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awash with money (nearly $3 billion of extra revenue per
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY year), with taxes up by well over 40 per cent, awash with cash

and in a position to deliver a real infrastructure vision—and
Thursday 8 March 2007 they have delivered nothing but drivel. Just imagine if this
. . government had tightened its belt and contained the cost and
The SPEAKER (Hon. J.J. Snelling) took the chair at size of government as best it could to inflation, and used the
10.30 a.m. and read prayers. windfall cash delivered by rectifying the State Bank mess on
infrastructure and building a future for the state. There would
be—

The SPEAKER: | advise the house of the presence inthe ~ 1he Hon. RG. Kerin interjecting:
chamber today of a Chinese delegation from Anyang City of Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: Exactly. There would be
nursing training exchanges and who are guests of the memb@@en spent. We had the Minister for Infrastructure out there

VISITORSTO PARLIAMENT

for Light. with the Premier claiming that the government is delivering
the boldest infrastructure vision we have seen in decades,
INEFRASTRUCTURE PLANS ever since the state was established; that this Labor govern-
ment is out there delivering a most extraordinary infrastruc-
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): | move: ture vision. Well what a load of waffle, of misguided
That this house— nonsense.

(a) notes that the government's two existing infrastructure | commend to you a work by Engineers Australia, who
plans promulgated in April and May 2005 are little more exposed the infrastructure weaknesses in the state, and | also
th-?]'&g'sg?iﬂf’r}-pgﬁfrfowg'gh S;rf dav\rl‘ﬁgﬁ‘?;'””tfgass”eucﬁwr%oint out work done by the Parliamentary Library in late 2005
mlndin\g or ati}r/mg{[able of):jeli:?ery for public workg; ang that showed that, re!ative to its pqpulation, S_outh Australia

(b) calls on the government to note and adopt the Liberalshas the lowest public sector capital expenditure budget in
proposal for a 20-year infrastructure plan and program Australia—$482 per capita. In Queensland, for example, the
comprised of five stages to align with the election cyclefigure is $1 540 per capita. Look at the facts. You do not need
ggﬁ g’vmﬁgtsggggfnsc‘gﬂa}ts'tsotg ebg c?r?gg'n\c,ivr\]/\?hnalttfli?\;%ggﬁhe Minister for Infrastructure out there trying to tell the
investment will be made to achieve it. media that the government is about to spend hundreds of

millions of dollars on new tenders.

In moving this motion, | highlight to the house the abject lack Mr Koutsantonis. Your first eight years were spent

of vision, leadership and strategic guidance from this i dv for the big infrastruct | d—
government on infrastructure. | point out to the house that wg®tling ready for .e 'g Infrastructure pian an
Liberals do have an alternative plan. In this motion, I call on The SPEAKER: Order! o )
the government—in the absence of a vision and a meaningful M HAMILTON-SMITH: This is the routine work of
state infrastructure plan of its own—to deliver what we will 9overnment; building schools and prisons is just the routine
deliver, to adopt our policy and to provide South Australianglealings of government.
with a meaningful 20-year infrastructure vision, program and Mr Koutsantonisinterjecting:
plan to move beyond the discussion paper and glossy The SPEAKER: Order!
brochures they have produced to something that actually Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: These are simply packaged
delivers a meaningful result. up by the government to look as if it is being bold and
Why is it so? It is appropriate for the house to reflect onvisionary when, in fact, it is delivering nothing.
where we have come from—through the 1950s and 1960s; to The financial press reported recently that over a 12-month
the visions of the 1970s, which were very inward looking;period this state Labor government planned to spend just over
and to the 1980s when, frankly, little meaningful was done1 billion on infrastructure while other state governments
in the way of infrastructure in the Bannon years until, ofspent a total of $26 billion—South Australia’s share a mere
course, the State Bank collapse, the $11 billion of debt, and per cent. Parliament has recently heard about cost blow-outs
the fiasco of the Remm Centre. The sorts of infrastructuralong the South Road underpasses and | will not repeat all the
investments the Bannon government delivered were simplfigures. There is the underpass under Anzac Highway, the
despicable—and that would be the only description you couldinderpass under Port Road, the Northern Expressway, the
use for them. Bakewell Bridge—I will not go over the hundreds of millions
Of course, the nineties saw the state so bankrupted araf bungled projects that this government and this minister
ruined by Labor that there was little money to spendhave delivered. The record speaks for itself. It is a govern-
However, we still managed to find money to build south-ment that is incompetent when it comes to planning major
eastern freeways and to build southern expressways. Suigfrastructure investments, and | think the evidence of that is
$170 million. There was not a lot of money around tostrikingly clear.
complete it two ways; the whole idea was that when the | move on to the Rann government’s two infrastructure
money was available the thing was to be completed. Well, thplans: a State Infrastructure Plan produced on 6 April 2005
money is available but is it being completed? It is not. Weand the Strategic Infrastructure Plan for South Australia:
could have done what Bannon did and left the people of th®egional Overview produced on 4 May 2005. Both plans set
south with nothing but South Road, but we did not. a narrow infrastructure window of only five to 10 years and
We extended the airport runway, we started work on theeither specify funding for a timetable of delivery. Both the
Darwin to Alice Springs railway, there were upgrades toso-called plans provide a general chit chat about how nice it
Adelaide airport and a range of major infrastructure prodis to have infrastructure and provide a wish list of future
jects—in an environment where there was no money. Alongrojects—all of which are deemed priority 1, 2 or 3. Mem-
comes a Labor government, with the debt problem solved arlgers should have a read of it if they want a good laugh.
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Unfortunately, neither of these so-called plans attempt t@elair line, one in five trains running six minutes or more late
prioritise or sequence these projects in any meaningful wagind causing passengers to miss their bus connection and one
over the medium to long term. There is no mention of howin three trains running late. They might like to see more Go
or when the projects will be commissioned or achieved, andones.

no mention Of fundlng SO, bOth the goVernment’S SO'Ca"ed They m|ght ||ke to see any one Of a range of deve'opments
infrastructure plans, while telling us what could be done, failnyolving water infrastructure. They might like to see
to tell us what the government believes should be done, hogesalination plants, new energy and stormwater infrastruc-
it will be done, when it will be done, and in what sequenceyre and new water-saving infrastructure, as | have men-
it will be done. These so-called plans do not even indicatgoned, and more infrastructure related to building industry
what money will be required or provided to do it. As I have ang growth. They might consider any one of those things to
said, | was an officer in the Army for 24 years, and if | had he more important than trams down King William Street. But
delivered a plan like that to my soldiers they would havethey have not been given the opportunity, have they? That is
either shot me on the spot or run for their lives. That is not ecause the government has no plan; its vision extends about
plan: that is nothing but drivel. - one week or perhaps one year or to the next election but,
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: Itis a testament to the lack peyond that, there is nothing but darkness, and that is why it
of achievement of this government. You have enjoyed fivéyas failed. We are saying—and we have announced this—that

years of easy, lazy government— we will fix the mess that this government has delivered to
Mr Koutsantonis: If only you had four more years, you south Australia. We will, as a first step, change the course
would have done it all. this government has set or, rather, the lack of course it has
_Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: —when you have been awash set. We will ensure that South Australia gets an industry-led

with cash, and what have you done? 20-year infrastructure plan. The plan will be developed with

The SPEAKER: Order! stakeholders and the community and it will comprise five

- Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: Absolutely nothing. In my  four-year stages to align with the election cycle. The plan will
view—and it is a view shared by many—South Australiansyytiine what has to be done, when it will be done, in what
are being left behind. On 28 April 2005, the Queenslandequence, and it will indicate what funding from federal, state
Labor government—yes, a Labor government—announcegh |ocal governments and private sources will be provided
a $55 billion commitment for infrastructure over the nextig 4o it.

20 years, including $24.5 billion on transport, $3 billion on . . . :
social and community infrastructure, $2 billion on Wateren;-uhrg zt?gte?r: é?gﬁztrgrc]tuc:se?;zgrneg varimgwoitv?gyv ItlLe

nggzg;ﬁur%e?;?eﬁg brlglorgr?]n (;nigg rz\éc\’l\:kscé'ni\tlgllv\'lcgrssarticulation of at least four more detailed infrastructure plans
y prog P and programs of action for transport, land, energy and water.

projects. You may wish to visit the website. | have extract}wiII get to the transport part of that in my next motion. The

hgﬁ ’ Irfo?j?é égebmbaesrtsatv;ol_uallg cl)lrkeot\(/)efr?ri :ﬁtTigfl o? ug:efg(s:iag ;rrent Labor government delivered a transport plan and
pian p y 9 P ' . failed to continue with that, but | will get to that later. Before

itis so vastly superior in breadth and efficacy cpnjpared t(fhe next election, we will come up with quite a bit of detail
the Rann government’s so-called plans that it is simply. !

; . out what will be in that 20-year infrastructure plan. But to
embarrassing. New South Wales and Victoria have produce%gt the fine print right—and this is your failure—you need the

gbigmlg d\ll’\il\(/)éll(,. a\rﬁ\ijhgwta:ri“ssw%c))/vv?/rensr,r:a%név?;:ngéoociubcfr?gIle é,l” resources of government (and you have those resources);
priorities. That is why as their first infrastructure delivery in You need the de.talled financial plans of government, bOth
this term of parliament we have a $31 million tram downstate and federal; and you need a department and the f_|nanC|aI
North Terrace and King William Street resources to propgrly consult with _stakeholders. That is why
Mr Koutsantonis: Your policy for 12‘ years theldetalled fine print of a 20-year infrastructure plan can be
TheHon M.J Afkinson' You went to eléction after dehvere(_j only by a government. That is why th_e d_eta|l of_our
election pro.mis;irig that sarﬁe project 20-year mfrastructl_Jre plan will be delivered within the first
: 12 months of a Liberal government, once we have the

riclJ\fi'[i:sA]:('\)/: Iih;l;gsl:lr-usc'\t/ll,:ry_i'rzlvgs)f[ﬁwueﬁ?d%% Lé%rﬁ?ﬁltlsé \c/’vfithfinancial resources of government to put the detail on the
p Y flesh and bones. But | will tell you this: long before the

g):li:dgfa/:rginem’ businesses and the community, and Y%lection we will have far more detail than you have at the

The SPEAK ER: Order! The Attorney-General and the moment. You have the resources of government and you are

member for West Torrens will have an opportunity to becoméalllng to deliver. ) . ) . o
involved. | am on a short fuse this morning. Mr Koutsantonis: Is this going to be in our lifetime?

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: —what infrastructure Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: Well, it will be a lot earlier
priorities they thought should be delivered, where would ahan we will ever get it from a Labor government, because for
tram down King William Street be? | tell you it would not be five years, with all the resources of government, you have
priority No. 1. They might take the view that the $200 million been unable to do it. It can only be done by a government in
backlog of road maintenance was more important and thegffice. But there will be quite a bit of detail. We will go to an
might take the view that duplicating the Dukes Highway fromelection spelling out to South Australians what we think are
Tailem Bend to Victoria was more important, just as theythe key priorities and the key fiscal parameters and also what
might like to see bypasses at Port Wakefield and Penolae think needs to be in a 20-year vision. Within 12 months,
actually delivered. They might like to see duplication of thewe will actually do what you have failed to do in five years
Princes Highway from Port Wakefield to Port Augusta, asusing the full resources of government properly. We will not
they would like to see the 10 overtaking lanes along thesack CEOs, and we will not send out public servants to do our
Riddoch Highway. They might like to see improvements inspruiking for us. Unlike you, we will not waste the opportuni-
trains and public transport where we have, for example on thiy, the vision and the responsibility given to us. You have
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delivered nothing but glossy brochures and failure. Only witht’s called Fightback, and I'm going to detail every little bit
a 20-year infrastructure plan can this state go forward.  of it There was leadership. John Hewson did not get up and
If Labor governments in Queensland, New South Walesay, ‘Look, | don’t have the resources of government. | do not
and Victoria can do it, what is wrong with the Labor govern-have the resources of Treasury. | can't come up with an
ment in South Australia that it is so inept that it cannot do it?alternative tax policy.’ Can you imagine Kevin Rudd getting
This portfolio is in chaos. The fact that there is no overarchup and saying, ‘| can’t come up with an alternative tax policy,
ing strategy or plan strikes at the very core of the problem&ecause | don't have the resources of Treasury. So, you know
the government is experiencing with all of its projects, somavhat? Elect me; trust me to do this, and a year into office I'll
of which I will talk about in more detail when speaking to my come up with a tax policy that’s fair and progressive.”? The
next motion. Without an overarching direction and anLiberal Party would go crazy. Their heads would explode.
overarching strategy, you do not know where you are goingCan you imagine the ads? And you have your alternative
What you have produced in your so-called infrastructurdeader giving us more ammunition for our ads by saying, ‘I
plans is nothing but glossy brochures, which are meaningleston’t know what our plan is. I'm moving a motion to adopt
and say nothing. That is why you have been so criticised bpur 20-year plan.’ Then, in a speech he says, ‘| don’'t actually
stakeholders. Tell us what you will do and when. Mosthave it yet, but when I'm in government, I'll develop it’
importantly, think about your children and your grandchild-What a joke! Who is this guy? No wonder he got only one
ren, not the next election. If you were visionary, you wouldvote last time, and even then he scared himself out of
be thinking 20 to 30 years ahead. That is what all theunning.
stakeholders have said, and that is what you have failed to The Hon. M.D. Rann: He said his slogan was, ‘He who
deliver. dares wins.

Time expired. Mr KOUTSANTONIS: He who dares wins. Take that

hill, Marty. | he i f bei I i -
Mr KOUTSANTONI S (West Torrens): The member for ill, Marty. | mean, the idea of being an alternative govern

Waite’s id  bei . i | t be visi ment is discipline, coming up with policies that are costed,
alles jdea oTbeing visionary 1s. | cannot be visionary Now, o ing sure the state lives within its means, not just turning
but put me in office and in 12 months, after | become

8t on and attacking for cheap political stunts projects such as
minister, | will have a vision. | cannot tell you now what | 9 PP proj

the tram. You cannot go to an election three times in a row
want to do, because we do not have the resources because 84ing, ‘We will build a tramline and extend it, and then
party is flat broke. No-one in business will _speak to us OLfter you lose, say, ‘Oh no: that wasn't us: that was someone
donate money to our party, and no-one will come 10 Uk g “He js actually proud of building a one-way highway,
lunches and dinners to talk to us. However, once | am i

: ind he blames John Bannon. It is always someone else’s
government, then they will talk to me and, once they hav y

spoken to me and given me their vision, | will tell you whatqau“'
mpy vision is ° ’ y They would have done all of these things if they had only

| have to say | have never heard such tripe in all my Iife.four more years. They say, ‘Eight years wasn't enough. In

This is a bloke who wants to be the alternative minister forsv'gpr;%ea{f inlgvr?;?j Jt%sélggtrt't?]% rdeadlz/ f%lt;hwg }Nerelfuss;\
transport. However, what he really wants is to be th g up. ecks. vve nad to se

alternative premier. That is what this speech is all abou ater, :[he TAB, ETSA, SA Linen and a“yfh"?g else that

today, that is, impressing his mates on the backbench. oved.’ After they iold all that and lost the election they say,
says that all by himself he is going to make the trains run on %%}OU know what 'blt was :;llbout to %ecome the land of milk

time. How? He will not tell us; he will probably throw money a2| veniy.c;tv\yar? ?h Orl:tvflo ap}:|>derr11, VUI V\ée \?vcr)\t thro‘{w c_>|utr.llf
at it. He says he is going to build desalination plants. How’9i %wae Sa bot% Waes Ite COL:d ha ets) own you two $ e
All by himself. He says he is going to undertake massiveh 9 yS— ys. 1t would have been amazing. You
stormwater infrastructure. How? All by himself. He talks could have actl_JaIIy driven north _and south.” But, of course,
about all this new infrastructure and all this new spending anme%rﬁl?soul';%fétlgl% Al Cel_rr' sa}[yn;s Fr;f?lt ai\r;y person }/vzo %ets
then, halfway through his speech, he attacks us about bei sp says [rustme, i give you a pian once
high taxing! So, one minute he is saying that we tax too muct m minister, but before then | am just going to attack yours

and take too much revenue, then he announces billions &f 2 charlatan.

dollars of infrastructure spending. This guy is off with the o
fairies. How is he going to pay for this? Then he tells us that Mr PEDERICK (Hammond): | wish to address the lack

he cannot tell us what his plan is, even though his motior?génfrr?tggcg”e plannln%vb3|/|_'rh|s£ govl?mmenﬁ, '3 Earncular,
calls for us to adopt his 20-year plan. proposed weir near vvellington. ere had been some

He cannot tell us what his 20-year plan is, because he dogéannmg— ) _
not have one, and he admitted it. He said, ‘Well, | haven’t 1heHon.M.J. Atkinson: Why do they call it the
actually got it yet. I've got a few ideas. | want the trains to YVellington weir?
run on time, | want a few more roads. | want a few more Mr PEDERICK: Members opposite will get their chance
bypasses, duplications and new roads being built to Victorid0 speak. If there had been some appropriate planning for
but | can't tell you how I'm going to pay for it. | can't tell Waterproofing Adelaide—there are plenty of meetings,
you where the money is coming from, and | can't tell youplenty of documents that get thrown out, saying, ‘Yes; we
what we are going to prioritise, because I'm not a ministehave waterproofed Adelaide.” Well, codswallop you have
yet. So, ask me around 2014 or 2020 when I'm finally awaterproofed Adelaide, because there has been no planning
minister being driven around in my gopher, because | will beand no reservoirs have been built. Your voting against
about 75, and then | will have a vision, because business wiitormwater bills, sewage mining and a better rainwater tank
tell me what my vision is.’ bill in the upper house in December last year shows a total
Do you know what leadership is? John Hewson hadlisregard for the drought situation we face.
leadership. John Hewson got up and said, ‘Here’s my plan; Mr Pisoni: There is a lack of understanding.
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Mr PEDERICK: Absolutely; a lack of understanding, as TRANSPORT PLAN
the member for Unley just said.

Mrs Geraghty: You know that’s not true.
Mr PEDERICK: It is absolutely true. It was voted

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): | move:

That this house—
(a) calls on the government to reverse its decision to abandon

against in the upper house; check Hensard. This is a total the development of a transport plan for South Australia;
lack of management of water. | challenge members. There are  (b) seeks immediate action by the government to deliver a
30 000 people reliant on water below Wellington. | admit that new proposal to the parliament as soon as possible; and

| was not present, but | had representatives at a meeting at ~ (¢) notes that a L(;beral government Wli” ta!<fe irr]nmedE\te
Langhorne Creek last night, where the Minister for Water ggsg?nnt]%nf’][g“é’ffdgsgansr’ort plan if the Labor
Security said, ‘Yes; we have to talk with communities about__ . ) . . .

what will do for water supplies below the weir. Well, we are ' NiS motion builds on my earlier motion about the govern-
discussing it with communities.” At this stage, two standpipeénems failure to deliver an infrastructure p_Ian. What should
will be put in from which people can cart water, and a bloke!!oW from @ well thought through and considered infrastruc-
has bought a couple of watercarts. That will come nowhertHre plan are subordinate plans that provide detail, and oneis
near getting the water needed for the Narrung Peninsul& ransport plan. The government actually had a go at this
which has access to groundwater. An amount of 4.6 milliorf@'ly on. It thought: won't we be clever, won't we be smart:

litres a day is needed on that peninsula alone for stock anff€ !l Produce a transport plan. I happen to have a copy of it.
domestic supply. It was produced by the former minister for transport, the

member for Lee. He was quickly followed by the member for

I challenge the government. If we took, for example, theray|or, and she was followed by the member for Elder, and
and switched off its water, what would happen? We woulthgo3 was released and then dropped on the floor about two
see outrage in the streets, and they wonder why 500 peopl@conds later.
marched on this place recently. There is total disregard for \ya5 a little too frank, a little too fearless and a little too

these people, who live in South Australia. | am one of thg, aye |t made some remarkable revelations. It talked about
first to admit that we cannot let Adelaide run out of water, buﬁolls about debt charging for use of roads, and gave the

because of the total disregard for infrastructure planni”%xample of Singapore on page 15. It admitted to a
nothing has happened in regard to waterproofing not jus§1 6o million backlog in road maintenance and it made some
Adelaide but the whole state. This weir is all about Adelaid&emarkable statements. such as ‘Continuing traffic growth
and we will be in dangerous strife because, if this weir goegi| pjace further pressure on roads’, ‘Motor vehicles will
in, there is a danger of its becoming too saline and nutrient,crease wear and tear, exacerbating the already poor
rich to use anyway. Adelaide will be in real strife. What will condition of many roads’. Then it said, and this is a remark-
happen then? able statement:

The government has been forced to piggyback on our Moreover, there is considerable community opposition to
policy of desalination because it has done nothing. It hasonstruction of new roads and widening of existing roads.
decided to pick it up from the Liberal Party. Well done! Itis | go not know if members on this side hear very much
saying our costings are way out. We said in our policy launclyynosition to building new roads, widening existing roads
that the Perth plant cost $400 million. Obviously with and improving roads. In fact, dozens and dozens of people are
inflation it may cost a bit more to bwld_a plant for Adelaide. dying on our roads every year, businesses depend on it, and
We know too well that we will not be in government for at yye think that building roads is a good idea. The government
least another three years, but at least we are putting SOmgohably had the right idea when it said, ‘We need to produce
policy forward, yet the government has suddenly decided thaf graft transport plan,’ although it would not surprise me if
we are in strife. It will be an outrageous waste of taxpayersit was work inherited by them from the former government.
money, this $110 million, which blew out from $20 million opce the government realised that it was a challenge, that
from an off the cuff announcement by Premier Rann, shieldedome |eadership would be needed, it thought: we do not want
by his so-called water security minister who said, ‘Oh, thatg o this. We do not want to address such things as ‘Making
was for a narrow section of the river where we thought ifthe right choices for South Australia’, ‘Ensuring transport
would cost that much. environmental sustainability’, ‘Getting South Australia

Anyone could go back to the records, as did the engineemalking and cycling’, and ‘Making sure public transport
when they went down to do the soil testing and were giverieaches its full potential’, which were all chapters in the plan.
a map from 1930. Consult with the locals! Hello! Let us  Itincluded ‘Access for regional and rural remote commu-
consult with the local people. That would be a novel idea fomities’, ‘Working out South Australia’s transport network and
this government. If you consult with the locals you would maximising its value’, ‘Developing gateways to economic
find that there are up to 300 feet or 100 metres of silt therelevelopment and jobs by maintaining freight competitive-
that you cannot attach anything to. To come out with a figureaess’, ‘Demanding a safe and secure transport system’, and
of $20 million is out there. ‘Smarter spending and decision making’. We could not have
that, could we! All those things were addressed in the
Transport Plan, which was dropped like a hot potato the

Mr PEDERICK: Absolutely: policy on the run. Itwillbe  minute it hit the floor. It was widely criticised by stakehold-
$110 million to put it in, and | can see it blowing out to ers, by the way, for being shallow, which is not surprising
$200 million by the time you pull it out and factor in Labor’s when you look at the shallowness of the Infrastructure Plan.
usual blow-outs. | say to the member for West Torrens, regarding his earlier

contribution: when you have the resources of government,

MrsGERAGHTY secured the adjournment of the debateyou have the resources to get things right. You do not have

Mr Pengilly interjecting:
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those resources in opposition, and | will tell you what we areand that way it will be only $550 million. It'll only be a
not going to do: we are not going to sit down with a couple$250 million blow-out. Well, the government has been
of people over a cappuccino and scribble out a transport plazaught out, because we exposed in November that it had axed
on the back of an envelope, which is what seems to havihe Port Wakefield Road widening from the entire project to
occurred with the government’s plans to build a tramlineget the cost down. Now we find out from questions admitted
down King William Street and North Terrace. We have thento by the minister yesterday that the government has been
scribbled on the back of an envelope over a cappuccino argkcretly planning a western extension to the Northern
a bowl of pasta in Oregon, when the Premier and the MinisteExpressway from where it hits Port Wakefield Road down to
for Transport are off on an overseas junket to the USA. Thethe Port River Expressway.
have the resources of government: they just forgot to use | can tell the house that we are pretty well informed about
them. Well, we will not. this through Penrice Salt. Secret discussions have been going
We will deliver a proper transport plan, and we will do it on, and guess what the cost of that is? We are well advised
within 12 months of coming into government. | say to thethat, for that western extension, it is between $200 million to
member for West Torrens—and | hope he is listening—thag300 million. If they had been honest, the government and the
we will provide an awful lot of detail well before the election minister would have come into the house last year and said,
and we will see what he has to offer. When we are elected werhe cost of this project is going to be $850 million.’
will do what he failed to do, which is, use the resources of e are talking about the $550 million it will cost them to
government to deliver a proper, well-considered transporg the expressway from Gawiler to Port Wakefield Road (and
plan. If the member for West Torrens was a little morethey have admitted to that) and the $300 million which they
ambitious and a little more capable, he might be on the fronkre” secretly working on and which they sliced from the
bench. He might even be the Minister for Transport or theygject. That Northern Expressway project cost blew out from
parliamentary secretary for transport, where he could makg3gg million to $850 million. That is a $550 million bungle
a contribution. | have noted him in the paper makingpy that minister—No. 3 in the post—and by this government
comments on grands prix and all sorts of things. through cabinet. The minister admitted to it yesterday—just
Ifthe member for West Torrens wants to get up and try iqeadHansard; just read the answers. The minister said: So

give anyone over here a slap in the face with a wet lettucg hat if we were doing secret planning? He then said:
leaf, let him demonstrate his ability by getting himself onto

his own front bench.

Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: . . .
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: When you can do that, Well, | can tell the house, it sure is, because we have had it

member for West Torrens, we will start listening to yOu_from multiple sources. The government has been engaged in

Yes, we look at a lot of options. We have looked at options and
that might be one of them.

Before then, it is all just drivel. a cover-up, an intentional design, to conceal the fact that what
Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: it thought was going to cost $30_0 million will, in fact, cost
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: If you want to get up and $850 million, at least. We were right at the outset when the

have a go, you will get a couple back, my friend! leader asked these questions of the government early last year

Mr PEDERICK: On a point of order, the member for and they were denigd: This government has desig_ned this
West Torrens is interjecting from the gallery and | draw theclever construct of slicing the project in half, excluding the
Acting Speaker’s attention to that. He is supposed to be in higort Wakefield Road widening and then secretly planning on
place. some other western extension, which will require the

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Rau): Yes. If the member governmentto go off to Canberra, cap in hgnd, begging poor
for West Torrens is interjecting from the gallery, obviously, for more AusLink money, and | guess we will hear about that
that would be out of order. later.

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: The member for West It was the most significant stuff-up in infrastructure
Torrens would not do an out-of-order thing like that! | want planning in the last three decades. There has been nothing to
to get into some detail. Yesterday we had a most amagzing lin@atch it from either a Liberal or Labor government. Even the
of questioning about the Northern Expressway. This is on8annon government, if one excludes the State Bank fiasco,
of the things that should be in a transport plan. The real cogtever got a major infrastructure project so dramatically
of the Northern Expressway is around $850 million, not thenvrong. One of the reasons for that was that the minister
$550 million that the government has already admitted todramatically underestimated the cost of acquiring land along
Members should remember that, initially, it was $300 million,Port Wakefield Road—spectacularly so. That minister has
and that was when we were going to have a Norther@elivered the biggest stuff-up in infrastructure planning this
Expressway from Gawler to Port Wakefield Road, and wetate has seen in recent decades. This government is respon-
were going to have the Port Wakefield Road widened to sigible for it, and it has been engaged in nothing more than a
lanes with land acquired to connect to the Port River Expressspectacular cover-up. It is deceitful, it is wrong, and the
way. Well, the government had the most spectacular cogovernment should be honest about it.
bungle in recent decades when, suddenly, it found that the But it goes further than that. Everything, it seems, in this
cost of the whole project was going to be aroundportfolio is a mess. | have talked about the other infrastruc-
$850 million. The government has engaged in what amountsire project, but let us talk about the trains, the trams and the
to a deliberate deceit. It said, ‘It's going to be $850 million. buses. The minister is telling us the size of the contract for the
How can we get out of this? What we will do is excise thebuses. | notice that the government is an enthusiastic
Port Wakefield Road widening—the southern part of thesupporter now of privatisation and outsourcing of bus
thing.’ contracts, and | note that the union is not very happy with it

That was put out in its own documentation, and | have toldabout that. It seems that, having thrashed us over it when we
the house about it before. The government said, ‘We’ll getlid it, this government is now a born-again convert. | have
that $250 million to $300 million sliced out of the project, not seen the government running out to purchase back the
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contracts and take over running of the bus system—contracthkis is going on secretly behind closed doors. It is $2 billion
worth around $680 million; just the bus contract. Theworth of costings. The member for West Torrens was telling
minister tells us, ‘I've got some good news. We're going tous how poor he is. The minister is secretly planning more
put $10 million of new money into these buses, trains andhan $2 billion worth of work—and not telling anyone about
trams across the whole network—$10 million.” Well, how it. Let us scrap the train system. Those secret plans were
much of it will go to buses? Maybe $3 million. It is a revealed on the front page ®he Advertiser. The public of
$680 million contract, with $3 million or $4 million of new South Australia has every right to scratch their head and say,
money in there, and he tried to tell us yesterday in parliamerithat the hell is going on? What is this government and this
that that will more than keep pace with inflation.” Mate, with minister doing?’
a contract that size, that is a spit in the bucket! That is why | say to members of the government that there is a
the buses are not running on time. That is why there are ssolution. It is called a plan. We used to have a saying in the
many problems with the buses. Army, ‘Prior preparation and planning prevents p...
That is why there was a public meeting in the Hills lastperformance’; the few Ps. | just commend the few Ps to the
night about cuts to hills bus services, attended by nearly 15overnment. All you have to do is have the wit to have a
outraged people; and | will leave it to the member for Heysertogent infrastructure plan and a proper transport plan and the
to go into the detail. That is why | attended a public meetingcourage to deliver it. Who knows what could be achieved?
in Mount Barker when outraged members of the public foundrou have failed. You have had five of the easiest years in
that their bus services were slashed. That is why you hawvgovernment that any government could ever hope for. You
redistributed and reorganised the schedules for Torrerere awash with money. You are failing people. We will
Transit that caused such a kerfuffle late last year. You ardeliver a transport plan that you have failed to deliver. We
underspending on buses. will deliver it within 12 months and we will have a lot of
Let us talk about trains. We have had extensive medianformation about it before the election—don’t you worry
coverage indicating that one in three trains in South Australiabout that! You will be awash with information. Stakeholders
is not running on time. On the Belair line alone nearly 19 pewill be very clear on this: if they want infrastructure and a
cent—almost one in five trains—are running six minutes otransport plan they should elect a Liberal government. If they
more late so people are missing their bus connections.  want nothing but waffle, stay with Labor.
Mr Koutsantonis: And you'll fix that, won't you? How
are you going to fix that, Marty? Tell us. Mr RAU (Enfield): | really look forward to Thursday
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: Well, you have a transport mornings. | have to say that when | first came here | did not
plan, you have an infrastructure plan and you have a compe@njoy the place as much as | should have. Part of the reason
tent minister—maybe it could be you—and you run thefor that was that | did not spend enough time in here on
department properly. You show genuine leadership. You dghursday mornings. Itis the time when they all come out. It
not just sack CEOs when they give you bad news. You dés fantastic. | mean, the thespian performance we have had
what the people elected you to do. from the member for Waite today is something that should
Mr Koutsantonis: Show us the way, mate! get him a spot in the Fringe. In fact, | reckon the member for
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: When we are elected we will. Waite, if he wants to make a few bob for his organisation or
The buses are not properly funded. The trains are not runnirgyen to supplement his transport plan, ought to get himself
on time. The trams are in good shape, apart from the fact thattent in the Parklands. | reckon he would make a few bob.
the airconditioning does not work; apart from the fact that Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:
they cannot couple the trams together; apart from the fact that Mr RAU: Yes, build it and they will come. As a matter
we have had to use sweeper trams and buy a couple of extrakfact, | for one would pay to see that again, but | don't
because we bought the wrong trams; and apart from the fakhow whether he has it all down pat to be able to deliver like
that 20 per cent of the rail lines have been stuffed up and thigat.
unions are saying that it was done on the cheap. Some of the Mr Hamilton-Smith interjecting:
trams have to do only 10 km/h because the trams are such a Mr RAU: Okay, no worries. Aside from the fact that |
mess. Apart from all that, they were delivered to us by threenjoy Thursday mornings, | gather from listening to the
successive ministers, most recently the brilliant minister fomember for Waite—and | did listen to him fairly carefully—
stuff-ups (the Minister for Transport). Apart from that, the that basically he does not like our plans. He has cast his
transport system is in wonderful shape. Who would need #orensic eye over our plans and he has found them wanting.
transport plan when things are going so absolutely swimHe has found them inadequate from a fiscal point of view. He
mingly? Even Mussolini got the trains running on time—butdoes not like the points on the map where the roads might
it is beyond the Minister for Transport. intersect. | pick that up as part of his contribution. The other
Of course, then it was revealed on page 1 Tofe  thing he said, aside from actually telling us that he did not
Advertiser—it is always nice when you get a page 1; you canlike our plans, was to tell us that he had a plan—

have a really good lunch when you get a page 1. Mr Koutsantonis: No, no—
Mr Koutsantonis: You got a couple before the election.  Mr RAU: No, let me finish; this is important. | listened
Do you remember them? to him very carefully. He has a plan. And, Mr Speaker, do

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: | must admit that | have had you know what his plan is? They are going to make a plan.
three this year; | do enjoy it. It was revealed that for twoThey have a plan to make a plan. He sounds like an NRM
years the government has been secretly planning a numberlmbard person. He has a plan to make a plan. They are now on
options, such as ripping up the entire train network andhe front foot. They have developed a plan and the plan is: we
replacing it with trams; such as doing away with trainsare going to have a plan. It is not often these days that we
altogether and having buses everywhere; such as a hybrgtar from former prime minister Mr Keating, but the other
system. We would have trams to Port Adelaide and somday he said something that is very apposite to this particular
trains to Noarlunga. We would scrap the Belair line. All of circumstance. In another context he used the phrase ‘all tip
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and no iceberg’. That is exactly what we have today: a tinygovernment we have ever had in this state. There has been no
little tip at the top (which is the plan to make the plan) and nareal money and no real increase in public transport for
iceberg, which is the plan. years—for public transport in this metropolitan area,
When you lot over there come up with the plan (theparticularly. So they tell us at the public meeting—on the
iceberg) and have more to do in here than wave your arm®cord and open for all to hear—that, because we have not
about in the air and entertain us—and you have, | give yotnad any real increase, it is self-evident that if you want to
10 out of 10 for that; we loved it—announce it then. | alwaysincrease services or put a new service in one area you are
love the contributions of the member for Waite; this parlia-going to have to decrease services or take away a service
ment would be much the poorer without him. In fact, all hisfrom another area, and that does seem quite logical.
gesticulating and carrying on was focused on the tip of the So, Hills Transit came and saw me and made public
iceberg with zip on the iceberg itself. | have heard it said thaannouncements and introduced this new system. They tried
it is hard to be in opposition. A number of people have saido sell us a pup and tell us this new system was an improve-
this to me. In fact, there is a cliché which runs around thisment and they have discovered (what a surprise!) that it is not
place which | have heard many times before. Itis usually saidn improvement. It has actually been a great detriment to a
with a very earnest look on the face, and it sounds somethingreat many people. The meeting at Aldgate last night—
like: “The worst day in government is better than the best dayvhich, unfortunately, neither the member for Waite, as the
in opposition.’ However, | have to say to members that thershadow minister for transport, nor myself, as the local
is something much harder than being in opposition, and thahember, could attend because we were here until 11.30, or
is sitting back here listening to you guys week in, week outwhatever hour we finished—was so overcrowded that people
| have to stop reading my books; | have to stop reading myvere nearly spilling out onto the footpath. The mood was so
Hansard. Why? Because you are giving us all tip and noangry it was hard to hear what was going on.
iceberg. Please, come up with your plan, but announce it | had my main staff member there for 2% hours of this
when you have the plan. Don’t announce that you have a plameeting, and she told me some very interesting things. First,

to make a plan; come in and announce the plan. she told me that the Hills Transit people, who were there, had
Mr Hamilton-Smith: Where's your iceberg? You've to concede that in fact the information they had given to me
been here five years. and made public was clearly wrong. When they said to me

Mr RAU: You've been discussing our iceberg with the things such as some of these services had no patronage or
Minister for Transport for the whole of this term. | do not only six people were using them, that clearly was not right.
normally do this, but | wager that you might even want to talkl have no idea where they got that information, but they
to him about it again in question time. Every question timecertainly plucked it out of somewhere, and they came saying,
you usually have a little something for him, and | will be ‘This bus is not used so we need to put it here where we have
disappointed if you do not have something for him today. 130 people standing.’ In fact, | heard the story the other day
will be very disappointed. of someone who collapsed on one of our buses going up to

Anyway, thanks very much. We are on notice. You havethe Hills but it was so overcrowded that the bus driver
a plan to make a plan. We are waiting and anticipating andyroceeded up the hill without being aware that there was a
when this thing rolls down the slipway about five minutesperson unconscious on the floor of the bus. People were
before the election in 2010, we will be all over it like a rash.trying to attend to that person on the bus because it was so
We are planning to be here and we are planning to read it. Seyercrowded. Why? Because this government has failed to
itis a great plan. | think you are on the right track. Go aheadput more money into transport.
and make the plan. The next thing they found out last night was that, in doing

their determination of what they would do about which

MrsREDMOND (Heysen): | cannot believe that | am services, they had not bothered to ask the bus drivers. We
sitting here listening to government backbenchers complairhave a fabulous crew of bus drivers coming out of the Hills
ing about the opposition at least having a bit of foresight inTransit depot. They are terrific, and they have always been.
the way it is approaching this. The government has been ihremember not long after | first moved here one of the first
office for five years. It had a big dinner this week to celebratebus strikes was called and the chap on the radio said, ‘But, of
its five years in office, and it has no plan. It did come outcourse, the Hills buses will be running because those guys do
with a plan. | remember it came out with one plan. | do notnot go on strike, because they are part of the community and
know whether it is the one the member for Waite was talkingknow their community. They stop and help people. We all say
about, but it came out with a plan early on, and | remembeiGood morning’ or ‘Good afternoon’ when we get on and off.
the comment on it: it was a great transport plan as long as ydiveryone is friendly and polite to the driver. For the most
were a pedestrian or a bike rider. That was when the transpapart, it is a very pleasant experience. However, one would
plan was going to be great, if you were a pedestrian or a bikthink that the management of Hills Transit and the public
rider. Forget about everyone else. transport people would talk to their drivers about where the

It seems to me that not only the building block but alsoproblems are. But they did not do anything like that. They
one of the essential building blocks in a transport plan woulgust presumed that there was no use of particular services, and
be to consider public transport. What do we have in mythey have left elderly people, families, young mothers who
electorate? Last night we had a huge meeting in my electorateave no transport during the day because husbands are off at
because a few weeks ago Hills Transit announced that it wagork, and all sorts of people like that, with no capacity to get
improving our public transport system. | have been to publido where they need to go.
meetings in the Hills where the representatives of the That gives me no confidence in the third thing they have
transport department have got up and said, ‘You need tforgotten, about which | have written to them. The fact is
understand that we have not received any real increase in otivat, until recently, people could catch a bus in the Stirling
funding for many years.’ This is despite the fact that we havézast/Carey Gully area, which would go through the Crafers
a government which is awash with money, richer than anynterchange and take people into town without the necessity
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to change buses. The new system—this so-called improveips! Let me remind the house that, in 2002, the Labor Party
system—uwill mean that the people catching that bus will havenuck into government with no tourism policy and no
to change buses at the Crafers interchange. Normally, for m&ansport policy whatsoever. All it had was just a plan for a
that is not a problem. However, | think they have forgottenplan; a bit of a wish list. What do we see today with the State
that we are talking about elderly people and mothers wittStrategic Plan? It is another wish list.
children and prams and all those sorts of things. We heard in here the other day the Treasurer talking about
We are also talking about the weather, which in that are@re-feasibility studies. They tell me they actually do have pre-
is probably the worst in the state in the middle of winter. Sofeasibility studies: you have a study for a study for a study—
we have this situation where we may have to unload a wholand then you might do something about it. That is about as
bus load of people and get them on another bus to go to towfar as this government has got. This government has a golden
when previously they had been able to stay on that bus ar@bportunity. It has more money than any government in the
go straight to town without having to change buses. That wilhistory of South Australia could ever have wished for;
create havoc at the Crafers interchange, and it will also leackrtainly far more than the Liberal Government had when it
to a significant diminution of the services that we havecame to power in 1993. What did we have then? We had the
otherwise enjoyed until now. State Bank which had broken the state with a $10 billion debt.
I approached Hills Transit about that matter, and a&Ve really struggled to get this state back on its feet. We
representative told me that only six commuters would bénanded this state over in very good condition—very reluctant-
affected. | have not caught the bus on that route for a whildy handed it over.
so | was not in a position to dispute it. However, given the This Labor government has really squandered an oppor-
effect of last night's meeting and the disclosures that wergunity. There is a need to emphasise that we have a govern-
made, | must indicate that | have absolutely no faith that thenent that is like thditanic. There is Captain Smith (aka the
figures Hills Transit has given me are correct in any wayPremier) at the helm, and he is heading for an iceberg. All the
Certainly, when | regularly caught that bus, there was a bugovernment is doing is shifting the deckchairs onThanic
load full of people on every occasion. To me, it is just aat the moment. If it had plotted a course, if it had been able
nonsense to expect that Hills Transit has got it right when, oto see where this journey was going to be in four years’ or
every other issue so far, it has clearly got it so wrong. eight years’ time, it would have had real plans in place. It
However, | do not want to lay the blame at the foot of would not have just had wish lists. It would not have had
Hills Transit entirely because, as | said, | am sure that, withigrand ideas. It would not have been dancing around the
what it is aware of, it is trying to do the best it can andballroom on theitanic whilst heading for the iceberg. What
maximise the use of its limited resources. The real problerwve see here is a very disappointing response from the
and the real culprit is the state government, which has failegovernment after the opposition put up an honest bipartisan
to put any new money, in any real sense, into public transpogroposal and has given it an opportunity to roll over and say,
in this state. That is what it should have done. We know that\Yes, we could have done things better. We need a plan.’ It
for instance, when the line from the Bridgewater depot waslid not have one in 2002. Let us make sure in the future it
extended to Mount Barker, within 12 months (and this wagloes a bit more planning, but with some results as well, not
under Diana Laidlaw) there was a 50 per centincrease in thjest more talk.
patronage of the bus services. People are more than happy to

catch the buses. MrsGERAGHTY secured the adjournment of the debate.
Surely the government has an obligation to provide the
service; to make them available so people can use that form NATIVE VEGETATION COUNCIL

of public transport. We had a debate in this chamber until all o .
hours last night about climate change, and here we are having M PENGILLY (Finniss): | move:
to beg the government to put some money into public That this house has no confidence in the Native Vegetation

transport so that we can transport people more efficiently an ouncil to act fairly and reasonably, and calls on the Minister for
nvironment and Conservation to remove the council due to its

effectively and stop them having to bring their own cars into;yreasonable attitude towards people on Kangaroo Island.
the city. L . .
Penailly interiecting: Recently, | gave a speech in this place regarding the Native
Mr Pengilly interjecting: Vegetation Council. Whilst | well and truly recognise that
MrsREDMOND: No—hat is because | am talking , gurfree and o én democracy, an bog cangmake co;n-
sense. The point | want to make is that this governmenlpem what absolﬂtel stunned r)T/{e af}':er rgl speech was the
should hang its head in shame at its failure to put any mone 7 y _my Sp
eceipt of an undated letter from the presiding member of the

into public transport in any real terms since it came to office,; . .
It is the richest government that this state has ever seew.at've Vegetation Council, Mr John Roger, who (as f_ar as |
can recall) | have never met, and would not know him if |

There is a crying need for public transport. | know that, in my,”: h ; .
electorate (and probably those of the member for Kavel an[%npped over him. | could not believe the tone of this letter and

a number of other members), our services have been dimifis contents. | will quote from the letter of Mr Roger:
shed, because there has been o real ncrease In the funge &7 Soncere et you heve acopied e postir of reing
available. That is the fa':"F of this government. It is not theseekingpadvice from the Native \Begetation Cgu%cil asgto the veracity
fault of the department; it is the fault of this government for of such matters. | submit that such an approach does not assist in the
failing to put the money into public transport in the first long term protection and management of the native vegetation of
place. South Australia and unfairly attacks departmental officers who have
no means of recourse to accusations of this nature.

Dr McFETRIDGE (Morphett): | was not going to speak Mr Speaker, | ask you to rule on this issue. | believe that the
on this motion, although | strongly support it. However, whentone of the letter from the presiding member is threatening
| heard the member for Enfield talking about icebergs and tipand intimidatory. He is an appointed member of a govern-
of icebergs and other things, | thought | would give him a fewment board and, as | am an elected representative of the
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people of South Australia, | believe this letter is absolutelyand he had a bit of thryptomine there. There is enough
disgraceful and that the Premier should deal with it. | also askhryptomine on Kangaroo Island to cover probably Adelaide
you, Mr Speaker, to pick up on that and deal with this letterand a few other areas but, no, itis an endangered species this
in due course. thryptomine. It did not matter that thryptomine from
The letter relates to a number of issues that | raised in thKangaroo Island was actually put in the flowers at the
course of my speech, but | found it a nonsensical respons@lympics in the year 2000.
As far as | can make out, some of the issues that are raised are Mr Bates thought he would do the right thing and talk to
a fabrication of events to suit the requirements of the authasomebody about this. So, they came out there and there was
by unknown officers. | have talked to people on Kangaroa big to-do and Mr Bates wrote to me in exasperation and
Island particularly, and | based my motion around Kangaroalisappointment, and | was forced to raise the issue in here on
Island, but | will expand on that to include other areas ofhis behalf. But no, it was not good enough for the native
South Australia. | am sure that some of my colleagues mayegetation authority officers to go out there. Then a Native
choose to pick up on that matter in due course. Vegetation Council member thought he would stick his nose
Some of these things are absolutely, totally ridiculous. Irin. If you are on a board or whatever, you make the policy
this place | said that the clearance or drowning of trees thaind you employ people to do the jobs; you do not go out and
Mr Wandell undertook was most inappropriate and stupiddo hands-on work and try and get involved and tell him
and | reinforce that statement. What he did was stupidwhere he can do this and that and everything else, but that is
However, the fact of the matter is that the west end ofvhat happened. So, that exacerbated the situation even more.
Kangaroo Island has very little water this year and the danThat member of the council actually resides on Kangaroo
that Mr Wandell put in has a huge body of water in it whichIsland and, in fairness to him, he probably thought he was
could be used as a backup supply, if necessary, and that offéoing the right thing, but the best thing he could have done
was made. But, oh no, the Native Vegetation Councilwas stay home and feed his sheep, quite frankly, because he
through its actions and working through its sources, issuedid not help at all.
an order through the ERD Court for the staged reduction of Now, any simple bush that falls over you cannot cut up,
the height of the dam and to rehabilitate the native vegetatiogven if a tree falls across the road. One of what | call the
on the flooded land. loony left on Kangaroo Island—environmental fascists—told
Let me tell you that the trees that were drowned in thishe people next door that they could not cut up a tree that had
dam were probably 40 to 50 feet high, it was 25 hectares dllen on the road. It did not matter that someone had come
stringy bark and other vegetation, and you and | will be longdown the road and hit it. He said that he would cut it up for
gone from this place and long gone from planet Earth by théirewood, but he was told, ‘If you cut up that tree, I'll report
time any further trees take their place. Mr Wandell acknowyou to the native vegetation authority and you'll face a
ledged that indeed he had done the wrong thing, and h&10 000 fine. So, what did he do? He cut it up. How
actually offered to put in some trees on another site to replacgnsolutely and totally ridiculous! As to Mrs Davis and the
that area, but that was not good enough. | was informed bigsue | raised in the house, the letter from Mr Roger states:
Mr Wandell that he was requested to putin 300 acres of trees g o, would be aware the block you referred to at Beach Road
to replace the 25 hectares that he had drowned. This is totally,pports a coastal shrubland community and while the vegetation
ridiculous. | will take some quotes from the local paper onmay not be considered ‘attractive’ by may people—

Kangaroo Island in due course. and he wrote ‘may’ instead of ‘many’'—

| turn to the issue of the Magill dam, which the former nonetheless is native vegetation, and representative of the original
owner of that property constructed. That dam is now bein ative vegetation habitat that existed at Goolwa and the Murray

used as a supply to Kingscote and Parndana, and water dsuth area.

E(;I:gaf(?(;t?s?aggr\r/]vhlterfgt[htgrr:esisoﬁlcghvsgtsea;n%sutoi)rftr?gktr?é\/vhat an absolute and total nonsense! Mrs Davis has photps
have got to persist with Mr Magill; they havé got io sumr,nons%f tha}t property taken ZQ_Odd years ago WhICh.ShOW tha}t I
Mr Magill. | went out and had a’look and the area of bushV@S Ilke the carpet on this roor_—_bare earth. It is not native
that was .actually drowned at the fa,r end of that dam W‘,:\/e_getatmn endemic to the area,; itis a load of rubbish that has
i . . Trifted onto the place and grown. They put a lot of pressure
insignificant. | talked to Iongstandlng. land holders in thatOn Mrs Davis, telling her that she could not sell her property
g:]eya\}\.lal\;lo;rt] dOIhtgrE:a 3\;2?9 \J_/\L/JI"IS?I: fg\?v gg:lr: dtlr;/elo((j)?(rirr]\gmﬁ;gli%{s it was beca_use_, basically, it was worthless. They told h_er,
' . Poytinan application for a house, and then you can clear it.’

eO\/hy should an elderly lady pensioner from Adelaide who

removed. However, they do not take any notice what'soevefﬂleS on her own have to go through that process? Quite
of the enormous amount of landcare effort that Mr Magill hag, 1+ these people who are daing this job are an absolute
put in over the years in planting other areas of trees, lands '

scaping and doing his best to remediate and help with areas>Jrace to South Australia. The letter continues:

of land that needed replanting. No, they do not take thatintg_! confirm that recent discussions in relation to borrow pits
co?stidkeratiotr_]; thatis a not-no. \f(ou tdho n_ot Iolok at that, you f;j/(g)gg’slgﬁdveNgs&thga?gd_nre issues with the Kangaroo Island Council,
not take notice: you just go for the jugular, you cruci . . '
people, you take people to task and you put pressure on thefiere is that word again, member for Enfield—

| turn to the case of Mr James and Mrs Sandra Bategvere very positive and productive when the NVC met on Kl in
which case | also mentioned. Mr Bates can be a difficulSePtember 2006.
character. The Bates family is a longstanding family on thaVhat do | get? After the ‘productive talks’, | get a desperate
island, and Mr Bates is well known to fly off the handle fairly phone call from the Mayor of Kangaroo Island asking for a
easily. | would have thought that in this particular case haneeting with the minister as soon as possible because they
probably had all the latitude in the world to fly off it a bit could not clear a few spindly trees from an area where they
further than he did. Mr Bates simply wanted to put in a damwanted to get rubble and stone to build roads for road safety.
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How stupid is that? They saw the minister last week—and‘We do it by satellite photography.” You don’t go and have
if you really want to get an earful like | did, ask the Mayor a look, so when the council sends in comment on a develop-
of Kangaroo Island about her discussions with the Ministement application it is written off, ‘Recommendation:
for the Environment. They came out shaking their heads, bilRefusal.” Time after time it is ‘Recommendation: Refusal.’
perhaps | will leave the mayor to defend herself on that issuéVhen a farmer wants to put in a fence between his and a
The local paper on Kangaroo Island picked up on theseeighbour’'s property it is ‘Recommendation: Refusal.’ If

issues. An editorial states: there is a single tree in the middle of a 500 acre paddock, you
Private landholders are not the only ones concerned about tHeg&nNnot touch that. It does not matter that the sheep grazing
conduct of the NVC. under trees in the paddocks are killing more than anyone will

Officers of the Kangaroo Island Council are continually frustratedever knock down.
by the Ielz?gthy fﬂﬁ'ﬁys in the eéc%ange OI ?_orreslpondencte} and the |n the late sixties and early seventies | did a lot of land
approval tor suc INgS as roadside vegetation clearanoeatters :
of safety for all on Kangaroo Island. clearing to de_veI(_)p a_farm, and | acknowledge that | cleared
) ) areas which, in hindsight, should not have been cleared. That

It then went on to discuss a proposed deputation. On thak the way it is, but things have changed. The Native Vegeta-
issue, | refer briefly to the letter, in which the Presidingtjon Act was put in place by the parliament but it is failing
Member says, ‘Contact the authority. Talk to us. Come an&q,ih Australia.
talk to me.” | can tell you that last year | rang the native  propaply the most frightening thing of all relates to a fire
vegetation authority on a couple of occasions. | introduceghat is referred to as the Chapman fire, which was actually lit
myself to tr]e receptionist, and she said, I'm very sorry, Sifalong the coast by the late Ted Chapman. They have been
but we can't talk to you. If you want anything, you need t0|40ing after that country for 100 years; they know how that
speak directly to the minister.” Who is pulling the wool over country works. You burn it every few years and it freshens
Whosg eyes? What a lot of nqnsense! up and grows back particularly well. What has happened is

~ This goes on and on. This group of people obstructsihat the native vegetation authority—which is trying to have
hinders and stalls development at every opportunity. 1§ crack wherever it can—is having a crack at the Chapman

comments | have had from the government's side of theamily now that Ted Chapman is deceased. | think that is
chamber are of any assistance to this debate, they support nggsqusting.

The Native Vegetation Council in South Australia is out of  Time expired.
touch, it is intimidating, it is threatening and it is using
methods that Hitler, Mussolini and Saddam Hussein would TheHon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): | have much pleasure
be proud of. It is an out of touch, dictatorial, self-servingin seconding this motion. It has brought this chamber’s
instrument. It is not in the best interests of South Australiaattention to the irrational and unreasonable attitude of a band
and it needs removal immediately. of bigots who are imposing their will across South Australia

A strong minister who does not let the council do what itwith no regard for the long-term welfare or safety of the
likes willy-nilly needs to be put in charge. The Native people of this state.
Vegetation Council needs to be revamped, reconstructed and Chapter and verse has been written in rural newspapers
reinvented, and it needs to start employing people from thand council records regarding this band of insensitive people
real world, not fresh-faced university graduates with a piecevho have no common sense, who have a narrow and bigoted
of paper and no practical experience of life. Talk to Alf Hall, left-wing attitude, and a dislike for farmers. They are anti-
who is in his nineties and has been cutting wood on Kangarodevelopment and they carry out personal vendettas that are
Island all his life. They poo-poo Mr Hall, even though he hasnot based on fact. If you have anything to do with a conserva-
more knowledge than anybody else of pollarding treestive political party you will have extra attention paid to you.
revegetating and allowing the narrow leaf to grow back. OhThere is chapter and verse. They tell untruths. The former
no, you cannot touch the narrow leaf, and you cannot burspeaker of this house was absolutely correct when he drew
underneath it. It has lizards, mosquitoes, frogs, snakeshis chamber’s attention to the disgraceful and untruthful
goannas and God knows what else in it. Nature looked aftedction of one Craig Whisson in relation to the Mahar family
this material, it actually had fires through this narrow-leaf. Itat Coorabie in South Australia. And he is still there! The only
is endemic to Kangaroo Island (my property is covered in it)person who was decent and who had a reasonable attitude,
Along the roads it is dying because it has had no fires, it isvho applied common sense, was Tim Denny—and he has
just falling over. Mr Alf Hall has tried to get the message been shunted off. He was a reasonable person, he was fair, he
across; but no, MrHall is not considered to have anyhad common sense. He listened to farmers and went and
knowledge because he does not have a university degreelobked at things first-hand, but he has been shunted off. You
anything else. They do not want to know about what Mr Alf cannot have someone like that there; you have to be someone
Hall says. | have a huge amount of respect for him. who has a bit of paper, someone who has never had to live on

Landcare on Kangaroo Island has done more to put ivvhat they can make for themselves.
trees to replace damaged areas than anywhere | know, and it That is the current situation, and why has this come about?
started very early. When the wool crisis occurred Landcar@©ne unreasonable act always generates another. These people
took off on Kangaroo Island and | started a group—the Buggaave had fair warning, they have brought this upon them-
Bugga Creek Landcare group at American River. | am proudelves, and the ultimate is the attack on the people of
of that; they have gone on to do great things. People haw€angaroo Island that was clearly highlighted in t&eck
fenced off the salt areas and degraded areas with the assidturnal. The local member, and members who have the guard
ance of some government funding—both federal and state-ef the rural community, are not going to stand by. What other
and | acknowledge that. However, we have putin more treesourse of action is open to us? None, because they will not
than are ever going to be knocked down, while these clownksten. There has been representation; people have met
in the native vegetation authority (led by the Native Vegetaministers and talked to bureaucrats, and it has gone on and
tion Council) just stop, stop, stop and hinder, hinder, hinderon. They have done nothing. If these people think that this is
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the end of it, forget it. No matter what they think or say andwhy will the Native Vegetation Council not recommend to
no matter what untruths they continue to tell or how unreathe minister that it have decent people to put in decent
sonably they act, this is the beginning of a concerted canfirebreaks? Have these people ever been in Mallee scrub
paign to seek the return of fairness and commonsense. when it has been on fire? Every time | drive home to my farm

As the member for Finniss said in relation to the attack ol 90 past a monument to a firefighter who was burnt in
Ted Chapman by this character, Tony Zidarich, | would alsdviallee scrub. Itis a very sobering experience. He lost his life
have no confidence in his judgment. He is a person who, iffying to fight a fire. Some of us in this place have had a fair
my view, is less than honourable and does not even g|ve|t of experience in |Ight|ng scrub fires. You have tO have a
accurate information. I will explain something. | rememberdecent break to burn back on, and only a bunch of bigots and
some years ago that there was a committee meeting hef@ols would continue to resist this. | could go on.
when the leader was the minister for the environment and he Look at what has happened in Queensland. | have a quote
was there with a number of these other characters. | said feere fromThe Australian of 25 June 2006 where it says they
him, ‘Would you go into the home on a farm if there was aput in 20-metre firebreaks, more than 100 kilometres, on
woman there with two little children by herself?’ He was notFraser Island. If itis good enough for Fraser Island, why isn’t
even sure whether or not he would. He could not say no. H& good enough for us? | will go on. Over the last few days,
was not prepared to say that that would be an unfair anthere have been continuous comments from a conference that
unreasonable attitude, because these people do not tr&¥ds held in Canberra. An article in tt&ock Journal of
others fairly. | was appalled. He missed his calling. About 451 March, states:
or 50 years ago people acted like that. Why have | named him Landlords favour mega bushfires. Restrictive land management

today? Because | know of other instances where he and higws designed to protect the environment must be overhauled if
offsiders did not tell the truth. firefighters are to have any chance of contending with hotter

- ) ) climates, growing fuel loads, according to a United States fire expert.

Mr Pengilly: The litany of it There is the evidence. Where is the action from the govern-

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Yes. They act unreasonably, we ment? Those of us on this side have for a long time tried to
act unreasonably. Members of parliament are elected byl |k sense to people, but they have consistently failed to
these people are appointed. | refer to the letter that wagecept the reality that we have to take appropriate action.
written to the member for Finniss, Mr Pengilly, by the These people have not kept abreast of modern technology.
Chairman of the Native Vegetation Council as follows: They want to stop farmers from getting rid of an individual

I am concerned that you have adopted the position of makingree. Have you ever heard of satellite technology? It is a
such a public statement under parliamentary privilege without firsinodern part of technology. You cannot have an odd tree in
seeking advice from the Native Vegetation Council. a paddock. Have you ever heard of decent firebreaks and

How long has a member of parliament had to go cap in hanbiazard reduction programs?
to a group of bureaucrats? Mr Speaker, | draw this to your At the end of the day, these people are deliberately and
attention because | believe this is a matter of privilege. Thignaliciously interfering with the day-to-day running of farms,
person should be held to account. How dare this unelecteahd they are making life difficult for councils. What about the
official threaten an elected member! If he wants to get intdool who told a council that you have to dig up the road to
the political arena, he should stand for parliament. Théury people under in the cemetery. They have consistently
member for Finniss is carrying out his proper constitutionalesked the Mayor of Port Lincoln, and they have endangered
responsibilities, namely sticking up for people, and he willPort Lincoln, wherever it is essential for development. | asked
not be intimidated by this arrogant person who should nevelhe Native Vegetation Council, ‘Are you aware of the attitude
have been appointed. of these aggressive people you send out to talk to people?’
The former minister acted most unwisely in appointing 1€y have no regard for people’s common sense or that
this character because he has no commonsense and heélgcted officials have a right, therefore we should get rid of
certainly not fair or reasonable. But to threaten a member dfi€m as a high priority. If the government is not prepared to
parliament is a serious matter, so | draw it to your attentiond® it, some of us will be introducing legislation into this
and | will give you a copy of this letter afterwards because [Parliament to ensure that common sense and justice prevail.
would like you to look at it very closely. This fellow should 1he people of Kangaroo Island have been the victims of

be immediately suspended by the minister whilst you, mpnfair treatment.
Speaker, carry out an investigation. Time expired.

Let us proceed. These people have haq ample opportunity The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): Clearly, some members
to apply commonsense. They have consistently endangerg? !

th blic with their attitude to fi trol Ti d - are quite concerned about this matter, and | am concerned
€ public wi eir attitude o fire control. 1IMe and again; g, | 35k members to consider the guestion: why do we need
they have been caught out. | draw to the house’s attention

. . - Uhative vegetation council? We need one because in this state

grtmle W}?.'Cr:' appedqred in ttegock Journal of 7 December collectively, over a long period of time, we have vandalised

006, which stated: this state to a point where in the metropolitan area there is

~ Murraylands farmer, James Keller, pictured, is thankful for extraless than 5 per cent original vegetation left. In the Adelaide
}’.‘”ﬂfn?nf"mt‘?tkrg f'.fklffleknigé?g“d *t“g ?Eﬁg‘ﬂgztaftgrlf"t‘;z %taf}]elgntgills there is about 25 per cent, much of that compromised

| | SUiKes | Vi urnt ou Itage-lis us : H : : H
tr?at su?rounds the family farm near Coonalpy%. He says if th ',th weed infestation and so on. However, the.pomt is that
firebreaks, which he had ‘caught a lot of flak over’ when puttingthis state has a very bad record of unnecessarily and exces-

them in last year during re-fencing, had not been wider than thsively clearing native vegetation. That is why we need a
standard 5m, then his property would have been burnt out. Howevegative vegetation council.

the local CFS and community were able to prevent his property from m :

being ravaged by the fire which had started near the Ngarkat I am not here to defend th.e council's actions on Kangaroo

Conservation Park on November 21. ‘If we hadn’t had a decentsland but, as I understand it, the people over there cleared
firebreak we'd have been burnt out’, he said. without permission and cleared illegally. There is a process,
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and it works in parts of the metropolitan area as well, andf proper burning at the correct time in advance of the
people can apply to clear. However, in every situation thdushfire season.

environment loses out, because what will happen is that there Nowadays we are starting to see more of that occurring,

will be some removal. We have seen it in relation to th ut it needs to be based on proper evidence and not on
éxpansion of the vmeygrd industry; unnecessary Clear'nﬂ)lklore. The people who want to put their faith totally in
down in %re?lf like rllzmnlsbs, where treeds,ta lot of Ejh‘terT Pinkirebreaks, | think, are kidding themselves, because, as we
gums and others, have been removed (o expand the grapfay much of the fire is spread by lit material, and you get
production and now we find there is difficulty in getting rid ember attack travelling at the speed of the wind. As |

of the production, even though at the moment there is nderstand it, even with the terrible fire on Eyre Peninsula a
r_edu_ced output due to the drought. Nevertheless, overprodu§éar or so ago, the ember attack probably would not have
tion is the order of the day. _ travelled at the same speed if there was some native bush to

Many farmers are much more progressive than they wergctually retard the speed of the fire. The fires can sweep down
years ago. | heard the member for Finniss say that he dig hill that is essentially grass or pasture at an incredible rate.

things he wishes he had not done. The pointis that there isEhere is an argument that bushland can slow down fire.
change in attitude amongst, | believe, the vast majority of At the moment we hav iuation where. throudh
farmers, who realise that we have over-cleared. We havg ?. ome | ?1 ave abs ltj'?h on where, tougt
destroyed and actually made extinct species that never evEf>Peration, peopié who care about the environment and try
got to be analysed. Who knows what those extinct specieQ PrOtect species have to resort to fairly tough measures.
could have done? Who knows whether there was a potenti Ihere is so little vegetation left in South Australia that we
cancer cure in some of those plants that have been wiped o310t afford, as a society, to take a laissez-faire, laid-back
We will never know. attitude to it.

Looking at some parts of the state, some of the clearing 1he member for Finniss mentioned replanting, and |
was not done for agricultural purposes: it was done fronfommend people who do it, but replanting is never a
mining. Up around Burra and parts of Yorke PeninsulaSubstitute for somethlng that has evolved over millions of
absolutely disgraceful vandalism has occurred. A lot of it wag/€2rs. | would like to see anyone who can demonstrate to me
done through ignorance, but even today some of it is donéat they can recreate what nature has done over a million
through stupidity. | recently read ifihe Murray Bridge  Ye€ars with a replanting program. You cannot with replanting
Standard that Badge Construction said that it did not know@PProximate anything near what nature has created over
that it was not to clear along the roadside in a developmerfillions of years. Replanting is important. We are seeing
at Monarto. Now, pull the other leg! If a company like that SOMe great efforts—you only have to look around some parts
does not know that you cannot willy-nilly destroy vegetation©f Callington and near the city. Western Victoria and Victoria
along the side of the road, then it is about time it got SOméqenerally are leading Austra!la in their rgplantlng efforts, but
managers who do. We see that the Ferries-McDonald Park isiS o substitute for protecting something that has evolved
under threat because there is a plan to upgrade the roQ4er millions of years, and it is fanciful to think otherwise.
through it. So you will have massive trucks going through the | do not agree with the first part of this motion. In terms
centre of that park putting at risk the conservation purposesf whether particular individuals have been unreasonable
of that park. towards people on Kangaroo Island, | do not have enough

The Native Vegetation Council is in a situation where itSpecific information. However, as | understand it, on
cannot win, because it will be criticised on the one hand by<angaroo Island people cleared land illegally, without
people who are pro the environment and it will be criticisedPermission, to create dams and so on, or they submerged
on the other hand by people who want an open go. | think ivegetation without permission. There is a process and people
is very unfair for people to attack public servants in the wayneed to follow that process. We need to protect certain
that has occurred. Public servants are no different fronspecies, which members have mentioned. People have said
anyone else. They have a job to do. Some of them have tat it does not matter if you remove grey box in the Hills as
better approach than others but, in our system, criticisrthere are plenty of them. They are diminishing and becoming
should be directed towards the minister, not a public servarificreasingly few and far between, especially where they have
who cannot defend himself or herself in this place. | think ittheir associated understorey and grasses. We are only starting
is very unfair to single out public servants in that way. |t0 learn about some of these trees now. Grey box takes a long
would caution members against doing it, because some publitme to grow; it is even slower growing than something like
servants are more effective in their tasks than otherd river redgum.

nevertheless, in my experience, they are genuinely committed e are still largely ignorant about what little vegetation
to trying to do the best thing. we have left. It is important that everyone in the community
Even with the metropolitan area, | have written to thegets on side and, if we need to make the system more
Native Vegetation Council and to the minister about clearworkable (and it is important that we have the farming
ance in relation to a large development at Flagstaff Hill. Thecommunity on side because the farmers ultimately are
upshot is that many of the few significant trees in that areaustodians of much of the land), we will not achieve much by
were removed, because there are so many loopholes in tkergeting particular public servants in here or bucketing the
system. We know that people can use the excuse of a fentdative Vegetation Council, which operates on a very limited
repair as a way of getting rid of more vegetation. Sometimedyudget. If people are not happy with the way it operates,
to restore a fence you must remove vegetation; | know thatnaybe they should be calling for greater resources to be given
The question of firebreaks is very problematic. There is novto the Native Vegetation Council and to the Department for
a lot of evidence suggesting that firebreaks are nowhere netire Environment, because at the end of the day the depart-
as effective as a properly conducted cool burn in a bushfirenent rates lowly in this state, despite all the talk about it. In
setting. | have always advocated and been a great supporteality the environment has suffered in this state greatly.
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MrsPENFOLD (Flinders): | support this motion The purchase was settled on 18 January 2001. During February
wholeheartedly because of the inefficiency with which the2001, ACCA Pastoral commenced clearing work along the boundary

: : ; ; ne to allow for fencing work to commence, at which time it came
Native Vegetation Council deals with matters and some of th 0,0ur attention that the existing public road encroached the boundary

apparent harassment, bullying, antagonism, rudeness and Iggkone section, involving an area of a few hectares. The Works
of understanding and compassion by the department ar@lerseer with the District Council of Streaky Bay, Peter Irvine, was

council employees towards those with whom they deal. Sucpproached regarding this problem. He stated that it would be
behaviour by subordinates is in my experience usually afnpractical to shift the road and suggested they put the fence line as

SO - . _—near as practical to the road so as not to stir up any problems. We
indication of poor leadership at the top, where the behaviouljong with the clearing contractor did this to the best of our ability.

of leaders gives licence to subordinates to treat those subjegbwever, this led to an overly wide area of clearing for the fence line

to them in a similar manner, along with the stress thatvhich, apparently, later first attracted the attention of the Native

subordinates are put under to implement policies out in th¥egetation Council representatives. Fence and water line clearing
| Id was completed, fencing was installed and water tank, piping and

real world. water trough purchased and installed.

| cite the case of two families in the Streaky Bay District ~ Then on 2 April 2001 with the fencing and water completed 40

Council area, who intend to take their issues to the Ombud&ows were trucked in to their new location. Leon and | felt justifiably

; oud of our achievement. On September 2001 at the home of Leon
man in an endeavour to have common sense avert tIﬁ%Streaky Bay, Leon, Kelly and Cheryl were confronted by a very

financial ruin that is threatened in part by the actions of thgiemanding and obnoxious Mr X, representing the Department of
Native Vegetation Council. These families were planningenvironment and Heritage, who upon Leon’s arrival into the room

their succession from father and mother to their son and higlammed a tape recorder onto the table with the words ‘everything

partner and recognised the need to enlarge their property Y355 78 b2 K GRS BIRETE, e TN BT R 04 P
make it more viable, with the older couple intending o retirejytormed Leon that we could be convicted of clearing too wide a
debt free and the young couple to take over the responsibilitience line (which eventually turned out to be 1.25 ha). Leon
for the farm. informed Mr X that it would be impossible to remove the stock

immediately as we had not yet had time to build cattle yards and
However, seven years later the freehold property the}l{?erefore had no practical method to load cattle onto a truck. Beside

purchased is a millstone around all their necks. The oldeiat, the cows were ready to calf.
couple are stillworking and the young ones are struggling to 1was later accosted by Mr X with a tape recorder at the property,

survive with off farm work at Roxby Downs necessitating where | told him to turn off the recorder. Mr X’s attitude was

; extremely obnoxious. | couldn’t believe what | was hearing and all
Leon being away from home for weeks on end. The govern orts of things were going through my mind. | realised that if we

ment will neither compensate the families nor buy the lanGyere forced to remove the cattle from the block it would put us under
that they are not allowed to use even for grazing, which igxtreme pressure financially. It was so overwhelming it was hard to
very upsetting in this time of extreme drought when supplecomprehend. When | got home Cheryl was in a terrible state and

i ; Leon was not much better. We tried to discuss the matter and on
mentary fodder is hard to come by and expensive. me occasions the discussion got heated. | was afraid for our

. . . SO
I have statutory declarations from Mr Allan Williams, his financial future. This bloke had been talking large fines and suing
wife Cheryl, son Leon and Leon’s partner Kelly Lake. | quoteus. We rang Phil Arkus and discussed the matter with him and he
from Mr Allan Williams’ statutory declaration dated 12 said he couldn’t help us. We rang the council and they said the same.

September 2006, but | will not use the departmental oﬁicer’§‘0t knowing what to do we went about the business of making cattle

o . ards on the block just in case worst came to worst.
name, as | have not heard his side of the story. | will refer to e still hadn't heard anything by November 2001, we thought

him as Mr X. The document reads: they had made a mistake or something and it had sorted itself out.
. . . ut in June 2003 ACCA Pastoral received a summons from the
. Discussions held prior to the purchase of the Walter block of lang\ative Viegetation Council to remove all stock from the property
in the Hundred of Finlayson, District Council of Streaky Bay, andithin 21 days of the notice. Seasonal conditions were not that great
the effects of same on myself and my family. On October 2000 a§; the time of the year and there was no local agistment available,
Streaky Bay, Leon Williams and myselfin our capacity as directorsocing us to seek agistment near Peake. In October 2003, some three
of ACCA Pastoral met with Phil Arkus of Wesfarmers Kimba, t0 yaars” after the initial contact by MrX, we received a further
discuss our interest in the possible purchase of the block of Ianéummons and court action taken out with the Native Vegetation
mentioned above. During the discussion, Mr Arkus informed us thag o nil. This was against ACCA Pastoral as well as Allan and Leon
another interested party had first option on purchase of the properyjjjiams as directors and the clearing contractor. The summons was
but that we would have second option if said party failed to rais§q jjlegal land clearing, which would never have happened had |
capital. We asked Phil Arkus if it was OK to fence, stock and cropynown that an application for grazing and cropping had to be sourced
said property, to which he replied: “Yes, | don't see why not. We o thjs freehold property on the original contract. The actions taken
said to Phil that we would like to run cows on the property ASAPy the Native Vegetation Council have strained my relationship with
and crop the plains with oats for stock feed. We then arranged for gy yife Cheryl to the point of antagonism at times. | am very upset
contract of sale to be sent to us for perusal if and when first optiofnat these occurrences are happening because of things beyond my
was forgiven. ~_control. The whole contract from start to finish could only be
On 13 October 2000 the contract arrived and we studied it fodescribed as farcical and also to the point of dishonest dealings. If
houlrj and were eventualfly sa;isfie_d that thlsre Wafj no reason t:/vevas told this could happen to me | would not have believed it.
could see to prevent us from fencing, stocking and cropping t , . .
property. Hoer)ver, in order to double-check, we arranged a meetin%e”y Lake’s statutory declaration states:
with the acting CEO of the District Council of Streaky Bay, Mr John | can’t remember the date but in September or October 2001 |
Rumbelow, so that he could confirm the lack of any grazing oranswered a knock on the door and on answering it a man by the
cropping encumbrances on the property in the sale contract. We leflame of Mr X made himself known and asked for Leon and Allan
the contract with John for a few days. On returning the contractwilliams. | said they were not here now but if he would like to wait
Mr Rumbelow said: ‘It looks like a normal contract to me. | can’t seel could call Leon as he was closest and get him to come home. | rang
(any reason) why grazing and cropping cannot be done on thi€heryl and she came up. While we were waiting for Leon to arrive
property. It seems like a good idea to me.’ Having double-checkethis bloke started to talk to Cheryl and his manner was so offensive
with both the selling agent and a representative of local governmenicould see Cheryl turning white and becoming very upset, nearly on
that there were no encumbrances for grazing or cropping restrictiortae verge of tears. His manner was so bad it made me cross and | had
on the property we (having no idea that an application for grazingo leave the room for fear of saying something to him. When Leon
and cropping on this contract was applicable, the only people wheame home | just showed him into the room where this bloke got
knew anything about applications were the NVC and/or their repstuck into Leon with the same offensive manner he used on Cheryl
signed the contract of sale on 31 October 2000 and paid a deposit biit this time he took out a recorder and put it on the table and said
$2 000 on 2 November 2000. he was going to ‘take everything down as evidence’. | could see my
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normally happy-go-lucky man change before my eyes. | have never Dealing with the mining industry, the second area is the
seen himl'sko ur?_set bEfoer thWOrF]HEd |00(;<if_19- | becameér_ighteﬂecboncept of a substantial environmental benefit having to be
%éet%‘g glfrt”\'lsesmﬁgvgrc‘ﬁaﬁ;eg V;aﬁ)tlol'_r"e%;o r']‘:g”b o Cg‘ﬁqeetv:asr%ehvergd, in effect a levy, to the Native Vegetation Council
withdrawn. Our family life is strained and at times | find it more than N relation to these developments. There are issues surround-
I can handle. | am really concerned for our future together. | lovang that which | think need to be properly explored and which
Leon dearly but his whole attitude toward life and people hashave not yet been explored. | invite members of parliament,
changed since this business with the Walter block. if they have not already done so, to look at the Natural
| wrote to the Minister for Environment and ConservationResources Committee report into the mining industry. They
(Hon. Ms Gago) on 7 November 2006 and received a replyvill see that four or five of the recommendations in that
from the Acting Minister for Environment and Conservationreport deal with the behaviour of the Native Vegetation
(Hon. Mr Hill) on 18 January 2007. Despite the drought andCouncil.

the urgent need to use the block for feed (creating additional The last area of concern to me is the fire prevention issue.
pressure), the acting minister was unhelpful. He suggestddnow the member for Stuart is a person who has very strong
that the Williams’ family apply for assistance under theand well thought out views about this matter. As little as
federal government's exceptional circumstances program. HE8 months ago the member for Stuart and | were sitting in the
refused to intervene with the Native Vegetation Council. InEconomic and Finance Committee and Mr Euan Ferguson
fact, he upheld the actions of the council. One of the option§om the CFS was giving evidence to that committee. During
proposed for resolution of the whole problem was for thethat evidence the member for Stuart asked him questions
government to buy the block, thus taking it out of privateabout how long it would take for a landowner wishing to take
ownership. prudent precautions for the protection of their own property

However, the acting minister refused to consider this2nd that of their neighbours to secure permission from the
option. He suggested that the Nature Foundation of Southative Vegetation Council to do a cold burn or some other
Australia may be interested in buying the property as part oform of clearance which was required of them by law

its Bushbank scheme. The minister ended his letter by stating/hereby it provides that ‘you must take reasonable precau-
lons for the protection of your neighbour’s property’.

The answer we got from Mr Ferguson was ‘up to
) ) 12 months’. Of course, that was horrifying because, if the
Time expired. person makes an application in August to do a cold burn,
12 months later there is a thing in the middle called
Mr RAU (Enfield): For the benefit of Hansard, I will try - summer—uwhich is not useful. | am pleased to say that in
to be a littte more calm. In his motion, the honourableevidence to the Natural Resources Committee this year, again
member uses very strong language. This is very strongnder the forensic questioning of the member for Stuart,
language, indeed. All members will need to have a very longr Ferguson was able to tell us that some improvement had
think about this before we finally make a decision, becausgeen negotiated between his officers and the Native Vegeta-
what the honourable member is asking us to do is a verjon Council. If that is the case | am very pleased to hear it,
serious step. The other thing, of course, is that we musut | wonder whether ordinary landholders, who are not
maintain some balance. As its Presiding Member, can | saitying to break the law or find some way by stealth of
that the Natural Resources Committee has heard a great de@aring land which should not properly be cleared, are given
of evidence about the Native Vegetation Council,and | mushn opportunity to take pruden[ fire protection measures
tell the house that most of it has been quite adverse—most gecause of the activities or lack of activities of the Native
It. Vegetation Council. | believe there are many areas where the
Itis fairly clear to me that, from what | have heard, thereactivity of this body needs to be looked at carefully.
is room for improvement. The honourable member's motion  Ultimately, | will be swayed by the rest of this debate, |
does not really focus on an encouragement to improve scan tell the member for Finniss, because, as far as | am
much as a serious whack over the head, which is wheredoncerned, the jury is still out. My gut feeling at this stage is
think we might ultimately have a problem. | would like to that the strong tone of the motion is such that for a first
focus quickly on three areas where, | think, the Nativewhack it would be a little serious. Ultimately, that might be
Vegetation Council could look at improving its position. a problem. | congratulate the honourable member for bringing
First, in respect of development—and, in particular, | amthis motion before the parliament because | know of no other
thinking of the mining industry—the fact is that there aregovernment agency that has had more consistent grizzles
aspects of mineral development which are not strictlyabout it to me than this particular body, and so few people
associated with the mine itself. As members possibly knowywho have anything positive to say about their dealings with
once you have a mining tenement and there is a licenciem. It might be that that is because these people have a
granted for mining activity, PIRSA takes over the questiondifficult task to do—
of native vegetation and administers it. There is very little  The Hon. R.B. Such: They don’t have the resources.
complaint about the way in which it does that. Butthere may Mr RAU: It may be, as the member for Fisher says, that
be an infrastructure corridor which runs into the mine andhey may not have the resources to do it. That may be the
which is not covered by that lease and it may be the case thaase. | have been struck by the unanimity of complaint. The
the Native Vegetation Council winds up dealing with theother thing is that they are perhaps not alone in this, because
problems associated with that corridor. There is certainly as the levy season starts building up for the NRM boards, |
case, as far as | can tell from evidence that has been broughm starting to get a similar inflow of voices about them as
before our committee, that people experience some difficuwell. 1 will be interested in how the rest of the debate
ties in dealing with the Native Vegetation Council. Thesedevelops. As | said, | do congratulate the honourable member
difficulties seem to be the same all the time—bureaucraticfor bringing this forward. There are issues surrounding the
awkward, difficult, non-responsive, and so forth. Native Vegetation Council which should not be ignored, they

Alternatively, your constituent may consider sale on the open
market—
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do need to be looked at, but | am not sure whether the robule got no recompense for it. He gave up land and allowed the

wording of this motion is the appropriate way to deal with department to come in, fence it off and revegetate.

that. Afew years later when he was tidying up some paddocks,
he got a summons and they dragged him through the courts

Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): Unlike the member for  because they claimed he had cleared a couple of acres (I think
Enfield, | am not disturbed by the robustness of the wordingt was 2% acres) of land that had not been cleared within the
of the motion because | and my constituents have had enoughst five years. What a nonsense! That land-holder is
experience of the way it operates and the behaviour of somgromoting what we would all like to see, that is, the retention
of these people that it is time they were brought to book. bf native vegetation and the retention of native fauna, and is
begin by referring to the contribution by the member forworking towards creating biodiversity on our farmlands.
Flinders. If any member is not disturbed by the story that haSome of these land-holders have inherited land that was
been put forward by the member for Flinders, | think theylargely cleared, and some of them have been quite happy to
should have a good hard look at themselves. When a farmeee some of it revert to native vegetation and have even
(or anyone) attends a land sale to buy a piece of land that haganted trees, as | have on my farm. That particular land-
been advertised for sale, there is a thing called a sectionfolder said to me that he will never again plant or allow a
document which indicates whether there are any encumbrangiece of native vegetation to grow on his property, and he
es on the land. When you go to a sale, there is usually a boaggvns extensive land-holdings in the South-East.
with these sort of notices on it and you can read the condi- | have another example of Tom Brinkworth, and | am sure
tions of the sale and the section 7 statement. The sectionTdm will not mind my saying this, although | have not
statement with regard to this particular property states thathecked with him. I am sure he will not mind, because I think
there are no easements, no endorsements, no notationspadst people in the house are aware of Tom Brinkworth.
documents affecting this title. That is on the section 7Members probably would be aware that a few years ago, in
statement. The people bought the piece of land in good celebrated case, Tom was dragged through the courts by
faith— this department. | think the first fine was of $313 000 for

TheHon. K.A. Maywald: Sue them. clearing a piece of scrub to build a drain to save the native

Mr WILLIAMS: Sue who? Who is the section 7 vegetation on the Mandina Marshes which had been flooded
statement made out by? It is made out by the lands deparnd had not had a chance to dry out for about seven years.
ment. It is a government document. It is information gleanedrhe only way around it was for him to purchase a property
from the government agencies. That is where the sectiondalled South Flagstaff, with the specific intent, | believe, of
statement comes from. The reality is that this is a piece afligging a drain to divert water from the Mandina Marshes to
land that had been farmed. It had livestock grazing on it, andllow them to dry out, which consequently saved thousands
due to the circumstances of the owner dying and the windingf hectares of native vegetation. | do not know how much
up of the estate, the Native Vegetation Council said, ‘YouTom cleared, but it might have been 10 or 20 acres to build
have gone past the five years, this is now 100 per cent natithis drain. He initially was fined $313 000, | think it was. On
vegetation.’ That is basically what they have done, and theppeal—and it had to be on appeal, because a magistrate
unsuspecting purchaser bears the cost—and the member tgsparently cannot impose a fine that high, so the government
Enfield (and he is a very good member) is disturbed by thelragged him through a higher court—it was upped to | think
robustness of the words. $330 000-odd.

Mr Pengilly interjecting: An honourable member: Outrageous!

Mr WILLIAMS: Well, he probably should be the Mr WILLIAMS: Itis outrageous. | can tell you, Madam
minister. | believe that we put the wrong sort of people on théDeputy Speaker, that | was on that property near that drain
Native Vegetation Council. They have the wrong sort ofwithin the last six months, and that drain has now been
attitude. The attitude that has been described in the instanofficially made part of the Upper South-East drainage
that the member for Flinders has brought to the house is thecheme. The drain that he was fined well over $313 000 for
attitude of the sort of people who have been appointed to theonstructing to save the Mandina Marshes is now officially
Native Vegetation Council. Their attitude is, if you can stoppart of the scheme. This is the sort of people we are dealing
a person from farming a piece of land that has been farmedgith, and members of the government opposite might well be
for the last 100 years and have it naturally revert to nativevondering why we are a bit excited about it on this side. In
vegetation, that is what we should be doing. That is what theithe everyday hurly-burly of what we discuss in this chamber,
attitude is. | have seen them harass land-holders in mthink rarely are there issues that have a greater impact on
electorate, with the idea of having the remnant vegetation oimdividual South Australians than the actions of this organisa-
their farms slowly encroach the whole of their land and takdion, the Native Vegetation Council, and the department
it over. That is their attitude and culture, and that is what thédehind it. They are seriously affecting individuals.
problem with native vegetation is in this state today. The member for Fisher talked about there having been an

They have turned every land-holder and every farmeattitude change, and | think he said farmers are much more
against the long-term preservation of native vegetation in thiprogressive these days and there has been a change of
state. | can cite many examples—and | will cite a few ofattitude. | can tell the member for Fisher that prior to the 2002
them. | have one land-holder who has an extensive properglection | would have agreed with him, and | think the Native
near Kingston in the South-East. He has several large are&@ggetation Council was operating in a fairly balanced way.
of native scrub on the property. He gave permission to thécan tell the member for Fisher that my experience in recent
department to fence corridors across his property to link thesgears is that the good work that has been done in the last
large areas of native vegetation to provide corridors for thd 0 years to change the attitude of the farming community has
fauna to move between them so that we did not have isolatddrgely been undone, because the farming community (which
pockets where there became isolated genetic pools in the now in control of most of the land in South Australia and
native fauna. He did the right thing, he did it voluntarily, andthe continuation of biodiversity across South Australia) has
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been put offside. Those who started to become ‘green’ (som@me patches of native vegetation scrub in some of the
quite green and some to a lesser extent) have been put offialleys and throughout the area. The CFS people endeav-
The stories that the members for Flinders and Finniss haveured to do some cold burns along these local road corridors
brought to the attention of the house and the couple thatdo that, if a fire does come through, the actual intensity of the
have mentioned (and | have more of them) demonstrate tHae is somewhat reduced and, therefore, they can get their fire
attitude of officers in walking into people’s homes and actingtruck units down the road to protect assets and people’s
in an overbearing manner. In one instance in my electorat@roperties and, more importantly, protect people’s lives.
the wife said to the officer, ‘I do not mind if you come back  There was an incident on the day of the Mount Bold fire
next week,'—because the officer said he wanted to comwhere a fire crew was travelling down one of the local roads
back and interview her husband—‘but | want to be hereput had to turn back because the fire was too intense. They
because he is just recovering from a stroke.’ She said ‘Donthad to wait for the fire to burn across the road and let the fire
come on Tuesday, because on Tuesdays | work at the locgbnt go through and, when the intensity reduced, they got
vet's clinic.” When did the officer turn up? On the Tuesday.their unit through to some people’s homes. They went into
| have already brought that matter to the attention of thevhat they call asset protection mode, where they let the fire
house. That is the sort of attitude that has caused the membaurn through the paddocks and scrub and they then position
for Finniss to couch his motion in the terms in which he hastheir unit so that they do save people’s lives, their homes,
| support the motion. | was glad to hear the member fooutbuildings and stock. As | mentioned, the local CFS people
Enfield say that, in his role as chairman of the NRM commit-have endeavoured to carry out cold burns along these
tee, he is interested in these sorts of stories. He believes thezerridors but they have run up against strong bureaucratic
is room to move and that we should be doing somethingpposition. They have carried out cold burns along some of
about this organisation, and | totally agree with thosehese roads, and they have been threatened with quite serious
sentiments. It is time that we sorted it out, not just to protectonsequences if they continue to do so. | would have thought
the mums and dads and the people (and | am greatly cothat such action is absolutely common sense for some of the
cerned about them) but also to protect the future of th@vergrown areas along road corridors.
biodiversity of this state, because we are going about itin the Members know that fire is an integral part of the regenera-
wrong way. tion of native vegetation, so it is not as if they are killing the
Time expired. gum trees or the native vegetation. It is part of a natural cycle.
The CFS has endeavoured to make these local road corridors
Mr GOLDSWORTHY (Kavel): | also am pleased to more accessible in a fire situation, but the bureaucrats have
contribute to the debate on the motion that the member fasaid, ‘No, you can't do that, because you can’t destroy native
Finniss has brought to the house. | would like to speak on @egetation. As a consequence of the member for Finniss
slightly different aspect of this issue, that is, bushfire safetyringing this matter before parliament, | want to highlight this
management. As the shadow minister for emergency servicessue in the house today.
having been born in the Adelaide Hills and having grownup | encourage members (and other folk) to go down to
and continued to live in and represent an electorate inviount Bold and have a look at the local environment. There
arguably, one of the highest fire risk areas of the state, | thinkre literally thousands and thousands of hectares of native
it is important that we raise some of these issues. vegetation surrounding the whole reservoir area. As members
About a fortnight ago (on the Friday, | think) the memberknow, most reservoirs have a significant amount of native
for Heysen and | toured the area of the recent Mount Bold/egetation surrounding the watercourse and the water storage
fires, which occurred in late January in and around the Mourdirea. Millbrook has a lot of scrub around it, and Mount Bold
Bold Reservoir. It was the most significant fire we haveis no different. | do not think it is a tremendous loss, arguab-
experienced in this state this summer and, thankfully, thuly, of native vegetation to cold burn a handful of hectares
far, we have not had a more serious fire to deal withalong local road corridors to potentially save people’s lives,
notwithstanding the fact that the dry seasonal conditions stikkspecially where you have thousands and thousands of
have a long way to go. We still have quite a number of week&ectares just across the other side of the road in the reservoir
to go, | believe, before the season breaks and we camserve itself.
anticipate any decent rain, which will bring an end to the high  The member for Heysen and | drove along the road around
fire risk season. As | said, we toured the fire ground in thehe perimeter of the reservoir. | can tell members that the fire
Mount Bold area with some representatives of the local CFSvas hellishly hot. We looked up to the hills where everything
brigades, and we saw some quite glaring examples of whekgas burnt, including big 10-metre trees. There was nothing
bureaucratic processes had got in the way of sensible fileft of any undergrowth. It was like a moonscape. It was as
safety measures being undertaken. hot as hell up on those hills. So, that is an issue that the
I would like to give a couple of examples. We drove downgovernment and the bureaucracy need to address: if the CFS
a number of different local roads to view where the fire hadbr the local brigades see it necessary to go in and do some
burnt and how extremely close it had come to the propertiesold burning at a minimal level, they should be allowed to do
of some local residents. It was a tragedy that, unfortunatelyhat and not get threatened with some serious consequences.
one property was burnt and a home and some outbuildings | want to pick up on an issue that the member for Enfield
were lost in that fire. That was in an area where it would haveaised in his role as chairman of the Natural Resources
been difficult, arguably, to manage a fire coming through. Committee here in the parliament whereby the CFS and
One issue that was highlighted by the local CFS personnéandowners have real issues with the Native Vegetation
was that the verges of the local roads have become overgrov@ouncil in terms of receiving approvals. Even though,
with different native and non-native understorey speciesarguably, the process has improved in terms of the time it
Quite mature eucalypt trees (stringy-barks and the like) lingakes for the approvals to be granted, it is my information that
these local roads. On the other side of the fence line thi still takes at least three months for those approvals to come
landowners have pretty well open grazing country. There arthrough, which | regard as excessive.
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Time expired. north, out on to the farmland. The local farmers were

willing—and one of them especially said, ‘Look, | can send

Mr PEDERICK (Hammond): | rise to address some my 10 year old boy out with a firelighter, we can do a burn-
issues from the member for Fisher. | think farming practiceack and save everything from being caught.’ Sure, the scrub
have certainly improved, especially in the latter years angvas going to go but, guess what? They were too concerned
especially in confronting drought. | address this issue oveibout contravening DEH regulations, the fire came through,
native vegetation, in support of the member for Finniss, as ifore up the area they were to back-burn, and the fire spread
affects Kangaroo Island, because it does affect the wholg hundreds if not thousands of acres of Mallee country. One
state. There has been good land in the past that has begiing we have to remember here is that the second fall-back
legally cleared but, because the farmer did not keep up, thefie for the CFS that day was the Mallee Highway. Friday
has been regrowth. It is good heavy red ground suitable fayas about 45 degrees—and | was dealing with a fire on my
farming, with no problems of drift, but, due to the way the own property—but no highway was going to stop a fire of
situation is, that land cannot be opened up again. | think thahat intensity, especially with high temperatures forecast for
is a terrible thing to happen, as | speak here today. the whole weekend.

In saying that, | also indicate that we need to leave cover The CFS is a great organisation; | am a member, and many
on sandhills, we need to have cover along fence lines, so longiembers here are too. | have had it on authority that the CFS
as it is managed properly, and farmers recognise thagan override the DEH regulations on burn-back and that sort
especially in light of the recent droughts of 2002 and theof thing. | think there needs to be more clarification on this,
current one we are experiencing. With respect to thesgn education program, and for CFS members to have the
fencing issues, some of our farmers are almost in terror of thguthority to do burn-backs when it is essential, because |
Native Vegetation Council and the Department of Environknow next time it will happen. Farmers lose their fencing and
ment and Heritage when it comes to touching a tree anthey do not get any acknowledgment from the government on
whether they can legally replace a fence. whether it will be paid for or not. | know that since then some

An honourable member: Intimidated. agreements have been reached. A farmer who built six foot

Mr PEDERICK: Yes; absolutely intimidated. They are high fences to keep vermin out has not, | believe to this day,
frightened that they can remove only a metre of scrub line theen compensated adequately. In saying that, farmers still
replace a fence. Anyone who has had anything to do witihneed to have adequate protection on their side of the fence.
fencing knows that you have to get in there with tractors and think more work needs to be done around national parks,
post-hole diggers, etc., to do the job properly. Older membersnd we need more cool burns. Regarding one cool burn at
who were involved in clearing country years ago and whaviessent, | think about 25 per cent of it was to be burnt. They
have participated in tree planting programs know full well thehad a good burn all right; the troops ended up burning about
great resource that trees in the right place can be for a farmirgs per cent, so that saved two more trips down there.
operation. However, people need to be able to run their Fire is a natural thing. People say parks like Ngarkat have
operations without the fear that they will be convicted orhad the guts burned out of it. Someone said that to me on the
penalised just because they replace an old fence that jadio one day when that issue was being discussed. | am well
amongst trees. aware of it; | farmed right next to it at a lease property at

I wish to reflect upon fire issues, especially around parkgintinara. The issue of scrub fires is huge. The biggest pity
like Ngarkat National Park, Flinders Chase on Kangarogs that for some reason, when there is a fire in scrub—and we
Island and Messent further down the South-East. Myhad another one early this year down our way, and the fires
electorate covers about half of the Ngarkat National Parkaeed hitting the next morning to kill them off—the powers
which comprises quite a few thousand hundred hectares @hat be do not wish to spend the money to send planes in
land, and it is regularly on fire with lightening strikes—it because it is not asset protection, it is just scrub. | can tell
seems to attract lightening strikes—but there never seems taembers that when those fires come out of the scrub, then it
be enough fire break work done around the edge of this parks asset protection, and it hits the fan, so to speak. So, we
If you talk to the department, it says that it does not want tlmeed to address this huge issue. Some people need to get out
run the big scrub roller too wide, it does not want to chainof their bureaucratic boxes, come out, have a good drive
anything down, and fire breaks are the farmers’ responsibiliaround and see what goes on in the real world.
ty.

If farmers all ran with that attitude, we would basically be ~ Mr VENNING (Schubert): I rise briefly to commend the
sued right off the land. It is just outrageous that there cannanember for Finniss on raising this matter. As a landowner,
be a 60-metre break, just chained, around the edge. | realisdnave had a fair bit of experience with native vegetation.
rolling a decent break around a park would be too expensivéIso, having been in this place for some years, this matter has
but if it was chained, so you took that crowning effect out ofcertainly been on the agenda many times. When the Native
a fire, it would assist the CFS crews on the edge of the fire/egetation Council was set up, | believe in the first instance
The CFS crews do a great job; they always sit outside a scrulnder a Liberal government, it was done with every good
fire because it is sensible. Why risk your life and get trappedhtention, and it got off to a pretty good start. However, over
in there when you can just sit out on the edge and put it outthe years, one by one, people have been changed over and we
However, without adequate breaks it just does not happemhave had a new type of person getting on to the council, with
The issue with this is that, as soon as a fire does break out,more extreme point of view, and we see that here today.
especially if it is intense because it does not have a decent | received a phone call last week from a constituent who
break, and it is a crowning fire, it just takes off and roarshad a fire go through her property at One Tree Hill just a few
through the farmland. weeks ago. This lady was quite distraught. She has been

On about the weekend of 20 to 22 January last year, whattling with the Native Vegetation Council for many years.
had a fire in Ngarkat. The forecast for the Sunday of thafThey planted all the trees themselves 30 years ago on a
weekend was for 90 knot winds which would force the firevacant block.



2016 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Thursday 8 March 2007

Mr Goldsworthy interjecting: river red gums and many other species of Australian gums do,
Mr VENNING: The member for Kavel reminds me that as do mallees.

he has met this lovely lady. | take my hat off to her. Sheisa Mrs Geraghty: Australians?

widow, battling— Mr VENNING: Australians, yes. The member for Stuart
Members interjecting: knows that prickly agacia does not grow on some roads. By
Mr VENNING: | will not cast aspersions on any of my the letter of the law, if they came up there they would know

constituents. She has photographs of the block she and H&2t they just disappeared and instead would see a beautiful
late husband bought 30 years ago when they planted all the@¥€nue of river red gums.
trees; now she cannot touch them or even trim them off the Debate adjourned.
fence line. She cannot put in a firebreak. She cannot sell the
property or develop it, because the people on either side of
her block were allowed to develop the land into housing. Of
course, they now want that space left as open space. We have MATTER OF PRIVILEGE
been here before, haven't we?

This lady has a property she cannot sell, nor can she MsCHAPMAN (Deputy L eader of the Opposition): |
protect her stock with firebreaks. What can she do? She hage on a matter of privilege.
been to court so many times. She comes from a family of Members interjecting:
some means, but | think that the money that has been wasted The SPEAK ER: Order!
in courts over the years on this matter is totally regrettable. pscHAPMAN: Mr Speaker, | believe that a member of
If you have planted the trees, you should be able to harveg;g chamber—specifically, the Treasurer—has knowingly
them. They do not want to strip the property, because theynq deliberately misled the house, and | ask that you rule a
love the trees and the animals. They just want to be able tgjm3 facie case has been made.

protect their property and their animals from a fire. No doub Yesterday the member for Unley asked the Treasurer what
the member for Kavel and | will deal with this issue, and allhe meant when he told opponents of the grandstand at
| can say to my constituent is, ‘Hang in there,”because | think jicioria park, ‘I'll fix you. In response to the question the
the worm could turn. She has been bullied for years; a lessgfeasyrer denied making these comments and denied
person would have submitted. | will not name her, althoughreatening anyone. He advised the house ‘I reject that. | deny
the member for Kavel did to me (yes; itis the same personkyat | have no recollection of that at all, and I will take it up
and | say to her, ‘Good on you. We'll do all we can for you." \yith my legal advisers. The Treasurer continued to answer
Another case in Angaston involved a person who had aghe questions and went on to say, ‘I did not threaten anybody
excellent record in relation to the environment and nativeyn that day.
vegetation, and their name is known to many MPs. A creek Today, Mr Speaker, | will make available for your
on her property was full of rubbish and junk, which sheconsideration copies of three statutory declarations—
cleaned out. She brought in some building fill, filled in the Members interjecting:
gully, capped it over with dirt and planted some trees. Itwas The SPEAKER: Order!
beautiful, but along came the EPA and Native Veg and said, s CHAPMAN: —from three separate witnesses. One
‘You can't do that. You can't put building fill in there. You s from Mmr Hudson, and it states:

didn’t get approval,’ and, of course, all hell broke loose. o
. , . . At one stage he turned around from the cameras and shouted, ‘I'll
This woman’s record is fantastic. The local Landcar?ﬁet you; I'll fix you.

[Stting suspended from 1 to 2 p.m.]

group told me that this poor woman had been vilified—an .

she had been. That was some 18 months ago, and we ha ge one from Mr Groves states: )

positive result: we won. However, the woman should nevey, Mr Flt_)ley react%q violently, ‘?‘t,li)][.‘e stage thr,eatﬁnmg members of
had been put through this. Why did they not have the guts qrheaeg%L%?;Onuc%%n'tggéﬁtmg’ Plifix you. You're the rudest group
the courage to ring her or me and arrange an on-site inspeg: . .
tion? That would have been the fair thing to do but, oh no,‘?hefr_e IS agwth?{ stgtutory dtecFIzarag?n f\r/lorlrll Mr I\:Ir?xwelll thatt
they dob her in and have their inspector with his camera offonfirms 'Sd".’l Findan(t:ﬁ 6]} I unadie " ta ont. € relevan
the property, without permission, taking pictures. That is nof¢¢asIon and includes the foliowing statement. _
the way to do things. It is deliberately provocative. The way | turned, and saw Mr Foley about 4 metres away, speaking

: : : : . ~aggressively to a group of 2 or 3 people, one of whom was Mr Mike
to do things, particularly when MPs are involved, is to ring Hudson. Mr Foley was saying words to the close effect of ‘If you

them up and arrange to discuss the matter on site. don’t back off I'l. - . *, atwhich point I interjected loudly enough for

In relation to roadside vegetation—the main issue raised!! present to hear. ‘Are you threatening us Mr Foley?' He immedi-
in the motion moved by the member for Finniss—over thetely stopped speaking and turned away.
years, as a landowner living on the farm all my life, | I will make copies of all three of these statutory declarations
understand fire control. | acknowledge how we appreciate owavailable to you, as well as the originals being made available
native species, our flora and fauna. If anyone wants to confer your inspection, Mr Speaker.
to my farm, | will show them how my wife and | have had a | believe that the Treasurer has knowingly and deliberately
15-year program of tree planting. We are very proud of oumisled this house in a way that materially affects our
trees, and we just love them—but | do not love them all.deliberations. In view of the above | ask that you rule that
There are some natives | do not like, and one is pricklthere is a prima facie case of breach of privilege by the
acacia, which grows over the road like a cancer out offreasurer. Also, | believe that the truth of this matter can only
control. When it gets to that point, it becomes very costly tdbe determined by the establishment of a privileges committee.
control, and the only way to get rid of it is to push it out with It will be vitally important that the signatories to those
bulldozers and burn it. However, as the member for Stuarstatements (which were signed under oath) be interviewed by
will tell you, prickly acacia does not grow on our roads, butyou and by the privileges committee. Therefore, | not only
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ask you to rule that there is a prima facie case of misleading RAIL CROSSINGS
the house, | also ask you to give precedence to a motion to . . )
establish a privileges committee to examine the question of, 15- Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: How much funding will be

. . Il i il i fety i | hati
whether the Treasurer did mislead the house on 7 Mar 3 %%tgﬁti,ool#?ﬁéa\,?,gg iﬁ'bgﬂiﬂg?gﬁe?g’ inrural areas and whatis

2007. TheHon. PF. CONLON: The Minister for Road Safety has

The SPEAKER: | will look at the information that the Pro"ggsgoth%;(t’gfw'gg g”;?_rlflﬁoar:'or?és been allocated for safet

: ; Xi y $1.3 milli y

deputy leader wishes to prQVIde to me and report back to th|(f3‘nprovements at eleven rail crossings in rural areas. Priorities for
house. However, | would like to point out that matters ofjeye| crossing improvements are determined on the basis of risk
privilege should be brought to the house at the earliesfcore through use of the nationally adopted Australian Level
opportunity. The house has been sitting since 10.30 a.m. arfifossing Assessment Model (ALCAM). The crossings to be
the deputy leader was in the chamber earlier today. It j§TProved are in order of their ALCAM score.
something that should be brought to the house straight away
rather than later on in the day. | will consider the matter and INDONESIA AIR CRASH SUPPORT

report back to the house. _ , The Hon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | seek leave to make
MsCHAPMAN: | would like to raise a point of order, 5 ministerial statement.

Mr Speaker. For clarification, the third statement | referred Leave granted
to today came to my attention about one hour ago, and it has TheHon. M.D .RANN' | join with all South Australians
been included. to express my deepest sympathies and to send my condo-

TheHon. P.F. Conlon: That's not a point of order. lences to the victims of the tragic air crash in Indonesia
The SPEAKER: Order! yesterday morning. This disaster occurred in Yogyakarta on
the island of Java many thousands of kilometres from
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE Adelaide. But this tragedy has reverberated across our nation

and, indeed, across our state. As a nation with a relatively
The SPEAKER: | direct that the written answers to small population, a tragedy such as this affects not just a
guestions as detailed in the schedule | now table be distribusingle state or city but the entire community, and | am well

ed and printed itHansard: Nos 144, 154 and 155. aware that many South Australians are close friends of those
who are missing. Up to 22 people are missing and presumed
SCHOOLS, ST JOHN'SGRAMMAR dead from this crash. Among them five Australians are

_ missing. Another three Australians are battling severe
144. Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: Why was funding for a physical injuries, including serious burns, as well as having

pedestrian activated crossing on Upper Sturt Road—Belair, near : : : : : :
John's Grammar School, not included in the 2006-07 Budget an deal with the incredible trauma of having been involved in

will it be included in the next Budget? such a devastating accident. Fortunately, two other Aus-
TheHon. PF. CONLON: The Minister for Road Safety tralians have escaped this ordeal with relatively minor
provides the following information: injuries. Some survivors have terrible injuries, with many

The Department for Transport, Energy and Infrastructure (DTEIsuffering bad burns from the fire that erupted when the plane
has advised that this project was submitted for consideration ofrash-landed.
funding in the 2006-07 financial year. Due to other competing  aq nart of a national coordinated effort, South Australia

priorities, this project was not successful in securing funding. is plavi . tant role in thi ian. While all oth
DTEI has advised that this project will be re-submitted for IS playing an important role in this campaign. lie all other

consideration of funding in the 2007-08 financial year. states have medical teams on standby, the only state that has
been asked to send their medical team to Darwin to help
VEHICLE LICENCES burns victims is the team from South Australia. All South

Australians will know of Dr Bill Griggs and his tremendous
154. Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: What arrangements are in work both in Adelaide and overseas in helping people in

place to verify the identity and bona-fides of people applying forimes of great need. He is internationally recognised.
motor vehicle licenses and phot0|dent|f|cat|0ns,partlcularlywhereD Gri is the head of the t it at the Roval Adelaid
the applicant is non-english speaking? rriggs Is the head or the trauma unit at the Royal Adelaide

The Hon. PF. CONLON: The Minister for Road Safety has Hospital. He is also a reservist with the Royal Australian Air
provided the following information: Force. This distinguished South Australian has a proud

‘Non-English speaking licence applicants have to meet the santéistory of pitching in, in true Australian style, and he has
Evidence of Identity requirements as English speaking applicants tpreviously been awarded an AM for his humanitarian work.
verify their identity and residential address. When victims of the 2002 Bali bombings began arriving

On 9 October 2006, the Department for Transport, Energy angy parwin for urgent medical treatment, Dr Griggs was there
Infrastructure introduced the National Transport Commissio '

n - g . .
Guidelinesfor Evidence of Identity for driver licensing and vehicle providing his expertise. He also _travelled, | am told, to _the
registration transactions. The guidelines are a national initiativélevastated Banda Aceh following the 2004 tsunami to
developed to reduce the incidence of identity fraud and are aprovide emergency treatment on the ground. Dr Griggs and
enhancement to previous evidence of identity requirements for thghe eminent Western Australian burns specialist and former

issue of a drivers I|cence_. L Australian of the Year, Dr Fiona Wood, have been sent to
Where a person applies to convert an overseas driver’s Ilcenc‘?ogyakarta to treat the survivors of this latest tragedy.

to a South Australian driver’s licence they are required to meet fulb 8 . .
evidence of identity requirements. This involves a minimum of threeDr Griggs was diverted to Indonesia yesterday from East

identity documents, one to establish identity, one to establish théimor where he was serving with Australian defence
identity is used in the community and one to confirm residentialpersonnel.

address. Meanwhile, a burns team from the Royal Adelaide

Foreign birth certificates are not accepted as an evidence of, :
identity document as their authenticity cannot be verified. |n?-|osp|ta|, headed by burns surgeon Dr John Greenwood,

addition, where a foreign licence is written in a language other thaMvould have just arrived in Darwin to provide expert treatment
English, an official translation of the licence must also be producedfor survivors. Dr Greenwood, the director of the Royal
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Adelaide Hospital’s burns unit, also worked on Bali bomb-Works, we seek to broaden school subject choices, especially
ings victims at the RAH and was honoured for his work withwhere local demographics have changed over time and there
a member of the Order of Australia. He is joined by Dr Rogerare insufficient students to provide real choices and oppor-
Capps, a senior anaesthetist at the Royal Adelaide Hospitaunities. We also want our schools to be better connected to
He was also a member of the South Australian team thaither services for children and families, and this is the
travelled to Banda Aceh after the tsunami. The team alsapproach Education Works is taking.
includes nurses Stuart Harper and Cassie Purvey who work There are two major elements at the heart of this program.
in the burns unit. We have an outstanding internationallyThe first involves working with school and preschool
recognised burns unit here in Adelaide, and I think it is verycommunities in Adelaide’s northern and western suburbs to
significant that they have been asked by commonwealtbstablish six brand new schools. It is worth telling the house
authorities to immediately deploy to Darwin to assist withthat, at this stage, 17 communities have demonstrated their
burns victims. confidence in this program by voting for their schools to be
We also have another team of doctors and nursegart of the new school communities and, for that to occur, for
Australian Defence Force medical reservists, on standby tihe old schools to close. School and preschool leaders and
travel to Darwin to assist if required. | understand that theygoverning councils will contribute to planning as we work
come from the Lyell McEwin Hospital and the Flinders forward during the next few months towards planning the
Medical Centre. These very dedicated doctors and nurses takailding of those schools over the next five years.
with them the best wishes of all South Australians. We hope The second major element involves an invitation to all
their expertise and skills can help the victims in their battleschools and preschools across the state to examine how we
to survive and guide them towards recovery. might better deliver local services to children in a more
After the Bali bombings | visited the Royal Adelaide effective, efficient and creative manner. To support this
Hospital burns unit where | saw the immense dedication ofnvitation, the government will re-invest up to $82 million in
a team that was working round the clock to save the lives ofavings to improve schools and preschools. This stage of
people who others had said would not be able to survive. Onieducation Works may see some schools combine with others;
year later, | visited the burns unit again for an anniversarjt may occur by reconfiguring and improving a range of
commemoration and met with burns victims who at that stageervices on to school grounds. However, | make it clear that
were at the edge of their life and who were all commendingpur government will not force a single school to close without
the burns unit for saving their life. | think all South the support and the decision-making of a local community,
Australians can be very proud that our doctors and nurses auslike the Liberals—

volunteering to assist at this tragic time. Membersinterjecting:
The SPEAKER: Order!
EDUCATION WORKS TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: —who closed more
than 60 schools with no consultation.

TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa- Members interjecting:
tion and Children’s Services): | seek leave to make a  The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the members for Morphett
ministerial statement. and MackKillop.

Leave granted. TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: However, | make it

TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: Irisetoday toinform  clear that, as part of this program, our government will not
the house of the government’s next steps in our long-terrslose a single school without consultation and the full
plan to provide the highest quality education for all Southagreement of the school communities, unlike the previous
Australian children. As members may recall, | advised the. iberal government.
house last September of a range of measures taking place Dr McFETRIDGE: On a point of order, Mr Speaker, the
under the umbrella of our Education Works initiatives. statement made by the minister that the Liberals did not
Overall, Education Works involves a massive investment o€onsult is not true; we consulted.
$216 million into our schools and preschools. This is an  The SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of order. If
investment in brand new and improved schools; it is atmembers take frivolous points of order, | will name them.
investment in the future of our children. In addition, we areThe Minister for Education.
investing in new trade schools and new children’s centres for Mr WILLIAMS: Point of order, Mr Speaker.
families and young children. This is a significant investment The SPEAKER: The member for MacKillop is really
to improve opportunities for children by creating betterrisking things. Are you sure that you want to take this point
schools and preschools after years of neglect by the formef order? It had better be a good one.

Liberal government. Mr WILLIAMS: Yes, sir. The minister has been given

Education Works also involves working with school leave of the house to make a ministerial statement, which
communities to develop more creative and effective servicesloes not give her leave to debate, and | believe the minister
In doing so, savings will be ploughed back into schools ands straying into debate.
preschools. The result will be better opportunities for Membersinterjecting:
children, both now and for future generations. This is a TheSPEAKER: Order! There is nothing in the standing
central objective of the South Australian Strategic Plan. Therders to prevent ministers debating; they are given leave of
Education Works measures will help to reform and renewvthe house. It is only in answering questions that ministers are
South Australia’s education system by building on the manyot permitted to debate. The member for MacKillop might
successes already occurring in local schools and preschoolgant to check the standing order.

Every time | visit schools and children’s services, | come TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: | will repeat that we
away inspired by the many innovative ways in which teachersvill not close schools without the support and consultation
and other staff help children to develop, learn and build thef the local communities. Unlike the Liberals, where schools
skills and values they need for the future. Through Educatiomere closed, our approach is to listen, consult and work with
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school communities to improve the schools and services TheHon. P.F. CONLON: | apologise, sir.

locally. For example, we will be investing funds back into the  The SPEAKER: | will not give warnings and simply ask
three small regional schools, namely, Farrell Flat Primarymembers to withdraw when they use unparliamentary
Raukkan Aboriginal School, and Meningie Area School,language.

following the consolidation of smaller schools. We will be

supporting the activity that has occurred with Narrung COMMON GROUND PROJECT

Primary, which has closed, and the students’ relocation to

either Raukkan or Meningie. As | said, we will not close = MSTHOMPSON (Reynell): Can the Minister for
schools without full agreement of the communities. We havélousing update the house on the progress of the Common
had 17 of the local communities, which will form the basis Ground project?

of our six new schools, vote to be part of that program. Aswe TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Hous-

take the next step | am confident that many more communing): | am delighted to update the house on an announcement
ties across South Australia will contribute to improvingwe were able to make this morning, together with the
services as we work together to reinvest, revitalise an®remier, Monsignor David Cappo and Mr Theo Maris, the
rebuild public schools in this state after many years ofthair of the Common Ground Group Adelaide. This group

previous neglect. has been formed—a group of eminent business people have
come together—partnering with government and the non-
PAPER TABLED government sector to engage in this innovative new project.
It revolves around the purchase of a landmark building on
The following paper was laid on the table: Light Square that will redeveloped to become Common
By the Attorney-General (Hon. M.J. Atkinson)— Ground Adelaide. Common Ground is inspired by our
Legal Services Commission of South Australia—ReportThinker in Residence, Roseanne Haggerty, who set up an
2005-06, Erratum. innovative model to tackle homelessness in her home city of
New York, and it has spread all across the American
QUESTIONTIME continent.
Roseanne has visited Adelaide twice to give us her ideas
UNPARLIAMENTARY LANGUAGE about reducing homelessness, including the Common Ground

proposal and her final report, ‘Smart Moves: Spending to

TheHon. |.F. EVANS (Leader of the Opposition): Will Saving, Streets to Home’ was also released today. Common
the Treasurer now apologise for calling the Deputy Leader osround is recognised internationally for its effectiveness in
the Opposition a ‘bitch’ during yesterday’s parliamentaryhousing people who have been chronically homeless and
sitting? Yesterday, three members of the opposition heard thEeople with complex health issues or a disability. What
Treasurer use that term to describe the deputy leader.  separates Common Ground from traditional processes for

TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Transport): Can  homelessness is that it builds a community, which includes
| say—I think it is one of the most disgraceful things | havestable housing for a range of people with different needs and
seen in the house—that at the time in question | was sittingbilities, but it also provides on-site support services.
right next to the Deputy Premier; | did not hear any such The development of the former Sands and McDougall
thing. There were three women sitting behind the Deputyuilding in Light Square will be the first capital project as
Premier who did not hear any such thing. One was th@art of Common Ground Adelaide Limited, a partnership
member up there. Can | say, too, that the only member at theetween the state government and these business leaders. The
time who claimed to hear it had just finished a conversatiomlevelopment itself will comprise 60 long-term units for
with the member for Mawson where he explained to him henomeless people and low income earners. The government
was 30 per cent deaf in one ear. Now, | do not know what Mihas provided $5 million to kickstart the Common Ground
Pengilly thought he heard, but | sat right next to the Deputyproject, and we are already raising further funding from a
Premier; no such comment was made. The member faange of sources—cash donations and, importantly, in kind
Torrens sat right behind him and heard no such comment; thdgonations from law firms, architects, builders and a whole
member for Bright was sitting behind him and heard no suchiange of people with whom we are trying to build partner-
comment. | find it extraordinary that somebody 30 per cenships. Adelaide City Council has indicated that it is prepared
deaf could hear something that we couldn’t hear sitting righto come on board with contributions of noise attenuation
next to him. material and some works providing some private open space

This is just another piece of slur. They have not been abla and around these facilities. Half of the facility will provide
to win an issue; they have not been able to win an argumenipng-term accommodation for previously homeless people,
they have not been able to recover in the polls; they have nethile the other 30 units will be available for low income
been able to control their own president. | mean, if you wanearners such as students, artists and hospitality workers—the
to talk about people calling people names—what was it—sort of people who need affordable accommodation in the
‘weak and gutless’, and we cannot use some of the othamity.
words. The fact is that they have not been able to win an issue Pending planning approval, the first stage of the develop-
so they are engaged in what they do best: slur, slur, slur. Thayent is expected to be completed by the end of the year and

are a bunch of grubs and they should all apologise. will involve the refurbishment of the current heritage listed
Members interjecting: building to provide 40 units, and stage 2 of the development
The SPEAKER: Order! will include the construction of a new building with 20 units
Members interjecting: on top of what is an existing car park area, which we hope

The SPEAKER: Order! Any use of pejorative terms will be finished by the end of 2008.
should not be used. The Minister for Transport knows full  As the Premier said at the announcement this morning,
well that that language is unparliamentary. Common Ground has captured the essence of the South
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Australian Strategic Plan, which set a number of target&ngland and signed an agreement with Thomas Bruman of
around our state and, importantly, halving homelessness wa&8OMAD to get an annual WOMAD in South Australia. At
an important target. That plan called for a whole ofthe time critics, including some leading arts commentators,
community effort, and what is so pleasing about this newderided this, that this would destroy WOMAD and that
initiative is that it brings in a whole range of partners whoattendances would go down.

have never collaborated before. It is an innovative new In fact, attendances went up massively and the annual
project and deals with one of the most important entrenched/ OMADelaide continues to gain momentum, not only in
social policy issues—homelessness—and | am very proud faublic acclaim but also in critical acclaim and attendances.

have been part of the launch today. I am hopeful that we will get the same response with the
Fringe going annual for the first time. This year the Fringe
MINISTERIAL STANDARDS consists of more than 400 events, 323 of which are perform-

ing arts events and 83 visual arts exhibitions. Having

TheHon. 1.F. EVANS: Given the behaviour of the achieved an amazing reputation right around the world, the
Deputy Premier yesterday, using language in the house suelent is now attracting performers from far and wide. A
as ‘grub’ and allegedly ‘bitch’ and the Deputy Premier's strong contingent of 60 events has been registered from
aggressive behaviour towards many individuals and lobbyountries such as Portugal, Japan, Ireland, Italy, Canada, the
groups, can the Premier explain how the behaviour of theJjSA, the United Kingdom and more. However, most
Deputy Premier remains acceptable under the Premierignportantly, the Fringe is playing an important role as a
ministerial code of conduct? platform for our local emerging independent artists.

TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | know that you will A total of 346 Australian artists have registered, 219 of
listen to me in absolute silence, because the people of Souifhom are from South Australia. It is an incubator for local
Australia would not only insist but demand that we behaveaalent. Comedy, music, cabaret, dance, theatre, literature and
in a way that is befitting the conduct of parliamentaryexhibitions will dominate the line-up. However, there will be
business. Last night this house dealt with what | regard as one number of other events during the Fringe. The Fuse
of the most important pieces of legislation that we have dealrestival, FreshBAIT, the Future Music Festival, Share-
with in a long time, climate change legislation, which puts usHHOUSE—a program where artists share skills with each
into a world leadership position. | was appalled by theother—WORKhouse—a program of master classes for the
behaviour and insulting remarks of members of the Soutlgeneral public, the fabulous new opening night party—and
Australian Liberal opposition. This was an important issugl am hoping to see all members of parliament there: maybe
and you decided to act like kindergarten kids, and that ishey could put the events of the past few days behind them
unfair to kindergarten kids. My plea to all members ofin the spirit of shared celebration and fellowship—and the

parliament is: calm down and cool it. Adelaide International Busking Festival will all contribute to
Mr PISONI: On a point of order, | participated in that making the Fringe a rich tapestry of events.

debate yesterday and I did not hear any of that. Festivals are worth millions of dollars to the local
The SPEAKER: There is no point of order. economy. As well as supporting our tourism industry, they

TheHon. M.D. RANN: Yesterday, under the cover of showcase our local artists, helping them to find audiences and
parliamentary privilege, it was alleged that somehow orproviding employment for many arts workers. As Melvin
television the Deputy Premier acted violently. That means télansell wrote inThe Advertiser of 13 July 2006:
assault someone. | happen to believe that, if the Deputy These major artistic festivals give Adelaide a major international
Premier had acted violently and assaulted someone in froffgvour, attract thousands of visitors and, deservedly, make South
of television cameras, that would have led the national newgustralia the festival state.

That is clearly untrue. That is clearly misleading thisIn 2006 | am advised that Fringe audience numbers totalled
parliament. That is clearly putting something down on papeglmost 908 000 for ticketed and free events, and itis pleasing
that is patently an act of perjury. To accuse the Deputyo note that around a third of these people were attending a
Premier of assaulting someone in front of television cam¥ringe event for the first time. Tickets for this year’s event
eras—does the opposition honestly believe that the media lient on sale on 1 February, and advanced sales have been
this state would not use that vision? | think that it is verybooming. To date, a massive 60 000 tickets have been sold—
important for all members of parliament to remember thaB0 per cent above the festival’s own estimates for this point
they are elected by the people of South Australia, and to caliim time. Indeed, several shows have already sold out,

down and cool it and concentrate on the real issues. including Dylan Moran, Chopper arighby Rave, the dance
and music event for children under four years of age.
ARTS, MAJOR EVENTS What is more, a number of acts have not been able to wait

until the official start of the festival, with the Garden of
MsCICCARELLO (Norwood): Willthe Premier advise  Unearthly Delights opening in Rundle Park on 1 March, and
the house about major arts events for the coming weeks? it was great to be there with the rap dancers and hip hop
TheHon. M.D. RANN (Minister for the Arts): It is  people late on Friday night.
good that we are dealing with real issues rather than made-up Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:
issues. Today is the first day in over three weeks of artistic  TheHon. M.D. RANN: No; | offered to do the twist. The
festivities, with the opening party of the Fringe Festivalfestival excitement does not stop there. For three nights and
tonight and the 15th WOMAD opening tomorrow night. two days from tomorrow, the green and normally tranquil
During the 2006 election campaign, | announced that undeBotanic Gardens will be the venue of a great coming
a re-elected Labor government the Adelaide Fringe wouldogether—the explosion of sound, colour and sensuous
become an annual event. Starting tonight, this is the firsthovement that is WOMADelaide. The temporary Global
annual Fringe, and already the annual format is proving to b¥illage within Botanic Park will offer up nothing short of a
a success. A few years ago, in 2002 or 2003, | went tdhanquet—performances by more than 300 artists from 20
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countries on six stages; various forms of roving entertainafternoon by the Court of Criminal Appeal against John
ment; a rich visual arts program; fascinating workshops; antleonard Knott?
so many other things to nourish the head and the heart. TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): John

It is the 15th anniversary of this wonderful event in Leonard Knott's horrific home invasion at Mount Osmond
Adelaide. Figures recorded for the 2006 event showed thait 1998 prompted a public outcry led by the late Mrs lvy
there were a record 75 000 attendances at WOMADelaide laSkoronski. Tens of thousands of South Australians petitioned
year—28 per cent higher than the previous year. So much féhe then Liberal government to change the law so that
the doomsayers who said it would be a flop if we made ibreaking into a home, knowing that the occupants were
annual! WOMADelaide organisers are set to do it again thigpresent or being recklessly indifferent as to whether the
year, with the festival set to smash its own attendancesccupants were present, should be a separate and more
record. At this stage, ticket sales are tracking well aboveerious crime than simple break and enter. The heinous crime
where they were at the same time last year, which was thghocked the public and, together with lvy's campaign, led to
record year. a change in the law. The effects on the prison population of

We expect a major influx of visitors from interstate andthat change in the law was seen after the Rann government
overseas for the event as well. Of the spectators last year-came to office.
and this is very important for all members interested in  Mr Williams: One more prisoner.
tourism—10 270 were visitors to South Australia from  The SPEAKER: Order!
interstate or overseas, 78 per cent of whom would not have TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | am sorry that the member
made the trip to Adelaide if it was not for WOMADelaide. for MacKillop does not treat this matter with due seriousness.
That is big for local restaurants, hotels, motels, clubs, discoknott broke into the Mount Osmond home of Grantley and
karaoke bars (where you might find the Minister for Infra- Jill Hall in November 1998 by smashing his way through the
structure and me) and also, of course, local pubs. couple’s dining room window. He was wearing a stocking

WOMADelaide is just one of the brilliant blend of major mask and was armed with a hammer. Knott robbed the
events happening in South Australia this March, with thecouple, tied them up, held them captive that way for seven
Adelaide Fringe and 2007 World Police and Fire Games alsbours, then bludgeoned them with the hammer causing
set to entertain and enthral locals and visitors alike. Lasterrible injuries to them both. Knott was caught by police in
night, during an extraordinary performance while debating2g002 using DNA evidence. On 2 November last year, Knott
the climate change bill, | thought that, perhaps, we shoultvas sentenced by Her Honour Judge Marie Shaw in the
have played Barry Manilow music to calm down the opposi-District Court. The sentence imposed by her honour was six
tion, because | understand that is what is being used byears and three months head sentence with a two years and

Queensland councils to stop riots! three months non-parole period, taking into account that
Knott had already spent nine months in custody before his
VISITORSTO PARLIAMENT release on bail.

After my request last year for a report on this matter, the
The SPEAKER: | neglected to mention earlier the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions informed me
presence in the chamber today of students from Our Lady dhat the judge’s starting point for the sentence was 11 years.
the Sacred Heart College, who are guests of the member fdudge Shaw then reduced the 11 years to 8% years for Knott's
Enfield; students from Naracoorte South Primary Schoolplea, his remorse and his willingness to cooperate in the
who are guests of the member for MacKillop; and studentsourse of justice—a discount of about 22 per cent. Judge
from the Adelaide Language Centre, who are guests of thBhaw then reduced the 8% years to seven years on account

member for Adelaide. of the totality principle and that this sentence should be partly
concurrent with Judge Muecke’s sentence for Knott's prior
MEDICAL EQUIPMENT conviction for a crime subsequent to the Mount Osmond

home invasion. The Office of the DPP told me that it intended
MsCHAPMAN (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):  to appeal the sentence imposed by Judge Shaw.
Why did the Premier announce during last year's state TheHon. M.D. Rann: And quite rightly so.
election that his government would buy a $2.9 million cardiac  The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: The Premier says ‘quite
MRI for the Royal Adelaide Hospital when the specialists inrightly so’. The appeal was lodged on the basis that the
this field did not ask for it and had not identified this piecesentence of seven years failed to reflect the seriousness of
of equipment as a priority for cardiac clinical services?  two armed robberies and falsely imprisoning two people in
TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Health): This issue their home for seven hours and then beating them with a
has been raised a number of times by some of the cardioltvammer and causing skull fractures to them both. The Office
gists who have different views to those at the RAH. | amof the DPP told me that in its opinion her honour had erred
advised that this is an important piece of equipment, and i using the totality principle to reduce further the sentence
will be well used. Unfortunately, there are various points ofoeyond what was necessary and that Judge Shaw failed to
view amongst the clinicians who deal with this issue. Som@ive adequate weight to the principle of general deterrence
believe that it should have been placed in another locatiorgiven the nature of these offences. The Office of the DPP also
However, it is the view of the government that, based on thadvised that it was their view that the sentence pronounced
best advice through the department, this is a good decisiohy Judge Shaw failed to maintain standards of punishment for
offences of armed robbery and offending of this nature.
KNOTT, Mr J.L. The Premier and | expressed disappointment with this
sentence at the time, and itis my view that this sentence was
MsSIMMONS (Morialta): Will the Attorney-General certainly at the extreme lenient end of the spectrum. | am
inform the house about the judgment handed down thipleased to say that the Leader of the Opposition agreed with
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me at the time and, indeed, referring to an interview on ABCcontinues to attack the great work that occurs in the hospitals
Radio, David Bevan said: in South Australia, particularly by the specialists in our
Your Leader, lain Evans, is quoted in the paper this morning aflospitals. As a government, we are investing heavily in the
saying ‘The sentence was inadequate on the face of it and an appéwalth system of South Australia. In the most recent budget
should be lodged urgently’. Do you agree with your Leader? — \ye announced an extra $640 million of activity and capital
Isobel Redmond then said: works in our hospitals. | am proud of our achievements in this
No. | hadn't had a chance to talk to lain before that comment wa@rea. | am particularly proud that we are investing very
made and | can fully understand that anyone seeing that result woultieavily in the world-class cardiac team at the Royal Adelaide
expect that an appeal should be lodged but | think that again igjospital.
something that the DPP needs to consider.
Abraham said: NORTHERN EXPRESSWAY
So you need to give him a little basic lesson in the law?

Isobel Redmond responded: Mr PICCOLO (Light): My question is to the Minister

Well no. 1 don’ ive lain a basic | i the law. | think for Transport. Has the department had discussions on an
e el dontunttogive fain 3 basiclesson  he bk opion for a new road west of Port Wakeield Road described
might think and my job as Shadow— y the Oppo_smon as_ a ‘secret pl_an ? )
Abraham said: Mr Hamilton-Smith: It's the TII’.SI we have heard of it.

Well he's the Leader of the Opposition TheHon. PF. CONLON (M inister for Transport):

; ) And he confirms it. He says it is the first they have heard of
Isobel Redmond said: it. They were his words. Oddly enough, there have been some

That's right but my job as the Shadow Attorney-General. ..  discussions on this road, and | will come to all those in a
And it went on. | am pleased to say that, after the news, thioment. But, understand, sir—
opposition leader rang in and recanted. This afternoon, the Mr Hamilton-Smith interjecting:

Court of Criminal Appeal heard the appeal against Judge TheHon. PF. CONLON: Sir, the behaviour has been so
Shaw’s sentence— good up till now. | do not know what it is. I try to be good

Mr Goldsworthy interjecting: myself, but they just provoke me. As usual, the member for

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: No, that was a direct quote. Waite, who is such a stickler for accuracy, was in here
| am pleased to tell the house that Knott’s head sentence wagsterday trying to convince everyone that there was some
increased to 12 years and nine months and his nonparosecret conspiracy to build a new road. He did not quite
period increased to 8 years gaol. That is an increase of neardxplain why it would be a conspiracy, but there was some
double the original head sentence and more than double ttkénd of clandestine plan to build a road. The problem was—

original nonparole period. The system has worked. Mr Hamilton-Smith: Why didn’t you fess up to it
Members interjecting: earlier?
The SPEAKER: Order! | will wait until there is order TheHon. P.F. CONLON: Please, everyone, take note:
before | call the Deputy Leader of the Opposition. why didn’t | fess up to it earlier? Please take note of that
interjection, as well. But | will start in estimates last year
MEDICAL EQUIPMENT when the member for Waite asked me about the changes to

. the scope of the Northern Expressway. One of the things |
MsCHAPMAN (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):  ¢aiq to Eim was this— P y g

Given that the Queen Elizabeth Hospital has had a cardiac T an.Qmithe ;

MRI imager since 2001 and has established a recognised Xlr: Eoﬁgﬂfgglesragr:bg'd\ye?u Iagged it then, too.
team of specialists, how is it that the Premier claimed during N y : )

the March 2006 election that the Rann government’s purchase TheHon. PF. CONLON: They are very rude. | stated:

of a cardiac imager for the Royal Adelaide Hospital would ~ Changes have been made in the Port Wakefield section because
be the first ever cardiac imager in a public hospital in thid am advised there is contemplation of future works on Port Road.
state and that the Royal Adelaide Hospital was the onlylhere is the secret. | am not very good at keeping a secret, am
hospital with internationally recognised expertise in thisl? But, since then—

developing field? Mr Hamilton-Smith: That was very illuminating.
Members interjecting: TheHon. P.F. CONLON: No, wait for it: it was not very
The SPEAKER: Order! | will wait for order before | call illuminating and it has been kept from him. No-one has told

the minister. him, no-one knows about it, and it has all been a big secret.

TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Health): The deputy  On 30 January this year the departmental officials met with
leader shows an extraordinary attitude to her questioning ithe Committee for Adelaide Roads, the RAA, the South
relation to health issues. | think that, during the previousAustralian Road Transport Authority and Business SA and
week that we were sitting, she asked me a series of questiodscussed a range of possible future AusLink projects,
in relation to mental health, and | kept telling her,’ No, I amincluding a new road west of Port Wakefield Road. It is not
not the Minister for Mental Health, but | will get advice’. such a well-kept secret so far, is it? But, of course, the
Today she asks questions about health, but not to me, tteember for Waite will tell you they are all Labor stooges—
Minister for Health, but to the Premier. | just make it clear Business SA, the RAA, SARTA, and the Committee for
that | look after the health issues. My colleague ministetAdelaide Roads. Itis a pretty good secret. But wait for it. As
Gago looks after mental health issues and the Premier— far as | recall, there is a coalition government in Canberra. It

Members interjecting: may not be there in a few months, but that is as far as | can
The SPEAKER: Order! recall. On 18 February we wrote to the federal Minister for
TheHon. J.D. HILL: —looks after his issues. | am Transport, Mark Vaile, and sent him a list of projects we

disappointed that the Deputy Leader of the Oppositiorthought might be considered future AusLink programs,
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including a new road west of Port Wakefield Road. The facteg off a patient. That was totally and absolutely untrue. It

that the member for Waite does not— was an absolutely baseless claim made by the Deputy Leader
Mr Hamilton-Smith: And how much will that cost, Pat? of the Opposition, but what was the headline of the press
TheHon. PF. CONLON: It is not a secret now: how release?

muchdoesitcost? The other press release that springs to mind was made last
Mr Hamilton-Smith interjecting: weekend, | think, when the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
The SPEAKER: Order! breathlessly came out and said, ‘I have found the 20th victim

TheHon. PF. CONLON: Sir, can | say that claim was of E. coli disease.’ It turns out that the poor fellow in
made yesterday as well, and itis utterly false. The reason wguestion, in fact, had salmonella poisoning. The Deputy
changed the work— Leader of the Opposition was alleging that this guy’s doctor

Mr Hamilton-Smith interjecting: had reported it to the Department of Health, which had done

TheHon. PF. CONLON: Itis utterly false. The reason nothing about it. Well, he had not reported it. We followed
we changed the works on Port Wakefield Road is wét up and discovered that it was salmonella poisoning, not E.

contemplated we might— coli. It was completely false.
Mr Hamilton-Smith: Because you wouldn’tadmittoa  wjth respect to the issue of equipment for hospitals, if the
$150 million figure. deputy leader seriously thinks that the minister and his
The SPEAKER: Order! personal staff sit around deciding which pieces of equipment

TheHon. PF. CONLON: Itis because we contemplated g0 into which hospitals, she is totally deluded. All the advice
that we might do something else altogether, and this is it. Wahout the pieces of equipment that were identified during the
contemplated we might do something else altogether.  election campaign for placement in hospitals came from

Mr Hamilton-Smith: Contemplated! clinicians; it came from within the department. That was the
Members interjecting: ] advice to us about what was required, and that is what we
The SPEAKER: Order! Members on my left will come said we would commit to.

to order.
The Hon. P.F. CONL ON: What s not known, Sir, is that WOMEN'’S | SSUES

I am actually a very peaceful, humble and sensitive man, and

it pains me that | have to yell above the rabble all the time. TheHon. L. STEVENS (Little Para): My question is to
The other conspiracy was that this was trying to avoitthe Minister for the Status of Women. On this International
something else, although | did not quite follow it. The \women's Day, can the minister advise the house about how

principal reason we have looked at this, and one of thene governmentis responding to issues that have a particular
principal reasons, | am advised, we moved it up a list ofmpact on women?

priorities is that the commonwealth is keen on it. It is not that The Hon. J.M. RANKINE (Minister for the Status of

| am running arpund changing t'hings' to fool Marty. TheWomen): Today is a day that has been observed since the
commonwealth is keen on it. | think it is has been demon'early 1900s. It began in 1908, | think, with 15 000 women

strzged (I:Iearlly'th?t \g]e are nc;)t kiep'\r;\? 'st,eiLetts:[h fact th marching through the streets of New York demanding,
an [ expiain to the member for Vvaite that tn€ 1act that, 445t other things, shorter working hours, better working
he does not know about it is not because we kept it secret:

. ) ; nditions and better pay. | think it is worth noting that,
is because the Committee for Adelaide Roads does not ta| arly 100 years on from that first International Women'’s

to him, SARTA does not talk to him, and the RAA does nOtDay march, these concerns are still reflected in today’s

Fa"t(htot T]I'm.fH dOW IIS It zﬁ secret? (;Nhat tls abuEdtanr:I_y ObTV#)“ssociety. As | mentioned to the house on Tuesday, the impact
IS that his Tfedéral colieagues do not speak 1o him. ThIS 1§¢ e Howard government's WorkChoices reforms on wages,
simply another example of the member for Waite sliding intoq , yjtiong and working hours is becoming increasingly

this place, misrepresenting the facts and trying to slide o pparent, and it is a blight on the current federal government

again, and that is all he is good for. : ; .
Members interjecting: that women are still being the hardest hit.

. Women’s safety is a priority for this government, and |
|
The SPEAKER: Order! have also talked about that on a number of occasions. As part
MEDICAL EQUIPMENT of our women’s safety strategy, we are committed to a

comprehensive review of our rape and sexual assault laws

MsCHAPMAN (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):  and our domestic violence laws. Today the Attorney-General
Why did the Premier announce during the 2006 election thadnd | released a discussion paper prepared by Maurine Pyke
his government would buy a $4.7 million PET/CT scanner forQC in relation to our domestic violence laws, and we would
the Flinders Medical Centre, when this piece of equipmenivite and encourage submissions from all those directly
had neither been identified as a priority nor even beeifvolved. We are servicing those women who have been
requested? subjected to domestic violence, but | also encourage those

TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Health): The Deputy ~Who have suffered domestic violence, who know only too
Leader of the Opposition asks a number of questions basé¥ell the impact of the trauma on their lives, to at least give
on statements that she avers to be the truth. However, frof their stories so they can be part of reviewing the laws that
past experience with the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, w&e should have in this state.
know that her knowledge of the truth is often a very dubious Today | also launched a new campaign, coinciding with
one. Let me give a couple of examples. In the past couple dhternational Women'’s Day, targeting young women with the
weeks, the Deputy Leader of the Opposition has put out enessage, ‘Protect your drink. Don't get spiked'. It is the
couple of press releases which did not make the light of datheme for 10 000 coasters which, with the assistance and
because they were so substantially incorrect. One of them hadipport of the AHA, we are having distributed throughout our
a headline that one of our hospitals had chopped the wrongubs, clubs and Fringe Festival venues.
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A project undertaken by the Australian Institute for MsCHAPMAN: My question is to the Minister for
Criminology identified that, in a 12-month period, somethingHealth. Why were business cases for cardiac MRIs at the
like 3 000 to 4 000 incidents of drink spiking occurred andRoyal Adelaide Hospital and the Flinders Medical Centre not
about a third of those incidents involved sexual assault. Thagirepared prior to the government’s decision to purchase
is over 1 000 incidents in a 12-month period. These figuregshem? A letter dated 13 April 2006 from the CEO of the
however, probably underestimate the extent of drink spikingcentral Northern Adelaide Health Service responds to
for a number of reasons, the least of which is a high level o€oncerns raised by Cardiac Clinical Services in relation to the
under-reporting of these incidents. pre-election announcement of a $2.9 million cardiac MRI for

The message we are promoting (to young women ithe RAH. The letter advises:
particular) through this campaign is to be alert, to be asser- A full business case for cardiac MRI is required to be tabled at

tive, and to protect your drink and the drinks of your friendsCardiac Clinical Services. Nothing can be purchased or commitments

; : : o made with regard to the current funding until that level of discussion
but,_ equally, if you do experience drink spl_klng do not, e place.
hesitate and do not be embarrassed to report it. The coasters

are just the first step in a targeted campaign to raise award/1€ business case for the purchase of the cardiac imager,

ness about women'’s safety issues throughout South Australi@@ted 2006, was prepared six months after the government's
. re-election announcement. Further, a business case to
As this house well knows, the Rann government has

. S , urchase a cardiac MRI unit instead of a $4.7 million
proactive legislative agenda that focuses on women's safetyc/-1 scanner for Flinders Medical Centre has still not
andlam dellghted that we are "?“SO. able to announce, asls en presented to Cardiac Clinical Services, at all, and | am
today, the review of our domestic violence laws. Internationa dvised the purchase is proceeding anyway. There is
Women's Day is about the rights, welfare, prosperity an orrespondence to the minister stating that the grants for new
amazing achievements of all women across the world, but quipment at the RAH, and | quote—
is also a timely reminder of the challenges that women The SPEAK ER: Ord’erl Leave is withdrawn. The burpose
continue to face, some of them old, some of them new. = ' . . - 1 Ne purp

of an explanation is not to provide evidence for claims that
the member may be making in her question; the purpose is
MEDICAL EQUIPMENT to explain the question so that the minister answering the

uestion might understand what the member is getting at. In
MsCHAPMAN (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): Is d d g g

that explanation all the member is seeking to do is provide
the Premier aware that the $4.7 million for the PET/CT P 9 P

¢ ) N evidence for a claim she is making, and argument.
scanner to detect a variety of cancers (which the Minister for - +na Hon. M.D. RANN (Premier): If | could answer this

Health has just told us is so important and necessary argJ ; .
which the Premier announced for the Flinders Medical Centr estion on.behglf (-)f ﬂ.]e Minister for Health.
during the March 2006 election) has been diverted to Members interjecting:

The SPEAKER: Order!

purchase a ca_;lrd’|a0 MR.' '“Stee?d? . ) TheHon. M.D. RANN: We are still waiting for the
The Premier's election policy document entitled 21stysiness case for their desal plant, which is massively

Century Hospitals', states: undercosted, and their nuclear power plant, which apparently
A 2005 commonwealth review of PET/CT services highlightedis going to force up the wholesale price of electricity by

the need for a second scanner in South Australia. 100 per cent. Talk about announcing things: one, they do not

We are now informed that this was never a priority for thel@ve the potential to deliver them; and, two, there was no
Central Northern Adelaide Health Service, which is why, inPUSin€ss case when the leader announced his desal plant and
November last year, the Flinders Medical Centre actually?® Pusiness case when his friend, the shadow minister for
sought to divert the $4.7 million to be able to purchase £N€rgy, announced a nuclear power plant.

cardiac MRI, because it was their priority. | am also informed | @m more than happy to get a report on this matter. The
that the purchase of the cardiac MRI for the Flinders Medicayvay the speech was going, | expected her to say ‘May it
Centre has now been approved and is currently proceedirfRéase your honour’ or ‘Milud’ or something, but | am very

to tender, without any business case for an additional cardid#Ppy to get a report from the minister's department and
MRI being presented to Cardiac Clinical Services. report back to the house sine die.

The SPEAKER: | do not think the explanation did HOSPITALS, QUEEN ELIZABETH
anything to explain the question any further. ’

TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): If | can just encapsu- MsCHAPMAN (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):
late this: it appears that the Deputy Leader of the OppositioMy question is to the Minister for Health—unless the Premier
is now attacking the government for investing hundreds ofvants to answer it—who has indicated that he is the one
millions of dollars more into our health system and forresponsible for health. Given that the cardiology unit at the
buying the latest equipment for our health system. | guessQueen Elizabeth Hospital has been raising its concerns in
should not be surprised by that, because when they were felation to failure of the cardiac catheterisation lab and the
government they cut beds and they wanted to privatise oyotential danger to patients since December 2004, when
hospitals. Therein lies the difference. People have a cleaxactly will the cardiac catheterisation lab be replaced?
choice: from this side of the house the Liberals wanted tcopies of correspondence include a note from Dr Zeitz sent
privatise our hospitals, cut beds, and have substandatd the minister in November 2005, in which he says:
equipment. By contrast, we are investing hundreds of |am angry. I have previously written to you on 19 May, 22 May
millions of dollars more into our hospitals and buying theand 12 September regarding the regular operations of the cardiac
world’s latest equipment. The reason that we are purchasingptheterisation lab at the QEH and urgent strategies to reduce
the world’s latest equipment for our hospitals is that wePotentially dangerous situations for patients.
believe the people of this state deserve it. He goes on:



Thursday 8 March 2007 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 2025

On Friday 28 October 2005, during an emergency treatmentfor The SPEAKER: Order! The deputy leader will come to
a patient with a large anterior myocardial infarction, there was gyrder.

critical failure of the QEH cath lab; the fifth failure of this machine . :

in the past three months. TheHon. J.D.HILL: The doctors who work in our
) ) ] system are very—

The letter goes on to describe other failures of the equipment. Mr Williams interjecting:

TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | feel that | should The SPEAKER: The member for MacKillop will also
answer this. When we were in opposition | remember beingome to order!
briefed on a number of occasions by Dr Horowitz. Infact,I TheHon. J.D. HILL: —passionate about the area in
remember being invited by Dr Horowitz down to the Queenwhich they work and they are often in competition with each
Elizabeth Hospital with the former minister for health in her other for available resources within the health system. That
role as shadow minister for health; | think we even saw &s understandable; that is human nature. As a government and
stent being put in down there. We were briefed byas a health department we have to try to sort out these
Dr Horowitz and by other doctors and by nurses at the QERtompeting priorities. Not everybody can have everything they
who apparently were defying—and this was the story beingvant every time all the time. Sometimes people feel that they
put around—pressure not to speak out about the appallingave missed out and they become jealous because some other
way that the honourable member’s government was treatingart of the system or another hospital has received a piece of
the health system down at the QEH, particularly the cardiolequipment before they have. This is particularly so within the

ogy department. cardiology section of the health profession.
Ms Chapman: You are buying the wrong equipment for ~ Members interjecting:
the wrong hospitals. The SPEAKER: Order! | have already warned the

TheHon. M.D. RANN: Oh, I'm buying the wrong member for MacKillop, and | warn the deputy leader.
equipment for the wrong hospitals. It is quite clear fromyour TheHon. J.D. HILL: What we are attempting to do as
line of questioning that you oppose buying any new equip@ government and as a health department is to try to put some
ment for any of our hospitals. You resent the fact that we ar@roper planning and systems in place so that in each of the
doing what you failed to do. The only thing that you ever didclinical areas the various doctors and nurses, and others who
was, of course, privatise the Modbury Hospital after hundred§ave a strong say, are brought together so they can develop
of beds had gone. That is the Liberal record. What we clinical plan for their territory. So, in the vascular area,
uncovered was a plan by your government and by youthere will be a clinical plan; in the cardiology area, there will
mentor, Dean Brown—the great leader that he was—t&€ a clinical plan; and in the cancer area, there will be a
privatise the QEH as well. The former minister for health ancelinical plan. This is an important part of the restructuring,
| went down on a number of occasions. We were briefed b@rganising and systematising of our health units in South
Dr Horowitz on a number of occasions and, quite frankly,Australia, something that has been long overdue for a very
those briefings did not reflect well on your government. ~ long time.

In relation to the particular pieces of equipment and where

MsCHAPMAN: My question is again to the Minister for they are placed, as minister, obviously | do not interfere in
Health. Why was a new cardiology catheterisation lab lefthat process; | take advice from the experts in the agency,
unused at the Lyell McEwin Hospital during the period Who give me advice based on their best understanding and
December 2004 to May 2005 while the Queen Elizabettpest practice in terms of what is required and where. Obvi-
Hospital was in urgent need of a second cardiology catheterpusly, from time to time, individual doctors in the department
sation lab during that period? We have again been giveRave different views. So, it is not surprising that they may
copies of the correspondence, dated 19 May, regarding tiecide to contact the opposition, because they think that, by
ongoing impact of the failure to refurbish and replace thecontacting the opposition, somehow or other the government
second lab. Dr Zeitz again writes: will be embarrassed into making a decision different from the

The second. . lab terminally broke down on 22 December 2004. one it has already made._ .
In the three months following the breakdown there were 78 instances | €an tell you that that is not going to happen. We rely on
of overtime due to trying to accommodate the workload in one lab@ proper process of decision making using the proper Public
47 cases cancelled due to the lack of lab time. Service procedures, based on good clinical advice, to
He further writes that there was a seven-fold increase in cas@§termine where particular pieces of equipment should be
being cancelled and a three to four day blow-out of thePlaced, and we will continue to do that. However, we do want
average length of stay for patients requiring access to the calfi 9ive the clinicians a much greater say, and that is why we
lab. At the same time, a brand new cardiology catheterisatiofi® €stablishing the Clinical Network. As to the particulars
lab at the Lyell McEwin sat unused for four months. the member raised with me, | am happy to get a report.

_ | o

The SPEAKER: Order! .Lr.eave is withdrawn. MAGIC MILLIONS

TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Health): | thank the
deputy leader for this question and | thank the Premier for Mr KENYON (Newland): My question is to the Minister
letting me have a chance to address the issues in generdr Racing. We are just waiting on the last few words now!
Members in this place hear debate about health services ag| the minister update the house on the outcomes resulting
the_y hear part|cular accusations thrown aro_und and particulgfom the government’s support for the 2007 Magic Millions
points of view put. Let me say, for the benefit of all membersyearling sales?
that the health system is very complex, and it relies on  TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Recreation,
individuals who are highly skilled, highly trained and often sport and Racing): | thank the member for Newland for his
highly parochial about their own hospital and their ownquestion. The government has provided over $500 000 in
department. They are strong fighters for their own territoryfinancial assistance to promote and market the 2007 Adelaide

Ms Chapman interjecting: Cup Carnival, the regional racing carnival associated with the
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Adelaide Cup, and the 2007 Magic Millions yearling sales TheHon. P.F. CONL ON: He has such antipathy towards
and midweek race meeting held on Wednesday 21 Februamne, Mr Speaker; | do not know why. | try to be compassion-
| had the pleasure of presenting the Horse of the Year Awardte towards him, because | have read about what used to
at the South Australian Thoroughbred Breeders Dinner ohappen in those officer training schools and he has probably
17 February and also attending the Magic Millions yearlingbeen scarred. | do have sympathy for him.
sales. The honourable member’s proposition is that we should
The Magic Millions yearling sales were conducted overimpose a levy on the industry, or the taxpayer should pay, to
three days (19, 20 and 22 February) at the Morphettville salggut & camera in every taxi that will film the taxi driver and
complex. Over 500 horses were offered for sale in this year§verything that happens in that vehicle. That is the proposi-
Magic Millions catalogue. | am advised that over the thredion. What will happen is that we will get a taxi driver
days 354 yearlings were sold for a total value of(@llegedly) whois prepared to break the law but who is not
$10.5 million, with the top price being $280 000 for a prepared to breach the regulations—so he will, of course,

Redoute’s Choice filly and average prices being $40 000 0Vesrmile for the camera. It is an absolute nonsense; anyone who

the three days. | am advised that the average prices weld Prepared to break the law will be prepared to cover a
consistently 10 per cent higher than last year. It was %amera. This government did introduce a measure that is very

X X ffective—
particularly pleasing result for our local thoroughbred Mr Hamilton-Smith interjecting:

breeders. The SPEAKER: Order!

_The success of these sales can be gauged by many Tneon, PF. CONLON: We introduced a personal
criteria—importantly, including buyers attending from jgentification number for people who log on, and every taxi
_outS|de South Australia. | understand that this year th_ere Welas a GPS. When a taxi driver starts a shift, whether you hail
Interstate bUyerS from New South Wales, Victoria, aan cab or phone a company, they are required to |og on with
Western Australia, and overseas buyers from Hong Kong anghe radio stations and they have to log on with their personal
New Zealand. This year's Magic Millions yearling sales haveidentification number. That means that they know exactly
been another success story. While the midweek Magiwho is driving every cab and the GPS system tells them
Millions race day was conducted as a twilight meeting thiswhere that cab is. Despite all the nonsense, we actually sent
year, | understand that a Sunday format has been canvassadt a compliance blitz a few weeks ago. We tested, | think,
as an option for next year’s event. something like 700 or 800 taxis—80 or 90 per cent of the

Of course, we have the Adelaide Cup coming up thigleet—and we had 100 per cent compliance with the PIN
Monday, 12 March. We can be proud of the six Black Typenumber. ) ) i
races. The Adelaide Cup is a very strong field, and it will be ~ AS usual, the subtle dishonesty in the question suggests
a good betting race. We also have the Yallambee Classic,that people are walking the streets and have not been found,
$200 000 group 2 race for three year olds at set weights. ThREcause the member for Waite has heard no news of them
is a strong field—as strong a field as has ever been piR€ing found. I can tell this house that the police will advise
together in South Australia for a race of this type. We alsgS™M due course—and if you have ever been a police minister

have other listed races. It promises to be a great day, anﬂvdeaIt with the police you will know that they put their

. estigations above any other responsibility. My advice is
wish the SAJC well. We want a bumper crowd down therethat the only time the system does not work is when people

on Monday. cannot in any way identify the company or anything about the
cab. | do not know how much more we can do, as a govern-
TAXI INDUSTRY ment, to help people identify cabs, but we will certainly look
. . at it with the industry. The truth is that, if you can vaguely
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): | had a questionfor 4o ity even the company, you will find that driver.
the Premier. Itis pity that he has wa_ndered off, becaus_e_lt was | find it very disturbing that the taxi industry in this
avery good question. However, | will ask one of the Ministergiaie_ith the very enthusiastic participation of the member
for Transport. Does the minister understand the obsolete stags; \Waite—is getting a name it does not deserve. There are

of in-cab camera and GPS technology? If, as he claimed o8 mjlion rides in taxis every year, and the vast majority are
FIVEaa radio, ‘whatever happens in a cab we can instantlyineventful.

identify the driver in the cab’, why are alleged sex attackers Mr Hamilton-Smith interjecting:

still undetected and walking the streets? There have been 58 The SPEAK ER: Order!

sex attacks or allegations of sex attacks and there have beenThe Hon. P.F. CONLON: | am prepared to guess that

three recent attacks, but no news of detections, arrests orore cab drivers are assaulted than cab passengers, but | have

charges. There have been public reports that the problenever heard the member for Waite express a concern about

occurs when taxis are hired at flag fall and the victim is nothat. The truth is that the vast number of cab drivers are

aware of the company name or the details of which cab he dronest people earning a living for their family and doing a

she has entered. very difficult job. The member for Waite has done nothing
TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Transport): | but play politics with this, and it worries me that young

am not quite sure about the end of that question, about hoWyomen may be frightened to catch a cab—

someone could not know what taxi company itis, because it Mr Hamilton-Snith interjecting: _
is actually painted in enormous size on the side. TheHon. PF. CONLON: We know what you are doing.

C | have to say, he may well have a burning desire to be the
'IMr?emggES,&néelgRqu?derl Leader of the Opposition but he should not do it dishonestly
y - using the fears of young women. If you are so desperate, just
TheHon. PF. CONLON: | assume the member for 4, anqg have another ballot with your Leader of the Opposi-
Waite has caught a taxi; they do paint it in enormous sizejon byt do not climb over the bodies of others to get there.
The member for Waite has been out agitating—
Mr Hamilton-Smith interjecting:
The SPEAKER: Order! There must be order.
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TheHon. M .J. Atkinson: | seem to recall a sexual
VON EINEM, Mr B.S. .
© ' S harassment settlement. How much was it? It was $20 000,

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): | seek ~ Wwasn'tit?
leave to make a ministerial statement. The SPEAKER: Order!

Leave granted. TheHon. |.F. EVANS: —are really symptomatic of what

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | make this ministerial Nas happened over the past five years. This point has been
statement on behalf of my colleague the Minister forPicked up by many journalists and, indeed, Greg Kelton
Correctional Services. The Chief Executive of the DepartWrote an article about the arrogance—
ment for Correctional Services, Mr Peter Severin, has advised TheHon. M J. Atkinson: That was a government
that on 28 February 2007 he became aware that a prison@tinister’s office, wasn't it?
wrote a letter to him that was received in his office on The SPEAKER: Order!

21 June 2005 alleging, among other things, that prisoner TheHon. I.F. EVANS: —of this government being the
Bevan Spencer von Einem had been prescribed the drugorst he had seen. A pattern has certainly been emerging
Cialis. At the time this letter was first received in his office over the last five years of the bullying nature of this
on 21 June 2005, it was noted by Mr Severin and forwafde(%overnment. The simple reality is that, when anyone opposes
to the Department for Correctional Services' Intelligence angt or even dares to express a different view, this government’s
Investigations Unit. tactic is to bully and intimidate them into silence.

Mr Severin understood the allegations of sexual assaultin  To back up this claim, one has only to look back over the
the letter were of a serious nature and needed investigatiopst five years at a whole range of incidents. One has only to
but he did not note the point relating to the drug Cialis. Helook at what the government did to the Cora Barclay group
has conceded that this was an oversight on his part. Subsgnd how it attacked John Darley in meetings, or the govern-
quently, Mr Severin indicated in the media that he had ngnent's attacks on the DPP and the Office of the DPP over
recollection of the allegation relating to Cialis until it was many years, or the comments the government has made about
raised in November 2006. This was his belief at the time. lfawyers who have dared to go public and make comments
is important to recognise that the prisoner’s letter wasgigainst the government. Look at this government’s attack on
properly dealt with, and | am advised that its COmenTa;Jdges and its attack on business leaders who dared to take
subsequently led to the police investigation into allegebut an advertisement criticising the government for wasting
sexual offences committed by prisoner von Einem. | amg100 million on an opening bridge those people did not want.
advised that no prisoner was prescribed Cialis or a similagook at the well-reported incident in the bar, when Ann
drug after this matter was raised with the Department foBressington made some comments about the incident with
Correctional Services. Indeed, in this connection, it iSVir Xenophon. Look at the arrogant and bullying treatment
important to again set out the chronology of these events. this government dished out to the RAA, which is well known

An honourable member: Come on. Get on with it. as a lobby group regardless of who is in government.

The SPEAKER: Order! Indeed, in the government’s own team, there were

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The Prisoner Health questions raised in the government’s last term in office
Service had prescribed Cialis to a prisoner some time arourf@garding the relationship between the member for Florey and
2001. Prisoner von Einem was prescribed Cialis on 7 Mayhe Attorney-General. Look at the they way the government
2003 and 12 May 2003. Since May 2003 no Cialis (or similaitries to bully and intimidate the Deputy Leader of the
drug) has been prescribed or supplied by the Prisoner HealfApposition, and look at the way it has treated Victoria Park
Service. That is to say that no Cialis was prescribed in th@rotesters. If one adds all that up, there is a culture of
two years before the prisoner's letter was received bypullying and intimidation developing in this government. My
Mr Severin’s office and none since the letter was received odiew is that it is not good government, and it is not good for
21 June 2005. The Minister for Correctional Services ha$outh Australia. The Labor Party came to government saying
sought formal advice about these matters and is satisfied thixat it would govern for all South Australians. Well, my
the investigation into prisoner von Einem was in no waymessage to the government is this: start governing and

compromised or delayed. working for all South Australians and stop abusing them.
| am advised that the department has reviewed its ,
procedures for managing prisoner correspondence. It should INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY

be recognised that allegations are made by prisoners regularly . . . ,

and the credibility of these claims must be assessed case by MS BREUER (Giles): Today is International Women's
case. Many false, self-serving and incredible allegations arg@y: and | pass on my best wishes to all my sisters in this
made by prisoners. The police investigation into the allegaP!ace and, indeed, to all the women in the world. | rise to
tions against prisoner von Einem continues and it would b&§P€aK on this important day for women, because the recent
inappropriate to elaborate further on these matters. death of my mother has caused me to reflect long and hard

about my life, something one does at such a stage. | have
been thinking about what is important in life, particularly in

GRIEVANCE DEBATE women’s lives. My generation of women is different from the
new generation of women, as we are different from our
RANN LABOR GOVERNMENT mothers and grandmothers. However, | have reflected on how
different we really are.
TheHon. |.F. EVANS (Leader of the Opposition): | My generation of women fought long, hard and passion-

want to spend a short time commenting on the nature of thiately for the right to have choice in our life, and in many
government and its bullying and arrogant nature that haways our daughters now have these choices. Most of my
developed over the past five years. The events of this week-generation of women chose to work. Consequently, we have
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spent our life being constantly tired because of having to A business of that size makes an enormous difference to
juggle work, children, husbands, social life and parents. & region and, when you align that with the growth that has
wonder whether it has all been worth it, and overwhelmingoccurred in chicken farms in the area over a similar period,
| have to say, yes—but, gosh, it certainly has been a struggléhe Adelaide Plains area really is the place to be. They have
I think of my mother and how different her life was from @lso done some fantastic work in marketing themselves to the

my life. She never quite coped with her feminist, confidentvider regions. The growth that has occurred has been the
daughter. She lived her life for her children and her husbandtimulus behind subdivisions that are occurring at Port
and she cared for her grandchildren when they came alon¥Vakefield, Balaclava and Blythe. If cabinet supports a major
She worked only for the few years before she married, wheRroject declaration, Port Wakefield may have up to 3 000
she became a full-time wife, housewife and later a mother—allotments created by the Chapman family. The fire that
and she did a wonderful job of it. She was always there whefccurred on Friday 23 February was a shock to everybody,
I needed her. She really was the only one who cared whenone more so than the 368 people who work there and for
was tired, sore or depressed, and she always built me uphom the business is their life. It affected many people

Certainly, without her caring for my children, | would never across the region. ] o
have been able to do the things | have done. | know that the CFS units that responded to this fire did

So, what prospect does my daughter have of having 8 900d @ job as they could. The ammonia leaks that were
mother like | had? | remember all the times | forgot to IOiCkoccurrlng made it necessary for breathing apparatus teams to

up my daughter from child care, pack her lunch or take he e brought in to fight the fire. The member for Finniss, being
! e early riser that he is, and who rings me quite regularly on

to that important party she was supposed to attend on t aturday mornings, left a message on my phone at about 10
weekend. | think back to her childhood, and | worry aboutpast seven. Then 1 had a call from the CEO of the Yorke

what | did wrong and whether she had the WonderfUIRegional Development Board to tell me about the fire—
childhood I certainly had, or was her mum always too busy. The Hon. PF. Conlon interjecting:

When she has problems, | worry about whether | should have . .
been more available to her. Unfortunately, her father was not . MI GRIFFITHS: Well, on a Saturday morning for me
in the picture very much in those days, and | was a singlé is. | immediately thought that it is important that people

parent. Then | remember the role my mother had in her Iifé(\/ho are in a position to do something about this should know
and thé fact that when | was not there her nanna certainlgbOUt it, so I.ra_mg minigter Maywald and | contacted the_chief
was f staff of minister Caica to ensure that those two ministers

. were aware of it. | also spoke to the Leader of the Opposition.
Women take on the guilt of the world, and we blame ;inister Maywald confirmed that she would talk to minister
ourselves when something goes wrong in our family’s life.\ cgyen. As the responsible minister, it is his responsibility
Generations of women have done the same thing ang ongyre that all levels of government support could be made
probably always will. So, | say to the young women in this 5 aijaple. The important thing about the fire is that nobody
place who are juggling motherhood and work, and to all thosg, ;¢ injured, and there were only about 20 people on-site at
young mothers out there in the workplace: certainly keep ot q time.
doing it; itis really important for you to do it. But, remember | /s not able to be at an inspection on Sunday, but | was
what is most important in your life, and that most probablyihere on Monday morning when about 600 people turned up.
would be your family, your children, your partners and yourgyery employee was there, plus, in most cases, their partners,
parents. Make sure, above all else, whatever you are doingec4;se they all wanted to know what their future was. Paul
that you give them the love and support and some really 900 gerer, the owner, addressed everyone first. The important
quality time. thing was that he gave them confidence in the fact that the
Forget the dishes. No kid ever left home because the sinkusiness was to be rebuilt by saying that that was exactly his
was full of dirty dishes, except to escape doing those dishegtention; not that he just wanted to rebuild it but that he
We have a lot to contribute in our life, in our communities wanted to make it better. It became a little bit emotional when
and in our society, but we should never lose sight of the mosi woman at the back, who was a worker, said, ‘We’ll rebuild
important thing in our life—our family. | think that on it with you’. Then there was spontaneous applause from
International Women’s Day it is really important for us to everybody present. To me that was inspiring, because it
remember this. This is what being a woman is about nowashowed that this community and this work force want to
days. We must learn to juggle, but we must learn to have ouhake something happen.
lives in that. The local management team in Mark Viney and David
Ritchie also spoke to the staff, and they spoke very strongly
PRIMO ABATTOIR about the plans that they would try to put in place to ensure
that production was back as quickly as possible, working
Mr GRIFFITHS (Goyder): | wish to make some brief from other sites. It is important to understand that all levels
comments today about the $15 million fire at the Primoof government have contributed to this recovery, and | am
abattoir at Port Wakefield, which occurred a little bit over avery impressed with what the state government has done in
week and a half ago. It is important to set the background tthis regard. The state government put minister McEwen in
what happened. Not long after the election last year, | had theharge, and he made sure that the absolute best people were
opportunity to meet Paul Lederer from Sydney, who, with hisnvolved in the recovery efforts. They did some wonderful
son Robert, is the owner of Primo. They talked about itsvork over the next week with Primo to ensure that a solution
history since they bought it in 1999. At that time it had onlywas found. The federal member for Wakefield, David
40 employees. They invested something like $30 million, andrawcett, was on-site on the Monday and the Sunday, and he
it had 368 employees at the time of the fire. Their plans ar¢alked to Canberra on Monday afternoon about the need for
very strongly fixed on growing that business and, hopefullythe federal government to be supportive, and to ensure that
doubling the work force to around 700. those workers who may be temporarily displaced from job
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opportunities had some support, and | believe that that has When thinking about doing this grievance | took the
been delivered. opportunity of looking back over the three reports of the

There was a second meeting held that week on thBublic Works Committee concerning the upgrade of North
Thursday, where Primo was in a position to give workersTerrace. I was a member of that first committee, as were you,
some details of what the future would be for them. It wagMadam Deputy Speaker, which produced recommendations
announced that slaughtering operations were to be undertak@Rout further community consultation and a change away
at Murray Bridge and that 50 people were required for thatfrom the original plan to have spotted gums extensively
They were intended to be bused down on a Sunday d¥lanted on the northern side of North Terrace.

Monday morning, returning home on Friday. The labour We know that those recommendations were adopted and
adjustment package funds through the state government weifee trees were changed. The second report, when the member
available to assist with all accommodation needs. Theréor West Torrens and the further education minister were on
would also be meal allowances for staff: Primo and itsthe committee, expressed concern that no consideration was
insurers would pay for components of that. given to incorporating into the redevelopment an acknow-

About 220 people were offered positions at the Royal Pariédgment of the previous occupation of the site by the Kaurna
facilities previously used by the Conroy family, and most ofP€OPIe. I agree with that observation and hope that that might
those | hope are accepting that. Those people will be buskf remedied in the future. If we are looking at a boulevard
down. For some it is a big trip. Some people live as far awahhancing our past, thatis an important omission that I hope
as Edithburgh and Port Pirie and work at Primo at Porfan be remedied. _
Wakefield, so it will be a big challenge. Some people have The third report expected the next lot of works being
taken up other job offers, but for the importance of theundertaken to be completed in September 2006. They have
business we hope that as many people remain loyal to thePt been, but they are certainly under way. I think it is time
as possible. Individual discussions were also held with staffor us to consider the section of the road between King
and that is where state government employees came into\illiam Street and Kintore Avenue. The member for Napier
quite strongly. | congratulate all involved and hope that Primgnentioned earlier this week his views of Government House,

expands in the future and has a strong history in the Adelaid@nd | agree with those views. | also think that it is time that
Plains. not only do we take down that fence, open Government

House to the public and improve the precinct of the war
memorial but, in the same vein, we should also look to
improving that area between Kintore Avenue and King
William Street. Then we would truly have something for our
heritage into the future.

Time expired.

NORTH TERRACE PRECINCT

TheHon. L. STEVENS (Little Para): Since early
January | have been undertaking a 10 week intensive ,
language course at the University of Adelaide, as a result of INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY

which on Mondays and Thursdays at around 6.15 p.m. and 1< PENFOL D (Flinders): Today (8 March) is Inter-

later at 9.30 p.m. | have the pleasure of walking betweenqiional Women's Day, and | quote an article by Victoria
Parliament House and the University of Adelaide building onc|ark on feminism and politics, as follows:

the comer of Pulteney Street and North Terrace where the On March 8 the world will be celebrating International Women'’s
classes are held. Thqse walks, partlcu]arly the later ones 'Bay, originally the day to fight forwomen’sgrights in the workplace
the evening when it is dark and the light has completelyy i poiitical life. This past year may place a different twist on the
changed, are now an absolute pleasure. The completediebrations as 2006-2007 has provided concrete demonstrations that
section of North Terrace, which provides the setting for ouwomen are now accepted in so many areas of what used to be a
major cultural institutions—the State Library, the Museum man’s world. One could argue we are slowly and surely creating the

the Art Gallery, the University of Adelaide’s Bonython Hall, balance of yin and yang. ) i
and Elder Hall—is spectacular. She goes on to say, however, that ‘most women in leadership

oles were not the primary carers to their children. . . or they

The splendour of the buildings, particularly when they ar ; ;
floodlit at night, have been revealed for everyone to enjoy. ad eschewed the role of motherhood’, and concludes:

Not only do the buildings themselves delight but the land- Given that feminism was originally a movement designed to

; ; o emancipate women and enable them to be able to participate as
scaping of the forecourts, particularly the Museum with 'tswives, mothers and workers in the running of the state, we can only

bush garden track, the water features (particularly the one thggpe that in the future the women who increasingly will represent
replaced the old Bonython fountain—the old bathtub), thais will be able to illustrate all sides of their femininity openly and
plantings, the seating, the paving, have all been donwith all the support structures we can deliver.
beautifully. The new trees—the English elms and the grovg am very proudly a wife and a mother and an elected member
of crepe myrtles—are situated to the east of the Mitchelbf the state parliament, and | want to comment particularly
Building just a little bit back from North Terrace. During late now on the role of the media as one of those support struc-
January/early February those crepe myrtles were floweringjres. There is much more to being a member of parliament
a deep pink colour and contrasted with the colour of thehan giving a performance for the media during question time,
Mitchell Building itself. when the cameras are focused to record the theatrics,
The other thing that is so interesting is that, in the earlyaggression and controversy that sells the next day’s papers
part of the evening at 6.15 p.m., as you walk past ther that evening’s TV and radio news. We do not work for just
University of Adelaide you have floods of students comingthree days per sitting and go on holiday when the parliament
out of the campus on to North Terrace and into the city. It ids not sitting, as stated by Greg KeltonThe Advertiser in
as though the university itself has been opened, no longeecent months. As well as the very long sitting days that
hiding behind large fences and big trees but now part of thenclude committees, briefings, delegations, meetings and
city. It is an excellent example of good urban planning.  parliamentary duties, many of us are also fulfilling the
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difficult and time-consuming duties and responsibilities of Mr VENNING: | rise on a point of order, Madam Deputy
being accessible local members and global citizens. Speaker. This matter is under police investigation. We have

My background as a woman brought up on a farm orwarned the honourable member privately about raising this
remote Eyre Peninsula and trained to be responsible, selfratter and he continues to do so. | ask you, Madam Deputy
reliant and a problem solver prevents me from being alspeaker, to rule that, because this matter is under investiga-
aggressive, theatrical, controversial and competitive politition, it should not be permissible to debate it in here.
cian, as is both praised and denigrated by the media. With The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | have noted the issues
55 000 square kilometres of electorate and 22 000 votersaised by the member for Schubert, but | have no information
most issues that are debated in parliament affect us. Thizn them. Perhaps the member for Light does, so | will ask
often occurs in ways unforeseen by city-based drafters arfdim to be mindful of his responsibilities in this matter.
implementers, hence the need for me to attend most briefings Mr PICCOLO: | can assure you, Madam Deputy
where issues are discussed. Speaker, and the house that the matters | detail today are not

My speeches and submissions, which appebtainsard ~ subject to any police investigation at the moment. The first
or on my website, propose some solutions to our world’s anthatter is that new allegations have been brought to my
the electorate’s many issues. However, they are rarelgttention. Secondly, the member for Schubert came out of
accessed or quoted by city media. In Hhansard or on my  hiding on this matter and publicly rebuked me for raising
website one can find mention of uranium and thorium, seéhese concerns in parliament. He indicated, in my opinion, his
water, desalination and pipelines, railways and airlines, windull support for the counci’'s CEO, Mr Beare, who is
energy, graphite blocks, etc. While | spend hours researchirgurrently under investigation by the Anti-Corruption Branch
these topics in the hope of improving our communities, theof the South Australia Police. Thirdly, Mr Beare was quoted
radio, television and newspapers are full of Media Mike’sin one local newspaper making comment about a private
wedding, Sandra Kanck’s ecstasy, Nick Xenophon's latestonversation | had with the council’s mayor and the previous
stunts, Pat Conlon’s second baby or, more recently, the bdgEO. These comments raise two questions:
behaviour of certain members of parliament. Mr Venning interjecting:

I have been involved in two major initiatives in the past TheDEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | remind the member
few months about which | am very excited, as they couldor Schubert that he has the opportunity to make a personal
have global implications for our future water supplies andexplanation after he has heard the member for Light in
reducing climate change. | have been working regularly fosilence.
years with people from India, China, Taiwan and the Middle Mr PICCOLO: These comments raise two questions:
East who want minerals, seafood and technology from thehy were council officials or elected members discussing
wonderful region | represent. At the other extreme, | havematters with the CEO who is on leave on full pay, ostensibly
families in crisis as a result of the drought. | am continuallyto enable investigations into some allegations about his
fighting for social justice for my people. The last letter from behaviour to progress without interference? Furthermore,
my office in 2006 to a state minister was to protest the facwhy is Mr Beare engaging in discussions about current
that, following the termination of appropriate services in Poricouncil operations when he is on leave to maintain the
Lincoln two years ago, rape victims from the region must stillintegrity of those investigations?
travel to Adelaide on public transport unwashed and without Mr Venning interjecting:
assistance to be examined and assessed. This is an issue offhe DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | will warn the
basic human rights. member for Schubert next time there is an interjection. The

The media should wake up and tell the people about thexember for Light's time has been extended by 30 seconds.
real issues with which their members of parliament are Mr PICCOLO: Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. It
dealing. We are living in a fascinating world that we canappears that Mr Beare wants his cake and to eat it, too. He
affect for the benefit of ourselves and mankind. It is avants to be on leave on full pay but he also wants to be able
privilege to be one of those who can influence the outcome4® keep tabs on what his council is doing.
however, we need the help and recognition of a media which | return to the new allegations brought to my attention
is willing to do more than critique the most recent hour ofwhich are not currently the subject of a police investigation.
question time theatre. In conclusion Victoria Clark’s article! advise the house that looking at it from the outside there
states: appears to be a pattern of events that either gives rise to

The election of Angela Merkel to the position of German CONCerNSs equivalent to insider trading or a disproportionate

Chancellor, the elevation of Nancy Pelosi to the third most powerfupmount of coincidences. The pattern of events involve
position in the US as Speaker of the House and the emergence Mr Peter Beare and former Crows and Melbourne footballer

.Segde”e Roya}asglrﬂe Ft)O?.Sible cand:_dat%forthe upcoming ‘3'90“% r Peter Vardy. At the outset | advise the house that
In Fran I W I rations revealin W Wi : : . : .
as m%ncf%?e(\e/:n ?he rrlljgst%gles-dgrﬁiﬁatgd i%dus?r?ig&%?ga%%eghgr Vardy has denied any improper b_ehawour on his part.m
is series of transactions. Coincidentally, Mr Vardy is
involved in a number of transactions which have caused
LIGHT REGIONAL COUNCIL concern in the community. At best these transactions have
been controversial, with many requiring a public explanation.
Mr PICCOLO (Light): On 8 February this year | spoke ~ Mr Vardy had an involvement in the failed bid by a
in this place about the ongoing concerns expressed by tt@nsortium to build a retirement village on community land
community regarding governance issues in the Lightat Kapunda. The proposal was strongly opposed by the
Regional Council. The media coverage of the speech wasommunity but strongly supported by Mr Beare. Mr Vardy
very interesting for three reasons: first, new allegations on thieas a 12 months project management contract with the
failure of the proper governance of the affairs of the Lightcouncil but no expressions of interest or tender process were
Regional Council have been brought to my attention. | willimplemented for that contract. Mr Beare granted Mr Vardy
detail to the house the new allegations made in this speecthe contract without any competitive process.
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The contract involves the management of about sixThat compares with the South Australian ports of Port
projects in the Light Regional Council area. Mr Vardy hadAdelaide, $221; Wallaroo, $213; Ardrossan, $211; Port Giles,
a contract on a piece of land at Kapunda, which was brougt#210; Port Lincoln, $204; and Thevenard, $194. Within my
to his attention by Mr Beare immediately following the electorate of Flinders, based on the Geelong figure, Port
council’'s decision not to purchase the land. Mr Beare refusetincoln at $204 is $61 (23 per cent) per tonne down and
to allow the vendor to deal directly with the purchaser. WhyThevenard at $194 is $71 (26 per cent) a tonne down on
would a council CEO get involved in such a transaction®ictorian prices. In a not untypical delivery by an Upper Eyre
Mr Vardy purchased some land in Freeling from a vendoiPeninsula farmer, 1 000 tonnes equates to a whopping
who was not permitted to develop the land. Whilst theses71 000. When the market is deregulated and the Thevenard
transactions may be very innocent and unrelated, when orport has been dredged to accommodate much larger vessels
learns that the pieces of land in question were subject tthis price differential, | hope, could disappear altogether.
rezoning discussions within the council when the transactions One of the reasons given to me and my farmers for this

took place, it raises the spectre that some people have accsifee anomaly is that the differential was caused by the cost
to information not generally available to the community.  in freight. | am advised that the freight spreads are customary

My motivation for raising these matters in the house hagut have probably narrowed recently, and that it costs
been questioned by some in this place and in the communitgetween $US3 to $US5 per tonne extra to shift out of South
The answer is simple. These issues have been raised with m@stralia and Victoria to most main export markets than it
by numerous Light Regional Council residents, at communityjoes out of Western Australia. There is no premium or
forums and in my office. | could have done what somediscount to freight rates for shipping out of either Victoria or
members opposite have done and turned a blind eye to it-South Australia to these main export markets.

because they did not want to upset their Liberal mates. The farmers on Eyre Peninsula are already successfully
Western Australia has WA Inc. In Light we have Peter InC.—marketing their own peas, lentils and canola, and | believe

orisitatale of two Peters? We will know the answer as thgney will be able to choose the best option for the sale of their
story unfolds over the coming weeks and months. barley.
It would be remiss of me if | did not mention that the

council has engaged the services of an acting CEO Mr Bria : .
Carr. Mr Carr is a very talented and professional CEO, an&le single desk marketing system, members of the SA barley

| commend the council for its choice. Brian certainly has my arketing working group recognised that the single desk

support for any reforms that need to be undertaken at Lig ffered collective marketing, security of payment and the
Regional Council, but it is important that he have the suppo’;g/ha”ng of marketing costs amongst growers. However,

of council members and its staff if the reforms are to tak eighed against this was the lack of marketing choice,
place Simited competition for services and, in my view, significant

) . negative price differentials for South Australia and, of course,
Time expired. that the current situation does not meet the national reform
agenda guidelines. One of the working group’s recommenda-
tions included that a well-funded and extensive education
program be established to assist South Australian barley
growers make the transition to a deregulated barley market.
It is very important to ensure all growers are aware of the
processes for the marketing of barley in this state.

Adjourned debate on second reading. | take this o_pportunity to ackn_owledgg the members of the
(Continued from 7 March. Page 1972.) South Australian barley marketing working group who have
expended significant effort to identify critical issues, consider
Mrs PENFOLD (Flinders): | support this bill to repeal Vvarious models, make comparisons with other states and
the Barley Marketing Act 1993 and deregulate barleyweigh up the advantages and disadvantages for the barley
marketing in South Australia, allowing growers to deliver togrowers of South Australia. Consultation with South
other exporters, licensed by the Essential Services Commiéustralian barley growers has been thorough, with hearings
sion of South Australia (ESCOSA), with a few amendmentsheld throughout the state and a letter being sent to each of the
As the other barley growing states are already deregulatedl 600 growers; and 26 written submissions, including two
South Australia’s law has become an anomaly. Farmers froom grower groups, were also received and considered. |
the South-East and Southern Mallee regions have been selligicerely thank the members of the working group for their
their barley across the border in order to get better prices fgfommitment and hard work, which has resulted in the bill in
their grain for some time. However, the barley growingthe house today that will establish a three-year transitional
region that | represent on Eyre Peninsula has been captivei§ensing scheme for exporters of barley to come into
ABB. It was not until | visited Western Australia to see how operation from 1 July 2007. | support the bill.
their partial deregulation was working that | realised how low
the prices on Eyre Peninsula were compared with other Mr KOUTSANTONIS (West Torrens): | do not want
regions. Despite growing good quality barley and having oné¢o scare or aggravate anyone about this. | am just simply
of the best export loading ports in Australia at Port Lincoln,bewildered by this legislation. | am bewildered by the federal
Eyre Peninsula growers were receiving prices significantlgoalition government. The people this will affect are not my
below those of other regions. constituents. In fact, | dare say, other than the member for
| checked these prices again for the purposes of thi&iles, no-one on this side of the house really has much
speech. The ABB cash price differentials as of 27 Februarflealing with barley farmers. Perhaps the minister, the
2007 being offered per tonne for feed barley were, in thénember for Chaffey and the member for Giles—
deregulated ports of Geelong and Portland, $265 per tonne. Mr Piccolo interjecting:

When weighing up the advantages and disadvantages of

BARLEY EXPORTING BILL
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Mr KOUTSANTONIS: And the member for Light, MPs, win afew extra seats, form a permanent opposition and
sorry. get some real benefits for the people of country South
Mr Griffiths interjecting: Australia, because otherwise you are being led by the nose by
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: They are all good people. | have inner suburbs Sydney and Melbourne MPs and you are
a great deal of time for farmers, given that my father was detraying the people you are sent here to represent.
farmer before he came to this country. | have a great deal of
sympathy for them. But, for the life of me, | cannot under- Mr HANNA (Mitchell): | have grave reservations about
stand why you are all happy about doing this to them. Couldhe Barley Exporting Bill. To start with a basic principle, |
you imagine, Madam Deputy Speaker, the Labor Partgupport the principle of collective bargaining wherever a
introducing legislation that would somehow harm the uniorgroup of people is at an economic disadvantage; and, while
movement— that may be true of workers and trade unions on the one hand
TheHon. R.G. Kerin: Have you reserved your right?  in their battle in the economy to get decent rights and wages
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: No. Inthe words of the member as against the owners of capital, on the other hand, | am
for Enfield, if you are not going to help yourselves, why supportive of farmers binding together to present a common
should | care? | cannot believe that people such as Johnarketing program to the world when it comes to our
Howard and Peter Costello, who have been fining this stateroducts.
up to $9 million for not having done this in the past, represent When it comes to barley, | know we are not insignificant
the same people as members opposite. players in the world market, but | see that South Australian
Mr Pederick interjecting: farmers have every right to bind together so that they can
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: No, | am speaking in favour of market in strength. The consequence of this bill will be a
it. What | cannot understand is that the member forfragmentation of the barley supply chain, and | could not
Hammond is in the same party as the member for Essendohave put it more eloquently than it was put by the member for
the federal Treasurer, because these two people have oppodiafield, Mr John Rau. The speech that he gave yesterday was
views about whether or not we should protect farmersbrilliant. It started on page 1968 éfansard, and | recom-
interests. It is the same with the members for Schubert anahend it to any farmer or anyone related to any farmer who
Finniss; and of course the member for Stuart; and the futurbappens to read this speech. Mr Rau’s speech should be
leader of the Liberal Party, the member for Goyder. It is arprinted in full in theStock Journal.
interesting point that, every time there has been a new Basically, this competition policy has been driven from
member for Goyder, there has been an articleThe  Canberra for a number of years now—and, | must say,
Advertiser about the new member for Goyder being a futureAustralians have received many benefits from it in respect of
Liberal leader. If you look back, when John Meier first won,many goods and services. However, when it comes to
| think in a by-election (but he may have come in at anbenefiting the consumers of other countries, it is a little more
election), he was touted as a future Liberal leader. So, difficult to make sense of it. Why would we be breaking
reckon the second time is a charm. I've got my money ordown competition when the restriction on competition, in the

you, son. I've got my money on you. sense of a combined selling effort being made on behalf of
TheHon. R.J. McEwen: You are not supposed to be our farmers, is benefiting our economy and making it more
betting. difficult for overseas suppliers? | cannot understand why we

Mr KOUTSANTONIS:  am not a member of the AFL: would be legislating to the detriment of our own farmers.
| can bet on whomever | like. | have looked into the eyes of It is important that the barley growing community was
the members for Schubert and Stuart, and | have seen tipelled before this legislation was brought in, and 80 per cent
disappointment. | look up at the picture of Tom Playford andwere clearly in favour of a continuation of the single desk.
how it looks down on you all so disapprovingly because ofThere is a precedent in law for a situation where the law
how you have changed and how you no longer represent thgaters for the vast majority rather than the minority. By way
people you used to represent; and how you go back tof analogy, | am thinking of company law where, if a person
meetings of the RSL, the CFS and the Country Women'acquires a certain percentage of a public company, that then
Association where they make nice scones. How do you lookjives them the right to acquire the rest. It does not make a lot
those little maties in the eye? | look up at Tom Playford—aof sense to have a 95 per cent shareholder and a 5 per cent
man who is renowned across the world as the longest-servirghareholder, because the 5 per cent shareholder will not have
conservative leader in the commonwealth, in the empire—anghuch of a say, anyway. The same thing applies here. You
he looks down on the lot of you as if to say, ‘What happened2annot have a single desk for 80 per cent of the growers: you
Where are they?’ either have it for all or none. | think that can work even if

There are four or five brave souls. In fact, | am not surethere is deregulation interstate, because the South Australian
how many there are; we will find out later. | just cannotbarley growers are a significant sector of the market.
believe what is going on in the Liberal Party today. For | think that it is the role of government to assist them to
instance, yesterday, you sold out sugar farmers, sold thegbmbine for the benefit of their sales efforts overseas, not the
down the river, and now you are here today doing the samsle of government to ensure that they cannot effectively
thing, in your own words, in your own speeches, about barlegombine. As | have said, it is either all in or none, and | think
farmers. | do not necessarily agree with that but, obviouslywe are probably going the wrong way here, for the sake of a
half your party is divided on this. You are not quite sure whocompetition policy that is meant to be serving Australians, not
you represent any more. purchasers overseas. For those reasons, | will be opposing the

| have to say that | feel very sorry for the Liberal Party hill.
today. | think what you need to have happen is another split.
I encourage you all to split. | encourage you all to throw out  Mr PEDERICK (Hammond): | rise today in support of
all the city members of the Liberal Party. Get rid of them; youthis bill. Part of the reason is that after many consultations
do not need them. If | were you, | would stick to the bush(and | will refer to a statement | made in a speech on



Thursday 8 March 2007 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 2033

7 December last year), the industry has finally come to #opefully we will have one this year, although not quite that
position. In my speech on 7 December | stated: wet in the finish.

There are a lot of things on the table at the moment, obviously, Changes to marketllng have been discussed since qbout
exacerbated by the situation with wheat. We need to take note, as h§95. In more recent times we have had the Round review,
been mentioned by the member for MacKillop, of this report andthe Story review and the SAFF Grains Council review. There
recommendations by the latest barley marketing group. The industiyas also the report of Neil Andrews which we have here now.

needs to have a good look at it. The industry has not come up witfiyejieve we are at the point when ABB corporatised. | always
a solution in the past four years, and | know that the barley marketin

group is pushing for full deregulation after a three-year period ogay it took over AusBulk but, I guess, to be technically

semi-deregulation. At the end of the day, it is up to the industry tacorrect, it merged with AusBulk and so we lost a marketer
tell the politicians in this house what it wants. There is nothing worseout of the system at that stage. Then ABB went from being
than politicians telling people how to operate their business. | havg company that certainly had a very good trade name in
g'xe? thy \{'ﬁwlf’ butitis up to the people of the electorates to s“"“fnarketing overseas (and still has) and took over all the
what they think.

storage.
My family has had an interest in barley growing since we My \enning interjecting:

came off the boat in 1840. We started in Adelaide and went Mr PEDERICK: As the member for Schubert says, it
out to the Gawler/Angle Vale/One Tree Hill region, and wewas the wrong move. | will go back to what happened in
are still down at Coomandook, where everyone is well awar@oos at the South Australian Farmers Federation Grains
that I have leased out my farming operation. | will again stateA\GM. In box 1 under the heading ‘Growers calling for
on the record that | have sold all my barley shares. My fatheihcreased transparency and accountability’ it states:

has a few thousand dollars worth of them. So, that is not an Increasingly the industry has been looking for changes to the

issue with me. | certainly have plenty of cousins, neighbourgxisting markéting arrangéments, as demonstrated at the South
and third cousins twice removed who probably have sharesustralian Farmers Federation’s Grains AGM in March 2005, where

in barley. motions were carried by grain grower members in relation to
. improving the transparency and accountability in barley marketing.
Mrs Geraghty: Good disclosure. This included the following resolutions—

Mr PEDERICK: Yes, it is open disclosure. | am involved | will just read out one that is applicable today. Resolution 5
with plenty of people in my electorate who have a lot of states:
barley shares. However, a lot of people have had to relinquish  That the SAFF Grains Council explore and, where appropriate,
their shares just to keep operating. Obviously, my 86 year oldegotiate with government changes to the barley marketing
father has had a lot of experience on the land. He told me a&rangements including: -
story the other day about when they tried to form a hay Impro;(ements in accountability and transparency of pool

: . operations;

marketing group years ago with sheaved hay. They all agreed Rpegulated export licence(s);
that the price should be $10 a tonne. The problem with  Third party access to the pools if only one licence is issued;
farmers is that they can never unite—I will admit that, as |am  Differentiation between grain handling, sales and related
one of them—because there is always the chance that businesses so that the value from pools is not compromised,;
someone might make a buck. For some reason, one bloke Continuation of market development, QA and research; and

) . . A mechanism to ensure that the necessary changes are complied
must have needed his money a bit quicker and he sold for i, Y g P

$8 a tonne, so he broke the market and broke the concept . .
that little marketing group with their sheaved hay. Anotherm 2005, the SAFF Grains Council was called on, | would

. X : . suggest, as the third round of recent attempts at reform but
time farmers were going to boycott the sales in Adelaide for ould not come up with the goods. | believe that it has gone
lambs and mutton. Sure enough, a couple of farmers 100K o t21mers. There were 11 650 letters sent out, according
advantage and doubled the price for their sheep. There are gll \ g registrations, which would be your most accurate
sorts of |§sues with marketlng, aswe see ft' registration to track down farmers. Out of those letters to
The single desk with barley was formed in 1939 as, at thafarmers there were only 26 submissions put in and | think
stage, farmers were getting ripped off hand over fist by slickhere were 14 that got a hearing through the Neil Andrews

marketers running around and offering different prices allyorking group. So, for people to say, ‘Let's have another
over the place and taking farmers down. | think, in the mainpolr’, | think we have been—

that operation has served farmers well since 1939, buta lot My Piccolo: That's your side.

of things have changed since then. We have access to the Mr PEDERICK: Yes, it may be.

internet. We have access to consultants to help us marketour vy piccolo: No, not may be; it is.

grain. We do not have to go in blindly when someone rings  \jr PEDERICK: Well, okay, if that's what the member
up and asks, ‘What would you like for this?" and just take afor Light says.

price. Mr Piccolo interjecting:

It was only in the early nineties that domestic marketing Mr PEDERICK: Yes, okay, there are members calling
of barley was deregulated. | can remember that 1992 wasfar a poll. That’s fine, member for Light. That is the beauty
wet year, and it was like reaping coleslaw. There was wildf being in the Liberal Party: you are allowed to have
lettuce about 5 feet high and every other weed under the sufigedom of choice. Although, | am not sure which angle the—
with a bit of wild radish in the crop, which made it off-spec ~ The Hon. R.G. Kerin interjecting:
grain. You could not deliver it to ABB sites (CBH sites atthe  Mr PEDERICK: Yes. | am not sure where the member
time). You had to get an inspector out on farm to tell youfor West Torrens was going with his speech today. | think he
whether you could sell the grain over the hill or somewherementioned the word ‘bewildering’ in relation to the bill. But
else, as | did to Dehy Fodders, which was operating ak digress. | just want to mention how everyone is getting a
Meningie at the time. | can tell the parliament that | made $10ittle excited about the possibility of losing the single desk.
atonne and it was full of greenery and not very nice grain td.et me say from the start, as | said in my speech in
handle. That is what happens when you get a wet yeabecember: | think Hammond is about 50-50 on this issue, so
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I had to make a conscious decision on which way | would gaMarketing Act 1993 (The Principal Act) to allow additional
with this. That conscious decision was based on the fact th&tarketers to access the existing grain storage and handling systems
we finally had a committee that— and create competition for our barley crop.
Mr Piccoloi . For the past three years since the merger of ABB and AUSBULK
r Piccolo interjecting: under the current legislation SA has had the lowest barley prices in
Mr PEDERICK: You only have one choice, member for Australia. New seasons barley prices 2007—Vic $212 per tonne, SA
Light. We finally had a committee that had made a decision$180 per tonne, SA growers simply cannot afford to receive $32 per

< f - ... fonne less again. | and my fellow farmers feel we simply cannot cope
after approaching every grower in South Australia, SO it iSyih the current unstable and unsustainable current legislation. Please

time to move on because the barley industry cannot stand apgt your best effort into passing this legislation to allow changes to
wait. To those people who say that we market our barley athis season and save my livelihood!

one parcel, perhaps technically we have from South Australie.\Th wer le of items of corr nden hat |
but there has been a lot of grain heading over the border. N ese were a couple of items of correspondence that

ceived. It will be historic if this bill goes through, and |
South Wales has been fully deregulated for several YealRink what everyone has said is great. It obviously takes a bit

along with Victoria and Western Australia is semi- - )
deregulated. Members of the Liberal Party went over toof courage for members to make a certain stand, but that just

; o . echoes where some people in my electorate wish to go with
Western Australia and had a briefing on the GLA in 2004,y 6,1 think that our doors would be knocked down by

and| \_Na_ls fortuna_te to be able t‘? tag along as a candidate. eople frightened that the sun will not come up if the so-
_ I will just mention a few local issues that have happenegajied single desk disappears, but that has not happened.
in the last couple of years. People say, ‘If the single desk With regard to local issues—and | mentioned some in my

?r:isr?ppgirife\'\ﬁ;ﬁkslell'lnﬁgvlg %J;:]ar;ge”rﬁe’ringoar‘uiwattgorr;ggpeech in December—in the recent harvest about 5 000 tonne
9- 4 y 9 a day was heading out of South Australia over the border to

saying, ‘We just cannot operate under the current ICmc'n%lurrayville, which turned into the third biggest eastern-based

;‘S;rrr]r?é?g?/;/elrr:a ﬁg&i th:rerev;/l?zer;ggay I?]f r%ga;tn igﬁr}?iﬂhaﬂd site in Australia because the prices offered in South
gag : Y Kustralia could not match it. Grain could be sent up from

land of milk and honey, and what they were finding was that : P
once they got their first payment from the pool and reaIiseqcfoomandook (about 250 kilometres from Murrayville in

: . ; . ictoria) for $60 a tonne better. | can assure members that
how low it was, they could barely pay their chemical bill, andthere would be plenty of single desk supporters in that lot
then they had to move on.

sending their grain to Murrayville, because it just did not pay

_ What has exacerbated this drought is that we did have @& put grain into South Australian silos. If this change goes
big year in 2005 but we were getting values for our grain thalhead—

were nearly 30 years old. | ask the members of this house: S
would you be prepared to sit here on wages that are almost The Hon. R.J. McEwen interjecting: )
30 years old? | doubt it. No-one is putting their hand upina Mr PEDERICK: Yes, absolutely. If this change goes
hurry, anyway. ahead, | think ABB will still be there. It needs to be strong
Mr Bignell: The super would be better. because it holds the infrastructure. It needs to be a strong

Mr PEDERICK: | accept what the member for Mawson Company, but I want to see ABB utilise its storage. There are
says that the super would be better, but that is another issu@20ut 12 storages barely used at Murray Bridge and east of
This is a serious issue. For how long can you put the squee?durray Bridge. Our people—wives, sons, daughters,
on? | think it has got to the stage where growers think theyvorkmen—cannot get jobs at the local silos because the grain
need something else to happen. Why has there been a betepeading over the border. | was mformed that one Ioad from
price in WA and Victoria in 2005 and 20067 | will just quote Ceduna managed to make money going to Murrayville on a

from a couple of items of correspondence that have been sefftain day when the price just happened to be right. That is
to me in the past couple of days, as follows: amazing. Plenty of grain was coming from further afield—

Dear Adrian, | believe there is the possibility that there could beSedan_, th? top of the Yorke Peninsula, etc. ) .
a disruption to the smooth passage through parliament of a new If this bill does not go through, the wheat single desk will
Barley Marketing Act. | think this should be avoided as it will cause be under threat. What everyone needs to be aware of is that

uncertainty to the entire barley industry for the upcoming season. | . : :
is now March and barley growers need to be sourcing seed, fertiliseéBB Grain is part of the three sisters currently exporting

and chemicals to begin plans for the cropping season. Growers algheat. That is a fact. Another fact is that ABB Grain is
need to begin their 2007-08 marketing plans as soon as possiblactively looking at taking over wheat exporting. Itis a bit of
Unhelpful amendments to the new Barley Marketing Act will createg fallacy to have your foot in one camp and then actively go

confusion and possibly reduce the area of land sown to barley. ; ; ;
May | stress that | think Rory McEwen’s intervention into Barley for deregulated wheat in another. | just do not think you can

Marketing in South Australia was an appropriate decision as SAFF§ave your cake and eat it too.
Grain Council had too much industry intervention. | believe Neil  The diversification of the ABB is another issue. As | said,

Andrew and the Barley Marketing Review Committee have servedy e need to have a strong ABB. It has served farmers well
the industry well and their recommendations should be adhered tQ. .

Please will you and your colleagues give Rory McEwen’s new2Nds if this bill is passed, the ABB will show how it can
Barley Marketing Bill a safe passage through parliament. compete locally, give better prices to local farmers and use
| quote from another letter: its storages. It has recently moved into the malting area, with

Dear Mr Pederick Joe White Maltings and third-party grain trading. It has also

I understand the peak representative body for South Australiaf’0Ved into finance and the wool market, and just recently it
grain growers, the SAFF Grains Council unanimously— started up a farm chemical business. So, it is diversifying
which it did— away from where it started in 1939, and it will be a complete-

endorsed The Barley Marketing Review Committee’s findings int0Iy new ABB thatis operating. | think that it is marvellous that

Barley Marketing. The Agriculture Minister, the Honourable Rory itis diversifying to, prptect its intergsts and its shareholders
McEwen has put the findings into action and | believe the newand, as has been indicated to me in the party room, there are
Barley Marketing Act has been tabled to amend The Barleymany other shareholders other than the farmers. Itis a brave
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new world: it will move on, the sun will come up and it will 2005 Graincorp’s barley pool beat the socks off ABB. | know that,

go down—as it does in Victoria and Western Australia. because | had some in each. Segregations, central delivery points and
Mr Venning interjecting: delivery standards also haven't changed very much. Neither should

_ variety recommendations, although if someone opens up a new
Mr PEDERICK: | thank the member for Schubert. One market they should be able to specify what they want. We all sell our

issue that people need to be aware of is that the ABB will stiltanola, peas, beans, oats, sheep and wool on the open market and |
be there if they want to deal with it through the pools or casttannot see how wheat and barley are any different.
options; | firmly believe that. So, if you are looking for safety  Finally, there is no doubt in my mind that AWB and ABB will
and securi, | belleve hat the A3 il fnd @ way (0 e e g e e
H #Ie0N .
g?haer??rtggeﬁu;rﬁ’gyénsegtogxoyviﬁ“ﬁen%[ ggrg: t\(/)vf?igﬁ | v\\ll\ﬂlﬂgan’t survive [and this is important, Mr Acting Speaker] in a freey
) / . bl : market with the loyalty and asset backing that they enjoy, then they
ensure that traders are doing the right thing. | think thation't deserve to. Personally [and this is still the farmer speaking],
people will find that life will go on, that we will be able to | think they will be much better companies to do business with if
use our local storages and that we will be able to market oupey have to earn our respect, and not just arrogantly assume it as a
grain successfully. If people did not think that it would ngnt.
I;apper;]this yekar,bthey thouﬁht itr\:voulql ftl)a_ppen atlfo;nfe IT»_tag(believe that letter summarises where the industry is at the
own the track, because the wheat Job Is at risk of fallingmoment and probably reflects a majority of farmers’ views—
over. | was always a supporter of the wheat single desk buhot 100 per cent, but a majority. | think it is wise counsel for
as to what has happened with the Iraq deal (and | do not agreieis house.
with how business was done, although some people would
say thatis how you do business in those countries), where it \;r vENNING (Schubert): | oppose this bill. | have been
made its mistake was not to out itself quickly enough. lhere for almost 17 years and this is an issue that s very close
support the bill. to my heritage. At the outset | remind the house of my
_ . interest as a farmer, a barley grower and hence a shareholder
FO;thn%OSi'ﬁFf;ig)_C?\r/nV;g_ (Minister for Agriculture, alor_lg with my family. My Iatg father, Hovyard Venning, was
i s ) chairman of South Australia Cooperative Bulk Handling,
extengédﬂLi;Q?i éopr) moving the adjournment of the house beyhich later became AusBulk and which, of course, is now
i . " ABB. My brother Max is currently the deputy chairman of
Motion carried. ABB. | am proud of both of their efforts on behalf of farmers;
. T . . | do not run from it at all. So, you can see that | have more
_ Mr PICCOLO (Light): |wish to make a brief contribu- 5 5 casual interest in this matter. | am a fourth-generation
tion to the debate. At the outset, | admit that | am Nnot &, mer from Crystal Brook; we have been farming there since
farrl?/lerr.\/enning' You have Freeling 1870—that is, 137 years. Surely someone’s judgment ought

Mr PICCOLO: Yes—and Greenock, Wasleys and tobe .Consu.jere'd |n.these maters. )
Roseworthy, which are grain-growing areas. | am pleased to This legislation is aII_ about Whether South Australian
have them in my electorate, and | think that they are please@rley growers can continue to effectively market barley to
to have me, too. | regularly read tiock Journal as a way lhe.export market together—commonly called, in this issue,
of keeping up to date with the interests of parts of my2 Single desk. Very simply, our barley board accumulates
electorate. When | received my copy this morning, | read darley from its grower members and sells it overseas on their
couple of the letters regarding the Grains Council and thgehalf._AII proﬂts_, and the_ costs are shared. Some would call
debate on the ABB. If my reading of letters and otherit agrarian somahsm,but it has worked Wellfor 68 years. The
material in theStock Journal over the past month has been Same happens with wheat and the Australian Wheat Board.
accurate, opinion has been running at about 2:1 in favour d$oth Australian wheat and barley have been sold this way for
deregulation. For my contribution, | can do no better tharPver 68 years, and by any score that has been fabulously
read this letter written today by a farmer from Bordertown,successful.
because | think that it puts quite well the case for the |would like to remind members of a bit of history. Some
government moving this way. It states: very famous names in South Australia have been linked to

I would like to congratulate the SAFF Grains Council on its setting up this orderly marketing system, and a few come to

courageous decision to liberate the grain growers of this state frothy mind straightaway. Thomas Stott, a name already

the export monopolies of the ABB and the AWB. While many grain mantioned in the debate, was a great South Australian—in
growers feel very loyal to those companies, they are reluctant t !

acknowledge the difference between the statutory bodies they ong@Ct' sir, he sat in that chair, your chair, Mr Speaker, as
knew [and grew up with] and present structures. member for Ridley. Tom Shanahan, father of the current
This is an interesting bit: Shanahans; Michael, Des and next generation Tom; Herb

The spots have stayed the same but the leopard underneath ig’gtras from the member for Hammond's electorate, who we

very different animal. It is self-evident that the best way to maximisedSed to call Mr Barley; Max Saint from the peninsula;
profit for shareholders is to buy grain as cheap as possible and séinthony Honner and his father, Jim: these guys ate and slept
as dear as possible. There is no doubt that there is a conflict ¢farley. | will also mention Maurice Kerin, a great friend of

interest between the statutory obligation of these two companies g,y father and the father of the man sitting in front of me

maximise shareholder returns and their responsibility to give the best . .
return to us growers. Plow. Maurice was one of the best barley agents in South

Deregulation is inevitable. However, if we embrace it as [the]Australia and he was a great mate of my father. | have not
grains council has done and try and steer the change, we will getspoken to him about this matter, but | am sure that he would
far better outcome than if we have to be dragged into it kicking an‘hgree with me more than he agrees with his son on this

screaming [this is a farmer speaking, not me]. Victoria has had P ;
deregulated barley market for a while and very little has changegﬂatter' I know that our very own shadow minister started his

from a grower’s perspective. Pools are still being run, not only byworking life for the Australian Barley Board. Isn’t this quite
AWB and ABB but by Elders, Graincorp, or whoever. Indeed, ina historic and ironic moment?
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Why are we pulling it down? After 68 years | cannot single desk is unfair and uncommercial. That criticism ought
believe we are doing this. | feel a sense of failure thatto be the reason we keep it, not the opposite.
personally, | have not been able to convince the parliament How dare they criticise our collective scheme when they
of the value of its retention. | feel let down by the govern-operate a corrupt market with market subsidies. We don’t and
ment, although the speech by the member for Enfielghever will see it here. Also, we have a vocal core of a dozen
certainly encouraged me. It was a great speech; | encourageso young deregulators who have been encouraged by some
members to read it. | feel let down by my own party but mostof our grain traders to agitate for change. Four of these
of all I feel let down by the National Party. Over 68 years theagitators got themselves on SAFF's Grain Council, and |
National Party of Australia has been the party above all othersame them because | blame them absolutely for this. | am not
that supported the single desk—particularly in wheat antlaming the minister. These are the people you can blame.
barley—more strongly than any other. After all, itis supposedrhey can take it fairly and squarely to their blinkin’ grave,
to be the national country party—or, at least, it was—thabecause | believe they have acted against the overall best
represented country people. If it were not for the old LCL andnterests and intention of their membership.
that gentleman depicted on this wall here, Sir Thomas | know them. The Chairman Brett Roberts was not the first
Playford, I would be here as a National Party member, not @ne. Michael Schaeffer, lan Farley and Gary Hanson are three
Liberal member. But that was done years ago: we got thefyho agitated very strongly and convinced the then chairman
together and I have no regrets about that. to change, and Brett Roberts then changed. Of course, the rest
I was quite devastated to learn in my discussions with thés history. Brett Roberts was a Nuffield Scholar, a fine citizen
member for Chaffey, the leader of the National Party here imand a very good farmer. He went to the United States on a
South Australia, that the party will not be supporting thescholarship and on return he toured the states trumpeting loud
retention of the single desk; in fact, | spoke to her twice orand clear how lucky we were and the value of the single desk.
this matter, because | am sure that some of her federglhe Americans told him that, while they were envious of the
National colleagues would be quite horrified at the state’single desk, they were critical of it. They all had a comment
stance on this. In relation to my own party, | am veryabout our single desk. He came home thinking, ‘Wow, we
disappointed that it has gone with the so-called flow on thisieed to do all we can to retain it.” Well, when you hear what
and it said that, because the SAFF Grains Council hase has done now, you wonder who and how or what got to
supported deregulation, the state Liberal organisation wouldim.
not stand in their way. As to the government, | am extremely  Communication in relation to this whole issue has been
disappointed, because | know that several members—very poor, and | do not believe ti&ock Journal has given
particularly, the member for Enfield—have made speechegs enough coverage. We are all being told that no-one has
in the house over the years and they have been very supp@iritten in about this matter. The minister will say that no-one
tive of the single desk. has bothered to write in about this matter. You know why?
The speech by the member for Enfield highlighted som@ecause they are apathetic and because most of them think,
salient points. We have made some big mistakes in the pasivell, the cuase is lost. There’s nothing we can do; we have
Yes, 10 years ago we should never have corporatised SACBid accept it.’ | believe the media should have done much more
(now AusBulk), and it was in his words ‘the spivs’ who to keep this debate alive and kick it along.
convinced us—and | was one of them under their influence—  The debate about whether South Australia should continue
that we had to change it. We changed it. with its single desk export selling of barley regime via the
Mr Bigndll: Tell me about ETSA. Barley Marketing Act 1993 has been aired much in recent
Mr VENNING: Itis a brave person who admits he madeyears. Single desk selling of barley, like single desk arrange-
mistakes. | have admitted that we all made a mistake. | wisihments for wheat, has worked well in favour of our farmers for
we could go back, but we cannot, because we will end upver 68 years, therefore it should not be tampered with
losing the lot. That is what will happen in this corporatelightly. The suggestion that there is increased pressure to
world. We were told it was where we needed to be. | havehange this arrangement—in fact, the whole debate—is based
appreciated the support of members and | have appreciated a false premise. The large majority of South Australian
the quality of the member for Enfield’s speeches. | think theyfarmers do not want to deregulate their barley marketing
were from the heart, very clever and deliberate. | ofterarrangements. A poll conducted by SAFF in 2005 asked
circulate his remarks. | thank my colleagues—particularly theseveral questions. The first question was: do you support a
members for Stuart, Goyder and MacKillop—who stood up single desk for barley? Eighty per cent said yes. How would
because it is not easy to stand as four members against theembers like that majority in their seat? The second question
rest—the other 43. That is what it will be, but | do not care,was: do you support a more independent single desk for
because | am here for my conscience. barley—and the majority supported that, too. But there were
As | have said, it is often best to fight the battle hard ancho models to give it access. SAFF erred with this. As | said,
lose and still have your honour, rather than to win and hav80 per cent wanted a single desk. That was the first question,
no honour. | thank those members. | believe that the Ministeand you cannot deny the fact that 80 per cent said yes.
for Agriculture, Food and Fisheries has conned the Labor TheHon. R.J. McEwen: Of how many?
Party, and that may be too harsh—let me say that before he Mr VENNING: I'm not sure; | have forgotten the figure.
gets upset—but | think he has had his total way with a pretty - An honourable member: Eighty per cent of 49 res-
uninterested party on this issue. To arrive to this position iponses.
sad indeed, this so-called perception that we need to do this. \r VENNING: I'm not sure: | could guess the figure.
In the minister’s second reading explanation he stated: The Hon. R.G. Kerin interjecting:

Pressure to change this arrangement has been building for years. pr VENNING: It was 29 per cent of members. | thank

Rubbish, | say. | strongly dispute that. Yes, there has beeilie shadow minister.
criticism, especially from our overseas competitors, that the An honourable member interjecting:
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Mr VENNING: Or 30 per cent of the total membership. growers. Of the six members, only two were known single
On average, more than 80 per cent of South Australian barleyesk sympathisers. No wonder it came out with the findings
is exported, and 20 per cent is supplied to the domestit did. It had no representation reflecting the will of the
market, which has been deregulated for years. The Nationahajority of growers at all. They recommended a phased
Competition Council has been targeting single desk for somgansition to introduce deregulation. In effect, this will mean
time. Competition drives down prices, for example, Australiathe total deregulation of our barley by 1 July 2007.

Post and domestic airfares. Why would you want to drive  Of the meetings called to discuss the wheat single desk,
down prices for the Saudis, Chinese and Japanese buyersaMer 250 attended the Balaklava meeting three weeks ago,
our barley? and another convened by the Hon. David Fawcett two weeks

Mr Rau: Ask your colleagues. ago, and both had overwhelming support to retain the single

Mr VENNING: Well, you put it very well in your speech. desk for wheat. No ballot was taken, but the analysts all said
Competition payments have ceased, and there has been that it was quite clear as to the intent of the meetings and a
indication that they will continue. So, why are we doing thismodel of an independent authority creating a regulated single
now? Minister McEwen keeps harping back to the keydesk put up by grain analyst Malcolm Bartholomaeus has
reasons to deregulate, that is, our non-compliance witmuch support; that is, a separate single desk identity funded
national competition policy and our loss of more thanby a levy controlling all export sales except bags and
$9 million in competition payments. First, most farmers havecontainers. Of the 40-odd speakers at Balaklava, only three
no sympathy towards the NCP. Why? Because nationaupported full deregulation.
competition is just that: efficiencies within Australia to  There has been a notable shift back to single desk,
reduce prices and costs to consumers. Nothing about expa@specially after strong grower reaction to SAFF Grains
and nothing to do with this issue. Why reduce prices on th€ouncil’s announcement two weeks ago that it supported
export market? The opposite is true. We have alreadgeregulation. The SAFF Grains Council is out of step with
deregulated our local domestic market, so NCP does natl other grower organisations around Australia. The WAFF
apply in relation to the $9 million worth of lost payments. in Western Australia, the VFF in Victoria, grower meetings

The Rann government, through its then minister (Honin New South Wales, Victoria and Queensland, have all
Paul Holloway), instituted a report to federal Treasurerstrongly supported retaining single desk or a clone of it.
Costello in 2002 showing due cause why we should b&AFF Grains Council arrogantly said—and just cop this—
exempt. The Round report (as it was called) was dulyWe all know what they want, but we are going to give them
delivered by Professor David Round and a chosen committegshat they need.” How arrogant is that? It says it all, doesn’t
comprising Mr lan Kowalick and Mr Greg Schultz, but the it? If | was not here | would use another word. Bloody
findings were not conclusive because it was never properlglisgrace. How arrogant is that? ‘We all know what they want,
funded. The federal minister asked for a more conclusivéut we are going to give them what they need.” Bloody
report, but it was never revisited. Minister McEwen responddisgrace.
ed by twice introducing further amendments to the Barley Why did they cave in now after the NCP’s threat had all
Marketing Act 1993, and both lapsed. but subsided and gone? Who is the pressure coming from?

A member of the Round committee was amazed at th&Ve all know. Since its announcement a few weeks ago, SAFF
interpretation put on its deliberations. The formal recommenhas suffered membership losses because a majority of
dations were selected without his input after he had signedrowers believe that SAFF, as a body, is out of touch with the
off. Disgrace. The push to deregulate our barley has come=al needs and views of its members. My own membership
from certain quarters, most from the farm grain traders sucbf SAFF goes back over 40 years. | have always been a
as Brooks Grain. It is now a fully owned subsidiary of strong supporter and | have always vouchsafed the strength
Glencore. And who is Glencore? A huge multinational grainof SAFF. | have to consider my own position now, after
trader. It has also been said that the future of the single des@ March. | feel totally let down—absolutely. It is expected
for barley is directly tied to the single desk for wheat, and thathat many of SAFF’s executives will come under pressure at
will be decided in 2010. So, why do we not wait until then?the AGM to be held on 23 March. Chairman Brett Roberts is
| believe that we should at least wait to see the outcome, with director—and | do not do this lightly—of Australian
meetings about that currently being held across our state. Growers Direct (AGD). | checked the facts.

Yes, this bill is only about the South Australian arm of  As one of the most sophisticated on farm storage handling
ABB and barley, but we grow the most barley in Australia bysystems in South Australia, many growers are quite con-
a fair margin, so that it does have some similarity to AWBcerned about this apparent conflict of interest. | am sure |
and the national wheat market. | know that my shadowwvould not survive that sort of conflict in here. He has an
minister does not agree with me. We are significant barlegmployee who was an employee of ABB and together they
producers. With Western Australia, we supply 33 per cent oére working out some of the clients of the former ABB and
the world’s traded barley. South Australia and Westerrdoing their own storage on farm.

Australia collectively market their export barley using ajoint ~ Given that he is chairman of the section, | find it very
venture called Grain Australia. Given that more than 90 pedifficult to comprehend. The Grains Council has discredited
cent of barley exports come from South Australia and WA jtself and SAFF's members generally. If wheat is deregulated
one could argue the similarity to a national wheat single deskn 2010, | have no problems if we do this with barley, but not

In his second reading explanation and on other occasionantil then. After three years of this legislation we will have
the minister stated that the SAFF Grains Council agreed toothing—not even a Western Australian type GLA (not that
the establishment of a barley marketing working group. Yeswe wanted one of those).
but it had no choice, and it was minister McEwen's ideato It is a well held opinion that effective pools are as
set up this kangaroo court, without being too harsh, and hienportant as a single desk. Under deregulation the pools will
chose who would sit on it. He set up the guidelines, and in nprobably decline. Pools in New South Wales and Victoria are
way was the representation indicative of the opinion of thevery small and are offered by Elders and Graincorp. Farmers
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have to trust pools, and they generally do. | do not believe thESCOSA with a function of licensing barley exporters. ESCOSAs
role of ESCOSA goes beyond checking out the bona fides dgirice regulating authority does not extend to grain handling, as this
would-be grain licensees. It will not involve itself, | do not 'S not the related industry.
believe—the minister could be right—in ensuring thatitis important that | clarify that. Members raised whether or
Australian barley does not compete with Australian barley omot there should be a ballot. Some people referred to ‘other
overseas markets and whether they are being protected andfzillots’. There have been ballots before and there will be
satisfied. ballots again. The most important ballot, | think, was an

Currently, pools are controlled by the existing Barleyindividual letter personally addressed to every barley grower
Marketing Act 1993, and pools by law have to operate tdn South Australia—conducted, | might add, by the working
maximise return to growers. You do not get much betteparty that actually delivered the South Australian barley
protection than that. If the act is repealed, there are neeportto me. Before that group was formed | gave a commit-
guarantees—they are gone with the stroke of a pen. ABB wilinent (and | met with the shadow minister) that we would
still be running pools and will still trade barley, so under stand back and not interfere in any way, because we believed
deregulation which division will get most of the effort? Of it was appropriate that the industry determine this very
course it will go straight to the trading arm. complex matter, and we said then that, to the best of our

Finally, surely, in this emotive debate with a lot of heat in ability, we would translate their wishes into an act and bring
it, the best thing we can do with a bill like this is amend theit to this place. That is what we have done.
last clause to say that before this bill is repealed we should 14 the pest of our ability, we are attempting to honour in
at least give every grower in this state the right to a ballot, egjsjation what these leaders believe is the best possible
poll, and the right to have a say. We all dispute who is sayingning for the industry going forward. Neil Andrew, Gary
what. Ask them. Is that not democracy? Ask them. | am SUrgjanson, Stuart Murdoch and Michael Schaefer, along with
the industry would pay for the poll. If you are fair and geff Knight and Don Plowman with support from others,
straight, ask them. | rest my case and wait on the amenghaye put together a 107-page document, and it is well worth
ments. _ reading. The answers to many of the questions raised during

Time expired. the debate are clearly set out here, as are the pros and cons of
the different options. It is a quality document. It is very well
: A ; debated. Equally, those who chose to had the opportunity to
B e o R o SEC10r o i s Han e e, ano wen ruh 3

! ' Jetailed presentation in relation to the matter. Every question

lile because for every point that has been made a countgl, - \s\vered in a very professional and thorough way by
point has equally been made and it is one of those rarﬁgil on behalf of that group

occasions when there has been a free and flowing debate an i ) )
a range of views have been expressed, irrespective of one’s N closing and thanking everyone who has contributed to
political allegiances, which is a wonderful thing to see. | needhe debate, | can say that when people come back to this issue
to deal with a couple of matters in terms of the Openingtheywﬂl be surprised to see the passion, the range of opinion
address of the lead speaker for the opposition. | indicated th&d the quality of debate that has led to the position we are

I would put on the record my support for all but one of his!" where, quite clearly, the majority of us believe th_at this is
amendments, with one slight modification about an ESCOSANE best way forward for the industry. Itis what the industry
member being on the advisory committee, which we poti1as asked for and what we are prepared to deliver on its
agree is neither possible nor advisable. The last of higehalf.

amendments need a bit more work, and we will do that The house divided on the second reading:

TheHon. R.J. MCEWEN (Minister for Agriculture,

between the houses. AYES (35)

Equally I need to reassure people that the bill does not Atkinson, M. J. Bedford, F. E.
extend beyond the licensing of barley exporting. I will quote Bignell, L. W. K. Breuer, L. R.
from a response | gave to the Managing Director of ABB Caica, P. Chapman, V. A.
Grain Limited as a consequence of two letters from him to Ciccarello, V. Conlon, P. F.
me. | stated: Evans, I. F. Fox, C. C.

Your letter details ABB's concerns that the bill has been extended Geraghty, R. K. Goldsworthy, R. M.
beyond the licensing of barley exporting to include the regulation of Hamilton-Smith, M. L. J. Hill, J. D.
grain handling services. An explanation for why the bill has been Kenyon, T. R. Kerin, R. G.
constructed in the way it has should demonstrate such concerns are Key, S. W. Koutsantonis, T.
unwarranted. ;

) ) Lomax-Smith, J. D. Maywald, K. A.
_They are clearly unwarranted. | go into more detail further on McEwen, R. J. (teller)y  O'Brien, M. F.
in the letter—I have left out a section of the letter, although Pederick, A. S. Penfold, E. M.
the whole letter has been made available to members—and  pjccolo, T. Pisoni, D. G.
state: Portolesi, G. Rankine, J. M.

oring 6 consitute o regulatedinduatty for e purposes of the i M: D- Rau. . R
Xportin nsti r H

Espg EAC%.t%ﬁge?t;lgiaofe?#ealiesc Act, )t/he Essgntigl Services Simmons, L. A. Ste\./ens’ L.
Commission of South Australia is able to regulate price and perform Thompson, M. G. White, P. L.
licensing and other functions under related industry regulating acts. Wright, M. J.
Of course, the industry regulating act in this case, if it should . NOES (4)
be successful, is the Barley Exporting Act. The quote Griffiths, S. P. Gunn, G. M.
continues: Hanna, K. Venning, I. H. (teller)

However, it is important to note that the relevant industry PAIR

regulating act, in this case the Barley Exporting Act, only provides Foley, K. O. Williams, M. R.
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Majority of 31 for the ayes. Mr VENNING: | am not convinced by the minister’s
Second reading thus carried. argument in this instance. He says—correctly—that every
In committee. barley grower had an opportunity to respond. Well, they did

not. Does their silence mean that their opinion goes along
with what you are doing here today? | believe that most
growers know that it has been before the house but, if they

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: | seek from the minister an g4 not the publicity in next week'stock Journal will be
explanation for the reason the government of South Australig, -, that they will know. | believe that a poll, even if it be

and the Premier will strongly support protection for the Calaid for by the industry, would be the only democratic way

industry by maintaining a 10 per cent tariff while this bill will go. Is there any way, minister, that you would consider

take away protection afforded to the barley industry. HOW_C‘i"?:\rranging an independent poll by anyone, including the

Selectoral office, if you wish, because that would put the

right to protect the car industry, surely it must be right t0ecision beyond any doubt about whether there is or is not
protect the barley industry. The set of circumstances her@upport?

suggest that the Labor Party and the Premier have been out. TheHon. R.J. McCEWEN: How the member can have the

| am not afre(_e tradey; | never hav.e.b(.een. | believe in IOOI('n%tudacity to even propose this proposition when, ahead of the
after our own industries. | believe it is important to ensure our; 997 election, he was part of a government that said that it
Pelghbtour Pas l"?‘ job. W_hy hfave V\t’ﬁ got two sets (t)f rfuISes atlfrwl ould never sell ETSA and within months sold it. If he is not
XVO tsel_s;) policy coming from the government ot Sou prepared to support a poll on a matter so fundamental and so
ustralia: R i .. significant to the people of South Australia, why would he
TheHon. R.J. MCEWEN: | think the most valid pointis  now want a poll on this when, on this occasion, every grower
that we asked the industry to decide on balance what ¥5s already had the opportunity to be part of a very thorough
wanted. Along with the shadow minister, | gave the industryyrocess. No-one had the opportunity to reflect on the fact that
a commitment that if it did an extensive and thorough job and, fyndamental promise had been broken. There is no reason
weighed up all the pros and cons then we would respect itsow, other than a few people looking for a desperate excuse
wishes going forward. Its wish on balance was that the begjecause they have not been able to carry the weight on the
thing to do at this time is as the bill reflects. In no way d'dstrength of their persuasion.
that reflect on the arrangements to this point. | think the  \ye have had a thorough debate. Every member in the
shadow minister made the very strong point that whapjace has listened to the pros and cons and come down on the
necessarily serves the industry well in one era does not SenGye of what is before us. That is democracy at work and that
the industry in another era. When we look at where thi§s \yhat | support. That is why the member is in this house:
industry sits around the nation it seems that South Australig, 4t is why he was elected to be in this house, along with the

stands alone at present. The growers said that it was 3@t of ys. Thatis democracy at work and that is what we are
appropriate time to align the way in which we do bus'nes%xperiencing here today.

with others around Australia. Itis important to acknowledge 1 \/ENNING: Minister. in a nutshell you are refusing
from the outset that this is an industry request, unanimously, calling of a ba.IIot Yes c;r no '

supported by the peak body. _ TheHon. R.J. MCEWEN: | have made it abundantly

_ TheHon. G.M. GUNN: The minister indicated that this ¢jear that the most thorough ballot possible has occurred.
is t_he unanimous view ofthe mdu_stry. I putitto th(_a minister, Every single grower was personally written to and asked what
quite clearly and precisely, there is only one way in which toey thought. You cannot do better than that, which is a lot

geta clear and precise view from the industry; that is, t0 @SKetier than they chose to do in the far more fundamental
the Electoral Commissioner to conduct a poll of growers. 'example | gave a minute ago.

am very happy to accept the result of that poll. If we truly — \1r VENNING: | note the wording of the bill in

want to know what growers think—not from some rather |, ,se 4(2) is rather strange when it talks about the size of the
convoluted survey—we should get the impartial umpire tg

) e container being ‘not more than 50 tonnes’. | presume that is
conducta poll; then we will find out what the barley growers,, 4 50 tonnes of barley; in other words, any container, as
think. | am very happy to comply with whatever that resultjq, ¢ 55 it does not hold more than 50 tonnes. Is that correct?

is. | actually know what the result will be—and it is quitt  +1aHon R.J. McEWEN: That is just reflecting the
contrary to this. | ask the minister: why has that process NoL \rrent indu.str.y .arrangeme.nt

taken place? . . Clause passed.

TheHon. R.J. McCEWEN: | did not say that the industry Clauses 5 to 10 passed
unanimously supported it: | said that the industry’s peak body Clause 11 '
unanimously supported it. Equally, the member may have The Hon }.?G KERIN: | move:
missed the point | and others made during the debate. As part oo o '
of the extensive consultation, the working group wrote to, Page 5, lines 26 to 30 (inclusive)—Delete paragraphs (c) to (e)
every single barley grower. You cannot get a better poll tharqm?lus'_ve)' = ) .
to ask every single barley grower, ‘What are your wishes inThIS simplifies the setting of the |IC€I’1C.€ fee. | fE!t that the
this regard?’. The majority remained silent, | might add, incurrent paragraphs (a), (b) and (f) basically suffice, rather
other polls that were quoted today. We must be honest evefpan having to look at the assets and make guesses about how
time and, if we quote from a poll, the starting point must bemuch each trader will make out of the year’s trading.
how many people participated in it. The working party chose TheHon. R.J. MCEWEN: I indicate that the government
to write to every single grower. Every single piece ofsupports the amendment.
information that was collected was carefully analysed and, as Amendment carried; clause as amended passed.

a consequence of that, they brought forward the seven Clauses 12 to 20 passed.
recommendations that were a key to this bill. Clause 21.

Clauses 1 to 3 passed.
Clause 4.
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TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | move: components of that amendment, particularly subclauses (6),
Page 9, line 3—Delete ‘may’ and substitute: (7) and (8), where it is quite clear now that not only must the
must minister have such a committee formed but he must also

Basically, this is a pretty simple amendment. At the momenteceive reports from that committee and must refer them to
the bill provides that the minister ‘may’ appoint the advisoryESCOSA. This is what we wish to do. It seems to be a
committee. We feel that it probably better reflects the set-upoundabout way, but the advice we have had from parliamen-
if we replace ‘may’ with ‘must’. tary cour!sel is that ESCOSA itself cannot form a
TheHon. R.J. MCEWEN: | indicate that the government Subcommittee. _
fully supports this amendment. From time to time, | have SO this cannot be a subcommittee of ESCOSA and
been told by parliamentary counsel that ‘may’ means ‘musttherefore the only way we can form this committee and give
but, if ‘may’ means ‘must’, I like the amendment of the it responsibility to report to ESCOSA is by directing the

opposition, which means that you actually put the wordminister not only to set up the committee but also to receive
‘must’. reports from the committee and then he must refer those

Amendment carried. reports to ESCOSA and the commission must, when exercis-

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | would like to move my ingits function under the act, take into account the advisory
amendment No. 3, with the exception of (2)(f), which sayscommittee’s report. In supporting this amendment, | compli-
that at least one member must represent the commission.ment the shadow minister for framing it in this way and

The CHAIR: You are seeking to move your amendmentMaking it abundantly clear to all stakeholders that they have

in an amended form? a clear, direct line to the commission.
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Yes. The CHAIR: Minister, for the benefit of the chair, could
Leave granted; amendment amended. you indicate what ‘ESCOSA' stands for?
Page 9, lines 5 to 7 (inclusive)—Delete subclause (2) and‘Sgrvices Commission of South Australia. Madam Chair, you
substitute: might have noted that, throughout the debate, we referred to
(2) The advisory committee must consist of at least 7 but nothat body in the abbreviated form.
more than 10 persons, of whom— Amendment as amended carried; clause as amended

(a) 1 (the presiding member) must have knowledge assed
of, or experience in, but be independent of, theP ’
barley industry; and Clause 22 passed.

(b) at least 2 must be barley growers; and Clause 23.

(c) atleast 1 (who must not be a barley grower) must  The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Clause 23(1) provides that ‘the
have knowledge of, or experience in, a particular overnor may, by proclamation, fix a date for the repeal of
area of grain handling services; and . , o

(d) at least 1 must have knowledge of, or experiencdNis act. Why has the minister not gone down the track of
in, the fields of law, commerce or economics; and doing this by regulation and then, if members are of the view

(e) atleast 1 must represent the Government.  that that is an unwise course of action, at least they have some

(3) The members of the advisory committee will hold office yecoyrse. Under the proclamation procedure, they will read

on such terms and conditions as the Minister thinks fit. L : ’ .
(4) The Minister must ensure that a meeting of the a\dvisory_”IbOUt it in theGovernment Gazette, and that will be it. If it

committee is convened at least twice in each year. is done by regulation, at least they can bring it to the attention
(5) The procedures to be observed in relation to the conduabf either house of parliament and have a debate on the issue.
of the business of the advisory committee willbe— | seek from the minister the reasons why that has not been

a) as prescribed by the regulations; PR
gbg o o e p?/ocedur% e ot determined undefiONe. ONce that proclamation is issued, the barley growers

(c) insofar as the procedure is not determined undehave been hung out to dry. Surely a member of parliament
paragraph (a) or (b)—as determined by the com-who feels strongly about this matter should have the ability
mittee. . . to at least challenge it on the floor of this chamber.

(6) The presiding member of the advisory committee must, . - .
as soon as practicable after a meeting of the committee, | n€Hon. R.J. MCEWEN: | am advised that we are just
make a report to the Minister on the business transactetboking for some flexibility. It is the intention that this
at, and any advice arising from, the meeting. ~ operate for three harvests. That is quite clear. We have talked

(7) The M'?'fSter %“Stv Do o0 as prgitctmable "’.‘Lter receipt ?ébout three years and three harvests. We are just saying that,
%;efeogorﬁgntheegor\ﬂsrﬁrséﬁ)%mm' €€, provide a copy oty ansure that we can getitin place to allow it to carry on for

(8) The Commission must, when exercising its functionsthree harvests, there is a little flexibility. The intent, though,
under the Act, take into account the advisory committee’sis quite clear. The flexibility is just around what the final date
report. might be. However, there will be some more discussion about

I would like to explain the reason | have moved to put thiswhat we do between now and then, which is what the shadow
into the bill, and that is to more succinctly spell out theminister has indicated, and what we will deal with between
composition of the advisory committee and also the way théhe houses.
committee operates. Given the report of the working group, Mr VENNING: | appreciate what the minister just said,
I think this gives comfort that the advisory committee will and | understand that a lot of work will be done on this over
operate in the way it was intended. We have changed a couptlee next three years. | think the matter raised by the member
of things to make it fit with the way the legislation works, but for Stuart is very sound advice, indeed. In fact, as a person
I think what we now have well and truly fits the model as putof 36 years’ experience, | think it is very wise counsel to put
forward by the working group, and that is why | have movedthat measure in there, because the decision comes back to this
this amendment. place by way of regulation, and not by reading it by way of
TheHon. R.J. MCEWEN: | support the amended a proclamation of the Governor. | thinkitis a good idea, and
amendment filed by the shadow minister. In so doing, | wisH think the advice from the member for Stuart is sound. It can
to bring to the attention of the committee a couple ofalways be altered by changing the act—you can do it in two
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years if you wish, or whenever you like. But to do this by 5 of the bill) for the purposes of the Essential Services
way of regulation for the next three years certainly wouldCommission Act? My second question is: why cannot
provide a brake, so that this house would have the final safSCOSA be simply empowered under the bill to administer
TheHon. R.J. MCEWEN: We are dealing with the the accreditation and licensing of barley exporters, rather than
establishment of a three-year licensing scheme for exportettying to artificially create an essential service which really
of barley, and a little bit of flexibility around that. Although is not an essential service as the community would normally
we say potentially from 1 July 2007 through to 30 June 2010understand that term to mean? The third question is: if in
the intention is to have a licence scheme operating over thrggaking Grain Handling Services an essential service it is, in
harvests. It is quite clear what we want; we just need a littléhe government's opinion, necessary to give ESCOSA the
bit of flexibility about where the starting and finishing datespower to administer the Barley Exporting Act, and there is
might be in relation to this licensing scheme operating ovenothing more sinister in mind, why does the bill not provide

three harvests. for this mechanism to lapse when the Barley Exporting Act
The committee divided on the clause: expires or is repealed?

AYES (32) The fourth question is: does the government intend to
Bedford, F. E. Bignell, L. W. K. propose any regulations in the future to allow ESCOSA to
Breuer, L. R. Caica, P. make price determinations in respect of barley exporters?
Chapman, V. A. Ciccarello, V. That is a very important question. The fifth question is: does
Conlon, P. F. Evans, I. F. the government envisage that ESCOSA would make codes
Fox, C. C. Geraghty, R. K. or rules relating to the conduct or operations of barley
Goldsworthy, M. R. Hamilton-Smith, M. L. J.  exporters as it would be entitled to do under section 28 of the
Hill, J. D. Kenyon, T. R. Essential Services Commission Act; and, if so, under what
Kerin, R. G. Key, S. W. circumstances would this occur and why would it be neces-
Koutsantonis, T. Lomax-Smith, J. D. sary if ESCOSA’s role is merely to accredit and licence
Maywald, K. A. McEwen, R. J.(teller) barley exporters?
O'Brien, M. F. Pederick, A. S. In his second reading speech, the minister referred to a
Piccolo, T. Pisoni, D. G. ‘three year licensing period’. So, the sixth question is: why
Portolesi, G. Rankine, J. M. does clause 23 of the bill provide for sunset on the fourth
Rann, M. D. Simmons, L. A. anniversary of its commencement? Unless my maths is bad,
Snelling, J. J. Stevens, L. this covers four seasons, not three. The last question is: on
White, P. L. Wright, M. J. what basis will barley exporters be charged a licensing fee?

NOES (4) | probably should have asked these questions during the third
Griffiths, S. P. Gunn, G. M.(teller) reading, but | put them on notice and, hopefully, the minister
Hanna, K. Venning, I. H. will answer them at some stage.

PAIR Bill read a third time and passed.

Foley, K. O. Williams, M. R.
Majority of 28 for the ayes. MATTER OF PRIVILEGE

Clause thus passed.
Schedules (1 to 3) and title passed.
Bill reported with amendments.

The SPEAKER: | make the following statement with
regard to the matter of privilege raised by the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition in the house earlier today. First, | remind
_ . members that privilege is not a device by which members can
Fo;jhaenﬂogi'g;ie'\sﬂ)??\rﬁlviﬁ,(Mm'Ster for Agriculture, seek to pursue matters that can be addrgssed t_)y debate or

) ) settled by a vote of the house on a substantive motion. McGee

That this bill be now read a third time. in Parliamentary Practice in New Zealand in my view sets
In doing so, | thank John Cornish for his assistance today. the test for whether or not a matter is a matter of privilege by
thank the whole team who put this together; particularly ldefining it as a matter that can ‘genuinely be regarded as
thank Neil Andrew and the work he did, and | thank thetending to impede or obstruct the house in the discharge of
industry for showing leadership on this complex issue. its duties.’ | refer specifically to the matter raised by the

Deputy Leader of the Opposition in relation to the alleged

Mr VENNING (Schubert): It is indeed a sad day and | actions and statements of the Treasurer in Rundle Mall on
was rather amazed that the minister, with good spirit, could 8 February towards three members of the Adelaide Park-
not have agreed to that one amendment in relation to thiands Preservation Association.
regulation, but he certainly has not conceded anything. There The nature of the deputy leader’s allegation is that there
is concern out there, and | discussed this the other evening, an inconsistency between the actions and statements
as the minister knows, with Neil Andrew’s committee, andattributed to the Treasurer by members of the Adelaide
that is in relation to the review of the act. That is provided inParklands Preservation Association and those described by
the last clause, schedule 3, in relation to what is an essentitile Treasurer in answer to questions in the house. The deputy
service, particularly when after the paragraph we insert theeader has provided me with copies of the statutory declara-
words ‘EA Grain Handling Services’. This raises severaltions of the members of the association, who maintain that the
issues. | will put these questions on the record so the minist@ireasurer acted in an aggressive and threatening manner
can address them either now or later. towards them while both they and the Treasurer were

If the bill is meant to deal with the accreditation and attending a display in relation to the proposed redevelopment
licensing of barley exporters, why does it seek to make Grainf Victoria Park.

Handling Services an essential service (per schedule 3 of this The Treasurer, in response to questions asked by the
bill) and make barley exporting a regulated industry (sectioomember for Unley, has denied the alleged actions and
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statements. In this case, there has been no misleading of the This measure helps to ensure that non-registered persons
house about the presence of both the Treasurer and théo own an optometry practice are accountable for the
association members and that some form of exchangguality of services provided. The bill establishes the optomet-
between the two parties occurred. What has givenrise to thy board of South Australia, which replaces the existing
matter is a difference in the recollections of the two partiesboard, and proposes some minor changes to the board’s
It does not fall to the chair to judge whose recollection ofcomposition, to the length of time members can serve on the
events is correct. In my view, that is not a matter that thidboard and to the way registration and complaints are handled.
house can settle through the procedures available to it.  As with a number of the other bills, it seems that the optomet-
Accordingly, | do not propose to give the precedencdy board (the relevant professional board) is one about which
which would enable any member to pursue this mattePOmMe considerable contribution has been made by stakehold-
immediately as a matter of privilege. This decision does no€r's essentially to restore a composition that involves a
prevent the deputy leader or any other member from proceefieasonable and improved extended number of persons who
ing with a motion on a specific matter by giving notice in thehave qualifications and/or experience in the relevant profes-
normal way. In reaching this decision, | have no doubt thagion. This seems to have been hard fought, supported in the
the three association members who have made statementdif and acknowledged in the amendments before us.
relation to this matter are as adamant in their belief as to what  As is the case in all states, except New South Wales, the
they witnessed as the Treasurer is adamant about what he saifl does not require the registration of optical dispensers,
and did. because itis claimed that there is no evidence that receiving
In the chair’s view, it would be regrettable if, in consider- the wrong glasses actually creates harm. In the course of
ation of the matter, the house was required, by way of a votegonsultation on this matter, some concern was raised with me
to pass judgment on the veracity of the statements of they opticians, particularly those from the Australasian
members of the association or the statements of the DepuBjispensing Opticians Association, South Australian Division.

Premier. This organisation has written outlining its concerns, and |
would like to quote from its correspondence of 2 February.
OPTOMETRY PRACTICE BILL After opening statements expressing dismay at the proposed
amendments, it says:
Adjourned debate on second reading. The ADOA is the representative body for approximately 200
(Continued from 27 September. Page 1032.) registered optical dispensers here in SA, and we are firmly against

the deregulgtion ﬁf our inr(]justryé. Thekcurrent situatioc? sees_f_registrlia/-
" 1on gran Wi naer I ni rum

~ MsCHAPMAN (Deputy L eader of the Opposition): It E:gurgeaprt(?vidtgdtb)cljzeregisc;el#ed ?r;?niﬁgaorggg%aggn, gl?c}] acsaEI%\FE
is with pleasure that | finally speak on this bill. I think that | SA, OTEN in New South Wales or RMIT in Victoria. The three-
have brushed the cobwebs off the file on a number oyear, part-time course is supplemented by on-the-job training, and
occasions. | cannot recall how many times it has been Iistfaegbgo'sggﬂfg > géigtev‘vjoarfég{;C‘éc%exs;gﬁ'émgmgggﬂg :ir(‘; cou rggtipc'gls
for the completion of the _Sec‘?“d_ readlng_det?ate_, b‘_"t it h ispensing in SA ensures a high level of training and professional
been many. Hopefully, tonight it will reach finalisation in this service to the public. It motivates employers to invest in staff
house. | expect that those who practise in the area of optometevelopment, and ensures a fair wage for those who have sacrificed
ry will welcome the passage of the bill through this chambetheir ime and undertaken a long course of study to further advance
and will look for its speedy passage through the other placdn®l" sKills and knowledge.

I am sorry that a former premier of the state, the Honlt goes on to say:

D_aV|d_T0nk|n—an eminent SOUth_ Australian o_phthalmolo- The current Labor government in South Australia seeks to abolish
gist—is not here to have the carriage of the bill as the leagegistration, on the grounds that it is unnecessary and no harm will
speaker on behalf of the Liberal Party. Not only was he amefall the public should registration be removed. Purported evidence
outstanding contributor to his field but, as some may know®f this is that no harm has befallen the public so far. We argue that
in the house, he also continu_ed to cor_lsult with some of hiﬁwoehgnmtrg?; befallen the public due to registration being in place, not
patients on Saturday mornings during the term of his
premiership. | suppose that those were the good old daygefer to this correspondence because a similar issue will
when one was able to maintain a direct and important linlarise with those who delight—and, on the other hand, with
with the local community. Dr Tonkin, who was the very first those in the profession who will scoff—at proposed deregula-
member for Bragg in South Australia, entering parliament irtion in another bill; and | refer to the Psychological Practice
1970, served his profession and this parliament with distincBill. Some of the same arguments prevail, and | think there
tion. Notwithstanding that, | am very pleased to be speakingre some grounds for the concern raised by the Dispensing
on behalf of the opposition on this matter. Opticians Association.

I indicate that the bill replaces the Optometrists Act 1920, The opposition’s subcommittee, in particular, has given
and it is proposed that it will remove certain restrictions onthis some consideration and, at this stage, we do not see any
ownership of optometry practices, in line with the nationalalternate regulation requirement as being necessary. What is
competition policy. This is one of a suite of health profession-of concern is the matter of the prescription of plano lenses,
al registration bills that have introduced reform in line with which I will cover shortly. In any event, in this bill prescrib-
that policy. The opposition supports the bill, and it follows ing glasses is restricted to optometrists and medical practi-
a number of other measures, including the Medical Practicesoners, and, of course, orthotists who specialise in the
Act 2004. Over the past 2% years, we have continued tmvestigation and management of disorders of the eye—
progress these bills, and | think that at this stage the only ongpparently there are 10 in South Australia—will be con-
outstanding is the Psychological Practice Bill, about whictsidered. The bill also enables optometrists to prescribe
I will have something to say in due course, but probably notherapeutic drugs to treat eye conditions, in line with all other
tonight. states.
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I now come to plano lenses, which are used for cosmetithe user to ensure that they actually follow those instructions
purposes such as changing the colour of the eyes. | am tolthd do not cause themselves damage.
that these are freely available in chemists and beauty outlets, With those words, and the caution that we exercise as to
and | understand that they are purchased by young womewhat other options may have been given, we accept that at
in particular, although there may be others who purchasthis stage the prescription procedure is one that we will not
these products. Plano lenses have the potential to threatemhbject to. We would be hopeful that for as long as this fad
person’s sight if they are not used correctly. | understananight last—and | hope it is just a fad, to be frank, but it may
these lenses do not have any capacity to improve or changet be, it may become mainstream for people to have these
the sight of the wearer but really only add a colour dimensionthings—they will be used correctly and that, hopefully, we
if one wants to go out at night (as young people do) and lookvill not see areas of litigation in the future where people have
different or have something that matches their clothes. Thikst their sight or, perhaps even worse, their eye from
is a new ‘handbag’ addition; instead of that accessory one hasfection. With those few words, | indicate that we support
colour-coded plano lenses. As a former wearer of contadhe bill.
lenses myself, | believe it would be a fairly uncomfortable
accessory; nevertheless it seems to be something that is TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Health): | thank the
practiced by some in the community and presents, at least fAeputy Leader of the Opposition for indicating the opposi-
the mind of the wearer, an aspect of attractiveness that thdign’s support for this legislation. She raised a number of
wish to pursue. issues. | agree that the plano lenses is a matter of concern,
and | have had a close look at the issue of optical dispensers.
have looked at their arguments, but | have been informed
y the dispensers’ organisation itself that not all optical
ispensers in South Australia are regulated and members of

could cause some infection, danger, scarring or injury to th e association. There is a mixed bag in South Australia, but
eye. Frankly, we only have two of them and we rely on them ’ > '
there does not seem to be any evidence that there are any

they are precious and necessary for our work and lifestyle, bl ; tat in other stat it of that
One can envisage that this would be a dangerous practiceqfo ems In Olg sha € orin other sta ez as_ahrej_u ol a(,)fso
they were inappropriately used. The bill proposes that planh2™ COTV'UCIG  that we iare 90'?]9 int _(fa rng tbllrectlon.
lenses cannot be sold unless they have been prescribed bycacf’rl”sﬁ’ ig's atr:pn cana \n’azs Cb e:jr!ge II ﬁ probiem emﬁrges-
optometrist or a medical officer. | am not sure that is thank at this time all the bodies | have met with in
necessarily the way to go. We have not considered this I£?Iat|on to this legislation. | met with all the professions

length as to what other ways there are of dealing with thisWithin the optometry area, and | am grateful for the advice

However, it is fair to say that, if anyone manufactures or sell%he% q[?]\ée (%e'a:r?rﬁgrfth?grk t';}i?rvzgggg%régngg I\kaelllD::tglilfa
a product used by the consumer, there be a raft of consum E) na and C?hristine Swift from arliamentz;r counsel.  am
protection law in place to protect against a product which i 9 P y :

not fit for purpose or which causes harm or some kind Opot sure whethe_r the Deputy Leader of the Opposition has
injury or damage seen them, but | indicate that | have a couple of amendments.

. ) One deals with ‘putative spouse’ and the other is to correct
It seems to me that there are alternative mechanisms kyh omission in the original legislation, which picks up the
which the use of these plano lenses could be supervisegrthoptist issue in other places where it needed to be referred

Some would argue that giving forth to a breach of a consumegp,. It is referred to elsewhere but not in these particular
protection code or piece of legislation or offering somep|aces.

damages claim is never going to cover the potential danger

of loss of sight, and that would be such a detriment to a TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Health): | move:
young person who inadvertently uses these. It is such an That the time for moving the adjournment of the house be
important aspect of our capacity as human beings that wextended beyond 6 p.m.

cannot take the risk. Damages and money payments will not njotion carried.

be enough. It is of such importance that it is necessary to

absolutely ensure that plano lenses are not used without Bill read a second time.

instruction by adding on a prescription. The presumption is In committee.

that by obtaining a prescription the proposed wearer will take Clauses 1 to 39 passed.

the time to go along to get the prescription from the medical Clause 40.

person or the optometrist, then fill the script and carefully TheHon. J.D. HILL: | move:

So, it is certainly not for me to criticise or question that.
Itis of concern, though, that if the lens is not correctly place
in the eye or removed or that it is inadequately cleansed, th

comply with the instructions on how to use them. Page 24—

Unfortunately, | do not think that is necessarily going to ":{ggﬁ%;ﬁf&?gﬁ_’“etnsr insert ‘or orthoptist
follow. I accept that at least by going into a chemist persons (3) In this section—
with some qualifications are available to give advice as to ‘orthoptist’ means a person registered as an orthoptist
their use. I am not certain that they should be issued without with the Australian Orthoptic Board established by
some restriction as to who can administer the prescription, Australian Orthoptists Registration Body Pty Ltd.

but rather that there be a requirement that the prescription iBhese amendments are to include in the professions the
administered with instructions. In other words, it could still profession of orthoptist. As | understand it, it would mean
be available to the person who gets a prescription, who godghat any script produced by an orthoptist would enable
into a large chemist store, fills out the script, and picks it upsomething that could be dispensed.

because it would still have some instruction on the box aswe Amendments carried; clause as amended passed.

often get with medications. However, they could still notbe Clauses 41 to 56 passed.

read properly or be properly supervised at the time of Clause 57.

distribution with proper instructions and warnings givento TheHon. J.D. HILL: | move:
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Page 34— These amendments pick up the Family Relationships Act
After line 9—lInsert: _ “amendments and include the domestic partner arrangement.
‘domestic partner’ means a person who is a domestic  Amendments carried; clause as amended passed.

partner within the meaning of the Family Relationships P, ;
Act 1975, whether declared as such under that act or not; Remaining clauses (58 to 79), schedule and title passed.

Line 24— Bill reported with amendments.
After ‘spouse, insert ‘domestic partner, Bill read a third time and passed.
Lines 26 to 33—
Delete the definitions of ‘putative spouse’ and ‘spouse’ ADJOURNMENT

and substitute: ) .
‘spouse’—a person is the spouse of another ifthey are At 6.01 p.m. the house adjourned until Wednesday
legally married. 14 March at 2 p.m.



