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Mr Scalz interjecting:
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY The SPEAKER: Order, the member for Hartley! | am

told that the bells rang but, as members know, whenever the

Wednesday 25 May 2005 Legislative Council buzzer rings that results in a special

. situation and the intermittent ringing of our bells. The chair

2 Tr:eaigiA\a}ijRra(I;?g R.B. Such)took the chair at is mindful of the situation. | am assured that the bells are
p-m. prayers. working, but if members have any information to the contrary

YORKE PENINSULA, COMMUNITY LAND they should let the chair know immediately.

A petition signed by 564 residents of South Australia, The Hon. JI?A HILLI(Mi?igter for E”;]’ifol\qm?"t afnd h
requesting the house to urge the Minister for the Environmerﬁpnservat'on)' couple of days ago the Minister for the
to deny the application by the District Council of Yorke River Murray, the Minister for Administrative Services and
Peninsula for the revocation of community land status of Loijwere in the Constitution Room during debate. We did not

290. Hundred of Minlacowie. known as the HJ Cook Faund'€@r the bells ring. Fortunately, one of the staff had better
ParI,< was presented by the i—lon. 3.D. Hill. ears—she was younger than the three of us—and the lights

Petition received. were not flashing, so, obviously, there is a problem in the Old

Chamber.

DISABILITY SERVICES The SPEAKER If members become a.Ware of thatissue
at any time they should immediately notify the clerk or the

A petition signed by 580 residents of South Australia,chair.
requesting the house to urge the government to increase o
funding for disability services in South Australia to at least MS BEDFORD (Florey): The bells were not ringing in
the Australian national average expenditure and in particuldfe¢ Old Chamber just before question time. It is only my
to fully fund the Moving On Program to a five day full time meticulous attention to punctuality that ensured | was here in
service for all disabled people, was presented by Mrs Penfold€ chamber.

Petition received. Mr BRINDAL: | have a point of order, sir. How can this

house do its work if there is no guarantee that all of us can
TIME ZONE hear the division bells when we are required to attend the
chamber? The house becomes unworkable.

A petition signed by 102 residents of South Australia, The SPEAKER: The chair cannot give guarantees or
requesting the house to urge the government to move Soutbarranties, but we will ensure to the best of our ability that
Australia to true Central Standard Time of our correctthe bells are working.

Greenwich Mean Time of 135 degrees longitude being one

hour behind the eastern states and one hour ahead of Western PAPERS TABLED
Australia, was presented by Mrs Penfold.
Petition received. The following papers were laid on the table:
By the Treasurer (Hon. K.O. Foley)—
MARINE PROTECTION AREAS Police Commissioner, Performance Standards for the—

Pursuant to Section 13(5) of the Police Act 1998

A petition signed by 26 residents of South Australia, By the Minister for Health (Hon. L. Stevens)—

requesting the house to urge the government to withdraw pro- . ) )
posed marine protected areas from the Fleurieu Peninsula and SOCI'a' DeVE'OPme”tRcomm'ttee fpﬁsmM"’.‘t"?" De?reis_is'oi‘h
Kangaroo Island and consult with fishing, tourism and nquiry Report—Response of the Minister for Healt
boating groups before introducing new proposab' was By the Minister for Science and Information Economy

presented by the Hon. D.C. Brown. (Hon. K.A. Maywald)—
Petition received. Information Industries Development Centre Charter.
PARLIAMENT HOUSE, BELLS QUESTION TIME

Mr HANNA (Mitchell):  Mr Speaker, | draw your
attention to the fact that the bells are not ringing in Old MOTORCYCLE GANGS
zt?gi%rgﬁgé (:iqsL:)Srﬁé rTnheeii]brgfg_ have some impact on the The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): My

The SPEAKER: We had them checked in the short break,ques'[Ion IS to the_ P_remier._ .
but we will get them checked again. | am sure that in the Mr Koutsarttonis interjecting:
budget tomorrow there will be an enormous allocation for 1€ Hon. R.G. KERIN: Do you want another go?
parliament which will allow us to have the latest of every- ~Membersinterjecting:
thing! The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr BRINDAL: On a point of order, sir, yesterday |  The Hon. R.G. KERIN: Is the Premier aware that since
complained to the house, as did one of my colleagues—arifie introduction of his bikie fortification laws at least two
| note the complaints by the member for Mitchell today. Inbikie gang clubrooms have been established and a further one
the course of proceedings today, we may be required tapproved in three Adelaide suburbs?
exercise a vote, as is our right. | seek your assurance, sir, that The Hon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | am very pleased to
the bells are working in all places in this building where theyannounce to the house today—
are supposed to work. An honourable member interjecting:
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The Hon. M.D. RANN: Oh, you do not want to hear. Do The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Mr Speaker, this house has
you want me to sit down? These are the results of Operatioaright to expect the standing orders to be upheld. It expects
Avatar: the total for Avatar MCG (motorcycle gang) section,that of the Premier, and it is your role, Mr Speaker, to do so.
264 arrests, involving— The SPEAKER: The deputy leader will resume his seat.

Mr BROKENSHIRE: | have a point of order, sir. My In answering a question there is some latitude. It is not a total
point of order is around the fact that the Premier nevestraitjacket. The Premier should focus on the substance of the

answers a question. The question was specific— guestion, but he does have some discretion in terms of the
Members interjecting: topic.
The SPEAKER: Order! The house will come to order. The Hon. M.D. RANN: | continue: firearms seized, 293;
Mr Brokenshire interjecting: premises searched in the last year alone, 318; cannabis plants

The SPEAKER: The member for Mawson is on danger- seized, 2 668; cannabis seized, 558 kilograms—
ous ground. The Premier has only just got to his feet, so we The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Newland has a
do not know what he will say. point of order.

The Hon. M.D. RANN: | would think that, if members Mr WILLIAMS:  Sir—
were serious about what was happening in terms of the battle The SPEAKER: Order! | do not believe that the member
going on against outlaw motorcycle gangs, they would wanfor Newland’s area covers the South-East. The member for
to know what the reports are from the police—but you don’'tNewland.
want it because it doesn’t suit you! And, it does not suityou The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: No-one doubts the merits of
because, in government, you were so soft on law and order-Avatar. We are quite aware of the statistics.

Mr Brokenshire interjecting: The SPEAKER: What is the point of order?

The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier will resume hisseat.  The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: The point of order is standing
I name the member for Mawson for defying the chairorder 98. There is absolutely no relevance in anything that the
repeatedly. Does the honourable member wish to explain? Heremier has said that relates to the substance of the question
had better have a good explanation. on properties.

Mr BROKENSHIRE: The explanation probablywillnot ~ The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member has
be satisfactory for you, sir. | do apologise to you, sir, but wemade her point. The chair has indicated that, in answering a
are continually heckled by members on the other side anguestion, there is some scope, as long as the Premier does not
misrepresented day in and day out. | apologise, sir. wander too far from the central topic.

The SPEAKER: The member for Mawson will not get The Hon. M.D. RANN: They say that they know the
another chance. | warned him before. He is on risky groundstatistics. | do not know how they can, because this was sent
His apology is accepted this time; but, next time, he hado my office today: ecstasy seized, 8 894 tablets; fantasy
better watch out. The Premier. seized, 107 litres—

The Hon. M.D. RANN: Thank you, sir. | will read— Mr WILLIAMS: | rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker.

Mr BRINDAL: | rise on a point of order, sir. Standing The Premier knows that, if he so desires, he has the oppor-
order 98 requires the minister to address the substance of thgnity in the house to make a ministerial statement. He said
question. The substance of the question was the demolitiafat the house needs to know this information. He could have

of the fortresses. _ _ made a ministerial statement. My point of order is that
The SPEAKER: The points of order that are being taken standing order 98 states:

are coming into the category of being disruptive. The purposg, gebate allowed
of a point of order is not to disrupt the flow of the parliament: | answering such a question, a minister or other member replies
they must have a genuine substance. The Premier has onbythe substance of the question and may not debate the matter to
just started to answer the question. The Premier. which the question refers.

The Hon. M.D. RANN: Thank you, sir. These are the = The SPEAKER: The Premier should be focusing now on
figures from Operation Avatar. Instead of a Liberal spin, thishe specifics.
is action and substance; so, here we go. There were 264 The Hon. M.D. RANN: | now refer to the issue of bikie
arrests involving motorcycle gangs; arrests for non-motorfortresses. Now be very quiet, because this is something that
cycle gangs under Avatar, 238; people reported (motorcyclmembers opposite want to hear. One government had the guts
gangs), 210; people reported (non-motorcycle gangs) 39@ pass the legislation to allow the Police Commissioner to
expiation notices (motorcycle gangs), 490; expiationintervene. And let me tell you one story, and that is about the
notices— Rebels—the proposed Rebels’ clubroom on the corner of

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: I rise on a point of order, sir. Chief Street and Second Street, Brompton. The Liberal
The question was quite specific about closing down clubgovernment would have allowed it to be built—a huge
rooms and properties. All we are getting from the Premier igortified premises for the manufacture of drugs. The Liberal
figures about arrests of people. That is not clubrooms angovernment was prepared to allow that bikie fortress to go
properties. | therefore make the point that, clearly, theahead. We stopped it from being built. They would have
Premier is debating the issue, and not even debating thallowed the Rebels to go ahead with their bikie fortresses. We
actual question. had the guts to stop them.

The SPEAKER: A point of order is not an opportunity Members interjecting:
to give a lengthy statement. The Premier should answer the The SPEAKER: The house will come to order!
question. The Hon. WA. Matthew interjecting:

The Hon. M.D. RANN: The house has a right to know The SPEAKER: The member for Bright will have a
what is happening in terms of the battle with motorcyclechance to inspect some fortresses shortly.
gangs, because—

Members interjecting: Mr BRINDAL (Unley): | have a supplementary question,

The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier will resume his seat. sir.



Wednesday 25 May 2005 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 2681

Members interjecting: an e-marketing game. You could log on to a cattle drive game
The SPEAKER: No, the house will come to order first. on the web and experience the trip on the web going from
The chair will not entertain any member’s request until theAdelaide to the Outback. The game has been emailed and
house comes to order. attracted 100 000 participants from the UK and increased our
Mr BRINDAL: My supplementary question is to the awareness in that market.
Premier. Is the Premier telling this house that each of the We are also particularly pleased to have won a campaign
268 cannabis plants seized, the 107 litres of Fantasy and ovepportunity through attracting Corroboree UK, which was
8 000 Ecstasy tablets were all directly related to bikies andne of the major UK overseas familiarisation events in
bikie gangs; and is the Premier aware of police report#ustralia, and that will happen in November 2005, with over
suggesting that bikie gangs manufacture their drugs 200 agents coming to South Australia specifically, when they
suburban houses, not in fortified premises? will experience some of the opportunities for tourism here.
The Hon. M.D. RANN: The law which passed this We have increased the numbers of familiarisations by around
parliament, which apparently members opposite either did nd&0 per cent over the previous year; our New Zealand brand
support or did not know what was going on, empowers th@wareness campaign has had extraordinarily positive results;
Police Commissioner to intervene. The fact is that we as and we aim to increase by 20 per cent a year—
government intervened by using planning powers to stop the Ms Chapman interjecting:
Rebels from building their fortified premises, which the  The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: | know that the
Liberals would have allowed them to build in Brompton, andmember for Bragg wants to heckle, but we welcome New
that is the difference—because we are prepared to take thinggaland tourists to this state, and | am appalled that she
on. We have changed the law across the board and now weould denigrate one of our most important markets by
have another law before them. Breaking news—we have gabicing such scandalous comments about New Zealand
crowd controller— tourists. She might like to know that New Zealand is the
Members interjecting: premiere origin of visitors to Australia, but we get only fourth
The Hon. M.D. RANN: We want members opposite to and fifth rating with them because they cannot get here until
support our crowd controller legislation, which will judge we introduce direct flights from Auckland.
people’s licences to be bouncers and crowd controllers by the An honourable member interjecting:
company they keep, as well as their criminal offences. My The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: Absolutely. And we
message to the Liberals is this: you might have allowed thaim to get a 20 per cent increase in tourists each year because
Rebels to build their bikie fortress—we stopped it in itsthis is a key market, even though the member for Bragg

tracks. knows nothing about tourism. The state government is really
Members interjecting: committed to innovative marketing, partnerships and making
The SPEAKER: The house will come to order! sure that we increase our visitation.
Mr Brindal interjecting:
The SPEAKER: The member for Unley often refers to DEMERIT POINTS
points of order, but he must abide by the standing orders, and L
not be selective. Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): My question is to the
Minister for Transport. Given the RAA's concerns about the
INTERNATIONAL VISITORS government’s proposed double demerit point legislation, will

the minister now table the documents outlining the Road

Ms CICCARELLO (Norwood): My question is to the Safety Advisory Council's recommendations to the parlia-
Minister for Tourism. What innovative strategies has the statenent? In a media release today, the RAA said it was review-
government put in place to attract international visitors froming its support for double demerit points.
the UK and New Zealand to South Australia? The Hon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Transport): |

The Hon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Tour- am more than happy to say that | think the position of the
ism): | thank the member for Norwood for her question, RAA on double demerit points is absolutely pathetic. They
because she realises that both the UK and New Zealand gtest have a lot of trouble being happy about anything. They
very key markets for tourism to South Australia, but particu-supported it last week but are not sure this week. | am very
larly in the case of New Zealand, one market in which wehappy for the member for Mawson—
have underperformed for many years because of the lack of An honourable member interjecting:
air access and ease of getting here. We have been particularly The Hon. P.F. CONLON: Come on, why don’t you mob
pleased that, in the past year, we have had a 13 per cejuist behave for once in your lives? You are so rude. | spend
increase in visitor numbers from the UK. We think that thisweeks and weeks turning over a new leaf but they still will
is very much related to our increased campaigning. Imot let me be heard unless | yell; members opposite are so
particular, we have formed relationships with the non-eastude. The member for Mawson has an opportunity this
coast states such as the Northern Territory and parts @ffternoon to tell us whether he lines up with the RAA or
western Victoria under the banner of ‘Discover the other Oz’whether he lines up with Superintendent Graeme Barton and
which is to attract tourists who might otherwise go to theSir Eric Neal on double demerit points. There is a bill in the
gateways on the east coast. house this afternoon about it. If he agrees with the RAA, he

The result has been that there have been four weeks ofin oppose the bill. If he agrees with Sir Eric Neal and
television advertising in the UK during February 2005, andSuperintendent Graeme Barton, he can support the
a direct mail-out to 10 000 repeat travellers. One of thegovernment.
interesting areas we have worked with is using marketing | can tell members that | support the double demerit
campaigns through Selfridges and MasterCard, which haveoints. We have been asked by the police after two dreadful
had particular campaigns, as well as one campaign wieng weekends to do it. Sir Eric Neal supports it. | am not
marketed solely through our Outback Cattle Drive, which wagoing to sit through—
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Members interjecting: The Hon. L. STEVENS: Thank you, sir. The program is
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: You can oppose it if you want conducted at both the Women’s and Children’s Hospital and
to do so this afternoon, but | am not going to sit throughFlinders Medical Centre. The additional funding will employ
another long weekend after being asked twice by théwo part-time nurses to continue the screening of both
Superintendent. | am hoping the Superintendent can be hepgegnant and postnatal women, and to work with their
this afternoon to provide information, and then the oppositiorpartners. This program was an initiative of beyondblue, the
can decide whom it will support—the RAA (which has a national depression initiative, and has been running in South
different position from one week to the next, complains aboufustralia for four years. It has screened 3 500 antenatal and
everything and is, | think, behaving absolutely pathetically3 000 postnatal women, and has provided education to around
at present) or Sir Eric Neal and Superintendent Graem@00 health professionals on how to deal with the depression
Barton. And, yes, the opposition can have it on the record: that occurs around the time of childbirth, which we all know
think the RAAs position on double demerit points is is a critical time for women and their families. Between 11
absolutely pathetic. and 12 per cent of these women have been identified as at risk
of experiencing depression, a figure in line with the inter-
Mr BROKENSHIRE: | have a supplementary question, national incidence of the illness. Once identified as being at
sir. risk of suffering antenatal or postnatal depression, the woman
The SPEAKER: Order! Before | call the member for and her GP are alerted so that appropriate care can be
Mawson, can | remind members that the chair calls memberarranged.
It is not Jack-in-the box where you just pop up, spring- The program also identifies partners to participate in
loaded. You get the call. The member for Mawson. support groups. This is to help them to better understand
Mr BROKENSHIRE: Thankyou, sir. Given the refusal postnatal depression, and to recognise anything that they are
of the minister to table the document, my supplementaryioing which might be counterproductive. We then advise
question is: can the minister confirm whether the Road Safeffhem about some ways to help in their partner’s recovery.
Advisory Council set up by the Rann government erred on th@lthough it is often difficult to get men to come along to
side of caution or recommended against double demerihese sorts of support groups, those who have attended say
points? that it is the best thing they have done. Research shows that
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: | actually told this fellow this  severe depression around the time of childbirth can have a
yesterday, which is why I did not think | would have to tell devastating long-term effect on the mother, her baby and their
him today. | do not have the document: | will see what is inrelationships with others. That is why screening and detection
the office. But | will tell him this. of depression during and after pregnancy is so important, and
Members interjecting: that is why this government has extended funding for this
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: Let me tell the opposition this: program, which provides support to families at such a critical
I do not care what the document said, and | will tell membersime.
why. They have an opportunity. | will tell you what you can

do, you weak little pile of jello. What you can do is support— POLICE, TRAFFIC PATROLS
Mr HANNA: On a point of order: that is no way for the
minister to address you, sir. The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): My
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: Sorry, sir. The honourable pile guestion is to the Minister for Transport. What traffic patrols
of jello. will be delivered over the next four years by the $1.54 million
The SPEAKER: Order! police program to target speeding in country South Australia,
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: Sorry, sir. as announced in yesterday's ministerial statement and
The SPEAKER: | did not hear the term used because thed€scribed as a rural road saturation program, and how much
minister— of it will be available in 2005-06?
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: Let me tell you what | The Hon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Transport): In
understand— fact, it is operating as we speak because—

The SPEAKER: Order! The minister will resume his seat ~An honourable member interjecting:
before he gets too excited. The chair did not hear the word The Hon. P.F. CONLON: Well, itis not—what they do
used because the minister was addressing the gallery, not tRgt understand is that he has not been the premier for some

chair, which he is supposed to do. time, and never will be again if what we read in the paper is
any indication. The truth is that in addition to the $1.5 million
ANTENATAL AND POSTNATAL DEPRESSION new money | have transferred some money from transport to
SCREENING allow this to occur, and there is additional money from

transport over the next few years to do—let me explain what
Ms BEDFORD (Florey): My question is to the Minister we are doing—exactly what Sir Eric Neal asked me to do at
for Health. What is the government doing to identify anda meeting with him a few weeks ago. He said, ‘Can we do
support women with antenatal and postnatal depression? this?’ He also asked the police minister, | think through John
The Hon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): 1thank  White, who is also on the Road Safety Council. As a
the member for Florey for this important question. The stateonsequence of that, we were able to find the money that we
government is providing $86 000 to extend for two years avere told by the police was necessary to do the saturation
program which screens women for antenatal and postnatpblicing on our country roads, on long weekends and on
depression. The South Australian Antenatal and Postnataliblic holidays.

Depression Screening Program is conducted at both— The double demerit bill, which will be introduced in the
Members interjecting: house this afternoon, fits neatly in with that strategy because,
The SPEAKER: Order! It is impossible to hear the as|understand the view of the Road Safety Council—and the

minister. RAA seems somewhat confused on it—it is that double
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demerit points will work if you do a couple of things: do satu- legal services used by WorkCover? One legal firm has
ration policing with them, which is what this is about, and dorecently been appointed the sole legal practitioners for
advertising, which we have committed to. We have also proworkCover after a closed tender process that did not allow
vided a lot of extra resources for the police. In fact, for speeall legal firms to apply.
detection on country roads | think, from my memory, there  The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Industrial
is some $3 million worth of extra speed detection for thoseRelations): As the leader would be well aware, the new
people, as well as a bill that introduces the capacity for all ofNorkCover board has undertaken a range of responsibilities,
those police vehicles that are now by law allowed to randomnotwithstanding trying to get the business into the order as a
ly test— result of the mess left by the previous Liberal government.
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: Test randomly. This government has complete confidence in the way this
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: To test randomly. | should board is going about its business. One of the areas about
apologise to my grammarian friend. That is the purpose of thevhich the board obviously has concerns has been the legal
money. It is more than just that $1.5 million, because itprofession. The board has undertaken a commercial decision
includes the use of transport money, because we see it as alsonake sure that it gets the cost of the legal profession under
a transport responsibility. Where they do the patrols and howontrol. We support the position of the WorkCover board.
they do them, | would have thought that, after all these years,
you would understand that it is something that the Police The Hon. R.G. KERIN: As a supplementary question,

Commissioner will decide. given the fact that the minister has in this house supported the
decision of the WorkCover board, has he written a letter to
CARERS, ASSISTANCE the board complaining about that decision?

The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT: No, | have not.
Mr SNELLING (Playford): My question is to the Mini-

ster for Families and Communities. What is the state govern- PARLIAMENT HOUSE, BELLS
ment doing to provide assistance to carers in South Australia?
The Hon. J.W. WEATHERILL (Minister for Families Mr BRINDAL (Unley): | rise on a matter of privilege.

and Communities): It was with great pleasure that | was able | have just received, as | am sure all members have, an email
to inform a group of carers at the Carers Association lasirom the senior building attendant advising us that neither the
week, at a function to honour Marjorie Smith who had rec-division bells nor lights are working in Old Parliament
eived a Medal of the Order of Australia on the recent AustHouse. | ask you, Mr Speaker, therefore, in the light of that,
ralia Day Honours list, of a $188 000 one-off special grant fowhat provisions will be made this afternoon, should a
the association to use the various programs in relation tdivision be required, for members of the committee and
carers and their concerns. The Carers Association of Southinisters to attend this chamber, as is their right?
Australia has worked with other organisations since 1994to The SPEAKER: Order! It is not a matter of privilege: it
coordinate and deliver information, support and training tds a matter that we are having checked. The technician will
carers on the management, conditions and illnesses, and algweck the matter, but it is not a matter of privilege and people
to ensure the health and well-being of carers. should not seek to embrace a privilege issue for something
We know that, sadly, many carers sacrifice their owrthat is really an administrative matter for the parliament.
health and well-being in the quest for caring for a loved
family member. The particular funding will be used on three RECREATION AND SPORT FACILITIES
specific projects: $100 000 is for carer retreat programs, _ o o
providing carers with much-needed respite; the second is MS BREUER (Giles): My question is to the Minister for
$76 000 for 12 education forums for older carers of peopldiecreation and Sport. What is the government doing to assist
with a disability; and also $12 000 for a Carers’ WeekSporting communities to improve their access to recreation
conference which will be held later in the year. and sporting facilities? o _
The government continues to recognise the very crucial The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Recreation,
role that carers play in our community. We are putting theSPort and Racing): The government is committed to
finishing touches on our carers’ policy, and we will soonincreasing the level of physical activity in South Australia to
bring to the parliament a carers’ recognition act. This build@bove the national average by 2014. It is ambitious but
on top of the $12 million state-federal program for respite forachievable. A key part of our strategy is to ensure that we
older carers which we announced late last year. We know th&@Ve the right foundations in place, and a major part of that
the majority of adults who live with a disability at home are involves recreation and sporting facilities. The government
living with carers. They play an important role in the iS committed to assisting South Australian sporting and
community, and we must make sure that not only do weecreation organisations to provide quality facilities for their
recognise their massive contribution to society but that w€ommunities. To help deliver this outcome, support must be
realise that they are a crucial part of the service delivery tearflirected towards the provision of facilities that provide a
for these people. For too long they have been regarded as s for all members of a community to be active and to
ancillary and unimportant part of the service network. WeParticipate.
want to elevate their status. The carers act will do that, and The government has committed an additional $2 million
this money will go some way in assisting their great work. specifically for community organisations to provide recrea-
tion and sporting facilities in addition to the Community
WORKCOVER LEGAL SERVICE Recreation and Sport Facilities Grants program announced
in April, which provided approximately $1.5 million in
The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): My  funding. These additional grants have been offered to
question is to the Minister for Industrial Relations. Why wasorganisations throughout the state and include $300 000 to
a closed tender process used to tender for the very significatite town of Gawler to upgrade and extend the Gawler sport
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and community centre; over $150 000 to upgrade the courdeark, which is a breeding ground for one of the world’s most
irrigation system at The Vines Golf Club at Reynella; andsignificant Australian sea lion colonies. It is also along the
$100 000 to the Berri Barmera Council to construct a youthmigration route of southern right whales and blue whales.
recreational area, which includes a skatepark and meeting In response to a question on notice last year, the Minister
area. for Environment stated that the government of South
The sum of $50 000 has been allocated to the Roxbyustralia is committed to the establishment of the South
Downs bowling club to upgrade a synthetic bowling surface Australian representative system of marine protected areas to
The Happy Valley club has been offered $60 000 to instalprotect and conserve areas of ecological significance.
new floodlighting, which increases the amount of time the  The Hon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and
facility is used by its members. Mount Gambier High SchoolConservation): | thank the member for his question. In fact,
has been offered over $70 000 to construct an all-weatheje asked a question about why the department of primary
community athletics training and competition facility which, industries made a particular decision. | am not responsible for
I am advised, will become a focus for athletics in Mountthe department. | am always happy to have a go if my
Gambier. Some of the other initiatives include an offer to theministerial colleague would like my assistance, but he is
Trinity Gardens Soldiers Memorial Tennis Club of $89 000doing an admirable job without me.

to r(_asurface courts, i_nstall floodlighting, upgrade draina_ge, In relation to the marine protected areas, it is the govern-
paving and landscaping; an offer of $70 000 to the Adelaidg,ent's commitment to establish 19 marine protected areas
Q|ty Council to install roodhghtlng.a}r)d establish five soccer 5¢r0ss the state, and we will work with interested groups and
pitches and upgrade athletics facilities; and an offer of oveyaious representative groups in that process as we roll it out.
$40 000 to the Wilmington tennis club to resurface four|py the trial marine protected area in the Encounter Bay region
tennis courts. _ there is one aquaculture site, and that would be allowed to
) | W0u|d ||ke to thank the memberfor Stuart fOI’ reCOgr“S' Continue under the plan being proposed_ | cannot answer
ing the government's good work on these grants whemyhoyt the ones to which the member has referred because we
commenting on the projects that have been offered in higave not got that far through the marine protected area
electorate. | think two have been offered in Stuart. | amyjanning process, but we will look at them as we proceed. |
advised that the next round of the Community Recreation angl|| happily refer his general question about why the decision
Sports Facilities Grants program will be called in August, andyas made to my colleague, who might like to answer it.

I recommend that all members alert their electorates to be

ready to apply for grants. Members will also be aware that | WORKCOVER LEGAL SERVICE

have announced the most recent round of recipients for the

Active Club program, which provides the capacity for annual  The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): My

grants of $50 000 per electorate per year. | would like tqquestion is to the Minister for Industrial Relations. Did

remind members that the next round of the Active ClubworkCover obtain legal advice from the Crown Solicitor

program opened on 30 April and closes on 10 June. before appointing one legal firm as the sole legal practitioner
The success of the government's Move It: Makingfor WorkCover? The Treasurer's instructions require public

Communities Active Program has also been a great succesgiuthorities to seek the advice of the Crown Solicitor before

Community organisations across the state received fundingngaging a legal practitioner other than the Crown Solicitor.

in the order of $750 000 in the inaugural 2004 round of Move  The Hon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Industrial

It. | have just signed off on further grants for this programRelations): | will check that information and get back to the

which will also make a major contribution to increasing |eader. | am not sure that what has been put forward by the

physical activity in South Australia. | am pleased to reportieader is accurate, but | will certainly undertake to raise it
that | have announced in the past two months over $4.5 milyith the chair of the WorkCover board.

lion of grants funding directed to grassroots community

organisations, distributed right throughout South Australia. SAND LOSS

The government is committed to delivering higher levels of

physical activity for South Australians. We have done agreat Mr KOUTSANTONIS (West Torrens): Will the

deal to deliver on this commitment, but there is more to doMinister for Environment and Conservation advise the house

We will continue to deliver positive initiatives for the benefit of any new initiatives to prevent sand loss along Adelaide’s
of all South Australians. metropolitan coastlines?

The SPEAKER: | draw the minister’s attention to the The Hon. R.G. Kerin interjecting:
opportunity to use a ministerial statement if he is to give alot 1o SPEAKER: Ifthe Leader wants a chat he should go
of detail outside. '

AQUACULTURE DEVELOPMENT The an. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and .
Conservation): | am glad the member for Davenport is

Mr HANNA (Mitchell): My question is to the Minister identifying this important government initiative. The

for Environment and Conservation. Why did Primarygovernment has invested—

Industry and Resources SA approve aquaculture licences for An honourable member interjecting:

aquaculture development near Elliston, despite the area’s The Hon. J.D. HILL: And you want to slow them down.

identification as a potential marine protected area in the Soutfour position is, ‘Slow it down.’ This is an opposition which

Australian State Strategic Plan and nomination under théalks tough but which never wants to put anything into

Wilderness Protection Act? PIRSA has approved aquacultugractice. It just likes to talk about it.

licences for large-scale aquaculture development at Anxious The SPEAKER: Order! The minister is debating the

Bay and Denial Bay on the Eyre Peninsula. This area is lesguestion. The Minister will not debate the question, and the

than 2 kilometres from West Waldegrave Island Conservatiomember for Davenport will not provoke.
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The Hon. J.D. HILL: | apologise, Mr Speaker, | should in this house heard Dr Phillips talking about his desire to
not have been tempted by the comment from the membeeturn to his first love, namely, his clinical practice. | put on
opposite. | was telling the house that the government hathe record today in this house the government’s appreciation
invested $1.3 million to protect Semaphore Park beach, whicfor Dr Phillips’s commitment and effort during the time he
is one of Adelaide’s most sensitive beaches. The Semaphohas been with us in South Australia.
breakwater is trapping drifting sand to restore the threatened That aside, | would like to say to the house that the
beach one kilometre to the south. The Semaphore Park beagbvernment has moved quickly to fill that position. This is
has been at the mercy of the elements over the past 20 yearsally a baton change. Dr John Brayley (currently the Deputy
The dunes, as members would know, have become erodedanager, Flinders Medical Centre) will move immediately
housing backing onto the dunes has been threatened and there the position and hold that position in an acting capacity
have been times when the beach has been completely strippledd 12 months while the long-term arrangements are made.
of sand. The new breakwater trial is an initiative to save théhis government has a clear commitment to mental health
beach in a sustainable way. It is part of the Coast Protectioservices. We know that there is a big job to do. Every
Board's overall strategy for restoring the beach, and it hasnember in this house knows that there is a big job to do, and
been implemented by the Department for Environment andvery member in this house knows why there is a big job to
Heritage, in consultation with the cities of Charles Sturt andlo.

Port Adelaide Enfield; and | have to say the local community. It is something that has been building for probably eight
It has been an issue of contention in that community, but ito 10 years; and, of course, we all know that the deputy leader
seems now that the breakwater is in place that tension hamd a major role to play in terms of why we are in this
settled. position. However, that being said, the government has

The temporary 200 metre long breakwater is builtalready increased recurrent funding to mental health by
200 metres offshore at Point Malcolm, and is made of sand$20 million a year. We have already committed to a mental
filled geotextile tubes. Up to 40 000 cubic metres of sand wilhealth capital works program which will see new facilities
be moved from the breakwater to build up Semaphore Parbuilt all over the metropolitan area, plus new mental health
beach within the next couple of months. The breakwater is facilities in a range of country areas, and that commitment
temporary structure that will be trialled over the next threefrom the government will continue.
years. In fact, the officers will test the profile of it in that
time, but, if it proves to be successful, it will be made EMPLOYMENT, TRAINING
permanent and rocks will be placed over the geotextile
material. That will provide ongoing protection to the coast. The SPEAKER: | call the member for Napier.
Breakwaters already exist at Glenelg and Beachport. Mr Venning: How are my letters going, Michael?

Recently, | had the opportunity to inspect it, and it was _ o
clear that the sand had started being trapped there—and itis Mr O'BRIEN (Napier): I'm still signing them. You are
providing protection for the beach. That sand will provide ahyperactive. My question is to the Minister for Employment,
source for sand to be placed on the beaches further southTfaining and Further Education. What initiatives are being
am very confident that this will work. This is a real break-implemented to provide training for unemployed people in
through in terms of sand management a|ong South Ausfhe northern suburbs to assist them in Obtalnlng employment?

ralia’s, particularly Adelaide’s, beaches. The Hon. SW. KEY (Minister for Employment,
Training and Further Education): | would like to thank the
PHILLIPS, Dr J. member for Napier for his question. We should all acknow-

ledge that he has been very busy—particularly recently—
The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Leader of the |ooking at training and making sure that there is a proper
Opposition): Will the Minister for Health admit that due to  program in Adelaide’s northern suburbs. He has been
lack of funding for mental health we have lost a veryworking very closely with the member for Wright and the
competent Director of Mental Health in Dr Jonathon Phillips?other members in the area. | would like to compliment the
Mental Health Coalition figures show that South Australiahonourable member because, certainly, it is very important
has the lowest per capita funding for mental health of anyhat we have local members working together to make sure
state or territory in Australia—and the Liberal governmentthat we assist people in getting jobs, particularly in the
was the third to highest, according to the Mental Healthautomotive area, which is very important to South Australia.
Coalition. The Executive Director of SANE Australia,  Tenders are now being called for the Automotive Work
Ms Barbara Hocking, has described the resignation oReady Training Project, which is funded by the government's

Dr Phillips as ‘a big loss’. She said: South Australian Works Program through the Office for the
~ Itdoes reflect the frustration that he must have been experiencinyorth, and also in collaboration with industry. | am very
in trying to run a decent system without decent funding. pleased to talk about this project, because it provides training

The state President of the Australian Medical Associationskills for 60 unemployed local people. Also, it is a South
Dr Christopher Cain, has described mental health as being #ustralian Works project. It will increase employment
‘a critical state’ with a shortage of funds. opportunities. It is expected that 90 per cent of the partici-
The Hon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): It is  pants will gain work and jobs shortly after completing their
amazing that the deputy leader can stand in this house witiaining.
a straight face and talk about his efforts in mental health Members interjecting:
funding. As my colleagues are saying, there is nothing The Hon. S.W. KEY: Perhaps if the people interjecting
straight about him. In relation to the issue of the resignatiottisten they will hear the answer to their interjections. | have
of Dr Jonathon Phillips, | would think that the deputy leaderalready said that it is a South Australian Works project. There
heard Dr Phillips himself speaking about this at length orwill be an emphasis on targeting young unemployed people;
radio last week; and | imagine that most, if not all, membersand, although the member for Mawson may not be interested
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in this, we think that it is particularly important that we do  The Hon. PF. Conlon interjecting:

target job programs for young unemployed people and The SPEAKER: The Minister for Transport will come

mature-aged people who need retraining to make sure that we order!

equip them to return to the work force, and also that we The Hon. L. STEVENS: | think it is time for the new

ensure that our indigenous people have an opportunity to isroom to continue the improvements that have been occurring

retrained. under the current government. In relation to cancer treatment,
| say for the fourth time that this project is part of the the government has undertaken a whole range of improve-

South Australian Works initiative, which was established toments in relation to cancer treatment and, in particular, is

target unemployed people, give them access to skill formatioworking through the clinical senate with the Cancer Council

initiatives and to provide opportunities in key growth areasdeveloping a new cancer plan, but | will bring back a report

Graduates from the project will help address the demand fao the house on that matter.

skilled workers in the new Edinburgh Parks development at

Salisbury. It will also be working in combination with Holden VICTIMS OF CRIME

Limited. It is anticipated that it will create 1 000 jobs. Even )

if the member for Mawson is not interested in this, | am sure  Mr RAU (Enfield): Will the Attorney-General inform the

that the 1 000 people who will get new jobs will be pretty house what the government is doing to improve the lot of

pleased about it. victims of crime where the offending against them occurs in

Mr Brokenshire interjecting: the workplace?

The Hon. S.W. KEY: We are also working in the south, ~ The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON  (Attorney-General):
member for Mawson and, if you paid more attention, youVictims of crime legislation has long contemplated that a
would know that. The Automotive Work Ready Training Victim of crime can brllng a compensation claim for his or h_er
Project will draw its participants from Salisbury, Playford andinjuries, even if the victim has received other compensation
Gawler council districts. | am sure the member for Light isfor the same wrong, for instance, worker's compensation or
interested in this information because, as | said, members i Payment from the offender. This remains so under the
the north have been working to try to ensure that we do hav¥ictims of Crime Act. If a judgment is entered under the
proper job training and retraining projects in their area. Whilevictims of Crime Act, the award can, at the Attorney-
the member for Mawson might want to be parochial, othefseneral’s discretion, be reduced so that the victim is compen-
members actually understand what is going on and aréated only to the extent that the other payments do not
participating in these projects. adequately_ cover th.elloss..The reason for this is to avoid

The other thing which is particularly important about this CoOmpensating the victim twice for the same loss.
employment project is that there are also work experience There has been a longstanding difference of view between
placements—it is not just looking at training or retraining—the Crown and some lawyers representing victims of crime
and the participants will be supported for the first threeabout how the Victims of Crime Act applies in cases where
months after leaving the program. We hope this will ensuréhe crime occurs in the course of the victim's employment
that they end up with a job or even a career in this industryand causes a mental injury. In such cases the victim will
The project will conclude in mid-December with a graduationreceive WorkCover payments. If there is a permanent
ceremony, with graduates ready to start work in the new yedhysical disability, the payments will include a section 43
of 2006. | know that certainly members in the north, andump sum payment for non-economic loss, but under the
perhaps some more enlightened members of this house, mggjevant worker's compensation legislation that sum cannot
understand why job programs and skill matching is sdnclude a component for mental harm. The victim can also

important. claim compensation under the Victims of Crime Act. Under
that act, payments can be made for non-economic loss such
HOSPITALS, FLINDERS MEDICAL CENTRE as pain and suffering arising from a mental injury.

It has been the practice under my predecessors, in
The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Leader of the particular the Hon. K.T. Griffin, that if the WorkCover
Opposition): My question is to the Minister for Health. Why section 43 payment was greater than the total award likely
are public patients who have had cancers removed at thender the Victims of Crime Act for non-economic loss the
Flinders Medical Centre then faced with having to payvictim would not receive compensation for non-economic
Medicare gaps of several hundred dollars for essentidbss under the Victims of Crime Act, and there is a series of
radiotherapy services and treatment, when the same patienigses about that. Members will know, because they have
at the Royal Adelaide Hospital receive free radiotherapywritten on behalf of their constituents, and the Hon. K.T.
treatment? The radiotherapy services at the Flinders Medic@&riffin said no.
Centre are provided by a private provider and patients are | have now formed the view that, regardless of the amount
forced to pay the gap, which could be hundreds and, in somgf the section 43 lump sum payment, it cannot be said that the
cases, up to thousands of dollars. | have had such a patieyittim has received adequate compensation for the non-
contact me in the last week. The same radiotherapy servicegonomic loss caused by the mental injury because the
at the Royal Adelaide Hospital are provided by publicworkCover section 43 lump sum payment, however great, is
facilities and no charge whatsoever is made. compensating for the physical injury, not the mental injury,
The Hon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): | will and the member for Heysen grasps the pointimmediately. In
look into the details of that issue and bring back an answemy view, there is a case for a separate payment of victims’
to the house. compensation for the mental injury. | hasten to point out that
The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting: both approaches are lawful and that the Victims of Crime Act
The Hon. L. STEVENS: No, | certainly would not. I 2001 does not favour either. How the law is generally
think the South Australian health system has suffered enougddministered is a policy decision for the Attorney-General of
under the so-called leadership of the deputy leader. the day. | have decided—
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Mrs Redmond interjecting: at certain areas of country South Australia where births are
The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: No, it is a discretion of the increasing, and we need to look at mechanisms to enhance
Attorney-General and it is unreviewable. The member fothose services. One of those areas is Roxby Downs, where
Heysen should read the act. | have decided, consistent withith the expansion of the mine there will be a—
my pledge to strengthen victims’ rights to compensation, that The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting:
I will from now on accept as a guiding principle that, as The SPEAKER: Order! The member is out of order. He
victims cannot be compensated for mental injury undehas been in here a long time and he knows the rules.
WorkCover legislation, it is proper that | should accept their The Hon. P.F. Conlon:He should retire; he has been here
claims under the Victims of Crime Act where there is atoo long. And he has spent more time as premier with no
mental injury to the victim arising from the offence. majority—
Ms Chapman interjecting: The SPEAKER: And the Minister for Transport is out of
The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: The member for Bragg can order.
minimise it and mock the exercise of my discretion, but I will  The Hon. P.F. Conlon:Talk about a loser.
be more generous than my predecessors. | have instructed theThe SPEAKER: The Minister for Health has the call.
Crown to adopt this more generous approach to the assess- The Hon. L. STEVENS: There will be a need to plan for
ment of victims’ compensation. the future expansion of services there. So, in a nutshell, the
The Hon. |.F. Evans interjecting: issue is a challenge for all governments. We would be
The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: This is a change of policy expecting support from the federal government in relation to
that will bring about a practical improvement for victims of work force changes. We will also be working in relation to
crime in the workplace. And, in response to the member fospecific areas in country South Australia where services will
Davenport on the matter of Growdens, | was more generouse centred, and Port Lincoln will be one of those areas

than the Hon. K.T. Griffin. reaching out into the Eyre Peninsula. We will also be looking
at expanding the models of care for maternity services. We
HOSPITALS, REGIONAL will be looking at expanding midwifery care models and,

) . n hopefully in the future, the use of nurse practitioners,
Mrs PENFOLD (Flinders): Can the Minister for Health  ,qyiding an extra link in a team of health professionals. All
please advise the house what steps the governmentis takifihse things will be employed to try to put those very

to reinstate obstetric services in regional hospitals? Arou”ﬁecessary services as far as possible across the state.
20 pregnant women in the Cummins district have been

advised that obstetric services at their local hospital have HOUSING TRUST WAITING LISTS

been suspended. This comes on top of the withdrawal of

obstetric services in nearby Tumby Bay two years ago, and Mrs REDMOND (Heysen): Does the Minister for
also at Wudinna, with only a partial service now reinstatedHousing think it is acceptable that a person who has already
at Ceduna. Concerns have been raised with me about theen on a Housing Trust waiting list for six years should have
effect the withdrawal of these essential services is having oto wait a further 20 years before attaining a home? | have
our regional communities and also on the Port Lincolnreceived a letter in relation to Linda, a divorced mother of

hospital service. two who applied for a Housing Trust home when she
The Hon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): 1thank  separated from her husband six years ago. At that time she

the member for Flinders for the question. was told that there was a five-year waiting list. It was later
The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting: extended to 11 years, and then to 17 years, and last month she
The SPEAKER: Order! The deputy leader has been herewas told that it would now be a 20-year wait.

long enough to know standing orders. Mr Scalzi interjecting:

The Hon. P.F. CONLON: Sir, if the fellow wants to The SPEAKER: Order! I am not sure whether the
repeat that on the record, | take a matter of privilege. He isnember for Hartley wants to hear an answer.
completely and utterly not telling the truth. The Hon. J.W. WEATHERILL (Minister for Hous-

The SPEAKER: The Minister for Health has the call.  ing): | thank the member for her question. The sad truth is

The Hon. P.F. CONLON: To help, | referred to the that when those opposite ripped 10 000 houses out of the
member for Flinders and said, ‘They do not waste a safe segiublic housing system—

do they?’, and | was being sarcastic. Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:
The SPEAKER: We will leave it there. The Minister for The Hon. J.W. WEATHERILL: It pulled 10 000 houses
Health. out of the public housing system during the term of the last

The Hon. L. STEVENS: Thank you, sir. The provision government. Yes, it put upward pressure on waiting times.
of obstetric services in country areas, and particularly th@ his year the rate at which houses have been sold fell to their
more remote areas of the country, is a considerable issue almvest level in a decade. The whole gravamen of the housing
a considerable challenge, not only here in South Australia byglan was directed at this very question: about finding news
also across Australia. Indeed, the shortage of obstetriciansigys in which we can provide affordable housing for people
a national and international problem, and there are considewho are on these horribly long waiting lists.
able challenges for governments all over the place in terms | think it is appalling that people have to wait such a long
of being able to provide those services as close as possibleperiod of time to get into affordable housing. We would be
where people live. assisted by those opposite prevailing on their federal col-

That being said, the government will be looking at a rangdeagues to get them seriously engaged in the business of
of models for the delivery of maternity services in countryaffordable housing. We are doing our bit, with a $145 million
areas and, in fact, that is something that we will be embarkingtate housing plan, and we would be assisted by having a
upon over the coming months. We will be particularly commonwealth government that regarded its role in afford-
looking not only at where the services are reducing but alsable housing as more than just keeping interest rates low,
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which | might say is coming under a bit of pressure itself The SPEAKER: The Attorney-General. Look, the house

lately. does not want to be a place for attacks on individual mem-
I will look at the individual case. | have some inkling of bers.

that individual case, and | do not think that it is as straightfor- The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): Mr

ward as the honourable member suggests. However, | wifipeaker, the Deputy Leader of the Opposition just denied

bring back a fuller answer to the house about the particuldeaking documents to the Deputy Premier when the Deputy

matter, because it is not all as would be suggested by the veRremier was in opposition.

brief recitation of facts of the member for Heysen. The SPEAKER: Order! The Attorney will answer the
question.
SITTINGS AND BUSINESS The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: Could you put that on the
record?
The Hon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Transport): | Members interjecting:
move: The SPEAKER: Order! The Attorney will answer the
That question time be extended by one minute. question.

Members interjecting:

The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: | am giving the deputy
leader a chance to put it on the record.

The Hon. R.G. KERIN: Point of order, sir. He is defying

Co the order—
Ms CHAPMAN (Bragg): My question is to the Attorney- . . .
General. Did the government commission the review of the The SPEAKER: Order! Itis not the time. If the Attorney

Office of the Department of Public Prosecution, or was itwants to raise this matter he is to do it at a different time, not

initiated from within the DPP? in answer to a question. The Attorney-General will answer
) . the question.
init;gt]Sdec\)/irt]Hi'\r/lLt\]H:-IE—)}ggSON (Attorney-General): ltwas The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: Mr Speaker, after Henry
) Keogh was convicted of murder, there was a petition of
mercy lodged on his behalf. | will come to that. There were,
in fact, three petitions of mercy.

. ; ; Ms Chapman: They are the ones waiting on your desk.
Ms CHAPMAN (Bragg): What action will the Attorney- - e
General take to expedite a decision on the current petition of ThedHOE' M.J. ATKINSON: Well, no, actually; itis not
Henry Keogh? On 18 May 2005 on ABC Radio, Michael O MY desk.

Keogh, brother of Henry Keogh, stated the following: %?éna%rrf.i R;I?rlj.e;t'li'rlg:l\lSON: The first petition of mercy

The petition has been on the Attorney-General’s desk for ove, -
1000 days now, and I think the sad part, it doesn’t seem to be of an&lvg‘:’] r?ze.ltr%jr%rtlh? i(rznoa:/ﬁ;neozr:gtt rt]ﬁéhtﬁgr?t;ct){cr)]r?]yeg?neerrzlr’aflhe
importance. o i R g .. y-g
The Hon. K.O. Folev: Y " icted sought advice from his solicitor-general about that. Indeed,
de on. K.O. Foley. You are supporling a convicted |55 only reading advice from the then solicitor-general John
murderer. . Doyle to the Hon. K.T. Griffin about a representation from
The SPEAKER: Order! _ David Szachs, convicted of the murder of Derrance Stev-
The Hon. R.G. KERIN: Point of order, sir. The Deputy enson, another matter that Graham Archefoalay Tonight
Premier has imputed an improper motive to the member fojs now agitating. That petition of mercy was refused.

Motion carried.

DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS

KEOGH, Mr H.

Bragg, totally incorrectly, and he should apologise. Ms Chapman: Can we get on to modern history?
Members interjecting: The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Bragg has asked
The SPEAKER: Order! the question.

The Hon. R.G. KERIN: Mr Speaker, | demand that the The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: Had it been accepted it

Deputy Premier apologise. would have been referred to the Court of Criminal Appeal for
The SPEAKER: Order! You cannot demand that he adjudication. A second petition of mercy was lodged by

apologise. Henry Keogh and again it was referred to the Solicitor-
The Hon. R.G. KERIN: You should, though, sir. General by the Attorney-General, and again the advice from
Members interjecting: the Solicitor-General to the Attorney-General was that there

The SPEAKER: Order! The Treasurer. as far as | could Were not grounds to refer Henry Keogh's conviction to the
hear— ' ' ' Court of Criminal Appeal for adjudication—because that is

Members interjecting: the process at law. There is now a third petition from Henry

The SPEAKER: Order. member for West Torrens! The Keogh about his conviction and there is conjecture about the

T | heard it v " ict etition, whether it merely reproduces grounds that were
reasurer,, as eard It, said, ‘You support a convicte Iready considered by the Solicitor-General in the Hon. K.T.
murderer.’ | do not see that as unparliamentary.

N Griffin’s time and refused by the Hon. K.T. Griffin.
Members interjecting: . _ So cynical is the current opposition that, if it were a
The SPEAKER: Order! | do not believe that that is ground refused by the Hon.K.T. Griffin, that is good
unparliamentary. decision-making, but if we examine it carefully, that is a bad
Members interjecting: decision. The petition is currently with the Solicitor-General,
The SPEAKER: Members are getting a bit sensitive. | who has a background in criminal law, both prosecuting and
know it is a big day tomorrow. | suggest they have an earlydefence, and he will advise me on whether the petition should
night, get into their pyjamas early, and have a good sleep. Thge referred to the Court of Criminal Appeal. What | find
Attorney. astonishing about this process is the vulgarity of the member
Members interjecting: for Bragg in trying to ingratiate herself with Graham Archer



Wednesday 25 May 2005 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 2689

at Today Tonight and in trying to ingratiate herself with the The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: The member for Bragg
supporters of Henry Keogh who, | gather, will be meeting asays, ‘He has’: that is to say that the member for Bragg
the Irish Club soon. So keen is she to ingratiate herself for thasserted that the Solicitor-General had completed his
sake of a few votes that she is pretending— deliberations on the Henry Keogh petition: he has not.

The Hon. R.G. KERIN: On a point of order, the
Attorney-General is debating the issue. The question was Ms CHAPMAN: | have a supplementary question, sir.

perfectly clear. He is imputing improper motives to the  The SPEAKER: Question time is finished. The opposi-

honourable member rather than actually answering thgon had three supplementaries, which | understand is the
guestion as to why he is not doing his job. agreement.

The SPEAKER: Order! The Attorney is debating the
issue now. If the member for Bragg feels so inclined she can
make a personal explanation. As | understood it, to support
the case does not mean to say that you condone the actions
of a particular person. She is supporting it in terms of
advocacy, | guess, in a legal sense. But if the member for
Bragg takes offence, itis up to her, not the leader. LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE

The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: As Attorney-General | am
not saying that the member for Bragg is supporting or
barracking for Henry Keogh by asking this question. Wheré ]
the vulgarity and misrepresentation comes in is that the Report received.
member for Bragg is trying to pressure me to make a political
decision on a petition for mercy when she should know that Mr HANNA: | bring up the 20th report of the committee.
petitions for mercy are quasi-judicial proceedings. They are Report received and read.
not political decisions. If the Liberal Party wants to say that

Mr HANNA (Mitchell): 1 bring up the 19th report of the
ommittee.

as a matter of politics— SEX OFFENDERS
Ms Chapman interjecting:
The SPEAKER: The member for Bragg. The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): | seek
Ms Chapman interjecting: leave to make a ministerial statement.

The SPEAKER: | warn the member for Bragg. She will Leave granted
be named in a minute. 9 ' )

The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: —I should refer Henry ~~ The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: On Monday | provided the
Keogh's third petition for mercy to the Court of Criminal house answers to specific questions raised by the opposition
then sorry: | am not going to do that. | am going to have thidoest on the information then available to me. After that time,

matter properly considered by the Solicitor-General in thdurther details have been given to me and, in the interests of

same way— completeness, | would like to inform the house about two
Ms Chapman interjecting: further matters. The first matter relates to section 10(2) and
The SPEAKER: One more interjection and the member (3) of the Criminal Law Sentencing Act. For the information
for Bragg will be named. of members, section 10(2) and (3) provide:

The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: The member for Bragg is (2) A primary policy of the criminal law is to protect the security
falsely asserting to the house that the Solicitor-General— of the lawful occupants of the home from intruders.

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: On a point of order, we (3) A primary policy of the criminal law in relation to arson or
realise the Attorney has lost it but you cannot accuse §ausing a bushfire is—
member of parliament of misleading this house. And, that is (a) to bring home to the offender the extreme gravity of the
exactly what the Attorney-General did. offence; and _ _

Members interjecting: (b) to exact.[)elpara(tjlon Lrom the o;‘f_end_er to the m?xn;?um

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: He did say that; he did. géfgiopﬁ;'coﬁ]‘r‘;‘u,ﬁ[; e criminal justice system for harm

The SPEAKER: The Attorney cannot allege misleading ) o )
of the house. | do not think they were the exact words hd he DPP does not keep precise statistics, but the DPP is
used. aware that section 10(2) has been referred to in five Supreme

The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: The member for Bragg Court cases, three Supreme Court sentencing remarks and
interjected that the Solicitor-General had completed highree matters in the District Court. There is one District Court
deliberations on— sentencing matter that makes reference to the section 10(3)

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: On a point of order, sir, the Provision.
Attorney-General clearly implied that the member for Bragg Secondly, on Monday afternoon | provided to the house
had misled this house. Therefore, | request, you, Mr Speakedletails of persons subject to section 23 orders under the
to ask the Attorney-General to withdraw that. You know andCriminal Law (Sentencing) Act. It is necessary to amplify
the house knows that that is in breach of standing orders. that answer. One person is being held under an order made
The SPEAKER: If the Attorney suggested that the many years ago under what was then section 77A of the
member for Bragg had misled the house, he should apologigeriminal Law Consolidation Act. | am informed that he was
and do it by way of substantive motion. released on licence and that his order for detention was due
The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: What | heard, what all of to expire on 23 February 2003. However, an application was
the house heard and whaansard recorded was the interjec- made and granted that the order not be discharged, and it was
tion. further extended for three years from 24 January 2003. | trust
Members interjecting: that the house finds this additional information useful.
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PLAYFORD CENTRE ‘technology’ to accommodate increasing technological
convergence.

The Hon. K.A. MAYWALD (Minister for Science and - The activities of Playford Centre have been re-articulated
Information Economy): | seek leave to make a ministerial  to focus on the provision of seed capital to innovative
statement. early stage technology ventures, the pursuit of co-invest-

Leave granted. ment, the management of investments to maximise

The Hon. K.A. MAYWALD: Members will know the financial returns and the re-investment of ‘exit’ proced-

Information Industries Development Centre by its registered ures in new investments.

business name, Playford Centre, and its subsidy Playford The nature and scope of activities outside South Australia
Capital Pty Ltd. Playford acts as a seed capital investor in are to be limited to investments that, in the opinion of the
promising early-stage South Australian technology com- board, offer economical benefits to South Australia.
panies. In 2001 Playford won a $10 million grant under thePlayford continues to make an important contribution to the
commonwealth government’s Building on IT Strengthseconomic and technological landscape of Australia. It exists
(BITS) program. Playford was the only South Australianas a good example of how the commonwealth and state

recipient and the only successful bidder from the publigyovernments can cooperate to the advantage of the states and,
sector. A report by Allen Consulting into the BITS programindeed, the nation.
determined that Playford Capital is one of the best three

technology incubators in the country. GRIEVANCE DEBATE
The South Australian government’s support of approxi-

mately $1.5 million per annum has facilitated the drawing
down of some $12.2 million worth of commonwealth equity CITY OF ONKAPARINGA, WAR MEMORIAL

funding. Playford has invested over $6 million in 18 com- The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW (Bright): Today I rise to

ggglresiiligri: eisr$ ;ﬂr&ﬁ:an;iz hr?r\i/\?a?eonce o-(i)rr:vteostrrﬁlesr?t a_lflrj]ir;hglrjt on the record the facts in relation to the funding of a very

investment has come from individuals, venture capitalists anﬁgﬁo:;?ﬂltatgrtﬂgclécg FEhSeL (§|:L|Jtt})ls ?r: ﬂ% nﬁigﬂﬁgg:'reﬂ{gﬁ' aln d
corporate investors from Australia, Europe, Japan and Soutlj- 9rs ; ) ; gareg
the City of Onkaparinga in particular, as well as the federal

East Asia. This alone proves that Playford Capi'tal’s strateg ember for Kingston, Kym Richardson, for their efforts in
to ?I?t ahsalmone}[/ rr;agnet has.V\I/(orkedda.?(.j conltllnue(zjs tOtWO aising funds for the refurbishment of a local war memorial
echnology start-ups are risky, an ', IS We'l understooqy, e Morphett Vale area and the installation of an eternal
that not all will succeed. Playford Capital’s activities improve lame. Initially, during that process, the federal Liberal
the probability of success by providing both money an overnment cbntributed $4 000 to ,the works that were
mentoring to young technology businesses. In so doin ndertaken
Playford staff have develqped §kllls n cqmmeruahsmg This memorial is particularly significant and, of course
intellectual property and financing emerging technology ’ ’

companies, which make a vital contribution to the Soutrﬁ;ﬁ%gr\lﬁggIgigﬁgeﬁﬁ\i’;arrﬁe?;gmz;n%’\?eusr ?ég?(;églé %? ttr;]ee
Australian economy. ; 9

In August 2004, Playford Capital was one of eightsouthern suburbs of Adelaide a place where they can honour

isati ¢ . h f $36 mill h fthose from the local area who have sacrificed their life in the
organisations 1o receive a shareé o miflion vv,or arious conflicts and during peace-time operations. Import-
funding under the commonwealth government's ICT

incubat Thi . iable for i N ntly today, it provides residents with a place where they can
Incubators program. 11iS money IS available 1or INVESIMEN}, ,, anq reflect on the sacrifices that are constantly being made
in local technology businesses. Playford's current focus o y the men and women of the armed forces and their families
investment represents a significant evolution from Sy the defence of our nation

belglnnlr!gz as a suppor;[].serwc?e for thﬁ |nf?1rmat|on téec(;l- I commend the hard work of those local RSL clubs which
nology industry. It is this evolution that the amende ; . : ;

. . ade this possible and, in particular, Frank Owen and local
regulations and the amendments to Playford’s charter seek gé)uncillor FI)DarryI Parslow pwithout whom this particular
fsldc_irrk(]assl. ]:I'he kf.y arlnttajndrt'n_entsDare.l t Centre (IIDC monument would not exist. When the monument was being

h e orTa:jlfon ndus Ses feve opm(tahn Plen red(C t)constructed, unfortunately, there was a problem with the cost
Aas opera de otr a}r:um er (t)h years as feth aﬁfgé i e?hrsrow-out. Initially, the City of Onkaparinga appeared to be
Pln afmgncmetn changes the name of the O M8ett to cover this increase. The whole funding of an ANZAC
\aytord Lentre. ) memorial and matters associated with the commemoration of
Since inception, EDS (Australia) Pty Ltd was able to oAnNzAC Day and costs were, in part, raised in this place by
nominate two persons to the board of directors. This is N¢he member for Reynell. The member for Reynell very
longer deemed appropriate and, with its agreement, EDgncharitably in this place posed the question, ‘Well, what is
will no longer have this ability. _ _ the member for Kingston doing about this?’
To improve efficiency at board level, the maximum sizeé  1ne member for Reynell claimed that she had been
of the board P,1as been reduced from 12 to seven. lobbying for funds from the federal government. She claimed
Playford Centre’s charter has also been amended in accorghat the hapless David Cox, the former federal member for
a_ll"lce W|th re_gu|atIOI"l 15 Of the Pub|IC COi‘pOI’atIO_I"IS (InformaKingston (WhO was unceremoniously and Sensib'y dumped
tion Industries Development Centre) Regulations 1996 tgy the people of the south), had also been endeavouring to
be'['[ef I’eﬂeCt the Organ|sat|0n,s fOCUS The key amendmen%tain fund|ng In (o) far as the member for K|ngston was
are. o ~_concerned, the member for Reynell said:
Playford Centre’s strategic direction has been refined in | 45 ot know what the federal member is doing about that

the context of the goals set out in the State Strategic Plafunding. | have not heard. Certainly, the previous federal member
In this, references to ‘ICT’ have been replaced withtried to obtain funding, but | do not know about the current member.
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Well, I have some advice for the member for Reynell. All shebe the nation’s No. 1 economic problem. This is not surpris-
needs to do is to communicate with the federal member foing, considering that it is at an all time high. Last year,
Kingston, Kym Richardson, and he will tell her what he isAustralia’s trade deficit was a massive $25.4 billion. In
doing. If the member for Reynell was today to ask the2003-04, Australia had a deficit in merchandise trade with
member for Kingston what he had done, this is what he woul@hina of over $5.427 billion. This bilateral deficit made up
tell her. I will help out the honourable member. The membelapproximately 22 per cent of Australia’s total annual deficit
for Kingston would tell the member for Reynell that, while in merchandise trade and was Australia’s third largest deficit
her efforts may have been unsuccessful, his efforts have beerith any country.

very successful. The federal member for Kingston actively The trend for increasingly large bilateral deficits with
encouraged and then supported the City of Onkaparinga in@hina has been growing at a high rate for a number of years.
funding application to the federal Liberal government tojn fact, between 1990 and 2004 the trade deficit with China
assist it with its cost blow-out, and the result is very good. grew, on average, around 20 per cent per year. Therefore,
The federal Liberal government is making availableAustralia’s trade deficit with China is having a growing
$20 000 to the City of Onkaparinga to assist it with itsimpact on Australia’s rapidly deteriorating and unsustainable
project. The member for Reynell was unsuccessful. She saiglirrent account deficit. Trade results also reveal that South
that the previous member for Kingston, the hapless Davig\ustralia is following this alarming trend. In August 2003,
Cox, was unsuccessful. The member for Kingston, Kymsouth Australia’s exports to China were a mere $13 million,
Richardson, has been very successful, and all the member f@hile imports from China in the same period were
Reynell had to do was ask. But, let us not forget, we ar&32 million.
dealing with the member for Reynell, whose solution toroad- e composition of Australia’s trade deficit with China

funding problems on outback roads is to suggest that they. 5150 a cause for concern. Australia’s exports to China are
make a great tourism opportunity for four-wheel drivers. overwhelmingly dominated by primary products. Of Aust-
Thatis probably one qf the most stupid statements | havg,jig's top 10 exports to China, seven of them are primary
heard made in this parliament for 15 years, so | am nobroducts; two of the others are simply transformed manufac-
surprised that she is not communicating with her federajyres with little value added. While Australian exports to
polleagL_Je. | encourage her to do so. | find him a verychina remain overwhelmingly dominated by primary
interesting fellow with whom to talk and a very helpful one. proqucts, Australian imports from China are equally dominat-
In his short time as a member of parliament we have alreadyq py manufactured goods. In fact, the majority of Australia’s
seen deliveries of many projects, including $500 000 for th‘?op 20 imports from China are elaborately transformed
pathways for families centre at Hackham; over $100 000 fomanyfactures. The composition of Australia’s trade deficit

the Christies Downs Community Centre— with China raises serious issues concerning Australia’s
Ms Thompson interjecting: ] increasing reliance on its primary sector at the expense of its
The SPEAKER: The member for Reynell will come to  manufactured sector.

order!

Members would be well aware that South Australia has a
reater reliance on its manufacturing sector than any other
ustralian state. History reveals that an economy that relies
n its primary sector at the expense of its manufacturing
ector can fall into an economic trap known as the resource

curse or the Dutch disease. This economic phenomenon has
its most contemporary manifestation in the Netherlands. After
its discovery of North Sea oil, the Netherlands found itself
TRADE, AUSTRALIA AND CHINA with growing unemployment and work force disability. The
Mr O'BRIEN (Napier): Today | would like to discuss relianpe .by the Netherlands on its "eV.V'y found oil had a
the trade relationship between Australia and China. | raisegative impact on the economy as the increased produc_t|on
this matter because | believe this relationship will have majoP! ©il resulted in a large appreciation of exchange rate, which
implications for the development and stability of the Southresur[e‘.j in a less competitive export market and onslaught of
Australian economy. China’s economy has been growing heap imports. It took the Netherlands decades to recover

a phenomenal rate, experiencing a quadrupling of GDP, witl om '|ts so-called QOOd fortqne. .
an average growth rate of 9 per cent in the past 20 years. It is therefore in Australia’s best interests to carefully
Current economic estimates for long-term growth for Chingnenitor the growth of our primary centre exports, particularly
of around 8 per cent per annum, compared to 3.5 per cent fjinerals, because an unsustainable resource boom will
Australia, 3 per cent inthe US and 2 per cent for Europe_encqurage further appreCIf’zltlon of the AU§trallan dO”ar.Wh|Ch
The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: Mr Speaker, | rise on a Will, inturn, add to Australia’s trade deficit burden. Reliance
point of order. My apologies to the honourable member. Siro" the resource industry at the expense of the manufacturing
as | was leaving the chamber, the member for Reynell roarezfctor, particularly for South Australia, can also have major
out in relation to my contribution, ‘You should worry about IMPlications on the technological position of an economy.
telling the truth.’ I object to those words and | ask the This is because the manufacturing sector of any country plays
member for Reynell to withdraw. a major role in research and development.
Ms THOMPSON: | will withdraw and explain later. Within Australia, almost 60 per cent of all research and
Mr O’'BRIEN: This phenomenal growth occurring within development is conducted by manufacturers. A vibrant and
China is generally portrayed as purely beneficial to Australiastrong manufacturing sector is crucial for an economy to
While trade with China does offer advantages, there has néémain advanced and for continued economic growth and
been any critical evaluation of its ramifications for Southstability.
Australia. Australia’s trade deficit is currently considered to  Time expired.

The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: —over $4 million to pro-
vide in excess of 150 new aged-care places; and ov
$5.5 million to the City of Onkaparinga under the roads to
recovery for the local area. That is an example of a feder
member of parliament getting things done.

Time expired.



2692 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Wednesday 25 May 2005

ORTHOPAEDIC SERVICES, WAITING TIMES offered little vision and no hope, and a minister who throws

her hands up in despair and advises us that the system is

The Hon. D.C. KOTZ (Newland): | rise today to speak ‘stuffed’. Well, | offer four words to the minister—‘un-stuff
with a sense of deja vu and again highlight to this house thi or resign.” South Australia has an ageing population which
degeneration of our state’s health system and the increasimgcessitates a viable health system.
waiting times for specialist health services. Just two months The Hon. R.J. McEwen interjecting:
ago | called on the Rann government to address its disgrace- The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: | like ‘un-stuff’. The govern-
ful financial mismanagement of our health system amidnent’s approach—review the problem but take no action—
horror stories of elderly people waiting more than three yearlas not worked, and will not work. To have the ability to act
for an appointment to see a specialist. | highlighted the facind yet not have the moral fibre to do so is utterly reprehen-
that some 3 737 people were on that waiting list right acrossible. The only positive in this situation is that by offering our
every major hospital in the state, not just Modbury Hospitalhealth services to the federal government, the Minister for

What has happened since then? The Minister for Healthealth is effectively offering her resignation from this
walked into the public spotlight and stated that the healtlportfolio. Unfortunately for all South Australians she is some
system is stuffed. The minister then highlighted her owrthree years too late. This government is not in dire financial
incompetence by trying to hand over the mess she had createttaits—it is fiscally possible to address the situation thanks
to the federal government, and waiting times for specialisto the measures placed by GST in a previous Liberal
services continue to climb. The minister's statement to thgovernment.
public is hardly a declaration of a positive vision or a Labor  Time expired.
government policy direction for the future of our health
system in this state. PATHWAYS FOR FAMILIES PROGRAM

In December last year, the waiting time to see an ortho-
paedic surgeon was 35 months. Now people are receiving Ms THOMPSON (Reynell): Before embarking on my
notices telling them that they must wait an agonisingcontribution about the Pathways for Families program in
44 months, nearly four years, just for an appointment to sedlackham East, | want to take the opportunity to correct a
an orthopaedic specialist for their problem to be assessed. apuple of the facts in relation to matters raised earlier by the
this rate, by the end of the year, the waiting time for anmember for Bright. Unfortunately, in relation to the debate
appointment may approach 55 months. If one factors in then ANZAC commemorations | responded to an interjection
time it takes after an appointment before surgery is scheduletfom the member for Bright—which | acknowledge was a
one sees that people with painful and debilitating conditionyery stupid thing to do. | was talking about the inadequacy
may be forced to wait up to seven years for treatment. Thisf the commonwealth’s guidelines in relation to the celebra-
would be concerning in any third world country. In the statetion of ANZAC Day and the fact that no grant could be made
of South Australia in the 21st century this will be remem-to the ANZAC Youth Vigil under those guidelines, when the
bered as one of the most shameful periods of governmemember interjected something about what the member for
neglect in the history of this state. Kingston was doing.

Freedom of information papers received by me in March  The honourable member confused topics and, really, the
of this year identified that as of December 2004 there werenember for Kingston can do his job without my advice in
some 6 200 people in South Australia awaiting either surgerwhatever manner he thinks fit. Whether the electorate thinks
or an appointment to see an orthopaedic surgeon. Just a féhat is fit afterwards, | do not know, but | certainly do not
months later, how many people are on the current list pushingupport the whiteboard approach to pork-barrelling marginal
the waiting lists up to a 44-month wait? One of my constitu-seats. | want to see guidelines that are clear and transparent,
ents has an injured knee and has been told he must waind my point was that the commonwealth guidelines were not
44 months for an appointment to see an orthopaedic surgecadequate to meet some of the celebrations of ANZAC Day.
This is unacceptable in any circumstance, but the Minister foiHe also claimed that the current member for Kingston had
Health should hang her head in shame because, by the tidelivered to his electorate the Pathways Family Centre. Well,
my constituent sees a specialist, he will be almost 70 yea@s | mentioned, | was about to speak about that and, in
of age, and possibly 72 years of age before corrective surgeppeaking, | mentioned that the Pathways Family Centre
can be performed. | find it almost impossible to believe thabpened on 11 May 2004, six months before the current
any government could be this callous. The most heartmember for Kingston was elected. | think he should be
wrenching aspect is that the majority of people affected bgyommending the previous member for Kingston if, indeed,
the lack of access to orthopaedic surgery are elderly angny member for Kingston needs to be commended.
should be enjoying their later years and not losing their The Pathways Family Centre is an important project that
mobility, independence and quality of life because thisdeserves recognition by this house as it is a collaborative
government is more interested in media headlines and speffort that really reflects the type of initiative that this state
doctors than in caring for the needs of our community. government wishes to support in the interests of our young

The ongoing pain and debilitation related to orthopaedichildren. Sir, | think that you and the house are well aware
complaints will cause further problems to a health servicehat this state government has recognised that early interven-
already in crisis. There is a four to six year waiting period fortion to help children and their families overcome various
access to GPs in emergency units in public hospitals bdlifficulties that they face is the key to success in life for both
people in agonising pain, and the possibility of other injuriesa child and that family, as well as to a healthy community.
caused by decreasing mobility will also increase, exacerbaRathways for Families brings together a number of agencies
ing the current pressures of access to these services. Thistoprovide a one-stop-shop for families with young children
itself, will increase the cost to our health services. Everywho are facing a number of problems. It is a collaborative
week | am contacted by people desperate for medicaffort and is funded by the commonwealth government and
treatment who are the victims of a government which hashe state government, and has a number of partners.
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The City of Onkaparinga was key to its establishment byreasonable allocation of funds from AusLink in relation to the
providing the facility which the commonwealth governmentother states. Hopefully this will be redressed with any change
provided funds to upgrade. The state government providesta the federal government'’s policy.

range of services delivered in that facility, and the 10 partners  As we know, the South Australian ports, which include
that are involved, on an ongoing basis, are the City othose owned by Flinders Ports, are subject to the Maritime
Onkaparinga, Noarlunga Health Services, Department ofervices Access Act 2000. That act outlines various essential
Education and Children’s Services, Children, Youth andnarine services at the ports, which are subject to both pricing
Family Services, Child and Adolescent Mental Healthregulation and an access regime, both of which have access
Services, Hackham West Community Centre, Anglicareyo regulated services provided on a fair commercial basis and
Relationships Australia, the Smith Family, Uniting Careterms, The Essential Services Commission of South Australia
Wesley, Child and Youth Health, and The Corner House(ESCOSA) has responsibility for administration of the act
Over half of those are state government organisations argkre. Following a review in mid-2004, ESCOSA issued a
others receiye funding from the state government. It is trulyyetermination issuing a price-funding regime allowing port
a partnership. operators to set their own prices for essential maritime
The program is very ably managed by Alison King underservices from 31 October 2004 until 31 October 2007. They
the auspices of the Noarlunga Health Village and, in the shogalled it a light-handed approach at the time, and the regula-
time that it has been operating, it has been able to help 16@ry model to be adopted beyond that date would be subject
families. At the celebration of one year of operation, whichto further ESCOSA review, which could result in anything
was held just recently, and at which | had the privilege offrom no regulations through to total price control. The light-
representing the Premier, the Minister for Health and théyanded approach forces the parties to negotiate commercial

Minister for the Southern Suburbs, four of the participants inerms with respect to the provision of pricing of services and
the program, who are now volunteers in the centre, spoke Gfifrastructure development.

what it hadl done for;henl}.and th(le_ir family. | cc()jmmenf The recently announced Adelaide channel deepening
Jeannie Nelson, Sarah Sullivan, Kylie Dinning and Brooke,oiect which we all welcome wholeheartedly, is an example

Allen for having the courage to get up and talk about theyt s approach with Flinders Ports, the state government and
problems they face, which they are dealing with through they .+  \.<tomers—and we know who they are: | did mention

help of workers at Pathways and other volunteers in the ,sgulk. now ABB Ltd. as being just one—reaching

centre. agreement regarding the infrastructure required, the associat-

I also congratulate Andrea Gray, who was one of th&q funding and the pricing models to be adopted. The system
driving forces behind Pathways. As the parent of a child withg \yorking well here in South Australia because ESCOSA has
disabilities, she recognised that there should be a better wa)ken 5 pragmatic approach in relation to port regulation.
to deliver services, and now there is, in Pathways folpegpite the successes of the light-handed approach, there
Families. remain continuing inefficiencies associated with the ongoing
monitoring and the threat of the reintroduction of greater
control in the future.

Mr VENNING (Schubert): In relation to the federal Mr Tremaine assures me that Flinders Ports continues to

government's recent announcement regarding control of porf€Vvote considerable management and administrative time to
in Australia, | had initial concern, particularly as in South Minimising the risk of regulatory intervention by maintaining
Australia we are in a hiatus, where our ports have just beefXtensive records and documentation as evidence to be used
sold to a private company and we are going through massiv8 a8ny future review. _Thls regulation, we know, is costly. I
upgrades at huge cost and huge risk. Because of my concefHll very pleased at this, after the problems we have had in the
| sought a briefing with Mr Vincent Tremaine, the Chief Eastern States with their ports. | agree that the federal
Executive Officer of Flinders Ports Pty Ltd. Flinders Portsgovernment needs to come in and deregulate these ports: they
would welcome federal intervention if the federal governmenl”eed to be competitive. We do not need to have any unfair
intends to remove regulation to force the parties to negotiaté/Ork practices, because this is the area that affects our cost
on normal commercial terms. If regulation must exist, therFOmpetitiveness in our overseas markets.
Flinders Ports is relatively happy with the existing state There have been problems, particularly in Queensland
system, although the more it is removed from local politicswith their ports. | do not believe we have a problem here. |
the better, and we would all say ‘Hear, hear!’ to that. congratulate Flinders Ports on what it has achieved, and look
The regulator needs to take a long-term approach téprward to a new port in the near future.
investment, providing investors with incentive to take the
necessary risks, and there are plenty of us doing that, ADELAIDE SURVIVORS ABREAST
particularly given the involvement of ABB Grain and others
in the new facility. It also needs to be fearless in the face of Mr SNELLING (Playford): |rise to congratulate Jenny
criticism from those who either do not understand the issu&hitehead, who lives in my electorate and who is the
or have short-term views. The federal government’s statemesecretary of Adelaide Survivors Abreast Inc. Dragon Boat
could also be interpreted to mean that AusLink funding isClub, a dragon boat club that consists of survivors of breast
going to be extended into the ports rather than finishing at theancer. Ms Whitehead contacted my office to inform me a bit
gate. That would be a major positive, provided it did not giveabout what this organisation does but also to inform me of the
some ports an unfair commercial advantage over othersverseas visits that it will be undertaking in June. Adelaide
Providing federal funding for the port of Melbourne after the Survivors Abreast, which consists of breast cancer survivors,
Adelaide funding has been paid for by South Australian statas | said, has recently been involved in taking out both the
interests would be an example of a commercially unfaitCheerio and Cougar netball teams and sponsors Kendacraft
decision. To date, South Australia has not received dewellery, Femsure and Supa Sava Embroidery for a team-

PORTS
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building exercise and also to raise awareness about breastnvassed before when the member for Hartley introduced
cancer. his amendment for superannuation which, he put to this
On 7 June they are travelling to Penang for the 26thouse, moved beyond the issue of sexual preference and into
Dragon Boat Festival, in which they will be participating, the region of ascribable right.
then going on to Vancouver for the 10th anniversary of The Catholic Archbishop of Adelaide supported the
Abreast in a Boat. In excess of 60 breast cancer teams will %tit]ements of same sex Coup|es to the rights proposed in the
participating in that dragon boat festival. | want to congratu-atkinson bill. He did not necessarily therefore support the bill
late my constituent Ms Whitehead and all the members ofut supported what the bill embodied, and that is important
Adelaide Survivors Abreast for raising awareness of breagiecause in discussing this bill the objection of many is based
cancer and for all the good work they do. on leaving some out and not who is included. Therefore,
taking that objection on board and discussing it with many
same sex attracted people, | bring this bill to the house so that
people can put their money where their mouth is. This is
either an attempt by people who are not brave enough to say
they are anti-homosexuality to run away from it and say that
‘we cannot do this because’, or it is on their part a genuine

JOINT PARLIAMENTARY SERVICE

COMMITTEE attempt to extend these rights further.
The Hon. R.J. McCEWEN (Minister for Agriculture, This bill does just that. This bill ignores gender and sexual
Food and Fisheries):Pursuant to section 5 of the Parliamen- Preference and is therefore more elegantly in line with the law
tary Joint Service Act 1985, | move: of this state as it relates to discrimination. | am sure some

That the member for Playford be appointed as the alternatgpe"jl.kerS will get up and say that of course we can d|§cr|m|-
member to the Speaker and the member for Giles be appointed as tfi@te: the law allows us to set rules for our society which we

alternate member to the member for Torrens. do not necessarily set for ourselves because our own law says
Motion carried. that people may not discriminate on the grounds of gender,
sexual preference or a number of other factors. However, we
RELATIONSHIPS BILL are allowed to pass laws that do the very thing we prevent

others from doing. This law makes some attempt to redress
Mr BRINDAL (Unley) obtained leave and introduced a the situation of a group of people—same sex attracted people
bill for an act to make provision with respect to certainand people who may be in no sexual relationship (being of
relationships; and for other purposes. Read a first time.  the same sex or different sexes but not in a relationship that
Mr BRINDAL: | move: can be described as marriage) and who by law are alienated
That this bill be now read a second time. from a basket of rights.
In doing so, | advise the house that while the normal time The way that discrimination has effectively been achieved
allotted for a speaker on a private member’s bill is 150 hundreds of years is simply t_)y_saylr!g that marriage is an
minutes, | believe it is customary for the house to grant annstitution, to quote the Prime Minister, ‘between heterosex-

extension, and | will ask the house for that indulgence whe@! couples, between a man and a woman, and we have
the time comes, in view of the gravity of this bill, primacy in the marriage law’. That is true. The constitution

This relationships bill is not in place of but rather is 91V€S the commonwealth primacy over marriage, and the

supplementary and/or complementary to the Statute8MMe Minister has discussed what marriage is. If he has
Amendment (Relationships) Bill brought into this place byPrimacy over that and the constitution says he has, so be it.

the Attorney-General. This bill answers or combines thel Nat means he has abdicated any right to have a say over

constructive comments of the minority report, specifically thethose other matters not covered by the _defmltlon of marriage.
comments of my colleague the member for Hartley in this' hat proposition is already enshn.ned in our law and, while
place and the Hon. Michelle Lensink in another place. Wher'® Marriage Actis the proper province of the commonwealth
I originally gave notice that | would introduce a civil unions 9overnment, the law where it relates to putative spouses or
bill, in that debate it was said that that bill was gay marriagéj_e facto qo_u_ples is in every state a matter for state jurisdic-
by the back door. tional definition.

Mr Snelling: No pun intended. While the Prime Minister can and does preside over

Mr BRINDAL: The Deputy Speaker says, ‘No pun marriage, when by definition the relationship is not a
intended.’ | am never quite sure whether the person Whmarriage, commonwealth jUriSdiCtion ceases to have effect.
started that quote actually realised that there was a pun. THé1e problem in depriving many people of rights to which
constructive debate that ensued has been around the fact tHy should be entitled because they are in loving domestic
apparently very few people are prepared to get up and sdglationships or relationships of economic interdependence
they oppose rights for same sex attracted couples. They séythat, if you take the institution of marriage, you then geta
rather that, by giving same sex attracted couples rights simila¥hole lot of rights, privileges and responsibilities, but if you
to those enjoyed by married couples, we still leave oufire not eligible for that institution you simply miss out
disadvantaged people—people in domestic Co-dependehecause so much more of our law says that these rights are
relationships who are not in those relationships because @pplicable to people who are married or are in a de facto
any attraction of sexuality, be they heterosexual or homosexelationship.
ual couples. Again, so long as the definition of de facto included only

| await with interest the report of the committee on thisheterosexual couples, same-sex attracted couples were
matter because my reading of the dissenting report puts thttereby excluded. So there has been an unjust discrimination
at the nub. The great balance of the difference in the repofor many years in the body of law in South Australia with
appears to be on that issue. It is a matter that this hougespect to same-sex attracted people and to other people who
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may be in caring relationships and for whom sexuality is not 1 go back to the fact that this bill is not about sexuality. It
a question. is not about gender or sexual preference. It is not about
The Atkinson bill is a bill for which | have voted. It has Marriage. This bill gives to adult human beings the right to
passed this house and, hopefully, will now pass into th€ontract into a familial relationship—a right to determine
statute law of South Australia. Members of this housévhatis in the relationship and what is not in the relationship.
therefore may ask, ‘If we have the Atkinson bill, why should The question is not asked when the contract is made, ‘What
we pass this bill?’ The answer is simple. The Atkinson billis your gender?’ People do not have to fit through the pre-
is a de facto status into which people fall, whether or not theyiescription that one has to be a male and one a female, or to
want it. By changing the definition of de facto, all same-sex2 male or a female. There is no question as to the gender of
attracted couples, who are in a sexual relationship, after &€ person, so it is non-gender specific.
period of time automatically will be declared de facto, ~Similarly, there is no question as to the sexual activity or
whether or not that is their choice. habits of the person. It is not a matter for this parliament or
Ms Thompson: Whether or not they live together? the law what adult people do on their own in private. This bill

Mr BRINDAL: The honourable member asks a goodseeks to say, ‘Well, if you don’t want to choose that institu-

. - tion called marriage and you do want to choose for yourself
question. | will have to go away to look at that, and we coulda relationship—
discuss it in the committee stage. | am not that far across the The Hon. I.P. Lewis: Sign a contract.

bill about whether they have to live together. | think from Mr BRINDAL: Yes—then two adults are perfectly

memory there was some definition in the Atkinson proposal, .. : e
and | am not sure whether it included co-habitation or jus hnetlgggttr(;i{gn a contract which fixes for them the bounds of

frequency of intercourse. The Hon. |.P. Lewis: Hear, hear!

Ms 'I_'hompson: Itrelates to people’s living arrangements, i BRINDAL: | am pleas'ed the member for Hammond
not their sexual arrangements. has said, ‘Hear, hear!” | think that is a quite reasonable,

Mr BRINDAL: | have supported the bill anyhow, so, in humane and decent proposition. | do not believe that we
so far as it does that | think that is a more intelligent solutionshould be rewarding or punishing people according to
in law. I have said to the house previously that | am a strongnorality. It might not be my morality, or the morality of
advocate of a former prime minister of Canada Pierreanyone else in this house but, if it is their morality and it is
Trudeau, and | have quoted him as follows: lawful to pursue that morality, then they do nothing wrong;

The state has no place in the bedroom of the nation. and they should be able to enjoy the same rights and privileg-

We live i luralist ietv. The pluralist ietv. th es, and have the same responsibilities, as any other member
meltilveltlrr] ? P lijr? I?n v?/ﬂflﬁ\)//\} Iive pnura 'f society, | ?of the community. In summary, the relationships bill—
ulticuttural society chwe live, encourages peopie o A, ponoyrable member interjecting:

practise, as far as is possible and as far as it does not interfere X ;
with any other individual, the right of that individual to , M' RNOAL: Could T seelcleave for an extension of

maintain their customs, belief, culture and religious practice. The SPEAKER: The member for Unley has requested an

| say that on these grounds: we allow the Christian churclyiension, and under standing orders he can have up to 15
to teach its own exclusivity. The basic tenets of the Christianginutes.

church are: ‘No man shall come under the Father except by | gave granted.

me’ and ‘I am the way, the truth and the life.’ In the practice iy Hanna: Five minutes.

of Christianity, we allow the Christian church to teach its The SPEAKER: No; it must be up to 15 minutes.
adherence that there is no other path or course of action the Hon. I.P. Lewis’: No.

except that prescribed by Christians to their believers. That 1,6 SPEAKER: Leave has been granted.

is fair and reasonable. We allow Islamic people to preach to 1 HANNA: No. it hasn't.

their people the same sorts of creeds. In this society we let 1o spEAKER: ’If someone has called out no. leave is
every religion have its say over its morality, ethics andygnied. '
directions for its adherents, and we allow no religion to

interfere with any other. But we seem to think that a I’e|IgIOUS The Hon. J.D. HILL (M|n|ster for Environment and
group can come and say, through the vehicle of this placgsonservation): | move:

that their morals_ and ethics need to impinge upon the mayority That standing orders be so far suspended as to enable the member

of the community; that somehow they are more importantor Unley to conclude his second reading speech in a maximum of

than the Buddhists and Muslims; and that their idea of.0 minutes.

morality is the correct one. | say to those people: ifthey have The SPEAKER: | have counted the house and, as an

the courage of their convictions, they will stand up here angypsolute majority of the whole number of members is not

seek to pass a bill for an act to amend the law in relation Dresent, ring the bells.

homosexuality. An absolute majority of the whole number of members
People who are same-sex attracted commit no crime. Theyeing present:

act within the law in South Australia, provided that they are  Motion carried.

consenting partners and act in private. If it be the wish of this  The SPEAKER: The member for Unley has a maximum

house, if it be the opinion of any member, that such a practicef 10 minutes.

is abhorrent and it should be made unlawful, they should

stand up here and seek to repeal the law. They should not Mr BRINDAL: | have been told to think myself lucky,

seek to victimise people, merely because in doing somethingnd | thank the house for its indulgence. | will conclude in 10

which is lawful they are then proscribed from a group ofminutes. For decades, couples living in our community have

human rights and responsibilities enjoyed by other people ibeen denied the basic rights, as | have said, which we extend

the community. That is not a reasonable proposition. to traditional couples. The Relationships Bill seeks to provide
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legal recognition, rights, protections and obligations for a Finally, | inform the house that the following countries
section of our community denied those rights under thénave taken up legal recognition of same-sex unions similar
current laws. The bill applies not only to same-sex coupleso this through either civil unions or, in some cases, gay
but also to other non-traditional relationships, such as peoplmarriage. The first was Denmark in 1989; Norway in 1993;
choosing to live together in domestic co-dependant relationSweden in 1994; Greenland in 1996; Hungary and Iceland in
ships where sex is not a factor, for example, elderly peopl&996; Hawaii in the United States (it is a bit warmer) in 1997;
with no close relationships. the Netherlands in 1998; California in the United States in

The bill imparts rights, which include the right to inherit 1999; France in 1999; Vermont in the United States in 2000;
a partner’s assets if they die without a will and the right toCanada in 2000; Belgium, Finland and Portugal in 2001,
participate in making vital decisions about incapacity and @&ermany and Liechtenstein in 2002; Austria, Tasmania and
partner's medical treatment. If the partner does die, currentlyCroatia in 2003; Massachusetts, Maine and New Jersey in the
they do not even have the legal right to arrange or even atterdinited States in 2004, along with Switzerland, Israel,
the funeral. The bill will ensure that those couples must abidéuxembourg, the United Kingdom, Spain, South Africa and
by the laws impacting on traditional couples, such as thosblew Zealand; and, so far in 2005, Andora and the United
affecting share trading and property transactions, division oftates.

property and, in the event that a relationship ends, providing | egal recognition of non-traditional relationships through
financial support for a partner in such a case if such suppofharriage, civil unions or domestic partnerships has also been
is contracted. ~___ accorded in regions of Argentina, Italy and Brazil; and the
Whatis the difference between the Relationships Bill anchations and states currently considering legislation very
the Statutes Amendment (Relationships) Bill? The Statutegimilar to this include the Australian Capital Territory (I am
Amendment (Relationships) Bill seeks to provide same-se¥ot sure whether that is a nation or a state: | think they think
couples with the same legal entitlements as defacto couplegat they are a law unto themselves), Cambodia, Romania, the
The Relationships Bill seeks to establish a much more formatzech Republic, Greece, Poland, Slovenia and Taiwan.
and legally binding contract between the partners in the non- || short, this is a measure whose time has come not only

traditional relationship, not just same-sex couples; and, if}, yis narliament but in the parliaments of the world. It is a
doing that, it contains adegree o_f flexibility. If youareina.p. o a1 give people who have been disadvantaged for
dgl'factt.o ora ma}rrled relationship, most of the rights an ecades (probably for hundreds of years) a basket of rights
0 llg&tlhl_onfs are ?'Velnt'. hio th wo bia diff ‘which is their entittlement, and | would urge the house to
n this form of relationship there areé two big AiNerences. ., ygiger seriously this bill. | conclude by saying that | would
you can contract WhICh. rlghts arein and.whlch are not; and, o \ore than happy if it was the government's wish for any
similarly, you can do it in under the time frame. In the f the ministers to take this bill, to sponsor it in government

bill and form a contract within a day or a week, the same as
any married couple can seek to marry soon after they have
met as they choose. As | have said, this bill is designed to
provide legal protection and rights to people for whom
marriage is not an option. Any legislative damage as to the COUNCIL FOR INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND
status of marriage happened decades ago when de facto =~ COMMERCE AND EXPORT COUNCIL
couples were granted the full status of married couples. ) ]

So, the nonsense that we heard in the Atkinson bill (and, Th€ Hon. 1.P. LEWIS (Hammond): I move:
I am sure, we will hear in this bill) that, somehow or other,  That this house establish a select committee to examine and

this bill undermines marriage is palpably not correct. This billreport on the constitution, membership, role and function, adminis-
ation and financial support (public and private) of the Council for

does not aI_Iow_same-s_Qx C_ouples to adopt ch_lldren or .pmv'dtf%temational Trade and Commerce of South Australia and the Export
access to in-vitro fertilisation. That, | think, is a legitimate council of South Australia, and in particular—

matter for further consideration by this house at another timeg) determine whether executive government and its departments and
What are the precedents which this house should consider” agencies have properly allocated funding and support to these
in considering the bill? The principal one is Tasmania, which  various governmentand private professional paid and voluntary

has successfully enacted similar legislation in a relationships Service providers in each of the aforementioned bodies are being
effectively and efficiently utilised in maximising the South

billin 2003. It has effectively worked for over ayear. |know  aystralian awareness of economic development and penetration
that people in another place will say, ‘Sixty nine gay couples  of existing and potential export markets for goods and services
have accessed it and no carer—so, no people in relationships (such as education, training, tourism and surgical services and
other than gay relationships,’ to which | say, ‘Well, that is _Products); and o
fine. So, gay couples have made use of it; others have ndp) determine what changes should be made to the existing frame-
Should this house deny people a right just because initially
they do not choose to exercise it?’ | see on the wall— Most members would know that there are two such organs
Ms Thompson interjecting: established in South Australia not by force of any act of
Mr BRINDAL: Yes, that is exactly right. | note Joyce parliament but rather by administrative decision of executive
Steele staring down at us from on the wall. This housgovernment, and that they are both unique in the whole of
conferred a right that women could stand for parliament inAustralia. It is to the credit of this government that it saw the
1894. It took until 1959 for the people of South Australia tonecessity of expanding the role and function of such volun-
elect the first women. Even though a right was granted, thatary organisations assisting in the development of the
right could not be exercised for some 60 years. Itis not unfaieconomy by establishing the Export Council of South
to grant a right that might not immediately be taken up byAustralia and thereby organising industry by group, whether
huge numbers of people. it is the automotive parts industry (which had already

Mrs GERAGHTY secured the adjournment of the debate.
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organised itself), or the education industry (which had beguturns it into a confection without the addition of any sugar or
to do so). other preservatives, other than what the dried fruit has in it
On the one hand, with respect to automotive parts, we sea the time, by processes which are secret to his business. He
that it is exporting goods. On the other hand, with respect tis an outstanding example of what an entrepreneur can do to
the education industry, it exports services. There are numeadd value to what is a uniquely South Australian high-quality
ous other examples of industry bodies, or groups, that hayeroduct—much better, for instance, in terms of dried apricots
products in common, whether they be goods or serviceshan you would buy from our competitors on the world
which have chosen to give themselves greater critical masaarket such as Turkey.
by forming themselves into groups which can speak to But let me return to the structure of the organisation the
government at both the state level and the national level i€ouncil for International Trade and Commerce. The Liberal
advocating appropriate policy shift in a way which will government had three premiers which served that
enhance their effectiveness in providing their services tgovernment—or led it, whichever way you wish to put it: |
overseas buyers. prefer to refer to it as ‘service’, and so it should be, because
Exporting a service means that you can provide thathey are leaders and servants in that role, not bosses and
service within the boundaries of Australia—indeed, in thisdictators, as is the case with some people who have been
case we want to provide it within the boundaries of Souttpremier in this state from time to time. The important
Australia—or you can provide it offshore by sending yourdifference between what that government, the Liberal
expert trainers, educationalists and teachers or servigovernment under its three different premiers, did with
providers overseas to deliver the service to provide it. Anéxports of South Australian goods and services as distinct
they can be in the form of surgeons or surgical equipmentrom this government is that this government, initially under
they can be in the form of, say, teaching or providingthe direction of the Deputy Premier, set out, in a silly
educational equipment. But in the case of teaching andxercise, to remove the confidence of those 30-odd business
training, it is often more likely to be successful in earningcouncils and chambers of commerce by penny pinching.
export income for South Australia if the service is providedDamn it all, it does not cost even half a million dollars, but
here in South Australia. Certainly, the value added to ouit generates revenue in each year of its activities worth several
economy is greater than if the experts go and live in andiundreds of millions of dollars.
expend their money whilst living in another jurisdiction and  Last year, for instance, we managed to sell 10 000 places
deliver it there on a fee-for-service basis where the monein educational institutions in this state for overseas students
they obtain for the service they provide is less than the cosind they in turn not only brought their money to pay for their
of being there and delivering it. That is a net gain for ourfees but also brought their money to pay for their accommo-
economy. dation and entertainment; and they brought their parents and
What | have drawn attention to in the proposal to establislsome friends who also, as tourists, enjoyed our goods and
this select committee is the necessity to integrate what is dorservices here. That generates a lot of money, much of which
by the Council for International Trade and Commerce morés impossible to quantify by the chamber of commerce or
effectively than at present with what is done by the Exportbusiness council which initiates the work. Yet, foolishly, the
Council of South Australia. The pivotal role played by government sought to strip away a couple of hundred
Mr Nick Begakis between those two organisations needs tthousand dollars, or thereabouts, in grant funds from the
be recognised publicly, and | do so on behalf of all of us her&ouncil for International Trade and Commerce and, fortu-
today by making reference to his work. nately for me, | was able to stop that, at least in the first
But | want to go further than just recognising individuals couple of years, from occurring. But now it has been done:
and point out, if | may, something of the background to thethe grant money has been taken away and placed on the open
older and more established organisation called the Counaiharket to corporations.
for International Trade and Commerce of South Australia What we need to do is not encourage big business—which
which came into existence as a consequence of a paper whiehry often has shareholders in the main outside South
I wrote and presented to the Liberal Party room on more thaAustralia, so the profits are repatriated outside our econ-
one occasion. Like most of the papers | put to that party roonramy—but encourage our small business with specific grants.
whilst | was a member of it, it failed on the first occasion. ButBig business has the professional skill to prepare and present
| must say, to my great delight, following the arrival in this grant applications far more effectively than volunteers do.
parliament again, for his second term, of the premier who le&¥olunteers in the Council for International Trade and
the Liberal Party to victory in the 1993 election—and | mustCommerce in their respective chambers of commerce and
crave the indulgence of the house by referring to him bybusiness councils ought to be given, as volunteers, greater
name, the Hon. Dean Brown—he was successful in garneringncouragement than they are without any recompense for
support before the election, as Leader of the Opposition, faheir time, to organise those trade missions to countries like
the adoption of that policy. He, indeed, had in his mind, | amMexico, India, Korea or wherever else. At present, that can
sure from the conversations | have had with him, that such ao longer happen with anything like the same measure and
council was imperative, and he took the proposition andffectiveness as it was happening under the previous govern-
drove it. Mr John Clements was the first chairman of thament and in the early years of this government, because now
Council for International Trade and Commerce—and it hadt is open to all comers, and individual firms rather than
a faltering start but it, nonetheless, was effectively andndustries will get the benefit.
successfully established. It continued to grow apace after That is unfortunate, because it means that three or four
Mr John Clements had finished his term in office and wasndividual firms in one industry sector can soak up that small
followed, in fact, by Mr Nick Begakis. amount of money that would otherwise be available to them
Honourable members would know that Mr Begakisin a trade mission led not by the bosses, the CEOs within the
established a business called Bellis Fruit Bars, and that is d&irm, but rather by the office bearers of the business council
export success in itself because it takes pure dried fruit anor the chamber of commerce in question. A greater benefit
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and a greater measure of awareness of the benefits woutat enough away from the tropics to avoid the effects of high
penetrate the South Australian economy and inspire greatbumidity for sustained periods throughout the wet, which
entrepreneurship. occurs in the north of the country, to be able to grow those
The Council for International Trade and Commerce shouldrops that are prone to fungus diseases, in particular, that
also be encouraged to expand its operation to incorporate tlteme in consequence of those higher levels of atmospheric
Export Council of South Australia, where the industry groupshumidity called relative humidity. Equally, though, they have
were the columns—where we had the auto parts industry, tredequate areas of soil types which are admirably suited for
education industry, the poultry industry, and the fruit andcultivation.
vegetable industry on one axis of the matrix, and the Chinese More important than either of those two factors in making
chamber of commerce, the Malaysian chamber of commercsuch enterprises viable is the fact that they have their own
and the business council for Morocco in the rows on thdabours, which are sorely under-utilised at present, as there
matrix. Where auto parts being made in South Australia werare no real jobs for them. My awareness of this problem goes
being sought by the market in, say, India or Mexico, then alback in the first instance to the early 1960s upon leaving
the auto parts manufacturers could have been approached Bpseworthy, when | went for a look around, if you like,
the Mexican chamber of commerce and taken on a tradeefore | applied for and obtained a job in the department of
mission to an expo and convention in Mexico. That wouldagriculture as a quarantine officer. It struck me then that,
have achieved a far more effective penetration and benefboner or later, the people who lived there and had lived for
from the expenditure of the dollars put towards subsidisinghere for thousands upon thousands of years would want to
such trade missions out of South Australia, and it would haveecome part, as | saw it in those days, of the 20th century of
expanded the level of awareness. human society. The words ‘global village’ had not been
It is a shame on the government that it has knockedhvented, invoked or written at that time. That is what we
voluntary service providers in those professional organisarow have.
tions in favour of going for corporate big business where Sadly, more than 40 years since that time, as a society of
neither Robert de Crespigny nor the Premier and, morpeople in Australia, whilst accepting responsibility for
particularly, the Deputy Premier, understood what theeducation and making law and other things as a nation, we
Council for International Trade and Commerce was achievingpave still not provided the inspiration or the other essential
when they set out to undermine it and remove its minusculsupport to those people living on the Pitjantjatjara lands to
amounts of grant assistance funding. | commend the motioanable them to realise that they are living in the 21st century
to the house and trust that the select committee will giveind that, whilst they seek a greater variety of food than the
attention to those matters to which the motion refers, anfbod which is available to them from the native plants and the
come back with a better framework which is bipartisan andhative animals which they can harvest from the land, and
which is in the interests of all South Australians and the jobgrefer it and use welfare payments in the main to buy the
that can be created as a consequence of doing it in this moggeater proportion of their diet, they are not yet contributing
objective bipartisan fashion than is currently the case. to their own diet by producing the food they could easily
produce or to the marketplace of the world which would
Mrs GERAGHTY secured the adjournment of the debate generate for them far greater personal income levels than the
welfare payments they currently receive. In the process of

PITJANTIATJIARA LANDS, HYDROGEOLOGY engaging in the enterprises to which | refer, they would be
) ] able to obtain far greater levels of self-esteem and far greater
The Hon. I.P. LEWIS (Hammond): | move: hope that would flow from that self-esteem and a more

That this house establish a select committee to examine tr‘positive outlook on a sustainable, viable, vibrant, exciting

hydrogeology of the Pitjantjatjara Lands, and in particular to ;
determine the likely extent of underground water resources anfd‘nurﬁ’ Whlﬁh tt?ey do not f:ave artl.pLesent' Lo .
viability of using these for the production of high value crops which 1 hatis the biggest problem which successive inquiries by

can be sold within the domestic and export markets, and therehgarliamentary committees and other agents have found to be
create industries and jobs for the indigenous people on theithe cause of the malaise of the people living in those commu-
homelands. nities. That is, they do not have hope. They do not have the
| am aware, on the cursory examination that | have given toneans to obtain as individuals employment which would give
the recent aerial geophysical surveys that have been donetimem capital, should they choose to save it and, in turn having
the Pit lands and the Musgrave block, of the likely existenceaved it, borrow to get an even greater nest egg and invest it
of significant bodies of fresh water in the porous rockin an enterprise which will give them an income the same as
material below the surface—naturally: it is not in the airany other human being anywhere else.
above it—of a sufficiently fresh nature—that is, low enough  Look at a society like Korea, if you will. There are no
in salinity levels—to be suitable for sustainable irrigation.native title problems there because they are all natives. They
One of the ways in which we as a society seek to empoweare human beings, no more and no less than Aborigines are
our communities of indigenous people to become self-reliarttuman beings. If a society like Korea, which is homogeneous
should be to encourage them to grow more food, which theyo a far greater degree than the Pitjantjatjara lands are
consume themselves, but to do so on a scale, and to do Bomogeneous in culture and race, can do it, then of course it
using varieties and types of crops, that will not only satisfycan be done by the peoples in the communities in the
their own needs but also (at least as importantly) enable theRitjantjatjara lands. All we have to do is allow them to see the
to sell them through the export markets that are now availablbenefits which will come to them should they choose to take
to them as a consequence of building the Alicethose benefits and enjoy the fruits of their labour, metaphori-
Springs/Darwin railway link, if for no other reason. cally as well as literally.

Quite clearly they enjoy a unique climate in those lands However, we do not do that. We sit on our hands and say
which is different from anywhere else on earth where thereve must provide more money for their health because they
is adequate underground water for these purposes. They drave greater percentages of glaucoma bedevilling their
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population, and greater levels of substance abuse bedevillimisposal of those people, have a select committee, go there,
their population and ruining their lives, and greater levels ofome back and report and direct the bureaucrats as to what
other problems that are part and parcel of the pair of thosthey must do to discover those resources, and write the plan
two—in health, for instance, things like diabetes, and inin consultation with the people living in those communities,
substance abuse they get zonked out permanently. Theyhich will enable viable export-based enterprises to be
simply dissolve away the neurone capacity of their brains bgstablished within those lands on those resources by those
sniffing petrol, and that is the end of their ability, for the people who live there and who have a right to the same kind
duration of their life, to reason at the same level and examinef civilised existence that you and | have, the same kind of
and inquire into the problems they see in their lives asope that you and | have and the same kind of prospect for
individuals and as societies and solve those problems. We s#yeir children that we all have for ours living here.
too often with the mentality of welfare that what we should  There is a cost advantage there because the climate is
be doing is fixing their health and preventing their substanceetter and there is less risk of disease. There is a cost
abuse in the nature of the nanny state. Dammit, that is not tredvantage also because its proximity to the Darwin port,
solution! It will not solve the problems they have—never. connected by the new railway line, is better than ours. There
What they must be given the opportunity to do is byis less freight cost to get it from there to the point of embarka-
illustration and demonstration produce for themselves thosgon, FOB, whether on aeroplanes or on ships, off to its
commodities which they can sell and from which they can getarket. Indeed, there is a cost advantage there because you
an income far greater than they will ever be able to get frontan grow many of those crops 12 months of the year. Year
welfare sources and which we could ever be able to afford teound you can grow lettuces without risk of fungus or rot.
pay them from welfare sources. You can grow melons, tomatoes or, indeed, anything in that
The basic commodity that is missing is water, in thatcountry, as anyone who has lived there and had the water for
respect. So, where do you find it? Simply, where it has goneheir vegetable garden in their back yard has done.
into the underground aquifers where it is fresh enough when |t occurs to me that members would surely find it difficult
it is withdrawn to be used for the purposes that | suggesto do other than take this initiative and ensure that, by the
Equally, if not more importantly, using the water in that time we go to the next election, we have a bipartisan policy
fashion in a sustainable manner in the irrigation of cropshat defines the key, if you like, for the development of a
would also provide them with the small amount they wouldviable industry which will give jobs to a large number of the
require to enjoy the same levels of personal cleanliness angkople who work there and which will endure not just for the
hygiene which we can all enjoy and which it may not havenext decade but for the whole of the twenty-first century and
been necessary for them to seek in their indigenous lives faseyond. | commend the measure to the house.
the last tens of thousands of years but which it is now
essential that they do because, along with other people who Mrs GERAGHTY secured the adjournment of the debate.
came to this continent in the last 200 years, came the
diseases. VEGETABLE MANUFACTURERS
Your ancestors, Mr Deputy Speaker, and my ancestors
unwittingly, in their desire to make a better life for them- ~ The Hon. I.P. LEWIS (Hammond): | move:
selves than they could get for themselves and their children That this house establish a select committee to examine ways of
in the lands from which they came, brought with them thosdelping small South Austral_ian-ow_ned manufacturers of fresh, driec_i
diseases that had not been here in the indigenous populati(ﬁ‘?.d other value-added exotic and indigenous vegetables, herbs, spice
X . : ﬁ;]oduc_ts and essences by— _
That is what has created in some measure their health ",y jgentifying existing and potential markets for such products
problem. Equally, we brought with us the capacity to producef various styles in those countries, regions and sub-regions
and preserve a wider array of foods from the land than waslsewhere in the world in which these products are presently
enjoyed previously. Whether or not we had better health agon?)urged; . ir which this ind btain th
aconsequence is another matter, and you can argue the pits(iﬂ)(p grteg]?{rﬂq;]'lgg"gﬁ'tﬂ qu'gtr;“fn":m‘f\fé%ﬁggor canobtainthe
and toss on that. | think that there are very few people Who ¢y the application of appropriate rigour to the analysis of—
would enjoy the very narrow range of foodstuffs and their (i)  those markets;
preparation that the indigenous people had before the arrival (i) the existing and potential demand for each of these
of migrants in this country over the past 200 years. . Pproducts; )
We now pride ourselves on the enormous diversity of our  (iil)  types of packaging;
L . . L (iv) grading; and
cuisine e_md thg enjoyment of it, and |nd|gen9us people_, by (v)  pricing policies:
voting with their feet and their dollars, by their own choice which will maximise the penetration of South Australian vegetables,
have indicated that they want to join in. If that is the case, weerbs and spice products such as essences in those markets for South
must provide them with the means of doing it and we shouldustralian-based producers, whilst also ensuring and enhancing
not feel too precious about it. In doing that, we should therProfitability.
examine where those water resources are and present to tHaving been allowed to move the motion in a form different
government, from the report of a select committee, thdo that on theNotice Paper, | thank the house for its indul-
locations in which wells should be drilled so that tests can bgence. | wanted to use the different wording because it
made on the underground aquifers, detailing and outliningiccurred to me that otherwise the focus of attention would be
where it will be best to extract the water for the kinds oftoo narrow. The word | have used formerly as products does,
enterprises to which | have referred and for the healthywhen taken in the general context, provide the umbrella under
hygiene and benefit of the community at large at the samwhich all the value adding that could be undertaken is implied
time. to be examined, but without mentioning essences nobody
It is for that reason that today, before this parliament dieswould bother to think about the extent of the value adding.
| put to the house the idea that it ought to take by the scruff | hope a select committee is established by the house and
of the neck the responsibility for putting this resource at thehat in consequence of doing so we not just attempt as
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politicians to define these things ourselves but rather that the We should not have a society in which too many people,
select committee’s function and purpose in the firstinstancas happens at present, and has been our history, see them-
would be to go not to the overworked resources of PIRSA oselves as not having the power or the ability to become
Rural Solutions alone (that being the corporate arm of PIRSA&ntrepreneurs. We ought to be inspiring them to do so. What
that competes in the private marketplace, with other consubetter way than to provide the best scholars in our universities
tants, and so on), but, of at least equal if not more importanceyith challenges to apply the knowledge they have acquired
to the three South Australian universities and have them dim the course of their study to a real life practical situation,
the work, through their brighter students as honours papersuch as analysing the markets, determining the existing and
and so on, to examine and analyse the markets themselves ftential demand for the types of products in each of those
these commodities where they exist in the world and thenarkets and defining the types of packaging? It is silly to put
existing and potential demand for those commodities, and sihiese products into glass jars, stack the glass jars into heavily
on, as | have listed in paragraphs (i), (ii), (iii) and (iv), padded small boxes and stack those boxes on pallets that have
including pricing policies. to be tightly strapped together to stop them moving and

The great benefit is that it would incorporate and coordiPUMPIng each other and breaking, when the alternative is to
nate the activities of the Flinders University, which has arPut them in much cheaper, much more energy efficient small
economics faculty as well as international studies in businesSachets of plastic that are flexible so when they are bumped
marketing and politics, and they would discover conditiondNY do not burst. _ _
in the markets, that is, what laws affect the markets in the All Of that is not yet communicated to our students in
places to which the products could be sent. They would alsgniversities who are doing studies in international marketing
discover what cultural mores affect the markets, what kind§" Other such things, whether they be at Flinders University,

of products those markets in each case might be able to takg® University of South Australia or the University of
and, equally, the form in which they are packaged. Adelaide. It would not take us as a parliament a great deal of

. . ) i . effort to pass a proposition to establish a select committee

There are markets in Indonesia to which, believe it or notg g byt together the staff members of those universities in an

we could be selling, for instance, grape syrup. Instead ohteqgrated way that enabled them to inspire their students to

leaving the ruddy excess production of grapes on the Vinggye 5 greater interest in the entrepreneurial opportunities that
just because there is a glut of wine that can be made from thgte ayailable. It involves not just entrepreneurial opportuni-
variety of fruit, prior to this we should have been taking thejjas: it is to inspire their students who are students of
grapes off the vine and identifying where grape syrup can bgpemistry to examine what types of products could be
sold. I am talking not about juice but about the thick sugary,,qyced from the range of biological material, which can be

syrup of a kind which is already made by two smallbusinesgo\,\,n or produced very cost effectively here in South

ses in the Barossa that | know of and which is really soughhsiralia; whether itis dung in saltwater below the waves in

after because it is fructose and appeals to the people @l coastal waters, saltwater that is pumped from the shallow
Muslim cultur_e who do_ not drink alcohol but who nonethelesssg)ine ground aquifers that are salinating our soils in agri-
would use this syrup in the same way as they use dates apiyral areas, or freshwater which is obtained from catch-
other fruits with high levels of fructose in them. The flavour menis of rain on the surface in dams or which has been stored
of those syrups is like honey and is more appealing to thosgy patyre itself in the aquifers just below the surface where
people than honey itself. The cost of producing it, given thgpe rain has already soaked in. It does not matter. The chances
present shortage of honey on the world market as a result gke there.
the diseases to which | referred in the house as | recall it o, prospects for the development of such industries are
about six years ago which have bedevilled the bee populay) (o often being overlooked. We need not only to do that
tions of other places in the world and which we have alloweq, ; 5150 to devise a means by which the industries established
to go unabated here, sadly, would mean that they nonethelegsiis fashion then grade their product—not regulate what
would be quite pleased to get, at the same or slightly cheap@fe grade description shall be by subordinate legislation in the
prices, something like grape syrup. manner in which we did when | got my first job in the
This proposition is not just about grape syrup but alsadepartment of agriculture as a quarantine inspector and a fruit
about a range of oils that can be used in the aromaticsspector, be it dried fruit, fresh fruit, vegetables or plant
industry, whether for perfumes directly applied by peopleproducts of any kind. It should not be up to a government
who want to use a fragrance as part of their personal hygieremployee to decide whether or not something is up to
after washing thoroughly to prevent their presence from beingtandard in that respect. The industry itself, and the individual
unpleasant to those near to them, or for essential oils that cdinms within the industry, can use international standards by
be used in medication and a good many other products. W&aying in their proposals, which they can put before the
do not know, and as politicians we cannot sensibly debaténdependent auditing committee, what they will do. They
which or t'other it ought to be, but as politicians our duty is would write down that plan. ‘This is what we will do and this
to devise the way in which the talents of the society we seels what we say we will do,” and then go ahead and do what
to lead through policy decisions are properly integrated to théney say when they are going to grow a crop of sesame,
best and most prosperous outcomes for everybody living ionions or sea lettuce or any other such crop: say what you
South Australia in this instance. If we do not do it, who will? will do and then do what you say, and invite an independent
We need to provide some signposts for entrepreneuriauditor to come to check you randomly in order to ensure that
interests to follow and in doing so inspire some of thoseyou have done exactly that.
people who could be entrepreneurial in their careers to so Then we will have the appropriate grading approach. It
become entrepreneurial rather than focus their attention in lifdoes not mean that is the only approach, but it is not a bad
upon a career as a paid servant from the day they finish whahe to adopt in relation to both native vegetables and fruits,
they call their education to the day they finish their work life as well as exotic—which means it is introduced. If it is an
and go into retirement. animal it is feral; if it is a plant it is exotic. The two words
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mean the same as they apply to species that have beenThe government proposes, over the next five years,
imported into an ecosystem in which they did not occumprimarily to focus on maintenance, upgrades and new
naturally. Therefore, | use those words quite deliberately—building works prioritised around the following principles (as
exotic meaning lettuces which did not grow in this countrypublished on page 73):

before and which are now here. They are an exotic plantin  5551ving maintenance expenditure to the highest priority tasks;
Australia. Indigenous muntries, for instance, are here by dint refreshing schools’ infrastructure where the need arises with
of the fact that they evolved here; and the herbs and spices funding parameters due to the changing school populations; and
likewise. - replacing ageing relocatable infrastructure with modern facilities.

Some of the naturally occurring peppers, indeed, arghose statements were most inspiring, and | was pleased to
greater in quantity yield per unit area than the pepper, whichaaq them. | noticed in the financial papers as provided in the
is a native of the so-called spice islands and which most gf,qgets of this government that, in 2002-03, the value of
us eat, and | believe they are superior in favour; yet we do nqhese assets (that is, the value of the land and improvements,
use them—and we do not use them simply because it was ngbing our public schools across the state, essentially) is
our parents’ custom and we were not fed upon themgy 583 pillion. However, it is disappointing to note that by
However, 20 and 30 generations ago it was not our parentspp4.-o5 the estimated asset pool had plummeted $25 million
custom to use those spices, anyway, because they had Rglg1 558 pillion. These are the state-owned assets for which
been imported to Europe whence most of us came. Thepe government is responsible. That is very concerning in
arrived there only in the last few hundred years prior tgjself given that land alone has skyrocketed in value, yet we

migration to the shores of this continent of those people in thgeem to have an asset which, within two years, has plummet-
main who are the forebears of ourselves here in thigq in value some $25 million.

parliament. . ) It did concern me, and it is very important that, if the
Hence, the reason for my saying that we should be looking o\ ernment is going to fulfil this objective (which, it says, is
at those things and inviting people, who have done studies if) pe 3 focus over the next five years), we determine how we
applied mathematics or quantitative methods of appraising,ight remedy the plummeting in the value of the assets of the
these things, to examine pricing policies; and enable thos§aqpe of South Australia, but also how we might ensure that
entrepreneurs who go into the business to understand how {a, have sufficient material to be able to adopt the principles
set the price of what they have produced before they attempia; even the government suggests is to be prioritised. | felt

to sell. Price which is established on the basis of cost plug important that we look at how we inform ourselves in terms
margin is a primitive way of doing it. Itis better to establish 4 te transparency of this information.

a price on the basis of what the market will stand. That
enhances the rate at which you can service capital and, by 99
doing, aggregate it at a more rapid rate. The market price IS,

what you should seek, rather than a price which ensures the[ ;o) (| AMS). The web site details every school site and
you simply survive. includes detail of the current backlog and life-cycle costs of
You want to succeed, and the faster you can grow youg,c site, This is important data, because it details not only
business and the economy in which your business operatgg, |ife expectancy but also the backlog for every site on a
the better off you are. And that is the reason for my listing all e by year basis (usually stretching out to 2009) and the
those things to which I believe the select committee shouldy 65 of funds that are required. They have maps of the areas

direct i'gs attentior} when itis examining those commoditi_e%f the schools. They have considerable detail in relation to
and using the skills of our students to provide the advicg ;. of the sites. and that was very important.

necessary to establish the industries. However, on inquiring of the Department for Administra-
Mrs GERAGHTY secured the adjournment of the debate 1V€ @nd Information Services | found that this information
will not be available shortly because it is already not updating
that material and it will take it off the whole system. Of
EDUCATION (GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS ASSETS course, | inquired as to what the replacement would be. | was

REGISTER) AMENDMENT BILL advised that they would be introducing the new data base of
Ms CHAPMAN (Bragg) obtained leave and introduced SAMIS (Strategic Asset Management Information System),

a bill for an act to amend the Education Act 1972. Read afirs‘f"hich .had been apprpved and WhiCh | think was to be
time. operational from 4 April, and that this new data base would

. . replace BLAMS.
Ms CHAPMAN: | move: . .
sC ove However, here is the catch: that we cannot look at it any

That this bill be now read a second time. more. Members of the public are not allowed to know what
| have pleasure in introducing this bill today to amend thes in it any more. We were told that it would only be acces-
Education Act 1972. | am disappointed in many ways that wesible by a code and with the permission of the Department of
are not doing some major reform in relation to the Educatioreducation and Children’s Services. Apparently the depart-
Act 1972, as that legislation is now more than 30 years ofment’s justifications are that this will not be available to the
age. In March this year, when it introduced its Infrastructurgpublic because of ‘the sensitivity of the data’ and that how
Strategic Plan to this parliament and published it to the peoplmuch is being spent is risky information. | suggest to the
of South Australia, | was interested to read the government’Bouse that all that is quite alarming. It seems to me to be very
future plans for infrastructure in the Department for Educaimportant that this situation is turned around immediately.
tion and Children’s Services. That department currently ha¥ve do not need to change the web site and the new system
two million square metres of accommodation, a currenthat is now available, but we do need to ensure that this
replacement value of approximately $3.12 billion and ainformation is accessible to the public for the very reason that
written-down value of $1.6 billion. we all need to know the condition of the infrastructure for the

| found to my delight, at least, that the Department of
ministrative and Information Services (DAIS) has a web
te detailing the Building and Land Asset Management
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purpose of prioritising the maintenance, repair, improvemerfurther in his report he went on to say:

and replacement of that infrastructure. ... substandard conditions in which teaching and learning are

This is a bill to amend the Education Act 1972 by being attempted.
particularly requiring the Chief Executive Officer of the Clearly he identified that there was a massive backlog in that
Department of Education and Children’s Services to keep gtate. There is no reason to doubt that there is a massive
register of government school status reports and governmephcklog in this state. | do not know whether the government
school building plans that are made available for publithas done a specific report on it. The fact that it trots out
inspection free of charge on the web site. First, for thejifferent figures suggests to me that it has not. However, we
purposes of this legislation the status reports are defined agcept the fact that there is a major demand for maintenance
including particulars of government assets of each school anghd a major need for governments across the country to
the state of repair and identifying how they are assessedddress it. Clearly, if we are to do this in an organised and
assessment of the work needed to be carried out; assessmg{it manner, it must be done in a totally transparent way. It
of the progress of such work; the amount expended in eadB also important to remember that the independent and
year; and particulars of the amount needed for urgentatholic sectors of education in South Australia, which | have
maintenance. visited on many occasions, have fine infrastructure. We are

Secondly, school building plans should be defined a#n a situation where unfortunately many of our public schools
including the particulars of work to be carried out, estimatecare far below the standard enjoyed in other sectors, and it is
time frame and estimated cost, as well as estimated cost far factor which reflects on the fact that we lose nearly
each year. Further, under this bill the Chief Executive Officer2 000 children a year from the public school system to the
would be required to submit to the minister, and the ministetow-fee independent and Catholic sectors. That is no criticism
to the parliament in the annual report each year (which isf the latter sectors, but it means that we, and this government
already required), a copy of each of the school’s status repoirt particular, need to get our act together in relation to
and each school’s building plan, as well as its materials angovernment schools.
services charges (which under section 106A are already So, what does this government do? On the one hand, it
included in the annual report). We would be asking for thisasks the parliament and the people of South Australia to
information to be available to the public free of charge on theaccept that it is an open and transparent government. On the
web site, delivered to the minister and the minister to thissther hand, it withdraws the right for any of us even to know
house, and therefore to the people of South Australia everabout this information. It is taking it off the web site. It has
yeatr. not been updated for the last year under the BLAMS arrange-

Section 14 of the Education Act currently provides that thement and by the end of May, we are told, it will all be off
minister tables the annual report in the parliament based dpecause the new system is in operation. But, of course, this
the preceding calendar year for the Department of Educatiois a new secret situation and we are not allowed to know
and Children’s Services. The additional requirements woul@bout it. How can we possibly make any assessment about the
ensure that the compulsory register is available to the publigovernment’s priorities that it claims to have in its published
and is disclosed annually. The outstanding maintenance dmfrastructure report if we do not have that? So | ask the
backlog in government schools curiously has been variegarliament to support this initiative to ensure that we have
between ministers for education whom we have had in thigccess to this information and we as members of parliament
government. It has been described as $300 million an#now where the priorities are in our own electorates so that
$250 million. Perhaps they do not know what it is, but, in anywe can put submissions to those in government who make
event, it is clearly a lot. decisions in relation to the funding.

In any event, it is something that they frequently trot out | notice in the very breath of the government claiming that
as a figure that has been building up for a long time, in thaif is transparent that our Minister for Education on 12 May
it has accumulated during previous regimes and it is somdssued a joint statement with other ministers of education
thing that they have to deal with. | place on the record myacross the country calling for progress reporting on school
appreciation to ministers Lucas and Buckby who, under théesourcing in relation to the federal government. The minister
previous government, made an outstanding and unprecedefgid:
ed contribution to the rebuilding of the infrastructure of our  We recognise the need for transparency and the value of
schools, along with capital works in the IT area. Howevermeaningful comparisons of resourcing and expenditure level on
unquestionably there has been an accumulation becausegdent education across states, territories and sectors.
many of our schools were built during the 1950s through td ask the minister, consistent with that, to support this motion
the 1970s when we had booming populations. Clearly thegnd to ensure that the SAMIS web site is open and available
have an expiry date—and so many of them must be reachirtg the people of South Australia and, if she does not, whether
their expiry date. she will highlight the hypocrisy of the government in moving

New South Wales had to look at this issue. They hado end the transparency of this information when she demands
backlogs of billions of dollars. Interestingly, a report this in relation to inquiries of the federal government. With
provided by Professor Tony Vincent to the New South Waleghat contribution, | call on the house to support this bill.

government pointed out a number of things, which | high- .
light. He said: Mrs GERAGHTY secured the adjournment of the debate.

Buildings impact upon human life in ways that range from purely
functional to the aesthetic—important for a satisfying and productive PARKLANDS

life within the school particularly. Mr HANNA (Mitchell): | move:

He further said: That this house establish a Select Committee to examine and
Maintenance and refurbishment of the education estate has beegport upon how best to protect the Adelaide Parklands as land for
neglected and fitfully managed. public benefit, recreation and enjoyment, including—
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(a) desirable protective measures to ensure the continuingroper protection of the Adelaide Parklands. | therefore

availability of land for public recreational purpose; commend the motion to establish a select committee into the
(b) arrangements for management responsibility and accountaygelaide Parklands to the house
bility; '

c) the desirability of legislative protection and the form of . . .
© legislation, if g)nside?ed necegsary; Ms CICCARELLO (Norwood): | will just speak briefly

(d) the impact and feasibility of seeking to list the Adelaide {0 the motion. | think that this motion totally ignores the
Parklands on the World Heritage List; and efforts by this government in undertaking extensive public
(e) any other related matter; consultation on this very matter in response to its 10-point
and that the Committee be entitled to incorporate that evidencparklands election platform. The consultation was initiated
ggar‘l’('lc;‘fclé %ittg%rlidhgé tiﬁ%%@gifﬁﬁﬁé?n%ﬁ?mee on the Adelaidg,, the release of a paper in January 2003, Managing Light's
Vision: Options for the Management of Adelaide’s Parklands.
The Adelaide Parklands are a treasure and open to all Soutthe paper and consultation process was overseen by an
Australians to enjoy. There is some controversy, howevelzdelaide Parklands management working group which
about continuing developments in relation to them. Over th@onsisted of representatives of the community, Adelaide City
last 150 years the area around the Torrens has been progressuncil and the Department for Environment and Heritage.
sively developed. We are very thankful that the ring ofFollowing an analysis of the public consultation, the working
Parklands around the city square has been largely pregoup presented a report and recommendations to the
served—and, indeed, there are some positive aspects of trggnister for Environment and Conservation and the Adelaide
plantings and developments which are conducive to continuedity Council in July 2003. This has led to the government
public enjoyment. However, there has also been considerablgorking cooperatively with the council to develop a new
alienation of the Parklands and, on one view, that is a breagBgislative framework for overseeing the management of the
of trust because the Parklands were put there for the enjoydelaide Parklands. The proposed new legislation has also
ment of all South Australians. been publicly consulted on with the release of the draft
The issue was dealt with in the previous parliameniadelaide City Parklands Bill 2005 on 9 March 2005. This
through a select committee. The select committee in the 49idiraft legislation is currently being reviewed in light of that
parliament had substantially the same terms as those | hagensultation and will, in due course, be submitted to the
put forward as terms of reference for this select committeeparliament for debate.
Clearly, the terms of reference which stand out are the review There has been much discussion on the protection of the
of protective measures—because there is a doubt about tpgrklands, as the member for Mitchell has already alluded to,
continuing availability of some of the Parklands for recrea-ith a previous select committee, of which | was a member,
tional purposes; there is an issue about the most appropriadtong with the Hon. Stephanie Key, the Hon. Dorothy Kotz,
arrangements for management responsibility and accountand also the Hon. Graham Ingerson. That ceased at the time
bility; and there is a real possibility of our Parklands beingof the last election as well as debate over the previous
listed as having world heritage significance. Indeed, | angovernment's bill. Taken together with the recent public
aware that a world heritage nomination is currently inconsultation on management options and the proposed new
existence. legislation which will be before the house for debate when it
| note that there was a 2003 discussion paper whicls finalised, there is no need to spend further time and
prompted many public submissions and, indeed, it is worthesources of this parliament on a parallel exercise. The
noting that most of those public submissions favoured a trugjovernment has consulted and worked hard with the Adelaide
concept for the Adelaide Parklands rather than handing themity Council, the various interest groups, and the general
over to any particular level of government for administrativepublic to develop a workable model for the future manage-
or bureaucratic management. There needs to be a recognitiafent and protection of the Adelaide Parklands. Consequently,
at the most profound level in our legal system of the gift ofMadam Acting Speaker, | think this motion should be
the Parklands to the people of South Australia. opposed.
How we go about ensuring the continued availability of
the Parklands is, then, a very live issue and all the more so Dr MCFETRIDGE secured the adjournment of the
when issues of heritage and preservation of our past afebate.
contentious public issues today, both in respect of built form
as well as items of significance in our natural environment EQUAL OPPORTUNITY (GENETIC
and in our cultivated open spaces. So, it is timely that this IMPAIRMENT) AMENDMENT BILL
committee be set up. Itis, in a sense, a continuance of the .
work of the 2001 co?nmittee. Itis to be noted that the 2001 Of MCFETRIDGE (Morphett) obtained leave and

committee never reported. It took a lot of evidence and th troduced a bill to amend the Equal Opportunity Act 1984.

evidence is locked away at present, and that is disrespectf! ead a first time.
Dr McFETRIDGE: | move:

to those many people who put in submissions.
So, there is the aspect of the motion that | have moved That this bill be now read a second time.
which says that that evidence previously gathered throughhis bill seeks to prevent discrimination in employment, life
public submissions, and expert views and the like should bisurance, mortgage insurance, workers’ compensation,
available for the scrutiny and review of the committeesuperannuation and other areas on the basis of genetic
members in respect of this proposed select committee. limformation received through undertaking a genetic test. Itis
December 2000, the Hon. Mike Rann, as opposition leadeglready unlawful to discriminate on the basis of sex, sexuali-
declared that people wanted the Parklands protected and thgt marital status, pregnancy, race, impairment or age and,
legislation should fix this by March 2001. That legislation hagust as we have addressed discrimination on these grounds,
never appeared under either the Labor or Liberal governaye must prevent social ostracism and discrimination based
ments. It is now 2005, and we have waited far too long foron genotype and genetic information.
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At the heart of any discrimination lies difference. We all genetic underclass of people who are branded as unfit for
have different genes, and we are all predisposed to somemployment although they have no illness. Employers and
thing, but what gives one individual a certain set of genes igovernments may indeed use genetic information to positive-
the question. What gives a company or a government thly discriminate by seeking out employees or those who are
right to make decisions on your life based on your genes@onsidered to possess desirable traits. The sports industry
Recent advances in genetic technology have made it possibigay do likewise, seeking out those who have desirable,
to learn which genes we carry in our genetic code. Genetigenetically determined athletic qualities rather than those who
tests have the ability to tell whether an individual has gprove themselves on merit.
mutation that causes disease or a mutation that predisposesAs technological advances continue, links between genes
an individual to disease or cancer (for example, Huntington'aind characteristics such as criminality, intelligence or race
disease, heart disease, colon cancer or, particularly, breagill continue to be important factors. Do we want those in a
cancer). position of power to use this information against us? Will

Genetic information can be enormously valuable tothose of us with a convict history be blamed or characterised
patients and healthcare providers as it can lead to earlyecause of our ancestors’ criminal traits? Will those of a
detection, intervention and prevention of many commortertain racial descent be unfairly labelled as unintelligent?
diseases. There are hundreds of genetic tests available andll we be denied or only accepted for government welfare
this is increasing. In time, we will have a whole range of newpayments if we can prove Aboriginal ancestry? Will immi-
preventive interventions to help individuals decrease theigration spouse visas only be granted on a DNA test? Should
disease risks. For some genetic conditions, individuals whemployers or potential employers have access to intimate
receive a positive genetic test could increase their medic#lealth information of employees or, indeed, applicants?
monitoring or minimise their exposure to certain contributing  Currently there are no constraints under existing law to
factors, yet privacy and confidentiality concerns and theyrotect those who may become vulnerable and there is
threat of discrimination in employment, life insurance, potential for firms, businesses, industry and government to
mortgage insurance, workers’ compensation, superannuati@hare information and threaten our privacy. Future employers
and other areas often deter individuals from using genetighay use large-scale testing where the motive is simply to
technology to improve their health or to participate in clinicalsecure as healthy a work force as possible, try to reduce sick
trials and research. Genetic discrimination and the fear deave and to maximise profitability and returns to sharehold-
potential discrimination based on personal genetic informaers. Should employees be compelled to take tests, particularly
tion affects both society’s ability to use new genetic technoloif they do not want to know about future onset conditions?
gies to improve human health and the ability to conduct th&hould tests be made a precondition of employment, for
very research we need to understand, treat and preveagquiring a position, promotion or advantage in employment?
genetic-based diseases. _ This is what the New South Wales Anti-discrimination

There is also growing community concern that employergoard stated in its submission to the Australian Law Reform
and insurance companies may begin to routinely test indicommission on the protection of human genetic information:
viduals for genetic predisposition towards diseases. Employ- There has been a considerable increase in job mobility in recent

ers should not be tempted to deny any individual a joRyecades, therefore it is an increasingly unrealistic expectation that
because of a person’s genetic profile or genotype. Insuran@eople will remain with the same employer for an extended period

companies should not use this information to deny arpf time. Accordingly, it is unfair for employers to be able to

it ; ; jscriminate on the basis of a person’s capacity to do the job which
application for coverage or charge excessive premiums. T%ay not arise for many years, and indeed which may not arise at all.

deny employment or insurance to a healthy person based on o o
a predisposition to, say, cancer or heart disease violates oHited States geneticist David King has stated:
fundamental belief in equal treatment and individual merit.  In the 1970s [in the US] many carriers for the gene sickle cell

Discrimination should not occur against an individual or theanaemia were excluded from the US Air Force and from the Du Pont

. P p . .chemical company. The pretext was that they were hyper-susceptible
family of the individual who undergoes medical genetic,, chomicais or likely to collapse at high altitude. In fact, people with

testing to improve his or her health but receives a positive tegjnly one copy of the sickle cell gene are perfectly healthy but the
result. Predictive genetic information in the absence of aliscrimination was allowed to continue for years. Undoubtedly this

diagnosis related to a condition or disease should not bewas because the majority of sickle cell carriers are African
basis for discrimination. Genetic information is sensitive and*™Mericans.
is having an increasing impact on society. Genetics i turn now to discrimination in insurance and the finance
associated with family history, race, ethnicity and sex, andndustry. Genetic test information does not give rise to
should therefore be treated in the same manner in owtiscrimination in our healthcare system nor the health
legislation. industry because of our universal public health system
Current research results have not yet been published of tiledicare) and the fact that we have a community rating
Australian empirical study into genetic discrimination by thesystem whereby private insurance cannot deny health cover
University of Tasmania (by Otowski, Taylor and Barlow- to a person on the basis of his or her medical history (the
Stewart). Itis a three-year study that will examine the naturdational Health Act 1953). However, there is evidence that
and extent of genetic discrimination across perspectives @fiscrimination is occurring in other areas of insurance such
consumers, third parties and the legal system and will analysss life, disability and income protection insurance, hence the
the social and legal dimensions. It will be interesting to looksuperannuation and finance industry.
at that research and the potential uses that research could beDoes this industry have the right to discriminate against
put to. an individual because of the results of a genetic test?
Genetic discrimination in employment is a big issue.Currently an individual has a legal obligation, a duty, to
Employers may currently use genetic information to unfairlydisclose to an insurer, before the contract of insurance is
discriminate against employees or job applicants, and that entered into, every matter known to the insured or that a
the current situation. Genetic discrimination could lead to aeasonable person in the circumstances could be expected to
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know. Does this include the results of a genetic test? Howgenetic testing services for the benefit of members of the
ever, an insurance company cannot discriminate on theublic. Read a first time.

provision of a good or service. Therefore higher premium Dr McFETRIDGE: | move:

rates can be charged for those with a positive genetic test 1,4t this bill be now read a second time.

result or an insurance policy can be refused to an individual,, . . . . .
Insurance companies have been using familial medical his bill supersedes my previous private member’s bill, the

history as part of the application process for a long time nowS€ne Testing Services (Public Availability) Bill 2003, which
However, insurers have a legal obligation to inform thelapsed. With the current publicity about the extent of breast

insurance company of the genetic test result which may affe@&NCer amongst Australian women and, indeed, many other
their ability to be insured. preventative diseases that have a family history, it is timely

to introduce this bill. This bill seeks to ensure that human
enetic testing continues to remain accessible and affordable
all members of the South Australian public at community
because they were denied life insurance. An individual magccePtable standards in the future. Each of us would personal-
be healthy and working full time but, because of a predisposiy know someone who has been affected by a d_|sease suchas
tion to a disease which may or may not occur in later Iife,b.reaSt cancer. Lives can .be §aved because, in many cases,
they may be rejected for insurance and a home loan. Lawy seases that have a family history have the potent!al to be.
David Keayes has argued: etected ear_ly and_treated beca_use o_f the advances in genetic
Itis illegal under the Racial Discrimination Act to discriminate technology, in particular, genetic testing. -
against people of Aboriginal descent in insurance and the statistics lt.WOUId be a Sha.me to see such preventative hgalth
are quite horrifying, but it's perhaps indicting on our society thatServices cease to exist because of our lack of foresight.
people of indigenous origin in Australia suffer much greater healtiMedical genetic services incorporate many preventative
problems and they live for a much shorter period of time. Buthealth care measures that have the potential to provide great
nonetheless, insurers can't discriminate against them. future economic savings to the state health budget if integrat-
Why should insurers or anyone in our society be able ted into mainstream health care services. In South Australia,
discriminate against someone because of their background+tkrough the public hospital system we currently provide
racial or cultural, or genetic impairment or disability? genetic tests for a large number of adult onset diseases as well
Fear discourages people from taking action about theids inherited and congenital genetic errors. The South
health. People may be discouraged from participating iftustralian statewide clinical genetic testing program, which
broad screening programs or having preventative healtprovides genetic testing, counselling and advice, is funded at
undertaken that relies upon a predictive genetic test; fojust over $1 million annually.
example, breast cancer screening to individuals who have Genetic testing has the potential to impact across almost
been identified as having the BRCA1 and BRCA2 geneevery known human disease. Genes have been found for
Health professionals are worried that people are denyinghany conditions such as familial cancers (breast, ovarian,
themselves important preventative health measures such postate and bowel); skin cancer; stroke and heart disease;
access to surveillance and screening because of the fedlV; cystic fibrosis; asthma and many other diseases. | refer
factor. Genetic testing is an important preventative healtheaders oHansard to Wednesday 22 October 2003, where
measure. Itis here to stay and the technology is growing, butly second reading explanation for my previous bill was
it also allows people who are at higher risk of certain diseasgsrinted. Rather than hold up the house any longer, | ask that
to be isolated and excluded or discriminated against. those interested in this area refer to that date and to the Gene
If individuals are denied insurance and cannot buy a homéesting Services (Public Availability) Bill that lapsed, as |
because, due to no fault of their own, because of their genetiaid before.
predisposition, we are creating a genetic underclass, their Ninety-five per cent of the DNA of every creature on earth
employers have the ability to discriminate against them, theihas already been patented, including many of the genes that
opportunities may be limited and, of course, genetic informaaffect human disease. The most publicised and controversial
tion and these problems are passed from one generation o these genes (which have been patented by Myriad
another. It is a form of racism. We do not tolerate racism sdsenetics) are the BRCA1 and BRCA2 genes that predispose
why should we tolerate geneticism? As in the movie, we aréamilies to breast, ovarian and prostate cancers. In the United
moving towards a Brave New World, where we are headingtates, Myriad Genetics charges patients $5 000 per test.
towards Gattica, where someone’s opportunities are limite@atent enforcement has occurred in the United States and has
by their DNA. commenced in Europe, Canada and New Zealand. It is only
This is something that | would hate to see happen and thig matter of time before patent enforcement occurs in Aust-
is why 1 am moving this bill. | seek the support of the houseralia. Health care should not be a matter of wealth.
in moving this bill. It is a very important issue that is not  In South Australia, the costs of enforced patient licence
going to go away and, as Parliamentary Counsel said, this fees would exceed current funding for clinical genetic
probably one of the mostimportant pieces of legislation thaservices. This would result in a freeze of all clinical genetic
has been before this house for a number of years. | urge thesting services and impact upon all DNA and diagnostic
house to support the bill. work that is currently being done in public hospitals,
Mrs GERAGHTY secured the adjournment of the debate universities and research laboratories. Whilst recognising that
this is an issue for the federal government to address (and
HUMAN GENETIC TESTING SERVICES (PUBLIC indeed we are awaiting the federal government’s implementa-
AVAILABILITY) BILL tion of the Australian Law Reform Commission recommen-
dations), the imposition of substantial licence fees to
Dr McFETRIDGE (Morphett) obtained leave and undertake genetic testing would be borne by individual state
introduced a bill for an act to promote the provision of governments and, most likely, passed on to patients.

It is not just about getting a life insurance policy or
income protection insurance. There are cases where individ
als have applied for a home loan and have been reject
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Most patients would find the cost of a preventative healththank the Liberal opposition for its help in bringing in these
measure such as a simple genetic blood test, at approximateijianges.
$5 000 in today’s terms, prohibitive. This billis notamoney  Motion carried.
bill. It seeks to:
(@) raise community awareness of medical genetic NARACOORTE TOWN SQUARE BILL
services in South Australia,;

(b) allow patients to continue to receive affordable 1h€ Legislative Council agreed to the bill with the
quality preventative health care; and amendment indicated by the following schedule, to which

(c) ensure that the minister is answerable to parliamerﬁ‘mendmem the Legislative Council desires the concurrence

and the public about decisions made for genetic testingf the House of Assembly:
services. No.1l. Page 3, after line 23 (clause 4)—After line 23 insert:

; ; P (3) The Minister may, in connection with the operation of
The most important thing we need to know about this issue, <2 .- (1) and (2)—

as I haVe Sa|d in the Other b|”5 | haVe Intl’Oduced on genetIC (a) determine that particu|ar classes of pub“c works
testing, is that this is an area that is going to get bigger and within the ambit of subsection (1) need not be subject to
bigger, more and more cumbersome and more and more the operation of subsection (2);

(b) determine that particular public works within the

Compllgated. . ambit of subsection (1)(d) may not be undertaken,
Itis time that the public were aware of the consequences  (and any such determination will have effect according to its

of genetic testing, the availability of genetic testing, the terms).

consequences of those tests, the potential traps for those who consideration in committee.

are having genetic tests and, certainly, the potential oppor- The Hon. R.J. McCEWEN: | move:
tunities. | ask that the house support this bill.

; That the Legislative Council’s amendment be agreed to.
Mrs GERAGHTY secured the adjournment of the debate gisiative tounci 9

This was a minor amendment discussed between me and the

[ Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m.] member for MacKillop, who asked me in a bipartisan way,
on behalf of the Naracoorte Lucindale Council, to amend this
CRIMINAL ASSETS CONFISCATION BILL trust deed.

Mr Scalzi interjecting:
The Legislative Council agreed to the bill with the  The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mrs Geraghty). Order, the
amendments indicated by the following schedule, to whichmember for Hartley!
amendments the Legislative Council desires the concurrence The Hon. R.J. MCEWEN: The amendment adds a little

of the House of Assembly: flexibility to what would on consideration have been a
No.1. Page 14, line 18 (clause 3)—Delete ‘,33(2)". difficult set of circumstances we would have created for
No.2. Page 30, line 3 (clause 34)—Delete ‘section 24’ andourselves in amending the original Naracoorte Town Square

substitute ‘section 24(1)(a) or (b)'. Bill, and | commend the amendment to the committee.

No.3. Page 30, lines 14 and 15 (clause 34)—Delete ‘to which  Motion carried.
section 24(1)(a) or (b) applied". ‘ _
sec’t\ilgh4é4lz)£a)%§)%%r)liir:a‘ass’. 20 and 21 (clause 34)—Delete ‘to which JOINT PARE'SMEAII\];?I;; SERVICE
Consideration in committee.
The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: | move: The Legislative Council informed the house that pursuant
That the Legislative Council’s amendments be agreed to. to section 5 of the act it had appointed the Hon. J.M. Gazzola

| so move because of my reverence for the other place. Iftr;g be the alternate member to the President (Hon. R.R.

other place sends amendments to our legislation, | alway3°Perts)-
ive them due consideration because of my respect for Her
%/Iajesty’s opposition and for the minor partie)é andplndepend- OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PRACTICE BILL
ents. | am happy to legislate cooperatively an_d, th(_arefore, The Hon. R.J. MCEWEN (Minister for Agriculture,
regarding these suggested amendments, their having beggoq and Fisheriesipbtained leave and introduced a bill for
made by the other place, | am pleased to urge the House gf, ¢t to protect the health and safety of the public by
Assembly, the people’s house, to accept these changes so Il iding for the registration of occupational therapists and
the law can be changed as swiftly as possible. | express mMyecpational therapy students; to regulate the provision of
gratitude to the Liberal Party for agreeing to our reforms Qyccy yational therapy for the purpose of maintaining high
criminal assets confiscation and for overcoming the opposisiandards of competence and conduct by the persons who

tion of the Australian Democrats. It is always red letter da_y rovide it; to repeal the Occupational Therapists Act 1974;
when the Labor Party and the Liberal Party cooperate iRnq for other purposes. Read a first time.

zzi?gﬁlgnt%eeﬁvggrgzghis state against the opposition of the 1he Hon. R.J. MCEWEN: | move:
The principle of this bill is that criminal assets confis- Thatthis bill be now read a second t'n?e' o
cation should not be dependent on obtaining a conviction, tha€€ek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted
is, on the prosecution case prevailing beyond reasonablB Hansard without my reading it.
doubt. The Australian Law Reform Commission took the Legvg g.ranted. _ _
view, in its report on criminal assets confiscation, that the an%'s BI][I is one IOf_a rS]umtl?‘le)Z\OftBllll's bf_l&lgtﬂrafted to relgt_llfite
confiscation of assets should proceed where it could b@ealth proressionals in south Australia. Like the previously Intro-
established before a court thatpreal estate, cash and ot ycedpodiatry Practice Bill 2004, thePhysiotherapy Practice Bill
! 05 and theChiropractic and Osteopathy Practice Bill 2005, the

property were the proceeds of crime or used in the commisaccupational Therapy Practice Bill 2005 is based on thi/ledical
sion of a crime. It is that principle that has prevailed, and IPractice Act 2004. This Bill is therefore very similar to thieledical
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Practice Act 2005 and the provisions are again largely familiar to the any concerns it may have arising out of the information provided to
House. it.

The Occupational Therapy Practice Bill 2005 replaces the While the Board will have responsibility for developing codes
Occupational Therapists Act 1974. Consistent with the Govern- of conduct for services providers, the Minister will need to approve
ment's commitment to protecting the health and safety of consumerthiese codes, to ensure that they do not limit competition, thereby
the long title of theOccupational Therapy Practice Bill states that undermining the intent of this legislation. It also gives the Minister
it is a Bill for an Act‘to protect the health and safety of the public some oversight of the standards that relates to both services providers
by providing for the registration of occupational therapists andand the profession.
occupational therapy students...”. At the outset it is made clear that Similar to theMedical Practice Act, this Bill deals with the
the primary aim of the legislation is the protection of the health andnedical fitness of registered persons and applicants for registration
safety of the public, and that the registration of occupationaknd requires that where possible a determination is made of a
therapists is a key mechanism by which this is achieved. person’s fitness to provide occupational therapy, regard is given to

The current Act was reviewed in line with the requirements ofthe person’s ability to provide occupational therapy without endan-
the National Competition Policy. The Review stated that, while itgering a patient’s health or safety. This can include consideration of
does not accept the evidence for the need to regulate occupatiormmmunicable diseases.
therapists, the regulation is not a significant barrier to competition.  This approach has been agreed to by all the major medical and

This Bill provides a definition of occupational therapy that infection control stakeholders when developing the provisions for
recognises the broad scope of services provided by the professitime Medical Practice Act and is in line with procedures in other
and the regulation of occupational therapists continues to provide tharisdictions, and across the world. It is therefore appropriate that
public with the confidence in those practitioners registered tasimilar provisions be used in this Bill.
describe themselves as occupational therapists’. Consistent with The Bill establishes the Occupational Therapy Board of South
Government's commitment to public health and safety, registratiomustralia, which replaces the existing Occupational Therapists
also maintains safe and competent standards of practice for thosegistration Board of South Australia. Composition of the new
who hold themselves out to be occupational therapists’ similar t@oard will consist of 9 members being 5 elected occupational
all other registered health professionals. therapists, 1 legal practitioner, 1 health professional other than that

This Bill allows for a person who is not a registered occupationalof occupational therapy and 2 persons who can represent the interest
therapist, to provide occupational therapy services through af others, in particular, those of consumers.
registered occupational therapist. This Bill includes the same In addition there is a provision that will restrict the length of time
measures that exist in tiMedical Practice Act 2005 and the other any member of the Board can serve to 3 consecutive 3 year terms.
Bills to ensure that non-registered persons who own an occupationgthis is to ensure that the Board has the benefit of fresh thinking. It
therapy practice are accountable for the quality of occupationalill not restrict a person’s capacity to serve on the Board at a later
therapy services provided. These measures include: time but it does mean that after 9 consecutive years they are required

- arequirement that corporate or trustee occupational theraptp have a break for a term of 3 years. This Bill also includes

services providers notify the Board of their existence and proprovisions for elections to the Board using the proportional
vide the names and addresses of persons who occupgpresentation voting system and for the filling of casual vacancies
positions of authority in the provider entity and of the occupa-without the need for the Board to conduct another election.

tional therapists through the instrumentality of whom they  Standards and expectations by Government in regard to trans-
provide occupational therapy; parency and accountability are now much more explicit than in the
a prohibition on occupational therapy services providergast and th€ublic Sector Management Act 1995, as amended by the
giving improper directions to an occupational therapist or anStatutes Amendments (Honesty and Accountability in
occupational therapy student through the instrumentality oiGovernment)Act 2003, provides a clear framework for the operation
whom they provide occupational therapy; of the public sector, including the Occupational Therapy Board of
a prohibition on any person giving or offering a benefit asSouth Australia.

inducement, consideration or reward for an occupational Consistent with Government commitments to better consumer
therapist or occupational therapy student referring patients tprotection and information, this Bill increases transparency and
a health service provided by the person, or recommendingccountability of the Board by ensuring information pertaining to
that a patient use a health service provided by the person aiccupational therapy services providers is accessible to the public.
a health product made, sold or supplied by the person; Currently most complaints are taken to the Board by the Registrar
a requirement that occupational therapy services provideracting on behalf of the complainant. Complainants do not usually
comply with codes of conduct applying to such providers; take their own case to the Board because of the possibility of having
making occupational therapy services providers accountableosts awarded against them and, because they are not a party to the
to the Board by way of disciplinary action. proceedings, they do not have the legal right to be present during the

The definition ofoccupational therapy services provider inthe ~ hearing of those proceedings. This is obviously an unsatisfactory
Bill excludes' exempt providers’. This definition is identical to that situation and the relevant provisions of tfedical Practice Act are
in the Medical Practice Act and the other Bills and the exclusion mirrored in this Bill to provide a right for the complainant to be
exists in this Bill for the same reason. That is, to ensure that @resent at the hearing of the proceedings. This ensures that the
recognised hospital, incorporated health centre or private hospit@roceedings, from the perspective of the complainant, are more
within the meaning of th&€outh Australian Health Commission Act transparent. The Board will be able however, if it considers it
1976 is not accountable under 2 legislative schemes for the servicg¥ecessary, to exclude the complainant from being present at part of
it provides. There is power under tisuth Australian Health the hearing where, for example, the confidentiality of certain matters
Commission Act to investigate and make changes to the way atakes precedence and may need to be protected.
hospital or health centre may operate, or vary the conditions applying New to the Occupational Therapy Practice Bill 2005 is the
to a private hospital licensed under the Act. Without the exemptegistration of students. This provision is supported by the Occu-
provider’ provision, under this Bill the Board would also have the pational Therapists Registration Board of South Australia. It requires
capacity to investigate and conduct disciplinary proceedings again#itat students undertaking a course of training in occupational therapy
these providers should they provide occupational therapy servicebom interstate, overseas or in South Australia, should one commence
Itis not reasonable that services providers be accountable under batgain in this State, be registered with the Board prior to any clinical
schemes, with the Board having the power to prohibit these servicesork that they may undertake in this State. This provision ensures
when the services providers were established or licensed under ttieat students of occupational therapy are subject to the same
South Australian Health Commission Act. requirements in relation to professional standards, codes of conduct

However, to ensure that the health and safety of consumers is natd medical fitness as registered occupational therapists while
put at risk by individual practitioners providing services on behalfworking in a practice setting in South Australia.
of a services provider, the Bill requires all providers, including  Occupational therapists and occupational therapy services
exempt providers, to report to the Board unprofessional conduct guroviders will be required to be insured, in a manner and to an extent
medical unfitness of persons through the instrumentality of whonapproved by the Board, against civil liabilities that might be incurred
they provide occupational therapy. In this way the Board can ensuri@ connection with the provision of occupational therapy or
that all services are provided in a manner consistent with a profegroceedings under Part 4 of the Bill. In the case of occupational
sional code of conduct or standards and the interest of the public therapists, insurance will be a pre-condition of registration. The
protected. The Board may also make a report to the Minister abou®ccupational Therapy Practice Bill 2005 ensures that the insurance
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requirement is consistent with the other Bills and tedical
Practice Act 2004 and that there is adequate protection for the public
should circumstances arise where this is necessary. The Board will
also have the power to exempt a person or class of persons from all
or part of the insurance requirement. For example, where a person
may wish to continue to be registered, but no longer practice for a
time.

This Bill balances the needs of the profession and occupational
therapy services providers with the need of the public to feel
confident that they are being provided with a service safely, either
directly by an occupational therapists or by a provider who uses a
registered occupational therapist.

As was stated at the outset, tBecupational Therapy Practice
Bill 2005 is based on thiledical Practice Act and the provisions in
theOccupational Therapy PracticeBill are in most places identical
to it. One exception is that unlike tdedical Practice Act, this Bill
does not establish a Tribunal for hearing complaints. Instead, like the
current practice, members of the Board can investigate and hear any
complaints.

By following the model of theViedical Practice Act 2004, this
and the other Bills will have consistently applied standards and
exceptions for all services provided by registered health practitioners.
This will be of benefit to all health consumers who can feel confident
that no matter which kind of registered health professional they
consult, they can expect consistency in the standards and the pro-
cesses of the registration Boards.

This Bill will provide an improved system for ensuring the health
and safety of the public and regulating the occupational therapy
profession in South Australia and | commend it to all members.

EXPLANATION OF CLAUSES
Part 1—Preliminary
1—Short title
2—Commencement
These clauses are formal.
3—Interpretation
This clause defines key terms used in the measure.
4—Medical fitness to provide occupational therapy
This clause provides that in making a determination as to
a person’s medical fitness to provide occupational
therapy, regard must be given to the question of whether
the person is able to provide treatment personally to a
patient without endangering the patient’s health or safety.
Part 2—Occupational Therapy Board of South
Australia
Division 1—Establishment of Board
5—Establishment of Board
This clause establishes the Occupational Therapy Board
of South Australia as a body corporate with perpetual
succession, a common seal, the capacity to litigate in its
corporate name and all the powers of a natural person
capable of being exercised by a body corporate.
Division 2—Board’s membership
6—Composition of Board
This clause provides for the Board to consist of 9 mem-
bers appointed by the Governor. 5 must be occupational
therapists (4 elected and 1 nominated by the Council of
the University of South Australia), and 4 must be nomi-
nated by the Minister (1 legal practitioner, 1 registered
health professional and 2 others). The clause also pro-
vides for appointment of deputy members.
7—Elections and casual vacancies
This clause requires the election to be conducted under
the regulations in accordance with the principles of pro-
portional representation. It provides for the filling of
casual vacancies without the need to hold another elec-
tion.
8—Terms and conditions of membership
This clause provides for members of the Board to be
appointed for a term not exceeding 3 years and to be
eligible for re-appointment on expiry of a term of ap-
pointment. However, a member of the Board may not
hold office for consecutive terms that exceed 9 years in
total. The clause sets out the circumstances in which a
member’s office becomes vacant and the grounds on
which the Governor may remove a member from office.
It also allows members whose terms have expired, or who
have resigned, to continue to act as members to hear part-
heard proceedings under Part 4.
9—Presiding member and deputy

This clause requires the Minister, after consultation with
the Board, to appoint an occupational therapist member
of the Board to be the presiding member of the Board, and
another occupational therapist member to be the deputy
presiding member.

10—Vacancies or defects in appointment of members
This clause ensures acts and proceedings of the Board are
notinvalid by reason only of a vacancy in its membership
or a defect in the appointment of a member.
11—Remuneration

This clause entitles a member of the Board to remu-
neration, allowances and expenses determined by the
Governor.

Division 3—Registrar and staff of Board

12—Registrar of Board

This clause provides for the appointment of a Registrar
by the Board on terms and conditions determined by the
Board.

13—Other staff of Board

This clause provides for the Board to have such other staff
as it thinks necessary for the proper performance of its
functions.

Division 4—General functions and powers
14—Functions of Board

This clause sets out the functions of the Board and
requires it to exercise its functions with the object of
protecting the health and safety of the public by achieving
and maintaining high professional standards both of
competence and conduct in the provision of occupational
therapy in South Australia.

15—Committees

This clause empowers the Board to establish committees
to advise the Board or the Registrar or assist the Board to
carry out its functions.

16—Delegations

This clause empowers the Board to delegate its functions
or powers to a member of the Board, the Registrar, an
employee of the Board or a committee established by the
Board.

Division 5—Board’s procedures

17—Board'’s procedures

This clause deals with matters relating to the Board’s
procedures such as the quorum at meetings, the chairing
of meetings, voting rights, the holding of conferences by
telephone and other electronic means and the keeping of
minutes.

18—Conflict of interest etc under Public Sector
Management Act

This clause provides that a member of the Board will not
be taken to have a direct or indirect interest in a matter for
the purposes of theublic Sector Management Act 1995

by reason only of the fact that the member has an interest
in the matter that is shared in common with occupational
therapists generally or a substantial section of occu-
pational therapists in this State.

19—Powers of Board in relation to witnesses etc

This clause sets out the powers of the Board to summons
witnesses and require the production of documents and
other evidence in proceedings before the Board.
20—Principles governing proceedings

This clause provides that the Board is not bound by the
rules of evidence and requires it to act according to
equity, good conscience and the substantial merits of the
case without regard to technicalities and legal forms. It
requires the Board to keep all parties to proceedings
before the Board properly informed about the progress
and outcome of the proceedings.

21—Representation at proceedings before Board

This clause entitles a party to proceedings before the
Board to be represented at the hearing of those proceed-
ings.

22—Costs

This clause empowers the Board to award costs against
a party to proceedings before the Board and provides for
the taxation of costs by a Master of the District Court in
the event that a party is dissatisfied with the amount of
costs awarded by the Board.

Division 6—Accounts, audit and annual report
23—Accounts and audit
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This clause requires the Board to keep proper accounting
records in relation to its financial affairs, to have annual
statements of account prepared in respect of each finan-
cial year and to have the accounts audited annually by an
auditor approved by the Auditor-General and appointed
by the Board.

24—Annual report

This clause requires the Board to prepare an annual report
for the Minister and requires the Minister to table the
report in Parliament.

Part 3—Registration and practice

Division 1—Registers

25—Registers

This clause requires the Registrar to keep certain registers
and specifies the information required to be included in
each register. It also requires the registers to be kept
available for inspection by the public and permits access
to be made available by electronic means. The clause
requires registered persons to notify a change of name or
nominated contact address within 1 month of the change.
Division 2—Registration

26—Registration of natural persons as occupational
therapists

This clause provides for full and limited registration of
natural persons on the register of occupational therapists.
27—Registration of occupational therapy students

This clause requires persons to register as occupational
therapy students before undertaking a course of study that
provides qualifications for registration on the register of
occupational therapists, or before providing occupational
therapy as part of a course of study related to occupational
therapy being undertaken in another State, and provides
for full or limited registration of occupational therapy
students.

28—Application for registration and provisional
registration

This clause deals with applications for registration. It
empowers the Board to require applicants to submit
medical reports or other evidence of medical fithess to
provide occupational therapy or to obtain additional
qualifications or experience before determining an appli-
cation.

29—Removal from register

This clause requires the Registrar to remove a person
from a register on application by the person or in certain
specified circumstances (for example, suspension or
cancellation of the person’s registration under this meas-
ure).

30—Reinstatement on register

This clause makes provision for reinstatement of a person
on aregister. It empowers the Board to require applicants
for reinstatement to submit medical reports or other
evidence of medical fithess to provide occupational
therapy or to obtain additional qualifications or experi-
ence before determining an application.

31—Fees and returns

This clause deals with the payment of registration,
reinstatement and annual practice fees, and requires
registered persons to furnish the Board with an annual
return in relation to their practice of occupational therapy,
continuing education and other matters relevant to their
registration under the measure. It empowers the Board to
remove from a register a person who fails to pay the
annual practice fee or furnish the required return.
Division 3—Special provisions relating to occupational
therapy services providers

32—Information to be given to Board by occupational
therapy services providers

This clause requires an occupational therapy services
provider to notify the Board of the provider's name and
address, the name and address of the occupational
therapists through the instrumentality of whom the
provider is providing occupational therapy and other
information. It also requires the provider to notify the
Board of any change in particulars required to be given
to the Board and makes it an offence to contravene or fail
to comply with the clause. The Board is required to keep
arecord of information provided to the Board under this

clause available for inspection at the office of the Board
and may make it available to the public electronically.
Division 4—Restrictions relating to provision of
occupational therapy

33—lllegal holding out as registered person

This clause makes it an offence for a person to hold
himself or herself out as a registered person of a particular
class or permit another person to do so unless registered
on the appropriate register. It also makes it an offence for
a person to hold out another as a registered person of a
particular class unless the other person is registered on the
appropriate register.

34—Illlegal holding out concerning limitations or
conditions

This clause makes it an offence for a person whose
registration is restricted, limited or conditional to hold
himself or herself out, or permit another person to hold
him or her out, as having registration that is unrestricted
or not subject to a limitation or condition. It also makes
it an offence for a person to hold out another whose
registration is restricted, limited or conditional as having
registration that is unrestricted or not subject to a limita-
tion or condition.

35—Use of certain titles or descriptions prohibited

This clause creates a number of offences prohibiting a
person who is not appropriately registered from using
certain words or their derivatives to describe himself or
herself or services that they provide, or in the course of
advertising or promoting services that they provide.

Part 4—Investigations and proceedings

Division 1—Preliminary

36—Interpretation

This clause provides that in this Part the teragsu-
pational therapy services provider, occupier of aposition

of authority andregistered person includes a person who

is not but who was, at the relevant time, an occupational
therapy services provider, an occupier of a position of
authority or a registered person.

37—Cause for disciplinary action

This clause specifies what constitutes proper cause for
disciplinary action against a registered person, an occupa-
tional therapy services provider or a person occupying a
position of authority in a corporate or trustee occupational
therapy services provider.

Division 2—Investigations

38—Powers of inspectors

This clause sets out the powers of an inspector to inves-
tigate suspected breaches of the Act and certain other
matters.

39—O0ffence to hinder etc inspector

This clause makes it an offence for a person to hinder an
inspector, use certain language to an inspector, refuse or
fail to comply with a requirement of an inspector, refuse
or fail to answer questions to the best of the person’s
knowledge, information or belief, or falsely represent that
the person is an inspector.

Division 3—Proceedings before Board

40—Obligation to report medical unfitness or un-
professional conduct of occupational therapist or
occupational therapy student

This clause requires certain classes of persons to report
to the Board if of the opinion that an occupational
therapist or occupational therapy student is or may be
medically unfit to provide occupational therapy. It also
requires occupational therapy services providers and
exempt providers to report to the Board if of the opinion
that an occupational therapist or occupational therapy
student through whom the provider provides occupational
therapy has engaged in unprofessional conduct. The
Board must cause reports to be investigated. The Board
must cause a report to be investigated.

41—Medical fitness of occupational therapist or
occupational therapy student

This clause empowers the Board to suspend the regis-
tration of an occupational therapist or occupational
therapy student, impose conditions on registration restrict-
ing the right to provide occupational therapy or other
conditions requiring the person to undergo counselling or
treatment, or to enter into any other undertaking if, on
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application by certain persons or after an investigation
under clause 40, and after due inquiry, the Board is
satisfied that the occupational therapist or student is medi-
cally unfit to provide occupational therapy and that it is
desirable in the public interest to take such action.
42—Inquiries by Board as to matters constituting
grounds for disciplinary action

This clause requires the Board to inquire into a complaint
relating to matters alleged to constitute grounds for disci-
plinary action against a person unless the Board considers
the complaint to be frivolous or vexatious. If after
conducting an inquiry, the Board is satisfied that there is
proper cause for taking disciplinary action, the Board can
censure the person, order the person to pay a fine of up to
$10 000 or prohibit the person from carrying on business
as an occupational therapy services provider or from
occupying a position of authority in a corporate or trustee
occupational therapy services provider. If the person is
registered, the Board may impose conditions on the
person’s right to provide occupational therapy, suspend
the person'’s registration for a period not exceeding 1 year,
cancel the person’s registration, or disqualify the person
from being registered. If a person fails to pay a fine
imposed by the Board, the Board may remove their name
from the appropriate register.

43—Contravention of prohibition order

This clause makes it an offence to contravene a prohibi-
tion order made by the Board or to contravene or fail to
comply with a condition imposed by the Board.
44—Register of prohibition orders

This clause requires the Registrar to keep a register of
prohibition orders made by the Board. The register must
be kept available for inspection at the office of the
Registrar and may be made available to the public
electronically.

45—Variation or revocation of conditions imposed by
Board

This clause empowers the Board, on application by a
registered person, to vary or revoke a condition imposed
by the Board on his or her registration.

46—Constitution of Board for purpose of proceedings
This clause sets out how the Board is to be constituted for
the purpose of hearing and determining proceedings under
Part 4.

47—Provisions as to proceedings before Board

This clause deals with the conduct of proceedings by the
Board under Part 4.

Part 5—Appeals

48—Right of appeal to District Court

This clause provides a right of appeal to the District Court
against certain acts and decisions of the Board.
49—Operation of order may be suspended

This clause empowers the Court to suspend the operation
of an order made by the Board where an appeal is institut-
ed or intended to be instituted.

50—Variation or revocation of conditions imposed by
Court

This clause empowers the District Court, on application
by a registered person, to vary or revoke a condition
imposed by the Court on his or her registration.

Part 6—Miscellaneous

51—Interpretation

This clause defines terms used in Part 6.

52—O0ffence to contravene conditions of registration
This clause makes it an offence for a person to contravene
or fail to comply with a condition of his or her registra-
tion.

53—Registered person etc must declare interest in
prescribed business

This clause requires a registered person or prescribed
relative of a registered person who has an interest in a
prescribed business to give the Board notice of the
interest and of any change in such an interest. It also
prohibits a registered person from referring a patient to,
or recommending that a patient use, a health service
provided by the business and from prescribing, or rec-
ommending that a patient use, a health product
manufactured, sold or supplied by the business unless the
registered person has informed the patient in writing of

his or her interest or that of his or her prescribed relative.
However, it is a defence to a charge of an offence or
unprofessional conduct for a registered person to prove
that he or she did not know and could not reasonably have
been expected to know that a prescribed relative had an
interest in the prescribed business to which the referral,
recommendation or prescription that is the subject of the
proceedings relates.

54—O0ffence to give, offer or accept benefit for re-
ferral or recommendation

This clause makes it an offence—

(a) for any person to give or offer to give a regis-
tered person or prescribed relative of a registered
person a benefit as an inducement, consideration or
reward for the registered person referring, recom-
mending or prescribing a health service provided by
the person or a health product manufactured, sold or
supplied by the person; or

(b) for a registered person or prescribed relative of
a registered person to accept from any person a
benefit offered or given as a inducement, consider-
ation or reward for such a referral, recommendation
or prescription.

55—Improper directions to occupational therapists or
occupational therapy students

This clause makes it an offence for a person who provides
occupational therapy through the instrumentality of an
occupational therapist or occupational therapy student to
direct or pressure the occupational therapist or student to
engage in unprofessional conduct. It also makes it an of-
fence for a person occupying a position of authority in a
corporate or trustee occupational therapy services
provider to direct or pressure an occupational therapist or
occupational therapy student through whom the provider
provides occupational therapy to engage in unprofessional
conduct.

56—Procurement of registration by fraud

This clause makes it an offence for a person to
fraudulently or dishonestly procure registration or
reinstatement of registration (whether for himself or
herself or another person).

57—Statutory declarations

This clause empowers the Board to require information
provided to the Board to be verified by statutory decla-
ration.

58—False or misleading statement

This clause makes it an offence for a person to make a
false or misleading statement in a material particular
(whether by reason of inclusion or omission of any
particular) in information provided under the measure.
59—Registered person must report medical unfitness

to Board

This clause requires a registered person who becomes
aware that he or she is or may be medically unfit to
provide occupational therapy to forthwith give written
notice of that fact of the Board.

60—Report to Board of cessation of status as student
This clause requires the person in charge of an
educational institution to notify the Board that an occu-
pational therapy student has ceased to be enrolled at that
institution in a course of study providing qualifications for
registration on the register of occupational therapists. It
also requires a person registered as an occupational
therapy student who completes, or ceases to be enrolled
in, the course of study that formed the basis for that
registration to give written notice of that fact to the Board.
61—Registered persons and occupational therapy
services providers to be indemnified against loss

This clause prohibits registered persons and occupational
therapy services providers from providing occupational
therapy for fee or reward unless insured or indemnified
in a manner and to an extent approved by the Board
against civil liabilities that might be incurred by the
person or provider in connection with the provision of
occupational therapy or proceedings under Part 4 against
the person or provider. It empowers the Board to exempt
persons or classes of persons from the requirement to be
insured or indemnified.
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62—Information relating to claim against registered
person or occupational therapy services provider to

be provided

This clause requires a person against whom a claim is
made for alleged negligence committed by a registered
person in the course of providing occupational therapy to
provide the Board with prescribed information relating to
the claim. It also requires an occupational therapy
services provider to provide the Board with prescribed
information relating to a claim made against the provider
for alleged negligence by the provider in connection with
the provision of occupational therapy.

63— Victimisation

This clause prohibits a person from victimising another
person (the victim) on the ground, or substantially on the
ground, that the victim has disclosed or intends to disclose
information, or has made or intends to make an allegation,
that has given rise or could give rise to proceedings
against the person under this measure. Victimisation is the
causing of detriment including injury, damage or loss,
intimidation or harassment, threats of reprisals, or
discrimination, disadvantage or adverse treatment in
relation to the victim’s employment or business. An act
of victimisation may be dealt with as a tort or as if it were
an act of victimisation under th&qual Opportunity

Act 1984.

the repealed Act to divulge or communicate personal
information obtained (whether by that person or other-
wise) in the course of official duties except—
(a) as required or authorised by or under this
measure or any other Act or law; or
(b) with the consent of the person to whom the
information relates; or
(c) in connection with the administration of this
measure or the repealed Act; or
(d) to an authority responsible under the law of a
place outside this State for the registration or licensing
of persons who provide occupational therapy, where
the information is required for the proper administra-
tion of that law; or
(e) to an agency or instrumentality of this State,
the Commonwealth or another State or a Territory of
the Commonwealth for the purposes of the proper
performance of its functions.
71—Service
This clause sets out the methods by which notices and
other documents may be served.
72—Evidentiary provision
This clause provides evidentiary aids for the purposes of
proceedings for offences and for proceedings under Part
4

73—Regu|ations

64—Self-incrimination This clause empowers the Governor to make regulations.
This clause provides that if a person is required to provide Schedule 1—Repeal and transitional provisions
information or to produce a document, record or equip-  This Schedule repeals ti@cupational Therapists Act 1974 and

ment under this measure and the information, documentmakes transitional provisions with respect to the Board and
record or equipment would tend to incriminate the persorregistrations.

or make the person liable to a penalty, the person must Schedule 2—Further provisions relating to Board
nevertheless provide the information or produce the This Schedule sets out the obligations of members of the Board
document, record or equipment, but the information,in relation to personal or pecuniary interests. It also protects
document, record or equipment so provided or producednembers of the Board, members of committees of the Board, the
will not be admissible in evidence against the person inRegistrar of the Board and any other person engaged in the admin-
proceedings for an offence, other than an offence againgstration of the measure from personal liability. The Schedule will
this measure or any other Act relating to the provision of expire when section 6H of tHeublic Sector Management Act 1995

false or misleading information. (asinserted by thetatutes Amendment (Honesty and Accountability
65—Punishment of conduct that constitutes an offence  in Government) Act 2003) comes into operation.

This clause provides that if conduct constitutes both an

offence against the measure and grounds for disciplinary nMr BROKENSHIRE secured the adjournment of the
action under the measure, the taking of disciplinary aCtiondebate
is not a bar to conviction and punishment for the offence, ’
and conviction and punishment for the offence is not a bar

to disciplinary action.

66—Vicarious liability for offences

This clause provides that if a corporate or trustee occu- The Hon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Transport): |
pational therapy services provider or other body corporatgnoye:

is guilty of an offence against this measure, each person .
occupying a position of authority in the provider or body That standing orders be so far suspended as to enable me to move
corporate is guilty of an offence and liable to the same@ Motion without notice forthwith.

penalty as is prescribed for the principal offence unless  The SPEAKER: | have counted the house and, as an

it is proved that the person could not, by the exercise of, P
reasonable care, have prevented the commission of th@bSOIUFe majority of th_e whole number of members of the
house is not present, ring the bells.

principal offence. cnt,
67—Application of fines An absolute majority of the whole number of members
This clause provides that fines imposed for offencesbeing present:

against the measure must be paid to the Board. The SPEAKER: The question is that standing orders be

?ggﬁowd may require medical examination or g, far suspended as to enable introduction forthwith and

This clause empowers the Board to require a registerefassage of the Motor Vehicles (Double Demerit Points) Bill
person or a person applying for registration or reinstatethrough all stages without delay. Those in favour say aye,
ment of registration to submit to an examination by aagainst no.

health professional or provide a medical report from a The Hon. I.P. Lewis: No.

health professional, including an examination or report ; . .
that will require the person to undergo a medically ~|he SPEAKER: | believe the ayes have it.

invasive procedure. If the person fails to comply the  The Hon. I.P. Lewis: There was a dissenting voice,
Board can suspend the person’s registration until furthemr Speaker.

order. The Hon. P.F. Conlon:Of course there is!

69—Ministerial review of decisions relating to courses . S
This clause gives a provider of a course of education or 1 "€ SPEAKER: The member was not in his place.
Membersinterjecting:

training the right to apply to the Minister for a review of
a decision of the Board to refuse to approve the course for  The SPEAKER: Can | clarify that, because the member
the purposes of the measure or to revoke the approval 5y styart said that he called against, as well.
?(;:chr:?)%fidentiality Mrs GERAGHTY: | rise on a innt of order, sir. The
This clause makes it an offence for a person engaged dﬂ"lember fOI’ Hammond was not in h|S p|ace, and, no Offence

formerly engaged in the administration of the measure otto the member for Stuart because | have great respect for him,

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION
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but I heard him say afterwards ‘| agree.” We did not hear his The Hon. P.F. CONLON: | am sorry, is it possible to
voice as a dissenting voice. take this seriously? Would you mind?
Members interjecting: The SPEAKER: Order!
The SPEAKER: Order! Members will take their seat. Mr Williams: Get on with it.
The Hon. G.M. Gunn interjecting: The Hon. P.F. CONLON: WeII, stop interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Stuart will ~ TheHon. I.P. Lenisinterjecting: _
resume his seat. The SPEAKER: The member for Hammond is out of
The house divided on the motion: order and he of all people should know the standing orders.
TheHon. |.P. Lewisinterjecting:

Atkinson, M. J. AYES (Bzéedford F. E. The Hon. P.F. CONLON: Well, stop interjecting then.
Breuer, |_ R. Brokens’hire, R. L Mr BRINDAL: Mr Speaker, I.have a point of order. With
Brown. D. C. Caica. P. great deference, Mr Sp_eaker, if you want to say that the
Chaprﬁan, V. A. Cicc.a{reIIO, V. member for Hammond is out of order, so are some of the

remarks of the minister, and you have not called the minister
to account. | call on you to uphold the standing orders.
The SPEAKER: Order! | have called the minister to

Conlon, P. F. (teller) Evans, I. F.
Geraghty, R. K. Goldsworthy, R. M.
Hamilton-Smith, M. L. J. Hill, J. D.

. order.
Egﬂtns’;]'t;'is T }T_eoyrhii(g'mith 1.D. The Hon. P.F. CONLON: It is. clear that the. govern-
Maywald, K. A McEwen, R. J_’ ment'’s message on road safety is sadly not registering with
Meier E. J. O'Brien. M. F. some drivers in the community. Stronger measures are
Ranki'ne I M. Rann M D. needed to get t_he message across to drivers who pay little
Rau, J. R Scalzi, G. attention to their behaviour on thg roads and, as a conse-
Snelling, J. J. Thompson, M. G. guence, endangerthemselves, their passengers and other road
Weatherill. J. W. White, P. L. users. The bill | put before the house will amend the Motor
Williams. M. R. Wright, M. J. Vehicles Act 1959 to enable double demerlt_s to be applled to
’ NOES (9) ' arange of current offences; namely, speedmg, running a red

Brindal, M. K. Gunn, G. M. (teller) light, §eat belt gnd restraint use offences, drink Qr|V|ng and
Hall J. L. Kotz. D. C. combined red light and speeding offences committed during
Lewlis L P McF,etridge D. ang weekends, t_he Chrlgtmas new year period _and up to
Penfo]d E M. Redmond I M. eight other prescribed periods of 48 hours, as decided by the
Venningl L H. ’ Minister for Police.

e The intention of a double demerit point scheme is to
Majority of 23 for the ayes. announce the deterrent effect of penalties during specific

Motion thus carried. times when more people are using the roads and travelling

long distances. The rationale underpinning this measure is

that drivers will be more conscious of, evaluate and then

modify their driving behaviour when faced with an increased

n threat of demerit penalties. Double demerit point schemes
The Hon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Transport)  gperate in New South Wales, the Australian Capital Territory

obtained leave and introduced a bill for an act to amend thgng \Western Australia. The evaluation of the New South

Motor Vehicles Act 1959. Read a first time. Wales scheme has indicated strong community support for
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: | move: the initiative. In addition, the evaluation found strong levels
That this bill be now read a second time. of community awareness and support for the measure.

| rise today to put before the house a bill which seeks tq 11€re were also positive changes in self-reported behav-

address the senseless loss of life that occurs on our roads (S by motorists who have a tendency to drive above the
long weekends and holidays. speed limit and, most importantly, significant reductions in

The Hon. I.P. Lewis: You don't expect us to believe that, fatalities and traffic infringements during the periods in which
do you? the measures apply. Subsequent community surveys h_ave
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: | am sorry, are you talking shown that even larger percentages of drivers in high risk

speeding target groups reported that they slowed down,
? ; . ;
ab(_)l_lﬁéhseggﬁl’lzn;fné?g;:?r Hammond? including 38 per cent of drivers who usually travelled at a

g speed where they believed they could be booked, and 52 per

The Hon. |.P. Lewis: Yes. cent of drivers aged 17 to 24 years.

The Hon. P.F. CONLON: You are? How would you Recent research from New South Wales indicates
know it? | just want to know. continued significant reductions in fatalities during periods

The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister for Transport will - of double demerit points. Over the 28 holiday periods (that
focus on the bill and the member for Hammond will notis, 152 days) up to and including the Anzac Day public
interject. holiday period in 2002 in which double demerit points have

The Hon. P.F. CONLON: You would have a lot of applied, there have been 20 per cent fewer fatalities for the
trouble identifying it in my experience. The Easter andsame holiday periods immediately prior to the introduction
May 2005 long weekends will be remembered for the loss obf double demerit points. Preliminary results of the Western
15 South Australian’s lives, individuals left with long-term Australian scheme are consistent with those of New South
injuries and disabilities because of avoidable crashes, and thgales, with data showing that two thirds of drivers claimed
ongoing grief for those lives cut short are changed foreverito have reduced their speeding behaviour; one third claimed

Members interjecting: to have decreased their alcohol consumption when driving;

MOTOR VEHICLES (DOUBLE DEMERIT POINTS)
AMENDMENT BILL
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and one quarter increased their use of restraints or checkinghat the opposition will do with it. We put it forward, and |
of passengers during the double demerit periods. say this: after two horror long weekends and two recommen-
Five categories of offences have been chosen becaudations from the police I, for one, am not prepared to go to
these behaviours can mean the difference between life, deatie next long weekend without at least seeking to implement
and serious ongoing injuries for drivers, their passengers artde measure that the police have asked for.
other road users. It is particularly sad to note that, of the
49 drivers and passengers killed to 18 May this year, 20 per Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): | need to have a thick
cent were not wearing seat belts. The bill also ensures that ttéde and a glass of water handy as | rise to address the house
public receives adequate warning of double demerit perioddlis evening on this piece of legislation. | need that because
by requiring the Commissioner of Police to give at least twd have been personally hurt very deeply today. In fact, what
days notice of any such period by advertising in a newspapéhe transport minister said has cut me to the quick. He called
which circulates throughout the state and on a web sitgne a weak little pile of jello during question time, and | will
However, to ensure every road user is aware of when doubReed a glass of water or two tonight and a hanky, because that
demerits will apply, the government will undertake intensivewas what he called me.
public education campaigns to advise motorists of periods of In response, | would like to use part of my contribution to
double demerit periods. this debate to acknowledge the minister’s shoddy behaviour
It is intended that the first double demerit period will bein this place. Those of us on this side of the house are here
the forthcoming June long weekend commencing abecause we actually wantto do something. We want to make
12.01 a.m. on Friday 10 June and finishing at 12 midnight oouth Australia a better place. Unfortunately, there are others
Monday 13 June. The introduction of double demerit pointssitting opposite who are more interested in their own egos—
will be complemented by the recent announcement thadf salving their own egos, | might add—than making a
$1.54 million will be spent over four years for police to contribution. They believe that the measure of success is how
conduct rural road saturation to target speeding to mak@any people you can insultin a single day, and the transport
regional areas safer. minister leads the pack. He is probably very proud of it—
In closing, we must remember that motorists who ignorepoor, misguided bovver boy that he is—but the fact is that he
the rules of the road place themselves and others at risk. Thigreally, in my opinion, guffawing at colleagues. He brought
bill is about changing those perceptions and attitude angolitical thuggery to a new low today in this house.
getting these individuals to be more conscious of and The SPEAKER: Order! The member needs to focus on
evaluate, and then modify, their driving behaviour. If peoplethe bill. | think he has evened the score with the Minister for
do the right thing and drive in a safe, responsible mannerransport.
they will not be affected by double demerit points. Mr BROKENSHIRE: Sir, | am getting to it. | appreciate
Just to add a few further comments for the benefit ofyour guidance and | am nearly there, but | was very hurt
members of the opposition who have asked many questiorigday. When someone disagrees with government members
onthis, lindicate, as | have indicated so often, that there magr questions this government, they beat them over the head
well be a debate today that | have not suggested that this hagth a baseball bat. The Premier does it, the Treasurer does
been proposed by the Road Safety Council. However, | havié and the transport minister does it. They are all the same,
indicated that it is supported by the chair of the Road Safetguite frankly. They love the limelight but they cannot stand
Council, Sir Eric Neal, and it has come about from thecriticism at any time.
government’s perspective as a result of two horror weekends Today, it was the RAA that was in the firing line, and let
and after two requests by Superintendent Graeme Barton ofe tell the house what the minister called the state’s peak
the South Australia Police. After the first request, this wasautomobile association and, by inference, what the Minister
sent to the Road Safety Council. They considered it again.for Transport—
understand they have a report for me which | have not yet The Hon. P.F. Conlon:| will say it again, if you like.
seen, but | understand—and the member for Heysen under- Mr BROKENSHIRE: He says he will do it again if |
stands this, too—that it was suggested by the Road Safetike. | know Billy Bunter would like to do that, Mr Speaker,
Council that these measures require the introduction dbutwe on this side of the house will not wear that because not
saturation of policing and more resources, and we have doranly has the transport minister personally attacked the RAA
that. today but also, by inference, he has attacked its 600 000
But, whatever the considerations of the current Roadnembers: over 30 per cent of this community has been
Safety Council, they were made before the second horrdnsulted by the bovver boy Minister for Transport today. He
weekend and the second recommendation from Superintensiid that it was absolutely pathetic—it isHfansard. That is
ent Graeme Barton of the police. But | indicate that | have nowhat he called the RAA: absolutely pathetic. | hope the
at any stage sought to support this bill by suggesting that RAA's General Manager has a glass of water and a hanky
is supported by the Road Safety Council, although | believehandy as well, because that must have hurt him. This
if properly informed, after the second weekend they mosbombastic little bully of a minister thinks he can always ride
certainly may have a different perspective. The government®ughshod over anyone who dares to stand in his way.
perspective has been from those people at the coal face who The SPEAKER: The member for Mawson—
deal with road safety and the dreadful aftermath. It having The Hon. P.F. CONLON: Sir, he has thrown out more
been recommended to us by the police after the Eastémsults in 10 minutes than | possibly could have done in the
weekend and subsequently after the May long weekend,few seconds that | offended him today. Maybe he could tell
personally am not prepared to go into the June long weekengs what he thinks of the bill.
without acting on that advice. The SPEAKER: Order! The chair would encourage all
If the opposition is prepared to ignore it, so be it. It hasmembers not to continue down the path of being derogatory
disappointed me that politics have been played in relation tto each other. That is not what members—
this. Questions have been asked but there is no indication of The Hon. P.F. Conlon:I didn't do it, sir; he did.
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The SPEAKER: Order! That is not what members are waiting for. But we will patient on that. This is very relevant
elected to do. to this bill because we will talk about saturation policing
Mr Wiliamsinterjecting: during this debate. There was a situation where there were no
The SPEAKER: The member for MacKillop will not talk ~ extra police. There are still no extra traffic police. The
over the chair, or he will be named on the spot. The chair ha§1.5 million that the minister has gone out and got an
already said it believes that the two members have equallegkclusive on this morning for saturation policing over four
the score in terms of throwing a few insults at each other. Iyears equates to diddly squat when it comes to what real
is time to move on and debate the substance of the bill, angolice presence you are going to get out there in rural and
the member for Mawson should do that. The member foregional South Australia. | can tell you that $1.54 million
Mawson. over four years will not buy many extra police officers, let
Mr BROKENSHIRE: Sir, | thank you for you guidance alone equip them and run their cars.
and will move on, but can | say in moving on that, quite  On top of that, we saw a transport plan—and I know, sir,
frankly, the minister might think | am a weak little pile of You would agree that a transport plan is fundamental to
jello but he is about to find out that | am not, and nor are myaddressing long, short and mid-term road safety strategies.
colleagues, and, if we do not get some answers in this plac&ould you agree with that, sir? | am sure that you would.
tonight, he can take the whole lot of us head on and we will'he basic thing you are going to have if you are going to be
have a prang over this bill. serious about road safety is a transport plan. What happened
This is an important bill. We have agreed in a bipartisaﬁN'th the transport .plan’? Well, of course, in 2001-02 there was
way to support this bill's immediately going into debate N transport policy. Two years ago, the then transport
tonight on the basis that we will have truthfulness from theminister introduced, with great flamboyancy, glitz, glamour
government and honesty from the minister that this willand the whole bit, a draft transport plan. That draft transport
genuinely make a difference to the road trauma that we havd/an sat there on the table, and it was ultimately and finally
been experiencing in this state in recent times. chuqked_m_ the bin—not by th_|s minister, in falrness;_ lam fa_lr
Today | asked that basic information be provided to the© this minister, more than fair. But it was chucked in the bin
parliament—a Westminster parliament. This parliament haBY the prévious minister who not only chucked thatin the bin
already seen the Premier try to force through both houses fpHt chucked the job in the bin, because the minister said, ‘I've
a day another piece of legislation that was going to destrof@d & gutful of this because there’s no money for road safety,
400 years of the Westminster system's parliamentar{€ré’sa lack of police officers, I haven’'t enough resources.
privilege-bang, gone like that! We saw what happened therd!S & three-man band when it comes to the cabinet, in any
All the parties came together and said, ‘We will not wear thisc85€— _ _ _
action by the Rann government.” Again tonight we are giving The Hon. |.P. Lewis: Country roads are falling to bits.
an opportunity to the minister to actually table a particular Mr BROKENSHIRE: Country roa‘d,s, as the member f,or
piece of paper. If, indeed, the paper that the minister tablddammond said, are falling to b'ts; I've had ?nough, I'm
stacks up with what the minister sort of expressed an§0ing home to the kids and hubby.”Well, | don't blame that
possibly implied, we will proceed down the track of support-Minister. She is actually a really nice person, and | am sure
ing this bill with some amendments so that we can get ishe is enjoying life more now. The fact is that there was no
through for the minister and the government ready for thdransport plan. Then, of course, we have_ all this ad hoc staff
June long weekend. | think that is a fair request. thrown in. We now come to the ke_y to this. After all of that
The fact of the matter is that we asked for information. Letand after them earlier on trumpeting about how good they

us have a look at page 2623 from 24 May 2005, where }V&r€ going_ with _ro_ad sgifety—and one thing | learned when
asked the honourable minister if he would provide, not the Was & police minister is that you never ever go out and say
that you are having a good run with fatalities and road

first but the second report from the Rann government’s Roa b h q hat h Py
Safety Advisory Council. The minister says that he does ndf 2Uma, because whenever you do, guess what happens? You
t a great big peak in road trauma, and you see families torn

have it. However, earlier tonight in his second reading speec#® - .
he said his office had it. We all heard that. The minister may*Part, and you see death and all the shocking things that our

not personally have it in this chamber. | accept the minister’é’.on?e apfd emhergenrc]:yhse;vicc.al.s have to;]jeal with, let alone the
honesty there, but | also accept the fact that the minister saléPP!€ effect through the families and the community.
his office had it. | want to quote to the parliament what the _ E@rlier on, this government was proud to not deliver extra

minister said in his response. The Hon. P.F. Conlon, MinisteP®!ic€. It was proud to drive on stuffed roads. In fact, I will
for Transport, said: show you how, Mr Speaker. The member for Reynell said,

Can | indicate to the member for Mawson that we will be We're not going to fix any roads. Buy four-wheel drives.

introducing a bill to introduce double merit points tomorrow, and | D(_Jn’t go outto the Fll_nders Ranges. Don'tgo out there and
will provide all the information. drive on rough roads, just go down to the local Toyota dealer,

and you'll get the feeling all right. You'll get it on Marion

_ s Road, you'll get it on the South Road and the Goodwood
We will provide it. Road, and whatever other roads you drive on. Forget tourism;

I think that speaks for itself. | do not think you would get too we can have outback adventures here in Adelaide.” That was

many oppositions in this state that have watched a goverriheir result—

ment that has not had a transport plan; and that did not Ms Chapman: You can drive over the Britannia round-

introduce additional police into South Australia until the about.

Police Association, the opposition and hundreds and thou- Mr BROKENSHIRE: Yes, you could drive over the

sands of petitions rolled through this parliament and until itBritannia roundabout; put it in four-wheel drive, low range.

was embarrassed to the point where no longer could it rol[That is where the government was going. We had a very

over in the fact that it was going to recruit at attrition, and itserious and shocking situation at Easter. From memory, the

said it would deliver 200 extra police who we are nowtransport minister—in fact, | give him credit for this, as |

Further on, he says:



Wednesday 25 May 2005 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 2715

would have done exactly the same if | was in his position— However, before we can proceed any further, | believe that
on the Tuesday came out and said, ‘We won't tolerate thishis parliament, and this community, based on the fact that we
This is sad, this tragic, this is not what the government’shave seen the arrogance, and we have seen the Rann govern-
about and | am calling an urgent meeting of the Road Safetsnent try in a dictatorial way, in a dogmatic way, in an
Advisory Council. It is a council trumpeted by the Premier arrogant way, to roll the community, and roll the parliament
himself, Mike Rann. In fact, how many times have they usedvhenever it suits them, to do the media spin, try and confuse
the honourable great man Sir Eric Neal's name as théhe media, not give the media detail, get a glitzy story in
chairman? It is on thelansard record here so often itis not there, have the media saying, ‘Yes, this is alright, and then
funny. So on the Tuesday had | been minister of transportthe devil is in the detail. We all know that. It is never the
would have done exactly what the Hon. P.F. Conlon did. kcover—never judge a book by its cover; judge a book by the
understand that the minister said, ‘We will have an urgentuality of the content. Now, | believe that maybe the quality
meeting and by Friday we will see what we can do to addressf the content of this book is very good because, like my
this problem.” In fact, he floated demerit points, and that iscolleagues, | strongly support Sir Eric Neal. In fact, we made
in all of the Rehame. He floated demerit points. That wafhim governor of South Australia and he was a fantastic
going to be the key to this. Well, Friday went, and so did thegovernor with Lady Neal. However, notwithstanding that,
next Friday, and so did the Friday after and, sadly, so did theven though Sir Eric Neal, great man that he is, is chair of the
Friday after that. Rann government’s South Australian Road Safety Advisory
Then we had the Adelaide Cup long weekend, and we hag@ouncil, there happens to be other members in that council—
a shocking situation on our roads, and we lost eight beautifudo you know that—and some of them actually include police.
South Australians. Then, the transport minister did not come Assistant Commissioner, Graeme Barton, a man whom |
out, but the police minister came out after that long weekentiave great time for also, who is responsible for road traffic,
and said, ‘This is enough. We're going to have doublehas supported double demerit points and | acknowledge that,
demerit points.’ | thought, ‘This is interesting, and fair and if | was the assistant commissioner—as | said earlier, if
enough; it must mean then that Sir Eric Neal and his Roatlwas the minister—I would have done what he did on the
Safety Advisory Council have recommended double demerituesday. If | happened to be in Graeme Barton’s position, |
points; so obviously we will get a copy of that; the would be supporting double demerit points because when you
government will give us that; they want to put demerit pointsare desperate for resources, and you have stuffed roads, you
through; it is only fair enough; it is bipartisan; this is abovehave to try something. | put it to the house that you cannot
politics, the government would argue, so we will give themsimply rely, no matter how good the quality of the person like
everything; we just want this through for the long weekend Sir Eric Neal is, on the advice of the chairman; you actually
Well, interestingly enough, my sources tell me—of coursehave to listen to the council. | call now—
remembering that the Premier was overseas also at the time— The Hon. P.F. Conlon: Just oppose it, you coward;
that cabinet did not even discuss this. In fact, my sources tedppose it.

me, and they are pretty good— Members interjecting:
The Hon. P.F. Conlon:You are pathetic. The SPEAKER: Order! The word ‘coward’ is unparlia-
The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister for Transport is out mentary. | ask the minister to withdraw it.

of order. The Hon. P.F. CONLON: | withdraw the word ‘coward’
The Hon. P.F. Conlon:| have to listen to this absolute in regard to this man.

rubbish for 15 minutes. Mr BROKENSHIRE: Thank you, because | am getting
The SPEAKER: Order! The minister is out of order. The a bit soft-skinned with personal attacks on me; it is not easy.

member for Mawson has the call. The Hon. P.F. Conlon interjecting:

Mr BROKENSHIRE: Thank you for your protection, Mr ~ Mr BROKENSHIRE: | am asking the minister, for once,
Speaker. So, my sources, which are very good sourceshpt to be arrogant, not to be a bovver boy—
might add— Mr Goldsworthy: To be a bully.

The Hon. P.F. Conlon:Was it those three public servants ~ Mr BROKENSHIRE: Not to be a bully, but to be a
that you sent doorknocking? Were they your sources?  decent minister and table the second report from the Road

Mr BROKENSHIRE: No, they are good sources, Safety Advisory Council. | say this to the minister: if he will

actually. table that, we will give them every piece of assistance we can
The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister for Transport is out 1© 9ét this bill through.
of order. Mrs Hall interjecting:

Mr BROKENSHIRE: My sources told me that it was _ Mr BROKENSHIRE: | have not seen what the member
only on Monday that cabinet discussed the demerit points. {6 Stating, but the member for Morialta tells me—and |
is now Wednesday, so it was only two days ago—48 hourgnderstand_that there are some concerns |n_the upper h(_)use
ago—that cabinet had an opportunity to discuss this mattefbout certain matters _here, too, which we will talk about in
Yesterday—24 hours ago or thereabouts, a little bit over—th8U€ course. But, notwithstanding that, | want to get—
Labor caucus had an opportunity to discuss this. Then, what The Hon. P.F. Conlon:Go right ahead. You have already
happens today? We get a bill in this house, and it is reasoreen the biggest grub in the place—
ably unprecedented for a government to expect a parliament Mr BROKENSHIRE: Sorry?
to agree to suspend standing orders to introduce a bill which The Hon. P.F. Conlon: You have already been the
no-one has had the chance to read other than the privilegdiggest grub in the place; go right ahead.
had, and | thank the minister for that. The fact is, that we The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister for Transport is out
agreed to support the government for the right reasons andf order.
| believe, on the face of it, that these are the right reasons, Mr BROKENSHIRE: Butyou called me a little piece of
minister. jello; how can | be big?
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The SPEAKER: Order! The chair has already advised = The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Hammond and
members not to go down this path of trying to score points byhe member for MacKillop are out of order. They know the
denigrating each other. The member for Mawson has the caliules.

Mr BROKENSHIRE: Thank you again for your Mr BROKENSHIRE: That is just one scenario. That
protection, sir. So, | am saying that if the government and theould apply to people who have a job, so there is no bread
minister are actually 110 per cent bullet proof confident thaand butter on the plate, and it could apply to people who are
the Road Safety Advisory Council recommended in thegoing to TAFE, sport and all the rest of it. | do not really
second report—not the one a year ago, | am not interested think that | am being unreasonable in this request, but | am
ayear ago, that is history, | am interested in the present. Wagsking for once for a few words that | hear the Premier say
as a party, are interested in saving lives in the future, but inegularly: decency, honesty, transparency, accountability.
saving lives we are also interested in saving jobs. We are alsSéu can rattle it off because with Mr see-through Mike Rann,
interested in ensuring that mums and dads can get their kidbe plastic man, you can hear it every day. | want to see a bit
to school in country and rural regional areas. We are interesof that decency and that honesty and accountability, and |
ed in the fact that people can get to sport. We know that whewant to see a bit of transparency simply by seeing the second
you look at the increasing fines, and where demerit pointgeport tabled here in the parliament. | am really disappointed
have increased for minor traffic infringements, that it is verythat the minister has left—

easy now to lose your licence. The SPEAKER: Order! The member should address the
So, we know that we have to be not only a responsiblghair, not the gallery.
opposition for saving lives, but as well as saving lives— MrBROKENSHIRE: Sotry, sir. | am really disappointed

which is paramount and we have a good history of trying tdhat the minister has left, because | say to the minister if he
do that in every way, whether it is roads, whether it is extrds out there having a coffee and listening, could he please
police, whether it is a rescue helicopter service, whether it isome back in and indicate to the house whether he will table
medical retrieval teams, whether it is the helipads at théhat. Here he comes: thank you. | am simply asking, minister,
Royal Adelaide Hospital and the Flinders Medical Centre—Ia very simple question. | am asking you: will you table the
could go on all night talking about that. So, clearly, thesecond report from the Road Safety Advisory Council. All |
Liberal Party’s record is strong on doing everything that itheed is a yes or a no. Will you table that report in the
possibly can to protect and save lives from road trauma. Wparliament?

admire so much our police and our emergency services and The Hon. P.F. Conlon:If | give you a yes or no answer
those volunteers for what they do, but on the other hand—will you stop talking?

because there are always both sides of the equation—we have Mr BROKENSHIRE: | will stop. Yes or no.

to consider this scenario, and | will give it to you. A grand-  The Hon. P.F. Conlon:No.

mother drives through Adelaide. We all know that this  Membersinterjecting:

government stuffed up the 50-kilometre an hour Speed Z0nes. The SPEAKER: Order! The minister is gross|y disres-
So, what can happen is that a person who is not a hoon—pectful to the chair.

The Hon. PF. Conlon interjecting: Mr BROKENSHIRE: The minister said no. | seek leave
The SPEAKER: The Minister for Transport has been to continue my remarks, if that is the case.
counselled before. The member for Mawson. The SPEAKER: The member seeks leave. | will ask the

Mr BROKENSHIRE: | am sorry that the minister has house: is leave granted?
left, because this is so important that | would have thoughthe The Hon. P.F. Conlon:No.
would hang on every one of my words. He has already upset The SPEAKER: There being a negative voice, leave is
me today when he called me a weak little lump of Jello, omot granted. If the member does not continue, he loses his
whatever it was. But take this scenario, because this is ight to speak. There was a negative voice that did not grant
realistic scenario. A 70-year old grandmother is driving helleave.
grandchildren to school, helping out because mum and dad Mr BROKENSHIRE: What a low depth we have come
are at work. She does not know the area and goes downt@ today in this parliament. This parliament used to be the
road and get knocked off for doing 62 in a 50, so she losefpundation of democracy in society and fairness. Now we
three points. She inadvertently goes through a stop sign anfhve seen not only bovver boys as ministers carrying on day
loses another three points. Then on a long weekend, when sfieday out as arrogant ministers and members of a Rann
wants to try to help that family out shopping, taking them tol_abor government, but they have refused to document the one
sports, when things are tough on the farm—and | know thaimportant report. | think that is sad. What | will say is—
as a farmer myself—the grandparents are doing more and The Hon. P.F. Conlon:I'll tell you why it's not import-
more to help out, and on a double demerit point long weekengnt, i you like.
she does 109 in 100. Mr BROKENSHIRE: Why?
I would not call that a Schumacher or anyone like that, she  The Hon. P.E. Conlon: Because it was before the last
is not driving Formula 1, but she has been knocked off foqong weekend.
doing nine over 100 because she thought it was 110, because The SPEAKER: Order! The minister is out of order.
this government seems not to put up a lot of signson alot of s BROKENSHIRE: No wonder he’s a minister! It is
roads. And what happens is that she has done her licence jyg |onger relevant because it is before the last long weekend.
through those three things. She is not someone who is 90INgy hecause eight people died on the last weekend, that is
to be a real danger. important, but because 56 people died before that, they are
Mr Williams: She’s a hoon granny. not important. How outrageous: how disgusting is the
Mr BROKENSHIRE: She is not a hoon granny at all. minister! And we will have a lot of fun pushing this point
The point | am getting at is that this has to be considered—through the minister’s electorate, because there is a double
Members interjecting: standard there and total hypocrisy, and that is a disgrace. That
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is an absolute damn disgrace. | have actually witnessed thi&hyalla or Mount Compass, like the member for Giles. | do
road trauma myself and | can tell you that | cannot stand itnot sit in a big V8 Statesman and doze off while the driver
| cannot stand going down the Victor Harbor road everydrives me, yet the member has this amazing position that is
night and in front of our own farm seeing seven black postsso important. | say to the constituents of the member for
notincluding the red ones. That is seven deaths right in fronGiles: read the debate, see what the member for Giles said,
of my own farm and nine between Willunga Hill and Mount see what we are saying and then judge the member for Giles.
Compass. And this minister says we are not damn well Ms BREUER: On a point of order, Mr Speaker—
entitled to see the Road Safety Advisory Council’s report  The Hon. P.F. Conlon interjecting:
because it was a week before eight people died and therefore The SPEAKER: The Minister for Transport will be in
itisirrelevant. Thatis a disgrace, and the minister should fogerious trouble in a minute. The member for Giles has a point
once show some decency and apologise. of order. | remind the member for Mawson and all other
Ms BREUER: On a point of order, | talk about relevance members not to continue down the path of taking cheap shots
or repetition. | am sitting here tonight following the honour- at each other across the chamber. It is not in the interests of
able member’s arguments and listening very carefully. | anglebate and is not the role members should fulfil here, which
not sure what he had for dinner or what he had to drink fojs to represent the people of South Australia with dignity and
dinner. | can find no relevance to this issue. This is abouproper behaviour. We are getting to a point where the chair
people dying. This is about trying to do something about oumight have to suspend the parliament, because there is no

road toll— point. If members cannot behave themselves, the chair will
The SPEAKER: Order! _ have no option but to suspend the parliament.
Ms BREUER: He is turning it into a tirade— Ms BREUER: That is exactly my point of order, Mr

The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member will Speaker. | am sitting here listening and trying to follow the
resume her seat and not talk over the chair or she will bgrguments. We are talking about legislation that will save

named on the spot. o ) people’s lives. It is totally irrelevant to what we are talking
The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Sir, | rise on a further point of - apout. Can we please get on with the legislation?
order. The SPEAKER: Points of order are not a time for

The SPEAKER: Order! Anyone trying to talk over the speeches. The house is on notice that, if this silly behaviour
chair will be named on the spot and will be subject to thegontinues, | will suspend the parliament: | will have no
discipline of the house. There will be none of that. No-onepption. We will ring the bells and that will be it.
dare talk over the chair. It is outrageous behaviour and will * \jr BROKENSHIRE: | take your guidance, sir. We are

not be tolerated. very serious about this bill. | say to the media and to the
The Hon. G.M. GUNN:Mr Speaker, |— community—

The SPEAKER: Order! | have not called the memberfor  1re Hon. P.L. White: You say to the media?
Stuart. | said today that we do not have people popping Up 1 BROKENSHIRE: Yes, | ask the media to look at

automatically: the chair will call someone when appropriate, ot has been said tonight and see what this government is
I remind members of standing order 128 regarding repetltlogoing to this parliament again.

and irrelevant debate. We are getting close to that point. The Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:

member for Stuart. Mr BROKENSHIRE: The member for West Torrens can

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: The comments of the member : A
for Giles were not a point of order but a vehicle to attack the?lﬂgr?]éb#érlebe“eve in this place, and so do the people who

member on his feet. It was quite unique. The Hon. PF. Conlon interjecting:

The Hon. P.F. Conlon interjecting: 4 .
. : Mr BROKENSHIRE: They believe in democracy. | ask
|
The SPEAKER: Order! | uphold the point. There should for the tabling of the South Australian Rann government’s

be no reflection on members.
road—

Members interjecting: .
G The Hon. P.F. Conlon:1 don't have it.
The Hon. G.M. GUNN: | ask you to strike it from the
you el Mr BROKENSHIRE: Your office has got it. Send your

record. h :
The SPEAKER: Order! The chair is responding. man down the road to your office.
The Hon. PF. Conlon interjecting: The Hon. P.F. Conlon:l haven't got it.

The SPEAKER: The minister is out of order. If members ~ Mr BROKENSHIRE: We will adjourn for a while and
want to keep behaving in this way, we may have to bring thé Will go with you and pick it up.
parliament to a halt. It is not appropriate to suggest that The Hon. PF. Conlon interjecting:
during a dinner break a member might have consumed MrBROKENSHIRE: He doesn'twantto. | will painta
alcohol or any other material that is affecting their debate. I8c€nario.
is out of order and inappropriate to do that, and the member The Hon. P.F. Conlon: | don’t want you to rely on it.
for Giles was inappropriate in her behaviour. The housé/ote against it.
should get back to the substance of the debate, which is the The SPEAKER: The minister is completely out of order.
double demerits bill. The member for Mawson. Mrs Hall:  You misled the house yesterday by saying
Mr BROKENSHIRE: | thank you for your protection, you'd provide it—
sir. One thing that definitely has an impact on road trauma: The SPEAKER: The member for Morialta is completely
you do not drink excessively and drive. | more than anyoneut of order. We are getting very close to the situation where
am very careful about that as | have been a member of thiae chair will call the debate repetitious and direct the
CFS for a long time and was proud as a minister to be ablnember to cease speaking, and the house will decide whether
to credit my own town with a road safety accident accreditathe member will be heard further. We are getting repetitious
tion and the best state-of-the-art fire truck because of thdebate without directing comments to the substance of the
damn road trauma we had. | am not chauffer driven back tbill. The house will decide whether the member will continue
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to be heard if we keep this repetitious argument going aboutampaign in Western Australia. It was prepared for the
presenting material. The member for Mawson. Western Australia Office of Road Safety. It was a public

Mr BROKENSHIRE: | suggest to the house a scenariodocument from September 2004, so it is reasonably recent.
because, until | see a document, | have no other choice. Orie fairness to good democratic debate—that we do not often
year ago, the Road Safety Advisory Council made a reconsee in this parliament—it is basically a mirror image of the
mendation in written form to the then minister. That recom-July 1998 report from New South Wales, which actually said
mendation said, ‘We support double demerit points on longhat double demerit points would make some difference—and
weekends, on public holidays and on eight designated dayge will talk more about this later in the night—if there is the
ayear, which might be the beginning of school holidays ana&quivalent amount of policing, police saturation and a decent
so on.’ | can see the sense in that. They had a caveat, whichedia campaign. That is fine.
was that double demerit points will not work unless, together | understand that about a year ago the Rann government’s
with the double demerit points, we have police saturation anchuch talked about Road Safety Advisory Council said
significant, hard, in-your-face campaigns in the media. Thasomething similar. | also understand that a very important
was a year ago. Things have moved on since then and | witeport, which will not be tabled publicly for about three
outline why. months—a national report which looked into this—has totally

Way back in July 1998, there was an evaluation report bylifferent information from those two reports. | can only take
the New South Wales government—the Roads and Traffiit that, given that the minister has refused and been so
Authority. It was an evaluation report on the double demeritarrogant as to not allow us to see the latest report—
points trial. That came about because a year before the New The Hon. P.F. CONLON: | rise on a point of order, sir,
South Wales government had introduced double demerifecause | am fed up with this diatribe. We do not have a
points. It is important that we put on the public record whatreport from the Road Safety Council; my office does not have
it states, as follows: one. | cannot table what | don't—

Itis important to recognise that double demerit points should not  Mr Brokenshire interjecting:
be considered in isolation but as an important component in the  The Hon. P.F. CONLON: No; | told you | would give
state's holiday road safety packages during 1997-98. The considers,  «p o c\var The only other thing we have is the agenda

able efforts in publicising speed management issues undoubted: : .
helped to initially achieve and maintain— em and the discussion paper prepared by Transport SA.

i
and | repeat this for the benefit of our colleagues: ‘undoubted:. The SPEAKER: The Minister for Transport will resume
ly helped to initially achieve and maintain'— is seat. Itis not a point of order.

the high level of the public awareness of the double demerit points The Hon. P.F. (?ONLON: Itis, sir. .
measure. The high levels of police and RTA resourcing— The SPEAKER: Order! If the member for Mawson again

the RTA is equivalent to Transport SA— goes down the path of tedious repetition of that point, | will
of enforcement also helped to bring about heightened awarenessinVOke standing order 128, which will require him to cease
police enforcement. This helped to further reinforce the credibili eaking; and it will be up to the house as to whether or not

that unsafe road-user behaviours were being enforced during tf€ can continue. He has raised that point ad nauseam, and the
period in which the double demerit points applied. It is in this minister, as | understood it and heard it, said at the outset that

context— he did not have a report. It is pointless to keep raising the
| repeat it again because it is important: it is in this context—same point.
that double demerit points can be considered an outstanding success. Mr BROKENSHIRE: Because | respect you, sir, | take

That was July 1998 in New South Wales. We have heard th@" Poard whatyou are saying, but| say that we can twist the
minister say that New South Wales, Western Australia an ords. It may not be an actual report: it might be minutes of
the Northern Territory have double demerit points. As |th€ meeting— _ ,
understand it, at present we do not have Queensland, Victorja 1he Hon. P.F. Conlon:We do not have anything from

and Tasmania, and we may or may not at this point in timdhem. o ) ) )
have South Australia. Mr BROKENSHIRE: This is not being tedious, sir, but

Mrs Geraghty: Let's oppose it and we can all go home. ! Will finalise this point and then move on, because | listened

Mr BROKENSHIRE: | find this amazing. Members of to you, sir, and | respect you. One way or another in the last
the government keep interjecting across the chamber— féw weeks an absolute decision has been made by the Road

The SPEAKER: The member does not respond to Safety Advisory Council which, I understand, has different

interjections because they are out of order, and responding f§commendations, propositions or outcomes from the earlier
them is out of order. one. All I am saying, on behalf of the parliament and the

Mr BROKENSHIRE: Well, we will not be just opposing community of South Australia is: please let us know what
it and going home. Sir, | seek your guidance on this. Thisthqse differences are. It is a simple question. But we are not
parliament is here for the betterment of the community 0@°ing to get them—

South Australia. Therefore, there is debate, and, because it s The Hon. P.F. Conlon:| have told you | have not seen
debate on an important issue such as this, we will not just:

oppose it and go home. We have not said that we will oppose The SPEAKER: The Minister for Transport is out of
this bill. We have asked for some information. That is all weorder.

have done. We asked for some information—which we hav?] The Hon. P.F. Conlon: It is the same point hour after
not got. our.

| now want to talk about the Western Australia report, The SPEAKER: The member for Mawson needs to move
which was a research report. It was an evaluation of thento his points.

2002-03 trial period, so it is more recent. Indeed, it is very Mr BROKENSHIRE: | am moving on, sir, because |
recent. Itis an evaluation of a period 2002-03 about a doubltke it that the minister is covering up on this matter by using
demerit points enforcement campaign and a supporting medéatechnicality.
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The Hon. P.F. CONLON: | object. That is simply an Mr BROKENSHIRE: Thank you again, sir, for your
imputation of improper motive and it is absolutely incorrect.protection. The technology for saliva tests is there, and they

The SPEAKER: Is it a point of order? have found so many more people who were drug driving. We

The Hon. P.F. CONLON: Itis a personal reflection, and all know that South Australia is the cannabis capital of the
the honourable member imputes an improper motive ifSouthern Hemisphere.
saying that it is a cover-up. It is simply not true. Ms Thompson: Why didn't you fix that, Robbie?

The SPEAKER: | uphold the point of order. Amember  MrBROKENSHIRE: The member for Reynell says,
should not suggest that another member has covered upYhy didn’tyou fix that, Robbie?’ | will tell the member for
implying dishonesty or lack of integrity. The member for Reynell why we did not fix it: first, because it was a Labor
Mawson should not go down that path. government. Dr what’s his name, who was the minister—

Mr BROKENSHIRE: Thank you, Mr Speaker. Letus ~ Mrs GERAGHTY: | rise on a point of order, sir. The
look at the wisdom of double demerit points, and let us looionourable member again is wandering way off somewhere,
at the background. We will start with the background becaus@ay away from the bill. He should just get on with the bill so
you cannot get to the point of a debate unless you have tHBat we can deal it.
background to it. We have a situation where our roads in Membersinterjecting: .
South Australia are in a very bad state. | will give the house The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Mawson is
some examples of what causes road trauma. This issue Raking points which, | believe, are relevant to the bill, but he
being debated as a result of road trauma, and everyone agré¥£ds to focus on the bill and not be distracted. The points he
about that. We must talk about why we have road trauma. Waas been making, | believe, are relevant, as an alternative
hear about a few things: speeding, yes; inattention, yes$trategy. The member for Mawson.

alcohol (over .05 and particularly over .08), yes— - MrBROKENSHIRE: Thank you, sir, for your protec-
The Hon. I.P. Lewis: Drugs. tion. The member for Reynell asked: ‘Why didn't you fix it,

Mr BROKENSHIRE: Drugs, yes, drug driving, and we Robbie?’ It was because we did not create the mess in the

will talk about that. Members might be interested to knowfirst place, and we did fix a fair bit of it. We tried to get zero

that, in committee, we will be introducing some amendment{lerance on hydroponic cannabis through. In fact, as the then
relating to drug driving, but | will go into that later on, Policeé minister, | spent two years pleading with the then
Clearly, drug driving is one factor. In fact, recently in a -€2der of the Opposition, the now Premier (Hon. Mike
ministerial statement the Premier said that in South Australif&nn), 1 support that. We never even got a press release
29 per cent of all the drivers who die—not the passengers, ng2ck from him. We were not in a position to get that through.
the people whom they might have hitin the collision and not! &t is why we could not get that through. However, we did
the people who are at the Julia Farr Centre or at othey€t it through in opposition because the Premier then realised

rehabilitation centres—had illicit drugs, amphetamines ofhe prob_lems associ_ated with cannabis. L
cannabis in their system. We will probably find far more people drug driving in this

state than we ever expected. | am not sure whether we have
ot got the drug driving bill through because the Premier does

driving legislation now. Victoria has been implementing that otwant to be embarrassed by that or whether he just wants
legislation; and, sure, the government got a kick in thg® 96t it through just before the election. | damn well know
backside a couple of times when it brought that in because thIQ's' that, if we are Serious abqut this bill ton'ght’ we will
technology was not quite right, or some smart person had ghsure that drug dr|v[ng testing occurs .S|.multan(.aously
good lawyer and challenged them. However, | have spoke ecause double demerit points and drug driving testing run
to a Victorian police inspector, and he said that it is goin oggther.d .- I . th bl Dri

very well. In fact, he said that, when they do their buccal, . rug r|V|ng,bv|ve a " agr:ee,f |sta:1c}>1 er prokemt. rl\f/er
swabs (which, | understand, is the method used to detectdrlﬁ Ining 1S a probiem, 100. In 1act, 1 have spoken 1o a rew

driving), they have been surprised at how many drivers havfVing instructors in recent times, and they tell me that they
been détected—far more than they ever expected are very concerned about our structure in relation to driver

The Hon. P.E. Conlon: It's not a buccal swab: it's a .training.compared to t_hat in other states and compared to
saliva collection . e See far 00 MmNy yoUAG people under the age of

Mr BROKENSHIRE: _It IS S.'"!"ar- o . 25 involved in road trauma in our state.

The Hon. P.F. Conlon: No, it is not similar. One is & Apgther cause of road crashes, obviously, is the condition
DNA test, you goose. T.he pther is a saliva test. of the roads. | want to talk for a moment about this, because,
Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: if we are going to be serious about road safety and not just
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for West Torrens pying this in so that we can champion this bill as a win for the

will be warned in a minute. The member for Mawson. government of the day, | think we must debate and encourage

Mr BROKENSHIRE: The test they dois actually— g holistic, strategic approach to road safety.

The Hon. P.F. Conlon: One of his advisers is blowing What do we need? If we are going to improve and fix our
kisses to him in the gallery. Can we stop him doing that? Itoads, we need a transport plan. | think that you need a plan
is off-putting. if you intend to do something strategically. We do not have

The SPEAKER: Order! the transport plan yet, and | encourage and call on the

The Hon. P.F. Conlon:lt is not attractive, believe me.  government to introduce that urgently. The backlog on road

The SPEAKER: Order! | do not know whether the maintenance was at $160 million. As | am best advised, itis
Minister for Transport wants this bill dealt with tonight, but possibly now up to $200 million. The South Australian
the chair is quite happy to suspend the parliament. Someommunity is faced with a $200 million backlog in relation
members might benefit from getting some fresh air. Théo road maintenance. In addition, we have a lack of road
member for Mawson. shouldering. A lot of overtaking lanes need to be constructed.

Clearly, that is a big issue. To show how big it is, | will
mention Victoria, which has had the guts to bring in the dru
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We have trees overhanging and close to the road. We have The Hon. P.F. CONLON: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point
roads that do not even have rubble road shouldering. Nowf order.
and again | travel on a road as you head out of Murray Bridge The SPEAKER: The member needs to come back to the
towards Karoonda. That is a really interesting road becaussill. The member for Mawson is stretching the tolerance of
that road is similar to the Mad Mouse at the showgrounds.the chair and the standing orders to a point which is now

The Hon. I.P. Lewis: Worse. unacceptable. The member needs to come back to the

Mr BROKENSHIRE: Worse, as the member for substance of the bill, which is about demerit points.
Hammond said—and | would agree. Mr BROKENSHIRE: Thank you, sir, and | will. I finish

Mrs Geraghty: How long has it been like that? by saying that they are just a few examples. | could go on all

Mr BROKENSHIRE: That road goes up and down like night about the lack of road infrastructure, but | do not want
the Mad Mouse. | would call it a cheap ride on the Madtg do that to the house. There is a $200 million backlog. If the
Mouse. In fact there is a sign on the road— government is serious about the benefits of introducing

Mrs Geraghty interjecting: _ double demerit points, which is the very heart of this bill,

The SPEAKER: The member for Torrens is out of order! then it has to be prepared to fix the roads and give people a

Mr BROKENSHIRE: There is a yellow diamond-shaped go. Look at what Premier Beattie has just announced in
sign on this road. The sign has the back of a semitrailer draw@yueensland when it comes to road safety.
oniton an angle and it says: ‘If you are driving a semitrailer,  The Hon. P.F. Conlon:He is a good bloke.

be very careful on this bit of the road.’ For instance, do not Mr BROKENSHIRE: He is because he knows how to

have the 'top.de'ck of your shgep or catt_le crate half stacke anage a government. The fact is that they have a road plan,
because it V,;”" tip over. What is that saying to people abou transport plan and a road safety plan. | think he announced
roahcjlria(];(ee}rya[ghty interjecting: $5.4 billion, from memory, of road infrastructure initiatives.
) : The opposition will support the general merit of this bill
The SPEAKER: The member for Torrens has been tonight. However, we need to highlight the inequity and what

warned. : : PR : : :
o . is not in this bill or what is not being addressed by this
Mr BROKENSHIRE: Itis saying that there has been a overnment when it comes to road safety.

total lack of road maintenance and commitment from this R tiv. in relation to oth d safetv intiati |
government. That is one example, but | will give some others. ecently, In relation to other road safety initiatives, | saw

In saying this, every now and again | believe that you havgxamples of road shouldering to which Victoria is very
to give credit where credit is due— committed, as well as other eastern states and Western

Mrs Geraghty interjecting: Australia. | also saw a lot of the white painted rumble strips,

The SPEAKER: i Warn. the member for Torrens for SO that when you doze off you hit that, it makes a noise and
defying the chair. The member for Torrens is warned. it wakes you up. They are important road safety initiatives.

Mr BROKENSHIRE: Thank you, sir. | believe that you We as a parliament, and particularly the government, need
need to give credit where credit is due. Mr Speaker, you arlP SPend that GST money on road improvements and road
not in a position to do that on this occasion, but Black Roagafety campaigns. If members look at the opportunities of
in the south is an important road to many of us. Mr Speakelt,’e'ng able to spend that money, it is there right now because
you had to fight for a long time to get that road fixed and e do not have the deb_t loads that we had after the State
even then, this state government cut its contribution ang@nk. We have reduced it from 28 per cent of debt going on
expected the City of Onkaparinga to do more. That jdnterest on gross state produc_t to about 9 per cent, from
appalling if you are serious about road safety. There has bedjemery—that is where we left it when we left office. A lot
a lot of road trauma along that road. Fortunately it has no/p! Money is available. Petrol is also a factor in this because
been fixed, but that is an example. it delivers GST dividends directly to the hip pocket of the

If members proceed a little further south, they would comedovernment and to the Treasury coffers. o
to the bridge over the River Onkaparinga. | became excited | would like to see that money from the GST going into
several months ago about what might be some road infrgoad safety initiatives because every time petrol goes up by
structure improvement. | saw Transport SA workers in thel0¢ the government gets around 1¢, which is a lot of money
area for a couple of days. They drilled some holes and ugnd which is not being committed, either. We all knovy that
went some big green poles. | thought that this was good0ad safety is the most fundamental management requirement
perhaps they would make it a dual-lane bridge or perhapgf & government and it will not occur simply by having this
extend the Southern Expressway over that bridge to make articular bill.
easier for the southern community. Do you know what | will now talk about what some of the peak bodies have
happened, Mr Speaker? A couple of days went by, and theaid. We cannot get a response thr(_)ugh the government from
signs went up with bags over them. | thought that they musthe Road Safety Advisory Council, but we did receive a
be about to build the extension of this bridge. They then tookesponse from the RAA. We received it, along with everyone
the bags off that sign—and guess what it said? ‘Heavy truckelse: it was a public response. | refer to a media release from
over 27.5 tonne go to the left lane’ the RAA dated 25 May 2005 headed ‘RAA urges caution on

I am not a road engineer, but we in the country have somdouble demerit’. | will refer to this particular press release
commonsense. Do members know what that says to me abdugcause it is very important. It states:
road safety? It says that the bridge is falling apart and, if you = The RAA is urging the government to proceed with caution with
have a truck which is over 27.5 tonnes, you should go to thés bill to introduce double demerit points during holiday periods—
left, as the government will not put any money into fixing it «ith caution’ it says—
because it is not interested in road safety. However, all yoa:
truckies get over to the left if you are over 27.5 tonnes, an ouble demerit points in light of questions hanging over the efficacy

that will Off_SGt the fact that Santa cannot control the roadSOf the Concept. RAA Traffic & Safety Manager, Chris Thomson’ said
These are just some examples— while the RAA shared the government’s concern about the spiralling

he RAA has recently indicated that it was reviewing its support for
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road toll, it was important to ensure that measures designed to arreagain when | get home and | think, ‘That is the ad that
this trend were soundly based. Di Laidlaw commissioned,’ and that is the latest advertise-

‘What we can say with certainty—based on New South Wale . ; ; ;
and Western Australian experience—is that double demerit poin?rs’nent from Transport SA; or it has a litle thing that says

during holiday periods will have no impact— compliments of the Victorian government’.

I should read that again because my colleagues may not h luse New Zealand asan example. How do they address
seen this. It states: aﬁ% matter? They have |ncrgd|ble impact road safety cam-
‘ : T ) paign initiatives. In fact, a police officer told me, ‘You go to
e O deoun paet Zealand and look at thei advertsing and come back

during holiday periods will have no impact on road safety unlesgﬁere and itis no wonder we have pepple driving around like
accompanied by— mad people, because we are not getting the message through.’
This is what the RAA is about.

The RAAis an incredibly responsible organisation. What
they have not put in there but which has to be read into it is
that is the key word. that the RAA is saying we should be very cautious about this

Mrs Geraghty: They are a lobby group, and you know it. legislation. | challenge even the minister, who has been

Mr BROKENSHIRE: The member for Torrens says the attacking the RAA today, to tell me that the primary core
RAA is a lobby group and we know it. Well, it should be a objective and basis of the whole of the RAA is about road

and this is the key word, colleagues—
massive—

lobby group. It has 600 000 members. safety. Of course it is. That is its core business. But it is
The SPEAKER: The member for Mawson will ignore the saying that in doing this the government and parliament

interjection, which should not be occurring, anyway. should be very careful not to throw the baby out with the bath
TheHon. |.P. Lewisinterjecting: water and disadvantage a lot of people who are not a risk on
Mr BROKENSHIRE: | would not want them to. | the roads but who will lose their licences. That is why |

continue the quote: wanted to get that material from the Road Safety Advisory

—massive increases in enforcement and public education€ouncil on the record. )
Mr Thomson said. ‘What is uncertain is whether exactly the same | want to touch on a couple more points before | conclude.
effect could be achieved by increased levels of enforcement angh doing so, | ask the minister to consider strongly what we
publicity alone.” Mr Thomson said that if this legislation is to be 5. saying tonight and to be cooperative, because we have
introduced, it must be accompanied by intensified policing an : ith him. If look d hat | h
public education, and a commitment— een cooperative with him. If one looked at what | have
. . . . Iready said tonight about these responses, one would have
| want to read this as well because this is not in the bill, an 0 ask oneself whether the government was seriously and
| am now flagging an amendment that we will be putting ., o1y |ooking holistically at the best ways of addressing
throug_h in the third reading. Iwantto_hlghllght to the houseroad safety or whether it is, in a knee-jerk manner, reacting
that this amendment was not something that was dreamed WP the Adelaide Cup long Weekend because we ’know the
by the Liberal opposition after good, commonsense Cons'derﬁinister said tonight during my éontribution when he

ation of this bill—unlike the government, which only took it interrupted that he is basically interested only in what
to cabinet after it had announced it in caucus—
The Hon. D.C. Kotz interiecting: happened that weekend.
e Hon. ... 02|r.1er]ecmg. h ¢ | That is not the way a government should run a road safety
Mr BROKENSHIRE: ' And, as the member for Newland ey, |t should have a goal of zero deaths on our roads—not

says, that is disgraceful, and | agree with her. It says: in 2010 or 2015, as we have seen discussed in a lot of the

—a commitment to a formal review at a later date. plans of this government, but right now. | say to the govern-
That is very important, and | will talk about that in a while. ment that | am disappointed it has not been prepared to
The statement goes on: provide information to us tonight that we know is available

‘If the review indicates that the same road safety gains can b it. But I have made that point and I respect the Speaker,
made through increased enforcement and publicity without the needtho has said | cannot dwell on that, so | will not—but | am
for double demerit points, then the government should be preparegisappointed. But here we are putting out an olive branch to

to retract the legislation, — the government and saying, ‘We will go along with your
I think | need to read that again. It says: double demerit points.” Most of us will, anyway.
‘If the review— Individual members in the Liberal Party can reserve their

n—the sunset clausréghts' They are not puppets and they use their own common-
sense. Whilst you may see some of them have a different
gobint of view tonight for reasons to do with their own

once there is a review on this legislatio
and then a review—

indicates that the same road safety gains can be made throu : : : ot
increased enforcement and publicity without the need for doubl lectorates, the Liberal Party will support this legislation, and

demerit points, then the government should be prepared to retract thdave pleasure in advising the house of that in my few
legislation,’ he said. remarks tonight. But, we do it with some caveats. These

Then it says: caveats are: first, show a bit of decency and transparency, and
The RAA acknowledges that legislation to modify driver Iet_us know W.ha.t the_ Road_ Safety A(_'JVISOt'y Council actually
behaviour at high risk times is necessary, but it would be wrong t¢@id recently in its discussions on this matter, because | know
legislate in this area if it could be shown that the same road safetiie council discussed the issue and came up with a consensus
gains could be achieved by the government simply committing tof opinion and a recommendation. Secondly, this bill will
increase policing and public education. definitely need to have a sunset clause, because it would be
That is very logical, and | have argued for that with thisvery bad public policy to pass this legislation tonight with no
government for three years—put some more police out thersunset clause relating to something which, first, has not been
on the road, and not just during the blitzes. Do not use thé&rialled in South Australia before; secondly, has been subject
advertisements that we used when we were in governmertb some very sound cautionary warning advice to the
They are three years old. | turn on the television now angdjovernment and the parliament from the peak motoring body
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representing 600 000 motorists, the RAA; thirdly, hasmentis involved—then | am extremely concerned that we are
implications for people in terms of not only the protection of not going to have satisfactory saturation policing. You might
their lives relating to road crashes and casualties—and wask why. | will give you the answer. It is because | happen to
support every initiative in that regard—but also how they carlive on the Victor Harbor Road, | was around on the Adelaide
keep their licences; and, fourthly and importantly, comes ori€Cup long weekend and on that road, | would have thought,
the back of legislative debate in other states where it has begou would expect to see saturation policing, but | did not see
indicated that perhaps double demerit points alone are not thie | have not seen saturation policing there since we had a
way to go or, in fact, that perhaps the double demerit pointblitz just before summer last year, and the police told me—
system is not working. The Hon. P.F. Conlon:Let the police decide how to do

It is a pity that we could not see those reports, and it is d@, Rob, because they’re smarter than you.
pity that we cannot wait for 12 weeks—when we have not Mr BROKENSHIRE: Now the minister is saying that the
seen much happen for three years—to see the national reppxtlice should decide. The excuse for not seeing the police on
that | know is being prepared. My office has been advisedhe Victor Harbor Road is that it is an operational matter.
that that report will not be for published for three months butThat raises a concern, because, second to that and running
that it will be published. I would never be accused personallyabsolutely parallel to this double demerits legislation, is the
but | am sure this government would love to blame me if | did$1.54 million commitment over four years. Let us round it up
not support this legislation and if there was one death over thend call it $1.6 million. That is $400 000 a year—
June long weekend. The government would be out there like The Hon. P.F. Conlon: Plus the extra money from
a flash; that would be its excuse if we lost another Soutlransport.
Australian on the long weekend. If as shadow minister for Mr BROKENSHIRE: We are talking about saturation
transport and police and former police minister | opposed thigolicing. We will talk about the money from transport in a
bill, I know what the Hon. P. F. Conlon would be saying minute, but—
about me. | will be supporting this bill. The Hon. P.F. Conlon:Go on; talk about it now.

There is another important scenario which we have not Mr BROKENSHIRE: No; I will.
debated tonight and which needs to be considered by all The Hon. P.F. Conlon: You wouldn’t know what it is.
members. Given that the jury is out on whether or not double  Mr BROKENSHIRE: | see. All right.
demerit points are providing a benefit, the following scenario  The Hon. P.F. Conlon:What you are doing is this: you
could happen—and this is just a scenario: | am not necessaare determined to defeat this bill by procrastination. You want
ly saying that this is the way we need to go but | think | haveto defeat double demerit points but you do not want to be held
a responsibility to put options before the parliament. Oneaccountable, but you will.
option is that we support this legislation, and | have said that Mr BROKENSHIRE: No, not at all. | am just thorough
I will be supporting it. | know that the minister is pleased toin what | do. We actually put effort into the debate because
have my support, as he always is. this issue is important.

The second option is saturation policing. We could put The Hon. P.F. Conlon: If this is you making an effort,
some good advertising material on the airwaves, on televimate, God pity the opposition.
sion, on radio and in the print media, and we could have all The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Let's get on with it.
that ready for the June long weekend. That could be done: The Hon. P.F. Conlon:This man is a goose.
there would be no problem about that. That would be The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The member is out of order.
interesting, because we would then have a really good Mr BROKENSHIRE: Thank you, sir. We have only
opportunity to scientifically analyse the best way to go with$400 000 a year for saturation policing. Given what | saw on
road safety initiatives. You might ask why, Mr Speaker. | will just the Victor Harbor Road, if that is saturation policing, |
answer that question, sir. The reason is that, over the last twdp not think double demerit points are going to get the
long weekends, we have seen shocking road trauma with mesults. This is also based on what both the New South Wales
double demerit points—none whatsoever. We also happen tmd Western Australian evaluations have said and what |

have seen that without any saturation policing— understand is going to come out in other reports. So, that
The Hon. P.F. Conlon:That's actually wrong. There was rings alarms bells to me. | have said that, so | will move on.

saturation policing last long weekend; we funded it. The minister then said, ‘What about the money from
Mr BROKENSHIRE: Oh, | see. Transport SA?’ | gather from that that the minister is talking

The Hon. P.F. Conlon:That's right; you were wrong.  about the campaign money that is going to come with the
The SPEAKER: The Minister for Transport is out of double demerit points.

order. The Hon. P.F. Conlon:No, that is not what | am talking
The Hon. P.F. Conlon:Well, he’s wrong, sir. about.
Mr Williams: The minister is wrong, too. Thatwouldbe = Mr BROKENSHIRE: Well, what are you talking about?

an operational matter, wouldn't it, Pat? The Hon. P.F. Conlon: If you do not know what | am
The Hon. P.F. Conlon:No. They asked us for the money talking about, why don’t you shut up?

and got it. Mr BROKENSHIRE: See, the minister does not know

Mr BROKENSHIRE: Given the minister’s interjections, what he is talking about. If you read what is in the debate, it
this concerns me immensely. You may ask why. | will tell says that you must have significantly—in fact the word is
you why. The minister just said—and this is very, verymassive—massive increased presence in media campaigns,
important—"You're wrong. The shadow minister is wrong.” and we will hold the government to that, and we will do our
| said, ‘Why?’ And the minister said, ‘Because we hadown personal evaluation of that, and if we are not happy with
saturation policing on the Adelaide Cup long weekend.” Thatt, we will be reporting to the South Australian community
worries me, because, if that is this government’s assessmethiat this government is happy to double demerit point but not
of saturation policing—and, as the member for MacKillopfollow it up with the fundamental requirements to get a
said, it is normally an operational matter when the governsatisfactory result. That will be on the head of the government
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because it needs to do a lot more. You have to say, why is theu three times the saturation policing that the minister is
government not doing more when it comes to saturatioputting forward.
policing? Why is it not doing more when it comes to a better  The Hon. P.F. Conlon:Are you sure about that? Will you
advertising campaign on road safety? Why can it only do itstake your reputation on that?
Mr Deputy Speaker—I am sure that you would ask this Mr BROKENSHIRE: |am very happy to say that if you
guestion, you are an intellectual man—why can it only dospend three times as much money—
saturation policing, and why can it only do proper marketing The Hon. P.F. Conlon:Will that put three times as many
and advertising campaigns when it has double demerit pointgidlice on the road?
| flag this for the minister when he sums up, or we will put  Mr BROKENSHIRE: What | am saying is this—
it to committee, but | would like an answer. | think itisafair ~ The Hon. P.F. Conlon:You do not know, do you?
and reasonable question. Mr BROKENSHIRE: | am saying that if $1.54 million
I would like an answer from the minister as to why theis spent directly on policing, then three times $1.54 million
government can only have saturation policing, and why it caf going to give you three times as much policing resource if
only have decent marketing campaigns if it has doublét is spent directly on policing and, therefore, | am saying that
demerit points? Otherwise you cannot have it, and to me thdbhere needs to be a lot more money spent here. We will have
does not make a lot of sense. On that, one of my Co||eagu@|00k at this because we have the June long weekend, then
said, ‘If you take what the minister and the government ar&ve have the October long weekend, then we have the
saying at face value, should you have double demerit pointshristmas period, and the new year holiday period. So, we
all the time?’ Now, some of us ask the question, ‘Why?’ My have a bit of time to look at the saturation policing between
colleague said, ‘If itis going to save lives on long weekend$iow and the election, and we will see whether
and public holidays, maybe if you put all the demerit points$1.54 million—rounded up, $1.6 million, divided by four,
up, that might be the answer.’ | personally do not agree witt$400 000 a year—whether that is sufficient for saturation
that and nor do most of my party. In fact, | know the argu-policing. | want to thank my colleagues for their genuine
ment behind double demerit points on long weekends, publigommitment in the debate in the party room—a robust and
holidays and the designated days is that that is when you haggdicated commitment of debate in the party room—at short
higher traffic volumes. So, whilst | take that member’s pointnotice to put through this very important piece of legislation.
to an extent, | also give credit where it is due, that the |conclude my remarks by saying this: number one, | am
government's intention is to double it then because there axtremely disappointed that a government that says that it is
more vehicles on the roads. all about accountability, transparency, decency, and honesty
| give credit to the minister—because | am a veryWill notprovide the opposition, that has shown an enormous

bipartisan shadow minister on his specific point there—but@mount of goodwill to suspend standing orders tonight to

again, | raise the point that long weekends and publi€nsure that we can get this bill through this house this week

holidays are serious days on our roads but so are week day® that— _ o L

so are general weekends, so are all days, and we are not 1he Hon. P.F. Conlon: You are opposing it. Don't lie,

seeing enough police presence out there on our roads. DayYRU aré opposingit. ,

day-out, wherever | go people say to me, ‘Where are the Mr BROKENSHIRE: Sir, | do not_I|e. You heard what

police?’ | am passionately proud of our police. | love thethe minister said. | ask you that he withdraw those remarks.

portfolio, | thank them for the great work that they do, but ~ The Hon. P.F. CONLON: I apologise, sir. | ask him not

there is only so much that they can do on road safety if the§® Misrepresent his position—he is opposing the bill.

have not got enough resources. We have not grown the traffic The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! This does not help. |

police at all. | did not have the opportunity to grow the traffic did not hear what the minister said. Can we just get on with

police either, | am happy to acknowledge that, although | didhis? I understand the member for Mawson is wrapping up his

grow policing by 203, and brought in a lot of civilians as comments. Can he justdo it? .

well—not me, our government, the Liberal Party. ~ MrBROKENSHIRE: Iam, sir. lam nota liar, a_lnd | was
But things have changed since then because we have moqgappomteg that t?ﬁ rlmmster called me that. Itis unparlia-

- ~ tary and untruthful.
money through the GST, so those police officers out there off'en ) . .
their motorbikes and in the highway patrol cars—the traffic The Hon. P.F. CONLON: On a point of order, I did not

; . Il him a liar.
police—are stretched to the limit, and they are not able &2 . . . -
work much after 11 o’clock at night. In fact, they only run Mr BROKENSHIRE: | will not be opposing this bill but

two shifts a day, and sometimes with flexible rostering theyV® Will b& moving some amendments. One will be that there
might work a bit later or start earlier but, by and large, the)}“usﬁ]be a sunseté:lalfse.t? eva{juatitr(ljls. iaht h

are not out there after midnight. Now, if you are going toagr-lt—ae% vvf)tﬂyF;E onlon:If you'd asked me, | might have
have saturation policing as part of this initiative then | would : . . .
suggest to youpthat tﬁe $2.54 million is not going to be M BROKENSHIRE: The minister might agree with me,
anywhere near enough. In fact, | would suggest, knowing gnd | thank him in antlcpa'uon.— . \

fair bit about the police budget, that you would have to have 1 "€ Hon. P.F. Conlon: | might have if you hadn't
threes time that to do proper saturation policing. engaged in an insulting tirade for two hours.

] Members interjecting:
The Hon. P.F. Conlon:What would that buy you? The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for

Mr BROKENSHIRE: The minister asked me, and I am npawson is wrapping up his comments. Can we allow him to

happy to answer his question— _ do it? It is going to be a late night as it is: | do not want it to
The Hon. P.F. Conlon: How many police would that go any longer than it absolutely has to.
buy? Mr BROKENSHIRE: | thank the minister for indicating

Mr BROKENSHIRE: The minister says what would support to that amendment and ask that he will support my
three times the $1.54 million buy? | will tell you, it will buy next amendment, which it is very important that | flag to the
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house in my concluding remarks. My next amendment willpoint amendment bill might not be the answer to all our
be to ensure that, parallel to this, we have the drug drivingroblems.

bill come through. I ask him in anticipation to supportthatas | do not think the government claimed at any time that this
well, because | am not sure about the merits of doublill will stop all deaths on long weekends. No-one is saying
demerit points, based on everything | have said in the last twehat. What the government is saying is that the advice we
hours, but | am supporting them as lead spokesperson. Asave at this date, from the people who are at the coal face—
indicated, the Liberal Party majority will also be supporting  Members interjecting:

them. But | am sure that drug driving legislation going  pr KOUTSANTONIS: | am not a minister, and from
through before the long weekend and getting those police OWhat the minister tells me—

there, taking those saliva tests— Members interjecting:

The Hon. P.F. Conlon: That's impossible. You silly Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | have known the minister a lot
fellow: it's impossible. _ o longer than members opposite and | know him to be a man

Mr BROKENSHIRE: In fairness to the minister, even of fine character and a man that | trust, and when he tells me
though he is attacking me personally again, | agree that itife does not have that advice, | believe him. If members

impossible by the June long weekend. opposite—

The Hon. P.F. Conlon:Why did you say that, then? The Hon. PF. Conlon interjecting:

Mr BROKENSHIRE: If the minister would let me finish, Mr KOUTSANTONIS: In any event, as the minister
Mr Deputy Speaker. If | could ask for your protection. says, he is honest about it: he does not think that the report

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Let the member for recommends double demerit points. However, those at the
Mawson be heard uninterrupted. | will listen to what he hagoal face who attend these accidents—not me and not
to say. members opposite but those who have to knock on the doors

Mr BROKENSHIRE: | acknowledge that | got a bit of the loved ones and say ‘I'm sorry to inform you but your
excited, because members have to understand that for twmother and father have been killed tragically in an accident’,
years we have been trying to get this drug driving billor ‘Your 18-year old daughter has been killed as a passenger
through. in an accident'—those people who have to make those death

The Hon. P.F. Conlon interjecting: knocks are the ones saying to us that this is long overdue.

Mr BROKENSHIRE: Eight and a half years ago the ~ What would the opposition say to us after the June long
legislation might have been possible but not the technologyveekend after those at the coal face have been calling on us
Today the technology has been available for over a year.tp do this for the last two long weekends and we do not do it?
acknowledge that the minister is right in saying that we couldVhat would they be saying then? | will tell you what they
not have police out there doing saliva tests by the June longill be saying: the government has failed its responsibilities
weekend, but we could have the legislation through botf@nd has not shown due care for those who have lost their
houses. Just as we are being bipartisan on this, we will bé&/es. | am not thinking that from this day forward, if this bill
totally bipartisan on the drug driving legislation. If we are passes, no-one will die on a long weekend on our roads, but
really serious about curbing the road toll, | throw out thewe are doing what those at the coalface are advising us to do.
challenge to the government to use its numbers to support th¥e will see if it works. Nothing is set in stone.
opposition; to accept our amendments and to debate the drug The minister has said that he is transferring funds for
driving bill at the same time. saturation in advertising—he knows that—and it is long

And would we be sending a powerful message out thergverdue. For eight and a half years under the previous
then on the June long weekend! Not only will you be able tddovernment it was long overdue. It mlght not wo_rk. There are
use your increased amount of money for an advertisinglenty of examples members opposite can bring up where
campaign and saturation policing, but every time people sel@nocent bystanders will be severely punished under this bill,
those ads the minister will be able say ‘And guess what elsBut we are doing it for the greater good. The one job | would
is coming: not only double demerit points, but drug driving ot want as a fireman, ambulance officer or police officer is
testing is coming in the near future. Stay tuned for furtheScraping somebody’s body off the road or off a tree and
information.’ And the police could be doing the same thing.knocking on their family home to tell them that their loved
So, I look forward to the support of this government in all myone is dead because the government of the day did not take
amendments. | finally say to the house, after a debate that wieir advice, that they were not listened to. What if you are
very important to have, let us have that sunset clause. Let (8€ Minister for Transport and the police are telling you that
evaluate where we are up to in 18 months and we will suppodtou need double demerit points on this day and you ignore

this bill in fast passage through this house, which will be leséhem and the next long weekend it is worse—we lose 12
than two weeks. people instead of eight? What do we do then? What do we

say to those people at the coalface?

Mr KOUTSANTONIS (West Torrens): | was on a joint The Hon. PF. Conlon interjecting:
committee in the last parliament with the Hon. Diana Laidlaw  Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Of course, you need more
and then the Hon. Angus Redford on a road safety committeepppers. That is not the advice they are looking for. The
a joint committee with the member for Stuart and the membemember for Stuart and | had a lot in common on this
for Hartley. We had a lot of evidence from experts on roaccommittee. We saw eye to eye on a number of issues. | know
safety and a number of recommendations were made to tted no-one with a greater commitment to road safety than the
then state government about effective means of curbing thmember for Stuart. A lot of members on both sides of the
road toll. | am glad that the opposition has finally after a longhouse often criticised him for his cavalier views on road
speech indicated that it will be supporting the government'safety, but | understand that he represents regional communi-
move for double demerit points on public holidays and longies and they see road safety in terms of quality of road, drink
weekends and other appointed times, but this double demedtiving and commonsense.
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But one statistic jumps out like spotlights on a dark roadone group said or did not say—but our South Australian
most of the people who are killed on our roads in Soutrexperts at the coalface are telling us to do this. It would be
Australia are young men. They are not all on drugs, but someemiss of us if we did not act.
are. They are not all drunk, but some are. But overwhelming- In my electorate there have been two serious accidents:
ly there is a culture of behaviour amongst young men andne on Henley Beach Road at Joe’s Pizza Bar, near Senator
their vehicles that is getting them killed. The Minister for Minchin’s office, where a car, travelling at about 150 km/h,
Police briefed us and said that over 70 per cent of fatalitietaunched into a Stobie pole and pizza bar, destroying that
involving young men are not doing things as simple asusiness; and on another occasion on Ashley Street, Torrens-
wearing seat belts. They feel indestructible. The only way weille, when four young kids in a hotted-up Commodore were
can get the message through to them is to take away thdiying at speeds of about 180 kilometres down a street where
toys. We will do it with a two-pronged approach: first, the the speed limitis 50 km/h. They became airborne after hitting
hoon driver legislation to stop the idiots doing their burn-outsa bump—no-one was wearing a seat belt—and they hit a
and drag racing by taking away their cars; and, secondly, iStobie pole.
you do this on long weekends when your mates are outona When we are confronted with the reality of what is

big night you will get double demerit points. happening, our hands are tied. We have to act. | do not like
Members interjecting: demerit points. | do not like the idea of someone travelling
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: It is that cavalier attitude that at 60 km/h on North Terrace losing six demerit points on a

concerns me. public holiday—no-one does. As a former taxi driver, | know

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! This will be a very whatitis like.
long night. | ask members to refrain from taunting each Mr Brokenshire interjecting:
another from one side of the chamber to the other. | would The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | warn the member for
rather it did not drag on any longer than it absolutely has toMawson. Next time he will be named.
The chair will not tolerate interjections from either side ofthe  Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker.
chamber any longer. The member for West Torrens has theunderstand that there will be consequences for some people,
call. especially those driving through Unley, but we are targeting
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Every time you are in the chair those people who are doing ridiculous speeds on country
you grow in wisdom, Mr Deputy Speaker, just like Obi Wan roads and endangering the lives of country people, because,
Kanobe. The members for Stuart, Hartley and | sought expegienerally, it involves not people who live in the country but,
advice and there are three ways to get through to young meather, those who are travelling into the country. There is an
about driving at dangerous speeds. The one thing they do nigisue about the condition of our country roads, but it is not the
care about is there own personal safety. The member faole issue. It is wrapped up in a series of issues that cause
Stuart had some very pointed questions of the experts whaccidents, including fatigue, not paying attention and kids in
were giving us their research as to how anybody could be sihe back seat crying, not wearing seat belts or making a mess
stupid. However, for some reason certain young men have nand taking away the parent’s attention. All these things
fear about the consequences of what happens to them incantribute to road accidents.
road accident. They do not believe it will happen and the The only way in which we can get the message through
more we show ads about them getting hurt, they do not cargs to say, ‘If you are travelling on long weekends, there are
The other point is that they love their cars as it is a statuserious consequences. It is not the same as driving Monday
symbol, a feeling of power, an extension of their exuberanto Friday. On these weekends, if you get caught not wearing
youth, and there is peer group pressure. The three things tagseat belt, it is double demerit points. If you get caught doing
experts told us that deter them from driving in these excessive0 km/h over the limit, it is double demerit points.’ It will
and dangerous ways is, first, taking responsibility for theifmake people extra vigilant. It might not work. There might
actions; in other words, if they are shown ads or are put imbe fatalities, but at least we have tried something.
front of role plays where they have to confront the parents of | know members opposite who oppose this bill are well-
their victims rather than their own parents. One example wasatentioned. | know that they mean well, but | ask them to
how would you go to your girlfriend’s house after she hasconsider what we would say to those at the coalface if we do
been involved in a serious accident and tell her parents thajot act—if we do not do what they ask us. Members opposite
their young daughter was seriously injured? That really hurshould ask what we would do if we were in opposition and
them. It was not about the consequences of what happenédhe police had called on the government of the day to have
to them but about what happened to others and how they weguble demerit points on public holidays and the government
responsible for that. That had an impact. refused to act. Imagine what we would have done to the
The other impact was losing their licence, and it was nogovernment of the day—and it would have been right. The
so much that they would not be able to drive but the conseppposition would be right to jump on us if we did not do this,
quence of having to tell their parents that they lost theibut we are doing it. We are doing it with good intentions.
licence. There was a loss of status among their peer grouphere will be unintended consequences.
and friends in not being able to drive. The important thingin | know that the Minister for Transport does not want to see
these young groups is who picks up who, who has the caanother headline or another police officer having to knock on
whose car is the shiniest, and so on, so if you lose yous door to tell a loved one that their family has died because
licence you lose the ability to go and impress people. Wheaf a road accident that should not have happened. If we have
you lose your licence you lose access to a job as many wotly punish some drivers, so be it. | support what the govern-
in jobs where they require cars. ment is doing. | think we are doing a good job, and we would
While this bill may not be the solution to everything, itis be condemned if we did not do it.
the best option the government has before it, given the advice
it has received. The shadow minister had an argument with  The Hon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): | do not share the same
the minister about the advice—where it has come from, whagnthusiasm for this proposal as a number of others who have
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spoken or indicated what they will do. Let us get our feeton The Hon. G.M. GUNN: The minister, the former senator
the ground. As someone who spends more time on the roahd | will go over and help at no cost to the taxpayer.
perhaps than any other member in this chamber, | think | havidowever, | want to get back to being a serious fellow. It takes
a little experience. a fair bit to get me on my feet. It has taken me all evening,
The Hon. PF. Conlon interjecting: listening to the member for Mawson, to work myself up to
The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Well, | must have done some- make a few well-chosen words on this particular matter. We
thing right. The views which | am about to put to the househave dealt with gum trees. What are the other main concerns?
tonight must be the views of those people who have sent me An honourable member interjecting:
here on 11 successive occasions. Everyone knows my stance The Hon. G.M. GUNN: And koalas, and we might talk
on this issue, and | make no apology for it. Let me put somabout corellas. If you want, we can poison them as well while
facts to members. First, this is an enabling bill. It enables theve are on the job. But, nevertheless, we will start taking
government to change the regulations. There is only one godattiver’s licences off people. | have very little public transport
thing about that: we will have another fight when thein my electorate. The minister is still debating with the
government tables the regulations, because | will be movingegional cities about whether they will keep their bus services
to disallow them. So the government has given us two kickgoing. There are no bus services to Leigh Creek, Arkaroola
in the goal square. and those places. It is difficult enough out there now. If you
The Hon. P.F. Conlon interjecting: are going to bring in a measure to take people’s licences away
The Hon. G.M. GUNN: What are the real consequenceson these minor matters, | think that you have reached a pretty
of this? We will have double demerit points and a number oharsh and unconscionable level.
police officers strategically placed around the state. | putit The other thing that this will do is bring more public into
to this house that we are just on the point of the public nearlgonflict with the police—nothing is surer. That is what will
having had enough of this sort of behaviour—of whackinghappen. Let me make it very clear to this house: when the
ordinary, decent, hardworking people on minor and trivialfirst of my constituents lose their licence and | believe it is
matters. We will hit the same situation as in the Unitedunreasonable, all those who issued the tickets will be named
Kingdom, where the parliament had to overturn the excessivén this house, because one unreasonable act generates another.
unnecessary and unwarranted attack. Too many ordinafyhat will be the only recourse open to me. | take note where
people were losing their driving licences when they shouldhe police cars sit and where they are placed. When | am
not have been. They were revolting. They were about to kicklriving on the road doing 110 km/h and one of them whips
out the councillors who were the architects of it. It was onlypast me—and | hope that everyone is listening because it is
a revenue measure—and the same thing will come her@nportant that everyone understands—for no reason at all and
Everyone can laugh and pat themselves on the back, butsee them 10 kilometres farther along, pulled off on the side
make no mistake, there will be unintended consequences anfithe road, | might just be a bit naughty and take the number
some very heart-wrenching cases where people have lost theind put some questions on notice.
driving licences, and the government will have some | have had a lot of practice at questions on notice, and
difficulty justifying it. That will be the consequence. guess who has to answer them? The deputy commissioners.
What will we do when this fails and we have another spatd-rom my past experience and discussions, they were not too
of road accidents? If someone runs into a gum tree, whodeappy about it. My attitude to this measure is that, if they are
faultis it? Can we legislate for that? Gum trees do not jumpoing to ping my constituents unreasonably, | will unreason-
out onto roads. We can chop them down. That will help aably put lots of questions on notice, and this is how they will
few. We can get out the chainsaw. That is one step. Thereo: who authorised police car number so and so; how many
fore, we have eliminated that. We can do nothing about thatilometres did it do last week; how many officers were in it,

because— and all those sorts of questions.
Mr Koutsantonis: You can't chop down the trees; they  That is what happens when you take unreasonable steps.
will not let us. The last long weekend when all these unfortunate people

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Have you ever heard of a dark were killed, we have not yet been told in this house the cause
night? | have known trees to fall over on a dark night. Thatof each accident. Was it speeding? Was it alcohol? Was it
is easily fixed. We have solved that problem. Where there imattentive driving, or all of the foregoing? Was it the road
a will there is a way. We still live in a practical world. There conditions? | was on the road that weekend. Thousands of
are too many academics out there. Let’s get your coat off, ronotor cars were on the road. We really are entitled to know

your sleeves up and get on with the job. before we are asked to vote on this matter what the causes of
The Hon. P.F. Conlon: Graham, | wish this parliament those accidents were. When you know the causes you can
was just me and you. It would be fantastic. make a better judgment in these matters. | want to know—

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Well, we would not have the The Hon. P.F. Conlon:Come on, Graham, no matter the
EPA or the department of environment, and it would be acause, your position will be the same.
better place. We could move on in the rural upland, get The Hon. G.M. GUNN: No, | am a rational person. |
development, and milk and honey would flow across the landnake judgments based on fact.

She would be a good spot. The Hon. I.F. Evans: On the merits of the case.
The Hon. P.F. Conlon: There wouldn’t be any bloody The Hon. G.M. GUNN: That is right: on the merits of the
koalas. case. Therefore, minister, please tell us what they are. The

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: | would not like the ministerto sad thing was that two police officers were killed. If anyone
get me talking about road safety on Kangaroo Island because supposed to be educated in good driving practices you
we might start talking about koalas. If you culled the koalasvould expect it to be police officers. | will not say anything
you would have $4 million to fix road safety problems. Cull wrong. Do not worry, Tom. | have been here long enough.
the koalas and you have $4 million more. That is an example. No matter what you do, unfortunately,

The Hon. P.F. Conlon interjecting: there will be unfortunate results. You have more people on
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the roads, you have more motor cars and you have a highly The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Probably not. | think both Peter
mobile population. We are encouraging people to travel to thélexander and | did try to tender him some advice. | do not
north of South Australia, and we want them to go there by théhink he took any notice of us, even though we did try to help
thousands. him. However, members are trying to sidetrack me, and |
I do not believe that if someone is doing 120 km/h drivingthink that is unfortunate because | am normally a man of a
on roads between Adelaide and Leigh Creek, Port Augustigw words. | could give members the whole history of
and the border and Port Augusta and the Western Australigdodnadatta. That policing arrangement was quite an interest-
border, they are causing any problems at all. Major steps havag story.
been taken to upgrade the roads. The greatest improvement My amendments will give people greater rights of appeal
in my time in this place has been the double-passing laneand will ensure that people know that there are speed
between Port Wakefield and Port Augusta; and, particularlygameras, which will slow them down, as well as more signs.
those last two at Port Wakefield have been a great improvéFhese are positive measures. Why just pick on one measure;
ment in road safety. This measure will require many morehat is, trying to take people’s driver’s licences away and
police officers. Will we have more police officers out on the trying to dip your hand deeper into their pocket? Why do
road at the expense of some of the isolated stations? that? Why not take the other sensible steps? Why not be
| have received a complaint in my electorate today thatnclusive?
there are inexperienced police officers at Oodnadatta. Does If the government wants to have a bipartisan approach,
this legislation mean that there will not be experiencedhen accept that the opposition is right sometimes. These
officers in a difficult policing environment such as we havesuggestions that we are putting are right, fair, reasonable and
there and that the people will not have enough experiencegensible. One of the things that always amazes me about this
police officers? | will take up this matter with the minister, place is that, whichever side you sit on, ministers never want
but | thought it was appropriate and necessary to make th® give in to amendments. They want to go through the circus
point tonight. | do not need to keep the house at length on thief legislation going to the other place and then coming back,
matter, but | say to the minister that he must understand thittstead of applying a bit of commonsense. It wastes a hell of
to deprive people living in isolated communities of the abilitya lot of time, to put it mildly, and it is a huge cost to the
to get between point A and point B because of minor mattergaxpayer. | do not support the second reading for the reasons
is not only unwise but also very unnecessary and causeshave outlined. | will have more to say in the committee
horrendous problems. It causes people to break the lawfage.
making it difficult for kids to get to school. It is very well for Mr Brindal: Oh, you won't.
people based in Adelaide who have access to taxis and buses.The Hon. G.M. GUNN: | will, yes. | will have more to
What the government will do is create a considerablesay. | look forward to moving my amendments. | even look
amount of anger over some of these proposals. The goverferward with great anticipation to the minister’s accepting
ment will have people such as me turn the ratchet up. | makiem.
no apology for it. | do not disagree with putting more police
on the road because | think it is the best thing to do. If the The Hon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Transport): |
government is really interested in road safety and not irmove:
revenue, it should stick up more signs saying that there is @ That the time for moving the adjournment of the house be
speed camera up the road. If the government really wants txtended beyond 10 p.m.
do something, do it. | know the police resisted vigorously on  notion carried.
the Liberal government’s coming to office, but we eventually
made them put up signs after the speed cameras. It was the pr wWILLIAMS (MacKillop):  We have a very extraordi-
policy of the government before the election to put up théhary situation here tonight. We have suspended standing
sign before the cameras, but they ignored it. | challenge thigrders to allow the carriage of a bill through all its stages
government to do that, because that will slow the trafficthrough the house, and that is something that happens very
down. rarely. Members would think that the house would do that
About 12 months ago, at Lincoln Gap just before you gebnly in extraordinary circumstances and when every member
to the big tanks, there was a sign with a drawing depicting af the house was genuinely informed of, and genuinely
police car saying ‘Highway patrol regularly patrols this road.'understood, what was going on and the need for the measure.
It has now gone. Who took it down and why? There wasThat is what members would expect. | am a little concerned,
another one at Wudinna on the Eyre Highway. | want tobecause | am willing to be convinced on this measure.
know, minister, who authorised to put them up and who wasiowever, on the information in front of me, | am not
the foolish person who took them down. It was a good ide&onvinced.
to have those signs. It was much better than sticking a camera | refer to yesterday’siansard at page 2623. In answer to

at the bottom of the hill at Tarlee, or having that fellow they 3 question from the shadow minister, amongst other things,
used to have at Woomera sitting over the bridge trying tQhe minister said:

catch some poor '””OC?”‘ fglloyv— We will provide every piece of information that exists to support
The Hon. P.F. Conlon interjecting: the bill.
The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Would you give George this sort | haye a copy of the minister’s second reading explanation.
of power? You would really have to be born again. If that is every piece of information that supports the bill, it
Mr Rau interjecting: is time we threw it out. The shadow minister pleaded with the
The Hon. G.M. GUNN: | know all about that case at minister to bring to the house some of the science behind this
Oodnadatta, and what he did was not all wrong. Let me telpill, and all we have is 2% pages of the minister's explan-
members that there were two sides to that story. ation, which contains no science whatsoever. | have high-
Mr Wiliams interjecting: lighted in my copy a couple of things which | want to
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address. The first is that the minister said in his seconthis government, because it is all about headlines, keeps

reading speech: talking about its strategy as though it is doing this single-
The intention of the double demerit point scheme is to enhancBandedly and it thought up this strategy. This strategy has

the deterrent effect of penalties— been around since before this government came to power, and

he goes on and says: it is a national strategy. This government just parrots the

during specific times when more people are using the roads anr&atlonal 'Strat.egy.
travelling long distances. Mr Brindal: Do they? They parrot?

We have had a couple of horrific long weekends with regarg, . Mr WILLIAMS:  Yes, they parrot it. They parrot most

to road accidents, fatalities and injuries, and | am very sorr{ings, actually. Let me talk about some of the statistics,
ecause | put up with some people on radio and in the

for the people involved, their families and loved ones. Itis . - . L
tragedy, and | have had personal experience through peodi§WSPapPers saying that the fatality rate in South Australia is

fairly close to me over the years who have been involved ifncreasing and that it is outrageous. The reality is that nothing
this sort of tragedy, as | am sure a number of us have. B ould be further from the truth. The number of deaths on

these sorts of tragedies are not confined to long weekend3CUth Australian roads from 1974 to 2003 declined annually
They are not confined to a few times during the year when th§0M & peak of 382 in 1974 to 156 in 2003. The number of

minister— vehicles and drivers on the road during that same period
e ; approximately doubled. So we have had better than a halving
biII'-?I—he Hon. J.W. Weatherill: Are you going to support the of the number of deaths over that almost 30 year period,

Mr WILLIAMS:  No. | am not. | have said that. | am while the number of vehicles and drivers has doubled. Serious

ready to be convinced, but nobody over there is convincin jfunes fell fromh 4055 in 1969 to 1 538_ in 2002. The
me. Road accidents happen randomly at all times during th ormation on the web site goes on to say.
year and | cannot understand what science the government is The decline has largely been due to the introduction of—
using to say, ‘We will do this on long weekends but not atand there are four dot points. The first is compulsory seatbelt
other times of the year.’ If itis a good measure that will savewearing. | do not think anyone would argue against that. It
lives, it will save lives any time, 24/7, 365 days a year. If it beggars my imagination why people hop in a motor vehicle
is a good measure, do it every day of the year. But we alloday and do not put on a seatbelt. The second dot point is
know it is not a good measure. This is about a headline. Aftebetter roads, and this is where | would argue, as did my
three years, not too many people in South Australia fail tacolleague the member for Stuart, that this is where this
understand that that is what this government is about: it igovernment has really fallen down. The official figure is that
about headlines. Itis not about actually doing the things thahere is something like $200 million worth of backlog
need to be done. We know some of the things that need to beaintenance which is languishing and not being addressed,
done, and I will come to those in a few minutes. The ministeiand it is a serious problem. The third dot point is improved
also said the following in his second reading explanation: vehicle safety. The vehicles in which we travel around today
The evaluation of the New South Wales scheme has indicately and large are much safer than they were in the early 1970s
strong community support for the initiative. and have contributed significantly to road safety. We have
That may be so. It may be that there is strong communitpetter suspension, better handling characteristics, ABS brakes
support, but there is no evidence from the New South Walegnd air bags. We have all these sorts of technological changes
evaluation that the measure actually works. The ministeto our vehicles. The last dot point is police enforcement
talked about community support but he did not go neafampaigns against drink driving and speeding, including the
whether the evidence suggested that the measure would tgroduction of random breath testing. | agree that all those
effective. Why did he not do that? Because the evidence i#ings have made a significant difference.
not there. There is no evidence from New South Wales to say Western Australia and New South Wales introduced this

that this measure is effective. measure over the last few years. The minister would have us
The Hon. J.W. Weatherill: But are you supporting it, believe that is why he is seeking to introduce it in South
Mitch? Are you mob supporting it? Australia now—
Mr WILLIAMS:  And this is why. The minister also says, ~ The Hon. P.F. Conlon: Just vote against it. Don't be
and he repeated it a number of times via interjection: boring, just vote against it.

To ensure every road user is aware of when double demerit points Mr WILLIAMS: | have told you. | have already said (if
will apply, the government will undertake intensive public educationyou were here) that | do not support it. The minister would

campaigns. have us believe that it has worked in Western Australia and
Only this week on public radio here in Adelaide the ministerNew South Wales, but he did not say that. He said that the
said, ‘Education simply hasn’t done enough.’ So out there opublic supports it. He did not say it worked because it damn
the airwaves the minister is admitting that public educatiorwell has not worked. Let me read from the ‘Evaluation of the
campaigns do not work, but the science behind this measutgal period of the double demerits enforcement campaign and
is, ‘We will undertake intensive public education programs.’supporting media campaign in Western Australia.’ This is a
The problem is that the minister told the house yesterday thaeport from last September. It is report 70091, and | will read
every piece of information to support this measure will befrom the executive summary. One of the conclusions states:
before the house today. This is the sum total of it, sir, and | Enforcement Activity: Police report 7.9 times greater enforce-
can assure you that it does not convince me. ment activity during Double Demerit periods—in short, the police
Let me talk about a few things to do with road safety, and'ave supported the initiative ‘on the ground”.

this comes from the Transport SA web site—I downloadedsir, this is exactly why the RAA in South Australia has

it last week. A lot of people in South Australia are probablyserious doubts about this measure. From the evidence from
unaware that the Australian nation has the National Roatlew South Wales and Western Australia, the RAA has come
Safety Strategy 2001 to 2010. This is a national program, yeb the conclusion that what has actually made the difference
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in those jurisdictions is the additional police activity. In sible for that road and has put a substantial amount of money
Western Australia there is 7.9 times greater activity. Fointo it. It has upgraded it and put in passing lanes, and that
every policeman that was on the road in the non-doubléas had a serious and significant effect on the amount of road
demerit time, there are virtually eight police. That, sir, is whataccidents experienced on that stretch of road.
| call saturation policing. That is saturation policing, and that, There are some things we could do. | ask the minister:
| believe, would work. This is what this minister calls why would you give somebody one penalty at 11.59 on a
saturation policing—$385 000 a year—that is what is goingFriday night, and at 12.01 (two minutes later) on the Saturday
to be spent in South Australia to saturate our roads wittmorning get double the penalty for the same offence? Why
police. Can I tell the house what that $385 000 would delivemwould you do that, sir? Is there any rationale behind that? To
to us? As a shadow minister | do not mind if we round it upmy mind, there is none. If the minister seriously thinks that
to $400 000. Can | tell you what that will deliver? It will this measure is necessary and will have the desired effect,
deliver one extra patrol car staffed 24 hours a day fobring it in 24/7, and police it properly, and let’s see if
$400 000 with one police officer in it. And we are going to something will happen. But what the minister and govern-
saturate all our regions of South Australia with one extranent are going to do—and they will get this measure
patrol car. It is a furphy; it is a con. The real problem | havethrough—they will saturate our roads with police over the
with this and the real reason that | have great difficulty inJune long weekend. They will put their hand up and say, ‘See
supporting this measure is because it is a con and it deceivesw good we are?’ And they will be deceiving every one of
the public. those young men that the member for West Torrens talked
We have lot a lot of young people out there, as theabout.
member for West Torrens said, particularly a lot of young They will be deceiving every one of them because the
men who get in their motorcars and think they are invinciblereality is that double demerit points will not be the cause of
Our job should be to train them and teach them that they aréhe reduction in the number of road accidents on the June
not invincible. But when we have governments introducingong weekend, it will be the serious saturation. There will not
stupid measures like this, all it does is reinforce that belief irbe one extra car in rural South Australia, but it will be a
the minds of those people that the government is out thergerious saturation, mark my words. If you are half smart, do
protecting them, and that they are invincible. That is all thahot take the car out of the front drive on the June long
this is going to do. It is going to reinforce in those minds thatweekend. This government brought in some ridiculous speed
everything is okay because the government has brought mestrictions in this city when it came to power, and a number
double demerit points. This is the panacea; this is going tof constituents have contacted my office. One of them came
solve the problem, and now they will think, ‘1 am invincible in to visit his daughter; he drove down Glen Osmond Road,
so | can go and do what | want to do. There are a number dfirned into Hutt Road to visit her in the city, and an hour and
things that you could do to seriously address road accidentslf later he drove out along Hutt Road and back up Glen
in South Australia. They are generally either extremelyOsmond Road. He did not know that it was a 50 km/h speed
unpopular or would cost a lot of money, and that is why theylimit in the Parklands. He got pinged coming in, and pinged

are not being addressed by this government. going out. Under this measure, in an hour and a half he would
Mrs Hall: Or both. have done his licence.
Mr WILLIAMS: Or both, as my colleague points out. | agree with the member for Stuart. This is going to

This costs very little money, and it will grab dozens andpresent the government with some very angry people.
dozens of column inches and great big headlines. That is whnother point that the member for Stuart made needs
this government embraces this idea. | will tell you some ofreinforcing: the amount of conflict that this will cause
the things that should be done if we are serious, but | do ndietween our hardworking and dedicated police and the
expect them to happen. The first one would be to stogeneral public. We know how hard it is to recruit police in
entertaining things like the Clipsal 500 racing around our citySouth Australia because we had to go to Great Britain to
streets. We would stop it, and | know that it would berecruit them, because we cannot recruit enough people in
incredibly unpopular. The young men that the member foSouth Australia. Why? Because this government is asking
West Torrens was talking about get a serious rev from thatem to do very difficult work; work that brings the police
sort of activity. We would stop the Premier doing wheeliesofficers into conflict with the general public, and it is not a
in Britain, and having it put across our TV screens. We wouldvery popular occupation when you are doing that sort of work
stop the Premier saying that part of the future of Souttall the time, and when you are being asked to police incred-
Australia is building sports cars, and demonstrating that bybly draconian laws. That is another downside to this bit of
doing wheelies— law. I also highlight the problem with drugs and driving—and
Mrs Hall interjecting: speaking of parroting, members of the government say, ‘Why
Mr WILLIAMS: Yes, | will be a spoilsport. The most didn’'t you doitin 8% years?’ The technology was not there,
important thing we would do is to start spending money orand they know it. The technology is there now.
serious road improvements. The Dukes Highway in years This parliament has had the opportunity for over two years
gone by had one of the worst reputations for road trauma ito address the matter but again the government will not do
the state. It has been taken over by a couple of other roads that, because again it wants a headline later on this year in the
recent years. It has been taken over because every fivan up to the next election. If this government had any
kilometres on the road today is a passing lane, certainly fromonscience at all about what happens on the road, it would
Tailem Bend end to Bordertown, and the road from Borderimmediately embrace the amendments that will be brought
town to the border is being repaired. Unfortunately, there aren this bill by the opposition, and introduce drug testing at
still some road accidents that occur on that road, but it is #he earliest possible time. | could go on but unfortunately |
hell of a lot better than what it was. It could be one of theam virtually out of time. If there is some science, | call on the
most heavily trafficked regional roads in South Australia, andninister and some of his colleagues to bring it to the attention
itis relatively safe. Why? The federal government is responef the house.
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Time expired. crashes are up 37.5 per cent and the weekend fatalities and
crashes are up 1 per cent. | am not suggesting that the

Mrs HALL (Morialta): | have absolutely no doubt that minister is unaware of these figures, but it seems to me that
every member in this chamber considers the issue of roagbuble demerit points for long weekends, from 12.01 on the
safety as one of the top priorities in public debate at presengaturday morning to 11.59 on the following Monday, have
| also acknowledge that it is one of the most complex issueghe wrong focus, because those figures are absolutely clear
that we have been involved in over the last few yearsthat the serious and major problems are the weekday crashes
particularly when one looks at the available statisticaland fatalities.
information. It is with great reluctance, however, that | will  This is a sheet that | recommend all members look at,
be supporting this bill as it is currently before the house, an@ecause it also shows that passenger fatalities have increased
I hope most sincerely that the minister and the governmerni that same period by 216.67 per cent. It is the highest
consider most seriously some of the amendments that apercentage increase, whereas many of us are wrongly under
going to be moved by the opposition. the assumption that it is the drivers. When you look at some

My electorate, like every electorate, | have no doubt, camf the other figures on another reference that | am going to
produce a range of figures that are horrifying, and thaiake, they tell a different story, which adds to the complexi-
constituents come to talk to us about probably most days afes of this horrendous issue. The other particular statistic that
the week. | am going to put on the record some of those thdthave no doubt everyone in this chamber is just mortified by,
concern the electorate of Morialta and, | have no doubtwhen they look at in stark reality, printed out on a sheet of
concern members of the police force, and probably mangaper, is the one that shows that the age grouping from 16 to
members of Transport SA. One of the most serious areas tha® in that four-year period has increased by 225 per cent.
involves road safety or lack thereof is the intersection ofwhen you look at that figure and then look at the gender
Gorge Road and Newton Road which, over the last foubreakdown in some other material that | will be using, it is
years, has seen 30 major crashes, and the last one was fagabbably one of the most serious issues facing this
The north-south road of Newton Road, Darley Roadparliament.
Sudholz, St Bernard's and Penfold roads is considered to be | have no doubt that we are going to start to hear some
the third most dangerous road in our state, and has had Sfories over the next few days, as this bill goes through both
crashes in the last 12 months or just over. The third roacchambers, of the sorts of issues that have yet to be addressed.
which sadly we all read about too often, is Gorge RoadThis may be a start, and we can look at and listen to some of
Lower North East Road, and since 1999 there have been 11Re material that is being presented in support of this bill, but
crashes. it is really only a very small component of the issues that

I have no doubt that every member could give those sortaeed to be addressed in the ongoing debate. | understand that
of horrifying examples of the sorts of issues that will need tathe National Road Safety Strategy that all states have signed
be addressed over coming months, and probably years. Ong to outlines some targets for all the states to aspire to.
of the things that concerns me about this bill—and there arlowever, we know that we do not live in a Utopia, sadly, and
many—is that it is probably going to build up an unrealisticeven one death and one injury on the roads are things that we
expectation among the community that it is going to solve thall ought to be seriously addressing.
problem, and we all know that that is not the case. This bill The other document that | referred to when | was prepar-
makes two key assumptions: one is that it assumes drivers &irgy my notes for what | was to say on this debate come from
going to modify their behaviour on eight long weekends, orthe South Australian Road Safety Strategy 2003-10. We
nominated periods as they are called; and the other is thatard the member for MacKillop outline some of the targets
road safety is determined only by driver deterrents rather thathat have been set under this national strategy, which talks
road conditions, attitude, awareness and driver abilityabout the advances and gains that have been made thus far.
fostered by proper training. It talks about what has happened in Great Britain and goes

Upon the introduction of this bill, the question has to bethrough the decline in the road toll and attributes that to the
asked of the government: in addition to increasing demerifitting and using of seat belts and child restraints, improved
points on long weekends, what else will it do to improve roadoads, initiatives to curb drink driving, vehicle safety
safety both on long weekends and for the rest of the year? Wenhancement, greater speed enforcement and public education
have heard some suggestions made by the member for Stuatdpporting enforcement. | do not think that any of us would
and by my colleague, the member for MacKillop, and | havehave any problem with any of those issues.
no doubt that most members—since this debate started some When you look at the national and international compari-
months ago when the horrendous spikes in road fatalities argbn of how we are going in South Australia, it is quite
road crashes started—have all been reading some of tliéghtening. Along with probably every member of this
material that is readily available for each of us. One of thechamber, | understand that we really must get serious about
pieces of material prepared by the traffic intelligence sectionvhat we are doing. However, one of the most concerning
really surprised and horrified me. The heading of the sheéssues that has to be addressed will involve money and will
says ‘Fatalities to midnight’ and it goes through the yearsnvolve a lot more money but, as we know, this government
from 2002 to 2005, and the months to date so far. Whais awash with money for a whole range of reasons, including
surprised me in particular is one of the headings that saythe GST, and it should get some of the priorities right with
‘Week day fatalities and crashes’. what the community is screaming out for. The figures under

That has fluctuated from 31 in 2002 to 37 in 2003, 32 inwhen and where crashes occur are just horrifying, when you
2004 and 44 in 2005. But on weekends—which is what wedook at what is happening on our rural roads.
are talking about—long weekends, the comparison is quite | am not going to outline all those statistics. | can only
stark. For weekdays in 2002 it is 31 to 19; for 2003 it is 37urge members to look at this particular document if they have
to 19; for 2004 it is 32 to 18; and for 2005 it is 44 to 19. thus far not seen it. Under the heading of who are the road
When you look at the percentages, the weekday fatalities angsers involved, we see those ghastly statistics of young men
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accounting for 74 per cent of roads deaths with 26 per cent Mrs HALL: | will be interested to hear the minister’s
for females. Two-thirds of the drivers and riders killed orresponse when he winds up the debate later today. One issue
seriously injured in rural areas actually live in rural areas. Iof huge concern is the unrealistic expectation often built up
is a horror to all of us when we start reading in the dailyin the community about individual, isolated and selective
newspapers the very sad stories of the families whose livassues that will solve so many problems. That is why | said
have been devastated by either fatality or injury, or both. Thevhen | started my remarks that it is so complex. We probably
figures under what factors are involved in crashes are evesught to stress that message more than we are doing because,
more horrifying. if you look at the 16 to 30-year age bracket, particularly for
Again you come down to those specific issues of exces/oUng men, the message is not getting through to them.
sive speed (and there is a lot of material there), drink driving  The issue some of the young people have discussed with
(and again we are talking about the group that is most at riskne is that they do not seem to understand that punishment
being between 16 and 30) and the failure to wear a seat beikill in any way affect them. | find that quite horrifying. When
| find it incomprehensible that that is still a key factor you talk about the effect their actions have had on families
involved in the absolute carnage taking place on our roadsand other individuals, they seem to understand that. One
As | said earlier, | find it very difficult and am most reluctant constituent who came to see me to talk about the driver
to support this bill as it stands, and | do hope that the ministeraining aspect rather than punishment alone is keen for the
is going to look very seriously at some of the amendmentgovernment to think about using people involved in sporting
that have already been foreshadowed, including that corear clubs and individual car clubs who understand the
tained in the member for Schubert’s bill that he has beeimportance of knowing about the engines and all those sort
trying to get enough support to get through this chamberf things that petrol heads seem to sprout off effectively,
Since so many of these figures were compiled, the additionathich some of us do not always understand.

component of drug abuse on the road is something about | a5 interested to read about some of the issues related
which we are all concerned. Whether the proposal is moveg) the international component of road safety. Like many
by a member of the Liberal Party or a member of themempers in this chamber, | have travelled along the auto-
government should be of no consequence if we are serious gynns of Germany, and a road safety expert who was
trying to Qddress the absolutely terrifying and spiralling roaddiscussing the issue with me recently pointed out that
carnage In our state. Germany'’s autobahns are some of the safest roads in the

I, like everyone, have read the material that has come owtorld. | found that unusual, but he went on to tell me that the
of Western Australia and New South Wales and | guess thdéatures are that there are no speed limits, yet crashes are
one can make statistics tell any story you like. One of thénfrequent and the safety of the autobahns is commonly
things you cannot alter in any way is the fact that theattributed to their superb condition and design. They are
evaluations of both states thus far talk about the need fatonstantly checked for surface maintenance requirements,
changes and the additional factors that have contributed to ttahd one crack in one of the autobahns leads to the repair of
apparent success—and | use the word ‘apparent—of doublen entire section of road.

demerit points. | understand that Germany is smaller than South Australia,
The Western Australian summary talks about the fact thaput we have the material available to make serious assess-
weather conditions and driver exposure have not been takenents about where road design and road surface should have
into account in any of the evaluations done thus far. I wouldmany more dollars invested in terms of standards. The design
have thought that weather conditions were a huge factofeatures referred to in relation to the German autobahns
Some of the other issues which | would like to raise andnclude wide lanes, safety barriers and controlled access
which are most important include the importance of thepoints. | know controlled access points are not a big issue in
additional police presence on our roads. We can all talk abouhany of our outback areas but, if we refer back to the first
education campaigns, about constant use of the media agdctions about weekday crashes, particularly in the metropoli-
about the wonderful work that the police do in our schools irtan and near Hills areas, maybe we can look at it. German
trying to educate, but all that seems to be missing a factadrivers are also required to complete training and driving at
when we have the member for West Torrens standing in thisigh speeds in order to obtain a licence.
chamber talking about the attitude and feeling of invincibilit.y | think looking at driver training must be one of the next
that so many of our young men have. We have to be doingges that this government and this parliament addresses. |
something wrong if we are not getting the message throughy, only urge all members who have not looked at the
to these people. statistics on the two sheets | have talked about to do so. One
I sincerely ask members to look at these figures becausef the issues, on which | particularly do agree with the
when you see them starkly printed on a piece of paper, themiember for Stuart—and | will not flippantly say that culling
are just horrifying. We hear our leaders, the RAA andkoalas would save $4 million (as he did)—and which is
respected and esteemed members of the Road Safety Couneilatively inexpensive, is to put up hundreds more safety
headed by Sir Eric Neal talking about them, but seeing theigns in the community.
figures printed on many reports and pieces of paper adds a
different dimension. We have heard the minister talk about The Hon. D.C. KOTZ (Newland): When listening to the
saturation in the lead up to this debate and to this bill beingange of comments made in this debate tonight, | think it
presented, but figures that have been put together show thggnifies that all members in this chamber take this matter
saturation and a $1.5 million increase over four years is meagxtremely seriously. It is a matter that is a response to the
spirited in the scheme of things, because it works out to bgeath of young South Australians over a period of time,
$385 000 a year, and that equates to one additional police cgarticularly over the May long weekend and the recent Easter
staffed 24/7. weekend. The reason we are debating this bill tonight is that
The Hon. P.F. Conlon interjecting: the government has taken action to attempt in some way to
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assist in reducing the fatalities that we have seen so tragicalBbout the variability in the data between years, and the
on our roads over time. conclusion was reached that there was no firm evidence at
The major area of debate, of course, is whether the bilthat stage (that is, the 2003 second year stage) to suggest that
before us will do as much as the government suggests it wilthe impact during year two of the trial was significantly less
I have looked at much of the material that is available, inthan the impact in year one thereof. The paper goes on to say
terms of road statistics across the board in South Australighat, in some instances, the effect in 2003 (which is the
and | have looked at the evaluation reports on the existingecond year of the trial) has been equal to or greater than that
double demerit schemes in Western Australia and New Souih 2002.
Wales. It is unfortunate that the government itself could not  Again, | say that 2002 is the first year of the trial; 2003
provide much of the background and statistics that wouldvas the second year, when the evaluation was undertaken.
help the members in this house evaluate their positions. ThHEhat evaluation states quite clearly that no firm evidence was
assistance of that particular statistical and technical materiund to suggest that, during that second year, the impact was
is often very necessary for each of us to make our owmignificantly less than the impact of the trial in its first year.
assessment and evaluation of a bill that is placed before uk,does not give any answers as to why that lack of impact or
particularly as this is a bill that has now taken precedence adny further significant impact in the second year of the double
all matters before us in the parliament. Therefore, it has nalemerits enforcement could have been seen to be less
given many members on this side of the chamber—osignificant than in the first year.
possibly many members on the other side of the chamber—an Again, that highlights the very big question that is being
opportunity to undertake the evaluations and assessments tlaaked by me and other members in this chamber about
are necessary to enable them to come to a point of view iwhether the double demerits portion as a component of this
order to acknowledge whether or not the bill will do as muchbill is the right way to go; and whether police enforcement or
as we would like to see done to prevent the types of tragedieaedia education on its own is suitable and sufficiently
of life, particularly young life, that we have seen on our roadsequitable to turn around people’s attitudes in this state
in recent times. without the penalties of double demerits. It was also one of
In looking at the material that is available, | am afraid mythe comments made by one of the serious stakeholders in
conclusions are not necessarily supportive of the measures tte¥ms of road safety, which group has always been consulted
government presents in this bill. | do not intend to speak foby governments across the board because of its interest and
very long on the subject, but | have firmed an opinion, aftevery great stake in road safety, and that is the RAA.
reading this material, that several things are quite obvious. At this point the RAA questioned whether the double
Although the penalties that are being employed under theemerit penalty aspect of this bill would provide the impact
double demerit system are meant to cause a bit of pain fothat the government is hoping to see. The RAA said that,
and attention and acknowledgment of, the people of this stategased on the New South Wales and Western Australian
that, when they make mistakes on the road, they will, irexperience, it can say with a great deal of certainty that
effect, pay by expiation (which is greater financial disadvandouble demerit points during holiday periods will have no
tage to the individual), their licence may be taken from themimpact on road safety unless accompanied by massive
or they will lose the use of their vehicle. A series of penaltiesncreases in public enforcement and public education, and
is set to instil in individuals that the government and thenone of us doubts that. But what the RAA says it is uncertain
parliament are serious in terms of a disadvantage that will b@bout is whether exactly the same effect could be achieved
caused to those who cause harm to others on the road. by increased levels of enforcement and publicity alone.
However, one when one reads the evaluation of the | think that, when one reads some of the material that has
Western Australia trial period of its double demerits enforcecome out of the other states, that is the major question. One
ment campaign, with the supporting media campaign thasf the disappointing aspects of the Western Australian
took place in that state, again, there are some obvious areagaluation was another comment which appears on page 46
that stand out. As opposed to the issue of double demeriind which states:
points, two greater components were part of that trial period - The analysis of crash data has focused exclusively on events (that
of double demerits enforcement, including the greaters, crashes), and has not included an analysis of fatalities or injury
enforcement activity by police. That was a major componentata.
of getting the message across to drivers on the roads thatfhat means the number of people killed or injured in those
is a privilege to have a licence and drive on our roads, angvents. The crash data that was analysed did not take into
emphasised adherence to our laws in relation to speed limitsccount the number of people who were killed or injured in
not drinking alcohol during a period of driving a car, andthis evaluation that was undertaken. The evaluation further
other aspects that could cause problems that bring people inggates:
a position of either creating an accident or being in an  op, the basis that the double demerits initiative is ultimately
accident themselves. The major enforcement was the physiagdsigned to reduce the number of crashes on Western Australian
appearance of police by a ‘saturation’ of police on the roadgoads, it could be argued that the analysis of event [that is, crash
The second aspect of this trial period of double demerit§ata] as undertaken in this report is in fact more appropriate.
enforcement in Western Australia, quite obviously, was thé'hat may be the case for Western Australia, but it does put
media campaign. They spent a considerable amount @f question some of the more positive comments that are
money, time and effort to ensure that Western Australiansade in portions of this evaluation report. | am concerned by
understood what was about to take place during a particuldhe fact that, although there is a great reliance on the two
period set out by the Western Australia government tareas in Australia where they have already introduced this
implement the double demerits system. | should say that thischeme, there is still no real evidence that the three compo-
pilot project took place for the first time in 2002. That wasnents are all necessary to reduce the type of accidents we
the pilot year. In 2003 the evaluation of the two years of thatvould like to see reduced in this state and, of course, reduce
trial had taken place. A comparison was made in this papehe terrible road fatalities that we have seen.



Wednesday 25 May 2005 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 2733

Again, | can only suggest that, in terms of double dethat he wants it in by the June long weekend. All right, it
merits, | do not believe that in itself that is necessary. | dappeals to the public; there is no doubt about that. | have not
believe that police saturation on the ground will be moshad a chance to assess what my electorate thinks—whether
effective. | do believe that, certainly, a saturation mediat is in favour of this bill or whether it is against it. | suspect
campaign would have an effect on people in this stateit would probably be 50-50, and so | have to make up my own
However, | would consider that saturation of police is also anind on this. | experienced double demerit points when | was
question that members of this parliament will have to seén Sydney on an Easter long weekend two years ago. On
occur before they believe it. We have seen a reduction in theeveral occasions | drove from Parramatta into Sydney
number of police in many areas of the state. The amount dfentral. From memory, the road had speed limits of 60, 70,
money that the budget appears to provide to support police0 and 90 km/h. For most of the time | was watching for
to take up these other measures does not, to my mind, equatgeed signs and not watching the traffic. In fact, | said to the
to the number of police that would be necessary to take papgerson who was with me, ‘This is absolutely ridiculous. |
in a saturation campaign. have no idea what zone | am in half the time because of the

Recently, | noticed that the Police Commissioner referredheavy traffic, but | am supposed to be looking for speed signs
to the fact that a blitz was to be made by police because of tHe see whether | am doing the correct speed.’
number of serious crashes that had taken place on the Main | thought that, if | was doing 80, as | was on that occasion,
North Road over a period of a year. | think those crasheand | happened to be in a 60 km/h zone and | was picked up
totalled approximately 454 throughout the year. In all theby a camera, | would lose double demerit points. | think it
hours that | have driven on that metropolitan section of thevas six at that stage, so | would have lost 12 points—licence
Main North Road over the past three months, | have yet to sdished. | thought it was incomprehensible that |1 was
any police blitz. In fact, the only police car that | can recallexperiencing this and hoped that we would never get it in
seeing on the Main North Road over the past month was jusouth Australia.
recently and it was escorting a long-load trailer. There does | refer now to the statistics for such things as road traffic
not appear to be any sign of a saturation of police on the roa@talities per 100 000 of state population from 1950 to 2004.
to reduce accidents. The graph and the statistical table basically show that, since

At this point | am not supporting the government’s bill. about 1978, there has been a fairly steep and | would say
I will decide as we go through the committee stage of thigapid decrease in the traffic fatalities per 100 000 of state
debate. | will support the amendments that the opposition wilpopulation. That statistical information takes us to the year
move to attempt to bring a certain stability to the bill, and 12004: it does not include this year obviously. We have been
will make up my mind at that point whether I will support the making very good progress. No, it is not perfect, but the
third reading of the bill or whether | will totally oppose it.  figure has been reduced very significantly at a time when the

I do not believe there is one member of this place whaamount of traffic on our roads has increased enormously. |
does not seriously hope that measures can be taken in teeek leave to incorporate this purely statistical table into
future which will assist our young people in this state to getHansard.
their head around the fact that they are far more vulnerable Leave granted.
in motor vehicles on our roads than they believe they are, but  Number of road traffic fataliti€d per 100 000 population,

| also believe it will be a very hard job for anyone to take on. South Australia, 1950 to 2004
However, | will add a few more comments at the committee Road traffic
stage. All road accident
traffic _ fatality rate

Mr MEIER (Goyder): 1 will make a few brief points. | Year d(?\]a;gs P?B%'S)“O” (%gb%?;t%?g 000
do not think this measure will help reduce the road toll. Two 1950 170 709.5 24.0
of the deaths which occurred the weekend before last were 1951 197 7324 26.9
in my electorate. It was an absolute tragedy; both of them %ggg gg ;?gé %32
were 17-years old. | certainly knew the parents of one of them 7954 153 7971 192
well. Speaking to the police after the accident, | was informed 1955 173 819.6 21.1
that apparently the two 17-year olds were simply heading 1956 167 848.6 19.7
towards Adelaide, doing the right thing, and a four-wheel 1957 185 873.2 21.2
drive pulled out to pass another car and went straight into the }ggg igg ggg'g %i
car in which the two 17-year olds were travelling, and that 7960 203 945.3 215
was the end. | cannot see how doubling demerit points would 1961 203 971.5 20.9
have made a scrap of difference to that particular case. 1962 194 987.5 19.6

Afew weeks earlier there was another tragedy at Kulpara %32431 ggg ig%g-g g%é
in my electorate, when a person failed to give way on the 7945 243 1067.6 228
road coming from Bute into Kulpara. Apparently they failed 1966 270 1094.9 24.7
to stop at the give-way sign. My assessment is that the driver 1967 253 1109.8 22.8
who hit that car which did not give way almost certainly =~ 1968 275 1121.8 24.5
would have been looking straight into the sun. | travel that }ggg §z51£1) ﬁggg %(2)'2
road very regularly, and at that time of day (| think it was 1971 292 1185:4 24:6
near 5 p.m) the sun is right on the horizon and you have real 1972 312 1202.4 25.9
problems seeing. Again another fatality. Again | cannot see 1973 329 1217.9 27.0
how double demerit points would have avoided that tragedy. 1974 382 1236.2 309
We could look at many other examples. }3;2 gg? g?ii gg'?

I am very disappointed that we are not having the chance 1977 306 1286.1 238

to think this matter through carefully. The minister has said 1978 291 1296.2 225
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1979 309 1301.1 23.7 two years. | do not want to be accused of having been an
1980 269 1308.4 20.6 accessary to another death by not having supported legislation
igg% %% i%?? %g-g which seeks to _redur_:e the death t(_)II on our roads. If it
1983 266 13458 19.8 succeeds and brings it down dramatically, | will say, ‘Well
1984 232 1360.0 171 done.’ | question whether it will but, because of the two year
1985 268 1371.2 19.5 sunset clause which | believe will get through (it may not get
1986 288 1382.6 20.8 through this house but | believe it will get through another
igg; %gg 14318421:3 ig:g place), | do not think | have any option but to give it a go,
1989 222 1419.0 156 even though | have expressed my personal concerns and fears
1990 226 1432.1 15.8 that this will have little significant effect, if any, on the road
1991 184 1446.3 127 toll. But | have made my point and, despite that, | will
igg% %gg iigg-? ﬁ-g support the second reading.
iggg }Si iiggj ig:g Mr VENNING (Schubert): | entered the chamber only
1996 181 1474.3 12.3 a few minutes ago and therefore have not heard many of the
1997 148 1481.4 10.0 previous speakers, so | apologise if | repeat anything said by
iggg ig? iigg-g iéi others. | oppose this bill as it stands, as it will impact very
2000 166 1505.0 1.0 much on country people more than on city people; and,
2001 153 1511.7 10.1 because | represent country people, | think | would be derelict
2002 154 1518.7 10.1 in my duty if | sold out on this issue. Country people, as we
2003 157 1526.3 10.3 know and we need to remember, travel many more kilometres
(239r04 139~~~ 15343 9.1 ___than do city people and therefore are more susceptible to
otal road traffic fatalities of drivers, passengers, pedestrlangbein icked losi . d losi heir li d
motorcyclists, bicyclists and others. g picked up, losing points and losing their licence. An
Source: when they lose their licence they do not have the alternative

Australian Transport Safety Board (ATSB) 2003, Road crasimethods of transport that you have in the cities, or even in the
data and rates, Australian States and Territories, 1925 to 2003arger regional towns.

ZOOgT;?dRS’:ge%ebaetPZgb’g‘fjs“a"a‘ monthly bulletins December  Tiq i a1l about points demerits and taking away people’s

ATSB publications from www.atsb.gov.au driver’s licences. As the member for Goyder just said, | know
ABS 3201.0 Population By Age and Sex, Australian Statesof a lot of people who drive without a licence because they
and Territories, time series spreadsheets from www.abs.gov.aHave no choice, and they just run the gauntlet. All you can do
Mr MEIER: This table indicates that in 1974 we had is pick them up and throw them in gaol, because they will do
30.9 road traffic accident fatalities per 100 000. We are nowit again. That is lawlessness, and we should never justify that,
down to 9.1, and that has been progressively falling. In factand people should not be forced to drive without a licence,
9.1 is the lowest ever, and that is for 2004. So, why are wéecause it is unlawful.
suddenly having what | would describe is a knee-jerk reaction | really do have a conflict of interest in this issue as a
to a situation where it is clear that the police have beeperson who does approximately 50 000 to 60 000 kilometres
tackling the job properly and over a period of time thea year, and | have accumulated more than a few points. Just
number of deaths have been decreasing? the other day, as | said before, | got picked up for doing
| fear that thousands of people on our roads will be drivings1l km/h going into Gawler because | assumed, wrongly, that
without licences because, rest assured, a lot will be caugfttwas a 60 km/h zone. There were no houses on either side
and have double demerit points imposed—a lot of them, bf the road and | did not see the sign, for one reason or
believe, for pure ignorance: in other words, they were doingnother, and | was sitting on 61 km/h and got booked, got the
60-odd km/h in a 50 km/h zone. One would say, ‘Well, theyfine and got the points. On it goes. | got pretty cross. | was
are not allowed to drive on the roads if they do not have anotin any particular hurry and | thought | was doing the right
licence.” We all know that. You are not allowed to exceed thehing. You lose the sign and you can lose your licence,
speed limit, but people do. Just because they do not haveparticularly on a long weekend if we bring in this sort of
licence does not mean they will not be on the roads. Categislation. | am very concerned about that.
members consider the implications of that? | am happy to support many areas of this legislation but,
I well remember—and | think | highlighted this case toif you are going to address the confusion between the
this house some years earlier—a person whom | knew sayirig) km/h and 60 km/h zones, | believe instead of having a
to me, ‘I have a bit of bad news. | have lost my licence for10 km/h margin for error you should make it 15 km/h, and
three months.’ | said, ‘I am sorry to hear that. What hap-thenimpose double demerit points. In other words, if you are
pened?’ He said, ‘| was caught speeding, and | have lost it fosn the 10 km/h it is ordinary points and if you are over the
three months.’ | said, ‘Well, how are you going to get to 15 km/h it is double points. | am happy with that because if
work?’ He said, ‘Drive.” | said, ‘But you have lost your you are 15 km/h over the limit you are speeding. But at
licence for three months.’ He said, ‘It is my business and 10 km/h, you only have to miss that sign and it is very
have to make a living. There is no way | can get here otheconfusing.
than drive, so | will be driving.’ | saw him at the end of that  Before we contemplate uniform double penalties across
three months and | said, ‘How did it go?’ He said, ‘Yes, | gotour state, how about beginning by implementing uniform
by. | drove every day.’ This parliament is going to imposespeed zones across South Australia? This really annoys me.
that on, | believe, potentially thousands of people. Is thafAs legislators we ought to be ashamed of the situation we
what we want? | would say no. have at the moment—absolutely ashamed. As you drive
So where do | stand on this issue? It is very clear fromaround our state, do you think it is reasonable as it is? You
what | have just said. Nevertheless, | know that one of ousee 50, 60, 70 and 80 km/h limits all over the state. What
amendments is to insert a sunset clause, to give it a trial fdrappened to the old regime when we had 35 miles per hour
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through every town and we knew what the speed was? Whatgns. As you drive from West Beach into here, as | do every
do we have now? If you go up the Norwood Parade it isnorning, you go through about six or seven different speed
60 km/h, but if you drive through Truro on the highway it is zones. This applies not so much now because the road works
50 km/h. If you do not see the sign, you have lost yourare no longer there. However, when they had the road works
licence. by the airport, there were seven speed zones starting from 80
We tolerate this. We are legislators, we are professiondm/h and reducing to 70, 60, 50 and even 40 km/h. How
people and it is an absolute nonsense. What about having@liculous is that? It is absolutely ridiculous. And we still
some more signs out there warning people—not just what theeckon that is reasonable. We sit here and we are supposed
speed zones are, but warning them of the hazards that are datbe governing a state like this. It is a nonsense.
there? | think South Australia has fewer signs per kilometre | get pretty stoked up about this issue. As | say to you, sir,
than any state in Australia. We have only just started puttingf you do not see that sign, you lose your licence, and then
up these signs warning drivers about being drowsy. ‘Drowsyou either get alternative methods of travel or you drive your
drivers die, they say. They certainly do, sir, more than wecar illegally. It is high time that we brought an end to this
realise. Itis as bad as alcohol, and probably worse mixed withdiculous situation. | also would like to see this billamended
alcohol and, of course, worse than that, mixed with drugs. Weo put in uniform speed zones, that is, 60 km/h for all arterial
as legislators ought to be ashamed of the situation we hawnd access roads, and 50 km/h for all suburban or inter-town
here. Bite the bullet and bring in uniform speed laws acrossoads. As | have said, we have all sorts of people making
South Australia. But what we hear is stony silence. Is it todhese decisions; give it to one body and we will see some
hard or something? Why don’t we address this? It is absolutsanity.
nonsense. Yes, sir, | believe this bill is just a knee-jerk reaction to a
pretty serious problem. There have been 62 killed on our road
| refer to the powers that people have: we have councilso far this year, and some of them we know. Several of them
making these recommendations. Just the other day in tHeave been in my electorate in the Barossa Valley. A lot of
Barossa Valley, it was announced that they want to bring ithem hit trees on the side of roads, and these people were not
a 80 km/h speed limit over the whole region. People have judtpeeding. | think it was inattention and fatigue. Look at those
about had enough. They want 80 km/h over the whole valleywo police officers who were killed. That was an absolute
All it does is slow everything down. Tonight | was talking to tragedy. It is the road conditions that killed those people. It
the member for Giles in the corridor—and | hope she doess a very bendy road with trees right alongside the road, and
not mind my repeating this. The honourable member saidhese trees are huge. Some of these trees are actually inside
‘Well, 1 don't get picked up because | just set my cruisethe white line on the side of the road. If you happen to be
control on 50 everywhere | go.” You are dead right, membegoing down the road with your wheel on the white line, you
for Giles: everybody does that, and you wonder why Adelaidevould hit those trees. The white guide posts are sometimes
is blocking up. You wonder why we have traffic congestion.painted on the tree. Sir, that is not good enough, and we do
Worse than that, some people sit on 40 km/h knowing thahot seem to want to address this problem of road conditions.
they cannot get picked up, and what does that do? | believe Why does the government not want to match its rhetoric?
that a person doing 40 km/h is a bigger hazard on our road&/e have heard here during the debate on this bill that with
than the person doing 20 km/h over the speed limit. They arpositive actions we will reduce our road toll. Sixty two dead
a bigger hazard because people are trying to go around thems;pretty bad. We all know that drugs are huge problem on our
they try to get inside them; and they try to intimidate them.roads, but the government still sits on it. For two years | have
You see it every day of the week. Just last week | saw #ried to address this aspect of our road carnage. | have been
person intimidating an ambulance in O’Connell Street. Theyaccused of playing politics. | have challenged the govern-
came out of a side street and pushed the ambulance off timeent, asked it and urged it to take over that bill; | do not care.
road. | just cannot believe some of the things that theseam notin a marginal seat. It is an issue that hurts my people.
people do. It hurts everybody. Take this bill over and get into it. Just
We have total confusion with our zones out there.copy the Victorians. My bill does that with secret penalties;
Minister, we are addressing this issue, which is importantthat is all it does. But, no, we just dilly dally, and do nothing.
We are all very concerned about our road toll. Why the hell As | said, | started two years ago asking for the police to
can’t we fix this one up? Why can’t we get out there and sayhave the power to do blood tests, as they had prior to 1996.
‘Councils, we are taking the power away from you. You've Go to the police to demand a blood test. But the government
had your go, and you've stuffed it up.” Look at Unley council threw that out. Then, over 18 months ago, | tried to bring in
with all the nonsense that is going on out there with the 40andom drug testing on the side of roads. That was also
km/h zones that it introduced in their backstreets. It is totathrown out with the support of the Independents. Last
confusion and chaos. They ought to take that power awayNovember, | introduced another bill which was a third
You should give the power to a central state body to organisattempt to mirror exactly the Victorian legislation with blood
these speed zones. Whether it be the road safety body that Siwab testing and the chemical testing on the roadsides. But,
Eric Neal heads up, | do not mind, as long as it is one bodyhere we are: the government continually refuses to address
and it uses uniform laws across the whole state. Then wey bill, and it brings in its own. It is laying on the table, and
might see some sanity enter this whole stupid situation. for how long | do not know—
I am ashamed, and all those involved in road safety ought Mr Brokenshire: It has not been laid on the table.
to be ashamed, too, because what we have out there is Mr VENNING: It has not even been laid on the table; it
ridiculous. Every time | get pinged | think, well, | did not is just out for public consultation. All | can say is that | have
intend to get fined, but | did not see their sign—and | am butooked hard at this bill, and it is exactly the same as mine but
just one. Yes, if you just do not happen to see the sign, yowith different phraseology in it. The only difference is the bit
now spend your time looking for signs rather than looking forabout blood testing that the government threw out two years
road hazards. You are forever looking for the speed zonago. That is the only bit that is different; the rest of it is
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exactly the same. | do not care. | am not getting hung upve can see people driving around on bald tyres, no brakes,
about that. | am quite happy to leave it like that; it does nono lights, all this sort of stuff—
worry me. The Hon. P.F. Conlon:No licence, according to you.

| believe that we must put random drug testing into this Mr VENNING: And often no licence, as the minister
bill. Put it all together, and then we and people out there wilSaid. You are dead right. That is wrong and it all ought to be
know that we are really dinkum about addressing thiglone on a check. If drivers knew that they could walk into a
problem. It is working for the Victorians, so why will it not check like that, fewer people would take the risk of driving
work for us? Of course it works for us—give the police without a licence. So, | believe that we should bring that back
powers to take the swab test, and do the job for us. So, whi\y‘- | also believe that, on the surface, this sounds like a good
do we not amend this bill or the government's bill on drugidea butitis going to impact very heavily on country people
testing? where they do not have an alternative. | also believe that too

Why do we not see the drug statistics printed in our loca any people on our roads have a severe attitude problem.

media as we did earlier this week? We saw all the alcohol hey think that they are king of the road, they think that they

affected statistics and, as shocking as they were, the statistig%?/i:,]ng\]/ |sn'3|”bsleo,f 3ﬂd they think that they have the greatest

were prir])ted for us all to see. Why do we not see the drug, e ieve that on renewal of licence—when we get a
numbers? They mustknow what they are. The minister m'gmeence, and then every five years—we should all go in for a

like to tell me: is the Police Commissioner prohibited from compulsory lecture and video on road safety. We should all

i ? . .
;[‘Zigrlli? l;i&"’ggrthsgrg[]es' rc-)ra? degcré}léztnlt(\r;i(z:\{\{rr?ﬁggtiﬁg t?l\(l)?) 0 it as a matter of course so that then you could be reminded
Y y bout the road carnage, how fallible and how mortal we are

test. They know;hg statistics, so why do they not print then};\gainst these metal monsters—because that is what they
in The Advertiser’? Minister, tell me in your wrap-up why that are—and how to drive responsibly on our roads, particularly

is not the case. Is the Commissioner empowered to makg, v, are driving on roads with trucks, caravans, different
those figures public? If he is not, | challenge the Commis-

; , , . .—road conditions, wind, storms—all those conditions—and
sioner to give us those figures and printthem. The \ﬁctonarg‘ISO driving at night. How many city people come out onto
statistics—I do not know whether they are the same as Fheé(ountry roads and have an accident because they have not
is three times worse in Victoria than the alcohol roblemgdriven at night before, or they run into animals on the road

; ; ol p because they are not trained at all? These things should come
When we think what our alcohol problem is, that is absolutelymto a compulsory driver education program
staggering. So, why do we not get on with it and put these Lastly, all the money that is raised from these fines, and

figures in the media so that we can all know about it~ AgalnaII the money that is raised from licences—and it is a

| challenge the Commissioner to puphsﬁ those flgures. considerable amount of money—ought to be channelled back
I want the government to get on with it, and I do think thatinto this area. Firstly, to educate our drivers—and that is past
the government is—as | said a few weeks ago—a whiteghe first part of getting a licence but thereafter being educat-
sepulchre. | called government members hypocrites but | paigld—and, more importantly, put it back into our roads to make
a price for that, wrongly. | paid a price for calling them oyr roads safer. We have our black spot program but it is only
hypocrites, but they are. So, | call the government a white@ddressing a fraction of the problem because, as we drive
sepulchre because it is supposed to be okay, which is a totglound, we see that a lot of our councils are now putting up
nonsense in itself. | want them to get on with this, get thered and black crosses. The black is the fatality and the red is
politics out—I do not care—and take over the bill.  have hady serious accident. When you drive along, all of a sudden
that much discussion on this thing, | just want it in there tothere is a great patch of these crosses all in one area, and yet
save some lives, because it could be your mother or mytill nothing is done about that, when obviously there is a
mother, or your children or my children who are the nextproblem on that road.
fatalities—so, let us get on with it. Mrs Geraghty: Thatis nottrue, and if you drive through
There is some conjecture about how effective this wouldhe Adelaide Hills you will see the same spot where people
be, anyway, particularly when you read the West Australiartio the same stupid stuff.
trial period observations, and | quote: The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Torrens is out

While there is some variability in the data between years, thereOf order.

is no firm evidence at this stage to suggest that the impact during M VENNING: I'am not saying that that is not always a
year 2 of the trial (2003) is significantly less than the impact in yeagoer. | understand that some areas have been addressed
1 of the trial (2002). . insome instances the effect in 2003 has beerthrough the current black spot program but there are so many
equal to or greater than the effect in 2002. More data and subsequepfat are not addressed. You see the signs, and it is usually on
gggfﬁ'&gﬁ%g g??é‘gég?uns will be required to provide amore, gy ajght road two hours from Adelaide, and all these crosses
start appearing. It would be a great spot for some extra
So, there is not positive proof that it is going to work, signage, but we do not have enough signage out there to warn
anyway. | have a problem hitting people with doublepeople that they are two hours from Adelaide, they have been
penalties when they do not deliberately or blatantly break theriving for two hours and, particularly if it is at night, they
law. But if they are blatantly breaking the law, I am happy toought to either change drivers or stop for a break. As they
put the heaviest penalty on them, especially when thegay, drowsy drivers die. | am prepared to support this motion
threaten the lives of others, that is, red lights, dangerousnly on the condition that it is heavily amended, otherwise |
driving—all those things that people know they are doingwill be opposing it.
Also, what about bringing in vehicle testing, because we
know that a small component of this is faulty vehicles. So, Mr BRINDAL (Unley): | feel trapped by the measure
why do we not allow the police to undergo random roadsidénefore the house tonight, and | think most members will
vehicle checking? | am happy with that. If you look around,acknowledge that that is unusual for me. | feel trapped
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because it is very difficult to argue against the measure that Mr Goldsworthy interjecting:

the government is selling on rhetoric as being to enhance the The SPEAKER: Order, the member for Kavel!

protection of people on our roads. Nevertheless, | think it Mr BRINDAL: The member for Kavel has just woken

needs to be recorded in this house, as my colleague theg, and | am trying to work out what he is saying, sir. | have

shadow minister said, that it is unusual that the opposition hate member for Hammond resting his eyes on my left and the

cooperated. It has long been the tradition of this place thahember for Kavel resting his feet on my right—one is on the

notice is given of the introduction of a bill, the second readindevel and the other is on the perpendicular.

explanation is given and is laid on the table so that the Mr Venning interjecting:

opposition can consult. Mr BRINDAL: You are putting me off, Ivan: | did not
Supposedly because of the urgency of this measure, thizit you off. The fact is that tiredness and dozing can cause

government has said, barely 24 hours after a long weekenthtalities. This measure will not address this.

that this is now so serious that we have to rush something into The Hon. J.D. Hill: Not in this house, though.

the parliament. So, rush into parliament it has, as a number Mr BRINDAL: |am talking about driving. This measure

of speakers have said, promising to give us all availablevill in no way affect that driving habit which the government

material—and giving us nothing. Giving us the word of theacknowledges kills and which surely is part of our road toll

minister that we can trust him. You, sir, have been here, bn weekends and long weekends or, equally, night-time

have been here and the member for Hammond has been heidving during the week.

long enough to remember another Premier who told us to | would like the minister in committee to explain to the

trust him, everything was all right, and that was with the Stateshadow minister or me which of those seven fatalities on the

Bank. We did not get any papers: we were not told anythingweekend might have been avoided by the measure proposed

We were simply told by the minister it is all all right. The in this house. | am told that two of the people who were killed

member for Colton shakes his head. had a baby in the back, and that it looks as if one of the
Mr Caica: Only because | am reading one of your people—probably the female passenger—had unfastened her
contributions from yesterday; that is all. seat belt to turn around because something had obviously

Mr BRINDAL: You should be trembling in awe, not happened to the child. Maybe in that instant the other driver,
shaking your head! Either the Road Safety Council did sapeing distracted, crashed his car. Had they not crashed their
something—in which case why can we not see it: it will letcar probably some very vigilant policeman would have pulled
us make an informed decision—or it did not. The point is thathem up and given them double demerit points because,
the minister said he would make all evidence available andlearly, they were not wearing their seat belts.
he is relying heavily on the fact that Sir Eric Neal and his | ask every member of this house—including you, sir—
committee have recommended something, yet we cannot sedo is a parent whether, if your child is in the back in
it. | am not sure that that is any way in which the parliamentistress, an immediate reaction from most people would not
of South Australia can or should be asked to act, especiallye to unstrap themselves and take that risk for a little while,
when the parliament of South Australia, this chamber, habecause there is something distressing the child. | am quite
itself determined to put aside its own rules temporarily to gesure that most people, upon finding that the distress is
this measure completely through the house tonight. sustained or that something is the problem, would get the

I am not sure that we, the opposition, having acted in goodiriver to pull over so they could attend to it. There would be
faith are not being gulled by a duplicitous and headline-a time with most people, however, where they would take that
hungry government. The problem | see is that much of thidittle risk. That resulted in tragic consequences on the
argument is difficult to argue against. It is almost as difficultweekend. | cannot see a vigilant policeman pulling them over
to argue against this proposition as against motherhoo@nd saying, ‘Hey, your baby was crying, but you undid your
There are people in here whose love of politics and love o$eat belt—you’ve got double demerit points.’ | cannot see
the plush green benches opposite is such that they will ignotthat that will save many lives. | cannot see the two young
intelligent debate and put it round that anyone who opposgseople who tragically died in the electorate of the member for
this measure simply wants dead people and more carnage Goyder would have had their lives saved if double demerit
our road. points had applied, as | am told that it was a matter of an

And it will not matter how intelligent are the propositions overtaking vehicle and very dangerous driving, which is a
put forward by me, by the member for MacKillop, the matter not of double demerit points but of whether, had the
member for Hammond and the member for Schubert in hisvertaking vehicle been caught, there would be police
valiant contribution; it will not matter how much meritis in prosecution for a serious road traffic offence. Which of the
those: a simple message will go out on 5AA and 891seven people would have had their life saved on the week-
tomorrow morning, and that will be that anyone who votesend? As a rhetorical question, | do not suppose their demerit
against this wants people dead on our roads. That is not trymints count any more for those who are dead. The member
for the members for Hammond or MacKillop or me, or for Colton shakes his head, but this is supposed to be about
indeed of anyone else who is worried about this measure. saving lives. | cannot see how this measure will save lives.

If we analyse this carefully, what kills? We are told that Ms Bedford interjecting:
the things that are now offences need to have their penalties Mr BRINDAL: |am surprised at the member for Florey.
doubled because that will save lives, yet | seem to recall df can see that this is a good cheap line that will enable
late seeing a series of campaigns—fairly much a blitz ofinisters to get out and say they are doing something, but |
campaigns—on road safety and it has been on drowsinessdannot understand what we are really doing here tonight to
has been on driving long distances and people falling asledpelp people. Where is the minister and where was the
at the wheel. There are ads up and down our highways aridinister for Education and Children’s Services when | heard
there are ads on television telling people not to drowse offher interviewed on regional radio? She was asked a simple
telling them to be careful. As | understand it, and | hope thatjuestion: do you think we should undertake better driver
the shadow minister can correct me— education in schools? If you want to save people’s lives—
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Mr Scalz interjecting: accuses the government of telling lies to the public. That is
Mr BRINDAL: She said, ‘We do that from R to 12. We hot the case, and | ask him to withdraw and apologise.
give them all the books and papers and do everything except The SPEAKER: The member did not suggest that there
road driving instruction in our schools, because that wouldvere untruths in the parliament, so | do not believe that it
be too expensive.’ Too bad that that is probably the biggestomes under the umbrella of standing orders.
single measure we could do for all our young people interms The Hon. J.D. HILL: He said that the government would
of safety on the roads: to see that they can properly drive btell lies.
educating them in driving techniques in our schools. Mr BRINDAL: | did not accuse the government of lying
The minister currently at the table will know that over the in the parliament. | said that maybe it would go out and lie to
years schools have put their foot into those waters and dhe public. That is a statement of truth.
some stage, | guess 15 or 20 years ago, there was a reason-Mr Caica: It will be a very long nine months for us.
ably extensive driving campaign in schools. Mr BRINDAL: | know that it will be a very long nine
The Hon. J.D. Hill: Very small. months. The pointis that it is a very brave person—and | am
Mr BRINDAL: When | said reasonably extensive | was not quite that brave—who votes against this bill. However,
being generous but at least it was started. However, it wassay to the house: it is not well considered or in the best
never proceeded with because no government has thoughtriterests of South Australia. It is a knee-jerk reaction to the
worth the money required, as it would be an expensiveoad trauma of two days, and no parliament—this parliament
program. If we truly want to save lives, the way to do so isincluded—should sit here half the night to rush through the
by educating our young people and teaching them to drivéest measure it can cobble together because of public reaction
safely and not putting horrendous punishments in their wago the number of deaths on a particular weekend. Every single
as a deterrent, which generally with young people it is notone of those deaths is tragic, and every trauma on our roads
It is simply a larger dare to be got around because they warteeds to be addressed. However, the shadow minister talked
to do it anyhow. The point which comes through in thisabout the need for better road furniture and road surfaces. The
debate and which should be made is that you cannot legislareember for Schubert talked about his random drug testing
for commonsense. You cannot legislate to stop a mum whoggogram, and | have just mentioned better education in our
baby is in distress breaking the law by turning around teschools. Many things can be done, and each and every one
attend to her baby. You cannot really legislate to stop théenay result in lower road fatalities on weekends.

hoon driver who wants to overtake. Finally, if it is good enough to double the demerit points
Mrs Geraghty: At least you can try to save somebody’s on holidays, long weekends and Saturdays and Sundays, | am
life. most anxious that we double the demerit points 24 hours a

Mr BRINDAL: The whip interjects that you can try. You day, seven days a week. If it will help, why is it so important
can, but this parliament owes it to the people of SoutHo double the points at those times but not on Mondays,

Australia to try its best to make the best measures possible folesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays or Fridays? Is a life worth
give maximum improvement. less from Monday to Friday? | know that there are more road

Mrs Geraghty interjecting: deaths on long weekends, but what about the people who die

Mr BRINDAL: The whip says that this is the best from Monday to Friday? Because they are not numerically in

possible improvement. | heard the member for SchuberIPe ascendant, does it mean we do not worry about them’ We
orry when there are six deaths, but we do not worry when

speak and | have heard the hypocrisy in this place. We a . S S
frantic about seven people dying on our roads on a lon§'€"€ iS one. My maths tells me that six is a combination of
ne multiplied by six. If we lose one person on Monday

weekend. Every death is a tragedy, but no-one—not a soul— '~ . ;

has said how many people died in our six hospitals as a resyffoning and. another on Wed"eSd&?y evening, those persons

of alcohol or smoking cigarettes. We can do something abolou!d benefit from the same regime of law as will be

that, too, if we are so minded. Ministers could jump up and®rovided on Saturdays, Sundays and long weekends. Quite

say, ‘Do you know how many people died as a result 015|mply— . N

alcohol on the weekend? We should be doing something The Hon. J.W. Weatherill: Are you supporting it or not?

about it. It is the biggest single problem in our society, but M BRINDAL:" Yes, | am. o

no-one says one word about it. Why? The industry makes too The Hon. J.W. Weatherill: So why are we listening to

much money, and it is too socially acceptable to too manyhis?

people, so we pretend that nothing is wrong—even though Mr BRINDAL: Because it is the biggest load of political

there is a well-established nexus between drinking anBypocrisy | have seen in a while, and | have not got the guts

driving. not to support it. However, | will say what | think about it on
How many of the accidents last weekend, if any, werghe way through.

related to drinking or drunk driving has not been discussed. The Hon. J.W. Weatherill: We'll put that in a pamphlet:

We will ignore cigarettes and alcohol, and we will introduceno guts!

this measure to pretend to the people that we are doing Mr BRINDAL: Try it!

something. That is fine, and, like a sheep, | will vote for this Mr Scalzi interjecting:

measure along with everyone else because, quite frankly, | do The SPEAKER: The member for Hartley is out of order.

not want to put up with the angst the government will Mr BRINDAL: If we are going to double the demerit

deliberately cause every member who does not vote for ifoints, they should be doubled all the time for all offences;

The government will tell half-truths, create innuendo and, inand | believe the fines should be doubled also. What is the

some cases, publicly tell downright lies to denigrate anybodyoint of simply taking double demerit points? If it is worth

who stands— double demerit points, it is worth double the fine. Along with
The Hon. J.D. HILL: | rise on a point of order, Mr the member for Stuart and most members on this side | think

Speaker. | ask the member to withdraw that remark. Hehis is a load of rubbish. It is a knee-jerk reaction that is
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designed for spin. It fits well with the general theme of thiswere instances when it was in combination with alcohol, but,
government, that is, all show and no substance. in the main, it was caused by excessive speed. The devastat-
ing results of those accidents not only affect the person
Mr CAICA (Colton): | support this legislation, and my involved in the accident but also the innocent victims
contribution, unlike those of previous speakers, will beinvolved in those accidents and, as importantly, the parents
relatively brief. | support this legislation and, unlike memberand the loved ones. It does not matter, because he or she is
for Unley, | do so because, perhaps, it may make a differdead and gone and nothing can be done about that; it is the

ence—not because | have not got the guts— impact that it has on others.
Members interjecting: D _ I have been done a few times for speeding, one being only
The SPEAKER: Order! It is impossible to hear the jyst recently, driving home from Parliament House after a
member for Colton. . reasonably late night sitting. | was caught on North Terrace
Mermbers interjecting: travelling at 61 km/h in a 50 km/h zone. Was | happy? No,

The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister for Administrative | \yas not. | was very disappointed that | had broken the law;

Services and the member Stuart are interrupting the proceefy,as very disappointed that it had cost me $156: and | was

ings of the h_ous‘?- . very disappointed that | had accrued demerit points. | would
Members interjecting: . _. . have been extremely disappointed if it had happened on a
The SPEAKER: The Minister for Administrative |ongweekend, when it would have accrued double demerit

Services, the member for Mawson and the member for Stuagints. However, the simple fact is that | was driving outside

are distracting the house: we cannot hear. the provisions of the law and, if you break the law, you have
An honourable member interjecting: to suffer the consequences.

The SPEAKER: | will name the member in a minute. |
have warned him twice. We cannot hear the member for .
Colton, who has the call. The member for Colton is wantin eople think before they act. The member for Unley has

to speak and cannot be heard because of the rude behavi s@g(ﬁcﬂr?b?ﬁé ecdouncsiuouneﬁzg’sqtlrj]l;? gfatﬁnéfguljrc?:'?sn ;s gl??lire
of three members on my left. 9 q ;

Mr CAICA: | support this legislation and, unlike the educating my children. We issue punishment in many forms

member for Unley, who is supporting the legislation for E;land, quite often, an understanding of the punishment changes

. A ehaviour, and that is what this is about. It is an attempt to
variety of reasons (not the least of which is that he does no?hange people’s behaviour. | know that the member for

have the guts not to support it—I think thg—,\y were his WorqS_Mawson agrees that speed Kills. If this is a process that will
and that he IS too scared_ not to supportit), | am supporting 'é ucate people in some way and it curbs their behaviour and
because it may have an impact on the devastation that Occua(gtually results in a reduced likelihood of more severe

on our roads. | do not know Whether_o.r notit W'".; | really d_o consequences through motor vehicle accidents, that can be a
not know. People have argued that it is a knee-jerk reactlo%

We have to make sure that there is a process by which

; > - -
The member for Stuart talked about the unintende ood thing. Will it be successful? | do not know. But, is it

. A . - orth having a go? Yes, itis.

consequences of this legislation. | am interested in the ) :
intended consequences. Those intended consequences might®S 2 parliament, | think we would all agree. The most
well be that we will have a reduction in the fatalities thatamazing thing is that the majority of speakers | would say
occur as a result of road accidents. | also admit, as was saf¢ere grandstanding tonight, and a lot of things have been said
earlier by the member for Unley, that ‘We can't legislate fortonight. But, at the end of the day, | know that the majority
commonsense.’ | also say that we cannot legislate again8f 0PPOsition members would agree with this measure. | do
fools being fools; that is, we will continue to have horrific Nt think they would necessarily agree with it for the same
road accidents on our roads; that will always occur. As 46aS0ns as th_e memberfqr L_Jnley. That is because _he is scared
parliament we need to collectively put in whatever measuret® do otherwise. The majority of members opposite would
are necessary, and at this stage we will say that, in Souf@ree with it because it is a measure that may well have a
Australia, although it is an untried measure, there may be gositive impact and a positive effect on the fatal_ltles on our
reduction in the number of motor vehicle accidents that wé0ads. They talk about it being a knee-jerk reaction, but | do
have seen in our state in recent times. Regrettably, there wilot subscribe to that view. A senior police officer has come
always be deaths on our roads. As a parliament, and not jutit and said, amongst other things, that double demerit points
a government, we have to do whatever it is we can to reducill have a positive effect on the horrific fatalities that have
the devastating waste of life that has been evident on occurred on our roads recently.
roads in recent times. These accidents cause devastation to families and loved

I think it was the member for Unley who asked what kills. ones, and they impose an enormous cost on our community,
I know my son and his mates who drive understand whalpoth financial and personal. We as a parliament have to agree
kills. They have been brought up to understand that speegh a suite of measures, and this is one of them that will
kills. We have had that forced down our throats. This is ehopefully have an impact on those devastating effects. As |
measure that will hopefully see the majority of people reducdiave said, we will never be able to legislate against fools
the speed at which they travel on our roads. In turn, that maleing fools. There will still be those people who will need to
potentially reduce the tragic loss of life we see—and, to e scraped out and dug out after a motor vehicle accident.
certain extent, will continue to see—on our roads, buBut, the fact is that, as part and parcel of an educative
hopefully in reduced numbers. process, this may well have a positive effect on the way in

As afirefighter travelling on fire appliances, | attended orwhich South Australian motorists approach the way they
many occasions—too many, in fact—some of the mosgrive on our roads. | support this legislation for those reasons.
horrific accidents anyone could ever imagine, where people
had to be scraped and dug out of cars. The majority of those The Hon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Environment and
accidents were the result of excessive speed. Certainly, the@onservation): | move:
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That standing orders be so far suspended as to enable the howseohol and not wearing seat belts. . .they are the three key reasons
to sit beyond midnight. for the fatalities on our roads.

The SPEAKER: | have counted the house and, as anlIf members look at the statistics since the 1970s, when nearly
absolute majority of the whole number of members of the400 people were killed and more than 4 000 people were
house is not present, ring the bills. seriously injured on South Australian roads—and this is from

An absolute majority of the whole number of members  the Australian road safety strategy—there has been a
being present: substantial decrease in the number of casualties.

The SPEAKER: The question before the house is that  This has been achieved despite an increase in the number
standing orders be so far suspended as to enable the houset@eople and vehicles on our roads. As the report says, we
sit beyond midnight. Those of that opinion say aye. can reduce casualties. From 1974 to 2000, the rate of deaths

Honourable members:Aye. on South Australian roads dropped from 30.9 to 10.1 per

The SPEAKER: Against? 100 000 people. Over the same period, our fatality rate per

An honourable member: No. 10 000 registered vehicles has fallen from 6.6 to 1.5. This has

The SPEAKER: | hear a negative voice. There must bebeen achieved despite an increase in population, in the

Hamilton-Smith, M. L. J.

Hill, J. D. (teller)

a division. number of licensed drivers and in the number of registered
The house divided on the motion: motor vehicles. We know that some other countries have
AYES (33) done it better. We know that South Australia in comparison
Atkinson, M. J. Bedford, F. E. with the rest of Australia still has a higher toll.
Breuer, L. R. Brokenshire, R. L. Along with the member for West Torrens, | was on the
Brown, D. C. Buckby, M. R. road transport safety committee which was chaired by the
Caica, P. Chapman, V. A. Hon. Diana Laidlaw in the previous parliament. What is
Ciccarello, V. Conlon, P. F. happening now is that the statistics are levelling off. A
Evans, I. F. Geraghty, R. K. combination of factors causes road fatalities, and even though
Goldsworthy, R. M. Hall, J. L. we are using a combination of factors to reduce road fatali-

ties, it will not have the same dramatic effect of reducing

Key, S. W. Koutsantonis, T. numbers as it did previously. From time to time, we will have
Lomax-Smith, J. D. Maywald, K. A. months that are worse than others, but that does not mean that
McEwen, R. J. McFetridge, D. we should stop trying.
Meier, E. J. O’Brien, M. F. To put it in perspective, we know that this measure will
Rankine, J. M. Rau, J. R. not be the panacea to deal with road fatalities because it is
Redmond, I. M. Scalzi, G. one input and because the causes of fatalities are complex—a
Snelling, J. J. Thompson, M. G. combination of factors such as road conditions, speed,
Weatherill, J. W. White, P. L. alcohol, drugs and fatigue. All those factors come into play
Wright, M. J. to cause the fatalities. We have reached the point where our
NOES (5) successes since the 1970s are levelling off. That means that,
Brindal, M. K. Gunn, G. M. no matter what we do, we will not have the dramatic results
Lewis, I. P. (teller) Penfold, E. M. that we have had in the past.
Venning, I. H. The Hon. I.P. Lewis: | guess you could stop people

PAIR(S)

Majority of 28 for the ayes.
Motion thus carried.

driving altogether.

Mr SCALZI: Apart from stopping people driving. We
know that certain age groups are more likely to be statistics
than others. We must have targeted programs to deal with

Mr SCALZI (Hartley): | say at the outset that | will those most at risk. We know that deterrence in itself will not
support this measure, but | would like to put it into perspechring about the results that we want. We must have an
tive. Whilst not questioning the government’s intent inapproach that reflects the complexities of why we have these
proposing this measure, | believe that, if we look at it inaccidents—or these road crashes. | believe that we should not
perspective, sadly, we will find that perhaps the return fronuse the word ‘accident’ because it means that we cannot do
this measure will not be to the extent that we would hopesomething about it. The reality is that we can, and we should
Road deaths and the trauma caused from crashes are vemntinuously try to do something, because one death is one
serious subjects. | thank God that | have not had to attenddeath too many—especially for those who are involved.
road crash or visit someone in hospital who has been involved | will be looking at the proposed amendments and the
in aroad crash and who is very close to me. | feel for thosgunset clause, because we must set a time limit to see whether
parents, husbands, wives, neighbours and friends of the receRkese measures work or have an effect. | know that other
seven fatalities on the last weekend. states such as New South Wales and Western Australia have

I can well understand the outcry in the community that wepiloted these schemes, but | repeat that | do not believe that
should do something about these statistics. On Friday 1 Aprthis in itself will be a panacea for road fatalities. It probably
on the Matthew Abraham and David Bevan show, Sir Eriawill not (but | hope that it does) have the outcome that we all
Neal, the chair of the Road Safety Advisory Council waswish for. If that is the intent of the government, if that is why
asked: ‘Sir Eric, what do we do?’ He responded: itis introducing the bill, | commend it for doing so. However,

.. .the conversation | had with one person this morning, we weréet us also be realistic. We have seen improvements in motor

discussing whether short of taking car keys away from every malgehicles and safety but we have reached that levelling off
between the age of 18 and 24, what can you do?. . .it's really drivefariod

behaviour and the accidents, a shocking number is now 45 for th Co .

first quarter, 31 for the month, which is the worst month we have had  There is one aspect that we can do something about. A
in 2002, 2003, 2004. . .the same factors keep coming up, speeslignificant number of road deaths are brought about by
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people not wearing seatbelts, and we can do something aba#ved as a consequence with any greater merit in the saving
that immediately. We need to have a campaign that deals witihan would otherwise be the case if you doubled the bloody
the wearing of seatbelts. It is sad that, in this day and agelemerit points for everything.
when we know that seatbelts save lives, we find that a lot of The stupidity of doing what the government proposes with
the people involved in road fatalities, especially in thethis measure is that there will be an increased number of
country areas, do not wear seatbelts. We know that a lot gfeople driving on the road, particularly young males, who
fatalities take place in the country areas. We must continuwill not have a licence. That is the consequence of this
ously carry out research on why that is the case and look ameasure. The government already knows that an increasing
the groups at risk and educate them. We cannot just depemdimber of young males, in particular, are not only crashing
on deterrence, because that in itself will not give us theheir vehicles and dying but also driving without a licence.
results that we would hope for. An increasing number of all people, male and female,
neutered or otherwise, regardless of their sexual proclivities,
The Hon. I.P. LEWIS (Hammond): Mr Deputy Speaker,  are dying and/or crashing their vehicles. However, it is young
this is probably the speech that you have been waiting for-males more so than others, and that is a consequence of the
not because | am making it but because it is the last bloodfact that they have a greater amount of testosterone in their
one you will hear on the second reading. system. We need to acknowledge the effect of sex on
The Hon. I.F. Evansinterjecting: behaviour, but | should not say that because sex is not
The Hon. I.P. LEWIS: No, | am mistaken: the member supposed to affect behaviour. That is the biggest lie of the
for Davenport assures me that there is another one to comgventieth century, and | hope we do not perpetuate it in the
So, it is not the one you are waiting for. A large number oftwenty-first.
the remarks made by honourable members tonight, including Sure, there is a case to be made. If you can double the
the member for Colton, clearly indicate that honourabledemerit points for offences on certain holiday weekends and
members understand that what is likely to happen if thigjet a depression, because of the greater number of vehicles
proposition passes in its present form (and | use the wordnd people on the roads doing things at that time that they
‘likely’ very deliberately) is that there will not be any change would not otherwise do, which results in a greater number
in the statistical data gathered about crashes on our roads ahgyving a crash and a greater number dying, then you would
more particularly, deaths. It is my certain knowledge that thagéqually and sensibly derive the same benefit from doubling
is the case. the demerit points regardless across the board. Were that to
It is like saying when you are shearing sheep that you haviee so, and it probably is—and | use the word ‘probably’
a flock of, say, 3000 and a percentage of 1.4 per cent afeliberately—then the government is setting a perception in
1.5 per cent that has severely clotted and matted fleeces thtat minds of the naive members of the general public who do
are bacterially infected to the extent that they will not combnot understand probability, and none of us ought to be in that
with the handpiece. The way to solve that problem is to cutategory.
the throat of those sheep that show that characteristic becauself we do not understand it, we ought to go and get a little
doing so will get rid of them. Frankly, it will not. More to the book and read it, because it is not rocket science. You can
point, when you find six of those sheep in your pen ofwrap your mind around it in 10 minutes, and then we would
50 sheep that you might get through if you are really applyingnake far better legislators where we rely on modifying events
yourself to it and you have some skill at shearing—that is, théy the application of certain pressures that will depress the
two hours from when you start until the time you stop atlikelihood of those events occurring statistically. The point
smoko or for lunch or at the end of the day—then one of the want to make in saying that is that we ought to go in a more
roustabouts is deliberately dudding you as a shearer, becausieect way to use the stick because there are measures which
these damn sheep take about four times as long to sheare know encourage behaviour in animals, and people are
Notwithstanding that fact, six in a pen of 50 where theanimals in the context of the psychology of their behaviour.
percentage across the flock is 1%z is not outside the likelihood We can do things which can be seen as painful (that is the
that it will turn up on a continuing basis. stick) and those other things, if they are encouraged not to do
That is what has happened in recent times in relation tgertain things, and do other things and in consequence of
our road deaths. The minister and the government will clainwhich they will experience pleasure (that is the carrot). It is
after the June long weekend—when, in all likelihood, thenice to eat a carrot if you are rabbit. You give them a carrot
numbers of people who die on our roads will be more likeevery time they do something that you want them to do like
what they have been on the June long weekend every year frginforcement of the behaviour of rats in psychology testing.
the past five years or so—that this measure, should it pass thehat | am saying is precisely true.
house tonight, has of course saved many lives, and parade The best way to fix this problem, if you are over the age
itself as having achieved something. That is bullshit. It willof 16, a male and you are driving, is to wire your gonads to
not have achieved any damn thing, because the governmettie speedo and, if the speed goes over 110 km/h on the open
clearly, in arguing that case, and that is where it is headingpad after you go past the barcode saying that is what the
will indicate its ignorance of probability analysis of statistics. limit is, you get an electric shock. The faster you go, the
The aberrations that we have experienced this year amgronger the shock and, therefore, the likelihood of modifying
well within the realms of probable variance in events. Surethe behaviour will be far more effective than doubling the
itis possible to further depress the number of crashes on odiemerit points. So, get real. It is called connecting the gonads
roads and the number of deaths that arise as a proportion tf a galvanometer. We are saying the same damn thing,
those crashes; and, sure, it is probable that the contributiregjthough perhaps not as amusing to honourable members
factors to those deaths are drink driving, speed and failing tavhen we say you should not be allowed to drive if you are
wear seatbelts. But doubling the demerit points for thoseaught driving under the influence of having had too much
offences on holiday weekends will not necessarily contributéo drink and, instead, using an ignition lock that requires you
to a depression in the number of people who have their liveto give yourself a breath test before the car can be put in
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motion. It is no different. | tell you, it would dramatically tonight. If they are unlicensed, you say that means we will
reduce the number of young males speeding. It wouldind them guilty of another more serious offence and put them
eliminate it. Of course, if the speed limit is 50, 60, 70 or 80,in prison. Okay, then you are going to have to have bigger
like | said, with the modern technology that we have, youprisons, and that will cost a lot of money; they are going to
simply have the car drive past the barcode reader that sajearn some nasty tricks while they are in there—although not
what the limit is, and if the car is accelerated beyond thaall of them; and they will come out poorer for the experience,
point, you get the shock. I think | have made my point therenot better. The collective consequence will be to the detri-
The other element, of course, is example. When thesment of society, not its gain.
young males who obviously get a buzz out of going fast Worse than all that will be the effect on the rest of us
because it requires them to focus their attention more clearljpecause, if more people who are unlicensed are driving—and
carefully and conscientiously on what they are doing, and liftsemember, these are the people who we say (and that is the
the level of adrenalin production in their system, and whemeason that they have lost their licences) are the poorer
they manage to do it successfully, one, two, three, maybe 40Gfrivers, who are more likely to crash, cause death to them-
or 500 times, but once every so often, the greater the risk argklves and others, or serious injury, and so on—they will be
the less the time to rectify the mistake, there is an increasedtiving uninsured when they crash into us. Is that what you
probability of the crashes. It is not arithmetic but, indeed, itwant, Mr Deputy Speaker? Do you want to find that you
goes up by the square of the increase in velocity, or someannot recover the costs involved in the damages? | am sorry,
other similar rate of increase which is exponential on theut you get driven around now, so it will not be your car, will
increase in the fact of causing the event. it? It will be the taxpayers'.
As far as the example goes, the bloody Premier should get Mrs Geraghty interjecting:
out of the Minardi and not be seen to be the hoon that he is, The Hon. I.P. LEWIS: The honourable member for
seeking approbation from the young males, the very driver$orrens does not mind, though; she will not mind if it is her
that we want to stop behaving in a way they do in killing husband who dies and the car gets wrecked—
themselves and others on the roads. He should not be Mrs GERAGHTY: On a point of order, Mr Speaker—
involved in promoting the V8 Supercar race in the fashionin  The Hon. I.P. LEWIS: —because there will not be any
which he is. We should ban it. We will come to that in ainsurance available to meet those—
minute. He ought to get out of Rory’s Harley sidecar instead The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for
of trying to big note himself in that fashion. Hammond will take his seat. The member for Torrens has a
The same goes for the way in which the TAFE car beingpoint of order.
built in South Australia is being promoted as a desirable Mrs GERAGHTY: | most strongly object—
project amongst those who are attracted to it. Thisis Minardi The Hon. I.P. Lewis: What is the point of order?
Mike, not Media Mike, but he is using the media to getthe Mrs GERAGHTY: —and am distressed that this bloke,
kind of support and approbation that he wants. It is a decethe member for Hammond, tells me that | will not care if my
for the minister to claim that this measure, of its own volitionhusband dies.
and consequence of introducing it, has depressed the number The Hon. I.P. Lewis: | said that you won'’t mind.
of crashes and road deaths in those places where it has beenMrs GERAGHTY: That is the same thing, and | think
introduced, and then say it is because the public thinks it igou are an appalling individual.

a good idea. Well, bullshit to that too. The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! However offensive the
Members interjecting: member for Hammond’s comments might be, | do not think
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, the member for they are unparliamentary. | do not think | can force the

Hammond— member for Hammond to withdraw. If the member for
The Hon. I.LP. LEWIS: Yes, that is written in every Torrens wants to respond, she can do so by way of a second

newspaper. It is projected on the TV— reading contribution or by way of a personal explanation.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Mrs GERAGHTY: | accept your ruling, sir, and | think

The Hon. I.P. LEWIS: —and itis not unparliamentary— the man is a disgusting individual.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I will not be spoken The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
over by the member for Hammond. He has to realise this.  Ms Breuer: He is a disgrace to this place.
The Hon. I.P. LEWIS: | cannot help it if you are not The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for

feeling well. Hammond.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: If he continues to do it, | will The Hon. I.P. LEWIS: That will be the consequence of
name him. this measure. You will not be able to recover the costs
The Hon. I.P. LEWIS: What, sir? associated with the damage that is done by those drivers who

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | will name him. Can the are driving unlicensed in greater numbers. No insurance will
member for Hammond please take his seat? On a number bé available. So, you go ahead and vote for this measure,
occasions | have heard the member for Hammond use thehich increases the number of unlicensed drivers on the road,
word ‘bullshit’. | have let it go. He knows it is unparliamen- and that will be the direct consequence of your decision. That
tary. It has been ruled by previous speakers to be unparliavill be the consequence as night follows day, and as wetness
mentary. | ask the member for Hammond to please desisirises when you put water on things that will be the conse-
from using that word. | do not think it adds to the decorumquence—
of the house. The member for Hammond. Members interjecting:

The Hon. I.P. LEWIS: | wonder what the minister, The Hon. I.P. LEWIS: —and the silly chortling—
yourself and other honourable members in the government The Hon. J.D. Hill: You're a joke, Peter. You are an
benches would see as an appropriate way of stopping moabsolute joke. You have no credibility anywhere at all in this
young males from driving unlicensed, because that is goingtate.
to be the consequence of what you are supporting here The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, the minister!
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The Hon. I.P. LEWIS: May | say that that is a pathetic deaths. | guess no-one can argue with measures to reduce

and an improper and unscientific proposition. deaths, but to what extent do you go and what is the benefit?
The Hon. J.D. Hill: You are a joke, Lewis, an absolute | have asked the officers to give me the estimate of the
joke. number of lives saved in other states as a result of these
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, the minister! measures and | will contribute that later in the debate. The
The Hon. I.LP. LEWIS: The honourable member is first issue | have is that under this legislation South Aust-
behaving very dishonourably— ralians will be able to lose their one driver’s licence twice
The Hon. J.D. Hill: Sit down, Peter. through the one offence. That is the consequence of this
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! legislation. It will be a cumulative loss of licence, so it will
The Hon. I.P. LEWIS: —in saying what he does. There be possible through one offence on a long weekend or the
is nothing that is a joke in anything that | have said. designated days to actually lose your licence twice, even

The Hon. J.W. Weatherill: Just leave. Leave, Peter. though you have committed only one offence for the year.
The Hon. I.P. LEWIS: It is a serious and scientifically That is what the legislation says. | have checked that with
valid proposition in every particular. the advisers and my interpretation of the legislation is
The Hon. J.W. Weatheril: Leave now, and stop accurate. Thatis a severe measure, particularly for those in
embarrassing yourself and the rest of this state. Just leavilral areas who do not have the benefit of public transport.
You are a disgrace. It is clearly what the government intends through the
The Hon. I.P. LEWIS: And youTre worse. You are legislation and I hope that the voters in the electorates of
playing with yourself, and you are playing with the people ofHammond, Mount Gambier, Chaffey, Stuart and another rural

South Australia when you say that this measure will in somelectorates realise that this legislation has the potential to
way or other improve the likelihood of their welfare. It will have them lose their licence not once but twice for one single

have the exact opposite effect. offence. That is indeed a very stiff penalty. We are debating
An honourable member: You are an awful person. this legislation based on no advice. The shadow minister
The Hon. I.P. LEWIS: You can't face the truth. made a strong point that he was seeking the second report
Members interjecting: from the road safety committee.

The SPEAKER: Order! The house will come to order. The government has not tabled that, which seems bizarre

The member for Hammond and the Minister for Families will to me. This is not a report into a minister or a misconduct
not engage in that interchange across the chamber. It is quigsue or even a commercial contract. This is simply advice
inappropriate for some of the language that | just heard to b_@bout how double demerit points will save lives. If the advice

used in this place. The reference to people’s sexual behaviols that this is a positive thing, the parliament deserves to
is quite out of order. know that as part of the debate. If the report says it is a

negative thing, the parliament also deserves to have that as

Mr SNELLING (Playford): | will quickly make a partof the debate. We are standing here tonight debating this
contribution. | notice that it was a full moon last night andin a policy vacuum because we have no advice before us
obviously some members are influenced by that occurrenagxcept for the advice of Deputy Commissioner Barton (|
in the heavens. | am happy to support— think he was the officer) and Sir Eric Neal, for whom | have

Mr BRINDAL: On a point of order, | do not necessarily a lot of respect. The minister’s office does have the Road
agree with all the words of my colleagues and do not suppoi®afety Advisory Committee’s second report but we cannot
the words of all my colleagues, but | do not think that it is have that, and | have to ask myself why we cannot have that
correct for people, however angry they get—and | get angryarticular report.
on occasions—to just vilify a member without the protection My view about road deaths is very simple. | had the
of the chair, and | believe that has been going on. | ask yopleasure of being police minister for a year and the Commis-

to equally protect— sioner used to brief me on the road toll. To my memory all
The Hon. J.W. Weatherill interjecting: the significant advances in reducing the road toll, all the
Mr BRINDAL: Thatis your opinion, but he is entitled to significant downturns, were brought about by technological

protection. We all are. change—the introduction and compulsory wearing of seat
The SPEAKER: Order! | do not believe that the member belts, random breath testing and the ability to test alcohol

for Playford named anyone. levels in the blood. Speed cameras were also introduced and

Mr SNELLING: | am sorely tempted, sir. | am quite had some effect, although not quite as strong as the others.
happy to support this measure. | did not get any sense out &¥e have better built, safer cars with better brakes and
the drivel coming from the member for Hammond. It was justairbags, and we have the best roads we have had—although
full of personal invective directed against individual mem-poorly maintained, they are still better than the roads were 40
bers. As to his suggestion about wiring up the genitals ofind 50 years ago. So the road toll of recent years has not
male drivers, the people in his electorate can read that arf@duced as quickly as in other years, but you would expect
come to their own conclusions, as | am sure they will. | amthat because there has been no significant technological
quite happy to support this bill. change delivered to the market (if you want to put it that way)

Double demerit points has been proven to be a lifesavehrough new developments.
interstate where it has been tried. If anything ever happened That is why I strongly support the move by the member
to my family or my children on the roads, | would want to for Schubert (and full credit to him) on introducing drug
think that | supported every possible measure to protect thertgsting because we know, through the Victorian experiment,

I hope this bill is given a speedy passage and given everipat 28 per cent of those tested in that state had drug content
opportunity to save as many lives as possible. in their system. Now, if it was 28 per cent who had alcohol
content in their system we would be outraged, and would ask

The Hon. |I.LF. EVANS (Davenport): As | understand it, the police what they were doing to counter that measure.
the government is proposing this measure to try to reducelowever, we have the fact that 28 per cent of those tested in
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Victoria had drug content in their blood, and you can bet your The Hon. J.D. Lomax-Smith: Cancers are not accidents.
bottom dollar that the same statistic would apply in South The Hon. I.F. EVANS: That is true, but no-one gets
Australia—possibly worse, given our softer law on marijua-melanoma or lung cancer deliberately—they are all acts of
na. Yet this government tells us that the way to stop death oGod. If you can spend money saving people from melanomas
the road is not to bring in drug testing, not to bring in the newor other cancers, it is just as important an investment to spend
technology—instead we are going to bring in demerit pointsresources saving people from road accidents. The member for
Frankly, I do not think that is necessarily the best step. In myAdelaide laughs—well may she laugh! | say to the member
view the best step is what the member for Schubert has bedor Playford that the government cannot tell me what has
arguing for many months—that is, to bring in drug testing.been the effect of this interstate. | have asked the question and
That is the next big leap. the government cannot give me the answer.

The Commissioner has a graph and | invite members to Ms Bedford interjecting:
ask for that, because it shows that in the early 1970s we were The Hon. I.F. EVANS: We are not sure that it is worse—
losing 325 young South Australians every year to the roadlam asking for the information. A better way of reducing the
toll. We are now down to about 110 to 155. That is a goodoad toll is through driver training rather than simply
effort for the state; we are saving 200 people a year througimcreasing the penalty. | think driver training is by far the
a whole range of measures. The government wishes to beliebetter way to reduce the road toll. | have put my children who
that this measure will have an effect, but | am not convincedhave a licence through an advanced driving course, with the
that it will deliver a significant result. | would much rather rest of their nephews and nieces, and it is a good investment.
the government bring in drug testing and | will certainly be | do not think double demerit points will make a lot of
supporting the member for Schubert in his quest to have thidifference to driver behaviour. We should get rid of speed
introduced because | think that is a very serious issue isameras and invest that money in radar guns and motorcycle
relation to the road toll. police, because when they pull you over they have a far

There was an interjection to the minister about what wergreater impact on driver behaviour than does getting an
the causes of the accidents. The minister makes great playvelope three weeks later, when you struggle to remember
about what a disastrous long weekend we had just past, amehere you were at that time. It is the fear of getting caught
| express my sympathies to those families who have loghat is the deterrent, which means we need a greater police
loved ones. However, the reality is that we stand here tonighiresence—it is as simple as that. If we had a greater police
and neither the police nor the advisers can tell us the cauggesence we would get a change in driver behaviour. This has
of those accidents. When the advisers are asked what tihead an effect interstate because they have flooded the long
causes were (and this is not a criticism of the advisers) theweekends or prescribed times with eight times the police
advice was that the police would not know for weeks. So herpresence. You do not have to be a Rhodes scholar to know
we are debating legislation to fix a problem and we are nathat if you put eight times the amount of police on the roads
sure what it is. you will get a change in driver behaviour. No-one has done

An honourable member: They are dead. an analysis of whether simply putting eight times the number

The Hon. I.LF. EVANS: We know that they are dead but of police on the road or getting double demerit points changes
what is the cause? Was it a heart attack, was it a fit, was it flahe behaviour. My view is that it is the former, namely, it is
tyres? You do not know the reasons for all the deaths. Othgoutting eight times the number of police on the road over the
reasons could have been involved in the deaths— prescribed period, not necessarily double demerit points, that

The Hon. J.D. Lomax-Smith interjecting: changes the behaviour.

The Hon. I.LF. EVANS: The member for Adelaide says, On Monday, in the other place, the Hon. Paul Holloway
‘Like what?’ She has a medical background and would havéabled a response to a question from the Hon. Mr Cameron.
heard of people dying of heart attack and of people havindf is a really interesting analysis of South Australia’s speeding
fits. If you do that behind the wheel of a car, you quite oftenfine system. It shows that, of the 32 700 speeding fines issued
run off the road and hit a tree. over a period of three months, 30 000 were in the 60 km/h

The Hon. J.D. Lomax-Smith: Only once—not often. area. The accidents the government is trying to prevent are

The Hon. I.LF. EVANS: Only once, but some people do notin that area. The deaths are occurring, very significantly,
it. More than one have a heart attack or a fit. Wait and see then country roads, yet the speed cameras, which are meant to
analysis, because the blood alcohol content may show thatldress driver behaviour and black spots, are concentrated in
some were involved in drugs and not alcohol. It may not havéow speed venues and therefore deliver a higher return to the
been speed but a high drug content. | do not know, but yogovernment. The sum of $3 million out of $3% million comes
are asking me to debate this based on no information. Thétom the 60 km/h zone. Interestingly, other means of
is the point | make. At least the government could have theetection, such as police cars, motorcycles and radars, attract
courtesy to show the parliament the deaths, the policthe majority of speeding fines in the 80, 90, 100 and 110
analysis and the result, but this is a knee-jerk reaction by thiem/h speed areas. It is my view that it is in those areas that
government. the majority of fatal accidents occur.

If the government is serious about reducing deaths, | | have come to the view that the more police we have on
suggest it look at cancer. | have asked the officers to let mthe beat monitoring the traffic—that is, the radar and
know what is the estimate interstate of how many deaths thisiotorcycle police—the more likely we are to achieve a
prevents. Let us say itis 20 per cent: it would save around 2feduction in speed and the number of accidents and, there-
people a year. That would be a good thing. We lose about 11f@re, a reduction in deaths. It will have absolutely nothing to
people a year on the roads. For cancer it is 3 272 peopledo with double demerit points. If you are driving along a
year. Tonight we are debating how we can save people ioountry road and you see a police car, you will not say to
South Australia—how we can reduce the number of deathgourself, ‘| will slow down because | may get double demerit
There will come a point where we argue about resources argbints.” However, you will say, ‘I will slow down because |
where we can save the most people. don’t want to get caught, even if it's one demerit point.” | am
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not necessarily convinced of the merits of the case. The The member for West Torrens gave an example of four
government argues that it will make a difference, but logicyoung people speeding down Ashley Street, Thebarton. Their
dictates that what the government will do is very simple: orvehicle was estimated to be travelling at 180 km/h and it hit
long weekends, it will swamp the roads with police, and ita Stobie pole and they were killed. | do not think those guys
will have double demerit points, and say, ‘Isn’t it fantastic?would have been doing that had they been aware that a copper
It works.” Of course it works—not because of the doublewas around the corner or there was a strong police presence
demerit points but because the roads are swamped withut there. The Institute of Criminology has said that it is not
police. You have to ask yourself: why do they not do it onthe penalty that people worry about but, rather, the chance of
other weekends? It is that simple. However, the governmergetting caught. That is the deterrent: getting caught. How will
will get its legislation passed, and the public of Souththey get caught? Because we will have police on the roads.
Australia will be penalised. The government should listen to the amendments being

As to some of the issues raised by other members, such agoposed. We should not be pinging people for relatively
more uninsured drivers or drivers without a licence, a largénnocent momentary distractions from driving. They should
number of those people will continue to drive. You have tobe pinged for dangerous driving and going well over the
ask yourself: what benefits have we achieved for the publicspeed limit. | hope the government looks at the amendments
when there are uninsured and unlicensed drivers? F@&nd the drug driving testing as an urgent matter, whether their
example, my son was involved in a minor accident. The laskegislation or this legislation. As others have said, statistics
involved said, ‘Don’t worry about it. There’s not a lot of prove that it is a very serious issue. We have heard about the
damage, and I'll fix it and then left. She was obviously RAA' press release today. It states:
uninsured and did not want to be involved in reporting the  what we can say with certainty is that double demerit points

accident. There are many such people out there, and | thirtkuring holiday periods will have no impact on road safety unless

that this bill will increase their number, and that will be @ccompanied by massive increases in enforcement and public
detrimental education. . It will be wrong to legislate in this area if it could be

shown that the same road safety gains could be achieved by the
I think that it is only fair to the parliament that the minister government simply committing to increased policing and public

table the report of the Road Safety Advisory Committee. l€ducation.

is a nonsense that we debate this measure without thak a fully financial member of the Australasian College of

!nformatlon before us. In tomorrow’s paper, on page 11, therRoad Safety, | had a look at the web site today and some of

is a scoop. It states: its enforcement penalties. It backs up the sentiments of most
South Australian motorists and passengers needlessly contributddembers on this side and certainly the RAA. The enforce-

to $1 million of state revenue last year because they chose not tent and penalty section of the Australasian College of Road
wear their seat belts. Safety states:

| think that says a lot about the issue on which the govern- The weight of enforcement should be directed to behaviours and
ment should be concentrating, as it alone contributes to a | citlgnstthat e dknO\gn CrtaslT grObledmtSﬁ Blacla Spﬁtslghguld be
: .1 :Jooked at, policed and patrolled, and the road should be im-
of deaths on the road. It comes down to detecno_n which, i roved. . . Enforcement practices should be aimed as much at
turn, comes down to police presence. My view is that yolpreventing infringements as detecting them. Appropriate measures
would have a far more positive and dramatic reduction in thean include information and education, speedometer checks and

road toll if the number of police administering the currentmessages, warnings, and a high level of visible police presence on

B e roads. . Sewerity of penalty should not be substituted for
laws were greater. | am not convinced that double demer ertainty of detection. There is little sense in applying a very severe

points will deliver the result the government wants, but &enalty as a deterrent if the perceived probability of detection is so
greater police presence will. low as to make the likelihood of incurring the penalty negligible.

i That is probably what will happen here. We will have double

Dr McFETRIDGE (Morphett): | will not keep the house  gemerit points, but there will not be police on the roads, so
long at 12.50 a.m. | think the first thing that we could do inpegple will still take the chance. We have heard other
this place is stop having these crazy hours. Itis okay, | Willnempers talk about people taking a chance. People should be
catch a cab home tonight and tram it back in the morning, bUjeterred from taking a chance by having police on the road,
what about staff and other members who live at Mountyhether it is the four young fellows who died at Thebarton
Compass, Stirling and Houghton? | think a bit of sanity—notyy other people out there speeding and driving recklessly. |
having to rush through legislation—would be appreciated by,gpe the government listens to the opposition’s arguments.
us all. I hope it takes note of the fact that we should not be out there

The other thing the government could do is look at unpaidrivialising this matter by pinging people for going one or two
fines. | understand there is $106 million in unpaid fines. If thekilometres over the limit in a 60 km/h zone. This should be
government collected that $106 million, it would go a longfor dangerous driving and for exceeding the speed limit by,
way towards putting more police on the roads; and | will givesay, 15 km/h. They are the sort of things we should be
some evidence about that. More police are needed on theoking at. But, above all, collect those unpaid fines, get the
roads. | will be supporting this rushed piece of legislation forpolice out on the road and penalise the real crims.
one reason only; that is, Eduardo Alves. Eduardo was a
16-year old Rotary Exchange student. | was coming home The Hon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Transport): |
from my vet clinic one night. There was a car upside dowrhave to say that ending the debate will take a lot less time
and six people were injured; and Eduardo was outside the cdhan listening to it. There have been some very lengthy
| spent 20 minutes giving him CPR and 15 minutes in thecontributions tonight from the opposition, and most of them
ambulance giving him cardiac massage on the way tb can sum up in a few minutes. The shadow minister's
Flinders. Eduardo died. If this can prevent a needless deatbpntribution was 2% hours in length, and 1% hours of it was
such as that of Eduardo, | would be more than happy talevoted to a diatribe about what a bully | am. He may be
support it. right, but I am a bully he is certainly not frightened of, given
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the 1% hours he spent describing me in very colourful termsand the second time the police recommended to this govern-
I think itis very sad, given that all | did was bring before the ment that we should introduce double demerit points. | really

house— do not want to speak any longer because that is the long and
Mr Brokenshire interjecting: the short of it for the government.
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: He is still interjecting about It is about discharging the obligations as we see them. |

what a bully I am. | will try to be as calm as possible, givenstress that | do not want to come back to this place after
the member’s sensitivities. What the government has done another long weekend having ignored the advice of the police
bring before the house a piece of legislation designed to dand having a series of more deaths on the road. | can tell
what has been recommended to the government by the policeembers what would happen if | did do that: the opposition
on two occasions after two tragic weekends on our roadsvould be calling for my resignation. That is what would
Having heard all the nonsense from the other side, | will bénappen. But, of course, politics is rarely honest, is it? | place
the first to say that | do not know whether this will reduce theon record my genuine regard for the contribution of the
number of deaths on our roads, but what | do know is thatmember for Morialta, who, | think, was honest and sincere
after the Easter long weekend, Graeme Barton said that wie her approach to this and who has a genuine regard for it.
should do this. On that occasion, | said that | would refer it | stress to the member for Morialta—and | do not know
to the Road Safety Council. While the Road Safety Councilvhether this is right—that | am not ignoring the police. | said
was considering it, and before | had any answer from it, weo them after one weekend, ‘I will refer it to the Road Safety
had another long weekend with another unacceptable numb€ouncil.’” After the second weekend they came back, and | am
of deaths, and the police again, through Graeme Bartomot prepared to ignore them again. | am prepared to introduce
recommended that we should introduce double demerit pointshat they have asked me to introduce. | appreciate that the
and that it would reduce the road toll. member for Morialta has been absolutely genuine in her
I do not know whether | am right in bringing this bill to contribution, and | think it was worthwhile listening for
the house, and | do not know whether it will reduce the roadainyone. | also appreciate the views of the member for Stuart,
toll. | certainly do not think that the people on the other sidewho has been absolutely genuine about this.
know for certain. However, after two such weekends, and | do not agree with him, but | do agree that it is an
having been told that by the police, | am not prepared tainfortunate aspect of our laws that they apply (as they must
ignore their advice. That is the long and the short of it for meapply) evenly in the same way to every person when | think
in relation to this legislation. The people on the other sidahat, in many respects, people on country roads have a far
might think they are smarter than the police, and | may thinkbetter understanding of their responsibilities. They learn how
the police did not get it right. But, having seen the figurego drive vehicles large and small at an earlier age. | remem-
from the Easter long weekend—having seen the tragiber, from personal experience after the Eyre Peninsula
deaths—having heard from the police after that that wébushfires, the two very young people (certainly younger than
should do this, having seen another long weekend with tragithe age lawfully required to drive a motor vehicle) who drove
deaths and having heard from the police that we should dthemselves to safety out of those bushfires.
this, the opposition is braver than | am, because | am not Ms Breuer: And shut the gates on the way.
going to come back to this place after another long weekend The Hon. P.F. CONLON: And shut the gates on the way,
and find another series of deaths, after ignoring the policeam told. The truth is that we must apply the laws evenly
twice in a row. If opposition members want to do that, onacross the state in the same way to everyone. It has been said
their heads be it. that this bill has been rushed into parliament, and it has. | am
On the advice of the police, | have brought this bill to thethe first to accept that. It has been rushed into parliament
house, and | will pursue it to its end. | hope we will be because we would like to introduce this before the June long
successful. At least | will rest easy knowing that | have doneveekend. | appreciate that the opposition has, at least,
everything | can. Personally, were | not to do this—and it issupported our being able to do that. It will be interesting to
not about the government—and we had another tragisee how this bill goes in the upper house.
weekend, | would feel very bad about it. The people on the | want to address a couple of other points; and, without
other side can vote against it if they wish, but at least | willwanting to provoke people, a number of opposition members
rest easier knowing that | have not ignored the pleas of theaid that it is all about policing. It is not about this. They
police in relation to this matter. criticised the level of saturation policing. Saturation policing
Those very smart people on the other side may well bé about getting people out there over time, and it is exactly
right. They may know more about it than the police. But | canthe numbers asked of me by Sir Eric Neal. | am happy to be
tell members that, having been in this place for a while, | antorrected, but | believe it is correct. These are the numbers
far more confident in the advice of the police than | am in thethat were told to me by Sir Eric Neal after discussions with
advice of the opposition. | have had a diatribe aimed towardthe Road Safety Council and, in particular, John White. Itis
me for not tabling a piece of information, which | do not the amount of money they would need to do saturation
have. | put this on the record again. | do not have advice fronpolicing on long weekends and public holidays.
the Road Safety Council on double demerit points since | | am more than happy to be corrected by either of those
referred it to that council, and | can tell members that it wouldindividuals, but we sat down and committed those funds. |
not matter if | did. It was referred to the council before thesay to those of the opposition who wax lyrical about the fact
second of these tragic long weekends. that we should not do this, that we should do more policing,
| repeat to the opposition: if it is the council’'s advice on | point out that they dropped police numbers in this state to
which it relies, | do not understand it to have supported it. Sohistorically low numbers, and we have increased police
vote against it. Go right ahead and vote against it, but | havaumbers in this state to historically high numbers. | know it
not in any way tried to mislead members opposite about thats the duty of the opposition to criticise, but I think a little
The advice has not been made available to me, and it wascognition just for the sheer facts of the argument would
advice that occurred before the second tragic long weekerue—
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Mr Brokenshire interjecting: We do this only because, after two tragic weekends and
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: He likes that because he after its being recommended by the police twice, we do not
recruited a few just before they left office. Let us have a lookbelieve it is safe to ignore that advice, and therefore accepting
at the numbers at about the mid-point of the 8Y2 years of youhe 1% year sunset clause seems to us quite reasonable. If this
government—I think that is a good indication—and you will cannot be supported after that time, if it does not appear to
see that they were historically low—no-one can argue aboutave been working, then | am happy to accept that it was not
that. right. | think that is entirely reasonable. | cannot accept the
Mr Brokenshire interjecting: amendments of the member for Stuart, as much as | like the
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: | am not suggesting for a fellow. Not only have those amendments been raised once
moment that you are not bona fide in this, but | come back tbefore and been defeated in this place but | simply do not
the point that this legislation has been rushed into théave the leeway of caucus to accept these types of amend-
parliament, and we have done that for a very good reasoments.
The Deputy Premier and | and the government withessed two The Hon. G.M. Gunn interjecting:
shocking long weekends in a row, and | must say that it was The Hon. P.F. CONLON: If that happens, then this will
put quite misleadingly by | think the shadow minister that thebe defeated and we will have to come back—and | hope that
government suggested this, but that is simply not true. Thehe next long weekend is not a bad one is all | say to the
history of this is that after the dreadful Easter long weekenthonourable member. The truth is that | cannot accept the
Graeme Barton of the police suggested that we should hawgher amendments.
double demerit points, and it was suggested again after the Mr Brokenshire interjecting:
recent second tragic long weekend. The report that the The Hon. P.F. CONLON: Of course | cannot accept the
shadow minister so much wants to see was— drug driving amendments. Honestly, we are trying to do
Mr Brokenshire interjecting: something genuine and what the opposition does with the
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: Well, what | have said to you drug driving stuff is insert a blatant political stunt. Members
is that, if you rely on that report to support this legislation, doof the opposition know the position of the government. The
not support it, because | do not understand the Road Safegpsition of the government is that it has put a bill out for
Advisory Council to have supported it on that occasion. Myconsultation. It has received the result of that consultation and
understanding—and not having seen anything from them, thigwould betray those people with whom we have consulted
is my advice—is that they did not support double demeriff we did not consider what they have said. It is such a

points. | indicate to you in the spirit of honesty— shallow stunt. I will close because it serves very little purpose
Mr Brokenshire interjecting: ) . to argue the merits. | appreciate the contributions of some
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: They did not. | say this to you, people on the other side.

and this is something that I did not know. The only thing I' | do apologise to the member for Mawson for having

have seen is the agenda paper written by the Department gtimidated him to the extent that he needed to describe my
Transport which suggests that they should not support thefullying for 1% hours. All | can say is that | did not scare him
on balance for a whole range of reasons. After that time—enough to make him shut up, did 1? | certainly did not do that.
Mr Brokenshire interjecting: _ I commend the bill to the house, but | close by stressing in all
~The Hon. P.F. CONLON: You would like to see alotof humility (which | do well) that | do not know whether this
things, but you can assume, if you like—and vote this way—will work. What | do know is that, having been told by the
that the Road Safety Advisory Council opposes it. Sir Ericpeople who do it at the coal face two weekends in a row to
Neal supports it as head of that body; the police support ifgg this, | am not prepared to substitute my view for theirs. |
and the police have suggested to us that we should do it, arghn not prepared to go without at least trying to convince
I'am not prepared to ignore them, but you can if you wish. members opposite to do what they have told us to do. | am

Mr Brokenshire: A bit of transparency. happy to accept the sunset clause because | think that is
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: A bit of transparency— appropriate in the circumstances. | cannot accept the other
Mr Brokenshire interjecting: amendments. | would really like to say it has been a good

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Mawson gave debate but honesty forbids.
a 2% hour contribution, | believe; he does not need to add to gj|| read a second time.
it, and | think the minister is getting a little repetitive, too. In committee.

The Hon. P.F. CONLON: | will deal with the opposi- Clause 1.

tion's amendments. | certainly cannot support the amend- \1r BROKENSHIRE: On the basis that the minister has
ments of the shadow minister on matters that have nothing tyage it very clear that he will not accept the drug driving
do with this bill. amendments, given the numbers in the house, | have no
Mr Brokenshire: The sunset clause. choice but not to proceed with that amendment.
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: | will come to that. | have The CHAIRMAN: | indicate to the committee that the

gone out on a limb because, as we all appreciate, we havgnendments go outside the scope of the bill and therefore
brought this to the parliament quickly. My view is this: 1 do ;1,14 be ruled out of order. in any case.

not know whether this will work, but I am not prepared to

. - Clause passed.

ignore the police. Therefore, | am prepared to accept a sunset Clauses 2 and 3 passed
clause. | have not run it past my caucus, but | hope they will Clause 4 ’
support me on it. Clearly, we want it to work. Some of the Mr BROKENSHIRE' | move:
contributions from the opposition were to the effect that this i ) ’
is revenue raising. | assure the parliament that this will cost Ei%?t?" after line 26—

the government money. You Wlll'get no revenue from (3h) Subsections (3d), (3e) and (3g) will expire 18
cancelling licences or demerit points. The Hon. Michael months after the day on which they come into
Wright (a former minister) said that this will cost money. operation.
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(3i) The minister must, before the date on which ~ The Hon. P.F. CONLON: Certainly | will give the
§‘él§§f§§§£’§Sﬁ?h)’éﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ”@r(f;’gm!gﬁp'rfvig member a commitment. It is not the sort of thing, as the
of the operation of those provisio’ns to be under‘_"fnember would know, tha_t l WOL.”d organise myself, t?Ut it
taken and must ensure that a report on the outcom&€€MmS to me to be a sensible thing and | give a commitment
of that review is prepared and laid between eachto ensure that we do that to the extent that it is possible in the

house of parliament. time. | think the member is absolutely right.

It is late. The minister has indicated that he accepts the Mr BROKENSHIRE: Briefly, as a point of clarification,
wisdom of the opposition’s amendment to have a sunsdfie minister talked about over and above the $1.54 million
clause and a review. | thank the minister for supporting théhat has been announced over four years through the SAPOL
wisdom of the opposition and I look forward to the bill's budget for saturation policing during these periods and that
passing rapidly. Transport SA also is contributing above the $1.54 million. |
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: | indicate that | accept the think the minister said it would be a total of $2.2 million?

amendment, but | am not sure about accepting the wisdom. -"\;IheB"R'g‘kEi\'I: SE|(|)RI\IIELOSN No, a?g‘ét $280 0(%% goyggg
Mrs HALL: My question relates specifically to what r S0 itwould be about a

occurred in New South Wales and Western Australia whey€a" over the four years for saturation policing, based on 1.54

X X . plus 800 over four years.
they introduced their double demerits. In New South Wales', The Hon. P.F. CONLON: It is about that.

the initiative was considered to be reliant on high levels of ) - .
police enforcement and the estimates are, as | understand it, !\r/lr:eBHR;KIED’\::SE'(l;QI\IJEL Olcil?rlltt'zea?cl)mtsttﬁr tg%t tthle d.ﬁta”f?
that $2.9 million was injected into providing 88 400 man- he fi e -1t ut that, but fwilfge
hours of enforcement for the trial period, and they spen[ e igures. .

something like $2 million on media campaigning during the Amendment carried; clause as amended passed.
public debate. Will the minister outline, if he can, what sort New clauses 5, 6 and 7 and s.chedule.

of additional commitment and funding will be invested in this 1€ Hon. G.M. GUNN: | move:

program for the June long weekend and, in particular, the After clause 4—lInsert:

additional man-hours that the police will need to commit to
it and the media campaign?

The Hon. P.F. CONLON: That is a very good question.

In general, $1.54 million has been referred to. That is
matched by something like $200 000 (I will have to obtain
the exact figure) a year extra out of transport plus some for
this year, which | am not quite sure about, but we have
already commenced this. The total amount is about $2.5 mil-
lion for the period. Sir Eric Neal spoke to me, and that is what
was asked for by the police for them to do the saturation
policing on those weekends. It is not disproportionate to the
numbers in New South Wales, as | understand it. One does
not hire extra police for the weekend. Itis about getting those
people out on overtime and those sorts of things. The hours,
of course, do not come out of my agency; they come out of
the Minister for Police’s agency.

I am happy to provide that information as soon as | can
obtain it, but | can assure the member for Morialta that this
is precisely what the police asked for in terms of funding for
those weekends. It may seem a small number in the bigger
scheme of things, but it is about a small amount of time using
existing resources and getting them out there in a saturation
period, and we believe that it works.

In terms of advertising before the long weekend, should
the bill be passed we will certainly have to abide by the
provisions we have inserted in terms of advertising in the
papers. However, | assure the member for Morialta that there
will be advertising to alert people to the fact, because
otherwise it does not work. What we all really want (and |
appreciate what the member for Morialta’s speech was about)
is for people not to do these things any more. | will obtain the
details for the member, but it will commence before then. We
are doing it in what one might call a hasty way, but after what

we have seen we want to do it before the June long weekend.

Mrs HALL: Would the minister be prepared to give a
commitment that, in the advertising campaign he is talking
about, all the multicultural media that is available between
now and the long weekend will be included in the advertising
buy, given that there is now an extensive coverage with
respect to the multicultural community across this state?

5—Amendment of section 98BD—Notices to be sent by
Registrar
Section 98BD(3a)—after ‘section 98BE’ insert:

or lodge an appeal under section 98BF
6—Amendment of section 98BE—Disqualification and
discounting of demerit points
Section 98BE(1)—after ‘this section’ insert:

and section 98BF
7—Insertion of section 98BF

After section 98BE insert:

98BF—Hardship appeals where double demerit points

incurred

) If—

(a) a person who holds a licence is given a notice
of disqualification as a result of incurring
demerit points; and

(b) the demerit points incurred consist of, or
include, demerit points incurred in accordance
with section 98B(3d);

the person may appeal to the Magistrates Court

against the disqualification.

(2) The appellant and the Crown are entitled to be
heard on an appeal under this section.

(3) If the Magistrates Court is satisfied by evi-
dence given on oath by or on behalf of the appellant
that the disqualification would result in undue hard-
ship to the appellant, the Court may allow the appeal
and order that the disqualification be removed (in
which case any licence held by the appellant at the
time the disqualification took effect is to be taken to
be in force again).

(4) Where an appeal against disqualification has
been instituted under this section, the disqualification
and any related cancellation are suspended until the
determination or withdrawal of the appeal.

Schedule 1—Related amendments Road Traffic

Act 1961

1—Amendment of section 53A—Traffic speed analysers
Section 53A—after subsection (2) insert:

(3) A traffic speed analyser (other than a traffic speed
analyser that is mounted in a fixed housing) must not be
used to measure the speed of vehicles on a road unless 1
or more signs advising of the use of the traffic speed ana-
lyser are displayed in positions where the drivers of
vehicles approaching the traffic speed analyser are likely
to see them.
2—Insertion of section 81
Before section 82 insert:

81—Cautions to be issued in certain circumstances

1) If—
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(a) a person, being the holder of a driver's ~ The Hon. P.F. Conlon: But you have never done that,
licence in South Australia, is alleged to have you, Graham?
ha\c/je committed a minor traffic offence; The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Well, have you?
an ' ’

N . The Hon. P.F. Conlon:No.

b) the person has held a driver’s licence in

( )SouR] Australia for a continuous period of The Hon. G.M. GUNN: We”, the COpS dO | see them
not less than 10 years immediately preced-driving along and they go past me.
ing the date of the offence; and Mr Brokenshire: Chasing someone.

(c) the person has not, in the period of 10 The Hon. G.M. GUNN: No, come on! And, if you do not
%’ﬁ:?ﬁggeggﬁlgoﬁﬁggyr(')@f” tehxepigetlé?j 8‘; believe me, I will start taking the numbers and will let the
been issued a caution under this section inParliament know. Because | am on the road a lot. They do not
respect of, any offence of which the driv- know what sort of motor car | am in. | use different vehicles,
ing of a vehicle is an element (other thana and | am very observant. You have tested me. | will come
prescribed offence), back to this parliament, and | will give you the numbers—

a member of the police force must caution the person ‘N ; ;
against further offending and no further proceedings may The Hon. P.F. Conlon:No-one is testing you. We agree

be taken against the person in respect of the offence. With you, but we just can’t do it.
(2) In this section— The Hon. G.M. GUNN: No; this is commonsense, what
minor traffic offence means an expiable offence | am putting forward. When you talk in the corridors people
against this Act in respect of which demerit points agree with you. That is how stupid the parliament has
are prescribed under section 98B(1) of Metor  hecome. They agree with you and they know | am right.
\ehicles Act 1959 if the number of points so pre- The Hon. P.F. Conlon:Rory agrees with you.

scribed is not more than 2;
prescribed offence means an expiable offence The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Of course he does. Why doesn'’t

against this Act in respect of which no demerit he stand up and show a bit of guts?
points are prescribed under section 98B(1) ofthe  The Hon. P.F. Conlon interjecting:

Motor Vehicles Act 1959. _ The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Yes; and | am not going to be
3—Amendment of section 175—Evidence put down in relation to these matters and my constituents
Section 175(3)—after paragraph (ba) insert: agree with me. Do not worry about that. They are sick and

(baa) a document produced by the prosecution ang; e o ; ; :
purporting to be signed by a member of the‘ﬂred of this silly nonsense. There is an obsession with

police force and certifying that 1 or more signs handing out on the spot fines for minor issues, yet we do not
advising of the use of a traffic speed analyser have enough coppers to get after the real villains. Last week
were displayed during a specified period in they vandalised the Uniting Church in Port Augusta. Elderly
fg?ﬁg'ggr:gg?t'onr%& n ttﬂg ﬁ]basttee”rgesgfger?tgf ladies are petrified of these people racing up. You have riots
fied: . P in the streets. You do not have enough coppers. You do not
) ) . ) blame four or five of them for not going there. Yet, you are
Basically the first part of the amendment is a notice to theyoing to saturate it and you want to take people’s licences
Registrar of Motor Vehicles and the rest deals with disqualifipyay unnecessarily and unwisely and without any reason.
cation and discounting of demerit points. The core of the | repeat what | said earlier. The same thing is going to
amendment deals with hardship appeals. No matter whfanpen here that has happened in the United Kingdom. | say
anyone says, these unfortunate events which are going {g those who do not believe me, go and find out what
happen will inflict double penalties on people, and they willhappened there. This sort of stupidity was inflicted on the
be unfair and unreasonable. | will give one example, and heople and they rose up and had a gutful of it and the
hope everyone listens. If someone goes past a road traijgyernment had to amend it and take away some of these
particularly in the passing lanes, and the road train Oy things, because the political consequences—and it is
B-double semi-trailer is doing 100 km/h, you have to go ovelying to come to that, make no mistake—are going to rein in

110 km/h because you have to get past them. Is SOmeoRg, this. One day there is going to be a marginal shift. Make
going to get pinged and lose double demerit points and 10Sgg mistake.

their licence? | want to know. | draw to the adviser’s attention  The Hon. I.P. Lewis: It will cost the member for Giles
the answer that the Commissioner of Police gave to me whehey seat.

he was sitting here during budget estimates. | want it made The Hon. G.M. GUNN: The member for Giles has gone
clear today that there will be some commonsense. That i§nyway; it does not matter.

why the amendment is moved. | say to members sitting Members interjecting:

around here that, when one of their constituents comes t0 The Hon. G.M. GUNN: | am only stating a fact. | cannot

them and they have been the victim of these outrageoyse|p that. The member for Giles has been saying all sorts of
events that are going to happen— unkind things to me, so | just thought | would officially

The Hon. |.P. Lewis: Stupidity. farewell her.

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Stupidity—they will blame The Hon. M.J. Wright: She speaks very highly of you.
themselves and those who are the architects of this. If you put The Hon. G.M. GUNN: Not always; sometimes she must
forward these sorts of unreasonable courses of action yaget out of bed on the wrong side.
must expect other unreasonable acts to be taken. Let me Membersinterjecting:
repeat clearly and precisely in my case what | intend to do. The Hon. G.M. GUNN: | have sat patiently here. The
I will have no hesitation in using this place if my constituentsmembers opposite are the ones who want to go all night: not
who are isolated by long distances lose their licence in thene. If | had my way, we would not be sitting past 12 o’clock.
sorts of instance that | am mentioning today, and there willWe could have put on a real bobsy show on these amend-
be others. There is no harm in anyone doing 120 km/h oments here all night if you wanted to. The other part of my
these isolated bitumen roads. The former minister knows thamendment is that, if you believe in reducing the road toll,
they are built for people to travel on them at 130 km/h. if you want to stop people speeding, put the signs up before
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the speed cameras. If you are not prepared to do that, we Knowing the member for Stuart and the people he
know you want to collect revenue. As | indicated in my represents, | am sure those intelligent people out there could
second reading speech, there were some signs up, but theyanage to get through one year without breaking a traffic
have been taken down. They have not been there for monthaw. | think it covers the concerns of the member for Stuart.
I want to know why. The poles are still up there. | understand that he may be able to get this up somewhere
These suggestions in my amendments are fair anglse. My view is that the member for Stuart, as much as | love
reasonable, and they are what the public wants. Rememb@im, probably would not have the support of even his own
that we are legislating here, not to get a headlinghe  party for all these things. | may be wrong about that; we will
Advertiser and appease the Editor Bifie Advertiser. We are ~ find out. All I can say is that, while | admire the honesty and
legislating to affect the welfare of the citizens of Southenthusiasm he brings to it, it is simply not something that |
Australia. This is going to be detrimental to a lot of them andthink we could accept. If your mob was in government, | do
unfortunately, even when we pass this legislation, there arot think it is something they could accept either.
still going to be some of these unfortunate events—sad as it The Hon. I.P. LEWIS: May | also say in the same way
is for all those involved. | am someone who is on the roads the member for Stuart has said, and with no less commit-
day and night, and | would hate to think how many kilometresment, conviction or vehemence than he has used—and, if
| have driven in the time that | have been a member ofnore is possible, then let the record show that it was with
parliament. It is millions. more—that he is right. The minister is wrong, and his stance
The Hon. P.F. Conlon:Well, it's been 35 bloody years. 1S that ofawimp. He knows that what the member for Stuart
The Hon. G.M. GUNN: And not out is saying is correct. It will be_a_ problem. The present _Iaw as
Lo ’ it stands is idiotic, because it increases the level of risk and
Members interjecting: danger if you do not break the law when you are overtaking

The Hon. G.M. GUNN: | want to see justice for the 5 |ong vehicle. You should be able to use the power that a car
people in outback and regional and rural South Australiag, any other vehicle has.

That is why | have moved these amendments, and | am firmly ¢ you are going to overtake a vehicle travelling at 100

committed to them. Let me say this. | had people tell me iny/h 'on those roads where there are no overtaking lanes, then
opposition years ago that | would never get some of thg,q need to be able to do that in the quickest possible time.
things that I have been successful in. | can say that, if we argg; need to get out there, get past and get back in again
supcessful at the next election, if the ministers want Somg here it is safe, instead of getting out there and staying out
things, they are going to have to do some deals. These Woulflere at 110 km/h. The difference in the amount of time taken
be top priority. One good deed always deserves anothef, gyertake a long vehicle at 110 km/h as compared with
When the numbers were close, | have had those quarter to Siyertaking it at 120 km/h, whilst the difference in speed is
and half past six phone calls from premiers, and my attitudgsss than 10 per cent, is more than double. The distance that
was this: "You appointed the minister, not me; good mor)55 to be travelled with two vehicles travelling abreast of
ing.’ But | will pick the right bill. Ithlnkthay sortof comment  a5ch other occupying the whole space of the road is much
is marvellous. The result was astounding. | have seen thgeater. Altogether, the present Road Traffic Act and other
wheel change. | have been caIIepl into the room next door, a’}%sociated regulations and acts—the Motor Vehicle Act in
people were tempted to admonish me. You speak to them ifjs case—are idiotic in that respect. They do not enhance the
firm, Australian terms, which they cannot fail to understandsmcety of users within the law. Indeed, they put them at
when you are not a bit frightened of them or intimidated bygreater risk.
them. I have not been here anywhere near as long as the member
I can make a living without being in this place. That is onefor Stuart, but | have been here for a fair while and | have had
of the problems with this place: there are too many peopleomething of the same kinds of experiences to which he
dependent on the front benches. Their future is threatenegsfers. Those honourable members who take the self-right-
There are not enough free thinkers. That is why | willeous view that this is politically correct today and we could
probably not be successful today, and more is the pity of ithot possibly do something different for fear that we would be
But, I am right; the public knows that | am right. Before itis criticised by journalists or whatever are foolish in the
finished, those people who are advising the minister are goingktreme. They are misguided in their belief that they are
to have to wear some of this, whether they like it or not,doing what is right by the public interest: they are not. What
because commonsense always comes to bear. is right by the public interest is what good science supports,
The Hon. P.F. CONLON: As a bloke who was born in and good science in this case, and fairness in this case—both
Belfast and grew up in Port Adelaide, | would love to be ableseparate factors—is best served by supporting the case put by
to accept the amendments of the member for Stuart, but | athe member for Stuart and the amendments that he has moved
afraid | have other responsibilities these days. There are twaccordingly.
reasons why | cannot. One is that, as fond as | am of the Mrs HALL: The minister has said that he is unable to
member for Stuart, | am not sure whether the entire Laboaccept the member for Stuart's amendments, and | can
caucus is, and | am not game to accept his amendmentmderstand the complications that trying to do so would
without running them past the Labor caucus. The second isause. However, | wonder—as he is likely to be providing
that | understand the point he makes in terms of the amendnrore information to the member for Stuart, if not accepting
ments. | point out to the member for Stuart—I am sure héis amendments—whether | can ask the minister if he will get
knows it, because he is a very astute local member—that, abme more information for me. During my remarks earlier in
present, when a person loses all their points, they can kedpe second reading debate, | drew the minister’s attention to
their licence by submitting to a 12 month good behavioursome material provided by the traffic intelligence section, and
arrangement whereby they get two points back. If they losé dealt specifically with the comparison between the years
the two points in that period, they double their disqualifica-2002 to 2005, and the very dramatic comparisons between
tion. But if they get through it, they get their 12 points back.week day and weekend fatalities and crashes. | understand
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that these double demerit systems are going to come in famfortunate and unwise actions take place. If members think
long weekends. When you actually look at the figures, theyhat the member for Hammond has been difficult from time
dramatically show that nearly a 2:1 ratio is occurring into time, | can assure them that | will be difficult on this issue.
relation to week day crashes. | think that during the seconddo not want to do it, but I will.
reading debate | cited the figures and, in most years, and | will create some work for the people administering it,
particularly in this year thus far, the ratio of fatalities, crashesand it is not hard to do. | would sooner not do it and would
and serious injuries taking place on week days, as opposéar sooner be enjoying myself occasionally at home on the
to weekends and long weekends, is more than 2:1. So,farm but, if it means putting in the weekends at the office, |
would be interested if the minister can obtain from the policewill do it without fear or favour. | will keep two or three PAs
department, or from Transport SA, how they relate thisgoing, working out how we can stick up for these people and
information to their suggestion and their recommendation thaty to get a bit of commonsense to apply. | oppose the third
we proceed with this double demerits proposal. reading.

The Hon. P.F. CONLON: Certainly. The only point that
I would make, as it was pointed out to me, is that the week The Hon. I.P. LEWIS (Hammond): | am disappointed
day statistics that you talk about are Monday to Friday ando find myself at this time—it being as near as damn it to
as a consequence, they include those days of the lorkf) minutes to 2 a.m.—having to say much the same as the
weekend that are often the worse. | am advised that Fridaygember for Stuart has said—that the legislation, as it came
are often the worst day of all on a long weekend. Certainlyout of committee following discussion of it there, is com-
that was the case most recently at Easter. | am happy f@etely unsatisfactory.
provide that information. What | would say is that the simple  Today (or yesterday now) is the day on which it was noted
Monday to Friday look at the data may be a little misleadingn the media that Graham Kennedy had died. The strength of

in this regard, but we will certainly provide that. feeling that | have expressed and the terms | have used to
Mrs HALL: Can the minister try to obtain a breakdown €xpress it are moderate compared to the language that man

on each day of the five-day week? used in the course of his life. | say, again, that ‘Minardi Mike’
The Hon. P.F. Conlon: Yes. is as much to blame for the problems we have on the roads
New clauses 5, 6 and 7, and schedule negatived. as any drive( a}nyyvhere. Hoqning around in fast cars for the
Title passed. sake of publicity in that fashion is a bad example to all the

young males of this state of ours, and politicians ought not to
getinvolved init. It is bad enough for us to have that kind of
The Hon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Transport): | motor sport which turns on those people who do silly things
move: on the roads. . N
. N As | have said, we have not mitigated the consequences
That the bill be now read a third time. of it by this legislation, yet that is what the government wants
The Hon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): The bill arrives at this  to try to convince the public it has done. It will not succeed.
stage in an unsatisfactory form. It arrives after considerableam quite sure that it will cost the ALP the seat of Giles, and
debate and | now have to pin my hopes on the august arigmay well cost some other members like the Minister for
esteemed other chamber casting its wise reviewing capacifygriculture, Food and Fisheries their seat if they are known
over it to make some improvements to what is, in my viewito support it. | do not think the government understands the
an unfortunate piece of legislation. Having attempted tastrength of feeling there is abroad outside the metropolitan
improve it and not been successful, | and, | hope, others withrea against this kind of approach to using a stick on people.
be voting against the third reading to clearly indicate myOn its own it will not ameliorate driver behaviour in the way
displeasure at this matter. Let me again indicate that some @f which the minister and the government fondly hope. There
us will be making a very careful analysis of how this processhas to be a greater police presence, and that police presence
takes place and the effects on long-suffering people. Let might be best illustrated by using cardboard cut-out candy
assure members that they have not heard the last of it in thisards along the highway—if you cannot afford the coppers,
place by a long shot. then at least put something out there that lets people think that
People who become the unwitting victims of it will have that is happening.
their day in this place, let me assure members. What other It is public education and perception that will change
alternative do they have? People’s rights have been takehings, not taking their licence from them. As | have pointed
away with these dreadful on-the-spot fines. If ever there wasut, the sad consequence of the legislation as it stands is that
a piece of legislation where the parliament was not properlyhere will be far more damaged property and a far greater
informed or had been misused and abused into becomingumber of injured people who can get no insurance. In a
nothing more than a revenue exercise, it is with on-the-spagollision with a member of the general public who has
fines. It is verging on a public disgrace. Instead of usingsuffered injuries and who has a licence, the other driver will
petrol pumps as a revenue collector they are using policrot have a licence in far greater numbers than is the case at
officers issuing these things like confetti, dipping their handshe present time. That is a major problem that the government
in people’s pockets with the massive fines that the ministehas overlooked in the introduction of this punitive measure
wants to put up. which does nothing to make the roads safer—certainly not in
We will have a fight over that and will move to disallow the fashion that the government imagines.
those regulations. They are not a fine: they are becoming an What is needed is further public education, further
imposition on people. It is all very well for the people investment in the roads infrastructure, and further change in
advising the minister on exceptionally high salaries. It maywhat is permissible. That is what is needed. The message at
not be an imposition on them but it is on the average Johthe moment is that you cannot get pissed but you can
Citizen. | am not going to let this pass and | am not going tccertainly go and get high. You can get stoked up on any other
sit idly by during the rest of my time in this place when thesesubstance whatever other than alcohol and then go driving.

Bill reported with an amendment.
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That in itself is testimony to the stupidity of this government,where deaths are occurring in country South Australia but as
because it fears that it will offend too many people who have revenue raising measure in the city of Adelaide. Therefore,
otherwise voted for it and would not vote for anyone else, andiwill oppose the bill.

they will vote informal. That will reduce in some marginal ~ The Hon. P.F. Conlon interjecting:

degree the level of support it gets in those seats where it relies Mr BRINDAL.: It is not being a goose: the police will be
upon those votes. out there very zealously policing it, getting more revenue and

They are the reasons why | strongly oppose the propos?—‘t the same time giving people double demerit points. More

tion and the arguments that have been put by governmeﬂf"_il_cﬁ' rr?ore inéra_gtic:jns, r’r;1orehr_e(\j/enug.: | am not the goose.
members, particularly the minister, in support of it. Those e house divided on the third reading:

arguments are specious, fallacious and not based on good . AYES (30)
science. They will not achieve the result desired by the ~ Atkinson, M. J. Bedford, F. E.
government, and the kinds of mindset that exist in members Breuer, L. R. Brokenshire, R. L.
opposite will lead them further down the path of the futile Brown, D. C. Buckby, M. R.
exercise of the stick on this kind of behaviour rather thana ~ caca, P. Chapman, V. A.
carrot and/or the introduction of technology which would Ciccarello, V. Conlon, P. F. (teller)
make the roads a safer place for all of us, which is the stated ~ EVans. . F. Geraghty, R. K.
goal of the government in introducing this legislation. God Hall, J. L. Ham|lton-Sm|th, M.L.J.
knows now, after this five minutes at the third reading in Key, S. W. Koutsantonis, T.
summarising my view of the legislation, | will not hesitate to Lomax-Smith, J. D. Maywa_ld, KM.
keep reminding government members and ministers who Mc!Ewen, R.J. Mchtrldge, D.
have some part in all this of their folly as we go into the next Meier, E. J. Rankine, J. M.
election. Rau, J. R. Redmond, I. M.
Scalzi, G. Snelling, J. J.
Thompson, M. G. Weatherill, J. W.
Mr BRINDAL (Unley): As this bill comes out of White, P. L. Wright, M. J.
committee, | have listened carefully to the contributions of NOES (4)
my own colleagues, some of whom | presume will support Brindal, M.K. Gunn, G.M. (teller)
this measure. | have listened to the members for Hammond Lewis, I.P. Penfold, E.M.

and Stuart. | said that | did not have the spine to stand up  \gjority of 26 for the ayes.

against the government on a measure that | clearly think is  Thjrq reading thus carried.

wrong. Some of my colleagues will vote for this measure, but

their very arguments have convinced me the government is ADJOURNMENT

wrong. This measure will unjustly penalise my electors in

Unley and those in such places as the electorate of Adelaide At 2 a.m. the house adjourned until Thursday 26 May at
because the burden of policing will probably not be donel0.30 a.m.



