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What prophetic words they were, because this thing has
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY continued on as a silent menace, snuffing out the life of all

sorts of enterprises and livelihoods around Australia since

Thursday 25 March 2004 1995. The fact is that since 1996 the present federal govern-
) _ ment has had absolute control over this matter and, granted

The SPEAKER (Hon. |.P. Lewis) took the chair at that the Labor Party needs to accept responsibility for the

10.30 a.m. and read prayers. initial introduction of national competition policy in 1995, in
all the years since 1996 it has been entirely within the
SITTINGSAND BUSINESS capacity of the present federal government to do something

. . . about it and it has done absolutely nothing. In fact, it has
TheHon. WA. MATTHEW: Sir, | rise on a point of allowed this mad process to wend its way through all the
order. As there is no government minister present, | dravétates of Australia, causing havoc and impinging on the

your attention to the state of the house. sovereignty of parliaments such as this around Australia. In
A quorum having been formed: my opinion, that is an absolute disgrace.
An honourable member interjecting:
BARLEY SINGLE DESK Mr RAU: If you had been here before, you would have
heard that. | have already made that admission. You can
Mr RAU (Enfield): | move: speak about it later, if you like, but you were not listening.

That this house calls upon the federal Treasurer to support thlt’éet us deal with the jewel in the crown of national competi-

Barley Single Desk rather than penalising South Australia throug§On policy. What is it? It is the national electricity market.
the withdrawal of national competition payments. Goodness me! Those of us who live in the real world

understand that free markets and competition do not solve all
problems. In fact, without the regulation of markets, consum-
ers would be eaten alive by spivs, profiteers and criminals.
with me and those on this side of the house in support of thiggéﬁfgﬁ;nt%?n C,()gc‘)fect)'rt;g ?gﬁt f’r\?aetié?gkcitmecéﬂ% TICCS)Iic?re
important resolution. | would like to start by giving some wanted to get?i.d ofF; goveF;nmént monopoly |Fr)1 the forr)m 03]{
background to this matter. It really comes down to thls'.aETSA, which produced, distributed and sold electricity to

consideration of national competition policy and the way in - - B
which itis impacting on Australians around this country and SOSUMers in South Australia at a fair price. ETSA produced
‘[ens of millions in dividends to the state each year, which

more particularly for us as members of the state ID"jlr"""menrheant lower state taxes and charges. This did not suit national
the way in which national competition policy represents a o - ges. . "
: . ; c?ompetltlon policy. Now we have what national competition

olicy always wanted: a national electricity market. Now we

room who believe that by becoming a member of parliameng @€ & number of mainly foreign based generators pushing
0 maximise their returns to shareholders. We have a foreign

they have put themselves forward to do something for theiowned distribution network, which is a monopoly, doing the
fellow South Australians need to seriously reflect on thisSame thin ’ poly. 9
issue, because it is very important. 9- .
. L We can all judge for ourselves what an overwhelming flop
I would like to make an admission and an apology at thq

. tail competition has been in the electricity market—in fact,
outset because, no doubt, those who might speak later wiljs gjtficult to see how things could have been made worse
offer this as some debating point. So, | will deal with it it \e really tried. The bottom line is that consumers are
immediately. The Labor Party has to accept its share ghaying through the nose because national competition policy
responsibility for national competition policy, because it wasy

. - . ; nd the individuals who now sit in the opposition who
in 1995, in the dying days of the then Keating governmentyiyaiised the ETSA utility have lumped a huge burden on the
that national competition policy in the form in which we

L . taxpayers of South Australia. Greater efficiencies may,
presently enjoy it (if | can use that term) was introduced

indeed, one day be generated somewhere in the system. But

There is something, I think, almost noble—if | dare go thatyyone who believes that they will be delivered to consumers
far—about someone who admits that they have made

. . X R naive in the extreme. The profits will be wrung out by
mistake and tries to improve themselves. To the extent thal,5reholders. which is as it always is, and should be, with

I am responsible for this (and | am happy to say that thabrivate enterprise.

extent is zero), | humbly apologise to all people for not™ ¢ js the jewel in the crown for national competition
having stopped it from being introduced in the first place. Sopolicy, but let us move into some of the detail: some 171

I have dealt with that. pieces of legislation in this state, having the fine toothcomb

I have looked at a copy ¢tansard from the Senate when  run over them by some pointy heads in Canberra. Every time
this matter was first introduced and Senator Kernot, as sh@ere is some legislation that this parliament wants to
then was (a person who has had her ups and downs {iroduce, bureaucrats in this state have to go on bended knee
politics), had some very important things to say about thigo the national competition framework and run the ruler over
matter. It is interesting that in her second reading speech gfito see whether it complies. In relation to something as
22 June 1995 she said: simple as real estate reform, where we should have a real

In the Democrats’ view, competition policy represents the victoryeState board, the national competition gurus are saying, ‘No,
of economics over equity, of competition over compassion and ofhat is anti-competitive.” This lunacy has got to stop. This
accounting over accountability in the management of public servicesesolution is talking about a particular subset of the lunacy

Yet this bill, and the ramifications of this bill, have been the subjec : ; i : . .
of very little debate. It has been the subject of minimal pub"C'that is national competition policy. | am talking, in particular,

scrutiny. It has been debated in closed forums—not by Australia@Pout the impact on barley. I would hope members opposite
people who own this debate and the outcome of it. would take some interest in this matter, because some of them

I believe that this is a very important motion. | hope that we
will have a good debate in relation to this matter and that
ultimately, a number of members of the opposition will join

indeed, the relevance of this parliament. All the people in thi
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have constituents who would be very interested in this matter. The national competition policy review document actually
I know that, privately, some members of the opposition haveays that we want to do a big favour for the Japanese and
a very sound line on this. They think it is nonsense, and Chinese brewers and the people who are feedlotting in Saudi
hope we will hear from some of them today—»but | will not Arabia and various other places. | am sorry: | am an Aust-
name them, because that is a matter for them. ralian; | am a South Australian and | want to see the money

The important thing is what has been happening wittstay here. | do not want to see competition policy destroy
barley. What has been happening with barley is that, as Bcome for Australian farmers and the regional communities
result of national competition policy, a review was conductedhat these people support. Itis about time that this parliament

in South Australia. The results of that review were producedtarted standing up and saying, ‘Enough is enough; stop
in July last year. The review report states: meddling in our affairs.” Chicken meat is another example,

ut that will be a resolution in a week or two. We will go onto
There can be no doubt that many of the stakeholders in the Sou% 9

Australian barley industry believe that the ABB [Australian Barley atin due course. . . 5
Board] is doing an excellent job as the holder of the single desk L€t us come back to this. What does all this mean? It

monopoly right to sell South Australian barley into export markets.means that the federal Treasurer, who has a report from these
Growers, in particular, see it as working in their direct interestpointy heads on the subject of national competition policy,
through its obligation to maximise pool returns and as providing ; - ; i
one-stop shop for a complete package of services. Its role as a buaé?s deC|deq to fine th_e Sou_th Australia government_$3 mil
of last resort is greatly valued by growers, as is the risk managemeHPn & year in perpetuity until we do what they say with our
services it provides, especially given the absence to date of a hedgifi@rley industry. That is an outrage. That is $3 million we are
market for barley. The position of the ABB as operator of a singlenot spending on schools, police and hospitals. Why? Because

desk also means that it can access finance on favourable terms froo’inunch of economic purists have got a problem with the fact
lending institutions, and that growers have the security of knowinq

their crop will be sold, albeit at a price that is not known with any hat we are me}king a good profit out of foreign purchasers for
certainty. our barley. It is an outrage. The federal Treasurer has the

ower to say, ‘No, | will not listen to you blokes. | will not
ine South Australia. But what has he done? Absolutely

othing! South Australia will pay because the federal

reasurer, who has the capacity to deal with this thing
properly and say, ‘This is nonsense; South Australia, we will
ot impose this nonsense on you,” has done nothing. We will
e fined as a result. It is absolutely outrageous.

The point is that it is time for those who sit opposite, many
whom privately agree with what | am saying, to stand up
this debate and join with me so that this chamber can say

That was the finding of this hatchet gang set up by th
national competition policy to destroy the single desk. The
even admit in the opening paragraph that the growers like i
| have yet to meet a grower or farmer who does not like it; it
gives them security, so they should like it. The review
document then goes onto state that, in spite of the views

those people on the ground who deal with barley—the
industry, the single desk and the barley board—the panel—f
which, as | said, is a bunch of pointy heads—believes thq

neither the modelling nor any of the submissions made to i its federal counterparts and the federal government:
demonstrate unambiguously and unequivocally that the sing Fisten, back off. Leave our farmers alone. Let them run their'
desk meets the entire test posed by clause 5 of the Compeﬂasine’ss the way they want to run it. We Australians

tion policy, namely, that legislation should not restrict rganise our farmers, not like the Americ,:ans who subsidise
competition unless it can be shown t_hat the benefits outwe em. We organise tﬁem. We should be entitled to continue
the cost to the Australian community. What that gobbledeio organise them so that they deliver real profits to South

gook me?ns [?hthat natlon?I C?Trﬁ’.e“t'on deOI'Cyts?ts u?h%ustralian regional and rural communities. It is about time
presumption. The presumption IS this—and [ quUOte Irom g, g40¢ up for these people. Itis about time that we stopped

national competition policy test: bending our knees about national competition policy. We
The underlying presumption of national competition policy is thathave to start standing up to these people and the federal
competitive markets bring benefits, particularly for consumers andregsurer has got to realise that he is hurting Australians by
businesses. this.
The fact that all the people involved in the barley industry  The last, absolute, patent absurdity is this: Mr Vale, who
think that the industry is doing very well, thank you very recently went to the United States and negotiated what is
much, is irrelevant, according to these boffins. All they aretrumpeted as the greatest deal of all time, namely, the free
concerned about is the zealotry with which they approach thisade agreement—and in due course we will see how good
principle of ‘competition is good for everyone’. Let us look thatis—and has been selling it for all it is worth, guaranteed
at where the competition will be applied. Australia is aand actually sold as one of the greatest benefits of the free
producer for export of barley. We have a very small domestitrade deal (that he belted out of Mr Zoellick and all his other
market for barley. Some $400 million or more per year ofpunching bags in the United States) that he was able to retain
export income is earned for South Australian farmers irthe single desk for barley and wheat. That came back as one
regional South Australia through the sale of barley overseasf the big triumphs. We lost sugar; we messed up sugatr; all
The market is overwhelmingly not to a group of individual the sugar farmers are gone, but we have retained our single
consumers but, rather, to state institutions in China, Japan anigsk for barley and wheat. That was the headline. What a
the Middle East. The national competition policy is sayingbizarre twist! In relation to an international agreement, we
that these consumers should have a chance to pick off oeome back and say to the Australian community, ‘We have
farmers. They are not even Australian consumers this mob saved the barley board and the wheat board,’ and, at the same
trying to defend. They are foreign consumers. Why in thetime, these white ants in the national competition policy and
world would an Australian policy be trying to make our the Treasurer are destroying them. We are destroying it from
product cheaper to foreign buyers? | have yet to work ouinside. How absurd is that? That is absolute lunacy.
what the sense in that is. But, of course, as an economic The federal Treasurer is an accomplice in this lunacy. If
model it makes a lot of sense—so do a lot of things in theve were going to give away the barley board, surely we
abstract, until you try to deal with them in the real world. should have given it away for some trade concessions. But,



Thursday 25 March 2004 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 1665

no; according to the trade deal we have kept it, and now we/here they are, of course, backed in by government. So, that
are completely destroying it, filleting it and gutting it becauseis an issue we need to keep our minds open to.
of the incompetence and stupidity of the National Competi- | agree with what the member for Enfield said, and | have
tion Council and the lickspittles who follow what they say. said it before in this place—it is hands off our grain industry
Itis about time everyone in this parliament stuck up for Souttand, particularly in relation to this motion, the barley
Australia, for our farmers and for the sovereignty of thisindustry. | cannot believe that an industry such as the barley
parliament to make decisions about matters which arendustry cannot market its product in a certain way. As the
important to the peace, order and good governance of Southember for Enfield correctly said, in any grain forum in
Australia. Australia or South Australia they are very protective of their
Time expired. ability to single desk market barley and, of course, also
wheat, and to change that would be tantamount to political

Mr VENNING (Schubert): | support this motion, or the oblivion. | would never stand ip this house an_d_ advocate
basic principle of it. | congratulate the member for Enfield,that—! never have and never will—on any condition. And |
once again, for showing that there are members of the Lab&° Nnot care whether it is Liberal, Labor, Democrat or
Party who have more than a casual interest in what happeN§1atever; the principle is there, and | will stand by that. As
in the country areas of the state, particularly in the primanf country member of parliament, | would always say that. |
industry regions. | declare my interest immediately as £annot understand how we would want to consider that.

barley grower. My family is still involved in producing barley ! challenge the member for Enfield, because we will be
and I still have shares with the Australian Barley Board—considering the Barley Marketing Act again very shortly, and
because every barley grower does. | did not collude oft has been put around this house that the Western Australian

compare notes at all with the member for Enfield in relatiorf0de! is the way to go. The member needs to go and check
to this motion. People might have thought it was a trickythe Western Australian model for himself, because it is not
political thing to do, but | congratulate him on the work he the way to go. Every grain authority is using the Western
has done. This is the not the first time the member for Enfielf\ustralian model to get around the single desk. It is very
has raised an issue such as this. | commend him on the wofltlickly eroding the single desk. In fact, South Australia is the
he has done. His general knowledge is very good. What hgly state that has a true single desk. So, why choose the

says about the national competition policy and its introducYVestern Australian model? If you want to go that way, |
tion in 1995 by the then Labor prime minister Paul Keatingchallenge‘the memb_erfor Enfield and others to go into caucus
is courageous on his behalf— but it is a fact. and say, ‘No, we will stay the way we are. We are strong.

If vou alwavs deal with the facts. whether it is an ideaThe barley board in South Australia, as the member for
y ys dea ' .~“Enfield said, sets the price and the market trends, and
from your own political party or another party, you will

always be entitled to be called honourable. Too many of u rovides the quality control and quality assurance in our

; . . arley marketing. Our benchmarks are the highest in the
try to bend the facts, hide behind history or run away from th‘?/vorldyand we ha?/e a product which, of course, gommands a

ﬁgﬁ.bérioopgérﬁggigvizeghe(r)slgtilanfgeusoztr:gy S:I/Venrnrﬁgzts remium price, and that premium price becomes the bench-
PP 9 ' mark for everyone else.

this instance): | will give credit where credit is due, particu- Mr Rau: Do you agree with our being fined $3 million for
larly when the stakes are high, as they are now. | have alwa)%t doing i,'[,, y

said to my colleagues that, in the end, | am outcome-driven, Mr VENNI NG: I do not agree that we should be fined
not politically-driven. Ther_e_ls a difference. .SO many in th|s$3 million for not doing it, but the rules were created back
place play a game of politicking and maximum mayhem,then. It could have been more than $3 million, | believe, and

agéat?evgb)(ﬁ: like to call it. Inthe end, itis the outcomes thaﬁt is lucky thatin this_ instance it was $3 million. | agree Wi'gh
e ] ] N ] the member for Enfield that the state should not be penalised

I certainly agree that this national competition policy hasfor that. | think if this were pushed to the nth degree there
caused a lot of problems. It is great in theory and, in someyould be political overtones. | never supported the deregula-
instances, has been good, but that is not so when you considgii of the wheat market in the first place, domestic or
what has happened to the dairy industry. | had a visit fromnternational, and look what has happened. We are playing
people in the dairy industry on Monday morning. Three keyinto the hands of huge multinational companies. We are a
people came to me, and they are on the bones of thejery small player in the international field of grains, but we
have created a monopoly for some companies in the state. l}emjum price, and we market accordingly to protect the
my area, only one company is buying milk and they carprice and quality. Others can undermine us on price, and they
basically dictate their price, and it is only a fraction of whatgg|| degraded product—they shandy up the product with
we are paying. | think they are getting 27 cents a litre at thenferior grains—and, once that starts, you erode your base.
farm gate for their milk, and what are we paying foritina  go, | challenge the member for Enfield, when we deal with
packet in the supermarket? There really ought to be afhe Barley Marketing Act (and | think it is up shortly), to
investigation into that. It is a disgrace. South Australian dall’)ﬁght to continue exactly what we have had, and that is the
farmers are getting the second lowest price per litre of anWBB's capacity to single desk, and to hell with the Western
state in Australia. Australian model. There is no way in the world we want that.

But | come back to the nub of this debate and the nationdlet that be an example of things we do not do, because we
competition policy. It has its flaws, and parliaments (state anavill create a way for people to get around the system. There
federal alike) ought to understand that, because we do hawge always traders and dealers who want to do that, and they
critical industries and, if we are not careful, we will not havedo it and make big money doing it—at the expense of the
industries such as the dairy industry and we will be relyinggarmer, who usually does not have the capacity to follow the
on New Zealand and other countries for our dairy products—international market as the traders can.
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I will always try to legislate to maximise the pool returns  TheHon. M.J. Atkinson: You did well on radio this
for our growers, irrespective of which grain it is. We all know morning.
we do not get any government assistance, so why can the Mr WILLIAMS: Thank you. This is a philosophical
federal government, Labor or Liberal, come on side and saylebate. The difference with the barley marketing in
‘We are going to fine you’ for operating under the marketingAustralia—the same as with the wheat marketing—is that we
act that we have had for so many years? It has workebave two different systems: a domestic system and an export
extremely well, so why do we want to pull apart the thingssystem. The business that | run, apart from my work in this
that have worked very well for us in the past? As | say, | dgparliament, is a farm and | do grow a little bit of barley. But
not want the Western Australian model, because we knowmnost of the business undertaken on my farm is producing
who is pushing that. meat and, as a sideline to that operation, we produce some
| am disappointed that the Australian Barley Board and th&vool.
AusBulk talks broke down, because | think there could have Mr Venning interjecting:
been a collective advantage for us all. It is a business Mr WILLIAMS: | do not have any shares. The point |
transaction and we probably should not discuss those matteasn making is that with those products and the meat that |
in parliament, but there are some political overtones to thigrow—which is prime lamb—I aim to produce a product to
thing in relation to who is worth what, and I do not believe meet the export market. And there is no single desk for the
anybody—the barley board or anybody else—should use the@ixport of meat out of Australia. Australia is a huge meat
capacity to single desk sell as a value (call it goodwill orexporter and a huge exporter of a whole range of primary
whatever you like). | do not believe that any authority oughtproducts. The point | am making is that | would love to see
to use its powers, given under an act of parliament, in & single desk for meat and a single desk for wool. | do not
negotiation in this way. | will say no more than that, becauséhink it would work for wool, but | think it would work for
it has huge connotations, but | hope that they get back whole range of other products. So, | am a supporter of the
together, because | think we will all be better served by arsingle desk, and | would hate to see the South Australian
amalgamation. farmer lose the benefit of having the single desk to export his
Finally, | do not believe the national competition policy product to the world, because | think it would be at a cost to
is any good. It is a theory that should have been tried anthat farmer.
thrown out many years ago. | hope this will be the last time  In saying that | would love to see a single desk for other
we have to pay a national competition penalty and, if this putgroducts; in the meat industry | can either put the lamb that
our single desk at all under any threat, | think any governmeritproduce into an auction system where, traditionally, it has
that does that will have to pay the political penalty. | con-been sold by an open cry auction, or I can go around and get
gratulate the member for Enfield, and | support the motionprices on what we call an ‘over the hooks’ selling basis—
although | wonder why he has singled out the Treasuretyhich is generally my preferred option—where the meat-
because | might have targeted the federal primary industriegorks provide me with a price per kilo and | transport the
minister. livestock to their works for slaughter. They will be weighed
after slaughter and | will be paid on that basis. But | am
Mr HANNA (Mitchell): | support the motion of the always a price taker from whatever the meatworks | am
member for Enfield, which calls upon the federal Treasuredealing through or whatever the meat buyer in the auction
to support the barley single desk rather than penalising Soutlystem is going to give me. The point is that they are always
Australia through the withdrawal of national competitiontrying to give me the lowest price they can, and as a meat
payments. The member has clearly outlined the flaws of theroducer that is what | am getting and most primary produc-
national competition policy. It is serving to divorce govern-ers in Australia get that for most of their product.
ments from the proper regulation of industry and the econ- The wonderful thing about the single desk for barley is
omy. It is preventing governments from acting in the waythat the Australian Barley Board goes out into the world
they should act to protect consumers. market and has the capacity to deliver to the Australian barley
| am a supporter of the barley single desk. The principlegrower, or, in this case the South Australian barley grower,
underpinning it is the same principle which underpins tradghe highest possible price. It is a completely different
unions—that is, there are a number of disparate economiwarketing system.
interests, themselves insignificant in the market, which are As far as national competition policy goes, | support the
able to join together and, in that combination, have som@rinciples that underpin the national competition policy—
appropriate power and influence in the marketplace. In thigarticularly in the domestic market—because, again, from
case, that is for the benefit of barley producers and théime to time | am both a barley seller and a buyer and | find
Australian community. As the member for Schubert said, wét is much better for my business to be able to buy barley
are up against multinational corporations. They would lovedirectly from a grower. Not only is it convenient to both the
to dismantle our current barley marketing system purely fogrower and myself but I think it also saves both of us some
the profit of those overseas interests. So, we need to stagdst, because we do not have to go through the intermediary
against it. It is iniquitous that South Australia could bewho incurs costs in that sort of transaction. So, | certainly
penalised for retaining an institution which is of such benefitsupport the deregulation of barley marketing on the domestic
to the barley growers and the South Australian communitymarket but would support the retention of the single desk for
| am pleased to support the motion. the export market.
In speaking to this motion, the member for Enfield
Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): | am pleased that the canvassed some other issues with regard to competition
member has brought this motion to the house and | am algmolicy, and he talked about the sale of ETSA and the national
pleased to be able to support the sentiment expressed in thkectricity market that we now have. | may stand to be
motion, although I do not think it goes quite far enough, anccorrected, but | thought | heard him try to suggest that
the house will hear some more about that in a few minutesbecause of the privatisation of ETSA we are now a part of the
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national electricity market. He is shaking his head, so I will  TheHon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): | support the motion
accept that he did not say that, but that is what | thought wasioved by the member for Enfield, even though | think it
the link he was trying to make. | want to make clear to theneeds some clarification—and | understand that my colleague
house that South Australia had adopted the national electriciig currently working on that. From the outset, | declare my
market well before the previous government came to poweswn interest as a barley grower and as a person who has been
in 1993. Let us not get confused about where competitiomllocated shares in the Australian Barley Board. This
policy came from either: it came from Keating in the 1980sparticular motion clearly indicates that the academic view of
and Professor Hilmer. So, let’s not play politics with this—it national competition may be fine in theory, but it is absolute
started a long time ago. nonsense in practice. Those who have designed this concept
But just on the electricity market—and the member saidn Canberr_a and who live in academic isolation r(_eally nee_d
a few things about ETSA and electricity in South Australia—t©O get out into the real world, because we have in place in
let me make one point. | was reading a back issue of th&outh Australia (and we have had for a long time) a very
Adelaide Review just recently and that famous South good system of marketing barley. For the life of me, I cannot
Australian economist, John Spoehr, made a comment that vignderstand why, when something is working very well, you
sold ETSA too cheaply and that was one of the problems tha¥ould want to change it and interfere with it.
we had foisted on the South Australian people. | think the Who will be the end losers? It will be the people of South
member tried to suggest that we sold it too cheaply, becauskustralia—no-one else—because we have a system which
he said that it used to provide great revenue streams to thimps a lot of money into the pockets of barley growers who,
state. The reality is that his Minister for Energy has beerin turn, employ and spend money which benefits all South
claiming for a couple of years that one of the reasons that th&ustralians. It is a very simple concept. If you have a good
price is so high is because we sold it too dearly. Everproduct, which we have, why would you let someone else
yesterday he was suggesting that we worked against thteke the cream off it? Why would you be so foolish? | find
interconnectors from New South Wales to boost that pricethe effrontery and audacity to recommend to the federal
We cannot have it both ways: we cannot say we sold it todreasurer that you take $2.9 million to punish South Australia
cheaply because ETSA used to give great revenue streamsdeer the top. | have written a letter to the Deputy Prime
the state, and we cannot say that the reason that the priceNinister, whom | regard as a fair and reasonable person,
too high is because we sold it for too much. It is a nonsenseointing out to him the foolishness of this and that the people
The reality is that the state had no choice but to sell itmaking these recommendations really need to be found far
because it was in a dire financial situation and we weremore suitable employment. As yet, | have been unable to
literally, running out of electricity. come to any conclusion as to what that employment should
The member for Enfield might like to understand that, inbe, but I think it would be very limited, based on their past
the last two years of the previous government, interstattecommendations and track record.
generation capacity increased by something like 37 per cent, Mr Caica interjecting:
all paid for by the private sector. The state, owning ETSA,  TheHon, G.M. GUNN: | was being charitable towards
literally did not have the financial capacity to build thoseihem even though I do not feel charitable towards them
generators, and the lights would have been going out by NOWe qse, if we are not careful, they will start attacking the taxi
That is a point, | think, that the member overlooked. But ljnqstry and other industries. It is beyond comprehension that

will come back to competition policy. I am convinced that 4 instrumentality or government would want to stab itself
competition policy has delivered a lot to Australia. So, do not,, the foot. | do not believe that the parliament of South
just, with a swipe of the hand, say that competition policy isastrajia will agree to gut the barley board in South Aust-
all bad. In this instance | agree that it has caused a problem—zia At the end of the day, it is just iike the shopping hours
and | think that we have to work our way through that—butj, that | took extreme exception to Mr Samuel (and others)
competition policy has delivered a lot to Australia. telling South Australia and Western Australia that they should
One of the problems we have in Australia is that we haVQ;hange their shopping laws. Whether or not you agree, the
small markets which can be corrupted very easily. That ipeople of South Australia and Western Australia have
what competition policy is about: overseeing that corruptiondemocratically elected people and, if they are unhappy with
| have said before in this place that | think that in AUStl’a”athem, they get rid of them on the next occasion. They are the
we should have something like the anti-trust laws that occusnly ones who have the authority to make those decisions.
in America. Again, as a primary producer, | know that therewhether | agree with the decisions they make is another
are two major retail organisations in this country whichmatter.
virtually control the sale of all primary product between the
producer and the final consumer, and they are making lifg ,,
very tough. The member for Schubert talked about the dai%e
farmers; you talk to a dairy farmer about why he is getting theoecause, if you continue to go down this track, and if you

price per I|tr.e of milk that he is getting today. were to put it into practice, my constituents would not have

Mr Venning: Twenty-seven cents. any services. | am not a great deregulator. | reckon | am a

Mr WILLIAMS: Twenty-seven cents. And go down the fellow with fairly conservative views but, at the end of the
street today and try to buy a carton. So, | think we do need tday, politically you have to be realistic, and there are certain
regulate, and competition policy is one of those areas whergervices and arrangements in which the government needs to
regulation has been beneficial to Australia. However, in thibe involved for the general good. That means not going along
case, | agree with the member. | think we should be sayingiith someone’s absolute nonsense and having little Sir
to Canberra that we should not be paying $3 million for theHumphreys running around making life difficult for people
privilege of looking after the barley growers of South on aday-to-day basis. We have achieved great success in that
Australia. area, but we need a health service.

What may have had some semblance of commonsense
en it was done has got completely out of control. | think
should retire these people quickly and stop the nonsense
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I am one of those who believe—and | do not think South Australian population are realised through that single
national competition would like this—that if we are rightly desk. It does not make sense to me that we as a nation would
to subsidise a metropolitan transport system (which, to mye contemplating dismantling something that accrues such
knowledge, every major city in the world does), then there idbenefit.
nothing wrong with supporting certain airlines to provide  Why would we even contemplate knocking it off? | agree
services to rural and regional areas. If that means we have with the member for Stuart that, if we were to knock it off,
have a system to curtail competition so that it is economicallyt would be because it was being replaced by something that
viable, | find nothing wrong with that whatsoever; | think it is far better than that which currently exists. Nothing that |
would be a sensible arrangement. Also in relation to theshave seen today—other than rhetoric and the zealotry that
matters, | have to say that, when | attended a meeting in thgoes along with that of ‘let's deregulate at all costs and open
Balcony Room at Parliament House with, | understand, @ompetition'—suggests that what it is going to be replaced
gentleman from the university who had conducted some sowtith is any better. | have taken all this on board. | listened
of assessment of the Australian Barley Board as it operate=arefully to the comments of the member for MacKillop. He
in South Australia, of all the meetings that | have attended inwvants the single desk to continue, but of course he wants part
this building since | have been a member of parliament, bf the action. | think people want to have the single desk
thought that was the least productive | had ever attended.dismantled because they see the profits and benefits that will
had never listened to someone talk such hogwash aretcrue to them outside the single desk organisation and feel
nonsense, particularly someone who had been paid by thkat it is impinging upon their ability to do better. People
taxpayers to make an objective assessment. want the single desk to be dismantled for one of two reasons:

This motion is right. It is proper for the parliament to first, zealotry; and, secondly, they want part of the very good
suggest a point of view. It is proper for the government toaction. They know that the Barley Board (through its single
vigorously defend the single desk for barley. It is quite propedesk) is delivering fantastic outcomes for not just the barley
for the government to suggest to the commonwealth Treasugrowers but the people of South Australia. So, | understand
er that it should not be penalised by losing national competitheir interest—| should say their self-interest—in the
tion payments. | understand other states are involved. | wouldismantling of the barley single desk. | am a simple bloke
actually think that these sorts of decisions will shorten thérom the suburbs—
reign of the national competition authority, because you TheHon. G.M. Gunn: Just like me.
would really have to be hard pressed to find a sillier decision Mr CAICA: Yes. It does not make sense to me, there is
than this one. In concluding my remarks, | think this houseno rhyme nor reason for dismantling what is benefiting the
should note that the marketing arrangement for barley in thipeople of South Australia—hence the people of Australia—
state has been in the interest of the barley growers; it hatrough the arrangement that is in place. The Americans of
benefited the people of South Australia. It is a good systentourse would love it.

There is nothing wrong with looking at it but, at the end of ~ Mr Rau interjecting:
the day, do not get rid of it; do not curtail it unless you have Mr CAICA: Yes, they subsidise their farmers. We will
something much better to put in its place. soon have a debate about the free trade agreement, but it is

At this stage, in my view, that has not taken place and, imot free trade and it will not be free trade; it is about certain
the short term, | do not believe there is anything availablecountries, including the most powerful nation in the world,
That being the case, we should allow those people to continugntinuing to look after their own specific interests to the
to operate effectively and efficiently. | think there was greatdetriment of the people of South Australia. They will be
merit in the decision to amalgamate the barley board with thgushing. | am not going to jump on Mark Latham’s band-
Grain Handling Authority; however, that has gone by thewagon and call John Howard the things that he might have
wayside. | think there was great merit in that becausebeen called in the past, but he is bending over backwards to
basically, they were both strong South Australian institutionsassist those people who want to advance their self-interest.
I would hate to see the management and headquarters of any Mr Venning interjecting:
organisation shift out of South Australia. | do not want that Mr CAICA: Yes. Getting back to the member for
to happen. Too many board rooms have left South AustralidVlacKillop, I want to pull him up on one point. He suggested
| want to see them here so that South Australians are involvetiat the member for Enfield was playing politics. If he had
in making those decisions. | commend the member, and aftdéistened to the member for Enfield he would have heard from
we have moved an amendment, the motion will be evetthe outset that he explained quite admirably the role that the
better. Labor Party played in relation to the implementation of the

national competition policy. Like he, | accept responsibility

Mr CAICA (Colton): My contribution will be brief.  for that as much as | can by virtue of the position in which |
From the outset, | wish to congratulate the member fostand here today. | note that the member for MacKillop is
Enfield on bringing to the house’s attention this verysensitive about the ETSA arrangements. | find strange the
important matter, and he has done so consistently over tHmkage between the single desk and the ETSA debacle, but
last 12 months or even longer. He is a member who is verydo acknowledge—
passionate in his views about the national competition policy, Mr Wi liamsinterjecting:
and | support those views; and, in particular, | support his Mr CAICA: No, that’s not true. | think the member for
views regarding the barley board’s single desk. Politics is MacKillop started it. What | do acknowledge is the fact that
very funny game which results in strange bed fellows, and you are taking responsibility for the excessive electricity
did not realise when | came here that | would sit opposite th@rices that we have today because of the sale of ETSA. |
member for Stuart and ‘Hear, hear’ nearly everything he saicacknowledge that is what the member was saying in a
I am not necessarily about supporting the barley barons whmundabout way.
do very well out of the single desk. What | do support, of  Getting back to the subject at hand, for the life of me, | do
course, is the fact that the benefits that accrue to the broadeot understand why this debate is even occurring. It is all
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right to have this debate, but let's have it for sound reasons. | want to comment on a couple of things that | just said.
Why do we want to get rid of the barley single desk? Therd refer, first, to the quality of the barley. It is recognised
does not seem to be a reason other than self-interest worldwide that the single desk system has helped to over-
zealotry. What we should be about as the parliament of Souttome many quality problems that other countries have faced,
Australia is having a proper crack at those bureaucrats imcluding the United States of America. There have been
Canberra who are fining us for doing what we believe is insome fairly upset customers over the years who have not got
the best interests of the people of South Australia. We werehat they thought they had bought, whereas in the case of
elected to do exactly that, and if we do not we are derelict irAustralia | believe criticism of quality has rarely occurred
our responsibilities. | have nothing more to say other than tand, if it has, there has been some unfortunate mix-up. So, we
reinforce the point. | congratulate the efforts of the membehave the best quality for overseas customers, and surely we
for Enfield. Politics does make for strange bedfellows. | amwant to retain that at all costs. The motion, together with the
happy to be part of a parliament that will get behind the statamendment, makes that very clear.

and support this motion to retain the barley single desk inits  Another thing | would like to highlight briefly is whether

current form. the single desk works. Numerous studies have analysed the
affect of a single desk. In fact, those studies include the
Mr MEIER (Goyder): | move: Meyers Strategy Group of 1996, the CIA study of 1997, the
To amend the motion as follows: MacAulay study of 1998 and the Econtech of studies of 2000

After ‘payments’ insert ‘and calls on the state Labor governmeniand 2003, and they all found positive benefits to retaining the
not to abolish the single desk and to become far more proactive igjngle desk system. In fact, the Econtech 2003 analysis
%rgumgI the case for its retention to the National Compem'onconfirmed that ABB barley single desk provides $10 million

ouncll. . ) . .
hi d b . ised little th of average annual national grower benefit. It is an $8 mil-
| move this amendment because it surprised me a little that,, het penefit to South Australia, or the equivalent of $1 230

the member for Enfield moved this motion in the firstyer grower. | now recall what | was trying to get to before,
instance, because if my memory serves me correctly in abolf, § “that was the economic benefits for South Australia’s
the middle of last year there were strong suggestions that thg . .ors and in turn. therefore. South Australians.

state Labor government was going to weaken the_ single de_s " | know what the honourable member was saying about
In fact, the suggestions were so strong that a major campaign,,iqies in overseas countries. Rest assured that it has been
was organised by, in the main, growers through, certainly, th%entioned over the 20-odd years that | have been in
Stock Journal and my own local papers, who expressed graV(f:;arliament, particularly in the bad times, when people have

corllcertns]; ds that back on 3 Julv last th asked, ‘What about some subsidies?’ My answer is always
note from my records that back on s July 'ast year tN§q ., clear and so is everyone else’s: unfortunately, Australia

Liberal Party putouta strong press release entitled "Liberal 5 104 small a country to be able to contemplate subsidies
reject Rann government's move to weaken single desk’. Why, o rowers. We just could not afford it. America is big
the member for Enfield should decide to move this motion, nough to do it and, boy, how they do it! Europe likewise is

am not quite sure. Maybe his party is starting to weaken agaiﬁ'ig enough to do it, and they certainly do it.

and he wants to strengthen it. If that is the case, | say: we Do we want to go down that track, of saying we might
] - 1
done, honourable member! Whatever the case, my amenH ve to bring in subsidies to keep our farmers viable? No.

ment will make sure that the state government also does hey are probably the world's most efficient farmers,

in its power to continue to retain the single desk. | speak hergu rently. | would hate to see that change. The barley single

as a member who represents what is regarded as the larg : Co .
and certainly the best barley growing area in South Australia(iaj ek is assisting them to provide the guaranteed returns and

I do not think | will get too much of an argument on that, o provide the essential ingredients for high quality barley. |

compared with arane arowers. | used to hear lots of ar could certainly go through some of the comments that have
P grape g : Y%een made by some of my constituents and others. In fact, |
ments that they represent—

Mr Williams interjecting: will refer to the comments reported in tock Journal last

. . . ear by one of my constituents, namely, Port Clinton cropper,
Mr MEIER: Do you actually still grow it in the Millicent 4 y Y Y PP

. . Michael Correll. At the time he questioned why the barely
area? Some people would appreciate that Minlaton when g6 desk needed to be changed. He indicated that it is a
was a council used to have as its caption—

TS ; , system that has served the state well. InStoek Journal of

Mr Venning: ‘Minlaton, th(_a barley capital of the World_. 10 July 2003, he states:

Mr MEIER: Thank you. Itis wonderful to see the quality . . .

| am opposed to any changes to the single desk, as licensing to

of barley and the way barley has progressed over the yeaLs, sther trader will be costly to the South Australian barley
and what it has done for the South Australian economy—andndustry . . It (single desk) has been very good. At the end of the day
can | say, the Australian economy. It will not hurt to identify you get a pretty good dollar for your barley—that's been proven over
a few key factors again. First,what is the single desk? Somge years.
metropolitan members often ask that question. | will put it ag reckon that sums it up in a good, down to earth way. |
simply as | can. The single desk export allows ABB Grainwould hope that we do all we can to retain a single desk and,
Export Limited to be the sole exporter of bulk barley certainly, whilst the member for Enfield has commenced, |
produced in South Australia. The function is to increase théelieve the amendment that | have moved makes sure that it
size of offering to the world market, to promote marketis a totally combined state and federal determination that we
development, to facilitate management of quality, and tchave to provide the best deal for our farmers and the best
prevent competition from firms offering essentially the sameqyuality barley for our markets.
barley. The ultimate purpose of the export single desk is to
maximise returns to growers from export sales. It is a TheHon. M.R. BUCKBY (Light): I rise in support of
fundamental issue. It is grower focused,; it is not about tradinghis motion and also in support of the amendment put forward
margins. The single desk is not about company profit. by the member for Goyder. The single barley desk is
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extremely important for South Australian farmers. In theSingapore and, more relevantly, the sinking of thaer
meeting that we had with Professor David Round, regardin@rooke. Each year | learn something more of the circum-
his submission to the ACCC, | was very disappointed in histances surrounding the 65 Australian nurses who were on
not recognising areas he could not put a value on and ndioard the vessel, a small steamer which was formerly owned
highlighting that in his report to the ACCC. He put values onby the Rajah of Sarawak but which on that particular day was
things that he could attribute various advantages and disaélying the white ensign.
vantages of the single desk to the ACCC, but there were The party was the last to leave Singapore, and on board
many areas in terms of, in particular, the barley board beingrere matrons Paschke and Drummond. As | guess we all
the purchaser of last resort, for instance, and the benefit tanderstand, matrons have fairly indomitable spirits, and the
South Australian farmers of that knowledge and that abilitybravery that they displayed later on in the circumstances they
to know that they will have a price that is set by a pool andaced went some way to show the sort of spirit of matrons
a buyer. Therefore, Professor Round did not put a value odisplay with respect to their work and the protection of those
their product, regardless of whether it is a drought or a booraround them. The remainder of the passengers that night were
season. | recognise that it is hard to put a value on that as amainly mothers and young children, and the vessel was
economist, but | was disappointed that he did not evewvercrowded as it sailed off in the evening of Thursday
mention that fact in his submission to the ACCC. 12 February under cover of darkness. It soon became
There are other areas there, too, that were not mentionegparated from the other evacuation vessels, and on the
by Professor Round, and | will try to recall them as | amafternoon of Saturday 14 February the ship was struck by
talking. The fact that South Australia produces some of thdapanese bombs and chaos quickly ensued. Matron Drum-
highest quality barley anywhere in Australia is a good reasomond and 21 nurses and a number of civilians reached land.
for us to have that comparative advantage in the market pladéhe civilians who were able then decided to try to reach
and for this to be a place where we sell through a single deskuntok while the nurses remained behind to tend the injured.
It gives farmers greater power in getting a higher price foiSoon a party of Japanese came upon them and marched them
their product than if it is split between a number of tradersout to sea, where they were mown down by machine-gun fire
selling on the open market. | will give an example of thefrom behind.
esteem in which the quality of South Australian malting One of those nurses was our own South Australian heroine
barley is held, as acknowledged by maltsters. Back in 199¥ivian Bullwinkel. Although wounded, she managed to
| went on a trip with my family to Scotland and called into survive by floating motionless face-down, as | understand it
the Glenfiddich distillery. from an article by Brigadier J.H. Thyer, Chief Staff Officer
Mr Caica: As you would. of the 8th division, in which the nurses served. One can only
TheHon. M.R. BUCKBY: As | would. Absolutely. Itis ~ imagine what emotions she had to control to survive. After

an excellent malt whisky and one of my favourites, and theré further week of incredible hardship, she eventually joined
are plenty around there. While we were going on a tour of thélP With a group in Muntok, where she hid her wound with a
distillery I happened to be talking to the chief maltster and water bottle slung from her frock. That wound would, of
asked him, ‘From where do you source your barley?’ He saiccourse, have betrayed the fact that shq had been involved in
‘South Australia.’ | said that there was a very good chancéhe massacre and was the sole survivor. She went on to
that | might have grown some of that. He said, ‘That is thesurvive a further 3%z years in internment. When | see her
highest quality malting barley that we can find anywhergPortrait in the Officers’ Mess at Keswick | marvel at her and
around the world.” The fact is, we need to keep that advanber abilities and hope that, if there was ever the need, | too
tage for the farmers in this state. If we do not, we are doingould display some of the qualities and characteristics that
a great disservice to our farmers in terms of the comparativéhe showed. )
advantage the quality of their barley enjoys. At our ceremony thIS. year Dr Donald_ Beard spoke

| support the amendment that is put forward here by th&loquently of the events. Himself a revered figure because of
member for Goyder, and | encourage the government to bl medical service to our forces, Dr Beard is an icon and
very pro-active in its representations to the ACCC and th&epresents the finest traditions in both medicine and service
federal government. | can assure the government thdP others. He also has been very closely involved with the
members on this side of the house will also be onto oupModbury Public Hospital since its founding, and I recognise
federal counterparts in pressing on them the need to maintalHs extraordinary service. Supported by his wife and family
and the advantages of the single barley desk for SoutfVer many years, Dr Beard served with the Royal Australian
Australian farmers. | will close on that, but will say that | Régiment and, through my association with Moose Dunlop

commend this motion and also the amendment moved by trd Jock Clarkson, I have come to know some of the men and
member for Goyder. their stories. | am proud to say that | was the recipient of an

honorary membership of the regiment last year along with

MrsGERAGHTY secured the adjournment of the debate Catherine Lambert and Niki Horsnell. These two women
have been recognised because they sing beautifully at

AUSTRALIAN WOMEN'SMEMORIAL PLAYING services for both Kapyong Day and Long Tan Day as well as

FIELD TRUST at veterans’ family days on many occasions. In the presence
of the Governor, Marjorie Jackson-Nelson, wreaths were laid
MsBEDFORD (Florey): | move: by women who had served in these dark days and representa-

That this house recognises the continuing role of the Soutiives of all services. )
Australian Women's Memorial Playing Field Trustin the commemo- ~ The ceremony takes place because of the commitment of
ration o_f Bangka Day and commends the Trust for its service to an¢ghe South Australian Women'’s Memorial Playing Field Trust
promotion of women's sport. Incorporated. Over the years, the trust and various commit-
Each year it is a privilege to be present at the ceremontees of the trust have made possible not only the event we see
remembering the bravery of those involved in the fall oftoday but also the fine recreational facilities, which are the
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site for both the memorial and the ceremony. This year'siext year on the work they have done this year. | also
62nd anniversary saw many improvements to the groundgncourage as many members as possible (who all have
gardens, pathways and pavilions through, in part, help fromvomen in their electorates) to support women'’s sport—sports
the Department of Recreation and Sport. Due to of thevhich are not as popular in the media, perhaps, such as
commitment of members and volunteers, we see thesgicket and soccer—netball being one such sport, which of
improvements each year. In her address the current Presideoburse is continuing to struggle to maintain sponsorship in
Denise Chapman, congratulated Colonel Edith Eadie, whthis state. Another sport is callisthenics, of which | am patron.
represented the Australian Nurses Service at the unveiling dthere are hundreds of girls involved in that sport who are
the Australian War Memorial in London in November 2003.looking for ways in which to compete interstate and overseas.
She also congratulated Colonel Annette Summers AO whburge all members to get behind women'’s sport in this state
was recognised in this year's Australia Day honours list. by, at the very least, joining the memorial playing field trust.
Women'’s soccer will now also avail itself of the use of the
Gordon Brown Oval and will become involved in the trust's ~ Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): | rise to support the
activities. Denise is looking forward to discovering Southmotion, and | commend the member for putting it to the
Australia’s Beckham, | believe, so we will be looking for house. As an ex-serviceman, | note the member’s commit-
women to come forward in soccer, which already has a finenent to ex-servicemen’s issues and particularly to the role of
tradition here in South Australia. Denise made an impaswomen in the services. | often run into the member while out
sioned plea for some new members to come forward tand about at various functions related to ex-servicemen’s and
continue the trust's work so that the founding sports council'seturned servicemen’s matters. | know that she is a very hard
ideals could be maintained. | urge any company, firm, clulworker and very genuine in everything she does in that
or association which is in a position to do so and which wantgegard.
to help promote participat.ion in women'’s sport to answer this  The South Australian Women’s Memorial Playing Field
call. Women's sport receives very little funding. It needs tory,st puts in an outstanding effort. I think | have attended its
be recognised that women have participated in many sportinth mmemoration of Bangka Day every year since becoming
endeavours in Australia, often winning the gold medal first; jemper—i might have missed one. It is a fine celebration.
There s always a need to raise funds in every communiths mempers might be aware, it commemorates the slaughter
group these days, and anyone can help by joining the Trusts aystralian nurses by the Japanese at Bangka Island in
Denise has supported the trust for many years. She attendggonesia during Second World War. Having escaped from
her first ceremony in 1958, and she remembered that it wasingapore under the most terrible of circumstances, their ship
a simple 20-minute ceremony. The ceremony we Now havas hombed and many were killed and died. Others survived,
has grown to include people from all walks of life. I had the o1y 19 Jand on the beach and be rounded up by the Japanese,
pleasure of speaking to Mrs Jean Lawrie (who worked with)ayoneted and subsequently slaughtered. In fact, the women

May Mills, who, of course, helped to set up the trust andyere marched out into the water and machine-gunned by the
fought for the sporting memorial fields that we see today)japanese. There was only one survivor—I think Nurse
After the war Jean served in the Women'’s Royal Australiarg,;winkel—who survived to tell the story. She linked up

Army Corps. We also ran into Gerry Harrison, who has beeiyith 5 wounded soldier and ultimately found her way to a

kind enough to speak to me on many such occasions and Whgisoner of war camp.

represents the Korea and South-East Asia Forces Association It is a verv tragic storv. and it sianals the areat sacrifice

in South Australia and Ron Coxon, who is part of Viethnam nd commitr):"len?made% Womang not onl gin the Second

Veterans Association and is always a familiar face at the . Y . onty I X
orld War but also in other conflicts, including the First

ceremonies. . .
Moose Dunlop and The Royal Australian Regiment, ofWorld War and Vietnam, and today in Iraq, Timor and
k%Isewhere, where women are performing to the highest of

course, support the event and have a tradition of laying boo . . : L9
at services as a tribute. These books eventually find their wi pectations and serving their country with distinction. ! had
) e great honour to command a number of women whilst an

to the Women'’s and Children’s Hospital. | am pleased to sa: fficer in the A d | miaht iust i
that the Women’s Memorial Playing Field Trust also has icerin the _rmy,. an. might just recount—
adopted this tradition and continues to award the May Mills Ms Bedford interjecting:
grant to the South Australian Women'’s Cricket Association Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: Admittedly | commanded
on an annual basis. The Scorpions and the cricket associatiomen and women, but there were times | felt commanded, let
members benefit from the grant each year and womenisie say! | might recount one story to the house that | often
cricket in this state has flourished in no small way becausguote. | was always a great proponent of women in the
of this support. defence forces. | think they do an outstanding job. In fact,
Denise has advised me that she has two new members fathen | was a cadet at Duntroon—I think | was about 19—
the trust. One is Robin Grainger, who teaches at Westminsterrote an article on the role of women in the Army and had
school. The school received funding from the trust under thé published in the Army journal. Members may not know that
Peg Verco scholarship scheme to establish and encourag@men were very successful. During World War I, the
younger players and also individuals of non-traditional sportsAmericans did a trial. They took a group of women and they
Robin is the daughter of former secretary Glennis Oliver, andaised an anti-aircraft regiment in the United States. They
took two netball teams to England in 1999. The other newound that the women were so good as anti-aircraft gunners
member is Mark O’Shaughnessy, who has regularly attendetiat they finished up raising two divisions of women to run
services. He supports the memorial idea and, in particulathese anti-aircraft guns in defence of homeland America.
community sport, without which there would be no basis forThey were vastly superior to the men, and they put this down
interstate and international competition for many sports. to a number of reasons—which | will not go into now but,
I commend Denise and her committee for continuing theneedless to say, the women outperformed the men at every
fine tradition and | look forward to reporting to the houseturn.
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The story | want to recount is one particular incidentinterest in these issues and, in fact, we ran guerilla warfare
where | was commanding operations at training commandraining and a range of other specialist training. At one stage
the command that runs all the Army schools. | had foul got Nancy—I think she was living in Queensland or
captains working for me. | think |1 was a major at the time.northern New South Wales at the time—to speak to some of
One of the captains was female and three of the captains weney people about some of her experiences. They were quite
male. At the end of the year there was a changeover of staffmazing experiences and very relevant to the operations
and the senior captain (who was male) was promoted angahich we were training for and conducting at the time—and
moved on. | then had to choose the senior captain to run theill conduct. It is quite an amazing thing to find yourself
team. By far the best candidate was the woman; by far theehind enemy lines, speaking another language, facing death
most capable, dedicated and committed captain was a womasvery day and having to sink into the population. What she
So, | promoted the woman, whereupon | had each of the threechieved and the traumas she went through—for example,
males come to see me and ask what they had done wronglolsing her husband and many of her friends—were quite
said, ‘Well, you have done nothing wrong. It is very simple, extraordinary. Nancy was there with other members of SOE
really. Captain Fletcher is the best person for the job so shas a brave Australian fighting for her country. She is someone
has gotit.’ It was an interesting lesson how men, even todapf whom we should be very proud. Of course, there were
do not quite get it. If the woman is the best person for the jofemale nurses, female administrators and female fighters.
there is a very good reason why she has the promotion. Sonvéomen in war in the Army, Navy and Air Force have
men have not yet got it in their scone that they are not, bylistinguished themselves throughout the history of this
nature of their birth or sexuality, imbued with gifts that country.
automatically make them superior to the other sex. The When | go to Bangka Day I think not only of the women
sooner they get the point the better. who served but also of the women who suffered after war. |

My experience as a soldier was that, wherever womethink particularly of the wives, mothers, daughters and
were serving in a unit, the standard of behaviour, conduct angirlfriends who had to deal with the returned servicemen of
the general running of that unit were improved. Quite oftenWorld War |, for example, when the study of psychology was
women were a pack of surprises. | remember when | wasirtually unknown; when the concept of post traumatic stress
company commander of the commando company, a specialas fairly new; and when the amount of debriefing that
forces unit, a female lance corporal worked in the intelligenceccurred after World War | after men had spent four or five
section. The practice at the time was that women could notears in the trenches and went through all sorts horrors was
become beret qualified commandos; they could not geninimal. Many of these men came back and off-loaded these
through the selection. It was a vicious war role and wometissues to their wives, mothers and children. This is a part of
were excluded from it. This particular lance corporal wasthe Australian story that | think is yet to be told. It is too late
very keen to be part of it, so | let her participate in a lot of thenow, but it would have been fantastic to interview and talk
activities. | found she kept doing things, such as running upo many of these young women. They would have been in
in the front 10 per cent of the group, jumping over ditchestheir 20s at that time and they had to deal with these issues.
and hurling herself over obstacle courses as well as anyon@/e recognise the servicemen. They march on Anzac Day, yet
Although she could not go on to become a special forceanrecognised went the wives, mothers, daughters and
soldier, she asked me whether she could attend a parachufigildren who had to deal with those family issues upon the
course. | said, ‘All right; | will send you off on a parachute return of their father or husband from such conflict.
course, because | know you will do very well! Bangka Day celebration is about all that. It is about

It was not common for women to attend the parachutevomen in war in general. It is about not only the ones who
course. The first thing that happened was that the commangerved—mighty job though they performed—but also the
ing officer of the parachute school rang me and said, ‘Martinmore complete picture of how significant the role of women
what are you doing? You are wasting a position that belongis in conflict and how much we should recognise and uphold
to a male; take this female off the course.’ | said, ‘Look, itisthat contribution. | had the pleasure at one stage of helping
my decision who | send and | am sending this particular lanc®enise Bradley with an application for gates to the memorial
corporal and I think she will do well.” He said, ‘Well, we’ll as part of the centenary federation funding venture. Unfortu-
see about that, and hung up the phone. | am delighted to teflately, that proposition did not get up but, as has the honour-
the house that about three weeks later | got a very recalcitraable member who has moved the motion, | have offered and
call from the commanding officer of the parachute coursewill continue to offer my services and the services of my
who informed me that she had not only passed the course bgffice to them on a number of occasions. The organisation
also topped the course—much to the chagrin of most of thand all it represents enjoys and always will enjoy bipartisan
men—and he was sending her back. He was full of apologiesupport. | think this is an outstanding motion about which we
and he said, ‘Well, I've learnt something from this and soshould feel good, and it should pass with comfort and with
have half my staff. | make the point that people need not bgjood consideration.
too quick to judge. Certainly, | have come to the view that,
while some aspects of soldiering might not be pleasant, the Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): | want to briefly contri-
right sort of woman can do just about anything she wants anldute to this debate, and | wish to do so simply because of
hold it up pretty well with the blokes, even in Army special something which occurred in my electorate only a few weeks
forces. So, gentlemen, watch out! ago and which, | think, goes to the heart of what this motion

In relation to the motion, | can think of numerous is about. Ren De Garis, who is a lifelong resident of Millicent
examples of women of whom Australia should be proud. lin my electorate and who also was a long-serving member of
think of not only Vivian Bullwinkel but also Nancy Wake. the upper house of this parliament, has in his retirement—and
Members might be aware of Nancy'’s history. She fought withreven before that but particularly in his retirement—been a
the Resistance during World War Il as part of the specialery active member of the local RSL branch. A number of
operations executive. It was my job in the Army to take anyears ago he put a proposal to the Millicent RSL branch that
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| suppose grew out of his long-held belief that the work ands an interesting person is an understatement. What an
the services given to the country by women serving inncredible women she is—and we will never know the half
theatres of war were largely unrecognised by the Australianf what she did during the war. | was grateful that she was
community. He wanted to do something about that andecognised just last week after all these years; a person who
correct what he clearly thought was an oversight by commutook on the Nazis and the Gestapo, and who still lives to tell
nities right across this nation, who regularly recognise thehe tale. What she did in those times is absolutely fantastic,
contributions made by men to the defence of our nation andnd it is wonderful that she has now been recognised. She
our culture. You can barely go into a community anywherewas there for the opening of this wonderful garden.

in Australia and not find some sort of war memorial but, by | also want to mention Olive Weston,who is still alive and
and large, they are all dedicated to the menfolk. So Rewell and very active. Olive was the personal secretary to
De Garis put a proposal to the local RSL branch and to theiGeneral Douglas MacArthur—how is that for status! She had
credit they embraced his idea and, over a period of time, pu lot to do: she was the driving force behind the renovation
together a project and have had created a bust of Vivian Bulbf this wonderful memorial garden in Kapunda. | invite all
winkel. members to come and have look at this, and | am happy to

We were fortunate enough in Millicent to have a visit from arrange a visit. When it started out, | have to admit that |
the state’s Governor, Her Excellency Marjorie Jacksonthought it was a pipe dream, because the garden was there but
Nelson, a couple of weeks ago and the opportunity was takehwas small and dilapidated. The grand plan was brought to
to have the Governor unveil the bust. That bust will, | think,my office by Olive and the late Chas Smyth and a few others,
become an icon in that town and will be a centrepiece of thand | thought, ‘Oh yes, this is a good idea.’ But, thanks to
recognition of the great service that women have made ithem, private donors, a small government grant and the
many wars that this country has been involved in. And it will, council, in particular, we now have a magnificent memorial.
hopefully, correct our oversight in failing to recognise theMy role is to make sure that the flag is always flying—when
service of many Australians to this country through theirit gets tatty | put another one up—although I note that during
involvement in the armed services. | wanted to bring that tahe cabinet it was not there. | felt a bit embarrassed and we
the attention of the house. | would also like to mention Sidwent and got one, but | was a bit derelict in my duty.

Pelling, the president of the local RSL branch. To their credit, We will keep the flag flying in this garden, because in the
Sid and the other members of the branch at Millicentpast our women have not been duly recognised for what they
embraced this idea. | understand it took quite a sum of moneyid in times of war—not just on the battle front but on the
to produce the cast bronze bust and | sincerely hope—and liome front as well—and it is great that in this instance we
fact | am sure—it will be fondly revered in Millicent from have women such as the late Sister Vivian Bullwinkel, Olive
now on. Having said that, | will certainly support the motion. Weston and Nancy Wake, the White Mouse, all associated
| think it is important that we give due recognition, not just with this wonderful memorial garden in Kapunda. This is
to the menfolk of our past, but also to those very braveunique in Australia. People are now coming from all over
women. Australia and overseas to sit and contemplate in this garden,
and look at the names, the wonderful plaques and the bust of

Mr VENNING (Schubert): I rise to support this motion. - Vivian Bullwinkel, as well as the wall and the flag. You can
I am honoured to represent the community of Kapunda, anget quite emotional in moments like this. It is a marvellous
I hope the mover of the motion is aware of the wonderfuliribute to those who sought to put it there and, of course, to
memorial garden that we have in Kapunda. those whom it memorialises.

Ms Bedford: | know all about it. It is my home town. | want to again congratulate Olive Weston. | will send her

Mr VENNING: That is right. It is a memorial to the a copy of this debate, because she is still very much with it
women who served in our wars. | drove past it last weekendnd is a very strong personality. | had a few tongue-lashings
and | have to say that it is an absolute picture—beautiful. Ofrom her during the process when things were not progressing
course, country cabinet was there last week and manyuite quickly enough or the money was not forthcoming.
members commented on what a wonderful garden it was. Dlive was certainly the driving force behind this, and | wish
was opened three or four years ago and has been kepér good health. I also wish Nancy Wake all the best and send
beautifully by the Kapunda community and by one person irher our regards—I understand her health is not the best at the
particular whose name escapes me at the moment. He is paitbment. | will try to get a copy of these speeches to her as
only a small retainer to do it, but it is just brilliant. well.

A number of very famous women are associated with this | congratulate the member for moving this motion. | am
memorial, particularly the late Sister Vivian Bullwinkel. We certainly aware of the playing fields, as my daughter plays on
unveiled a plaque in the main street and Sister Bullwinkethem. Again, it is marvellous to be remembered in this way.
was to open that—I think it was five or six years ago—but,we should never forget those who went before us, and this
sadly, she died three days before that. We then decided to @euntry is what it is today because of those people who gave
one better and have these gardens, and we now have the btisir all so long ago.
of Sister Vivian Bullwinkel in this garden. Sister Vivian
Bullwinkel was a Kapunda identity, and lived there for many MsBEDFORD (Florey): | thank members for their
years of her life, although | am not sure whether she was borcontributions. It is indeed a terrific story and reminds us of
there. She certainly was larger than life, and was a wellall the things that are good and important about women'’s
known identity in Kapunda, which she called home right upparticipation in life at every level. | especially thank the
until her death. member for Waite for his remarks and concur with everything

Other very well-known identities associated with thishe said about the women who stayed behind and how they
memorial include none other than Nancy Wake, the Whitédad to look after the men and the women who came back
Mouse. She was there for the opening of the memoriafrom wars. There are oral histories in this state and we should
garden, and | had a couple of days with her. To say that sheok into whether some oral histories have been taken of the
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surviving South Australian women and whether in fact themedium sized arts organisations and companies are the
War Memorial has already been involved in that throughpowerhouse of the arts sector. This is what makes South
Canberra. Australia a great place for the arts. They commission much
Another thing | wanted to let all members know is thatof the new work in South Australia and provide career
Vivian Bullwinkel’'s married name was ‘Latham’. In light of pathways for South Australian artists every year. Currently,
the fact that the member for Waite brings to the attention ofnany of these organisations are having to consider cutting
the house the fact that funding was sought federally and wprograms which commission new work because of a lack of
were not successful at that time, | will undertake to put theavailable program funds. They are not my words: they are the
federal Leader of the Opposition (should it so happen thatords of the Arts Industry Council, the independent body
fortune puts him in the position to look after this grant) onrepresenting the arts industry. It is they who are saying this,
notice today that we will be seeking that funding. | will be not me.
happy to donate two Florey roses for the garden that we The AIC believes it is vital to redress the imbalance as
establish around those gates. | thank the house for its suppasbon as possible so that there can be an increase in work

Motion carried. opportunities for talented South Australian artists. The AIC
claims that an increase in spending in the area of arts will
ARTSINDUSTRY COUNCIL reap substantial benefits for the sector including, first, more
. work opportunities for individual practitioners, thus increas-
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): | move: ing their financial viability and capacity to continue profes-
That this house— sional practice; secondly, an increase in professional develop-

@) calls onthe Premier a Miistr for the At o o350 19 et pportuitesfo oL most talentecl artsts to reach the
Incorporated during the 2004 Adelaide Fringe for the potential and remain I|V|_ng in South Austra!|a; thirdly, a
allocation of an extra $2 million towards the commissioning greater amount of diversity of local work available to local
and development of new work by South Australian artists; audiences all through the year; fourthly, assistance for the

(b) notes the council's concern that arts industry develc’pme’c‘j;‘_)rogramming, output and capacity for audience development

gL%%r;g].saﬁve been reduced by $1.24 million in the last tw of the small to medium companies and organisations; fifthly,

(c) supports the letter, media and email campaign conducted bjnprovement of South Australia’s arts profile as a desirable
the council alerting the South Australian public to the paucityplace for artists to live and work; and, finally, more new

of current arts funding. South Australian work to showcase in our festival programs.

In relation to the arts industry development programs having Yesterday, | moved that the house form a select committee
been reduced by $1.24 million, | point out that it is worseto look into the problems facing the film industry. | made the
than that, but that was the figure alluded to by the Artgoint that, after two years, nothing has happened; that the
Industry Council. What the arts community is going throughamount of money flowing around in the film industry has
is a massive con. We have an arts minister who wants to bgone from $31 million to $1 million; and that much of that
Donny Dunstan reinvented. However, if members look at thenoney is being spent outside the state. Here we are finding
funding for the arts that was granted by the Dunstan goverrthe same problems. The Arts Industry Council is urging the
ment during its years in office, particularly the increases irminister, me and anyone who will listen to address this issue
arts funding, and if they look at arts funding under thisby providing an extra $2 million in the 2004-05 arts budget,
government with the Premier as minister, they will see a vergpecifically for project funding, the commissioning of new
stark contrast. It makes a very interesting graph, and | will bevork by South Australian artists through Arts SA, industry
looking forward to sending it to the whole arts community indevelopment and the Carclew Youth Arts Centre programs.
due course, because what has happened is that arts fundifilge Arts Industry Council is saying that this is a matter of
has gone backwards. great concern across the arts sector and, as such, the Arts

The arts industry is not lost on this point, hence the Artdndustry Council has initiated a pre budget campaign
Industry Council's campaign. | commend the arts industry foiidentifying the key issues that it believes need to be addressed
getting organised to the point where it has an independerb improve the situation.
Arts Industry Council. Itis good to have a body whichis not  The campaign material was interesting. They had little
government funded, which is truly independent and truly nongreen stickers with ‘2 per cent more for art’ printed on them.
political. It bears no special friendship with me or the Laborlt was great at Writers’ Week to see one of the winners get
Party. It is there genuinely to represent the arts industry andp in front of an entire audience and the Premier and say, ‘I
it is great to have it, because what you get is an honest araim standing up for the Arts Industry Council campaign’,
frank appraisal of what is happening so that the best interesggoudly wearing her badge. It was fantastic and it helped get
of the arts community can be looked after. Their campaigrthe message out. A green card, a flyer, was distributed at
is very simple. | am sure that they have written to the Premieshows during the Fringe and the Festival calling on the
and the minister assisting (the member for Kaurna) to inforngovernment to support local artists and to ‘restore the heart
them and all members of their concerns regarding the currenf the arts’. That is how the arts industry feels about the
lack of balance in the arts budget, in particular the pool ofPremier’s leadership as arts minister and the performance of
funds directly available to individual artists and to small tothe Minister Assisting for the Arts. They need to restore the
medium arts organisations to commission new work. Theyeart of the arts. They have cut too much funding from the
claim that it is a very small percentage of the budget, and thegirts and that needs to be reversed; the rot needs to be
are right. reversed.

Of the recurrent budget of $99 million, currently only ~ The Arts Industry Council has also produced a budget
1 per cent is available for independent artists as projecubmission, which it has sent to the government. | suggest
funding for self-initiated work, and only 3.5 per cent goes tothat all members obtain a copy. If members do not have a
sustaining the work for small to medium arts organisationscopy, | am happy to provide one, or they can contact the Arts
Members would be aware that South Australia’s small tdndustry Council directly—or they can see the Premier,



Thursday 25 March 2004 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 1675

because he has one, too. It calls for a range of new initiatives. On page 1.3 of the program summary of the budget papers
They make the point that the opposition has made, that is, thate see that the overall reduction has been over $6 million per
the $7.2 million required to fix the four country theatres hasannum since the last Liberal budget of 2001-02. So, we are
not been provided. They make the point that the paltrnyspending $6 million less. A reduction of $6.5 million per
$500 000, which was granted after we brought pressure tannum in arts industry development and access to arts
bear on the government, is merely a finger in the dyke wallindustry product is now in place since the last Liberal budget
it is merely just cleaning the carpets. There is $7 millionof 2001-02. There has been an almost 50 per cent cut in
worth of work that simply needs to be done. supplies and services in library information services,

The Arts Industry Council has been very forgiving, in my including: access to art, museum and heritage services and
view, because the real picture is much worse than the coundifotection of state collections. Supplies and services are cut
portrays. | think the council is being very reasonable, becaud®y almost half a million. Spending on grants and subsidies
the budget papers are as clear as a whistle, and they can s been reduced by $1.7 million. In arts industry develop-
looked at on the government's web site. They make it veryn€nt and access to artistic product, there has been a $10 mil-
clear that over the next four years the government plans to ciien cut in the financial year 2003-04 compared with the last
$6.634 million from the arts budget. Those cuts include-iberal budget of 2001-02. Grants subsidies spending is down
$625 000 from a reversal of funds to arts boards. So, artdy $9.2 million in 2003-04. Over two budgets the reduction
board will be attacked. We already have Carrick Hill undefas been almost $20 million over the amount that would have
siege with the government's plans to subsume it into théeen spent |_f financial year 2001-02 I_evels of activity had
History Trust. An amount of $1.7 million is to go from Peen maintained. Investment revenue in 2003-04 is down by
corporate services to Arts SA. The Director of Arts SA was?110 000 (last year it was $744 000) since the last Liberal
so excited about that, that she resigned. The Premier lost tigldget of 2001-02. _

CEO of Arts SA and replaced her with Greg Mackie, and | If we look at how much the Liberals spent under my
wish him luck. The real picture is that Kathy Massey leftcolleague the Hon. Diana Laidlaw, and if we look at how
because she was prepared to promote and invest in the arfduch the Premier is spending as the Minister for the Arts, we
not to administer the most severe cuts in 10 years. start to see an interesting picture. | shudder when | say that

An amount of $509 000 will go from administration itis far worse than the Arts Industry Council has portrayed.
savings to Arts SA—uwe are killing the golden goose—an think they are being very reagonable. There is a problem
funding for grants and subsidies will be reduced by $3.8 mil- ?rﬁ' The Ar(‘;s Industrr)]/ COUE.C" IS rl;gljht to sdpeak udp El’_?‘ b.ehalli
lion. These are the grants that the Arts Industry Councilis s the arts industry to have this problem redressed. Their asks

upset about—$3.4 million will vanish. It is easy to hide it, re simple: let's have an increase in the amount of money

because the government is not taking the money off peop%vailable for new work. Itis very simple: 2 per cent more for
who got it last year: it is simply not coming up with new rt. They want the government to allocate an extra $2 million.

want the government to allocate far more than that. | want

fuef?esr qrnt?enigngr:gp st; Tﬂ?:t ?ﬁgﬂirﬁho\/\gg t?&iﬁlg%vgu:‘r\gllhe government to produce something from the Arts Summit
; y y y YOI the way of a vision for the future; not later when the

them because they never got itin the first placg._ Itis quit lection is on but now. It has been two years. Let us not leave
\(,:Jgﬁg (ljfoyi(t)i\tlﬁzné:grs:grehgg g;(i ;Ir;sd %llﬁgzt” LIS & 900G il six months before the election and roll out the pork
o B _ barrel, throw a bit of money at the arts, treat them with
There are some new initiatives. The Adelaide Festivagontempt, tell them all to grow up (the Premier did that at the
Cent_re got $50_0_ 000 to bail it out. We have_had tOp-UpArts Summit). Let’s do it now, because they need the money
funding of $2 million for the Premier’s Film Festival, which now, | call on the house to look at the Arts Industry Council's
provided a great opportunity for him to get on the stage an@ampaign and give it serious consideration. | particularly call

promote the state, but primarily he promoted himself. The Arpn, the Labor backbench to talk to the Premier and get things
Gallery Curator, $300 000, and the Art Gallery security anchappening for the arts.

video upgrade, $200 000—great. Live music—of course, the

government was forced kicking and screaming by the MrsGERAGHTY secured the adjournment of the debate.
opposition in the other house to amend its pokies revenue bill

to provide $500 000 for a live music fund. They did not want WINE EQUALISATION TAX

to do it. The Treasurer wanted to get around it. He tried to ]

take it away and use it to prop up other parts of the arts Mr O'BRIEN (Napier): | move:

budget. We forced him to do that, so they have included that That this house notes the difficult financial situation facing many
$2 million, and, of course, country theatres, a paltrysmallwineries and calls on the Howard government to adopt federal
$500 000 Labor Party policy to replace the current state and federal rebates for
: cellar door and mail order sales at all wineries with a wine equalisa-

That adds up to $5.5 million. You do not have to be ation tax exemption set at an appropriate volume threshold for

mathematical genius to work this out. If you take $5.5 milliondomestic sales.

away from $6.634 million, itis well over $1 million—thatis The wine industry defines South Australia. Like the wine
the net step backwards over the next four years. The goverproducing areas of France it gives us our historic, geographic
ment is planning to cut over the next four years far more thaand cultural context whilst providing the economic likelihood

it is planning to spend—they are robbing Peter to pay Paubf many of our citizens. Some of the most prominent early
So, to fund his snazzy ideas such as the film Festival—won(titizens of the province of South Australia were the founding
that be great for the Premier—he has taken the money awafathers of our wine industry. It was their endeavours that
Where is he taking it from? Grants and subsidies for artistgefined the close and picturesque agricultural settlement of
the little people who need it the most. That is what the Artshe province’s most fertile lands. Today, these vineyards,
Industry Council is angry about. They are really steamed uwvineries and towns attract tens of thousands of tourists each
about this. year to our state.
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The wine industry also defines our cultural identity. Wecontribution of the wine industry to regional tourism has been
are residents of a state whose product is regarded as theven to a considerable degree by the smaller wineries,
epitome of fine taste in households around the world, and thisirough cellar door facilities, restaurants and bed and
in large part drives our desire to maintain our pre-eminencéreakfast operations. To quote a very large wine producer, Mr
as the nation’s most culturally aware community. It is againsDavid Woods, CEO of Hardy Wine Company:
this background that this motion is moved. The objective of = small regional wine makers are an essential element of the
the motion is straightforward: to protect the vitality of the Australian wine industry success. These smaller producers add a vital
e b g e e o e s cus waTaon e g Wi oo
smallg—:r anq generally more Innovative wine producers. a vegry importgnt element of thg image relgted to wine drinking. ’
A financial analysis provided to the Winemakers Federa- . i o . )
tion of Australia by Deloittes points to a substantial deteriorasS0, What is the financial impasse facing the smaller wine
tion in the relative performance of the wine industry. ProfitsProducers and what is the potential remedy? | have already
have fallen, equity has been replaced by debt, liquidity levelg/luded to the financial difficulties facing smaller producers.
have fallen substantially, and the cost of sales has increasdgcontech has forecast winery profitability to further decline
The Deloittes research also shows that wineries with annu@Ver the four years to 2006-07. Profitability ratios as
sales of less than $5 million per annum are under acutBxpressed as earnings before interest and tax overtc_)tal assets
viability pressure with low or negative margins. The Wine-are expected to decline to 5to 5.5 percent over the five years
makers Federation draws a conclusion that is obvious té 2006-07, as opposed to the 8.5 to 10 percent in the closing
anyone with a business background: low levels of profitayears of the last decade. In other words, the profitability of
bility and negative margins are not sustainable. Unles§maller wineries is expected to be halved in the next few
conditions improve rapidly, the future looks particularly bleakyears. A large number of smaller wineries that are now
for a large number of wineries. marginally profitable will be forced to close down.

To members of this house who read Biesancial Review, The impact will resemble that of the multiplier effect with
and the business pages of other daily newspapers, ttfewider shake-out of companies servicing the wine makers
proposition being promulgated by the Wine Makers Federaand a significant shrinkage in regional employment. When |
tion would come as no surprise. Today, in fact, Stephefilk of regional employment, | am talking about the Barossa,
Millar, CEO of Constellation Wines, reiterated this point in the Clare Valley, McLaren Vale and the Coonawarra. The
The Advertiser. He pointed out that in the last financial year Policy remedy to this problem is that which has been
wineries paid $1.1 billion in wine equalisation tax, the so-€nunciated by both the Labor Party and the Winemakers
called ‘WET tax’ and GST, making Australian wine produc- Federation of Australia, namely, the replacement of the
ers the highest taxed major wine producers in the world. Heurrent state and federal rebates for cellar door and mail order
also pointed out that the average profitability across th&ales with a wine equalisation tax exemption.
industry was 1 percent of turnover, which is not sustainable. The Australian wine industry is the highest taxed of all

Over the past decade, the number of wineries in Australignajor wine producing countries in the world. The high rate
has more than doubled from 740 to 1 620. An importan®of tax impacts disproportionately on the smaller producer.
consequence of this growth has been a dramatic increase Taxes are levied on an ad valorem basis, which means that
regional employment, doubling between 1991 and 1996 and higher rate of tax is levied on higher priced wines. Smaller
again between 1996 and 2001. Recent analysis by thgroducers generally target this segment of the market. The
Economic Consultants Econtech shows that for every 10 extiadustry as a whole does not have a problem with the basis
people employed in wine manufacturing in the wine makingof levying tax. However, the larger producers have economies
regions, there is an increase in employment in the grapef scale not available to the smaller producers. Even if they,
growing area of the economy of nine people and an increagbe larger producers, are making wine for the premium end
in employment in other industries of more than 17 peopleof the market they also operate on a significant scale at the
That is, the overall impact of employing 10 extra people inlower priced volume end as well. This means that the impact
wine manufacturing is the creation of an additional 26 jobs0f taxation falls disproportionately on the smaller wine
either supplying inputs as up stream industries or using wingakers, threatening their ongoing viability and inhibiting
as an input in their business as down stream industries. their opportunities for growth.

The number of people directly employed in wine manufac- The federal Labor party is calling for, and in this it
turing now exceeds 30 000 people across Australia. There aseipports the policy position of the Wine Makers Federation
a further 27 000 people employed in industries that supply thef Australia, the replacement of the current state and federal
industry or rely on the industry. In total, the jobs of more thanrebates for cellar door sales with a wine equalisation tax
57 000 Australians now rely on the fortunes of the Australiarexemption for all wineries set at an appropriate threshold,
wine industry. As South Australia accounts for 64 percent ofxpressed in litres. The Wine Makers Federation believes this
wine production and 46.5 percent of the crush, a largéhreshold should be set at 60 000 litres. At this threshold, the
proportion of these jobs are held by South Australians.  cost to the federal Treasury would be in the order of

Wine tourism’s contribution to regional economies is$104 million per annum. However, revenue from wine tax,
equally significant. In 2001, ACIL Consulting estimated thatGST plus WET is around $100 million higher than it was
expenditure on wine tourism in Australia in the year 1999-under the old wholesale tax regime it replaced. Effectively,
2000 was $965 million. Of this, it was estimated thatthe proposalis revenue neutral but has the effect of ensuring
$411 million was spent at wineries on food, merchandise anthe survival and growth of the smaller wine makers in a
accommodation and a further $554 million in the regionalperiod of financial difficulty.
communities on food, accommodation and transport. To put the plight of the small wine maker into a readily

A large part of the employment growth that has takenunderstood perspective, at the moment a 1 000 tonne winery
place in our wine producing regions has been due to thehows a profit margin on a $20 bottle sold at retail of just
expansion of the smaller wineries. Similarly, the strong2.4 percentor 48¢. A bottle of wine that retails at $20 returns
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the small wine maker less than 50¢. The government tax take The wine equalisation tax was introduced as part of the
on the same bottle is $4.99 or 25 percent of the retail pricenew tax system, placing a 29 per cent tax on the wholesale
So, to reiterate, a $20 bottle of wine bought in a wine showalue of domestic wine sales, which are then also subject to
returns the wine producer 48¢ but the federal governmerthe GST. WET was introduced to ensure that the price of
$4.99. The Labor Party’s tax proposal is eminently suitablavine did not drop as a result of the abolition of the 41 per
and sensible. Itis eminently affordable and, ifimplemented¢ent wholesale sales tax and the introduction of the 10 per
a sorely needed lifeline for the many small wine makersent GST—although the combination of WET and GST led
currently going through a very rough financial patch. to the collection of approximately $108 million additional tax
revenue in the first year of the new tax system alone. Clearly,
MrsMAYWALD (Chaffey): | rise to support this motion in the figures presented by the commonwealth and also the
wholeheartedly and | believe it is an important motion thatwine industry, this exemption from the WET tax for produc-
this parliament and, in fact, this state should take a bipartisagrs up to 600 000 would be manageable within the extra tax
approach to in having the matter considered and amendedthiat has been collected since this regime was put in place. In
the federal level. Last year, the National Party in Southotal, since the introduction of the new tax system, the federal
Australia moved at their state conference that: government has collected an estimated $340 million more in
This State Conference of the National Party of Australia (SA){@x on wine sales than it would have done under the previous

Inc. calls on the federal government to immediately legislate for aax regime.

exemption of all wine producers from the wine equalisation tax for . . . .
the first 600 000 litres per annum of domestic sales. Domestic sales of Australian wine are the most heavily

taxed of the major wine producing countries. That is quite

That motion was support unanimously. We then took thagyiraordinary. It is sending a very clear message to businesses
motion to our federal conference in October last year and ¢ there: ‘Be successful and we will tax you out of exist-
moved the same motion, with a minor amendment, suggesting,ce * hecause that is basically what is happening to our small
that this exemption include wholesale sales in addition t¢,.qaqucers. In recent years, the viability and profitability of
cellar door and mail order sales. That was also supported any small and medium wineries have been called into
the federal conference level. uestion. As one of the few industries to have generated
The National Party strongly supports this measure angconomic and employment growth in regional areas over the
believes that, for the wine industry to be successful in thgast decade, the threat of closure that is facing many small
future, all sectors of the industry need to be able to share ijineries and the subsequent job losses pose a serious threat
the profits. At the moment, the small wineries (about 90 peto many regional economies, especially in South Australia.
cent of wineries are small wineries) are the ones that are
bearing the brunt of this very unfair taxation measure. Th
response to our motion that we received from the coalition
the federal conference was interesting. | will read it so tha]
members can understand my concern in respect of t
commonwealth’s attitude towards this issue. The response Atthe moment, for every $15 bottle of wine sold about a quarter,

was as follows: or $3.65, goes to the government in taxes. By comparison, the winery

. receives 44¢ for the same bottle. The profitability levels demonstrate
The commonwealth provides a WET rebate on cellar door salegs ahout 1 per cent profit levels, which is just not sustainable.

to small winemakers of 14 per cent of the wholesale value of wine
up to $300 000 in wholesale value. In addition, states provide a cellaphe question has to be not what losses there will be for

door rebate of 15 per cent. The commonwealth subsidy is reduce .
after $300 000 in wholesale value and cuts out at $580 000 i mmonwealth revenue but what losses there will be for the

wholesale value. This means that cellar door sales up to $300 oggntire economic wellbeing of this country if the small
a year are effectively free of WET. WET rate is 29 per cent ofboutique winery ceases to exist. | think it is something that
wholesale value of wine. It is estimated that some 500 to 60Qhe federal government must address at the earliest possible

wineries are WET free as a result of these measures. If the meas : : : :
was extended to exempt wineries producing to 600 000 litres it i f)port.umty. The Wine Federation of Australia also went on

estimated at least 1 000 wineries would become WET free. Treasu

estimated that the cost of the scheme (revenue forgone) would be With this i ind. th . Id id |
$160 million a year. The wine industry estimate was $87 million a Ith this in mind, the exemption would provide a complete
year. It is also presumed that the 600 000 litre exemption woul@*emption from paying WET for an estimated 1 539 of Australia’s

mean that the state rebate of 15 per cent would cease, so the full cdsp20_Wineries, or 95 per cent of the industry. However, the

of the assistance measure would be shifted to the commonwealtfdOVernment would continue to receive an estimated 90 per cent of
he current wine equalisation tax revenue. . .

This demonstrates quite clearly that the commonwealth is .

missing the point with respect to this issue. It is completelyMembers can see that it is not a matter of how much we are
missing the point regarding the cost impost and the overta¥educing the commonwealth's revenue: it is what we are
ing issue for small wineries in this regard. It also misses th&loing to support economic growth in Australia in this
point that, because 500 to 600 wineries are WET free, iParticularly important industry. To do that we must have a
assumes that all they do is sell wine by cellar door or maipuccessful mdugtry across all sectors. This means that both
order. Unfortunately, that is not the case. To survive, manyh€ small, medium and large wineries must be able to
of these small wineries must sell their wine to restaurants angPmpete in the industry and expect healthy returns. How can
other outlets on a wholesale basis. So, they are bearing ti®u have healthy returns when the government takes six
cost brunt of this measure. The Wine Federation of Australifimes more from your produce than you can make yourself?
has been working particularly hard with respect to this issudt is quite extraordinary, and | think the commonwealth
on behalf of the winery sector of the industry and it has senghould wake up to itself and address this issue as a matter of
some notes to me, which | would also like recorded inUrgency.

Hansard, in respect of its position, which differs dramatically

from the commonwealth’s assessment of the situation. MrsHALL secured the adjournment of the debate.

The comments today by the CEO of Constellation Wines,
r Stephen Millar, are also interesting. He quoted figures
imilar to those that have been quoted by the member for
apier. He said:
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SENSATIONAL ADELAIDE INTERNATIONAL Fisher; Team Support, Kathryn Woodcock; Administration
POLICE TATTOO Support, Sarah Collins; Event Compere, who does a marvel-

lous job, Chief Inspector Peter Graham; Artistic Director,

Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): | move: Sergeant Ken Ekin, who is retired but still committed to

That this house congratulates the South Australia Police, eve®APOL and the South Australian community; and another
organisers and volunteers on arranging the 2003 police tattoo, knowmerson for whom | have special regard and with whom |
as the Sensational Adelaide International Police Tattoo. worked when he was still a member of SAPOL, Volunteer
It gives me a great deal of pleasure to move that this housdanager, Chief Inspector John Fitzgerald, now retired and
congratulates the South Australia Police, event organisersnjoying time with his family. | also acknowledge the
volunteers and sponsors on arranging the 2003 police tatto60 dedicated volunteers who contributed their time and
This tattoo was the second tattoo: it came after the 200fireless efforts in the preparation of this tattoo. | place on the
tattoo. The 2001 tattoo set an excellent benchmark anegecord my appreciation for each and every one of them. | also
challenges for ongoing tattoos and the calibre of those tattooacknowledge the sponsors—the government, presenting
As police minister in 2001, | can recall that the police tattoosponsors, gold sponsors, silver sponsors, bronze sponsors and
in that year even made a slight profit. In my opinion, lastsupporting sponsors. Without those sponsors, clearly this
year’s tattoo was an enormously successful event. It wasvent could not go ahead.
unfortunate that it happened at a time when so many other Given the tightness of the police budget, | acknowledge
things were happening in South Australia, not the least ofhat police should not be out of pocket in any way at all for
which were the AFL finals, the clash between Port Power angutting on these events. It is important that the sponsors and
the Crows, the Adelaide Show and many other events. If therdne government financially back the police when they come
was one disadvantage in hosting the police tattoo last yeaup with an initiative such as the police tattoo. One could also
itwould have been its position in the calendar. With an evenargue that, if there was an amount of money coming out of
venue such as the Entertainment Centre, which is aithe police budget that was showing the South Australia
conditioned and has good parking facilities and the like, &ommunity the quality and calibre of our police, and how
possible answer to that would be to host it in the winter wherthey integrate and work with our community, in itself that has
there are not so many events on, when people are therefad&ect benefit when it comes to community-based policing to
looking to go out and enjoy themselves and when there iSouth Australians. When you go to the event and watch the
more disposable income than at those busy periods of thamiles on the faces of thousands of South Australians and
yeatr. interstate visitors, you can see they are getting, first, real

What | like about the police tattoo is that it gives SAPOL enjoyment and good value for their dollar from the event and,
the opportunity to show the South Australian communitysecondly, the pride South Australian people have for the
what a successful, community orientated and integrate8outh Australian police. If we are going to continue to
police force we have here. It is one of which we are all prouddevelop further local service area models and intelligence-
It is the third oldest police force in the world and is clearly based proactive, preventative policing when working with the
up there being recognised as the best police force in theommunity, then events such as the Sensational Adelaide
world, in my opinion. International Police Tattoo and the biennial Police Expo,

| congratulate the Commissioner of Police for his foresightvhere hundreds of thousands of people go to Fort Largs
and his understanding and capacity to know how importanPolice Academy to see what not only police but also other
itis to have the police working with the community. Ifitwas emergency services and departments and volunteers who
not for the Commissioner of Police, then this event wouldwork with them on occasions do, we can showcase work for
never get off the ground. As leader of SAPOL he obviouslySAPOL and the broader community with events such as this.
needs to support it. | also acknowledge both the previous | know there has been some debate as to whether or not
government and this government for their commitmenthe Sensational Adelaide International Police Tattoo should
through Major Events, South Australian government supportontinue. With the caveats | have already stated in this debate
and sponsorship for this event. | hope this continues to be @about budgets and the importance of an adequate police
biennial event. It gives some of our future arts peoplepudget for policing, and ensuring that is not knocked about
callisthenics people and musicians an opportunity to developy police coming out of their core duty to get into event
and show to the South Australian community and oumarketing, | believe that the benefits long term are there. It
interstate and international visitors how clever a lot of ouris something on which we need to build. The Clipsal 500 is
young people and talented musicians and artists are. It allovesme example. It was started under the Olsen government and
them to fully integrate with our South Australian Police Band.it continues today, and it has grown every year to be a very
Our South Australian Police Band is world renowned and orsuccessful event. There was always a determination, persis-
several occasions has been at Edinburgh for the Edinburgbnce and commitment to ensure that that event was built
Tattoo. In fact, it was the only police band, and probably theaupon. I think one of the fundamental reasons why that event
only band, invited from Australia to attend Edinburgh, andhas been so successful, over and above the people who are
that shows the calibre, quality and gifts that the musicians itommitted to grow the event with their efforts in putting on
the South Australian Police Band have. the event each year—and each of my parliamentary col-

Ms Bedford interjecting: leagues would agree—is that the Clipsal 500 is a good thing

Mr BROKENSHIRE: As my colleague says, also the for South Australia. Colleagues at the event can see the
drill team that went with them. | place on the public recordbenefits of it for South Australia.
my special appreciation for the Event Manager, Senior Therefore, there is a message of support and continuity
Sergeant Bob Fisher; Event Coordinator, Senior Constablieom the parliament. That is something which needs to come
Greg Schar; Logistics and Security, Senior Constable Joseffom the parliament in relation to the police tattoo. If the
O’Connell; Market and Publicity, Senior Constable Belindaparliament is sending out a message that, within the param-
Masolatti; Protocols/Marketing, Senior Constable Jo-Anneeters of financial restraint about which we have talked, an
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event such as the police tattoo is of benefit and worthwhile, BANK SA BUSINESS CONFIDENCE SURVEY
then it gives people the confidence, ability and capacity to
plan for these events on a biennial basis, and, as a result, they The Hon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | seek leave to make
will grow. People will save their money and look forward to a ministerial statement.
the international police tattoo, just as they save their money Leave granted.
to buy tickets for the four or five days of the Clipsal 500. TheHon. M.D. RANN: Today, Bank SA released its
They know it is coming around every other year, so they willlatest State Monitor survey of consumer and business
put away dollars when they have some spare money. Thegonfidence. The Bank SA report, conducted in January,
will be at the event and we will have base support for theshows that business confidence about the state’s economy is
tattoo, just as we have for the Clipsal 500. atits highest level in the history of the survey, and consumer
I know that at least one of my colleagues will talk aboutconfidence is at its second highest level recorded by the
the Callisthenics Association of South Australia, but Isurvey in the last six years. But let me repeat: business
congratulate the association. Its performance was choregonfidence about the state’s economy is at its highest level
graphed by Glenys Anderson. | have now seen them at twin the history of the Bank SA survey.
tattoos, and she needs to be congratulated. | have had a The Bank SA State Monitor found that there had been a
daughter involved in drama, tap and jazz ballet, and | knowgignificant rise in business confidence since late last year,
that those people who do the work behind the scenes put inith 60 per cent of businesses in South Australia confident
an enormous effort. The Tea Tree Gully Redbacks Band ithat business conditions would improve over the next year
an exceptional band and | always enjoy its performances, aand 64 per cent of businesses confident that their own
indeed, | enjoy the performances of the Itchy Feet Pep Bandusinesses will benefit from higher activity levels over the
which comes from another state. The members are talentegxt 12 months. The report finds that sectors such as
and they add to the vibrancy and enjoyment of the performeonstruction, manufacturing and agriculture are benefiting
ance. from high levels of demand. 85 per cent of businesses felt
I have talked about how good the South Australian Policgositive about the position of their own business.
Band is, but bands from other states in Australia also attend. The significance of this is that over 40 per cent of
The Northern Territory Police Band, for example, was therdusinesses surveyed had created additional jobs over the
this year; and we also had the New South Wales Police Ban@fevious quarter compared with 27 per cent for the previous
the Victoria Police Band and the Tasmania Police Band. survey, and 23 per cent of businesses surveyed said they
know Western Australia police have been there. It gives ugould increase hiring over the coming three months. Of
a chance to bring together all those police, which is evegourse, we have seen the impact of the higher dollar and
more important in this day and age in order to build relation-higher interest rates in the regions, and on our exports
ships between police state to state. Then there is an integenerally, and these are things over which the state has no
national focus, when in 2001 and 2003, when we have hagontrol. We have also seen some recent softening in the
the police tattoo, we have been able to enjoy internationdfbour market.
visitors. On this occasion, we saw the band of the Fiji police  But this survey is good news for South Australia. We see
force from Suva—a famous band which brought in a lot ofcause for optimism in other leading indicators such as the
colour and good music from the South Pacific islands. WANZ job advertisement series. Let us look at the ANZ job
saw the Royal Brunei Police Force Band from Borneo. ladvertisement series, which shows that job advertisements in
might add that that is His Majesty’s own band, and theySouth Australia have been on the rise for nine consecutive
added a flavour of Asia to the performances. We have segnonths and are now at their highest level for nearly four
bands from other countries, for example, Singapore, that hayears.
attended two performances. This survey comes hard on the heels of the international
I hope that the parliament will join with me in congratulat- study by KPMG in the United States, which compared
ing the efforts of those | have mentioned in my remarks withusiness costs in 98 cities in 11 industrialised countries. The

respect to this motion. KPMG study found that Adelaide was the number one place
Time expired. in which to do business in the Asia-Pacific area that it
surveyed, and the tenth most competitive business city in the
[Sitting suspended from 1 to 2 p.m] world. Adelaide was found to be the third most competitive
city in the world amongst cities in our population bracket of
HOSPITALS, NOARLUNGA 500 000 to 1.5 million people. | am advised that we rated as

the third most competitive location for such industries as
A petition signed by 352 residents of South Australia,automotive, metals, food processing, advanced software
requesting the house to urge the government to providdevelopment, and web and multimedia. | am writing to
intensive care facilities at Noarlunga Hospital, was presentethousands of business leaders worldwide to promote the

by Mr Brokenshire. message that if they are looking to invest in a low cost, high
Petition received. skill economy they should look to South Australia. If people
are looking to live in a state where they can use their skills
POLICE, RECRUITING and abilities and still enjoy a high quality of life, they should

look to South Australia. | will be promoting that message on
A petition signed by 18 residents of South Australia,the eastern seaboard of Australia and overseas in coming
requesting the house to urge the government to continue taonths.
recruit extra police officers, over and above recruitment at On 3 April the Economic Growth Summit—which is, of
attrition, in order to increase police officer numbers, wascourse, an update on last year—will take place. South
presented by Mr Brokenshire. Australians from business, the unions, government, politics,
Petition received. community, religious, environmental, indigenous groups and
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the regions will meet to examine the progress we have madeur deaths and another, | think, seven attempted suicides.
over the past year in partnership and to outline our plans faBadly, we have learnt that yesterday there has been a further

the future. suicide in relation to the lands. Over a period, we have
The SPEAKER: Order! It might not be helpful for the attempted to bring services into the lands but, for one reason
Premier to go where the next sentence takes him. or another—and | level no blame at the Aboriginal commun-

TheHon. M.D. RANN: Thank you, sir. | look forward ity or the Anangu Pitjantjatjara Executive, or seek to absolve
to the active participation of all members who are invited toresponsibility of state government departments in this
the summit, and to their contribution. regard—those services have not been delivered in a timely
fashion. Confronted with those circumstances and confronted
with the calls from the women of the AP Women'’s Council
on the lands, who asked us to take immediate and direct
action and not to work through some bureaucratic structure
(whether it be a bureaucratic structure of our making or an

QUESTI ONTIME existing bureaucratic structure on the lands), we chose to
intervene and take responsibility.
Mr Litster has gone to the lands today. Mr Phillips has
ANANGU PITJIANTJATIARA LANDS visited the lands in the last few days. Immediate steps are
being taken. We may not get this right, but we are sure as hell

TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): putting the resources in and we are taking steps. We are
Will the Premier clarify the government’s position in relation responding to calls by community members, women mem-
to the Anangu Pitjantjatjara executive? Last week the Deputigers, who are calling on us to do things. We are directly
Premier announced that the government no longer hagsponding to their calls and we, in good faith, are trying to
confidence in the AP executive and would no longer toleraténtervene in what is a most shameless situation that reflects
this body. On Tuesday the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs appallingly on this state and tragically appallingly on this
and Reconciliation told honourable members in another placeountry. This is a massive stain on our state, it is a massive
that the only legislative change the government proposed wasain on our national consciousness and it reflects on us
an extension of the executive’s tenure. appalling internationally. There should be a bipartisan

TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Families  position in relation to this matter. We do seek a bipartisan
and Communities): | am more than happy to clarify the position—
government’s position in relation to the AP lands. The Membersinterjecting:
government has a resolve to take responsibility for outcomes TheHon. J.W. WEATHERILL: The position is clear:
in the AP lands, and that is a very different situation fromwe are seeking to get cooperation with the AP Executive. We
what has occurred for many a long year. That is the goverrhave had a measure of cooperation from the AP Executive.
ment’s position: we will take responsibility for outcomes in— We are seeking to build on that cooperation. | note the recent

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | rise on a point of order. The criticism of the Deputy Premier in relation to the way in
question was very specific: it was to clarify the government’svhich he has handled this matter. The Deputy Premier has
position in relation to, specifically, the AP executive. committed this government, and every member of this

TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: Our position in relation  government remains committed to intervening to ensure—
to the executive and the outcomes that are occurring in the Members interjecting:

AP Lands is very clear: that is, we will refuse to allow the  TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: We remain committed
current chaos which is occurring in relation to the AP landso intervening to improve outcomes on the AP Lands. We
to continue. In the last month, we have witnessed the mosill take up that responsibility: we will also take the criticism
dramatic breakdown in the society that exists— that comes with it.

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point
of order. | refer to Standing Order 98. The question fromthe TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | have a supplementary question.
Leader of the Opposition was very specific: what is thel ask the minister again: will the term of the AP Executive be
government's position on the executive—nothing else.  extended? The minister is calling for a bipartisan approach.

The SPEAKER: | direct the minister’s attention to the It is very hard for us. We were promised the legislation
guestion. earlier this week, but we have not yet seen it. We need to

TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: Thank you, sir. To know whether the government intends, as has been said in the
address the government's position on the executive, it isther place, to extend the term of the executive.
necessary to understand what the government’s intentions are The Hon. JW. WEATHERILL: We sent Mr Litster to
in relation to the AP Lands. The challenges— the lands. He is attempting to build the sort of relationships

TheHon. DEAN BROWN: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point that are necessary to ensure that services are capable of being
of order. By the minister’s own admission, he is nowprovided. As soon as we—
debating the issue. What we want is an answer to the question The Hon. P.F. Conlon interjecting:
asked by the Leader of the Opposition. The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister for Infrastructure

The SPEAKER: That would not be my understanding. is out of order.
| would say to the deputy leader that the minister is describ- TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: As soon as we have the
ing the background against which the government’s positiomformation in the report from Mr Litster we will share it with
has been determined in preparation for making such a remankiembers opposite. We will seek to build a consensus about
| dare say he will reach it in the next few seconds. the way in which we handle our intervention in relation to the

TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: This government was AP lands. We will seek to build a consensus with the AP
confronted with the gravest of situations in relation to theexecutive. As we understand the present legal situation, the
situation on the AP Lands. We were confronted with, | think,AP executive is presently not legally constituted, so it may
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be necessary in any event to take steps in a legislative sensew exist there and which | believe every member wants to
to deal with that situation. Precisely what form that will take see fixed.
will be decided when we have a clear view about it once we TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Families
have the benefit of Mr Litster’s advice, and we will no doubtand Communities): | thank the honourable member for his
communicate that to members opposite. We want to build guestion. | think it is a worthy aim to ensure that honourable
consensus around this issue. This issue should not involveembers of this house are informed about the circumstances
petty politics. If the question is asked in good faith, informa-on the APY lands. Indeed, this parliament has its own
tion will be provided to members opposite, and they will havemechanism for informing itself as to the circumstances on the
an opportunity to play a constructive role in relation to thelands. It is, in fact, the standing committee of this house and
future governance of the APY lands. that standing committee can be represented by members of
The SPEAKER: Order! | assure the minister and any the house. One of its responsibilities, | would have thought,
other member or person who may be listening that th&vould be to keep all members of the house informed. Sadly,
question is asked in good faith. That is never in question. that committee did not meet during the life of the last
parliament, so members were deprived of the opportunity of
PREMIER’S READING CHAL L ENGE informing themselves about these important matters. | think
that is worth bearing in mind when these points are now
Mr SNELLING (Playford): My question is to the Deing made. Certainly, itis a worthy sentiment. | will take the
Minister for Education and Children’s Services. How is theduestion on notice as to the ways. Itis unlikely, | think, that
Premier's Reading Challenge being received by the state@sources could be applied in the way in which the honour-

school students, and how many students to date have tak@Rle member suggests, but | am prepared to take the question
up the challenge? on notice to see whether there are not additional ways in

TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Educa- which we can inform and appraise all members of this house
tion and Children’s Services): The Premier's Reading asto the dlggraceful cond!tlops thgt exist f_or many members
Challenge is an important initiative which supports theOfthe Abonglnallcommunltymthe|rda|IyI|yes on the APY
government's commitment to increasing literacy andlands' | agree with the sentiment of what is being put and |

ol i ; ill give consideration to ways in which we can, in a
numeracy skills in young South Australians. The challengéf" 4 : . .
is open to all public, private, independent and Catholicgracucal way, bring that information to members of the
schools from reception to year 9. The initial response ha
been outstanding. To date, there are 356 schools involved in
the challenge, and the schools have estimated that 67 000 CASTALLOY

South Australian schoolchildren are taking part. Last week, 1. Kk OUTSANTONI S(West Torrens): My question is

| had the pleasure of visiting with the Premier the Enfield,, 1, winister for Environment and Conservation. What
Primary School where we celebrated the 50 000th child to bgtiq, is heing taken to cut odour and noise emissions from

involved in this challenge. the Castalloy foundry in North Plympton which continues to

An honourable member interjecting: impact on nearby residents?

TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: Yes, the 50 000th. The TheHon. J.D.HILL (Minister for Environment and
challenge was introduced to encourage students to read ma@enser vation): | thank the member for West Torrens for his
books, to inspire a lifelong interest in reading and to develogjuestion. | acknowledge his great interest in this issue and
literacy skills. The overwhelming number of studentsalso the interest of my colleague, the Minister for Employ-
involved are reported to be enthusiastic about meeting thenent, Training and Further Education. Castalloy has been the
objectives. Each student needs to read 12 books by Septesosurce of community complaints for many years, and
ber, and at least eight of those must be on the reading list @fmissions from the foundry continue to be unacceptably high.
1 800 books compiled as the Premier's Reading Challeng®lost recently the EPA and Castalloy have been bogged down
book list. Apparently many school librarians have made an legal action over the company’s failure to meet licence
special effort to particularly label those books on the list, andtonditions. Just this month, the ERD Court instructed that the
that has made it easier for children to pick books which willEPA and Castalloy meet in conference to negotiate a way
help them to meet the reading challenge quickly. | congratuforward. | am advised that, as recently as this week, the EPA
late all our schools that have been busy encouraging childremad given up hope of an out of court settlement. For many
to take part. | particularly acknowledge the efforts, welcomeyears now Castalloy has seemed an intractable problem for
and enthusiasm of the many children and staff at the Enfieltbcal residents. However, the managing director of Castal-

Primary School. loy’s parent company, lon Ltd, has this week written to the
chief executive of the EPA to agree to a new environment
ANANGU PITJANTJATJARA LANDS improvement plan, an EIP.

lon Ltd has agreed to cut odour levels in half and substan-
TheHon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): Will the Premier make tially reduce noise emissions in a two-phased program of
immediate arrangements for all members of the Soutlworks. Phase 1 works will begin immediately at a cost of
Australian parliament to visit the AP lands so that they carabout $884 000 and are expected to be completed by August
become better informed about what urgent action needs to likis year. Castalloy has foreshadowed a phase 2 program of
taken to improve the welfare of those people living in theworks that will be decided after the results of phase 1 are
lands, which comprise approximately 11 per cent of Souttknown. At this stage, the possible costs of the phase 2 works
Australia? The Premier, the member for Giles and | havare estimated to be in the vicinity of $1.2 million. Emissions
been to the lands on many occasions, but there are mamjill be cut by transforming the 32 most odorous stacks into
members of this chamber who unfortunately have not had th&l stacks with a height of 18 metres, and odour destruction
opportunity to see at first-hand the appalling conditions whichiechnologies will be used. Noise insulation of walls and
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louvres will be provided and some windows will be doublefor the Aboriginal lands has failed and dramatic action, strong

glazed. New roof fans will be installed and equipment will beaction, must be taken.'?

modified to isolate noisy components. TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Families
Onthe face of it, the EIP is good news for local residentsand Communities): What we endorse is taking—

but given the history of this problem, we will continue to  Membersinterjecting:

watch Castalloy like hawks. | am advised that both the EPA  The SPEAKER: | will err on the side of being generous

and the residents’ association are evaluating the EIP tw the member for Mitchell and allow the question. However,

confirm that it can deliver these long awaited environmental point out that it really seeks comment rather than informa-

improvements. Following implementing of the agreed ElPtion. | will leave it at that for now.

the EPA will continue to monitor Castalloy to make sure it  TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: The government’s

sticks to its new EIP and delivers substantial improvementgosition is very clear. It will intervene to take responsibility

for the quality of life for nearby residents. for service provision in relation to the APY lands. Itis a very
important point to make the distinction between the service
ANANGU PITIANTJATIARA LANDS provision (which is and always has been our responsibility),

i . the land rights responsibilities, the responsibilities in relation
TheHon. D.C. KOTZ (Newland): Will the Minister for 5 native title and the responsibilities in relation to indigenous
Health advise the house why the $7 million substance abuggnq use agreements (which have always been and remain the
program designed specifically to improve the health angesponsibility of the APY executive). There was never any
wellbeing of Aboriginal people on the Anangu Pitjantjatjiarajntention, publicly or otherwise, or in a policy sense, to
lands, and for which funding has been approved, has not begyggest that that role of the APY executive should be in any
implemented? o way diminished or changed by this government. It is a
TheHon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): I am  gisgrace and a complete misrepresentation to suggest
pleased to answer the member’s question. The Departmegfherwise. This government has always and only been
of Human Services allocates to the APY lands, through thgnterested in intervening to prevent this disgraceful state of
Department of Human Services, $12 million in funding from affajrs with the health and welfare of the Aboriginal com-
all sources. There were a number of issues in relation to thunity in the APY lands from continuing. That is the
$1.65 million that was allocated additionally as a result of lasinischief to which we responded. That is the motivating factor
year's budget. | would just like to be very clear so that peoplgor us to intervene in relation to these matters. If we have
can hear this. The Department of Human Services, agtervened in away which has upset sensibilities, if we have
acknowledged by the APY Council over the last few daysintervened in a way which has not respected some cultural
had been working closely with the council in terms of thesensitivity, | think we must accept responsibility for that, but

additional programs that would be established in the lands asr motivations were the welfare of the Aboriginal commun-
aresult of that $1.65 million. They were developing a rangety in the APY lands.

of services and negotiating service agreements with the
people— BREASTSCREEN SA
An honourable member interjecting:
TheHon. L. STEVENS: Sir, | would like to answer the MrsGERAGHTY (Torrens): My question is to the

question. Minister for Health. How many clinics are operated by
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Unley should BreastScreen SA and has its work contributed to a reduction
have a holster somewhere handy for that finger. in the mortality from breast cancer in South Australia?

TheHon. L. STEVENS: That work had been goingon. ~ TheHon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): This
The department had been working with the people on thgonth BreastScreen SA celebrated its 15th year of providing
lands in relation to the nature of the programs and developinguality service to South Australian women and now operates
service agreements with them. Unfortunately, those negotigix clinics in metropolitan Adelaide and three mobile units,
tions were interrupted when issues in relation to the legaVisiting 27 country regions and nine metropolitan areas every
constitution of the APY Council threw them into question. | two years. Among all state and territory screening programs
think what is really important is that, as the member forin Australia during 2002, BreastScreen SA had the highest
MacKillop said this morning on the radio, we all need to Screening participation rate for women residing in both the
move forward. None of us is blameless with respect to thignetropolitan and rural and remote areas. Last month, the
issue. As my colleague the Minister for Families andservice provided its 700 000th screening mammogram. More
Communities has just said, this is a matter that need#an 211 000 individual South Australian women have been
bipartisan support, and we all need to move forward to pugcreened and more than 3 680 breast cancers have been
into place the programs that we can in order to do somethingetected since 1 January 1989. Importantly, the 2003 South
about the situation that confronts us. | announce to the houdustralian cancer registry report indicates that mortality from
that we have approved a range of programs that are to d@east cancer is continuing to decrease in South Australia,
implemented immediately to address the issue of petraihichin no small partis a tribute to the work of BreastScreen
sniffing on the lands. Those programs will be rolled out asSA. The report shows that cancer detection is now occurring
quickly as possible across the lands. at an early stage, when there is a greater chance of successful

treatment.

Mr HANNA (Mitchell): Does the Premier endorse the  BreastScreen SA is a wonderful example of our vision for
following statements made by the Deputy Premier and set ouhange to improve the health of all South Australians through
in The Advertiser on 16 March: ‘I think this is an acknow- a better health care system. | congratulate all those involved
ledgment that the way we have administered Aboriginal landor making this service the gold standard in Australia—and
rights in this state has failed and | think this is an acknow-that is everyone involved over 15 years. Allwomen aged over
ledgment that 20 years of doing what we thought was righ#0 are eligible to attend BreastScreen SA, and | especially
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urge all women aged between 50 and 69 to have a fregervice delays and disruptions. Customers receive a data call

screening mammogram every two years. when the timetable changes to remind them to update their
rail timetables for the cost of one data call.
ANANGU PITJANTJATIARA LANDS So far, around 450 rail users have been taking advantage

of the Nomads on Track system. If members are interested,
TheHon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Leader of the  they can have a go by sending an SMS with the letters ‘GO’
Opposition): My question is to the Premier. When is the for ‘g0’ to the number 0427 522 666. Of course, they will
legislation on the AP lands expected to be introduced? | wageed—
specifically telephoned by the government last Thursday and ;. Brindal: Would you repeat that, please? 04-what?
promised a briefing on the legislation last Friday, so the bill The Hon P.L WHITE: 1 will write, it dowr; for the
could pass through the House of Asge.mbly this We.e.k' member for Unley. Of course, he will need a Java-equipped
TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Families mobile phone to access the service
and Communities): | thank the honourable member for his ’
question. It is legitimate for the opposition to want to know
when the legislation will be brought to its attention. As | said HOSPITALS, PHYSIOTHERAPISTS

earlier, we are awaiting the report from a coordinator who has 1o Hon. DEAN BROWN (Leader of the Opposition):

been sent to the lands this very day and, when we have thg, ' estion is to the Minister for Health. Why has the

bgneflt of that report, we will be in aposition to communicateyinister allowed serious shortages of physiotherapists to

with the opposition about the precise form of the Ieglsla'[lonmcur in country hospitals, and is she aware that at the
There is a number of options that | think it is fair | should hyalla Hospital there is 1.5 full-time equivalents when

draw to the attention of the house so that there is as MUGRere should be 6, at Port Augusta there is .06 when there

information available as possible. It may be that, given theg1q be 3.5, at Port Pirie there is one when there should be

cooperation that we have seen up to this point, there may hgree and at Ceduna there is no full-time physiotherapist,
less of a need for legislation than was originally contemplateq,nen there should be two?

but, certainly, there will still be a need for some legislative The Hon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): I thank
framework if there are some insurmountable legal problem§ne Deputy Leader of the Opposition for the question, but |

about service provision which must be dealt with. But, we h : . :
. : ’ | am surpri he k raising th i f
give an undertaking to the leader, the deputy leader ar@USt say that | am surprised he keeps raising these issues o

- . X . ork force shortages when he knows only too well that when
anybody else who is properly interested in this matter 19,6 was minister for human services in this state—

communicate at the earliest opportunity as soon as we are ) -
aware of the final form of that legislation. url(;ll'ehrenl]—leon. Dean Brown: These shortages didn’t occur

NOMADSON TRACK TIMETABLE SYSTEM TheHon. L. STEVENS: Oh, come on! He is almost
laughable, the deputy leader, these days. Work force—

MsTHOMPSON (Reynell): My question is to the Mr BROKENSHIRE: Sir, | rise on a point of order. |
Minister for Transport. Can the minister inform the house ofthought the ruling was that ministers had to answer the
the new train timetabling initiative, Nomads? specific points of the questions, not rabbit on with debate.

TheHon. PL. WHITE (Minister for Transport): | The SPEAKER: | agree with the member for Mawson.
thank the member for her question and her interest in thiff there were not interjections from members of the opposi-
and, in fact, new technologies generally. Nomads on Trackon which caused levity to the mind of the minister and
is a very exciting new product. It is a world first, and it others it might be possible for her to concentrate on the
commenced here in Adelaide in December. It is an innovaguestion.
tive, technology-based way to access train and tram time- TheHon. L. STEVENS: In a nutshell, there are wide-
tables which has become available at this time because of '[I‘rlgnging shortages in the health professions across the board,
new generation of mobile telephones that is now availablepoth in this state and interstate, and that includes physiothera-
Itis as simple as using a Java-equipped mobile telephone ists. It also includes a whole range of health professions
access timetable information and be informed of timetableuch as nurses, doctors, certain specialists, dentists, and a
changes. The software system has been developed by ginge of allied health workers—physiotherapists being one
Australian company, Laborotech Pty Ltd, to provide anof them. The government is only too well aware of these

alternative to paper timetables— shortages, and | have raised the issue at a national level
TheHon. |.F. Evans: Does this mean they can SMS you because the solutions to these problems are long term. They
to tell you the train is late? also rely on cooperation with the federal government and, in

TheHon. PL. WHITE: —yes, it does, actually—and to particular, require the cooperation of the federal Minister for
allow people to check the next few services leaving from theiEducation in terms of the number of training places that are
chosen train station or tram stop. Laborotech approached timw available in our universities. We have major challenges
Office of Public Transport to market-test the software systemacross the board. | would like to reiterate that the Deputy
The size of the Adelaide rail network made it a very goodLeader of the Opposition was the minister for human services
market in which to introduce the initiative, and the gradualin this state. He completely dropped the ball in terms of these
take-up rate over the last four months has ensured th@sues in relation to work force and has no credibility.
Laborotech can monitor the efficiency of the system and The SPEAKER: Order!
ensure its success.

Up-to-date information via the mobile telephone about rail COURTSADMINISTRATION AUTHORITY
running times provides customer convenience and reliability.

The system also allows Adelaide rail users to receive live Mr RAU (Enfidd): My question is to the Attorney-
updated messages on their selected timetable, advising Gfneral. What are the findings of the Productivity Commis-
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sion Report on government services for the South Australiahmade an announcement about $5 million of extra funding
Courts Administration Authority? being put into our metropolitan hospitals to deal with these

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): Each  issues. Some of those dollars will be used to address ortho-
year the Productivity Commission releases a report opaedic issues. We are aware of that issue. The issue of work
government services for the previous financial year. Despitiorce shortages and physiotherapists (which | have just
the differences in jurisdictions that make comparisonsainswered) is a long-term problem, which, unfortunately,
difficult, the Courts Administration Authority of South when the member for Finniss was minister, he completely
Australia has fared well in the report that was recentlyoverlooked.
released. The report shows that South Australia has a low
proportion of civil lodgements—38 000 out of an Australian ABORIGINAL APPRENTICESHIPS
total of 686 000. It appears that South Australia’s unique final
notice scheme in the Magistrates Court causes this low MsBREUER (Giles): My question is to the Minister for
number of lodgements. If all the 5 000 to 6 000 matters usingEmployment, Training and Further Education. What out-
the final notice system had been dealt with by a normafomes are we seeing from the Aboriginal apprenticeship
lodgement, the civil figures would have been similar to theProgram and what commitment is there to support Aboriginal
national average. apprenticeships in the private sector?

South Australia also has very low civil fees per lodgement. TheHon. SW.KEY (Minister for Employment,
For example, the Magistrates Court fees averaged $76 péraining and Further Education): | thank the member for
lodgement compared with the national average of $87. In th&iles and acknowledge her contribution not only in her area
District Court, the fees averaged $213 compared with théut also with regard to Aboriginal employment and training.
national average of $732, and in the Supreme Court the feddie government is furthering its commitment to supporting
in South Australia averaged $448 compared with a nationdhe placement of Aboriginal people in trade-based apprentice-

average of $1 104. ships across South Australia through the allocation of
TheHon. D.C. Kotz: | hope you have got that right. They $990 000 in 2003-04. This allocation will provide 30 appren-
don’t sound right to me. ticeship opportunities for Aboriginal people in 2003-04, with
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The member for Newland 50 per cent of apprentices being placed in regional areas. An
says that the figures do not sound right to her. additional 50 apprenticeship opportunities will be made
The Hon. D.C. Kotz interjecting: available in 2004-05. At this stage, | need to acknowledge the
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member for Work of the previous minister in making this one of the
Newland is out of order. priorities in the portfolio for which I now have responsibility.

The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: We will await further and ~ The program is open to people of Aboriginal or Torres Strait
better particulars from the member for Newland. SoutHSlander descent over the age of 16 years—
Australia compares well with other states in the timely ~Membersinterjecting:
disposition of matters in various jurisdictions. For example, TheHon. SW. KEY: Mr Speaker, | am really concerned
for non-appeal civil matters in the Supreme Court, 84.7 pethat members opposite do not seem to be interested in
cent of matters were finalised in less than 12 month&boriginal apprenticeships but, even so, I will continue. The
compared to the national average of 69.1 per cent; 67.3 p@rogram is open to people of Aboriginal or Torres Strait
cent of non-appeal civil matters in the District Court werelslander descent over the age of 16 years and who are current
finalised within 12 months compared to the national averageesidents of South Australia. These positions are made
of 52.1 per cent. | hope the member for Newland is gettingvailable in the private sector and are targeted to industries
these down. In criminal matters, 70.4 per cent of appeals wetbat will provide long-term employment outcomes for
finalised in less than six months compared with the nationaparticipants. Apprenticeships are offered in a range of
average of 52.2 per cent of matters. This report shows that ttk@cations, with the term of apprenticeship usually over a
South Australian Courts Administration Authority continuesthree or four year contract of training. A total of
to provide one of the most efficient and accessible justicd 08 Aboriginal apprentices have commenced training in

systems in the country. various vocations since inception of the program.
Currently there are 77 apprentices in trades such as build-
HOSPITALS, PHYSIOTHERAPY ing, carpentry, plumbing, cabinetmaking, plastering, painting

and electrical, and 40 of these are in regional areas. Of parti-
TheHon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Leader of the  cylar note, | am pleased to report that there are 18 females
Opposition): My question is again to the Minister for Health. taking part in this apprenticeship program, admittedly as hair-
Will the minister advise the house why over 100 people withyressers but also as chefs and there is one horticulturist and
chronic needs for physiotherapy services are on the waitingne printer. So it is good to see that non-traditional areas are
list at the Lyell McEwin Hospital and why the wait for peing looked at by young women. Four apprentices have
patients with chronic problems is now over a year? successfully completed their apprenticeship, and it is anti-
~ TheHon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): The cipated that by the end of the year a further eight to 10 will
issues of chronic ilinesses and the need for physiotherapy aggcome qualified tradespersons. Recent negotiations have
very much related to the ageing of our community, and Weyjso seen the placement of an apprentice chef at the Ernabella
will see— Aged Care Centre. Itis hoped that this placement will see the

An honourable member interjecting: beginning of other apprenticeships in the Pitjantjatjara lands.
TheHon. L. STEVENS: Well, itis. Of course, as more

people get older those conditions become more prevalent. We PHYSIOTHERAPISTS, PLACEMENT

are doing a whole range of things in trying to get in early.

However, in relation to the deputy leader’s specific question The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Deputy Leader of the
about the number of people on the waiting list, two days ag®pposition): My question is again directed to the Minister
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for Health. Will the minister explain why so many rural  TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Families
hospitals and some metropolitan hospitals can no longeand Communities): | thank the honourable member for her
offer, or are severely limiting, the clinical placement of question. In her role as the parliamentary secretary assisting
physiotherapy students from the University of South Austthe Premier and volunteers, | know she has a very keen
ralia, and is she aware that this lack of placements is nounterest in the crucial role that carers play in our child
threatening to reduce the number of physiotherapists who carotection system.
be trained at the university? About 40 per cent of new The work of foster carers in our community is celebrated
physiotherapy graduates from the university are not registetwice a year, once with National Foster Carers Day on the last
ing in South Australia as many of them are going interstateSunday in March and also during National Foster Care Week
TheHon. L. STEVENS (Minister for Health): Ithank  in September. These occasions are opportunities to celebrate
the deputy leader for his further question on the placement dhe enormous commitment these people make to our com-
physiotherapists in rural hospitals. | was not aware of thenunity. Many of them are caring for children day in and day
statistic that he has just raised, but | would say that there igut. They are often dealing with children who have had very
arange of issues of concern in terms of the work force in thigough lives, and caring for them is not an easy task.
state, including the clinical placement of physiotherapists. Foster parents persist and, furthermore, they often help by
This applies not only to physiotherapists but across the boardupporting foster children and birth parents to re-unite or
We need to have a much better system in place in this stateake contact with one another where that is appropriate. It
so that we can keep graduates who come through oumeans that foster carers have to be able to love and care for
universities in South Australia. | say again: when | becamehese children but be able to let go in the event that a family

the Minister for Health— reunification occurs. That can be a very challenging and
TheHon. D.C. Kotz: Two years ago. emotionally draining situation for the foster carer.
TheHon. L. STEVENS: Yes, two years ago. Foster carers provide both short and long term care, and

Mr BROK ENSHIRE: On a point of order, Mr Speaker, Often they are still there for the children they have cared for
| ask you again for your ruling about debating, which clearlyafter they leave their care. These relationships are often
is what the minister is now doing instead of answering theSustained for life. Alternative care is an enormously high
substance of the question. priority for the state government and working in pgrtnershlp

The SPEAKER: Order! The substance of the question isWith our 650 foster and relative carers who provide care is
about the clinical placement of physiotherapists. | understan@PSolutely vital. _ _ _ _
the minister now to be providing the background against In recognition of this, WoodV|IIe.I.:AYS is launching the
which such placements are being sought, if not provided, andf¥orking with Carers Group to facilitate even better com-
in the recent historical context, | do not see that as an offenc8)unication between carers and Family and Youth Services
However, | am listening carefully to what the minister has to@nd will host a lunch to thank carers for their commitment.

say. Should she transgress into debate, | will call the ministef 1S important that these people are recognised for their
to order. ongoing commitment and dedication in helping others and

TheHon. L. STEVENS: When | became the Minister for there will be furtht_ar activities during S(_aptember to celebrate
Health we discovered that there was no— and promote the importance of fostering.

Members interjecting:

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Mawson is not WORKCOVER
being asked questions. It is not for ministers on the front TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Leader of the Opposition): My
bench to make inquiries of him. It will help himself and the question is to the Minister for Industrial Relations. How does
Minister for Health if he will allow her to answer the the minister intend to keep the house updated on the financial
question. The minister. and managerial performance of WorkCover? The opposition

TheHon. L. STEVENS: When | became minister we has received a letter from the minister’s office in relation to
soon discovered that there did not exist in the Department &fn FOI request for access to the September and December
Human Services a work force plan: no work force plans fop003 quarterly reports. The letter advises that:

the future at all. o A thorough search has been conducted of the minister's
An honourable member interjecting: correspondence database and no documents relating to your request
TheHon. L. STEVENS: None. It was rather a surprise, have been identified.

but that is what we found: no work force plan at all. TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Administrative
TheHon. D.C. Kotz interjecting: Services): | think the Leader of the Opposition would be well

TheHon. L. STEVENS: No, no plans. So, we have had aware that the WorkCover board releases reports on a regular
a lot of work to do across the board with nurses, GPSbasis.
specialists, physiotherapists, and other allied health workers. An honourable member: Who to?
We are working with the universities, the health units andthe TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: To the public. It makes them
federal government on a plan. It has been a long haul, but wavailable.

are onto it—you never were. Members interjecting:
TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: The shadow minister says that
FOSTER CARERS it does not. He gets briefed immediately after | get briefed.

MsRANKINE (Wright): My question is to the Minister TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | ask the minister why, when we
for Families and Communities. How will South Australia’s called for the release of the quarterly reports in January, we
650 foster carers be recognised and thanked for theiwere informed that there would no longer be quarterly reports
dedication as part of National Foster Carers Day, thisnd that half-yearly reports would be released, and then we
Sunday? were told they were not even releasing half-yearly reports.
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TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: The Leader of the Opposition What this issue is about is that the Leader of the Opposi-
has never understood WorkCover and never will understaniibon previously complained because members of the Work-
WorkCover. When he asked about this same topic previouslzover board made a decision that they would not release
I advised him at the time that these were decisions that werguarterly reports because they were not supported by actuarial
undertaken by the WorkCover board. If the WorkCover boardhdvice. That was a decision by the WorkCover board.
decides now to release information of the kind that he talkdembers of the board also said that they will release them
about, well and good. These are not— six-monthly because for that period the information is

Members interjecting: supported by actuarial advice. | would have thought that that

TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: The member for Newland is was a sensible position for WorkCover to take.
getting two issues confused, as she always does. She always
does it and that causes concern to everyone in the house andTheHon. R.G. KERIN: Sir, | wish to ask another
outside this house. As | was saying, the decision that wasupplementary question. Given what the minister just said,
taken by the WorkCover board, in regard to quarterly reportss he not aware that a decision was made not to release the six
was a decision for the WorkCover board. The government haﬁonth|y report—because it was announced that that was
not tried to impact upon those decisions, and why would itgoing to happen? Would the minister like to see the quarterly
We well know that, when the former government was inreports for September and December? | have them, and | am
power, it mucked up WorkCover and now they are trying tonot too sure why he does not also have them.

muck it up from opposition as well. TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: The Leader of the Opposition
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Sir, | have a supplementary " be as silly as he wants to be. He looks silly and he is silly.

guestion. Can the minister make clear whether there are now The SPEAKER: Order! The minister will not reflect on
quarterly reports, or is he saying that the board has deciddtie Leader of the Opposition.

that there will be no quarterly reports? B TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: | apologise, sir. | am happy
TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: The Leader of the Opposition  tg withdraw that. If the Leader of the Opposition wants to
has no understanding of WorkCover. What he should do ioint score about a very serious issue, which of course was
ask WorkCover. Itis the domain of WorkCover. the making of the former government, that is just a nonsense.
TheHon. DEAN BROWN: Sir, I rise on a point of order.  As | said, on a regular basis, whether it be quarterly or six
I would have thought that, if the minister was going to answeknonthly reports, or at monthly or regular meetings | have
this question under standing order 98, it would be either yegjith the Chairman of WorkCover, of course he briefs me on

orno. o that material. Whatever material he makes available to me,
The SPEAKER: The honourable the minister. of course | read it. That is my responsibility. | cannot
~ TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: | have finished my answer, remember all of what is in those reports from some time ago.
SIr. The Leader of the Opposition is just being stupid.

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | have another supplementary
question, sir. Has the minister seen or has he not seen t
September 2003 quarterly report and the December 20
quarterly report?

TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: I will check that detail for the
member. The Leader of the Opposition is talking about a
issue that he has raised before in respect— TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: As | said before, if itis a letter

The SPEAKER: No, let me help the minister. What the from WorkCover, go and ask WorkCover. They are happy to
Leader of the Opposition has asked is quite simple. Have yoi@lk to the honourable member and they are happy to brief
seen a quarterly report for the September and Decemb8im.

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: I have a supplementary question.
iven the fact that the September 2003 quarterly report
exists, why did | receive a letter dated 27 January 2004 from
WorkCover which states ‘I reconfirm that there are no new
rf]igures on WorkCover’s financial position’?

guarters last year: yes or no? Members interjecting:
Ch;:rll(et;l;n' M.J. WRIGHT: Sir, | have said that | will TheHon. M .J. WRIGHT: They are happy to brief the

Membersinterjecting: honourable_ member at the drop of a hat—and the Lea}der of
The SPEAK ER: Orderl the Opposition knows_ it. MrBruce Carter, the chair of

: - . . . WorkCover, who is doing an excellent job trying to turn
TheHon. M.J.WRIGHT: As information is made ,.,,nd the mess left by the former government, is doing a

available to me by WorkCover, obviously, I read it. The Othergreatjob and all the Leader of the Opposition wants to do is

thing— knock, knock, knock
Members interjecting: nock, Knoct, n?c ) , , .
The SPEAKER: Order! It is answer time. Mr BRINDAL : | rise on a point of order, sir. Standing

TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: The other point which has ©rders allow the opposition to ask questions in areas where
been made before and which | again repeat is that, when ti8€ minister is responsible. The minister can choose his
WorkCover board has reports, whether they be reports th&SWer, byt I ask you to examine whether his last answer did
they release on a six-monthly basis or on a quarterly basi&lOt constitute a contempt of this house because he .r(.afused,
not only do they come and brief me about those but it is my/hen asked a question by the Leader of the Opposition, to
understanding that they also brief the shadow minister, angnSWer It.
rightly so. If my memory serves me correctly, the chairman The SPEAKER: | disagree with the member for Unley.
has said that he is also happy to brief the leader—and | thinkowever, God help us in the integrated Natural Resources
they have made that known to the Leader of the OppositiorManagement Bill if government agencies once established are
I do not know quite how much more open and accountabl@o longer accountable to this place through the ministers to
one can be than that. whom they answer.
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BETTING EXCHANGES the impact on the integrity of the racing product; the negative
financial returns to the racing industry as a result of betting
Mr O’BRIEN (Napier): My question is to the Minister exchanges; and, of course, the increased exposure for
for Recreation, Sport and Racing. What was the result gbroblem gambling, which is a serious issue, not justin racing
discussions held at the Australasian Racing Ministerdut across other forms of gambling as well.
Conference regarding betting exchanges? At the last racing ministers conference, Tasmania and
TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Recreation,  Northern Territory did not endorse that position. Needless to
Sport and Racing): This is a very important question say, that was disappointing. | would have thought that on an
because, as members would be aware, betting exchanges asue of broad principle all states and territories would have
a phenomenon which has been happening for some timagreed but, nonetheless, a submission has been forwarded to
largely out of the UK but the tentacles of betting exchangeshe federal minister to prohibit the operation of betting
are having an impact here in Australia and no doubt in othegxchanges. Certainly, South Australia has played an active
countries around the world. The Australasian Racingole at the racing ministers conference in respect of this issue.
Ministers Conference has met regularly over the past twdhope all members on both sides support South Australia’s
years to consider betting exchanges and what Australiasall for the commonwealth to prohibit betting exchanges and
approach to these should be. This is one of the critical issuge do so immediately.
to impact on the future viability of the racing industry,
because what is occurring as a result of betting exchanges is
that traditional money, as we know it, invested via the TAB
and bookmakers, can be taken out of that system and put into
the betting exchanges, with limited return to the racing
industry. B-DOUBLE VEHICLE PERMITS
Betting exchanges operate via an internet-based wagering o
platform with matching bets. They provide the capacity for TheHon. PL. WHITE (Minister for Transport): | seek
a punter to be the backer and another to be the layer, similé¢ave to make a ministerial statement.
to the role of a bookmaker. With betting exchanges—and this  Leave granted.
is not something we are used to in Australia—rather than TheHon. PL. WHITE: Yesterday the member for
back a dog or horse to win, you can back it to lose. MacKillop asked a question concerning We Us and Co. and
Membersinterjecting: when it would receive a B-double permit for several routes
TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: As members have shown by around the Lucindale area. Under the Road Traffic Act 1961
their reaction, this is something quite foreign to the Aust-and the Road Traffic Regulations 1999, B-double combina-
ralian way of gambling. Of course, this puts at risk thetions are considered to be restricted access vehicles and, as
integrity of the racing industry. Just recently, for example,such, cannot operate on the road network without the
one of the Queen’s horses allegedly was not allowed t@pproval of the Minister for Transport. Subsequently, this has
provide its best performance on a given day and, of courségen delegated to the Department of Transport and Urban
another jockey allegedly jumped off a horse, and the list goeBlanning. As Transport SA has a duty of care to ensure the
on. It is easy for members to identify with the situation wheresafety of all road users prior to approving or refusing
the integrity of the racing industry is put at jeopardy. restricted access vehicle access, Transport SA conducts a
The Hon. I.F. Evansinterjecting: detailed technical route assessment of all proposed restricted
The member for Davenport interjects in regard to Fineaccess vehicle routes. This includes consultation with the
Cotton. It is a well-known fact that in Australian racing local council or councils, if the proposed route includes local
obvious hiccups have occurred—and we would be able tgovernment roads. A significant number of councils are
highlight examples in the past—but we need to minimiseseeking route assessments on local road networks in order to
those to get them out of the system. The incident to which théetermine strategic freight networks within their local area.
member for Davenport refers is not a proud moment for the Furthermore, increased permit applications during bumper
racing industry. Of course, we need to ensure there is nevésarvests create additional demands on local government and
a Fine Cotton incident again. The point is that, if we allowTransport SA resources to examine and approve applications.
people to back a dog or horse to lose rather than win, w&ransport SA has assigned additional resources to address the
greatly increase the chances of a lack of integrity through theoute assessment backlog and will ensure that the transport
racing industry. industry is kept informed of progress. Additionally, a number
Betting exchanges are responsible for massive diversioraf engineering consultants have pre-qualified with Trans-
of wagering turnover, money that is diverted away from theport SA to undertake route assessments using established
TAB or the bookmaker, some of which is ploughed back intoguidelines. Individual restricted access vehicle operators and
the racing industry. The most well-known betting exchangesouncils can use these consultants at their own expense to
which operates out of the UK is called Betfair. Of course, itassess a proposed rail route if they choose. This allows
pays no product fee to the Australian racing industry. Thedoperators to have routes assessed at a time of their choice
ministerial betting exchange task force was chaired by theather than have the assessment carried out by Transport SA.
South Australian Office for Racing and provided a report. In regard to the member’s constituent, We Us and Co.
This national committee was chaired by Dennis Harvey, theequested a number of routes for B-double access. Of those
Office for Racing Director, and came up with a comprehentequested, five routes are now approved for B-double access,
sive report, which | encourage all members to read. It is omnd | have been assured by my department that the permits
the web site. It has been acclaimed around Australia anfibr these routes will be issued today. The remaining three
worldwide. A recommendation of the task force was that nadoutes requested were not approved. For these three routes a
licence be granted in Australia for the conduct of a bettinghumber of alternative options are available and will need to
exchange on racing or on sporting events. They highlightetie investigated following further discussions with We Us and
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Co., the District Council of Naracoorte-Lucindale and theSo, that is an issue that must be addressed. Mr Owens has
District Council of Robe. Maintenance of our transport assetsdvised the committee that this government has not undertak-
of course, is a significant challenge—a challenge that musn that important planning. | would have thought that was
be approached strategically. This assessment process is@mething that the Minister for Energy would focus on.
necessary component of ensuring that we maintain and get Next week the minister will be going away on an overseas
the most out of our transport assets. trip—in fact, he is going to Chicago to address a wind power
conference. Itis a time when the house is sitting and | would
have thought he would be here but, importantly, | believe he
should be at home addressing issues of this import. He should
be here addressing issues such as the deregulation of the gas
market given that we have now had revealed in this house as
GRIEVANCE DEBATE recently as yesterday that issues are not being adequately
addressed. The government has not overseen the implementa-
tion of rules. There is uncertainty about requirements for the
ENERGY industry, and we are facing a very real prospect of significant
increases in the price of gas. Now is the time for an energy

TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW (Bright): | rise today to  Minister to be here focusing on those issues.
express concern over the governments failure to adequately There is also the issue of the Ministerial Council on
address some very significant energy-related matters. Firdgnergy thatis coming up on 2 April. This minister has asked
| refer to the matter of wind power. Before making my for adelay in the start of the proceedings to enable him to get
supportive of the establishment of wind energy in this statélone that with that council. I put that this minister should be
number of companies to explore opportunities in Souttignificant issues that are not being addressed by this
establishing a presence here. | was also pleased to facilitaff@S now put on the record before members of our parliamen-
most of the stages of the now existing Starfish Hill Windt&ry committee process. Those issues are not being adequate-
Earm. ly addressed and will affect the price that is paid by South

However, as minister, | was always aware that thefustralians for electricity and gas if they are not addressed.
establishment of wind energy in this state would also lead th challenge the Premier to have the minister stay here to
some problems for base load generators. The simple fact fldress those ISSUEs. | L
that, of course, when you start to significantly add to the 1N€SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time
amount of energy that is provided through wind energy in thi'@S expired and, whilst | am tempted to call the Minister for
state, a demand is placed on base load generators that was RBE"9Y: | nonetheless recognise the member for Enfield.
there before and, as energy is put into the grid, it has first
priority, which means that other generators have to draw back OPPOSITION FORM GUIDE
on what they are putting into the grid and on less windy days
they have to lift it back up. That sort of change to the natur(?h
of generation will be more significant as (it is reasonable t
expect) proposals that are touted will add significantly to the

amount of electricity that is generated and, indeed, about The SPEAK ER: Order! The chair has to be able to hear

20? miga\f[vatt? If hot utnreah(sjtlc.b the E tial Servi the member for Enfield. If the minister wants the call, he has
reter to statéments made by e essentia erV'Ceanly to get on his feet first. The honourable member for

Comm|SS|on_er, Lew Owens, in relafuon t_o this. Mr OW?USEnﬁeId has the call.
told the parliamentary select committee into the electricity Mr RAU: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | rise today to inform

|ndu§try on 17 March.of this yeafi_ the house about a form guide which has been prepared on
This is actually changing the dynamics of the market as we spealgpposition members in relation to the forthcoming reshuffle

We have a couple of hundred megawatts of wind power coming o ; P " : - .
in South Australia over the one to two years that are backing supeeurring within the opposition. This form guide deals with

revenue from the traditional generator. It means that the role of thé humber of people in the opposition, and it might assist them
base load power station is becoming less and less economic.  in relation to the matters raised by the minister earlier. The

That is a very important statement. It means that the role dirst part of t_he form guide deals W.'th opposition backbench-

the base load power station is becoming less economic. TH&S and their prospects of advancing to the front bench in the

Essential Services Commissioner goes on to say: course of the.forth.commg rejigging of the opposition ranks.
What you need to complement the wind farm is more peaking: First, deallng. with the member for Morphett, the punters

plant to be able to pick up the load very quickly when the wind drop: |ke_the look of h'”_‘- They like the look of this new pacer, ar_ld

off or to drop off as that wind picks up. e is seen as a fair chance for health because he has quite an

interest in that from his own personal background, and

xg(i?éztrasnq_?]l)elyéggaetnrt?;uggfv'ig:grg;ﬁ%}gggﬂg (x)er?]{n(;trﬁeggrhaps transport because he loves trams. He is in at two to
) e, which is not bad, and he is doing well amongst some of

say: _ ] his colleagues. The next one is the member for Kavel. He is
The price or the cost of wind energy would be spread across alleen as a bit of a dark horse, and we have got him on as 16

the market; it would not be disproportionately factored into the Sout . . . . . .
Australian price. Where it does increase the South Australiaf® "€ The issue is basically a weight to age thing and it may

price . . is in itsimpact on the other generators, which are requiredd® @ little too early for him to make a big run. The next one
to back off. is the member for MacKillop and, after this morning’s

Mr RAU (Enfield): My contribution today arises out of
e remarks of the Minister for Racing, and | will inform the
ouse about the results of a form guide—

Members interjecting:
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episode on the radio, it seems that he is a real chance fof rigs and a couple that have been cut proud. But | tell you,
Aboriginal affairs or perhaps agriculture. He is a consistenMr Speaker, there are some real roughies over there. There
trier but he is not particularly comfortable under the whip. Inare skewbalds, piebalds, bays and even a few old greys.
any event, we have him at three to one. Mrs Geraghty: Excuse me!

We then have the member for Heysen. She is a clear p \crETRIDGE: | would never refer to some members
favourite. She is three to one on for s.ha'dow attorney. As fabver there as old grey mares. What we do have over there is
as we are concerned, she can start picking her furniture. Thega,, bucking broncos, and | know, Mr Speaker, that you
next one is the member for Hartley. This is the colt frompg 4 5 tight rein on this lot. | have ridden a few bucking
Campbelltown. He is a proven stayer and a seasongg,ncos | remember Skyrocket and Football, they gave me
campaigner, possibly a minister for religious affairs if we had, 5,nd of the kitchen—and. like you, Mr Speaker, some-
such a thing, but has little chance of taking the purse as f3{nes for every two bucks you are one buck behind. And that
as we are concerned. He is at 200 to one against. The memhgey ticks over. It is going there; eight seconds are almost
for Flinders is solid in training but may not be suited to theup. There are no pick-up riders, and we do not know what is
heavy track. She is at 40 to one. The member for Stuartis gsinq 1o happen in this place. Itis interesting to see them all

real seasoned campaigner and obviously the most expetyer there. They are pushing very hard and they are out of the
enced candidate in the field. He is certainly an emotionaly, te. But, when you really look at the calibre of the
favourite on this side of the house, and would be greatly, qeflesh there, | think Peterborough meatworks will be
appreciated by the crowd. But win, lose or draw he is muchy ey husy. If the alpha stallion down here is as good as he
appreciated by the crowd although, | am afraid, at 0dds ofgcons, he will protect his mares and fillies and will not act
100 to 1. o ) .. _like a kid’s club pony, and a gelding at that.

The member for Schubert, again, is carrying a bit of The attitude of members in this place to the delicate

g(r)]ndéggg;[ l_:]eeIsvgiﬁzllb;n(gig?teri:tngorr?t?i)l/)lr;ggr? ggggﬁfﬁzn osition that they have in government is something that | get
y ’ 9 ally concerned about. We have a lot of fun in this place, but

harness—perhaps tourism or even, if all else fails, he coul hould ider th | X . h h
run this book. Odds are 25 to 1. The member for Morialta is c S1ould consicer the very Serious sngamon that We have
. ; en discussing in the paper and in this place, and in the

X : . -
a proven winner but is her best race already behind her? Od rmidors, and that is the Anangu Pitjantjatjara people. | can

are 10 to 1. The member for Goyder has got the whip in hig - :
hand and has lots of track expe%ence. Ogds are 15 E)o 1. advise that you do not pronounce the ‘g’ in that, so if we can

Then we start to look at those who are destined for th alllear to pronounce it correctly: "Anangu’ means people—

. - She Pitjantjatjara and Yankunyatjara people. If we learn to at
knackery, and this is a more troubling group of people. Th‘?east show a little bit of respect for their language and for the

member for Mawson has been putting in the yards, and w ; ;
have got him at odds of 15 to 1 that he is not going to th iogrlg tr?oex we will be going a long way forward from where

knackery. The member for Bright needs to keep at it, an L .
shies a bit at the barrier of late. His odds are 25 to 1, though, | Nave the privilege to be on the Aboriginal Lands
The member for Newland may be looking at a period ofotanding Commmeel—and I'say it is a privilege—along with
agistment we think, and is pretty well at even money. Thdhe members for Giles and Mitchell, and the Hons John
member for Waite has had a few false starts but is still Wortrgazzo_la_, Kate Reynolds and Robert Lawson and, of course,
watching. Odds are 15 to 1. The member for Bragg i¢h€ minister, Hon. Terry Roberts, ably helped by our
showing some early signs of promise but is not yet a crow@xecutive officer, Johnathan Nicholls. This committee is
favourite, at odds of 200 to 1. The member for Unley hadvorking in a very unified way. We were very disappointed

given a very uneven performance, and his future ranges frof? P Up at the Port Augusta and Davenport community last
a big race in Canberra to simple stud work. Odds at 20 to 1Ve€k and be totally sidelined by this government. We knew

As far as the leadership contest is concerned, you will b0thing about what was going on with the cabinet decisions,
pleased to know that the member for Frome is the clea"d then we had the Deputy Premier coming out with all guns

favourite at odds of 2 to 1. The member for Finniss is ver I{izing, s_idelining the Mir_]ister for Aboriginal Affairs an_d
solid but it is hard to see him doing it on the day. Odds ari/f\]/ls_very |mp0rtapt committee. There was no consultation.
5 to 1. The member for Davenport is clearly a stayer and i3'© IUStéhgug,?l?tl’ kVVeII, Wﬁat the hellhare v;/e h\(/avre for?hWhat
at odds of 10 to 1. It may be a little bit early yet for a run &€ We doing?” | know what we are here for. We are here to
from the member for Bragg, and the odds are 10 to 1. of2lk to the Aboriginal people, to find out how we can help

course, the member for Unley is the real dark horse in th bbbl the Iast_ 30, 4_0 or 50 years of absolutely
field, at odds of 200 to 1. isgraceful conduct of this parliament.

| was up at the Davenport community and there on the
ABORIGINAL LANDSSTANDING COMMITTEE toilet was a little plaque, ‘These toilets were opened by the
Hon. M.D. Rann, Minister for Youth and Aboriginal Affairs.’

Dr McFETRIDGE (Morphett): It sounds more like a This Premier was the minister for Aboriginal affairs for three
pony club over there. If self-interest was a race horse | woulgears from October 1989 to December 1992. We have had a
back it at every start, because | guarantee that is what ydot of rhetoric from over there saying how we are all culpable
have got over there: self-interest. We see the stallions dowend how we all share the blame. Well, this Premier should be
the front and the geldings at the back, but we know that it ithe one making the announcements; he was the minister for
the fillies and the mares that are doing the real job over theréboriginal affairs. He should not be duck shoving. He has got
and they are ready to win. Yesterday in this house we hearth be the bad news premier as well as the good news premier.
about hormones and other things. We know that pheromonéde need to share this responsibility and take it very seriously
and hormones are driving some of the people opposite. Wand, while | do not agree with parliament taking off around
know that the men over there fancy themselves as stallionthe state, | challenge this Premier to have the first regional
but | am afraid there are more geldings, as well as a couplearliament at Umuwa in the Aboriginal lands.
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ENERGY GENERATION general. We will be talking about that. We will also be talking
about the KPMG report into South Australia. We will be
TheHon. P.F. CONLON (Minister for Energy): Ithas  showcasing the KPMG report to a major industrial gathering
been a while since | have done a grievance. We can oftein a plenary session in Chicago. After that, | will be invited
learn a great deal from the examples of history. During theo attend the media session with all the presenters at the
American Civil War, for example, there were really two typesconference.
of soldier. There were those who did their duty for their Itis not some sorry junket touring around manufacturers
cause, who charged the barricades and the entrenchments am®enmark attempting to ingratiate yourself when you do not
who risked flesh and bone to do their duty. And there was &ave a single windmill in South Australia. | will actually be
second type, who were particularly despised by the otheraddressing an international conference telling them about
They were the ones who hid behind the lines—the snipers§outh Australia, talking up South Australia—not talking it
who hid in safety. Some of them did it because they hadiown—and talking about the KPMG report. In relation to all
skills; others did it because they did not have the morathe other stuff the honourable member has raised—the
character to do their duty in a brave fashion and take theinonsense—what we have seen in recent days is the member
own risks. And, with the contribution of the member for for Bright supporting a private company’s demand on the
Bright today, he has shown just what sort of soldier he woulgeople of South Australia. He has picked up Envestra’s claim
have been in the American Civil War. Of course, he didfor extra costs and he has been supporting them, talking them
expect the ministers to leave the chamber. He had awnp. That is the opposition’s role: talk down South Australia
opportunity throughout question time all this week to ask meand talk up their mates in private business who want to take
about whether | should be staying here next week or attendinmore money off the energy customers. We will not be doing
an international conference. He, of course, elected notto askat. We will be promoting South Australia, and doing it
a question, and did you all see how nervous he was when tproperly.
realised that | had stayed in the chamber? He was trying to Time expired.
explain that stuff on wind—did you follow it?
But not only is he a sniper, he is also a whited sepulchre. ANANGU PITJANTJATJARA LANDS
Let me give you another lesson from history on this fellow,
and | go back to 30 April 2003. He is very good at lecturing.  TheHon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): After that robust
His criticism of me—of course, this also was probably whiledefence by the minister, | sincerely hope he gets a second
I was not here—was that in a trade delegation to Denmark tvitation—
pursue the wind industry for South Australia I, as energy TheHon. P.F. Conlon: I will take you, Graham, because
minister, had failed to lead the delegation. | had turned myou like South Australia.
back on the wind industry. Sir, that delegation would also TheHon. G.M. GUNN: | do; | am proud to be a South
have been in parliamentary sitting time. | have a great deagiustralian. | want to talk briefly about the difficulties the
of difficulty in following the reasoning of the member for state of South Australia—
Bright, mostly because he does not have any. On the one Membersinterjecting:
hand, when it suits him | should be there pursuing the The SPEAKER: Order!
industry for South Australia when invited to address an TheHon. G.M. GUNN: —is facing dealing with its
international conference—something that never happened tesponsibilities in the Pitjantjatjara lands. We now have a
this fellow. Never once in his life did they hear of him unique opportunity—
anywhere else, let alone invite him to address an international Members interjecting:
conference in Chicago. And, if | accept the invitation | am  The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Bright and the
criticised for that. The man is a whited sepulchre, with aMinister for Energy have made their colourful contributions;

funny decoration on top. leave it to the member for Stuart now.

The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable minister will TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Thank you, and you know,
stick to the subject of policy and avoid reflections on theMr Speaker, that | am somewhat easily put off. Itis a unique
personality. occasion when the parliament has the chance to rectify these

TheHon. P.F. CONLON: It is hard to, sir: he does not problems. | think we should face some real facts in this
have a great deal of that—but | will avoid it. They will invite matter; that is, if the Liberal Party in government had
me back over and over because they love me. The truth is thattempted to move any amendments to this legislation, we
I have been invited on behalf of the South Australianwould have been howled down by all those people who claim
government to address the plenary session at the conferente be such great supporters of the Aboriginal cause, and all

| intend doing that. | intend discussing— other left-wing agitators they could rustle up around the
The Hon. W.A. Matthew: You should be addressing the country would have been spooked into action and we would
problems here. have had great difficulty getting any legislation through the

TheHon. P.F. CONLON: Last year he wanted me in parliament. On a couple of occasions | attempted to bring
Denmark, now he wants me here; | wish he would make ugome sensible proposals to the parliament and did not get
his mind. One of the things | will be talking about is the wind anywhere. | say to the parliament: | am happy to support the
industry, and in a far more intelligent and comprehensivéegislation that will do what is right and proper, but it must
fashion we will talk about some of the issues that the membenclude opening up some of those roads so that those people
for Bright attempted to raise about non-schedule generatioand the people with their own agendas are not isolated from
against schedule generation, what that means for the cost piiblic scrutiny. Public scrutiny is needed concerning some
infrastructure in generation and what that means for peak. Wef their actions.
understood this a long time before he did. It is something | put it to members that, if the majority of the citizens of
upon which | asked the planning council some time ago to dthis state were aware of conditions in the AP Lands, not only
work. It is something | have discussed with the industry inwould they be horrified but they would also find it difficult
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to believe it was in South Australia. We cannot allow this tosion in The Australian newspaper some four to five months
continue any more. There is an urgent need to get somego about the relocation of a large number of Australian
reasonable enterprises going on those lands to generate somanufacturing operations into South-East Asia as a long-term
job opportunities to give people some self-esteem and aldoedge against upward fluctuations in the Australian dollar
to allow the young people some opportunity to have somagainst the US dollar. That may well be the reason, but what
involvement so that boredom does not overtake them. This the solution? We know that in the Elizabeth area we have
other thing we have to ensure is that they are given aa large number of problems facing the community. One of
education which is relevant to a modern society, otherwis¢hose is a shortage of skills.
they cannot join mainstream Australia. This area of land Elizabeth (together with the Hunter Valley in New South
covers 11 per cent of the state. It has tremendous opportuniVales) has probably the highest and most persistent rates of
ties for ecotourism and for people to visit in a controlled andunemployment in the nation, mostly due to the fact that a
managed way. That ought to be explored quickly andarge proportion of the population has very low educational
efficiently. qualifications. A large number have not completed school to
However, nothing will happen unless the right people areage 15 and certainly have not obtained trade qualifications.
put on the lands to assist and ensure that the services whifo, we have a skills shortage in the north. We also have
are urgently needed are available. They will also need textremely poor educational outcomes coming out of our high
ensure that the right emphasis is placed on employmesichools. High schools in the northern suburbs have probably
opportunities. | will be charitable and say that if some well-some of the worst educational outcomes in the nation. This
meaning people who are completely misguided and othemsieans that young people are not going on to university or
who are there with less than honourable intentions remaifmAFE and not picking up the skills that will get them into the
then the whole thing will continue to fail. The governmentwork force.
has to be prepared to grasp the nettle and take some very firm Unfortunately, at this point we also have a lack of strategic
and direct action in relation to a number of these issues. | amdirection, particularly for advanced manufacturing in the
sure that the opposition will support the government if itnorthern suburbs. | put this down largely to the previous
gives the lead to this matter. government, because we have inherited no type of plan in
Again | say that it is a great pity that the majority of relation to the manufacturing industry for South Australia.
members of the two houses have never been there, becai®e, we are starting from a completely clean slate, and an
not one person in this chamber would be happy if they wenénormous amount of work has to be done. We have been
there. When | took two of my colleagues there someworking for the last two years through the Office of the North
12 months ago, | had never seen two people suffer from sud develop solutions for the problems facing particularly the
a culture shock afterwards. They could not believe that theilizabeth area. The Office of the North has been deliberately
were in South Australia—and they were fairly worldly sited in Edinburgh Park to assist in driving that particular
people. | think it is important that the representatives of thendustrial site. There is an expectation that within a decade
people of South Australia go there. | believe that, if we allto a decade and a half it may be able to provide up to
went there, either together or in groups without great fanfar@5 000 jobs in advanced manufacturing and electronics. My
(and it does not take very long to get there), then we woul@lectorate is on the periphery, but the Office of the North has

not be talking about it: there would be action. been working with industry to create industry clusters in
Time expired. order to establish long-term training requirements for those
industries and to get some feel for the strategic direction of
UNEMPLOYMENT, ELIZABETH those particular industry clusters, whether they be automo-

tive, defence or electronics. Once we have been able to

Mr O'BRIEN (Napier): Yesterday during question time, successfully cluster and work out a strategic direction—
the Leader of the Opposition asked a question in reference to Time expired.

the increase in unemployment in the Elizabeth area and he

referred to a fairly significant increase of around 7 per cent

between December 2002 and 2003. As the member for

Napier, | represent virtually all of Elizabeth, and these figures

are of some concern to me not only in that capacity but also Mrs GERAGHTY: Mr Speaker, | draw your attention to

in my capacity as chair of the Playford Partnership, which ishe state of the house.

a collaboration of the Playford council and the state and A quorum having been formed:

federal government. | will certainly be requesting some

detailed analysis of the factors that are responsible for this AUSTRALIAN CRIME COMMISSION (SOUTH

jump in unemployment, but in trying to seek an explanation AUSTRALIA) BILL

I would say that it could largely be attributed to the increase

in the parity of the Australian dollar with the US dollar. South  Adjourned debate on second reading.

Australia, more than any other state, is dependent on trade (Continued from 25 February. Page 1461.)

with the US, and the two most significant components of our

trade with the United States are advanced manufacturing Ms CHAPMAN (Bragg): | did not propose to speak on

(basically out of the Elizabeth area) and wine from our winethis matter but, in substance, the opposition will support this

growing areas. bill. The genesis of this bill was an agreement between the
We know at this stage that the impact of the dollar is yetPrime Minister and the premiers in 2002, in consequence of

to compound on our exports of wine, as they have been fairlywhich legislation was passed in the federal parliament. The

immune to the downturn. However, | think we have a fairly purpose of this legislation is effectively to implement the

good hunch that it has impacted fairly savagely on outerms of that agreement. In essence, this legislation abolishes

manufacturing industry, to the extent that there was discughe National Crime Authority and introduces the South
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Australian Crime Commission. It contains a number of newopportunities for shared intelligence gathering at both
aspects which will assist to make sure that this new nationalational and state levels.
body will be more efficient and able to undertake inquiries. It is interesting on that point, listening to talkback radio.

My recollection of the second reading explanation is that! Nose of us who are baby boomers sometimes forget the
the Attorney-General explained—and we accept—that, whilsgltimate sacrifice that was paid to al.low us to enjoy our lives
the new legislation will have the effect of ensuring that therdhus far the way we have. That is, in a safe environment, a
will be powers to investigate and impose significant penaltie§émocratic environment and an environment that is free, free
for failing to answer questions in respect of major crimesfor us to go about everything from a stroll down the street in
(once they have been declared), that evidence will not be abf@fety to building our own personal economic bases to being
to be used in criminal courts against whoever is obliged téible to have a Westminster system of parliament. These
answer such questions. Importantly, there will be structurdhings came at an enormous price and, indeed, had our
changes in relation to this body which will be vested with theforefathers in World War | and Il—and my own father was
powers and responsibilities for implementing and/or deteron€ Who was heavily involved in World War ll—not been
mining that a matter is deserving of the attention of the nevprepared to be eternally vigilant during the war, and to ensure
Australian Crime Commission. Such decisions will bethat t_hey were p_repared to put their lives on the line to give
transferred from a ministerial council to this body which will Us this opportunity, then | suggest clearly that we would not
then refer that responsibility to a group of police commissionhave this state and country which we have today to enjoy.
ers. | think that is an accurate reflection of the legislation. It is sad, | think, that many of the people now writing
Accordingly, | indicate that the opposition supports the bill.etters to the editor and people who ring talkback radio, and

listen to the debates, in particular the parliament federally,

Mr SNELLING (Playford): | wish to briefly add my think that simply bywrappln_g ourselves up m_cottonwpol we
support for this bill. Terrorist organisations and organised?@" Pe protected from terrorism and from major security risks
crime operate across state boundaries. It is important that 4/ 0ur country. What would have happened if our forefathers
appropriate national crime organisation have relevant power@ﬂ'd_our foremothers had thought that way back in 1918 and
in this state to enable it to operate. Another aspect of this biff9a!n In 1939-45? We would not even be able to get on the
is to bring together the four or five different national crime "2dio to make those comments. Yet, we now have people
investigation organisations under one umbrella, which is £2Ying that initiatives to strengthen our intelligence, more

welcome development. | indicate my support for the bill. MONey being putinto terrorism, combating terrorism, money
being spent in defence should not happen.

Mr BROK ENSHIRE (Mawson): As has already been | will give one example of where people have been so

indicated by my colleague in another place, the Shaolo\misguided. A person sent an email to a radio station this

. morning saying that he had been unemployed for 15 years
attorney-general (Hon. Robert Lawson), the Liberal Party nd thgt ra){thgr than spend money on Fihg defence gf the

supports the second reading of this bill, amendments to WhiCﬁountr we should merely iust defend out country and that
may be be moved in the other place. The bill was introduced Y : . Y Just aeten d th y def

in the House of Assembly on 25 February 2004, and | thinﬁ“one%’ spetntr:n ar:rt]l-terron'sr';n |n|tt|_at|v?|s and t ? de ?]nc?d
S ; epartment where they are internationally connected, shou
itis important to put on the public record that the purpose og .

this bill is to provide the statutory framework for the new € dropped so that he can get a job. | wonder why he has not

Australian Crime Commission which does replace the formeEﬁi‘jl,jlr"il Jﬂtc))tlgglr:aet(l)ajﬁlégr)s/?:rIZ. tE:tt ,Llfji(tarlaflci); ig'rg tg]rateltquﬁe
National Crime Authority, commonly known as the NCA. 1y . ) get.
media do not raise this enough, but you only have to look at

_ There has been a ot of discussion on this and | noted withhe declaration in 1995, where they actually named certain
interest during discussion that the then police minister, thgountries that would be subject to terrorism attack, potential-
member for Elder, the Hon. Patrick Conlon, was speakingy, and at least to threat. If you have a look at the eight or nine
about the benefits and importance of getting this crimggyntries that were named, Australia was one of those.
commission bill through for South Australia as, | understand, That was back in 1995. That is a fact that is documented
it has probably been passed by all other states. This biight around the world. People need to remember and realise
obviously came about after discussion with the Primanat Simply by not focusing on better intelligence, not
is to do with giving Australia the absolute best capacity togwn country to be vigilant—relaxed, of course, to go about
combat organised crime, as | see it. For that reason, thejr work and recreation—but to be vigilant and on the look
personally support it. Whilst there is a lot of political debateg it for what could be adverse to our country. | think those
about the potential threats to terrorism, intelligence, wheth%eop|e are gravely mistaken.
or not the troops that are in Iraq at the moment should be There is one particular criticism of the NCA, although |
on day in and day out and | am sure it will be ramped Upyolice minister at the time and sitting in on the inter-
between now and the federal election in the spring. governmental committee on the National Crime Authority,
It concerns me immensely that discussions on matters dfsaw a lot of that good work. However, there was some
security of the country can get too carried away with theparticular criticism of the NCA, mainly that the cumbersome
political agenda around that, rather than what is in the beshechanism for referring matters for resolution to ministerial
interests of the Australian community. It is nice to live in councils was not as effective as it should be. That was one
peaceful times. It would be great to think that we did not haveeriticism.
to be part of a national initiative to further strengthen At an operational level, there was criticism from various
opportunities for ensuring that we have the best possiblpolice forces that the NCA was uncooperative. | was always
chances of preventing crime and also having the bestoncerned when police forces from around Australia made
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that claim, because clearly the more we can work together idanuary 2003, and the intergovernmental committee on the
the national interests for security, the better off the countnACC has endorsed the model state legislation that will
will be. But at an operational level, publicly it was known complement the commonwealth act. Therefore, clearly, the
that that was a criticism. They also claimed that they wereffect of what we are doing here today in the House of
duplicating the work of other law enforcement agenciesAssembly is complementary legislation. There is nothing new
There were claims that the NCA was not necessarily thaabout that: as long as | have been here, every year there has
successful in its stated aim, which was bringing justice tdeen complementary legislation to a federal or COAG
organised crime bosses. | know that at times, people said theditiative. The ACC is established under the Australian Crime
the NCA was known as the ‘no convictions authority’. They Commission Act as a commonwealth law. The NCA (State
used to say, tongue in cheek—or maybe not tongue iRProvisions) Act 1984 is repealed, and the act gives the ACC
cheek—that the NCA acronym really was the no convictiongunctions in relation to the investigation of offences against
authority. South Australian criminal law and also to conduct intelli-
During the Summit on Terrorism and Multi-jurisdictional gence operations into certain serious state offences for which
Crime in April 2002, the Prime Minister and the statethe penalty is imprisonment for three years or more.
premiers agreed to replace the NCA with a new Australian As | understand it, the act empowers the board to authorise
Crime Commission, known as the ACC. This was proposedpecial operations or investigations. If it does authorise such
by the Prime Minister and | agree with his proposal, becauseperations or investigations, an examiner can be appointed
whilst having a fully integrated approach to prevention ofto exercise coercive powers—in other words to ask questions
serious major crime, and in particular, terrorism, we do neednd to ensure that documents are produced and so on. Failure
to have an integrated approach by all relevant state an truthfully answer the questions or to produce the docu-
federal agencies. We also have to have an organisation thaents in itself will be punishable for up to five years or a
can have a single focus on managing all of that. | used to gé&t22 000 fine. However, | am also advised that the evidence
frustrated myself, when you would go to a meeting—andyained cannot be used in criminal proceedings. But those
normally they were in the middle of the year and then agaiprovisions are pretty similar to the old regime under the
just before Christmas—where all the ministers got togetheNCA.
and things were forever being referred back to the senior The Attorney-General has already tabled a detailed second
management group for more information. It could take yearseading explanation and explanation of clauses. We have had
to get just one initiative up. an opportunity to look at that, so | will not spend a great deal
Things have changed now. The world has changedyf time on it. | know that not only our colleagues who are
whether we like it or not. We need to have a commission, wéawyers, but lawyers generally, have argued about the
need to have governments, we need to have agencies, w#ectiveness of the NCA and the erosion of the right to
need to have authorities that are out there, proactively gettingilence and so on. But, as | said earlier, as | see it this bill
on with the job. When | say that, that does not mean thainerely replicates those provisions. It was strongly supported
ministers, particularly premiers and the Prime Minister,and promoted by the federal government. | understand that
should not have an integral role in the protection anda number of amendments to accommodate concerns have
management practices around anti-terrorism initiatives andeen made by the federal government and that all states have
significant organised crime. | am not saying that for oneagreed to enact similar legislation. As | said earlier, there
minute. We need to be able to move faster. While there needsight need to be some technical improvements and, there-
to be checks and balances—and all parliaments need to fere, | advise the house that amendments may be moved in
involved in this—I do not think we can go on with that role the Legislative Council.
model any longer, because while we are mucking around with  The Hon. M .J. Atkinson: Can you foreshadow those?
that old model, procrastinating, the terrorist organisations of Mr BROKENSHIRE: Not at this point. We support the
this world are not just sitting back. They are still very activethrust of the bill. | appeal to people to forget about playing
and, sadly, we are seeing it in different parts of the world orthe political games when it comes to the most important
almost a monthly basis at the moment. matter facing Australia today: its security, its protection and
Earlier criticisms of the NCA are addressed by endeavouiits wellbeing. | hope that people will focus more on the sorts
ing to focus the new ACC on what is called intelligenceof things on which parliaments should be focusing on a daily
gathering, in other words, to investigate and then hand ovdrasis during the debate leading up to the federal election
intelligence to other police forces. In addition, there will berather than playing political games with respect to such
approval for coercive action that will require witnesses toimportant initiatives such as this. As | said earlier, | do not
answer questions or, indeed, to produce documents that mugant to see anyone scared about the world in which we live
be authorised by a board of directors and that board dbday than they have to be. South Australia and Australia are
directors will comprise the police commissioners. | think thatstill the safest places in the world in which to live, but times
is a good initiative. At the end of the day, as members wouldhave changed. They changed not only on 11 September, as
know, if a state disaster occurs (and let us pray that one nevarany people say, when we saw the tragic circumstances in
happens), it is the police commissioner—and rightly so—whdNew York, but the flag was certainly flown right across the
heads all the strategy, work and actions in that regard. Poliogorld as far back as 1995 that al-Qaeda, the Taliban and
commissioners are highly trained in this area and they arethers were going to make life difficult for a number of
very experienced and responsible people. | believe thatountries in the future and, whether we like it or not, they
having them as the board of directors rather than the ministechose Australia as one of those countries.
ial council (as was the case previously), from the point of Whilst | would not reveal anything confidential in nature,
view of getting on with the job more rapidly, is an initiative when | was police minister, certainly well before 11 Sep-
that should be supported. tember briefings were provided to me and my colleagues that
The commonwealth parliament passed the legislation tolearly indicated that we needed to become more vigilant and
establish this new body, which commenced operation on &tep up initiatives to protect the long-term and the short-term
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future of Australia. It gives me pleasure to support thes able to talk to the federal and state police, ASIO, ASIS and
Attorney-General and the government with respect to thigll the agencies that might be involved and take action to
bill. investigate and prosecute breaches of state and federal law.
We have to ensure that South Australia does not become a
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): | support the bill. | haven for such criminal activists in an effort to seek prosecu-
commend the minister's second reading and the contributiotion because our crime prevention and policing agencies are
of my colleague the member for Mawson. This is a necessaiyot up to working across jurisdictional borders.
measure. It has been criticised on the basis that it somehow \What sort of offences are likely to be prosecuted? | look
gives up state rights; that it is somehow an imposition fronforward to the next raft of legislation from the Attorney-
the commonwealth that overruns the state’s constitutional an@eneral that might review some of the offences that exist at
legal authority to go about its business. | do not agree witlpresent under state law. This new terror that we face, this
that view. | am a champion of state rights as much as anyongrganised terror, has many facets to it. The lawyers in this
else in the room, but | think that the challenge we facehouse and the lawyers of the world will argue on all sorts of
requires us to take extraordinary measures. We have to hery well-founded legal grounds that one is not guilty of an
sure that our federal system of government does not open thfence, almost unless one is firing the trigger or throwing the
door not only to organised crime but also to the sort ofbomb. There is a range of penalties from that which might
organised activity that resulted in September 11, the bomkapply to the person pulling the trigger or throwing the bomb
ings in Bali, the train bombing in Madrid and other suchto someone aiding or abetting. | think the aiding and abetting,
tragedies. the assisting and the backgrounding of terrorists and organ-
I know there has been criticism of the former NCA. | alsoised criminals is the area where | think our laws may require
know that, whilst this new commission will pick up many of further review to meet the new challenge, otherwise the
the former roles of the NCA, it has some new responsibilitiesACCC will come up against serious problems. It maybe able
and powers. | know that these new arrangements will make investigate but it will have trouble getting convictions.
the system better, and | accept all that. The act will give the How does that manifest itself on the ground? In classic
ACC certain functions in relation to the investigation of guerilla warfare doctrine there is a fighting force, an auxiliary
offences against South Australian criminal law and also irand an underground. Let me relate that to terrorism because
relation to conducting intelligence operations into certairit applies almost uniformly. In terrorism there is the fighting
serious state offences as well as being empowered torce or the terrorist—the person who may put the bomb on
authorise certain special operations and investigations.  the train here in South Australia; the person who may put the
One might ask why these special operations and investbomb on the aircraft; the person who may assassinate the
gations are necessary. The reason for that is that the challenGensul General; or the person who may physically commit
we now face has changed, and it is most sinister. Many of usome other terrorist act. But there is an auxiliary behind that
grew up during the time of the Cold War. It may seemperson—someone who ferried the gun to its location for its
startling to say it now but they were, in some respectsuse; someone who ferried the explosives or ammunition;
simpler times. There was the Eastern Bloc and there was tl#meone who moved other supplies or other necessaries for
West, which were both armed to the hilt with nuclearthe terrorist act to be committed. | ask: what offence has that
weapons and various activities and operations were takingerson committed?
place during the Cold War which were designed to neutralise Even further than that, there is the terrorist underground
each other. In an odd sense, the whole net effect of that wasetwork that may well already exist in Australia and may well
to maintain world peace. We managed to get through thingalready exist in South Australia: we simply do not know. This
such as the Cuban missile crisis. The concept of mutuallunderground network might be an elderly couple who wander
assured destruction guaranteed that both sides would toe tpast a vulnerable site such as Government House, Parliament
line. In a way, although it created some chaos it also createdouse, the airport, or whatever, to simply report back what
some order. The challenge we face now that the Cold War hakey have seen; simply noting and reporting what they have
ended and now that non-state entities are on the scene—been; providing information; providing a safe house to a
they al-Qaeda, the popular front for the liberation of this onterrorist; providing background informations and briefings;
the liberation of that—means that the law enforcement andnd providing food and sustenance. This underground
legal arrangements we have in place also need to change anetwork is the sea in which the auxiliary and the fighting
evolve. force manoeuvre and swim. | ask how the Australian Crime
More so, because these non-state terrorist entities are nddommission constituted under this act will prosecute people
lining themselves up with organised crime. The links betweervho form part of the underground or the auxiliary, unless the
drugs and terrorism, and organised crime and terrorism, iattorney-General and the government also review a raft of
something | was grappling with and we were grappling withother state laws to ensure they are adequate to gain prosecu-
in the Australian Defence Force in the 1980s. The opiuntions when these people are detected and apprehended.
industry in Afghanistan and the drug trade in South America There will need to be special operations and exhaustive
are tied up, in the South American case, with Contra and witintelligence gathering if we are to win this new conflict into
a range of terrorist organisations in the South Americas anahich we have entered. Some politics will be played with this
right through the Middle East. These terrorist organisationsvhole issue over the next six months, federally particularly.
often raise their funding through illicit activities to do with One side of politics will argue that we need measures such
drugs and other organised racketeering. They are one bas those we are debating now in order to make Australia a
amorphous of terror and organised crime. It is very difficultsafer place and that we need to be tougher on terrorism.
to break them up and separate one from the other. What yoAnother side of politics is likely to argue that we do not need
need is a device as a nation, a device such as that which with toughen up and that existing laws and existing arrange-
be enabled by this act in the form of the Australian Crimements are adequate; that in any event the whole thing was
Commission, that cuts across jurisdictional boundaries; thataused by the fact that we went to war in Iraq and it will blow
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over if we decide to pull out our troops out and apologise to  Bill read a second time and taken through its remaining
terrorists for having gone to Iraq in the first place. Let mestages.

assure you that I am not one of the people who adheres to that Mr MEIER: Mr Acting Speaker, | draw your attention
view. to the state of the house.

The people who will be investigated and prosecuted by the A quorum having been formed:
Australian Crime Commission hate us for what we are. They
hate us because we are a western country; because we are STATUTESAMENDMENT (COURTS) BILL
predominantly a Christian country; because we have stood up .
for the poor people in East Timor in the face of murder and Adjourned debate on second reading.
persecution; because we will stand up for what we believe in; (Continued from 22 March. Page 1540.)
because women have freedoms here that are not enjoyed in
their country; because we represent something they find TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON  (Attorney-General): |
totally abhorrent. You cannot buy safety from these sorts of1ank members for their indication of support for the bill.
people. They will not rest until they have prosecuted theif*lthough indicating the opposition’s support for the proposed
cause. For all those reasons we need this bill. For all thos@Mendments to section 28A of the Courts Administration Act,
reasons we need the Australian Crime Commission with thE!e member for Bragg suggested that some consideration be
powers set out in this bill. You cannot go and hide under &1ven to redrafting the section to accommodate the provision
rock and hope that somehow or other these terroristé’,f information by the Courts Administration Authority by
connected as they will be to these organised criminals, will’€ans other than the internet. She also suggested that some
let you go. In fact, weakness will be pursued by these peop|gon5|derat|on be given to amending the Wrongs Act to update

and we will be hunted down unless we stand up to it. the language of that legislation so that it may deal with new
technologies.

As someone who has involvement in this area, one of the In regard to the amendments to section 28A, the govern-
greatest dangers with policing, intelligence gathering and ent accepts that the authority may, in future, want to avail

defence is duplication, empire building and a silo mentalit;/“ ; S .
in regard to intelligence gathering and policing. | think thiS|tself of technology that will allow for providing information

bill will break down some of those silos. The bill is trying to to the public by means other than an intemet site. However,

give us an Australian Crime Commission that will have thedt this stage, the Courts Administration Authority has told the

support of state and federal legislation; that will have goocgovernment that it intends publishing judgments and

relationships with state police and state agencies, as well ;frﬂglggrﬁzmaﬁsé ?grg?slgtf\rvnh?éﬁ 'Leaeglﬁ'ei?]r;h'srgae%og’
federal agencies; and that will be able to get about making t ’ PP y

streets safer without coming up against the sorts of jurisdic-"~ Honour the Chief Justice, is limited to an interet site

tional barriers that historically have been erected. The key t ;lntz?smseud bgszir:)en ﬁ]u;?gmgh (Ij%fr?tirget?ngc]jz g?rr:eb\/e\;récr)]r S
making it work will be to ensure that tasking does not overla| 99 gges : ; 9
,éAct, | can advise that the government will consider such

nadnendments, although not in the context of this bill.
r The member for Bragg has also asked whether the
ébroposed amendments to the Development Act to allow a
dge to sit with only one commissioner are proposed because
ere are not enough commissioners. | can assure the house
that this is not so. The Environment, Resources and Develop-
ent Court comprises two District Court judges, two District
ourt masters, three full-time commissioners with expertise
challen in the planning field and 26 part-time commissioners with
ge. L . g -
o expertise in areas spanning the jurisdictions administered by
Mr Brokenshire interjecting: the court, including planning, environment protection, water
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: As my colleague the member resources, native vegetation and native title.
for Mawson points out that is why the bill reflects board  pjanning and development matters are the bulk of the
arrangements and interconnections that are designed ¢urt's work. Judges and commissioners dispose of this work
that reason. commissioner sitting alone or a Full Bench comprising a
In summary, | urge the Attorney and the government tgudge and two commissioners. In the planning jurisdiction,
look at other areas of law that may require tightening up tgart-time commissioners will usually sit as part of a Full
ensure that not only the terrorist (the person who fires thBench—that is, there would be one full-time and one part-
shot) but also the others in the auxiliary and the undergrountime commissioner. The decision not to sit two full-time
are apprehended, prosecuted and investigated, and that tt@mmissioners is influenced by the fact that full-time
ACC is free to look at them as well. My view is that those commissioners preside over the vast majority of pre-hearing
people are as guilty as the person who fired the shot. This ionferences, which are compulsory under section 16 of the
a bill that | think the house should welcome. As | haveERD Court Act, thereby being ineligible to hear matters that
mentioned, | agree with its content completely and lookproceed to hearing. Decisions as to the composition of the
forward to its passage into law. bench are therefore not about lack of resources but rather
about the most efficient use of these resources. If full benches
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): lam  were comprised entirely of full-time commissioners, there
most grateful for the opposition’s contribution to this debatewould also be an impact on waiting times for conferences—
The members for Bragg, Mawson and Waite have deliberatecbnferences that are convened as soon after lodgement of an
in a bipartisan way, and | thank them. application as possible to explore possibilities for settling

and to ensure that the Australian Crime Commission
investigations and missions do not duplicate the missions al
investigations being carried out by state police but, rathe
interface with them. The challenge will be to ensure that th
crime commission and the state police force, and the fedeg}#1
police for that matter, do not go around arguing, ‘Thatis m

investigation, you stay out of it’; but, rather, they work out
who will do what and then cooperate to ensure that eac
agency achieves the results required. | think that will be th
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matters in dispute between parties and thus avoiding a formé#he third case involved a packet of items being left on the
hearing. jurors desk at work requesting that he provide an affidavit
The court has provided statistics to demonstrate how it haabout jury deliberations for an appeal. Although none of these
allocated its full-time and part-time commissioners to theincidents resulted in any known physical harm to the jurors,
hearing of planning appeals for the period January 2000 tthey did distress the jurors and their families.
February 2004. These are: of the 214 planning appeals heard, The member for Bragg has also asked about the concerns
130 were presided over by a full-time commissioner sitting referred to regarding the amendments to reclassify offences
alone; nine were presided over by a part-time commissionefgainst section 56 of the Criminal Law Consolidation Act
sitting alone; 14 were presided over by a judge, one part-timggainst children under 12 as major indictable offences. The
and one full-time commissioner. In addition to appealconcerns referred to, namely the impact of the amendments
hearings, the full-time commissioners presided over mosén the number of guilty pleas, were raised during an internal
planning conferences, which resulted in 40 per cent settlingustralian Labor Party consultation on the bill. | can advise
at conference and not proceeding to hearing, and possibijiat the DPP was consulted on the issue but did not think that
influenced the course of some of the further 30 per cent atis would be a problem. | should also stress that these
matters that are settled or withdrawn before hearing. To puimendments have the support of the DPP and the Chief
into context the importance of efficiently managing commis-Magistrate.
sioners, the court has been able to reach its time standards for The member for Mitchell supported the bill but raised two

convening conferences by listing them within four to sixpoints, one of which was about the ERD Court, and | quote:

weeks of lodgement of the appeal. | q dwhv th Id be off hich th
The member has also asked some questions about th cannot understand why there would be offences over which the
; q n. Surt has jurisdiction and which have a greater penalty than the

proposed amendments to the Juries Act—specifically, whahonetary jurisdiction of the court. So, unless | am persuaded

will be done to ensure that jurors are not disadvantaged by thgherwise by the Attorney's reply to the second reading debate, | will
proposed amendment to section 70 that will allow paymentg'0ve an amendment which will increase the general jurisdiction of
to be made direct to a juror’'s employer and the consuItatioigpcgcliré]}?hizogélgggstevﬁiréshuif[ee;g?;itri]]:;ourt has a free hand in
undertaken by the courts on the new procedures to protect the, . . .

identity of jurors. The Sheriff's office has advised that under't 1S @ pity that the member for Mitchell has not lived up to
the new payment procedures no reimbursement will be madys undertaking to wait for his second reading reply, because
to an employer without the signed authority of the juror. The'€ has already circulated the amendments. .
Sheriff's office has also advised on the new procedures about L€t me explain why there are offences over which the
the identity of jurors that there was extensive consultatiod=RD Court has jurisdiction and which have a greater penalty
when the proposed amendments were being crafted. For sorian the monetary jurisdiction of the court. The ERD Court
time jurors have been worried about having their personapas a limited summary criminal jurisdiction for good reason.
details, full name, address and occupation disclosed in opet}‘pstrallan environmental protection laws are largely civil and

court and, on occasions, provided in writing to the accused€gulatory. The main penalties and sanctions faced by
Ms Chapman interjecting: environmental offenders are civil ones, and that is why most

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Yes. After considering the €nvironmental offences are summary offences and the most

research from across Australia and overseas, as well as tgerious ones minor indictable. In its criminal jurisdiction the
views of stakeholders in the South Australian system, thERD Court is, and is intended to be, the equivalent of a
recommendation for amendment was formulated. The Sherifflagistrates Court. The ERD Court tries and sentences very
began a review of the management of the jury system in earfigw defendants a year compared with the Magistrates or
2002 after discussions with stakeholders, including the La#istrict Court and for a limited range of summary and minor
Society. A discussion paper was distributed in May 2002 witindictable offences. It is not experienced in criminal trial
responses requested by the end of June 2002. The paper v4gcedures or in applying the evidentiary rules of criminal
distributed to the following people: judges of the Supremdrials.
Court and the District Court; the Attorney-General; the The court has no experience of, or expertise in, conducting
shadow Attorney-General; the Director of Public Prosecua trial by jury. It has no experience of conducting criminal
tions; the South Australian Bar Association; the Law Societypreliminary hearings. It is not accustomed to applying
the Legal Services Commission of South Australia; thesentencing principles to a wide range of different fact
Aboriginal Legal Rights Movement; former jurors who had situations and offences. The judges of the ERD Court are
undertaken jury service in the preceding three months; ana@ppointed on the strength of their knowledge and experience
divisional heads of the Courts Administration Authority, asof civil environmental law necessary for the court’s primary
well as staff of the authority via the internet. Written function of enforcing a civil system of environmental
responses were received from the Law Society and the Barotection and management. Although classified as minor
Association as well as the Director of Public Prosecutionsindictable, the more serious environmental offences carry
the Legal Services Commission and the Aboriginal Legamonetary penalties that are much larger than usual for this
Rights Movement. These responses and views were mag#assification. For example, the maximum penalty for the
known to the judges when they considered their position. most serious environmental offence is $2 million for a body
Now to the point that the member for Bragg wishes me tccorporate and half a million for a natural person. For these
come to, regarding whether any jurors have been the subjeeffences if the prosecuting authority thinks that the offence
of threats. The Sheriff’s office advises that actual cases dgherits a penalty that will be above the ERD Court’s limit as
threats or retaliation against jurors are rare, but they do occut sSummary court it can prosecute the case in the District
At the time of preparing the discussion paper in 2002, thre€ourt. The District Court has no limit on the monetary
incidents had been reported to the police for investigatioenalty it can impose.
within the previous eighteen months. In two of these cases Of course, what distinguishes environmental offences
jurors had been contacted by telephone at their home, whilleom other criminal offences is that a conviction triggers civil
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orders having a far greater financial impact on the offende€ourt Act, and a further amendment to the Environment, Resources
than the criminal fine. But these orders are not made by and Development Court Act about penalties.

court sitting in its criminal jurisdiction. They are made by the  Motion carried.

ERD Courtin its civil jurisdiction. In this capacity the ERD In committee.

gc(:)tl'm can, in addition to any penalty for contravention of the Clauses 1 to 6 passed.

1. Order the offender to make good any resulting
environmental damage and to take specific action to preven
or mitigate further environmental harm;

2. Order the person to carry out a specified project for the
restoration or enhancement of the environment in a public
place or for the public benefit;

3. Order the person to take specified action to publicis
the contravention and its enwronmentall and other cor!se- ADJOURNMENT DEBATE
quences and any other orders made against the person;

4. Order the person to pay to any public authority costS  The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): |
and expenses it has incurred in taking action to prevent gf,gye:
mitigate the environmental harm or to make good any
resulting environmental damage; and

5. Order the person to pay compensation to any person
who has suffered injury, loss or damage to property as i
result of the contravention or incurred costs and expenses R

taking action to prevent or mitigate the injury, loss the opposition has not yet chosen to use question time to ask

damage. : ; . A -
In addition to any penalty for an offence against the aCtgsenes of questions on the very serious ills in the Family and

Progress reported; committee to sit again.

EUM MARY OFFENCES (OFFENSIVE WEAPONYS)
AMENDMENT BILL

The Legislative Council did not insist on its amendments
éo which the House of Assembly had disagreed.

That the house do now adjourn.

Mr BRINDAL (Unley): | want briefly to grieve about the
torial inThe Advertiser this morning. | was dismayed that
e Advertiser should choose to editorialise on the fact that

the court can order the offender to pay to the Environmen outh Services report. | am absolutely sick and tired of what

Protection Authority an amount that the court estimates to b ldrsp;(r);fisato J%isri;?irsltgtﬂlr'ger? etrrsprggtlsr:golp mg sﬁg}tg Olt)ﬁtotﬁg
the amount of economic benefit acquired by or accruing t%mount Which thev bother to reddansard or accu;atel
the offender as a result of the commission of the offence. Th y y

; . fecord the proceedings of this place, in particular, the
EPA then pays the money into the Environment F)ro'[ecnor&ontributions to debates in this place, is indeed and has for a

Fund. . .
As to his second question, whether it would be possibléonlQj tllzne begn :quesg!ongble. hi . b
for him to use this bill as a vehicle to amend the law relating I rrfzrrfb%?::/(\:/gj:jcl)( njg\lc\ltlt?]rjatt?hte Ilferggtrar;lB?tzstfiger:fggrste
to de facto couples to extend property rights to same se . - . - Y
couples, as a matter of law it would. The government hope ,as for some time be_en raising this and aII_|ed matters. I_ndeed,
however, that the member can be persuaded to refrain fro have had_many discussions (both privately and in the
amber) with government members and my own colleagues

doing this because the government is about to introduceq out this matter, because we realise that this is a growing
comprehensive measure amending more than 60 statutes bblem. The FAYS report was tabled the other day and, as

. N . I
equalise the civil rights of same sex couples with those o - Y h :
opposite sex couples in a wide range— Fhe minister quite rightly said, he was not pleased to table it,

Ms Chaprman interjecting: but I do not think it came as any great shock to most members

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Yes—in a wide range of of the government bench or members on this side of the
matters, including— ‘ house. The fact s that over the last 12 to 18 months we have

Mr H,anna interjecting: all become increasingly aware of what is undoubtedly a very

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Koutsantonis): Order! Itc(;nr%-stglrvrg problem in this state, one which will be difficult
The member for Mitchell is out of his seat. | : I d1k h bers h I
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: —inheritance, compensa- » personally, an now other members have as well,

tion for wrongful death, guardianship, stamp duty, conflic'['shave r_nade a number of _speeches in this plape, wieh
of interest ar?d other mgtters. I WOUFid ask E[)he n)1/ember fo‘rAdVertlser has steadfastly ignored, about the plight of young

Mitchell to bear in mind that, when | announced this in apeople and families in South Australia which have gone

ministerial statement, a number of members of the LiberaieMarkably unreported becaubee Advertiser just did not
ant to know. Then, when a report comes in and they can

opposition announced their opposition to that measure. Th L ) . X
measure will amend the De Facto Relationships Act, amon ad a few statistics a.n.d sext ngAdvgrtlser decides that .
mehow the opposition is negligent in its duty because it

others. The government would like these amendments to ) . . .
es not ask the number of questions which some journalist

made in a comprehensive and consistent way across t determined should b ked. | th littl

statute book, for instance, using consistent terms anB;S deotlerm(ljne sttck)%h szast.e " .flmdn;orelb?n a littie

definitions, otherwise arrangements made now may simpl§)' cd€d and upse € Advertiser In IS editorial believes
at it can set the agenda for the opposition and this parlia-

resultin further amendments shortly. The government hop . o . ‘
to introduce the measure within the next few sitting weeksMent and that it somehow feels that it is the social conscience

Bill read a second time of South Australia. It would have a perfect right to do that if

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General): | It had shown any leadership.
move: TheHon. M .J. Atkinson: It lost that when | left.
Thatit be an instruction to the committee of the whole house on, M BRINDAL: The member for Spence says that it lost

the Statutes Amendments (Courts) Bill that it have authority tothat when he left. | do not know exactly wheniit lost it, but |
consider amendments about the Young Offenders Act and the Youttho remember a time when Adelaide newspapers (notmy
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Advertiser) were famous for taking up issues which theydropped from the shadow ministry. | do not care, because it

thought involved an issue of justice. is about time that we in South Australia stood up and said that
The Hon. M .J. Atkinson: Splatt. the people of South Australia are not getting the calibre of
Mr BRINDAL: Yes, Splatt, and the one before that, thejournalism that they deserve.

Ceduna one which Murdoch took up and nearly got taken. ~ Mr Caica interjecting:

TheHon. M .J. Atkinson: Rupert Maxwell Stuart. Mr BRINDAL: They are being treated like seven or
Mr BRINDAL: Yes, Rupert Maxwell Stuart. eight-year-olds. You go to a journalist with a story and they
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson interjecting: say, ‘We can’t write that story, that's too hard, our readers

Mr BRINDAL: Yes. but Murdoch was the one who Won't understand it Most electors (including those of the

owned the paper and nearly got burnt over it. We are ju ember for Colton) are not idiots, they are not retarded in
having a bit of repartee across the chamber, but the pomt%vlr |r_1tell|g¢nce,hand theg_u?der_?;and a (IjOt mor%tﬁr:aﬂ

that there was a time when newspapers and media outlets/fpVertiser gives t E.m credit for. (_ayhurllj erstand t 3t on
this state, if they thought the parliament was remiss, woulg®Me 0ccasions this newspaper might be concerned more
take up social causes, but that is no longer the case. Now\ifith advertising dollars than with reporting fact, but I will

is difficult to getThe Advertiser to report some of the serious '€2Vve that. _ _

issues of the day. Half the time they cannot be bothered. | ask The other matter to which | would briefly draw the
the member for West Torrens who is in the chair to tell meattention of the house concerns an opportunity which |
whether he can remember the last time fHag Advertiser  Pelieve exists within the Murray Darling Commission. | have
bothered to sit in on a Public Works Committee meeting.been asked about this on several occasions, because | have
They do not bother to attend half of the proceedings of thi§XPressed some concern in a bipartisan way to the minister
parliament, yet they would like the people of South Australig@Pout having a salt slug stored in Lake Victoria simply

to believe that they are the journal of record. because the New South Wales government wanted to get rid
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson: Itis the journal of record, not of some salty water to fill up the lakes. The member for
the journal of record. ' Chaffey’s PA rang and asked me about this. | think one of the

intelligent solutions to this problem would be for the
commission to talk seriously to the New South Wales
overnment, the South Australian government and the

Mr BRINDAL: Hansard will spell it the same way
whether | say record or record. This will make amusing
reading in the future, because readers will not know that w . : S
are talking about the difference in pronunciation. As | say, | ictorian government about a new paradigm in river
was offended this morning by that article because thignanagement. . » .
problem has been raised in this house not once but a number !t S€€ms to be an anachronism of a condition which
of times with very real examples of people having suffereoe?('Sted prior to federation that an area of major storage in our
because of the inadequacies of the current system. | caliggest river system, a whole percentage of it, could in fact
recall—I do not know whether the Attorney was involved— Pelong to the New South Wales government, and that the
when we were in government and the current Labor Party waPmmission only has the top third or the top half. It seems to
in opposition a couple of quite horrendous Family and YoutHN® that in 2004 and the years ahead if we are going to redress
Services cases involving the death of a young child. fhe river system in a holistic way we cannot have someone
remember a couple of cases at least that were raised then@Wning this bit and someone else owning that bit. It strikes

So, to say that the opposition is somehow negligent for ndt’€ that t|:]IS is the right time for the ministers to get together
asking questions on the day after the reportis delivered or t8"d Say, ‘How can we cut some of these old knots? How can
say that this parliament is ignoring one of the most seriou¥/€ manage the whole river system and all the resources as a
issues confronting it is simply not true. It is unfair and unjustSingle entity without in any way trespassing on the sovereign
not only to the opposition but to every member of thisOf hlst(_)rlc rights of New South Wales, Victoria, South
parliament to suggest that we are not taking an issue serioudustralia or any other government? | know the member for
ly, one which is often discussed by me with colleagues of-0lton is a convert through Ticky Fullerton’s bodlater-
both sides of the house. It is discussed in the refreshmefied on the River Murray, as is the member for West Torrens.
rooms, in some of the committees and in general conversgICky Fullerton’s book on the River Murray sets an example
tion, and it is a matter that concerns this parliament. Justhich we should all follow.
becausd&he Advertiser did not get its smart little story or its Motion carried.
two or three paragraphs in which it could underestimate
everything, somehow we are held to account. This will At5.04 p.m. the house adjourned until Monday 29 March
probably get me another article saying that | deserve to bat 2 p.m.
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY The Priority Schools Program will work closely with the District

Director and the Principal to ensure that support processes are
pr%perly coordinated, an that the changes required are monitored
and outcomes reported.
Monday 22 March 2004 School improvement will be designed to suit the developmental
needs of the school community. This may be through
- 1:1 support through a district improvement coordinator,
QU ESTIONSON NOTICE - Acluster based approach where a number of schools with similar
developmental concerns work cooperatively with the Priority
Schools Unit and district officers over time
- or a state wide initiative such as action research through the
SCHOOLS, PRIORITY National Quality Schools Framework which links schools

) ) working on certain improvement projects with other schools
83. and 155Ms CHAPMAN: What is the status and details of throughout Australia.

any program identifying priority schools?
TheHon. PL. WHITE: School and preschool improvement is RAIL LINES
a clear focus of this government and the Department of Education
an_d Child_ren Services. When we came to government | moved 185. Dr McFETRIDGE: When will a transport plan be imple-
quickly to improve DECS's capacity to support schools which, formented and funding allocated to standardise the remaining broad
a variety of reasons, were experiencing difficulty achieving the sortgauge rail lines in South Australia?
of outcomes we would expect in a high quality public education” TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: There are four remaining broad
system. gauge rail networks in South Australia.
The Government indicated that we would: ‘direct new effort to South East
schools in most need’ with “particular emphasis on the early years’  on 12 December 2003, | announced a future direction for the rail
(Labor Party's Policy Commitments 2002). lines in the South East following Cabinet's decision to the former
The community is aware that we are focusing on the areas aovernment's tender process.
literacy and numeracy achievement, student attendance and reten- The Government has resolved to work with the Victorian and
tion. Federal Governments, and the private sector, to get the South East
| have already implemented a number of initiatives that will helpRail network re-opened for business.
school communities, where education results are falling behind, State Government's new approach will open the way for us to
break the cycle of poverty and disadvantage, including: work with the Victorian and Commonwealth Governments on a more
- An extra 160 Junior Primary salaries to sites with junior primarycomprehensive response to the proposed standardisation of the rail
students in most need reducing these class sizes by up to onetwork in the south east of South Australia and the south west of

third Victoria.
The student-mentoring program for secondary school students The Green Triangle Rail Network includes the broad gauge
at risk . i _ railway between Wolseley and Mount Gambier and out to Millicent
Extra school counsellor salaries for primary schools withand the Victorian border, as well as the dormant broad gauge
difficulties and in need of extra support. sections in Victoria that link Mount Gambier to Portland.
Extra speech pathology, psychologists, behavioural specialistgiount Barker and Victor Harbor
and attendance counsellor positions o _ Between Mount Barker and Victor Harbor, Steamranger run a
Targeted resources for schools who were having difficulty inHeritage railway operation. There are currently no proposals for
meeting ICT standards standardisation.
You are also aware of the recent announcement of an addition?rnowtown and Wallaroo

$28.4 million to improve school retention rates as part of our overal

The railway line between Snowtown and Wallaroo, which is
rtially leased by the Lions Club of Yorke Peninsula Rail Inc, is
marily mixed gauge, with a short section of broad gauge only rail

approach to social inclusion.
| am determined to ensure that our resources are used to gain tﬁﬁ

maximum benefit for all of students and therefore build the capaci ine. The Department of Transport and Urban Planning will continue

of all our local communities. . - to liaise with Yorke Peninsula Rail Inc to determine if there is any
You will be aware that schools in need are identified for extrayomand to operate on standard gauge only.

resources by mechanisms such as the Index of Disadvanta : . .
students with disabilities verification and isolated students indeX%eEFﬂgorlgigtAs?gEi‘;ggnvIr%rﬁgirgi]nzndbr?)zzjozsai\g/gu?étwork s the

Further to these mechanisms, the Priority Schools Progra Adelaid t lit wwork and the Australian Railroad
addresses specific issues that need improvement and are identifig@SAcelal g metropcl)(l ?n ne évor y ant tﬁ UBS ralian 3' Irloa
by the school principal and the District Director. This work will >fOUP OWned network irom (awier to the barossa Vvalley,

Balaclava, Burra and Kapunda.

occur within the larger context of supporting systems of schoo . .
9 PP 98y The Department of Transport and Urban Planning currently is

improvement for all sites. . = . e ; =1
The model we are developing in SA will encourage positivemvestlgatlng the option of standardising the metropolitan rail lines.

intervention at all levels of the system. The Priority Schools Program _An important component of any metropolitan standardisation

is premised on the assumption that every school is effective in son;goJeCt is the upgrading of the TransAdelaide tracks with sleepers
areas of its work and struggles in others. This means that no orféat are suitable to be gauge converted. The installation of gauge
group of Priority Schools will be identified. Schools targeted for convertible concrete sleepers on the Outer Harbor line was one of
support will vary depending on the issue. The program direct he first decisions taken by the Government when it entered office.

resources where research and data analysis suggest that focu &gnsAdelaide is developing forward plans for further resleepering

action can make a difference to student learning outcomes. that will be considered by the Government.
Principals and district directors may request intervention and
support to address school performance issues in situations where WATER LICENCE FEES

they believe that is necessary. . o ]
The Priority Schools Program intervention will depend on the  190. Dr McFETRIDGE: How will any dramatic increase in
issues being faced by each school community. In some cases trgnual water licence fees impact the EPA and SA Water?
may require a school review to look more closely at the identified TheHon. J.D. HILL: Water licences authorise the taking and
issue in order to determine what type and level of support is neededse of water from prescribed watercourses, wells or surface water
to effect long-term improvement. The Priority Schools Program willresources throughout South Australia. No annual fees are charged
coordinate the support required to make the biggest difference ttor water licences, however, a fee is charged when applications are
student learning outcomes. submitted to issue new or transact existing licences. Licence fees are
There are a number of areas that may be the subject of inset by regulation and are therefore subject to scrutiny by Cabinet and
provement and would be indicated by school data. These include tHarliament.
professional skills of teachers such as ICT skills, parent or student SA Water would only be impacted by a dramatic increase in
satisfaction levels, staff morale and student achievement anlitense fees if it changed its current licensing arrangement. The EPA
retention levels. is not impacted by increases in water licence fees.
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WATER QUALITY TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: In 2002-03 the Adelaide
Entertainment Centre (AEC) recorded an operating surplus of
192. Dr McFETRIDGE: $416,000.

1. How were the current water quality sampling sites determine®Recovery of Production Costs

in the Patawalonga Lake and along the coastline, who determined The recovery of production costs for 2002-03 was $1,169,000
the sites, what are the individual results, is the testing ongoingigainst $551,000 in 2001-02.

and will the current locations be reviewed? There was an increase from 46 performance days in 2001-2 to 63

2. Isthe Barcoo Outlet performing as it was designed, what havgh 2002-03, with many large scale performance events in the latter
been the results from regular water quality monitoring and what l%ear.

quality of the outlet water compared to normal urban storm waterReview of F & BOperations and Reduction of Costs

TheHon. J.D. HILL: | have been advised: In 2002, Delloite Touche Tohmatsu undertook a review of the
1. The current water quality sampling sites in the Patawalonggood and beverage operations at the Adelaide Entertainment Centre
Lake and along the coastline were determined by an Environmerind found that:
Protection Authority (EPA) assessment of sites that were representa-  The return achieved by the AEC for the food and beverage

tive of lake and beach waters for swimmers. operation is at the higher end of the return and performance of
The water quality sampling targeted storm events as these carry comparable venues.

the greatest pollutant loads. The EPA considers that sufficient data The return being achieved by the Centre from the food and
has been collected to provide guidance to swimmers following most  peyerage operation is equivalent to, or better than, that which

storms. However future sampling, following large summer storms,  may pe received from an external caterer. (Delloite Touche
will be required to provide guidance for swimmers following such  Tohmatsu - October 2002)’

storms. - ) . _ 2. The three function rooms are used for a range of functions
_Itis not anticipated that the current locations will be reviewed.onq special events including banquets, conferences, trade shows and
It is important to collect samples from the same locations so th eddings. These rooms do not have individual revenue targets, as
results can be compared. staff schedule events in the various spaces so as to maximise total
Monitoring results are attached. AEC income over a particular period.

];2' The EP}A his BE‘Ot resgonlsible for tge _asses_sm_en’;] of the "~ The income stream from the three function venues has increased
performance of the Barcoo Outlet against design criteria, howevegy 35 her cent during the past three years.

it has operated two water quality monitoring programs associate

with the Barcoo Outlet, a targeted program to assess water quality
in the Patawalonga Lake and adjacent beaches and an ambient water NATIONAL WINE CENTRE
quality program. 215. Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: When will the report into the

The targeted program in the Patawalonga Lake and the adjacefihional wine Centre conducted by Ferrier Hodgson's Bruce Carter
beaches following a storm has shown that water quality deterlora\teb'se released?
for a few days. ' .

In the Patawalonga lake the water is unsuitable for recreation ru-lc—g%grc:g'r ﬁ]tgtr': eol\%aEti\c({ngl Wiﬂﬁgégﬁéwgggmﬁégg \t/)i)zlall\g;ter
activities eg swimming for two to three days after a storm. On advic the member for Waite on 16 February 2004
from the Department of Human Services notices have been erect 3 uary :
by local council around the lake advising people not to use the lake
during this time. Similar notices are posted around West Lakes.

Although water quality also deteriorates on the adjacent beach g
following a storm event it is still generally suitable for recreational szt%azliaanvrluHeAuernl ILJ%NOZS'(\)/IS,ITH With respect to the South
use. As a precautionary measure the Department of Human Service¥ 1 Wh S th duction in E f ordi
advises that swimming at the beach should be avoided in discoloured -, ny was fhere a reduction in Expenses from Lrdinary
water after rain. A communication strategy and appropriate signag@C!VII€s . . . .
to this effect has been developed. 2. What additional cleaning and maintenance funding was

Ambient water quality monitoring of the metropolitan beaches@/located to cater for the extra floor space acquired by Museum?
occurs fortnightly over summer and monthly in the winter months. 3 Why did Payments for Administration reducs by $500,0007?
The results show that water quality can generally be classified as 4- Why was there a decline in visitor numbers?

‘good’ for recreational use. 5. Why has the program ‘Out of the Glass Case’ cancelled and

It is difficult to directly compare the outlet and ‘normal’ Will it be reintroduced? o
stormwater quality. Stormwater quality varies markedly depending TheHon. M.D. RANN: | have been advised: i
on the time between storm events, the magnitude of the event, 1. There was not a reduction in expenses from Ordinary

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM

seasonal differences and the nature of the catchment. Activities in 2002-03. The Museum's audited financial statements
indicate that expenses from Ordinary Activities increased by
STAR FORCE, ALLEGATIONS $331,000 in 2002-03.

2. The previous Government failed to make provision for the
202. Mr HANNA: Are the allegations that Star Force Police €xtra costs associated with redevelopment of the South Australian
Officers initiated the disturbance with members of the Gypsy Jokerdluseum. However, the costs are being considered as part of the
Motorcycle Club at Beachport in 2001 substantiated, has there bedirrent Budget process. ) )
any review of Star Force strategy regarding large gatherings since 3. In relation to this matter, | have provided the following
the incident and has any disciplinary action taken against any officénformation in response to your question asked on 12 November
over the incident and if so, what are the details? 2003:

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: _‘In 2002-03, the State Government provided the Museum
1. ‘The Acting Commissioner of Police advises that the  with an operating grant of $7,328,000, an increase of almost
allegation has not been substantiated. $500,000 on the previous year's grant. The 2002-03 grant

2. Star Group works within procedures laid down in the SAPOL  included a wages increment relating to the 2001 Enterprise
Public Order Management Plan. This document relates to handling Agreement and an increase in superannuation charges, as well

crowds and is regularly reviewed. as funding to meet increases in whole-of-government charges due
3. No disciplinary action has been taken against STAR Group to the realignment of baseline electricity charges/supplementation
members or any other police officer for activities at Beachport. and an increase in corporate service charges.
At the same time, in 2002-03, the Museum was required, as
ADELAIDE ENTERTAINMENTS CORPORATION its contribution towards the State Government's agreed savings
targets, to absorb a reduction in its operating grant of $100,000
212. Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: and to forego any indexation for inflation.’

1. When will the Adelaide Entertainments Corporationbeina 4. In relation to this matter, | have provided the following
position to return a dividend, why has the Recovery of Productiorinformation in response to your question also asked on 12 November
Costs tripled in 2002-03 and will the recent review of Food and2003:

Beverage Operations result in reduced costs in the future? ‘Visitor numbers for 2002-03 were 668,045 as compared to

2. What have been the key outcomes for the three dedicated 743,994 in 2001-02. An analysis of visitor attendances under-
function venues—Alchemy, Rubikon and Revelations? taken by the Museum identified the absence of an extended
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Summer Program of free activity ( Out of the Glass Case') asiow also be utilised to assist other areas that would increase the
being the major cause of the decline.’ health and well-being of Indigenous Australians.
5. In2001-02, the Museum received additional once-off funding The Indigenous Medical Scholarship Project now operates
from Arts SA to run weekend programs of free activities as part ohationally, based on the SA model.
its ‘Out of the Glass Case' program from mid-November 2001 to  The Indigenous Medical Scholarship has been allocated $400,000

the end of March 2002. since 1999-2000. In this time 14 Scholarships have been awarded,
comprising:
INDIGENOUS MEDICAL SCHOLARSHIPS * twoin 00-01;
- sixin 01-02; and

’ - sixin 02-03.
218. Dr McFETRIDGE: How much Government funding has sIxan ; - : - )
been allocated to the Indigenous Medical Scholarships Project al]g Two Scholarship recipients have graduated in medicine and five

: p A ; nursing. One Scholarship recipient has transferred to the
many scholarships were approved in each year since 1999-2000 niversity of Newcastle. There are currently seven Scholarship

TheHon. L. STEVENS: The Indigenous Medical Scholarship recipients in SA, with another four allocated for the 2004 academic
was initiated in 1999 for Indigenous students studying the Bacheloyear.
of Medicine/Surgery. In 2001 the Scholarship was extended to cover Other initiatives funded by the Indigenous Scholarships Project
those students studying in the nursing and allied health areas and daave included:

Allocated Funds

Initiative
$15,000 Cardio Vascular Training to Aboriginal Health Workers
$27,000 Training for 11 community people in Port Augusta in Certificate 3 Aged Care, all have graduated
$16,000 Enrolled Nursing Cadets at Coober Pedy Hospital — both graduated
$10,000 University of SA Summer School Program for Indigenous students
$60,000 Aboriginal Health Council for training of Indigenous people in Aboriginal Primary Health Care Certificate
$32,000 Undergraduate Registered Nursing employment at the Port Lincoln
$30,000 Personal Care Training (including disability) in the APY Lands
$20,000 Umoona Community Council — Coober edt Community people training and employment in Alcohol & Other
Drugs and Community Services.
$10,000 Umoona Aged Car 2 Community people trained and employed in Aged Care.
$5,000 Coober Pedy Hosplital community person trained and employed in Aged Care

$30,000 Tutor support — Pika Wiya Learning Centre for 15 Community people studying Enrolled Nursing

5048 134 86 78

HOSPITALS, WAITING LISTS . . .
Serious Criminal Trespass Residence

219. Dr McFETRIDGE: What are the current orthopaedic ~ Postcode 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03
waiting times and lists at the Repatriation General Hospital, Flinders 5040 16 24 17
Medical Centre and Noarlunga Health Centre, respectively, and what 5044 101 138 82
were the comparative details in 1999? 5045 229 236 190

TheHon. L. STEVENS: The median waiting times for Ortho- 5046 89 100 92
paedic Surgery for people on the Surgical Booking List were: 5048 120 103 125

31 December 31 December Property Damage inc Graffiti
2003 1999 Postcode 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03

Flinders Medical Centre 10 weeks 9 weeks 5040 38 43 54

Repatriation General Hospital 8 weeks 7weeks 5044 210 231 224

Noarlunga Health Centre is not part of the Booking List 5045 557 568 565
Information System (BLIS) so no data is available. 5046 350 370 421

January data is not available until the end of February. 5048 356 416 462

HERITAGE LIST SPEED CAMERAS

223. Dr McFETRIDGE: How many buildings were added to 229. Dr McFETRIDGE: What were the top five speed camera
the State Heritage List in 2002-03 and how many buildings wergevenue locations within the boundaries of the Morphett electorate

delisted. ) for each year since 1999-00 and in each case:

The_Hon. J.D. HILL: During 2002-03: (a) how much revenue was raised;

During 2002-03: . (b) how many expiation notices were issues;
11 places were provisionally entered, (c) how many times did the site operate; and
11 places were confirmed, and (d) how many casualty accidents occurred at or near the site?
3 previously confirmed places were removed. TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: The Commissioner of Police advises

that the SA Police computer record holdings are unable to extract
CRIME STATISTICS information on expiation notices issued on electorate basis.

228. Dr McFETRIDGE: What are the statistics for car thefts,
house breaks and property damage in each of the following postcode

26%a2§0—32040,5044, 5045, 5046 and 5048 for 2000-01, 2001-02 and 230. Dr MGFETRIDGE: How many operators staff the

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: The following information is provided: ~ 131444 call centre and how many complaints have been received
Theft of Motor Vehicle regarding service?

131444 CALL CENTRE

Postcode 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 TheHon.K.O.FOLEY: _

5040 9 4 7 1. The SAPOL Call Centre is staffed by 32 full time operators,
5044 67 66 35 12 parttime (0.5 of a Full Time Equivalent) operators and 10 casual
5045 264 215 203  operators. ] )

5046 177 169 109 2. The Call Centre commenced operations in January 2001.

From that time to the present time there have been 10 complaints



1702 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Questions on Notice

regarding service. Onkaparinga, Salisbury, Unley, Yankalilla).
REGISTRATION CONCESSIONS RAPID BAY JETTY

232. Dr McFETRIDGE: Will motor vehicle registration 250. TheHon.M.R.BUCKBY: When will the Rapid Bay
concessions be extended to the long term unemployed? jetty be repaired or upgraded?

TheHon. PL. WHITE: No. To extend benefits further would TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: Public access to Rapid Bay jetty is
come at the cost of revenue to the Highways Fund and Hospitalsvailable for approximately 375 metres. However, due to storm
Fund (stamp duty on Compulsory Third Party insurance) and wouldlamage, access to the outer extremities has been restricted, to
likely need to be recovered through a general increase in registratiaiddress safety concerns.

charges for the general public. A new diver access platform has been constructed to allow scuba
divers to get into the water near the end of the open section of jetty
BOATING FACILITIESFUND rather than swim out from the beach.

) ) ) Transport SA is continuing to have discussions with key
233. Dr McFETRIDGE: Why is revenue being directed from  stakeholders regarding the long term future of the jetty and all

the Boating Facilities Fund to the Boating Industry Association ofstakeholders will be consulted before a final decision is made.
South Australia to fund a book of river and coastal charts when there |t js unlikely that any major remedial work will be done for at

are already two existing books which contain this information?  |east 12 months.

_TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: Approval of funding assistance to However, any emergency repairs will be performed as required.
this project was given base on the recommendations provided by the

SA Boating Facility Advisory Committee, the membership of which PERPETUAL LEASES
represents the broad spectrum of recreational boating interest groups
in this State. 236. TheHon. G.M. GUNN:

It was funded through a Treasury allocation to Transport SAfor 1 = How many applications to freehold perpetual leases were
support of special recreational boating projects; not by the Boatingsceived by 31 December 2003 and when will they be processed?
Levy Fund. o . 2. Will'high rental lessees be able to freehold under the same

|'am advised that only one other publication exists that containgsngitions as low rental lessees and will miscellaneous farming

a similar type of navigation information; this being the ‘River |ogsees be able to freehold under the same conditions as perpetual
Murray Pilot'. However it deals exclusively with River Murray |gggees?

issues, does not contain charts to scale, has no GPS references, NOF e Hon. J.D. HILL:

does it provide emergency service information. 1. The number of applications to freehold perpetual leases that
A series of coastal navigation charts produced a number of yea(§are received by 31 December 2003 was 8,737. They will be pro-
agglbw%e f(_?_rhmerfDepartme_n_t of Marine and H.arbi)ris IS no '0{‘99 essed over a four year period in numerical order, taking into account
iell#orlria?io'n tha? is%vgwrgumtg‘[;?c? copies In circulation containgny jessees' requests for processing earlier or later in the period.
: - S . 2. For perpetual leases where the annual rental is greater than
Riv-le-rh?\/IE?r?it;/ngnlgdéztgtélsi%(\:/l%g?i%r?uﬁlIﬁgtslogevglrlll %%‘g?énbeodth 100, the price to freehold is calculated as 20 times the annual rent.
; : - here an application is for multiple contiguous leases, all of which
modem up to date information, a consolidated volume of usef,,, e the same name and registered interests, the sum of the rental on

friendly maps commensurate with those already produced for th. ; : i 5
eastern seaboard, and will contain scalable maps and charts, as wfh (I)%azsg ?iﬁggﬁﬁéc:(igtleémnltne whether the freehold price is calculat

current navigation hazard information and emergency response” \riccallaneous leases are not included in the discount offer to
procedures. freehold

MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS UNMARKED POLICE VEHICLES
235. Dr McFETRIDGE: How many motor vehicle accidents
and injuries, respectively, occurred in the vicinity of the Anzac High- ,_, % . ; - -
way, Tapleys Hill and Brighton Roads intersection for each yeaﬁgrl%ess’)patrolled the Eyre and Stuart Highways in the previous six
since 2000-01? X : :
. TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: South Australia Police have a total
resultant MLries at tis mtersecton Since 2000 are s ollows:  e€LCoMprising approxmately 850 veficles excluding motorcydles,
of which approximately are unmarked police vehicles. Suc

237. TheHon.G.M.GUNN: How many unmarked police

Property vehicles are subj isti icei
: : ject to use throughout the State assisting police in the
Year daorggge gissléaeléy iﬁﬁjr:ic;uss in’}ﬁlrr;g; provision of essential policing services. A wide range of units
2000 38 6 1 9 including crime, tactical support, inquiry and traffic police have
2001 37 4 0 4 access to unmarked police vehicles. _ _ N
2002 19 5 1 4 Due to the broad complexity of the policing services which utilise
2003 *Not Available 4 0 6 unmarked police vehicles, it is not practical for SAPOL to identify

* ; ; ; : he individual occasions when unmarked police cars patrolled the
At this stage, processing and checking of data is not complet yre Highway or Stuart Highway within the last six months.

SHARED PATHS PROGRAM 241. TheHon.G.M.GUNN: Why was the police car

248. TheHon. M.R. BUCKBY: What funding was allocated operating a speed detection device allowed to park on the median
to the Shared Paths program in 2002-03 and 2003-04 and wh@ifiP opposite the Gepps Cross drive-in on 1 February and under
specific areas were funded? what circumstances are police exempt from parking restrictions?

TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: Shared paths are funded throughthe,  TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Speed camera vehicles are exempt
State Bicycle Fund, which is administered by the transport agenci§om the provisions of Part 12 of the Australian Road Rules, which
of the Department of Transport and Urban Planning. The Statéelate to the restrictions for vehicles stopping and parking. This ex-
Bicycle Fund is a subsidy funding program available to all South€mption was granted on 7 January 2001 by the Minister for
Australian Councils on a dollar for dollar basis. Councils are invitedTransport from the previous Government, pursuant to Regulation 7
to apply for funding for a range of cycling initiatives, including on ©f the Road Traffic (Road Rules—Ancillary and Miscellaneous
road bicycle lanes, off road shared paths, bicycle route signage affoVvisions) Regulations 1999. Therefore, these vehicles are legally

mapping and initiatives to encourage more cycling. parked when acting in that capacity.
In 2002-03 a total of $494,500 was allocated for shared paths in
20 Council areas, (Alexandrina, Campbelltown, Cleve, Franklin ROAD SAFETY

Harbour, Grant, Kingston, Marion, Mitcham, Mount Gambier, )

Murray Bridge, Onkaparinga, Port Augusta, Roxby Downs, 247. TheHon.M.R.BUCKBY: Will a reward system for

Salisbury, Streaky Bay, Tatiara, Tea Tree Gully, Victor Harbor,drivers not involved in car accidents or issued with speeding fines

Wattle Range, West Torrens). within a certain timeframe be implemented and if so, what are the
In 2003-04 a total of $98,000 was allocated for shared paths idletails?

8 Council areas, (Barossa, Mitcham, Mount Barker, Mount Gambier, TheHon.M.J. WRIGHT: In January 2004 the Road Safety
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Advisory Council (RSAC) presented to the Government 25with LPG will be approved. Vehicles currently registered under the
recommendations for a second phase of road safety reforms facheme will have until April 2005 to have the LPG removed, or the
South Australia. vehicle registered fully.

The Council has also identified 13 key road safety issues that it
will further investigate during 2004, including an option to promote DRUG AND ALCOHOL REHABILITATION PROGRAMS
safer and improved driver behaviour through the establishment of

driver incentive programs. 257. Dr McFETRIDGE:
The Council will further examine the merits of an incentive 1. \what is the government's expenditure for drug and alcohol
scheme in South Australia during 2004. rehabilitation programs and facilities, respectively, for 2002-03 and
2003-04?
RAIL TRANSPORT FACILITATION FUND 2. Do drug and alcohol rehabilitation counselling and facilities

) . operating outside of the public health system receive any government
251. TheHon.M.R. BUCKBY: Whatis the current balance funding and if so, what are the current details and future arrange-

of the Rail Transport Facilitation Fund? ments?
TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: The balance of the Rail Transport .
Facilitation Fund as at 31 January 2004 is $7,076,969. I.he Hon. L. STEVENS:
Year Total Expenditure
ROAD SAFETY OFFICERS 2002-03 $22.600,330
252. TheHon. M.R. BUCKBY: Will the Road Safety Officers  2003-04 $23,230,700

from the Driver Standards section at Oaklands Park begin road 2. 39 agencies are funded by the South Australian government
testing vehicles in the next twelve months and if so, what are thé& deliver drug and alcohol treatment and support services. 24 of
details? these are either non-government or community organisations.
TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: My Department has advised methat . It is intended that the non-government sector will develop
the Road Safety Officers from the Driver Standards Group atncreased capacity to respond to alcohol and drug issues over the
Oaklands Park do not road test vehicles and there are no plans fBext 3 years.
them to do so in the future.
The primary function of Road Safety Officers is to audit CANCER PATIENTS
authorised driver licensing examiners.
258. Dr McFETRIDGE: How many young and teenage
ROAD ACCIDENTS cancer patients in the care of the South Australian health system have
been offered placements in clinical trials of new treatments and how
254. TheHon.M.R.BUCKBY: Do all agencies investigating many have participated since 2001?
fatal road accidents consider all factors relating to the state of the TheHon. L. STEVENS: Information on the number of young
road and whether the lack of maintenance has contributed to thend teenage cancer patients offered placements in clinical trials and
cause? participating in clinical trials is currently not collected for the South
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: The Commissioner of Police has ad- Australian health system. Collecting this information would be a
vised that the South Australia Police, Major Crash Investigation Unitmajor undertaking for the State's hospitals, requiring a search of
has a state-wide responsibility for the investigation and preventionasenotes matched to diagnostic and age categories. It is also not

of fatal vehicle collisions. possible to report the number of young and teenage cancer patients
Every fatal vehicle collision is investigated to: who discussed but declined participation in clinical trials, as this is
Identify the cause and reason for the fatal crash in an endeavotipt recorded in individual casenotes.
to reduce or prevent similar crashes in the future. Most young cancer patients are treated at the Women's and

Place evidence before the Court for the offending driving. Children's Hospital (WCH). In 2002-03 there were 154 research
Where it is identified that there may be an issue with road conditiongprojects approved by the WCH Research Ethics Committee. A
signage and/or the surrounding environment, Transport SA or thereakdown into cancer and non-cancer research projects is not
appropriate Local Government responsible for that road is advisedossible with currently collected information. Participants in cancer

Major Crash Investigation Unit has regular meetings withresearch projects may include cancer patients and non-cancer pa-
Transport SA and the Centre for Automotive Safety Researciients. Projects are required to provide an annual report on the status
(CASR) where the investigation of serious collisions are reviewedf the trial but this does not necessarily include numbers of subjects.
and any factors regarding the cause and likely preventative measures
are discussed. ROAD ACCIDENTS

HISTORIC VEHICLE REGISTRATION SCHEME 261. Dr McFETRIDGE: How many road accidents were
reported and how many fatalities occurred in each year since 2000
255. TheHon.M.R.BUCKBY: Will historic vehicles and what has been the impact of the introduction of 50kmh speed
currently fitted with LPG be required to revert to petrol at the end oflimits?

their current registration? TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT: The number of reported road crashes
TheHon.M.J. WRIGHT: The historic vehicle registration in South Australia and number of fatalities since 2000 are as follows:
scheme was introduced in South Australia in 1992 and was develear No. Reported Crashes No. Fatalities
oped in consultation with the Federation of Historic Motoring Clubs2000 40,603 166
SA Inc. It was never intended to include significantly modified vehi-ogg1 40788 153
cles, as the modifications compromised the historic integrity of the, - 40’130 154
vehicle. ' o
In 2002 the Federation approached the Registrar of Moto?003 39,300 (provisional) 156

Vehicles with a view to establishing clear guidelines on what _NOte that the total number of reported crashes for 2003 is

modifications were acceptable for vehicles to be eligible for theProvisional, as final processing and checking of data is not complete.

scheme. Following consultation with key stakeholders‘the Code The firstanniversary of the introduction of the 50 km/hr default

of Practice for Historic Vehicles Prescribed Left Hand Drive SPeed limitin built up areas is 1 March 2004.

Vehicles' was released in April 2003 to recognised motor vehicle _ Since the introduction of 50 km/hr from March to December

clubs. This code provides clear guidelines to assist club members #9003 there were 5 fatalities on 50 km/hr local roads.

establish if a vehicle is acceptable to register under the Scheme.  This is a reduction of 68 per cent compared to the March to
During the consultation process, the matter of LPG conversion®ecember 2002 fatality total on local roads of 12 fatalities.

was discussed. While a consensus was not reached, the Registrar of That figure of 5 fatalities is also 44 per cent below the previous

Motor Vehicles considered that the fitting of LPG compromises theMarch to December 3—year average of 9 fatalities.

historical integrity of the vehicle and, therefore, these vehicles should Preliminary casualty crash data for all local roads with a speed

not be eligible for the scheme. limit of 60 km/hr and under in the Adelaide metropolitan area show
Although there are some vehicles fitted with the LPG that havehat the average number of casualty crashes per month from March

inadvertently been registered under the scheme, no further vehiclés December in 2003 is 19 per cent lower than the average number
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of casualty crashes per month on local roads for the previous 3 years. over a number of adjoining properties;
CHILD CARE - the management of native vegetation to maintain established
grazing patterns;

263. Dr McFETRIDGE: How many childcare centre licences - changes in grazing patterns on properties, including pastoral
were issued by the State Government in each year since 2000 and leases;
what is the average childcare centre capacity? - clearance associated with a program to maintain the biodiversity

TheHon. PL. WHITE: Childcare centre licences are issuedon  values of an area; and
demand by the Department of Education and Children's Services, clearance associated with a pest plant and animal control
provided that services meet minimum regulatory requirements as program.
specified in the Children Services (Child Care Centre) Regulationm summary the changes extend the controls to cover Government

1985. | am advised by my department that: agencies, while providing a complementary process for landholders
In 2000, 5 new licences were issued. that allows for continued operations within agreed management
In 2001, 4 new licences were issued. frameworks.
In 2002, 5 new licences were issued.
In 2003, 19 new licences were issued. 270. TheHon. G.M. GUNN:

The number of childcare centre licences that can be issued is not 1. Are the provisions of the Native Vegetation Act 1991 being
restricted, but the unmet demand for childcare centre places will nanforced by its officers to the extent that they interfere with the daily
be addressed by increasing the number of licensed childcare centreperations of farms and pastoral properties, and what action can be
The shortage of qualified staff is a national issue for the childcaréaken to ensure unreasonable actions by officers do not occur?
sector. At present, 18 per cent of all childcare centres in South 2. When will the membership terms of the Native Vegetation
Australia are unable to recruit the required minimum number ofAuthority expire?
qualified staff. Although it is a federal government funding  TheHon.J.D.HILL:
responsibility, the State government is helping the sector to address 1. TheNative Vegetation Act 1991 like many other pieces of
this shortage by giving childcare workers the opportunity to gainegislation, does place a requirement on landowners across the State,
scholarships to help them to gain their qualifications. to obtain the necessary approvals before clearing any native
In South Australia the current average capacity of a childcareregetation. Like all processes requiring a consent, be it a building
centre is 50 children. In recent years, the Commonwealth has reliegbproval or a change in landuse, the person seeking the approval
upon market forces and growth in the private sector to increase theeeds to undertake appropriate planning consistent with the
supply of centre-based childcare places, but this strategy is failintggislative framework.
to meet continuing strong demand for childcare in this state. In fact recent changes to tiative Viegetation Act 1991, and
I have written to, met with and lobbied the Federal Minister for Regulations have introduced processes that allow for a greater level
Children and Youth Affairs about the issues facing the childcareof flexibility for a number of activities previously requiring a
sector. However, unless the State Opposition changes its position andnsent. These changes allow landowners to plan activities in
joins me in lobbying the Federal Government to change its policiesidvance and, subject to the development of management strategies
in this area, issues such as a shortage of childcare places, high femworsed by the Native Vegetation Council, undertake those works

and childcare staff shortages will not be resolved. without the need for continual referral back to the Council. These
changes provide the opportunity for less involvement in the day to
NATIVE VEGETATION ACT day management of individual properties.

Notwithstanding this, as with any legislative change there is a

268. TheHon. G.M. GUNN: Do the provisions and exemption transition period where the changes need to be discussed with a
criteria of the Native Vegetation Act 1991 apply equally to variety of interest groups. In this regard officers of the Department
Government agencies, employees and private landholders and if nof, Water, Land and Biodiversity Conservation are currently
how is it different? consulting with both industry groups and individuals on a range of

TheHon.J.D. HILL: The Native Vegetation Act 1991 was issues associated with the recent amendments. | am confident that
amended by Parliament during 2002, with the Regulations, includingis consultation process will result in many of the concerns
the exemptions, amended on 25 August 2003. expressed by the Member for Stuart being resolved.

Prior to these changes, works of the Crown were exemptfromthe 2. The Native Vegetation Council, in accordance with the terms
need to obtain a clearance consent. In effect, Government agenciebthe Native Vegetation Act 1991, is appointed for a period of two
were able to undertake programs without taking into consideratiopiears. The last appointment was made on 15 May 2003 and lapses
the impacts of those works on any native vegetation. on 14 May 2005.

The regulation changes of August 2003 require Government
agencies to comply with the clearance legislation. Atthe same time, =~ ENVIRONMENT AND HERITAGE, NORTHERN
it is recognised that the role of the Crown is, in part, the provision REGIONAL MANAGER
of public infrastructure and services. The amended regulations
enable the continued provision of these services through the 271. TheHon.G.M.GUNN: Who is the new Northern
establishment of approved “Standard Operating Procedures” (SOP8egional Manager at the Department's Port Augusta office, what are

Once endorsed by the Native Vegetation Council, SOPs allowhe qualifications of this person and has the role of this position
agencies to manage and implement their works program, without thehanged?
need to seek the approval of the Native Vegetation Council foreach TheHon. J.D. HILL:
project. Consistent with the objectives of the legislation, the SOPs 1. The Regional Conservator of the Outback Region is Mr
also ensure that the impact on native vegetation is minimised and @&aymond John Watkins.
environmental gain is established. 2. Mr Watkins has worked for the Department for Environment

Emergency maintenance works for the continued supply otind Heritage for twenty-four years. He has held a number of Senior
electricity or maintenance of other infrastructure is provided forManagement positions within the Department for Environment and
within the amended regulations. Heritage including those of: Regional Manager, Outback Region

A similar approach that allows landowners to manage their dayrior to the amalgamation of Ranges and Outback Region, Parks and
to day business while still working within the framework of the Wildlife Manager North Region, Operations Manager North Region,
legislation is also reflected in a number of other exemptions adopteegional Manager Far North Region and Regional Manager Lofty
in last year's amendments. Those changes provide for a greater levggion.
of flexibility through the development of management plans. He has worked in a number of locations within the State

As with the Standard Operating Procedures being developed bpcluding the Northern areas of the State, Kangaroo Island and the
Government Departments, the development of a management plénoader Adelaide area.
and its subsequent approval by the Native Vegetation Council allows Mr Watkins has broad ranging experience including: the
landowners to undertake works on their property without the needhanagement of biodiversity, visitor management and development,
for an approval to be obtained on each and every occasion whetwmmunity consultation including significant experience with

clearance may be involved. . aboriginal communities and emergency operations.
~ Examples where a more flexible approach has been adopted 3. Yes, there were previously two DEH Managers working from
include: the Port Augusta Office. Mr Watkins as the Regional Conservator

works by a group of landowners associated with fuel reductiorOutback Region and Mr Arnold as the Regional Conservator Ranges
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Region. Mr Arnold recently retired. Following Mr Arnold's retire- policy. Since 1982 a consistent policy of a minimum of 50 metres
ment, DEH adjusted the boundaries of its Regions in the northerfrom high water mark (or river edge) has been applied to preserve
areas of the State. Mr Watkins now has the additional responsibilitg known and sustainable public waterfront.

for the Northern Flinders District. The Southern Flinders Districtand 2. Work is progressing on the environmental and conservation
Gawler Ranges District have been incorporated into Yorke Midassessment report into the impact of freeholding perpetual leases in

North and West Regions respectively. the Rangelands area of the State and a considerable amount of land
condition assessment has been undertaken. | will contact lessees in
AERIAL SURVEY the Rangelands individually when the work is complete and a policy
position has been established that addresses the fragile nature of the
272. MrsPENFOLD: ) land involved in a responsible manner.
1. Who authorised the aerial survey over the Hundreds of
Addison and Witera on 28 May 2002, and what was the cost and NATIVE VEGETATION ACT

purpose of this exercise?
2. Did the pilot have the appropriate aviation consent and

endorsement to undertake a low altitude flight over these areas? 275. MrsPENFOLD: . .
TheHon. JD.HILL: 1. Why did officers authorised under the Native Vegetation Act

1. Flight details are an essential part of aerial photography and291 enter section 9 in the Hundred of Witera in May or June 2002

the Environment and Conservation Portfolio agencies have no recod did they have the owners consent and if not, why not?
of aerial photography over the Hundreds of Addison and Witera _ 2. Why did officers authorised under the Native Vegetation Act

having been captured by them on 28 May 2002. 1991 enter section 19, 20 or 25 in the Hundred of Addison in May
2. Not applicable. or June 2002 and did they have the owners consent and if not, why
not?
PERPETUAL LEASES TheHon.J.D. HILL:
1. | have been advised that during 2002, officers of the De-
273. MrsMAYWALD: partment for Environment and Heritage received a report alleging

1. Why is a boundary survey required for the issue of a freeholdhat native vegetation had been cleared from portions of section 9,
title to a waterfront property with a boundary at a minimum of 50 Hundred Witera and another section. Acting on that advice, further
metres from the water line, when previously a boundary survey wagvestigations were undertaken that confirmed that vegetation had
not required for a perpetual lease issued to a waterfront property witheen cleared without the consent of the Native Vegetation Council.
a boundary 30 metres from the water line? Acting in accordance with Section 36 of thative Viegetation

2. What is the progress of the environmental assessment iAct 1991 as it applied at the time, and | quote:
determining which perpetual leaseholds will be offered for freehold  “if a person authorised by the Minister (an “authorised officer”)

in the Rangelands area? suspects on reasonable grounds that an offence against this Act is
TheHon. J.D.HILL: being, or has been, committed, the officer may—
1. Any grant of freehold establishes a title under Real a. enter and inspect the land on which the suspected offence is
Property Act 1886 and carries the guarantee of indefeasibility that being or has been committed;

is the cornerstone of the Torrens Title System. A critical elementof b. require the person suspected of committing, or having
that guarantee is that the boundaries of the land described in the title committed the offence, to state his or her full name and usual
are known and certain ie. they are surveyed. In the case of adjoining place of residence.

properties the rationale for this requirement should be obvious, While | understand that the owner of the land in this instance may
regardless of whether the adjoining owner is another person or theot have given his approval to the authorised officers entering the
Crown, as is the case in the waterfront example cited by the Membgaroperty, the Act allows that action to occur.

for Chaffey. In the case of perpetual leases issued und@rtiven 2. The member for Flinders has listed an additional three
Lands Act 1929 and associated Acts, the requirement for boundarysections, sections 19, 20 or 25 in the Hundred of Addison, where the
certainty in waterfront situations is not as great because the Crowsame information is being sought. | am able to advise the House that
is the landlord of the lease and the owner of the adjoining Crowra review of departmental native vegetation investigation files has not
land. Unsurveyed boundaries generally 30 metres from the higldentified any reference to sections 19, 20 and 25, Hundred of
water mark (or river edge) exist in those situations. The matter oAddison. | have sought further information from the Department on
where the boundary is surveyed when freeholding perpetual leasésis particular matter and will advise the Member for Flinders if any
adjoining waterfront Crown land is a matter of Governmentadditional information is discovered.



