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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Listgmﬂgr?t;d Surveillance Devices—Records
Terrorism (Police Powers)—Special Powers
Tuesday 30 May 2006 Authorisation
Rules—
The SPEAKER (Hon. J.J. Snelling) took the chair at Supreme Court « confiscation
2 p.m. and read prayers. Criminal Assets Confiscation Summons

By the Minister for Health (Hon. J.D. Hill)—
Health Professionals (Special Events Exemption) Act

CLERK, ABSENCE

The SPEAKER: | advise the house that during the s Z%OX_ReIPO”C il on Reproductive Technol
absence on leave of the Clerk, and pursuant to standing order Olgepourftzrg(')%n ouncil on Reproductive Technology—
24, the Deputy Clerk will perform the duties of the Clerk, and Regulations under the following Act—
that pursuant to standing order 25 | have appointed the Occupational Therapy Practice—Elections
Sergeant-at-Arms to perform the duties of the Deputy Clerk. gy the Minister for Families and Communities (Hon. J.W.

Weatherill)—
TAXATION

Independent Living Centre—Report 2004-05

A petition signed by 1 149 residents of South Australia, By the Minister for Disability (Hon. J.W. Weatherill)—
requesting the house to urge the government to introduce  Julia Farr Services—Report 2005

legislation to establish an independent inquiry into property- Regulations under the following Act—
based taxation, raise the land tax threshold, prevent bracket- Retirement Villages—General
creep and review the effects of the tax on the community, was By the Minister for Agriculture, Food and Fisheries (Hon.
presented by Ms Chapman. R.J. McEwen)—
Petition received. Adelaide Hills Wine Industry Fund—Report 2004-05
Langhorne Creek Wine Industry Fund—Report 2004-05
HOSPITALS, NOARLUNGA McLaren Vale Wine Industry Fund—Report 2004-05

Riverland Wine Industry Fund—Report 2004-05

" ; ; ; South Australian Apiary Industry Fund—Report 2004-05
A petition signed by 264 residents of South Australia, South Australian Cattle Industry Fund—Report 2004-05

requesting the house to urge the government to provide  goyth Australian Deer Industry Fund—Report 2004-05

intensive care facilities at Noarlunga Hospital, was presented  South Australian Pig Industry Fund—Report 2004-05

by Ms Chapman. South Australian Sheep Industry Fund—Report 2004-05
Petition received. Regulations under the following Acts—

Fisheries—Goolwa Cockles

Primary Produce (Food Safety Schemes)—Seafood

By the Minister for State/Local Government Relations
A petition signed by 57 residents of South Australia,(Hon. J.M. Rankine)—
requesting the house to urge the government to urgently Regulations under the following Act—
improve the safety of drivers and pedestrians with the Local Government—Service Rates and Charges
installation of traffic lights at the roundabout located adjacent Rules—

. . Local Government—
to Tea Tree Plaza and Modbury Public Hospital, was Special Account

TRAFFIC LIGHTS

presented by Ms Bedford. Withdrawal Conditions
Petition received. Local Council By-Law—
Flinders Ranges Council—No 3—Dogs
PAPERSTABLED By the Minister for Consumer Affairs (Hon. J.M.

Rankine)—

The following papers were laid on the table: Regulations under the following Act—

By the Premier (Hon. M.D. Rann)— Liquor Licensing—
Remuneration Tribunal, Determination and Report— Ceduna
No.7 of 2006—4WD Vehicle Request—Mount Goolwa Skate Park
Gambier Resident Magistrate Hahndorf
No.8 of 2006—Deputy State Coroner—Full Time Mannum

Riverton and District High School

By the Treasurer (Hon. K.O. Foley)—
Y ( ) By the Minister for Employment, Training and Further

Economic and Finance Committee, Government response

to Fifty-Eighth Report entitled—Public Liability Education (Hon. P. Caica)—
Regulations under the following Acts— Education Adelaide Charter 2004-05.
Superannuation—Elections
Superannuation Funds Management Corporation of NUCLEAR POWER
South Australia—\Votes
By the Minister for Transport (Hon. P.F. Conlon)— TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | seek leave to make
Development Act—Section 49(15)—Removal of a a ministerial statement.
Significant Tree at Wandana School, Cowra Avenue, Leave granted.
Gilles Plains. TheHon. M.D. RANN: Cabinet yesterday ruled out any

Third Party Premiums Committee Determination March

2006 Statement of Reasons prospect of a nuclear power plant being built in South

. Australia. It is considered neither economically viable nor
By the Attgrney-GeneraI (Ho.n. M.J. Atkinson)— necessary. There is no market demand, and | am not aware
Regulations under the following Acts— of any industry wishing to pursue the nuclear option commer-



288 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Tuesday 30 May 2006

cially. No-one is seriously asking the South Australian TheHon. M.D. RANN: What is this Liberal obsession
government to build a nuclear power plant, and neither isvith increasing power prices?
anyone suggesting that it build one itself—except perhaps The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier will take his seat.
some members opposite and a few councils that must be TheHon. |.F. EVANS: The Premier is debating a
rating too highly in order to pony up the $2 billion needed toministerial statement and is ruling out something he admits
build one. This is because nuclear power in this state woul not going to happen.
simply be an absurdity. For the benefit of the house, let me The SPEAKER: Order!
put on the table a few facts as they have been put forward by Members interjecting:
experts who have looked into this issue and studied its The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier has been given
consequences. leave to make a ministerial statement, and not debate it, but
For a start, the cost of building a nuclear reactor isl also suggest that members on my left do not interject during
enormous. A conservative estimate would put the capital costihe ministerial statement and provoke the Premier. | also say
| am told, at around $2 billion for a single plant. That would to the Premier that perhaps he would be best disregarding the
force up power prices which, quite frankly, is the last thinginterjections of members on my left. The Premier has the call.
South Australians want or need following the Liberals’ TheHon. M.D. RANN: Sir, | absolutely take your sage
disastrous privatisation of ETSA. The nuclear power planand wise advice and | will try not to respond to honourable
also would have no practical application in this state. | ammembers who seem particularly enthusiastic. We are prepared
told that the large size of a nuclear power plant, let alone thto supply uranium to those countries where nuclear electricity
enormous amount of water needed to cool it (and that has ngeneration is a viable option, provided it is for non-military
been explained by members opposite), means it cannot supgiyrposes, and that these countries are signatories to the
a small state market due to its inability to vary supply quicklynuclear non-proliferation treaty. We fully support the
to meet changes in demand. proposed expansion of the Olympic Dam mine which BHP
Nuclear power plants provide a massive and continuouBilliton has told us will lead to the creation of some
base load power supply, which is why they are well suited t@23 000 jobs across the state. Obviously, we are involved in
high density populations such as those in France, the Unite¢ery high-level discussions about providing for a desalination
Kingdom, India, Japan, China and the United States. A singlglant to provide water for the Olympic Dam expansion in
nuclear power plant in this state would mean there was onlgrder to relieve pressure on both the River Murray and the
room for one base load power generator, and having only orfereat Artesian Basin.

source of electricity is simply bad risk management. There Olympic Dam is poised to become the largest uranium
are other issues— mine in the world and the largest open cut mine ever. During

Ms Chapman interjecting: its four-year construction phase, an estimated 1 million
TheHon. M.D. RANN: Apparently members opposite tonnes of earth will be_ moved every_day to get to the ore
want a nuclear power plant. bodies of copper, uranium, gold and silver. In fact, | was told
TheHon. K.O. Foley: Vickie wants one. Put it in in I__ondon that at Olylmlplc Dam there are a series of rigs
Burnside. vvthlch ?rt?] currert;tl)édnlllr(\jgﬂt]hat cannot {ﬁt flkr'ld th? pqrarrl-
. . eters of the ore body, and they are now thinking of going to

iﬂg gsgAl\lﬂEDRRngjI:rlA Burnside reactor! 2 kilometres below ground from the existing 1 kilometre to

) . see if they can find the depth of the ore body, which is valued
TheHon. M.D. RANN: It would obviously take a very 4t hyndreds of billions of dollars. It will mean that BHP

long time, Mr Speaker, to pass legislation to allow a nucleag;jjiton will place the largest order of trucks ever made in
power plant in Australia, and indeed in South Australla—lthistory_
would be likely to be held up by fierce community 0pposi-  There is a growing need for fuel sources other than oil,
tion. It would take ti_me to draw up and institute an appropri-.q4| and gas in expanding economies across the globe. This
ate regulatory regime in a country that has never had g notjust because much of the world’s oil and gas is located
commercial nuclear power plant. It would take time to build;, predominantly politically unstable regions. The environ-
the plant, and | am told that most US plants took aboutnent and the effects of greenhouse gases on global warming
10 years to build. We would then have the problem of whag e 5150 giving rise to the need to find cleaner and more
to do with the storage and waste disposal, an added problegsiainable forms of energy. As members would be aware,
and an additional cost. That is not to mention the huggne case in favour of nuclear energy has been elevated in
amount of water such plants need for cooling, and th@ecent weeks by both Britain's Prime Minister Tony Blair and
enormous decommissioning costs that must be prOV|S|onq§S President George Bush, who have both spoken of the
into the cost of building the plant. o need to debate the building of new nuclear power plants in
While nuclear power is totally impractical in South their countries. The rising demand for uranium is in turn
Australia, this government fully supports the uranium miningpyshing up world market prices. South Australia is in a
industry in our state exporting uranium to countries that neede|ler's market. It is estimated that we have in this country,
nuclear power to supply energy to large populations that d@jith South Australia being predominant, nearly 40 per cent
not have sufficient alternatives such as a reliable supply oéf the world's known and exploitable uranium. Itis clear that,
natural gas. We are prepared to supply it to those countrigsecause of this, the boom in mining—especially uranium
where nuclear electricity generation is a viable option—  mining—will in the second, third and fourth decades of this
An honourable member interjecting: century become as significant to our state’s economy as the
TheHon. M.D. RANN: So the opposition is saying we mining industry has been to Western Australia and
should go ahead, spend $2 billion, lift the price of electricityQueensland.
even more. Suggestions in recent times that South Australia should
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of take back the nuclear waste generated from the uranium we
order. export to countries around the world is just not going to
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happen. This would be as silly as the state agreeing to take Mr Speaker, we will build the projects up to their proper
back every used bottle and every empty cask of wine that wecope and we will stay within our budget forecasts by
sell overseas. We sell $1.6 billion of wine a year from Southadjusting the timing of the program. Final costs can now be
Australia—72 per cent of the Australian wine sold in Britain. determined for the Bakewell Bridge project. The cost of that
It would be like suggesting that we take back the empties. Iproject is $41 million—$11 million more than the original
would be as silly as requiring every country that trades witHorecast.
us to take back their waste once we have used their product. An honourable member interjecting:

As Australia’s first Minister for Climate Change—in fact,  The Hon. P.F. CONL ON: We will come to your projects
| am told that at the Sydney Writers’ Festival | was describedn a minute, if you like.
as the world's first Minister for Climate Change—I am proud  An honourable member interjecting:
of this state’s record in sustainable energy. Since we have The SPEAKER: Order!
come to government, we have done as much as we can to TheHon. PF. CONLON: These increased costs have
activate and promote the sustainable energy industry, witbeen driven by design changes arising from consultation,
51 per cent of the entire nation’s wind energy generators noiwmcreased allowances for traffic management, and increased
located in South Australia—more wind power generationiabour costs. This project will commence on the current
than in all the other states and territories combined, and sodimetable. Final costings cannot be determined for other
that will be second only to Denmark. We also have 45 peprojects until contracting outcomes are further realised.
cent of the nation’s solar power. We also have the only | have been strongly advised that the government should
investment in ‘hot rocks’ exploration being undertaken innot publish the full range of estimates on a project (and | will
Australia. This government is committed to finding new andprovide the cackling member for Heysen with that advice if
better ways to save energy, plant millions of trees and restorghe likes), as doing so would seriously hinder the govern-

our valuable natural heritage like the River Murray. ment’s capacity to drive efficiency with contractors. | can
indicate that the estimated costings for the Anzac High-

TRANSPORT PROJECTS way/South Road underpass are in excess of $100 million.

. These costings have been driven upwards by the factors

TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Transport): I previously mentioned but also by a serious underestimation

seek leave to make a ministerial statement. of land acquisition costs. Despite the increased cost this is
Leave granted. still a good investment for South Australians. The temptation

TheHon. PF. CONLON: Over the past four years this \yould be to do a lesser project, but that would be false
government has planned and started to implement agconomy and, in the long term, would short-change South
ambitious program of capacity-building transport-relatedaystralia. That is how you end up with a one-way express-
projects. The Port River Expressway was commenced undgfay. |t is necessary that we begin to address these serious
the previous Liberal government, but serious design flawgottienecks, and this project will commence on the original
were removed by this government with the addition of tWotjme frame.
overpasses. That expressway ?s now completed and operating. The other projects are not immune from similar cost

An honourable member interjecting: _ pressures. They will have to be timed so that we maintain our

_TheHon. P.F. CONLON: You should be pleased with investment budget discipline—a prudent thing to do. What
this; stop interrupting. The deepening of the Outer Harbo{ye will not do is scope them down so that they turn out like
channel to a world-class standard was commenceq by thise Southern Expressway.
government and completed; the new deep sea grain wharf The Northern Expressway will be the subject of further
was relocated, commenced and completed; the new graffiscussions with the commonwealth. The government is
terminal is under construction; new road and rail bridges ovegietermined to maximise the return for infrastructure invest-
the Port River are under construction; and the train and roaghent, The government has decided that Mr Jim Hallion is the
networks on Le Fevre Peninsula are in the process of beingast option to drive this program. Mr Hallion is undertaking

upgraded. This ambitious program will continue during thesjgnificant reform in the Department of Transport, Energy
term of this parliament. We will replace the Bakewell Bridge, gnd Infrastructure.

one of the key arteries into the city, and Adelaide’s longest- iy williams interjecting:
standing traffic challenge is finally being met with a program  The Hon. PF. CONLON: Jim Hallion is a great bloke.

of grade separations on South Road—a road which previoygy gad we agree on something, Mitch. | thought that if |
governments have simply left in the ‘too hard’ basket.yajted for 444 years there would be something.

Planning has also commenced for a massive new northern an honourable member interjecting:

expressway linking the Sturt Highway at Gawler to Port The Hon. PF. CONLON: Yes. Mr Rod Hook, head of

Wakefield Road and the Port River Expressway. the Office of Infrastructure, will become head of the Office
Inrecent weeks there has been some informed, and mugfi \jajor Projects and Infrastructure. He will have immediate

uninformed, comment on the cost of transport projects. Wegsponsibility for managing these ambitious infrastructure

are workmg in a national environment of rapidly escalatlngprojects, and he will second officers from other transport

construction costs. o divisions, as they are necessary, for the delivery of the
An honourable member interjecting: infrastructure program. | will provide the house with further
TheHon. PF.CONLON: All on the back of our jnformation, as Mr Hallion implements his program.

economic growth, the economic growth that they could never

get and that they want to laugh about now. In addition, scope CITY OF VICTOR HARBOR, ANNUAL REPORT

and design changes, often resulting from community

consultation, drive costs. On some projects inadequate The SPEAKER: Pursuant to section 131 of the Local

allowance by transport officials for the cost of land acquisi-Government Act 1999, | lay on the table the annual report for

tion has also driven cost increases. 2004-05 for the City of Victor Harbor.
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE Alexander Downer and from Brendan Nelson in changing

two federal laws to allow this project to happen. This is one

TheHon. PL. WHITE (Taylor): | bring up the 24th  of the best examples that | can think of where federal and
report of the committee on the Impact of Internationalstate governments act together in the interests not only of a

Education Activities in South Australia. state but of a nation.
Report received. | am happy to be able to advise the house that Carnegie
Mellon’s Australian campus has begun teaching classes. In
QUESTION TIME fact, | was fortunate enough to visit the campus today to
speak at its welcoming function for new students. Carnegie
NORTHERN EXPRESSWAY Mellon University in Adelaide is Australia’s first, and so far

only, foreign university. Initially, two of Carnegie Mellon’s

TheHon. I.F. EVANS (Leader of the Opposition): Will  world-class schools are operating. The H. John Heinz School
the Minister for Transport confirm that he has received advic€f Public Policy and Management is delivering its top-ranked
that there has been a massive blow-out of up to $600 millioMaster of Science and Information Technology degree as
in the cost of the Northern Expressway project? The goverriell as its highly-rated Master of Science in Public Policy
ment previously announced the Northern Expressway proje@d Management. The Entertainment Technology Centre is
at a cost of some $300 million. The six-laned freeway isdelivering its Master of Entertainment Technology, a high-
jointly funded by the federal government. Senior transportech digital media degree, graduates of which work for the
sources have advised the opposition that there is a blow-olikes of Disney and Spielberg and which is ideally placed on
of up to $600 million on the project, making the estimatedCurrie Street in the west end of the city. _
cost not $300 million but, rather, up to $900 million. ~ Itis set to benefit South Australia’s film and creative

TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Transport): If ~ industries; businesses like Rising Sun and Kojo. | am sure
it was $900 million it would be an expensive road, wouldn'tthat members opposite would be aware of the spectacular
it? This is the bloke who announced during the electiorfuccess at the Cannes Film Festival of three South Australian
campaign that he was going to duplicate 22 kilometres of thélms, one of which won the Special Jury Prize, which is an
Victor Harbor Road for $130 million. He was going to do that €normous achievement. The Associate Dean and Executive
for $130 million, but our 22 kilometres will cost Director of the Heinz school, Brenda Peyser, is thrilled with
$900 million, according to him. | am not advised the cost ofthe quality of the students attending the first classes at the
it will be $900 million. I have been advised that the cost ofH€inz school and at the Entertainment Technology Centre.
the Northern Expressway, depending on how it is scoped, cddext year enrolments are expected to increase sgbstantlally,
be very large or much less. I indicate to the house, as | saidP from the 71 postgraduate students enrolled this year, and
today, that we will certainly not meet the $300 million cost. already there has been strong demand for places for next year.
Decisions will have to be made and scoped. | am talking The university’s opening is a significant achievement by
about an entirely new road. Decisions will have to be madé-arnegie Mellon and the state and federal governments,
about the scope of the road—and they are still to be madeconsidering that the original heads of agreement were signed

Again, | make the point that when the Leader of thelust 18 months ago. The federal government—and | also
Opposition (then the shadow minister for transport) washould praise the Prime Minister John Howard for his
challenged about how on earth anyone could duplicate th@Pport—has been instrumental in assisting this process.
Victor Harbor Road for $130 million, he said ‘by scoping it’. Australia’s foreign minister, as | noted, has been involved
‘It just depends on the scope,’ according to him. What | sayight from the beginning, and | am pleased to inform the
to him is that it does depend on the scope, but no-one ofiouse that his department is supporting Carnegie Mellon by
God’s earth could duplicate the Victor Harbor Road forProviding scholarships to international students. The Hon.
$130 million, as you promised. | indicate that we will be Brendan Nelson (as higher education minister before being

having further discussions on the Northern Expressway an@efence minister) was also involved in establishing the
we will be— university, ensuring the passage of legislative changes to

Members interjecting: allow the university to operate.
TheHon. PF. CONLON: But | have not been advised Carnegie Mellon University will contribute to achieving
that it will cost $900 million. Members opposite should haveSouth Australia’s Strategic Plan target of doubling our market

another go; think of another number. share of international students within 10 years. The university
advises me that it already has international students from
CARNEGIE MELLON UNIVERSITY countries such as Cambodia, Sri Lanka, the United States and

Africa. The government intends to build on this success and

MsCICCARELLO (Norwood): Will the Premier advise has committed up to $3 million to attract Carnegie Mellon’s
the house on progress made to assist the establishmentwdrid-class Software Engineering Institute, which will be
Carnegie Mellon University’s Adelaide branch? important for the $6 billion air warfare destroyer project and

TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | am very pleased to for other defence contracts.
answer this question. | start by saying that | left Canberraat | am very pleased that Carnegie Mellon and Flinders
6 o’clock this morning. | want to pay tribute to a couple of University are forging a joint relationship. We are also
federal ministers from the other side of politics. building new partnerships, as | announced at the weekend,

| particularly want to pay tribute to Alexander Downer, with the signing of the heads of agreement between the state
who was very much the joint father of this project. | met lastand Cranfield University’s Defence College of Management
night with Alexander Downer, Brendan Nelson and Julieand Technology, located within the Defence Academy of the
Bishop and passed on a letter to Julie Bishop from two of myUnited Kingdom in Shrivenham. | was very pleased to visit
ministerial colleagues, about medical places. | pay tribute tthe campus last week, and | hope that this relationship grows
the extraordinary support for this project that has come fronto see Cranfield University also delivering postgraduate
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qualifications in Adelaide. So, we will have two world- anything, it is going to cost more than the original costings,
famous universities, Carnegie Mellon and Britain’s Cranfieldand that is something | am very disappointed in.

one offering US degrees and the other offering British

postgraduate degrees, and this time in association, | hopeTOURISM, DIRECT INTERNATIONAL FLIGHTS

with the University of South Australia. o
TheHon. SW. KEY (Ashford): My question is directed

to the Minister for Tourism. What initiatives does the state
NORTHERN EXPRESSWAY government have in place to ensure the South Australian
tourist industry benefits from the increased number of direct
TheHon. |.F. EVANS(L eader of theOpposition): My international flights coming into Adelaide?
question is again to the Minister for Transport. When didthe TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Tour-
minister first receive the advice that there has been a massiugn): | thank the member for Ashford for her question. She
blow-out of up to $600 million in the cost of the Northern will realise that one of the impediments to tourism develop-
Expressway? ment in South Australia is the difficulty of direct access, in
TheHon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Transport): | comparison with a number of direct flights going to the east
can inform the Leader of the Opposition that | was adviseatoast. Adelaide has always been more difficult to reach. That
some time after the election, some time late March, earlys particularly true when transit goes through Melbourne and

April— Sydney, even Darwin and Perth, and can add an extra four
Mr Hamilton-Smith: The 19th? hours, if not longer, to flights.
TheHon. P.F. CONLON: No, that's my birthday. We have recently had a significant increase in the number
Members interjecting; of direct international flights into Adelaide, and | must say
The SPEAKER: Order! this is not an accident or something which happened without

considerable input and work from the state government,

Members interjecting: . o . S X
. which has worked with international airlines and the airport
TheHon. PF. CONLON: And | think I look pretty good ; ; : : ;
for a 35 year old! | do not know whether the Leader of the-to increase the number of direct flights. The first flight

0 tion listened to th but | h beelncreases were with Malaysian Airlines, but recently
pposition fistened to the answer, bu || have never eegingapore, Cathay Pacific, Air New Zealand and Qantas have
advised it was up to $900 million. You've made that up.

What | wil is that | dvised ime in March announced new or increased services to the state. In fact, we
A ‘?l‘t Wld fayuls}g a':( V\iqastha vise f?omﬁtlmg In March-pad 14 direct flights just over three years ago and we now
pri—and [ will check whether my Olfice has been given 5, e 56 girect flights into Adelaide, which brings particular

any other advice, just to be fair to you—that, depending o

hat 4 th Id be sionificant pportunities for inbound tourism.
mc?eazgzpfh:\llzstollj; E[ahe’ hoS;}a ir\il(s) l:)ver $63(?(|)gr?’1lilll?:r? I vc\:’c;s In working to do this, we have been fortunate in that this
. ; X : ¥s built on the back of increased economic and trade confi-
advised last week of the number that | provided to the hous

today. and | will advise the house when we have more Soli ence in South Australia, with confidence in the tourism
num}t/)’ers dustry also strong after the development of the new airport.

S In having these new flights, of course, we must always say,

Members interjecting: ‘If you don’t use them, you lose them,” and that means that

The SPEAKER: Order! we have to support international marketing campaigns to

TheHon. PF. CONLON: How could such a thing pring more tourists into South Australia. For example, we
happen? How could a government project—because it hasave invested $1.5 million in cooperative marketing cam-
never happened before, has it? Perhaps | should run throughigns and made sure that, where a new flight is introduced,
some comparisons of infrastructure projects under a previouge back it with advertising in the target market. In New
Liberal government: the Adelaide Convention Centre, 71 peyealand, this has involved new and updated television and
cent blow-out on the budget; Adelaide to Darwin, 50 per centginema advertisements. We particularly market the South
Lyell McEwin Hospital, 221 per cent; Mawson Lakes Australian brand in New Zealand because it will add onto the
development, 149 per cent; Patawalonga development, 65 P&&antas and Air New Zealand flights.
cent; Portrush Road project—Magill Road to Greenhill Road,  The Air New Zealand flights are particularly important
140 per cent; and the Forensic Science building, 112 per cenjth the Australian tourism exchange just coming up, because
So let's not have the Leader of the Opposition crawl in herghat will market to North America. The new flight Air New
saying, ‘What's gone wrong? Government projects notzealand puts out of Adelaide going to Auckland has about an
meeting budget—my God, how has that happened?’ Basicallyour to an hour and a quarter on the ground in Auckland. If
itis what has happened to every one of their projects.  you wanted to connect from Los Angeles to Adelaide, it is

Can | indicate to the Leader of the Opposition theabout an 18-hour flight compared with some 28 or 29 hours
difference between the Northern Expressway and other roaggth competitors. So, it is an extraordinarily fast flight for the
is that it is an entirely new route. That gives you a very wideAmerican market, which is averse to long-distance air travel.
range of options, both about corridor, where it goes and howhe government has also worked with Singapore Airlines and
big it is. Now, | can tell you if you want to spend has signed an MOU to target key international markets in the
$900 million building the Northern Expressway, you could. UK, Germany, France, Italy, Hong Kong, Japan and Taiwan.
If you wanted to spend $1.9 billion building it, you could. If Similarly, we are working in the Hong Kong and South Asian
| put the route through the middle of, for example, Gawler,markets for Cathay Pacific to increase outbound tourism from
I would have to spend a lot more money on land acquisitionghose sites.
than if | went around Gawler. So, the question of the costof We would particularly note that putting the visitor
the Northern Expressway is entirely related to route an¢hformation centre at the new airport, which is staffed
scope. Those things are not determined. DOTARS requireghenever flights are arriving, is an additional incentive for
a very long program. But | can assure the house, not hidinghose visitors to know what is happening in South Australia.
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This is good for tourism, good for jobs and good for thehospitals compared with four years ago. Every one of the
economy, particularly regionally, because those internationaixtra 1 349 nurses and 349 doctors will be needed this winter.
tourists who are attracted by this burgeoning number ofVe are developing the first state-wide winter demand strategy
international flights will be spread through the regions. Wethat incorporates the roles of hospitals, GPs and paramedics.
will continue to work to ensure that these flights are full andThe number of young, disabled and elderly patients in our

profitable for South Australia. public hospitals without an acute condition has been reduced
significantly, freeing up beds for emergency admissions.
NORTHERN EXPRESSWAY These patients are now being cared for in more appropriate

facilities in the community under the auspices of my col-
TheHon. |.F. EVANS(L eader of theOpposition): My  |eague the Minister for Families and Communities.
question is again to the Minister for Transport. Does the . . .
change in scope to the Northern Expressway project that the R€designing care at the Flinders Medical Centre has
government is now considering include a reduction in lane&TProved patient flows, reduced the length of stay, and made
from six to four and/or a reduction in the standard of the road"® hospltql safer. The governments emergency department
from freeway standard to a lesser standard? package will expand this program across our other hospl_tals.
TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Transport): Alrea_dy, the Women’s and Chlldrenfs and Royal Adelaide
Once again, the opposition leader proceeds from a mistak _ospltals have very g°°d. programs in place. Therg has qlso
he said ‘change in scope’. There is no settled scope for i een a concerted campaign to increase the rate of immunisa-

Th . tl for th iect. Th : n of hospital Wo_rkers. In some major hospitals, up to
Set%reedlsAgoS(s)in zg %ngsoger_e projec € Scopeis n 0 per cent of hospital staff have now had a flu shot. This is

Members interjecting: up from a previous high of 30 per cent. We must ensure that

. we can keep people healthier during winter. By putting a
TheHon. P.F. CONLON: At the moment, it is not even . . -
decided where the road will go. | do not know whether yOLIgreater rellanc_e on primary health care and bundlng_GP Plus
have ever done a DOTARS pro.ject centres, we will improve the health of our population and

The Hon. I.F. Evans interjecting: keep people out of hospitals. It is important during the winter

) . months that we take special care of our elderly family
TheHon. PF. CONLON: Can | say that the SCope IS Not \nempers, and | ask people to please see their GPs if they
settled and has not been settled. As soon as it is, we wi

. - ave any flu-like symptoms. | repeat my call for people at
advise the Leader of the Opposition. risk to get a flu shot this season.

HOSPITALS, EMERGENCY DEPARTMENTS

. . - NORTHERN EXPRESSWAY
Mr PICCOLO (Light): My question is to the Minister

for Health. What level of demand can our public hospital Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): My question is to the

emergency departments expect during this winter? Minister for Transport. Will the minister advise the house of
TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Health): Ithankthe  the commencement and completion dates for the construction

member for Light for this important question. As memberspf the Northern Expressway project, and confirm whether

would know, every year during winter there is a strongthese have been delayed as a direct consequence of the
demand for the services of our doctors and nurses in Ooroject's budget blow-out?

emergency departments. While next Thursday is officially the .
first day of winter, this year the pressures on our hospitals 1 n€Hon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Transport): It
have hit early. | am advised by the South Australian Ambuas always had a very long lead time. | will go and get the
lance Service that last Friday saw the largest number gictual dates.
ambulance carriers of patients to our emergency departments Mr Hamilton-Smith interjecting:
in the history of our state. On that day, 376 patients were .
taken to hogpital emergency departrr)llents. IFr)l total, 2 278, TheSREAKER: Order! The member for Waite has asked
patients were taken to hospital during the week. This wa8!S duestion.
busier than any week last year and represents a 16 per cent The Hon. P.F. CONLON: No delay has been incurred as
increase on the same week last year. Obviously, this extra result of any blow-out. As | have said over and over,
work for our paramedics flowed through to extra demand omothing has been decided yet. Nothing has been decided
our public hospitals. For instance, compared with the samgbout the scope and the route. Itis a very long lead time. The
week last year, there was an 11 per centincrease in emergaruth is that this is a road whose timetable will be decided
cy department presentations at the Royal Adelaide Hospit@etween us and the commonwealth. We are going to have
and a 12 per cent increase in admissions at the Flindefiscussions with the commonwealth about the cost of the
Medical Centre. Even yesterday, the Queen Elizabethroject.
emergency department was at 100 per cent capacity, with that
hospital on ambulance bypass for two hours. Ashford,
Wakefield and St Andrew’s private hospitals were also on  The Hon. PF. CONLON: She is at it again. Someone
ambulance bypass yesterday. send for the Panadol: she is at it again. | cannot tell the
As in every year and under every government, somenember more than the fact that nothing has been decided
patients arriving in emergency departments with less urgeratbout the route and scope. Nothing so far affects the time-
conditions will have longer than usual waits as a result. Theéable, but we must have discussions with the commonwealth
winter demand will also impact on our hospitals’ ability to and, | repeat, it is not going to land at $300 million. | do not
provide timely elective surgery to non-urgent patientsknow how much clearer than that | can be, and the decision
However, | am advised that, this year, our hospitals are bettem how much it will be will depend on a whole range of
prepared than ever before. We have more clinical staff in oufactors.

Ms Chapman interjecting:
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INDUSTRIAL RELATIONSLAWS couple of months have gone by. Since the election, since he
was appointed, this man has said that | should go to the
MrsGERAGHTY (Torrens): Will the Minister for commonwealth and ask for $400 million to duplicate the
Industrial Relations advise the house what the government Bukes Highway, that | should ask for hundreds of millions
doing to ensure that employees of private contractors workingf dollars to do a Port Wakefield bypass and for more money
on government contracts are not unfairly treated in terms dior the Northern Expressway and the Gepps Cross bypass.
wages and conditions since the introduction of the federal Mr Hamilton-Smith: You're getting beaten by New
government’s WorkChoices legislation? South Wales and Victoria.

TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Industrial The Hon. PF. CONL ON: We're getting beaten by them.
Relations). | thank the member for her question. The | put this to the shadow minister because he says we should
government has been concerned about the potential impagét more out of the commonwealth. The last time | spoke to
that AWAs based on the Australian government's Work-a commonwealth minister about road funding was about four
Choices legislation may have on contracts that previouslyr five weeks ago with Nick Minchin launching one of the
protected award rates and conditions. | have sought leg@kojects | mentioned today. Will the shadow minister tell me
advice about whether government tenders and contracts thghen he picked up the phone to a commonwealth minister to
were in place immediately prior to the operation of Work-ask for more money for South Australia? When did you—
Choices can continue to require contractors and their nMr Hamilton-Smith interjecting:
subcontractors to include award entitlements in their tender The Hon. P.F. CONLON: No. You don’t want us to get

and any subsequent work under an awarded contract.  he money: you want the cheap politics. You want to be in
As a result, new contract clauses have been developefere saying, ‘Fund this. Fund that. Fund everything.” He
which willimpose an obligation on contractors and subconyygyd be on the phone to his mates saying, ‘Don’t give them
tractors to the effect that employees in South Australia remaiﬂnything.' When did you ever ask a commonwealth—
subject to wages and conditions of employment not less ‘\1 wiLLIAMS: On a point of order, Mr Speaker, | am

favourable than applied immediately prior to the commenceq, ngering with the relevance of the answer to the question
ment of WorkChoices. The new contract clauses will giv roposed.

effect to the |r_nplementat|on of a reV|_sed government - 1o SpEAK ER: | think that the minister is now straying
contracting policy framework which will ensure pre- {rom the question

WorkChoices employee entitlements on all governmen )
contracts for goods, services and construction. There will be TheHon. PF. CONLON: If he wants me to get more

aprocess where contractors must ensure that, on request, tgggney from the commonwealth, | am blpamsan' | invite him

and their subcontractors ensure that they are compliant witiy CO™€ along and help argue for it '.W'I,l)'nv'.te him to come
those requirements of their contract. along. Will you accept the invitation? Will you come,

A | . ;
It is the intention of the government that, with this new Martin? Be brave; be a soldier. Come along. We will see how

contracting i .pard he argues for the duplication of the Dukes Highway.
g in place, contractors and subcontractors wil I

continue to enjoy, as a minimum, terms and conditions no Members interjecting:

less favourable than those that were in place before 1n€SPEAKER: Order!

WorkChoices came into force. This policy will affect a wide

variety of occupational groups including cleaners, security APY LANDS

officers, catering, labour hire, construction, goods supply, MsBREUER (Giles): My question is to the Minister for

warehousing and temporary administrative staff. In short, w > ) I
have moved to ensure that wages and conditions are n original Affa_|rs and Reconciliation. What are the latest
evelopments in the APY lands?

eroded for these workers under Howard’s draconian ne hers interiecting:
industrial relations laws. This action by the government will Members |nterje.ct|ng. . .
further negate the damaging effects that the WorkChoices |heSPEAKER: Order! The Minister for Transport will

legislation has on workers and their families. come to order. N
TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Abo-
NORTHERN EXPRESSWAY riginal Affairsand Reconciliation): | thank the honourable

member for her question and acknowledge her deep commit-

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): Can the Minister for ment to the APY lands, which are, of course, in her elector-
Transport advise the house what contribution the federaite.
government will make beyond the $146 million it has already Remote communities have been the subject of much media
allocated to 2008-09 to any increase above the presestrutiny of late and | think it would be generally accepted that
Northern Expressway budget of $300 million? Will stategovernments of all persuasions have, over the generations,
taxpayers be exposed to the full cost of the blow-out? failed to address the deep and complex needs that exist in

TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Transport): I've  these communities. | know that bipartisanship is thrown
had some good questions but, if | understand the questicaround this place in, | think, a somewhat cavalier fashion
from the member for Waite, he wants to know from me howfrom time to time, but if there is ever an issue on which we
much more the commonwealth will give me. | wonder if he should have a bipartisan position it must be this. | visited the
wants to get on the phone to one of his commonwealtiAPY lands with a group of people last month to speak with
colleagues and ask them that. The member for Waite hdeaders and to see for myself what was happening on the
spent a lot of time telling me to ask the commonwealth fodands. While it is undeniable that an extraordinary amount
money recently for AusLink. None of what he says makesstill needs to be done in the areas of health, education and the
sense here, and | will tell you why. Cast your mind back toscourge of substance abuse in the lands, | think we are
the election campaign when this opposition set out itdeginning to see some pleasing signs of slow but important
priorities for transport. A lot has changed since then and arogress.
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In answering this question | think it is proper that | touch highest turnover on the lands. Its name has changed, and it
on some elements of the national debate. The federal minister now called Tjala, which means ‘honey ant’, and this
for indigenous affairs has, no doubt, set off a national debateeflects the shift in the nature of this arts centre, because it
about the future of remote regional communities and, imow involves male artists instead of just the women. That is
particular, Aboriginal communities. To the extent that thatanother bright spot on the lands. There are many more works
debate is raising the question of the abuse of young peopla progress on the lands. It was pleasing to see the way in
and women in these remote Aboriginal communities is, Wwhich some of these programs, which are about creating a
think, a good thing; however (and | am not suggesting thatuture and giving hope to the people on the lands, are
this was intentional), to the extent that the debate seeks tmeginning to make a change. | look forward to engaging with
characterise Aboriginal people as somehow immoral or ofhe national government in a constructive way to make
having immoral behaviour, and that that makes them leskrther improvements to the life of people on the APY lands.
entitled to help and assistance, is a bad thing. Itis crucial that
we avoid that being a consequence of this current debate. TRAMLINE EXTENSION

There has been much focus recently on the question of _ i o
police, and one of the successes (and | use that word with Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): Will the Minister for
some caution) that has been achieved on the lands has beE@nsport guarantee the house that the tram extension down
the provision of sworn officers. Almost all the eight sworn King William Street will proceed on time and on budget,
officers and 10 community constables positions have nowiven the blow-out in costs for his Northern Expressway
been filled and almost all of them are now physically on theProject?
lands. That has made a massive difference to establishing a The Hon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Transport):
secure base from which some of the other issues can be métey are a funny mob, aren’t they? I tell them about a blow-
The Police Commissioner summed it up as well as anyon@Ut in one project, and they ask about a different one. Can |
I think, when he was drawn into the national debate and whe@iuarantee that it will go ahead on time? Never guarantee that
he said that the police cannot do everything. Of course, th& Project that involves dealing with a council in consultation
stands to reason. will go ahead on time.

We have been through the phase of trying to protect the Mr Hamilton-Smith interjecting:
security of individuals. | am sure that more can be done in TheHon. P.F. CONLON: I'm not hedging: I'm saying
that regard, but we have been through that phase and othat | will not guarantee that. What | will say is that the
attention has then gone into other things such as basic servigBadow minister has been running around now for four weeks
provision. It was very pleasing to see that a water system hdglking about a 40 per cent blow-out that does not exist. It
recently been upgraded, with ultraviolet disinfection unitsdoes not matter to him that it is not true; he is still out there
installed at Mimili, Pukatja, Amata and Umuwa. | also sawdoing it. This is what they teach officers and gentlemen at
a new central power station which was in the process of beinguntroon: ignore the truth and keep making up stories if it
commissioned, and new powerlines will be rolled out to ahelps them.
number of communities in the near future. An honourable member interjecting:

| also saw important and pleasing improvements in the TheHon. PF. CONLON: Yes. Who dares to tell porkies
social infrastructure. | visited the community of Pukatjawins. He has been out there—
where | met with community-employed youth workers Ethan  Members interjecting:

Dagg and Nick Cleghorn, and also visited a local dirt bike TheHon. PF. CONLON: The man who launched a
program. Both young men worked on that program, whichsingle-handed assault on the leadership is talking about my
provides some activities for young Aboriginal youth during competence. A man who did not work out whether he had
the day. The program is partially funded through the APYanother single vote for the leadership launched a challenge!
Land Substance Misuse Program. Ethan, a young local ma8ir, | would have got as many votes for the Liberal leadership
spent an enormous amount of his own time designing ands he did—I would have got one vote as well. In fact, with
building the track. | had great pleasure in presenting him witlGunny over there, | might have got a second one. | might
the Premier’s Certificate in recognition of his contribution tohave done a bit better.

the young people in that community. It was good to see the Mr Hamilton-Smith: That's right. All you've got is
way in which he was being looked up to by other young Abo-wisecracks.

riginal people in that community. TheHon. P.F. CONLON: All I've got is wisecracks.

In Mimili I met with Mike and Gale Quarmby of Reedy They give you the leadership not for courage, not for single-
Creek Nursery, who have been working with the communityhandedly assaulting a machine gun nest: they give it to you
to establish a bush food plot. The community has beeas you get—
harvesting crops since April 2005. The plot provides work for  MrsREDMOND: On a point of order, sir, as to rel-
local people but, more importantly, the food is available forevance.
the community and the excess is being sold back to Reedy The SPEAKER: Yes; | do uphold the point of order. The
Creek for commercial purposes. Some would have seen thgRember for Enfield.

Villi’'s pie containing the bush foods. Apparently, they are
very nourishing and— DOOR-TO-DOOR SALES

An honourable member: An excellent product.

TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: Oh, yes; very nice. We Mr RAU (Enfield): Will the Minister for Consumer
hope that is a commercial success and spawns furthéyffairs advise of any action taken to ensure door-to-door
opportunities for this area. sellers of home improvement products are complying with the

Finally, | visited the Amata arts centre—Tjala Art—and relevant sections of the Fair Trading Act?
met the coordinator and some of the artists. That arts centre TheHon. J.M. RANKINE (Minister for Consumer
has been steadily increasing its turnover and now has th&ffairs): This is a particularly relevant question from the
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member for Enfield. As | travel through his electorate, | often$300 million worth of promises, you have to have these
notice how much refurbishment is happening on a lot of thgeople out the door. One can see that the notion of voluntari-
older homes there, so | can understand why he would beess is absent from the Liberals’ proposal but is present in the
concerned about that issue. Labor proposal. That is the first difference.

The Office of Consumer and Business Affairs recently The second difference is that it is an offer. People can
completed an audit of South Australian businesses involvedhoose whether or not to take it. Some will and some will not.
in the supply and installation of home improvement productd'he PSA does not think many people will take it. That may
and services. It found that all businesses audited, to varyinige right. It is an offer to a group of people. The third thing,
degrees, failed to comply with the door-to-door salesof course, is that during the election campaign we found it
provisions of the Fair Trading Act. The findings suggestedilarming that, when they quarantined all the bits they thought
that these door-to-door sellers have neglected to adequatedere politically damaging, we were left with a smaller pool.
explain and provide information to consumers on their rightsThe Public Service went from 70 000 to 40 000, then to
If consumers purchase goods or services which cost mo@0 000 and to 20 000, and it was basically down to a very
than $50 and which are the result of door-to-door tradingsmall group of people from whom members opposite were
then by law they have a 10-day cooling-off period. Door-to-going to target these cuts. It was a very alarming thing for
door traders are required to give consumers written informathose people who were providing front-line services. The
tion outlining the right to cool off and a form for the consum- group that this measure is directed at is a group of people
ers to use if they wish to do so. who have been, in some cases, long-term redeployees, so

| am advised that all businesses audited have provided ttibere is no comparison, no broken election promise and
Commissioner for Consumer Affairs with written assurancesertainly no need to fund the election commitments out of
that in future they will comply with the door-to-door sales these savings.
provisions of the act. It must be made clear that any busines-
ses audited and found to be breaching the door-to-door sales APPRENTICES, MINIMUM PAY
provisions of the act will be liable to be prosecuted for o o
breaching that assurance, as well as illegal conduct. | have to Mr KENYON (Newland): My question is to the Minister
say | am surprised that businesses did not adequatefpr Employment, Training and Further Education. What s the
understand their requirements for door-to-door trading. Somdovernment's reaction to the recent decision of the full bench
people are Vulnerable and feel pressured into purchasirg the SOUth Austrahan |ndUStrIa| Re|atI0nS CommISSIon to
things they do not need or cannot afford, and in thesé€ta minimum weekly pay standard for apprentices 21 years
circumstances door-to-door sales provisions allow the persd¥ age or over?
to cool off from the deal. OCBA’s actions have helped to TheHon.P.CAICA (Minister for Employment,

both clean up the industry and make the marketplace fairefraining and Further Education): The government
welcomes the decision to set a minimum weekly wage for an

PUBLIC SECTOR EMPLOYMENT adult working ordinary hours. That minimum is $484.40, or
$12.75 per hour, and the commission went further to stipulate
MsCHAPMAN (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):  that adult apprentices receive at least that remuneration. The
Will the Premier explain why he has broken his promise ofrise is set to apply to apprentices aged 21 years or over from
no Public Service job cuts to offset any increases in policd July 2006. The minimum standard also applies to trainees,
and nurses? Throughout the election campaign the Premiwith the minimum wage payable to a trainee being that
and the Treasurer made explicit promises not to fund extrapecified for the relevant wage level in the National Training
police and teachers by cutting other Public Service jobs. FoWage Award 2000, as at 3 March 2006.
example, on ABC Radio on 16 March, Matthew Abraham A full-time trainee in the state industrial system may now
asked the Treasurer whether the government’s new police amdceive from $173 to $488 per week, depending on the level
teachers would be funded by getting rid of other jobs. Inof traineeship, the number of years out of school and the level
response the Treasurer said, ‘No; we will demonstrate that aflf secondary schooling completed. All in this chamber would
this spending can be provided through appropriate efficienbe aware that our state needs to meet the challenge of
cies and savings within a budget.’ industry skill needs, particularly given our ageing population
The SPEAKER: Before | call the minister, again | remind and work force and the government’s success in attracting
members that explanations are not an opportunity to make anajor mining and defence industry projects. As a state, we
argument to support the question, but, rather, should be givareed to intensify our efforts to encourage more people into
only in so far as it is necessary to make the question intellitrades. Improving the pay of mature age apprentices and
gible. trainees is an incentive to those workers who make the
TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister Assigingthe  commitment to boost their skills. The commission’s decision
Premier in Cabinet Businessand Public Sector Manage-  is expected to improve the wages of between 1 000 and 4 000
ment): The deputy leader's fulsome explanation to herapprentices and trainees.
question left out one salient fact; that is, on 21 February 2006 While the Rann government has been successful in
the Liberals promised to cut 4 000 public servants. There igcreasing the numbers of apprentices and trainees in this
no comparison between the Liberals’ promise and thetate, the federal government's WorkChoices legislation has
announcement that we made the other day. There is absolutke effect of reducing the numbers of those who remain in the
ly no comparison at all. For those having trouble seeing thetate system and therefore the number of those who can
differences, perhaps | should explain. The first difference ikenefit from the SA commission’s decision. The recent
that ours is voluntary: theirs was a cut. Theirs was a cut oHoward government industrial relations changes will leave
4 000 public servants; in fact, ‘get rid of 4 000 public about 15 to 20 per cent of apprentices and trainees in the state
servants’. It is not the language of voluntariness. In factsystem, with approximately 60 per cent of these aged over 21
when you base your whole election campaign around findingears.
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The commission found that there were good and cogent The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: Annual licence to occupy
reasons to set the minimum wage for adult apprentices at theith sexual violence against African women in the South
minimum adult wage. Mature-age apprentices often hav8udan. Mr Speaker, consequently, the Victims of Crime
prior work experience and skills that can be recognised t€oordinator has recently added a Dinka language version of
allow them to progress through training more quickly and tca pamphlet for victims of crime to his website. Dinka is one
become more valuable employees. Under this governmenf the tongues spoken by South Sudanese people among the
South Australia has achieved remarkable success, with almastw arrivals to our state. Some Sudanese people speak Arabic
a quarter of all apprenticeship and traineeship completions inecause they are taught Arabic in government schools, and
2005 having been fast tracked. In 2005, there was a 250 p#rere is a pamphlet in that language as well. There are
centrise in the numbers of mature aged and existing workegamphlets available in Albanian, Chinese, Croatian—whose
moving into apprenticeships and traineeships. These apprestatehood day we celebrate today—Greek, Italian, Khmer,
tices, as the commission noted, are subject to adult costs Blersian, Persian (or Farsi), Polish, Serbian, Somali, Spanish
living and should be supported in their efforts by receivingand Viethamese—almost as many languages, sir, as my
a living wage. election material is published in.

The commissioners recently heard further submissions for Mrs Redmond interjecting:
exemptions to the remuneration minimum standard for 27 TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Well, when you get 76 per
state awards with respect to phasing in wage rates for adutent of the vote you tell me all about it.
apprentices. | understand that this matter has now been Membersinterjecting:
adjourned. | urge industry and the business community in TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Of course, as members
general to make a serious commitment to working with thedpposite would know, Dinka is not the only language of
government to implement initiatives that strategically addres§outh Sudanese; we may need a Nuer and Bari translation
our future work force needs, and to support South Australiaalso. The South Australia Police, who are the primary
apprentices and trainees in adding value to our economy. frontline service for victims of crime, can access these

pamphlets swiftly, print them and give them to victims. The
VOLUNTARY REDUNDANCY SCHEMES member for West Torrens asks if there is one in English: yes,
there is. As the pamphlets are posted on the Victims of Crime

MsCHAPMAN (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): ~ Coordinator’s website, other people, including victims, can
Does the Premier agree with statements made by Ministéiso obtain copies. Like all in this place, | hope that these
Weatherill on 25 May this year in which he said that hepamphlets are rarely used because | would prefer that South
would not rule out further voluntary redundancy scheme$udanese South Australians, indeed all South Australians, did

during the next four years? not become victims of crime, as would we all. Becoming a
The Hon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | do not agree. victim of crime is a life-changing event, and the Rann Labor
government is pledged to informing all South Australians,

VICTIMS OF CRIME, SUDANESE regardless of their ethnicity, about their rights as victims and

where they can get help.

Mr KOUTSANTONIS (West Torrens): Can the
Attorney-General outline the ways in which South Australian

victims of crime of Sudanese ethnicity are being informed Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): Does the Premier consider

about their rights* ) the policy commitment, which he put to the South Australian
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): Mr — gjectorate on 18 March, that ‘Labor continues to be opposed

Speaker, my attention was recently drawn to a violent crime, the establishment of any new uranium mines’, as anachro-

perpetrated on an African woman in our state. | do not wangsic? |nThe Advertiser on 29 March this year, the Premier
to say any more about her specific case, but it did cause mgaie(:

tq ponder whether or not she was aware of her rights asa, believe the current national Australian Labor policy is
victim. Members would be aware that some African countries,nachronistic and likely to be changed.

continue to suffer armed conflict and civil disorder. It is not
surprising then that people of African ethnicity make up : f ,
many of the humanitarian entrants to South Australia. ThesagﬂtsheAggtzralc'?enahabgtra?elztf?ﬁr;t Vggj,:#?f;f;ﬁggsgggbr
new arrivals to our state have been affected by their experfE y

ences. Their experiences also have an effect on their settl‘éc-’ntlnues to be opposed to the establishment of any new

: -~ Uranium mines.
ment here. For example, women and girls from African S
nations have often been the victims of sexual violence, ang "€ Hon- M.D. RANN (Premier): | misheard the deputy
men and boys have been forcefully conscripted into th eader before. | totally disagree with her assessment that there

military and subject to random arrests. Indeed, many ha\/'éolﬁrr?{afa;aelle;rgt?évr\]’ee; %vgr?ttsv;?\ da\l;\?h:totlﬂ(ge IL?béer;T;SSgif d
horrific tales to tell about their treatment at the hands of thei Yy Sép pay . -
fellow Africans. hey would do at the start of the election campaign, because

. . ._there is no comparison.
South Australia continues to be at the forefront in MsCHAPMAN: Point of order.

acknowledging victims’ rights and developing services for Members interjecting:
victims. Making victims aware of their rights and these Mr WILLIAMS: Pdint of order.

URANIUM MINING

But on page 18 of his own 2006 election policy document, the

services is important. o TheHon. M.D. RANN: There is nothing voluntary about
The Hon. G.M. Gunn interjecting: _ what you were going to do.
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The member for Stuart is The SPEAK ER: Order! The member for MacKillop has
comparing the loss of—mining licences, is it? a point of order.

TheHon. G.M. Gunn: No, the annual licence to occupy.  Mr WILLIAMS: The point of order is one of relevance.
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The SPEAKER: Yes. tion to any changes, yet the Premier refuses to enter the
TheHon. M.D. RANN: | was clarifying a previous debate.
statement because it was quite clear— The SPEAKER: Order! The member for MacKillop’s
Members interjecting: explanation is exactly what | am talking about when | suggest
TheHon. M.D. RANN: Can | just say this. | am going to to members that they keep their explanations short and to the
reveal some things for you all to hear. extent necessary to explain the question. It is not an oppor-
Mrs REDMOND: Point of order, Mr Speaker. tunity to offer argument in support of their question. The
Members interjecting: Premier.
TheHon. M.D. RANN: Oh, you don’t want to hear. TheHon. M.D. RANN: Thank you, sir. | kind of wonder

The SPEAK ER: Point of order, the member for Heysen. where the future deputy leader of the opposition (or whatever

TheHon. M.D. RANN: Go and take an overseas trip so his ambitions are) has been. | have just recently been in
that you can escape— London where | talked about this issue. Before | went away

. ; ; ; | talked about this issue. | met with mining companies in

The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier will take his seat. 7. S -
I think | know what the point of order is. Entam and_talkled about th_ls |ssue|: My \_/lllem}f]ls that th(; Labor
Mrs REDMOND: Relevance again, sir. arty’s national no new mines policy will change at the next

The SPEAKER: Yes. Premier, the question is about theAL'F\)AfOWnTﬁrencﬁt fecting:
ALP’s policy on uranium mines. TheH a”a DelrQ]ANNg.A dq1 Id b h N
TheHon. M.D. RANN: | was just trying to point out that eron. M.L. - And 1 would be very happy to
sometimes you have to admit you are wrong to do what i peak to and support such a motion. | have said that many

g . \ imes. In fact, | did television interviews on this matter today.

right. At the s}art o|1; tﬂe campaign wer:houhght, H?(W,? re theyHowever | am very relaxed about it. | know the membgr

going to pay for all these promises that they make?’ : ' iy : : i
Members interjecting: thinks | am terrified every time he stands up to ask a ques

tion—
TheHon. M.D. RANN: They don’t want to hear. o . e ;
The SPEAK ER: Order! Mr Williams. You are terrified of Peter Beattie.

. TheHon. M.D. RANN: | am terrified of Peter Beattie!

Mr WILLIAMS: Mr Speaker, you have _already reminded) ot me tell members of the house that my job is to act in the
the Premier of the relevance of the question. best interests of South Australia, and it is in the best interests

The SPEAKER: Order! | have not even heard what the ot 54th Australia to support the expansion of Roxby Downs.
Premier is saying yet, so perhaps if you could just give the; is in the best interests of South Australia to secure the
Premier a moment and take a seat. ) biggest mining boom in the history of this state, which is why

TheHon. M.D. RANN: | will tell you what we will do: \ve announced the PACE initiative in order to encourage a
seriatim, we will answer your question first, and then we willyecord level of mining exploration in this state. But, getting
answer the deputy leader's interjection secondly. back to the other issue, | am ad idem with the honourable

Mr Wliams interjecting: minister who assists me in public sector reform.

TheHon. M.D. RANN: Oh, you only wantyour answer. M s CHAPMAN: Mr Speaker, | have a point of order.

You don't want to spoil it. You really make me nervous. You  The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier is out of order.
know that, don’t you? You really do. | have been reading

about this. In fact, | was thinking about taking a trip down to
your electorate in order to avoid your scrutiny in parliament.
| have been reading about it in the paper. Anyway, the simple
factis that | believe that there will be a change in the national
ALP policy on uranium next year in terms of the ‘no new CURRANT LETTUCE APHID

mines’ policy. | am convinced of that; other people might not

be. In any case, it makes no difference to what is happening TheHon. R.J. MCEWEN (Minister for Agriculture,
here with the expansion of Roxby Downs, or with BeverleyFood and Fisheries): | seek leave to make a ministerial
and Honeymoon. That is my point. Going back to thestatement.

previous question by the deputy leader, because | know that Leave granted.

she would want me to clarify this— TheHon. R.J. MCEWEN: Those members who are
Ms CHAPMAN: Point of order. interested in currant lettuce aphid may wish to remain in the
TheHon. M.D. RANN: She doesn’'t want to know. chamber. | wish to advise the house of the recent detection

The SPEAKER: Order! | uphold the point of order. If the of currantlettuce aphid (CLA) within the state. CLA is a pest
Premier wants to clarify his answer to a previous questionc,)f lettuce that can be moved over significant distances, both
there are other means by which he can do so. by wind-assisted flight and the movement of infested

produce, making it a difficult pest to contain. CLA was first

Mr WILLIAMS: Having recognised the importance of detected within Australia in Tasmania in early 2004. It was
uranium mining to the future of the state, will the Premier, asubsequently detected in southern Victoria in May 2005 and,
the Leader of the Government, now enter the debate and pdespite the imposition of interstate quarantine measures, the
the case on behalf of South Australia for the repeal of th@est has continued to spread across south-eastern Australia.
national ‘no new uranium mines’ policy of the Labor Party? Earlier this year it appeared in the Sydney basin area of New
In his ministerial statement today, the Premier stated, ‘ThiSouth Wales.
government fully supports the uranium mining industry in our ~ Since its initial detection in Tasmania, the movement of
state.’ He further claimed that especially uranium mining willlettuce products and other potential CLA hosts into South
become significant to the state’s economy over the nexAustralia has been restricted. These restrictions have been
30 years. Several of his interstate counterparts, and a numbatal in delaying the arrival of CLA into South Australia and
of federal Labor members, have publicly stated their opposigiven the local lettuce industry, in association with research-
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ers and the national industry, valuable time to prepara fraction of the $2 million that was spent by the Rann
strategies for managing this pest. government on a feel-good political advertising campaignin
Unfortunately, CLAs arrival in South Australia was the lead-up to the last election. The time has come for the
confirmed on Tuesday 9 May following a report from a localgovernment to recognise the importance of trainees and
lettuce grower. A subsequent survey conducted by a teapprentices by training the community to consider those
comprising both industry and PIRSA representatives has nogompanies that invest in our skills base by committing to
confirmed the presence of CLA at several sites on th&aining our youth. An easily identifiable traineeship and
Northern Adelaide Plains and at one site in the Adelaidépprenticeship logo should be developed and displayed by
Hills. Given this distribution, the ability of the aphid to fly qualified employers, who could display the logo on advertis-
over significant distances, and the presence of a number #fg material and at the point of sale as part of their overall
alternative weed hosts of the pest within production areagnarketing strategy. For example, | refer to the panel beater
South Australia can no longer justify interstate restrictiongvho trains a spray painter, the small cafe owner who trains
based on preventing the introduction of CLA. For this reason@ cook or the hairdresser who takes on an apprentice.

these restrictions will now be revoked. The scheme would be similar to the Australian Made logo,
and it would let customers know that they are supporting a
GRIEVANCE DEBATE business that is supporting local youth and their skills

development. The logo would identify a business as one that

invests in training and, just as importantly, it would give the
TRAINING LOGO, STATE SPONSORED consumer the ability to identify businesses that offer training
to our kids. In turn, they can offer their support by choosing

abgﬂltr sI:I:liIISsosl\rlllogtlé\ nfggnAd loct)thﬁS:[rg?neirr: d'_f_ggzsigerﬁ:gpélil their product or service in place of others. The scheme could
ortages y . 9. Y e e promoted by means of a government-sponsored awareness
further education minister supporting the increase in the adu

apprentice wage and claiming that it was good for trainin ampaign to encourage businesses to employ more appren-

opportunities in South Australia. At the same time, we hear jces and trainees as they respond to market forces. This
PP ' ' ould enable consumers to make an informed and qualified

ggjlgeisesaﬁgggdﬁimﬂ'Qgégeogﬁgiﬂ%n’ ;Ir?(;rﬂglvget{:?et gwoousli ehoice when comparing products and services for value.
yhg 9 PP It is good for business and it is a great opportunity for

effect individuals to make a difference by simply spending wisely.

I think what the minister fails to understand—most ; A ; ;
. —>*When people buy, particularly with discretionary spending,
probably because he has never employed anybody—is thEt‘f';rey buy not just the product but the experience. Itis a win-

the more it costs to employ staff, the fewer the jobs that cag;.," sitiation when the consumer knows that they can

ge qfferedé:e S%id .Iagt Wgek’al a;n. hOpir.‘I?' of cct)}l:.rse, tha 5ntribute to our state’s future and our children’s wellbeing
USINESS SA and, Indeed, Industries Wil sée NS as afyyjist enjoying quality local goods and services. | believe
opportunity (1) to’attract people to their industries ang (2) t hat this is a chance for South Australia to take the lead, as it
keep them there. H?}W does that work, ZﬂrhSpegker. '\ﬂ_ak%nce did, when it was a progressive state, to be proactive on
it more expensive to hire apprentices, and the minister thinkg»ining for this state and to take the initiative for a nation-
that businesses will see that as an opportunity. They are the yo s wareness campaign for trainees and apprentices,

words of afrue business mind, | must say. Put the price u pand opportunities for our youth and reward businesses that
and you will increase demand. David Jones, Coles Myer angd;i,

Woolworths must have it all wrong. When they are looking

to shift stock, when they want to increase sales, they drop the WEST BEACH TRUST/ADELAIDE SHORES
price. But, according to the minister’s logic, they have it

wrong; so, itis simple economics. . ' Mr KOUTSANTONIS (West Torrens): | rise today to
~ Mr Koutsantonis: You just want to get rid of competi- grieve on the West Beach Trust/Adelaide Shores organisa-
tion. tion. The Adelaide Shores Trust was set up by this house

Mr PISONI: You have to make it attractive for business. when West Beach was developed.
Tweaking at the edges does little to change the situation. If Dr McFetridge: Remember Marineland?
the government is serious about dealing with the skills Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Remember Marineland? Yes; |
shortage, it should look at investing in skilling up consumersused to go there as a kid, though not as a parent. It was set up
They are the ones who place the price pressures on businesgegjive the local residents of the western suburbs access to
to cut costs in order to attract customers. Because of thgeachfront, athletic facilities, hockey fields, golf and other
increasing competitive nature of doing business in a deregisporting activities, and it has done a good job. It also has a
lated environment, smaller businesses, in particular, canndll-time caravan park. Obviously, this caravan park takes
commit to training contracts and do not consider trainees ataravans and campers, and it has a series of cabins that you
apprentices as staffing options. | suggest that the governmegn rent in summer. These are becoming very popular, given
should be proactive rather than reactive on this importanthe close location of West Beach to the CBD and to tourist
issue. | believe that the government can play a role byrecincts such as Glenelg. | understand that every summer it
creating an environment for training that is consumer-drivenis one of the first caravan parks in South Australia to be
Yes, give consumers the tools to reward businesses that trditled; indeed, | understand that there are bookings well into
staff by assisting consumers to identify what they are buyingthe future with active campervanners using the facilities.

| believe that the state government should introduce a What people forget, though, is that there are permanent
trainee and apprenticeship logo for qualified employers. Ofesidents who live in caravans at this caravan park. These are
course, this logo would need a public awareness campaign faot wealthy people, they do not have a lot of assets—in fact,
it to have any impact, and this is where the government caprobably the only asset they have is the caravan they live in—
help. | suspect that the awareness campaign would cost onind these caravans may not have been off the property for 20
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or 30 years. | believe that these caravans are being drivelboriginal community, and | have a great deal of sympathy.
from the park because the current management board dokthink we need to take into account cultural factors, but we
not want to see full-time residents living there. Of course need to be very careful about the way in which we go about
what they are really saying is that they want to change théhis. | know from some people who have spoken to me about
amenity of the area because they think the permanemunga courts thatthey are considered to be highly successful,
caravans may be downgrading the park and because the fuilnd that may also be the case. My dilemma comes because
time leases are on a different rate and more could be obtainédear that, if we simply go down a path of having separate
if they were given out casually to visiting campervanners. courts for a separate cultural group, without stopping to think

I have one example (and | have written to the Minister forabout where it is leading us, we will end up creating by
Housing about this) of a 75-year old gentleman who came tetealth a system of apartheid, and | do not think that is what
see me about being financially forced to leave the parknyone in this country wants.
because of the way rates and expenses are going up. He wasHaving come here originally from Sydney and, indeed,
very thankful that the Rann government had given himhaving lived in Cronulla, where we had those recent race
concessions on electricity, water and the emergency serviceists, | am most concerned about the direction in which our
levy (being at a park) which were not previously available,country goes in terms of dealing with racial difference. | think
but he literally has nowhere to go. All he has is his caravanthere are some serious questions we need to ask. | believe,
| have made an application for him to get Housing Trustcertainly, that it is appropriate for every judge or magistrate,
accommodation. That may be a bit difficult, but | am sure wein coming to conclusions about the appropriate sentencing of
will find him something. a person, to take into account that person’s background, and

I know the minister is very concerned about this and | anthat includes their cultural background. However, as soon as
also very concerned about it; | know that there is also a locake start to say, ‘Well, because of that cultural background,
councillor on the board who is very concerned about the wayou don't have to obey the same laws as everyone else,’ then
the caravan park is being run. If the West Beach Trust is jusive get into difficulty. We can have a fairly straightforward
about making money and just about providing interstatgath in terms of what the consequences will be for the breach
visitors with a place to park their caravan for two weeks, andf the law—and whether that means going up to the lands and
if they are going to throw a 75-year old man out on the streepeing taught more about tribal custom and culture as an
because of it, it is just not on. It is not what | want to seeappropriate mechanism to get one young person back on the
happening in my constituency, and | am not happy about itrack, which might not be applicable for someone from
I wonder what kind of society we are becoming when we saynother cultural background—that is one thing. But, to say
to 75-year old men, who have no relatives in this state andt any stage that someone, because of their cultural back-
who have nowhere else to go, to ‘take your caravan anground, is going to have different laws applied to them, in my
leave’, by making the rent and amenities at the park out of¥iew leads us down a very risky path.
their reach. By way of example, | will inform the house about an issue

This was a problem about four years ago, and | thought wihat was raised at a women’s constitutional convention |
were getting our heads around it by having something simplattended in the first year | was a member of this place. It was
like a ‘no new tenant’ policy being brought into the park. As a pretty useless convention, basically, but one thing that came
people moved on the sites would then become vacant lotgut of it which stood out for me was that a group from
However, the current management of the West Beach Trud@gsmania complained that, because of the federal constitution
does not want that policy; it wants them all out and it wantsguaranteeing freedom of religion, they had been faced with
them all out now. It may not be saying that publicly but,a situation where a woman from a particular religious
through the financial burdens it is placing on the residentdackground had come to a women’s shelter seeking refuge
what itis saying is, ‘get out’. My father is about the same ageéecause she was being bashed and abused by her husband and
as this gentleman and, if he did not have his house or hithey were forced to relinquish her back to the arms of this
assets and he was living in a caravan park and was told f@erson who was her abuser because of his claim that he had
leave, where would he go? This man comes to my office, antfeedom of religion and that, under his religion, she was one
| think he is about two years away from living under aof his chattels and he had the right to treat her in that way.
bridge—and the only reason he knows to come to me is that We go down a very dangerous path as soon as we get to

| doorknock there. a point where we are not saying that in this country everyone
is going to be faced with having to obey the same rules; we
LEGAL SYSTEM, CULTURAL DIFFERENCES are not going to impose religion. We even may need to think

about amending our federal constitution, because | think that
MrsREDMOND (Heysen): Today | want to raise a freedom of religion needs to be restricted to freedoms so far
serious question that needs to have the minds of all of us arib it does not impinge upon the freedom of any other
the wider community applied to it. Itis an issue that has beeindividual and not be an absolute freedom. | think we need
in the media quite a bit—in the last couple of weeks, into think about this issue, and we need to engage the public in
particular—and it is the issue of the extent to which culturala broad debate so that we can think very clearly about where
background and cultural sensitivities and so on should impaete go in recognising cultural difference and, indeed,
on the way we deal with our legal system. | want to make itencouraging cultural difference and making it an allowable
quite clear at the outset that | come here not only as a lawyéactor no matter what someone’s cultural difference is for a
but also as someone who had quite a bit of time up on the Fquidge, magistrate or whoever is making a determination about
West Coast acting for an Aboriginal tribe. | actually wassomeone to take that background into account, but without
bestowed an Aboriginal name. getting to the point where it becomes an excuse and excuses
Dr McFetridge: What was that? behaviour which in all other respects is immoral and illegal.
Mrs REDMOND: My Aboriginal name was Joondiya, Forthatreason, | call on the government to start engaging in
which means dolphin. | spent a lot of time with the awide-ranging public debate on this issue, so that we do not
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create apartheid by stealth in our society, so that we do thinkhe solution is abundantly clear. The solution is that elected
about what we are doing, and so that we recognise and valureembers should be given the opportunity to select their own
other people’s cultures, but without getting to the point whereservice provider, to have their own equipment and to be

we give them a different set of laws. reimbursed for the reasonable cost of so doing, so they can
get on with what they have to do, without being interfered
CITY OF CHARLES STURT with in this way. If it is going on in one place, | hope to

_ ) goodness it is not going on in other places. But if it is going
Mr RAU (Enfield): | rise today, unfortunately, to speak on all over the place, this is an unreasonable interference with
again to the parliament about the activities going on in thehe democratic rights of elected individuals in the third tier

Clty of Charles Sturt. Unfortunately, | have to get back to thQ)f government. It is not reasonable and it has to Stop.
old chestnut of the use or misuse of telecommunications by

the administration of that council.
I would like, briefly, to set for the record the background SOUTH ROAD LAND ACQUISITION

to this matter. The City of Charles Sturt requires all its 1 pPENGILLY (Finniss): | want to talk about the

elected members to communicate through a centrally,m . sory acquisition of land on South Road. The issue is
controlled network. They use t_he fig Iegf of the_ State Recordﬁot the acquisition of the land, but, rather, the prices being
Act to protect the true motivation for this—which is, clearly, n5iq and offered to some residents, in particular to a resident
to have control and supervision over communications noLjateq at 532 South Road who has contacted me. She wrote
only between elected members and one another but al$g the minister in March and is yet to receive a reply. A
between elected members and constituents who might contact| ation was done by the Department of Transport valuer,

them. This pernicious system, which is operated by the,q 1his valuation has to be used rather than one done by an
administration, sets about trapping, censoring and 'nterfe”nﬁ;\dependent valuer.

with free communication between elected members and their . L
This valuation is some $20 000 less than a valuer from the

constituents and, indeed, with one another. . . o ;
eal estate industry puts it at, and it is affecting other

| have raised this issue previously. It was put to me b)f ; . S b
some people, including people who know a little about th@elghbours in the vicinity. They understand that they have to

council, that | was being a little harsh, so | thought that in thd"ove, but they would seek to have a fair and equitable sum

interests of science | would conduct an experiment. The oth id for their property. This part’icular property was valued
day | sat down at my computer and went to that well-know y the Department of Transport's valuer at some $220 000.
he person involved has a disabled son and has spent nine

subversive site which is operated Ble Advertiser news- . : - .
P b months searching for another residence of similar capacity for

paper.The Advertiser newspaper, as part of its subversive .
activities, has an aspect called ‘news photos’. A person Carﬁerself and her son. She found one in the Campbelltown area

" : . : d signed a contract subject to the sale of her existing
find a photograph which has appearediie Advertiser and, an h

if they want to, they can purchase it over the internet. | wa®"©Perty on South Road and subject to the value of the
fortunate enough to find in ‘news photos’ a photograph ofurrentunit being $240 O(_)O-p_lus, Wh'ch would enable her to
two councillors, three photographs of the mayor one,shn‘t. However, she has hit this hurdle in so far as she is not

hotoaraph of the deputy mavor and a very fine photoarapf€tting a response from the minister and feels as though she
gf thegchli?ef executivg of):‘icer.}ll am particu)?arly i?npresgseg as been treated badly by this Department of Transport
with one of the photographs of the mayor, because thgaluer.
photograph has the mayor bedecked in his full regalia. Itis He based his valuation on some 30 townhouses over
a rather splendid photograph of the mayor holding up &2 months, which is fine if the correct townhouses are valued.
basket, which appears to be full of Coco Pops and othdrowever, he did not spend enough time there. He spent 15
cereals. It is a very provocative photograph for anyone whéaninutes, walked around the inside of the house, had a look
is concerned to censor dangerous material or cereals. and left. He did not take into consideration the renovations

| forwarded these seven photographs from this dreadfifhat had been done to the town house that the person involved
Advertiser site to a councillor. | was advised that within IS in, such as rendering, a new kitchen, and a new bathroom.
moments the councillor had received a message from thiéhas had new reverse cycle airconditioning in the past 12
electronic surveillance system to say that ‘these dangeroiigonths and a host of other improvements such as a new
materials have been intercepted and will not be released unt@undry, new and attractive light fittings, a private good
our group of surveillance officers have had an opportunity ta*eighbour colourbond fence, a security door, and | could go
look at them'. I understand that it took 12 hours for them toon. The value of that property, in her opinion, is considerably
look at the photograph of the mayor holding the Coco Pop&1ore than the $220 000 that has been offered.
before it could be released to the elected member. The Department of Transport valuer who valued the

After that | decided that | might do something really bad.property has apparently compared apples with lemons rather
I simply sent a text message saying, ‘Climb Mountthan apples with apples, and | believe that she has been
Fujiyama’, which, | understand, was the code word used byreated rather disgracefully by that government valuer. She
the Imperial Japanese Navy to launch the attack on Pead currently under medical care due to stress over the issue.
Harbour. That went straight through. The point | am tryingThe contract that she signed enabled her to move before the
to make is that this scheme, which has been set up and whiemd of this financial year, and she is extremely frustrated that
is masquerading behind the fig leaf of the State Records Aahe is not getting any sense out of the government’s valuer
requirements, is completely unreasonable; it is an interferen@nd extremely disappointed that she has had no response from
with free speech and it is an interference by bureaucrats witthe Minister for Transport. If the government is going to
the operations of elected members of a level of governmenacquire this land and treat people with decency, respect and
It is not satisfactory simply for there to be an audit of thisequity, | urge that it takes the department to task, takes the
scheme—uwhich | understand the CEO is now contemplatingzaluer to task and starts getting some commercial realisation
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into it, and starts to make it affordable for people to sell thefunction, which unfortunately | was unable to attend as | was
property they are in to enable the road to go through. down in the South-East with the Generations in Jazz festival.
There is no problem whatever with that. However, there

is a great deal of a problem in believing the valuation by the As is often graciously said by Kaurna elders in their
departmental valuer, which is clearly considerably under theraditional welcomes to country, ‘Let’s not dwell on the past,
commercial reality by some $20 000 or $30 000. This issugut let's not forget the mistakes of the past. Let's walk
is causing the person a great deal of distress and | would aggether in harmony.’ The theme of this year's Reconciliation
that the Minister for Transport takes the matter under his carg/eek’s program is ‘Me. You. Us Together’. In thinking
and control, that he responds to the letter, takes the valugibout that, it reminds us that reconciliation is not something
under his wing and perhaps urges him to become realistic angdigenous people do alone; it is something non-indigenous
treat these people along South Road, where the land is beipgople must participate in actively every day of the year,
acquired, with some sort of decency. rather than just for a week here or there every 12 months.

VOLUNTARY REDUNDANCY SCHEMES How have each of us here in this place embraced indigen-
) ous people in our electorates? What have we done this year
TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | seek leave to make {4 grganise functions within our electorates? At the very least,
a ministerial statement. what have we actually participated in this year locally and
Leave granted. throughout the state? Dozens of activities are in this program
TheHon. M.D. RANN: The deputy opposition leader ‘National Reconciliation Week’ produced by the Reconcili-
asked me in question time whether | agreed with the Ministeation Council. In particular I would like to talk about a couple
Assisting in Cabinet Business and Public Sector Managesf them. | attended one yesterday at the University of
ment’s remarks that future voluntary redundancy schemeAdelaide, which was the Reconciliation Handshake Cere-
could not be ruled out in the next four years. | misheard thenony. The University of Adelaide has commissioned a
guestion and answered, ‘I do not agree.’ Of course, | shouldculpture by artists Karen Casey and Daryl Cowie to mark the
have said ‘'l do agree’, because voluntary separation schemesconciliation process. The sculpture’s concept is based on
have been and will continue to be part of our public sectothe imprint of a handshake. It is a very gooey activity, but a
management strategy. lot of us actually participated in it yesterday, and those
However, this is very different from the cuts of 4 000 staff handshake plaSterS will be made into a sculpture which will
proposed by the opposition before the election, which it couldPe on the lawns of the University of Adelaide. It is not only
only have achieved through sackings. That is the differencd0r the dignitaries that attended—I attended on behalf of the
That is where | do not agree. | do not agree in the LiberaPremier and the minister—but it is also for community

approach of compulsory sackings compared to our voluntarjeople, and there were hundreds of university students
approach. involved in that activity.

NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK Also, how many of us in this place have made it our
business to be involved, on an ongoing basis, with the needs
MsBEDFORD (Florey): This week is, of course, ofindigenous people and to learn first-hand of the difficulties

National Reconciliation Week and | take this opportunity tothey have in accessing suitable housing and the extra health
acknowledge the Kaurna people, who are the traditionadnd education services needed to enable them to participate
custodians of the Adelaide Plains, the land on which we meeity our communities and gain the skills required to secure
and, of course, most of us live, and | acknowledge theimeaningful employment? It is a sad fact that the small
relationship with the land. In saying that, it is timely to number of indigenous people who contribute to super have
remember this land has been cared for for thousands of yeasianuch reduced opportunity to access it, as their life expec-
by our indigenous people, the oldest continual civilisation ortancy is still around 20 years less than non-indigenous people.
the planet Earth. Since white settlement traditional owners

have been removed from their lands and that is why itis goyth Australians are committed to reconciliation, and
important to recognise the significance of native title claimsgince the symbolic Bridge Walk it is heartening to see the
It is also important to unde.rstand particularly why and hOWmany ways that the broader community participates in
this system works. There is a permit system, of course, tgctjyities when they are arranged and publicised. An example
visit the lands and as a courtesy this allows the traditionght that was, as | said, the function that | attended yesterday
owners to know who is moving through their communities. ut the university, but also the way in which indigenous health
Itis also a safety measure and that is understandable wheRq disability is recognised in the collaboration between
you consider the dangers in the remote lands of this state a'mletropolitan Domiciliary Care and Options Coordination. An
how hot and desolate they can be. MOU was signed at the hub of activities, which is the
Reconciliation Week begins with Sorry Day, which is 26 Museum, and | want to thank the Museum for making the
May, and this year it was celebrated on a Sunday, with @pace available for people to attend those functions. It is also
fabulous event in Tarndanyangga, which is also known agnportant for us to remember that the minister will be hosting
Victoria Square. The day was centred around tents that wegg function here at parliament this week for the young
erected near the fountain, representing the missions anfdigenous people of the state, and | hope all members will
homes in South Australia. There was a free barbecue, danciagtend.
and music, handouts and posters, project information for Time expired.
children on places and issues relating to the stolen genera-
tions, and it was made available to the general public free of
charge. From all accounts, it was an absolutely fabulous
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GASPIPELINES ACCESS (SOUTH AUSTRALIA) the next five years, for example, ETSA Utilities expects to

(GREENFIELDSPIPELINE INCENTIVES) invest over three-quarters of a billion dollars in capital
AMENDMENT BILL expenditure to meet network growth and replacement needs.
Expenditure to address demand growth makes up approxi-
Adjourned debate on second reading. mately 6 per cent of expected capital investment. The
(Continued from 11 May. Page 279.) provision of gas to provide for this investment is, of course,

vital. The industry is facing a number of challenges, not the
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): As the lead speaker least of which is not only the provision of cheap, affordable
for the opposition, | indicate to the minister that the opposi-and accessible gas but also, as the parliament has heard, a
tion will be supporting the bill which he introduced on considerable skills shortage within the industry that will
11 May this year and which proposes amendments to the Gasntinue to worsen unless we do something about it. These
Pipelines Access (South Australia) Act 1997. The bill formsnew infrastructure projects will, of course, put further stress
part of a national legislative framework for gas and electricityon those skilled tradespeople.
that was established by the Ministerial Council on Energy The industry is looking for guidance and leadership from
(MCE). South Australia is the ‘lead legislator’ on energy andgovernments at all levels; particularly, government policy and
will therefore be the first state to implement this legislation.economic regulation needs to be clear, concise and viable for
The other states will adopt South Australia’s law throughthe industry. It is looking to governments to develop a
their application acts. | understand that the government wilhational energy policy and regulatory and policy environ-
introduce a larger legislative reform package, which includesgnents applying to energy networks that simply work for the
the new National Gas Law and amendments to the Nationahdustry and for users. Major decisions taken by governments
Electricity Law in the spring session. in relation to the national energy policy have included to date
In considering the bill, I thank the minister; his chief of the establishment of new national bodies to govern and
staff, Don Frater; the departmental officer, Vince Duffy, regulate Australia’s energy markets, including the Australian
Director of Markets and Sustainability; and Anni Foster fromEnergy Regulator (AER) and the Australian Energy Market
the Crown Solicitor’s Office, for their briefing on the bill. I Commission (AEMC). The energy network sector has a
thank all the stakeholders who have provided me with theistrong interest in the creation of these bodies and how their
comments—in particular, Santos, AGL, Envestra, and ETSAperations will impact on network activities, and the sector
Utilities, amongst others. | congratulate all stakeholders in thés working with governments to ensure that the new bodies
energy industry who have contributed in the process obperate under appropriate governance and accountability
creating this nationally uniform legislation. It is worth just arrangements.
considering where we have come from. Access regulation to energy networks is, of course,
The Australian energy network sector is an increasinglysignificantly what the bill is about. The critical issue for the
vibrant one. The companies who will be affected by the billindustry is the need to reform the current price and access
have an important role in distributing a reliable supply ofregulatory regimes applying to the gas network. These
energy sources to the millions of consumers around Australiregimes enable third parties to move electricity or gas through
and, indeed, within South Australia. The energy networkenergy networks that they do not own, and they also deter-
business is to deliver electricity and natural gas to ovemine how much the owner of an energy network can charge
12 million customer connections across Australia. Approxifor the use of its network. Gas networks are regulated under
mately 800 000 kilometres of electricity distribution power-the National Third Party Access Code for Natural Gas
lines and 75 000 kilometres of gas distribution pipelines aréipeline Systems (the National Gas Code), while electricity
used. These networks are valued at more than $28 billion, amktworks are regulated under the economic provisions of the
each year energy network businesses invest more thatational Electricity Code.
$2 billion in network reinforcement and expansions. Of  Additionally, the Productivity Commission’s review of the
course, there are considerable economic benefits as gas access regime has been an important review of access
conseqguence, as these energy networks enhance the reliabilidggulations as they apply to the gas network sector, and it is
and competitiveness of South Australian businesses aralso anticipated to influence the more generic debate on
industry by providing reliable and constant access to energgnergy regulation. Importantly, the review is expected to lead
at cost effective distribution rates. There are a lot of regionalo comprehensive reforms to the gas access regime, as | have
benefits from reliably and cost efficiently distributing that mentioned at the opening of my remarks. This may see a
energy through to all parts of South Australia. rebalancing of access regulation approaches to reduce the cost
Of course, this capability also helps to encourage thand impact of regulation on network sector businesses and
development of new regional industries, meaning more jobgncourage more appropriate ongoing investment in network
particularly for those living in country areas—anotherdevelopment and maintenance, while also maintaining an
important reason to support the bill. In South Australia aloneppropriate regime for ensuring open access to networks. The
there is growth in demand. Residential peak energy demariddustry is looking for specific improvements to the regime
in this state is expected to grow by an average of 6 per centhat it hopes will include: a light-handed price monitoring
compare this with the expected overall residential energpption as an alternative to cost-based regulation; an objects
demand growth of 2 per cent. These growth patterns meagiause that focuses on economic efficiency and investment;
that more network infrastructure will be needed to meet peakaising the threshold at which the cost-base price regulation
demand that will be used on only a few days each year. O applied; and tightening the guidance given to regulators
course, gas is vital to the provision of electricity within the regarding approvals of access arrangements and reference
state and has been a matter of considerable debate in ttaiffs. Importantly, the review of the gas access regime has
parliament over many years. highlighted that the existing system of access regulation is
There is considerable growth in capital expenditure neediscouraging adequate ongoing investment in gas networks
within the state and, really, that is what the bill is about. Indevelopment in Australia. The industry is hopeful that the
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review’s outcomes will be reflected in the national energyexemption. This should include access rights to both ship and
policy and adopted by governments and regulators. Thgas, and to nominate alternative receipt and delivery points.
purpose of this bill within the context of what | have just  Santos feels the bill should make allowances for review
mentioned is to provide greater certainty regarding thefthere are material changes in circumstances. For example,
regulatory coverage of greenfields pipelines, therebyf gas were not flowing from PNG to Australia, would the
encouraging further investment in new pipelines. exemption automatically terminate? If so, under what
The bill is specifically targeted at the proposed Papuaircumstances? Pipelines generally go through expansions
New Guinea (PNG) to Australia natural gas pipeline. Thewhich may include new or loop pipelines and additional
pipeline will run from the PNG highlands to Port Moresby compressor stations, which add throughput capacity during
and down to Gladstone in Queensland and Moomba in Southe pipe’s lifetime. Santos is of the view that material
Australia, providing a new gas source for the south-easéxpansion of the pipeline should not be automatically
Australian market. Should any member seek furtheincluded in either a previous ruling or an exemption case.
information on this project, which | will not go into in | turn now to AGL which has made comments generally
detail during this address, | commend the web sit&sypportive of the bill. AGL understands the implications
www.oilsearch.com.au/html/png_gas.cfm. Currently, thergyhich the bill contains and the national perspective it brings.
is regulatory uncertainty for investors in new pipelines, as aGL is of the view that it provides regulatory certainty, and
new pipeline is not subject to any regulation under the gagdraw to the house’s attention that AGL owns 10 per cent of
pipelines act unless an application for coverage is madehe gas and some of the reserves. Sales agreements worth
However, an application to impose regulation can be madeome $4.5 billion from owners of gas are out there in the
at any point in time by a third party, creating regulatory marketplace and a number of tenders are presently underway.
uncertainty for investors. This bill contains two measures t@Generally, AGL is pleased that the bill will enjoy our support
improve regulatory certainty and encourage investment in gasnd that the matter is proceeding.
plpe'llnes.. o ) | draw to the house’s attention a media release from AGL,
Firstly, it has a binding no-coverage ruling. The proponengjated 9 May and entitled ‘Regulatory certainty for PNG
of a greenfields gas transmission pipeline (or distributioryipeline’ in which AGL publicly expressed many of these
network) could apply to the National Competition Council for yjews. It welcomed the announcement by the Ministerial
an up-front coverage assessment. Following assessment, {guncil on Energy (MCE) on the National Gas Pipelines
National Competition Council could make a recommendationccess Regime as a ‘significant and positive development for
to exempt a pipeline from regulation for 15 years. Thethe Australian component of the proposed Papua New Guinea
relevant minister could then provide a binding 15 year no{pNG) to Australia natural gas pipeline’. AGL's Managing
coverage ruling. This exemption would apply to bothpjrector, Paul Anthony, said that the announcement provided
domestic and international pipelines. Secondly, the billcertainty on federal and state government policy’ and that it
provides for a price regulation exemption in that it establishegyas ‘a significant step in the development of the proposed
the option of a 15-year price regulation holiday for green-pNG to Australia pipeline’. He stated:
fields gas pipelines. This exemption would apply only to The announcement facilitates the setting of tariffs on the

international transmission pipelines which originate ingtralian component of the pipeline through commercial forces for
another country and bring gas from a source outside Aushe first 15 years of the pipeline’s operations rather than by a

tralia. The National Competition Council would make regulatory process. _AII buye_rs Qf PNG gas will benefit from the
recommendations, with the commonwealth minister makin@.”r"ﬂ“”.ge.me'”tS requiring the pipeline to provide open access and non-
the final determination. Iscriminatory pricing.

The government has explained, during its briefings to mér Anthony added that the MCE's decision was consistent
and in the second reading, that there has been wide consuliith the original third-party access arrangements for the PNG
tion with stakeholders and that there is no opposition to th@ipeline which were established through a process set out by
bill because everyone is looking for a new gas source for ththe Australian Competition and Consumer Commission
South-East Australian markets. However, with its leave, (ACCC) and the Queensland government in 1998.
have taken the liberty of contacting most of the key stake- | turn now to the Envestra Corporation. | advise the house
holders myself who, | say to the house, have largely conthat that entity has no significant concerns with the proposed
firmed their agreement with the bill and the majority of its bill. Envestra feels that it reflects discussions that have taken
contents. place between the industry, including the key associations—

| want to put on the record some of the feedback that hamely, the Energy Networks Association and the Australian
have received from the industry for use by members. FirstlyPipelines Industry Association—and government and
Santos Pty Ltd, which of course has a keen interest in the bilfegulators which, over the past two years, have also been
has no objection to the concepts behind the bill and supporisvolved. Envestra feels that it is a welcome initiative to
the principles of regulatory certainty, especially for majorencourage the development of further gas transmission
projects and arm’s length commercial agreements as envigipelines and associated interconnectivity of the national gas
aged between foundation shippers and infrastructure propsarkets now and in the future. The bill may have limited
nents. It has some general observations and comments on theportance to Envestra, given that it is not involved in any
bill, in particular, the public consultation for ‘binding non- of the ‘international’ pipeline developments. The opportunity
coverage rulings’, which it feels is important where there isfor greenfield developments like those contemplated in the
full consideration of the public benefit. It also feels that thebill is limited. However, Envestra sees it as a welcome step
‘price regulation exemption’ should not limit access to anindustry-wide and economy-wide.
international pipeline by either international or domestic =~ The minister referred in his second reading speech to the
stakeholders in the future. Approval of a ‘limited accessanticipated introduction to parliament in the spring session
arrangement’ where third parties seeking access to thefthe larger reform package. Envestra is vitally interested in
pipeline have recognised rights should be a condition of théhat development, and it notes that the direction for this law
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is to be considered at the MCE meeting, one of which wasouth Wales and Victoria and which is designed to improve
held in May, and future meetings are scheduled. Ministersafety in the heavy vehicle industry.

may on occasions talk of the relative success of the current The opposition understands that the national model
access regime versus that which applies to the electricitiggisiation was comprised of both ‘essential’ and ‘desirable
industry, particularly in its ability to ensure an efficient and only’ provisions. The South Australian bill adopts all the
tlmely regulatory process and to allow owners of Substantiabssentiar and ‘desirable On|y‘ elements and is more
gas network investments to be responsible for the futurgomprehensive than the legislation implemented in other
efficient operation of those networks rather than havestates. The bill willimplement the model national legislation
I’egulatorS assume that role. Envestra is hopeful that the Mcﬁrough amendments to the Road Traffic Act 1961, the Motor

resolves on directions to prepare legislation that adopts thgehicles Act 1959, and consequential amendments to the
recommendations of the Productivity Commission’s reporisymmary Offences Act 1953.

of June 2004 into the gas access regime, having been draw the house’s attention to the fact that there are quite
commissioned by Treasurer Peter Costello in June 2003. , \;mper of farmers and business people on this side of the
~ Envestra feels that these reforms are integral to th@ouse, and quite a number of people who have an interest in
improvement of cost structures within the industry, reducingnhe workings of the freight industry and in the activities of
regulatory costs and the development of future infrastructurghose who use road transport or whose businesses or liveli-
to support gas consumers in both regional and suburbaihods depend upon it and, therefore, there will be some
developments and to the wider use of natural gas with itgontributions from members on this side during both the
known environmental benefits within the community second reading and the committee stage. | have also spoken
generally. to the minister about the need for the government to have

| advise the house that ETSA is generally happy with theime to consider some of the amendments we have filed, and
bill. 1t feels that the bill has no particular impact on the he has indicated that the government will give them some
operations of ETSA except, of course, to the extent that it hasonsideration in due course. | am also aware of at least one
an interest in the provision of gas for the production of timelyprivate member who intends to introduce some amendments,
and affordable electricity. to which I am sure the government will want to give its close

In conclusion, the Liberal opposition supports the bill. Weattention before the matter is considered in committee. | am
understand the reasons for its being brought to the house. Vgre the arguments will be listened to with bated breath by all,
note that industry is supportive of the initiative. We arebecause the issues that will be raised are very important.
pleased that South Australia is taking the lead on this, and we The opposition understands the key features of the bill, in
see no need for the bill to go into committee so that it can b@articular the ‘chain of responsibility’ provision which
dealt with expeditiously and advanced to the other placextends liability for road law offences to all parties who
forthwith. control or influence conduct on the road. This includes

drivers, operators, loaders, packers, consignors and receivers.

TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Energy): Ithank  Employers and managers of businesses, directors of com-
the opposition for its support. This is one of those occasionpanies and partners may also be personally liable for breaches
where the parliament works in a bipartisan fashion to achieviey an employee. The chain of responsibility provisions will
something that | believe is very important for the nationalapply to any breaches of mass, dimension and load restraint
interest, not simply our state’s interest. The suggestions fasffences and will form the basis for future chain of responsi-
the sort of regulatory certainty contained within this bill arebility provisions relating to other areas of heavy vehicle
not new; | place on the record my personal view that Iregulation.
supported these suggestions when they came forward from A second provision contained within the bill is the
former senator Parer in the Parer reportin, | think, 2002. | ameasonable steps defence’ whereby all parties in the chain of
grateful that the Ministerial Council on Energy in its usualyesponsibility must demonstrate that they have taken
breakneck—or, some would say, glacial—speed has managgshsonable steps to ensure that their business operations have
to arrive at this. We hope it will assist in the creation of newnot caused or contributed to road safety breaches to avoid
pipelines to bring our natural gas ashore, which is, | believepeing held liable for mass, dimension and load restraint
incredibly important to the national interest over the next fewyreaches. The bill also contains provisions for the registration

decades. Again, | thank the opposition for its support.  of industry codes of practice. Compliance with an industry
Bill read a second time and taken through its remaining:ode of practice will be one way a business can demonstrate
stages. that they have met the ‘reasonable steps’ defence.

Further, the bill deals with categorisation of mass,
STATUTESAMENDMENT (ROAD TRANSPORT dimension and load restraint offences based upon risk to

COMPLIANCE AND ENFORCEMENT) BILL safety, public amenity and infrastructure. Offences may be

. . categorised as minor, substantial or severe with penalties

Adjourned debate on second reading. increasing according to the risk category of the breach. There
(Continued from 11 May. Page 276.) are new enforcement powers, which will apply to both heavy

and light vehicles. | mention that specifically, because the
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): As lead speaker, | opposition does have some concern about unintended
rise to indicate that the opposition will be supporting this billconsequences of the bill. The bill provides for an increased
but it will be proposing some amendments. This is a differentariety of penalty options and higher penalties—a new range
kettle of fish to the bill regarding gas regulation with which of penalties that will give police, authorised officers and
we have just dealt. This bill, which the minister introducedcourts a variety of options to target the causes of road safety
on 11 May this year, forms part of proposed national uniformbreaches, including a formal warning, a compensation order,
legislation which has already been implemented in Neva commercial benefits penalty, suspension, cancellation or
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disqualification orders, and supervisory intervention andhat when we were in government—and | shudder to tell the
prohibition orders. house—the RAA bashed us around the ears, just as much as
The opposition has conducted its due diligence on the bilit does the government, at every election and during every
and consulted with a wide variety of industry bodies andoudget, seeking money and support on behalf of its stakehold-
other stakeholders. It is noted that a significant amount of thers. | note, too, that the government completely overlooks the
consultation conducted by the government with industry wasggressive attitude the RAA takes to the national government
conducted back in 2002-03, and some stakeholders hawd the day, regardless of its political persuasion, every time
raised concerns regarding developments since that time afederal budget comes out, when it does exactly the same
relation to the proposed national model. Given that issuehing.
industry has indicated that it is generally supportive of the The government would be well advised to listen to
bill. However, some concerns have been raised with me, fastakeholders such as the RAA and act on some of their
example, the issue of inequity of access to the reasonabé®ncerns, rather than trying to bash them into submission. |
steps defence. In our bill, the reasonable steps defence is rditl not notice the government trying to bash the AMA into
available to drivers and operators where a substantial @ubmission when it came out during the election campaign
severe breach has occurred, but all other responsible personih supportive comments in regard to the Labor government,
in the chain of responsibility have access to this defence. Thiand | did not notice the government bashing Business SA
is a particular concern of the National Transport Insurancevhen it came out very supportive of the Labor government.
Corporation, which advises that this should be amended dbis just political schoolyard bullying to attempt to belittle
that all parties have equal access to the defence. and diminish industry bodies by accusing them of being
The opposition also notes that arrangements differ in somgolitically aligned when they are simply doing what they
states that have already introduced the legislation in one forshould do, and that is work hard on behalf of their stakehold-
or another. Industry has also expressed concerns thats.
Transport SA and SA Police should not take a draconian Having given that preamble, | point out to the house that
approach to the legislation and that it is targeted at peoplte RAA is supportive of the principles in the bill and many
causing the problem. | have reminded industry that it is onef its provisions, but it is very concerned about what might
thing to hear from the department or from the governmenbe in the regulations, and | share that concern. Certainly, it
that they will interpret the law benevolently. | have cautionedhas been my observation that the devil is in the detail and that
them, however, that it is one thing if the law is changed tahe real hurdles to jump often are contained in those regula-
give the government and the bureaucracy powers, whatevéons. The RAA supports the increase in the default maximum
assurances one might be given in an effort to get the legislgenalty under the Road Traffic Act to $2 500, the increase in
tion passed through this place, but what happens once tltee maximum fee applicable to expiation notices issued for
powers have been given to government is another thingreaches under the Road Traffic Actto $750, and an increase
altogether; and that one should be very careful about givingh the maximum fee applicable to expiation notices issued for
the government any power it does not wholly need otbreaches of the Motor Vehicles Act or regulations under the
accepting any assurance from government or its officers thaict to $750.
they will properly and sensibly interpret the laws and exercise The RAA also supports the proposed increase in the
the powers once given. Better not to give them in the firstnaximum penalty from $250 to $2 500 for the following
place, or certainly to qualify their provision, than to find later, offences under the Motor Vehicles Act: section 96 (failure to
when people change and circumstances move on, that polipeoduce driver’s licence or permit), section 97 (failure to
and other officers are taking a draconian approach tproduce licence or permitin court) and section 97A (failure
implementation. Many stakeholders (for example, membersf visiting motorists to carry or produce a licence). In relation
of the South Australian Farmers Federation) would like to se& that particular point, the opposition does not fully agree
amore light-handed and educational approach to these lawand it has filed amendments to reduce, quite considerably,
particularly in the initial stages. penalties for some offences, as it is of the view that tenfold
Concerns have also been raised that the penalties comcreases in fines, particularly for provisional licence holders
tained in the South Australian bill are more stringent tharand learners, and some country drivers and people who are
those in other states. The question has been asked whetlgging about their ordinary business driving a light vehicle, are
consistency with other states might have been preferred solittle harsh. The opposition will explain why it feels that
that as drivers across borders they are not subject to variablgay during the committee stage. The amendments are filed
codes of constraints and bylaws. Concerns have beeand | bring them to the attention of the government.
expressed to the opposition about the powers to inspect and Some concern has been expressed by industry, including
search and the fact that authorised officers do not have to like RAA, about the proposed amendment to section 98AAB
government employees but may be, for instance, contractorsf the Motor Vehicles Act to increase the maximum penalty
I should say that there is a preference within industry for suclrom $250 to $2 500 for not carrying a probationary licence,
powers to be limited only to officers with some legal training provisional licence or learner's permit. In those three
or some purposeful authority. Many in industry have alsanstances, of course, the opposition agrees with the RAA and
expressed the desire for further consultation and education @gnwill be moving amendments, accordingly, for reasons
the impact of the legislation before it comes to pass. which | will explain. Certainly, the RAA is of the view that
I will go into a little more details in relation to some of the the current maximum penalty is inadequate, but it is of the
industry consultation, because it is relevant for the house teiew—as is the opposition—that a tenfold increase is
have their concerns placed on the record. For example, thennecessary. Concern has also been noted that there might be
opposition has contacted, amongst many other groups, tlee need to amend the Road Traffic Act by deleting sec-
RAA, a group that | note the government likes to defile andion 162A(2), which provides that a person must not drive a
describe, with no substantiation, as some sort of highlynotor vehicle if they do not comply with section 162A
politicised outpost of the Liberal Party, without remembering(which prescribes requirements in relation to seat belts and
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child restraints). The meaning of this proposed amendmerig a vital stakeholder in all this and which is, again, suppor-
is not clear and it may be that existing subsection (2) idive of the bill. It made the point (and we think it a reasonable
superfluous, given the provisions of section 164A offencesne) that access to the ‘reasonable steps’ defence should be
and penalties. Perhaps the government could consider thefiual access; that all should be able to access that defence.
observation and clarify the situation during the committeeThe opposition understands from its discussions with industry
stage. that other stakeholders are of the same view. For some
There has been input from the South Australian Roadeason, the government is not of that view and it ought to
Transport Association (SARTA), which | think is worth explain to us during the committee stage, if not before, why
mentioning. Of course, it is of the view that the matter shouldt has removed that defence for certain stakeholders.
be supported and it notes that it has been involved in The opposition would particularly like to thank the
consideration of the matter for an extended period. It has minister’s liaison officer Mr Matt Pinnegar and the depart-
central and very significant role, both within the state andnental officer Nada Petrovic, who was the project officer
nationally, in the development of the legislation. It is veryduring the briefing on the bill. We appreciate the hard work
pleased to see the legislation coming forward. It has disthat these people do in keeping us informed. As | noted, we
cussed the legislation at length with a range of stakeholdergould also like to thank the stakeholders who made contribu-
and both the government and the opposition. It is anotheions. There were many of them, but | would particularly like
industry body doing its best on behalf of its stakeholders antb thank the South Australian Road Transport Association
members in a non-political and completely non-partisan waySARTA), the RAA, National Transport Insurance (NTI), the
simply lobbying for the interests of its members who are parSouth Australian Farmers Federation, Flinders Ports, the
of the trucking industry. SARTA notes that it is already law South Australian Freight Council and many others who
in New South Wales and Victoria, and it would be very contacted us or gave us advice during the process of develop-
concerned were it not to become law here in the near futuréng our response to the bill.
SARTA would like to see the bill progress swiftly. | congratulate all stakeholders in the transport industry
It notes that certain customer sectors have made an astho have contributed to a process of creating this national
form of taking advantage of the competitiveness of the roadiniform legislation, particularly those involved in the heavy
transport industry for their commercial interest. It is of thevehicle industry, who have shown their commitment to the
view that in the process lives and the safety of road usersafety of all road users. Overall, the bill is a positive step
including truck drivers, have been put at risk. The oppositiortoward improving safety within the transport industry for the
agrees with it on that fundamental point. Abuses involvebenefit of the industry and all road users, but | do have some
serious issues, such as the overloading of trucks by customassncerns, as | have mentioned. | have filed amendments.
eager to save money on freight and the outrageous abuseRéther than my going through the amendments now clause
truck drivers’ driving hours, most typically by large distribu- by clause, the minister has indicated that he would like to
tion centres holding drivers and their trucks for anything fromview those amendments and consider them. | would be very
one hour to eight hours beyond their allotted load or unloadhappy to be contacted outside the house by the minister's
time slot. At many high profile customers’ facilities, SARTA staff to further elaborate on our concerns and why we are
argues that it has been routine for drivers to wait three to fouputting forward those amendments, but | would ask the
hours past their designated slot, yet if the truck arrivesninister to give them consideration.
15 minutes or more after that designated time, even on atrip They have come from the industry, and they may make the
from Sydney, then the truck driver and the transport companyill a better piece of legislation. | understand that the member
are penalised. for Stuart has filed some amendments of his own, which the
This legislation should make those people liable, and thegovernment will also need to consider. Having said that, the
will have to demonstrate their innocence through theopposition supports the bill, hopes that the government will
reasonable steps defence. Any responsible person or organiagree to our changes and looks forward to it being advanced
tion acting within the law and with due care and responsibiliforthwith.
ty will have no basis for concern in relation to these laws in
the view of SARTA. The laws, quite rightly, hold everyone ~ Mr PEDERICK (Hammond): | wish to speak briefly on
within transport companies, from the owners and managinghat | believe will be the inequitable issue of grain carting
directors right down to the drivers, fully accountable, as well off farm. Being a farmer, | am fully aware of the vagaries in
They all will be absolutely liable and will need to demon- weights of grain, the hectolitre weights that can vary greatly
strate their innocence through a reasonable steps defencexdcording to weather, etc. The general weighting of grain
note that the opposition will be moving certain amendmentgoes from about 12 bags a tonne (on the old scales) for your
in respect of that defence. Indeed, the industry has alreadyheat, peas, etc., through to 18 bags a tonne for your oats, so
carried out a substantial amount of training and educatiothere is a 50 per cent difference in the weight and you have
within the trucking industry and beyond in regard to theto make a measurement on a volumetric scale when there are
forthcoming legislation. For example, SARTA has arrangedo weighbridges within cooee to check on your load.
facilitated four hour meetings with the principals and senior | take issue with the expectation that a packer, loader or
staff of each supermarket chain, one company at a time; armbnsigner, whatever you want to call the labourer or farmer
it did this because as a sector these are important and valuedho is loading the truck, can be absolutely responsible for an
customers. There was simply a need to resolve the issues thiaaccurate measurement. Over time you get used to a visual
the bill seeks to rectify. assessment of how much weight is in either a semitrailer or
Those relationships between the industry and the supea B-double load of grain, for whichever variety of grain you
market chains are apparently progressing well and it doemay be delivering. This is helped greatly by air bag indicator
look as though the bill will be received, when it passes, in acales on some trucks, but it only works on a dead level
positive way, and that it will be able to be implemented. Isurface, and there are not too many times when a truck will
have already mentioned National Transport Insurance, whicbe on a dead level surface in a farming situation. Most likely,
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it will be anything up to 50 to 80 kilometres from the nearest MrsPENFOL D: You should stop bullying people all the
weighbridge, so | believe we need some tolerances in the biltime and harassing them.

From past experience, | believe you could have up totwo  The Hon. PF. Conlon interjecting:
tonnes of difference on a semitrailer load of grain in the 27  The SPEAKER: Order!
to 29-tonne range and the B-double could have at least @ \, s pENFOLD: It is perhaps no accident that Queens-
three-tonne difference on a person’s visual assessment oﬁ

. . ghd is the fastest-growing state in Australia, because
load. | agree with most aspects of the proposed bill, bu“heréueensland looks at the national transport proposals to

need to t?]e SOme toIeragce;sffor any IOff";'te dloadltnr? of grai uestion how they will affect their own businesses, including
orany other primary proauct for people who do nothave €asy . ,cers. Therefore, that state is introducing a tolerance for

access to advgelglf(wtérl_dge. To bgclk this Utphl have seen ,:th;]' erloading in certain instances. In a letter dated 3 March
ﬁﬁgiré?ir\'/?ﬁg ":355 tr;z?(gzggrr;\in ;lrg tr:)osiloa\\//\llri][% gc?:césas to%OOG to the state Minister for Transport on this issue, | wrote
a weighbridge where they are loading at ABB sites, havingljn support of Mr Jon Fromm’s concerns:

to run back and tip out a tonne or half a tonne to be within the The carting of grain involves many variables which can affect the
legal limit. ulk density and grain weight i.e. moisture content, quality of the

. ) grain and type of grain. Generally farmers do not cart on a regular
I would ask the house to consider that, with loads that ar@asis, only during harvest. | understand some trucks are fitted with

not easy in the first instance early in a harvest, when peoplgauges, however they only give an indication of the load weight
are trying to work out what the hectolitre weight of their grain ather than an absolute reading.

will be in the load, there should be tolerances allowed in th(?161 Mr Fromm like many other farmers does his own carting during

. . P . rvest and is very concerned about his liability under the proposed
bill for this and some smart thinking in this regard. legislation if he should accidentally overload his truck. Jon is

. . suggesting that farmers should be given a tolerance of eight to 10 per
MrsPENFOLD (Flinders): Moves to influence standard cent of load weights. He also suggests that the tolerance rate be on

road rules across Australia are to be commended. Roatisliding scale depending on the truck size and combination.
transport is set to increase in the future, while private vehiclesar:]gmev?gy %Vgglreu%fsaefges;egggéo%ﬂ riCr?Uﬂt%iLS’ ﬁgpvceesr? fsee%asfg;]n%
ar:so are rising in number with the greater use of our road verlo%ding grain trucks. 9 Y
through a.“ft In _the mobility O.f ordinary p_eople. Neverthe- Due to the unpredictable nature of grain some consideration
less, consideration must be given to the differences that 0cCyhould be given to farmers under the proposed Chain of Responsi-
across the nation when it comes to road transport. | have beiity legislation. | ask that up to an eight to 10 per cent tolerance be
contacted by constituents who are concerned about the lagkowed for grain truck load weights.

of tolerance in the bill as it is applied to the carting of grain.The minister's reply, received on 17 May 2006, was negative
| quote a letter pub|IShed in tHgbock Journal on 9 February in every respect The minister stated:

2006: N . .
L . The new legislation does propose that drivers and operators will
The Road Transport Authority’s proposed ability to access thgave access to a defence if they have taken all reasonable steps to
ABB Grain Ltd computer data of farmers’ individual weigh notes, prevent the breach and the breach is only a minor risk breach.
for use in the prosecution process, will issue in another Draconian

and costly law. However, | can find nothing that explains what a ‘minor risk
1 'am not condoning overloading in principle, but due to thebreach’ is or what constitutes ‘reasonable steps’. Leaving
difficulty of judging the weight of grain from load to load, paddock s,,ch decisions to the whim of individuals does not augur well

to paddock, | feel farmers should be given at least an eightto 10 p . P .
cent tolerance on load weights (similar to Queensland’s regulations?&r the consistent application for any of the proposed national

This issue relates to about one month in the year for mostoad rules.
farmers. We lack access to weighbridge facilities, and the suggested Another aspect that has not been mentioned is the issue of

solution that we run our trucks half-full to avoid prosecution will ; ;
lead to added frustration, faster trips and more road damage. greenhouse gases and climate change. The suggestion that

Through personal inquiries, | am disappointed to discover that"UCks only run at half capacity to avoid breaching the loading
neither the South Australian Farmers Federation nor ABB Grain igveights is ludicrous. It would mean double the trips on
defending farmers’ rights. unsealed roads with consequent damage caused by road usage
One could also add that this government has no concern f@nd a huge increase in damage to the environment as well as
farmers. That is perhaps understandable since the membéfg damage to other road users.
of the government have virtually no first-hand experience in During Labor’s term in state government, | have noted the
primary production. They only see primary industry as a cowdeterioration in regional development and the gradual
to be milked, as a source of government revenue. withdrawal of funding and services from regional South

It is a fact that profitable businesses contribute to governAustralia. Nowhere is this more in evidence than in the state’s
ment revenue and therefore the standard of living of all of ugigjection of its responsibility for road maintenance. | could
But unprofitable businesses soon close, withdrawing revenug|so add rail to that. | urge members to take a commonsense
creating unemployment, draining the public purse in manyiew of the practical application of this legislation and agree
ways and, most important of all, lowering the standard oto the minor amendments proposed by my colleagues,
living for all of us. Slugging primary producers and their particularly the member for Stuart.
interlinked businesses until they become unprofitable is a
recipe for financial and economic disaster across the state, yet TheHon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): Mr Speaker, | am
the government does not appear to understand this. pleased to participate in this debate. | do not share the

An editorial in theStock Journal stated that if federal, enthusiasm of some other members. It is a subject which |
state and territory governments accepted the Nationdlave some knowledge of. | actually started carting wheat to
Transport Commission’s recommendations ‘they will bePoocherawhen I was 16 years old. We used to lump the bags
rolling back the road transport achievements and putting ief barley—
jeopardy the economic viability of regional towns’. TheHon. P.F. Conlon: You would never have broken a

The Hon. P.F. Conlon interjecting: rule, not you, Gunny!
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TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Not me, Mr Speaker, and | have me take you through it and look at some of the rather unique
had some experience in loading trucks in and out of paddockand interesting provisions.

and | have seen a gradual progression— Some of these characters have a ‘little man’ syndrome and
TheHon. P.F. Conlon: When you were 16 it would have want to feel important. | think it is fair to say that some of
been a horse and cart, wouldn't it? these inspectors are not particularly keen on me. | do not

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Thats only if you're like the ~Know why. Clause 9 provides:
minister—he must be getting Alzheimer’s; he must have hagd (1) For the purpose of this act a personis an associate of another
a lapse of memory. Mr Speaker, we have seen a gradual™ (a) one is a spouse, parent, brother, sister or child of the
progression from petrol trucks, single axle, to B-doubles, road other: ' ' '
trains, semitrailers and combinations of vehicles because (b) they are members of the same household. . .
there was a need to improve efficiency, particularly in theT
field of agriculture. Let me say at the outset, this country,

would stop without the road transport industry. We aresary clause. | say to the Minister for the River Murray: wait
absolutely dependent across this nation. We have largl?ntil her little fruit growers get this heaved at them (and we
companies, we have small operators and we have owny ey know how the industrial inspectors got on up there).
L ; . . s a National Party member, does she think this helps rural
victims, in certain cases, of excessive and unnecessagy . australia? This is a disgraceful clause.

gﬁ{,ﬁ?uﬁ[ﬁ% ?C\ﬁ” Ofivgvf):\/sl,glrlr?gta;g%)elzg)rlsl’(r:gvl\lsth%?(t)ﬁtlae | will tell you what these people do. Listen to what these
9 : gvey pIes. people are like (they are really struck on me) and what

e s o e et o s JAPPEnS. AL Gme of h Olse goermmert, consfens
and got a new one f mine at Mequse was harvesting. A fire started in another
) . . part of the district. The lad who normally drove the header

I had a telephone call from my assistant in Port Augustgyent to help contain the fire. His father got in the header,
who said that one of my carriers at Jamestown would like jied up the truck and, on his way to the silo, he was pulled
word with me as he was having a slight problem. I said, ‘Whagyer by these inspectors, who gave him a pretty hard time. He
is it?" It was the Department of Transport. The story wasyas very annoyed because they should all have been at the
pretty simple. There is a drought in New South Wales, angire. They made a serious number of mistakes and assertions.
he had been contracted to cart bales of hay on a low loadgfyentyally, one afternoon two of these characters turned up
type of vehicle. He got onto the department, which said, ‘Canyt the house of the daughter-in-law and served a summons on
you prove that there is a drought in New South Wales?' Myner, insisting that she appear in court. She did not have a
blood pressure went up one or two points, and | said, ‘Wh@icence to drive trucks and had never driven a truck in her
is the character in the department?’ | made a telephone cajfe. She did not even have her name on the registration. She
to this gentleman and asked, ‘Are you either deaf or don’t youyas on call as one of the special nursing sisters at the Port
have aradio?’ There was dead silence at the end of the phong,gusta hospital and, when she explained that, they said that
and | said, ‘If you don't know there’s a drought in New South they were not interested and that she had to appear in court.
Wales, you're the only one in South Australia who doesn't”  gq the father-in-law telephoned me. I said, ‘If they force
No wonder_ my constituent was frustrated. At this stage, | waggy to go to court, we'll get the television cameras and we'll
getting a bit shorter on the telephone. all be there. Leave it to me for a few minutes.’ So, | rang the

This example demonstrates just how unique bureaucraayinister and gave her a short counselling session about what
is and what it can do to someone trying to make a living andvould happen to her behind closed doors and that she would
help the people of New South Wales at the request of thaot be the minister much longer because | would not vote for
New South Wales government. | pointed out to this gentleany more of the government legislation unless something
man that, on a previous occasion when they were carting hayappened. It was a public disgrace. By putting in this
to New South Wales, their inspectors had hassled myrovision, they now have the right to involve children. It is
constituents. When | took the matter up here, the next thingn absolute disgrace, and we will spend many hours here
was that the inspectors paid a visit to the carrier and wantenight on these matters because there is no way that, as a
to know why they had gone to their member of parliamentrural member of parliament, | will stand by and see this
He said, ‘Well, you wouldn't be here to talk to me if | hadn’t parliament pass unnecessary provisions.
gone to my member of parliament.’ This is just one example. It is not the role of this parliament to make life as difficult

The bill has a wide range of draconian measures. | hopas it can for people. That is what they are doing. It is the role
that the minister listens to this. The first thing | ask theof this parliament to ensure that laws are fair and reasonable
minister is: will he table the guidelines that will be used as &and we are not continuing down the path of taking away
part of the administration? | am told that the police and thepeople’s fundamental rights. I, and others, have spent a fair
departmental inspectors will be issued with these. We arbit of time going through this draconian measure, and |
entitled to know what they are, and they ought to be part ofuggest that the minister and members look at clause 36,
the schedule of the bill so that everyone knows. We havéecause that is another good one. And there are others.
been asked to pass a piece of legislation that has 69 clauses.The Hon. P.F. Conlon: | will always take your advice,
We are changing the whole concept, yet we are not sure wh&raham. | am serious. We will have a look at them.
the guidelines will be. We are entitled to know because TheHon. G.M.GUNN: Well, you need to. The other
people will be affected. | do not know how many backbenclclassic one is the demand that people should carry a driver’s
members of the government have read the bill and understodidence while operating within 100 kilometres of their base.
its clauses. If they had, they would challenge the governmerihat is absolutely over the top. Whoever dreamt up that
because, if they are not very careful, there will be somerovision, or was responsible for it, has no practical under-
excesses of government administration in this measure. Letanding of small operators who travel short distances with

hat is all-encompassing, and | will give you an example of
ow these people misuse it. It is a disgraceful and unneces-
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multiple vehicles. It is a nonsense. When this was put up tanderstand was that we live in a democracy, they are
parliament on the previous occasion, thanks to the goodppointed and we are elected. Some of them do not like it, but
commonsense of Norm Peterson, it was taken out. | will telthey can lump it, and the more obstructive they become, the
you a little story, Mr Speaker. We moved these amendmentspore determined some of us become. | will not sit idly by and
and the Sir Humphreys advising the then minister said, ‘Yoisee that sort of stupidity take place and unnecessary activity
cannot have that, and Norm Peterson called up the ministeo interfere with the proper activities of people involved in
and said, ‘If you force this provision, you will not win trade and commerce. In his second reading speech the
because this is nonsense.” And it is nonsense again. minister said:

TheHon. PF. Conlon: Am | right on a division, Jack? For example, manufacturers, primary producers, shipping agents

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Well, there will be divisions on  orimporters who consign and receive goods by road transport could
it. There will be more than one on every one of them’be jointly liable Wlth the_ heavy vehicle operator or driver if they
because, as the Minister for the River Murray— know the heavy vehicle is overioaded.

The Hon. PF. Conlon: | might agree with you. | put this point. | do not know how many of these particular

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: | hope you do, because we will individuals have loaded a vehicle in a paddock on the side of
go home a lot earlier. It is the responsibility of some of usa hill and whether they can estimate reasonably the weight of
who have been in this place and seen it at first hand. Thef@at vehicle. You might get it right on the drive but you
have only been two or three of us who have had heavyinderestimate on the bogie, on the tray axle. So, at the end
vehicle licences. | think the member for Schubert has onegf the day, what will the tolerances be? Will they be fair and

and | do not know who else. reasonable? It is terribly important. The minister went on to
Mr Griffiths interjecting: say:
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: No, | do not know whether Industry codes of practice.

Mitch has. | have carted a lot of grain. There is only one year ... The government's view is that the legislative obligations on

since | have been in this parliament that I have not carted gl parties in the chain of responsibility should not be overly onerous.
few loads of grain to the silo, because | like to keep my eyt is all very well to say that, but the bill does not say it. The
in. | must admit, | do not think | would go too well if | had provisions in the bill are overly onerous, and they are far-
to go back to lumping again. | take particular note of howreaching, because the ability to go into people’s homes is
these matters are being administered, and | go along to sil@itrageous, improper and immoral, and should not be there
and walk along the rail trucks and talk to people. It isin a democracy.
interesting when | go there to see the inspectors come in. Let me say, Mr Speaker, that if anyone | know has one of
They are really pleased to see me because they know | hatlgese characters going into their homes and demanding to
a notebook in my pocket and | take the numbers of the car®ok at things, there will be a censure motion in this parlia-
and find out what they are up to. They normally leave whermment of whomever is in charge of those officers. | do not care
| arrive. Because | am a very humble fellow and | have towho they are, because people’s homes should not be subject-
really work myself up even to talk to these people. ed to this. One character in the Department of Transport has
Mrs Geraghty: Now, now! been responsible for a number of his associates leaving under
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: | am shy, the member knows stress. That is how unreasonable he is; they did not want to
that. But | believe | am practical, and | understand thebe associated with him. This is the same character who
realities. The difficulty is that when this legislation leaves thisinterfered with the transport of grain from Pintumba, west of
parliament we will not have any control over it. It will go to Nundroo. He said that they did not have a road train permit.
the minister’s friends, the police and the Sir Humphreys ouf his character drove past the operator’s depot day after day
there who have their own little agendas. | have had lengthgnd, if he had an ounce of commonsense or if he were a
discussions, and it was put to me today that where you haveasonable person, he would have called and said, ‘There is
a community police station where the figures are down thew bit of a problem. We are not going to stop the export of
have a blitz on the truckies, and they write out a heap ofrain. The ships will be loaded. As soon as you get it, fill out
tickets on minor things. Every time | ask the question whethethe necessary paperwork.’ The bureaucracy is insensitive and
they are set targets and encouraged, you get a Sir Humphragpractical. | was asked how many of the minister’s advisers

answer. We all know that. and those associated with this legislation actually have a
TheHon. P.F. Conlon: Not by us, they are not. heavy vehicle driver’s licence. How many of them have
TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Well, maybe by the administra- actually driven a truck? How many of them have tried to load

tion. a truck?

The Hon. P.F. Conlon: You go and try to tell the Police | give another example. They say in this legislation that

Commissioner anything. You go right ahead. He runs his owthey can make a person turn around and go about

show. 30 kilometres. Could the minister tell me how you can turn

TheHon. G.M. GUNN: | have had a few interesting around a road train, semitrailer or B-double on any sections
debates with a previous police commissioner during budgedf the Eyre Highway? How can you turn around? | want to
estimates, and the minister now mentions an interesting poitihow from Sir Humphrey how you do it. If they give an
and this is the opportune time to say it. Let me say this: Instruction the driver might say, ‘If | pull off the road, | am
intend to take the closest interest in how this is administeredoing to get bogged’, like the driver in the western suburbs
and, if my constituents and others come to me and belieweho was told by a police officer to pull his B-double off the
they have been unfairly and unreasonably targeted, the peoplead and unhook it. He said that if you do it, it will cause
responsible will be named here, and | make no apology fotrouble. He eventually carried out the instruction and the little
that. We will have some fun questioning the Minister forjockey wheel holding up the trailer sank into the bitumen; that
Police and the commissioner during budget estimates. A how stupid this is to give untrained people this power. One
previous Police Commissioner got very cross with me, anaf the leading carriers on Eyre Peninsula said to me on
that was his right. One of the things he clearly had toSaturday morning that this will cause them tremendous
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problems, because certain over-zealous police officers wilbeen done on those roads since | drove on them all those
cause hell. A carrier up at Burra was pulled over in Adelaideyears ago. Were they rough! You need airbag suspension and
to be told that his vehicle was unroadworthy, even though agou just about get thrown out of the cabin, it is so rough. It
Regency Park an inspector had said there was nothing wroriga real worry that the roads are very narrow. Itis frightening
with it. Why should that police officer be permitted to further to be in a prime mover with 25 tonnes of fertiliser behind you
issue those tickets? He has not the wit nor the wisdom nor thet 97 to 100 km/h, and you think, ‘Gosh; there’s not much
commonsense to let them go. road for anybody else, is there?’

Of course, we will further debate this in committee. We  You look down at the mirrors and you can see two or three
have a number of amendments, many of which are based amches of white line each side of your tyres, and the shoulders
my personal experience of the sort of difficulties | haveare over the edge. This is highly dangerous, particularly from
witnessed over the years. | want to see South Australia gBort Broughton down through Alford, and it is not on. We
forward and | want to see people getting on with theirhave not kept up; itis like doing it again after all these years.
business unhindered. If you are confronted by the governmehthough it was great, but | was rather horrified to think that
or an agency, you are at a tremendous disadvantage. Thebat is what happens. | did enjoy it and it all came flooding
inspectors have very little commonsense, and some of thelrack but, as the member for Stuart said, you do not handle the
have an ability to read a bit of paper, but none of them camags. However, the responsibility is even greater because
interpret it with commonsense. | look forward to the ongoingwhen you are driving a truck like that your responsibility to
debate on this matter, because the transport industry in thize competent, sober and conscious of other road users is very
state relies on it, particularly in the isolated regions. important.

| am still a farmer and, as the member for Stuart also said,

Mr VENNING (Schubert): I, too, take more than a | like to keep my hand in on all things to do with the farm.
casual interest in bills such as this. The road transpotEven though it is only a matter of a total of about one week
industry is critical to our state and, as a country member, | ara year | still like to do one or two days on the harvester and
very much aware that all our regional communities rely orone or two days on the seeding. Technology is moving so
road transport to be supplied with everything they do. Theyuickly, and when I retire from this place | do not want to be
truckie and the trucking industry, and the roads they drive ontotally irrelevant. | like to keep my skills up, so | do drive a
are important to us all, and this bill will certainly affect them. harvester, as | did during the last harvest, and | know what it
As a primary producer, in a primary producing state, most ofs like to load a truck with grain over the side. Nowadays
our products—our grains, wine, livestock and all oursome of this is actually done on the move; we do not actually
produce—go off to market, usually in a truck. In the old daysstop. The truck pulls alongside under the harvester and you
our products were transported by train, and it still is to someip it in, so it is very difficult to gauge how much weight is
extent, but now almost all of it in some way or other will be in that truck when it is coming straight out of the harvester
transported in a truck, at least from the paddock to the sidingdike that; it is hard enough even from a stationery filled bin.
Trucks affect everything we do. All our farm inputs come Judging weight can be very difficult, particularly with the
onto the farm—our fuel, fertilisers, grains—on a truck, usinghuge variation in volumetric weight.
our roads. So, | have more than a casual interest in this, As the member for Hammond said a while ago (and |
although I hope it is not a conflict. commend him on his knowledge)—

| own several trucks, including two heavy duty prime  Mr Goldsworthy interjecting:
movers, one of which is new and which | drove for the first Mr VENNING: We do have very high yielding crops, as
time a few weeks ago. Yes, | have a heavy articulated vehiclthe member for Kavel reminds me. My son is doing a
driver’s licence, as the member for Stuart just mentionedparticularly good job. Sir, | know approximately how full a
Nothing gives me more joy than to get behind the wheel otruck bin should be, as we all do. You have a visual line, like
a big, powerful prime mover, as did former minister thethe water line, on a bin and that should be about a legal
Hon. Diana Laidlaw and, if she could do it, | think that the load—or less; you always cut back, and you do not go over
Hon. Patrick Conlon should be able to do it as well. As thethe top—but you can get it very wrong. You look at the
member for Stuart will tell you, there is nothing more harvester and you look at the bin, and the grain looks about
pleasant than being behind a 450 horsepower diesel, pullingormal, so you tip it into the truck and start filling it up.
down the road. The new one that | bought the other day haSuddenly you realise that the tyres of the truck are starting to
an electric pre-selecting gearbox, so that adds even more jasguelch and you wonder who forgot to blow them up. You are
because | have always had difficulty in finding the gearsabout to get cross with the farm workers who were supposed
Particularly when you are not on the farm all the time, youto check the tyres when you realise you had better check the
lose that maxserve in fuller gearboxes where you have tgrain. You crawl into the bin of the truck, you get the grain
double de-clutch on every gear up and down. When you ar@ your hands and you think, ‘Hell, that is heavy.’ You cannot
in this place, you lose track of that after a while. | am glad totell by looking at it. It can vary so much for many reasons:
go home and sit in the truck, just put it into drive and awayclimate conditions during the growing period of the grain, the
it goes. Itis a real buzz and | enjoy it. fertility of your soils, the grain variety, grain moisture

| took a drive the other day to Wallaroo; in fact, | took (because moisture weighs), or a combination of those things.
four loads to Wallaroo on the roads in the member forSo, you cannot estimate the weight of the grain until you are
Goyder's electorate. | was very disappointed that a beautifidctually there and are actually reefing it.
truck with beautiful airbag suspension had to drive on those | am aware that some trucks do go off to the market or the
roads. | used to cart super on these roads in the 1960s insdo overweight. | believe that if a person is taking in a load
1956 Chev truck, and | was carting five tonnes and | thougha&ind is apprehended for being overweight (say, a half to a
I was in the big time. The roads were pretty good and quitéonne and a half), there ought to be a debate at least, saying,
tolerable. | was driving down the same road the other day an@his is the first load and | did not realise that.’ If it is the first
I could not believe that it was the same road. No work hasoad (not the 21st load), they should say—
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The Hon. P.F. Conlon: How do you prove that? Why not use DNA and be done with it? | cannot believe the
Mr VENNING: This used to be the rule. When you were lengths to which the government will go to rope in everyone

gauging the weight, especially of the first load of the seasorf!Se: AS the member for Stuart has said, why would they rope
you were allowed the benefit of the doubt. If you did it again!l innocent people—people who often do not have a licence

you got the book, because there are people (and the memtj@rdrive a truck—and how can they then involve them in
for Stuart would agree) who do abuse it. You see some df!Ngs like this, particularly when they are underage, when it

these old trucks limping down the road and you know thafnvolves children. This is way over the top. These people are

they are five-tonne trucks and that they have eight tonnes ot habitual criminals. _ _ _
grain in them. The thing is lurching and swaying, the bin is Also, Ilrals:e my favourite old subject, that is, the right to
nearly falling off the truck, and you think, ‘This is not on; this C&Ty & driver's licence. | recall, back when Ms Laidlaw was

is not safe.’ However, | have to say that that does not happeff€ minister, that we raised this matter in the house and
very often at all any more. You do still see a few of thosesSeveral of us made a strong stand. When working around the

lovely old trucks in the Barossa carting grapes, doing thdarm, | object to havi_ng to carrying a driver’s licence. You do
vintage, but they do not carry those sorts of loads. ThesBOt want to have things in your pocket that are not needed.

people get through year after year, the trucks do about 2 00¢/n€n I am around the farm, | do not carry a wallet or

kilometres a year in total, and the incidence of accidents i@nYthing, and | do notwant to carry a drivers licence. As my
very low. wife tells me, | am a very filthy farmer. | get covered in

o _grease, dirt and sand—if it's around, I'm covered in it—and,
So | wonder why we want to come in with such a draconi-stier a while, your licence would reflect that, too. If you are
an bill as this. I am very aware of what can happen and hoWithin 100 kilometres of your home base (that is, if you are
the header driver can be fined for overloading f[he truck. Lround your property), you should not have to carry a licence
never thought that could happen, because | believe that thg 5 log book.
truck driver, who is often the employee of the farmer anyway, g4, “Wwhy then are we revisiting this now? If you are only
h_as that responsibility in the end. He or she is driving it to the| og kilometres away, you should not have to carry your
silo and they should look over the side, because they have {g;er's licence. We fought this before and won, and | hope
climb up there and tarp the thing. When they tarp it theYye can win again. | hope the minister will understand that
should look in there and think, This is a bit heavy. They cantarmers do not want to have to carry a driver’s licence when
checkitif they have access to a weighbridge (usually they d@,orking around the farm. | wonder whether the Labor Party
not) or, if in doubt, they can go past the shed at home, opeRjs giscussed this with its backbench and whether anyone in
the tailboard and let half a tonne out on the ground. That wiltpa | apor Party understands about such matters. Some very
make sure that they are not overweight—but you have to b farmers vote Labor, and | can think of three | know.
going past home to do that. There is one fellow at Spalding, who | think is well known
What often happens is that it is the last load of the dayto many members of this house, who | am sure would be
there are 10 bags still in the box, so they stick it on. That isiorrified to think that the Labor Party is going to make him
no defence. We see so many carriers, who are paid by therry his driver’s licence around his property.
tonne and who take grain from the paddock by the tonne, | cannot understand why the government would want to
putting it in at the silo and they think, ‘There’s only 25 bagsgive inspectors the ability to enter people’s homes. | think
left in there; there’s another couple of dollars, good beethat is preposterous. Surely, a person’s home is sacrosanct.
money; put it on.’ They squeeze it on, put the tarp over and have been here now for 16 years, and | often wonder about
no-one is the wiser. Well, you know when it goes out thesome of the things we do in this place. Why are we introduc-
paddock, you see by looking at the tyres, and sure as eg@ this legislation? Why are we sitting here tonight discuss-
they are pinged 2 or 2% tonnes over. That is not defensiblig this bill? Is there a serious problem out there? Yes, we are
and should not be done. It is being greedy. It is all aboutold this is all about the national standard road strategy in
protecting our roads. relation to legislation. | think South Australia should have its

| am very concerned about some parts of this bill. It wa2Wn laws, as we have always done. Itis plain that some of the

highlighted to me by the member for Stuart and others anfational standards are absolutely ridiculous, because all

| was particularly incensed to read about these increment 'tu:’:lti.on.s,are not the same. | always say, ‘If it's not broken,
guidelines. | ask the minister what they are, and why theyon tfix it Why implement a huge amount of bureaucracy?

cannot be part of the bill. They are the teeth of the bill and__You wonder why people get frustrated. A lot of people out

will affect many members of the community. These things,there live a very basic life, and | have to say that | represent

like the regulations, can affect everything. | believe thatS°Me Of these people in the Barossa Valley. These people
should be in the bill so that we can debate that, too. work hard. They have excellent family and Christian ethics,

. and they ask very little of society and the government. All

On page 20 of the bill, I was absolutely amazed and coul%ey ask is to be given a fair go. They do not like people
not believe that section 9—Associates (and the member fQioming around throwing rule books at them and making them
Stuart also picked this up) talks about who is responsible. K oyt reams of paper. Almost all these people are totally law
is an all encompassing and disgraceful section, because thgliging, and they would never at any time intend or want to
will all be accomplices under this section. Does this give thgyreak the law. | think that to have these sorts of things thrust
authorities the right to involve children? Looking at S€C-ypon them is an encumbrance on them and everyone else.

tion 9(1)(h) of clause 9, | just cannot believe it. How farcan  paris of this bill are worth supporting. We want to pick up
a law go? You would think that we had a serious problempe golliwogs out there who do the wrong thing, and we have
here. Section 9(1) talks about all the relationships and thg, give our inspectors the power to say, ‘Look, if you do the

partners, and it then provides, under paragraph (h): wrong thing, particularly if you are an habitual offender,

A chain of relationships that can be traced between them und¥ang. You do a lot of damage to our roads and you can cause
one or more of the above paragraphs. a lot of heartache to people when you have an accident.’ | am
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very happy to see the law upheld in respect of loaded trucksrising out of criminal investigative procedures when an
particularly those that are not roadworthy. accused person is found not guilty or the charge is withdrawn.
| pay great credit to the department over the years. Thi&Ve know in a contemporary example that, when we produce
department has its truck inspectors, and they have been degislation that is complicated and detailed, ultimately it
to our property several times, at our invitation, particularlyproduces a web of operation which can sometimes render the
when we had the older trucks, not so much the newer onesltimate objective of the legislation nugatory. | tread with
To test the suspension, they put the older trucks on what thegome caution in relation to the extent of its application and
call a shaker, which shook the thing to bits. The wheels soithe level of liability it will impose in relation to a broader
of flop. Everything flops and hangs out and, if it is broken,group.
it will fall off. Often, we have had to replace king pins onthe  All those matters will be detailed by the member for Waite
trucks, because the shaking had shown that they were worwhen moving amendments, which he has foreshadowed; and
That's good; | have no problem with that. That's the sort ofa number of other amendments which the member for Stuart
cooperation | like: being invited by the farmers to come outhas foreshadowed. | add my note of caution to say that
and check their trucks. However, it is the confrontation thatimposing extremely heavy enforcement penalties in relation
I do not like, particularly when you see the inspectors goingo some of this conduct ultimately may be shortsighted in its
along the silo queues when farmers are busy and tired. Whapplication. The other thing is that sometimes, when we
really gets up my nose is when they look under the trucks tsignificantly increase penalties, there is less desire to enforce
see all the leaks and things and carry on about oil leaks. Thefe law in the first instance. We do need to be aware of that.
also look to see whether names on trucks are clear enough, | would like to comment on its application in the urban
as well as dirty windows and cracked mirrors. It goes on angnvironment. Many speakers deal with aspects of people
on. That does not worry me. As long as the trucks are safdiving in rural communities—and they are valid. As the owner
as long as the lights work and, most importantly, as long asf a 30 year old truck, | have to be careful to ensure that in
the brakes work. a rural setting I, too, comply with all the new obligations that
I will watch this bill with interest. | commend the member are likely to be imposed by this legislation. | want to explain
for Stuart and also the minister for listening to us. | hope thato the house that we have a very extensive network of freight
we get something out of this bill to make it sensible. | believetransport travelling through the metropolitan area of
we have gone over the top, and | am amazed that som&delaide. Portrush Road is no exception. Portrush Road,
members of the Labor Party have not said, ‘Hang on, this haghich is a No. 1 national road, is defined in general terms as
gone too far’ We have not heard a single word from thebeing a federal road. Itis one for which the South Australian
government, apart from the minister's second readingovernmenthas some responsibility and, at a much different
explanation, which is prepared by his officers. | thought thatevel, local government has to deal with its footpaths.
at least John Rau, the member for Enfield, would have had Some 2 000 heavy vehicles, most of which are carrying
something to say, or even the erstwhile member for Wedteight, travel along that road every day. There are semitrail-
Torrens; | know that he has a few truck mates out there. | arars, vans and trucks, many of which are in the heavy vehicle
sure that Ben Brown in Spalding would like to hear thecategory as defined in this proposed legislation. Some 2 000
outcome of all this. | await this bill with a great deal of of them a day roar through the suburbs of Tusmore, Linden
interest. | support the bill and, hopefully, some of ourPark, Toorak Gardens and Norwood. At a regular rate they
amendments will be successful. rip past five private and public schools and colleges, and
special schools. Those 2 000 vehicles a day go past areas
MsCHAPMAN (Deputy L eader of theOpposition): | where people are residing and shopping. Little old ladies are
will be the last speaker for the opposition making a secongvalking across the road. They can be a danger, not just if they
reading contribution in relation to this bill. | indicate that for are speeding but also if their freight is not properly loaded or
the benefit of other members who might be present. Théhey are overweight. We all know the outcomes as a result of
member for Waite and other members of parliament havéhat.
made significant contributions about the purpose of this bill.  This is very much an urban problem. In relation to the
The member for Waite and others have highlighted some afumber of heavy vehicles that travel through metropolitan
the inadequacies in relation to the machinery provisiong\delaide, one of the reasons we continue to have the high
proposed to be implemented as a result of this legislation.level of heavy vehicles travelling through residential suburbs
do not wish to traverse those provisions to any significanks because this government continues to refuse to upgrade and
degree, but | do note the purpose of this whole exercise ige-engineer the Britannia roundabout. | am very pleased the
designed to try to increase and improve the level of safety iMinister for Transport is hear to listen to this, because | want
the heavy vehicle industry. That is an admirable objectivehim to understand that, when the upgrade of Portrush Road
which I hope is achieved. was undertaken, it was very important in its considerations.
This bill has over 100 pages of amendments to provision8Vhen Portrush Road, which has this huge amount of
in relation to the imposition of what seems to be a verytransport, was upgraded there was the promise always that the
detailed level of obligation in relation to all conduct by Britannia roundabout would be fixed up; so that at least a
anyone who could possibly peripherally be involved with anynumber of those transports would be able to go around the
vehicle that could be carrying anything to which it may apply.Britannia roundabout, through a commercial area along Glen
For example, on page 27 of the bill we have almost half ®smond Road and out of the city.
page of description of a vehicle that is broken down. The We have an enormous amount of freight coming through
level of detail, which will apply ultimately if this bill is my electorate and along Portrush Road. A massive humber
passed, is quite extensive. | mention that because, recentby vehicles needs to travel along Grand Junction Road and
we heard about problems the South Australian police forceack through the city to the freeway. We are stuck with this
is having in being able to manage detailed legislation iruntil we have some relief, and the only relief on the hori-
relation to the collection and disposal of DNA material zon—which may need to come at another time from another
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government, because we have got absolutely zero so far oexecutive to find ways of making our regulatory branch more
of this government—is that it picks up the Britannia round-facilitative of business.
about. The reason for the importance of the Britannia Mr Pengilly: Good luck!
roundabout upgrade, which has been sought for so long and The Hon. P.F. CONLON: The honourable member says
which was promised by this government—which then pulledGood luck’, but | can tell him that | am committed to that
out and then thought that it would have another look at it, an@nd want it to occur, and we actually have some record
so forth—is that drivers cannot get their trucks round thealready in that regard. | was very disappointed in the
Britannia roundabout. | actually experienced this directly, notontribution of the member for Flinders, particularly in
long after | became the local member. reference to the National Transport Council’'s recommenda-
I was invited to meet with transport drivers at Regencytion on registration, because even a short inquiry would have
Park on a very important information day, to gain someled her to find a number of things. First, | actually sat in the
understanding of the heavy vehicle industry, so | got them té&Regional Development Board’s office, | think it was, in Port
put me in one of these semitrailers, drive down to thelincoln in her electorate and met, at their request, with two
Britannia roundabout and attempt to drive around it withoutepresentatives of the trucking industry (grain carters, from
breaking the law. | will not name the driver, but | am here tomemory) who put to me their serious concerns with the
say that he could not drive round the Britannia roundabout iproposals of the NTC.
a semitrailer without straddling the lanes. He had to move As a result of that discussion, for the first time | had the
into two lanes to be able to manoeuvre this vehicle around thBepartment of Transport meet with the industry and invite
roundabout. Of course, they cannot do it, so they keep rippingepresentatives of the trucking industry in general to come
through Portrush Road, and to enable that situation to band give us their views on matters coming up with the
remedied we must have some relief. National Transport Council. In fact, it was from that that we
We must have the Britannia roundabout re-engineered artthve now commenced regular meetings with the industry to
this issue resolved so that we can ensure all the safetyiscuss their views on transport and to learn from them. We
elements, as well as other issues that | do not need to traverBave to acknowledge that we can learn from the industry and
today as | have given other contributions on them. It is als@ven sometimes from Liberal members of the opposition. As
important that we deal with this issue of vehicle safety. Witha consequence of that, it was South Australia that urged the
those words, | indicate that the opposition is supporting th@ther states to reject the commonwealth’s proposed fuel
thrust of the bill. A significant number of amendments will excise increase and South Australia that first announced to
be put, and | hope that the Minister for Transport will gothe other states our decision to vote against the registration
away and consider my contribution as a weighty contributiorcharges and fuel excise.
that will inspire him to ring the Department of Transportto ~ We did that as a result of talking to the industry, and the
get on with those proposals that have been under considegentribution of the member for Flinders simply flies in the
ation for five years, and make sure that we have the Britannitace of history and fact and is particularly churlish. My own

roundabout fixed up with the passage of this bill. attitude to it is that we must have strong laws requiring safety
on heavy vehicles and those laws must be applied sensibly,
TheHon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Transport): |  but one of the things which | have said to the industry and

thank members of the opposition for their contributions, andvhich | put on the record here again is that not only is road
particularly the gymnastic effort of the last speaker to bringransport essential to what we do as a state—essential to our
the Britannia roundabout into the compliance and enforcerole as a exporter, why so many of our infrastructure projects
ment debate. If we had been in a court of law, | think that aralready delivered and to be delivered are about assisting the
objection on relevance might have been taken a little earliefreight industry—but the savings that freight makes are
although I understand the honourable member’s passion fgassed on to customers.
the subject. This is, of course, the result of a national The track record for road transport is that efficiencies that
agreement, a national approach. | would also put on recordave been made—and some of those changes have been
that | recognise that there are particular experiences amonfgscribed—are passed on to end users. That is a very good
members on the other side, particularly rural members, ithing and that is the reason why we should always be careful
regard to the carting of materials in heavy trucks, and kabout making sure that we do not make laws that adversely
recognise that we and the department are a long way fromffect road transport any more than is strictly necessary.
being the possessors of all wisdom on this matter. Having said that, this is a national agreement. It has been a

I would indicate just a couple of things. | point out that thelong time in the making. | am happy to have some consider-
most strident supporters of this bill have been the Soutlation of the amendments, but | would indicate that it is not
Australian Road Transport Association, which has beempen to the government to accept amendments that run
urging us before and since the election to proceed with it. [tontrary to the principles of the national approach. However,
is not, of course, the voice of all the trucking industry but itl will look at that.
is a very substantial representative body. Having said that, | Given the member for Stuart's enormous and incredibly
recognise the concerns of many of those opposite. | will bédong history in this place, in the industry and in life in
taking away both the amendments and the comments anggneral, it might also be worthwhile for me to invite the chief
asking our officers to tell us whether they fit, first, with our executive of the Department of Transport to talk to him about
obligations as a government under the national agreemesbme of the history and his views on enforcement. What |
and, secondly, whether they have merit in some other waywould say to the member for Stuart is that there is no way |

| do have some sympathy for the propositions put forwardcan adopt his overall approach, which is that everyone should
by the member for Stuart and the member for Schubert, ifeave them alone and have no regulation at all, but | think he
that all laws should be applied sensibly. One of the thingsnakes some good points about how sensibly you should
members will be pleased to know | have done since becomingpply laws, and it would be worthwhile for our people to
Minister for Transport is ask the previous and current chiefearn a little bit from the member for Stuart. | am happy to do
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that. | thank the opposition for indicating that they may
support some part of the bill and | will leave my remarks at
that.

Bill read a second time.

In committee.

Clause 1 passed.

Progress reported; committee to sit again.

ADJOURNMENT

At 5.56 p.m. the house adjourned until Wednesday
31 May at 2 p.m.



