mention and applaud thée in this chamber, along with the single member constituen-
contribution of Neville Bonner, who was the first Aboriginal cy members. In the last parliament, | moved legislation for
to stand for parliament. Of course, he was a Liberal and anultimember electorates for this chamber. | am glad to note
very significant one. that I succeeded in my proposal for fixed four-year terms for

So, the history is there. As women, along with ourthe parliament of South Australia.
Aboriginal South Australians, we had to fight for the vote and  Of course, a notable feature of the political development
the right to stand for parliament. It has been a long fight, bubf South Australia through this 150 years has been the
we now celebrate the equality of opportunity. development of political parties. Gradually, they have

conglomerated, until we have reached the point where there

Mr HANNA (Mitchell): I speak in relation to the motion are two very strong parties, which we call the major parties
noting the sesquicentenary of the South Australian parliaand which might be called the older parties, Liberal and
ment. We have as much democracy as is allowed by thodeabor. We may have already passed the apogee of a
people who exist in society where there is the greatedtiberal/Labor stranglehold on South Australian politics. Now
concentration of wealth. That has been true throughoud third of South Australian voters prefer to vote first prefer-
history. We were fortunate in South Australia that much ofence for non-Liberal or non-Labor candidates, particularly in
the disparity of wealth in the class system of England of thehe Legislative Council elections. It is my belief that a hung
1830s was left behind when free settlers came here. Thegarliament is a better parliament, and there are specific
system we ended up with for the first parliament in 1857 wagxamples, when we look at the Olsen government or the
based on the interests of those lawyers, graziers, stockbrokessevious Rann government, to demonstrate that we are better
and businesspeople who formed the middle to upper clagsff when neither Liberal nor Labor has an absolute majority
ranks of society. As | say, there was more equivalencén this chamber.
between them than the great range of rich and poor as existed One thing that we need to retain is a commitment to the
in England, whence they came. history and traditions of this place. It is only with an appreci-

| am grateful, as we all are in South Australia, that we hadation of the legal and democratic principles upon which this
one of the most democratic systems in the world in the 1850state was founded that we can serve the best interests of
We can no longer claim that mantle, of course. | will South Australians. The alternative is a descent into ‘might is
specifically mention one of the first members of the 185%ight’ politics, where winning becomes an end in itself, not
parliament—Major O’Halloran. He lived in Lizard Lodge, a means to controlling the vehicle for social reform. It also
which is now situated on the Glenthorne site in the electoratkeads to manipulation of voters through emotionalist popu-
of Mitchell. I inspected the ruins of his old home, and therelism that is not in the long-term interests of South Australia.
are still significant traces of his homestead. He was a very What is the future? What will the next 150 years bring?
notable figure in South Australian society at that time and i$Df course, one of the questions that will be resolved will be
known probably more for his controversial role as a policethe continuation of the upper house. | suppose it probably will
officer than his time in parliament. be there in 150 years’ time but, no doubt, there will be

| studied the early parliamentary sessions of Soutltontinuing calls for its abolition. One thing that we might
Australia, particularly in reference to the welfare of Abori- have achieved in the next 150 years is improved standing



Tuesday 24 April 2007 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 15

orders and, perhaps, the adoption of ideas that | have puadvise that this paper is a result of the many months of work
forward, such as having a completely independent speakdsy Ms Noeleen Ryan and Ms Margaret Hodgins of the
supported by two-thirds of the members of this house, and yétegislative Council, and their efforts are to be commended.
not of this chamber. Of course, reforms such as this will onlyAll members will receive a commemorative copy to mark the
occur if more Independents are voted into parliament. Th&50th anniversary of responsible government in South
people of South Australia have shown an inclination toAustralia.

support this notion. The future, of course, lies in our hands

and in the hands of the people themselves as they vote. PAPERS TABLED

TheHon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): | came into this place The following papers were laid on the table:
in the 39th parliament, and | intend to leave at the end of the BY the Treasurer (Hon. K.O. Foley)—
51st parliament. So, | have been here for about 440 of the ~ Regulations under the following Act—
1 800 months that this parliament has sat. | regard it as a SouBtgﬁrer]litSState Superannuation—Death Insurance
privi_lege and a pleasure to have bef_en the first m_ember of my By the Minister for Transport (Hon. P.F. Conlon)—
family (who came out here on thétopia from the Highlands Architects Board of South Australia—Report 2006
of Scotland—and | think that was a wise decision) to be By the Minister for Energy (Hon. P.F. Conlon)—
elected and serve in this august chamber. | have always Regulations under the following Act—
valued the opportunity to represent people in the rural and Electricity—
remote parts of South Australia, and | believe my role has Installations
been to stand up for their rights and their privileges. The first Vegetation Clearance

: : Y et By the Attorney-General (Hon. M.J. Atkinson)—
thing we should remember is that this institution belongs to Regulations under the following ACt—

the people of South Australia and we should preserve, protect Evidence—Prescribed Courts
and uphold the rights and privileges of members of Rules of Court—
parliament. District Court—Search Orders

The role of members of parliament is to supervise and to By the Minister for Health (Hon. J.D. Hill)—
observe how the laws that are passed from time to time are ~ Southern Adelaide Health Service—Report 2005-06

. - . Upper South East Dryland Salinity and Flood Manage-
affecting people. The greatest threat to this particular ment Act 2002—Quarterly Report 1 January—31

institution is unbridled bureaucracy. That is the greatest threat March 2007
to democracy. It is not the role of members of parliament to Regulations under the following Acts— _
in any way downgrade the powers or functions. | believe that Environment Protection—Environment Protection

i Fund
those people who come after us should respect and value this Native Vegetation—Clearance Exemptions

institution and not let any one person think that they are Natural Resources Management—Levy Exemption
bigger or more important, because this institution is there as By the Minister for Industrial Relations (Hon. M.J.
a safety valve to protect the long-term interests of the peoP'Wright)—

of this state. | am privileged to have been here for 37 years Regulations under the following Acts—

and | have three or four more to go. Statutes Amendment (Public Sector Employment)—
Awards
The SPEAK ER: Members have eloquently reflected on Workers Rehabilitation and Compensation—

Thoroughbred Riding
By the Minister for Consumer Affairs (Hon. J.M.
ankine)—
Regulations under the following Act—

the achievements of the parliament over 150 years, and |
thank them. We are one of the oldest continuing democraci
in the world and this is something to celebrate. | thank th

descendants of the members of the first parliament for joining Liquor Licensing—
us for today’s proceedings. May | especially thank all those Bordertown
associated with Sunday’s open day. Henley Beach
Members interjecting; Millicent
. . Murray Bridge.
The SPEAKER: | remind members that the Speaker is

on his feet. Over 2 300 people came through this magnificent SITTINGS AND BUSINESS
building. | thank those members who gave up their Sunday
to make their time available. | especially thank the father of TheHon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): Just by way of clarifica-
the house, the member for Stuart. His knowledge of theion in relation to notices of motion, | notice that standing
history of this place is without peer, mainly because he hagrders might change private members’ time. In the event that
been a member for so much of it—and I did have to reassungat happens, | assume that notice given for a particular day
several members of the public that he was not an exhibit. Will not prejudice the giver of that notice.
thank all those members who made their time available to The SPEAKER: | confirm with the member for Fisher
speak to and answer questions from our visitors. | especiallihat if there are any changes to sessional orders then motions
thank the staff of the parliament who also volunteered theiill be rearranged to accommodate that.
time to be here. Without them, Sunday would not have been
possible. STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION
Motion carried.
TheHon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Transport): |
PARLIAMENT OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA, move:

STATISTICAL RECORD That standing orders be so far suspended as to enable the
restoration and introduction of government bills before the Address

The SPEAKER: | lay on the table the Parliament of in Reply is adopted.
South Australia statistical record of the legislature 1836-2007. Motion carried.
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PUBLIC WORKSCOMMITTEE MODBURY HOSPITAL

MsCICCARELLO (Norwood): | bring up the 266th MsBEDFORD (Florey): My question is to the Minister
report of the committee on the Norwood Primary Schoolfor Health. Has the government now successfully negotiated
Redevelopment. the return of the Modbury Hospital to the public system?

Report received and ordered to be published. TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Health): | acknow-

MsCICCARELLO: | bring up the 267th report of the ledge the honourable member’s great interest in the Modbury
committee on the Techport Australia Common User FacilityHospital, which is within her electorate, and | also acknow-

Report received and ordered to be published. ledge the great interest of other members in the northern
suburbs in this hospital. | am delighted to inform the house
GOVERNOR'’S SPEECH that, as of 1 July this year, Modbury Hospital will be returned

to the public health system of South Australia. A deal has

The SPEAKER: | have to report that the house has thisbeen brokered with the private Melbourne-based company

day, in compliance with a summons from His Excellency theHealthscope to end the contract to run the hospital as of 1
Governor's Deputy, attended in the Legislative CouncilJuly. The former (Liberal) government privatised Modbury

chamber, where His Excellency has been pleased to make+tospital management in 1995 as the first of many hospitals
speech to both houses of parliament of which speech I, dt planned to privatise. This announcement today is the
Speaker, have obtained a copy, which | now lay on the tabldulfilment of one of the Rann government’s key election

Ordered to be published. promises. It is also a significant step in the reform process
that is continuing across our public hospitals.
QUESTION TIME Modbury will now be able to collaborate more closely

with our network of hospitals across Adelaide to provide the
best possible care and treatment for South Australians. Staff
SCHOOL BUSES at Modbury will be reassured that the state government aims

The Hon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): My question is to the to make the transition process as smooth as possible. Today

L - . . ; . there will be two briefings for all Modbury staff members,
Minister for Educqtlpn and Children's Serwpes. Why 1S theand today we launch a staff hotline to answer questions from
government penalising country people, particularly children

With its decision to remove school buses from small. har d_employees about their transition. Many South Australians will
o ! remember that, when the Liberals put the hospital in private
pressed rural communities? | seek your leave, Mr Speak

and that of the house 1o brieflv explain mv question Theﬁ’ands, staff lost their public sector entitlements. That will not
Yy €Xp y d - ' N%appen again. | want to reinforce that Modbury staff are very

house would probably not be aware of an arbitrary dec's'orﬂﬂportant to us. We value their work and their contribution,
the government has made to take away the school bus froghd we want them to come across to the public system

the small community of Spalding, putting pressure on the Employees who transfer will be covered by the relevant
people at Brinkworth. It has $31 million to put a tramline bli P 3{ ds and enterori 3{ dwill h
down North Terrace for the yuppies of North Adelaide, yetpu Ic sector Iawar S and enterprise agreerlnen San .f‘.N' ave
it has no money for hard-pressed rural communities. secure employment and access to salary sacrifice and
The SPEAK ER: Order! Leave is withdrawn. generous leave provisions. Annual leave and long service
. . leave entitlements can be transferred to CNAHS, the central
Members interjecting: northern management association, or paid out by Healthscope
The SPEAKER: Order! o as part of the agreement. The state government will also
_ TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa-  honour the sick leave entitlements of those employees who
tion and Children’s Services): | am honoured to have the transfer to the public system. Quality of care at Modbury will
member for Stuart ask me the first question in this sesquicelfe a major focus for the state government. We have already
tenary sitting, and | am delighted that he should talk about histarted improving facilities at the hospital with the installation
constituency because, after all, democracy is about locgf a $1.7 million high-tech computer patient record system.
issues. The honourable member knows a lot about school The SPEAKER: The cameraman in the gallery is only
buses and the country—I do not think anyone here woulgjjowed to film members on their feet.
doubt that—but he also knows that the school bus policy is
as it was implemented during the last Liberal government; in NAIRNE PRIMARY SCHOOL CROSSING
fact, the system in place has not changed: it is about equity
and fairness. He, more than anyone else, knows the history Mr GOLDSWORTHY (Kavel): Will the Minister for
of rural schools and the tribulations that occur when populaTransport explain why the government has expended funds
tions rise and fall. on the redlight speed camera installed at the freeway
One of the buses to which the honourable member refeiigterchange on Adelaide Road at Mount Barker when funding
has fallen well below the number of children for which a busis urgently needed for works at the Nairne Primary School
service would have been provided during the Liberalcrossing to protect the children who attend that school from
government’s time, but we have held onto it for a yearunsafe conditions at the school crossing and the adjacent
because we understand that another family may move into thetersection? The minister is well aware of this ongoing
district this term. Whilst | understand that in one of thosematter as | have raised it numerous times in this place and
schools there are only four students currently riding on thathrough letters to the officers of the various ministers for
bus, if more people move into the neighbourhood of cours&ransport.
we would reinstitute those buses. The honourable member The Hon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | am happy to take
knows that the system there now is fair, equitable, transpathis on board for the Minister for Road Safety, who is of
ent—and it has been there since the days of the last Liberaburse a minister in the Legislative Council. | have to say that
government. | am somewhat confused by this. We saw in the national
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newspapers today ‘Libs to come out swinging with newwhen we all called for the Anzac story to be taught in our
leadership team’. | guess the question is: where is the beeg2hools. Of course, the tremendous news is that that happens
There has been this big build-up of all these issues. There i&ght across our state.

to be a televised debate— . South Australian schools have received an Australian and
Mr PISONI: On a point of order, the Premier has Vietnam War education pack and information on the
answered the question. Australian War Memorial’s education program. As a

The SPEAKER: Order! | was conferring with the government, we invited senior secondary students to enter a
Opposition Whip. | have not heard what the Premier has saithew Anzac School Prize in which winners take part in a study

TheHon. M.D. RANN: | am confused. ‘Bring iton’, says tour to the Western Front battlegrounds in France and
Hamilton-Smith in The Advertiser; ‘Libs to come out Belgium. The five winning students who are currently
swinging’, saysThe Australian. We have all the television overseas as our Anzac Day ambassadors are Elise Ganley of
cameras. We are talking about a big televised debate. St Marks College, Port Pirie; Alannah Williams of Wilder-

The SPEAKER: Order! ness School; Jemima Nicholas from St Peters Collegiate Girls
TheHon. M.D. RANN: We are prepared to make time School; Emily Cock from Birdwood High School; and Ankur
available. Verma from Mount Barker High School.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier will take his seat. As honorary Australian ambassadors they are currently
Members interjecting: accompanying, | am told, Governor Marjorie Jackson-Nelson.
The SPEAK ER: Order! | think the Premier has made his Already they have visited many sites of importance, such as
point. the Australian war memorials and grave sites of fallen
soldiers in France and Belgium, and taken part in numerous
ANZAC SPIRIT wreath-laying ceremonies. The delegation took part in a

service in Dernancourt, France, which was ‘adopted’ by

MsSIMMONS (Morialta): My question is directed to  Adelaide after the First World War, creating a special and
the Premier. What is the government doing to keep the Anzaistoric bond that has endured 90 years. | know that the
spirit alive among younger people in our South AustralianMinister for Education and, indeed, her staff, visited Dernan-
schools? court last year and met with His Royal Highness, The Prince

TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | thank the honourable of Wales at a special service.
member for her question. Of course, tomorrow is Anzac Day, on Anzac Day, the group will attend the dawn service at
the most sacred and solemn day in our calendar. | must saife Australian War Memorial in London. It will also attend
that, having attended, I think, every dawn service for mor&eryices at Whitehall and Westminster Abbey. Their feedback
than two decades, one great thing has been to see increasiifar has been inspirational, and they have described their
numbers over those years—indeed, to see increasing nUmbefip, as a roller-coaster of emotions and a moving experience.
of young people coming along, including schoolchildrenthis new Anzac School Prize, increased attendance at Anzac
wanting to learn about their parents, grandparents and greafaryices and school studies reflect the respect our schools and

grandparents and about their heritage and their history. '%ung people have for the sacrifice so many young
1934, Turkey’s first president, Ataturk, paid tribute to theastralians made during the war.

fallen soldiers on the Gallipoli Peninsula. He said: | make this announcement today. | know that, while the
Those heroes that shed their blood and lost their lives, you argoung students will be in London at Westminster Abbey and
now lying in the soil of a friendly country. Therefore rest in peace.5i the dawn service, Her Excellency the Governor will
He went on to say: represent us at Anzac Cove in Gallipoli. Today, the state
There is no difference between the Johnnies and the Mehmets government announces that the Anzac School Prize will
us where they lie side by side. Here in this country of ouryou,  continue into the future. | hope that next year the students

the mothers who sent their sons from far-away countries, wipe away,ho are selected and successful will be able to go to other
your tears; your sons are now lying in our bosom and are in peac

L ; _
After having lost their lives on this land they have become our sondl€stinations that tell the heritage and story of Australian
as well. sacrifice.

On Anzac Day every year we, too, pay tribute to those who
fell at Gallipoli 92 years ago. Of the 50 000 Australians who BRANCHED BROOMRAPE
landed on the beaches, 8 709 were killed and 18 235 were L
wounded. On Anzac Day we remember them and all those . Mr PEDERIC.K (Hammond):. My question Is to the
who have sacrificed so much during war—those who foughrplnlster respons!blle for' primary industries and resources.
for our liberty, those who made sacrifices for our way of life. ~ Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:
Since the 1990s, as | mentioned, there has been a resurgencel he SPEAKER: Order!
of interest in Anzac Day. Indeed, young people now often Mr PEDERICK: Why are primary producers dealing
outnumber marching veterans, while more young people angith branched broomrape on their properties being asked to
making the annual pilgrimage to the Gallipoli Peninsula tosign a legal contract (better known as the Branched Broom-
attend the dawn service. My own son did so two years agaape Eradication Program Grant Agreement) with the state
Our government is encouraging this recognition amongsgovernment? Primary producers attracting branched broom-
young people of the enormous sacrifice so many have madeape eradication program grants of $5 000 or more from the
From the Australian War Memorial in London to a youth state government to spray herbicides for the management and
vigil ceremony in Adelaide, South Australia’s school studentcontrol of branched broomrape on their properties are being
are taking a leading role in 2007 Anzac Day commemoraasked to sign a legal contract with the state government—a
tions. State schools have been asked to encourage studentsamtract that has not been consulted upon by the Branched
learn about the significance of the Anzacs. Its significance iBroomrape Ministerial Advisory Committee or the Branched
taught in Australian history lessons. Remember years ageroomrape Community Focus Group.
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TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Health): | take this  tramline extension and the subsequent commencement of
question on behalf of the Minister for Environment andwork, constituents in my electorate who use those bus
Conservation, who is responsible for managing this progranservices have contacted my office wanting to know how their
I would be very happy to get a response for the member idaily commute to the city and back home will be affected. |
due course. asked for this simple information in a question on notice

seven months ago, but | still have not received an answer.

Mr PEDERICK: My question is again to the minister for TheHon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Transport): |
primary industries and resources. Why is there no record afo not recall any question on notice or otherwise about this
which spray herbicide chemicals have been used for thgatter, but | will attempt to find that information for the
eradication of branched broomrape under the Farm Plamember. | am really gratified that those on the other side are

Scheme? _ finally seeing the light about the tram extension, because we
TheHon. K.O. Foley: Is this the best you can do today? know that they have made their new shadow spokesperson
The SPEAKER: Order! the most enthusiastic supporter of the tram extension we have

Mr PEDERICK: Under the scheme, chemical herbicides,seen in this parliament—a person who is on the record talking
such as Broadstrike, Ally and Roundup, are used for sprayingbout the decision to extend the tram in glowing terms, who
larger areas. Broadstrike and Ally are group B herbicidespnce moved a private member’s motion calling for the
meaning that they require moisture to break down. A recor@éxtension. | am very grateful to see this—
of which chemicals have been used is required, given thatin Mr PISONI: Sir, | rise on a point of order. My question
these dry times they may not break down. was specifically about bus routes, it had nothing to do with

TheHon. J.D. HILL: Of course, branched broomrape is the tramline—

a very serious threat to agriculture in South Australia. That The SPEAKER: Order! | uphold the member for Unley’s
is why this government has invested an enormous amount @bint of order.
effort and energy into dealing with this issue.

Ms Chapman interjecting: RESPITE CARE

TheHon. J.D. HILL: The deputy leader says that it was o
a matter of the compact with Peter Lewis, the former member Mr VENNING  (Schubert): Can the Minister for
for that area, who raised this very vigorously in this houseDisability confirm whether any funding is available for new
| believe that both sides of the parliament supported him ifespite care places through Disability SA in the Barossa
that. I know that, when the Hon. Rob Kerin was responsiblé€gion? | have been advised by a constituent with an autistic
for this part of policy, he was very concerned about this issueSon that, when she contacted_D|sab|I|ty SAin the_ Barossato
as was | when | was the minister for environment andY to get a few hours of respite care each fortnight for her
conservation. | know that our current minister is concerne@on. she was informed that there was no funding left for new
about it as well. A whole range of experiments is going on tdespite care places and there would not be any until 2008. My
try to work out the best way of dealing with this weed. | amconstituent is very distraught. N o
happy to get a report for the member, in particular in relation TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Disabili-
to the issue he raises, but | am sure that, if he would like &): Of course, we budget on an annual basis, and each new
more detailed briefing, officers from the minister's depart-year is obviously a new opportunity to provide services.

ment would be happy to give it to him. There are enormous demands in this area (as is the case ina
whole range of our social services areas), and we will
DESALINATION PLANT, MARION BAY obviously consider those matters sensitively. If the honour-

able member wants to supply the particular details (and | have
Mr GRIFFITHS (Goyder): My question is to the some vague recollection that he might already have written
Premier. Why has the government refused to providéo me about this matter), | can then take the matter further.
financial support to the District Council of Yorke Peninsula
in the construction of a seawater desalinisation project for WASTE WATER TREATMENT
Marion Bay? The Marion Bay Desalinisation Project has been
costed at $450 000 and is nearing completion. The South Dr MCFETRIDGE (Morphett): My question is to the
Australian Tourism Commission committed $]_5 000 to thel\/linister for Water SeCUrity. Is it true that, as a result of SA
project in 2005, while $45 000 was committed by theWater increasing the price of treated water from the Glenelg
commonwealth government community water scheme in lat¥/aste Water Treatment Plant by 1 600 per cent, former water
2006. Despite requests being submitted to the Premier and tRestomers are now not using the treated water and, therefore,
obvious innovation being shown by this community, no stateutflows into the gulf have increased significantly and
government support has been forthcoming. recycling _has droppe_d to atiny 6 per cent? Figures provided
TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | am very happy to by the minister’s of_flce show that users of treateo_l waste
obtain a report on that matter for the honourable member, arf@ter, such as the City of Holdfast Bay, have had an increase

| am very pleased to get a question from him. in the price of water from 2.5¢ a kilolitre to 45¢ a kilolitre,
an increase of 1 600 per cent.
BUSES, KING WILLIAM STREET TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD (Minister for Water

Security): This government is a very strong supporter of
Mr PISONI (Unley): My question is to the Minister for treated effluent and water reuse in the state. In fact, South
Transport. Will commuters travelling to the city from my Australia, in the city of Adelaide, is leading the nation in
electorate on bus routes 191, 192, 197, 198, 199, 195, 196fspect of the amount of waste water that is being treated and
171, 172, 296 and 297 continue to disembark at the existingsed for other purposes. We also have a strategy under
King William Street bus stops once the tramline extensionVaterproofing Adelaide to continue to invest in waste water
has been completed? Following the announcement of theeatment and stormwater reuse programs to enhance
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Adelaide’s water supply into the future and to look at ways TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Health): | am not

in which we can relieve pressure off the River Murray foraware of the details that the honourable member has brought
Adelaide water consumption. The specific issue to which théo the attention of the house, but | am very pleased to refer
member refers, | will take on notice and bring back a reporthe matter to my colleague in the other place and get a report
to the house. for him.

Dr McFETRIDGE: What is the Minister for Water SOUTH-EAST LAND TITLES
Security doing to increase the use of treated effluent from
waste water treatment plants and how does the minister Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): Will the Minister for
explain the reduced use of treated water from the Glenel§ransport undertake to have the Lands Titles Office expedite
waste water treatment plant? Figures supplied by the ministéne issuing of new titles to landholders in the South-East
to the opposition and to the Messenger newspaper showvehere land has been acquired for the construction of drains
decline in the use of treated waste water from Glenelg Wastender the Upper South-East Salinity and Flood Management
Water Treatment Plant from 10 per cent in 1998-99 to 6 peScheme? Five years after the passing of legislation to allow
centin 2005-06. Further to this, | have been informed by théor the acquisition of land for drainage construction, a
City of Holdfast Bay that no more A-class water is availableconstituent who signed a contract for the sale of his property
for recycling due to the failure of SA Water to increase thehas been told that he will have to wait another four or five
volumes of water that are being treated to A-class levelsmonths before new titles are issued which will then allow the
Council minutes note that, with the provision of an additionalsale to proceed.
treatment unit, significantly more A-class water would be  The Hon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Transport): |
available to be recycled. can assure the member that, in recent months and as a result
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: This government is serious of high levels of activity, we have moved to decrease the time
about increasing the use of treated effluent water andelays in the Lands Titles Office very significantly. | am not
ensuring that South Australia continues to lead the nation iaware of the matters—
regard to the use of recycled water. We are working with the  Mr Pjsoni interjecting:
Onkaparinga local government on an extension of a program The Hon, PF. CONLON: What's the matter, | can't hear
down there. We are also looking to extend the Virgini _
plpel!qe at the moment and a project is underway. Asto th Mr Pisoni interjecting;
specific issues of the Glenelg treatment plant, | will again i
take that on notice and provide a report to the member and the 1€ SPEAKER: Order! _ , _
house. | would also like to mention a number of councils in  1heHon. PF. CONLON: Christopher Pyne’'s man is
the regions that are doing a great job on waste water reuggtacking me, sir, I seek your protection. We have made very
and treatment plants, in particular the Berri-Barmera counciignificant decreases in the delays of issuing titles out of the
in my electorate of Chaffey, which is investing $14 million Ia_nds titles office. | am not aware of the specific issues. We
and which is supported by the state government, but unfortg¥ill have a look at it. | can assure you that the last time |
nately was not supported by the federal government. looked at delays, it was about 15 days for the issuing of a
This new treatment plant will take effluent water from a litle; which is a significant reduction.
number of the towns in that council area and also industrial
water from the BLR Hardy business. It will treat it and reuse HEAVY VEHICLES

100 t of their effluent water. This is a fantastic effort -
per COm ot [NEIF STUSL Walel. “1IS 1S a fantastic stor Mr VENNING (Schubert): Is the Minister for Transport

from the community council which has been supported by the )
state government. Unfortunately, they were unsuccessful i3"are of the changes that have been made to the Road Traffic

getting support from the federal government. Also the Loxtorf Ct part_icularly affecting farmers in Fe!a“O'_‘ to overloading
Waikerie council is investing in a scheme at Waikerie which2nd chain of command rules? The minister is probably aware

will see the effluent ponds finally moved off the flood plain that a roadshow has been going around the state. Farmers are

and which have been a particular bone of contention for thageing told that the standards have changed and that there will
council for many years. Supported by the state governmen?® nil tolerance for ove_rloadlng. The chain of command will
that scheme will provide treated effluent water from the/'€an that the onus will be on the owner qf the property, or
township of Waikerie to the golf course, and once again iwhoever loads the truck, and n_ot_on the driver or the carrier.
will be 100 per cent reuse. Congratulations to those country TheHon. PF.CONLON (Minister for Transport): I
councils. In relation to the particular issue mentioned by théhink I understand the question to be about the new compli-

honourable member, | will bring back a report to the house@nce and enforcement regulations, which come into force at
the end of this month, from memory. | will check that. This

STURT RIVER is a matter that has been the subject of lengthy discussion
with the industry and, in particular, the South Australian
Dr McFETRIDGE (Morphett): My question is to the Road Transport Authority. In fact, | think we will probably

Minister for Health, representing the Minister for Environ- do some joint media on it.
ment and Conservation. Can the minister inform the house The operation of a compliance enforcement has deliberate-
whether any environmental damage was caused by the escdpdeen delayed from the original passage of the bill in order
of polluted water flowing into the Sturt River as a result ofto make all those responsible for moving freight aware of
the recent paint factory fire at St Marys and whether theréheir responsibilities. | can assure you that this was a matter
have been any escaped pollutants of a toxic nature? Constitaf some very substantial debate in the house, particularly
ents have reported some grey-white discolouring of water ifrom the member for Stuart, who, as | recall, kept me here for
the Sturt River approaching the tidal basin at the Barco@about four hours in the committee stage of that bill. This is
Outlet. a matter that has been very well canvassed in debate.
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Points were made then and | understand the points the STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE REPORT
member is making now. The defence that | would offer is that
the industry itself has been supportive of this approach to TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Transport): |
managing freight. | can say that our view in the Departmenimove:
of Transport is that regulations should be done with notonly  That standing orders be so far suspended as to enable me to move
an eye to safety but also with an eye to facilitating thea motion for the adoption of sessional orders relating to sitting times
business of road freight. | will go on the record and say thagnd the right of reply.
road freight is extremely important. Not only is it extremely ~ Motion carried.
important, but the track record shows that every piece of TheHon. PF. CONLON: | move:
efficiency made is passed on to the end user. So, we have a That for the remainder of the session sessional orders be adopted
genuine regard and a genuine desire to make sure that osi as to provide for the sitting of the house to commence at 11 a.m.
regulation is as efficient as it can be, but, at the end of then Tuesday and Wednesday and provide for a citizen’s right of reply
day, the safety issue requires us to enforce safety regulatioRs detailed in the draft sessional orders circulated to members.
on heavy vehicles. This is a matter supported by the government, or | would not
be moving it. | understand that a number of opposition
MsCHAPMAN (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): ~ members wish to oppose this. Itis my view to allow them to
Given the pressing nature of a motion concerning standing© that, and I will exercise a right of reply.
orders, | wish to indicate, on behalf of the opposition—and TheHon. GM. GUNN (Stuart): The opposition is

we appreciate the government’s indication of not asking an I h I ith
further questions—that we have no further questions today; tally opposed to No. 1. We do not ave a prob em with Nos
3 or 4. However, it is clear that this is designed for the

TheSPEAKER: lindicate that, by agreement across theqnyenience of Labor marginal seats, so that they can go out
house, | will not propose that the house note grievances. i, the evening, and itis designed to make life difficult for the
opposition. Get us down here, and a lot of us cannot go back
to our electorates, so we are constricted. That is the purpose
of it. Itis symptomatic of when governments get big majori-
ties. When they have been in power for a few years, they get
inward looking, they get sensitive, and they want to put

PUBLIC TRUSTEE'S OFFICE barriers in the way of the opposition. This is the first step in
that process.

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): | seek The house will meet at 11. We have not been told when
leave to make a ministerial statement. the committees will meet. When will the parliamentary
Leave granted standing committees meet?

) TheHon. M.J. Atkinson: When are the parties going to

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Late on Friday, 20 April, meet?
my office was alerted to allegations involving a member of  The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Well, that is the next question.
staff within the Office of the Public Trustee. When | returned| look forward to the Attorney_Genera|’s Support_ When are
from Ieave_yesterday, | WaS advised that an inveStigation_intﬁhe party meetings‘? They are avery Significant and important
the allegations was carried out by the Government Investigapart of parliamentary democracy, so that the members of the
ions Unit of the Crown Solicitor’s Office in February 2006. duly elected political parties can meet and have proper time
The allegations are about financial transactions relating to thg give adequate consideration to all the complex issues that
administration of the Offlce, although the InVSStlgatlonSare put before them. Part of our System of par|iamentary
extend to another transaction made in 1998. | understand thaémocracy, of which we are celebrating 150 years today, is
the allegations were referred to the Anti-corruption Brancho have effective, well-informed political parties. That is the
of the South Australia Police and that the matter is now withsafety valve; that is the first filter in the system to ensure that
the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions for adjudica-we get appropriateiy qua||f|ed peop|e_ Unless you can have
tion. those meetings and you have plenty of time, in the case of

I wish to inform the parliament and to assure the publicural members, it will mean that you will drag them to
that the probity of the public trustee is of the highest import-Adelaide on Monday afternoons. That is what it means.
ance to the government. Under statute, liabilities of the Public TheHon. M.J. Atkinson: And when can a man get to his
Trustee are, of course, enforceable against the Crown. | hagub?
written to the Auditor-General alerting his office to this  TheHon. G.M. GUNN: | will allow the honourable
matter. Honourable members may also be aware that theember to deal with his club. When can someone—

Public Trustee, Cath O’Loughlin, is not seeking to be Mr Goldsworthy: Nobody would accept you in their club,
reappointed at the end of her contract in September this yeahktko.

The Public Trustee, Ms O’Loughlin, is not the subject ofthe  TheHon. M .J. Atkinson: | was in the Adelaide Club the
allegations being investigated. Throughout its 150 years dflonday before last.

history the Public Trustee has been an institution that the The SPEAKER: Order!

people of South Australia can turn to with confidence. Itis TheHon. G.M. GUNN: That was a considered response
for this reason that | have decided to inform the house of thfom my colleague, and perhaps it had some merit. | would
allegations brought to my attention. Until the allegations andot like to be offensive because | am a very simple, quiet
subsequent investigations are considered and determined $gul. But | say to the minister that this has been thrust upon
the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions and Souttus. It came to the Standing Orders Committee. Some of these
Australia Police, it is not appropriate for me to commentmembers obviously like to go to bed early. They knew the
further. rules when they came in here, but they want to change it.
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They were keen to come in but they knew the rules. Theynd he has been one of the architects of this. He does not like
were quite happy to come in here. But what are you going tdhe role of the opposition.

do? You have an opposition and they are a nuisance. This is a way that the member for Napier can leave the
Bureaucrats do not like backbenchers or oppositions askingafy suburbs and go right out to Salisbury. It gives him more

guestions and, of course— time in the evening, but it certainly will reflect upon the
TheHon. M.J. Atkinson: And they don't like late night  effectiveness of parliamentary committees and, in a modern
sittings. democracy, parliamentary committees play an important role

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: That s part of the parliamentary in ensuring that public servants are properly questioned; that
system around the world. This will be imposed upon us. On@rojects put to the parliament are thought out, responsible and
unreasonable act always generates another, and | hope fifgancially viable; and other investigations. It has been
minister has his running shoes on so that he can race up afi@ditional that they meet on Wednesday mornings, so when
down those stairs when the bells are rung. If you want to plaj'e they going to meet now? The minister has not told us.
at this, we would have compromised to come here ailThe Hon. P.F. Conlon: There is a lot of morning before
1 o’clock— .

The Hon. PF. Conlon: Gunny, you never compromise. _ TheHon. G.M. GUNN: | do not think that the minlis'ter
You have never compromised in your life. You'd get what!" charge of this debate would be noted for early rising! |
you want. would say that, if someone wants to ring him at quarter to six

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Me? | am a very compromising " the morning, I reckon he would be pretty grumpy.
character. | am a very reasonable person. If | were not, . | neHon. PF. Conlon: Youve got that one wrong,
would not have been sent back here 12 times. | must hay@unny: I've always been an early riser. I
done something right, even though it might have been t TheHon. G.M. GUNN: I tell you, the minister will be fit

annoy the opposition. | have been sent here. Some of yo y the time he. is finighed with t.his. He might not be an equy
ioy ifiser but he will be trim by the time he goes up those stairs a

because they will not come back next time. They will not bed0Z€n times in a couple of hours. He will need to wear his

here next time. We do not really have a problem with it Sneakers: he will need to get a good pair of Reeboks,
People are entitled to have a right of reply if they are badl thervwsg he will slip, because we are going fo test him out.
attacked and maligned in this place in relation to moving the "€ Minister has not told us when the committees are going
adjournment and having the adjournment debate extensidf} Sit ©F when he expects the party meetings to take place,
beyond 6 p.m., okay, but the actual sitting at 11 a.m. is 2c¢ause the tradition of this place has been that party
problem. I predict that this will be another Monday sitting M€€tings have always been on Tuesday mornings, normally
example. Someone has had a rush of blood to the head. A&4 9 0r 9:30, and they often take a long time, particularly

parliament, we were going to sit more often—we would sit"V"€" there is a lot of legislation to be debated and properly
on Mondays. discussed.

. . TheHon. M.J. Atkinson: Or a ballot.
Mr Goldsworthy: Karlene didn't like that. .
The Hon. G.M. GUNN: No, not only that, the ministers TheHon. G.M. GUNN: The honourable member would

. o ; ! . e > not know anything about fairly conducted ballots. He is a
did not like it. It interfered with their ability to run their anlmbers man. | do not know what sort of ballots they have

det)artn;]er&ts agd ha\(/ie ?fatlr)]met medetlnﬂs. Sud(;l]enly, that jygfihe shop assistants union, but | would not think they were
got pushed aside and off the ageénda. Now we Nave Come Y, qemocratic ones. Here we have these two mornings on
with a great idea that we will start at 11 o'clock because the, i, they want to drag us here. Does that mean that every

Labor marginals want to go out in the evenings to functions,inister will be here? Will you want pairs? You want to have
in their electorate, and it will make it difficult for the .\ nicier here?

opposition. That is the core of the matter. Members interjecting:

MrsGeraghty: No, itsnot. _ TheHon. G.M. GUNN: No, itis your job to answer the
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Yes, itis; itis designed to make question. You happen to be the government at this time. It is
life difficult for the opposition, to contain and control us. your JOb to inform the house. The government has not
Okay, if you want it that way, that is the way you are goingproperly informed the house. It has not properly informed the
to getit. There are certain processes, if you are going to takStanding Orders Committee. It has come here with a heavy-
those rights away from us, that we can use in this place to bganded approach and dumped this on the opposition. I repeat:
dlfflcult and obstructive and to show clearly that we have gt is purely designed to make life as difficult as it possibly
point to make. can, to obstruct and curtail the opposition so that the govern-
TheHon. M.J. Atkinson: Don't hold back. ment can proceed with its own ill-gotten views on how this
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: | don'tintend to. Don'tinvite me  place should be run. It has always been a tradition that there
to be more difficult because, if you want to stay here for a fairshould be a bit of consensus when changing these things. As
while, that sort of comment shows the arrogance which thépointed out, we did not reject it out of hand. We offered fair,
opposition is now having forced upon us. It is this attitudejust and reasonable compromise but, in an attitude typical of
that the government knows best and that it will impose itsvhen a government is starting to lose its perspective on life,
will upon us whether we like it or not. The government is notit just chopped the opposition off.
prepared to compromise. It is not prepared to take into If the government wants that, that is fine, and the process
consideration the difficulties that we have reasonably puthat will follow will be one of no cooperation. If you do not
forward. We did not reject these out of hand; we accepted theant cooperation, you will pay the price. Therefore, we will
majority of them, and we put forward a fair and reasonableppose this particular process all the way as we consider it
compromise. But that was not acceptable because there himsbe an unjust and unfair imposition upon the ability of the
been a strategy designed quite clearly. We know that thepposition to properly discharge its functions and duty in a
member for Napier does not like parliamentary democracgemocracy. On a day when we are celebrating 150 years of
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this house, the government decides to put the sledgehammntbe honourable member’s people. Come in here and make any

on the opposition in such an arrogant and arbitrary way. Nodf those reflections and the honourable member will get it

only is it improper, but it is wrong and the government cannotight back. Some of his colleagues were the worst behaved.

make it right. As much as the spin doctors will try to dress itThe honourable member’s whip used to come up and say,

up as being an improvement, as being a modernisation dPitch them out’ because of the way they carried on. That is

being something like a family-friendly parliament, this is just what used to happen. So, the Attorney wants to get his facts

the opposite. straight. That attitude which he has now displayed is typical
Certainly, it is not family friendly to those of us who of what this government is doing to the opposition. It is

happen to live a reasonable distance from Adelaide, but therrogant, insincere and undemocratic. The opposition opposes

government has no regard for those people. It will thumghis process.

those people. Okay, we will have to take the action that is

available to us, that is, to be as difficult as we possibly can Mr PISONI (Unley): | move:

until the government comes to its senses and accepts Some—That the debate be adjourned.

The|—||on(.j§/| J.Atkinson: How do you explain The SPEAKER: | am sorry; the call has passed to the
Queensland~ other side. If the honourable member wants to do that he will

The SPEAKER: Order!
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Queensland has got a chequeredﬂg\slesgjodkg:]h?hiﬂﬁ{eamrgg?}g?%?rn;:ge govermment benches

history of less than honourable conduct by members of

parliament. . . Mrs GERAGHTY (Torrens): | will speak briefly, but
_TheHon. M.J. Atkinson: You did not say that when | 5y pleased to support the motion. | say to the member for
Bjelke-Petersen was in. Stuart that the changes are not designed to disadvantage
The SPEAKER: Order! . anyone—certainly not any country members. | might say that
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: It has a history of chequered, gjnmilar sitting times work in other parliaments. It is about
unconscionable, corrupt and disgraceful conduct. time that we had sensible business-like sitting hours. Over the
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: What, because the parliament ye4rs | think the member for Stuart would have attended
starts at 9.30? . S many of the meetings | attended where we talked about
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson interjecting: changes to standing orders, and we made very little progress.

The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the Attorney-General. |, tact | think we made hardly any progress at all. Nothing

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: For the honourable Attorney- ,cqally came out of many of those meetings we went to. This
General to equate the process in Queensland with the histopy jiament simply stayed locked in a time warp. Our sitting
of this parliament is not only unfortunate but certainly reflects, \rs are not relevant to today’s times. They do not take into
upon him, because he has little understanding of whatis faig ..o unt the changing needs of members in this place.
reasonable and proper. They change the law overnight ithvempers today are very different from those of years ago.
Queensland. They suspend standing orders and push bit3, o516 who work in this place have young families: in fact,
through no matter what anyone thinks. Perhaps that is thgo nen have given birth whilst serving as a member of

next proposal the government wants to implement. parliament. We need to take into consideration—
Mr Goldsworthy: The police commissioner went to gaol. The Hon. SW. Key: Older dependants

a;hscﬂjoi?é\%wé(?ng[g\le:;E?rE rgg(tj. m Ig\lliéev:/i\;\’t?m to Mrs GERAGHTY: Yes, some have older dependants,
9 l\/iembersinter'ectin ) ’ and we need to take into consideration the needs of those
J g people. | understand the frustration of the member opposite,

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: It was your mate. It was your but we need to become more modern. We must move with the

?;glejjtbﬁzfr?srrfnd d a\r('gu Z?;?:é&béemgttg:'§¥'frﬁr;]%rta(leavgﬂﬁnes and, given the range of options that has been discussed
. : ’ . élver the years, | think that these changes to the sitting times
d|strac_ted. Ittakes alot to get me on my feet. I have to thml%lre a really small step forward. | know that we will need to

about it all day, you know. adapt our parliamentary and electorate work patterns, and that

?Eehggﬁugabhjle gﬁmq;ggulgg”ly ae?oﬂtitlél erplexed will take a little bit of effort and time, but none of the
o ) ! - getq perp problems that are being presented is insurmountable.

about the whole process. | have to study these documents'at This is a great opporiunity, and | really think that it is time

great length to work myself up to a position where 1 am goin hat we moved forward. In m inion. we have a lot mor
to say a few well chosen words in support of parliamentar at we moved forward. in my opinion, we have a lot more
o do on this issue, but | think that it is time we moved on and

ggm\(/)\/(‘:era(ljcg r? Q,:j ﬁ;ﬁ!?&{ﬁ{%‘ig&%ﬁ;ﬂg& eW vaevar?;\?ef?]' onsidered the needs of members. When you look around the
: ) chamber today, we are very different types of people from

rejected— . ; .
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: We remember when you were those of years ago. | support the motion. | think that it can
speaker only benefit this parliament.

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Look, if the honourable member . .
wants to go into that, | have some interesting documents, and Mr PISONI (Unley).- I move:
one day | might read about one or two members. If he wants That the debate be adjourned.
to go down that track, | am very happy to do it. If he wants  The house divided on the motion:

to carry on like that, | am quite happy to accommodate him. AYES (12)
The first thing |— Chapman, V. A. Evans, I. F.

An honourable member interjecting: Goldsworthy, M. R. Griffiths, S. P.

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: I will just hold back but, if there Gunn, G. M. Hamilton-Smith, M. L. J.
is any more of that, on Tuesday | will get the grievance Kerin, R. G. McFetridge, D.

debate and | will read some stuff out and embarrass a few of Pederick, A. S. Penfold, E. M.
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AYES (cont.) of some quite lengthy debate in the party room. Our country
Pisoni, D. G. (teller) Venning, I. H. members felt that that was a significant compromise and a
NOES (26) significant shift in the way in which the parliament operates.
Atkinson, M. J. Bedford, F. E. We all knew before we came into this place what we were
Bignell, L. W. K. Caica, P. getting into in the first instance, and it is a bit like the
Ciccarello, V. Conlon, P. F. (teller) superannuation contribution. There are those members—and
Foley, K. O. Fox, C. C. | believe that the Premier is one of them—who have criticised
Geraghty, R. K. Hanna, K. others who have made noises about changes to the superan-
Hill, J. D. Kenyon, T. R. nuation contribution for new members. | think that the very
Key, S. W. Koutsantonis, T. first contribution from the member for Newland was a push
Lomax-Smith, J. D. Maywald, K. A. to increase superannuation for new members. | say to
O’Brien, M. F. Piccolo, T. members who want change that they will get their way
Rankine, J. M. Rann, M. D. because the government has the numbers. We did offer a
Rau, J. R. Simmons, L. A. compromise position, and we were keen to compromise.
Stevens, L. Thompson, M. G. However, that is obviously not the case.
Weatherill, J. W. White, P. L. The government is railroading this through—Ilike it does
PAIR(S) much of the legislation in this house—and not allowing a full
Williams, M. R. McEwen, R. J. and thorough debate so that we can discuss committee
Pengilly, M. Breuer, L. R. meetings, the other workings of the parliament and working
Redmond, I. M. Portolesi, G. in conjunction with the Legislative Council. Unfortunately,
Majority of 14 for the noes. that is not to be the case.
Motion thus negatived. TheHon. PL. WHITE (Taylor): In offering a few
TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Transport): | words in this debate, | do declare an interest as probably the

only member of this house who will derive a direct financial
benefit from changed sitting times through a reduction in my
weekly babysitting fees. However, | take issue with the
Motion carried. argument offered by both members on the other side,
particularly the member for Stuart, that this move is aimed
Mr PISONI (Unley): | also expressed a dissenting view at disadvantaging the opposition. The member for Stuart even
on changing the sitting hours, because | was convinced by thgggested that it might be that we would like to go to bed
argument put forward in our party room by the countryearlier. The other argument was that we all knew when we
members. Having spent a good part of a day driving to Porgntered this place that these would be the sitting hours. Hence
Augusta and back for a meeting a few months ago, | realiseghe point, if we want diversity of members in this place—and
just how much our country members travel. | am sure thajye all say that we do—we must consider that the sitting hours
that is reflected in the— have been enormously unfamily friendly.
Mr Griffiths: It's 60 000 kilometres a year. They have been enormously unfamily friendly to anyone
Mr PISONI: The member for Goyder informs me that it with a young family or older dependents and particularly to
is 60 000 kilometres a year. We have a Magna which wagingle parents—and | speak as one of those. Yes, we all knew
purchased in 1998 which still has only 45 000 kilometres orwhat we were getting into when we entered this place, but the
the clock. I could not imagine, until | experienced it, the people of South Australia know how unfriendly a job as a
distances travelled by our country members. The argumemiarliamentarian would be for many of them, so they do not
put forward by those who moved for the changes to theut up their hand. How much better would our parliament be
standing orders and an 11 am. start on Tuesdays anisome of those people who do not consider this job environ-
Wednesdays was to make the parliament more familynent friendly enough for them put up their hand because we
friendly. It is unfortunate that those members do not underworked more like most businesses around the world and
stand that country members have families as well. Many ofation, that is, during standard business hours, rather than the
them, particularly members on the back bench, will not bextraordinarily silly hours that we have had over 150 years?
able to leave in the morning. They will need to leave the nightt is time to change.
before, which means one night fewer that they will spend at
home with their families. It will also make it more difficult Mr VENNING (Schubert): | have been here for some
for them to attend to their constituent duties. time and, while | welcome the debate and always keep an
| asked questions in the committee about what consideepen mind in relation to the sitting times of the house, |
ation was given for committee meetings and what discussioriselieve the government has got this wrong. As a country
were had with the Legislative Council. The response cam&ember, if | am in Adelaide, | may as well be here in the
back time and again that that is none of the concern of thparliament, because if we finish at 6 o’clock there is still no
House of Assembly standing orders committee. | am notamily life for me at night because my family is two hours
convinced that this has been thoroughly researched or thoughitvay—or my wife is—so | am quite happy to be here in the
through. We were not given enough time to consider this foevenings. But | believe there is room for compromise
the benefit of the parliament in the longer term. This is decause—
significant change. We felt that this change could be donein TheHon. P.F. Conlon: You're not a country member;
two stages, that we could look at starting perhaps an howou live an hour and a half away. People travel further than
earlier on a Tuesday—for example, at 1 o’clock—and therthat in metropolitan Sydney.
starting the Wednesday at 11 a.m. We were prepared to work Mr VENNING: 1t is too far to drive. | question the
with that situation. That compromise was reached as a resyfroposal to sit on Tuesday at 11 o’clock. | do not know how

move:
That the sitting of the house be extended beyond 6 p.m.



24 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Tuesday 24 April 2007

the government is going to get through its caucus meeting bsather than changing the sitting hours in 1887 to reflect this

11 o’clock. new reality, they remained unchanged to allow members with
TheHon. PF. Conlon: It's harder for us than for you, but business or professional interests to continue to do what they
we’ll manage. had always done: run their business affairs in the morning.

Mr VENNING: And likewise for us. | thought a Mr John Cummings, in speaking to a bill to introduce
commonsense approach would have been that we start apayment of parliamentarians in Victoria, said the following
o'clock on Tuesday. | think we could discuss and workin the Victorian Legislative Council on 21 December 1870:
through 11 o’clock on Wednesday even though we have How often it has been said by the most conservative members
committees in the morning. As a former member of thethat they cannot afford to give more than three days a week for the
Public Works Committee doing a lot of inspections, | do notbusiness of legislation or to meet at an earlier hour because they have

» : - jvelihoods to earn. If even a moderate sum were offered, members
know how members will conduct an inspection and be bac ould devote more of their attention to the legislative duties instead

here before 10.45. In fact, the committee will not be able (e} making it [as they now do] a mere pastime for the employment of
do that; it will do all this during non-sitting weeks, which their leisure hours.
makes it very difficult. _ Asrecently as 1930, the House of Commons examined the
| question why the parliament does not restructure itselfssues of sitting hours, but again the forces of conservatism
to sit through its mealtimes. We have never gone there. fjumphed when they claimed that morning sittings of the
could make a rule so that we do not have divisions duringyouse would dissuade professional men from embarking on
mealtimes. We could do committee work or committeeparliamentary careers.
reports during mealtimes. All these things could be discussed, | et us be perfectly clear about this. The sitting hours that
and | am sure there would be common support across thge currently labour under are designed for the world before
house. | oppose these hours, particularly starting at 11 o'clockgg7, before parliamentarians were paid, when the benches
and going home at 6, because | am here and | may as well b this chamber were occupied by the self-employed who
here at work. | oppose sitting after 10 o'clock, and | feel forattended to their business affairs in the morning and the
members here who have young families and the extra cosairs of state in the afternoon and evening. Our sitting hours
associated with that. . are now seriously at odds with the conventions and expecta-
I believe we could greatly streamline the processes hergons of the world around us. The 1999 South Australian Joint
Some things that happen here are such a waste of imgommittee on Women in Parliament reported that work
particularly during question time when the government aSkFatterns in this chamber would make it extremely difficult,
its own questions. We could Cut'q'uestion time down by hal f not impossib|e’ fora person who has day_to_day responsi_
an hour. As long as the opposition was guaranteed its 16jjity for running a family to combine this with the job of
questions, we could save 30 minutes there and then. We coulfting an elected member.
do a lot to save time. The length of speaking time in this  Oyr current sitting hours were considered to be the major
place should be restricted. Lead speakers should not go pasiistacle to increasing female representation in this parlia-
one hour. There is so much we can do, but to whack on agent. In a grievance | gave on the issue of sitting hours over
11 o'clock start is not practical, and | do not think any foyr years ago aftea 2 a.m. sitting, | observed that evening
member would say it is practical for Tuesday, anyway.  sittings were not only corrosive of family life for parliamenta-
We could come to a compromise, and | am sure thgjans and staff alike, but they also had a debilitating impact
opposition will talk to the government on this matter. | cannoton our health. They also produced poor legislative outcomes
see why one of those bargaining chips is not sitting througlpy bringing before us the most demanding stages of legisla-
mealtimes, particularly the evening meal, and, indeed, to Sfon when members are at their lowest physical ebb. | made
through lunch on Thursday. | cannot see any problem withihe following point at the time:
tha_t atall, p_artlcularly if dealing with committee _reports. _It This practice defies logic and diminishes the public standing of
mainly only involves those members of the committee puttinghis house and the parliament. Here is a body, a house of this
the report on the record. So, with those few remarks, | opposgarliament given the task by the people of this state to govern in its
the motion and | encourage the government, in the spirit opest interest, itself engaged in a practice of self-management that
compromise, to come back with a more workable solution¥Vould not be tolerated by the wider community.
particularly for the country members. We are the last parliament in Australia to adopt morning
sittings, to tie that one remaining loose end of the Chartist
Mr O’BRIEN (Napier): Itis wholly appropriate on the reforms. Again, like all the other reforms, we face the diehard
day that we celebrate 150 years of representative governmespposition of the conservatives. Their position is to meet us
that this house ties up one of the last loose ends associathdlfway, reform on Wednesdays but not on Tuesdays. Their
with the great democratic reforms that delivered somestensible objection to full reform is cost and convenience
semblance of democratic government to South Australia imather than naked and intractable conservatism. They know
1857. As members may be aware, in 1838, some 19 yeatiat they have lost the argument on the grounds of principle
before self-government in South Australia, the Londonand are vainly fighting a rearguard action against change that
Working Men’s Association, the so-called Chartists, drew ughas been in the wind since 1887.
a six-point chart of demands for democratic reform. One As a member of the Standing Orders Committee and a
significant item from the charter of 1838, and the loose endhief proponent of the proposed changes to sitting hours, |
we will hopefully tie up today, relates to the payment ofhave asked the Acting Clerk of the house to look at the
parliamentarians. This particular reform was achieved ifinancial impact of these changes. The opposition members
South Australia relatively early, in 1887, but only after threeof the committee believe that full reform, that is, morning
years of wrangling with the conservative forces in thestarts on Tuesday and Wednesday, will necessitate country
Legislative Council. members staying in Adelaide on Monday nights. As a result,
Payment of parliamentarians had a clear objective ofhe opposition claimed in the report that this would lift the
opening up this institution to wage and salary earners. Butost of operating the parliament. The costing supplied by the
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Acting Clerk—and these are freely available to all mem-member of parliament. Itis only fair to give people a right of
bers—in fact showed the reverse: a significant reduction ineply. There is some debate about how exactly that mecha-
operating cost as a result of earlier sittings. According taism should be put in place. | favour the Speaker making a
figures supplied by the Acting Clerk, overtime paid over thedecision exclusively about whether or not to allow someone
past two financial years to parliamentary staff serving thigight of reply, after all, we have to allow for the fact that there
chamber averaged out at around $53 000 a year. In additionpuld be vexatious claims in relation to this.

meal allowances pald to staff and taxi allowances for However, the government has opted forasystem Whereby
members and staff averaged out at $16 000 per year. So, @fe Standing Orders Committee will decide whether or nota
average, late night sittings over the past two years have cogerson should have that right of reply that they claim. | am
the taxpayers of South Australia $69 000 a year, and this dogfpt objecting to that detail. Under the circumstances, itis an
not include overtime for drivers. . overall improvement. In relation to the hours of sitting, | note
In contrast, if every country member were to claim anthat we are being so radical as to have the house meet on
additional night's accommodation on every sitting week, thisTuesdays and Wednesdays at 11 a.m. instead of 2 p.m. It is
would only amount to an increased cost of $32 538, and thafhout as radical as this government is going to get, | feel, in
is the new allowance. It may well be that a large number ofny area of reform.
country members are already staying overnight in Adelaide— \y take reform where we can getit, and | will certainly
and | was una_lble_z 10 ascertain that due to pr|V|Ir_ege—so thige supportive of that change. In fact, it is something that |
cost may be slgnlflcantly Ie_ss than the $32 000 figure. Onthg,ve peen advocating for years. | turned my mind to the way
figures supplied by the Acting Clerk, the savings to taxpayerge 4o husiness when | sat on a select committee looking at
could be as high as $36 500 a year if the house abides by thg, gtanding orders of parliament in 2001. That was a very
spirit of the proposed earlier sitting hours. The Acting Clerk; teresting committee. Former Premier Rob Kerin, the current
has indicated that it may be necessary to employ an addlyon inister for Water Security, Karlene Maywald and | and a
attendant to help set up the chamber in the shorter availab uple of others were on that committee, and we really
time each morning of sitting days. Even if this were to 0ccury gt carefully about how we could improve the business
and | have doubts that this will be the case, it will still it 1a house in almost every facet of our business. When it
produce a positive revenue return for the taxpayers of Soutll, e to hours, it was one of the most difficult nuts to crack,

Australia. o , because almost every member has a different point of view
As for the issue of reduced time in electorate offices forabout the optimum hours for business.

country members, | have a certain amount of sympathy for | was then very firmly an advocate for hours of business
their situation. | grew up in Whyalla. | worked for Elders. | y y

have relatives who are known to at least three or fOu;hat correlate to the usual hours of business out there in

members of the opposition who farm in the Mid-North andggzgtf ﬁ?;irgrmssi(?%dettmztrﬁﬁé);g] den\:vgrgdlillgg Qfaigtslﬂo?ﬁ‘rs
Kangaroo Island. | am quite sympathetic to their concerns, Y.

But in relation to the operation of their electoral offices, | do hen the other things that we have to do outside of the sittings

not really believe this is an insurmountable issue. My belie fthe house, such as committee work and party meetings (for

is if cabinet and ministers are prepared to make not incons hose who have parties to worry about), could be done in the

quential adjustments to allow this reform, then it is not tooe;eg'ggé:S;gltm?tﬁtet;zg: tgﬁga;ee'r;tgle?lé Itovaou;;?ﬁ;[]ue?:{yif
much to ask country members to also adjust their WOI’IP p

practices. As | said from the outset, the proposed changes f(?c%r:&tei%twsr;ggl& a]:/tieervvlacc))veér\?é’r btl#el :r?g\rl]v fahn?fa%st
sitting hours contained in the report tie up one of the lasp y jorty : ’ 9

loose ends from the Chartist agenda of 1838. The chang oposed by the government, whereby the house will meet at

give practical effect to the reform of 1887, which introduced1_ ©" Tuesday and Wednesday, will necessitate some
payment for parliamentarians in South Australia. The'€arrangement of current practices, whether it is committees
proposed changes to sitting hours also go far beyond ey party mget!ngs. . ) )
aspirations of the Chartists in recognising the equally valid The point is that we will be seen as having something
aspirations of the suffragettes. The recommendations areM3ore like normal working hours, and it means that, in many
clear and unequivocal response to the major recommendatiGRSes, we will be leaving this place in time either to go home
of the report of the 1999 South Australian Joint CommittedOr dinner or to go to evening community functions. And that
on Women in Parliament. is not a bad thing. If | were to be cynical about it, | would

In conclusion, on the day on which we celebrate theé"50Suggest that one of the motivations behind the change is that
anniversary of responsible government in South Australia, {nere is actually less legislation coming from this government
urge the house to support the two very practical measuré§an from previous parliaments, therefore we do not need to

contained within the report, namely earlier sitting times ancb!t in the evenings as much. It makes more sense to get home
the right of reply. at dinner time by adding a few hours to the morning sittings

of parliament. It is a better way to do business. | must say

Mr HANNA (Mitchell): | rise to speak in support of the that, even when | came into the parliament in 1997, 'it was
changes proposed to sessional orders. These changes wfigsonably common to sit between 10 p.m. and midnight, at
change the way we do business in the House of Assembly fé¢ast on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Those days are already
the coming session of parliament. There are four differentong gone.
aspects to it, but the main two areas of reform are, first, in This is almost formalising something that we are doing
relation to the hours that we sit and, second, in relation to already. The sad thing about it is that the reform is so modest.
right of reply for aggrieved citizens who have been named it would invite all members to look again to the recommenda-
parliament adversely. Dealing with the second point first, kions of the select committee that looked at standing orders
approve of citizens being granted a conditional right of replyand the privileges of the parliament, which reported in 2001.
in the House of Assembly if they are named in here by alhere is a lot more that we could do in terms of what we call
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things, the times we do them and some innovations to allowve in the country would call a delivery van or a delivery
more flexible debate. truck, not huge B-doubles and triples that frequent the streets
in what | consider to be the real world. Once the implications

Mr KENYON (Newland): Some months ago, during the were pointed out, the clause fortunately disappeared to be
course of a debate, the member for Stuart was threatening ¢@en no more.
keep us here till all hours, and | rather unwisely interjected, It is to Labor’s advantage to limit scrutiny on its proposals
saying that | had a wife and children to get home to. Theso that, hopefully, it can push through decisions that may be
member for Stuart, being smarter and quicker than | am, saidisadvantageous to the state and to its people but invaluable
‘Some of us have seen our children grow up while we haveo the unions, particularly, of which they are all members
been in here.’ The reason | am supporting this motion is thafoften of more than one) but of which | understand about only
| do not want to be in that position. | do not want my children 15 per cent of the general population belong. This is a reason
to grow up while I am in here, so this change to sitting hourgor these changes—a reason that Labor hopes people will not
has my support. realise before it is too late and we, as opposition members,

probably will not be able to stop.

MrsPENFOLD (Flinders): The proposal to alter sittings = Even a compromise to start at 1 p.m., which would not
times has supposedly been put forward as an indication ¢fave been perfect but which would have helped country
parliament being more family friendly, with earlier starts members, was totally ignored by this arrogant power-hungry
ostensibly to enable the day’s sittings to finish earlier. Theyarty. It makes the Legislative Council of even greater
question is: more family friendly for whom? Certainly not importance in ensuring that those who oppose Labor can be
country members. It would take us away from our familiesheard. Shortening the breaks for mealtimes may at first sound
and electorates for longer periods. That, however, has n@éasonable. However, these breaks are opportunities for
been taken into account, because the issue of family friendlyountry members to meet with businesses, constituents and
is a smoke screen. The reduction in night sittings will justother people on matters relevant to their electorates or to
enable metropolitan members, who comprise the majority chttend briefings—time they may otherwise have to spend
members in the state Labor coalition government, to attengway from their families and electorates on non-sitting days.
more functions and to hold more meetings in the evening.  Again, the changes impact negatively on members

They already see their families most evenings andepresenting country electorates whose constituents are
mornings of sitting days. It is no coincidence that Labor isalready disadvantaged in the political process because of the
pushing this change in the lead-up to the federal election latefistances they must travel and the diversity of issues their
this year. On the other hand, Liberal members—the majoritynembers must cover. | give the example from my own
of whom represent country electorates and who, in moséxperience. Recently, | flew to Adelaide on a Tuesday
cases, must stay overnight on sitting days—will be kept awagvening so that | could fly to the Beverley uranium mine to
from their electorates, functions and meetings and theiview the in situ leaching and environment and infrastructure
families, giving the lie to the purported notion that the changéssues that will have to be considered when mining begins in
is for family reasons. The proposed change will have a greahe Gawler Craton mineralisation that covers Eyre Peninsula.
negative effect on country members of parliament and thethen attended the Pay Dirt Uranium Conference on Thurs-
way in which those members can service their often largeday and Friday, leaving the conference early to catch a plane
diverse electorates and also spend time with their familiesto Port Lincoln. My husband met me at the airport and took

In my case, the changes will mean coming by plane tane straight up to Streaky Bay where | attended an evening
Adelaide on Monday afternoons, resulting in a cost tomeeting of local people to listen to their concerns and speak
taxpayers for an extra night's overnight accommodation—onebout the Eyre Peninsula’s water issues. After staying
fewer night and morning spent with family members and onevernight in Streaky Bay on Friday, we drove on to Ceduna
fewer opportunity to get to constituent meetings in thethe next day and were picked up by a local constituent. We
electorate. It effectively cuts the time the member spends ithen travelled to the Scotdesco Aboriginal community located
the electorate working on electorate and constituent issues gite other side of Penong to discuss their water and numerous
that they can be brought to the attention of the appropriatether issues.
authorities and the government. But Labor is not particularly Returning to Ceduna late on Saturday, we stayed over-
concerned with those who live in rural and regional Southmight in Ceduna where | met with my personal assistant (who
Australia and the remote areas of our state as long as théiyes in Ceduna) to discuss the many more issues that are
keep working hard, paying their fees, charges, taxes angeing faced by the people of the district. | returned home
exporting the goods that provide much of the wealth of theSunday afternoon—a drive of over four hours—to do the
state and do not make too much noise. washing, check the emails and collect the mail and the local

The changes also limit the time for committees, wherepapers to read in the evening.
members of parliament get briefings and information on bills  Monday in my Port Lincoln office was taken up with
which are coming before them and on which they will havewriting an email to Scotdesco to confirm the visit and the
to vote. These bills are often conceived by city people whaindertakings made and to supply some of the information
may not even be aware of the different effects and difficultiesequested; getting out a press release on the uranium con-
they might cause in regional areas. One of the funniederence; doing some media; and preparing documentation for
examples that | remember was the occasion when | clarifiethe next three days in parliament. By 7 a.m. on Tuesday
the meaning of the word ‘truck’ where it appeared in a draftmorning, | had packed and left for the airport for an 8 a.m.
bill, which stated that trucks could not stand in streets anylight while taking a call requesting an ABC interview, which
longer than 10 minutes. At the time it was harvest and prepared on the plane and which was held in the car in front
hundreds of trucks of all shapes and sizes were lined up iaf Parliament House. | then attended a party meeting and,
towns across the state. It transpired that these were not at &kfore parliament started for the day, | worked on one of my
what the drafter meant to attack. He or she had in mind whagpeeches for the week.
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For some reason, after 1 000 kilometres of driving (whichdressing for consumption by a public that Labor holds in
| shared with my long-suffering husband), numerousincreasing contempt.
meetings covering dozens of issues and three aeroplane It is sobering to realise that this is the way that a Labor
flights, I was just a little tired on Tuesday and felt somewhagovernment would operate were its desire to abolish the
irritated by the Attorney-General’s ignorant sarcasm aboutegislative Council ever to come to pass. By putting a few
the reading of my speech. | assure him and others that it wasn-Labor people on committees but keeping Labor represen-
a much better 20-minute supply speech than | would haveation to a majority, the government would be able to ignore
been able to give otherwise. In the last two weeks alone, &ny and all opposition to whatever proposals or actions it
have travelled around 3 000 kilometres by road to visit andvanted to take.
talk with constituents about power, water, roads and other This proposal is yet another step in destroying the
issues affecting country people, arriving home late ordemocracy in which we now live, and shows considerable
Saturday. | understand that the member for Stuart traveldisrespect for country people. That is a concern which is not
about 100 000 kilometres per year. just mine alone but one which was expressed recently by a

When preparing this speech, | worked into the night toZimbabwean immigrant friend, who commented on their
ensure that it was as good and as factual as | could make doncern about this government’s disrespect, particularly for
as | believe that it is my duty to my constituents to do sothe judiciary, and likening it to what has happened in
While the Attorney travels around his tiny electorate on hiszimbabwe.
bicycle to discuss issues with his constituents, every week my
speeches are accessed by hundreds of people through myTheHon. I.F. EVANS (Davenport): | share the senti-
website. In the short month of February this year, | had anents generally expressed on this side that this move will be
record number of over 29 950 hits on the website; in Marchanti-regional representation and will be favourable to city
it was over 30 000. | have averaged over 25 000 hits evergnembers, which, in the current parliament, will certainly
month for some years, so some people must think that | haviavour the government. | just want to make some observa-
something worthwhile to say—presumably, many of thentions, because | do not think that the proposal the government
live in the 55 000 square kilometres of my electorate. Nds putting to us is the only way in which the parliament can
single radio, television or newspaper covers this region sdye made family friendly. In fact, we do not have to change the
unlike the Attorney-General and other members opposite,fiours or the procedures for the parliament to be family
cannot go on talkback and be heard as easily as they can friendly.

In his supply speech (which waffled and had a serious lack | entered the parliament at the age of 34. | had four
of substance, concentrating as it did on deriding the Liberathildren under the age of eight. | was lucky in that my wife
Party and country people), the member for Torrens suggesteshd | made a decision that she would not engage in paid
that my replacement will be ‘someone over 60, a farmer, anémployment so that | could undertake this employment. |
someone who has no leadership aspirations at all.’ | suggestcept the fact that some people do not have that luxury, but
that Labor is trying to ensure that this is the case by makingn my case we did. | entered this place knowing the hours of
parliament so inhospitable that many young, well-educatedork. | make the following points to the parliament. First, we
and ambitious young people would not consider standinggre talking about 40 days a year, because the parliament only
particularly anyone with a young family. | would not have sits about 60 days a year, a third of which are Thursdays, and
done so had both my children not been at university irthe parliament never sits late on Thursdays. The tradition has
Adelaide and if my husband and I had not been successful ipeen to allow the country members to go home, especially
business. Indeed, it was because of our success that | hatf®se who need to catch flights. I mention, in particular, the
been able to afford to pay two additional staff to assist memember for Flinders and the member Stuart as examples, and
and my husband can take time off to help to drive thousandkere would have been others in the past. So, we are talking
of kilometres every year. | also use my travel allowances t@bout 40 days out of 365 that the parliament may sit past
fly staff over to help me during sitting weeks. | have to keepb p.m.
work flowing through my offices in Port Lincoln and Ceduna,  This may come as a surprise to the member for Napier
so | find it almost impossible to catch up when | fly home. (who seems to be the self-appointed expert in this matter) but,

| have said enough on that issue, but | ask that the Labadn fact, the opposition does not control how late the parlia-
government reconsider its decision and leave the sitting time®ent sits: the government controls it. The minister in control
as they are, because they are about as fair as they can beofdhe house can adjourn the parliament whenever they want
all members of parliament, particularly those who cannot geto do so, simply by moving the motion. The opposition
to their home at night, sleep in their own bed and de-stressannot control that. It is rare for the opposition to have the
with their own family for days on end. Labor’s contempt for numbers to defeat an adjournment motion. So, if members of
rural and regional South Australia, along with all the peoplehe government want to go home early, they can go home
who live in the isolated areas of our state, is highlighted byearly any day they wish. The government does not have to
the report and its recommendations. change the hours that we commence to achieve that outcome.

One vote, one value is not a reality for us, and the currenit may have escaped the government’s notice that it has 28
proposals would make it even worse. This is not democracgnembers to our 15, and it can send home a number of
for country people. The government is using its position tanembers every night, for those who have—
ride roughshod over those whom it considers opponents and Mrs Geraghty: Don't tell them that.
those who live outside the city limits. Itis giving preference  TheHon. |.F. EVANS: My father was the longest serving
to select groups and handicapping others by using it&/hip in the commonwealth, member for Torrens, and |
authority to manipulate parliament. The government, whictunderstand the whip’s position. The whip can allocate it out
comprises mainly city-based members, is attempting tany time they want to do so. So, if there are members with
change procedures for its own party and political benefit. Thepecial family needs, they can be sent home at any time by
holding of the select committee was no more than windowthe whip. We all know that, if there is an iliness, or something
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like that, pairs are always granted. The government is imajor role in the decision. Does anyone really believe that,
control of its own members, if it wishes to send them homeif you knock off here at 6 o’clock, you are going to go home;
Let us make that clear. or are you going to go to the Neighbourhood Watch meeting,
The government proposes starting at 11 a.m. on Tuesdaybe Chamber of Commerce meeting, or the Rotary dinner?
That means that it is far harder for a Liberal opposition toYou are going to go to another event. If you are telling your
have joint party room meetings. When in government (angbartners that by knocking off at 7 o’clock you will be home
I have explained all this to the member for Torrens and théor dinner, then | would be surprised. | think that you will be
member for Napier) it is different, because cabinet ministersut working, because there is always a federal election, a state
brief members all the time on issues. But when in opposielection, a preselection, or a branch meeting. | found when
tion— I had four kids under eight entering this place, once it got past
An honourable member interjecting: 8 o’clock at night, there was no point knocking off. You may
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Well, that is how we operated in as well sit to 2 in the morning and get rid of the business
government. | am not sure how you operate in governmenbecause then it is done: it is out of the way and you have
TheHon. PF. Conlon: No, they were always on the more time on the spare day.
phone to the media, or to the opposition, mate. They weren’t We have members such as the member for Hammond with

briefing you. young children. His family time is actually in the morning.
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Thatis all right. In opposition— They are preschoolers. He wants to spend time with them in
The Hon. P.F. Conlon interjecting: the morning. There are different family requirements.
The SPEAKER: Order! Dragging it forward is not the cure all that the government

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: —we receive notice of legisla- makes it out to be. The other issue for the opposition and |
tion, generally, within seven days. The minister introduceshink that the media will find this—and | say to the media that
it today, and in a clear seven days we can be expected tdhink that it is being conned on this issue—
debate it. With the number of country members, that makes Mr O’Brien: They find it an absurdity as well, lain.
it difficult for us. They will either have to come induringthe = The SPEAKER: Order!
week that we are not sitting (which is an extra cost that the TheHon. |.F. EVANS: That is all right, member for
member for Napier would not have costed in) or we do it afNapier. | make this point to you. | suspect that, if the
a lengthy meeting Tuesday mornings. By changing the stagovernment finds itself under pressure on an issue in a
time from 2 o’clock and bringing it back to 11 o’clock makes committee, the witnesses will be called (if at all) at 8 o’clock
it far more difficult for our side of politics and opposition to at night when there are no TV cameras, because currently—
have an effective joint party room meeting. The most likely TheHon. PF. Conlon: TV cameras don’t go out at night.
outcome will be a joint party room meeting on the Monday. TheHon. |.F. EVANS: No, less likely. The minister

The member for Napier says, ‘Don’t worry, it's going to laughs, but we all know that, for instance, Channel 10 on the
cost $30 000 and it is a saving of $60 000.’ | have not seemeekend has a national service and South Australian stories
the savings, even though in my former role we had a numbeguite often do not get a run on the national service. What | am
of discussions with the government about this. | have nevesaying to you is that you are less likely to get TVs to attend
seen a prediction of savings, but | say to the house thatdt 8 or 9 o’clock at night than you are at 10 or 11 o’clock in
doubt whether those savings take into account that theshe morning. So, | think there are issues there. Are we going
changes do not affect the upper house. We can go home tatget a guarantee that all the public servants are going to be
6 p.m., but the dining room will still be open because theavailable as witnesses after hours? Are we going to get a
upper house will be sitting. The library will still be open guarantee that briefings to our joint party room are going to
because the upper house will still be sitting. The savings wilbe available, because our party room will now have briefings
not be generated and we are not doing it for savings, anywalater at night? So, there will be no family friendlies for this
This place is not a business: this place is a legislator. Thiside of politics—we will have to do it later at night.
place is not a business: it is like no other place. TheHon. P.F. Conlon: You poor thing!

People say that young family people—mainly womenis TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | just make the point, minister.
the argument—uwill not come into this place. Really? Havel am allowed to make the point. The reality is that on this side
a look at the percentage of women representation in thisf politics, in opposition, these changes do actually cause us
place, compare it to other places that already have thes®me operational difficulties. | am lucky, | am only half an
family friendly hours and tell me the difference. There are ehour away, but for our country representatives this will
large number of women representatives here already. In facdctually cause them some difficulty. We did offer some
your government boasts about the large number. Well, if theompromises on this. | did offer to sit through the evening
sitting hours are so bad, how come all these large number ofieals, even though that creates problems for us because quite
women representatives are here? Itis not that unattractiveoften we have party room meetings and briefings during the
tell you what is unattractive to future representatives—theneal break. It is quite often the only opportunity we can get
abusive nature of this place. The abusive nature of this pladebby groups in to talk to the whole joint party room. We did
is a bigger turn off than the sitting hours. Sitting hours to meoffer up the evening meal, offered to sit through the evening
are not a factor. It is 40 days of the year. Some people do noheal breaks, just to try and speed up the legislative process,
like late night work or shiftwork. That is why they do not if that is what the government wanted to do. We did particu-
become doctors, nurses, firemen or enter other occupatiotely want Tuesday mornings left alone and preferably
that work all night, yet there are plenty of females and youngVednesday mornings because of our joint party room
males with young families who take up those roles. meeting and the use of those mornings for committees.

They are not as well paid as this role and they do not have The government talks about being family friendly. It was
the benefits or rewards necessarily of this role. | do not accepis government, of course, that introduced a four-day sitting
the argument that the hours are a huge turn off. | think theyveek for a whole four years, which | think was the worst
are a factor in the decision, but | do not believe they are &amily experience, having four days in a row in this place, let
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alone three. | note the government has now changed thday’s work. So, the way to get home earlier is to start earlier.
back. The member for Mitchell talked about having commit-No-one in the community thinks a starting time of 11 o’clock
tee meetings in the evening at 7.30 and 8 o’clock, whicton Tuesday is unreasonable.
would mean that members of committees would not be going Let me say this about country members and the diatribe
home early. He also mentioned that the family friendly hoursve got from the member for Flinders. The truth is that at least
were already happening, and the member for Napier interjecthe member for Stuart recognises the good you do as well as
ed, ‘Hear, hear!'. the bad. According to the member for Flinders, this is all an
The point | make is my original point: you do not have to evil plot. | have heard a lot from her. When my first daughter
change the starting times to make this place more familyvas 3% weeks old, there were major bushfires in the Eyre
friendly, if that is what you call it, because the governmentPeninsula. | did not go there for three days a week: | went and
has the numbers on any day to sit us down, shut us up and gtayed there for, | think, about three weeks, the first few
home. All it has to do is move an adjournment motion atweeks of my daughter’s life. | do not complain; that was my
6 o'clock, 7 o’clock, or whatever time it wants. It can move duty. But since that time a number of people on the Eyre
a motion that we sit through the tea break any night it wantsPeninsula have expressed to this government their gratitude
It does not need to affect the starting times, which willfor the job we have done. The only one who has never spoken
actually make it extraordinarily difficult on this side of the a word of appreciation is the member for Flinders who seems
house. As the member for Flinders alluded to in her contributo hate the fact that we do things for people.
tion, | suspect it is the starting time and the effect on this side | reject utterly that this government does not care for the
of the house that is actually the ulterior motive, and thecommunity. It is the first government to take community
family friendly excuse is wrapped around it. cabinet out there. | have driven to Ceduna, Streaky Bay,
Coober Pedy and Mount Gambier. | have been everywhere
TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Transport): inthis great state of ours and the truth is that it is not us who
Ulterior motives—I mean, it is just sad. | hope every Southdo not appreciate the country and the people in the country:
Australian reads this debate. In 1857 country members weigjs those people so entrenched in conservatism who have no
able to sit in this parliament commencing at 2 p.m.—in 1857jdea that perhaps women would like to be parents and
Mrs Penfold interjecting: members of parliament, and that that does bring to the
TheHon. PF. CONLON: | will come to the member for parliament an insight, an appreciation and compassion that
Flinders in a moment with her 29 000 hits. In 1857 the mode&yve would not otherwise have.
of transportation involved a chaff feeding animal dragginga | hope every South Australian reads this debate. It is the
cart. In 1857 they were able to get here at 2 p.m. on @nost disgraceful conservatism. Itis the most patent disregard
Tuesday with a horse and cart. The member for Mawsofor those who want to have families. Can | say that, in the
would have taken four hours getting here in 1857 from hisnodern world, fathers like to play a role in the family as well.
electorate. The truth is, 150 years later, with automobilest may have been that in days gone past the conservatives
planes, trains, and with fast communication, they cannot gefked to send their wives off to confinement and then leave
here three hours earlier, despite the fact that in Queenslafglem with the children while the husbands went off to work,

(a bigger state) they can get there at 10 a.m. Apparently, fut the world does not work like that. That was 1857 and this
you start at 10 a.m. it will mean all your doctors will kill js 2007.

people. That was the logic of the member for Stuart. | hope Motion carried.
every South Australian reads this debate and reads the
entrenched conservatism of this lot. In 1857 they started at STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE
2 p.m.—150 years later they cannot find three hours. You can
argue all you like, but the truth is they cannot find three TheHon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Transport): |
hours. They cannot get here by 11 o’clock on Tuesday, anchove:
they talk about their hardship. I think a lot of South  ThatMrs Geraghty, the Hon. G.M. Gunn and Messrs O'Brien and
Australians reading the debate will think perhaps they had Risoni be appointed to act with the Speaker on the committee.
little more hardship than that—and I notice they all scurry out  otion carried.
of the chamber.

An honourable member interjecting: PUBLISHING COMMITTEE

The Hon. P.F. CONLON: That’s right: going home to
their families. | will just say this: once they have vented their The Hon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Transport): |
spleen, they are going home to their families—they are goingnove:
to take the opportunity. The member for Schubert says he is That a publishing Committee be appointed consisting of Ms
a country member. | have been there—he is about an hour @iccarello, Messrs Koutsantonis, Pederick and Pengilly, and Ms
a half away. Thompson.

Mr Venning: From Gepps Cross. Motion carried.

TheHon. P.F. CONLON: From Gepps Cross, oh! In
Canberra they can start at 12.30 on Monday. Canberra iSSELECT COMMITTEE ON BALANCING WORK
considerably further away, but what they have discovered AND LIFE RESPONSIBILITIES
there is the great silver bird, the aeroplane. In Queensland
they start at 9.30 on a Tuesday. In the Northern Territory they Mr O’BRIEN (Napier): On behalf of the member for
start at 10, and that is a fair-sized place. The truth is that theldartley, | move:
know that this is a sensible thing to do. The contribution of  That the committee have power to continue its sittings during the
the member for Davenport was that we should all knock offoresent session and that the time for bringing up the committee’s
early anyway. The truth is that we cannot do that becaus&Port be extended until Wednesday 25 July.
South Australians actually want us to come here and do a Motion carried.
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PUBLIC WORKSCOMMITTEE

The SPEAKER: | advise that | have received the
resignation of the member for Waite from the Public Works
Committee.

TheHon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Transport): |
move:

That Mr Pisoni be appointed to the Public Works Committee in
the place of Mr Hamilton-Smith.

Motion carried.
ADDRESSIN REPLY

TheHon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Transport): |
nominate the member for Light to move an Address in Reply
to His Excellency the Governor’s Deputy’s opening speech,
and move:

That consideration of the Address in Reply be made an order of
the day for the next day of sitting.

Motion carried.

ADJOURNMENT

At 6.40 p.m. the house adjourned until Tuesday 1 May at
11a.m.



