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Throughout this process, the government has undertaken
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY extensive consultation with the Adelaide City Council, and
I wish to acknowledge the constructive and positive contribu-
Wednesday 30 May 2001 tions made by the Lord Mayor, councillors and staff of the

. council. The government recognises the need for community
The SPEAKER (Hon. JK.G. Oswald) took the chair at support for any management regime that is implemented.
2 p.m. and read prayers.

A vocal minority has gained the ear of the opposition,
ADELAIDE PARKLANDS which has chosen to ignore the views of the majority of South
» ) ) . Australians who support the government'’s aim to protect the
A petition signed by 1 179 residents of South Australia,zgelaide parklands. For example, a petition signed by 1 211
requesting that the House support the City of Adelaidg,epple requests that parliament preserve the Adelaide
(Adelaide Park Lands) Amendment Bill, was presented by th%arklands for the community’s sporting and recreational

Hon. D.C. Kotz. enjoyment of all South Australians and retain the ability to
Petition received. establish amenities and facilities which promote recreational
enjoyment of the Adelaide parklands through the implemen-
NOARLUNGA HOSPITAL tation of the measures contained in the government’s City of

Adelaide (Adelaide Parklands) Amendment Bill, and reject

A petition signed by 720 residents of South ALIStr"’“"”‘E‘raoposals that would seek to end the use of the Adelaide

requesting that the House urge the government to fun

intensive care facilities at Noarlunga Hospital, was presente!

by Ms Thompson.
Petition received.

rklands for community events and sporting and recreational
ctivities. The petition was coordinated by the South
Australian Sports Federation, which represents sporting
groups with a combined membership of more than 30 000
South Australians who actively use the parklands at the
present time.

A petition signed by 35 residents of South Australia,  The government is still of the view that the Adelaide
requesting that the House urge the government to extend thgrkjands merit the special protection which can be provided
Southlink bus route to include Seeger Drive and Coodepy |egislated recognition of their unique character. Therefore,
Crescent, Morphett Vale, was presented by Ms Thompsonis move forward with this issue it is the intention of the

SOUTHLINK BUSROUTE

Petition received. government to seek the establishment of a select committee
which would assess and report on the long-term protection
ADELAIDE PARKLANDS of the Adelaide parklands as land for public benefit, recrea-

tion and enjoyment, with clearly defined terms of reference.
This will force those who have continually attempted to
thwart the government’s efforts and endeavours to protect the
parklands an opportunity to put up or shut up.

TheHon.D.C.KOTZ (Minister for Local Govern-
ment): | seek leave to make a ministerial statement.

Leave granted.

TheHon.D.C. KOTZ: On 17 September 2000 the
government released a consultation bill to seek public Those opposite will now have to look seriously at the issue
comments on the form and details of legislation proposed foand be part of the solution, rather than sit and shout from the
the future protection of the Adelaide parklands. A total of 102sidelines. It is envisaged that a select committee would,
comments were received during the 12 weeks of consultatiommong other considerations, report on the impact and the
Some 32 letters of support were received from members d&asibility of seeking world heritage status for Light’s vision
the public whose primary interest was the continuing use obf the Adelaide parklands. Before proceeding along the path,
the parklands for sporting or recreational purposes. A total athe select committee would need to consider the process and
68 respondents opposed the introduction of the bill—in mangualifications for state heritage listing.
cases on the basis of provisions which form part of existing

law governing the management of the parklands by the Perhaps by focusing attention on the provisions and
Adelaide City Council opportunities already contained in the government’s consulta-

It is unfortunate that the process of seeking public inpufIon bill, opposition members may gain a}greater understand-
was to some extent hijacked by a vocal minority who ar ng and appreciation ofthe governments attempts to protect
more intent on political point scoring than in protecting the '€ Adélaide parklands. We can only live in hope. Colonel
parklands. Candidates and members of opposition parties diddnt's Vision of Adelaide was a city in a park. That vision
their best to muddy the waters and misrepresent the bill’ as grown and developed to the point that our unique
intent and mislead the public. This government has been tr%afk'a”ds are now b.elng.used as amarketing focus to attract
first to actually take steps— visitors to our beautiful city.

Members interjecting: The parklands are unique to Adelaide. They provide a
The SPEAKER: Order! near-city venue for wonderful events such as WOMAdelaide,
TheHon. D.C. KOTZ: —to legislatively identify— Tasting Australia and the Adelaide International Horse Trials,
Mr Foley interjecting: as well as a picturesque garden setting enjoyed by visitors to
The SPEAKER: Order, the member for Hart! our city and families on weekends. It has been, and continues

TheHon. D.C. KOTZ: —and protect the land that, to be, the aim of the government to protect and preserve the
consistent with Light's vision, is popularly known as the parklands for the enjoyment of the people not only today but
Adelaide parklands. We have been genuine in our attempfsr future generations. It is the government’s view that we
to include the views and aspirations of all South Australiangan and will achieve this outcome with the support and the
who share our desire to maintain this unique heritage. consent of the people of South Australia.
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LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE will bring about savings in a category of administrative
executive positions in the Public Service. Apparently, there
Mr CONDOUS (Coalton): | bring up the 21st report of the are approximately 1 700 of those positions, but there are
committee and move: several categories (medical officers, | think, is one) that are
That the report to be received. treated separately, distinctly and are not part of this Public
. : Sector Management Act proposal. The proposal of 5 per cent
Motion carried. . : .
to which the budget will refer tomorrow seeks to put in place
some savings. Those savings will then be reinvested. One of
QUESTION TIME the areas of reinvestment of the savings will be the employ-
ment of graduates. | mentioned 2% years ago that | was
PUBLIC SECTOR POSITIONS particularly concerned about the age profile of the Public

L Service in South Australia. | said that something had to be
TheHon. M.D. RANN (L eader of the Opposition): My gone to put a better balance in the age profile so that we

question is directed to the Premier. Given that the governmep{eated opportunity for graduates in the Public Service as of
will cut a further 100 public sector positions in Thursday’s g year to bring about the managers of tomorrow.
budget, apparently to pay for the restoration of educationand | fact, | hope that the 600 graduate program we had in

health services it has previously cut— _ place will be complete by 30 June, and 600 new graduates
The SPEAKER: Order! The member is now commenting. || be employed in the public sector in South Australia—an

TheHon. M.D. RANN: —how many people receiving important program in balancing out the age profile. | want to
more than $100 000 a year will the Premier cut from withinyori on that program and continue it, so we are bringing in
his own department, and how many will be cut from theyoyng, talented people who can be the managers of the Public
Departments of Treasury, Finance and Industry and Trad€eryice in the future. This voluntary scheme will be available
g|Ven the massive Increases In eXeCut|Ve pOSItlonS n thqu those Who Want to pursue another Course’ career path or
departments? In the past four years the number of peoplgmply retire. It is an important step to free up and give

employed on $100 000 or more within the Premier's ownfiexibility so that we can restructure the Public Service over
department nearly tripled, from 11 to 31. Over the samg period to meet the needs of the future.

period the number of Treasury employees in that salary range

increased from 10 to 34 while in the Department of Industry STATE ECONOMY
and Trade the number employed on $100 000 or more went
from 13 to 24. TheHon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): Will the Premier please

TheHon. JW. OLSEN (Premier): The Leader of the inform the House about the state’s economic progress after
Opposition’s premise is wrong. This is a voluntary schemeseven successive years of Liberal government, and can the
to be applied across the public sector. It will be up to thePremier comment on the disastrous situation which the

individual— government inherited from the previous Labor government?
An honourable member interjecting: The SPEAKER: Order! The member knows full well he
The SPEAKER: Order! is commenting.

The Hon. J.W. OL SEN: —who seeks to pursue another  TheHon. JW. OLSEN (Premier): | am delighted to
career path or course, or simply retire. An enhanced targetedspond to this question. It is the sort of question the answer
voluntary separation package is available to them. In additioto which members opposite do not want to hear. South
to the 5 per cent saving over the two years, it will be availableAustralia ought to be proud of the way in which the state has
to those agencies to retain those savings. In particular we abeen rebuilding itself, rejuvenating itself—
seeking to create opportunities for young graduates to come Members interjecting:
into the public sector. Because of the age profile of the public The SPEAKER: Order!
sector, about two years ago, | put in place— TheHon. JW. OLSEN: —since we had the worst

The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: government in South Australia’s history which inflicted the

The SPEAKER: Order! The leader will come to order. worst financial disaster of any government in the state’s

TheHon. J.W. OLSEN: What the Leader of the Opposi- history, and the Leader of the Opposition was no less a
tion does not seem to understand is that where there arginister in that government which inflicted that upon South
automatic CPI adjustments over a period of two or three yearustralians. Let us never forget that: the worst government
and you are just under the band of 100 and you go just oven our history was a government in which the Leader of the
the band of 100 it creates this outcome. It is pretty convenierdpposition was a minister. The simple fact is—
for the Leader of the Opposition. He wants to ignore the Members interjecting:
reality of those sets of circumstances. Do you want to apply The SPEAKER: Order! The chair has already called
a no CPI adjustment to any bands in the public sector? If thahe—
is your policy, | would be happy to let it be known amongst  The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting:
the Public Service in South Australia. However, | betitisnot The SPEAKER: | warn the leader, and | caution him
his policy. This is just political opportunism in a question against speaking when the occupant of the chair is on his feet.
today. TheHon. JW. OLSEN: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | can

The Hon. M.D. Rann: Answer the question! understand the sensitivity of those opposite when we take

TheHon. J.W. OLSEN: | have answered the question. them back—

The SPEAKER: Order! The leader has asked his question Members interjecting:
and will remain silent. TheHon. JW. OLSEN: Are you proud of your record

TheHon. JW. OLSEN: | will repeat it. If the leaderis as a Labor administration taking unemployment up to
intent on not listening to or ignoring the answer, | will repeat12%2 per cent? Are you proud of your history of taking this
it. The factis that a 5 per cent reduction on a voluntary basistate to bankruptcy? Is that what you are proud of? Let it be
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known and understood that the Labor Party (in whose The SPEAKER: Order!

government the Leader of the Opposition was a minister) TheHon. J.W. OLSEN: Well, the interjection of the
bankrupted South Australia. It was the Labor Party with themember for Hart—

Leader of the Opposition as a minister that took unemploy- Mr Foley interjecting:

ment to 12.4 per cent in South Australia, and they have the The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Hart.

hypocrisy— TheHon. JW. OLSEN: There is one thing the member
Ms Hurley interjecting: for Hart cannot dispute, that is, unemployment 12.4 per cent:
TheHon. J.W. OL SEN: We heard last night— unemployment 7.3 per cent—five percentage points off
The SPEAKER: Order! Labor’'s unemployment queues. Private sector new capital
Members interjecting: investment is up 25 per cent in the past five years—second

TheHon. J.W. OL SEN: Clearly, the tactics of members only to Victoria in this nation. We had a flight of capital and
of the opposition today are to interject constantly on anya flight of investment. We were not on the radar screens
answers so that there cannot be a flow in those answersuhder Labor. Labor destroyed confidence in this state, and
understand where they are coming from. South Australians lost confidence and optimism in them-

The SPEAKER: Order! | ask the Premier to resume his selves and the future. Might they say what they say but that
seat. Itis very clear to the chair what is happening—I concuwill not put down South Australians. Members opposite
with the Premier—and the scatter gun interjections will ceasenight want to put them down, but we will not let them put
from both sides. If they continue, the chair will be taking them down because the facts speak for themselves. This state

some action. has gone past the bad debacle of the Labor years.
TheHon. JW. OLSEN: | note that Mr Beazley was in
town last night and he, along with the Leader of the Opposi- SEPARATION PACKAGES

tion, had a cheap dinner down the road. Last night, at the

cheap dinner down the road, both the federal leader and the Mr FOLEY (Hart): John, | can tell you there were 250

state leader had the hypocrisy to talk about South AustraliaBusinessmen—

unemployment rate. The Labor Party’s talking about our Members interjecting: .

unemployment rate is akin to Christopher Skase talking about The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Hart will get to

corporate greed. Members opposite are the people who todks question. If he continues that, I will not see the member

unemployment to 12% per cent. It is this government that hat®r Hart and he will start missing questions. o

stripped five percentage points off the unemployment queues Mr FOLEY: They have written you off. My question is

in South Australia—five percentage points off the unemploydirected to the Premier. Given that there will be further job

ment queues. cuts in tomorrow’s budget and that the government spent over
In addition, we have invested in new tourism facilities, $64 million on separation packages to cut 1 500 jobs last

seen major projects go ahead, putin place projects that hay&ar, what will be the cost of separation packages next year;

benefited commuters in our state, as well as putting in plac@nd will the Premier now admit that this is—

community sporting facilities. We are continuing to rebuild  Members interjecting:

our hospitals—some $500 million or $600 million to date and  The SPEAKER: Order! Members on my right will

some $200 million in the future. We have reinvigorated ourremain silent.

education system with Partnerships 21, giving involvement Mr FOLEY: Thank you, sir. If | may start my question

to school councils and parent bodies to make decisions abo@gain.

their schools, and we have incorporated the regions in this. The SPEAKER: There is no need to do that.

Look at the redevelopment taking place in the country and Mr FOLEY: You tend to read questions, but look what

regional areas of South Australia. Whether it is in the Southhappens.

East of the state, the Riverland or parts of Eyre Peninsula, The SPEAKER: Order!

major new developments are being put in place. There is The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting:

economic activity and private sector capital investment. The SPEAKER: Order, the Minister for Water Re-
That is why we are outperforming other states of Australigsources!

in terms of economic growth. But that is not what Kim  Mr FOLEY: My question is directed to the Premier—and

Beazley said last night and it is not what the Leader of the will start again.

Opposition says. This state deserves better than nay saying Members interjecting:

from the federal leader or the state leader. The fact is that Mr FOLEY: Do | get the same protection sir?

there has been a rejuvenation and a rebuilding of our The SPEAKER: Order!

economy. There are 37 000— Mr FOLEY: Thank you: | get the same protection.
The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: The SPEAKER: Order! The member will be cautious in
The SPEAKER: Order! The leader has had a fair go; | reflecting on the chair.

warn the leader for the second time. Mr FOLEY: Thank you, sir. My question is directed to

TheHon. JW. OLSEN: There are 37 000 more people the Premier. Given that there will be further job cuts in
with a pay packet every week in this state than when Labotomorrow’s budget and that the government spent over
left office. The debt has gone from $10 billion under Labor$64 million on separation packages to cut 1 500 jobs last
to about $3 billion under our administration, and now we areyear, what will be the cost of separation packages next year;
reinvesting in the community. It does not take a Kim Beazleyand will the Premier now admit that this is simply a re-
or a Mike Rann to stand up and nay say, criticise, carp andnnouncement of the $20 million scheme that his government
put down this state. The state and its people deserve bettannounced in February this year?
than being put down by Labor. Labor destroyed this state: we TheHon. J.W. OLSEN (Premier): The member for Hart
have rebuilt this state and Labor cannot— has two schemes mixed up. Why doesn't he go back to square

Members interjecting: one and get his facts correct? The honourable member is
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talking about a 1 per cent efficiency dividend gain. | think TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: | will come back to the
that is what the member for Hart might be talking about. Ipoint. The fact is, as the Premier has highlighted, that the
make this point to the leader and the member for Hart: thisninister for unemployment, whose speech Beazley did not
is a voluntary scheme available to public servants under thgay that he was reading, actually presided over 12.4 per cent
Public Sector Management Act who might want to retireunemployment: it is now down to 7.2 per cent. The youth
early or might want to do something else in their life. It givesjobless rate at that time was 40 per cent: the youth employ-
us the capacity and flexibility to bring younger trainees andnent to population ratio is now 4.9 per cent. That compares
graduates into the public sector. Is that what membert 8.2 per cent in Queensland and 5.4 per cent in Western
opposite are criticising: the opportunity for young people toAustralia.
come into the Public Service and to get the age profile right Wwhat can the people of this state expect from a federal
in the public sector? opposition or opposition members opposite elected to these
The member for Hart is currently reading his upper houséenches? Higher taxes, higher unemployment, higher
Hansardreport and is not interested in the answer, havingndustrial disputation—and that is a fact. If what members
done his duty and read the question to the House in questiapposite are doing, as they obviously have been for the past
time—so interested is the honourable member in the questiomeek, is counting the prizes and dividing amongst themselves
and the answer—but tomorrow’s budget will detail a numbervhat they consider will be their ill-gained spoils, | would
of these programs and strategies for efficiency savings to bedvise them to mark well the lessons of history.
putin place to create flexibility in the public sector, to give  South Australia has always been able to recognise a
us the capacity to retain savings in agencies and to put iphoney, and what we have opposite, in the leader’'s own
place a capacity to build on the graduate recruitment prografyords when he interjected today, are phoneys—pure,
that we have putin place. unadulterated phoneys. They do not have even phoney
A number of programs are in place across the publigolicies: they have no policies at all. | believe that the people
sector, each having a different objective—and those obje®f South Australia deserve better.
tives are being met. Let not the member for Hart get up and

say that there is this wielding axe—because there is not. This STATE BUDGET
is a voluntary scheme available for people to take the
initiative if they wish. Mr FOLEY (Hart): Well, they've certainly written you
lot off. My question is directed to the Premier. Will
STATE REVITALISATION Thursday’s budget provide specific detail on an agency—
] o An honourable member interjecting:
Mr SCALZI (Hartley): Will the Minister for Employ- The SPEAK ER: Order, the member for Bragg.

ment and Training advise the House whether South Australia . . S
needs to be revitalised and, in particular, whether there is any, Mr FOLEY: As | said, my question is directed to the

; . . emier. Will Thursday’s budget provide specific detail on
D
trUt-:jr::;ﬁﬁnCI?;mKthggﬁSfte&aﬁih;%rr] ;’;eénnfgfynrﬁgtratesan agency by agency basis of the extra costs of operating

e . . h e government departments as a result of electricity price rises
and Training): This state is already being revitalised. We o¢ petveen 30 per cent and 100 per cent, and how much extra
heard the Premier answer the previous question. To say thfﬁoney has been provided for increased power prices in

I was gobsmacked this morning to read in Advertiserthat Thursday’s budget?

Kim Beazley said, ‘| will revitalise South Australia,’ is to put LN

it very mildly. On behalf of thi§ parliament, | ask yvhat vote s-;gﬁyggegt?g/n g;gfg‘sésrﬁ;ﬁlgt Im?gg;\tnt?; i";t:ﬁgtbtl? dget

of confidence that expresses in members opposite. IthougH‘:rapers tomorrow. The member for Hart has less than 24

that they wanted to win the Treasury benches. | thought the ours: | ask him to keep his patience in check. | see that he

Yéggfrddté))ecsor:] jtt 'ﬁg\? et?ﬁ egc? c\)/r%rig;nnecrg’tglg; hfr'];?{\;]? sfle(;jtev:/?&_‘annm keep his arrogance in check, but perhaps his patience
govern y ight be kept in check for another 24 hours.

He will revitalise South Australia, not the tawdry lot
opposite: he will revitalise South Australia. And why? Where EDUCATION, INVESTMENT
were they? At a $250 dinner for 250 hand chqsen people. \irsPENFOLD (Flinders): My question is directed to
Were they the sub-branch members of Ross Smith or the Sulle Minister for Education and Children’s Services. Will the
branch members of Hart or any rank and file Labor membersgnisier provide details of the government's educational
No, they were carefully chosen for their milking capacity; i estment in the state’s future and in the youth who will take
carefully chosen to suck out the money so that they could g‘?,lharge of South Australia’s fortunes?

some funds for their war chest _ - TheHon. M.R. BUCKBY (Minister for Education and
Mr CONL ON: On a point of order, plainly the minister cpjqren's Services): Misfortune, rather than fortune,

is debating the question. This has nothing to do with UNeMgyrings to mind when | see comments made by the federal
ployment. _ . Leader of the Opposition about education. As was mentioned,

The SPEAKER: Order! | bring the minister back to the at a big end of town dinner last night, he took particular
question. delightin denigrating South Australia and its successes over

TheHon. M .K. BRINDAL: So much for being a party the past four to seven years. Ever a spruiker on low retention
of the people. | advise the House that on Friday | am havingates, he showed his lack of knowledge about the fact that
a breakfast as a wash-up to the budget that is $30 a head, agglcation has changed, that it is no longer a matter of going
any Labor people are welcome to come. from high school to university, as there are far more choices

The SPEAKER: Order! The minister will come back to available and more meaningful options for students to
the question. undertake.
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I have talked in this place countless times about th@3 000. It also targeted cutting 10 000 patients from country
opportunities available to our students in schools today. Thelgospitals. After last year's budget the minister said that he
occur in schools, in vocational education training, in ourexpected waiting lists for elective surgery to increase by
vocational colleges, through our TAFE institutes and througt2 000. Does the minister expect to have that issue redressed
our universities. We have made a very smooth transition frontomorrow?
one level of education through to the next and finally on to Members interjecting:
university to ensure that our young people can move through The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister for Human
smoothly and can get accreditation for previous studieServices.
undertaken at each level. TheHon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Human

Clearly this is something that the opposition has a grea®ervices): The leader can speculate as much as he likes; he
deal of trouble in understanding and finds confusing. But lewill have to wait one more day.
me tell members that students and parents do not find it
confusing at all. Mr Beazley’s brazen solution lies in moving CRIME TRENDS
$100 million from one group to another group and youth are ] o )
again the losers. Let me tell this House one more time slowly: Mr MEIER (Goyder): Will the Minister for Police,

97 per cent of our 15 and 16 year olds and 95 per cent of olfgorrectional Services an_d Emergency Services outline to the
17 year olds are either studying or are employed. That is Blouse the most recent information which shows the long-
fact of which all South Australians should be very proud. term crime trend in South Australia? _

The member for Taylor's regurgitation of AEU claptrap _ TheHon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE (Minister for Police,
yesterday afternoon on retention rates just shows that sheGr rectional Services and Emergency Services): | thank
atrue believer: a true believer of the opposition’s mismanagéhe honourable member for his question because | know of
ment, a true believer of its financial mismanagement. It couldpis interest in community safety. | can outline to the House
not manage as a government, it cannot manage today andfRMe recent statistics that were .re.leased today by the ABS
will not manage in future, either. The member talks ofrela_tm_g to _reco_rded crime statistics. Interestingly, these
averages: | will bet that every South Australian would havestatistics primarily focused on long-term trends. In fact, by
liked at the end of 1993 to have average debt rather than t&@incidence, the trend highlights the years 1993 to 2000, and
colossal debt that South Australia incurred as a result of993 happens to be the year when Labor was finally removed
Labor's mismanagement. from office after destr(_)ymg South A_ustralla.

The member talks about retention rates, as does the leader, These long-term crime trends indicate that there has been
yet they conveniently overlook the fact that 27 per cent of ou@ 900d trend for South Australia in a positive sense for crimes
year 12 students undertake their education on a part- tim@ch as murder/rapes and attempted murder/rapes, sexual
basis, and they are not included in the ABS figures. ThepSsaults, robbery and unlawful entry with intent. For example,
conveniently forget that. When you convert that percentaggtatistics with respect to unlawful entry without intent
to full-time equivalents, we come above the Australianindicate a rate per 100 000 persons reducing from 2846.6 in
average, at some 73.4 per cent. Yet they go on with thi$993 to 2424.0in 2000. In a very large n.umber of areas there
claptrap, hoping that South Australians will believe them, buf® good reductions in long-term crime trends but, of
people—parents and students—know far better. They kno®OUrseé— o
the options they have in education in South Australia and the Mr Atkinson interjecting:
many options that this government has brought to them. ~ TheHon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: | am very keen to talk

Mr Beazley's world beating panacea for South Australiar@Pout a number of points, and | hope that the honourable
schools continues. He wants to give professional developmeftember will listen intently. The government has said that it
to less than half the staff. | ask: what about the other half# not happy about a number of other offences; nor, indeed,
Only 10 000 will receive professional development. We havé'e any of the Labor governments under Bracks, Gallop and
30 000 staff in our department and we will give them allthe rest of th(_em Wlth_respect to offences relgitlng to the theft
professional development, not just half of them. Beazley'®f motor vehicles, minor assaults, and the like.
bus came and went yesterday. It left nothing real behind, only Mr Atkinson interjecting:

Labor’s bankrupt tradition. The SPEAKER: Order! '
TheHon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: Of course, that is why
HUMAN SERVICES, FUNDING we have seen special operations such as Operation Vigil. As

a result of those intense police operations, we have seen some

TheHon. M.D. RANN (L eader of the Opposition): My  significant reductions in car theft. Operation Counteract has
guestion is directed to the Minister for Human Serviceshad enormous success, and the honourable member is
Given the minister’s green book bid for an extra $134 millionacknowledging the enormous success that the police have had
this year, is the minister confident that tomorrow’s budgewith that operation in addressing armed robbery. Of course,
will fully redress the cuts to human services of $108 millionone of the most recent initiatives has been the 330 police
endorsed by cabinet in 1998? The minister will remember afficers directly involved in Metrosafe, to deal with that
presentation to the executive of his department in Augustrime which the community does not like and which the
1998 which detailed cuts to the human services budgegovernment will do everything it can to reduce, and that is
approved by cabinet, of $108 million over three yearswhat | describe as street crimes and minor assaults.
including cuts to hospital growth funding of $30 million. In  Interestingly, in a recent briefing, SAPOL advised me that
1999, the minister announced a cut of $46 million and &t believes that one in five (over 20 per cent) of crimes
reduction of 14 000 hospital admissions. involving theft and break and enters are directly related to

The 2000 budget targeted cutting by 10 000 the numbegither drug usage or drug trafficking. In this House many
of patients treated in emergency departments, the number tifnes recently, and for years now, members have heard the
admitted patients by 4 000 and the number of outpatients bgovernment talking about initiatives and strategies to look at
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combating and reducing illicit drug use and drug trafficking.pressure in emergency departments, and included in that were
But we have heard deathly silence from members oppositextra doctors, extra nurses and the new extended care beds as
until last night. It was interesting how the honourable membepart of emergency departments. Then the press release went
got out and went on the Bob Francis program for an hour, yetn to say that, in addition to that, there would be $8 million
we received no cooperation from the opposition when the year for the extra 200 nurses announced at the time of wage
Premier needed to go interstate to New South Wales to doeegotiations. On top of that, it talked about the extra money
urgent business in the interest of our state—no cooperatiahat would be required for the enterprise bargaining agree-
whatsoever, just political point-scoring. ment over the next three years of almost $200 million for the
But what did come out of last night when the honourablenurses and $110 million for the doctors. They were the
member was on the Bob Francis program? There were twiigures in the press release, so it is very clear indeed. The
key things. First, he is the first member of the Labor Party$15 million was over and above any enterprise bargaining
who has actually said that the 10-plant rule of the 1987 policaggreement or costs over a three year period. It is absolutely
of the Labor Party was wrong. In fact, not only did he say itclear in the statement. It was absolutely clear in what | said.
was wrong, he said it was just ridiculous. But the honourable
member for Spence also said, in response to a comment from DENTAL SERVICES
the interviewer, ‘There are plenty of dreamers in the Labor
Party.’ That is what the honourable member for Spence said. Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): Can the Minister for
Now, | am not sure whether he is talking about the membeHuman Services advise the House of initiatives taken by this
for Elder dreaming about the Senate; whether he is talkingovernment to improve access to public dental services?
about the member for Ross Smith dreaming about becoming The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Human
the Independent Labor member for Enfield; whether he iServices); In last year’s budget, | announced a scheme
talking about the member for Hart dreaming about takingvhereby there would be, first, a very small co-payment for
over the Leader of the Opposition’s seat; or, when it comepeople accessing public dental services. | also introduced an

to crime, whether he is talking about— entirely new scheme whereby the state government would put
Mr CONLON: On a point of order, Mr Speaker. $2 million aside for this year to allow public patients to
The SPEAKER: Order! There is a point of order. access private dentists. The private dentists were doing the
Mr CONLON: The minister is straying from the answer. work on an agreed basis with lower fees as negotiated with

He is bordering on the point of hysteria now. the Australian Dental Association, and there would be a very
The SPEAKER: Order! | bring the minister back to the small co-payment—$10 for full pensioners or 15 per cent of

question now. the cost for part pensioners. It is interesting to see, 10 months

TheHon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE: | come right back to later, how effective that scheme has been. At the beginning
the question, talking about crime—or whether he is talkingof July last year, the waiting list was 98 000; 10 months later
about the Leader of the Opposition being in a dream worldhat waiting list had dropped to 81 300, and that represents
when it comes to the fact that they destroyed this state and l#el7 per cent drop in the waiting list in just 10 months. That
has not said sorry. He had the worst unemployment figureis the first time since 1996 that the number of people waiting
of any senior minister in any government and has not said tfor public dental services in South Australia has dropped.
the community of South Australia that he supports the An honourable member interjecting:
government when it comes to our ‘tough on drugs’ policy of  The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Since 1996, and there has
the dry zone policy. Thatis what he is referring to: the Leadepeen a 17 per cent drop in the first 10 months alone under the

of the Opposition is clearly a dreamer. scheme | have introduced. | also point out that last Friday |
Members interjecting: opened a new public dental clinic at Hindmarsh. This is part
The SPEAKER: Order, the member for Spence! of making sure that there is easier access for people, particu-
Members interjecting: larly in the western suburbs, to public dental services. Itis a
The SPEAKER: Order! superb new facility—next to the old railway station and
opposite the Entertainment Centre—with four dentists, four
NURSES dental assistants and four chairs. We expect to treat 4 000

. ) A, people a year through that new facility, and | would invite all
Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): My question is directed to members of the House to visit it. It is a state-of-the-art dental

gzeog/l m:ﬁfgﬁ fg;ﬂ'lﬂr:?g dslf rv;ﬁgs'mvnoi;\;erplljg:t Osflfggaex?oarfacility that has been established there by the government at
y Y 1075 cost of about $330 000. Through a number of initiatives we
nurses over the next three years relates to the cost of an

Hhve taken as a government, we have quite dramatically

enterprise agreement with current staff? The opposition hgg, o the public waiting list for dental services in this state,
been told that, apart from the 200 new nursing posmon,'e,n particular—

already announced to be paid for by the cancellation of the S

Le Mans car race, the majority of the $200 million announced M$ Stevens interjecting: _

by the minister for nurses relates to the cost of a new TheSPEAKER: Order, the member for Elizabeth!

enterprise agreement, not cutting waiting times or waiting The Hon. DEAN BROWN: There has been a reduction

lists. of 17 per cent in just 10 months, contrary to the prediction
TheHon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Human  made by the member for Elizabeth last year when | intro-

Services): | suggest that the honourable member shouldluced this measure, that it would take 100 years to bring

simply go back and reread what was said. What was saidown the waiting list. In fact, we have knocked almost a fifth

was— off the waiting list in just 10 months. So, one can see that you
Members interjecting: should put no faith at all in any of the predictions made by the
TheHon. DEAN BROWN: Listen carefully. There member for Elizabeth.

would be $15 million of additional funding to ease the = Members interjecting:
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TheHon. DEAN BROWN: Well, the member for do notreach agreement, we will still have the stalemate that

Elizabeth claimed that she— we have had over previous months.
Ms Stevens interjecting:
The SPEAKER: Order! ADELAIDE AQUATIC CENTRE
Mr Venning: She’s dreaming too much. Mr WRIGHT (Lee): Will the Minister for Recreation,

if EheHon. EEAl‘(N B§|OW|L\I: Shehdoes drgan;]a bit. In[f)act,f Sport and Racing clarify whether there is provision in the
If she goes back and looks at the record, the member cHudgetfor the redevelopment of the Adelaide Aquatic Centre
Elizabeth will find that she made a prediction after | had,giimated at between $15 and $30 million. and will the

announced the scheme. So, how could she have possilyje\elopment cover an area greater than that occupied in the
made such a statement when her prediction was made aftgfio|aide parklands by the aquatic centre?

| had announced the scheme and the extra money being The Hon. I.F. EVANS (Minister for Recreation, Sport

provided? | suggest that the member for Elizabeth does doaﬂwd Racing): In relation to the aquatic centre, the member
bit of dreaming, and pretty fanciful dreaming at that. is out of his depth ’

NURSES BARCOO OUTLET

Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): My question is directed to 1 cONDOUS (Colton): Will the Minister for Govern-

the Minister for Human Services. Following the ministers ment Enterprises advise the House of progress on the Barcoo
budget announcement last Sunday about funding for nurseg, et

can the minister confirm that the new enterprise agreement 1. ion M.H. ARMITAGE (Minister for Govern-
with nurses includes new nurse-patient ratios, to come intgy o+ Enterprises): | thank the honourable member for his
effect from August 2002; and, if so, how ”?UCh has _beerhuestion, because this is such an important project for the
factored into forward estimates to fund an increase in th?mprovement of our marine and water environment. As
number of nurses? members will recall, the Barcoo Outlet will provide a pristine
Members interjecting: saltwater environment in the Patawalonga. That will mean
Ms STEVENS: You haven't done it. The opposition has that, once again, it is suitable for recreational port purposes
been told that the new nurse-patient ratio agreement coul@dr the benefit of all South Australians. As | have indicated
require at least an extra 10 per cent or 800 nurses to k@ the House previously, we are looking forward to the milk
employed at an annual cost of between $50 million angarton regatta being regenerated at the Barcoo Outlet.
$60 million. TheHon. M .K. Brindal: I'm building my craft now.
The Hon. G.A. Ingerson interjecting: TheHon. M.H. ARMITAGE: The Minister for Water
The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Bragg. Resources is building his craft at the moment. My office is
Ms STEVENS: Is there a black hole in the next budget? collecting milk cartons, and | know | have identified to the
TheHon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Human Ser- ~ shadow minister for the environment that | look forward to
vices): The member said that the new ratio will come intochallenging him on the day. Barcoo Outlet is just one of a
effect in August next year. When she looks at the budgetange of programs that aims to improve catchment of the
papers tomorrow—and | will not give the figure today—the Patawalonga in particular and the environment in general. |
honourable member will find that there has been a substantiam pleased to announce to the House today that earlier the
additional allocation to health to take account of the enterPremier and | putin place another piece of the environmental
prise bargaining negotiations. So there is a significant amougigsaw, with the Premier's announcement of the $8.5 million
of additional money for both nurses and doctors as part of thigpgrade to the Heathfield waste water treatment plant.
year's budget. In addition to that, there is $8 million to payPlanning for the upgrade is well advanced because, as
for an extra 200 nurses for this coming year, not next yeaMinister for Government Enterprises, | received—
that is in the budget. The cost of that is $8 million. Thatis Mr Venning interjecting:
known, because | included it in the statement that | put out TheHon. M.H. ARMITAGE: It is indeed good news.
on Sunday. If the honourable member had read the statemeAs the member for Schubert says, it is great news. SA Water
she would realise there was a substantial increase in alloceeceived notification earlier this year and notified me of the

tion this coming year, not waiting until 2002-03. standards which the discharge would need to meet, and |
immediately asked SA Water to fast-track the project. Much
HINDMARSH SOCCER STADIUM work has already gone into that planning and work is

expected to commence by the end of this year. The key
Mr LEWIS (Hammond): My question is directed to the ingredient of the discharge, the nitrogen level, is expected to
Deputy Premier, and it relates to the Hindmarsh stadiumdecrease dramatically—well over 50 per cent. The Heathfield
What is the cut-off date of the deal between the City ofwaste Water Treatment Plant upgrade forms a key plank in
Charles Sturt and the government by which time theour total environmental program, which has been of a three
government must accept, stand, deliver and pay for ther four year duration, with all of the pieces of the jigsaw
$1.7 million and three blocks of vacant land; and what willfitting into place.
be the consequences for the government if it does not? I am sure members opposite would recall, but justin case
TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Deputy Premier): | do not have they do not—and | know members on this side of the House
the paperwork with me, but | believe the cut-off date isdo—we fixed up the Bolivar Sewage Treatment Works and
agreement by 31 July, with settlement by the end of Augustreated up to $80 million of extra value in the economy for
We need to talk further to the council, because it is a countemnorticulture in Virginia. We fixed up the Christies Beach
offer. It is different from the offer we made to it, but we are Waste Water Treatment Plant and opened up a whole lot of
willing to enter into meaningful negotiations on that. If we land at Christies Beach for irrigation. We are in the process
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of fixing up the Port River and completely stopping dischargeemergency departments included additional doctors and

into the Port River from the Port Adelaide Waste Wateradditional nurses. | then also outlined $8 million to employ

Treatment Plant. an additional 200 nurses. There is a significant increase in
In addition to the Heathfield Waste Water Treatment Planfunding for doctors as part of the enterprise bargaining agree-

announcement, today we also announced a new plant in a nement with additional benefits. | cannot at this stage predict

site using new technology at Victor Harbor, which (as thehow many extra doctors will be engaged over the next

Minister for Human Services frequently reminds us) is thel2 months, but we will have to wait and see.

fastest growing area in South Australia. We also announced

an upgrade of the Glenelg Waste Water Treatment Plant, EUROPEAN WASPS

which will see the nutrient levels being discharged into our

marine environment again dramatically reduced. This is a Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Waite): Could the Minister

program worth a total of $68 million to improve our environ- for Local Government outline to the House how the govern-

ment. Not only are we delivering on our commitment to thement intends to continue the fight against European wasps?

environment, which is so important, but we are also making Members interjecting:

sure that we are doing it at the cutting edge. TheHon.D.C. KOTZ (Minister for Local Govern-
Members opposite have frequently lambasted the Barcoment): | certainly would not dare to say that | am pleased to

Outlet. They have frequently said that it is appalling. Theygive the member a buzz about wasps. Although we have a

have frequently said that it will not work. There have beenserious and significant infestation of European wasps in this

endless complaints about it. Interestingly enough, in casstate, the state government is continuing to support the

members opposite did not know, | would like to inform— eradication programs in conjunction with local government

Ms Key interjecting: programs. This year the state government will provide a
The Hon. M.K. Brindal interjecting: further $250 000 over the next two years to provide some
TheHon. M.H. ARMITAGE: Is the member for Hanson $140 000 to local government programs for the eradication
saying it will not work? of nests. The other portion of that money will continue to
TheHon. M .K. Brindal: Yes. support the research program being conducted by Luminous,

TheHon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | want everyone in the Which is the research arm of the University of Adelaide.
House to know that the member for Hanson has just asked Members would understand that we are not the only
across the chamber, ‘Will the Barcoo Outlet work?’ | amcountry in the world that suffers from this rather insidious
pleased to tell other members of the House—maybe not thafestation. New Zealand has had considerable disturbance
member for Hanson—that within the last week or so Baulderfrom European wasps and has undertaken considerable
stone Hornibrook and Connell Wagner won the 2001 Eurekgesearch, recently developing a chemical that it is believed
prize in the category of innovation in engineering for theirwill be, for the first time, one of the strongest toxins to be
design and construction of the Barcoo Outlet. The Eurek#&ised in destroying the wasps. The researchers at Luminous
prize is described by the Director of the National Museum ofare now looking at that particular chemical. If we can come
Australia as Australia’s pre-eminent national science andip with a solution to eradicate the wasps by any biological
environment awards. factor that may be discovered, obviously that is the main

The people of South Australia have two choices: they cameans of keeping the wasp problem under control.
believe the people who award the Eureka prizes and the Itis a serious matter. Public education programs still need
Director of the National Museum of Australia that the Barcooto be developed and, in conjunction with local government,
Outlet is worthy of a pre-eminent national prize for its design;a major program will take place towards the end of the year
or they can believe the member for Hanson, who, as we awhen wasp infestation is at its highest, namely, January
identified before, had a number of other acolytes down therthrough to March. Itis pleasing to note that local government
with ‘Stop the Barcoo Outlet’ on one side of their protestdoes offer free eradication of European wasp nests when the
banners and ‘Elect Stephanie Key’ on the other side—clearlgommunity identifies that nests are in their area. To add to the
a political protest. Whilst the ALP whinges and whines abouseriousness of the problem, when we conducted one of the
the Barcoo Outlet, it has been recognised and lauded by theajor education programs in 1997-98, the community
cream of Australia’s scientific community. assisted with the identification of wasp nests, and more than

As | have said, that is one part of an environmental® 000 nests were eradicated. The following year that dropped
solution jigsaw, which we have been intent on putting in forto about 3 000 plus. However, in 1999-2000, 6 959 nests have
a number of years, and one of the key strategies announcéeen eradicated. Therefore, the indication is that the popula-
today by the Premier. We are providing a total environmentalions are still there to concern us, and | am quite sure that
solution, unlike that with which the dreamers opposite left usmembers will acknowledge that some $250 000 provided by
that is, a total environmental disaster. the state government to continue to progress these particular

programs is something that the community will welcome.
DOCTORS, FUNDING

_ _ o SCHWERDT LIFTER
MsSTEVENS (Elizabeth): Following the minister's

budget announcement on 27 May that an extra $110 million Mr De LAINE (Price): My question is directed to the
will be spent ‘for doctors over the next three years’, can theMinister for Emergency Services. Why does the government
Minister for Human Services tell the House how many extreor the Department for Emergency Services continue to ignore
doctors will be employed; or does the additional funding onlythe existence of the Schwerdt lifter, a tool designed to easily
cover the costs of salaries and benefits for existing doctorspen water main steel cover plates that are stuck and
under a new enterprise agreement? impossible to remove with conventional methods? | have
TheHon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Human  been informed that lives and property are being put at risk by
Services): First, | indicate that the $15 million for the steel road cover plates becoming stuck with dirt and grime
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and unable to be lifted to gain access to life and propertyindependent, locally produced half hour TV program to show
saving water. Approximately a year ago the tool inventor, Mra positive image of youth. | should have hoped that, in the
Tom Schwerdt, sold one of his lifters to the then headspirit of bipartisanship that the leader espouses, this would
procurement officer of the CFS. That officer undertook tohave universal acclamation from the House.

show the tool to all CFS units in South Australia, but this has Recently, Tania Nugent has been working with Keith

not happened. Conlon on the highly acclaimddirectionsprogram. Other
TheHon. R.L. BROKENSHIRE (Minister for Police,  presenters will be Chelsea Lewis and David Roberts, and
Correctional Services and Emergency Services): |  Savvy TWvill, as | said, cover positive stories by and about

appreciate the fact that the honourable member is makingoung people, entertainment options for young people and
representation on behalf of one of his constituents. Of courségealth and wellbeing issues—
you would not actually believe that anything would happen The Hon. M.D. Rann: Will they have the minister on a
positively in SAMFS if you had to listen to the Secretary of bit?
the UFU and number one ticket holder of the Australian TheHon. M.K.BRINDAL: And it will highlight
Labor Party, but a number of very good things that Mr Doyleemployment and career opportunities and provide advice on
would never tell the community do occur in SAMFS, business. | am not sure whether they will invite the minister
including the fact that | went to Port Augusta and Whyallaon as | am a bit old to be in that age group. Working with
just last week and commissioned two state-of-the-art SAMF$ocal businesses and governmesdyvy TVis in many ways
fire trucks at $420 000 each. a unique television venture. This program represents a terrific
I am pleased to advise the honourable member thajpportunity for young people to have their voices heard in the
SAMFS has acquired 16 of these plate cover lifters formainstream visual forum. At present there are few informa-
incorporation onto the new appliances. It is the government'tion based programs on commercial television in Australia
intention to purchase another seven state-of-the-art MFS fireade specifically for young people. There are even fewer
trucks in the very near future, and | can assure the honourablecally made programs available to young peoglavvy TV
member that they will also be on those new trucks. As we roljoes some way to remedying both these shortcomings while
out new trucks, from the SAMFS point of view those plateat the same time promoting the positive things young people
cover lifters will be part of the equipment. do in our community. | thought the member for Norwood
With respect to the CFS, there are some issues in relatiamay have had an interest in this subject, but | should have
to occupational health and safety with respect to the weightealised.
of these as opposed to the current lifter that the CFS uses, and Savvy TVcomplements a range of youth initiatives the
the fact that within the configuration of the CFS trucks theygovernment has in place for young South Australians,
do not have an opportunity to easily mount them as SAMFSncluding Youth Plus, The Maze web site, the youth register
has with the new design. Having said that, | am prepared tand Active 8 (the Premier’s youth challenge, which is going
look further at this issue because we are very keen to ensuparticularly well).Savvy TWvill screen on Channel 10 with
that whatever is out there and can do the best job to get the first program going to air on Saturday 16 June at 4.30
lids off to enable the key to be put into the hydrant isp.m. | encourage all members of this House to watch it, to
available. We will have a close look at how those 16 areevaluate it and, if it is worth participating in and is to
going with SAMFS, and | will be happy to talk to the continue, | would hope for the fulsome participation of this
honourable member in, say, six months to advise him howhole House into the future so that we can give young people
SAMFS thinks their effectiveness is benefiting the firea positive voice and a positive image in our community
service. because they deserve it.

SAVVY TV

TheHon. G.A. INGERSON (Bragg): Will the Minister
for Youth advise the House what new initiatives the govern-
ment is taking to showcase young people’s achievements and GRIEVANCE DEBATE
help raise public awareness of the positive contributions
young people are making across our state? MsRANKINE (Wright): I hope that tomorrow does not
The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: become D-day for the Golden Grove development, particular-
TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL (Minister for Youth): That ly for the development of the district sports field: D-day as
is a very interesting suggestion. | am pleased to inform thé ‘do it or lose it' day. They need to start development on the
House that the state government has decided to support a néiigtrict sports field or our community will be denied a
local half-hour weekly television program call&avvy TY  significant contribution.
which was launched today. Aimed at 12 to 25 year olds, Members interjecting:
Savvy TWvill be a magazine-style program that examines The SPEAKER: Order, the member for Lee! The
local issues and initiatives with a youth twist. It was creatednember for Wright has the call and | ask members to respect
and produced in Adelaide by Tania Nugent, whom someét.
members in this House may recall as the face behind the MsRANKINE: If development is not started on this
award winning children’s television shadehind the News  project my community will be denied a significant contribu-
which has become virtually institutionalised in the ABC andtion by the state government under its recreation and sports
which has been going since | think even some members wettevelopment project. The district sports field has been
in primary school. subjected to continual delays over many years and it has got
Ms Breuer interjecting: to the point now where it is inexcusable. To use a term my
TheHon. M.K. BRINDAL: Itis nice when a government old father would use, my community now feels that the Tea
supporting youth is accused of propaganda. This is afiree Gully council has had a fair crack of the whip. The
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minister and his department on the face of it have been moiieg the significant upgrading of the Heathfield treatment
than accommodating in trying to encourage the council tglant. | just wanted to express my interest in this particular
pursue the project so that it can access the $75 000 grant.uiork that has been announced and to commend the govern-
will be very difficult for the Tea Tree Gully council to put up ment, and particularly the Minister for Government Enterpris-
an argument about the cost of providing the facilities at thees, for proceeding with this very important project. Members
district sports field if it is prepared to allow this sum of would be aware that, for many years now, | have been hoping
money to slip through its fingers. | hope it does not allow thisand making representation to the appropriate ministers to
to happen and | hope that by tomorrow work has commenceensure that the funding was made available for this work to
that allows them to access this fund. proceed.

Today | would like to make a plea to the Tea Tree Gully The Heathfield Waste Water Treatment Plant was
council to participate in some public consultation in relationcommissioned in 1981 and serves the populations of Crafers,
to the development of this proposal. We know it is lookingStirling, Aldgate and Bridgewater. The current treatment
at another proposed development strategy for that area aptant, of course, discharges treated waste water into the
it has involved the Golden Grove Football Club and theHeathfield Creek, and has been doing so under licence from
Golden Grove Dodgers Baseball Club. Both of these clubthe EPA. This morning both the Minister for Government
are badly in need of home grounds and home facilities, buEnterprises and the Premier announced the major $8.5 million
they are not alone in this. As | have told the House before, wapgrade which, without doubt, will significantly reduce the
have a number of clubs that simply do not have thosamount of nutrientin the treated waste water which, as | say,
facilities. at this stage flows into the Heathfield Creek.

Recently | met with both the Golden Grove Football Club, It will also provide significant benefits to the local
the Golden Grove Dodgers Baseball Club, Northeast Hockegnvironment, including the Sturt River. The good thing about
Tango Netball Club and the South Australian District Netballthis project is that while it is fantastic for the hills it is even
Club and discussed a proposal to establish rather than anore fantastic for the whole of the Patawalonga catchment.
exclusive football and baseball club a combined sports ant is also great news for the gulf. SA Water will implement
social club on the site. Clubrooms will be part of the develop-an environment improvement program (EIP) for the Heath-
ment proposal and this is a unique opportunity that oufield plant, and we were advised this morning that work will
community has to develop a facility that truly caters for allcommence in November this year. The upgrade follows
supporting diversity throughout our community. recent agreement with the Environment Protection Agency

These clubs would have a combined membership in excess treated waste water discharge, quality parameters and
of 4 000 right across the Tea Tree Gully council area. Thizonsultation with the Patawalonga Catchment Water Manage-
is an opportunity, | think, to ensure the financial viability of ment Board. The government, as the Premier has pointed out,
this facility. As | said, rather than the facility being restricted s totally committed to minimising the environmental impacts
to two clubs, there could be access throughout the year, whiadf waste water treatment and disposal. As we have heard
would reduce the financial burden on the football andoday, as a result of a question that was answered by the
baseball clubs, which | understand are expected to providginister for Government Enterprises, SA Water's
$200 000. The facility would provide financial support for $235 million EIP is the largest infrastructure project in this
many clubs that currently have difficulty in fundraising, andstate currently, and it will improve significantly the perform-
it would provide the financial resources to enable clubs t@nce of the four major metropolitan waste water treatment
subsidise sporting activities for children and young people iplants.
our area, making those activities more accessible and As faras|am concerned, itis very good news for my own
affordable. constituents and for my electorate, and it is great news for

It would also provide an opportunity for young people to South Australia. | am delighted that Heathfield is to be
have access to a wider range of sporting activities andncluded under that environmental improvement umbrella,
hopefully, it would reduce the drop-out rate of teenagersind | am also very pleased that planning for the upgrade is
playing sport by providing a positive social environment. Wenot something that we are talking about in the future, but
could also provide a social environment and social activityrather itis well under way with work expected to commence
where members of the community of all ages could mix andefore the end of the year.
participate in a very social atmosphere. So, there are benefits The upgrade will reduce the nutrient level in the plant’'s
in this proposal for everyone. We know that there is a greatlischarge in the Heathfield Creek, including a tenfold
need for people of all ages to mix, and | have expressed mieduction in phosphorus, and will also increase the plant’s
concerns on a number of occasions about separating our agapacity to cater for an ongoing additional 150 to 200 new
groups. sewer connections each year. | am also hopeful that the plant

It is vitally important for our community to have the will now be able to be used even more than is currently the
opportunity to develop this facility. | have taken this issue tocase with some of the waste from the wineries in the Adelaide
the Tea Tree Gully council and the mayor as a matter oHills being discharged through that treatment plant as well.
urgency on two occasions. | have urged the mayor to me@o, it is a great outcome for the local community, for the
with these clubs to discuss an in-principle agreement we hawaiburbs downstream through which the Sturt Creek passes,
to develop a combined social and sporting club. | understanfibr the entire Onkaparinga catchment, and for the gulf, and
that, only this morning, my office received a telephone call am delighted that | have been associated with this project.
from the mayor wanting to meet with me, excluding the
clubs. This is not good enough. We need to get together and Mr CLARKE (Ross Smith): | rise with respect to an
work towards providing a proper facility for everyone. issue concerning the parents, students and staff of the St

Paul’s Lutheran Church primary school in Audrey Avenue,

TheHon. D.C. WOTTON (Heysen): Today, both the Blair Athol, in my electorate. For the last two years | have

Premier and the minister have made announcements regataeen seeking on behalf of the school community the installa-
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tion of traffic lights at the intersection of Main North Road in his own electorate that he is spending half his time

and Audrey Avenue, Blair Athol. Many of the schoolchildren involved in union elections and campaigning. Another part

and their parents have to cross Main North Road into Audref his activities involves campaigning against the member for

Avenue to get to the school. On a number of occasions thef@oss Smith. | thought | should bring members of the House

have been near miss motor vehicle accidents, as well as nagp to date with some of the member’s antics. Of course, in

miss accidents involving pedestrians having to cross Maithis exercise he is aided and abetted by the member for Peake

North Road, particularly during peak hours. and the silent member for Playford—I repeat, the silent
When | last raised this matter with the Minister for member for Playford.

Transport a little more than 12 months ago, the response from In the mail today, | received a letter dated 26 May. It

the minister’'s department was that the Department ofeads:

Transport had taken a traffic count and a pedestrian count and pear Fellow Unionist: For the past few months there has been a

had concluded following that that there was not sufficientconcerted campaign waged by a few disgruntled Australian Workers’

pedestrian or vehicular traffic to warrant the installation ofUnion employees and their cohosts. . .

traffic lights. Of course, the answer is quite simple: there id take it that the cohorts are those who have been organised

not much in the way of pedestrian traffic at the momentoy the member for Spence—

because you cannot cross Main North Road safely, particulagyainst the Branch Secretary Wayne Hanson and by implication

ly during peak hours. It does not take an Einstein to work oubther Union officials and Union employees. With the use of items
that one. in theAdvertiserand leaflets they have sought to undermine the faith

; (PR NI of "rank and file" members in the present officials, by making claims
The fact is that the community is not giving it away, andof fraudulent altering of Union membership records. When this claim

recently in parliament | submitted a petition signed by nearlyyas shown to be faise, they switched to attacking the Union finances,
1 000 residents, not only the parents of the students attendiragd alleging the Union was "broke".

that school but also a number of residents who live in and  1js has been signed by a life member of the Australian
around it. A number of representations have been made to thgyrkers’ Union. who is personally known to me. This letter

minister, and | sought by letter some six weeks ago to havg jnteresting because the member for Spence cannot deny
a deputation led by me with other members of the schogiat he is involved in this activity. From time to time he casts
community to meet with the minister. | am still waiting for pis activities around the state, involving himself in all sorts
a reply from the minister as to when | might get to see hergs o ctivities. | have in my possession a statutory declaration

Indeed, | have contacted her offic_e, including her_app(_)intwhich is dated 25 May and it is signed by JP No 2174, and
ments secretary, on at least three, if not four, occasions in thgggs:

Iahst two WI?elkﬂs{. al?tdho?lly on one occasion have I had areturn On the afternoon of Saturday 19th May 2001 my Local Member
phone call. 1 think that IS very poor. of Parliament, Mr Michael Atkinson, M.P. called to see me.
This is not a political issue. The federal member formr Atkinson said his visit was to encourage me to vote for Mr Kerry
Adelaide (Hon. Trish Worth) has joined me in urging the O’Connor in the current elections for the Australian Worker's Union.
government to install traffic lights at this intersection. She is‘ahri‘t’ﬁergtﬂgadb?r’ Q?&?iﬁg‘rﬁ’ of the Australian Worker's Union as
fully supportive of it, and | know that she has written to the i '
minister. It is a matter that transcends party politics. It isNow, I am not going to name the person, but | am happy to
about the safety particularly of young children. show this declaration to anyone who is interested. There are
The other issue | would raise with respect to this matte/ISO Similar statutory declarations from his wife and daugh-
is that virtually every primary school that | am aware of in ters. The member appears to have ample time to engage in
my electorate, even ifitis located off a main road, has eithethis sort of activity—l do not know why—rather than
pedestrian traffic lights installed or is near to traffic lights €ngaging himself in representing his constituents. He seems
generally to allow for the safe crossing of students to thos&? have time for other extracurricular activities. | understand
schools, whether they be public or private schools. This is thiat he has been going around the electorate criticising the
only school, to my knowledge, in my electorate that has ngnember for Ross Smith for taking an independent line.
such safety device. | am aware that TransportSA does not N relation to this, it has also been brought to my attention
want to interrupt the flow of traffic along Main North Road: that the member for Spence sent a letter out on 9 December
something like 40 000 vehicles per day, at the very leastl993. This letter has a photo of the member—not a very
travel along Main North Road. However, this is an issue oflattering one but it is a photo of him—and it reads:
safety. ~ Thank you for volunteering to help the Australian Labor Party
Only a few weeks ago, a young child was nearly knockedn Saturday’s State election.
off her feet by a side mirror on a motor vehicle as she was$le goes on to explain why there will be some over-staffing,
crossing the road. It is only a matter of time before someas follows:
tragedy occurs, and then we will have the lights up; then  The second reason is that we would like one of our volunteers on
TransportSA will see that there is a need. It will be far tooeach booth to hand out a second how-to-vote card.
late. | would rather there be slight inconvenience for somey second how-to-vote card! This is Queensland revisited. It
motorists along Main North Road than that there be the risknyst be his section of the AWU—the Queensland one. The

of death or injury to any pedestrian, particularly a primarymember has obviously been well trained by that group. His
school student. This is an issue that my local community afetter goes on to say:

that school will not let rest. This card is Norm Peterson’s Independent how-to-vote. It recom-

mends a vote for Norm Peterson (Independent Labor) in the Upper
TheHon. G.M. GUNN (Stuart): | am pleased to follow House and for me in the Lower House. Norm will not attain a quota
the member for Ross Smith because he has again demonstratthe Upper House. . . If you do not wish to hand out the Norm
ed that he is a very active member on behalf of his constituPeterson card, I quite understand.
ents. That is why | am rather amused by some of the antics My understanding is that endorsed Labor candidates
of the member for Spence, who appears to have so little to dalways support the official team. Here we have it by the



1684 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Wednesday 30 May 2001

member’s own hand; | have a copy of the how-to-vote cardemporarily in motels while crisis workers desperately try to
as well. So, it is all here. He is going out, attacking thefind vacancies in shelters simply because those shelters are
member for Ross Smith for taking an independent line, andhock-a-block with people who cannot be moved into other
probably other members, and yet the member is up to iiccommodation. The situation is not good enough. It shows
himself. | had more to say. a clear lack of care for some of our most vulnerable citizens,
Time expired. women and children. That is something about which this
government should hang its head in shame—a government
MsSTEVENS (Elizabeth): When members peruse that likes to pretend it is doing something about domestic
Hansardtomorrow, | encourage them to look at the answersviolence.
to questions given by the Minister for Human Services today.
I would just like to put on the record the fourth paragraph of Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): Today it is my great
a press release that came out under his name on Sundgigasure to inform the House that, tenders having closed
27 May 2001, as follows: yesterday for the South-East rail upgrading and operation of
In addition to the $15 million for the winter bed strategy— rail services between. Wolseley and Mount Gambier, th?
. . o government has received tenders from no fewer than six
I will read it exactly as it is; it does not make sense— interested companies. When the state government called for
the government an extra $200 million will be provided over the nexiexpressions of interest late last year, there was a considerable
three years for nurses, including 200 new nursing positions, angdmoynt of scepticism. Having received those expressions of
approximately $110 million for doctors. . p . .
interest earlier this year, in February, the government took the
Members will note that there is no mention of $8 million her8decision tothen go to tender to test the Veracity of those who
for 200 nurses as the minister suggested. Any reasonabifad indicated expressions of interest and to find exactly what
person hearing such a thing might expect many millions okort of input they would have on standardisation of the line
dollars for extra pOSitiOﬂS, and we will see tomorrow that thabetween W0|Se|ey and Mount Gambier—and hopefu”y the
is absolutely not the case. other South-East lines—and what sort of freight service and
The main issue | want to raise this afternoon involves armaybe even passenger service those interested parties would
issue | raised in May last year, that is, the issue of women angle able to provide. That is why the government went the next
children who want to escape domestic violence being bookestep of calling for tenders, which, as | said, closed yesterday.
into motels for crisis shelter. They had to do this becausgve have six tenderers, and, after having assessed those
women'’s shelters and refuges were full as a result of a loganders later in the year, the government hopes to take the
jam between those shelters. They were not able to movigext step probably some time around September.
people out of shelters into more permanent Housing Trust The South-East rail network is a broad gauge line and was
accommodation. When | raised this issue last year, | was ablgst used in 1995. It was closed down just prior to completion
to report that about 800 women and children were divertedf the standardisation of the Melbourne/Adelaide rail line. Of
into motel accommodation between September 1999 angburse, it branches off that main Melbourne/Adelaide trunk
March 2000 for up to 10 days at a time. line at Wolseley in the upper South-East. | point out that
At that time we made the point that these are people most/olseley is a small township just a few kilometres the other
at risk. Women in this situation are often depressed, and sonsgde of Bordertown, almost adjacent to the Victorian border.
are on the verge of suicide. Many are left to try to come along’he line runs from Wolseley southward through Frances,
with traumatised children in a confined space with little or noNaracoorte, Coonawarra, Penola and on to Mount Gambier.
suitable facilities. We were saying that placing women inAt Mount Gambier a further branch runs to the west to
those sorts of situations in motels was entirely inappropriatSnuggery and Millicent, and eastwards back across the
and should be avoided. As | mentioned before, the issue is théctorian border to Heywood. Local freight operators have
log jam existing currently in women'’s shelters that cannosuggested that the government should have called for tenders
move people out into more permanent accommodation. | havier opening the line between Mount Gambier and Heywood,
since received information indicating that rather than thisand that would have had the effect of shipping the produce
issue being addressed by the government—what a surpriseef the Mount Gambier area in the lower South-East and
we now know that the situation is much worse. | received gossibly even as far north as the mid South-East via
letter from the coordinator of the Domestic Violence CrisisHeywood to the port of Portland.
Service, stating: By taking the line the government did take in offering rail
The Domestic Violence Crisis Service at times has 20 women iperators the option of putting in a tender to upgrade and
motels staying two to three weeks. Sometimes in this period only ongperate the line for some seven years, we have attracted
vacancy may arise. private investors who would be willing to do that and have
She provides a table of statistics showing that the totahe South-East rail network joined to the national network.
number of nights spent in a motel by people in this situatiorThat would once again provide access for produce from that
for the eight month period from July 2000 to February 2001very highly productive part of the state, the South-East, to the
is 1316 compared to 1243, which was the total for theAustralian rail network. Quite importantly at this time, that
previous 12 months. The issue was raised as a very importanetwork would also allow access to the port of Darwin
issue last year, but nothing has been done, and now we firtrough the new Alice Springs/Darwin railway line.
that the situation is much worse. Of course, this relates back There have been calls for significant works to be per-
to the appalling shortage of housing in our community forformed in the South-East to upgrade our road network. The
those people in need of crisis accommodation. Membersiral boom which we have experienced in the South-East (as
would know that that is the case right across the boardndeed has been experienced in other regional parts of the
However, domestic violence is not a laughing matter: it is astate over the last few years) has seen more freight than ever
most serious matter. As | said before, we have women aniowing on our roadways both into and out of the South-East,
children in the most traumatic of situations being placedand it has put extreme pressure on some of our roadways and
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townships. In particular, | refer to the township of Penola, stances where the licensee could reasonably be
which has repositioned itself in recent times as a tourism expected to know that the use of the card is for that
centre. Penola is a lovely little town situated at the southern purpose, or.

end of the famous Coonawarra vineyard strip. dayNghS'ifs%%ff 8 lines 7 and 8 (clause 16)—Leave out ‘on any one

In recent years, Penola’s residents and businesses havein any one transaction
complained that they are getting between 400 and 600 heavy No. 7. Page 8 (clause 16)—After line 11 insert proposed
vehicles passing through the main street of their small towgubsection as follows: o .
every day. | certainly hope that the successful tenderer will (1a) It is a condition of the casino licence that the licensee

. . must not, on or after the prescribed day, provide, or allow another
be announced in September, that the line to the South-East person to provide, cash facilities on the premises of the casino

will be reopened and that much of the freight which is that allow a person to obtain cash by means of those facilities
currently on our roads and which is overtaxing our road more than once on any one debit or credit card, on any one day.

network will revert to rail, once again making the South-East_ NO- 8- Page 8, lines 18 and 19 (clause 16)—Leave out the pro-

even more viable and benefiting all businesses and residerﬁgs‘gfegﬁﬂgg'g r&g} %gzgs'lfd day’ and insert

in the South-East. This is a great piece of news for the state (a) for the purposes of subsection (1)—the day falling 3
and the South-East. months after the commencement of this section;

(b) for the purposes of subsection (1a)—a day fixed by
proclamation.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON GROUNDWATER No. 9. Page 8 (clause 16)—After line 23 insert proposed subsec-

tions as follow:
RESOURCESIN THE SOUTH-EAST (1a) The Governor may, by regulation, grant an exemption

from subsection (1) for a specified period for the purposes of the

TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Deputy Premier): | move: conduct of a trial of a system designed to monitor or limit levels
That the select committee have leave to sit during the sitting of ~ 0f gambling through the operation of gaming machines otherwise
the House today. than by the insertion of coins.

(1b) Regulations made for the purposes of subsection (1a)
may make provision for the recording and reporting of data in
connection with the trial.

Motion carried.

STATUTESAMENDMENT (GAMBLING (1c) A regulation under subsection (1a) cannot come into
REGULATION No. 1) BILL operation until the time has passed during which the regulation
may be disallowed by resolution of either House of Parliament.

The Legislative Council agreed to the bill with the (1d) The Minister must, within 3 months after expiry of an

RS . ) exemption under subsection (1a), cause a report to be laid before
amendments indicated by the following schedule, to which  poth Houses of Parliament about the conduct and results of the

amendments the Legislative Council desires the concurrence ftrial.

of the House of Assembly: No. 10. Page 8, lines 31 to 35 (clause 16)—Leave out proposed
. .. section 42C.
and’\lig'sé'rt'Page 4,line 6 (clause 2)—Leave outall words on this line No. 11. Page 9—After line 16 insert new clause as follows:
| . : : . Amendment of s. 14A—Freeze on gaming machines
Opé}gtigﬁgnlagggnfec“o” 17A of this Act will come into 17A. Section 14A of the principal Act is amended—

(2) The remainder of this Act will come into operation on a (a) by inserting after subsection (2)(b) the following para-
day to be fixed by proclamation. graph: licati de b h .
No. 2. Page 4—After line 25 insert new clause as follows: (c)an appblcg ion ma te y any other person in
Amendment of s. 37—Application for grant or renewal, or __prescribed circumstances.,; .
variation of condition, of licence (b) by |psertlng after subsection (2) the following subsec-

B6A. Section 37 of the principal Act is amended by inserting tion: 2a) A lati de for th ¢
after its present contents (now to be designated as subsection (1)) (2a) A regulation made for the purposes of
the following subsection: subsection (2)(c) cannot come into operation until

(2) However, the Authority cannot require an applicant the t'g‘e dhas"passdeg d“””? vyhlchfth_ehregﬁlatlon
for renewal of a bookmaker's, clerk’s or betting shop licence, "}alg’ IG.’ isallowed by resolution of either House

or amember of the applicant’s family, to provide or to submit o _k_ar |amefnt. . . , .

to the taking of finger prints or palm prints or to provide or (c) by striking out from subsection (6) 2001’ and substi-

consent to the release of his or her criminal record (if any) if tuting '2003". ‘ ,

the applicant is a person to whom subclause (1), (2) or (3), as_ NO- 12. Page 9, line 34 (clause 20)—Leave out ‘on any one day

the case may be, of Schedule 1 clause 3 applies. and insert: .

No. 3. Page 4—After line 30 insert new clause as follows: In any one transaction . .
Amendment of s. 51—Review and alteration of approved rules, NO- 13. Page 10 (clause 20)—After line 12 insert proposed
systems, procedures, equipment or code provisions subsection as follows: _ o

7A. Section 51 of the principal Act is amended by inserting (2a) The holder of a gaming machine licence must not, on or

before subsection (1) the following subsections: after the prescribed day, provide, or allow another person to

(1aa) The Authority must, in consultation with relevant ~ Provide, cash facilities on the licensed premises that allow a
licensees, review the codes of practice referred to in this Personto obtain cash by means of those facilities more than once
Division at least every 2 years. on any one debit or credit card, on any one day.

(1aab) The Authority must seek and consider written NO. 14. Page 10, lines 14 and 15 (clause 20)—Leave out the
submissions from the public when reviewing a code ofProposed definition of ‘prescribed day’ and insert:

practice under subsection (1aa). ‘prescribed day’ means— _ _
No. 4. Page 7 (clause 14)—After line 10 insert proposed (a) for the purposes of subsection (1)—the day falling 3
subsection as follows: months after the commencement of this section;
(1a) The Authority must seek and consider written submis- (b) for the purposes of subsection (2a)—a day fixed by
sions from the public when reviewing a code of practice under proclamation. = )
subsection (1). No. 15. Page 10—After line 15 insert new clause as follows:
No. 5. Page 7—After line 36 insert new clause as follows: Amendment of s. 52—Prohibition of lending or extension of
Amendment of s. 42—Gambling on credit prohibited credit ) o )
15A. Section 42 of the principal Act is amended by inserting 20A. Section 52 of the principal Act is amended—
in subsection (1) after paragraph (b) the following paragraph: (a) by striking out from paragraph (a) ‘the gaming area on’;
(ba) allow a person to use a credit card or charge card for (b) by striking out paragraph (b) and substituting the fol-

the purpose of paying for gambling or in circum- lowing paragraphs:
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(b) who allows a person to use a credit card or charg€for drawing it to the attention of the Legislative Council—in
card for the purpose of paying for playing the respect of the existing licences for bookmakers and the need
gﬁg%gstrgggg'snxﬁ oo ttu‘; “%‘ngf%gﬁg:?groé%”for bookmakers to be fingerprinted and, further, for informa-
ployee could reasonably be expected to know thation about close associates, | think it is, being removed—is
the use of the card is for that purpose; or a sensible and practical one.

(c) who otherwise extends or offers to extend credit | know that the bookmakers’ league made representation
toegr% el fotrhéhe Dupose :éh?[:‘:g"gg ttﬂgto me and the government. They mounted a very strong case
ﬁcensed prgmi)ées or i%] CirCSmstames where thdhat the people who have existing licences and, in some cases,
holder, manager or employee could reasonably bemay have had licences for 20 to 30 years have been very
expected to know that the credit is to be used forresponsible, corporate citizens. This is a sensible amendment

that purpose,. which, | hope, will receive unanimous support. | do highlight

insggbﬁ%fpaaggnlfﬁé'{;?zgg ﬁg‘érztl (clause 21)—Leave out'bythg o oi that there is a distinction between the casino, gaming
by means other than the insertion of a coin that takes place in various institutions and racing. We should
No. 17. Page 10 (clause 21)—After line 22 insert proposechot just simply lump them all under the one umbrella; we

subsections as follow: should not treat them all exactly the same because they are

(1a) The Governor may, by regulation, grant an exemptiony; o ; :
from subsection (1) for a specified period for the purposes of th%j'ﬁerent forms of gambling; they have a different history and

conduct of a trial of a system designed to monitor or limit levelsCulture and we must recognise that culture.
of gambling through the operation of gaming machines otherwise | conclude by saying that this is a good amendment that
than by the insertion of coins. qiomes back to us. Itis sensible and practical, and | hope that

(1b) Regulations made for the purposes of subsection (1a) : :
may make provision for the recording and reporting of data in is passed in this chamber and, beyond that, | hope the IGA

connection with the trial. does take on board the sentiments of the parliament.
(1c) A regulation under subsection (1a) cannot come into  Motion carried.

operation until the time has passed during which the regulation  Amendment No. 10:

may be disallowed by resolution of either House of Parliament. h e . .
(1d) The Minister must, within 3 months after expiry ofan 1 heHon. J.W. OLSEN (Premier): | move:

exemption under subsection (1a), cause a report to be laid before That the Legislative Council's amendment No.10 be agreed to.
both Houses of Parliament about the conduct and results of the

trial. Mr LEWIS: | urge the House to re-examine the manner
No. 18. Page 10, lines 30 to 34 (clause 21)—Leave out proposeith which it dealt with this matter when we were last debating
section 53B. it and supported it for all the good reasons then advanced by

No. 19. Page 11 (clause 22)—After line 6 insert propose ; ;
subsection as follows: Yarious speakers, not just me. It ensured that those people

(1a) The Authority must seek and consider written submisJikely to acquire a problem gambling habit would be less
sions from the public when reviewing a code of practice undeinclined to do so if having won $500 they were unable either
subsection (1). . tohave the machine give them credits or the establishment
No. 20. Page 15, line 18 (clause 34)—Leave out ‘The and insertiq nay them in coin, such that a very minor change to the
Subject to subsection (3a), the oftware in these electronic gaming devices we call poker
No. 21. Page 15 (clause 34)—After line 19 insert proposeoS - 9 ng P!

subsection as follows: machines would lock up the machine and enable the winner

(3a) An order under this section may not be revoked, or bdo go to the premises’ management counter to advise that they
Va?ed soas to "m'tdm ]?”%’Iwa%'tlszapp"(;ﬁ“on' unless it has beemad won their prize of $500 or more and have that recorded
in force for a period of at least 12 months. : : . : ;

No. 22. Page 18 (clause 49)—After line 34 insert propose ith the machlne unlocked if they still had funds 'ghey wished
subsection as follows: o play with. That $500-plus payment would be given to them

(1a) The Authority must seek and consider written submis4n a cheque.
sions from the public when reviewing a code of practice under  Members will recall that another provision was that
subsection (1). . o _gamblers would be unable to cash that cheque anywhere,
Consideration in committee of the Legislative Council’s certainly not at the premises where the winnings had been

amendments. obtained. | believed the House understood the good sense of
Amendments Nos 1 to 9: doing it that way because the innocent victims of problem
TheHon. J.W. OLSEN: | move: gambling, the children and spouse of the person (if they had
That the Legislative Councils amendments Nos 1 to 9 be agree@ spouse or any children) would be likely to have some

to. money with which to pay bills and buy food next morning

The Legislative Council has indicated a schedule of amendwhen the person predisposed to become a problem gambler
ments to the bill. It is the government’s view that a numbemoke up to find they still had the cheque for $500 regardless
of the amendments will be agreed to, but one will not be. Iof how much they had otherwise lost.
understand that the member for Hammond wishes to debate | thought it was a good idea. The House has thought it to
further in the committee a particular clause which relates tibe a good idea. In the meantime, | understand that the
amendment No. 10. member for Bragg has prevailed upon the member for Hart
Mr WRIGHT: I would like to speak briefly on amend- not to disturb the arrangement that was made in the commit-
ment No. 2 and say that this is a very important amendmentee which the member for Bragg chaired and which was
I will not take up a lot of the time of the committee, but this appointed by the Premier. That committee did not consider
amendment is very sensible. We must make a distinctioany such proposition as was put before the House by me and,
between various forms of gambling. Obviously, checks andnh consequence of its not having, if you like, imagined that
balances need to be in place with any institution involved irsuch an idea might be a good idea, was silent on the question.
any form of gambling. However, something may have slippedt was not as if the committee chaired by the member for
through without our fully realising the ramifications involved. Bragg had a firm view and that it formed part of any deal: it
| believe that the amendment passed in the Legislativeid not form part of any deal because | checked with
Council last night—and | commend the Hon. Angus Redfordmembers of the committee privately.
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The Hon. G.A. Ingerson interjecting: significantly, compounding those logistical problems should
Mr LEWIS: Very good. | thought you were telling me it the cheque be written for $500.
formed part of the deal. | thank the member for Bragg for that  The casino advised me last night that it was unaware that
explanatory interjection. What has happened in the meantintis was happening until the last couple of days and that it
is that the member for Hart, to his eternal shame, has listenegould urgently seek an opportunity to brief the Labor Party,
to the propositions put to him by the member for Bragg—ifas | am sure it would the government, on just what that
he did not indeed connive with the member for Bragg—andneans. The advice, both written and verbal, from this

conned the ALP caucus into backflipping. company was that, particularly with the casino, as each
MsHurley: No. machine would have to be individually reprogrammed there
Mr LEWIS: Yes. was a significant cost to the casino of such a measure.
MsHurley: No. Mr Lewis interjecting:
Mr LEWIS: Why was it in the upper house yesterday that Mr FOLEY: I'm just telling you what they told me.

the Labor Party voted en bloc against it? Mr Lewis: Of course they'd tell you that.
Mr Foley interjecting: Mr FOLEY: Exactly. And they have every right to tell

Mr LEWIS: | am sure you have some plausible explan-me that. One thing | try not to do in this job is become an
ation; you always do have. | remember that when | walkedexpert in everything. Just a couple of things | am an expert
into Minister Arnold's office with half a sheep on my in, | might add, but technology to do with poker machines is
shoulder, pointing our that it was hardly lamb, you said thatertainly not one of them. Anyone whose business we are
it was a stunt because journalists followed me in. Well, I hagsignificantly affecting through the actions of this parliament
not told them | was coming. should be given the opportunity to brief those politicians who

Mr Foley: It was a stunt, Peter. are making that decision.

Mr LEWIS: It was not a stunt. If | had not carried it, it~ In this place today when this is put to a vote we will be
would not have got there and | knew it would be clean aftesupporting the member for Hammond, because that is the
| finished with it—and | could not trust anyone else in thatLabor Party caucus’s position and it will be upheld in the
group to handle it; and | made sure you did not get a chop dffouse today. What occurred last night in the Legislative
it. It was not a lamb. It had yellow fat on it. Yellow fat meant Council was a reaction to the fact that we had to move
it had been through two summers at least and had beconsglickly on our feet to deal with an issue that, according to
lean and then got fat again. It was the carotene that haltis particular company, was going to cause it substantial
remained behind. | know how to count the annual rings. ~ financial costs and logistical difficulties.

One of the annual rings is this desire | have had to make If the honourable member's amendment is successful here
gambling less of a problem for those predisposed to beconteday, it would be my intention to convene a meeting of the
problem gamblers. | invite the member for Bragg and thd-abor caucus and discuss this further with my colleagues, but
member for Hart to say to the House what it is that they hav&ve have not had the chance to do that. If we had the chance
done or failed to do in addressing the same problem areas ft@ debate this bill later this evening | could well have asked
the community and I may respond to any remarks they makdhe party, with my deputy leader, to convene a meeting,

Mr FOLEY: Can | have a slight indulgence, sir, to clarify explain it to my colleagues, and all of us would make a
for the record that a lot of things happen to one in one’dudgment as to whether or not we would support this.
working life. When | was but a ministerial adviser to the  Equally, Sky City Casino, for one, had put a request to me
former Minister for Industry and Agriculture (Lynn Arnold) that it would also like the opportunity to brief the Labor
—and | was only a staffer to the Minister for Agriculture— caucus as to exactly what the ramifications to its business
the sight of a member of parliament, a very senior andvere. My view is that it is entitled to do that and we as
important member of the Liberal Party, walking past thelegislators should be prepared to seek that advice and listen
minister’s office with a frozen carcass of lamb over histo it, so that we can then decide whether we agree or disagree.
shoulder was a little different. | had to look twice to see whatAs | said, the caucus position on our books will be supported
it was that the honourable member was carrying and it waBere in that we will be opposing the Premier’s amendment,
a big sheep. Cameras were following him. | do confess I didvhich is supporting the member for Hammond.
say, ‘I think it's a stunt.’ | am not sure how else one could | am just putting on notice that, if that is defeated, | will
describe it, other than a stunt. It was one of life’s funnierbe asking for our caucus to reconvene some time later today
moments in my time working for Lynn. before this matter goes back to the other place, to give my

In relation to the issue of cashing of cheques, the membeolleagues the chance to do what | have just explained. It is
for Hammond is correct: the Labor Party, or certainly I, as theawfully complicated, not ideal, but it is a fact of life when
shadow minister carrying the bill at this point, was concernedou are dealing with legislation that is changing every day.
to receive advice late yesterday afternoon from Sky City Mr Hanna: What about the consultation process?
Casino, following on from advice we had from the hotels Mr FOLEY: That is another matter for the government
association, that— and Sky City and others to work through. | think that the

Mr Lewis interjecting: member for Hammond must accept that he has brought into

Mr FOLEY: | am explaining, member for Hammond. this place a number of complicated amendments that are by
Very late in the afternoon yesterday we received writtemature difficult to work through and have potentially far-
advice and phone calls from Sky City Casino in New Zealandeaching implications and, given that this is a rather substan-
directly to me, following a briefing that had been provided totial piece of legislation, | think that we have to show some
me and my colleague the Hon. Paul Holloway in anothecaution. As | said, it is not ideal, awfully complicated and a
place from the Hotels Association, explaining the logisticaltad clumsy. That is not something novel to this place, and |
difficulties associated with an amendment that would, firstwould ask the member for Hammond to understand the
require cheques to be written at $1 000 but, then, quit@osition that the Labor Party is putting here today.
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TheHon. G.A. INGERSON: The member for Hammond Mr LEWIS: | am about to do so. You cannot deny that
has not told it as it happened last night, and | think ityou have discussed this with the member for Hart?
important that this House understands how it occurred. First, The Hon. G.A. Ingerson interjecting:

I was advised earlier in the day of the difficulties on thisissue Mr LEWIS: Yes. So to that extent, | was not inaccurate.
as far as the casino was concerned. There are significalttmay be that you were talking to him on other matters
technical issues and, as the member for Hart has said, theglevant to this bill, and not this particular measure. In any
need to be sorted out. In discussion last evening with thease, | commend again the concern which | know members
members of the review committee, | advised them of theof caucus have expressed around the corridors and which has
government’s position and said that we would be opposingeen reflected in the remarks made by the Deputy Leader
this clause but that it is the government’s position to have thiabout ways of dealing with problem gambling and helping if
issue referred to the Independent Gambling Authority so thatot the person going down that slippery slope then at least
advice on how this issue can be implemented is sent back those who are dependent upon them from being so adversely
the parliament as soon as possible. affected. It can be a sufficiently sobering experience if they

The government is opposing only its current implementatake home a cheque for $500 that they would not otherwise
tion, not its long-term position, and the members of thehave had.
review committee accepted that in our discussions last night. The Hon. G.A. Ingerson interjecting:

Itis accurate for the member for Hammond to say thatitwas Mr LEWIS: You want to try to do it another way? |
not previously discussed, and | have never said that it wasvanted to say that, whilst | am not an expert in all things, |

I think that is important also to put on the record. We wantam sufficiently a 19th century amateur, which really means
to make sure that jackpot payment by cheque is implementedpmebody who knows something about what they choose to
but we want to make sure that it can be implemented at thealk about, to know that it is not all that expensive or difficult.
same time across hotels and clubs and also in the casino.  Mr Foley interjecting:

Technically, there is a view that that cannot be done so Mr LEWIS: These days we call it ‘amateur’. The word
easily in the casino. The hotels’ and clubs’ advice to me wakad a somewhat different meaning in the 19th century when
that they would also have some difficulty but for a differentthe Liberal Party was in ascendancy in the United Kingdom.
reason, their reason being one of inability always to havéwill not go into that now, Mr Chairman, as | see that it is not
signatories there. Since there are some difficulties, it wouléntirely germane to this debate.
be in the interests of everyone to ensure that it is referred to My sincere wish is that this measure is reinstated in the
the Independent Gambling Authority. The government hagegislation. It is not expensive. All those machines in the
said that it will do that—it said it in the Legislative Council casino and/or elsewhere are programmed by downloading
and we are making that commitment here again today—anfilom a centrally held handpiece. Some of the older ones
ask that authority to advise this House and the Legislativeimply require a chip to be removed and another one put in
Council on any amendments that may be required, but alsbthat has already been programmed in the same way, and
to advise us on how the technicalities, in particular as theyoaded up, to stop the practice.
relate to the casino, can be sorted out. As for the argument, it is pretty thin when they say that

MsHURLEY: Many members of this House were they might not have all the signatories there at night or a
pleased at the opportunity given by this bill to try to addressufficient number of them. That is just simply drivel.
the issues of problem gambling, and the Labor caucus suppdfayment being made by cheque does not have to be signed
for the member for Hammond’s amendment about chequesy that same person. It only has to be signed by an authorised
being issued for amounts over $500 reflected that desire fmerson in the casino, hotel or club, and that authorised person
deal in a very practical way with problem gambling and withunder the legislation pursuant to the Licensing Act can be the
people who had a tendency to lose far too much money in manager. There has to be a manager on duty on all those
day’s gambling. premises. We have already said that in the law. If that person

| am very disappointed that a number of these measureés not responsible enough to sign a statement that the wager
have been pegged back bit by bit and, if the government hasicceeded in getting such a large dividend, or if that person
its way on this one, | hope that the Independent Gamblings not authorised to do it, who the hell would be? That is the
Authority deals with these sorts of issues expeditiously angerson they call out when the amount is substantial, at
finds practical ways to deal with problem gambling. jackpot, to verify it and to give the cash.

Mr LEWIS: At the outset | apologise to the member for | do not think it is in any sense an impediment or com-
Hart for maligning him. | had been told quietly that what | plexity to those of us who have sufficient wit to find our way
reported to the House was as it had happened, because | couitb this place and for those other human beings who find
not understand how the Labor caucus could have changed ifsemselves in management roles in those various businesses,
position from the way in which it had voted here to the waycasinos, pubs and clubs. | commend the measure to reinstate
in which it voted in the Legislative Council for the Hon. Paul the proposed section and trust that the vote will therefore be
Holloway’s amendments. That astonished me, and it furthemegatived. | thank the Labor caucus for their good conscience
astonishes me that it could have happened in the Legislativa continuing to support the proposition.

Council: that the Labor members there supported the Hon. Mr McEWEN: This again should force us all to reflect
Paul Holloway’s proposal to remove section— on how poorly we manage business in the House and reflect
Mr Foley: No, it didn't. It passed on the voices. on the interjection of the member for Mitchell who actually

Mr LEWIS: They knocked it out? Nobody divided? said, ‘Why do we not further consult on this measure?’ That

Mr Foley: Had they divided, we would have voted on our was a very reasonable interjection. If further evidence comes

caucus position. to us at the eleventh hour which on balance tends to sway the
Mr LEWIS: Then | have been misled otherwise as well.minds of members of this House, then we ought collectively
I regret that: | am sorry. to seek further information on that matter. But we have no

The Hon. G.A. Ingerson interjecting: such luxury, because this is the last day that we will have to
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actually put in place the extension of the time line to enablesuch as a major tourism development or hotel resort develop-
any capping to continue. ment—that it is in the state’s economic interest, the
So, here we find at the eleventh hour that we are not ablearliament will have a provision by which it can allow that
to give due time to managing all of the issues because weevelopment to occur. | think that is a sensible amendment,
squandered earlier opportunities and now find ourselves at tiit | respect that others may not think so. The motivation of
last minute pressured to make a decision. The advice | take Hon. Paul Holloway was two-fold, one being simply to
is that the Independent Gambling Authority and the commitdo as it says and allow future developments to occur but also
tee looking into this matter will take further advice and will anticipating what may be the ramifications of what | respect-
reintroduce another amendment bill should we not find thédully consider to be an ill-considered freeze which, depending
evidence provided to us by the casino people to stand up ®@n how long the freeze lasts, may force future governments
due scrutiny. Again | find myself today allowing this matter and parliaments into looking at other measures to deal with
to pass through lack of consultation and the bill to proceed ceiling on the number of machines such as the trading of
because of the necessity to conclude the business today, Bigences to enable other developments to get off the ground.

| do so reluctantly. As a parliament, we should be very concerned about
The committee divided on the motion: creating a commodity in poker machine licences, as we see
AYES (24) in other areas of regulation in government. | think that would
Armitage, M. H. Brindal, M. K. be a dangerous road to traverse but, if freezes are to stay over
Brokenshire, R. L. Brown, D. C. the medium to long term, governments or parliaments will be
Buckby, M. R. Condous, S. G. forced into some sort of measure such as that. | ask members
Evans, I. F. Gunn, G. M. to consider carefully the merits of the Holloway amendment
Hall, J. L. Hamilton-Smith, M. L. from another place. | believe that it is a sensible amendment.
Ingerson, G. A, Kerin, R. G. I should say the Holloway/Lucas amendment. A conscience
Kotz, D. C. Matthew, W. A. vote does bring together some interesting people. | cannot
Maywald, K. A. McEwen, R. J. miss the opportunity to make the point, of course, that the
Meier, E. J. Olsen, J. W. (teller) Hon. Rob Lucas, | thought, was a close mate of the Premier,
Oswald, J. K. G. Penfold, E. M. but so be it.
Scalzi, G. Such, R. B. The Hon. J.W. Olsen interjecting:
Venning, I. H. Williams, M. R. Mr FOLEY: | think that the Hon. Paul Holloway and the

NOES (22) Hon. Rob Lucas were right: it was worth doing because,

Atkinson, M. J. Bedford, F. E. without wanting to revisit my entire second reading contribu-
Breuer, L. R. Ciccarello, V. tion, a freeze, | think, can do significant damage to our state
Clarke, R. D. Conlon, P. F. in the future. | thought that this was a smart move to give
De Laine, M. R. Foley, K. O. some flexibility to the parliaments of the day. As | say, it is
Geraghty, R. K. Hanna, K. a conscience issue on our side, and here we go.

Hill, J. D. Hurley, A. K. Mr HANNA: We either have a cap or we do not. It seems

Key, S. W. Koutsantonis, T. to me that the majority of the parliament is in favour of
Lewis, I. P. (teller) Rankine, J. M. having a cap. The only way for it to work properly is to
Rann, M. D. Snelling, J. J. enforce it. It is black and white. You cannot have a cap with
Stevens, L. Thompson, M. G. a rack of exceptions for which this Legislative Council
White, P. L. Wright, M. J. amendment would provide. It is like having a condom with

. a hole in it—it will make the cap pretty well useless. Without
Majority of 2 for the Ayes. revisiting the whole debate about the cap, if we are to have
whatever protection the cap provides, we must support the
Premier today.

Motion thus carried.
Amendment No. 11:
TheHon. JW. OLSEN: | move:

The committee divided on the amendment:

That the Legislative Council’s amendment No.11 be agreed to AYES (33)
with the following amendment: Atkinson M. J. Bedford F. E.

Leave out subparagraphs (a) and (b). Brindal, M. K. Brokenshire, R. L.
The net effect of this is to apply a cap for a further two years Brown, D. C. Buckby, M. R.
without qualification and without exception. Condous, S. G. De Laine M. R.

Mr FOLEY: Whilst my colleagues are in the chamber | Evans, I. F. Gunn, G. M.
point out that this is the cap amendment and is a matter of Hall, J. L. Hamilton-Smith, M. L.
conscience on our side. The events of last night in another Hanna K. Hurley A. K.
place mean, for members following the debate, that (a) and Ingerson, G. A. Kerin, R. G.

(b) relate to an application made by any other person in Kotz, D. C. Koutsantonis A.
prescribed circumstances, (b) being: Lewis, I. P. Matthew, W. A.

A regulation made for the purposes of subsection (2)(c) cannot Maywald K. A. McEwen R. J.
come into operation until the time has passed during which the Meier, E. J. Olsen, J. W. (teller)
regulation may be disallowed by resolution of either House of Oswald, J. K. G. Penfold, E. M.
Parliament. Rann M. D. Scalzi, G.

That amendment was moved by our colleague Paul Holloway Stevens L. Such, R. B.

in another place and | understand supported by the Treasurer, ~ Venning, I. H. Williams M. R.
Rob Lucas, there. The net effect of this amendment means  Wright M. J.

that should a development occur any time during the freeze NOES (13)

period that is deemed to be of such significance to the state—  Armitage M. H. Breuer, L. R.
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NOES (cont.) knowingly trading in human misery, in the profits that they
Ciccarello, V. Clarke, R. D. were making.
Conlor;], P. IIQ: K I:|C_>I:ey, 'é O. (teller) The bulk of the winnings these places receive come from
(KBSrag 3@ T Ralm’k\?r-we 'J M people who can ill afford to lose the money. Sure, it is their
Snﬁlllin. J 3 Thom éori M G choice, but my greatest concern is for the welfare agencies
White % L. ) pson, M. . that have to pick up the pieces, be they churches or what-
o ever—it does not matter—and even greater than that is my
Majority of 20 for the Ayes. concern for the dependants, especially when they are unable
Motion thus carried. to do anything for themselves, if they are the children or the
Amendments Nos 12 to 17: spouse left to try to make ends meet when there are no means
TheHon. J.W. OLSEN: | move: of doing that. For the members of the government to say, ‘We
That the Legislative Council's amendments Nos 12 to 17 benust consult,’ | simply say in response, ‘Crap.’
agreed to. . . i Mr FOLEY: I do not want to go over old ground except
Amendment carried; motion as amended carried. to say that the member for Hammond is wrong, wrong,
Amendment No. 18: wrong. With all due respect, it is not for the member for
TheHon. J.W. OLSEN: | move: Hammond to be debating in this place the rules of the Labor

That the Legislative Council's amendment No. 18 be agreed toParty caucus. It is for the Labor Party to decide what its rules

Mr LEWIS: | strongly disagree with this. | have learned are. We have our rules and guidelines regarding how those
in the last few minutes that what in fact happened in theules are interpreted. After reading thansardfrom last
Legislative Council, with respect to this question of paymennight, | believe the Hon. Paul Holloway did exactly the right
of all winnings of $500 or more, is that when the call wasthing. He quite openly and honestly indicated that at the last
made by the Hon. Nick Xenophon to support the propositiorminute we were provided with a serious piece of correspond-
in the other place, there were no other voices and that whegnce, together with telephone calls to me, from the senior
he called ‘Divide’ nobody, including the Labor members in management of Skycity Casino wanting the opportunity to
the other place, voted with him; he was alone. So, the cauci@onsult with the Labor Party and, indeed, the government
is split and, if that is the case, | retract the apology | made fobefore this measure was put in place because it could
my earlier remark in this chamber. The Labor caucusdversely affectits business. Any politician in this place who
members in the other place clearly voted against their partgfoes not give someone the opportunity for consultation is
room’s decision, and that dismays me. being derelict in their duty.

Itis nota problem, or a difficult one at that, to reprogram | a5t night, the Hon. Paul Holloway said he had concerns
the machines; itis done in a trice. The manner in which theyhout the matter. He restated the Labor Party’s position—and
machines are programmed varies from place to place and th@yis in the Hansard—namely, that we would support the
are deliberately programmed by downloading from & handp e\yis/Xenophon amendment. He said in the Council that, if
held device that carries the program information onto a chi} ent to a vote, the Labor caucus would vote with it. It is
in the machines so that it complies with the requirements ofiere jn black and white. | wish to make a brief but important
both the management of the institution involved—this is th‘?point: the Labor party has been very tolerant right through a
percentage that is going to be paid out and the manner ifrocess where the Hon. Nick Xenophon and the member for
which it is to be paid out—and where the law in that locationysmmond have dumped on us and put in front of us last
in which the machine is operating determines how it will béyinyte amendments, leaving us little or no time to consider
paid out. In some places winnings can be paid outin coins ifhem. Minutes prior to going into a shadow cabinet meeting
f[he machlng ha}s the capacity to d.o thatz and in other placgg, Monday and a caucus meeting on Tuesday, | received
it has not; winnings have to be paid out in bank notes or byyom the Hon. Nick Xenophon amendments that | had to
cheque. | will not go into the details of all that: itis just not giscuss with my colleagues. | did not have sufficient time to
as difficult as some members would have all of us hergonsider and consult on those amendments properly, but |

believe; it is a pretty simple matter. took them into my caucus, and we did the best we could.
As for the argument that was advanced by the member for

Gordon that there had been no consultation, what is the ruddy The other week, the member for Hammond brought into
point of it? If you believe in the principle, you do it. And if this House a series of complicated, detailed amendments,
you do not believe in the principle (and | thank the memberg§lumped them in this place and expected us in the Labor Party
of the Labor caucus for supporting this when we tested it of® 'éS0lve a position immediately. When | asked the member
the casino), do not do it. for Hammond to explain a few of those amendments, he said,
There is nothing to be gained from consulting anybodnyOU had better go and see the Hon. Nick Xenophon.’ I will
All they will present s a string of arguments making it seem0t €Op those games. We have done the best we can under the
as difficult and problematic as possible to introduce it, andFircumstances. We have done the right thing according to
they will cry crocodile tears: | am talking about the casino,-@bor Party rules, Skycity Casino and this parliament, and we
pubs and clubs. It was the will of this House that we shouldtand by everything we have done.
require them to pay out $500 plus winnings in the form ofa  Motion carried.
cheque. So, they will cry their crocodile tears, but | bet you,
Mr Chairman, and every other member in this place—and |
am not much of a gambling man—that not one poker machine TheHon. J.W. OLSEN: | move:
will be closed down as a consequence of our introducing this I .
provision. In fact, if we Qid not put.the cap on, as we h‘?‘veagrgggttct)he Legislative Council's amendments Nos 19 to 22 be
just done, they would still be applying for them and hoping
that they would be successful. And they would still be  Motion carried.

Amendments Nos 19 to 22:
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SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE FUNDING OF treatment plant. | want to be positive and say that finally the
THE PUBLIC HOSPITAL SYSTEM government has realised the prediction that was made a
number of years ago about the Heathfield waste water
Mr McEWEN (Gordon): | move: treatment plant, and it will now come to fruition. Judging by
That the time for bringing up the report of the committee bethe figures I have been quoted today and by the ones given
extended to Wednesday 25 July 2001. today, there seems to be an enormous blow-out in costs. It
Motion carried. will be interesting to hear the minister explain during
estimates exactly why there has been a big blow-out for the
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: BARCOO Heathfield sewage treatment plant.
OUTLET | also note that Minister Armitage, the Minister for
Government Enterprises—or diminishing government
Adjourned debate on motion of Mr Lewis: enterprises—thinks that the Barcoo Outlet is a product of the
That the 152nd report of the committee, on the Barcoo Outlet—cream of Australia’s scientific community. | am wondering
Status Report, be noted. how we can explain the fact that a number of scientists and
(Continued from 16 May. Page 1551.) eminent people have come to the Environment, Resources

and Development Committee and the Public Works Commit-

MsKEY (Hanson): | want to comment on this matter tee and raised severe concerns about not only the Adelaide
today as the Barcoo Outlet is in the electorate of Hanson, thehores boat harbor but also the Barcoo Outlet. In my view,
area | represent. Also, the Adelaide Airport is near that areat does not seem to match the concerns raised. | really do not
in the electorate of Hanson. A number of issues have beeknow how one could call the Barcoo Outlet a product of the
raised about stormwater, particularly to do with the Adelaidecream of Australia’s scientific community.
Airport, and its connection to waste and stormwater going out The other thing | note is that, when the Senate Environ-
to sea. Today in question time we were treated to the Ministament, Communications Information Technology and the Arts
for Government Enterprise’s excitement on the part of th&keferences Committee conducted its inquiry into the Gulf St
government regarding the milk carton regatta. Although I dovincent in June 2000, it made a number of comments in
not want to be a spoilsport and make comments about thehapter three about what was happening to the environment
milk carton regatta, | would hardly see it as a justification forof the Gulf St Vincent. In summary, a number of points were
spending millions of dollars to make the Patawalonga looknade about pollution. At point 3.3 the report states:
nice at the expense of Henley and Grange. As someone Who one of the highest priority marine pollution issues in the Gulf St
uses that beach, since the Adelaide boat harbor has been plificent is the discharge of excess nutrients into the marine
in place—and the Barcoo Outlet is also there—it is difficultenvironment from littering, sewage outfalls, stormwater and
to use that area without having to avoid trucks carting sangdricultural run-off.
and being in the way of people working on the beachThe report goes on to refer to sewage outfalls and at point 3.4
Although | am not a swimmer, | would still say people who states:
normally run and swim at that beach would have had Metropolitan Adelaide has four major sewage treatment works
difficulty in accessing the facility near Henley and Grange.(Bolivar, Port Adelaide, Christies Beach and Glenelg) which provide

Wh”e |t |s nice and p|easant for the people of G|ene|g toseCOndary treatment and diSCharge of 80 000 megalitres of waste
s ater per year to the sea. This waste water contains, on average,
have the Patawalonga sorted out, it is at the cost of Henlﬁ?% tonnes of nitrogen and 495 tonnes of phosphorus. There are

and Grange. | do not think that is a good environmentabther waste water treatment plants such as Heathfield, but the
solution. Sure, we need to try to improve that whole area butolumes of waste water discharged from these is a fraction of what

not at a cost to another area. | went through the disasters thigtdischarged from the major plants (although the effects on the
were attached to the Adelaide shores boat harbor, and this§gvironment differ only in scale).
just a bit too much to ask of the people who live in Colton. Further, it refers to sewage sludge discharged into the sea

The minister also went on to talk about how people shouldrom the Glenelg and Port Adelaide plants and how this has
not be critical of the Barcoo Outlet. After all, | understand ahad to be disposed of on land because of the severe effect it
prize was won for engineering. Baulderstone Hornibrook angvas having on seagrasses. The report also refers to seagrasses
Connell Wagner won the 2001 Eureka prize in the categornd states:
of innovation engineering. That is commendable. It is great Seagrass meadows are of fundamental importance to the gulf
to see that South Australia has a project that is featured in thigzosystems. They bind the sediments and provide nurseries and a
prize. What the minister did not tell us was that the awardFafe habitat for marine organisms.
was for the venturi valve, which is the valve that controls sed he report goes on to talk about the evidence that was
water and stormwater circulation. | congratulate thoseeceived by the senate inquiry and how there have been real
companies. However, the minister was not entirely forthproblems of regrowth and recolonisation of seagrasses
coming in what the award was for. It was an engineeringpecause the areas have been denuded; and it talks about the
award for a valve—not complimenting the project on beingproblems particularly in the case of Glenelg and Port
one of excellence. Adelaide.

Millions of dollars are being spent on the Barcoo Outlet, The issue of turbidity was also looked at by the senate
and the people in the area do not support that. A couple ahquiry. Other issues raised included sediment loss, fishing
years ago, | moved a motion in parliament regarding the neeaind the loss of a number of different types of marine
for a more holistic approach to the management of stormenvironment from that area. | really wonder how the minister
water and waste. Expert advice presented to the Environmemipuld possibly say that this project was undertaken by the
Resources and Development Committee and reports of theam of the scientific community. | have just referred to one
Public Works Committee indicated that we needed to takeenate report and in my office | have at least a filing cabinet
this holistic approach. One of the areas that was identified dsll of information about how disastrous the Adelaide Shores
being in urgent need of an upgrade was the Heathfield sewa@®at Harbour has been on the local environment, particularly
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at Henley and Grange, and that has been almost beaten by fbaga to become a pristine salt water environment in which
Barcoo Outlet, because it is an environmental disaster.  salt water marine life, flora and fauna will be able to survive
| am sad to say that, although some very positive anand indeed abound. Quite a few issues have been raised with
nouncements have been made about the Heathfield treatmeegard to the Patawalonga and the Barcoo Outlet. Members
plant, | do not think this will save us. | think that area will be opposite and some of the community have been calling for
lost and we will have problems and cost blow-outs forevethe reduction in the pollutants which flow from the Heathfield
more in that area. Waste Water Treatment Plant.
For a number of years this government has been working
Mr WILLIAMS (MacKillop): The announcementby the on an environmental improvement program and, from
minister regarding the Heathfield Waste Water Treatmeniemory, | think it is at a cost of some $237 million. | recall
Plant during question time today has cut across some of thgaying not that long ago that, in respect of the environmentall
things | was going to say about this report, but certainly limprovement program which involves upgrading all the waste
think that the claptrap that has been bandied around witivater treatment plants in the state, it is one of the best
regard to the Barcoo Outlet should be put to bed once and f@mnvironmental works ever undertaken in the state. Obviously
all. I will go back to the genesis of the Barcoo Outlet andwe have started with the worst offenders. The previous
revisit why, how and where it came from. We have thespeaker talked about the outflow of pollutants from our waste
Patawalonga, which | guess before settlement of the Adelaidgater treatment plants into the Gulf St Vincent. The four
Plains was a natural waterway, particularly the area adjacentain waste water treatment plants in Adelaide, namely,
to the coastline. Bolivar, Port Adelaide, Glenelg and Christies Beach are all
The Patawalonga would have been a pristine estuarin@ the process of either having been upgraded or being
environment where the water quality, although being goodupgraded.
would have changed from being relatively fresh to relatively MsKey: Are you a greenie?
salty as the seasons came and went. That happened naturallyMr WILLIAMS: | am a raving greenie. All farmers are
because of the reed beds and the swamps upstream from theenies. The environmental improvement program is rolling
Patawalonga. The Patawalonga would have had a slow flowh. But just allow me to quote some figures which came from
rate of fresh water after storm events, as would the whole ahe Patawalonga Catchment Water Management Board to the
the creek system upstream. And so, we would have had Rublic Works Committee when we were inquiring into the
much different environment from what we find there today.Barcoo Outlet. We picked up a press release which stated that
Today we find that the upstream areas all the way tahe total outflow of solids from Heathfield was merely five
Heathfield—through the foothills and indeed into the hillstonnes in a year. We wondered about that and sought further
and certainly on all the plains—have been paved or fillechdvice.
with houses and buildings, with stormwater running off their The advice came from the catchment management
roofs into the stormwater drainage system. Therefore, aftésoard—and these figures are based on data from the years
any sort of rain event, the water flowing into the creeks and 989 to 1993—that over those four years the average annual
ending up in the Patawalonga enters with a sudden rusfiow from the Heathfield waste water treatment plant was 400
Having built over the catchment area of the creeks, whichmegalitres of water a year, containing a total of 3.8 tonnes of
eventually, flow into the Patawalonga, it is impossible tophosphorous per year, and a total of 10.1 tonnes of nitrogen
recreate what we had previously, that is, an estuarinper year. Members should bear in mind that nitrogen, which
environment. the main pollutant has been blamed for the degradation of the
We have two choices. We have a choice of either puttingeagrasses off the coast adjacent to metropolitan Adelaide.
up with what we have had for a number of years now (which  Estimates of nutrient loads from the Patawalonga catch-
is nothing more than a cesspool), or returning it to a salt watement due to stormwater flows from the urban areas—this is
environment. It is impossible to try to maintain it as annothing to do with the Heathfield waste water treatment plant,
estuarine environment because of the way in which the watdsut all the other stormwater that flows into the Patawa-
now runs into that area after a rain event; it runs in verylonga—are 5.2 tonnes of phosphorous (as opposed to 3.8
quickly and then stagnates. If we try to maintain it as artonnes from the Heathfield waste water treatment plant), and
estuarine environment, that is, allow the water to kee3 tonnes of nitrogen (over eight times the amount that comes
running down the creeks after rain events, it would oscillateout of the Heathfield waste water treatment plant).
between a total salt water environment (sea water comprising | am absolutely delighted that the upgrade of the Heath-
approximately 35 000 parts per million of totally dissolved field waste water treatment plant has reached the pointin time
salts) and becoming almost a pure fresh water environmemhere it will be carried out in the not too distant future. All
after rain events. of a sudden, those who oppose everything that this govern-
Any marine life inhabiting the Patawalonga would find it ment has been doing will not be able to point the finger at
unsustainable, because, to my knowledge, very few, if anyhat. However, | point out to members that there are still a lot
forms of marine life can stand those great variations in thef other pollutants running off our streets, parks, gardens and
salinity levels. First, we have to accept that we cannot achieveoves which end up in the Barcoo Outlet and go out to sea.
what was there previously. We have to accept that the onl¥here is absolutely nothing we can do about it.
way to maintain the Patawalonga as a body of water which There are some small areas available where we could have
does not turn into a cesspool is to maintain it as a salt watgyut in reedbeds and swamps, etc., but unfortunately the days
body, and the only way to do that is to divert the rainwaterare long gone when we could have done it on a major scale
the stormwater run-off, away from the Patawalonga. to completely solve the problem down there, because the area
That is exactly what the Barcoo Outlet does: it diverts theof land needed to do that has been built on. That is an
stormwater run-off directly into the sea, bearing in mind thaimpossible dream, and we were talking earlier in the day
all that stormwater run-off always ended up in the sea. Whaduring question time about the dreaming going on by some
this does is bypass the Patawalonga and allows the Patawaembers opposite. That is an impossible dream. Itis all very
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well to call for impossible dreams when you are in opposi-dollars) we are spending millions of taxpayers’ dollars to
tion, but when you are in government you are required to gahcrease the private value of those properties to the detriment
on and make it a better place in which to live, and that is whaof our environment. The Minister for Government Enterprises
we are doing. said today in relation to the Barcoo Outlet that we are lucky
One of the other issues was raised by the City of Westo have these wonderful consulting engineers who have won
Torrens concerning potential flooding in its council area. Théhe Eureka prize, or whatever. | do not doubt that they are
committee was assured that if there is any flooding within thgorobably very good engineers, but the point is that what they
City of West Torrens (and they were mainly talking of anare engineering has a fundamental, detrimental impact on our
area guite some distance upstream, their major concern beirgvironment. They might be good engineers—they can still
the city side of the airport), it would be caused by the lack offoul up our environment very well and be excellent engineers
capacity in the drain which runs along the northern andvhile doing it. We do not want Gulf St Vincent fouled
western boundaries of the airport. The flooding would beébecause that is surely what will happen as the stormwater
caused by bottlenecks well upstream from the Patawalongaces straight out from Sturt Creek into the gulf near
and the Barcoo Outlet. Members who read the evidence th&ARDI's aquatic centre, on which taxpayers spent a cool

came to the committee would be well aware of that. $16 million some years ago.
We were given the following assurance—and in this The Minister for Environment and Heritage casts a wry
respect | quote from our report, as follows: smile as he signs his letters—no doubt to his electors in

The committee received an assurance from the minister that ‘Bavenport. | notice the letters have a pale shade of green on
major design objective is to ensure that flood protection afforded byhem, if my eyes are any good from where | am standing. No
the present Patawalonga at the Glenelg barrage gate system is gjubt he is trying to convince the residents of Davenport that
compromised. he is a greenie, a small ‘d’ Democrat, to try to resist the

Time expired. infestation of his electorate by Democrat voters at the next

Mr CLARKE (Ross Smith): | think ht to get back election. Only time will tell.
oss Smith): | think we ought to get bac : . o
to basics with respect to this Barcoo Outlet. Let us remembesrinI have been involved in one way or another in this debate

‘ L ce before the last state election. There were, time after
basically why the government is bringing about the Barcog; .o " \jjic meetings which various government ministers

Outlet: it is simply to accommodate the Holdfast Shores, , j'tq attend, together with the member for Colton and me,
residential development. There is a need, as those developgls,) + 1q respective views of the political parties. Over-
see it, for the Patawalonga to be pristine and able to .hav\ﬁhelmingly, the community voted against, first, the boat
primary contact with humans 365 days of the year. That is Harbor at West Beach and secondly, any concept of whether
absolute nonsense. it be an open channel through the sand dunes for exiting the

We do not need the Barcoo Outlgat: .Pat Harbison, ar%tormwater, or through and under the sand dunes, as in the
environmental consultant whose credibility has never bee@arcoo Outlet which we currently have before us

questioned in the sense of showing her studies have been IessI b | Il th ber for Col .
than accurate, has shown that we could retain the use of th rﬁmem er only too well the meLn erhor cl)ton saying
Patawalonga as a ponding basin but still allow for a north{Nat he was going to jump into the channel to prevent

south flow of seawater. That would allow for primary contactbu”d(?Zers digging a hole through the sand dunes—and |
in the Patawalonga for the overwhelming majority of thepromlsed to join him at the same time. There IS no way any
year, but there would be some days, particularly in WinterbuIIdozer could have moved the two of us combined. He has

when one would not be advised to go for a swim in thebeen excused from being speared by a front-end loader

Patawalonga. | do not know about you, Mr Acting Speakerbecaus.e’ apparently, the stormwater that goes under the sand

but swimming in the Patawalonga in June or July is not Ongunes IS perfec_tly okay butthe stormwater going through an

of the highlights of my life—and | suspectitis not a neces-OCp?n Crl?r?ne.l IS not okay—accorglmg to the member for

sary highlight in the life of any tourist who ventures to the ~° ton. That is just not an acceptable option.

Patawalonga during our winter months. The boat harbor has made a fundamental change to our
Surely it is about time for this parliament to draw the line P®aches at West Beach, Henley and Grange. Our beaches in

in the sand, if members will excuse the pun, when it come@etropolitan Adelaide are a tremendous drawcard for tourists

to handing over taxpayers’ money to the Holdfast Shoredto South Australia, particularly those who takg advantage
developers. Not only have we allowed them to destroyf the West Beach Caravan Park. In the main, they are
Henley and Grange beaches by interrupting the flow of sant@milies from around South Aust_raha an_d Victoria \_/vho are
because of the boat harbor at West Beach—and taxpayet§re on an affordable, economical holiday to enjoy the |
will have to replenish that sand at tremendous cost every ye#fould not say pristine but very good beaches we once had,
for as long as the boat harbor is there—but we have alswhich we have destroyed and on which we have to replenish
given them land around Colley Reserve and elsewhere, pldg€ sand.
Better Cities money for remediation of the Patawalonga, plus Surely we have gone beyond the myopic thinking of the
other state government moneys. 1940s, 1950s and 1960s when we built artificial reefs to
We are talking about a subsidy of tens of millions ofinterrupt the natural flow of sand. We now incur
dollars for a private development, in effect, and it is growing$250 000-plus a year additional cost to replenish that sand.
because of the constant need to replenish the sand and dreddt money could do so much good elsewhere. The Barcoo
the Patawalonga for so-called private industry. It is a hug@utletis simply there to enhance the value of property owned
subsidy to private industry. Liberal Party policy talks aboutby both private owners and the developers of Holdfast
welfare benefits and wanting single mothers to have mutugthores.
obligations to go back to the work force, but in terms of | missed a point | should have made about an industrial
corporate welfare and those who can afford to buy theccident at the Barcoo Outlet in January this year which
apartments (which are priced in the hundreds of thousands ofsulted in the death of an employee of Stockport Civil
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Constructions. This apparently is the award winning contracmetres long. That is all gone now: there is just one dune left,
tor that has won the Eureka award. if you can call it a real dune, and the whole ecology of the
I simply say that enough is enough in terms of expenditur@rea has been changed for ever because of this government’s
of taxpayers’ money on, essentially, a private developmentnismanagement.
If members opposite want to give them corporate welfare, That is not the only thing that this government has done
they should take it out of their own pockets, not out of theto the people of West Beach. With the extension of the
pockets of the rest of the community of South Australia.Adelaide Airport runway it has dramatically altered—
Taxpayers’ money should be put it into hospitals and schools. The Hon. |.F. Evans: What’s that got to do with the
I do not want to subsidise those who live in apartmentdBarcoo Outlet?
valued at $500 000-plus at Holdfast Shores. | am tired of Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Plenty. If he knew anything
subsidising their lifestyles. | am sure they do not mind notabout the Barcoo Outlet the minister would not be saying
swimming in the Patawalonga during the winter months; | anthat. The important thing is that, with the extension of the
sure some of them would not mind if some local residents puairport runway, provisions for stormwater going into the
their boats in at the old Glenelg ramp rather than having té?atawalonga and therefore out the Barcoo Outlet were not
use the West Beach harbor. | am tired of this corporatenade. Where does that stormwater go now? It simply floods.
welfare. If there is a one in 10 year rain event, homes in West Beach
Time expired. will be flooded; if there is a one in 15 year event, because of
the Barcoo Outlet and the extension of the airport runway,
Mr KOUTSANTONIS (Peake): | endorse the comments homes in Brooklyn Park, Lockleys and West Beach will be
of my close personal friend the member for Ross Smith. flooded; and if there is a one in 25 year rain event, homes in
The Hon. I.F. Evans interjecting: all of Lockleys, all of West Beach, most of Brooklyn Park
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: The minister talks about and West Richmond will be flooded. But the government will
endorsements. If he wants to talk about preselection, we carot tackle that. Homes in Glenelg North are at risk; homes in
talk about preselection, but we will not: we will talk about the Novar Gardens are at risk; but the government will not tackle
Barcoo Outlet and the way in which the government hashat because it extended the runway and left the rest for the
systematically destroyed South Australian beaches and thecal council to deal with.
environment surrounding West Beach, Henley and Grange. Ms Key interjecting:
It has removed the beautiful vistas and panoramic views that Mr KOUTSANTONIS: It is lucky that we have people
residents and tourists flocked from throughout Southsuch as Paul Caica, Steve Georganas, the member for Hanson
Australia to see. We are one of the rare cities of the worlcand me to fight for the residents of the western suburbs,
which had pristine beaches so close to the CBD and suburbibecause they will get no relief from Chris Gallus and the
At the next election | will be the candidate for the seat ofother members who represent the Liberal Party in the western
West Torrens which takes in West Beach Caravan Park argliburbs. The important thing is that the government extended
the suburb of West Beach. The people of West Beach haw@e runway, is spending a fortune on the West Beach boat
been loyal supporters of this and previous Liberal governharbour and spent a fortune of taxpayers’ money replenishing
ments since the time when the airport was being constructedand because of the boat harbour, but will not spend basic
in Thomas Playford’s time. People in West Beach have votechoney on infrastructure around the Barcoo Outlet to ensure
Liberal year in, year out, by 60 per cent or more. At the nexthat homes affected by its infrastructure spending will not be
election, we will see how their loyalty to the government will flooded.
be rewarded, because the people of West Beach have seen théWhat an absolute disgrace! It has left the problem with the
folly of supporting this government. West Torrens council. With all due respect to the West
They have seen what has happened to them when th8wrrens council and residents of that council area, they cannot
have taken for granted promises by the government aboaffford to deal with this problem on their own. They need
their beaches, about the Barcoo Outlet and about the Wegbvernment assistance, but they will not get it. Our com-
Beach boat harbour, and seen how their beaches, theitaints have fallen on deaf ears. Neither Minister Laidlaw,
property values and the homes that they worked so hard tdinister Armitage, the Premier nor the federal member for
build have been ruined. An election promise by then PremieiHindmarsh will hear our complaints.
Dean Brown that he would swim in the Patawalonga was People in the western suburbs are fed up with being taken
made in 1993 to appease those people who live in théor granted by this government and, at the next election, it
Holdfast Shores development and to appease the developeavil be punished for this mismanagement, for the way it is
of Holdfast Shores. And the people of West Beach will bepolluting and ruining our beaches, and for the way it has put
paying the government back in spades, because it has let thgraople’s homes at risk for a quick buck or a quick photo op.
down no end. This is a real infrastructure problem: this is about planning
There are a number of ways in which people have been Idor the future. This is not just about looking at the next
down, not only with the Barcoo Outlet and the way theirelection but at the next 25 to 30 years, ensuring that residents
beaches have been degraded and ruined but also the wayaire not put at risk of flood damage to their homes because of
which they have been put to great expense in replenishinipis government’s extension to the airport runway and the
these beaches that were previously fine. The great tragedy Barcoo Outlet.
all this is that nearly 20 years ago the sand dunes at West Talking about the Barcoo Outlet, one of the great engi-
Beach from Glenelg right down to Henley and Grange andheering feats of the Barcoo Outlet is that it does not extend
further were quite magnificent, quite a drawcard. In fact, ifpast the groyne. | thought that this was exceptionally talented
you go to Holdfast Shores council they have Aldvertiser  of the government, because it thought to itself that it could
news clippings about people picnicking and camping in thesave a bit of money by not going out past the groyne. So,
dunes off West Beach and Glenelg, and pictures showing howhat will happen with the outflow from the Barcoo Outlet?
the beaches in West Beach and Glenelg were nearly 500will come straight back into the groyne, simply because of
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the government's commitment to cleaning up theFlorey in relation to the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. | will put
Patawalonga. on the record the contents of that note. She mentioned that the
The Patawalonga needed to be cleaned up, and | suppdather of one of her constituents, whom | will not name, had
cleaning up the Patawalonga. | support proper environmentaheumonia and was admitted to ward 8A at the Queen
management of our lakes, outlets and rivers, but | have to sdlizabeth Hospital. She stated:
t_hat_to d.o itatthe expense ofa group of re_SIdents who do not He is old and frail and is taking antibiotics. On the eighth floor
live in Liberal electorates is a disgrace. Itis bad governancet the hospital the rain is coming in through a leak at the top of the
any way you look at it but, for some reason, the governmenwindow onto the beds, and so is the cold wind. Staff said they

will not deal with the local council and the Mayor, the Hon. couldn’t turn on the heater because the unit was covered in water.
- " . . + 1 he cleaner said this happens every year and that all the toilets and
John Trainer, about fixing up this flood damage. To be qUIt"ghowers on that floor are affected. Nurses have to move all the

frank, the ﬂOOd damage W|” be Caused because Of theClUlpment and pat|ents out because of the leaks.

catchments away from West Torrens flowing down into West_ . . . .
Torrens. This is not the first time we have heard stories such as that

Because of the extension to the runway, the stormwateefbom_ the state of the facilities at t_he Queen EIiza_beth
outlets will not be allowed to flow properly and there will just HOSPital. During the very hot weather in January, | received
be flooding. Itis a simple fix; it will not take much, although "€POrts (and | do not have them in such graphic detail as the
it will cost a bit of money. This government should commit one | have just put on the record) of insufferable heat, of fans
itself—and | will be letting my electors know that the haV|_ng to go a_nd of power cuts so that the fans stopped and
government is not committing itself—to this expenditure, °f &irconditioning failing.
because | am sure that it will not be in the budget. | go to a lot of hospitals in South Australia as the shadow

| will be the first to applaud the government if this minister for health, and in my view this is the worst hospital
expenditure is included in the budget, but | doubt that it willin our state by a long shot in terms of its facilities. So, it is
be. | am happy to make a quiet bet afterwards with thédleasing atlast to be able to speak on a report that deals with
minister, who has a smile on his face, that it will not be in thethe upgrade of the hospital. However, | also point out to the
budget. If you go down and look at West Beach, it is aHouse that we have had seven years of procrastination on this
shadow of its former self, and the residents deserve bettetery maiter. This was urgent right back when this government
They deserve better than to be treated this way by th&ook office. In fact, they criticised the former Labor govern-
government. ment for supposed inactivity and derogation of its responsi-

Even 10 years ago West Beach was one of the modility in relation to the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. They
popular beaches in Adelaide. Now, for the first time in myaccused us of that in spades. It has taken nearly eight years
memory, there are days when the government puts out healfef them to do anything about it: eight years and seven
warnings that the beaches are unusable. | just cannot beliedéferent plans. They could never decide exactly what they
that the government is happy with this situation. Where ar&vere going to do, and every step of the way, when privatisa-
the Minister for Tourism and the member for Coles on this#ion came and went, and with amalgamations and cuts, the
On the hottest days in Adelaide our news reports are sayinigPgrade of the hospital fell back again and again.
that you cannot use our metropolitan beaches because they The Public Works Committee has presented to the
are polluted. On other days we have signs saying ‘Enter giarliament a report that covers the redevelopment proposal
own risk’, because there are trucks replenishing sand on owf the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. Unfortunately, it is only
beaches. stage 1 of a four stage development program that will occur

The government made estimates the first time after it builover nine years. | will return to that point later. We are
the harbour about how much it would cost to replenish théooking only at stage 1, and the cost of this is $37.44 million.

sand every year. Of course, all those costs have blown out. Even the process with the Public Works Committee was
But the government will not be here to meet those costs: i lengthy one, because when we went to the hospital for the
will be the next Labor government that will have to meetfirst site visit and to take evidence we found that they had no
'[hOSG costs and taCk|e the ISSues Of Infl’astructure bu|ld|ngea| plan for us to look at in terms of the new hospital’s

grcl)_und t\;]VetStthBeaCh and tf:eh Bal;coo OUt'ﬁt- tl Jyslitcgﬂ”(_’%ﬂesign, about what wards were to be where—nothing at all.

elieve that the government has been so short sighted in its . - -

approach to the Barcoo Outlet, West Beach and the bowapl)\gzr'll'gompson. Just build a building and see what

harbour—all for an election promise it should never have ) !
made and could never keep. It could have fixed it up without . MSSTEVENS: As my colleague the m_ember_for Reynell,
punishing people who do not happen to live in LiberalWho was with me on that day, interjects: just build a building

electorates that are targeted. It is an absolute disgrace and tf#ad We will work it out as we go along. It was very interest-

government should be condemned for it. iIng. The government representatives were most keen that we
Motion carried. should approve this. Of course, the Public Works Committee,
in doing its job properly, cannot do that. Every other project
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: QUEEN is expected to come to us with a proper plan and drawings for
ELIZABETH HOSPITAL REDEVEL OPMENT us to question, talk about, ask questions on and properly
scrutinise. That was not there.

Adjourned debate on motion of Mr Lewis: Secondly, we found when we went to that first briefing
That the 138th report of committee, on the Queen Elizabettihat the staff really had no input into the project at all. In fact,
Hospital Redevelopment—Final Report, be noted. they had come along to find out what was happening. There

(Continued from 15 November. Page 547.) had been no consultation with the staff. They had been left

in the dark in relation to the project, what it would look like,
MsSTEVENS (Elizabeth): On 17 May this year | whatitwould mean for them and all of those very important
received a little note from my colleague the member fordetails. As everybody knows, the people who work in any
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building are critical in terms of input for redevelopments andfollowing very carefully not only the report but also this
facility upgrades. issue. There is something about this particular redevelopment

We also discovered at that time that the community didhat smells political. The Queen Elizabeth Hospital has been
not know, either. We are not sure who did know. | do nota proud institution. It was built, | think, in 1952 and it has
think anyone actually knew. | think we had an announcemerserviced the western community and beyond, including
from the minister, who is fond of announcements, and off wecountry areas, assiduously since that time. We have a
started to go in the expectation that the Public Workssituation where this redevelopment has been announced in
Committee would let something go through with everythingseven budgets without our seeing the commencement of any
unclear. work.

It was about six months later that we had the proposal that The way in which this project has been handled as a
we now have before us presented to us. We were pleased pelitical exercise is totally cynical. People in the western
see that the design had changed. Following the hurrieguburbs know well and truly the credentials of this govern-
consultation they had with the community (which at leastment, not only in terms of health but also in terms of public
they had; in fact they employed a consultant to communicatBospitals and servicing the western suburbs. Whether it be
with the community), and after allowing the staff to have ahospitals, schools, the environment or the coast—about which
say, they came up with a different proposal. That was th&e previously spoke in another motion—the people of the
proposal which the minister announced in this House out ofvestern suburbs know full well how this government will
the blue: that we would see 200 new beds for 200 old bedéreat them. The government does it time and again. The way

So, the proposal that we have here is for the constructiotit Which the government has handled this particular issue and
of 200 new beds. The design of a ‘hospital in a garden’ thathe way that it has used political one-upmanship—I guess, is
was put forward is quite a good one. It was an improvemenne way of describing it—has been a totally cynical exercise.
so it shows what a little consultation can do. You can geta \Who would believe that there would have been budget
better result when you do things properly. However, we ar@nhouncements on seven separate occasions only for those
still at a loss to know the details of the services that will comeannouncements to fall over. We have seen, only in the past
out of the new hospital. few months, some work finally co_mmenced W|th regarc_i to the

I will put a couple of things on the record. Under question-"édevelopment of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. This is an
ing, the Department of Human Services told us that in th@bsolute shame and it is an indictment on this government.

forward estimates of the government this project has beeh€ Minister for Human Services, who has told us day in and
funded until 2002-03, and that is up to $6.5 million short ofday out what would take place since he became the minister

the $37 million to which | have already referred. | will be re;ponsible reaI.Iy has no credibility with respect to the Queen
interested to see the capital works budget this week, arfglizabeth Hospital. . .
certainly | will be asking in estimates for the figures for the, When one talks about the Queen Elizabeth Hospital one
next year, 2003-04, and whether further funding is schedulel® talking about an institution for which people in the western
into forward estimates. suburbs have great empathy. They feel proud about it and
We therefore have three-quarters of stage 1 in the forwarg'gey see it as their own institution. What we need to ask about

estimates but stages 2, 3 and 4 are not yet in those estimat54S redevelopment—despite the cynicism and the protracted

The committee was told in evidence that recurrent saving®@Y In which this government has used it as a political
exercise—is: how long will it be before the redevelopment

would result from the provision of all the new works, but K 2 The shad nister h tined th
until the four stages of the master plan were completed th&O'% commences: 1heé shadow minister has outiined the
etail with regard to that. How can anyone believe this

full operational advantages would not be realised. The whol . .
overnment, after | have just outlined to the House the way

project, not only for the sake of the community, which has9 hich it h dthi culari h
waited so long to get change and better facilities in terms of? Which ithas treated this particular issue, when stages two,
hree and four are not even in its forward estimates.

health care but just to realise the efficiencies and recurrer} . X .
How can anyone trust this government with anything

savings, needs to be completed as soon as possible. X
Thgat leads me to focuspon our final recofnmendation Fecause we know its track record. We know the government’s
uote from our repbort. in which we stated- " track record when it comes to making promises: it breaks
q ) } port, ) ' them without the blink of an eye. That is the type of govern-
While the Public Works Committee accepts the urgent need a”P,qent we have on that side of the chamber. We are very

associated benefits of redeveloping the Queen Elizabeth Hospit - . .
members are concerned that this project will not be completed fo%yn'caI about whether any private development will take

nine years. As such, the committee recommends that the minist@IaCe on this site. There is still a lot of doubt about the detail
investigate as a matter of urgency the possibility of fast tracking thisind finalisation of this project. | note that the committee’s
project to ensure works are completed in a shorter time. report talks about ‘the fragmented development'. | note that
At our last meeting, the committee received a redevelopmertihe report also talks about car parking being fragmented.
project update and we noted no comment whatsoever about If one looks at some of the detail in the report one quickly
fast-tracking. The minister previously told us that he wouldlearns of the committee’s cynicism about the way in which
look into this but, to date, it seems to have fallen off thethis is being handled. | would like to draw to the attention of
minister's agenda. The Public Works Committee will bethe House tonight the fact that an action group has been
pursuing this matter because we believe that the people of theorking very hard in the western area. The group is called the
western suburbs have waited long enough. Nine years is n@EH Community Alliance Group which, | might say,
good enough and the project must be fast-tracked. includes a broad cross-section of the community. The group
has held a number of public meetings in the local community
Mr WRIGHT (Lee): | also note the final report of the and it is about to undertake a full week of consultation with
Public Works Committee into the Queen Elizabeth Hospitathe local community running from 18 June to 22 June.
redevelopment. | certainly do not need to go into the same It will provide information to the local community about
detail given by our shadow minister for health who has beemwhat has taken place. It will provide information about its
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aims and objectives and what it believes the future of thés beyond me. You would think that any government of any

Queen Elizabeth Hospital should be. That consultatiorstatus, of any standing, would want to provide quality health

process will, ultimately, result in a public rally on 24 June atcare to any particular region of the state—to any particular

the Woodville Town Hall. | understand that a number ofpart of the metropolitan area and to any particular part of the

members of parliament will be invited to that rally. | would country. You would think that health would be right at the top

hope that representatives of all political parties would attendbf the list of the type and quality of service that any govern-

I am sure that a number of people on this side of the Housment would want to provide to the community.

will be attending and supporting the QEH Alliance Group Let me say that, when it comes to this government, it has

and, more importantly, supporting the Queen Elizabetlsquibbed it. It has squibbed it on seven occasions when it has

Hospital. made announcements about the Queen Elizabeth Hospital,
Also, we need answers from this government, this seedgnd when it comes the government’s time to go before the

government, and from this minister about its model for healttpeople in the western suburbs it will be treated just the way

care delivery to the western suburbs. There is no plarit deserves to be treated.

Nothing has been put before the committee or this House in

terms of the government’s model for the delivery of health MsTHOMPSON secured the adjournment of the debate.

care in the western suburbs. What is the reason? The

government just does not care. It does not care about the APPROPRIATION BILL

western suburbs; it does not care about the Queen Elizabeth . .

Hospital; and it has no intention of providing the quality of TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Depqu Premier): | move:

service that is required for a public hospital of this nature. __ ;h:rt]g&gﬂ“mday 31 May standing orders be so far suspended
| do_ not need to take my full time tonight. S_Uﬁ'ce itto say (a) the Premier to have leave to continue his remarks on the

that this government’s track record on health is abysmal. This Appropriation Bill immediately after moving ‘That this bill

government’s track record with respect to the Queen be now read a second time’;

Elizabeth Hospital is just an absolute sham and it should be (b) the Treasurer (Hon. R.l. Lucas, MLC) to be immediately

shamed for the way in which it has behaved. As a local ?nggﬁ%%ﬁmuse for the purpose of giving a speech in

) . . ppropriation Bill; and

member of parliament, the one issue that has been most raised () the second reading speech on the Appropriation Bill to be

with me—certainly on a weekly basis—is the future of the resumed on motion.

Queen Elizabeth Hospital. | would not want to exaggerate and pMotion carried.

say that it has been raised with me every day, but it is raised

in the local electorate office on a weekly basis and, | might TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Deputy Premier): | move:

say, on most days of the week. i . . Thata message be sent to the Legislative Council requesting that
| am sure that some of my colleagues in neighbouringhe Treasurer (Hon. R.I. Lucas, MLC) be permitted to attend at the

electorates would share that assertion with me. It is a veriable of the House on Thursday 31 May for the purpose of giving a

important issue, it is a critical issue and it is something aboutPech in relation to the Appropriation Bill.

which people in the western suburbs feel very strongly and Motion carried.

passionately. | would also like to draw to the attention of the

House tonight the great sympathy | have for the staff. They FIRST HOME OWNER GRANT (NEW HOMES)

do a wonderful job and, in a moment, | will cite a particular AMENDMENT BILL

case to the House that happened to me just last night. The . .
bp J g TheHon. M.R. BUCKBY (Minister for Education and

staff, under great pressure and under-resourced, do afabUIoégﬁildrm’sServic&s) obtained leave and introduced a bill for

job. It is amazing that even with the lack of resources they ar ho Fi i
given by this government, they are still able to provide the®” 20’[ to amend the First Home Owner Grant Act. Read a first

uality of service to patients and to the families of patientd!™
q y b P TheHon. M.R. BUCKBY: | move:

as they go about their challenging duty day in and day out. That this bill be now read a second time.

Itis just amazing how shabbily they have been treated bY . .
this government. Last night, during the dinner break, | seek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted

received a telephone call from my wife who had received &” Hansardwithogt my reading it.
telephone call at home from a constituent. As a result of that L€ave granted.

telephone call, | needed to follow up on behalf of the _ On 9 March 2001, the Prime Minister announced an additional

: i : ; ; $7 000 First Home Owner Grant (‘the grant’), as a measure to
ConSt'tL,lent' Obviously, | will not go m.to detail of the rovide short-term stimulus to the housing sector, an initiative that
person’s name, buta COUD'? of hours ea(ller her husband haggls government supports. This enhancement to the existing scheme
been taken to the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. She was not aligeans that a total grant of $14 000 will be available to eligible first
to get through to the hospital and she was not able to get tHe®me buyers purchasing or building a new home.

; P This is a targeted response to the current circumstances of the
details of what had been transpiring. | called the Queert'1ousing sector, and will build upon the positive confidence effects

Elizabeth Hospital and the staff could not respond quickly,sing from recent reductions in official interest rates. In particular,
enough. it will bring about direct benefits for first home buyers, home
They could not take enough care in getting me the detajpuilders and buiIc_jing su_ppliers, as well as_flow-on benefits to a
and making sure that the wife had the right numbers so tharo_?ﬂgrgﬁ%geeﬁmir;ctigrs glaisrfler;]Sg:trdpt\ﬁgirtﬂ:saétates and Territories
she could go direct to the appropriate section in the emergeqyminister the additional grant, together with the existing grant
cy services area to provide all the detail of the criticalwhich was introduced on 1 July 2000.
information that was required in such a situation. Thatis the On 23 March 2001, following extensive consultation between
quality of people that you are dealing with at the Queerf-ommonwealth, State and Territory Treasuries and Revenue Offices,

Elizabeth Hospital. Why those people would not be prope”gdedilgggglr%lr;rﬁésurer issued the settled eligibility criteria for the

resourced by this government, and why people in the western To pe eligible for the additional $7 000 grant, applicants must
suburbs would not be properly resourced by this governmertiitst satisfy all of the eligibility requirements for the existing $7 000
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grant. Under the existing grant requirements, an applicant must bEhis clause provides that the provisions of the amendment Bill
a natural person, and if more than one applicant, at least one of thexcept clause 4, will be taken to have come into operation on 9
applicants must be an Australian citizen or permanent resident. Aflarch 2001 (thus it has some retrospective force). Clause 4 is speci-
least one applicant must occupy the home as their principal place died to come into operation on the day on which itis introduced into
residence within 12 months of settlement or construction. AnParliament.

applicant or an applicant’s spouse or de facto partner must not have Clause 3: Amendment of s. 3—Definitions

previously received a grant under this scheme anywhere in Australighis clause inserts the definition of ‘new home’ in the Act. A new

and must not have owned, before 1 July 2000, any residential propefiome means a home that has not been occupied or sold as a place of
ty in Australia, including an investment property. An applicant or anresidence.

applicant’s spouse or de facto partner must not have owned, on or Clause 4: Insertion of s. 8A
after 1 July 2000, any residential property in Australia, and occupied 8A. Applicant to be at least 18 years of age

that property. . y _ This clause imposes as an additional criterion for eligibility for
Applicants are eligible for the additional $7 000 grant if they 5 first home owner grant a requirement that the applicant be at
enter into a contract to buy or build a new home, between 9 March  |gast 18 years of age (with provision for the Commissioner to
2001 and 31 December 2001 inclusive. From 1 January 2002, the grant an exemption from this requirement when satisfied as to the
grant in respect of new homes will revert to $7 000. _ genuineness of the transaction). The Commissioner may grant an
The home must not have been previously occupied as a residence. exemption from this requirement if satisfied that the home will
In respect of the construction of new homes, construction must be occupied as the applicant’s principal place of residence within
commence within 16 weeks of entering into the contract, with the a certain time and the application does not form part of a scheme
contract specifying a completion date within twelve months of the  to circumvent eligibility or entitlement requirements.
date of commencement, or if a completion date is not specified inthe Clause 5: Insertion of s. 13A

contract, completion must occur within twelve months of the
commencement date.

Owner builders will be eligible for the additional $7 000 grant
if they commence building between 9 March 2001 and 31 December
2001 inclusive, and complete construction by 30 April 2003.
Similarly, applicants who purchase new homes ‘off-the-plan’ will
be eligible for the additional $7 000 grant if the contract to purchase
is entered into between 9 March 2001 and 31 December 2001
inclusive, and the contract provides for completion of construction
by 30 April 2003.

Home purchases and constructions which do not meet these time
frames may nevertheless qualify for the existing $7 000 grant.

Since the introduction of the grant in July 2000, the South
Australian Government has paid approximately $82.5 million in
grant assistance to approximately 11 778 first home owners.

Although the Commonwealth separately funds the additional
grant, it will effectively be an extension of the existing scheme. From
the public’s perspective, there will be a single grant scheme, with a
grant of either $7 000 or $14 000, depending on whether the
applicant satisfies the additional eligibility requirements. Applica-
tions, processing and payment of the grant will continue in the same

manner as the current scheme, regardless of the amount of the grant.

Applications for the additional grant are already being received and
are being paid in anticipation of the amendments in this Bill.

The grant is in addition to the South Australian Government's
First Home Concession Scheme, which provides a concession equal
to the full amount of stamp duty otherwise payable where the
property conveyed does not exceed $80 000. The amount of the
concession is reduced when the value of the property exceeds $80
000, with the concession ceasing when the property value exceeds
$130 000. The combined effect of the existing grant, the additional
$7 000 grant, and the First Home Concession Scheme, is that new
home buyers in South Australia could qualify for as much as $16 130
in State and Commonwealth grants and concessions.

In addition to these amendments, the Bill imposes an age
restriction of 18 years and over on applicants for the grant, which is
consistent with thége of Majority (Reduction) Act 1978A). This
will restrict specious applications in the names of persons under 18

13A. Special eligible transaction

This clause states what a special eligible transaction is, namely:

a contract to buy a new or substantially renovated
home if the commencement date for the contract falls
between 9 March 2001 and 31 December 2001; or
a contract to build a new home if the commencement
date for the contract falls between 9 March 2001 and
31 December 2001 and the building work starts within
16 weeks after the commencement date (or such
longer period as the Commissioner may allow) and is
completed, or the due date for completion is stated in
the contract to be, within 12 months;
the building of a new home by an owner builder if the
building work starts between 9 March 2001 and 31
December 2001 and is completed before 1 May 2003.
Subclause (2) sets out what a substantially renovated home
is, namely:

- the sale of the home is, undér New Tax System
(Goods and Services Tax Act 19@wth), a taxable
supply as a sale of new residential premises within the
meaning of section 40-75(1)(b) of that Act; and
the home, as so renovated, has not been occupied or
sold as a place of residence.

Subclause (3) specifies that only if certain time constraints
are observed will a contract to purchase a new home on a
proposed lot in an unregistered plan of subdivision of land (ie
an ‘off the plan’ home) qualify as a special eligible transac-
tion, namely, the contract must be completed before 1 May
2003 or, if no completion date is stated, the contract must be
completed before that date.

Subclause (4) allows the Commissioner to deny certain
contracts the status of special eligible transactions, namely,
where the contract replaces a contract made before 9 March
2001 that was a contract to purchase the same home or a
comprehensive home building contract to build the same or
a substantially similar home.

Subclause (5) sets out when building work commences
and is completed for the purpose of this new provision.

years of age, and facilitates the administration of the grant in _ Clause 6: Amendment of s. 18—Amount of grant
circumstances such as where there is a need to recover the granfrifis clause provides that the increased maximum amount of $14 000
incorrectly claimed and paid. The Commissioner of State Taxatiofs payable in respect of special eligible transactions.

is, however, able to exempt an applicant from this requirement i Clause 7: Amendment of s. 25—Objections

satisfied that the home to which the application relates will beryis jase replaces subsection (3) of section 25 of the Act and
occupied by the applicant as their principal place of residence withino\iges for a time limit in respect of objections to decisions made
12 months after completion of the eligible transaction, and they anticipation of a provision that operates retrospectively.
application does not form part of a scheme to circumvent limitations Clause 8: Amendment of s. 46—Regulations

or requirements affecting, eligibility or entittiement to the grant. This is clause sets out that a regulation made for the purposes of a

age requirement relates to both the existing and additional grant, a’g ovision of the Act that has retrospective force may itself operate

L)saiﬁatéfeﬁ;‘fectlve from the date of introduction of this bill into retrospectively provided it does not do so to the prejudice of any
’ pperson.

RevenueSA is administering the additional grant in Sout
Australia.
| commend this bill to honourable members.
Explanation of Clauses
Clause 1: Short title
This clause is formal.
Clause 2: Commencement

Ms STEVENS secured the adjournment of the debate.

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Mr Speaker, | draw your
attention to the state of the House.
A quorum having been formed:
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REAL PROPERTY (FEES) AMENDMENT BILL legislation. However, it is very interesting to look at the
record of certain government ministers on retrospective or

Adjourned debate on second reading. retroactive legislation. My view on that kind of legislation has

(Continued from 29 May. Page 1644.) been stated at some length in debate on the local government

bill, and members have heard me more than they would wish

MsHURLEY (Deputy L eader of the Opposition): The  to on the question of what | regard as justifiable retrospectivi-
opposition is very interested in this bill because the Attorneyty in legislation. A similar view to mine—I think exactly the
General has been, in the past, very scathing, one might sasame view—has been expressed by the Hon. Nick Xenophon
of retrospective legislation. Yet we see here that this legislain another place. If you ask, ‘What is the attitude of the
tion will be made retrospective to 1 January 1975. During thghadow Attorney-General on retrospective legislation?’ you
period of the previous Labor government, the shadoweould find that by reading debates of this place. | will not
Attorney-General, as he then was (Hon. Trevor Griffin),reiterate those views tonight. | want to run through the record
objected strenuously to any retrospective legislation andf the Attorney-General, the Hon. K.T. Griffin, whose bill

made life difficult— this is. In respect of legislation on wills debated in the other
The SPEAKER: Order! There are too many conversa- place on 28 June 2000, the Attorney said:
tions on the floor of the chamber. ...the Law Society has recommended and urged that the

MsHURLEY: Itis therefore interesting to see that, in amendment be made retrospective. | have given consideration to the
government, the Attorney-General finds that there are indeg@presentations by the Law Society. | am not persuaded that we

; ; W ught to be making the amendment retrospective if only for the
times in government when it is necessary to have re'[I’OSpe(r;’)eason that, if rights have accrued under the law as it is, then it seems

tive legislation, and that the realities of life and the practicali, me ynreasonable to legislate in a way which will take those rights
ties of existence are such that retrospective legislatiogway.

sometimes becomes necessary, as it appears to have becofjgy is what the Attorney had to say on that bill. On 25 May
in this c?)se. L 2000, the Attorney said:
Members interjecting: ... ifwe pass this amendment, it will deal specifically with hotel

MsHURLEY: | will sit down. The opposition will  premises adjacent to a kindergarten, primary or secondary school as
support this bill, but | will leave it to our shadow Attorney- from 21 October 1999—seven months ago.

General, the member for Spence, to go through the intricacigse \went on:

of the bill. It could well create injustice, particularly for the future. If there

L j school and if the
Mr ATKINSON (Spence): The opposition is happy to Iri]ggr?ceen it%bbee%g?]tgfler:?:élatﬁicsh;cglyocr)ggggtc: ch tpor:‘vent the transfer
expedite the passage of this government bill which arrived if that licence. It has a retrospective effect.
the House only yesterday. Itis nearly always— And the Attorney went on to oppose the clause for that
TheHon. R.G. Kerin: Always cooperative. reason. On 29 June last year, the Attorney said:
Mr'A.TKI.NSON: As the Deputy Prgmlgr says, 'the In general as a matter of public policy, it is considered that
opposition is nearly always cooperative in expeditingjegisiation should be prospective in nature wherever possible. It is
government business in the House, and this is yet anothenly in the most rare and exceptional case that retrospective
example. What the government seeks to do is allow fees fdegislation is enacted.
registration of real property transfer to be calculated on an ajare and exceptional! Given that the Deputy Premier has
valorem basis. There is a statutory authority for the governearriage of this legislation in the House, | would like him to
ment imposing— explain what is rare and exceptional about this bill. | would
Mr Lewis interjecting: like to know how it fits within the Attorney’s very narrow
Mr ATKINSON: —a fee on a registration of transfer, and exemption for retrospective legislation. | would also like to
as the member for Hammond says, yes, it is imposing that feenow how he justifies a 25-year retrospectivity. That is really
on an ad valorem basis and has been doing so since Januatmething. It seems to me that the Attorney is managing to
1975. But, | gather that the government has legal advicéit a camel through the eye of a needle here. He had a narrow
which indicates to it that there may not be a perfect statutorgxemption but he is willing to have a 25-year retrospectivity
authority for imposing that fee on an ad valorem basis.  bill.

Mr Lewis interjecting: On 12 October 1994, in response to private members’
Mr ATKINSON: Is that right? A High Court decision? legislation moved by an opposition member, the Hon. Ron
The Hon. R.G. Kerin: Parliamentary counsel. Roberts, on shop trading hours, the Attorney said:

Mr ATKINSON: Right, parliamentary counsel's advice.  The government does not support the bill. It has retrospective
For the benefit of the member for Hammond, it is parliameneffect. Its effect would be to eliminate all certificates issued

tary counsel’s advice that the Real Property Act needs to bireviously.

amended to give perfect legislative authority for imposing theBy this bill the Attorney is eliminating a residual right which
fee on registration of a transfer on an ad valorem basis. Theansferors have to recover some of the fee they paid, because
government proposes to do this retrospectively for more thathere was not statutory authority for levying that fee. Of

25 years. course, since the Attorney has been in government, his
Mr Lewis: Not collect any more money? condemnation of retrospectivity is nowhere near as strident
Mr ATKINSON: No, not collect any more money. as his criticism of retrospectivity when he was in opposition.
Mr Lewis interjecting: If one goes back to 12 October 1993, one can read in the

Mr ATKINSON: No, as the member for Hammond says, Hansardthe Attorney accusing the Hon. Mike Elliott of being
the government is not proposing to collect any more moneya party to supporting retrospective legislation to take away
It is proposing to keep the money that it has acquired byccrued rights.
levying a fee on an ad valorem basis for that 25 years. Atthe On 12 April 1995 when he was Attorney-General,
outset, let me say that the opposition will agree to thighe Hon. K.T. Griffin said:



1700 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Wednesday 30 May 2001

It— bility to legislate rather than interpret the law. They want to

: : make law.

and he is referring to the amendment— | think they have been foolish in the extreme—not just
is really designed to protect against any sort of retrospectivggolish ordinarily or foolish seriously, but foolish in the
application. extreme—to have embarked on that course of action. It is not
The opposition is not inconsistent on retrospectivity. You cartheir prerogative; it is not their domain; it is not their
work out what our view is, and we stay with it. The Attorney responsibility. Indeed, it is not anything expected of them by
is being absolutely inconsistent on this; nevertheless, we withe Australian Constitution (as it stands) to make law. No-one

support the bill. ever suggested that during the course of the discussions
leading up to Federation and no-one has since espoused that
[Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m.] in any way seriously other than their lordships since they

obtained the high office they now enjoy as judges on the
Mr LEWIS (Hammond): The remarks | wanted to make bench of the High Court, and we all suffer as a consequence
on this bill are now to be extended somewhat as a conséf their idiocy.
quence of the remarks made by the shadow Attorney-General, Let me repeat that in other words: they honk like geese

the member for Spence. | thought, whilst he is normally zand with about as much sense in the process. They are
rational fellow— extremely difficult to provide guidance or direction and they

TheHon. G.M. Gunn: Not always. do not understand the consequences of their decisions on the
Australian society either in the immediate and real context as

res,:A(; f Luivglssr:a?c?rrlgllyaililn%gftiurr?earle tﬁ\;‘?\&rﬁ?grrﬂzgngzrt?grit affects that society, or in the way in which it is affecting the
Stuart for reminding me of that paradox. Notwithstandingrelatlonsmp between the courts and the legislature. They were

. Iways and ever only intended to interpret the law, yet they
that, the comment the m?‘mbef for Spence made gratuitous oose to do otherwise, and they can get away with it because
about the conduct of opinion by the current Attorney-Gener. h :

. ere is no power—indeed in 100 years, almost, no instance
was not very charitable, to say the least. The curren b y

Att G | has diligentl intained and religiously, which it was ever found necessary to question whether
orney-t>eneral has diigently maintainéd and refigious yjudges were doing what they were appointed to do on the
argued for legislation which is not retrospective or retroa-lgench ofthe High Court, but now that arises as a very serious

active, and that is to his credit, because prior to his arriv ossibility the parliament of this nation will have to deal with

here other members of the Legislative Council had main-
tained that view, quite sensibly, but here in this chamber”
members thou'ght It a matter more of convenience. Indeeq e role of the court and the relationship between the two
government ministers saw it as a matter of convenience thg

: . ; : stitutions forever during the last decade or so. If only the
if they said something and wanted others to believe that thePfad understood, if only %hey had been better instrug/ted,)i/f

meant somethjng which might haye been. better said U.Sintgnly they had had half the wit of the people who preceded
other words—in other words, their meaning was ambigus

. . . . them, we would not be confronted with the need to amend
ous—they later tried to rectify the mistake of their utterancesy,is legislation brought in by the Dunstan government—and

by enshrining the opinion they believed they were stating, ., ,4ht in properly drafted and dealing with the circum-
when they chose words padly In Ieglslatlo.n which hadstances of the law as it was then understood. It is not that any
retrospective e_ffeqt and which was very detnmeptal to th(Jexplicit judgment of the High Court compels us to now
confidence which |nve§tors had in South Austral.la. consider this legislation, but that in general, because of their
That happened during the Dunstan era, and it happengflterances one way or another about a whole range of topics
during the period that John Bannon was Premier, and | wagyt particularly the one on excise, it can now be inferred that,
in here seeing it happen and realising the damage that it wasith their willingness to make legislation rather than interpret
doing. No-one, of course, was saying anything whatsoeveg, they will do so unless we address the problem before they
about it, because, more often than not, those affected by j{zve the chance.
were too polite to do so. It still had those detrimental |t js for that reason that | say to the member for Spence
consequences, and in no small measures contributed to thigat it was not necessary to attempt to castigate the current
malaise we suffer in South Australia now where we findattorney-General; nor is it necessary to reflect upon the
ourselves bogged down with excessive regulation and unabigympetence of previous Attorneys-General, both Labor and
to attract investors who would prefer to take their money tq jperal; nor is it justifiable to suggest that the advice that has
other places where less complicated procedure is involved ifeen received from the South Australian Crown Law
conceding the notion and turning it into a business realitypepartment on this matter only arises out of the decision, in
whatever that business may be. recent times, of the High Court judges to participate con-
In this instance, this bill sets out to rectify a problem thatsciously, deliberately and vocally in legislating instead of
has not been created so much by the legislation, althoughterpreting the law.
perhaps that might have been foreseen. It needs to be Mr Speaker, | know that you understand the role of
remembered, might | remind the member for Spence angarliament and the concept of the separation of powers, and
other members, that the legislation amended by this bill know that whatever offence | may give by making these
(should it pass) is legislation introduced by the Dunstamemarks will not be to you. However, | invite, indeed urge,
government in 1975. | am almost certain it was introduced byou, sir, to defend me and my right as a member of this place,
Len King, former Attorney-General and more recently theshould | ever come under attack for having referred as | have
Chief Justice. The need to amend it now arises out of the fathis evening to the background of the need for this legislation,
that the Labor Party nationally on winning office during the because | do so realising that it probably will raise the ire of
1980s appointed people to the bench of the High Court whagome judges who are most guilty of the offence of doing what
quite unashamedly, regard themselves as having a responsiey were never asked to do and have never been paid to do.

They have changed the role of the legislature and changed
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The Hon. G.M. Gunn interjecting: under Part 9" We are inserting at this point the definition of

Mr LEWIS: And should never have embarked upon; thethat committee to be established later.
member for Stuart is quite right to say so. I trust that he will - The opposition noted that in this legislation no advisory
mqke a small contribution onlthe measure accordingly. | alseommittee had been appointed to formally monitor the
invite other members to do likewise, and | thank the Housgmplementation of this act. We are aware that in the current
for its attention. act there is such a committee, even though, | must say, | was

. fairly alarmed to find out that it had not met for 10 years—

TheHon. R.G. KERIN (Deputy Premier): I thank the  \yhich is a bit of an indictment. However, this is an extremely
two members for their indication of support for the secon omplex piece of legislation, and many issues will arise in
reading of the bill. | appreciate the defence of the AUOIMeYte|ation to its implementation. We think it is absolutely
General by the member for Hammond, who has semigisical there be some sort of mechanism in the act to monitor
addressed some of the issues raised by the member f@{5; implementation. This is not an unusual thing to do, and
Spence, who in turn queried why the Attorney-General hag ig certainly not an unusual thing to do when embarking on
considered that in this case it is justified to make this billy \vhole new structure, as of course this is.

retrospective. As the honourable member knows, the . . . .
Attorney-General is always somewhat uneasy about retrg- 1Ne_committee is called the Food Quality Advisory

spective legislation, and he has made that very clear on margpmmmee and it has 10 members appointed by the

occasions. Generally, he does not support retrospectivit f(fqvern()frihas dfollov;/s: o?efr:ﬁmlngtgg by the mltngtgr; tﬁn
unless it provides a benefit retrospectively or it confirms whaf! €T O th€ department of the minister, nominatéd by the
the law has always been believed to have done. minister; two persons nominated by the Local Government

The question has been raised by parliamentary counsel Association; one person who, in the opinion of the minister,

to whether the regulation making power in the Real Propert{®> &1 €XPert in a discipline relevant to production, compo-

Act supports a charging of fees on an ad valorem basis. A tl(t)f?, safety or m;trtlﬂonal .Vz_ilt'e of ff?Od; two pﬁrst_ons WQﬁ'
the member for Spence is aware, the charging of registratio '€ Opinion ot theé minister, atter consultation wi
usiness SA, have wide experience in the production,

fees on this basis was introduced in 1975 by the Dunsta - o
government. Various governments, not just this govemmen[nanufacture or sale of food from a business perspective; one

have had the benefit of revenue from those fees over a 2&7S0N nominated by the United Trades and Labor Council;
year period. Retrospective operation protects against &'d WO persons who, in the opinion of the minister, are
challenge to the validity of the regulations, however. Thesur[able persons to represent the interests of consumers.
reason why it was decided to make the bill retrospective from Then there is the usual stipulation about at least one being
January 1975, in particular, is to make it clear that on the face Woman and at least one a man. The functions of the
of the legislation that there is a sound basis for charging theommittee are to advise the minister on any matter relating
registration fees introduced in 1975 and for the revenué0 the administration, enforcement or operation of this act; to
enjoyed by various governments since that time. consider and report to the minister on proposals for the
There has been no challenge or court case. However, noftaking of regulations under this act; and to investigate and
that the issue has been raised it makes sense to address itf@ROrt to the minister on any matters referred to the commit-
any event, we must make a change in order to enact tge for advice.
regulation which parliamentary counsel will certify. If we  To sum up, we believe that this is a significant new area
were not able to apply the amendments back to 1975, as wasthe regulation of the food industry. We all know, and most
a question from the member for Spence, even though nof us who have already spoken on this bill have commented
challenge has been initiated or even suggested, it would nogn the fact, that there are many unknowns and many issues
offer an invitation to someone who may have, perhaps, paithat will need to be worked through on an ongoing basis. For
a large fee to mount a challenge. That possibility should béhat reason, the opposition believes that such a committee will
avoided. In the government’s view the issue has now beebe an important addition to the legislation.

identified publicly, and | thank members for their supportof N\ McEWEN: On a point of clarification, we are dealing

the t_"”- . . .. with clause 4, to which we may need to add some further
Bill read a second time and taken through its remainingefinitions as a consequence of the potential successful
stages. movement of the amendment to 95B. Surely we would deal
with that after we have debated the tabled amendments to
FOODBILL 95B as a consequential amendment, rather than having a long
In committee. and tortuous debate now about somg hypothetical definitions?
(Continued from 17 May. Page 1626.) The CHAIRMAN: The problem is that the honourable
member is talking about introducing a new clause 95A. That
Clause 3 passed. cannot even be considered if we do not consider the amend-
Clause 4. ments that we are currently debating.
Ms STEVENS: | move: Mr McEWEN: With due respect, many other times in this
Page 7, after line 2—Insert: place we have debated an amendment that has other conse-
‘Committee’ means the Food Quality Advisory Committee quential amendments, earlier in the bill, and the process has
eSt‘?‘C%“uSr?glc,j rli]r;c;ere]rSPart 9 then been to further amend or add definitions.
(a) a council under the Local Government Act 1999; or The CHAIRMAN: The chair understands the predica-
(b) a body established by a council or councils under the Locaiment that the committee is in. If the member for Gordon is
Government Act 1999; of the opinion that the rest of the bill or other sections of the

This amendment inserts a definition of ‘committee’ whichbill need to be debated before this particular section, then he
means ‘the Food Quality Advisory Committee establishedvould move to have clause 4 postponed.
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Mr McEWEN: | am happy to so move. | would have definition of ‘food transport vehicle’. The problem at the
thought that we could do it at the direction of the chair but,moment is that, as the definition stands in clause 4, it is a
if you would prefer a motion, | am quite happy to so move.vehicle for the use and transport of food for sale. Unfortu-

The CHAIRMAN: It is difficult for the chair to make nately, often within the chain that vehicle will be used for
such a direction. purposes of transporting food other than for sale. It will be

Mr McEWEN: | am quite happy to move that the food for packaging or further processing. Either we need to
amendments to clause 4 as registered by the honouraldenend the definition to read ‘food for further processing or
member be deferred until such time as we debate clause 958ale’ or, as an alternative, to simply delete the words ‘for

The CHAIRMAN: The honourable member is suggestingsale’, because in clause 5 the definition of ‘food’ captures the
that debate on clause 4 be deferred? broader meaning | am alluding to. | will not yet move the

Mr McEWEN: No, | am moving that those foreshadowed amendment as | seek advice from the minister before so
amendments to clause 4, which are part of the registeredbing. The definition as it stands is not appropriate.
amendments of the honourable member, be so far deferred The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The definition of ‘vehicle’
until we have the debate on new clause 95B. also includes any vehicle where there is handling of food

The CHAIRMAN: If that is the case, the chair would which is intended for sale. For example, in the case of a
suggest that we deal with clause 4 but that we come back &ctory in the South-East that has processed potatoes, they
a later stage to deal with the amendments thereto, whictimen go from that factory to another factory, still in the same
would mean that the clause would need to be reconsideredwnership, so there is no formal sale in the transport process.

Mr McEWEN: Absolutely. It is then going to another factory still owned by the same

The CHAIRMAN: Then we continue to deal with clause person and eventually it will be sold. Itis then caught by this
4 but not the amendments. Does the honourable member wikyislation, as is any food that is intended for sale.
to speak to clause 4 other than the amendments? Mr McEWEN: If that is the case, then the definition here

Ms STEVENS: | wanted to be clear about the definition poses some difficulties. If we simply deleted the words ‘for
of 'sell. A concern has been mentioned to me that thissale’ so that ‘food transport vehicle’ means ‘a vehicle used
definition in its present form may not adequately cover foodor the purpose of transporting food’, you will be safe
given away for the purposes of charity. Will the minister because ‘food’ is defined further on in the bill. | hear what the
respond to that, and then | will perhaps give some examplesinister is saying, but | think there is a flaw in the definition,

TheHon. DEAN BROWN: | think that is right. If the  because we transport food from time to time for a purpose
honourable member refers to paragraph (m), it provides ‘givether than sale. Ultimately some time down the track after
away for the purpose of advertisement or in furtherance o§ome processing or packaging the food is to be sold, but that
trade or business'. If it were to be given away in charity, itis not the purpose of the transporting during the chain. | see
would not be covered by this legislation. Therefore, if | haveno downside but a lot of upsides to amending that definition
surplus apricots on my tree or something like that and | maket this time.

a neighbourly gesture and take a pie to my neighbour, it The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | understand why the
would not affect that food. honourable member has come to the conclusion he has: he is
Ms STEVENS: | accept that example, but what about |ooking at the definition of ‘food transport vehicle’, which
Meals on Wheels, for instance, and also the Salvos at a dafieans ‘a vehicle used for the transport of food for sale’.
centre, giving out free food to perhaps 50 or 100 people whejowever, if he looks at the definition of ‘handling’ and at
come into their centre? clause 6—Meaning of ‘food business'—he will see that it

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Meals on Wheels are caught states:
by the legislation and Meals on Wheels people understand |, his act, food businesmeans a business, enterprise or activity
that (I have had numerous discussions with them), becaugether than a business, enterprise or activity that is primary food
there is a payment there. In terms of, say, a soup kitchemyoduction) that involves—
such as the soup kitchen that pulls up in Gawler Place each (&) the handling of food intended for sale; or
night, run by St Vincent de Paul, it would not apply to that,  (P) the sale of food,

Ms STEVENS: What about in a charitable organisation’s You have to read that definition of ‘vehicle’ in conjunction
premises where they might be giving out food free but quitevith the definition of ‘handling’ and clause 6. Whilst without
a large number of people are all seated in the dining roomthose clauses the honourable member could come to such a

TheHon. DEAN BROWN: Many of those do charge a conclusion, if he takes clause 6 into account he will see that
simple fee of $1. There may be some exemptions. | have bed¢hat changes the impact of that definition.
into a number of them and in fact looked at one fairly recenty MsWHITE: | flagged a question in my second reading
and found that they ask for and expect a contribution of $bspeech that cuts across the questions of the members for
or something like that. In that case therefore | believe they arklizabeth and Gordon. The minister said earlier that transpor-
caught. If they are caught for one meal, then they are caughgtion or handling of food on the way and for the purpose of
even though they may occasionally give away some of theipeing sold further down the track is caught. | refer to a
food without any donation at all. The majority of them would situation in which | and a number of others find ourselves
be caught because in most cases they ask for some contribshen donating food to charities. In my case | receive very
tion. In some cases they say to the person, ‘If you havéind and sometimes anonymous gifts from growers in my
nothing, you don’t have to pay’; or, if they ask if a person canarea of huge guantities of caulies, cucumbers and all the rest,
pay and that person does pay, then they are caught. and out of politeness | will take one or two and usually donate

Mr McEWEN: | have some problems with the definition the rest to Meals on Wheels.
of ‘food transport vehicle'. | have a number of problems with  There is also the scenario of food banks, and | imagine
transport vehicles through the bill and we will deal with themthat a number of organisations donate food to charitable
as the night unfolds. | need to seek advice from the ministeorganisations. The issue that interests me in relation to the
before foreshadowing two alternative amendments to thdiscussion we have just had with the other two members who
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have posed questions relates to the implications of this bill for The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | am sorry; | was not quite

the transport and handling of food by individuals or organisasure. If the honourable member is talking about supported
tions that then donate that food to a charity that may or mayesidential facilities, yes, they are caught because they are
not ask for a donation in return for the supply of a cookedcharging a fee for accommodation and a meal.

meal or sale of that food. What are the implications? Mrs Maywald interjecting:

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Parliamentary counsel can ~ The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Because they are charging
correct me if | am wrong, but my assessment would be thagn overall fee, which includes a meal, they are caught by this
because it is going to either a food bank or Meals on Wheeldggislation.
the food ultimately will be sold, so there is an obligationon  MrsMAYWALD: | now turn to the second half of my
the person, even though it may have gone from one persdtuestion. If they are caught by this legislation, what are the
to another as a gift, because eventually the food will be solémplications in terms of auditing activities happening within
(because both the food bank and Meals on Wheels sell theidividual homes? A food business can be audited by an
food). There is an obligation for safe handling as requiredndependent private auditor under a food plan, whether they
under the act. are, as | understand it, rated as low, high or medium risk, and

MsWHITE: What is the practical implication of that in the number of audits that are undertaken is based on that

terms of educating the community and potential liability classification. If there is, for example, a risk factor that

donors of food would have, given that they are caught upf€duires two audits per year, how does that correlate with
perhaps unwittingly, in these food handling measures? Whauditing what happens in the homes of individuals rather than
are the full implications for the community and those donors3he business operation of the supported accommodation

. ; business?
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: If the food is for sale then
there is a requirement for the safe handling, transport, The Hon. DEAN BROWN: They would be assessed as

processing and storage of that food right through. Th medium risk and therefore audited once a year. They would

honourable member asked about the implication of that. Sa§)© caught by the provision. They would be audited once a
for instance, you take a bag of potatoes from one of youY&ar @nd they would have to have a food plan. | know the sort
growers and you take that bag of potatoes to the food ban f facilities about which the honourable member refers. In
as long as you are handling that in a safe manner, you a? ct, | was with a group of operators of those facilities on
okay. You are not receiving reward for it, so you are not unday and, invariably, they would have 25 or 30 residents—
required to be audited. The only obligation on you is to do itS°Me would have fewer and some would have more. They

in a safe manner, and that is exactly the sort of emphasis thiould supply a meal gnd, invariablyf, take somewhere
there should be. For instance, it would be wrong for you t°€tWeen 75 per cent and 85 per cent of a person's pension,

knowingly put a bag of potatoes in the boot of a car with gand that would cover accommodation, a bed, washing and

four gallon can of dieldrin, some insecticide, or somethingOWering facilities and, in most cases, three meals a day.
like that, knowing that there was likely to be contamination, MsWHITE: Whatis th_e principle behind th'_s legislation
in the boot of the car. That would be an offence under the acf! térms of how food businesses are treated in the sense of

but you are not receiving reward, so there is no requiremeriiiferent sectors of the same industry? | mentioned in my
for an audit, for instance. contribution that concerns have been raised in the childcare

MrsMAYWALD: My question relates to disability sector_—and, conversely,_ln the aged care sector—where you
- . . -have different types of child care. At one end of the scale you
services that provide accommodation and household assi ave hiahly accredited and requlated child care. You have a
ance to disabled persons and whether or not they would b gnly 9 :

considered as a food business under the act. A number g@?ﬁ;%ﬂe %f;egglraetl?g rmélsgg’ figgyai%yfgﬂﬁ- ig’ 3::(2;6
services in the community go into people’s homes an g day ’ y y cay

provide assistance to help disabled people to cook foo g[‘vbggr\:v r|]-|E)c\)/vcv';/(ialtl:?l‘ﬁ:’F%%(ijagi(ﬁr'][ra(l,actaiLec;saenk?ugi\]/’](z’gggg’g n
within their houses. They do it for a fee for service as part o The .are all businesses and so charae for a ser\}ice
the accommodation provision that is provided. | am just y 9 ’

concerned that if they are caught by this legislation the :ri?e; fI(t)Prr?alln dt;eccéll;eer::t:n(t)rv;/nahcorsc%;g?:gﬁcr)atoi:]s g\(,evr?tre
would have to put in place a food plan. How would that be ’ y ! pping

audited and what are the implications for auditing within something informal, such as a.one-off sort of cre_che foran
. event—all those sorts of things. Under the Food Bill, will all
private homes?

. these businesses be treated on the same footing and have the

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | am not quite sure. Perhaps game food standard requirements and, if so, there are other
the member for Chaffey could clarify her question. Is thereqjations about which I see no mention in this bill. | refer
honourable mem_ber t_alkl.ng about a domestic home? to the regulations that regulate long day care centres, which

Mrs Maywald interjecting: appear in the Education Act and other acts, and family care.

TheHon. DEAN BROWN: As | understand it, the |t may be the same with aged care; | am not sure.
honourable member is indicating that they would prepare a | do not see any repeal of any of those regulations or
very small quantity of meals. Perhaps the honourable membetandards or even reference to them. How are different sectors
could explain her question in more detail. of the one industry treated as far as food standards and food

MrsMAYWALD: The type of service providers about safety are concerned under this bill? That really has not been
which | am talking are the supported accommodatiorexplained. Is it the minister’s intention that there will be some
organisations which support disabled people in privateepeal of all the regulations under, say, the Education Act that
accommodation. Those organisations not only support theegulate some forms of child care and then all the sectors will
accommodation and collect a rental for the housing but alsoome under the same standards; or will there be a layer of
provide services within that house to support the disabledegulations under the Education Act, plus those that may be
person for whom they also collect a fee. Part of that serviceomplementary, or contradictory, and then some sectors of
is to provide assistance with the preparation of meals. the industry having less regulation? What is the intention and
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how does the minister intend to handle different forms of, MsSTEVENS: | am intrigued by clause 5(c) and | would

say, child care, which perform exactly the same function irike the minister to explain it.

terms of serving food? TheHon. DEAN BROWN: The type of substance to
TheHon. DEAN BROWN: First, they are selling a which that might refer is perhaps an anti-foaming substance

service, which includes the provision of food, and all of themin a cooking oil that comes into contact with food but is not

would be caught by this legislation. If they were a very smallfinally part of the food.

operation, say, someone who had one or two children— Ms STEVENS: | notice that in clause 5(d) chewing gum
Ms Stevens interjecting: has its own special mention. Why is that, please?
TheHon. DEAN BROWN: If it is a very small family TheHon. DEAN BROWN: It is talking about what is

day care situation and its total turnover for the year is lessood and food includes chewing gum. It is as simple as that.

than $25 000, it is not required to go through the audit Ms Stevens interjecting:

process. o TheHon. DEAN BROWN: Probably because chewing
Ms White interjecting: ~gum s a little different from most other forms. It could be
TheHon. DEAN BROWN: It would apply to them allin  argued that it is a grey area of definition because it is not

terms of the broad food safety standards. finally ingested. You ingest it, you chew it but you do not
Ms White interjecting: swallow it. There are not too many other foods that you do

TheHon. DEAN BROWN: | will come to that. | that with.
understand that some have fairly general regulations. These \1s STEVENS; In clause 5(3), what does ‘live plant refer
requirements are much more detailed and they would fify7
comfortably under that. We will obviously have to check  The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Which clause is that?
whether there are any regulations that would be ultravires to  \1< STEVENS: Clause 5(3) says, ‘To avoid doubt, food
the regulations here but, to our knowledge, there are nanay include live animals and planté.’ '
With respect to food, they are very general and, in most The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Off the top of my head, |

cases, non-specific, so these new standards would {#it,q¢ think of any live animal that you would consume.
comfortably below that without being in contravention of Ms Stevens: Oysters?

thegn or cqntrad|ctory to them. TheHon. DEAN BROWN: Yes, oysters are probably a
S0, It S|mplly does not matter wheth.e.r you have a Iargegood example—you just don't feel them squirm. ‘Live
childcare facility or a small childcare facility, the food safety plants’, of course, is common '

requirements apply. The only variation would be if it were a ! . . .
very small business worth less than $25 000 per year and thefam?a%ivdiggp\ggg is the difference between a live

formal audit would not be required. That would refer to aP . o .
family occasionally taking in children for child care forOat tﬁgzgi%?.itDisEle\: i?l?/(gl\j\r”r\ln.oAutﬂam thatis still growing
perhaps one day, but it is unlikely that the turnover woul MsSTEVENS: The point of death?

exceed $25 000 a year. ) . .
Mr McEWEN: | will have one final attempt tonight. | heHon. DEAN BROWN: No, an apple is not alive

Perhaps the minister will have a look at this between here arffcause ithas been removed from the plant. There are plenty
another place. The food transport vehicle definition is quit®’ €x@mples where something could be consumed when itis

clear in terms of transport of food for sale. | appreciate thaptill alive.

transport is included as part of handling but not vice versa. Clause passed.

Again, the meaning of ‘food business’ talks about the Clause 6. .

handling of food for sale. | do not think that it is clear in ~MSSTEVENS: I want to pursue the issue of ‘other than
relation to the whole chain of events where further processing business enterprise or activity that is primary food produc-
and value-adding can occur and where the transaction maipn’. Will the minister provide an explanation as to the
not include sale along the way, but this definition could™eaning of the consultation document on this act at page 6
actually exclude from the act a whole lot of food transportat the beginning of the summary section, which states in
vehicles. | want the government at least to have a look at fi€lation to primary industries:

between here and another place because that is a very primary industry would be included on the same basis as already

restrictive definition of ‘food transport vehicle’. The explan- ﬁﬂg’ﬁ%ﬂ S;‘Sac}:?rfég' &%T:égrfet\é‘/teceg Lﬁ]’\éﬁ';fsgui't‘g Itigeaé\%riNCg\lf;
ation of handling, including transport, and, again, a food Zealand (ARMCANZ) and the Ministerial Council on Forestry,

business including handling does not necessarily capture my Fisheries and Aquaculture (MCFFA). This agreement lets
concerns. primary industries achieve equivalence through existing specific

TheHon. DEAN BROWN: | am only too happy to make regulatory systems, or through industry or market-driven systems
sure that we look at that issue. | have been assured by and will synchronise with the national timetables.
parliamentary counsel that that definition is appropriate antlam presuming that, because primary food production is
would catch what | think the honourable member is talkingexcluded from this act, it is covered in some way by what |
about. We will check after the House adjourns and | invite théhave just read. Will the minister explain why, and if that is
honourable member to have a more detailed discussion withot correct, how is primary food production covered else-
someone. | am not a lawyer and | do not profess to be where?
lawyer or a parliamentary draftsperson. | invite the honour- TheHon. DEAN BROWN: The honourable member is
able member to speak to the parliamentary draftsperson arot right in saying that primary food is excluded from this
the matter. If he wants to have still further discussion, | anact. It is not. It is excluded from some provisions under the
happy to arrange for someone from Crown Law to speak tact but it is not excluded from the act. Therefore, the
him. assumption the honourable member has made is incorrect.

Amendment negatived; clause passed. Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: My question is in relation to

Clause 5. the application of this clause to aged care services and
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children’s services. | remind the committee once again that The Hon. DEAN BROWN: In one case the parent was

I have no financial interest of any kind in the childcaresupplying the food and in the other case the centre was
industry, although | once did. The clause says that a foogroviding the food. There is still a duty of care in terms of
business is any enterprise or activity that involves théhow that food is stored; it would be a duty of care under
handling of food intended for sale or the sale of food. Incommon law if nothing else. The legislation is not designed
relation to a childcare centre, its primary function as ao deal with parents who prepare food and give it to their own
business is not to sell food. Its primary function is to sell tochildren. It was not planned for that to be part of this
the customer care for a day or part of a day. The service dégislation. They are two quite different scenarios. Some
food is coincidental to its primary business, which is thecentres may serve to children food prepared by their parents
provision of care: it is not selling food. Could a childcareas well as selling food. If it served the food it would be
centre or aged care service claim that it is exempt on the basisught.

that its business, enterprise or activity does not involve the MsWHITE: Thatindicates a quite different treatment of
sale of food, in that it does not charge separately for food othese two scenarios under this bill. Given that childcare
a meal but, rather, it is coincidental? centres are proposed to be high risk businesses, the highest

TheHon. DEAN BROWN: They are selling a service, end of food standards will apply to those who sell that
and that service includes food; therefore, it is caught by thigervice. However, those centres that simply serve up food
|egis|ati0n_ It would include food in a nursing home, a prOVidEd by the parent are not classified under the bill. There
childcare facility or a hotel. If one bought a package at a hotls  fair gap in the treatment of the centre that serves the food
or a guesthouse and that package included breakfast free fought by the parent and the one, for instance, that mixes up

charge, it would be deemed as being part of the service arifie formula itself. It is a fair disincentive, given that one is
would, therefore, be caught by the legislation. deemed to be high risk and one does not come under the bill

at all. Given the business margin, will that have an impact on
a centre’s willingness to serve food?
TheHon. DEAN BROWN: The parents’ providing the

od would be classed not as high but medium risk in terms

f food auditing requirements. There should not be a major
problem there at present, because this already applies, and

her duties of care apply to child care. The honourable
dnember is trying to create a differentiation and perhaps a
Qproblem.

MsWHITE: That leads to a very important point. The
childcare industry will tell the government—and | am sure it
has already said this—that margins are tight. Most long-da:
care centres provide food as part of their service to parent
They cook the food and provide lunches, morning an

that has been provided by the parent. At present, some
these childcare centres are considering not providing foo
That would be a pity, because in general the quality of foo o
provided for children by most childcare centres is good; in VS White interjecting:

some cases it could be even better than they would otherwise, | "€ Hon. DEAN BROWN: | am just highlighting the
be getting during the day. Situation. First, general duties of care are already there;

A child i id ¢ of it ._secondly, these provisions already apply. | do not think
chridcare centre may provide as part Of ItS SerViCeyy o6 i those circumstances has reported any problems,
cooked food or may prepare food and serve it to children. O

. ! . andld t that th ill b bl .
the other hand, a service may not provide to children food i : Mr 32(,3/' Isl_e'I?ONa-SM?EI?HV\:" Theear:%epr:%efr?gr Taylor

prepares but it could provide packed lunches that parengginted out that there may be a competitive advantage for a
zaVﬁ_brought. 'Il')h%c,er}tre COIUIdh_ and most c_h|r|1dcare (I:entr me-based family day-care service provider in that they do
dot |T7d—serveb aby's ormg %t at pargT'?tsAmlg tsupp y_OFLot have to comply with the audit requirement because their
It could even be expressed breast milk. As a new parent, i, .,over may be under $25 000 and it involves a small
have found it hygienically important that bottles of milk are

operation. Of course, they are in competition with the
stored and handled correctly. Food may be prepared by ongyjqcare centre, which will be a target because it is bigger,

childcare centre and sold as part of the service, but another J .. \isible and has to comply with audits and all their
centre may serve children food that it does not buy O bTePa ssociated costs. That is a regulatory issue in terms of
Are those two centres treated differently under this bill? This, ;o evitive advantage to one service provider over the other.
has an implication for schools as well, where children ar

. . X wever, the minister has answered that question, so | will
supervised at lunchtime eating lunches that have been packgd; 4<k him to repeat it
by their parents. '

) Could a childcare centre seek to escape this disadvantage
TheHon. DEAN BROWN: Yes, they are different. In (which will be imposed upon it relative to family day care)
one case the parent has provided the food, and in the othgy arguing that the turnover of the food component of its
case the centre has pI’OVided the food. If the children WerBusiness is less than $25 000, and therefore the audit
eating food prepared only by the parents, the organisatiofequirement should be exempt, because, although, in a sense,
would not be classed as a food business. its turnover may be greater, the food component is smaller
MsWHITE: So the childcare centre could mix up a tin and therefore its business turnover does not warrant auditing?
of formula and serve it to a child? Alternatively, a parent TheHon. DEAN BROWN: The position is that they
could bring in a bottle which is put in the refrigerator and could not escape it. We are dealing with the turnover of the
then served to a child by the care workers. Those twdotal business, not the turnover of just the food component
scenarios are treated totally differently under this bill. Oneside. Therefore, even though their food turnover might be
meal has been bought by the centre and provided as part akll less than $25 000, if their total turnover is more than
the service and the other meal has been provided by tH&25 000 they would be caught. Once again | need to highlight
parent. The centre’s duty of care requirements would dictatthe fact that both scenarios are caught by the legislation.
that the bottle brought in by the parents would have to b& here is simply the exemption from the audit provision for
stored correctly. Will the minister comment on that differ- the very small business, the micro business, that is—
ence? Mrs Maywald interjecting:
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TheHon. DEAN BROWN: Yes, and for a business such regulations; and, by and large, it does not have to comply
as that the actual cost incurred might be $100 (or somethingith the Food Bill, yet it is a for profit business being run
similar), because you are dealing with a medium to low riskrom home, dealing with children and serving them food. |
area and therefore you are dealing with something that has @m concerned that, if we are to have a measure designed to
be audited only once a year. Therefore, the cost is likely t@rotect people from becoming ill as a consequence of
be $100, $120, or $150 at most. It is not as if you areconsuming food, we ought to apply a common standard
suddenly saying that this will put the larger day care centrecross the board.
at a huge disadvantage compared to the micro business. That The minister has explained that the common standard is
would not be the case. there, but not the audit provision. | am not sure whether | am

MrsMAYWALD: | want to pursue the disability services seeking the minister’s response, but | am simply putting on
line again in relation to the food business meaning undethe record that we need to address this issue with our
clause 6. My original question was along the lines ofregulatory arrangements. We provide a financial disincentive
supported accommodation and food, but there are othdor a couple who, say, run a childcare centre; and we create
businesses, disability service providers, that go into then advantage for the same couple who happen to run a family
private homes of disabled people and provide householday care business at home because it happens to be home
assistance in relation to how they manage their homes, arighsed and a little smaller. There is a little more red tape for
that would include the preparation of food. The minister hashe childcare centre as distinct from the family day care
indicated that those types of businesses would be included lsusiness. I think that was the same point that the member for
the auditing process. Chaffey was making about catering services.

| fail to see how we would have the right to audit a TheHon. DEAN BROWN: | understand what the
business that carries on the activity in a private home. Hownhember is saying, but if | turned around and imposed an
would we get around the privacy issues in relation to enteringudit provision, a training provision and a food plan provision
the private home of someone who has invited a person in ten a business that was turning over $10 000 a year, | bet you
provide a service in that house? | would be the first to be stood up, mocked and criticised for

TheHon. DEAN BROWN: In relation to all the planning  threatening the viability of those businesses. Therefore, we
on this legislation regarding a person coming into a privatéave decided that some realism has to be brought into this,
home (and | am differentiating between a private home andnd that is why the micro business is allowed to be exempt,
the supported accommodation facility), as would occur undefiot from a provision of having to provide, say, food and the
our HACC programs and a number of programs such as thadther provisions—the general standards under the act—but
and working in the person’s own kitchen, in fact the legisla-at least from the audit and the food plan aspects.
tion does not apply. o MsWHITE: A point of clarification, earlier | noted that

MrsMAYWALD: Does that mean that the legislation the minister described childcare centres as being medium to
would also not apply to people who operate catering businesow risk. A couple of weeks ago, one of the peak associations
ses where they supply dinner party facilities in privatewrote to me, and at that time they were definitely under the
homes? . impression that they were high risk. Will the minister clarify

TheHon. DEAN BROWN: The first case would not \hether they will be classified as medium risk and not high
apply because the person who comes into the home is usingk?
food within the home and preparing the food. In the second  The Hon. DEAN BROWN: It depends partly on the

case (and this is well known), some people who can afforghatyre of the food they serve. If they were serving seafood,
it might invite a well-known chef to come into their home to \ypjich tends to be a high risk area—

cater for a big dinner party; it might be for eight people orit  \1s\white: Fish is common.

might be for 50 people, but it is in the home' However, TheHon. DEAN BROWN: But there are certain types
because that business would bring the food with them, theys so 4to0q that are riskier than others. It depends slightly on

are caught. If they do not bring the food with them, they ar o a1re of the food served but, generally, in that area it
not caught. The majority of people who do door-to-doory, 4 probably be low to medium sort of food they would
catering on an occasional basis in most cases prepare so serving to children
of the meals and supply at least part, if not all, of the food, so Clause passed '
they would be caught. Clause 7 ’

That is one group to whom | gave thought because they ) ) )
might do it only five or 10 times a year. It might be for a few The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | move:
small dinner parties. | know some people who do that: they Page 10, line 26—After ‘caught’ insert— _ _
just love cooking, they love putting on dinner parties and they, -.Of o1 Prerises that ars asli_oc;atgd ‘.’V'lzh éhﬁ premyses O”HWht'Cg
do it for other people almost as a hobby, but itis commercialorece?lj)gh‘t’\'a‘S grown, raised, cullivated, picked, harvested, coflecte
Although they are caught by the legislation in terms of food  page 11, after line 5—Insert—

standards because they are supplying the food, they will not (ab) the packing or treating of food on premises that are

be caught by the audit provision because their business will associated with the premises on which it was grown,
turn over less than $25 000 raised, cultivated, picked, harvested, collected or caught
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH N | am interested in the member if carried out by a person who has purchased the food, or

\ . S . . ) who is carrying out the packing or treating under contract
for Chaffey’s question and also this line of inquiry regarding (not being a contract of employment): or

the small home based business versus its competitor. | am not Page 11, after line 8—Insert—

sure whether | am making a comment or seeking the minis- (€) For the purposes of this section, premises are associated with
ter's response. However, | make the point that, if one take§ach other if they form part of a single enterprise.

family day care as a case in point, this is a business run fofhis amendment was raised with me by the member for
money; it does not have to apply for childcare accreditationChaffey. We have looked carefully at the definition and have
it does not, by and large, have to comply with childcareagreed to amend the definition. Clause 7(1)(b) provides:
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the packing, treating (for example, washing) or storing of foodintention of the exemption); or are you now saying he is
on the premises on which it was grown, raised, cultivated, piCke%aught within the act and therefore is not exempt simply
harvested, collected or caught. because the land on which he was growing the crop he did not
The member for Chaffey raised with me a case in her homewn but, rather, leased? | am not sure you have explained to
town of Waikerie where a producer has some orchards on onmae what you mean by ‘caught’.
side of the river and facilities on their land on the other side  The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | misunderstood. | thought
of the river to do the packing. The fruit is picked on the it was a different circumstance about which you were talking.
northern side, transported to the southern side and packediiithe farmer is leasing the land—
their own facilities. It is not on the same piece of land asis Mr McEwen: Do not worry about the farmer who is
required under the present clause 7(1)(b) because it is not ¢gasing land: worry about the farmer who is growing the crop.
the premises on which it is grown, but it is still on premises  The Hon. DEAN BROWN: If the farmer growing the
owned by the grower and there has been no sale in betweetrop is leasing the land but then putting the product through
Therefore, | have drafted an amendment to ensure that theiteir own processing facility, they are exempt. Therefore,
is clearly understood. We are proposing to insert after théhey are classed as a primary food producer.
word ‘caught’ the words ‘or on premises that are associated MsWHITE: On the issue of primary producers, |
with the premises on which the food was grown, raisedunderstand that you are not caught if you treat a primary
cultivated, picked, harvested, collected or caught’. In otheproduct. What happens a lot on the Adelaide Plains is that one
words, they are associated because they have the sampewer will grow the crop and another person will treat the
ownership and they are part of the same operation. Clausgop in some way—wash it, prepare it, fumigate it, and so on.

7(3) provides that: Under this provision they are not primary producers if they
For the purposes of this section, premises are associated wigif€ treating the crop, but how does the $25 000 exemption
each other if they form part of a single enterprise. apply? Is it $25 000 over the whole process chain? What

If a person owned two different companies and they were ndiften happens on the Adela|.d'e Plains, for example, is that one
part of the same enterprise, they would be caught. | can thin#fower has some sort of facility to treat crops and that grower
of one particular case in the Riverland—also in the membeyill treat their own crops as well as neighbouring crops. On
for Chaffey’s home town or down the river a bit—where the one hand, if they are treating their own crops they are
there is an operation to grow fruit but they put it through aPfimary producers and exempt but, if they are treating
juicing plant which is owned by the same family but which N€ighbours’ crops, they are not primary producers for that
has other shareholders. Even though it is on the one properusiness. If that is the case, how does the $25 000 apply?
itis a different enterprise. Therefore, it would be caught—as 1heHon. DEAN BROWN: What the honourable
it should be caught. m'ember has outlllned is very common in the citrus industry
Mr McEWEN: The minister is right when he indicates With small packing sheds. The Citrus Board of South
that the member for Chaffey pointed out one set of circum#\Ustralia generally gives them a licence that says that they
stances, which | understand he has attempted to address aff Only allowed to pack their own citrus or they are allowed
the same discussion | pointed out another set of circund Pack citrus for others. In some cases they might have a
stances which | am not convinced are captured here. Often fjgnificant operation of their own. Vitor is a classic example.
the potato industry, the potato grower leases land to grow!tor. Which is the Yandilla Park packing operation, have
potatoes. He has a central facility where he grades and packePstantial orchards of their own.

potatoes. | am not sure that we have captured that situation 1h€y pack that but they also pack very substantial
here. quantities for other people. Because they pack for others they

Equally, it is the one individual who is running his own &€ caughtby the provision. In terms of the $25 000, it would
operation and moving around in rotation, growing onPe a minute business if a fruit grower were producing less

different land, sometimes owned by him and sometimedan $25 000 worth of crop per year. .
leased. Obviously, the premises on which he packs the MsWHITE: If they are a primary producer for their own

; ; ; ‘crop but they also treat their neighbour’s crop, does the
potatoes is not the same premises on which he grows them\/\ﬁ]25 000 apply to all of their business plus the business

so we have caught that bit—but he does not necessarily o . . S ) Y
the land. Have we gone that far in terms of this amendment@e”erate‘j by virtue of treating their neighbour’s crop or is it

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | refer the honourable just what they charge their neighbour that comes under the

e : 5 000, because that can be under $25 000?
member to the other part of the amendment which is deagne%2 ' )
to clarify that circumstance as well, that is, ‘the packing or TheHon. DEAN BROWN: The $25 000 relates not to

treating of food on premises that are associated with th hat they do for their neighbour but to the total turnover of

. P : : . e enterprise.
premises on which it was grown, raised, cultivated, picked, ) . o
harvested, collected or caught if carried out by a person whg,_MS STEVENS: My question relates to the definition in
has purchased the food, or who is carrying out the packing ause 7(2) of ‘substantial transformation of food'. | note that

. : ;manufacturing or canning’ is cited as an example in the
treating under contract (not being a contract of employment) legislation an% | won derghow we are going to getermine
Clause 7(2) provides: '

) ) ) , whether something has been substantially transformed. Is it

However, primary food production does not include just by people bringing examples and your saying yes or no?
If a farmer had some land that he leased out to someone tdow are people to work out whether something has been
grow a potato crop under contract, then in fact they are cauglsubstantially transformed? For example, is drying apricots
by this provision because there is a specific contract for thgubstantial transformation’? How do people know what that
growing of that crop with a different body. actually means?

Mr McEWEN: | am not sure what you mean by ‘caught TheHon. DEAN BROWN: Some work has been done
by this provision’. Are they exempted because it is anin trying to identify that sort of significant transformation.
individual growing and packing his own product (which is theBasically, cooking, pasteurisation, desiccation, chopping or
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cutting (that is edible parts), bottling or canning, crackingwhether we can still be assured of safe food with those limits

open, peeling or crushing are the types of activities that than place.

honourable member is talking about. TheHon. DEAN BROWN: Parts 4 and 6 relate only
Ms STEVENS: Most of the things the minister listed are where there is believed to be or has been an offence. In the

not here, so | presume that they will be in the regulations. case of Nippy’s, we had the food poisoning outbreak and
TheHon. DEAN BROWN: They are not in the act and then, to be able to try to track back to the primary producer

not intended to be. It is not intended to put them into thethe source of that outbreak, they could then go into a packing

regulations: they will be in guidelines put out in terms of theshed, even though the packing shed was owned by a primary

operation of the act. _ _ producer and was only packing fruit from the primary
'MsSTEVENS: What about the dried apricots? The producer. That is there for protection, and the Nippy’s case
minister did not answer that one. is a classic example of where that power would be and was

TheHon. DEAN BROWN: Yes, | mentioned that one: used. We went into two packing sheds that were supplying
that is desiccation. In fact, you do not dry apricots by justoranges to Nippy’s, and that is where we found the primary
drying them: you dip them in a sulphur mix or treat them insource of the salmonella.
sulphur gas to form a sulphur dioxide, so there is not justthe s STEVENS: The minister has said that there are limits
desiccation but also the treatment. _ on the exercise of the inspection and sampling powers. What

MrsMAYWALD: With the likes of cracking, any |imits would they be?
process that involves the cracking of almonds, for example, The Hon, DEAN BROWN: This gives them the power
if that is done on site, would not be considered part of thgg jnvestigate and prosecute for offences against the act or the
primary production; is that right? regulations.

A ThedHOF‘- DEA'\ll BROWN: Tlhat '3 right. Fot: m_stanc_e,t Ms STEVENS: The minister stated in his second reading
MONACO IS your CIassIC example and a Major buSINESS In h§peech that there are limits on the exercise of the inspection

Riverland at Renmark. It is a'superb facility. It basically and sampling powers. What limits are there, and why are
cracks open almonds but then in many cases processes th%re limits? '

further. That would definitely be caught and should be The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The limits are in clause

caught—and it would want to be caught. .
MrsMAYWALD: | agree that Almondco does have _10(2). | refer the h(_)noura_ble member to clause 10(2), which
i the answer she is looking for.

ignificant involved and should b ht, but
significant processes InVovec ant SHOUE be caugnt, B4 MrsMAYWALD: Clause 10 refers to parts 5, 7 and 8,

was referring more to an organisation such as Lindsay , . . . .
Almonds, for example, which actually grows the almonds,}j"h'Ch do not apply in respect of primary food production. |

cracks them on site and then transports them to other placé‘%fer to part 5 relating to improvement notices and prohibition

for further processing. It seems to me ludicrous that someorffd€rs: and | will use the Nippy's example. If a problem is
found and there has been a complaint, is prosecution the only

who can put an orange through the process of washing it; - d ;
treating it, oil treating it and putting it in a box is not included C0Urse of action that can be taken against a primary producer,
gr is it because they do not have an auditing process in place?

yet someone who cracks an almond and puts it in a truck t . . -
transport it somewhere else is. I'understand that if a food business has an auditing process

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: They would not be caught, in place an auditor v_viII deterr_nine that there is a prot_)lem at
because they would be a primary producer. In the examplif'€ Premises and will work with the premises to rectify that
given, they are growing the stuff themselves. In preparing th@rpblem before any prosecution may occur, Wherea§ with the
guidelines, we would want to be out there consulting withP"'mary producer there is no provision: it is one strike and
people so that we can be very careful about what is decidefP! &€ out. The only provision under the actis to prosecute.

should be caught. Hulling is a classic example and probabl{ that correct?

a better example; therefore, a huller, because it does not TheHon. DEAN BROWN: No. I assure the honourable
specifically affect the food, | would not think would be Member that we can, we would and we do go in and work
caught. But they are some of the grey areas that need to B4th them to improve their food hygiene standards. It does
worked through and will be in terms of preparing the broad0t have to be a prosecution. | recall in one case (and I will

guidelines. not give the name for reasons of commercial confidentiality)
Amendments carried; clause as amended passed. where we worked with the primary producers and systemati-
Clauses 8 and 9 passed. cally tried to track down the source of a salmonella food
Clause 10. poisoning case. We worked for some time with those primary

Ms STEVENS: This relates to the application of the act Producers.
to primary food production and the fact that parts 5, 7 and 8 | can think of another case as well where a salmonella
do not apply. In the minister’s second reading explanation heutbreak occurred with a primary producer. We worked with
said that the provisions of the bill in relation to notices,them and have not prosecuted them. This would continue
auditing and notification do not apply to primary food under the new Food Bill as well. Personally, | believe—and
production and there are limits on the exercise of thet is the view of the department as well—that it is probably
inspection and sampling powers in relation to primary foodnore important to get in there, unless there is a malicious
producers. Why are there limits? breach of the act, work with them and identify why they have
Can we be assured that those functions, limited though food poisoning problem and have salmonella on their
they may be, according to the minister, will in fact ensurepremises, rather than prosecute them. In my view prosecution
safe food production? | am asking that in particular becausghould occur only where there has been a deliberate, obvious
of the Nippy’s orange juice issue where, from memory, theor continued breach of the act.
contamination occurred through the washing of oranges with  Mrs MAYWAL D: Clause 10(2) provides:
water that had faecal material in it, which then contaminated  The functions conferred on authorised officers by parts 4 and 6
their food process. | want to know what the limits are andmay only be exercised in respect of primary food production—
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_(a) to enable the investigation and prosecution of offences againpenalties under this clause of $500 000 for the body corporate
this act or the regulations; or and $100 000 or imprisonment for four years were stronger

d(b) in connection with the making or enforcement of emergencyyanaities. Those penalties did not appear in either annexure
orders. .. . ) . A or B. | am not sure how that relates to the others, but the
As | read that, it means that authorised officers have authorininister has, obviously, generally followed the annexure A

sation under this act onIy'to goin, inspe(;t and Seize,'or, undejnd B penalties, or has he also diverted from that in other

part 6, to take samples, if they are looking to investigate fogages?

prosecution. _ TheHon. DEAN BROWN: Yes, we have generally
TheHon. DEAN BROWN: They can go in and take fo|lowed the annexures A and B. In one case where we did

samples to identify the source of the contamination and, ifot, we linked the imprisonment to the $100 000 fine, which
they find the source or suspected source of contaminatiofy the South Australian standard.

they can work with them. They do not have to prosecute; it clause passed.

does not require them to do so. Their entry is based on trying cjause 15.

to identify the source, but that does not mean that they then v swWHITE: This clause talks about the false description

have to prosecute. | indicate that invariably with these thinggf food. Is a food falsely described if the person selling it, or

itis only after some work is done that they may eventuallycaysing it to be sold, fails to declare on a food label or food
find the source. Invariably we find that there is goodwill onpackaging that the food contains a quantity of an ingredient,

the part of the people involved, and naturally so. no matter how small, or that the food has been treated with
Clause passed. some chemical or process if there is evidence that suggests
Clause 11. that some portion of the community could be allergic, say, to

MsWHITE: | seek clarification about which suppliers are that ingredient or treatment process.
caught under this and exactly what is caught by supply of TheHon. DEAN BROWN: The answer is, yes, and some
water for human consumption. SA Water is obviously a watepf those could have serious consequences. For instance, a
supplier. I am thinking particularly of the water delivered via claim might be made that the food contains no peanuts and,
pipeline from the Bolivar facility and SA Water, is transport- in fact, it could contain peanuts. | invite the honourable
ed along the pipeline, delivered at the other end and become@sember to look at a Mars Bar.
part of the vegetable growing process. Will the minister Ms Stevens interjecting:
clarify whether the supply of water for human consumption TheHon. DEAN BROWN: | do not have a Mars Bar
exempts all parts of that process? here: the honourable member will get one in the kitchen.
TheHon. DEAN BROWN: Water supplied for the An honourable member interjecting:
irrigation of crops through Bolivar, to which the honourable  TheHon. DEAN BROWN: Perhaps the honourable
member is referring, is not water supplied for humanmember should go to the bar and get a Mars Bar and we will

consumption. get on with the act. If the honourable member looks at a Mars
Clause passed. Bar she will see that the wrapper reads, ‘This may contain
Clause 12 passed. peanuts.’ The inference is that a Mars Bar is produced on a
Clause 13. production line and it does not, as such, contain peanuts, but
MsSTEVENS: The opposition is pleased to see theit may accidentally pick up a contamination of peanuts. That

increase in penalties under this section. is a classic example of the sort of responsibility that is
The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting: required because we know that some people are allergic to

Ms STEVENS: That is right; we are pleased to see that.peanuts. There are also other food ingredients and, if there is
That undertaking was given back in 1995, so long ago, bua risk of cross-contamination, in fact, they should say so. It
we are pleased, at last, that they are here. | want to askraust also be read in conjunction with clause 21. There are
general question. As | said, the opposition is pleased to sestandards that apply and, clearly, if someone deliberately
that there are increased penalties throughout this sectiohreaches those standards these penalties would apply.
however, | want to return to a quote | read into my second Clause passed.
reading contribution. | quoted the former Minister for Health  Clauses 16 to 20 passed.
when he made remarks on 12 October 1995 about amend- Clause 21.
ments to the Food Act. The first part of the quote relates to MsSTEVENS: This clause deals with compliance with
penalties but, in my second reading contribution, | said: the Food Standards Code, and considerable concerns about

Further in his speech, the then minister said: this compliance have been expressed by various sectors of the

As | indicated yesterday, | am keen to explore amendments to thendustry. | would like, first, to refer to the commitment given
Food Act to allow the institution of proceedings in a more realisticto the Australian Hotels Association by the minister, which
time frame. | have already mentioned and to which the minister referred
I would like the minister to comment on that quote. | have notearlier in the debate: that industry groups will be provided
seen any sign of that. | am wondering whether it does, in factyith funds to allow them to run courses and other training
appear in this legislation and, if so, where and what are thprograms to help businesses develop and implement food
details. safety programs. What is the extent of those funds—people

TheHon. DEAN BROWN: | point out to the honourable are very keen to hear about them—and when will they be
member that, under clause 29, there is, in fact, the chance twailable?
deal with it as an indictable offence. So, yes, thatis covered. TheHon. DEAN BROWN: The desperation of the

Clause passed. member for Elizabeth to find out what is in the budget is

Clause 14. incredible. However, | can assure the honourable member that

Ms STEVENS: Minister, | did go through this section there is a significant allocation of funds in the budget, which
with the two annexures A and B so that | could trace thenwill be revealed tomorrow, and it is a very significant
through. | made a little note on my own copy that theamount. Those funds will be available as from 1 July this
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year. In just 30-odd days time we will have the fundsextensively involved in the Food Safe program. | have talked
available to be able to start those programs. | have beenta the honey industry about three times, and other people
keen supporter of ensuring that this is done working with thérom the department have talked to them as well. These
industry associations. | believe that the federal governmertifferent sections of the industry have already started to think
has also allocated money for the preparation of food planthrough the issue. Certainly, | see no difficulty inimplement-
and working with industry associations. The funds have beeimg it over a two-year period. In some cases, of course, a
allocated over a two-year period and if it needs to bamedium risk business has four years and a low risk business
extended for a third year that can be looked at. The funds thaas six years. So, time should not be a factor.
have been allocated are very significant. In fact, itis notonly  The high risk businesses should already be thinking about
in my area that funds have been allocated: money has alsnany of these issues, and | believe many of them are. | can
been allocated to the primary production area. So, funds hawgve examples of where | have been to significant food
been allocated to two ministries for the purpose of thisoperations involved in the serving of food such as the
legislation. restaurant trade and | have been extremely impressed. They
Ms STEVENS: That is excellent. We will wait and see have already gone through the HACCP procedure, they
what happens tomorrow. In relation to the process ofinderstand the requirements, they have food plans and staff
implementation of the food safety plans and training, thdraining in place and, in some cases, they even have an audit
minister might remember that in my second reading speecin place. It has been my experience that the vast majority
I put on the record information provided by Food Traininginvolved in food manufacturing—perhaps the bigger
SA relating to their assessment of the vocational educatioaperations—are already doing this. As an example—and |
and training implications. There were a number of pointdbbecame aware of this in connection with the Nippy’s situa-
relating to having a coordinated approach. Last Friday, | hatlon—the citrus industry had an Australia-wide standard
the opportunity with the Small Retailers Association to visitprepared for the industry based on HACCP, and they have
a coffee shop in a small shopping centre. | sat down with thguidelines and plans already in place. | think that virtually all
proprietor of that shop and talked about how this would allthe major fruit juicing companies in Australia already have
happen. There is an obvious need for an overall coordinatiothese procedures in place. One where some difficulties were
strategy with either individual businesses or their peak bodie®und was not part of that area.
that will enable this process of implementation to occurina Itis interesting that a lot of those who are not part of those
way that will help businesses do what they have to do anéhdustry standards at present have standards, which would be
allay their fears that it will be very difficult or costly, so that quite satisfactory, and are applying them. The standards
they can do the right thing and end up with the appropriatenight need some slight modification, but in most cases they
plans. They need to understand what they have to do and feebuld be quite satisfactory. Invariably, when an outbreak
confident about it. What will be the implementation procesccurs it is because they are not part of standards that have
for this clause, and how will it be managed? already been adopted for their industry. | know that the
TheHon. DEAN BROWN: First, itis intended totryto unknown and uncertainty create fear for people. We want to
work with the peak bodies—the Small Retailers Associationhelp them through that, but I think they will find that this will
the Hotels Association, the Restaurateurs Association, thee relatively easy. The bigger operations are already doing
Retail Traders Association and a significant number of othethis—or should be.
organisations—and to establish the key principles in their MsSTEVENS: | have been impressed with the number
area and jointly establish standardised food plans for thosef people in this sector, from the trainers to the owners to the
types of businesses. Significant work has already been dopeoducers and so on, who have a lot of good ideas about this
in some areas. The butchering trade has already dormd who have done some thinking, particularly, as the
substantial work and completed training programs as wellminister has said, the larger ones. What people say to me,
and so that type of area can be dealt with fairly quickly.  though, is that they believe that there has not been a lot of
Itis intended to develop the plans and roll those plans outeadership from the minister's department in pulling it
Obviously, we will need to test them but we have time on outogether. They say that a whole lot of people have a lot of
side. We have plenty of time over about a two-year period tgood ideas and are willing to do things but there has been no
(a) develop the plans and (b) look at ensuring that they caleadership in focusing that effort towards the required result.
be adequately implemented by a small business. That hd$at is said to me quite commonly, and that is something that
been my intention throughout: to ensure that the smalinust be done. The sections of the industry that would have
delicatessen, the coffee shop, small businesses in particularmost difficulty are the small concerns. By way of example,
because they are the ones that need the most help—do ratent to a little place on Friday that had a transitory work
have to pay a consultant $2 000 over several days to develdprce which turns over quite often, and it had to undertake
these food plans. They will have existing food plans preparettaining many more times than other businesses.
and, with their own commonsense, be able to implement Also, the proprietors of a number of small restaurants,
them. If they sell smallgoods, they will be involved, as will delis and coffee shops do not speak English as their first
those who sell seafood, while others may not be involved. language. For them the whole issue of communicating these
imagine they will be very broad and flexible plans that will requirements, understanding food safety plans and all the
allow people to pick out the components that relate to thenfood standards, and ensuring that they can get it up to scratch
There will also be advice on how to set about ensuring thatequires a lot of thought, as do special measures to overcome
staff understand the key features. There may well be sombe language barriers that exist.
pretty standard sort of material we would prepare. | can TheHon. DEAN BROWN: In relation to the member’s
imagine perhaps some videos, general workshops and sufitst point, a lot of people out there have their own ideas, and
things that these people would be able to pick up relativelynany have raised them with me. We deliberately have not yet
easily and use. The small business sector has already starfedused on that, and there is a good reason for that. First,
work on that, and a number of companies are already fairlyhere was the need to get the legislation through; and,
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secondly, there was some other fundamental parts of this that Clauses 22 to 24 passed.
we have been trying to put in place nationally. A huge Clause 25.
amount of work has been done on those. People would not MsSTEVENS: Will the minister provide some examples
realise this, but there have been nutrition information panelsf what he is referring to in clause 25(1)(b)?
where South Australia has been somewhat of a leader in TheHon. DEAN BROWN: If a manufacturer in
arguing the case federally. | am delighted to say that the cag&ustralia is producing a food specifically for another country
| argued got through. and it complies with the standards to which that food is
We have been a leader in the area of the labelling ofoing, that is a defence. A classic example might be the
genetically modified foods, and the case | put there has noamount of meat that must be present in meat pies. In Aus-
been adopted nationally. A number of areas have beetnalia, we require that meat pies contain 25 per cent meat, but
building blocks. This is very much about a building block, it may be that the meat pies are being exported to another
because we are almost creating from afresh the standards favuntry that requires only 23 per cent meat. There is a
Australia. One standard we are working on involves thelefence for manufacturing meat pies with containing only
source and country of origin of the product. Another area i23 per cent meat, provided that the meat pies are going to
where health claims are made on the product and dealing witnother country.
those. Clause passed.
We have been putting in place those building blocks. The Clauses 26 to 28 passed.
building block that relates to the audit, the plans and the Clause 29.
training of the staff is further up still. We will be getting to Ms STEVENS: No specific details are provided as to the
that shortly, and that is the time to bring it altogether toexpiation of offences under this clause. Presumably these
provide the leadership and to collect those ideas. | can assumuld be set through regulation. A comment sent to me from
the honourable member that we would want to make sure th#te Australian Institute of Environmental Health says that
we use those ideas. | have been to Regency TAFE, andmesumably these would be set through regulation and they
number of different groups there have passed on differerfurther say:
ideas to me. A lot of other people have raised points with me 1t is considered important that enforcement agencies etc., have
as well and suggested how this could be done. Equally, éffective expiation powers under any legislation that eventuates,
might add, some work is being done nationally, and thediven that the vast majority of enforcement issues are and will
federal government is saying that that work needs to be dorfé’.ntlnue to.b.e dealt with by this means.
in conjunction with the states and is applicable to individuaiWill the minister comment on their comment?
industries. The Hon. DEAN BROWN: We are referring to clause
| do not think the honourable member should be too29(3), which comes under the Expiation Offences Act, and
concerned at the fact that this has not been brought togeth&p the amounts would be the same as those specified under
yet. However, very shortly, once the legislation has beefhe act. The amounts are in clause 29(3), but the scheme is
passed, then is the appropriate time. There is a time lead, aH@ider the Expiation Offences Act.
we have always known that there is this time lead. Ms STEVENS: What does that mean?
| can give an assurance that we need to deal with different The Hon. DEAN BROWN: What does what mean?
cultural practices and languages, and a range of other issues, Ms STEVENS: Does that mean how it will be adminis-
and we recognise that. All those points will be picked uptered? _
before this becomes operative and specific requirements are The Hon. DEAN BROWN: How it operates, the
put on the operators of the food businesses. administration of the—
MsWHITE: The minister touched on food labelling as ~ Ms Stevens interjecting:
it relates to the food standards code. The minister mentioned TheHon. DEAN BROWN: Yes.
two hot topics of interest in the community with regard to ~ Clause passed.
food labelling, the first being the identification of genetically ~ Clause 30 passed.
modified food, and the second being identification of product Clause 31. . o
as being Australian made or Australian owned, or being MsSTEVENS: Is ‘the relevant authority’ the minister?
produced by Australian owned companies. The minister said The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Yes.
that some work was being done nationally. Will those two ~ Clause passed.
aspects of food labelling appear in the food standards code Clause 32. .
that accompanies this legislation? Ms STEVENS: In relation to a nature of an order under
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The labelling for genetically the emergency powers section, paragraph (a) provides:
modified foods is already in the code. We worked on that require the publication of warnings, in a form approved by the
very extensively for about 2% years. | stress that Australia i§elevant authority, that a particular food or type of food is unsafe.
seen as a leader in setting those standards. No other countiigs that already been established? Are those forms already
in the world has done the work that Australia has done anth use, or are they a new thing that has to be developed as a
carried out two very detailed studies—although we quesresult of the passing of this act; and also will they be
tioned the value of the first study—and implemented themconsistent across the country? | know that this comes from
That is in place. In terms of country of origin, there areannexure A, so is it consistent across the whole country?
already requirements under the code covering that. However, The Hon. DEAN BROWN: We are not talking about
they are inadequate, and they are currently being reviewedpecific format; we are talking about the means by which
The food ministers have discussed this and have asked fpeople are notified. It might be through a newspaper or things
new drafts to be prepared that are much more comprehensigeach as that. In fact, | think we have shown with the Nippy’s
than the requirements already in the code. The code alreadgse that it works reasonably well. What we are referring to
has requirements in both those areas. is the publication of warnings in a suitable form which would
Clause passed. depend on the circumstance. If it is, say, in a small local
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community, it might be that we require them to publishitin  Progress reported; committee to sit again.
the newspaper and announce it on the local radio station, or

something such as that; or put up notices in the shop window SITTINGSAND BUSINESS
ifitis a product that is being sold particularly in one shop. It .
would vary from circumstance to circumstance. TheHon. DEAN BROWN (Minister for Human

Ms STEVENS: All those points are good and | do not Services): | move:

have a problem with any of them. The most important issue _, 1hat the time for moving the adjournment of the House be
. M . . éxtended beyond 10 p.m.
is that it is done in a timely manner. That was the concern Motion carried

before.
TheHon. DEAN BROWN: Having administered the STATUTESAMENDMENT (GAMBLING
Nippy’s case with the CEO of the Department of Human REGULATION No. 1) BILL

Services, Christine Charles, and all the staff involved—

starting at about half past eight in the morning and going right The Legislative Council agreed to amendment No. 11
through the whole procedure—I think that the Nippy’s casemnade by the House of Assembly without amendment.

has set a benchmark for how that can be done very effectively

indeed. After the Nippy’s case was over, we did a review of APPROPRIATION BILL

it to find out whether there were any weaknesses. There were N .
one or two weaknesses. One problem, for instance, is that WEiF The Legislative Council granted leave to the Treasurer

continually find that GPs do not tend to have fax numbers an on. R.I. Lucas) to attend in the House Qf. Assembly on
very few GPs are on email, or they were then. That will hur_sday3l May 2001 fo_rthe purpose °.f9'V'F‘9 aspeechin
change with time, and therefore the standards will change ifflation to the Appropriation Bill, if he thinks fit.

relation to what you will expect. FOOD BILL

In fact, as a result of that problem, we have asked the
medical board to get more details so that we can ascertain |n committee (resumed on motion).
contact numbers for GPs and put out warnings very quickly Clause 32.
indeed. The Nippy’s case was a very good example. The MsSTEVENS: | want to pick up on one point that the
results did not come in until about 9 o’clock in the morning. minister made about being able to contact GPs because they
We knew laboratory tests were being done at the IMVS, bugften do not have faxes. From memory, that was an issue with
we were prepared and waiting for the results. We had lawyengie Garibaldi saga, too, and | cannot remember whether one
and everyone waiting for those results to come through. Theyf the recommendations of the Coroner was to improve those
were all in my office, and the moment we had a directcommunication mechanisms with GPs. Is the minister saying
confirmation, we put everything into action immediately. that we still have a way to go with that one?

As a result, we were able to notify everyone immediately. TheHon. DEAN BROWN: Work was done after
Even before we had finished discussing this, we had th&aribaldi and further work was done after the meningococcal
owner of Nippy’s on the telephone. | talked to him on thescare, because we were putting out warnings to GPs then. We
telephone, as did our lawyers and Christine Charles as tH&ve moved though to now require the medical board to get
person with the authority. However, before we did that, wedetails. We have found one effective way of dealing with GPs
automatically contacted the Minister for Education and wewho have practices is to do it through the pathology services,
sent notices to all school canteens, because we regardeecause virtually every GP uses a pathology service and uses
orange juice in small containers in school canteens as beir@gy fax stream from a pathology service. So we use that
a crucial area. As | understand it, we had the notices immechanism as well.
schools before recess time. We are constantly moving to try to improve the services.

Ms Stevens interjecting: There are several ways: the fax stream from the pathology

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: We had one group of people services; direct faxes to the GP practices for those who have

I . . o . them, and not all of them do; and there is an increasing
still discussing this and notifying the company InVOIVe‘j’number on email. Clearly that will be the ideal technology in

gﬁ:ﬁj@éﬁgfxmraﬂmﬁ :Egnaklgg]n?)tt ;hulz séi?;a lz;sﬂm?ﬁe future, because it will be so quick and so instant and so
P P eap to cover everyone. We are constantly working on

at all, and then suddenly he was confronted with what woulq’ . S e ?
’ o : . ying to upgrade that, but | think it is fair to say that with
be a huge crisis in terms of the operation of that busmess.l\f“ppy,s we had a marked improvement in performance

feel for someone going through that sudden trauma. Wi . .
: : . compared with what had occurred previously.
immediately sent people to the factory and they arrive Clause passed.

WhI|S't, I think, we were o'n the telephone to the pgrson. . Progress reported; committee to sit again.
It is issues such as this that have to be dealt with. | think
that day we handled the situation very effectively and the ADJOURNMENT
public notices were circulated very quickly as well. They are
the sorts of strategies that must be worked through very At 10.03 p.m. the House adjourned until Thursday 31 May
clearly. at 10.30 a.m.



