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McLachlan and Christopher Pyne. So, at least on Monday
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY they were prepared to put their Party before jobs in this State.

The SPEAKER: Order! Leave is withdrawn. The Leader
Wednesday 4 June 1997 is now commenting. He knows full well that that behaviour
is out of order.
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The Leader of the Opposition
is demonstrating yet again in Question Time who the political
opportunist is, and it is the Leader of the Opposition. The
SUMMARY OFFENCES (PROSTITUTION) Leader referred to the debate in the Senate and the House of
AMENDMENT BILL \Izgglrgijlllwnges over the course of the past week, and he

Petitions signed by 191 residents of South Australia Members interjecting:
requesting that the House urge the Government to support the The SPEAKER: Order!
passage of the Summary Offences (Prostitution) Amendment The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The Leader is inane with his
Bill 1996 were presented by Messrs S.J. Baker, Beckeiterjections.

The SPEAKER (Hon. G.M. Gunn) took the Chair at
2 p.m. and read prayers.

Buckby and Oswald, Mrs Penfold and Mr Wotton. Members interjecting:
Petitions received. The SPEAKER: Order!
The Hon. JW. OLSEN: Whilst the Leader of the
LICENSED CLUBS Opposition chips away on political point scoring on this most

important issue, we will not lose sight of the fight and
Petitions signed by 2 546 residents of South Australiaarguing South Australia’s case. The Leader can play petty
requesting that the House urge the Government to allowocal politics all he wants: we will maintain contact with our
licensed clubs to sell liquor to a club member for consumpfederal colleagues. Let me pick up the point raised yesterday
tion off the premises were presented by Messrs Allisongnd today by the Leader. The opportunistic approach by
Andrew, Cummins, Lewis and Oswald, Mrs Penfold andsimon Crean in the House of Representatives was designed

Mr Wade. to bring about the result he got. He knew he would get that
Petitions received. result in that the Federal Parliamentary Party had not
considered the matter and obviously would not vote on the

PASSENGER TRANSPORT BOARD floor of the House until such a resolution had occurred. They

» ) ) . knew that. It was a political stunt—the sort of political stunt
A petition signed by 84 residents of South Australia\ye see all the time from the Leader of the Opposition.
requesting that the House urge the Government to ensure that \whilst the Leader of the Opposition has been playing his
the Passenger Transport Board include Aldinga in thegjitical opportunistic games we have been pursuing the case
metropolitan ticketing zone was presented by Mrs Rosenbergsr south Australia. Yes, | did speak to Alexander Downer

Petition received. yesterday; yes, | did speak to the industry Minister yesterday;
yes, | have spoken to the Prime Minister; and | will be
LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE speaking again to those Ministers. The Prime Minister

affirmed yet again today just before lunch that he would
speak to me again later today or tomorrow, based on the
models that are being looked at and the options being pursued

Mr CUMMINS (Norwood): | bring up the eighteenth
report of the committee and move:

That the report be received. in consultation with industry in Australia, as indeed we are.
Motion carried. The Leader of the Opposition talks about the EFS scheme that
Alexander Downer—
QUESTION TIME The Hon. M.D. Rann: You're the one talking about it

you've changed your stance already.
The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the Leader of the
AUTOMOTIVE TARIFFS Opposition.

The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The Leader’s constant interjec-

Does the Premier remain totally committed to a freeze on cdfons show him up for exactly what he is.

tariffs and to the continuation of export facilitation and, ifso, ~ Mr Clarke interjecting:

did he speak last night to Alexander Downer and the other The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | am not rattled at all: | am
South Australian Liberal MPs in the Federal Parliament wheticking to the main game. The main game—

gagged the motion that would freeze car tariffs at 15 per cent? Mr Clarke interjecting:

Alexander Downer is quoted in this morning&nancial The SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Leader of the
Reviewas describing any move for a tariff freeze as a ‘grubbyOpposition knows the rules and that he has been out once this
vote-buying strategy’. Mr Downer also said that the Exportsession, so he is warned.

Facilitation Scheme would be abolished. This morning’s The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The main game is to get the
press also reports that, and | quote: ‘Several South Australisight outcome for South Australia. In relation to the EFS
Federal Liberal MPs appeared to soften their stance againstheme everyone knows that there will be no continuation of
tariff cuts. On Monday night, as the House was informedthe current EFS scheme post the year 2000—that is accepted
yesterday, the following South Australian Liberal memberddy all parties. What is important is the replacement EFS
of Federal Parliament voted to gag debate on a motion techeme which Alexander Downer and other Federal Ministers
freeze tariffs at 15 per cent: Neil Andrews, Alexanderhave been working on with industry—

Downer, Trish Draper, Chris Gallus, Susan Jeanes, lan The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting:
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The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader is warned for the and it underscores the importance of the current debate in
second time. relation to tariffs and the export facilitation scheme. Second-

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: —to ensure that we have an ly, in petroleum and petroleum products, an increase in
industry acceptable replacement export facilitation schemexports of some 36 per cent. Thirdly, wine, with an increase
for access to market for products in the future. That is the@f some 29 per cent; and the escalation in the wine industry
most important outcome. | have advised this House before-being able to track further processing into South Australia is
conveniently overlooked by the Leader of the Opposition—certainly an encouraging sign for the future.
that the industry submitted to the Commonwealth Govern- One of the key points to come out of the ABS figures
ment an export facilitation access scheme which is supportegesterday was the 15.5 per cent jump in GDP to $9.82 billion
by the industry and which is now being contemplated by thdy the end of December. We will not hear the Opposition
Federal Government. The South Australian Governmenjuoting that figure across the Chamber in any questions. It
supports the industry submission to the Commonwealtindicates a positive direction in the economy of South
Government. It replaces the EFS scheme. The EFS scherastralia. In relation to housing, one has only to refer to
is WTO illegal. We seek to put in a scheme which is legal andecent reports of Mr Gaffney of the Housing Industry
which will carry the industry through to the next decade. WeAssociation, which clearly underpin the fact that the policy
want to ensure that that prospect of $2 billion of automotiveoptions we put in place last year in the deposit 5000 scheme
component exports, as we see now in Australia, can grow tand the stamp duty relief for first home buyers put in place
$6 billion of exports by the year 2005. That has been the basthis year are beginning to have some positive effect. Some
of the negotiation with industry and the submission of that700 additional homes have gone into the system as a result
plan and that scheme to the Commonwealth Government.df those two schemes; that is, 700 additional South Australian
backed the industry in on that, because that will have damilies are accessing a home.
positive plan for the future, something that will constructively ~ As Mr Gaffney reported in the past few days, that is now
ensure that we get access to markets for our goods amiarting to have an effect on the whitegoods industry; in other
services. words, as the houses are constructed people are buying the

The tariff question is the other equally important compo-whitegoods to equip the houses. These are sectors that will
nent of this whole debate. Deliberations last night and agaihave flow-on benefits to the South Australian economy. One
today are taking place in Canberra. | have been consulted amds only to look at new dwelling approvals which rose by
will continue to be consulted in relation to a range of thoseabout 24 per cent in April. That was preceded by arise in the
options. Our outcome is no different from that put down fiveprevious month of March. A trend estimate of housing
months ago and seeks to ensure that we get continuiregpprovals rose by 6 per cent in April and is now 39 per cent
investment in the automotive industry in Australia and jobabove the January 1996 low. Those indicators are encourag-
security for South Australians in the industry and that weing, but it underscores the fact that we have to work harder
protect the regional economy of South Australia and itsat it to ensure that the economic recovery is sustained and that
automotive industry base. They are the three principles upome are creating job opportunities for young South Australians
which we have argued for five months and upon which wen the future. Of course, there is a long way to go in that
will continue to argue. We will maintain that position until regard.
we get the right policy outcome for Australia which, coinci-
dently on this issue, is the right policy outcome for Australia. JOB CREATION

STATE ECONOMY Mr FOLEY (Hart): Does the Premier stand by the
credibility and accuracy of the conclusions of Professor Peter
Mr EVANS (Davenport): Will the Premier advise the Dixon of the Centre for Policy Studies at Monash University
House on recent reports reflecting improved economiand his claims that there will be 1 100 jobs from the United
indicators for South Australia, including improvements in theWater contract when the Premier and the Opposition have
housing and export sectors? both disagreed with Peter Dixon's conclusions on the
The Hon. JW. OLSEN: | am delighted to talk about automotive industry? As the Minister for Infrastructure, the
recent improvements and some encouraging economic sigrgesent Premier claimed that the United Water deal would
| hasten to add that the economy in South Australia, whilstreate 1 100 jobs. On 17 October 1995 the Premier said:
showing some tentative, cautious, optimistic signs for growth,  an independent study by Professor Peter Dixon of the Centre for
has a long way to go, but they are encouraging signs—not tholicy Studies at Monash University estimates that the exports to
least of which is the Glenelg Holdfast Bay development. Offwhich the company is committed will create at least 1 100 new,
the plans the development has sold about $19 million. Thig€rmanent jobs in this State.
is before any further detailed demonstration has been giverrofessor Peter Dixon of Monash University is the same
to the approximately 200 people who have shown an interegirofessor who has done the analysis upon which the Industry
in that project. From the way in which it is selling we will Commission is urging a slashing of car tariffs to 5 per cent.
have to move into selling stage 2 before stage 1 even starts Mr Lewis: That wasn’t comment, was it?
construction. That is an indication of some renewed interest The SPEAKER: Order!
in housing, commercial and industrial development in South  The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Here is this negative, miserable
Australia: good encouraging signs and good sign posts for th@pposition, at a time when the economic indicators for South
future. Australia are very good, trying to find something to pull
The ABS figures released yesterday indicating a venBouth Australia back. Itis like the member for Hart standing
significant rise in exports is heartening news for Southunder the “To Melbourne’ sign, encouraging South Aus-
Australia. The areas in which a substantial increase in thogealians to leave this State. In fact, the trend estimates in the
exports has taken place are: first, motor vehicles, parts amext six months will show that, for the first time, net migra-
accessories, up 171 per cent. That is a staggering increasien and netimmigration will match. Members opposite could
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not achieve it under their Administration. Net migration has The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | thank the member for
gone from 7 000 to 5 600 to 4 000—it is actually starting toHartley for his question. Very important in the development
come down. Net immigration is starting to rise. of the electricity and water markets have been the opportuni-
Mr CLARKE: | rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker. ties to expand into that market of smaller South Australian
Under Standing Order 98, Ministers are required to answegompanies. One of those companies is the Cowell Electric
the substance of the question. The question related tgompany, which is based on Eyre Peninsula. It specialised
Professor Dixon. as a company in small outback operations, spending a lot of
The SPEAKER: Order! As the Chair has pointed out to time over many years quietly developing. Today this
the Deputy Leader on many occasions, Ministers get far morgompany employs 55 people, has just moved into Alice
latitude in answering questions than members do in askingPrings and has won a significant contract in the Northern
them, and | refer the Deputy Leadetansardto read some ~ 1erritory. It is also now starting to move into the water
of the answers given by the now member for Giles when hédustry.
was a Minister. Itis because of the opportunities that have been set down
Members interjecting: by this Government in encouraging smaller companies to
The SPEAKER: Order! | point out to the Deputy Leader develop their expertise and expand into further areas that the

of the Opposition that he should also pay attention to th&owell Electric Company will now be supplying

Standing Order which provides that a member shall noft8 Aboriginal communities in the outback of our State. It is
interrupt another member. expanding into Western Australia and is developing into this

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: My point in talking about Niche water market. Itis an excellent little company that has
population growth is to demonstrate the inaccuracy of2ken theopportunity to grow and expand as we as a Govern-

statements often put out by the Opposition. One has to che@R€Nt have put down this policy direction to encourage
the substance of the statements rather than take them on f inesses to expand in b_Oth the water _and _el_ectrlcny
value. The fact is that in that area they are wrong. In relatioff"a7kets. Some 200 companies are working in this industry

to economic modelling, we have proved the Monash modef!ong With this company, and itis gratifying to see this small
wrong and claimed for it to be wrong. South Australian company now developing in the Northern

Mr Foley: Itis right on water. Territory and Western Australia.

The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member is out
of order, and he is warned for the first time.

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Do you wantan answerordon't  The Hon, M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): My
you? If you want an answer, please listen to it. In relation tq,,estion is directed to the Deputy Premier in his role as
the Monash model that was introduced by the Productivityinister for Infrastructure. Does the Minister agree with a
Commission, we challenged it on some of the criteria thakenjor official from United Water who is now claiming that
were placed upon the model and the outcome. Monash wegie city of Adelaide is largely to blame for the awful smell

back and remodelled the plan. It delayed the Productivityer Adelaide and not the Bolivar sewerage works managed
Commission’s report by several weeks, because we were alg; | jnited Water? Mr Geoff Anderson—

to demonstrate that what it fed into the model was inaccurate N
. . Members interjecting:
and altered the outcome. We proved in that instance that a The Hon. M.D. RANN: That's right. Mr Geoff Anderson,

mistake was made, deliberate or otherwise, by Monash. a senior executive with the Anglo-French company United

In relation to the modelling done for the water ComraCt'Water, has written to media newsrooms claiming that the
| would rather get past the model and talk about outcomes,,ent stench over Adelaide—which hardly smells like

The Deputy Leader has put before the House a report bfg .

. : ~Erench perfume—results in large part from the smells
? o X T

independent au_d|tors. What does that say? We are not talki nerated by the city itself not being able to dissipate because

aboutatheoreucql .model. We are talking about actuals._Th the particular weather pattern we are experiencing and

actuals are $94 million worth of exports, above the $9 million annot all be attributed to Bolivar. Mr Anderson is suggesting

in t_he contract. They are not th_eoret|cal numbers but actu hat it is Adelaide and not the United Water deal that really
deliverable, independently audited and on the table numbergt-

The member for Hart cannot argue against that.

In a negative, carping criticising way the Opposition is
attempting to tag the issue that is most important to Sout Members interiecting:
Australia: tariffs. This issue is too important for members embers intérjecting:
opposite to play the petty politics that they are attemptingin | "€ SPEAKER: Order! _ _ _
the Chamber today. We started out with a bipartisan approach The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: Itis very interesting.
to this, so | am surprised that the Leader of the Opposition Members interjecting:

BOLIVAR SEWERAGE PLANT

The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: It is very interesting how
ﬁhe Labor Party turns on its own people.

has veered off on a path of political opportunism. The SPEAKER: Order! | want to point out to the House,
Mr Clarke interjecting: particularly to the Deputy Leader, the member for Hart and
Mr Brokenshire: You can’t help yourself. others who have contravened Standing Orders and been

The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Mawson Suspended, that, if that happens again in the next two days,
and the Deputy Leader for a second time. they will miss some of the budget Estimates Committees. Let

me make very clear that the Chair will have no hesitation in

ELECTRICITY AND WATER SUPPLY MARKET applying Standing Orders, so they may miss participation in
the budget Estimates Committees.
Mr SCALZI (Hartley): Will the Minister for Infrastruc- The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | know that we put out a

ture inform the House of the so-called niche electricity andoress release last week—
water supply market in this State? Members interjecting:
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The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Hartis coming on arange of issues, including the successes, frustrations and
close to having a quiet week. challenges of policing. My visits to the country areas were
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: —that clearly stated that always marked by a renewed appreciation of the high regard
the Bolivar works was part of the problem, and probably thén which the police are held within our community, particu-
most significant part of the problem. However, nobody in thidarly in country areas, where they do such a fantastic job.
community could ignore the fact that about 3 000 exit pipes The difference in relation to the Mount Gambier trip was
come off our sewerage system, right around this city, thathat there were two areas about which | had some extreme
take the gases out of the system well before they get tooncern before | arrived in Mount Gambier. One was the
Bolivar. They obviously have a significant part to play in it. reports of very low morale at the Mount Gambier Police
Also, no-one would ignore the fact that as we haveStation. The second was that the police and Group 4 were not
changed from standard lead petrol to unleaded petrol getting on particularly well. | had already had some com-
significant amount of hydrogen sulfide gas is emitted. No ongnunications from the then Minister for Correctional Services
would ignore the fact that there are many industrial smell®n issues which he believed were fairly vital in setting up
within the community that also contribute to the processgood relationships between the two bodies and obviously
There is no backing off by this Government as to the areailed. The meeting that was held was very productive. About
which we believe is the major cause of the problem. As la dozen officers were present, including an Assistant
announced yesterday, Mr Hartley, a professor at the Queen§ommissioner of Police.
land University, is arriving tomorrow to give the EPA, SA  We raised a whole range of issues, including some of the
Water and this Government professional advice on what hehallenges of policing in Mount Gambier and the problems
believes needs to be done to sort out the major problem af transient people and those with mental problems, how they
Bolivar. should be handled and liaison with the various authorities. At
| am always fascinated when the Labor Party decides téhe end of that meeting | felt that it had been conducted
pick up these sorts of quotes and run with them: in particulaivell—because | was conducting it, obviously—and, with the
| am fascinated when the Leader of the Opposition picks therinterchange that took place among the officers on a number
up, because | know there is a love-hate relationship betweedf vital issues, everybody made a contribution to that
these two people. | know that there is a relationship betweemeeting. | was rather surprised that Sergeant Modra raised
Mr Anderson and Mr Rann which is very public within the the issue of an altercation over Group 4 at the Coroner’s
Labor Party, and it fascinates me that they should go out ghquiry, given that it had happened some four months after

their way to pick up this comment. the event. | reiterate that it had nothing to do with the
Coroner’s inquiry, because it was four months after the event.
PRISONER’S DEATH The relationship between the police and Group 4 at Mount

Gambier was dysfunctional, and the records of both the
The Hon. H. ALLISON (Gordon): Will the Treasurer Police and the Correctional Services Departments will show
give the House an explanation of criticism made of himthat. In the transcript of the evidence that was taken at the
personally by a member of the Opposition in relation to hisime, both officers who were quoted in the Coroner’s report
former position as Minister for Police? | have been providedadmitted that the relationships were extraordinarily strained
with a copy of a media release dated 23 May 1997 issued biyetween the two organisations. Both officers also said that
the Hon. Paul Holloway, member of the Opposition, whichafter my visit the police and Group 4 actually started to
suggests that the former Minister for Police improperlycommunicate, so | would have said that the outcome was
intervened in a police investigation following the death of adesirable.
prisoner in the Mount Gambier Gaol. | would also make the point that any perceptions of my
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | note that the Leader of the remarks as claimed by the two officers before the Coroner did
Opposition is again absent from the Parliament in this veryiot impact on operational drug pursuit, as was again shown

important Qu_estiqn T_ime. in the transcript of the evidence. | certainly did thump the
Members interjecting: table at the Mount Gambier Police Station, and | have never
The SPEAKER: Order! refuted that. When | was talking about cooperation, Sergeant

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: It is true that there was comment Modra (and | am willing to name him), who was sitting at the
made by the Coroner in relation to the investigation into theend of the table, said in a very rude and aggressive fashion,
death of one Mr Murat Susic on 16 December 1995. ThisJust what about drugs in prison?’ My attitude was, ‘Let’s get
comment from the Coroner was then editorialised anan and cooperate.’ Itis useful to examine what was happen-
commented upon by that bastion of human valuesBthrder  ing down there. Group 4 was under severe harassment, and
Watch | presume they telephoned Mr Holloway, who hasl can only assume that it was from Sergeant Modra. A
also commented upon the Coroner’s report. | would like tmumber of people are witness to the situation (and there are
give the House an explanation so that | can get an apologyatters on file) that, if a prisoner was back late for work
from theBorder Watctinstead of being editorialised by it for release and Group 4 asked the police to look out for him
things that | have not done. because he had not arrived back on time, an announcement

My visit to Mount Gambier was in April 1996, four would suddenly be broadcast about an escaped prisoner. This
months after the death of Mr Susic. Whatever happened iwas one of a number of examples where Group 4 was seeking
April 1996 had nothing whatsoever to do with the events thatooperation from the police but matters were being turned
led to the demise of Mr Susic. It was my habit to visit policeand twisted, to the detriment of both organisations. So, |
stations in both the metropolitan and country areas whenevsuggest that everybody cooperate and make sure they do their
| was visiting those areas. It gave me the opportunity tgob properly.
discuss matters of policing with those officers concerned. | With respect to my interjection, it was quite clear that
can assure everyone in this House that my visits wer€orrectional Services are responsible and have laid down
welcome, because they gave an opportunity for interchangarotocols for drug management in prisons. The problem was
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that Group 4 could not feel confident that if it raised an issuéMinister explain why a major project to rehabilitate Bolivar's
with the police it would not appear in the media and thereforestabilisation lagoons has been allocated only $550 000 in this
detract from the efforts of both. | actually got some feedbackear’s budget? A senior United Water official, Mr Geoff
from that meeting. | understand that Sergeant Modra waénderson, who wrote to the media explaining that odour
particularly angry and that he felt | had aimed my remarks aproblems were continuing stated:
him. | presumed that everybody had quite clearly understood |t takes time because it's a biological process, not a mechanical
what | was on about, which was cooperation, so that drugne.
enforcement could be pursued. Given that Group 4 did nothjs year's capital works budget includes the $2.7 million
feel confident about providing information to the police project for the removal of accumulated sludge from effluent
without it getting out into the media, obviously, the capacityjagoons at Bolivar to improve treatment capacity and the
to enforce the drug laws of this State had been thoroughlyacteriological quality of effluent, but the Government has
diminished. The Coroner did not mention me in his findingsajiocated only $550 000 in this year's budget.
but mentioned the police officers’ contributions. The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: As the member for Taylor
Comments made at the time were contained in a transcrihows, this incident occurred some six to eight weeks ago.
of evidence that was taken before the Coroner examined theny cost in terms of budget for extraordinary items will be
evidence. | have already explained why | did not appreciatgicked up from other parts of the budget and, if any further
the Coroner’s taking some interest in this matter; howeveinmoney is required in excess of the budget line, it will be made
| reiterate that it was quite clear that strained relationships haglailable. It will made available—
to be resolved, and I believe the meeting achieved that end. An honourable member interjecting:

When | made inquiries in my then capacity, given that Iwas  The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: The honourable member
in Adelaide and the Coroner was in Mount Gambier, aboufoes not have to shake her head: the Government believes
further input for the record, | was informed, first, that thethat this is a serious issue. The Government is aware that we
Coroner would not hold any hearings in Adelaide; andhave a major problem that must be remedied, and | have told
secondly, that if an Assistant Commissioner of Police washe public that. If it costs us money to ensure that we remove
required to give his perspective of that meeting the Coronemhe odour and sort out this problem in the biological process
would require that officer to be at Mount Gambier immedi-ithin the ponds, nevertheless it will be done. It is not a
ately because no further time was left for those hearings tgyestion of grandstanding over whether or not $500 000 is in
be conducted. With due respect to the Coroner, it Waghe budget: the problem will be fixed and it will be fixed not
absolutely impossible to meet that sort of timetable. | a|SQ1ecessarily because the Government wants it fixed but
note that, as | was no longer the Minister for Police, all thegecause it must be fixed in the best interests of this
files were in someone else’s office. community.

Mr Foley: Yes, the office of the Minister for Police. | do not know what the final cost will be. We have brought

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: That is exactly right. | demand in an independent person from Queensland, Professor
a full apology from theBorder Watch which has made a Hartley, so that no questions can be asked involving United

number of claims. | simply— Water, SA Water or me as Minister as to how this problem
Members interjecting: will be fixed in the short term. If this Government has to look
The SPEAKER: Order! at long-term issues it will do that.
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: Just hold on a second.
The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: EXPORTS

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: Mr Scott is another person who ] o
has some interesting agendas, and | will leave Mr Scott until Mr LEWIS (Ridley): My question is directed to the

later. Minister for Primary Industries. Given the latest encouraging
Members interjecting: figures on exports from South Australia, will the Minister
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: No. provide the House with any additional information on the
Members interjecting: situation with respect to the contribution being made by
The SPEAKER: Order! primary producers to that increase in exports?

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | make it quite clear that, when  The Hon. R.G. KERIN: | thank the member for Ridley
Mr Trotter was informed that he was in contempt of thefor his question and acknowledge his interest in this area over
Coroner because he had commented on the proceedings of g period. As members would have read in this morning's
coronial inquiry, his next comment was, ‘We”, | am underAdVertlserSOUth Australiais Certa|n|y enjoying the benefits
threat.’ It is simply a fact that the Coroner relayed to Crown©f very significant increases in exports, which is certainly a
Law that Mr Trotter was in contempt. We then saw anotheVery promising sign for employment prospects in the State.
misconstruction on a letter that was sent toBloeder Watch ~ The latest ABS figures show that South Australia’s merchan-

relating to comments appearing in the newspaper. | know glise exports increased by 17 per cent to $4 497 million in
will not get it, but | demand an apology from ti@order ~ 1995-96, and the importance of the rural sector to the South

Watch Australian economy is highlighted by the enhanced export
performance of this sector over recent years.
BOLIVAR SEWERAGE PLANT Food and beverages at farm gate make up the largest
export commodity group valued at $1 766 million, or 40 per
Ms WHITE (Taylor): My question is directed to the cent of total State exports; and, once we add the food and
Minister for Infrastructure. Given the admission by Unitedbeverage processing sector, the value of the sector’s input
Water that part of the smell now enveloping Adelaide— jumps to about 60 per cent of the total exports. South
Ms Stevens:And Parliament House. Australian wine exports increased to $318 million in 1995-96,
Ms WHITE: —and Parliament House is attributable toa rise of 345 per cent over the level in 1988-89. As a
a break-down in the biological process at Bolivar, will the proportion of total State exports, wine has increased from
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3 per cent in 1988-89 to 7 per cent, and this level willmorning coffee to buy pillows for the hospital. In one

continue to increase. Since 1988-89 the value of seafoddstance they had one shower for 30 patients. That was the

exports has increased 105 per cent from $96 million tdevel of the infrastructure that we inherited through the run-

$197 million; for the year 1995-96, meat is valued atdown infrastructure policy of the former Administration. We

$245 million; and fruit and vegetable exports have increasedre starting to tackle that and put it back on an appropriate,

by 132 per cent since 1989, from $66 million to $152 million. professional, efficient keel by putting in place identified plans
Certainly, rural commodities will continue to dominate our for the Royal Adelaide Hospital.

exports in the years to come. The production of cereals in | relation to resolution of the teachers’ dispute last year,
1996-97 was well above the five-year average and, giveft was not only the teachers’ salary component that was
reasonable seasonal conditions, cereals will continue to makgsolved but a whole range of measures to benefit children in
the greatest contribution to South Australian exports. Thergducation in South Australia. We will see those policies being
has been cause for optimism about price increases in Woghplemented during the course of this year. In addition, we
and, despllte being somevyhat depressed, wool and sheep skifg/e allocated $3 million out of the priority funding program
have contlnue_d to contribute 8 to 10 per cent of our totalgwards our schools for a simple painting program after
exports. Certainly one of the ways we can improve further ojchools were allowed to run-down under the Labor Govern-
exports is through trade delegations. We must take OuUhent, where simple things such as painting were left for
products to the market and sell our message, for example, th@écades. On all tests there is no basis upon which the
South Australian wines won nine medals at the recent Asigypposition casts any stone at this Government on what it has
Pacific Wine Show while France won only six medals.  peen able to deliver in education and what it is delivering
As | mentioned last week, the efforts of our representative\ow for education to our students today in terms of building
officers in Asia have been terrific, and this Government hag, foundation for their future.
got its export act together. The EDA and PISA will continue
to work together to plan trade delegations for the food sector
following the successful HOFEX visit and other successful BAROSSA PERFORMING ARTS CONVENTION
trade delegations into Asia. This morningidvertiserstates CENTRE
that a flourishing export sector is leading South Australia’s Mr VENNING (Custance): Will the Minister for
economic revival and, as that article highlights, it is notjust-l-Ourism inform the House of thé Government’s involvement

the rural sector th?“ is doing well. This Government to.ta"ywith the successful completion and opening of the Barossa
understands the importance of exports and is playing

leading role in facilitating new export opportunities. We Iookggggglgmg Arts Convention Centre at Faith Secondary

forward to building on this momentum.
The Hon. E.S. ASHENDEN: | thank the honourable

EDUCATION CUTS member and his constituents who invited me to join them at
the official opening by the Premier of the Barossa Convention
Ms WHITE (Taylor): My question is directed to the Centre on Friday of last week. This facility is one of the best
Premier. Given the Government's cuts to education spendirigpat | have had the good fortune to visit for some time. The
and jobs in education over the past three budgets, will thepening night involved a full symphony orchestra, and this
Premier explain his claim that the teachers’ pay rise reprehighlighted the acoustics of the establishment. As | said, |

sents additional money for schools? cannot remember having enjoyed a concert more or a time
Members interjecting: when | have been able to hear so clearly virtually every
The SPEAKER: Order! instrument in the orchestra. It really is a magnificent facility.

Ms WHITE: The Premier’s budget pamphlet says thatOf course, this facility is a joint project of the Government,
this year's budget provides an extra $72 million for educathe Lutheran church and the Faith Lutheran Secondary
tion; $63 million of this extra money is allocated to salariesSchool. It is a complex which comprises a performing arts
to meet the teachers’ pay rise; and the balance of $9 milliogentre, a convention and meeting facility, a drama theatre, a
matches exactly the Government’s inflation forecast oflisplay area, a concert venue and a reception centre. Of
2.25 per cent in other programs. In the past three budgets ti§@urse, that is quite outstanding for any regional area, and it
Government has cut State spending on education in real terrfidst be one of the best regional performing arts and joint use

by a total of $137 million and 789 full time jobs. centres anywhere in Australia.
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable memberisnow A deed was signed by the parties to the agreement in
commenting. February 1996. The project cost $5.6 million, of which the

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Try as the honourable member Government contributed $1.5 million. As a result of that
will, the simple fact that she cannot ignore is that we arecontribution the facility will be made available to the public
spending 7 per cent more in real terms on education thaand to outsiders for at least 200 days a year. This facility
when we came into Government. More money is going intgroves what can happen when levels of government, private
education than the previous Labor Administration injectedenterprise, a private school and a church all work together to

The Hon. S.J. Baker:The highest student to teacher ratio provide a facility that probably none of those entities alone
in the Commonwealth. would have been able to provide. We have a facility which

The Hon. JW. OLSEN: Yes. My other point is that can now be used by a school and by the regional area of the
when we came to Government we inherited a health anBarossa—and a much broader area for many of the con-
education infrastructure that had been run down over decadesrts—and which provides a vital need in terms of a conven-
with no maintenance and upkeep. We found schools withouton centre in one of the key regional tourism areas in this
chairs and windows and schools with broken blackboardsState. | commend all involved with the project and, as | said,
With respect to hospitals, the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, foit is something of which South Australia and South Aus-
example, did not have enough pillows. They had to seltralians can be justly proud.
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FOCUS 21 POLICE REVIEW warning. The Deputy Leader has more than tried the patience
of the Chair. If the Deputy Leader wants to participate in the
Mr CLARKE (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): Will budget Estimates he had better behave himself. One more
the Minister for Police guarantee that under the Focus 21 plaimterjection and the honourable member is gone.
there will be no fewer sworn police officers directly serving  The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: The Police Force has been
the Norwood, Payneham, Henley Beach, Parks, Glenelg andlling me that, with the new Commissioner, things for which
Plympton areas? The Opposition has a copy of a Soutthey have been asking for years are beginning to happen.
Australian Police Department document describing theAgain | point out to the Deputy Leader that it is the direction
Redeployment of Resources Project that has proposed stalffat the police union has been seeking for years. How we
reductions which provide that, in forming the Glenelg could redeploy and shift people around to places where they
division, the Glenelg and Plympton police stations will loseare most needed was discussed with the previous Commis-
10 police officers; in forming the Norwood division, the sioner. | suggest to the Deputy Leader that he talk to the
Norwood and Payneham stations will lose 10 officers; andunion about the directions that it believes the Police Force
in forming the Parks division, the Parks and Henley Beaclought to be heading in because it is in direct line with the
stations lose 10 positions. This year's budget leaves th&overnment and the way in which the Commissioner is
number of sworn police officers still 150 below the 1993-94implementing this whole new direction.
levels and 350 fewer than that promised by the Liberals at the
last State election. DISABILITY SERVICES
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: First, let me refer to the
assertion of there being 150 fewer police officers. One ofthe Mr WADE (Elder): Will the Minister for Disability
Deputy Leader's problems is that he does not bother to followservices advise the House of the Government’s plans for the
up with his union mates, because if he did he would knowapplication of the $5 million for disability services announced
that, as part of the enterprise agreement signed between tiiethe 1997-98 budget? A number of constituents in my
Government and the union, it provided for a reduction in theelectorate of Elder have raised their concerns with me about
order of 185 to 190 police officers. This was agreed to andhe unmet need for disability services in our community.
supported by the union in a registered enterprise agreement. The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | thank the member for
Let us forget about the 150 fewer police officers because, ikelder for his question about this important matter and, in
fact, it is 180. We reached an agreed position to downsizgoing so, | acknowledge his constant raising with me of the
because of the restructuring under the enterprise agreemegencerns of his constituents in relation to the disability
Part of the agreement for an increase in salary was that thegervices area. As every member in this House would know,
would be fewer numbers in the police service. the State finances were dealt a bitter blow with the State Bank
The second point in relation to Focus 21 is that there arfiasco under the previous Government, and our finances are
no fewer police. | note that yesterday the union, which thestill recovering from that blow. By quarantining disability
shadow Minister does not bother to talk to, supported thé&ervices from budget cuts, we have instituted an efficiency
direction of the police in terms of Focus 21 and also supportdividend within the disability sector, freeing up $6.4 million
ed the numbers the Government had put back into thend then reinvesting that efficiency dividend back into new
process. Not only has the Police Commissioner set theervices, and we have provided an additional $5.4 million in
direction in terms of Focus 21 but the union has publiclyfunding in the 1996-97 financial year. Until this budget we
supported it. Focus 21 is about recognising what | would havbad invested a total of $11.8 million in extra services in the
thought the Labor Party would be all about, that is, increasinglisability services area.
community safety and making sure that police officers are The high priority afforded to the disability sector was
located in areas of most need. recognised when last December Premier Olsen appointed me
If one looks at the demographics of this city with respectas South Australia’s first Minister for Disability Services.
to its expansion north and south, one would have thought thathat is where we were at the end of this financial year. Next
instead of criticising the fact that we will redeploy peoplefinancial year (1997-98) the budget will continue this
from existing areas to the north and south of the city, th€overnment’s strong commitment to disability services.
Deputy Leader would congratulate the Government for doing here is a $1 million additional one off allocation for
it, because we need more police in areas where the corequipment for people with a disability and for the frail aged.
munity is growing. It is typical of the Labor Party to knock There is an additional $2 million for extra teachers and school
an initiative which is supported by the union and officers ofsupport staff to support disabled students who have integrated
the Police Force. | suggest that it is supported by more thaimto mainstream classes. Perhaps, mostimportantly of all, an
90 per cent— additional $5 million is provided for disability support
An honourable member interjecting: services. | assure members of the House and people with a
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: Let me get to that in a disability that with all those additional funds this year’s
minute. Itis supported by more than 90 per cent of all policéoudget will be targeted to areas of priority.
officers. Ever since | was appointed as Police Minister and In particular, there will be a focus on accommodation and
ever since the new Commissioner was appointed policpersonal supports for people who have an intellectual
officers have said that it is good to see a breath of fresh air atisability. It will be focused on the development of alternative
the top— community services, and increased and innovative therapy
Mr Clarke interjecting: services will be a focus as well. It is an important initiative
The SPEAKER: Order! The Chair has had enough of thein the area. We will also continue to use benchmarking and
Deputy Leader, who seems to have taken it upon himself ttendering to improve service provision. In the past year the
completely ignore Standing Orders. | will not intervene againGovernment has tendered out—and it is a leading process—
today or tomorrow. One further transgression and the Deputigearing services. In November, | informed the House that
Leader knows what is coming to him. This is not just anothethree hearing professionals were employed at the new service.
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In case there is any misunderstanding, | point out that there The Hon. S.J. BAKER: No. It may have been mentioned.
were four hearing professionals at Hearing Solutions as dthose undertakings were not part of the official correspond-
November 1996, sharing 2.2 FTEs. Collectively, they haveence. That is all | can say.
42 years of experience in the provision of hearing services. Mr Foley interjecting:
In the tendering process we are intent upon providing The Hon. S.J. BAKER: The member for Hart should just
experienced and efficient services. listen. Obviously, from my point of view at least there was
The Government’s commitment to disability servicesa clear commitment from the Government that we would use
contrasts sharply with that of the previous Administration.best endeavours to secure that property. When it came to the
Under Labor we had the State Bank debt debacle and defigitunch SAMCOR said, ‘This was all part of the property.’
after deficit, yet disability services suffered real term cutsThe SAMCOR proper land on which the slaughtering and the
year after year. Under this Administration we are overcomingneat processing took place was under the same title as that
the State Bank debt, we have brought the budget back intef the bowling club. At the end, when the decision had to be
surplus and we are significantly increasing services for peopl@ade, our intention to continue to fight for the future of the

with a disability. The choice is stark and clear. bowling club was made clear to the buyer. However, at that
time, there was only one way of transferring the land and that
SAMCOR LAND SALE was by the full title. No other option was available to us at

that time. In response, because the Asset Management Task

The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): My Force no Ion_ger exists, officers of Treasury ha\_/e_ held
question is directed to the Minister for Primary Industries discussions with Agpro, the buyer of SAMCOR, and itis our
What progress has been achieved in rectifying the error whictitention to use our .best endeavours to ensure that the future
saw the abattoirs bowling club inadvertently sold to AgproOf the bowling club is secure.
under the SAMCOR privatisation deal? Earlier this year the
SAMCOR land was sold to Agpro. In 1995, when the club
learned that the State Government was going to sell
SAMCOR, the club met with the former Minister for Primary
Industries, Dale Baker, to seek a guarantee that the small
parcel of land occupied by the club would not be part of the MATTER OF PRIVILEGE

sale. In my presence as local MP and patron of the club the )

former Minister readily agreed to excise the bowling club site_ 1 1€ SP.EAdKER' Order!f Ye.s.tlerday t;[he memb?rl fOL
from the sale and offered the club extra land in order to assistPENCe raised a matter of privilege about an article that
peared in thAdelaide ReviewHaving perused the article,

it to expand and to build an additional green. The club Waflp n . / Articie.
agree that it is scurrilous, inaccurate and lacks objectivity.

delighted with the former Minister’s response. . . .
. . While undoubtedly gorima facie case could be made, |
Following the reshuffle, the club sought a similar assurygjieye it should be beneath the dignity of the House to

ance from the new Minister, and that commitment Was ey deal with it, and | do not intend to pursue the matter
provided in writing. Again the club was delighted. Earlier this further

year the club learned that the Government had allowed the
land upon which it had been located since 1922 to be sold to
Agpro by mistake. What progress is being made to fix the GRIEVANCE DEBATE

mistake which is causing enormous trauma amongst senior The SPEAKER: The question before the Chair is that the
citizens at the club? House note grievances.

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | will respond to the question
because the Asset Management Task Force was responsibleMr CONDOUS (Colton): As a former Lord Mayor, |
for the sale of this property. The history is similar to thatbelieve that | have a duty to the people who elected me for six
related by the Leader of the Opposition. Discussions—somgears to speak about the Torrens Parade Ground. | am
of which | was unaware—took place at the time. The Assetibsolutely appalled at and | deplore the proposal by the
Management Task Force was clearly informed of the bowlindg-ederal Government’s Department of Defence to sell the
club’s interest in securing its future. Of necessity that landlorrens Parade Ground for commercial purposes. The land
should have been subdivided so that any sale could haweas designated as parklands by the surveyor and founder of
excluded it. What happened was that it was never subdividedur city, Colonel William Light. Along with every other
There were letters of best endeavour, which were the officigbouth Australian, | demand that it be returned to the people
correspondence to which the Leader of the Opposition referef South Australia for this purpose, which would be in
| signed off one and the Minister for Primary Industriesaccordance with the City of Adelaide plan.

signed off one, which said, ‘We will do all in our powerto | am terribly disappointed in the Federal Minister for
secure this piece of land. Defence, lan McLachlan, in that he is proposing to sell off a
The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: piece of land which, incidentally, under the City of Adelaide

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | do not know what was said by plan cannot be developed because that plan clearly categoris-
the then Minister at the time. es the parade ground as zoned PL7, which is Parklands 7. In

S the council’s Adelaide development plan, the area is part of
The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: the university oval precinct and, quite clearly, part of the
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | am sure that the honourable parklands.
member’s recollections are correct. | am sorry that some of Anyhody who loves this city, anybody who lives in this
that information may not have translated properly in thegity and anybody who has a passion for this city will know
process. that we were very fortunate some 158 years ago to have an
The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: English colonel sent here, who, today, is recognised as one
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of the great city planners of the world, and who left us withopportunity. It shows how far out of touch with the demands
the legacy of the City of Adelaide, which is one of the mostof consumers and the public our Attorney is. As soon as he
beautiful cities in this country and possibly in the world.  is asked to do something useful for the public, he pads up
The list of members who are supporting this proposal idehind the defences of his department.
pretty appalling, because the only member to support its Secondly, | had private member’s legislation before the
being returned to the State is the member for Hindmarshiouse recently to stop self-induced intoxication with drink
Chris Gallus. However, Senator Alan Ferguson, Senataor drugs being an excuse for crime. The Attorney-General
Grant Chapman, Mr Barry Wakelin, Susan Jeanes, Mr landiculed my Bill on the basis that there were no cases of
McLachlan, Dr Andrew Southcott and Senator Nick Minchin people pleading self-induced intoxication with drink or drugs
all say that the State Government should pay for it. What isn our courts. He lightly dismissed the Bill and subsequently
even more appalling is that the member for Adelaidethe Bill was—
Ms Trish Worth, who has been to so many Colonel Light Mr Brokenshire interjecting:
ceremonies and should clearly understand the City of MrATKINSON: The member for Mawson interjects that
Adelaide plan, said in an article that the State Governmerthe Attorney-General answered my question, and that is just
should grab the opportunity to buy the property as the site fowhat | am coming to. Having airily dismissed my Bill as
the planned national wine museum. being unnecessary and not deserving of parliamentary priority
That is an appalling statement, because the Federal Government business, the fact is that the answer which
Government never bought the Torrens Parade Ground froeame through to my question about how many times is self-
the South Australian Government. It merely took charge ofnduced intoxication with drink or drugs used as an excuse
it for the paltry amount of about £2 000 when the variousfor crime was ‘Often.’ For the benefit of the member for
colonies agreed to federate as constitutional States when tMawson, | advise that was the answer. Itis a real problem in
Commonwealth of Australia was established in 1901 becausgur courts. It happens often, so the Attorney-General has,
the Federal Government was granted power by the Statestiorough his answer to a question which he signed, shown he
control the defence of Australia. | see this as one of the mosdtad misled the other place. His department prepared the
appalling rapes of our city. answer and he signed it without reading it.
Members interjecting: Mr BRINDAL: I|rise on a point of order. The honourable
Mr CONDOUS: Itis. In my opinion, it should be turned member has made a most serious allegation against the
over to the Adelaide City Council. One suggestion that | havéAttorney-General and | understand that the practice of this
is that the parade ground be dug up completely and plantddouse is that, where a member is to be criticised, it must be
as a magnificent rose garden so that the men and women @éne by substantive motion.
this country who fought on land, on sea and in the air can be An honourable member interjecting:
honoured by having the name of their battalions placed on The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! | understand that the
each rose bush. It should become a memorial garden anchbnourable member referred to comments of the Attorney-
also support the concept of turning the building into a militaryGeneral made in the other place, which he is not allowed to
museum. We must get serious about this, because the Fededal | ask that the honourable member refrain from doing that.
politicians are treating this city as a joke, and that is a Mr ATKINSON: | am sorry, Sir. The answer to the
disgrace in itself. guestion proves that the Attorney-General misled the other
place. The third question is whether the Director of Public
Mr ATKINSON (Spence): | want to make a few remarks Prosecutions—
today about how the Attorney-General, the Hon. Trevor The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
Griffin, has gone completely native in his portfolio. The member will resume his seat.
Attorney-General is now simply a spokesman for bureaucrats Members interjecting:
in the Attorney-General’'s Department and the Office of The ACTING SPEAKER: | said that the honourable
Business and Consumer Affairs. He no longer brings anynember could not refer to debates in the other place and he
individual opinions or doctrines to his portfolio, still less doesrepeated what he said.
he bring the values and policies of the Liberal Party. An honourable member interjecting:
The first issue | raise is that of free range eggs. The The ACTING SPEAKER: Order!
Sunday Maihas exposed that a company called Gawler River The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | rise on a point of order,
Eggs, which runs three farms, two at Kangaroo Flat and onRir Acting Speaker. The member for Spence quite clearly
at Lewiston, is selling 150 dozen free range eggs a dayhade an interjection—
without having any hens running free range. The eggs which  Mr Atkinson interjecting:
it is selling as free range are not free range but are battery The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The Minister has the
produced. | intended to ask a question about this matter todayg]|.
but, because the Government is covering up during Question The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: —accusing the Chair of
Time and will not allow the Opposition to ask 10 questions pias. | ask that he be asked to withdraw that immediately, as
I was not able to get up a question about free range eggs. he, in this Chamber, is one of the greatest sticklers for the
Members interjecting: position of the Chair.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Bass): Order! The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! | heard the honourable
Mr ATKINSON: However, when the Attorney-General member accuse the Chair of bias, and | ask him to withdraw
was asked whether he was willing to introduce a legathat comment.
definition of free range eggs by regulation or statute, he Mr ATKINSON: | withdraw, Sir; it is plain you are not
refused to do it on the basis that he had advice from higjased.
department that it was impossible to define free range eggs.
| find that remarkable, because | am sure that any consumer Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): Clearly, because of
could define free range eggs in a reasonable way, given dime constraints yesterday, it was not possible for all
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members of this House to speak about the important issue b&en involved in a micro and a macro form in South Australia
car tariffs. In this grievance debate, | indicate that | supportoncerned with getting debt down and making it better and
all the Premier's championing and actions against thenore viable to do business here. The Federal Government
majority of the recommendations that have just been handegtill has to deliver. It also has to look at wholesale sales tax,
down to the Federal Government. The majority report has and it has to remember that 17 000 jobs in South Australia
cloud hanging over it, because Mr Bill Scales is involved inand tens of thousands of jobs in the rest of Australia are only
it. | can remember only a couple of years ago having tdhe start. The value added component will more likely be
debate with my colleagues to make sure that, under théouble that, to around 100 000 people who will be affected
previous Federal Government of Mr Keating, the Scalesif the wrong decision is made in the next few weeks. |
recommendations for the wine industry did not come intocontinue to support what is going on. | reinforce to my
being. They would have done great damage in Soutkonstituency that | will not give up on this important matter.
Australia but especially in the McLaren Vale wine regionin  The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
my electorate. One would have to ask whether Mr Scales hasember’s time has expired.
a deliberate plot to try to get at South Australia. To me, he
seems to be a most un-Australian Australian, a person who Ms GREIG (Reynell): It was Napoleon who said, ‘When
works on ideology rather than on practical, commonsensehina wakes, it will shake the world.’
economic strategy. Mr ATKINSON: Mr Acting speaker, | draw your

| want to put a few points on the record. First, whilst | am attention to the state of the House.
disappointed it has taken so long to get a final report to the The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! A quorum not being
Federal Government, | hope that the Prime Minister Mrpresent, ring the bells.
Howard will quickly get on with the job of making a decision, ~ While the bells were being rung:
but not to the point of being rash such that it will be detrimen- Members interjecting:
tal to all those workers and their families who live in my  The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The Minister is out of
electorate of Mawson. | have had a lot of pleasure in supportrder, and so is the member for Spence.
ing Premier John Olsen, who has certainly led the charge Members interjecting:
around Australia to make sure that, where at all possible, a The ACTING SPEAKER: Order!
commonsense, rational and fruitful outcome occurs for South  Mr Atkinson interjecting:
Australia and all Australians.

| want to place on record that the tariff reduction recom- MEMBER, NAMING
mendation was created as part of the previous Labor Govern-
ment’s plan for the car industry. Of course, Mr Keating was_ The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! | name the member for
very keen to get on all the air waves around Asia andPPence. )
Australia what a great thing it was that he as Prime Minister A quorum having been formed: _
effectively put another nail into the coffin of Australian ~ The SPEAKER: Order! The Chair has been advised that
manufacturing industry. | will never forgive Mr Keating and the member for Spence has been named for defying the
the Federal Labor Party for that action in signing thatauthority of the Chalr. Does the member for Spence wish to
agreement. There is no way known that there was anythinglake an explanation or an apology?
like—or a possibility of—a fair level playing field for ~ Mr ATKINSON: Yes, | do. | am very sorry for getting
Australia and South Australia in the signing of that agreecarried away during an exchange with members opposite.
ment. Unfortunately, | became overwrought about losing time

However, that does not let our Federal colleagues who aréuring grievances. | sincerely apologise and withdraw for any
now in government off the hook. Just because Mr Keatingffence to the Acting Chair.
and the previous Labor Federal Government made mistakes The SPEAKER: The matter is of a serious nature, and the
does not mean that the Federal Liberal Party should makehair cannot accept the explanation. The honourable Deputy
those mistakes, too. | have seen what great benefits there dfeemier.
in South Australia and particularly in the south as a result of )
a vibrant motor industry. Sir Thomas Playford, a fantastic 1"€ Hon. G.A. INGERSON (Deputy Premier): 1 move:
Liberal State Premier, saw the importance of the motor That the explanation not be accepted.
industry in the 1950s, and we have benefited and prosperethe fundamental rules of this House are that, as a member,
from that ever since. However, from the major companiesne accepts the position of the Chair and its role within the
such as Mitsubishi, Britax, Walker, and so on—and theParliament as being supreme and to be respected. If members
member for Reynell referred to this in the House yesterday—are not prepared to acknowledge that and get carried away,
right through to the small corner deli in my electorate, thethey have to accept the rules and conditions of this place as
value adding opportunities as a result of the economi¢aid down. That requires that the position of the Chair be
viability and prosperity of the motor industry are so importantrespected and the acceptance of any penalty imposed as a
to the south. | will continue to work with our South Aus- consequence of not respecting that position and not upholding
tralian Liberal Government to make sure that we fight thethe traditions, respect and rules that must apply in this House.
best case to ensure that a commonsense, prosperous andan honourable member interjecting:
beneficial result is made in Canberra, hopefully in the next The SPEAKER: Order! | call the Leader of the Opposi-
week or so. tion.

When we first came into office as a Liberal Government,
we worked closely with Mitsubishi and GMH to make sure  The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): |
we supported them in their expansions. Good agreementisd this extraordinary. We have a situation where the
have been put in place that have allowed us to see majonember for Spence has just given a serious and abject
expansion at Lonsdale, Tonsley Park and Elizabeth. We hawapology to this House. | do not believe that in any previous
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naming | have ever heard anyone who has offended give such The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: | can shout louder than
a commitment to the Chair to continue to uphold the tradiyou can.
tions and apologise in such an abject way.

Members interjecting: [Sitting suspended from 3.32 to 3.38 p.m.]

The SPEAKER: Order! _ o

The Hon. M.D. RANN: Over the pas[ Coup|e of days The SPEAKER: The queStlon before the Chair is that the
there has been an extraordinary barrage of abuse from tigkplanation not be accepted. The Deputy Leader of the
other side of the House. | understand, however, that th@pposition.
honourable member’s outrage was caused by a breach of an -
undertaking from a member opposite. These things happen Mr CLARKE (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): |
from time to time in politics; these things happen from timesupport the member for Spence. | was upstairs listening to the
stands up and gives an apology in the fashion in which it Wagor Spence’s apology. | think that given aI_I the circumstances
given by the member for Spence, | believe it is incumbent ohat apology ought to be accepted. It is general practice,

this House to accept that apology in the way that it was giverParticularly during grievance debates and so forth, that some
argy-bargy occurs across the Chamber between Ministers and

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS (Giles): | have never heard members or between individual members of Parliament on
such a load of nonsense in my life as | have just heard frorgither side in getting their point of view across. The member

the Deputy Premier— for Spence had been interrupted on a number of occasions
Members interjecting: during the course of his five minutes of grievance by what he
The SPEAKER: Order! could reasonably construe as frivolous points of order, but

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: —when he was talking Points of order nonetheless, to which the Chair at the time
about the rules of the House: that there is an obligation t@bviously has to listen. But it is extremely frustrating for that
respect the House and its rules. After the behaviour of the'ember to have a five-minute speech interrupted unneces-
Deputy Premier a few weeks ago in this place, when you talgarily. It is not unknown for either side of the House to
about some bit of argy-bargy between the member for Spendétaliate in kind on the other Party, and that has happened on
and the Minister for Health as somehow being a seriou§oth sides of the House over the 3z years that | have been in
breach of the rules of the House, or the etiquette of théhis place.

House, or whatever, it is absolute rubbish. | could have taken So, some argy-bargy goes on when temperatures get a
it from anybody else but to have it from the Deputy Premi-little heated but, provided the offending member has made the
er—really, Mr Ingerson, of all people. | have never heardappropriate apology, | believe that it is in the best interests of
anything so hypocritical in my life. And | have never heardthis House as a whole for such an apology to be accepted. It
such a humble and almost abject apology from a membeis not such a gross affront to the dignity of the House or
either. It strikes me that, if the rules were breached, they werBarliament that such an apology should be accepted. For
breached obviously not attacking the Chair, or anything likeéxample, on occasions when the Deputy Speaker, for
that—which is very serious, and | agree with that. But it wasexample, has been in the Chair and tensions have risen over
an argument between two members which, for goodness sakegrtain issues, a fair degree of aplomb and humour has seen
happens all the time. The member for Spence gave the modte situation stilled. The problem has evaporated because of
full, complete and gracious apology | have ever heard, anthe way the situation was handled, ensuring that the appropri-
itis still not acceptable. It just strikes me as absolutely absuréte apologies have been made so that the dignity of the House
and utterly unfair. And it is the unfairness about these thingéas been maintained.

that annoys me— | would make another point about something that is
The SPEAKER: Order, the member for Giles! extremely vexing for members of the Opposition, and |
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: —because if this was on exempt the member for Ridley, who said something outside
the other side— this House which caused him to be suspended from this place
The SPEAKER: Order, the member for Giles! last week. From time to time we have continually faced a
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: —it would not have barrage of abuse from members opposite, particularly the
occurred. member for Mawson, and you yourself, Mr Speaker, have
The SPEAKER: Order! | will name the member for Giles had occasion to warn members. On a number of occasions the
if he does not cease. member for Mawson has been on his first or second warning
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: If this was on the other but to my knowledge has never actually been named.
side, if this was a member opposite— Yesterday, when the Leader of the Opposition got up to
The SPEAKER: Order! give his budget reply, the member for Mawson went red in
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: —none of this would the face and absolutely feral, making constant interjections
have happened. throughout the speech. Every time the Leader of the Opposi-
The SPEAKER: Order! tion stands to speak we see such behaviour from the member
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: | can shout louder than for Mawson, but he is never named. We see the Treasurer and
you. Deputy Premier interjecting on regular occasions and | do not
The SPEAKER: Order! The sitting of the House is mind; it is a robust place. | understand the cut and thrust of
suspended until the ringing of the bells. politics—I love it and enjoy it—but at no time, other than a
Members interjecting: first warning being given, have they been named.
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: You cannot shout me The SPEAKER: Order! | suggest to the Deputy Leader
down. that he relate his remarks to the acceptance or otherwise of
The SPEAKER: Order! the honourable member’s explanation. He is straying very

Members interjecting: wide of the mark.
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Mr CLARKE: | accept your ruling, Sir. In conclusion, The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Hart knows full
it is also extremely vexing when a political reporter can getwell that he is setting out to provoke an incident. He knows
away with saying more about the Chair than we can ever sathat those comments, to put it mildly, are unwise and foolish.
It is extremely vexing to those members of Parliament whd do not know whether the honourable member wants to
have been suspended for saying a lot less. That also raises #xperience the wrath of the Standing Orders, but | suggest
temperature of this place. that he cool down because the Chair does not want to take up

any more time dealing with irresponsible comments.

Mr FOLEY (Hart): Like my colleague the Deputy
Leader |, too, was listening upstairs and two people were The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE (Minister for Health): |
interjecting: both the Minister for Health and my colleagueam pleased to inform members who were not here exactly
the member for Spence. | recall the last time on which | wagvhat happened because | clearly was here. In my time in
suspended from this Chamber, and you will recall it too, SirOpposition with Speaker Norm Peterson | was a regular
because (and | am not breaching any confidence) you said tsitor to the front desk to peruse Erskine May, as | am sure
me that had | only apologised | would not have been suspendrembers who were here in those days would acknowledge.
ed. On my last indiscretion, | was told that had | been humblé say that to indicate that | am a firm believer in the disci-
enough to apologise we did not need the matter to belines and rules of the House. The Deputy Leader of the
heightened any further and an apology would be sufficientOpposition indicated that the member for Spence’s grieve
My colleague has given a very good and humble apology—was ‘interrupted unnecessarily’. | took a point of order when
the most humble apology | have heard in this place—yet thhe member for Spence clearly called the Acting Speaker
House is deliberately disregarding that apology. ‘biased’.

As somebody who has been suspended on a number of That is not interrupting a grieve unnecessarily: it is
occasions, as have our Leader, Deputy Leader and now tiséanding up for the traditions of the House which are rooted
member for Spence and perhaps others, | simply say thdt) the Westminster system. | was surprised to have to point
with a nearly four-to-one majority and the constant barrag@ut the remark made by the member for Spence to the Acting
we tolerate from the Government, it is incomprehensible té>peaker because the member for Spence would hold himself
imagine that members from this side can be suspendedP as a paragon of virtue in relation to the traditions of the
collectively seven or eight times in the course of 3% year$louse. In fact, yesterday the member for Spence rose on a
while only the member for Ridley, and only for a commentmatter of privilege and attempted to stand up for the Chair
made about a factional blue outside the House, incurs thand the traditions of this place and to insist that the Chair not
wrath of the Chair. | simply say that for 3% years thisbe broughtinto disrepute.

Opposition, as you are hearing and witnessing now, has |took 10 to 15 seconds to ask the honourable member to
copped a torrent of abuse and interjection from memberwithdraw his point about bias and, in fact, | accused him of
opposite, to my left and behind us, and they are never callesfying that the Acting Speaker was biased. In fact, the

to account or warned. member for Spence agreed with that because he then
The SPEAKER: Order! apologised for that comment. A quorum was then called by
Mr FOLEY: The member for Peake— the member for Spence, and the member for Spence and |

quite legitimately carried on, as one member opposite said,
. . . some argy-bargy, which | acknowledge. However, what no
Mr FOLEY: —is the main offender and we continually memberg)éppogi):e has acknowledggd is that the Acting
get no support. Speaker called the House to order. | did not hear that because
The SPEAKER: Order! | suggest that the member for ne member for Spence and | were discussing matters
Hart just calm down. This afternoon this House has engageﬂgorously across the House.
in beha_lviour that is weII_ below what the public of South = "o Acting Speaker then spoke slightly more loudly, in
Australia expects fro_m its 47 !“embers of the House okjs ysual fashion. | heard him and | stopped because that is
Assembly. In my time in this Parliament | have not witnesseqne tradition of the House. At that stage the Acting Speaker
occasions when members have behaved so badly. Membg{g risen from his Chair. The member for Spence looked at
should remember why they come to this Parliament: they},o Acting Speaker, who had risen from his Chair. That
represent the pe_ople, and they ought to andUCt themselvegiion, quite clearly indicates that the Chair is making a
in a fitmanner. Itis no pleasure for the Chair to take the stepg);mal statement that the House must come to order and that
ithas taken today, but | have had to do soin the course of My membpers should be silent, which is well known by the
responsibilities to maintain the dignity of the House. member for Spence. Unfortunately, the member for Spence
Mr FOLEY: | conclude my remarks by saying that you chose deliberately and maliciously to ignore that by continu-
may say to me, Sir, ‘Calm down’, but | am simply exercisinging to talk, whereupon this train of events occurred. We must
my right as an elected member of the Lower House of thigonsider the circumstances and the fine Westminster tradition
Parliament to speak when the time is appropriate, and | Wilpf this place, which is that the Chair must be obeyed. Without

The SPEAKER: Order!

speak in any manner and in any style | see fit. that tradition we would all go outside and put on boxing
Members interjecting: gloves and get out bits of two-by-four. The fact that the Chair
The SPEAKER: Order! can control this House and maintain order is what distinguish-

Mr FOLEY: I simply say this: two people were involved es us from a common bar-room brawl.
in that altercation, and the Minister for Health is one of the If that is not the case, let us go outside and have no order.
great interjectors on the Government front bench. Every dayhis place has fine traditions, and the member for Spence has
during Question Time he throws insults and abuse at us. Hguite clearly chosen deliberately to ignore them, and | fully
goes unscathed. Why did the Acting Speaker fail to name thgupport the Deputy Premier in saying that the traditions and
Minister for Health? It is because there is one set of rules forules of this place must be upheld.
the Opposition and another for the Government. The House divided on the motion:
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AYES (32)
Allison, H. Andrew, K. A.

Chinais confusing. As she is awakening she has reached
the intersection of two of the most important trends in this the

Armitage, M. H. Ashenden, E. S. latter part of the century: the collapse of communism and the
Baker, D. S. Baker, S. J. rise of East Asia as an industrial powerhouse. | ask all
Bass, R. P. Becker, H. members in this House to take a good look around. Today,
Brindal, M. K. Brokenshire, R. L. 4 June 1997, in Adelaide there are no military patrols
Buckby, M. R. Caudell, C. J. roaming our streets. We are here in a building that is a
Condous, S. G. Cummins, J. G. symbol of our freedom and democracy. We can speak openly
Evans, I. F. Greig, J. M. in favour of or in opposition to decisions that impact upon us.
Hall, J. L. Ingerson, G. A. (teller) We can protest. We can make people aware of the atrocities
Kerin, R. G. Kotz, D. C. committed against others, and we can do this in a peaceful
Leggett, S. R. Lewis, I. P. way without fear of arrest or intimidation. Our freedom is a
Matthew, W. A. Meier, E. J. basic right, a right we take for granted. | do not think that we
Oswald, J. K. G. Penfold, E. M. in South Australia would ever imagine it any other way.
Rosenberg, L. F. Rossi, J. P. As an Australian it is hard to imagine what it would be
Scalzi, G. Such, R. B. like not to have basic fundamental rights. We have not had
Venning, I. H. Wade, D. E. to live under a regime of ultimate control which maintains it

) NOES (10) . supremacy, strips you of respect and dignity and which places
Atkinson, M. J. Blevins, F. T. no value on human life, basic rights and survival. We have
Clarke, R. D.(teller) De Laine, M. R. never experienced a culture which maintains obedience and
Foley, K. O. Geraghty, R. K. discipline through guns, other weapons and torture. | hope
Hurley, A. K. Rann, M. D. and pray that this is something we never have to face. The
Stevens, L. White, P. L. massacre of 4 June 1989 of many innocent people in the
Majority of 22 for the Ayes. streets on and around Tiananmen is an atrocity that opened

Motion thus carried.

The SPEAKER: | ask the member for Spence to with-

draw from the Chamber.

The member for Spence having withdrawn from the

Chamber:

The Hon. G.A. INGERSON (Deputy Premier): | move:

my eyes to how twentieth century China values its people.
Today | pay tribute to the many innocent people whose lives
were wasted but whose deaths were a strong symbol of the
true value of freedom and democracy.

Napoleon Bonaparte was right: when China wakes it will
shake the world. It will do so unless the rest of the world
intervenes and unites as a power that will force China to

That the member for Spence be suspended from the service of thgcognise the wrongs of its ways. Until China realises that it

House.
Motion carried.

can no longer control minorities through fear and intimida-
tion, until it realises that it cannot control what is not

The SPEAKER: The Chair named the member for Giles. rightfully its and until it learns that it will never stop the fight
Does the member for Giles wish to be heard in explanatioifor democracy and real freedoms, no matter how many people

and apologise for his conduct?

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: | apologise, Sir.

The SPEAKER: In view of the previous rulings that |
have given, and as the Chair has no desire to raise the tem
of this House, the Chair will accept the apology in the spirit
in which the Chair normally tries to accommodate all

members.

GRIEVANCE DEBATE

Debate resumed.

it gaols or murders, China will never be a fair or just society
for its people or its neighbours. Today we mourn the memory
of many Chinese students. We also share our grief with Tibet,
Turkic people of the north and the many oppressed people
the wakening dragon. In the throes of death a Chinese
student asked that we not hide the incident of 4 June 1989 but
that we record everything that happened. He wanted his
death, like many others, to mean something—and it does.

Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): In an extraordinary outburst
during last Thursday’s Private Members’ time the member
for Mitchell, in addressing a report of the Public Works

Ms GREIG (Reynell): It was Napoleon who said, ‘When Committee, made a number of statements in relation to the
China wakes it will shake the world’. China is waking and committee’s deliberation of the Wilpena resort development.

opening its eyes not too quickly but quickly enough to!n particular, the membe_r for Mitchell made_ a number_of
embrace western economies, accept us as trading partners igfeéments and observations about my partin those deliber-
at the same time in the back of its mind close its eyes to thations. I shall set the record st(a|ght, becaus_e | have; checked
atrocities and violations of its own people’s basic humar/€y carefully the dates on which the committee deliberated
rights. Again today, as | have done in the past, | bring to thVith respect to that report.

House’s attention the horrific massacre of innocent men, The first meeting at which the Public Works Committee
women and children in Tiananmen Square during the presonsidered the Wilpena development was on 19 March, and
dawn hours of 4 June 1989. For several hours the People& that meeting the agency presented its submission. All
Liberation Army fired on pro-democracy demonstratorsmembers of the committee, except the member for Mitchell,
Young people were machine-gunned while riding theirwere present. The member for Mitchell said that at that stage
bicycles to work, leaving the crippled bodies and bleedingio problems with a draft lease were raised. If he had been
corpses of young students and workers. | remember filthere he would have known that, as part of the initial
footage of a burning bus, a bus full of young people screamsubmission, the matter of the lease was just one of many
ing as they burned to death. matters presented to the committee for its consideration. As
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no draft lease was available at that time, detailed questioninguidance regarding whether my understanding of those
about it was inappropriate. requirements is correct or whether a member can refer to
At the next meeting on 2 April all members of the matters which have occurred or statements which have been
committee, except the member for Morphett, were presentnade in a standing committee?
The committee received the lease on that day and not seven The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Bass): It is my under-
days before this day as the member for Mitchell asserted istanding from some of the honourable member’s explanations
his contribution last week. | have a copy of the minute, datedhat it was a site visit and not an actual meeting. | understand
1 April, that accompanied the release of that draft leas¢hat the member for Mitchell in his grievance made reference
document. The member for Mitchell was therefore incorrectn much the same way as the member for Elizabeth has done
in what he said. On 17 April the committee conducted a sitand there were no problems in that case.
inspection of Wilpena at which all members, except the The Hon. E.S. ASHENDEN: Mr Acting Speaker, it is
members for Davenport and Ridley, were present. During higeally a point of clarification. It is important. | was not

speech last week the member for Mitchell said: present when the member for Mitchell made his statement,
At no stage did the members for Taylor or Elizabeth addres®ut my understanding is that the member for Elizabeth
issues associated with the draft leas . referred to statements which were made in committee

On that particular site visit, the committee did not meetmeetings. The honourable member certainly did refer to a
together as a group. We walked around asking questions #Pn-formal meeting, if I can put it that way. As | said, it is not
the various people giving advice. | did not notice the membethe honourable member of whom | am trying to be critical:
for Mitchell sneaking around behind me listening to what thell I am trying to do is firmly establish what the rules are. |
member for Taylor or | were asking. The honourable membewas of the opinion, as | said, that matters discussed within the
would have no idea about what went on. Again, it was &onfines of a standing committee were privy only to that
complete exaggeration. committee.

At the next meeting on 23 April, all members of the  The ACTING SPEAKER: Ifitis a public meeting, then
committee were present. That was the meeting at which theomments can be made outside that meeting. | do not know
member for Taylor moved the motion about getting arwhether those meetings were public meetings or whether they
independent assessment of the lease, which | seconded. @&rein camera | cannot make a ruling without knowing
13 April all members but the member for Taylor and thethose details.
member for Ridley were present. Wilpena was not listed on )
the agenda and it was not dealt with. We had a Tanunda site Mr VENNING (Custance): Today | asked a question of
visit on 7 May and the members for Mitchell, Davenport andthe Minister for Tourism and yesterday in the House |
Ridley were not present. The presiding member and théeferred briefly to the Barossa Convention Centre. | will
Opposition members were the only members present and tisdaborate furt'her on this brilliant, statg—of-the-art venue which
matter was not raised. The meeting on 21 May was the on@as been built on the campus of Faith Lutheran Secondary
which the member for Taylor could not attend and she askedchool at Tanunda. The Barossa Convention Centre, which
that the committee hold over the report. The comment that¢ost $5.5 million, was officially opened by the Premier of
had abstained because | had read neither the draft lease rgffuth Australia, the Hon. John Olsen, last Friday night,
the draft report is false and a complete misrepresentation. TR May. It was dedicated the Sunday before that by the
comment that | said that aspects of the committee were négovernor of South Australia, Sir Eric Neal. As the Minister

my political responsibility was also a complete misrepresentor Tourism said in Question Time, itis a superb venue. Itis
tation. a fully equipped performing arts centre capable of hosting

Certainly, the member for Taylor and | will take lead international artists. It also comprises a convention centre, a

responsibility for particularly complex submissions, but bothmeeting facility, a drama theatre, a display area, a concert
of us look at all assembled facts and recommendations. TH&€NUe and areception centre, as well as providing the school
comments about my not attending meetings are clearly nd¥ith a space to hold its assemblies, dedications and religious
borne out by the facts. | attended all the meetings—more tha#grvices. It certainly is a multi-use building. _
the member for Mitchell. As | said last Thursday, this says ~ Two major Rotary conventions have already been held in
more about the member for Mitchell than about me. It showéhe Barossa Convention Centre, attracting more than 1 200
the honourable member as impulsive, impetuous, carele¥ssitors to the region. The spin-offs from this enterprising
with the facts and freely prepared to misrepresent otherrojectare already evident and widespread. Local businesses
when it suits him and, | say to his Liberal colleagues, it isPenefit from more visitors, youths benefit from training and

ample evidence for his supreme unsuitability for any sort ofMployment, and that boosts their confidence, and performers
office except that of a backbencher. and musicians enrich the cultural life of the Barossa and

South Australia. Certainly, one wonders how much more

The Hon. E.S. ASHENDEN (Minister for Tourism): richer the Barossa can become, because it enjoys a magnifi-
Mr Acting Speaker, | wish to raise a point of order or acent musical heritage, which | have enjoyed and appreciated
guestion. | deliberately waited until the honourable membevery much in representing the area.
had finished speaking because | did not want to be accused Several other conventions will be held in the centre this
of interrupting for a political reason. Will you provide year, including the 1997 State Tourism Conference, which is
guidance? | understand that during her speech the honouralie be held in July. No doubt, the Minister will be present
member referred to matters which occurred in a standinggain and | hope he enjoys the experience. Bookings continue
committee of the Parliament: in much of the honourablago be made up to the year 2002. The centre has no regional
member’s speech she did not but in some parts she did. It wasgjual in South Australia—and that is a strong boast—perhaps
my understanding that matters which occur in a standingven in Australia. It is an excellent example of how a private
committee of the Parliament are subject to the privilege obrganisation, that is, Faith Lutheran Secondary School and
that committee and should not be divulged. | am seekingsovernments, both State and Federal—the State in major part
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and the Federal Government in minor part—can work BANK MERGER (NATIONAL/BNZ) BILL

together. The State Government is contributing $1.5 million

to the project over five years with $439 000 coming fromthe The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Treasurer) obtained leave and
Federal Government. Faith Lutheran Secondary Schoahtroduced a Bill for an Act to provide for the transfer to
receives support from 33 Lutheran congregations and the lodWational Australia Bank Limited of certain assets and
for the convention centre with the Lutheran Layman’s Leagudiabilities of Bank of New Zealand and for related purposes.
amounts to $2.26 million. Read a first time.

The support from the community and parents of Faith The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | move:

students has also been immense and a wonderful testimony 1Nt this Bill be now read a second time. .

to their generosity. Last Friday’s official opening heralded the _EEK leave to h.ave. the second reading inserted in Hansard
beginning of an exciting relationship with the Adelaide Without my reading it.

Symphony Orchestra, which performed on the night. The Leave granted.

centre’s management is also working closely with the Barossa The purpose of the bill is to facilitate the transfer of the assets and

Music Festival to plan future concerts. The managemer!&‘a‘bi"ties of Bank of New Zealand (‘BNZ), located in South

. . . . ustralia, to its parent, the National Australia Bank (‘National’).
committee and the chairperson are still to be finalised. Some™ g, "of New zealand ARBN 000 000 288 is a company

appointments have been made but, in all, it is anticipated th@icorporated in New Zealand.
there will be 12 representatives on that committee coming National Australia Bank ACN 004 044 937 is a company limited
from the various interested areas of the communities, that i®y shares incorporated in Victoria and is a company within the

; ; aning of the Corporations Law.
SChOO.I r_epresentatlves, me .as the membe.r O.f Par“am?nt ameNZ became a wholly owned subsidiary of National in February
the Minister as well as nominees of the district council, the;gg3.
Barossa Wine and Tourism Association and the Arts Council - National carries on the business of banking throughout Australia
of South Australia. There will be open management of theind elsewhere in the world and BNZ carries on the business of
i banking primarily in New Zealand and also in Australia in all
centre by the community. Australian jurisdictions, with New South Wales having the largest
The artistic director is Graeme Tyler, who also happenshare of BNZ's business. o _ _
to be the head of music and performing arts at Faith Lutherap  On 1 October 1996 the Managing Director and Chief Executive

. . - -Officer of NAB, Mr Don Argus, wrote to the Treasurer seeking the
Secondary School. He did perform last Friday night and i outh Australian Government’s sponsorship of legislation to

was a magnificent performance. He performed with theacilitate the transfer of the banking business of BNZ to NAB
orchestra and brought the house down with a standinfpllowing NAB's full acquisition of BNZ in February 1993.
ovation. The marketing director of the centre is Mr Robert  NAB has indicated that BNZ will continue in existence after the
Gerrie. The Barossa Convention Centre was designed B3/l has been proclaimed.

. : . . As with the Advance Bank/BankSA and Westpac/Challenge
North Adelaide architect, Mr Geoff Nairn, and the builders gz, mergers, present Reserve Bank of Australia policy requires one

were Marshall and Brougham Pty Ltd. The main theatrepanking authority for each banking group. BNZ is therefore required
which can seat more than 1 000 people, is named after ta surrender its banking authority before the middle of 1997.
South Australian born violinist and conductor, Brenton [N addition, following an acquisition of one bank by another, the

: ; Il benefits of the acquisition cannot be realised until there is full
Langbein AO—Barossa born and bred. An adjacent S’manelfggal integration of the banking operation of the two banks.

theatre can seat approximately 200 people. The equipment,”For these reasons it is proposed that with the exception of certain
sound, lighting and so on are all state-of-the-art. There isxcluded assets, the assets and liabilities of BNZ in Australia will be
O e O Behens oo kot
it can be moved up and down fully loaded. legislation be passed in t%e States and EI)'erir)itories where BN%
All in all, a magnificent project has come to fruition. | conducts its business. o ,
particularly wish to congratulate all those associated with NAB is seeking to have the relevant legislation come into force

. S . as soon as possible, preferably in the May session of Parliament.
Faith Lutheran Secondary School for their vision, for their™ Jy,5 gijj will transfer to NAB the assets and liabilities of BNZ

hard work and for bringing their vision to reality. To have with the exception of the goodwill owned by BNZ in South
been involved with this project has been an absolute pleasurBustralia. Plant and equipment which is owned by BNZ will be
retained by BNZ and leased to the Bank for an appropriate fee. The

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The honourable name BNZ will after legislative integration of the assets and
member’s time has expired. liabilities of the two entities continue to be used in South Australia
for business activities.

BNZ employees in South Australia have already been transferred
to NAB including seven BNZ employees from its one branch in
South Australia.

The assets being transferred by BNZ to NAB in South Australia
comprise loans and receivables which, for stamp duty purposes, can
be divided into two major groups:

1. Loans secured by mortgages and corporate debt securities;

ESTIMATES COMMITTEES 2. Unsecured loans comprising leases, hire purchase agreements
and other facilities.
The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Treasurer): | move: In South Australia, BNZ has approximately 275 overdraft

accounts, 1 300 mortgage related accounts, 1 300 current deposit

That a message be sent to the Legislative Council requesting thatcounts and 50 term deposit accounts.
the Minister for Education and Children’s Services (Hon. R.I Lucas), The Government is of the view that the absorption of the one
the Attorney-General (Hon. K.T. Griffin) and the Minister for BNZ branch operating in South Australia into NAB’s South
Transport (Hon. Diana Laidlaw), members of the LegislativeAustralian banking operations will not lead to any significant
Council, be permitted to attend and give evidence before theiminution in competition or consumer choice between banks in
Estimates Committees of the House of Assembly on the AppropriSouth Australia.
ation Bill. The Bank Merger (National/BNZ) Bill 1997 is conventional and

) ] largely follows the form of legislation which has been enacted in
Motion carried. respect of other bank mergers.
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The legislative approach to effect such mergers has in the pagthis clause ensures that the measure does not have undesirable
been adopted because of the large number of accounts and ottemmercial consequences.
assets and liabilities required to be transferred. In the absence of this
type of legislation it would be necessary to contact every customer \r De LAINE secured the adjournment of the debate.
of BNZ for the purposes of gaining authorisation to transfer their
accounts to NAB. Even with the relativity small level of BNZ’s
banking operations in South Australiat,y the work involved in BANK MERGERS (SOUTH AUSTRALIA) BILL
preparation of documents and contacting parties concerned would )
be an unproductive and expensive exercise for the bank. It would The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Treasurer) obtained leave and
also cause great inconvenience to customers of the bank. introduced a Bill for an Act to facilitate the merger of banks
The Billincludes a section to ensure that the transfer of registerednd for other purposes. Read a first time
company charges from the bank of New Zealand to NAB complies h . . ’
with section 268 of the Corporations law. The an' S‘] BAKER: I move: .
The Government is currently contemplating the possibility of ~ That this Bill be now read a second time.
omnibus legislation to provide a framework for any future bank| seek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted
mergers. However, in order to meet the timing requirements of th¢y Hansardwithout my reading it
NAB, specific legislation is proposed in this case. L ted '
Explanation of Clauses eave granted.

PART 1 Members will recall that two bank mergers have recently come
PRELIMINARY before the House to facilitate the integration of the banks’ assets and
Clause 1: Short title liabilities. The integrations are a condition of Reserve Bank approval
Clause 2: Commencement of the relevant Bank mergers which requires the banking license of
Clause 3: Interpretation the acquired bank to be relinquished. The previous mergers were be-
This clause contains definitions for the purposes of the measure.tween Advance Bank and Bank SA and Westpac and Challenge
Clause 4: Act binds the Crown Bank. _ _ o
This clause confirms that the measure binds the Crown. ~ The Government has decided to progress with specific legislation
Clause 5: Extra-territorial application in the case of the merger between the National Australia Bank and

dhe Bank of New Zealand due to the timing requirements imposed

This clause provides for extra-territorial application of the measur: 2nd the fact that this process commenced before the development of

but ensures that the operations of BNZ in a jurisdiction in which it

remains a separate entity are unaffected. ageneral merger framework. ) R .
PART 2 Given the level and extent of continued rationalisation occurring

, within the banking industry and the release of the Wallis Report into
C\I/aEuSs-I(;”(\SI'G Vgsﬁir?gNéﬁn%’:E;k?r;rg KING IN NATIONAL the Australian financial system, it is likely that further banking

. " .acquisitions and mergers will occur which, in due course, will
This clause vests the undertaking of the Bank of New Zealand igjire each State and Territory to pass relevant legislation to enable
National Australia Bank Ltd.

cl 7T itonal - the legal merger of the entities to occur.
JLlause 7 Transitional provisions The Bank Mergers (SA) Bill proposes a general framework
This clause ensures a seamless transition for the merger from tha,icp il allow bank mergers to be dealt with by:

Eatnkk’S and cgﬁltgmer’s V'teW pomtst-. PrOV;]S'O” IS mtade for National.™ 5 set of case-specific regulations which will have the same effect
o take over accounts, securities, cheques etc. as the previous specific legislation: or

Clause 8: Direct payment orders to accounts transferred t0 BNZ o jations adopting the relevant law of another State or Territory
Instructions for direct payments to a BNZ account are to be taken to  \yith modifications as necessary; or
be instructions for direct payments to the corresponding National 5 ~ombination of these two mechanisms.

accg:mt. 9: Reqistration of title. et The Parliament of New South Wales passed similar legislation

h aluse : eg!z ra ']9” Oh lue, etc. f by theastyear and other jurisdictions are known to be considering a similar
This clause provides for the recognition of the merger by theqrse which would effectively enable the Governor in Executive
Registrar-General or other registering authority without furthercoyncil to make regulations, orders or proclamations providing for
form?hty. - Exclusion of obligati N the merger of two or more banks.

(Clause 10: Exclusion of obligation to inquire The Bill allows the regulations to provide for the continuation of

This clause removes the need for a person dealing with BNZ ofe special arrangements with respect to the superannuation rights
National to inquire into whether an asset to which the transactiopf sState Scheme employees as well as the continuation of the

relates is or is not a transferred asset. guarantee attached to certain BankSA deposits.
PART 3 Because of accounting and legal requirements, merging banks
GENERAL invariably require legislation to be proclaimed on the same day in
Clause 11: Taxes and duties all relevant jurisdictions. Banks have encountered a significant

This clause exempts transactions under the Act from stamp dutgractical difficulty in the past in their attempts to coordinate common
financial institutions duty and debits tax but requires National to paysroclamation dates in several jurisdictions at the same time. This can
to the Treasurer an amount estimated by the Treasurer as equivaléyy a very difficult task to achieve because of differing legislative

to the foregone duties and taxes. _ priorities, Parliamentary sitting times etc in each State.
Clause 12: Notice of assignment of charges under Corporations  The establishment of an ongoing legislative framework for bank
Law mergers would improve legislative efficiency, by reducing the level

This clause ensures that the Australian Securities Commissiogf relatively routine business requiring Parliamient s direct
receives fees for the assignment of registrable charges on compasynsideration.

property under this Act. _ _ _ The legislation is consistent with the Government s commitment
Clause 13: Name in which National carries on business to facilitating business efficiency in South Australia without
This clause enables National to carry on business in SA in the namgrejudicing the integrity of the Stdte s revenue base.
of Bank of New Zealand Australia. | commend this Bill to the House.
The clause also provides for registration of certain other names Explanation of Clauses
on the application of National. Clause 1: Short title
Clause 14: Service of documents Clause 2: Interpretation
This clause provides that on or after the appointed day service fshis clause extends the meaning of bank to include wholly owned
effective whether it is on National or BNZ. subsidiaries and defines merger to include any form of amalgamation
Clause 15: Evidence or merger. It also includes other definitions for the purposes of the

This clause enables the CEO of National to certify whether or notneasure.

assets or liabilities are transferred assets or liabilities under the Clause 3: Regulations for the merging of banks

measure. This clause provides general regulation making power for facilitating
Clause 16: Act overrides other laws bank mergers. The powers given cover the matters currently

This clause provides that the measure has effect despite other lavysovided for by special Acts of Parliament for individual mergers.
Clause 17: Effect of things done or allowed under Act The regulations may override State laws. A special provision is
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included for the continuation, modification or exclusion of govern-of sale ie, 30 cents per $100 of value for listed marketable securities
ment guarantees by regulation. and 60 cents per $100 of value for unlisted marketable securities.

Clause 4: Application of merger laws of other jurisdictions Removing the anomaly increases the degree of consistency in this
This clause allows the regulations to operate by applying a law ofax regime, simplifies calculation of duty for the industry, and
another jurisdiction relating to a bank merger as a law of this Statéemoves a possible trap for persons who are not familiar with the
subject to any modifications specified in the regulations. present provisions in respect of share transactions. Additionally, for

Clause 5: Extra-territorial operation of regulations those taxpayers familiar with the current provisions it removes the
The regulations are to extend to any jurisdiction outside the StateN€€d for taxpayers to have to artificially construct transactions to

take advantage of the lower rate of duty.

These amendments although they are not major are consistent
with the Government s desire to take action, wherever it can within
existing budgetary restraints, to ease the burden on the taxpaying
STAMP DUTIES (RATES OF DUTY) AMENDMENT community.

BILL I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the various tax
industry interest groups for their ongoing willingness in providing

; valuable input into the development of these proposals.
The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Treasurer) obtained leave and | commend this Bill to the honourable members.

Mr De LAINE secured the adjournment of the debate.

introduced a Bi'II for. an Act to amend the Stamp Duties Act Explanation of Clauses
1923. Read a first time. The provisions of the Bill are as follows:
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | move: Clause 1: Short title
That this Bill be now read a second time. Clause 1 is formal.

. Lo Clause 2: Insertion of s. 71CD
I seek leave to have the second reading explanation inserteghse 2 inserts new section 71CD into the principal Act. This
in Hansardwithout my reading it. provision treats the Official Trustee in Bankruptcy and a registered
Leave granted. trustee in bfankrupté:y ascbeing in thelz shoes chf th$ bankrupft for t?}e
. _ urposes of stamp duty. Consequently a transfer of property from the
The Stamp Duties (Rates of Duty) Amendment Bill 186@ks FC))ffilgial or register%d trustee to tﬂe bankrupt is exeth fr%m duty and
to amend the Stamp Duties Act in respect of three separate issueransfer to any other person will be assessed for duty as though it
The first amendment proposed in the Bill provides an exemptioRyere a transfer from the bankrupt.

from stamp duty in respect of transfers of property from the Official  Cjause 3: Amendment of s. 71DA—Duty on certain conveyances

Trustee in Bankruptcy, or a registered trustee, to the bankrupt Getween superannuation funds, etc.

former bankrupt. Clause 3 inserts two new subsections into section 71DA of the
The exemption has been constructed so that where the conveyrincipal Act dealing with transfers of property from superannuation

ance is from the trustee to a person other than the bankrupt, thands to pooled superannuation trusts or from trusts to funds or to

benefit of the divorce exemption and the spouses exemption withther pooled superannuation trusts. Paragrphof the clause

still be applicable. ] _ _ updates the definition of ‘complying superannuation fund’ which is
The second amendment proposed in the Bill deals with theised in subsection (1) of section 71DA.

treatment of conveyances of property from superannuation fundsto Clause 4: Amendment of schedule 2

Pooled Superannuation Trusts (PST), in exchange for units in thejause 4 amends the duty payable on transfers of shares by way of
PST. ) gift as already discussed.
Since the commencement of tH@uperannuation Industry

(Supervision) Act 1993Cwth) (‘the SIS Act’) Commonwealth
Govemmler(ljt policr:1y has placed }he OnIlIJSf ondsu?erannuatilon fund trus-
tees, including the trustees of small funds from 1 July 1996, to
formulate and implement broad investment strategies for the purpose ~ SUPERANNUATION (MISCELLANEOUS)
of risk minimisation. AMENDMENT BILL

The best way that small funds can achieve the required diversi-
fication is by effectingn specigransfers of their members property The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Treasurer) obtained leave and

to PST s, in exchange for units in the PST. In undertaking such ; :
strategy, prohibitive costs would be incurred, including a significanggré)guéggu‘j”laBlflilrfstirtia::]1 :Ct to amend the Superannuation Act

stamp duty component. Passing on of these costs could result #
losses for members, which could reduce the benefits obtained by The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | move:

complying with the SIS Act. That this Bill be now read a second time.

It is therefore proposed to amend the Act to provide a conce ; PR
sional rate of stamp duty, being a flat fee of $200 or the actugyseek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted

amount of duty, whichever is the lesser, on the transfer of propert! Hansardwithout my reading it.
from a superannuation fund to a PST in exchange for units ina PST, Leave granted.

where such funds comply with the SIS Act. ) This Bill seeks to expand the electorate for elections for a
This proposal will be welcomed by the Superannuation Industrynember or members of the South Australian Superannuation Board,
and small business and will ensure that those who prepare for theifhd make a number of other minor technical amendments which will
retirement will not see their benefits eroded by costs incurred insyre the Act and the two schemes covered by the Act operate as
complying with the SIS Act. The proposed amendment is consistergrigina”y intended.
with approaches taken interstate. . In relation to Board elections, the Bill proposes amendments to
The final amendment proposed in the Bill involves the stampprovide that contributors under the Superannuation Act; members
duty payable on the transfer of marketable securities made by wayf the scheme established by the Superannuation (Benefit Scheme)
of gift. o o _ Act 1992; and the members of the scheme established by the
Under the existing legislation, such transfers are subject t@Gouthern State Superannuation Act 1994, be eligible to vote at an
conveyance rates of duty with marginal tax rates ranging from 1 peglection for a member or members of the South Australian Super-
cent to 4.5 per cent. Transfers of marketable securities by way of salghnuation Board. At present only the contributors of the two schemes
however attract lower rates of 30¢ per $100 of value for listedcovered by the Superannuation Act are eligible to vote at an election,
marketable securities and 60¢ per $100 of value for unlisted markegind yet the Superannuation Board is also responsible for the
able securities. administration of the schemes established under the Superannuation
This is viewed as an anomaly when compared to the duty applie(Benefits Scheme) Act 1992, and the Southern State Superannuation
to transfers of marketable securities by way of sale, and the practiofct 1994. This amendment will therefore ensure that all the members
in other jurisdictions of applying the same rates of duty, irrespectivnf schemes for which the Superannuation Board is responsible have
of whether the transfer is by way of sale or gift. a say in who they want to represent them on the Board.
The Bill therefore, seeks to amend the Stamp Duties Act to  The other technical amendments being proposed in the Bill deal
reduce the rate of stamp duty payable on the transfer of marketab¥eith issues which have arisen in the administration of the Act. One
securities made by way of gift so as to align with transfers by wayof the amendments proposed is in respect of members of the closed

Mr De LAINE secured the adjournment of the debate.
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defined benefit lump sum scheme who elect to “roll over’ their |LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MISCELLANEOUS)

accrued benefits to some other scheme on resignation. As private AMENDMENT BILL

sector superannuation schemes are now well regulated by the

Superannuation Industry (Supervision) Act 1993 (Cth), which is .

administered by the Insurance and Superannuation Commission, 1he Hon. E.S. ASHENDEN (Minister for Local
there is no need for the Superannuation Act to have its own set dbovernment) obtained leave and introduced a Bill for an Act
criteria to determine ‘approved schemes’ to which an accrued benefip amend the Local Government Act 1934. Read a first time.
can be transferred. The discrepancies that currently exist betweenthe The Hon. E.S. ASHENDEN:I move:

two sets of regulatory controls will be removed enabling members L ) T

to more easily transfer their accrued benefits from the lump sum 1 hat this Bill be now read a second time.

scheme. | seek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted
The unions have been consulted in relation to these amendments digHansardwithout my reading it.
general support has been indicated. Leave granted.
Explanation of Clauses The comprehensive revision of the Local Government Act is
Clause 1: Short title progressing and itis the Government s wish to work with the Local

. . Government Association and to reach substantial agreement on the
This clause is formal. proposals to be included in exposure draft Bills for the new Local
Clause 2: Commencement Government Act prior to their release for public consultation.
Clause 2 provides for the commencement of the Bill. Clause 8 of the  The proposals contained in this Miscellaneous Amendment Bill
Billamends the definition of ‘n’ in the formulas in section 34(1) and Need to be in place before the revision of the entire Local Govern-
(2) of the Act. The value of "n" is determined by the number of ment Act can be completed. In particular it is important to ensure that
contribution points accruing from 1 July 1992 to the date of2 process continues for achieving changes to the structure of
retirement. Clause 8 rectifies a problem caused by the fact that@ouncils. The provisions which establish the Local Government
contributor who is aver the age of retirement may cease contributingoundary Reform Board and the current process for dealing with
and thereby cease to accrue points (see section 23(7) of the AcBroposals for the creation, abolition, amalgamation, and alterations
Clause 8 needs to operate retrospectively from 1 July 1992 to cui@ the boundaries, of Councils are due to expire at the end of
this problem. September 1997. This Bill extends the operation of the Board and
. . the current processes for 12 months to provide for the completion of
Clause 3: Amendment of s. 4—Interpretation proposals initiated before 30 September 1997 and for the manage-
Clause 3inserts a new factor ‘P’ in the formula in section 4(5) of thement of further proposals for changes between 30 September 1997
principal Act. The new factor caters for a contributor all or part of and the enactment of the new Local Government Act.
whose employment has been part time employment. The Government does not propose to continue the capacity of the
Clause 4: Amendment of s. 8—The Board’s membership Local Government Reform Board to initiate its own structural reform
Clause 4 amends section 8 of the principal Act to provide that th roposals after 30 September 1997. The Act was amended in 1995

: f provide for a defined period of intense structural reform in Local
two elected members of the South Australian Superannuation Boay overnment and, to the credit of the Local Government sector and
will be elected by members of the superannuation benefit scher e Board, the significant results which the Government anticipated
and the Southern State Superannuation Scheme as well as contri !

e 1l be achieved within that timeframe.
tors to the two schemes under the principal Act. The Government takes this opportunity to congratulate without

Clause 5: Amendment of s. 20A—Contributor's accounts  reservation all those who have been involved in the process which
Clause 5 amends section 20A of the principal Act so that the phradeas so far reduced the number of Councils in this State from 118 to
‘rate of return’ used in that section encompasses both positive arfeP creating estimated benefits in the form of savings and improved
negative rates of return. ser\_f_lﬁes Worthlat Iea]st $20 mllllofn. othe G Candt

. ; ’ - ere are also other issues of concern to the Government and to
bencelf?tlése 6: Amendment of s. 28—Resignation and preservation ?.fo_cal Government which are of a high enough priority to warrant

. . being addressed in this Bill. Increases in penalties for littering and
This clause makes the amendment relating to the rollover of accrueshhanced enforcement arrangements together make up one of these,

benefits already discussed. and clarification of the provision in the Act for limitation of Coun-
Clause 7: Amendment of s. 31—Termination of employment o®ils’ general rates in the forthcoming two financial years is another.
invalidity In relation to littering, the proposed increase in penalties forms

: : : art of the multi-faceted approach of the State Government to litter
F?rlﬁléisp?arArg?kes aminor drafting amendment to section 31 of thgontrol and recycling. The approach is based on the results of the
’ . KESAB survey of 1992, the findings of the Litter and Container

Clause 8: Amendment of s. 34—Retirement Deposit Legislation Working Party, and the Environment Protection
Clause 8 amends section 34 of the principal Act. Section 23(7) of théuthority’s ‘Litter! It 's your choice’public discussion paper. The
principal Act provides that an old scheme contributor who has passe@overnmerit s strategy includes education and clean-up campaigns
the age of retirement (60 years in most cases) and who has ti&#d container deposit legislation as well as increased litter penalties
required number of contribution points is not required to continueand expiation fees. The 1992 survey results, with unusually high
contributing which means he or she does not accrue furtheieturns from Local Government authorities, indicated that a majority
contribution points. For the value of ‘n’ in the formulas in section of metropolitan councils thought the level of expiation fee for
34(1) and (2) to work as intended points need to be credited in thedigtering inadequate and considered the maximum penalty inadequate.
circumstances. The amendment addresses this problem. Approximately one third of country councils were also dissatisfied

Clause 9: Amendment of s. 38—Death of contributor W'ﬂ.‘rthhe levels of both.

) o . e Government is also pleased to put forward a complementary

Clause 9 amends section 38 of the principal Act. Subsecti¢a)(1) proposal from the Local Government Association to enable
requires a person who was not the spouse of a deceased contribuguncils authorised officers to ask persons suspected of littering
when he or she stopped work to be the spouse of the contributor fgg give some evidence of their identity as well as to state their name
at least five years before the contributor's death in order to b@nd address. This is consistent with the powers of authorised officers
entitled to a benefit. The provision applies to both legal and putativeinder comparable legislation and should strengthen the enforcement
spouses. The amendment clarifies the position where, during thocess.

period of five years, the spouse ceases to be a putative spouse and|n relation to the provision for limitation of rates in the financial

becomes the contributor’s lawful spouse. years 1996-97 and 1997-98, the Government has received represen-
Clause 10: Amendment of s. 39—Resignation and preservatidations from the Local Government Association and certain Councils
of benefits about the interpretation of the phrase ‘same land’ in section 174A.

Clause 10 amends the definition of ‘NM' in section 39(7) of the After extensive consultation a proposal has been developed for inclu-
principal Act. sion in this Bill clarifying that Councils may disregard revenue

gained from certain growth in their rates base for the purpose of
] calculating the amount of general rates they may aim to recover in
Mr De LAINE secured the adjournment of the debate. the next and following financial years. The proposal will allow
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Councils to gain increases in revenue associated with improvemenB8ection 73 of the Act provides for the continuation of theral
in the value of property in their areas other than improvements solelsovernment Superannuation Schefifee scheme may be amended
in market value and home improvements. The effect of the amendsy regulations made by the Local Government Superannuation
ment will be that where development growth occurs which potentialBoard. Section 10AA of th8ubordinate Legislation Act 19®es
ly increases Councils service costs, the revenue attributable to thiet apply to these regulations, but section 73(3) provides that, as a
growth will not be included in the maximum revenue permitted fromgeneral rule, amendments to the regulations come into operation four
general rates. | emphasise that the amendment is designed to heflpnths after the day on which they are made (or at some later time).
Councils in growth areas by allowing modest increases in revenugome exceptions exist. It is intended to add an exception where an
outside the rates cap where that is appropriate to local conditionsamendment confers a benefit or right on a person (other than the
The opportunity has also been taken to bring forward a numbelocal Government Superannuation Board).
of necessary technical amendments. Clause 9: Amendment of s. 83—Powers of authorised persons
It is proposed to exclude from the requirement to be laid beforédther clauses increase the penalties prescribed by the Act for
Parliament specific types of rules provided for in the Localoffences relating to littering and abandoning vehicles. In connection
Government Act which have not previously been laid beforewith those moves to increase the effectiveness of those provisions,
Parliament and which relate to the internal organisation of authoriit is considered appropriate to enhance the powers of authorised
ties, enable artificial legal entities to operate, and are not of @ersons to some degree. At the present time an authorised person
legislative character affecting the rights of individuals. The rulesmay only require a person who is reasonably suspected of having
affected are amendments to the rules of the Local Governmemommitted an offence against the Act to state his or her full name and
Association approved by the Minister, rules of the Local Governmenaddress. It is intended to extend the operation of the provision to
Association Mutual Liability Scheme and Local Governmentinclude circumstances where the authorised person reasonably
Workers Compensation Scheme, and rules of controlling authoritiesuspects that a person is committing, or is about to commit, an
established by a single Council or by two or more Councils.offence against the Act, and to allow the authorised person to require
Although the practice has been that these rules not be laid befotbe production of evidence of the person’s identity.
Parliament they have not previously been specifically excluded from Clause 10: Amendment of s. 171—\Valuation of land for the
the operation of th8ubordinate Legislation Act 1978he proposed  purposes of rating
amendment will put their status in this respect beyond question. Clause 11: Amendment of s. 172—Valuation of land
The Local Government Superannuation Scheme has requestétie term ‘licensed’ valuer is no longer appropriate. The appropriate
that it be enabled to bring into immediate effect an additionalreference is to a valuer who is a member of the Australian Institute
category of changes to its rules under section 73, such that amenaif Valuers and Land Economists.
ments conferring a benefit or right on persons can enter into Clause 12: Amendment of s. 173—Objections to valuations made
operation without delay. This is consistent with practice elsewher®y council
in the superannuation industry and is included in the Bill. Itis intended to alter the time within which objections to valuations
A recent petition for Ministerial intervention in a dispute betweenmade by a valuer employed or engaged by a council may be made.
Councils has drawn attention to the absence of provision foil he current rule under the Act s that an objection must be made to
Councils who are parties to a dispute to meet the costs of suchthe council within 21 days after the objector receives notice of the
resolution process. It is no longer appropriate for the State Goverrtelevant valuation (unless the council allows an extension of time).
ment to meet such costs on behalf of Local Government and the BifAn objector will now have 60 days, or until 30 September, to lodge
includes a provision to remedy this deficiency. an objection, whichever is the later (unless the council allows an
The Bill also includes technical amendments to replace referencegxtension of time). o
to a ‘licensed valuer employed or engaged by a Council with ‘a  Clause 13: Amendment of s. 174A—Limitation on general rates—
valuer who is a member of the Australian Institute of Valuers andL997-1998 and 1998-1999 financial years
Land Economists’ and to amend the period for objecting to dtis proposed to allow councils to disregard certain aspects of capital
valuation made by a Council-employed valuer so that it is consistergrowth within their areas when applying the provisions of section
with proposed amendments to the Valuation of Land Act concerning 74A(1).
the period for objecting to valuations made by the Valuer General. Clause 14: Insertion of s. 201

Explanation of Clauses This clause proposes the insertion of a section that will expressly
Clause 1: Short title provide that thé&Subordinate Legislation Act 19@®es not apply to
This clause is formal. the rules of a controlling authority under the Act.
Clause 2: Commencement Clause 15: Amendment of s. 721—Differences between councils

The Act, other than the provision extending the period within whichS€ction 721 of the Act establishes procedures for resolving differ-
objections to valuations made by a council may be made, will com&nces between councils. It is intended to make provision relating to
into operation on assent. The other provision will come intothe costs of the proceedings. In connection with this, an amendment
operation on a day to be fixed by proclamation in order to allow coWill be made to require the Minister to consult with the relevant
ordination with amendments being proposed to Vatuation of ~ councils about the appointment of any person to conduct the

Land Act 1971 proceedings before the appointment is made. The Government has
Clause 3: Amendment of s. 21—Formulation of proposals by th@!So concluded that it is appropriate that a person be appointed to
Board conduct the proceedings in all cases.

Clause 16: Amendment of s. 748a—Depositing of rubbish, etc.

Another clause of this measure provides for the extension of thfl“his clause amends section 748a(1) of the Act to increase the

operation of Division X Part Il of the Act until 30 September 1998. : - A
P ptember 1998 maximum fine for depositing litter and other matter on a street, road

In conjunction with that extension, it is proposed that the Local . c ;
Government Boundary Reform Board will not be able to formulate®” Other public place to $4000 (currently this offence carries a
aximum penalty of $500). The expiation fee is also increased to

a structural reform proposal under section 21 of the Act after 3
September 1997. (This restriction will not affect a proposal orb200 (currently $50).
process commenced on or before 30 September 1997.) Clause 17: Amendment of s. 748b—Apparently abandoned

Clause 4: Amendment of s. 22E—Protection from proceeding¥€hicles and farm implements
This amendment rectifies an incorrect cross-reference. his clause amends section 748b(1) of the Act to make the penalty

Clause 5: Amendment of 5. 22G—Expiry of Division for abandoning a vehicle or farm implement in a public place

This clause provides for the extension of the operation of DivisionConSiStent with the penalty provided in relation to section 748a(1).

X Part Il of the Act until 30 September 1998. .

Clause 6: Amendment of s. 34—The Local Government Associa- Mr De LAINE  secured the adjournment of the debate.
tion of South Australia

Clause 7: Amendment of s. 34a—Local government indemnitp TATUTES AMENDMENT (COMMUNITY TITLES)
schemes . o AMENDMENT BILL
It is possible to argue that various rules and constitutions that operate
under the Act may be subject to the operation of $ubordinate
Legislation Act 1978In order to avoid any argument to this effect,
the operation of that Act is to be expressly excluded.

Clause 8: Amendment of s. 73—Local Government Super- 1he Hon. S.J. BAKER (Treasurer): | move:
annuation Scheme That this Bill be now read a second time.

Second reading.
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| seek leave to have the second reading explanation insertéiaht is as good. | stand to be corrected on that, but the Barossa

in Hansardwithout reading it. has an excellent centre.
Leave granted. | turn now to the Government's budget of 1997-98 and
The Community Titles Act was proclaimed to operate from theparticularly to many of the comments of members opposite
4th November 1996. yesterday in that regard. One has to say that we have in our

Twenty-six applications for a variety of community titled eW[idSt an Opposition that is negative, pessimistic and carps

development have been lodged with the Development Assessm . : . o
Commission. These represent a wide range of developmentOnsistently. In fact, I cannot think of anything positive that

proposed or in the process of being developed, ranging fron®dpposition members had to say about the budget. It reminds
conventional small scale residential schemes to innovative suburbane of an old saying about pleasing all the people all of the
infill, schemes including viticulture and aquaculture, rural a”dtime. You can please some of the people all of the time and

country living schemes and industrial estates. -
It was originally envisaged that access to the Strata Titles Acl"III the people some of the time, but you cannot please all the

would be limited from the 4th November to the completion of People all of the time. This Labor Party Opposition adds a
schemes which already had planning approval. During the public andew dimension to that because it is the group that we can
industry education program prior to the commencement of the ACtrv‘lever please any time.

a

it became apparent that there was a problem with the transition .
provision proposed for the Strata Titles Act. It was suggested yesterday by the member for Elizabeth

It became apparent that some developers first seek approval &1d perhaps other members on that side that this budget is a
construct a building then subsequently seek approval to divide thRoax. This budget is no hoax. The budget has a surplus to the

'fanfﬂ.tb¥ Sga:ﬁ plan, not tta'l‘)ing aC(t:Oclimtt t%f the Det‘.’e'OpA“em ACtne of $1 million and the Government has turned around the
acility for both approvals to be granted at the same time. As aresu e T
there was a possibility that some developers would have been cau fate’s finances by $366 million in the last 3%z years. Let us

with a building intended to be strata titled for which they had notlook at what the Labor Government budgets between 1990-91
sought subdivision approval. Had the transitional provision becomand 1993-94 did once the first bail-out of the State Bank debt

operative, these developers would have commenced their scheqiys announced. | well remember that because | was in an a

ﬂﬂggrr tt?]?a %gﬁ%ﬂﬂ%%ﬁ:gig_en have completed the developmepto o jock-up for that, representing the Centre for Economic

It had been the intention that existing developments would bétudies. | remember when the then Under-Treasurer an-
completed under the same regime which they had started. nounced a bail-out of $1.2 billion, and it was the first of what
Taking these matters into account it was determined that the mogjas expected to be many more.

appropriate course was to suspend the operation of the sections
limiting the future operation of the Strata Titles Act, until they could €t us look at the 1990-91 budget of the then Government.

be appropriately amended. At that stage the recurrent deficit was $369 million. One
Consideration has been given to an appropriate form of transiwould have thought that, following the State Bank debacle,
tional arrangement between the Strata Titles Act and the Communiihe Government would seek to redress some of the recurrent

Titles Act. .
This Bill will allow for a cut off date for new schemes under the deficit, but not the Labor Government. In the 1991-92 budget,

Strata Titles Act where proceedings for the deposit of the strata plaf€ recurrent deficit rose to $470 million from a forecast
have commenced before a date to be set by proclamation. The d&b&30 million.

will be set following industry consultation. Proceedings for the |, 1992-93, things improved a little. It was reduced to

deposit of a strata plan will be taken to have commenced either wh L .
application for subdivision by strata plan was made, or whes§317 million, and in 1993-94 the then Treasurer (Hon. Frank

application for approval to construct the building to be divided byBlevins) announced in the budget that we would have only
the plan was made, whichever application was first. a $24 million deficit. Unfortunately, it obviously all got away,
The Bill is essentially technical in nature and will enable thepacause the actual deficit for 1993-94 was $266 million. |

gmng%ir\]/ig%r;]sﬁ:?dnefrr?hn; gggqﬂ\arsl;&n#ﬁgg ,&g}? Strata Titles Act towiII just run that past members again. From a budget with a

I commend this Bill to Honourable Members. proposed $24 million deficit it went to an actual deficit for
Explanation of Clauses 1993-94 of $266 million. On my figures, that works out to be
Th_gggsgelfssfgmgllﬂe a difference of $242 million—quite amazing! When Opposi-
i usei . ; i i ;
Clause 2: Amendment of s. 41—Amendment of s. 8—Depositg?n members say that this budget is a hoax, | have to raise

strata plan my eyebrows and give a somewhat wry smile as they, when
Clause 2 amends section 41 of the principal Act in the mannein Government, could not achieve any advance on the deficit
already discussed. resulting from their own mismanagement and from the State
Bank debacle.

In late 1993, when we came into Government, an audit of
the accounts showed that the State was $365 million in debt.
We have managed to turn that around, but it has not been

Adjourned debate on motion to note grievances. easy. | commend th_e _South Australian public_ for putting up

(Continued from 3 June. Page 1552.) with the cuts that Ministers have had to take in the budgets.

Nobody likes doing that; it is of no benefit to anybody, but

Mr BUCKBY (Light): 1add my comments to those of the With this budget we had to bring it back to a situation where
member for Custance regarding the Barossa Conventiolie were earning the amount of money we were spending, and
Centre. |, too, attended the opening of that centre on Fridaycongratulate the Treasurer on the excellent job he has done
night last and believe it to be one of excellence. | extend myn achieving that.
congratulations to the Faith community on their vision and | will turn to this budget and its effects on the electorate
on the very hard work that they have done in raising ovepof Light. This year a further $2.1 million will be spent on the
$1 million so far from their community. From sitting in the Hewett Primary School. | was pleased when the Minister for
theatre, | have to say that the comfort, the acoustics and tHeducation approved that school, which now has 136 students
benefits of viewing an act there are equal to those of thevhen it was estimated to have only 70. It is the only one on
Festival Theatre and, as the member for Custance said, surdéhe northern side of Gawler, and construction is proceeding
there is no other facility in another regional area in Australizextremely well.

Mr De LAINE secured the adjournment of the debate.

APPROPRIATION BILL
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With regard to new works in Gawler, $1.2 million has people of South Australia. Each day, the State was going into
been allocated to the Gawler High School. This school, irfurther debt to the tune of $1 million. This extra $1 million
terms of upkeep and maintenance of infrastructure, has beewery day was needed to fund the day-to-day expenses of
an absolute tragedy. In the 10 years Labor spent in Goverrisovernment. No household can survive when debts exceed
ment, not one cent was spent on that school outside the usuatome: sooner or later, the credit card will be exhausted. No
back to school grants, etc. | remember going there anbusiness can survive when its expenditure exceeds its profit,
picking up chairs. When we were running fund-raisers for theand no Government can survive if such a situation is allowed
local Rotary Club, we would borrow chairs from the Gawlerto continue.

High School, and | noted that facia boards were split, louvres Labor’s legacy to this State was debt, depression and

were broken and paint was peeling off, yet nothing was dongpessimism for the future. It saw no light on the horizon.

In our second budget | am pleased to say that at least thog@bor had ruined this State and knew it. The 1993-94 Labor

minor repairs were effected, the place was given a coat dudget, in its financial information paper No. 2, at page 8,

paint, and some pride was returned to the school. | amutlined the economic conditions facing South Australians as

pleased to see that $1.2 million is to be spent at the schodbllows:

Th.at.|s for the replacement of many of the transportable  the oytiook for the economy as at mid-1993 appears to be one

buildings, and for meeting needs existing in the areas ofith growth continuing to be at a pace that will not be sufficient to

senior science, art, technology, general and specialist teachingke major inroads into the unacceptably high rate of unemploy-

facilities, student service facilities and improved administraMent.

tion facilities. This provision is long overdue and should havet continues:

been available 10 years ago. The State’s tourism sector remains weak and does not appear to
| am also pleaded to see—and the member for Custandeve benefited from the strong growth in international tourism to

highlighted this in his speech last night—that in the budgefiustralia.

this Government has supported the Barossa Valley Countryhere are further depressing views on page 8, as follows:

Club to the tune of $2.5 million, $2.2 million of that to be |, 5oyth Australia, there is the added influence of a weakened

spent this year. It will commence in September 1997, and wgutlook for rural production.

are aiming for completion in December 1998. This will be any 5, haq ost it; it knew it had lost it, and it had no answers,

excellen(tj i‘.jd't'on tg th? area.t Ittvtvt;” _?_O aloc?g%dtlaf g;e eeing only a gloomy and bleak future for the State of South
pr%poele lllns%man eve optr_nen 'at tk? tanun a GOl LIUR ystralia. The Liberal Government's fourth budget is not just
and will really focus conventions into that area. one of hope for the future. It is tangible proof that the State

Turning to water resources in the area, there is ongoing,eq have a future and that this future can be attained through
mains work, with an extension to serve Angle Vale, Virginia,eful financial management. The first few years were

and Two Wells. The sum of $1.4 million is being spent in theyitic it hut everyone knew they would be difficult. There

budget this year from a total of $.14'9 million for the project.was no easy fix, and our financial situation is still tenuous.
There are new works for the Elizabeth/Gawler trunk SeWe[ wever. as the Treasurer stated:

stage 3, which will commence in 1997, with completion : o L
expected in 2001—a total of $8.1 million for an upgrade of 'S year, we will live within our means.
sewers. We will do it without imposing new taxes and without
Roads is one area where this Government can stand talncreasing our current rates of taxation. We will live within
| am pleased to say that the Minister for Transport ha®ur means and further reduce the debt, which has already
approved $5.5 million to be spent on the Barossa Valley Wa)ﬁ’)een reduced from $9 billion to $7.5 billion. We will live
for junction upgrades, minor realignments and WideningWithin our means and extinguish our $4 billion superannua-
Further, the Sturt Highway will receive another $4 million, tion liabilities left by Labor for the people of South Australia
and this is for overtaking lanes at Bastion Hill and Moppat0 pay. We will live within our means and still pump into this
Road. That has been needed, and the Daveyston bypassSigte nearly $70 million for economic development construc-
about to be completed this year. Of importance is thdion. We will pump into this State over $31 million for
additional police staff in Gawler. Before | first came into this €mployment programs and over $10 million for health
place and was door knocking prior to the election, one of théitiatives. The sum of $1.6 million has been allocated to the
things the people of Gawler requested was an additiondPaw Park Repatriation Hospital for day surgery. Those
patrol car. We have been given that this year, together witReople in my constituency will be most pleased to know this.
an additional 15 police staff at the Gawler Police Station. | New funding amounting to $5 million will be committed
have been asking for that, too, since | came into this placdpr disability services, to provide relief in priority areas such
and | am sure that the previous member for Light also doois accommodation, respite care, day support and family
knocked for it. This is an excellent budget, and | commendsupport services. In fact, this Liberal Government has
the Treasurer for its introduction. injected nearly $17 million into the disability sector and will
allocate an additional $1 million to provide equipment for
Mr WADE (Elder): | congratulate the Olsen Liberal people with disabilities and older persons. Young people
Government on achieving something that no previous Liberauffering drug abuse and psychoses will be able to be treated
or Labor Government has been able to achieve in livingn two drug psychosis units to be set up—one at the Flinders
memory. This Government has presented to the people dfledical Centre and the other at Glenside—at a cost of
South Australia a balanced budget—a budget that balanc&4 million. We have additional mammography screening
Government expenditure with Government income, plus aervices. The sum of $2.5 million for primary health care
small surplus. In December 1993, State debt was out ajrants and better management of acute illnesses, such as
control. The incoming Liberal Government was faced withasthma and diabetes, are all positive signs that family and
a mind boggling debt of over $9 billion—a debt incurred by community health remains a priority for the Liberal Govern-
the Labor Government but having to be paid back by thenent—and a high priority, indeed.
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My constituents receiving concessions will be relieved teeducation, health, law and order and the disability sector. |
know that $68.5 million has been allocated for concessionam particularly pleased to see my local police station,
to help people pay their council and water rates and poweChristies Beach, receive an allocation of $2.75 million for the
and transport costs. The homeless and victims of domestlauilding of a new police complex. The community wants
violence will have access to nearly $25 million in relief extra police on the street, and we are delivering.
funding. Foster care is strongly supported through a The sum of $3 million has been allocated for the colloca-
$7 million budget allocation. A further $4.5 million has beention of metropolitan fire services with the South Australian
put aside for new alternative care services for children unablémbulance Service, and | acknowledge the collocation of the
to live at home. And on top of this, a further $14 million has South Australian Ambulance Service with the Metropolitan
been allocated for residential and youth services. Thé&ire Service at O'Halloran Hill. This site was launched on
Charitable and Social Welfare Fund will receive $3 million, Sunday 1 June, and full credit goes to both the South
and problem gamblers will receive help from the $1.5 millionAustralian Ambulance Service and the Metropolitan Fire
provided to the Gamblers Rehabilitation Fund. Service for making this collocation a success. | also acknow-

We will live within our means and still care for our young, ledge the work of the member for Bright who, through his
our aged, our disabled and our frail. In fact, the Home andision and forethought, put this idea in place and has seen it
Community Care Program will receive $67.7 million in this progress. He has worked quietly, so it is an achievement for
budget, an increase of over $14 million since 1993-94. Wéaim as well.
have doubled the support provided for carers over the past There has been a $72 million boost in the education
three years. That can only be good news for those of mpudget. Of significant interest to me is the funding to assist
constituents in Elder who need these services. | have a larggudents with learning difficulties, including those identified
proportion of Housing Trust tenants in my area, and Iby the basic skills test. This is to be increased from $3 million
welcome the $55 million maintenance program for 1997-98to $4 million. There is a record $105.8 million for capital
The South Australian Community Housing Authority will works and maintenance to improve school facilities for
also provide over 300 extra units of houses in 1997-98. Thetudents and staff. It would be remiss of me not to mention
Liberal Government has increased spending on education lilge redevelopment of Christies Beach High School—a real
$72 million. South Australia still spends more on educationcoup for the local community. Finally, after all these years,
per student than any other State. something significant is to happen which will provide a

In my area, in particular, Ascot Park Primary School isquality learning environment for all students at Christies
receiving a $100 000 upgrade plus $5 540 for external repaifdeach.
and painting—something denied them by the former Labor In health, we have demonstrated a real commitment to
Government. Repairs and paint programs have been approvegstoring and reshaping the fabric of our public health units.
for the Ascot Park, Clarence Gardens and Vermont KinderThe reason why this commitment has been necessary is the
gartens, the Edwardstown and Forbes Primary Schools, afidrmer Labor Government's disregard of our public health
the Harcourt Gardens Preschool. That is good news for mgystem, which was run into a shocking state of neglect. Since
schools, because they have all gained from this budgetaking office this Government has embarked upon a major
Students needing speech pathology will have access topiocess of redevelopment, which has resulted in health units
further $1.2 million over two years. The Liberal Governmentacross the State undergoing massive refits: the RAH first-
has committed $75 million over five years to help schools angtage development, $5.8 million; strategic works in country
parents purchase computers and related infrastructuracilities, $5.7 million; a day surgery facility at the Daw Park
Compare this with the paltry $360 000 provided in the lasiRepatriation General Hospital; a new laboratory complex at
Labor Government’s budget for computer purchase. Labathe Institute of Medical and Veterinary Science, $3.6 million.
was a disgrace. It had no vision for the future then, and it haghe list goes on.
no vision for the future of our children today. | also highlight the diverse range of measures taken in the

This budget is a ‘steady as she goes’ approach to ouk997-98 health budget, specifically in the areas of hospitals,
financial and social situation. It is not a budget of hope: it igural and Aboriginal health, disability services and preventa-
a budget of achievement. It is a reflection of this Liberaltive health. Hospitals will get an extra $40 million this
Government’s ability to pull this State from the brink of financial year to allow them to operate more effectively, to
catastrophe, and do it in its first term of Government. It is esustain the impressive increase in the number of patients
budget firmly facing the future. It is a budget that establishe#eated and to continue essential maintenance. The sum of
a stable financial base from which we can pursue the qualit§10 million has been targeted for a range of areas, including

of life that South Australians deserve. | commend this budgegpecific improvements in surgical practice, the establishment
to the House. of two drug psychosis units at Flinders Medical Centre and

Glenside, and providing equipment for people with disabili-

Ms GREIG (Reynell): | would also like to address the ties and older people. | congratulate the Minister for Health
positive impact of the 1997-98 budget. | believe it is import-on taking on the responsibility for the disability area—a very
ant to acknowledge the work of our Treasurer and his teanimportant status to achieve for that portfolio area and for the
The Government aimed for a balanced budget, and it hgseople involved.
reached its target. Four years ago, the Government was given Some $5 million of new funding committed to the
the task of restoring South Australia’s finances, following thedisability sector will address priority areas such as accommo-
disasters of the mid-1980s to the early 1990s. Last Thursdajation, respite, day support, personal care, family support,
we delivered. A budget was put before this House thatherapy and alternative community services. The budget has
balances income with expenditure; a budget that reaffirms ounany positives for the community, particularly my area. We
commitment to job creation. My electorate is alreadyare seeing restored confidence within our commercial and
benefiting from this Government’s achievements. We havéndustrial sector. The member for Mitchell spoke about
seen an increase in spending on our community’s prioritiescranes in his electorate. This same indicator has a strong
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presence throughout Lonsdale. | only have to look outside minitiatives from Government. They will not start up of their
office door and | can view the newly developed Southgatewn volition. There is no existing infrastructure or profes-
shopping plaza; further down the road, a $6 million aged carsion, and no union is working in those new industries to be
complex; and we have welcomed to Lonsdale Alfon Industits political advocate, yet we as a total community must pay
ries and Seeley International. Dicksons Glass, Protectattention to the necessity for those industries to be estab-
Safety, Quality Crash, Team Poly, Kilkee Products and dished. As members of Parliament and part of the people—in
number of other companies have all expanded in the electofact, the most important part of the people, in our role in the
ate—larger factories, better facilities, more staff. It isdetermination of policy (that is, the body politic of society)—
happening, and it is happening locally. Surely, this is ave need to draw attention to the benefits that can be derived
positive indicator in restoring local confidence. from these new industries, otherwise nobody will do anything
In talking with businesses in my community, | am finding about it. We need to support our Ministers in the initiatives
that they still have the feeling that our economy is missinghey take to sell those goods and services overseas. Therefore,
something. They acknowledge that fiscal recovery is on tracke must find an appropriate social structure that delivers a
but, no matter what we do (and that includes what we denanagement process to develop markets for those services.
well), we still have a problem, and that problem is attitude. | draw the House’s attention to the problem that | see at
While members of Parliament are constantly degrading thithe present time. This Government took a unique initiative.
State and knocking anything and everything we do, thingdhrough the establishment of an organisation called the
will not happen as quickly as we want. However, if we truly Council for International Trade and Commerce of South
want the State to improve and get back on track, we have tAustralia (CITCSA), there is the means by which so-called
talk up our State and what is happening with it. The Leadeethnic chambers of commerce can affiliate and focus their
of the Opposition constantly calls for a bipartisan show ofattention upon selling those goods and services to which |
strength in achieving the goals of this State. If the Oppositiofnave just referred into the countries from which the people
Leader truly believes in a bipartisan approach, he must¥ho might form part of the membership of each of those so-
embrace a positive outlook, he must believe in restoringalled ethnic chambers of commerce came.
confidence and he must back our Government's plan for The Government took as its model some outstanding
getting South Australia back into a healthy financial state. successes, such as the ltalian and Chinese chambers of
commerce and, more recently, the Indonesian chamber of
Mr LEWIS (Ridley): On previous occasions members commerce, under the guidance of one person in particular, but
will have heard me talk about the most important challengehe whole committee is very competent; Kieran Kelly has
confronting us as a State if we are to survive. Quite clearlydone a great deal in that regard. Other chambers of commerce
it is not possible for us to address the unemploymenhave been successful to varying degrees. Through CITCSA
problems we have in this State unless we can expand otiiey can structure their activities and their focus to get more
economic base. The only way we can do that in an enduringffective results for the wider South Australian community
way is not to try to take industries from other States and bringn selling those goods and services into those economies.
them here to sell to customers local to Australia; that is just However, what we see is that they have been under the
shuffling the deckchairs. What we must do is expand the sizembrella of funding from the Office of Multicultural and
of the economy within our State by pursuing export market&thnic Affairs, until very recent times. That has just been
for whatever it is that we are producing. Clearly, that can beenamed the Office of Multicultural and International Affairs
done by expanding demand overseas for the goods we camd, under a new director, some shifts have been occurring
produce or the services that we can provide from Soutlthat have disturbed me immensely. | think it would be highly
Australia. There is another form of development in theinappropriate, indeed, very undesirable, if an arm of Govern-
economy which some people classify as an export, and thatent such as the Office of Multicultural and International
is encouraging overseas capital investment in opportunitieaffairs, which has previously been focused upon promoting
here in South Australia which then go on and produce the better understanding between the culture in South Australia
goods and/or services to which | have already referred.  and the countries of origin from which people have come to
There are problems related to each of those matters, whiaks, were to take control of CITCSA, which is at arms length
I wish to talk about now. The goods that we can produce arrom Government and which at present cannot be criticised
not just manufactured goods but are also from primanfor being a policy arm of any political Party. It is separate
industries and emerging parts of those primary industries—rom political Parties and from Government, and it must
the sunrise industries that | have spoken about before—suebmain separate. It would be quite inappropriate for anyone
as aquaculture and niche marketing of a wider variety ofo contemplate bringing that under the umbrella of the Office
cereals, fruits and nuts of one kind or another. | include heref Multicultural and International Affairs and its new
the expansion of olive, almond and pecan production and sdirector.
on, as well as the things that we already produce very well, | commend the work that has been done by the previous
and finding a stronger demand for them in a wider variety oChairman, Mr Malcolm Clemens; the new Chairman, Mr
markets, such as our oranges. They will be entering KoreBekakis; and the current CEO who has been there since its
later this year. They have not been able to get access to thateption, Mr. Joseph Tuma. They have all done an outstand-
market before without paying a very considerable imporing job, along with the assistance of the board. It is focused
duty. That will amount to several thousand tonnes of citrusupon exports and trade, and those exports are of the type to
In South Australia we produce about 200 000 tonnesvhich | have referred. We must take advantage of its unique
altogether. We are about to start harvesting a navel crop atructure; we are the envy of the other States in that respect.
more than 80 000 tonnes right at this minute. Earlier this year | attended a conference in Canberra which
Those goods of the type | have just mentioned and thattempted to set up similar structures in other States and
other services of tourism and education that we can sell inationally. They understand the benefits we are getting from
great quantity certainly need to be strongly supported byt but are not able to emulate it. | believe we should not
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simply cut it out and/or bastardise it by shifting the fashionfundamentally changed the gloom and doom that was part of
in which it is funded but leave it to function in the way that the South Australian landscape when we came to office to a
it is, achieving the successes that were referred to today gslace which has hope and which has a foundation for the next
pages 1 and 2 of thedvertiser | seek leave, Sir, to incorpo- century. Yesterday | listened carefully to Opposition
rate inHansardthe statistical table of this export boom.  speeches, including the speech made by the Leader of the

Leave granted. Opposition.
RURAL All members opposite could do was refer to our not
Percentage achieving our targets for employment, with particular
1996-97 Increase reference to the youth unemployment rate, about which we
($Ens1it|'|'i‘g?]t)e om OgtILSSt make no apology. We are as concerned about youth unem-
Cereal 1100 +25 ployment as is the Labor Party. That issue must be tackled.
Wine 385 +26 It is a top priority of the Premier and this Government, and
Wool 400 +3 that is why we have put in place incentives for young people.
Fish 180 -10 Our $30 million youth unemployment plan includes incen-
Meat 170 -31 . . .
Fruit and vegetables 150 .6 tives for businesses to employ young people, exemptions to
Livestock feeds 40 +14 employers who take on young people from paying the
Dairy 35 -10 WorkCover levy, and payroll tax rebates on wages for young
Live animals ) 35 +26 people.
ﬁ?&?ﬁg‘r’lggs'maste”als %g jg Measures are in place to ensure that the issue of unem-
Other rural 30 n.a. ployment, a concern to all South Australians, is being tackled.
Total rural $2.6 hillion When we came to office, and members opposite can testify
OTHER INDUSTRIES to this, how many members of Parliament employed trainees
ggtsro'e“m 29750 :??E? in their own offices? This Government led by example in
Metals 600 n.a. providing traineeships for young South Australians by
Power generating machinery 160 +150 employing them in electorate offices. This Government set
General machinery 121 n.a.  an example. We must give young people a fair go, and the
I\E/Ilgtccfpgglrén achinery 70702 +1'7263 best way to do that is to provide schemes, such as those
Leather 50 n.a. established by this Government, and to lead by example, as
Other 425 n.a. well as the other incentives | have just outlined.
Total Exports $5.1 billion +12.8% When this Government took office State debt had

Mr LEWIS: | draw attention to the fact that it is not an €scalated to in excess of $9 billion on the back of the State
accurate table in that it is a record only of what goods hav8ank and SGIC disasters. The Government was spending
been exported from South Australia. It does not include thosg1ore than it was earning by $1 million a day. In real terms
goods that have gone across the border of necessity to fille debt as a percentage of gross State product has been
swift passage on aircraft to the markets to which they arélashed from an unsustainable 28.1 per cent in June 1992 to
going, being exported then out of Melbourne and Sydney0.6 per centas of June 1997, and it will continue to fall. No
after going on domestic flights to those terminals. Wherea®pposition member can deny this fact. That is not phoney:
wine is up 26 per cent, cereals up 25 per cent, live animals upat is reality. The percentage of gross State product to debt
26 per cent and livestock feeds up 14 per cent, it looks aBas been reduced. We have tackled the unfunded State
though fruit and vegetables are down. That is not true. ~ Superannuation blow-out of $4 billion. We have been

They are up but they are being exported out of Melbournéesponsible.
and Sydney. All the more reason we should commend this As the Premier said, we would have liked to do more in
Government for having a plan and extending the runway angome areas, but you are restrained by what you inherit. You
doing something about putting in place the Alice Springs tecannot make a statue from sandstone if you do not have the
Darwin railway. | also commend the work being done tofunds. If the funds are not available, you have to do the best
bring together the people in the education industry by &ou can. If one looks at what has been accomplished, the
gentleman from TAFE who has just been to see me, MGovernment and the Treasurer should be commended.
Roger Griffiths, and the people who are working with him History will show that it was this Government that took South
from both the private and public sectors in selling educationAustralia from gloom and doom and gave it a future. As the

We need to do more of that, and the Minister for Healthmember for Ridley said, much has been achieved in the
at the bench also knows that we can get several tens €xportarea. South Australia has a declining birth rate and an
millions of dollars by marketing our health services in Easttgeing population, and you do not have to be a Keynes to
Asia. That is where our future lies; that is from where the jobginderstand that you are limited in what you can provide when
will come. Those jobs will be real; they will not be pretend; faced with those sorts of demographics.
they will be enduring; they will be well paid; and we cando ~ Despite that, this Government has tackled the problems

that better than any other place in Australia. and is giving this State a future. The youth unemployment
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Bass): Order! The rate of 39 per cent is a problem and must be tackled. The
honourable member’s time has expired. Government is doing that. But the general unemployment rate

of 11 per cent decreased to 9 per cent, and | know that
Mr SCALZI (Hartley): Irise to commend the Treasurer generally that type of statistic applies across Australia. It is
and the Government on this fourth budget. It is a well-not that South Australia is isolated from what is happening.
planned budget and has certainly delivered on this GovernAle cannot be blamed for structural unemployment. The
ment’s election promises. Not everything is hunky- dory, andpposition talks about hidden unemployment, but the reality
the Opposition criticises us for that, but it is a responsiblas that structural factors have caused this unemployment and
budget and a budget that is on track. This Government hage are tackling that.
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As the member for Ridley said, we must expand, we must It is rather astonishing that at a time such as this absolutely
export and the ethnic chambers of commerce have done tha-one is representing the Opposition at the moment in this
Today’'sAdvertisershows that we are on track and that weHouse given that, in fact, over the last 11 years they created
are delivering. Not one member opposite talked about theuch an almighty mess. As the Premier said, we will take on
increase in rural and manufacturing exports. The figures arde responsibility of cleaning up the mess; indeed, this has
there for all to see. The Leader of the Opposition yesterdalgeen done through responsible government. Jobs have been
said that it was a no hope budget and that it failed to delivecreated. Small business has been given a life-giving injection.
for South Australia. Members opposite had time to assess thidealth, education, the environment and regional development
budget and, no doubt, to make constructive criticism, and thdtave been made this Government’s top priority.
is what an Opposition should do: it should tackle the budget, You cannot spend more than you earn. If you do, there
go through it and tell us ways in which it could be improved.will be a day of reckoning. In the end, you go bankrupt; you

We have an Opposition that is not an Opposition. Ango broke. That is exactly what happened to South Australia.
Opposition means that it has an opposing position: it shouldlVvhen this Government came to power in December 1993,
not just oppose. This Opposition has no position; it has nour debt was $9 billion. The State was crippled. Taxation
plan. It is a hitchhiker Opposition. A hitchhiker waits on the levels and unemployment were choking this State to death.
side of a road for something to fall off the back of a truck. All There was great depression, particularly in small business and
we have heard from the Opposition is criticism of Govern-in other areas of government such as education and health.
ment members, the Premier and Ministers. It is hitchhikefThe 1997-98 budget represents a balancing of the books.
mentality: whatever falls off the back of the truck, pick it up However, achievements are not confined just to Government
and talk about it today. The hitchhiker does not know wherdinances or to the economy. Investment in areas of social
it has been, where it is going or who will pick it up next, and capital has improved our quality of life and made South
it puts itself in danger of going somewhere where it will not Australia the perfect State in which to live, work and bring
be safe. up one’s family. There is a sense of hope which was missing

Is that the type of alternative Government this Statgfor so many years prior to 1993.
needs? No. We had enough of that mentality in the past. We Specific areas of the budget which affect the electorate of
need a plan. We need to know where we have been and vidanson include: education, health, law and order, police,
must acknowledge that there were past mistakes. We musiall business and outstanding capital works such as the Mile
assess where we are. We must understand what luggage fwad development, the upgrade of the airport and the exten-
have and we must be in control of our vehicle. We must nosion of the runway which will, indeed, boost tourism and
hitchhike on Federal issues, as the Opposition did yesterdalyade. It gives me a great deal of pleasure to traverse the
or on what some journalist said about members of this plackilton Bridge and see the tremendous developments taking
but, instead, get on with the job. Premier Olsen and thiplace in the Mile End area in terms of the athletics and netball
Government want to get on with the job of delivering for stadiums, which are due for completion towards the end of
South Australia. this year.

I refer to what has taken place in my electorate since we The electorate of Hanson includes a very large percentage
were elected. | know that we have been criticised in relatio®f people in the older age bracket who are concerned about
to education, but this budget provides a $72 million boost fotheir property and their well being. They have worked very
education, extra help for children with learning difficulties hard all their lives and do not want to see their property in
and better school buildings. In this respect | refer to the Easany way damaged or vandalised. It is logical that a
Marden Primary School and to its state of disrepair when w&21 million boost for the South Australia police will make the
came to office. The same could be said of the Newton andommunity safer. This will be enhanced by the introduction
Hectorville schools. This Government has provided moneyf an extra 165 police on the beat. The people will breathe a
for upgrades of those schools as it has with the $3 milliorsigh of relief in the knowledge that they will, indeed, be a lot
Norwood-Morialta development. These projects will providemore secure.
jobs and there is the multiplier effect in that respect. There are over 1 800 small businesses in the electorate of

Members opposite have a right to assess the budget aftanson. The former Administration had scant respect for
its specifics, but | note that they do not do that. They are ndgusiness investment in this State. Incentive was down.
listening or assessing the budget properly. They have thBusinesses and once proud family operations in some cases
hitchhiker mentality. Lord help us if someone were to pickin the electorate of Hanson were forced to close. They went
up the Labor Party and say, ‘Here you are in government0 the wall; they went bankrupt. During the past 32 years this
lead South Australia. South Australia deserves more. Wéas been turned around. The Olsen Government has protected
cannot return to the past. We understand the present assenall business. There are no new taxes; there are incentives
Government and we are providing a future for all Southfor local companies to develop export markets; and 93
Australians. per cent of industry assistance funds go to local companies.

Obviously, the two crucial areas for any Government, if

Mr LEGGETT (Hanson): | support the Appropriation you seek to single out two, are education and health. The
Bill and congratulate the Treasurer, Premier Olsen ancglectorate of Hanson mirrors the overall State scene. Under
indeed, the Government. Budgeting is all about responsiblthis Liberal Olsen Government, there have been great
management. | am not a great economist, but in fairlchanges in education. Certainly, there have been school
simplistic terms to budget means to control one’s financeslosures, but | believe they have been necessary and benefi-
and expenditure and to balance the books. Again, | congrataial to South Australia. Two schools in my electorate of
late the Premier and the Treasurer because the books balanganson will close at the end of 1997. They are the Netley and
Itis an historic moment in South Australia’s history. It is the Camden Primary Schools, which have given outstanding
first phase of the massive job undertaken by this Liberaservice over many decades. They will close to make way for
Government to clean up Labor’'s mess. a super R to 12 complex on the Plympton High School site.
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This will be an exciting new development, an outstandinghis Government for the action it has taken. It has not been
initiative and a new school which will benefit residents in theeasy.
western suburbs. Congratulations are in order to the Minister It is worthwhile for members to reflect on what we have
for Education and Children’s Services, the Hon. Rob Lucashad to do during the past three years to bring about the result
for his initiative. in this budget—or, perhaps | should say, not what we have
Coupled with this, extra help will be made available tohad to do but what we have not been able to do in the past
children with learning difficulties in schools. | note that three years. We have not been able to spend $1 million per
$60 million has been guaranteed over four years for schoalay which we could easily and irresponsibly have continued
computer infrastructure. There is no doubt that students arté do. It has meant that the areas of key spending such as
teachers will be the big winners from a massive $72 millioneducation, health, the police and social services have not had
boost to the education budget, which will take spending o@s much money in the past three years as they would have
education to an all-time high for any South Australianliked.
Government. Many of these extra resources this year willbe But, as a result of our responsibility, in this budget we are
spent on significant pay increases for teachers and staff, demonstrating that we can get back to some sort of an even
negotiated earlier in the year by the Premier, the Minister fokeel. We have also managed to slash spending in many other
Education and Children’s Services and the school unionsireas. | refer to the efficiencies we have created, for example,
Increased education spending will mean that South Australii the State car fleet. Members will recall that when we first
still spends more on education per student than does any otHeok office thousands of cars were unaccounted for—we did
State and that we maintain the best student to teacher ratimt even know whether they existed. That has all been
and the lowest average class sizes of all mainland States.attended to and we have cut the State fleet by more than
While there is no large public hospital in Hanson, the25 per cent. Again it means we have freed up money for
Queen Elizabeth Hospital, which is outside my electorategducation, health and other areas.
plays a vital role in the western suburbs. A tremendous We have also had to make some very tough decisions in
number of residents who become ill are transferred to th#éhe area of Public Service staffing. There are 12 000 fewer
QEH, which has played a strategic role over the past foupositions in the Public Service now than when we took office.
decades. In this budget another $45 million will boost thdt was not an easy decision to make. Itis one that has caused
provision of health services. The QEH has received specidhe Government heartache and one that has obviously caused
attention in the 1997-98 budget. Critical care facilities at themany public servants some heartache. Although, as we know,
QEH will undergo an upgrade worth $2 million. Construction not one was dismissed: they all had the opportunity to leave
of the 40-bed psychiatric facility at the hospital will also if they so desired. | guess we should say a ‘thank you’ to the
continue, with $4.34 million going towards this vitally many thousands of public servants who decided to take up the
important project, which will see specialised in-patientGovernment’s offer of a package. Therefore, the salary bill
facilities available to people with mental ilinesses throughouthat we are faced with on a fortnightly or monthly basis is
the western suburbs of Adelaide. When delivering the budgstastly less than it was when we took office.
speech on 29 May the Treasurer said: As a result of these decisions and many others, South
Compare that to 1993 when Labor was spending $1 million £usStralia can look to the future with great confidence once

day—every day of the year—more than it was receiving in revenu@gain. We now have a situation where our primary and
and grants. . Labor was expecting our children, and our children'ssecondary students enjoy the best pupil teacher ratio of that

children [our grandchildren], to pay for those excesses. in all mainland States. Our hospital waiting lists have been
This budget, through great economic management, will meareduced significantly and, equally importantly, our hospitals
that South Australia will now pay for its day-to-day spendinghave been recognised as the most efficient in Australia. In the
from the income it earns. | commend this Bill to the House.area of police, even though they had to do it tough for a
while, major crime has been reduced. A reverse trend has
Mr MEIER (Goyder): | am very pleased to have the occurred. Whilst acknowledging that fact and because we
opportunity to speak in this debate on the Appropriation Bill.want the trend to be ongoing, again our budget allows for 165
There is no doubt that this budget heralds a major milestonextra police on the beat. We can be somewhat satisfied with
in the history of this State: for the first time in living memory, the indications but it has to continue.
South Australia has a balanced budget. What a great achieve- Our transport infrastructure has changed remarkably in
ment! It is something which should have been achieved yeaspecific areas and I highlight the Southern Expressway, that
ago and, if it had been achieved years ago, South Australigroject that was promised year after year, decade after
would be that much more prosperous than it is now. We havdecade. The first section will be opened in the not too distant
had to make some very hard, tough decisions in the past thréeture. It is a wonderful achievement. It is a tragedy that all
years. These tough decisions were necessary because we wiékeland that the previous Liberal Government in the 1979-82
spending, in the first instance, $300 million per year moreperiod had bought for the extended freeways through the city
than we were earning. It was an absolutely reprehensiblalong South Road and so on was sold under the Bannon
situation but one which the previous Labor Government hadlabor Government to generate immediate money to put into
continued until the $300 million blow-out occurred before weareas that now are lost, and that land is no longer available
took office. to build new roads in that area. Also, we have managed to
What have we done in that three years? We have hadachieve the almost impossible in extending the Adelaide
very carefully orchestrated program to seek to reduce thAirport runway. That will help an electorate such as mine
deficit to zero by this budget, and it has been achieved. Wmarkedly, because for years now the primary production
were spending $1 million a day more than we were earningector has been hamstrung in so many ways because it could
but, from the recurrent budget point of view, those days haveot put extra goods onto the planes to get them out of
now come to an end. It is little wonder that people generalAdelaide. The planes have left only two-thirds to three-
ly—and the business community certainly—are applaudingjuarters laden. It will help South Australia enormously.
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Then there are the roads in the rural areas that haveabor caterpillar to the new age Labor butterfly. However,
remained unsealed. | am absolutely delighted that alreadyis behaviour when he was recently overseas demonstrates
most of the roads from Blyth to Brinkworth and from that nothing has changed in the standards, or lack of them,
Snowtown to Brinkworth have been sealed. For years | havthat he brings to politics. Scurrying ahead of the Premier to
had to travel on that unsealed road. | dare say that youapan, he tried to squeeze every vote out of South Australia’s
Mr Speaker, would have travelled on that road too, and otime of crisis as we await the decision on tariffs and the
many other unsealed roads. In as little as three years undtiture of the car industry.
our Government those two roads have been virtually com- This budget is a program for South Australian growth. It
pleted and we are undertaking to seal many other arteriad an overall picture of the fundamentals pulled together by
roads in this State. our Liberal Government and the utmost support by Govern-

Not only have significant advances been made in harchent of the major projects that underpin our future. It is a
economics but also much has been done in the area of theidget that contains no new taxes and a capital works
environment to assist this State. | am delighted that throughrogram of nearly $1.3 billion, which will support more than
this budget Innes National Park, which is in my electorate, i20 000 jobs. There are stamp duty exemptions, financial
about to have in excess of $1 million spent on works. Thessistance to small and medium business, incentives for
new road will be fantastic. Some of the new facilities will business to employ young people, WorkCover exemptions for
help to attract an increasing number of tourists to the tourigtmployers to put young people on the books, and payroll tax
path that attracts the highest number of tourists outside thebates on the wages of young people.
metropolitan area, and | am delighted with that. Equally | will not repeat the many aspects of the 1997 budget that
important is the fact that this Government has undertaken seserve the plaudits of South Australians. However, one of
much in the area of business development and in seeking the paradoxes of the current public scene is that our living
get the unemployed off the unemployed list and onto thestandard is measured in material possessions, and they
employed list. | wish to compliment the Minister for Employ- continue to grow. Yet there is a broadly held view that we are
ment and Youth Affairs, who is in the Chamber at presentexperiencing the toughest times in years and | ask why this
for the excellent job she has been doing and will continue tés so. The unemployed and often part-time employed need
do to ensure that our youth are looked after in the best wajpbs and have little resources for more than the basics. The
possible. The best way possible is to make sure that jobs aezonomic success of the two-income family has placed great
available for them when they finish their study. pressure and often hardship on those restricted to a one-

This budget takes that a step further, with many busineseicome household.
developments proposed. We must not forget that some of the Probably the greatest destabiliser is the rate of change on
policies that we have lived with for the last three years haven almost daily basis. The Premier has aptly described it as
been of real benefit to the business community. One of thogeform fatigue, and | have no doubt it will be with us well
was no new taxes. In addition, South Australia is morento the year 2000. The South Australian Government is
competitive than ever in electricity and water costs comparetheeting these challenges with leadership that acknowledges
with the other States. In fact, in this budget overall,that we are in a new social era. To move into the future, we
$70 million will be spent on economic development incen-need to rediscover the remarkable individuals who have
tives, and that will help people find employment. inspired our community in the past. In a sense, they represent

In so many ways this budget is a culmination of what thisthe legends that give our State’s short history the drama and
Government has been working towards for some three yearthie pride that we carry into the future.

Our task has just begun, but at least we now have a balanced We know of them well from frequent reference: one of our
budget. We have much more work to do, we are aiming folNobel prize winners, Howard Florey; the Antarctic explorer,
more horizons, but | am proud to be a member of a GovernPouglas Mawson; the sporting legend, Sir Donald Bradman;
ment that has turned South Australia around after th&ir Mark Oliphant; and Sir Robert Helpmann. The legends
disastrous years of Labor rule. list continues. What of Robert Stigwood, a giant in the world
of entertainment? There is a surprising and impressive

Mrs HALL (Coles): What do these names and placesnumber who fit into the category of South Australian greats—
mean to South Australians: Roxby Downs and the $1.5 billiorthe legends of South Australia. We do not do them or
upgrade of Olympic Dam; Adelaide Darwin railway; ourselves justice by honouring them only in individual
redevelopment of Rundle Mall and the Capital City project;displays and collections. We need a central venue in Adelaide
Adelaide Airport runway extension; Glenelg West Beachto display and describe the lives and successes of our South
project; Wilpena; the National Wine Centre; Mount Lofty Australian legends. Could it fit into the new Capital City
Summit; and the Southern Expressway? With other parallelevelopment? Would the Torrens Parade Ground be an ideal
projects, they represent the future prospects of this State. venue? Wherever it might be within the city precinct, we

What do these names and places mean to South Auseed to point to the future by saluting our impressive past
tralians: 333 Collins Street; the Remm centre; a hopelesslyeroes in a legends centre of their own.
indebted State Government Insurance Commission; the State One of the disconcerting negatives about Australia’s
Bank collapse with the greatest debt in Australian corporateational development is its failure to build the railway line to
history; a failed plan for the Glenelg development; noDarwin. On the surface of the argument, this could be put
progress on the railway to Darwin; and the Hindmarsh Islandiown to the dominance of the Eastern States in the Federal
bridge fiasco? They are the symbols of Labor in office—theParliament. However, the national interest in this matter is so
barren ground of hard Labor. imperative that it should override any consideration of State

South Australians cannot afford to return to the bizarreivalry. We will have to face the question that will be asked
financial management of Labor, and they are too smart teome time in the future: is Australia dinkum in really
give it another chance. The Leader of the Opposition will tellpossessing and developing this continent? | congratulate the
us that he has changed, that he has metamorphosed from fPeemier on the determined and, one could almost say,
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fanatical way in which he has involved himself in negotiatingWater, continue to improve its own structure. In the coming
this project with both private investors and the new Federdiinancial year, it will also introduce a new working and
Government. management system to be known as the works and assets
The runs are already on the board in another vital transpornanagement system. This is a $19 million upgrade of its
link, and | congratulate the Government on successfullynternal management system and will place the ETSA
negotiating the increased capacity of the Adelaide AirportCorporation at the forefront of public utility management in
Another area where there are not just runs on the board béustralia. This year the ETSA Corporation will spend around
cranes in the air, workers on site and buildings coming out 0$9.6 million on that program. In the outer metropolitan area,
the earth is at Mile End. | refer, of course, to the sportingE TSA will continue to improve its infrastructure, with
facilities at Mile End which are nearing completion: the $2.3 million being spent on constructing and upgrading a new
$8 million-plus netball stadium; the $8 million-plus athletics substation at Paralowie, along with an upgrade at the
stadium; and further to the north the magnificent upgrade dbalisbury substation. In addition, ETSA will spend around
the Hindmarsh soccer stadium. These projects demonstra820 million on improving electricity delivery to the State’s
clearly that, after years and, some would say, decades ebuntry areas, and the capacity of the system is scheduled for
neglect by Labor, the commitment and promise of thismprovement.
Government is being delivered. The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time
I now refer to the administration of our two main public has expired.
utilities, the electricity and water supply systems. | have very
much enjoyed my association with these organisations inmy Mrs GERAGHTY (Torrens). By far the most concern-
role as parliamentary secretary. South Australia’s water anithg issue for the majority of families in this State is unem-
electricity infrastructure represents a collection of State asseployment and job security. Both the State Government and
conservatively valued at more than $10 billion. They arethe Federal Government budgets have failed to deliver on a
protected and regulated by various Acts of Parliament. Usinggal jobs strategy. Umbrella organisations such as the Small
these resources effectively, delivering water and electricitpusiness Association, South Australian Council of Social
services while at the same time finding a way to continugservices, South Australian Council for the Ageing, Youth
their structural development improvement has been one of thffairs Council and even the Farmers Federation and trade
most significant challenges facing the Government of thisinions have criticised this State budget as having no real
State since the Second World War. vision for employment and vocational training, health,
During the Playford years our infrastructure was con-egional development, education or housing. Families with
sidered an economic imperative. However, since the latgounger and older unemployed members were looking for a
1960s, successive Labor Governments allowed the bodig®sitive sign from the Government to inject some life into
which administered service delivery to become less efficienemployment and training development. They simply did not
They drifted and their competitiveness declined. Labowget it. There was a major reduction of home and care funds
Governments simply wrote the problems off as being todo community organisations, and a reduction in the funds for
hard. That neglect ended just over three years ago when thgeniors; community and health services have been cut, as
Government decided to tackle the problems of a State withave public transport services for the elderly.
more than $10 billion worth of non-paying assets. The For the people in my electorate of Torrens, who need
initiatives were bold and applied the same level of scrutinypublic housing, we have seen their wait lengthened and their
as in private enterprise to our electricity and water supplyvait to have maintenance work started delayed even further.
systems. In short, they were expected to start paying theifhere is little commitment to public housing by this Govern-
way. ment. Sadly, families, particularly those in my electorate in
A period of radical restructuring followed and that, | am need, are suffering because of that. What was actually
happy to report, has been highly successful in both areas, adélivered after all the hype was a budget that has bush-
the budget bears that out. SA Water, by contracting out thethacked the less well off in our communities, and the
management of the State’s metropolitan water resources afgbvernment has abandoned the lower income families in our
infrastructure to United Water, achieved results far exceedingociety. After all the hype over the number of jobs that would
expectations. In the first year of operation, United Water abe delivered, only around 950 jobs have materialised for
required under the terms of its contract achieved significantnemployed youth. There was no employment strategy to
water-related exports. These were in the order of $24 millionassist older citizens to get back into the work force, and
$14 million more than the export target. We have saved morgpending on a capital works program, if consistent with the
than $15 million on running expenses in relation to the State’previous State budget allocation for capital works, will be
metropolitan water supply. Simultaneously, we have im-eld back, reducing jobs for South Australians even further.
proved the water supply for South Australians. Another What has happened to the 1 500 traineeships? We get
private company, Riverland Water, established a series &00 traineeships announced but nothing regarding those
water treatment plants along the length of the river. We willexisting 1 500 places. What has happened to them? Frankly,
have cleaner, healthier water in rural South Australia becaugbe employment target set by the Government is an abject
of our decision to involve private operators in our waterfailure, because it provides too few jobs, and past experience
supply system. These plants would not have existed undersiows that the Government is unlikely to deliver on what it

Labor Government. has promised. | cite the example of the 20 000 jobs that were
This year new filtration plants will be built to serve the promised but never eventuated.
residents at Waikerie, Mannum, Barmera and Berri. | Further job losses are expected in South Australia as

congratulate the Minister on his action and determination t@HP and Telstra—which is already moving to take 100 high
remedy this position. Our ETSA organisation has beenech jobs to Victoria—Australian National, the banking
thoroughly revamped and is delivering substantial andndustry and other businesses continue to shed jobs. On top
impressive benefits to the State. This year it will, like SAof this are the growing job losses from ETSA, should the
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Government embark upon its privatisation push. If this wa®f the unemployed by training and retraining them, if
not enough, the Government is continuing to shed jobs in theecessary. Shortages of skilled labour exist because the
public sector, with a budget of $40 million to pay for the Government has not taken the initiative in this area nor
TVSPs. What does that do? That adds to the growing leveénhstilled confidence in business to be involved in training
of high unemployment in the over-40 age bracket. Therograms. | heard an honourable member say previously that
Government should be strengthening public confidence ihe could see hope growing in this State. | suggest that he
respect of job security, not fuelling job insecurity. Many come out into some of our areas and look. There is no hope,
workers who have taken retrenchment packages and they are notjust my words butthe words of people in my
TVSPs from the public or private sector are still unemployedelectorate.

Out of the 12 689 jobs shed from the public sector this

financial year, as outlined in the budget statement, can the Ms WHITE (Taylor): | want to make a few brief
Government say with conviction that none of these worker¢omments about the impact of the Federal budget on our
remains unemployed? electors in South Australia.

Job stability in the public sector was always a positive The SPEAKER: Order! The matter before the Chair is
factor for the consumer economy, even when the privatéhat we are noting grievances in relation to the State budget.
sector was in recession. The fact that consumer spending is Ms WHITE: | want to comment on the impact the Liberal
down merely reflects the general public’s nervousness abobtidget has had in recent weeks. One really cruel measure
job security and a lack of confidence about the state of the jolnflicted on young people in South Australia is the attack by
market. Tragically, in this State we have the highest nationahe Liberal Government on higher education, with cuts of
recorded youth unemployment rate at 42 per cent—someearly $400 million to tertiary education in this budget. That
10 600 young South Australians out of work. Both theaffects thousands of young South Australians in their
Federal and State budgets have failed to come up with argpportunities to find work. The South Australian budget has
policy initiative that will make inroads into reducing this been cut from $312.2 million in 1996-97 to $307 million—a
horrendous level of youth unemployment. What sort ofcut of 3.6 per cent in real terms. Over the past two years, the
message is this sending to our youth in South Australia? Ndgovernment has stripped more than $250 million out of
agood one. The proposed Federal work for the dole schemegcational education, nearly $900 million out of the universi-
which has taken approximately $30 million out of the currentties system and nearly $2 billion out of labour market
training program, is not seen as a credible and alternative waygrograms, many of which were provided through TAFE and
to resolve the youth unemployment crisis. It is likely to which are and have been vital for skills training and job
impede jobs and objective vocational training programs andeadiness.
access to these programs. There have been massive increases in HECS charges, a

During the previous sitting of State Parliament, thelowering of the HECS debt repayment threshold and a
Government mooted the idea of linking State school educasqueezing of Austudy and Abstudy schemes. These cuts have
tional personnel and resources to employment brokering arlzeen made to vocational education—$70 million; and, under
training program initiatives in schools. This is somethingthe University Industry Places Scheme, 4 700 undergraduate
which concerns me, and | suppose it can be looked at in twplaces have been cut. There has also been ongoing confusion
ways. If schools and their personnel resources were sid@bout the proposed youth allowance. These budget cuts are
tracked from providing basic education which youth despemade on top of the introduction of up to $100 000 up-front
rately need, | would see that as a major step backwards. Statedergraduate fees, and on top of the Federal Government's
schools have already experienced cuts in funding of someeduction of 21 000 university places. These cuts have had
$137 million, which has resulted in fewer teachers, largea dramatic effect and impact on South Australian higher
class sizes and limited access to educational materials agducation students.
equipment. The pressure on schools to provide a further The vocational education and training funds have been cut
resource in the area of job brokerage and vocational traininig the Federal Liberal budget for the second consecutive year
is beyond the realms of credibility. However, | see thaton top of last year's budget cut of nearly $2 billion over four
schools can play a networking and communicative role, witlyears to the Working Nation labour market programs. There
an authority established to link and liaise with schools inhas been a 6.9 per cent real cut to vocational and industry
order to identify those students who are unlikely to completdraining. Last year more than 230 000 training places were
years 11 and 12, particularly those who are likely to drop ouslashed. Now $1.8 billion is being cut from labour market
of school at age 15 years. programs. The sum of $14.3 million has been cut from

The question | ask is this: what opportunities are there fovocational industry and training, and another $72 million
young 15-year-olds who drop out of school to immediatelyfrom education and training grants to the States, on top of the
access vocational training as opposed to the school enviro®#183 million cut in last year’s budget. The number of
ment with which they had become disillusioned? There arapprenticeships has fallen under Federal funding. The rate of
just simply too few. My inquiries show that students whogrowth in traineeships has fallen from 117 per cent since
drop out of the system at 15 years of age have to wait somieabor was in office to just 68 per cent in John Howard’s first
13 weeks before they are eligible for case managemeryear.
through the Commonwealth Employment Service. The onus One group in the community which has been impacted
is on us in this Parliament—and, indeed, the Federal Parliaspon most severely is young people. The work-for-the-dole
ment—to give young people a chance to find directions in lifescheme is touted as something that will create employment
that are positive and to try to lead them away from then a big way. There is a lot of hype about that scheme, but the
slippery slope of idleness and petty crime. Federal Government has already admitted that that scheme

This Government has turned its back on the unemployedill do nothing whatsoever to reduce Australia’s high and
and on the youth, and that can only encourage youth alienising youth unemployment rate. South Australia suffers from
ation. We need to show that we value our youth and the skilla cruel unemployment rate of over 42 per cent currently. It
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is the highest in the nation and has been rising. Since the The parliamentary Public Works Committee reported to
Government put its much touted $30 million youth employ-Parliament on 22 August 1991, and on page 7 had this to say,
ment strategy—which was announced last year—into placen part:

youth unemployment has risen. It has not decreased and it has The scheme consists of approximately 37 kilometres of 200

not stabilised; it has risen. It now stands at 42 per cent.  millimetre diameter uPVC pumping main from Glenelg via Port
. Adelaide to Bolivar together with a number of pumping stations and

These factors are further compounded by funding cuts tenain cleaning facilities along the route, and a new series of drying
science and research in the last Federal budget—an arealagoons at Bolivar. A schematic representation of the system is
decline under the Howard Government. The budget haghown on Exhibit 2 plan No. 91 310 [which was given to the
ignored science and innovation, which means that jobs for the”™™itee]
next generation will be sacrificed. Funding for agencies and he report also states:
programs like CSIRO and AIMS, and Australian Research The main has been designed with careful grading to ensure that
Council grants, National Health and Medical Researcifly 838 b boerely ol o0 T ne o e the et of the
Council grants, Cooperative Research .Cer!tres and the.Eneﬁ' eIi%e or at manually operategd gas relief va%ves which will be
Research and Development Corporation is set to fall, in reghstalled at all high points in the main to bleed of entrapped air
terms, from this budget on. On top of all that, there was aluring the charging operation or other gases should they pose an
massive $2 billion in cuts to the research and development teperational problem from time to time.

concession in last year's budget. This has a massive impaThe committee report to the Parliament further stated:

on South Australia, in particular. The total area of the new [sludge drying] lagoon system will be

. : . : 60 hectares. The system will operate with an effluent water cap and
“’.‘ the _other areain \.Nh'c.h lam partl_cularly interested, t_hesludge will be discharged below the water surface through multiple
tourism industry—which is a very important economic nlets for improved sludge distribution.

development industry in this country—the Federal Governy aier the report states:

ment has again shown its disdain of tourism as an industry At ,the start of a posse.ssing cycle the lagoon will be filled with
that can pote_nfflally create a gr_eat number OfJObS' Ther_e Wastluent supplied from a connection off the existing works effluent
a paltry $3 million in extra funding to the Australian Tourism main. Sludge discharged below top water level will displace effluent
Commission, which is only a partial redress for thewhich will gravitate to one of the empty lagoons nearby. The lagoons
$18 million cut last year. By 2001, the Howard Government'r1nf38/r$t hbeder;i r?ézecc)i/ctl?a 0£:sf Srtr?i r?gn gvzlrxagéorr];?ni‘glllng r%lcg :pnodr §i c}r?
will have rlppe_d out $65 million from t_he t_ourlsm budgets conditions. In addition, to allow for variations in weather conditions,
from the baseline of 1995-96. The tourism industry has beefin additional 25 per cent lagoon area over and above the require-
ignored in this Federal budget. Not one new initiative hasnents for average rainfall and evaporations has been included.
been put forward, not one new idea, and no new funding hagpe report went on:

been proposed in this budget. The tourism industry—like jobs Some concerns have been expressed by residents near the Bolivar

and education for the young—has been ignored by thgorks and the Salisbury council regarding a possible increase in
Federal Government. It has meant a double whammy, whestours at the Bolivar Sewage Treatment Works due to the pumping

we take into consideration the impact that has occurredf the additional sludge for disposal there.

through the State Liberal Government's budget, and what irhat was about 12 000 tonnes of sludge by 1991. The report
all adds up to is bad news and a worse future, particularly fogontinues:

young South Australians. Departmental officers attended a council meeting and outlined

the proposed measures for controlling odours. Following the meeting
the council has indicated that it would raise no objections to the

scheme. Nevertheless, the Minister for Environment and Planning
has recognised these concerns and has imposed the following

. i conditions on approval:
Mr BECKER (Peake): Much has been noted in the (1) The release to atmosphere from sludge discharge into the

media in the past few weeks regarding the obnoxious smell ying jagoons has a concentration of hydrogen sulphide of not
over the City of Adelaide. Since 1988 | and several members more than 5 mg/th

from the western suburbs have complained of the smell from (2) The sludge discharge is contained under a water cap.
the Glenelg North Sewerage Works. Under the heading (3) Sludge is passed via one of the existing digester tanks

‘ o S enabling removal of gases, should any be generated prior to the
Sludge city: Glenelg sewerage works slated for killing sea discharge of the |aggons_ ybeg P

life and creating a health hazard’ tiéestsideewspaper of The department is confident that condition 1 will be achieved by
22 November 1989 described an EWS report. The thenpplying one or more special procedures to the sludge operation.

Minister for the Environment and Planning, Susan Lenehanlwo of these procedures are actually contained in conditions 2 and

; of the Minister’s approval. A third procedure which can be used
said that the sludge would be stopped by 1992. If | rememb ould be to chemically treat the sludge with chlorine to oxidise any

rightly, we were in an election campaign and the Partyhydrogen sulphide gas which might be present.
spokesman (Hon. Martin Cameron) went on to advise th%here we were in 1991, advised by the Public Works

g:)enc#fmg]; t/r\]/ﬁafSVTat(\a/\?rtlz ﬂeghfheEr\évjréggﬁhgxt he OnlyCommittee—which was doing its job—that there may be a
) problem in establishing this pipeline and removing the sludge
From there, the Government of the day commissioned thirom where we were discharging it to the sea by bringing it
Public Works Committee to report on the cessation of sewagleack along a 37 kilometre pipeline on land. That was under
sludge disposal into the sea from the Glenelg and Pothe previous Labor Government of this State. A previous
Adelaide sewage treatment works. The reason for thdtabor Government got it wrong again, after spending
commitment by the Government to spend some $13 millior$13 million-plus.
to upgrade the Glenelg sewage treatment works and build a In 1994 there were articles in the local paper. | have
pipeline from Glenelg North through to Bolivar was that we consistently complained of the obnoxious smells that we
had lost so much of the seagrass and sand from the beachegerience in the south-western suburbs which affect not only
at Glenelg North and West Beach. my electorate but also the new electorate. My experience with

[Sitting suspended from 5.52 to 8.15 p.m.]
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the EWS management is that they never seem to tell the trutklectorate of Mawson: first, Steve Maglieri of Maglieri Wines
| am sorry to say that, and also to recall that, ever since | haveame to South Australia at the age of 21 with only a few
been in Parliament, | have complained about the loss dollars in his pocket. He built up an empire in our region and
seagrass and sand along the beaches and the vibrations thas won a gold medal, with accompanying special awards, at
were caused by the huge pumping machines at the Glenetgwine show in Italy. That shows what people who are
North treatment works. Every complaint was laughed off acommitted to their country can do. Also, Darry Osborn of
if 1 did not know what | was talking about. d’Arenberg Wines recently won a gold medal. He has been
The Minister and the local member (the member forwinning medals around the world but recently one of his
Morphett) are here. Since then we have proved that thevines won a gold medal in France, which shows the capabili-
effluent damaged the seagrasses, and we lost them. Thiss of the people of Mawson and South Australia.
Liberal Government was the first to admit the damage that Tonight | want to speak about the capabilities of getting
was done and that we lost sand from the beach. There weos with the job or the lack of capability in comprehending
alterations to the pumping station to stop the vibration thawhy we are in the Parliament, but | will deal with that a little
was affecting the houses opposite the pumping station, bilater. | want to place four specific issues on the record: first,
now we have to grapple with the problem of which Leneharsand replenishment under the 1997-98 budget; secondly,
was obviously aware but which she thought would go away—police; thirdly, disabilities; and, fourthly, capital works. | am
that is, the obnoxious smells. delighted to see that the Minister for the Environment and
The smells coming from the Glenelg North SewageNatural Resources, the Hon. David Wotton, has seen fit to
Treatment Works in the past five years have been atrociouallocate $5 million of South Australian taxpayers’ money to
You cannot describe what it has been like or what we hava sand replenishment program.
had to put up with. | went there one night and the security While on a study tour overseas, the primary purpose of
was so lax that | walked straight in. | said, ‘What the hell iswhich was to look at recycled water and the benefits thereof
going on?’ They said, ‘Well, itis pretty rough, because everin relation to getting waste water from the sewerage works
the boss, who lives by the Patawalonga entrance, is complaiat Christies Beach into the Willunga Basin to create economic
ing.’ There have been problems and they have come up witivealth and jobs for my electorate, | also inspected sand
a dozen different reasons. One was that a part missing froneplenishment programs in places close to America that host
a particular area of the plant had to come from France.  millions of visitors. Guess what | discovered when | was
The Premier of South Australia, who was then theinspecting that sand replenishment program? | discovered that
Minister for Infrastructure, advised me in September 1993he best way of replenishing sand in areas where tidal action
that the source of the problem was the aeration of the sludgesults in a lack of sand on shore and which are high density
in the treatment works. | have sufficient faith in the currenttourism areas, which we are developing particularly in the
Minister for Infrastructure that he will solve the problem andregions surrounding my electorate on the South Coast in the
we will not have to spend several million dollars to get it Fleurieu Peninsula, is to establish sand replenishment
right. In the meantime, whilst the smell is not a health hazardprograms, as we have done.
it is obnoxious and is inconveniencing everybody. We desperately needed that $5 million. Not enough had
This also highlights the problem that we run into from been spent in that area in the past. A lot of rock and stone was
time to time with the bureaucracy in this State. We spenstarting to appear on some of the great beaches around
$13 million renovating Parliament House, and itis a wonderMoana, O’Sullivan Beach, Glenelg and Hallett Cove. It is
ful job. It is a pleasure to work here now, and the staff musfantastic to see that this Government has taken the bull by the
also be pleased with their working conditions following thehorns on this issue and got on with the job.
renovations. The second issue relates to police. Clearly the Government
But there is one little problem: Centre Hall has not beerglone cannot do the job on law and order. It is up to every
completed. The Italian community in my area, my Italianmember of the community to realise that they have a part to
friends, have offered to resurface the Centre Hall floor irplay in reminding people. The Minister for the Environment
marble. They feel so proud of their adopted country that thepnd Natural Resources has just entered the Chamber and
would like to resurface the floor in Centre Hall in marble asagain | congratulate him on his magnificent job of ensuring
a gift to the State and to the people who have given them siat $5 million was allocated so that the sand replenishment
much. Itis just a matter of deciding on a suitable design, an@rogram can occur in our State and particularly in my region.
| am sure the Italian community would meet that request. | return to the issue of police, which is a community
That gesture would make this Parliament and this State verjpatter. Every person must be involved: it is not just a matter
proud of their workmanship and the skills they have broughthat Government needs to address, and that is why in my
to this country. electorate of Mawson over the past 3% years we have seen
Itis a gift they are prepared to give to the people througfthe successful launch of eight Neighbourhood Watch
their Parliament House and, | hope, Mr Speaker, you wilprograms. Some people had been waiting for a program for
accept that offer from the Italian community to resurface thd>etween five and eight years. We have got those programs up
Centre Hall floor in marble. It would be a wonderful reminderand running and | am delighted with the efforts and commit-
to all South Australian people that we can work together foment of our community when it comes to Neighbourhood
the benefit of the State and the community, yet do something/atch programs and looking after the community.
that demonstrates the very proud skills these people have We need police and it is fantastic to see that, following
brought to us from other countries. calls | made after September 1995, the Police Minister has
more than rewarded our community by not only increasing
Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): The member for Peake one patrol with six officers but announcing that 26 additional
has never before been so accurate when he talks abgublice officers will be coming into the southern region,
commitment to South Australia from multiculturalism. | together with a $2.7 million capital works upgrade. | am
remind this House of two recent commitments in myabsolutely delighted to see another issue mentioned in this
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budget and it is something very dear to me. l admitthat 1 did The Leader of the Opposition, who was not able to get
not know a lot about people with disabilities before | enterectapital works programs up when he was in office and who
politics but, after door knocking my electorate twice over thedoes not want to work with us to repair the damage that he
past five years, | was astounded to find how many familieand his other colleagues created over those 11 years, said that
have a relation with a disability. it is a phoney capital works program. It is far from phoney.

| commend the commitment of those families. | also The slippage in this capital works budget over the last three
commend those people who have a disability and who wartears under a Olsen Government is about the same as but a
to get on with the job of working with the community, bitless than under Labor. There will always be slippage when
enjoying life and contributing to our southern region. Evenyou spend hundreds of millions of dollars. The important
if we had magnificent financial scenarios for South Australighing is that we are committed to ensuring that there is
and Australia, which we do not have, | would suggest that igdditional expenditure in capital works. We are now prepared
would be difficult to find enough money to put into the areasto put a structure in place. In fact, this structure is now in
of respite care and equipment for people with disabilities. Place because I have spoken in my office to representatives
will be political on this point, because the Labor Party has rurPf DECS, where lots of money is being spent to rectify the

around for years making out that it supports people witHeglect that occurred for many years in schools and so on
disabilities, but it has not put up. regarding capital works. They know that they have to get

ese projects going. By spending these dollars, you create
al jobs and ensure that brick layers and those people who

we have put up. Since 1987 there have been very fe ke the brick in busi 0 i b
increases in funding for people with disabilities. However, |make the Dricks are In business. Upposition memboers may
vxéell laugh, but most of them have never had to run a

m pl h L% rs into office, we hav . . .
am pleased to say that, 3v2 years into office, we ha eseerbusmess. Unless we run the South Australian Government in

net increase in real terms of $16.8 million, including an>" ilar fashion o that of a busi fut i i
additional specific budget line of $5 million to support peopleas'.mI arfashion to that of a business, our future wilf continue
as it was under Labor.

with disabilities. | will continue to remind our Government
and the Minister of the importance of this area, because . . .

respite care, especially, is an area that needs to be continual%'\/Ir OSWALD (Morphett): This morning I spent some
addressed. We did the right thing by freezing that area out dfie€ reading the speeches of members opposite in terms of
budget cuts and we need to continue to support thos&€ir assessment of the State budget.

magnificent people. Mr Brokenshire: How long did it take you?

| turn to the issue of capital works. A Government can Mr OSWALD: It took me some time, because | re-read
enhance its State in only three ways, the first being to ensure few of them. | did this because | wanted to get some
that the State lives within its means. The Labor Party does natnderstanding of where they were coming from in terms of
understand. It did not understand in the past and, at th&here this State is going. | say that because South Australia
moment, it is clearly showing that it has no understanding ofvent through 10 years of pain under a Labor Government.
the future responsibility of living within your means. You Under the Liberal Government, the economy has been
cannot go on spending $1 million a day more than you argeconstructed. The economy has turned around from a debt
earning. It is absolutely impossible. If you are earningposition of some $300 million to a surplus under the coming
$25 000 a year working hard on the production line and youudget. | would have thought that, with the State’s having
are spending $27 000 a year, | would suggest that you wijone through such pain over the last 10 years prior to the
have problems in the not too distant future, and that is exactlincoming new Liberal Government, we would have all united
the situation in which the Labor Party left South Australia.in this Chamber to try to create the perception in South
It is fantastic to see that, in this budget, we are now payindiustralia that the State is on the way to recovery in that
our way. We will have a slight surplus. It is a surplus of only people can spend, free up the purse strings and allow the
$1 million but at least we will have a surplus by the end ofeconomy to kick on. Nothing breeds success more than a
this coming financial year, and South Australia again will beperception that the economy is on the move again and that
able to work towards sustainability. It is about spendingthings will be better tomorrow.
within your means. The speeches presented to us over the past 12 hours in this

The second way of working to enhance the State is t€hamber from members opposite were the most negative,
ensure that laws and legislation are introduced that are not @arping, snake oil speeches that | have read in many years.
impediment on business. We have worked very hard over thido-one attempted to say, ‘We have had problems in the past
past 3% years to remove a lot of red tape to free up opportunand we now have an opportunity of getting things right; the
ties for small business. | make no apology whatsoever foState can go ahead and prosper. Members of the Labor Party
being a strong supporter of small business, and | make nare concerned only with their political skins and necks and
apology whatsoever for people who make a good profit. whether they can cause as much strife and mayhem in the

| want to see more people in small business and morgommunity as possible so that they have a chance of being re-
people making a profit because in that way this State willected if not this year then four years hence.
prosper. That will also assist those people who are near and | refer to the contribution of the member for Napier as an
dear to me, apart from those people in the small businessxample of how off the track and out of touch with reality
sector, namely, the disadvantaged. That is the only way wmembers of the Opposition are. If they are not, the way they
will give them a long-term opportunity and a sustainable andire dealing with the economy, their assessment of it and the
fair future. The third and final thing a Government can do tgperception they are trying to create in the community is just
ensure that it enhances and supports the growth and directisheer bastardry. | shall refer to a few of the points made by
of a State is to spend money on capital works. We have see¢he member for Napier, which typify the thread that ran
a record increase in capital works expenditure of abouthrough all the speeches made by members opposite. She
$240 million to $245 million. said:

We as a Liberal Government need to do more, but at IeaérfI



Wednesday 4 June 1997 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 1585

Business people in this State to whom | have spoken are appalldtbnourable member does not even know what is going on.
by the trough into which the economy of South Australia has sunkClearly, the upgrade of the sewage treatment plant in Glenelg
Everyone who has any knowledge of the economy of théas nothing to do with the development there and should be
State knows that it bottomed in late November-December lagaken out of the figures.
year and has continued to come out of the trough ever since. The point | am trying to make is that you cannot expect
Members would be well aware of some of the projectsthe private sector to come in and pick up all the costs. You
developments and businesses that have started coming baukve to provide infrastructure and confidence in terms of
to this State. | shall refer to a few. We all know that Westpasvhere the State is going. This budget will provide that
has returned and re-established itself in South Australia. Iaonfidence. Very shortly we would expect to see the State’s
this respect, | also refer to Western Mining with its $1.5credit rating rise because of the way the State is now able to
billion upgrade; Holden’s $1.4 billion investment in the new balance its budget. That will promote more favourable
model Commodore and the production of the new Vectra; thénterest rates and business confidence. With the enormous
$180 million co-generation plant at Osborne to provideamount of public infrastructure in capital works programs that
electricity to ETSA and steam to Penrice; and the construcare being undertaken, it is only logical that the private sector
tion of a second continuous caster for BHP at Whyalla. ~ will be able to move in and become partners in the develop-

| personally had a deal of involvement in bringing ment of the State.

Woolworths to South Australia. | was happy for the Premier  The honourable member referred to the housing sector
of the day to visit Sydney and talk to the management of th&ecause she claims to know a lot about it. I put it to the House
company, but behind the scenes | did an enormous amoutiat, despite being the shadow Minister for Housing, the
of work to ensure that Woolworths came to South Australiahonourable member—and | know she probably asks two
My point is that Woolworths would not have come to Southquestions a year on the subject—

Australia, it would not have made a major investment, unless The Hon. E.S. Ashenden interjecting:

it had confidence as to where this State was going. Since it MrOSWALD: As the Minister says, | would doubt that,
has come to South Australia it has built a major redistributiorbut | give her credit: she has probably asked two questions
centre at the sports park at Cavan. It is now developing ne& year on housing. She said:

stores throughout the State. More than anything else, Let us look at what is happening in the area of housing. The
Woolworths has demonstrated that it has faith in Souttsovernments projections show that housing starts will be low
Australia and that it wants to come here. Yet the Oppositioffompared with what occurred under Labor.

constantly carps and throws its snake oil over the budget b§he went on to talk about the number of new houses being
saying that the State is going nowhere. started compared with the number started under her Adminis-

The member for Napier referred to the Glenelg developtration. What she conveniently hides is that under the Keating
ment. | thought that some of things to which she referred if3overnment, particularly when Brian Howe was the Minister

this respect were interesting. She said: for Housing, we saw an axe go through the Commonwealth-
The Glenelg development depends overwhelmingly on the>tat® Housing Agreement. We saw the amount of money
injection of vast amounts of public money to get it going. made available to housing in this State absolutely decimated.

fact, her own Government was in power here in South
ustralia at the time.

The honourable member would be well aware that the
Pesponsibility for the amount of housing being cut back rested

solely with the Keating Government. That is why we have
In actual fact, the Labor Party walked away from Glenelg folseen the decline in public housing new starts in this State—

12 years and did nothing about the environmental clean-ugnd the honourable member knows it—but, once again, she
Mr Bass: It was too hard. is trying to place new connotations and new perceptions on
Mr OSWALD: As the honourable member says, it wasit to make it look as if times have changed. The honourable

too hard. Yet the Liberal Government is cleaning up themember says that there is a huge waiting list: around 40 000

waterways and the Glenelg area. It was always accepted fyeople are waiting for public housing. When the honourable

both sides of politics that you cannot get private sectofmember’'s Party was in Government the waiting list was
investment unless you provide public infrastructure. Jubilegigher. From memory, it was over 42 000. It has dropped

Point fell over because no-one provided any public infrastrucynder the Liberal Government. The honourable member

ture money and it was left to the private developers. We aghould stop playing perception politics.

a Government took the initiative, provided some public  The honourable member talks about the benefits to the

infrastructure money and it went ahead. poor in our community when they were in power and how it
The member for Napier referred to Wilpena Pound. Of thes not the same now. It was the Liberal Government—and |

investment in Wilpena—I think there is some $6 million in was the Minister—that got The Parks redevelopment under
total being spent up there—about $2.5 million of privateway. Politically we could say, ‘We needn’t have done
money is being provided through the ANZ Bank at the riskanything at The Parks’, but we took another point of view:
of the Flinders Rangers Tourist Service. This is the Rasheeaflat The Parks was an area that needed redevelopment. This
family putting up their money. Once again, this is an examplesovernment got that project under way, and in the future the
of the private sector coming in when the Government iseople will benefit.

prepared to provide infrastructure. The honourable member

referred to the total cost of the project at Glenelg. She said Mr CONDOUS (Colton): This evening | will speak on

that the Government is spending $7 million upgrading thea matter of great importance to my electorate, that is, the

harbor, $17 million on the Glenelg waste water treatmentlean-up of the Torrens River catchment, and particularly

plant, and $10 million on the offshore boat facility. In other address the problems in Breakout Creek. Last week a

words, $34 million is being spent out of the $85 million. The newsletter was distributed throughout my electorate. It had

She also referred to other examples such as Wilpena, Wirrir]
and the wine centre. Further, she said:

I will not discuss the possible environmental problems associate
with Glenelg.
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no address, no telephone number and no signature to indicaegarding what they want. All those concerns will be
who the author was, and in my opinion it was one of theaddressed before anything concrete is considered.

lowest pieces of gutter politics that | have ever seen in my Some four weeks ago | was in Sydney with Mr lan
life. | believe that it was deliberately written to support anKiernan AO, the Chairman of Clean-Up Australia. Not only
issue for a particular candidate at the next election. | havbave | invited him to visit my electorate but to come with me
spoken to the author of that letter, and from now on | hope hen a tour travelling from Gumeracha to Sixth Creek to First
will work closely with me to try to achieve what is best for Creek upstream, along the Torrens River through the City of
the electorate. Adelaide, through Hindmarsh, Thebarton, Lockleys and

| believe that we can achieve absolutely nothing byHenIey South. | want to review with _himthe concept that has
confrontation. However, if the community and | as its localb@en put forward and also ask him to make suggestions
member work together we can achieve an enormous resulggarding other alternatives. | will also ask him to comment
This is how the project involving the clean-up of the Patawa®n the concept plan. As the local member | would like the
longa was so successful, because | simply listened ar@tire clean-up of the Torrens River to be known as the
delivered. What | wish to make very clear is that the propose&l€an-up 2001 Westpac Community Project, giving an
clean-up of the entire Torrens River catchment has peefiustralian environmental focus on my electorate, with an
driven by the Minister for Environment and Natural Re-acknowledgment from the Federal Government of the
sources. | intend to listen to all the comments of my constitusignificance of the plan and attracting Federal moneys for the
ents in the electorate and to put them very clearly to théléan-up. ) )
Minister and to the Parliament. | have given my electorate an | €mphasise again that at this stage the draft concept plan
undertaking that | will not support any program unless itfor Breakout Creek is only a draft. The draft plan is available

gives an ironclad guarantee, supported by scientific anfPr Public comment until 20 June, but I have now asked the

flooding in any area of the electorate. that we will go back to the drawing board and provide
| pride myself on being a politician who listens to Whatthealternat_lves and aIIov_v a greater consultation period with
people in the community to allow them to say what they want

electorate is saying. ! work strongly on b.e half of my COnStItu'ar{d not what someone believes they ought to be getting. | will
ents and express their concerns. One thing that the board mtgse forwarding the 150 letters from my constituents to the

:ﬁ:{'fﬁe's (tjga:,gtcﬁggfttggrgfepﬁﬂﬁéngcﬁ;ei?]tlr?qg Z?g;te;?;? oard and to the Minister. The Government has ensured that
y pL peop y The Torrens Catchment Management Board must go through

have a concern, we must go back to the community consulta- . S
tion process, and the Minister's responsibility is to tell them% process of community consultation in its charter. The board

X . is acting responsibly by recognising the need to implement
m\ljgltvl: ;%m%egln : r%‘égnr?ncireeng?npogggth:gh;m%t]}gest:;%lﬂshe world’s best practice in managing water catchments.
but supplying a rgnge of aIternatgles sgthgt the communit I will not accept any recommendations unless they contain
can select what they believe will be in their best interests anéubstantlated and calculated evidence that no problems will

‘ . . . e caused in the future and, most importantly, ironclad
what they believe they will be able to live with. A program uarantees on flood prevention. The letter was scurrilous in

should be implemented to beautify Breakout Creek makin hat much of the content was absolute lies. It said that there

it a wonderful place not only for both interstate and overseag o'\ mosquitoes in that area. | doorknocked all day

tourls.,ts_but more |mporta_ntly for the pgople living in the area‘Sunday and everyone to whom | spoke told me that there are
Itis important to realise that the time has come to stoillions of mosquitoes at Breakout Creek. What the board
abusing the Torrens River. We have a responsibility tqyants to do is act responsibly in eliminating those mosqui-
ourselves, our children and to future generations to all workges. Bugs such as backswimmers, tadpoles and frogs will not
together as a community to achieve a result that stops thgist in pure filth, and something must be done about our
ongoing environmental abuse of our riverway, a riverwayyaterway.
which extrudes some 800 tonnes of suspended solids, The author of the letter in question said that the problem
80 tonnes of nitrogen and 4%2 tonnes of phosphorous onto oy upstream: no-one will deny that. What is happening
beaches and into Gulf St Vincent annually, destroying thgypstream is that currently the board is working with officers
seagrasses and the breeding grounds of our marine life. I §ayolved with the Mount Lofty Ranges catchment program,
not think that one constituent in my electorate would deny andcare groups and rural landowners in developing land
that we have to face this reality. We need to be able to givghanagement programs for their properties which includes the
the children of the future a clean environment fromremoval of stock from waterways and revegetation of the
Gumeracha to Henley South. The mess is evident not onlyyes.
upstream but also in the City of Adelaide where a complete The Department for the Environment and Natural
silt-up of the Torrens River has occurred. Itis a disgrace thakesources, through the board, has already removed more than
people coming into this city have to look at the mess existing; 000 exotic trees, such as willows and ash, that destabilise
today. the river system and discourage the growth of native plant
What | am asking in my electorate is that we support eacland animal life. The tree removal will continue until all the
other and continue to negotiate with the Government to bringxotics are removed from the river system. Following the
about the best result and to be environmentally responsibleemoval of these exotic trees, the Australian Conservation
I will continue to communicate with the electorate very Foundation and Trees for Life have assisted in a native
strongly on this issue. | reiterate that it is only a draft conceptevegetation of all these areas. All these groups are acting
that is out for comment: it is not a concrete proposal. It is notesponsibly for the future of all South Australians, especially
a proposal that people are being told will be implemented; ithildren.
is an idea on which they are asked to comment. The 150 As a community, if we want to be responsible, there is
letters | have received have given me a very clear concepinly one way of returning the Torrens River to its pristine
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condition, and that is by working together, and that is whafrom the likes of ETSA and other publicly owned corpora-
we should be doing, not putting out letters of fear that do notions.
tell the truth simply to scare people, many of them elderly, Let me touch briefly on the cynical exercise that the
in the community. That is gutter politics—absolute garbage—Government has put in place in the past few days with its
and that is where it deserves to be: in the gutter, down thphoney election campaign. | admit that | am yet to see the
drain. promotion, although | have watched a bit of television this
week, but | am told by others and | understand from what |
Mr FOLEY (Hart): It is always pleasing to hear a saw on the news on Sunday evening that it is the first salvo
member talk with great passion about his or her electorat&f Premier John Olsen. He claims that we have got the State
and | acknowledge the member for Colton’s passion concermmoving and that the State is open to massive inflows of
ing the Torrens River in his electorate. One of the things thagrivate investment. ‘Action John' has got the State moving.
is of growing annoyance to me is that | am sick and tired olwhat does ‘Action John’ hold up as these great symbols of
hearing about the desire and need to clean up the Patawalongassive private investment flowing into South Australia
and the Torrens River when the State’s great river, the Potnder this clever and dynamic Liberal Government?
River, forms the border of my electorate. We never hear He is pictured standing in front of the Adelaide Airport.
anything from Government about programs or endeavours tQs important and necessary as that is, let us remember one
clean up the main waterway in our city of Adelaide, thatpoint: it is funded by the taxpayer. It is a taxpayer develop-
being the Port River. For many years it has been treated byent. It is not some massive private sector infusion of capital:
Governments of all persuasions as an industrial river, as an is public money. Let us look at the Patawalonga. As
industrial sewer, as a backwater, but the Port River systefimportant and necessary as that redevelopment s, it has been
with its various reaches and mangroves, its enormousubstantially underwritten by the taxpayer. It is not the
biodiversity, is a very important— massive inflow of private investment that the Premier, or
Mr Condous: All our waterways are important. ‘Action John’, would like us to believe. Let us look at the
Mr FOLEY: The member for Colton is right because all Mount Lofty development. Again, as important, appropriate
our waterways are important. | ask the House to indulge mand necessary as that development is, it is taxpayer funded.
on this issue because, while | accept that the Torrens River The point | make is that, while these developments are to
and the Patawalonga are high profile waterways that medse applauded—and | acknowledge the Government's work
much to many people, we should not forget about the Porin pulling these things together—the measure of a State’s
It is time that Governments realised that Port Adelaideeconomic strength is not how much pump priming or how
deserves the same attention and the same commitmentiquch taxpayer-funded development can be put in place:
cleaning up its waterways as are given to the Patawalongather, it is measured by the attractiveness of the economy

and the Torrens. and the State to private capital.
Mr Brindal: Some valuable real estate investments are Mr Condous interjecting:

being made down there at present. Mr FOLEY: The point is that private capital is not
Mr Condous: It's a sleeping giant. coming into this State, and the member for Colton as a former

Mr FOLEY: Exactly, the waterfront of the Port Riveris Lord Mayor of Adelaide and somebody with business
a sleeping giant. Were we in any other city, instead ofnterests knows full well what | am saying. The CBD of
building homes near the foreshore we would be building themdelaide is not flowing with private investment. The
along the river, but at present the river is not an inviting placdoreshore of our State is not being developed by a massive
for real estate redevelopment to occur. It is only 20 minutenfusion of private investment: it is reliant upon significant
from the city and obviously a very important place. For thetaxpayer-funded development. Be it Wirrina or any other
ecosystem of the Port River, | urge the Government to putlevelopment, there is barely a development under way at the
that river on its agenda and not talk only about the Torrensnoment that does not require substantial infusion or under-
River or the Patawalonga. pinning of taxpayer money. There is no better monolith to

Last night | gave a very measured and detailed responghis Government’s reliance on the pump priming of this
to the budget in my capacity as shadow Treasurer, but toniglgconomy than the soon to be constructed development on
I would like to be a little more pointed in looking at a couple North Terrace which is commonly known as the EDS
of key issues. For some time the Premier and Treasurer habeilding. It is widely acknowledged privately within the
talked about this being a Government that does not increasgovernment that it is a lemon that will cost us $40 million.
taxes. As we well know, by any decent assessment the Mr Brindal interjecting:
phoney budget surplus is a structural deficit. The only way Mr FOLEY: The member for Unley asks how much the
those numbers look good is through a significant increasklyer-Remm and ASER projects cost the State. That is my
over the years in key taxation areas. argument exactly. Those mistakes were made and the Labor

Pokies tax has increased year after year. We have seerParty has taken that responsibility fair and square on the chin.
massive increase in fines attributed to speed cameras, and Adiat is why—
in any small measure have we seen the long arm of the Mr Brindal: Are you apologising?
Treasurer reach into the pockets of ETSA, SA Water, Ports MrFOLEY: Absolutely. The former Labor Government
Corporation and other publicly owned entities to reap taxesade errors of judgment for which it has paid dearly. Thatis
to prop up the Government'’s budget. For once, let us put awhy there are only 11 of us on this side of the House, but that
end to the lie that this is a budget of surplus, a budget of ndoes not excuse this Government for repeating those mistakes
tax increase and a budget of fiscal responsibility. It is nonend simply squandering tens of millions of dollars of
of that. It is a poor budget, a budget with a structural deficitaxpayers’ money on disgraceful exercises such as the
and a budget like those over recent years which have reliddDS/Hansen Yuncken deal on North Terrace.
on significant taxation revenue as well as one-off contribu- However, | have spoken at length about that. The point |
tions from asset sales together with quite irresponsible takesn trying to make is that our economy is in a fragile state,
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and it is as important as the airport, the Patawalonga and ttgovernment money, in sums that we cannot even compre-
Mount Lofty development. It is as important as all thosehend, that he had the audacity—

developments to our State, and the Government is to be Mr FOLEY: | rise on a point of order, Mr Deputy
applauded for pulling off those deals. We desperately neeBpeaker. | draw your attention to the inappropriateness of the
private capital to come into this State under its own free willhonourable member’s reflecting on another member of
to inject real life, real confidence and a real dynamic focug?arliament.

into our State. It is simply not happening. After 3%z years of The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of
lacklustre, incompetent, divided and quite inept governmengrder. The honourable member was generalising. He said the
we are yet to see the economy recover. The Government withember for Hart's former Government. | do not think there
blame the bank and SGIC. It will do much to recast the pastis any dispute about that.

that is the obvious tactic that it will use. However, members Mr BRINDAL: | would never suggest that the member
opposite cannot run away from the fact that, after 3%z yearsor Hart personally lost it. He was far too busy advising
they are still fighting amongst themselves. They have dividedthers how to lose it. With regard to the Motorola Corpora-
themselves and the State, and they have offered no lead¢ien, again the member for Hart will probably bleat that the
ship. Members opposite have a bankrupt Government th&overnment provided some inducement. Unfortunately,

does not deserve to succeed. while we have a business culture in South Australia that has
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable State Government competing against State Government to
member’s time has expired. encourage business to come in, there is not much choice.

Nevertheless, those inducements are built largely on contribu-

Mr BRINDAL (Unley): Itis always a great pleasure to tions from private enterprise.
follow the Leader in waiting on the Opposition benches. His | turn now to the subject of council amalgamations. Before
arguments are so transparent they are always easy to demtfle member for Colton leaves, | indicate that | was so
ish. Let us start with the Premier’s rightful communicationimpressed with his speech that, had I not been such a good
with South Australia in respect of the state of the economyocal member representing myself, | could choose no-one
and the budget. Yes, he was photographed at Adelaideetter than he to be my local member. | wish | had a local
Airport, at Mount Lofty and in front of some developments member half as good as the member for Colton is at sticking
in which the State has a substantial financial interest. | ask allp for his electorate on a number of issues.
members opposite, had we outsourced the Mount Lofty |wantto address briefly the subject of council amalgama-
Summit and allowed somebody to build privately in what istions. | note the Mayor of Unley today in ti&astern Courier
part of the State’s national park— Messengeis again out for my blood. He basically said that,

Mr Foley: Why not? if there is any a_malgamation.,.he will come for me in a big

Mr BRINDAL: The member for Hart asks, ‘Why not?” Way- | am quaking. | am terrified at this threat, because he
He is an economic pragmatist. Members opposite would havgasically says that, if there is any change at all to Unley, it
run to the Conservation Council and bleated about selling ouill b€ all my fault. I am a bit nonplussed, because local
national parks, about the encroachment of private enterpri¢Pvernment—and most members will identify with this—is
and about selling the State’s heritage, and the same thirff§€n O seeing itself at a level whereby the local member
would have applied in respect of the airport. While the airpord©€S not count for much and it taps straight into Premiers,
is under the Airports Corporation, there is no choice: theyMinisters, Deputy Premiers and Treasurers. They rush off to
will be largely Government sponsored projects. However, th@@Ve audiences with them with great alacrity. When they are
Premier—and this is what puts the lie to the member fof'0t cOmpetent to debate or to get what they want from a
Hart's argument—could have stood in front of Westfield atMinister, a Premier or the Government, they come running
Marion. The sum of $500 million was involved in that, and Pack to the local member, saying, ‘Fix it for us; this is what
not one brass razoo was contributed by the Government §f& need.” They cannot have it both ways.
South Australia. The Premier could have stood in front of _!f they are this competent level of government, capable of
Westfield at Tea Tree Plaza, which involved $40 million,d€aling with the Executive Government which is answerable
with not one brass razoo being invested by the people df this House, then let them sort out their amalgamation
South Australia. The Premier could have stood in front offroblems. If they are not and they need my help, they know
Sola Optical or the Westpac Bank Centre. my telephone number (and, in case they do not, it is 8373

. ; 4846)—all they have to do is ring me, ask for my help, and
Mr Foley: You know what we paid for that. | will help them on the problem of amalgamations. What |

Mr BRINDAL: There may have been some incentive. As, . : L ;
the Premiers of Victoria, New South Wales and Queenslar?ﬂ'iustr;?(teio is take responsibility or the blame for their own

girg ‘r’]vgtntg) df%,rtgeorgorr]g)égvesllg}gvg bt?sanl ?Sn g:]coetﬂg\;ec’:gé vive I do not favour any amalgamation which disadvantages
pay 100S. P e, either as a ratepayer or any of my electors who are

question, as is the redevelopment of the Konicca Centre. We, o, rently ratepayers of the City of Unley. For that reason,
did not hear about th’at, but the mves'Fment was $500 000. | remain to be convinced that any suggested amalgamation
Mr Foley: I haven't even heard of it between Mitcham and Unley is a good thing. | have discussed
Mr BRINDAL: The member for Hart says he hasn't with my colleague the member for Davenport reasons why
heard of it, but that is because he only wants to hear about thge City of Mitcham does not see itself as being able to divide
bad news. the Mitcham hills from the Mitcham plains. Its reasons for
Mr Foley interjecting: not being able to divide them in what | see as a logical
Mr BRINDAL: | must tell the member for Hart that my fashion represents the problem for Unley, and | can see no
mortgage is less than half $500 000. If Konicca wants to giveeal benefit to my ratepayers in such an amalgamation.
me that money, | will be most grateful. In the past eight orTherefore, unless | can be convinced otherwise, | will oppose
nine years, the member for Hart has been so busy losinguch an amalgamation. However—
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Mr Condous: Itis only because Keenan and Green wantincentives to further stimulate growth. In addition, | highlight
to monopolise the show. that the program is on track to extinguish the $4 billion

Mr BRINDAL: That may well be for the member for superannuation black hole. There is also a strong surplus on
Colton and others to decide. | do not want to so sour myhe current account of $463 million—certainly, as the
relationship with local government by suggesting impropeireasurer indicated, sufficient to meet all social capital costs
motives, but many other people certainly have. There ardpr 1997-98—and more moneys have been committed to
however, other avenues which | believe should be investigaservice delivery with real terms outlay increases of
ed, and one of them is the current brief given to the City 0546 million for education, $16 million for health and
Adelaide Boundary Review Group, which has among itsb10 million for police.

terms of reference the boundary of the City of Adelaide. Thisis undoubtedly a responsible budget which consoli-
When the member for Colton was Lord Mayor, a report wagjates the hard work that the Treasurer and Cabinet have
prepared which basically said that the city should extend t@elivered over the past 3% years. The budget very strongly
Cross Road in the south, further out to the east and further owbmains on the course set by the Government in its original
to the west—a largely expanded city. May 1994 Financial Statement. Three years ago, interest costs

I do not propose that, because that is the business of thgere consuming nearly 29 per cent of our own source of
member for NOI’WOOd; and, in the case of WalkerVIIIe, itis revenue; whereas in the Coming year this will be down to

the business of the member for Adelaide. However, in respegoser to 19 per cent. This means that more revenue is

of Unley, | can see great benefits in extending the boundariegailable for the services which are indicated in the budget
of the city southwards to Cross Road, and so looking at afhis year. The fourth State budget of this Liberal Government
amalgamation between the City of Unley and the City ofcertainly builds on the performance of last year's budget, and

Adelaide. | know of a house in Frederick Street in Unleythe key economic indicators for South Australia are all
where, based on the current rental value—and the member feoving strongly in the right direction.

Colton will know that the rating system in the City of
Ac:]elalde IS dlflf.erent fromlthe rating systﬁm In nearlyde\lle:ijOuth Australian economy is now only slightly behind the
other metropolitan council area—using the current Adelai . ; T -

rating system, including the rebate given to North AdeIaide?;\a/mcmaI economy. Investment s up significantly—arguably

residents as we speak. the rate ble in the Citv of Unle/e" 43 per cent—with significant new capital investments
speax, S payable e tity of eag, business in the past six months which are substantially

fobr modeit gwellmgs would drop by $200 a house, which ISnigher than the national figure of around 16 per cent

about a third. '

I know of few ratepayers in the City of Unley who, if they Eénw[\)/ggrr]n (;rgn%rosw ;ergérfp Sp,\gﬁrrclgtiglrjlglrtgerz)\?/ftr:h:nEj/ee?(:olcf’rts
could be guaranteed the same, if not a better, level of servi%Se sighificanfly—three times more than th'e national
attwo-thirds of the cost, would not opt fOI" it. That isju§t ON€jncrease. As the Government has said on many occasions, we
argumbelnt.hThf_e Worll<sb [l)_epot .Of At\he C:Fy of dAdeIaldfeF must get the fundamentals right in the main areas of stabilis-
?rgua y the mestr,] erlleve_, mh ustra !ﬁ‘ and one g tN€ng debt, being competitive with State taxes and providing
inest in the southern hemisphere—will cope WIth SIX|q infrastructure costs. In 1996-97 the figures to which |
councils the size of the City of Adelaide. So, it is ur'der'have referred reflect the increased confidence and certainty
Pah our State, and this is reflected by the increase in investment

sitt_ing adjacent to King William Road, which would then be and the support and recognition of this by the residents of the
a fine asset for the people of Unley. State at large

Mr ANDREW (Chaffey): | commend and applaud the | commend the Government for its outlays in health and
Government on its 1997-98 budget, delivered last Thursdagducation. The Treasurer in his budget speech said that 20
It is a balanced budget. There are no new taxes. There isRgr cent of total outlays were on health when he first became
real increase in expenditure on health, education, police antreéasurer and 18 per cent on education. In this budget they

capital works programs, and there is no doubt that it is goolave been increased to 23 per cent on health and 20 per cent
news for South Australia and in particu]ar_ on Education, with $40 million more going into hOSpitalS
Mr Condous: Record exports_ alone and an extra $72 million into the education budget This
Mr ANDREW: Record exports, as the member for Coltonis a significant improvement on the level of essential services
rightly interjects, and good news for the economy of thel© the people of South Australia, and the efficiency gains
Riverland and the residents in my electorate of Chaffey. Thi§cross the public sector have undoubtedly been a major factor
will be the first budget in many years where State expenditurt? more funds being available for the appropriate sectors.
does not exceed income, and | am pleased that this commit- | want to mention how this budget will impact very
ment made by the State Government 3%z years ago has ngasitively on the Riverland, in my electorate of Chaffey,
been met. The debt reduction strategy has been successfutectognising of course that these plans have been in place over
reducing the total daily interest bill from around $3 million the past 3% years and have not been dreamt up just over the
a day back to in the order of $1.6 million a day. past 12 months. There has been a 22 per cent lift in capital
The State debt which the Government inherited has beemorks, as | mentioned, of $1.291 billion. The most significant
reduced from nearly $9 billion to about $7.5 billion, and theand visible examples that are either currently under construc-
reduced interest bill has allowed the Government to lifttion or will commence this year include the water filtration
expenditure in crucial areas. The capital works program oplants, which will commence in the Riverland this year. The
$1.291 billion is up 22 per cent in real terms, and | amtotal project for the State is worth $110 million. So for the
particularly pleased that this is planned to support 21 50€ive plants—three of which will commence this financial year
jobs, while at the same time creating essential social andt Wakerie, Barmera and Berri—it will be in the order of
economic infrastructure. Added to this is the $145 million$50 million. The other two, for Renmark and Loxton, will be
priority package, with a number of one-off non-capitalbuilt the following financial year—a worthy delivery of

With a rise in gross State product of 2.8 per cent, the
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quality, clean water that for many years was held back frontampaigns. This assertion was completely false, because
the Riverland area by the previous Labor Government.  there were many initiatives in each Labor budget and a lot of

With the upgrade of the Cadell Training Centre, a furthermoney was put into Price and other Labor-held western
$840 000 will go into Cadell this year, following the suburbs seats to help redress the many problems that existed
$760 000 last year to enhance and maintain a secure futuiethese areas. This situation has changed dramatically since
for the Cadell Training Centre for the western end of thethis Liberal Government has been in office during the past 3%
Riverland region. A further $7 million is being spent on theyears. The current budget is the fourth Liberal budget to be
Morgan to Renmark road through the Burra to Morganpresented to this Parliament since then, and each one has
region, building on the significant expenditure of nearly thaforogressively cut back on capital works in the electorate of
order in the past 12 months in respect of this $17 millionPrice—so much so that this 1997-98 budget sees almost no
project. capital works expenditure in Price.

I hardly need mention the Berri Bridge, which will be  In the entire 66 pages of the capital works programs only
completed three months ahead of schedule. This forms paito capital works are specific to Price. One is the Woodville
of the continuing improvement in major road transport routeHigh School redevelopment. That is the one remaining high
and networks that links the Riverland with other regions andchool in Price after the other two have been closed by this
the nation at large, and it builds on the work of the Federatovernment. Two years ago there were three; now there is
Government, which the State Government supports, idne left. This school is badly in need of an upgrade, and this
relation to the Sturt Highway upgrade. A further $8 million budget has allocated the magnificent sum of $300 000 to
will be spent on Adelaide Airport this year, further enhancingupgrade this school. The school really needs to be demolished
export opportunities for Riverland primary producers,and rebuilt. A total of $3 million has been allocated for the
reducing their costs and improving the quality of the productvhole program, but only $300 000 for this year.

in terms of its delivery to the end market in Asia. The other budget line relates to The Parks urban renewal
~As to education, in South Australia we spend more out Obroject which was announced by this Government back in
this budget per capita per student than any other State in ti94 and which has been re-announced several times. It is
nation. | welcome the cqn'tlnued computer subsidy prograngy;| subject to Cabinet approval, and no monetary budget
to the level of $60 million over the next four years. yjocation has been made for this project, which will extend
DECSTech 2001 is a great strategy; it has received gyer apout 15 years. The Government has announced this
tremendous response and is being readily and keenly takgiyough a succession of Ministers: first it was announced
up by Riverland schools. In education there will be extranrough the member for Morphett when he was Minister for
funding—up by a third—for students with learning difficul- poysing and Urban Development; then it was taken over by
yes. In the Rlver!and already high schools are getting into th?ne member for Wright; and now the Treasurer has responsi-
Ready, Set, Go’ program, and | am pleased that DECS wilkjjity for the housing portfolio. But still this major project has
support the program with a further $3.7 million in this year's ot heen approved by Cabinet. All that has happened is that
budget. I reinforce the fact that this is part of the totalj; has heen around for a long time—more than three years
increase in health expenditure in the Riverland. The oy _and caused all sorts of problems in the community
$6.1 million that goes into the rural enhancement package ijih people fearing that they will be evicted from their homes
keenly appreciated in the Riverland and will help to maintain,ng shifted around. People who have lived in The Parks area
additional doctor services, particularly in obstetrics andg, 35 or 40 years, who have got to know their neighbours
paediatrics. This is part of the extra $10 million allocation toznq who like living in the area are fearful that they will be

country health services. _ _evicted or shifted to another area.
Over and above this, the horticulture arena, which is The Hon. S.J. Baker interjecting:

rapidly expanding, with significant new horticulture and . . .
irigation development in the Riverland, is also being = MrDeLAINE: Yes;itis avery exciting project, but the
enhanced by a further $2 million allocation to the new CentrayVh0le thing has been done in a very haphazard way. The
Irrigation Trust which will commence on 1 July this year andProjéct was announced with obviously no thought putinto the
which will build on the significant contribution—about IMplications and fine details. Naturally, when a project is
$10 million—that this Government has already provided for2nounced without any of those details, people are fearful.
the rehabilitation of the Government irrigation areas. Thé/lany public meetings have been held in the electorate, and
National Wine Centre will enhance the Riverland as a leadin§€CP!€ fear that they will be moved out of their homes and
development area. The region produces 30 per cent ifted into other areas. That has already happened in some
Australia’s wine grapes and 60 per cent of Australian export<£@ses, and people are fearful.
With tourism numbers to the Riverland increasing, based The thing that worries me is that, in The Parks area at the
partly on wine expansion, the Riverland will further capitalisemoment, 57 per cent of housing tenants are public tenants, the
on this growth. The upgrade of the Glossop High School agther 43 per cent being private tenants or owner occupiers.
a cost of more than $5.3 million will happen. All this Under the policy that this Government has espoused, this
enhances the very strong budget support for my electoraercentage of public tenants will be reduced from 57 per cent
this financial year. to 25 per cent. On several occasions | asked how this would
be achieved. | had a briefing with Pioneer Homes and
Mr De LAINE (Price): This evening | refer to the budget Housing Trust people only a few months ago, and once again
in terms of the capital works program and what is in it for my| asked how this 25 per cent public tenant component would
electorate of Price. Over the years my political opponentbe achieved if more than 25 per cent wished to stay in their
would argue that, because Price was a safe Labor seat, themes—and | am absolutely sure that people will want to
electorate and its people were ignored by successive Labstay in the area. After dodging the question for some time,
Governments. This argument was used particularly by mginally the answer was, ‘Well, we have powers of eviction.’
Liberal opponents during the 1989 and 1993 electiorThis is what | am afraid of, and | certainly will not remain
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silent if people are forcibly evicted from their homes to absolutely outrageous decision. That school closed at the end
achieve the 25 per cent of 1995.
The Hon. S.J. Baker:It's a very sensitive issue. The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
Mr De LAINE: Yes, it is a very sensitive issue, as the member’s time has expired.
Treasurer says. It was announced that work would start on 1
January 1995, then it was extended to 1 July 1995, likewise Mr VENNING (Custance): | want to raise two issues:
1996, and now here it is 1997-98 and the project has still ngene positive and one not so positive. First, | raise a good
been approved by Cabinet. | wish this Government would getews story. It is a delight to represent an area that is perform-
its act together. | applaud the Government in principlejng as well as the Barossa and its regions. The previous
because it is a very exciting project, which will upgrade anGovernment chose to ignore this region to its great peril. It
area that badly needs upgrading. However, it is a vergpent nothing in the area; it gave it no priority. This Govern-
sensitive area, as the Treasurer says, and people need torbent has been spending money in the Barossa, and the
treated with respect. People have lived in homes and dorf@arossa is returning those favours tenfold. Tonight | want to
extensive improvements over the years, and they have mai§late to the House a very good news story. Last weekend |
memories there. Perhaps their partner has died, and thauas part of a team effort to bring 20 car and trailer loads of
children have grown up, moved out and got married. Peoplbistoric horse carriages from Echuca to Old Anlaby north of
want to know what will happen. They live next to neighboursKapunda.
whom they know, they know the area and they feel familiar Lastyear Old Anlaby, a historic home formerly owned by
there; they are too old to shift and they have these memorigbe Dutton family, was sold and bought by Mr Hans Albers
and infrastructure in their homes that they do not want tand his wife Gillian. History reveals that Mr Albers was a
lose. That is understandable. This has not been thoughery successful tourism operator at Echuca, Victoria. Mr
through, so it is not known how they will be compensated forAlbers decided to sell his interests in Victoria, move to South
the improvements which they have done themselves ovékustralia and set up at Old Anlaby. This is a magnificent
many years. story. Victoria's loss: South Australia’s gain. Mr Albers has
Only five other areas in this capital works budget pertairindisputably the best carriage collection in the southern
to Price in any way, and we will get only a small share ofhemisphere if not the world. Most South Australians would
quite small amounts. The first is the continuation of thenot be aware of the extent of this magnificent private
successful back-to-school program, with an allocation ofollection.
$12.5 million towards maintenance and minor works in  Mr Albers brought to South Australia 14 carriages by
schools. There is no doubt that some of the schools in mhimself, but | could see a problem with Mr Albers having to
electorate will get a small portion of this—I certainly hope travel all those kilometres bringing one carriage at a time. We
so—but it will not be very much. The next item is the organised a team effort whereby people in the community
continuation of the DECSTech 2001 information technologytook their own cars and hired trailers—20 cars and 20
plan, which is great. It is a further allocation of $15 million trailers—to travel to Echuca to collect the extra 30 carriages
during this coming financial year to ensure that computers arend bring them back to South Australia. The task was
made available for children in schools. Once again, hopefullydifficult but it was made much easier by a grant of $5 000
Price schools will get some of this money, but it certainly will from the Minister for Tourism, which amount paid for the
not be very much. accommodation of the volunteer drivers and only some of the
The capital works program also includes the constructiofiuel.
of 75 new dwellings. As my colleague the member for Napier | have not been involved with such a good news story in
and shadow Minister for Housing said, the construction of 7% long time. | met the drivers at Eudunda as they returned
new dwellings is a fairly poor performance. When wefrom Victoria. To see these magnificent carriages coming
remember that about 40 000 families are on the waiting listrom Victoria to South Australia gave me a tremendous flip.
for Housing Trust homes, 75 is absolute peanuts and pald@$e carriages travelled down and fully filled the main street
into insignificance when compared with the Labor Govern-of Kapunda. It was a magnificent sight and | want to con-
ment’s building up to 1 000 homes in each financial year. gratulate and thank Hans and Gill Albers for coming to South
An estimated $11.3 million has been allocated for majorAustralia. Most members would be aware of the name ‘Old
ongoing redevelopment programs for ageing housing stocknlaby’, but itis now owned by a person who appreciates the
and that involves six areas in the State, one of which is Thproperty and who has the private collection to make Anlaby
Parks in my electorate. The redevelopment programs includgouth Australia’s tourist jewel.
two country areas, Port Lincoln and Port Pirie, so that figure | have been to Martindale Hall, and we know what
of $11.3 million is for work covering the whole State. | do Martindale Hall means to South Australia. | want to tell the
not think that The Parks area in my electorate will see mucliouse that | believe that Old Anlaby more than compares
of that money. Capital grants totalling $24.2 million havewith Martindale Hall. Martindale Hall is in my electorate, so
been allocated to the South Australian Cooperative Housingmust be careful making such comments. The Albers brought
Association. That figure covers 300 items, including thewith them their own furniture and their own expertise, as well
upgrade of 150 former South Australian Housing Trustas this magnificent carriage collection, which fits the mews
houses which are included in the housing cooperative plamt Old Anlaby to a T. When one sees Mr Albers’ carriages,
That is a help but it means only 375 new homes with avhen all the horse harnesses are in place on the pegs, one
waiting list of over 40 000 people, and that is not a very goodvould think the Anlaby harness room and mews were made
performance. for the collection. | was tickled pink to think that Mr Albers
As | outlined, the Government is not intending to under-had chosen to leave Echuca, which undoubtedly is a tourism
take much in the way of capital works in my electorate ofhub of Victoria, and come to Kapunda in South Australia,
Price. We have seen cuts in recent times such as the closut@man country, to set up this magnificent collection in the
of the Port Adelaide Girls High School, which was anbush north of Kapunda.
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Itis a fantastic story. Mr Albers needs to be congratulatediooked to change the police station from a two to a one person
He is certainly taking a gamble. | will make sure that that riskarrangement. But the real problem is that the Riverton
is minimised, and | want to make sure that every member offospital has been unable to attract doctors. | have had
this House knows just what a fantastic jewel this State novdiscussions this evening and am sure that we have turned the
has. For many years Anlaby was owned by the Duttons, thecorner in relation to breaking down a few barriers and helping
the Shannon family until it was sold. The reason why Anlabythe hospital attract a new doctor. | feel for the community of
is so valuable is that in the 1940s and 1950s it was neveRiverton, because it has certainly copped it. The Government
upgraded. It was left in its original condition. Admittedly, it did not do this deliberately, but | am very concerned about
ran down into a very dilapidated state but it was never ruineevhat has happened. | understand the impact it has had and
by our modernisers and architects. It was left as it was and why these people feel so tender about it. Meetings are being
gradually decayed. held tomorrow, and the member for Frome and | will do all

When one visits Anlaby today to see what the Albers haveve can to reverse some of these things so that the people of
done in four or five months, one sees an absolutely magnifthe Riverton community have some future. This Government
cent homestead and a magnificent asset for the Stats. not targeting them. They have been jolly unlucky to be
Hopefully the Deputy Premier will be our guest in Septembercaught in this situation, and | certainly support them in
I have invited him to be our guest at Old Anlaby just to relation to their concerns.
marvel how lucky South Australia is in this regard. We have
a magnificent asset with magnificent new owners and we in Mr CLARKE (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): Itis
South Australia have much about which to be pleased and pleasure to contribute to a grievance debate such as this
proud. | thank the Minister for Tourism for the grant of where one can exhibit shades of statesmanlike behaviour and
$5 000, which was certainly the catalyst that enabled us to ggontributions.
the last of these carriages to South Australia. | am sure Mr Mr Caudell interjecting:

Albers was running short of enthusiasm at the thought of Mr CLARKE: Already the jackals are at me. | shall
making many trips to Echuca, which is hundreds of kilo-revert to type. | refer to a number of the budget items
metres away, to pick up these carriages. canvassed over the past few days since the budget was

When one sees this collection of genuine Cobb & Cohanded down. | watched with interest the Channel 10 news
coaches and genuine Australian and English coaches in thigport this evening and the expert that the Minister for
country, you just wonder, first, how Mr Albers got these outlnfrastructure called in to try to rescue him from the Bolivar

of England and, secondly, why South Australia is so lucky tcsituation which has caused this city to be enveloped in a foul-
have them. smelling stench. It is almost the same stench one smelt over

Mr Andrew: What about the hearse? the Parliament at the time of the leadership change on 26
Mr VENNING: As the member for Chaffey reminds me, November last year. Anyway, in reverting to my statesman-
| decided to lie down in one of these carriages on Sundaljke approach I note with interest that this expert brought in
afternoon and it happened to be a beautiful historic hearse by the Minister for Infrastructure said in part in his interview
should be very careful because it may come back to haunt méat the problem at Bolivar was probably caused by the loss
but | had my photograph taken lying in this beautiful, black,of experience and expertise when EWS outsourced its work
horse-drawn hearse. | am very pleased, because Anlaby wisUnited Water. | thought that that was particularly interest-
adecaying South Australian historic relic. It will now take its ing.
true place in South Australia’s history. It is an absolute Of course, | heard Mr Geoff Anderson, for United Water,
landmark and the former home of the Duttons. | have invitedind the Minister for Infrastructure discuss the issue to the
the Governor to visit Old Anlaby and | am absolutely effect that it is not just Bolivar that causes the stench over the
overcome when | think about this asset. City of Adelaide but the city itself and the air inversion
| ask all members to visit Old Anlaby at the first oppor- layers. We all have heard about the air inversion layer—hot
tunity, because they will be very surprised when they see thigir and cold air and how the hot air is trapped in, and so on
building and wonder where it has been all these years. Thar{it is particularly prevalent over this House), but the Bureau
goodness a Victorian who fell out with Jeff—and he ownesof Meteorology expert who also was interviewed on Channel
plenty of assets—decided to come to our State. 10 tonight basically said that the Minister's argument was
| wish the Albers all the best in South Australia. | also bollocks, did not stand up to the test of science and that the
wish to congratulate BREDA (Barossa Regional Developstench through Adelaide today was not due to air inversion.
ment Association) and Mr Brian Simcock on their involve- In fact, the weather pattern in Adelaide today was totally
ment, as well as the Government on providing that extravindy and absolutely out of sync. It could have been only
money. Also, | congratulate the District Council of Barossa-Bolivar causing the stench, and not the air inversion and alll
Light and its CEO, Mr Geof Sheridan. the other chemical-type catastrophes to which the Minister
The short negative story | mention this evening involvedor Infrastructure referred. We also heard today the first
the community of Riverton. It has been unlucky enough toadmission by a Liberal Minister for Police as to the true state
cop more than most communities some of the stings of oudf the Police Force in this State.
Government. | want to tell the House, as | have told Ministers Mr Foley: Which Minister was it?
of the Government, that | am very concerned about the Mr CLARKE: The current Minister. We have had so
community of Riverton. First, under the ETSA cutbacks themany Ministers for Police under the Liberal Government in
ETSA depot was closed. Admittedly, we fought the decisiorthe past 3%z years that it is hard to keep pace.
and were able to keep the jobs in the town, but the depot did Mr Foley: Which one is the Minister?
close. Mr CLARKE: The current Minister, the member for
Secondly, it looked as though the SA Water depot wouldBragg, the current Deputy Premier—I think he still is. There
close. By this stage the community was getting pretty upsebas not been a meeting—
Thirdly—and | have spoken to the Minister about this—we  An honourable member interjecting:
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Mr CLARKE: Itisnot3a.m.yet. At3a.m. they usually officers in Mount Gambier, the call is on you: do you support
have leadership coups. It is not quite nine months yet; that igour Treasurer in slagging off the police officers of Mount
when he usually goes. The Minister for Infrastructure, theGambier, and in particular Sergeant Modra, or do you stand
Deputy Premier, has about four months to go before he irmly behind them as persons of integrity who are carrying
toppled by the Treasurer. What it boils down to is this: theout their task?

Minister for Police said today that | was wrong in my  Atthe same time, the Treasurer alluded to Mr Alan Scott
guestion when | said, ‘Despite your recruitment of 100 extran his reply today. Mr Alan Scott is a respected business man
police officers this financial year, that is still 150 short of thewhose only fault is that he is a supporter of John Olsen and
number of police officers that were in place when you tooknot the Treasurer or the former Premier.

office in December 1993." The Minister for Police corrected

me, emphatically saying, ‘You're a nong. It's not 150 we  Mr BASS (Florey): It is appropriate that | speak about the
have got rid of; it's 185 or 190." Well, | defer to the Minister Police Force in my contribution tonight. | will speak about
for Police. He knows the figures; he has the departmerffocus 21 and its implementation by the new Commissioner.
behind him. | offer my congratulations to the Commissioner, Malcolm

If the Minister for Police says that the Government hagHyde, on his appointment as Commissioner of the best Police
sacked 190 extra police officers over the last 3% years—andorce in Australia and also to the Deputy Commissioner of
as | say, that is factoring in these extra 100 police officerolice, Neil McKenzie, and the recently appointed Assistant
who will be recruited and who in effect will not be on the Commissioner, John White. There is no doubt that the
beat until some time in the next 12 to 18 months—we findcombination of Mal Hyde as the Commissioner and Neil
that what the Opposition has consistently said for the last 3¥¥IcKenzie as Deputy Commissioner will take the South
years has been totally validated by the Minister. We havéustralian Police Force into the next century and will deliver
nearly 300 sworn police officers fewer today than when théhe service that the South Australian public wants.

Labor Party was in Government in December 1993. | thank | have been asked by several people why there needs to be
the Minister for Police for his frankness and honesty ina change and why Focus 21 needs to be implemented. If

saying, ‘For every dollar we paid as a pay rise to the policenembers consider the Police Force over the past 30 to 40

officers we cut police officers on the beat.’ That is what theyears it is easy to see. | joined the Police Force in 1961, and

Minister for Police said today. it was 1964 when | was first sworn in and began working on

The immediate past Minister for Police, that is, the currenpatrols in the city. On night shift there were six general
Treasurer, would never have been so foolish as to be gmtrols for all the suburbs. In Adelaide there were three
honest as that. The former Minister for Police, the currenpatrols if we were lucky—usually two, but sometimes three.
Treasurer, constantly ducked, dived, weaved and performethere was one supervision car and, if we were lucky, there
every other act of contortion—which would have done thewas a commissioned officer. The CIB had one night shift and
Karma Sutra proud—to dodge that issue, but | thank théhe AIS (Accident Investigation Squad) also had a patrol.
current Minister for Police for his honesty on that point. | alsoThat was all that was on patrol. We were controlled by one
raised this issue with respect to the current Treasurer, whehannel and one operator in the police radio room. At the
was laughing when the current Minister for Police, thetime, CIB personnel worked out of squads in the city, and
Deputy Premier, was giving his answer and dobbed himsethere were small units of CIB officers in some of the outer
in on the Government's policy for the past 3% years ofstations.
cutbacks to the police. When the Treasurer got up to make his As members can see, in the 1950s and 1960s it was a
mea culpawith respect to the Mount Gambier police stationsmall Police Force. In the 1990s, when | was still in the
| did not see the current Minister for Police laughing andpolice environment, in the police union, there were six
rollicking in his chair. No, | saw anguish on his face. It was channels and six operators in the new communications room.
that same look of anguish he had when he shafted th&€here were approximately 12 regions throughout Adelaide,
Treasurer for the deputy leadership in November last yeaeach region providing two to three patrol cars. Therefore, at
When the Treasurer gave hiigea culpaonight he poured a any one time there were 36 patrol cars operating in the
bucket on the Police Force of this State and, more particulametropolitan area. There were police stations throughout the
ly, a giant bucket on the police officers of Mount Gambier. suburbs and in each region, and patrols worked from the

Mr Foley: Or Sergeant Modra. regions. But in modern society we have to look at what the

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | rise on a point of order, Mr public wants. | can tell members that when 90 per cent of the
Deputy Speaker. The reference was to a particular policpublic of South Australia want a police officer they do not go
officer in Mount Gambier, Sergeant Modra; let us get it right.to a police station: they want a police officer to come to them.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: There is no point of order. For example, they have had an accident, they have come

Mr CLARKE: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. home and their house has been broken into, or they have been

An honourable member interjecting: assaulted.

Mr CLARKE: And he continues to do it. He pours a  The police officer who is sitting in the police station at
bucket on the senior police officer of the Mount GambierPayneham, Tea Tree Gully or Elizabeth is not the person who
police station, Sergeant Modra. When the Treasurer said thgbes out and attends to them. That officer, whoever he or she
Sergeant Modra could not be trusted, that he would leaknay be, waits for the public to come into the police station.
details of communications from Group 4 (which ran theDuring the time that | was a member of the Police Force,
prison service in Mount Gambier) to the media, he poured aome of these police stations would not have a visitor from
bucket not only on Sergeant Modra but on the integrity an® p.m. to 9 a.m. The officers were bored with just sitting in
honesty of every police officer in this State. He will have thatthe police station. The action is out in the street. The officers
compliment returned in spades, as the current Minister foon patrol are the ones who are called upon to attend the
Police knows only too well. Mr Deputy Speaker, as theaccidents, the assaults and the break-ins. In today’s modern
member for Gordon, the representative of those fine policeociety we need to have police officers on patrol on the
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streets, where they can service the public's needs. The Mr CAUDELL (Mitchell): | take this opportunity to
Commissioner and the Deputy Commissioner have recogeflect on a number of statements made by the Opposition on
nised this fact. They know that they need to change the wag number of issues in relation to me. The first statement that
in which we deliver the service, and Focus 21 will address want to reflect on was made by the member for Elizabeth.
that. I must have touched a sore point for the honourable member
We will not close police stations, as we hear so muchwhen, on Thursday in this House, | criticised Labor Party
about from the Opposition, but we will review the operationmembers for their hypocrisy over the Public Works Standing
of police stations. For instance, the Plympton and Glenel§committee report on the Wilpena Pound redevelopment. The
Police Stations may well be moved. A new patrol base willmember for Elizabeth and the member for Taylor made
combine all those officers and they will work out of one areastatements later that day, and the member for Elizabeth made
Immediately upon doing that we reduce the infrastructurea further statement today.
We reduce the need to have a supervisor at Glenelg and |n her statement today, the member for Elizabeth said that
Plympton, only one being required. Therefore, by re-engishe had neither abstained nor had not read the draft release
neering the way in which we deliver the service we free upor the draft report and that that was a completely false
officers, who can therefore be on the street servicing thenisrepresentation by me. | do not think that it is proper that
public. This is what Commissioner Hyde and Deputy| should release the minutes of the Public Works Committee,
Commissioner McKenzie are doing in connection with Focusut let it be said that members of the Public Works Standing
21 Committee know the correct situation in relation to this
Let me say that the addition of 100 police officers ismatter and, at the next meeting of that committee, a copy of
welcome, as is the addition of 25 more public servants. Theéne minutes will be given to the member for Elizabeth so that
other night | heard the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, afteghe can reflect on the statements that she made in the House.

the announcement of Focus 21, bleating on TV that these At no stage in her statement either last Thursday or today
shopfront police stations will be manned by public servantgjig the member for Elizabeth refute the fact that Labor Party
and, if someone goes to a police station, they want to spegkembers requested freedom of information reports on
to a police officer. Let me tell the Deputy Leader of the wjpena Pound and all the documentation. Nor did she refute
Opposition that for the past 25 to 30 years the majority ofne fact that she failed to advise the Public Works Standing

these police stations, whether they be shopfronts or majqtommittee that this had occurred, and | think that her actions
police stations, have been manned predominantly by publigre grossly improper.

servants—public servants who do a great job and who kr!ow The other matter that | want to address concerns state-

. . $nents attributed to the Hon. Terry Cameron in another place.
officers. To say that members of the public would not wang | \qerstand that Mr Cameron s)éid' P

to speak to a public servant when they attend a police station ) ]

is an insult to those people who have provided the people in Mr Hall advised our office—

question with a loyal service for years. and | assume that he meant his office, not just the
We must look not just at the sworn police officers in the Opposition’s—

Police Force .bUt atthe Police '?ePa“”?e”t as awhole;_thatl at he had taken his complaint to Colin Caudell, the member for

the sworn police who have the interaction with the public andyjitchell, who did absolutely nothing.

the public servants who support these people. As a result

f . : . .
the re-engineering of the Police Force, approximately 6§say here—and | will also say it outside the House—that, if

more police officers will be available on the road to answe he Hon. Terry Camerqn made that remark, that is a deliber-
calls from the public. atelybmlslt\sﬁgmg,l np]allc:joushstat&mgnt by the h_gnolurable
The police union has come out in support of what the"€MPer- en | heard what Mr Cameron said, | rang

P PP r Hall, who confirmed that he had spoken to Mr Cameron’s

gggse :%Tg;:gv glr((j;g}:;lzr? @22?3?;2:5 zgrzgt%?ﬁstg%r;gnltg ice but that he had not advised him that | had been advised

of the police union that it is apolitical and, if it sees some- f the problem or had done absolutely nothing. He advised

thing good, it will support it. | congratulate Peter Alexander'\/Ir Cameron that he contacted me in February this year over

and the committee of the Police Association for doing that? dust problem and that | had advised Mr Hall to contact me
n my pager at any stage that the dust was a problem and |

| consider that the Police A iation will hav in s
consider that the Police Associatio ave to stop be ould come out. He paged me and | was there within a

a craft union. It needs to look at taking in all the employee .
g ploy guarter of an hour, and we sorted out his problem. We also

of the Commissioner of Police and, as much as | alway . ) .
wanted to have a craft union and | know that Peter AIexande?greEd that we would address the situation with regard to dust
d cracking at the end of the blasting. When confirming that

gg\(/a;sﬂ:;/grn;lfor(‘jils come when it has to become a union th\%?th Mr Hall yesterday evening, he advised me that he has

In closing, | must comment about the recent tactics of th ust about had enough of people such as the Hon. Terry

Opposition, including today’s disgraceful farce. The Laboro@meron using this issue as a political football.

Party is deliberately trying to create chaos in Parliament by Mr FOLEY: | rise on a point of order, Mr Deputy
casting reflections upon the Speaker, simply to hide the factPeaker. | draw your attention to Standing Order 127 which
that it has no policies. It has no idea for the future of SouttProvides that tis inappropriate for an honourable member to
Australia and it has not learnt anything from the pastmMake personal reflections on another member of this
Opposition members can continue to carry on like that in thigarliament. If the honourable member has an issue that
House but this Government, under the leadership of Jonfoncerns the Hon. Terry Cameron, | suggest that he raise it
Olsen, will continue to keep its eye on the ball. We will By way of substantive motion.

continue to ensure that South Australia has a future and that The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Was the honourable member
South Australians will be able to find work here, notwith- referring to debate in another place?

standing the decade of Labor mismanagement. Mr CAUDELL: No, Mr Deputy Speaker.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: ltis inappropriate to reflect with the council and private businesses in the area has
on sitting members. Members who have left the Parliamergignificantly reduced the cost to all parties involved in the
are open game, but reflecting on sitting members is ngtroject. This combined program will have the added benefit
appropriate. of providing a greater sense of community security in the

Mr CAUDELL: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. Itis a area, and it will help curb the vandalism and anti-social
pity that the same rules do not apply elsewhere. | received laehaviour that has been happening over the past 12 months.
letter from Mr Hall dated 29 May in relation to a problem.|  The Liberal Government also has recently an-
have spoken to Mr Hall and he is aware of the situation. | camounced $40 000 for the Southern Development Board as part
only say of the comments made by other people that they daf its statewide grants to all regional development boards.
not know what they are talking about. This grant reflects the Government’s commitment to regional

Mr Foley: | rattled you, didn’t I? development and highlights the importance of development

Mr CAUDELL: No, you did not rattle me. The person boards in all areas. In the south, the Southern Development
who is rattled is the person who can make a totally misleadBoard has had an outstanding result in achieving positive
ing, malicious statement and look people in the eye an@vork and business outcomes for all its community.
pretend that it is the truth when he knows that it is not. The Government’s computer subsidy scheme has been

The other issue to which | refer concerns Bowker Streesuccessful in the electorate. Nine schools in Kaurna have
reserve. Thdvlessenger Guardiaof Tuesday 3 June contains already placed orders for a total of 147 computers, and many
an article about this issue, and | should like to confirm theof these computers are already installed and up and running
fact that the Government has decided to retain Bowker Streé the local classrooms. Across the State, 6 479 computers
reserve as open space. The Government has decided to enduage been ordered since the scheme was announced in mid
that this piece of open space remains in the hands of the Stdtebruary. It shows that we are well on track for the statewide
Government so that its future is assured. A rally that was helthrget of 10 700 new computers in South Australian schools
about this matter in 1996 drew a crowd of up to 2 000 peopleby early 1998. Five local sporting clubs have been rewarded
This piece of open space is used by many people in Adelaider their commitment to the Sun Smart health message
for Little Athletics, for kick-a-ball, for basketball and for through sponsorship from Living Health, the State’s sports
tennis. promotion and cultural and health advancement trust.

It is used by a number of the local private and public | am very pleased that, as part of the club sponsorship pilot
schools in the electorates of Mitchell, Morphett and Bright.program, the Aldinga Bay Bowling Club, Micrograms Surf
This reserve borders all three electorates and is in the old cifglub at Seaford, the Noarlunga Little Athletics Club, Port
of Brighton and the new city of Holdfast Bay, and it is also Noarlunga Surf Lifesaving Club and Port Noarlunga Soldiers
on the border of the Marion council. It is pleasing that theMemorial Bowling Club have all received sponsorship
Government has made that decision to ensure the retenti¢pwvards implementing Sun Smart projects. The sponsorship
of the Baker Street reserve. The members for Bright ang@rogram is an initiative of Living Health and the Anticancer
Morphett and | applaud the Government on that decision. Foundation and aims to significantly increase the adoption of
have two minutes to advise the House that the member fésun Smart policies amongst sporting and recreational
Light flew the house colours in distress this afternoon whem®rganisations.
he wore a bow tie for Prince Alfred College upside down. For some time now a small group of people has been
Obviously the red men are in strife and are about to be beateworking hard towards the establishment of premier league
by the men in blue and white! soccer in the southern area, and naturally the Southern Sports

Complex will be an appropriate location when it is built to

Mrs ROSENBERG (Kaurna): 1 would like to addtothe handle premier league soccer in the south. However, the
speech | gave last night on the budget by speaking to som@overnment has commissioned a study into the feasibility
key issues. At the moment, so much is happening in thand costings associated with the construction of a first grade
electorate of Kaurna that | cannot possibly fit it into standard soccer pitch and car parking, lights and change
20 minutes, so | have had to take an extra 10 minutes. Th®oms at the Southern Sports Complex. This feasibility study
Minister for Education and Children’s Services, Rob Lucasjs about to be presented to the Minister for his consideration.
recently announced a new concept for school security, whichwould like to take the opportunity of congratulating the
is about to be trialled in the Seaford area. The trial is a joinSouth Adelaide Football Club, which | believe has worked
initiative between the Department of Education andvery cooperatively with the group which aims to set up
Children’s Services, the Noarlunga council and businespremier league soccer. In a very short time, we will be able
operators in the area. It is aimed at providing a visibleto give a guarantee to the federation that a building will go
security presence and improved alarm response times for sehead at the Southern Sports Complex to house premier
schools and children’s centres, and council and business sitesague soccer.
within the electorate. The six schools and children’s centres Also | would like to thank the Minister for Transport for
around Seaford have been an open target for vandalism aneacting very quickly to the requirement for traffic lights at
theft, and they have suffered about $14 000 worth of damagie intersection of Seaford and Commercial Roads at Seaford.
or loss in the previous 12 months, despite the fact that foufhis has become an extremely busy and dangerous black
of the sites were equipped with security monitoring alarmsspot. On Commercial Road, there were eight collisions with
The new trial will see a multiple security patrol during the no fatalities—luckily—in the past 12 months, involving
night, seven nights a week, plus daylight patrols on Saturdayks/ vehicles in those accidents on one corner. The Minister
and Sundays; an improved security presence on-site; and andertook to look at that intersection following a considerable
improved alarm response time, which will help reduce thefamount of lobbying by me in the local community, and | am
and vandalism costs. pleased to say that that intersection now has fully operational

The use of security patrols just for the DECS sites wouldights to protect the community. It is also important to say
have been a very expensive proposition, but uniting thosthat it is part of the overall strategy for the upgrade of the
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whole of Commercial Road, and in particular this corner isSoccer Club, Port Noarlunga Dive Club, Port Noarlunga
important, because it has been chosen to feed the communkpotball Club, Southern Districts Cricket Club and the
off Commercial Road on to the new Southern Expresswagouthern Women’s Bowling Association. | would like to
when it reaches Old Noarlunga at South Road. congratulate all of them.
I would like to pay particular tribute to the efforts of
councillor Jack Holder who will be retiring from the = Mrs PENFOLD (Flinders): Given the track record of the
Noarlunga City Council this year at the election. He hadormer Labor Government—in particular, that of the now
worked tirelessly with me and other members of the comLeader of the Opposition—I find it amazing that members of
munity to get those lights on that corner. | would also like tothe Opposition can stand in this House and make speeches
thank the Moana and Seaford Residents’ Association and, iéenigrating the considerable efforts of the Liberal Govern-
particular, Richard Peat, who has worked on behalf of thénent and the people of South Australia to clean up the mess
Seaford 6 to 12 school and many local residents who havidat their Government left behind. It would be nice if they
supported my efforts. That support has been invaluable igdmitted that the economy of the State was left in an awful
getting those lights there in the time it has taken. mess as a result of mismanagement and that much has been
We recently saw the closure of a skateboard rink aglone to put the economy back on track. In his speech the
Seaford Rise. It was located in a poor position on Cambourn@pposition Leader stated that at the next election his Party
Crescent, very close to residents. The closing of that facilitvill be spelling out its own spending package and how it will
was supported by residents within the local area. Howevehe funded. The people of South Australia and Australia know
it has left a large black hole for the youth of the area whdow Labor Governments fund their packages—more debt,
were using that day and night. It was a popular skateboar@iore debt and more debt. That is the only way they seem to
rink. | have put forward an idea to the community that weknow. The people, fortunately, do not want more debt.
ought to locate the skateboard rink at the recreation centre Incontrast, the Liberal State Government has achieved its
that is being built on Main Street at Seaford Rise. Locatingarget of a balanced budget in 1997-98. When | first came
it at the recreation centre will offer adequate car parking anéhto this House, the debt was spiralling at over $9 billion. The
some sort of security for parents whose children go thergprmer Government had been living off the credit card.
because there will be some supervision as the YMCA will ruiVorse, it was not making provision to cover its future
the recreation centre. | have had a great deal of support frotiabilities, such as superannuation, seemingly being content
local residents for this initiative. | understand a petition isto leave this problem for future generations to deal with. This
going around the community to the council to encourage ifSovernment has achieved its target of stabilising the debt
to consider that relocation to the recreation centre. without the burden of new taxes and also of controlling the
The Seaford area is also working on a safe routes to schophst superannuation liabilities of $4 billion. The State
program, which is a community program to improve roadGovernment can at last cut the credit card in half.
safety for children travelling in their local areas between Despite what the member for Giles said in his budget swan
school and home. | understand that, because of sonms®ng, part of this new budget is an increased allocation to the
lobbying from a committee set up at the Seaford 6 tocountry regions of the State. Cheques have already been
12 school, the Department of Transport recently decided teeceived for the two development boards in my electorate—
extend the project into schools in the high school areafunds which the boards will put to extremely good use to
Previous to that, it was considered only for primary schoobktimulate further regional development. On Eyre Peninsula,
age groups. It has now been expanded into high schools, atlis may mean the faster implementation of the Better
the program will include the Seaford 6 to 12 school in itsBusiness Centres concept in all 10 of the council areas that
research and development stage, and that research athis board covers. In addition, the research centre at Minnipa
development is expected to commence during July 1997. will receive substantial funding that will help to make it a
The formation of the committee that consisted of theworld-class centre of excellence in dry land farming, as |
Seaford Catholic Primary School and Seaford 6 to 12 schoofyroposed it should be in my maiden speech 3% years ago.
the council and the Seaford joint venturers, in terms of theiil he Rural Health Enhancement Package is another funding
lobbying, was important in getting that extra commitmentstrategy designed specifically to assist the remote, sparsely
from the Department of Transport. | would like to extend mypopulated regions. The $6.5 million package will help to
gratitude to the Noarlunga City Council, because theattract and retain medical professionals in rural and remote
Noarlunga City Council has been extremely supportive irfSouth Australia, where an oversupply of doctors is not a
working with the committee to get that commitment. problem: 10 jobs are available in the electorate of Flinders
The Minister for Emergency Services and Deputy Premiestarting immediately.
(Graham Ingerson) and Ray Gilbert, the Mayor of Noarlunga | have referred previously to the importance of sealed
City Council, recently opened a new Port Noarlunga CFSoads between rural centres and how the Romans got it right
station at Seaford which was a joint celebration, because theliousands of years ago. As was the case with Rome, | fully
also launched the new vehicle for Port Noarlunga CFS. Thexpect that much more social and economic activity will take
movement of the Port Noarlunga CFS to this new station gplace between these centres once the roads are completed.
Seaford was extremely important, because the old Pokinder a Liberal Government, the Cleve to Kimba road will
Noarlunga site was dangerous because of the egress lné completely sealed in 1999-2000, with the completion of
vehicles on to a busy and dangerous road. the Elliston to Lock road set for 2003-2004, and possibly
Lastly, | would like to congratulate those clubs within my sooner. The South Coast Road on Kangaroo Island will also
area who have received grants from the State Government® completed. Under Labor, these roads would never have
Gaming Machines (Miscellaneous) Amendment Act, whichbeen sealed—and that is by the admission of a former
involved $2.5 million being given to sport and recreationMinister for Transport. The member for Giles said in this
throughout the State. Those that were successful included tipdace only last week that, when he was Minister for Trans-
Christies Beach Sailing Club, Noarlunga and Districts Junioport, one of the first things he did was to have an examination
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carried out as to the level of traffic that used the Lock to | record my appreciation for the funds allocated to the
Elliston road and where it would fit into priorities. He said Wudinna Area School. | had the pleasure of taking the
that the Department of Transport was not at all keen ofPremier to visit this school following my election to the
upgrading this road, the reason for this being, essentially, th&arliament. The state of this facility was a monument to the
there was very little traffic using it and that sometimes fourneglect that the former Labor Government had shown to Eyre
hours could pass without a car going along the road. So, it gdReninsula. At the Port Lincoln High School, maintenance was
a fairly low priority. so neglected that the stairs were in danger of collapsing under

Surprise, surprise! | lived on this road, and | would not bethe weight of the students. A similar situation existed at a
surprised that on some days nobody used the road at all. $thool on Kangaroo Island. | also had the opportunity to
was so rough and damaging to motor vehicles that peopli@spect the Port Lincoln and Kingscote hospitals before
went to extreme lengths not to have to use it. | believe it wasenovations had started. Both provide even more evidence of
due to the state of this road that | was born at Cleve and ndhe neglect of country regions by the previous Government
in the Elliston Hospital. Whole communities became isolatedvhich the member for Giles had conveniently forgotten. In
because use of the road was so dangerous and damagingsiote of the difficult situation left as a result of the State Bank
life and limb. | assure the member for Giles that, once thalebt, funds have been provided for an ongoing upgrade of the
road is fully sealed, he need have no concerns about thHeort Lincoln Hospital. The completed development will
number of people using it. Sealing will lead to better contacprovide the whole of Lower Eyre Peninsula with improved
between communities that live in the region and will lead tohealth services. | add my support to that of my colleagues for
an even greater number of tourists travelling into the regionthe upgrade of the Royal Adelaide Hospital. This will be
It will increase the economic activity and, therefore, thewelcomed by country people, as many are compelled to make
number of jobs in the region considerably, without artificially the journey to access the specialised services offered by this
inflating the numbers in Government services, as suggestaepieat hospital.
by the member for Giles. | note the $8 million for the continuation of diversion

This Government has insisted that SA Water, ETSA, thavorks associated with the extension of Adelaide Airport. This
Department of Transport and many other Governmentnatter is extremely important to the whole of South Australia
agencies restructure their operations so that they beconbait it is very important to the fishing and aquaculture
more efficient. This has not been a deliberate policy to reducedustries based on Lower Eyre Peninsula. Just from one
the number of people living in rural South Australia but hasfishing sector alone, the value of exports from Port Lincoln
been a strategy to provide services such as power, water at@lSouth-East Asian destinations totals $20 million. | refer to
roads at competitive prices similar to those in other States arttie live rock lobster trade. These lobsters are flown from Port
cities. This has all been made possible by service providelsincoln to Adelaide Airport in the early hours for shipment
using improved technology and introducing progressive antb Asia aboard international flights. When one adds on
innovative ideas—to such an extent that ETSA, whileproducts such as tuna, abalone and others, the trade will be
reducing prices to business, has, | understand, made a recathuge benefit to the economies of both the Eyre Peninsula
profit. Providing cost-competitive services and roads to ruraand Kangaroo Island. The member for Giles says that the
South Australia will do more to encourage people to live and-armers Federation is disappointed. It is not the Farmers
work in the community than will the provision of artificially Federation but one representative who has already, apparent-
high water or power services; that is basic economics.  ly, forgotten regional neglect under Labor and the huge debt,

A Government has a responsibility to ensure that the costhich is the reason why this Government could not have
of anyone doing business is kept to a minimum. Every farmedone even more for the regions. | am proud of our record in
is a businessman. He or she should be entitled to power amgbvernment and | congratulate the Treasurer for putting
services at the best possible prices, not at an inflated figuferward a budget which will once again assist South Australia
so that extra persons can be employed in a Governmetdwards greater prosperity in the future.
department. To follow that course would see the decline of
rural communities in terms of setting up small factories and Mr ROSSI (Lee): | support the budget and what the
businesses. Almost every town has one, and they range frohiberal Government has done for the State in achieving a
manufacturing plants producing farm machinery for the worldoalanced budget for the next financial year and in cutting
to nurseries supplying Australia with the Sturt’s desert peaback the debt. | would also like to make some comments in
The member for Giles should be aware of the success of theggard to the speech of the member for Hart today, when he
enterprise, as it is being conducted in his electorate. With theaid that the budget had a phoney surplus and that the Liberal
sealing of the Cleve to Kimba road this enterprise will deliverGovernment has done nothing in regard to redevelopment of
more product to more people more cost competitively.  the State but that it is funded by the taxpayers.

I also wish to highlight the $3.2 million allocated for the | remind the member for Hart that the Labor Government,
Eyre Highway between Penong and Lincoln Gap. Thisunder which he was adviser to former Premier Bannon, put
$80 million maintenance program will ensure the wideningthis State in financial difficulty, yet it did not produce any
of the Eyre Highway to 8 metres in width and also lead toreal development in this State at all in its 13 years in office.
improvements in the alignment of the road. Members of thén 1989 my predecessor, the then member for Albert Park,
Opposition expressed concern in relation to speed camerasevin Hamilton, said, as recordedltansard ‘Unfortunate-
but | heard no mention of the considerable amount of griefy, one cannot make a silk purse out of a sow’s ear.’ That is
that has been prevented as a result of better roads and toughkery true, when applied to Labor Party and Liberal Party
road rules, including the use of speed cameras. This hasembers: you cannot make cooks from waitresses. The State
resulted, as at the end of last month, in the lowest number dfas eaten the economic cake and thrown away the crumbs
deaths on South Australian roads on record for the 12 montlinder Labor. Labor Party members are waitresses; they are
period. Itis at least 29 years since the records were computarnet cooks. They do not know how to make cake, and they do
ised. The Minister is surely to be commended for her effortsnot know how to organise people to make a cake, no matter
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how small. Only Liberals and a Liberal Government canbothers to listen to what big business people have to say,
make this State progress, as it did in the 1950s and 1960samely, that you cannot push big business around: you have
when we had such firms as GMH, Chrysler, Simpson, Popéo actually encourage big business to invest in this State and
AWA, and, of course, ship building in Whyalla. But, under this country, and in that way the unemployment rate will
Labor Governments, under Don Dunstan, most of those firmdrop.
closed down. Simpson Pope amalgamated and became GEC,| remember a comment by my predecessor Kevin
AWA is not heard of and the ship building in Whyalla was Hamilton, who in 1982 said that unemployment under the
closed down. | can remember that in the 1980s there wereiberal Government was 11 per cent and that if Labor gotin
News Limited, Messenger Press and #&dvertiser—three it would reduce that. | bring to the attention of this House that
competitive papers in this State. Under Labor Governmentat the election at the end of 1993 the unemployment rate in
there is now only one paper, and that is fkavertisey the  this State was 11 per cent. So, in Labor’s term of office of
Messenger Press of course being part ofAbdgertiser So  more than 11 years, unemployment in this State did not
much for keeping competition in this State. improve a part of a percentage point, yet members opposite

I would make another point about Labor Party politicianscriticise us for lowering the unemployment rate from 11 per
and their leaders. Victoria had John Cain and Joan Kirnegent to less than 9 per cent. Why, may we ask? There is an
and what happened there? The economy of that State weold wives’ tale: manners start at home and habits start at
downhill. New South Wales had Neville Wran and Barry home. Small business has sold out to big business. The big
Unsworth, and what happened to that State’s financidbusinesses were too big for the Federal Government to stop
situation? That went downhill, in the red. Western Australiathem transferring assets and technology overseas. | refer to
had Brian Burke, Peter Dowding, Carmen Lawrence, larthe Keating Federal Labor Government, which again tried to
Taylor and Jim McGinty. What happened to Westernbully investment in this country. What did these big busines-
Australia under a Labor Government? It went nearly bankses do? They transferred their businesses to Asian countries
rupt. So, to me there is only consistency in what my predecesnd their profits went overseas. Why was that? Again, it was
sor Kevin Hamilton would say in 1989 that, unfortunately, because of the bullying tactics of the Labor Party and its
one cannot make a silk purse out of a sow’s ear. The Labamion members.
Party cannot run the States. It cannot run its own household, Motion carried.
it cannot run its own business, so how can it run a State?  The Hon. G.A. INGERSON (Deputy Premier): | move:

Premier Don Dunstan, whom apparently the member for - That the proposed expenditures for the departments and services
Ramsay idealises, started selling off State assets to thentained in thed gp}propriati_on t_BiII b(caj refer{%d 1“3 IIEsaigwga;e_s
Federal Government, and | refer to the State railways. Dofommittees A and B for examination and report by 1 July Y

; cordance with the timetables as follows:

Dunstan_and Labor started threatening th_e shareholders of bi§ ESTIMATES COMMITTEE A
companies such as SANTOS to sell their quota of shares afjesday 17 June 1997 at 11.00 a.m.
face Government action, just like real bully boys. Don Pr?mielr, Mcjnisher forﬁState Development and Minister for Multi-
Dunstan and Labor preached to workers about participatiogultural and Ethnic Affairs
in the workplace without the workers having any responsibili-1ouse Ofl.Assemb'y .
ties. What happened to firms which had worker participatioriggtsgﬁgg"@gﬂgiﬁ' Services
forced upon them? The owners sold their business to multisiate Governor's Establishment
national companies. Don Dunstan and Labor gave childrebepartment of the Premier and Cabinet
the right to do what they liked, provided they did not getAuditor-General's Department
caught and, if they did, they should have expected to suffegonome 8&‘5‘%%m§12tnf‘3“th°”ty
the consequences, whatever the consequences meant. Qfiister for State D)évelopment—Other Payments
Dunstan and Labor protested against the Vietnam war, angformation Technology Workforce Strategy Office
I can remember then walking down King William Street. In Office for the Commissioner for Public Employment
those days, when Don Dunstan protested against the \Aetna@g Eﬁe%fdgu'fgﬂbzfg'lgg% Eltthlr‘fo%ff:irrﬁ
war it made me a'f‘d many soldiers in uniform feel aSh.ame. reasurer, K/Iinister for Housing and Urban Development, Minister
We were only doing what the Federal Government in thigor Energy, Minister for Finance and Minister for Mines
country was telling us. Department of Mines and Energy Resources

Labor began to build up a list of union members whoOffice of Energy Policy
could have preference in promotion in the Public Servic%””'Ster for Finance—Other Payments
. . .. Department of Treasury and Finance
instead of t_he mos_t honest, _most su_lted and most qualifi epartment for Housing and Urban Development
person getting the job on merit. Yet this week the member forrreasurer—Other Payments
Spence has accused the Liberal Government of forming &hursday 19 June 1997 at 11.00 a.m.
discriminatory list of employees in the Public Service. | think Deputy Premier, Minister for Infrastructure, Minister for Police,
itis something 'ghat th_e Labor Party has aIwayg. impIemente(glérﬁ's;elggai%ggtency Services and Minister for Racing
has always believed in and has actually practised. How danginister for Police—Other Payments
Labor members criticise this Government for doing some<Country Fire Service
thing which they themselves normally do? The Labor pusiouth Australian Metropolitan Fire Service
for uncontrolled wages forced small businesses to the walPtate E”}‘arg;”‘:y SerV'Cg SA Other P
Many closed their doors, others sold their small proprietary\,fn!Ster o esdeney EVICeS_ thet Fayments

- > ) ! inister for Infrastructure—Other Payments

companies to overseas investors while others simply stoppaeginister for Racing—Other Payments
working and went on the dole. This week the member forTuesday 24 June 1997 at 11.00 a.m. o .
Ramsay, the Leader of the Opposition, said he went to Jap nister for Primary Industries, Minister Assisting for Regional
and over there he was told by multi-national companies tha£¢ elopment and Small Business
. : . . “Department of Primary Industries
if they were pushed too far they would invest their money insputh Australian Research and Development Institute
other countries. It is only now that the member for Ramsalinister for Primary Industries—Other Payments
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Minister Assisting for Regional Development and Small Business—ednesday 25 June 1997 at 11.00 a.m.

Other Payments

Wednesday 25 June 1997 at 11.00 a.m.

Minister for Tourism, Minister for Local Government and Minister
for Recreation and Sport

South Australian Tourism Commission

Minister for Tourism—Other Payments

Department of Recreation and Sport

Office of Local Government

Minister for Local Government—Other Payments
Thursday 26 June 1997 at 11.00 a.m.

Minister for Health and Minister for Disability Services
South Australian Health Commission

ESTIMATES COMMITTEE B
Tuesday 17 June 1997 at 11.00 a.m.
Minister for Education and Children’s Services
Department for Education and Children’s Services

Minister for Education and Children’s Services—Other Payments

Wednesday 18 June 1997 at 11.00 a.m.
Attorney-General and Minister for Consumer Affairs
Courts Administration Authority

State Electoral Office

Attorney-General's Department

Attorney-General and Minister for Consumer Affairs—Other

Payments

Thursday 19 June 1997 at 11.00 a.m.

Minister for Transport, Minister for the Arts and Minister for the
Status of Women

Department of Transport

Passenger Transport Board

TransAdelaide

Department for the Arts and Cultural Development

Minister for Transport—Other Payments

Minister for the Arts and Minister for the Status of Women—Othertime

Payments
Tuesday 24 June 1997 at 11.00 a.m.

Minister for Employment, Training and Further Education, Minister

for Youth Affairs and Minister for Correctional Services
Department for Correctional Services
Department for Employment, Training and Further Education

Minister for the Environment and Natural Resources, Minister for
Family and Community Services and Minister for the Ageing
Department of Environment and Natural Resources

Minister for the Environment and Natural Resources—Other
Payments

Department of Family and Community Services

Minister for Family and Community Services—Other Payments
Thursday 26 June 1997 at 11.00 a.m.

Minister for Industrial Affairs, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and
Minister for Information and Contract Services

Department for Industrial Affairs

Minister for Industrial Affairs—Other Payments

Department of State Aboriginal Affairs

Department of Information Technology Services

Department for State Government Services

Minister for Information and Contract Services—Other Payments

Motion carried.
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON (Deputy Premier): | move:

That Estimates Committee A be appointed, consisting of Messrs

Allison, Andrew, Blevins and Evans, Mrs Penfold and Messrs Quirk

and Rann.
Motion carried.

The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | move:

That Estimates Committees B be appointed, consisting of Messrs
Brindal, De Laine, Matthew and Scalzi, Ms Stevens, Mr Venning
and Ms White.

Motion carried.

DENTISTS (CLINICAL DENTAL TECHNICIANS)
AMENDMENT BILL

Received from the Legislative Council and read a first

ADJOURNMENT

At 10.45 p.m. the House adjourned until Thursday 5 June
at10.30 a.m.



