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members might think that funny, but | have seen the way in
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY which, over time, if we do not observe these things, we find

they are eroded in significance until eventually we are
Thursday 28 September 1995 confronted by a crisis. So, we need to draw the lines and have
them codified, in the same way as we do in the behaviour of
The SPEAKER (Hon. G.M. Gunn) took the Chair at Citizens under the law, in a fashion that ensures we all
10.30 a.m. and read prayers. understand why it is the way it is. We should ensure that we
do not dispense with any of those things to the history books,
unless we have carefully analysed the consequences of doing
so and what we would propose to put in their place as an
alternative.
In some measure, that is also a reason for my concern
about the current debate on whether or not Australia should
Mr LEWIS (Ridley): | support the motion. | commend become a republic. | am a very staunch believer in the great
Her Excellency for the continued diligence that she pays tenefits to any society of a nation which covers such a vast
the discharge of her duties in the office as Head of State arakea as does Australia, an area where there are multiple time
point out to the House that | will forever support the arrangezones involved, and where there is a wide range of climate
ment that we have currently wherein the Head of State isonditions, from tropical rainforest, to subtropical, to cool
separate from the Head of Government and presides ovesmperate rainforests, and from those rainforests through to
Executive Council, which is the decision-making anddeserts.
authorisation body of Executive Government, to ensure then Quite clearly, it is not sensible for us to contemplate
that all decisions taken by Executive Government througihaving a republic that would provide us only with a single-
Executive Council are constitutional and in compliance withlevel legislature, making the laws governing our behaviour
the law as it stands. That is the only safeguard we have, faind authorising bureaucrats to gazette, as it were, subordinate
if we for one moment imagine that if we dispensed with thelegislation in a regional context after consultation with an
office of Head of State, expecting that, because it appears &lected administrative body in that regional context. Pretty
be ceremonial, it would continue to be exercised by the Heagoon, we would be in a hell of mess. | canillustrate that point
of Government in the same fashion, then we are asking toby referring to a decision which was announced overnight
much. and which was defended by the immediate past Premier but
If the Head of Government has the duplicate powers obne of South Australia, as a member of the ABC board.
Head of Government and Head of State, then Head dhdeed, he was defending the South Australian right to have
Government can simply decide without there being anyarochial current affairs programs and other measures
formal meeting of Executive Council when and if subordinateprovided by those broadcasting agencies—television and
legislation will be introduced on what things and it can decideradio—which are controlled and operated by the ABC in
whether or not that is a lawful act. Naturally, then, suchSouth Australia. He was beaten in that decision by people on
enormous power, unaccountable other than to the Parliamenihe ABC board from the East Coast who have built them-
in the hands of Executive Government on the day, wouldelves an ivory tower in Sydney and who consider that
result in some abuse in due time, | am sure, in the same wagnhything that happens outside Sydney or Melbourne, or other
as we saw it happen in America. | remind members of whatommunities sort of mendicant to them along the East Coast,
happened there. Most of us would recall the President of thperhaps Brisbane included, is irrelevant in the national
United States of America authorising a deliberate crime, énterest.
break-in, in the Watergate building, to try to getinformation  Current affairs that affect people who live in South
in this instance about his political opponents and what theyustralia or Western Australia, or the Christmas or Cocos
were doing. Islands and the like, are irrelevant and do not require any
We therefore need to be careful, whenever we considexplicit consideration at peak viewing or listening times on
dispatching any of the things which we regard as beingelevision or radio. Nothing could be more unwise. Yet that
merely ritual and serving no useful purpose, because theyas occurred because we have this notion that all wisdom
may appear to be ritual and they may appear to serve nitows from the East Coast. That is where the prosperity and
useful purpose, but they indeed do serve a useful purposethe population of the nation seems to have established itself
refer to things in this Chamber, such as the conduct oih the majority, so the rest of us as a minority are pretty well
members in the precincts of the Chamber when it is irincreasingly ignored—if not ignored, we are certainly
session. It is not appropriate for us to consider that we cadisregarded when we voice our arguments about our personal
simply, for instance, take it upon ourselves to conduct aeeds.
conversation with other members of the general public who On reflection of the activities that were undertaken in this
may be sitting in the Speaker’s or Strangers’ Gallery acros€hamber 100 years ago, | now find that arguments of
the barriers of the Chamber and likewise bringing membersonvenience and arguments of the Left have taken a fair toll
of the general public onto the floor of the Chamber. Wheren the institutions which have otherwise provided us with the
do you draw the line? cohesion we have had as a nation in the Federal system which
If you begin to talk to somebody across the barrierwas debated in this Chamber at that time, 100 years ago. In
immediately behind me on this side and similarly on the otheconsequence of those debates, we decided to become a single
side, fairly soon there is no reason at all why one inch, sination, with single defence, single migration, single foreign
inches or ten inches ought to be considered the dividing lingolicy and single trade arrangements for each of the
In due time, | am sure, we would find that members of thesovereign States which, by their resolutions, became States
Parliament would be bringing people with whom they wishinstead of colonies, and federated into one insoluble national
to have discussions onto the floor of the House. Soméderation. Of course, now the notion is that the Australian
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nation ought to be governed singly and alone from ondeen marginal at the time but, equally, those that were more
legislature that is not, therefore, representative of the regionalrofitable are now less so and on the margin of their existence
interests and needs. in consequence of the shift in consumer preferences and the
| am saying that there ought to be parochial concerns. Nvay people spend their money on poker machines. The other
those concerns are not met, the cohesion we in Australia ha¥elk who went broke are those who did not know they had a
had will deteriorate over the next 100 years. It would notpropensity to become addicted to gambling but who have
surprise me, in fairly short order, to see pressure building fobecome addicted. They have spent not only the money they
the dismantling of what has been one nation because, if wead in their purse and from their wages but also everything
dispatch the federation to the history books, | see no reasdhey could borrow on their credit cards and by way of
why the people of Western Australia would regard them-overdraft until they finally tried to pay off the house mortgage
selves as having empathy with those in the east. We in Southy having a wild fling that lasted 24 hours or more. Then,
Australia would be the meat in the sandwich. unable to pay their mortgage, they find themselves dispos-
My argument on these points ought not be construed teessed of their homes, their marriages break down and their
mean that | believe the current structure of States antamilies are destroyed. Their lives crumble around them and
territories should remain forever but rather that there oughthey are then left, albeit as a consequence of their own poor
to be no such territories as currently exist: they all ought tdehaviour and judgment, destitute, and we as taxpayers have
be States. They therefore all ought to have equal rights withito pick up the pieces. This has serious implications for the
the Federal structure. That is the case in the Federal structucbildren as well as for the communities in which they live,
of the United States and Canada, and in my judgment it needgiite apart from the devastating consequences in their own
to become part of the way in which we proceed into the nexlives.
century. We ought to allow for the parochial development of | asked for that sociological study to be undertaken at the
the different benefits that can be derived by the human beinggne that the House first debated the Casino legislation and
who live in different parts of this continent and the islandsthen when it finally passed | asked again. When there were
surrounding it that form the nation of Australia. Let us notother debates along the way about further extending the
overlook the fact that the islands to the east are Norfolk angrovisions for gambling, | also asked. At one time | was even
Lord Howe Islands, themselves generating great revenue fgiven an assurance by then Premier, John Bannon, that we
their inhabitants from tourism; to the south, Heard Islandwould have such an analysis done with due rigour into the
and, to the west, the Cocos (Keeling) Islands. As an asidedociological and economic consequences for the individual,
will say that, given that the islands were unoccupied andhe family, small business and so on, but that has never been
uninhabited prior to the time of Queen Victoria, the Cluniesdone. There are now rumblings, albeit Johnny come lately,
Ross family was granted title to them. As a family they weretoo late at that, that such studies ought to be undertaken. | am
the original inhabitants and had dominion over those landgleased to see that happening but | am disappointed that it
Itis quaint now that, for instance, were they to take a landvas ever necessary. We should have been there and done that
claim to the High Court, that claim would be granted againstL2 years ago.
the administrative decision by Canberra to remove their We have diverted funds away from those things which we
sovereignty and ownership of those islands—that is, if we areould otherwise have been doing in the budgets we have
to be consistent in our Mabo decisions. That might cause passed into those things that are band-aid measures, which
little bit of angst and political pepper in the nostrils of the left, patch up problems in the social context. | am not disparaging
but nonetheless it would occur. If the Clunies Ross familythe efforts we make in that regard. | am simply saying that
were not so totally dispossessed of their property and rightwhen we do it we need to remember that, as | am sure you
by the administrative action of the Government in Canberravould recognise, Mr Speaker, we are not going to get those
at the time, they would have the funds now to take that mattdvenefits that we would otherwise get when we made those
to the High Court. It would be interesting if as Australians aoutlays on advancing our knowledge of how to do things
few of us tested it just to see where it stood, by supportindpetter, cheaper, more effectively and efficiently.
them financially in an action if they chose to bring it. Let me give the House illustrations of that. For instance,
| leave that matter and turn now to some other thingsve have literally cut the guts out of our research into primary
which | see happening in the State of South Australia anéhdustry in all its forms and we do not have the revenue
which are being exacerbated by the indifference of Canberngesources available to invest in research in new primary
and the kind of madness that has taken over in the allocatidndustries such as the farming of fish or other water or aquatic
of our scarce resources to the kinds of programs we ought tanimals—salt or fresh water—and we do not have the money
pursue. | refer to the general principle of benefit cost analysit invest into research into getting greater benefits from more
of the things we do. We introduce poker machines and we dsensible farming of our native animals. For instance, in the
not give a darn about the consequences of people whacerne breeding programs undertaken between 1978 and
become addicted to gambling or other people whose busine$994 we spent about $9 million and the benefit that the
ses will be so adversely affected by the decision made bgommunity of Australians has derived from that expenditure
people who change their spending habits to ‘invest’ theiis $198.5 million.
money in poker machines instead of spending it on the We invested $1.3 million into oat breeding—the develop-
consumer goods and services that they previously purchasetent of appropriate varieties of oats to be grown in the
from those other businesses. We know, as | warned at thdifferent soil and climate types in the range appropriate for
time, that there are serious implications for the economycereal production. We invested $1.3 million and the benefit
Small businesses have gone broke and many of them haweas $90 million, which is a 69:1 benefit to cost ratio. We
become less profitable, and many citizens have gone brokeve invested $1.5 million in developing disease resistance
because they became gamblers. in the same kind of plant breeding programs. This involves
Businesses went broke because suddenly they had lessst or nematode resistance in cereals. The benefits have been
custom than they were otherwise obtaining. They may hav#155 million, and we would not have had those benefits
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unless we outlaid the $1.5 million. Itis a benefitto costratio The kinds of things that further illustrate the point | am

of 103:1. making include a consideration of the lag time between the
We have to be absolutely barmy if we continue to cut thecommencement of the expenditure and the research and

amount of money we are spending on scientific research afevelopment and the first year of impact or benefit and these

that kind. We have to be barmy, because where will theare contained in a table: | seek leave to have that table

prosperity come from? Where will the leading edge that wenserted inHansard Mr Speaker, | assure you that it is of a

currently have come from? Why is it that we do not bothemurely statistical nature.

to contemplate the consequences of those decisions before we

actually commit ourselves? Leave granted.

LAG TIMES BETWEEN THE COMMENCEMENT OF R&D
AND ITS FIRST YEAR OF IMPACT

Number of Average lag Minimum Maximum

observations time (years) (years (years)
R&D activity area
Plant improvement 31 5.9 1 13
Mechanisation 7 6.0 1 20
Pest & disease control 6 4.4 1 14
Agronomy 19 5.6 1 34
Postharvest 3 3.3 2 6
Processing 8 4.0 1 8
Market research 4 15 1 3
Extension 13 25 1 10

Mr LEWIS: Industry itself continues to provide more and competitive world and our success, then, in the international
more money for this kind of research while Governmentmarket place.
seems to provide less and less. It is all very well for us to  \We ought to develop a national integrated R&D and an
chase what might appear to be the expansion that can COns&,T program where innovation policy is based on long
from tourism expenditure in this State. | am not beingdistance foresighting to ensure that Australia’s research and
disparaging about that, but the expenditure to put on the odglevelopment activities are focused and coordinated. But in
Fringe Festival or to tizzy up the Art Gallery, the Museumthjs State we should not cut whole programs without
and so on, at a cost of about $20 million doIIarS, mlght yieldcontemp|ating the consequences. For instance, we Chopped
us short term and long term a darn sight more money in thesfie National Weed Research and Control Program from our
stringent financial times than if that expenditure werepepartment of Primary Industries. The funds are not there.
committed to the kinds of programs to which I have just|t is not that we have cut it horizontally or shaved a bit more
referred and the benefits of which | have illustrated by theyff from the bottom line: we have taken a vertical chop with
figures | quoted and the tables | incorporated. an axe and committed that to the history books. No further
Hgsearch is being done into weed control and/or the costs and

We must take a more sensible and realistic appraisal of tl t doi hi bout it. There i )
consequences of continuing to cutback—not just maintain—¢°NSegquences of doing nothing aboutit. There is no money;

the amount of money invested in that area. If we do not tak{® Program is dead; itis finished. .

that seriously and simply listen to the squeaky hinges in Furthermore, we need to ensure that we have the intellec-
making our budgetary allocations, we will come undone. wedual capacity and training required in that area. We need to
will lose the leading edge and the competitive advantag&nsure that we have the infrastructure there and that it is
which we have created for ourselves and which came to ugroperly maintained. | could speak for five hours without
as part of our heritage from our immediate forebears who séven referring to a note about how infrastructure has been
about establishing a prosperous society. If we lose that, it wifllowed to run down or to be sold off where it has been very

cost us a darn sight more to get it back up to speed, let alorf§levant to the kind of research and development that | refer
to get ahead. to, and this also relates to the training of technicians in TAFE

and so on.

Itis interesting to consider that, in spite of the cuts made  \we need to ensure that we retain that and the programs to
to science and its applications in research and the develogevelop and capture from other areas the necessary research
ment of new technologies over the last 30 years—and it hasutcomes and technologies to achieve those goals. With very
been growing apace for 30 years or so—from its limitedimited resources, | must say that the Minister for Primary
resources of 17 million people on a planet that sustains ovendustries, the Minister for Infrastructure and the Minister for
2 billion people, Australia produces 4 per cent of the world’sHousing, Urban Development and Local Government
technologies. We have not done that just by chance: we haelations have done an outstanding job. Their resources are
done it because we have set about doing it. We ought to brmore limited than most of us probably understand because we
jolly proud of it and it ought to be a significant part of what have been too busy focusing upon squeaky hinges and the
we teach our children in primary and secondary schools gseople who, albeit in necessitous circumstances, nonetheless
part of their civic studies. We have developed world clas$ave taken our focus away from creating wealth and placed
research expertise in many areas. We ought to recognise thiaipon redistributing it. | am not saying that we should not
significance of ongoing R&D in maintaining and improving be compassionate: | am simply saying that we cannot be
our standard of living, our competitiveness in an increasinglyompassionate unless we are first prosperous. The people
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who are starving and who need shelter will not be able to ba great deal of Australian agriculture has been built on the
helped because there will not be any prosperity or profits texcellent research carried out in Australia, and our vast
redistribute. agricultural exports are dependent on that research. It is a
| wish to continue in that vein by saying that integratedshame to see it now slowly being eroded because it is seen as
research and development in science and technology amth easy area to cut. That might be so, but | believe our
innovation policies are essential for the continued mainteproducers will pretty quickly see the results of those cuts, and
nance of Australia’s state of development. The sustainabilitit will not be good. Agriculture is not seen as a cutting edge
of our current lifestyle and level of prosperity, our rate ofindustry; it does not have the sexiness of the information
economic development, our social, manufacturing and othégechnology tag, but it is still highly reliant on updated
significant agenda from the public sector and Government aechnology.
well as the competitive advantage upon which our industries Agriculture is still a very cut and thrust area in the
rely are at stake in this debate. international arena, and we must stay on top of the
Sustainability and continuing competitiveness rely ontechnology, as the member for Ridley outlined, in the areas
effectively developing and implementing change. If weof weed and pest control, and in producing ever better crops
cannot do that, we will go down the gurgler, because changand produce. If we fall back in those areas we will lose our
is brought about by developing and applying new innovationglace in the market, and we will all regret that. Our export
and technologies that emerge from research. Instead of oiircome and the viability of our agricultural sector, one might
being the prosperous country that we have been, capable afgue, are more important to South Australia than they are to
providing shelter and succour to those less fortunate than thgany other States. | support the member for Ridley’s plea for
majority, we will become a country in which it is simply more research to be carried out.
necessary for us to do what | regrettably have learnt has been | am pleased that the Governor's speech touched on a
happening in some of the former republics of the USSR. Fogouple of issues. The first issue relates to agriculture and
instance, when winter comes, old people with Alzheimer'sproduction and concerns the Bolivar pipeline. This must be
disease are simply turned out into the cold to die in much thtéhe millionth time the project has been announced. | believe
same way as have other less civilised societies in other partae project was started at least 10 years ago. The Government
of the world throughout history. If you were a North deserves credit for continuing this project, but it always fails
American Indian and you became too old to look afterto mention not only the hefty input from the Federal Govern-
yourself and found that you had become a burden on younent, which is covering most of the financial contribution
family, or if you had lost your mind, your family turned you toward the project, but also—and we will see evidence of this
out if you had not already walked out yourself. Walking outin the coming year—a fairly hefty contribution from the
in the middle of winter initially brought about discomfort but, growers themselves.
if you have ever been in circumstances where frost bite gets The growers in the Virginia area will be responsible for
to you, you would know that, finally, you feel so warm and much of the financial input in making that pipeline viable.
sleepy that you become inclined to accept your fate and lidhey will have to pay for the water from the pipeline and they
down and die. will have to ensure that they make up the gap between
I do not want that for this country, and | am sure that allGovernment funding and the actual cost of the pipeline.
members here feel the same, but | warn all members that htowever, we all hope that it will be successfully concluded
present we are not paying enough attention to the means tand result in great benefits to the Virginia area. My electorate
which we have obtained the leading edge that we have. Thcludes part of Virginia as well as Angle Vale and Penfield.
kind of direction about which the Premier speaks and upoffror the first time acreage in those areas will benefit from the
which he has attempted to focus our attention is the directiogvailability of water.
in which we must go, not only in electronic data processing, We all know that water in the Adelaide Plains is severely
the new sunrise industry of society and civilisation, but alsgestricted. New bores are not allowed, and many farmers have
in the more sophisticated area of more effective and efficierftad their production capabilities restricted by that rule. A lot
production of food. With those remarks, | want all membersof good work is taking place in market gardening and
of the House to recognise the importance that will have fofloriculture in the areas of Bolivar and Penfield. Expert work
them next year and for their children, the next generation, ifis being carried out in the area of cut flowers, and the growers
the next century. That is more important than the debatbave always indicated their willingness to try new products
about the republic or the problems that beset Paul Keatingnd new markets.
and the Labor Party at present. The second issue mentioned by Her Excellency the
Governor related to the registration of the births of stillborn
Ms HURLEY (Napier): First, | would like to support the babies. My son suffered problems immediately after his birth
member for Ridley’s concerns about research. However, mgnd was in danger of dying. | fully appreciate how parents
concern is not only with the agricultural area where researcfeel about their stillborn babies. As a mother, you carry your
has been slashed and made more difficult but also with othdraby for nine months and you feel very strongly and deeply
areas of the State. | started my career working for thdor it. | believe parents should have the dignity of having their
Northfield Agricultural Centre doing research on calf musclebaby’s birth and existence in this world registered and
DNA. Much of that valuable work, which was not done acknowledged. However, most of the initiatives, if | can call
nationally or in any other State but which was done for thehem that, outlined in Her Excellency’s speech | am not quite
benefit of South Australian producers, is no longer able to beo happy about.
done. | still have some friends at Northfield, and anyone who The Government and the Premier repeatedly gave
leaves invariably is not replaced. They are being shufflegissurances that any local government reform, any amalgama-
around and starved of resources and funds. | believe we witlons that would occur, would be voluntary. In answer to
start to see the effects of that critical shortage of researctiirect questions we were told, a number of times, that
money in the short term rather than the long term. In the pastmalgamations between councils would be voluntary. This
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was supposed to be the starting point. However, in a climatep to 50 per cent of their income. In effect, that would mean
where there was widespread recognition that there should m®uncils tendering out nearly all their services. One might
local government reform and councils were already preparingionder whether this is the hidden agenda behind big business
for it—and there was the Victorian example that localand other businesses being so keen to force amalgamations
government reform was and is possible—the Minister foron councils and to introduce this reform. It has been shown
Local Government Relations decided to send the matter offi the United Kingdom—the only other place to introduce

to a ministerial advisory group. The group was given a widehis sort of measure—that big business eventually benefits
ranging brief, one might suspect, because the Minister did ndtom compulsory competitive tendering. The large com-
have a clue about what he wanted out of the process or hopanies, such as Serco, to which the Government has been

it might be achieved— talking, have garnered all the business arising from the
The Hon. W.A. Matthew: He would have a lot better tendering out of services. Evidence from the United Kingdom
idea than you. Do you understand the brief? shows that those services inevitably decline and that the

Ms HURLEY: | understand it a lot better than the recipients of those services have difficulty in finding a
Minister, | think. At least | have consulted with the councils responsible person to whom to complain as the services
a bit better. However, the Minister set up this process whiclgradually deteriorate and that they have to pay more for them.
was longer than expected. The councils, the Local Govern- As we encourage local government to get into a more
ment Association, and whoever else was interested, we@mmunity service oriented area, we shall find that compul-
given a very short time to put in submissions about a mattesory competitive tendering will force councils out or cause
that was so critical to their long-term future. Nevertheless, weéhose services to be run on a much cheaper, shoddier and
had a fairly representative group on the ministerial advisorynore ineffective basis. For example, the Elizabeth City
group—the so-called MAG group—and eventually it cameCouncil runs a child care centre. Under compulsory competi-
down with a very thick report that dealt with a number of tive tendering, that management would be let out every four
issues, not only amalgamations but widespread changes to thefive years, so parents could be facing a different manage-
way in which councils operated. ment structure and way of operating every five years.

The Government’s initial response was a very strong We have to consider whether private companies operating
commitment to the report. The Minister’s press release wafor profit on a restricted budget will provide as good a service
quite euphoric—that this would be the way of the future andas the council-based service. This is so even in the parks and
the way in which local government was to reform itself. Thegardens area. We have examples of private companies, keen
Government was supported by its backers in big business. b win the tender, putting in a low tender price and then
was very anxious to have this happen. For a while it talkedinding that, contrary to their expectations, the regular council
tough. For a couple of weeks it was extremely hard about thismployees were doing a good job within their limited budget
but, in the end, it could not deliver what big business wantedand, those companies being unable to maintain the standard
After much ringing of hands and discussion, it caved in to itsof service provided by council employees and still make a
backbenchers and the Government came up with a neprofit, standards have slipped. As they are on a four or five-
formula to appease this huge gang of backbenchers who ayear contract, the ratepayers complain to the council and the
nervous about their seats and the process. council has to renegotiate with the private contractors who,

We are yet to see the results of this compromise. We havapart from being paid, have no particular loyalty or desire to
heard a bit about it. There have been reports in the media arsgrve the ratepayers of that area.
various rumours circulating through the councils, butitwas Problems with responsiveness have been noted in many
announced in the Governor’s speech that we should have tlageas, and | suspect that is what we shall soon see coming out
local government reform legislation in our hands fairly soonof the Victorian experience. The agenda is to force down the
| am very anxious to see it because the Government's proceks/el of services by holding or reducing the amount of
and attitude has been marked by great indifference to locélinding. This is what we have seen with the Government's
government and the Local Government Association. This hasealth budgeting system. The money has been held or cut and
been a characteristic of the Government’s attitude all alondjospitals have had to cut services to meet those budgets. That
that is, it has not been prepared to allow this third tier ofis exactly what will happen to council services.
government be responsible for the direction of its own Another area in which | have a particular interest is
destiny. This Government has been prepared, in a vergousing. Some time ago a customer satisfaction survey was
Kennett like manner, to dictate what local government willcarried out among Housing Trust tenants, and the results
do. However, its backbenchers have shown more nervousnegenerally were excellent. There was a high level of satisfac-
and perhaps more practicality and sense in rejecting the initidlon among tenants with the services that they get from
response. | will be very interested to see what happens witHousing Trust staff over many areas, including telephone
the compromise and whether it will listen to local governmentcontact, visits and information provided by the trust. That
this time around. reflects a long history of service by the Housing Trust, pride

The Labor Opposition was keen to listen to local govern-by the staff of the Housing Trust in their jobs, empathy with
ment and has had discussions with it. We held a Labotheir clients, and recognition that they are doing a very good
Listens meeting, which was very well attended by representgeb performing a vital and well recognised service to the
tives from both metropolitan and country councils. They wergeople of this State. It is imperative to maintain that pride in
angry at the way they had been treated by this Governmerand commitment to the South Australian Housing Trust. | am
they were angry at the indifference that they had been showmot sure that this Government will maintain that commitment;
by this Government; and they were angry at not beind will be watching closely as the Commonwealth-State
consulted. Housing Agreement is negotiated.

One of the things about which they were particularly angry  In the area of maintenance, there was not quite so much
was the concept of compulsory competitive tendering. Theatisfaction. About 23 per cent, or one in five tenants, were
MAG report talked about councils being forced to tender ounot happy with the standard of maintenance provided. |



72 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Thursday 28 September 1995

expect that that would vary considerably around the State. laver many years. They have taken advantage of the good
my electorate there is a lot of old housing stock that needpublic education system, secure affordable housing in this
urgent and ongoing maintenance, and a number of complaint®untry and high quality basic services. They have a good
have been made to my office about the standard of mainteducation, have been given that lift up and are now comfort-
nance. ably off. However, it seemed that all those people were
Maintenance is an area from which it is so easy to cuprepared to forget about those less fortunate than themselves.
funds. It is a soft target in the budget process, but it is veryWhen asked about it, one said that he gives freely to charity.
hard for the tenants, and hard for the Housing Trust staffThat is really not good enough. We need to maintain those
when requests for ordinary routine maintenance have to b&orts of services in our society so that our free and equal
knocked back because the region has no money left f@ociety can continue and so that people born into poor
maintenance. This is happening all the time, and it involvesircumstances can make their way up to these comfortable
not only maintenance but also modifications required to helgircumstances and can achieve what they want to if they want
people live in houses. One of my constituents is about to gto.
into a wheelchair, but she is facing the possibility of having  That situation is deteriorating in our society because of
to move from the area, where her family and friends live this attitude by people who are comfortably off that they do
because the Housing Trust cannot afford the modificationsot want to be taxed any more or do not want to give
required to her house. That is very sad. anything of their own back to the society from which they
The second matter that has caused problems is the nawight have come. They are sending their children to expen-
credit policy. | have been told that in the last financial yearsive private schools so that they can network and be insulated
there was a 31 per cent increase in the number of evictiorfsom any of the problems in society. They have turned their
among Housing Trust tenants. This is actual evictions: peopleacks on the people from the sorts of background from which
thrown out of their house. The total number of tenants evictethey have come.
last year was 165, so that means that 165 families were The people in this Government are part of this attitude.
thrown out of their Housing Trust home onto the street. ThéNowhere is that better illustrated than in the attitude the
new credit policy does not allow those people who are evicte@overnment has taken to education. My electorate predomi-
to access any of the other Housing Trust services. Assistanoantly comprises young families, and education is important
with a bond to getinto private rental is not available to themto them. They are people on either social security benefits or
In my office | have had an instance where a family with fourvery low incomes. Public education is very important to
children was evicted from their house. Those children wer¢hem. Most are very keen to improve the lot of their children
farmed out among separate relatives and did not know whera society, and public education is one way—perhaps the
they would go from there. most important way—to do this. This Government is taking
In my view the Housing Trust has always had a correcsteps that will erode the quality of that public education, so
policy of broadly based public housing, so that anyone whahat anyone who wants a decent education will probably end
does not own a house is able to access public housing. O going to a private school.
of the basic rationales behind public housing is that it is Mr Rossi: They do that now.
housing for a last resort; for these people who cannot manage Ms HURLEY: They should not have to send their
and cannot get a roof over their head, the Housing Trust ishildren to private schools to get a decent education.
always there for them. That is no longer so. If you have any Mr Rossi interjecting:
sort of debt, the chances are you will be down the eviction MsHURLEY: They may send their children to religious
trail. If you have an old debt you will not be able to get into schools for religious reasons, and that is fine, but equal
the Housing Trust; you will not be able to get a bond to getquality education should be available at public schools. The
into private rental; you will not be able to transfer to anotherGovernment’s attitude to public education is revealed in the
Housing Trust home. That is causing a great deal of hardshiguts it is making to school services officers, the SSOs. The
in many areas, and over the past three months | have notic&50Os are of critical importance in education. In the schools
in my office a great increase in the number of complaintdn my area the school services officers play a vital role in
about this matter. helping many of the disadvantaged children who come to
In other smaller areas, the Housing Trust is cutting baclkoublic schools in catching up on some of the things on which
in many ways. There is no longer support when people movthey miss out in their early years, including the developing
into a private rental house and need help with the bonds farsf good speech and an ability to read and write and good
essential services such as gas and electricity. The Housirsgcial behaviour. Many children in these disadvantaged areas
Trust will no longer help with that. A single mother with a have behavioural problems and have not been encouraged by
couple of young children cannot get help with furnituretheir parents; or, if they have been encouraged, sometimes
removal or other ancillary services. These sound like smatheir parents do not know how to do that most effectively.
things to the Government, which is not aware of the difficul-  The school services officers play a vital role in catching
ties confronting poorer people. The Government dismissesp these children so that they have a good start in life. Most
it, but it causes a great deal of everyday hardship for peoplef the SSOs in the public schools in my area come from the
in poor circumstances. area. They usually start off volunteering their time and
There was an article in the ladfeekend Australiathat  gradually it gets to the stage where the school is able to offer
dealt with the new rich. People were apparently keen teéhem a few paid hours. They understand the area, understand
emphasise this; through their own merit they had made thethe children and are very effective in what they do. That is
way up in the world. The family income, among the groupquite apart from the basic jobs that SSOs need to do such as
under discussion, was over $100 000 a year. These people aliswering telephones, doing the accounts and taking care of
seemed to be interested only in their own further advancehe grounds.
ment. Many had come from a poor background and made use We have had a suggestion from the Government that
of the social security net that has been built up in this countryolunteers are able to do that job. Just one of the uninformed
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and unintelligent responses from the member for Lee was thaeople are disappearing while the support for those people is
unemployed people should be able to be stuck in those jolisappearing.

to do them. | do not know if any of the schools in his The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
electorate invited him to see what SSOs do. Last week | wemhember’s time has expired.

to many of the schools in my area and saw that very little of

what SSOs do could be done by casual volunteers dropping Mrs PENFOLD (Flinders): I rise to support the motion
into the school at any time to take over that work. It wouldof the member for Frome and to congratulate Dame Roma on
not be possible unless you had an SSO to do voluntedier opening speech. | also congratulate her on her tireless
coordination. Most of those schools are losing an SSO whwork representing the Queen in our State. It was not until |
had to cover all these other jobs. came into this place that | realised just what a dedicated and

If one looks at the regulations, it can be seen that voluntireless worker she is. Another person of a similar calibre was
teers are not even adequately covered by insurance at schodllan Glover. He was one of the great men we will remember
Any volunteers working at a school have to use up all theion Eyre Peninsula. He was a successful farmer, husband,
own insurance or benefits before they are covered bfather and community worker, with time for everyone and
Education Department insurance. For example, if someorgverything. He will be greatly missed, especially by the
doing casual, part time or shift work was able to help out apeople of Eyre Peninsula, and | take this opportunity to offer
the school, but injured themselves and was away from workly condolences to his wife Ronda and his children Peter,
for a few weeks, they would have to use up all their holidaysMerilyn, Steven and Lisa and their families.
and sick leave from their work before they would startto be My electorate of Flinders was mentioned several times in
covered by the Education Department. | cannot imaginéler Excellency’s opening speech and, with its enormous size
volunteers flocking in under those circumstances. of 34 000 square kilometres and its enormous potential, | was

Mr Becker interjecting: not surprised. After the negative speech we have just been

Ms HURLEY: Families in my electorate work very hard subjected to, itis my great pleasure to talk about some of the
with their limited income. They give what they can to the positives of this great State, some of the things that will
school and they work very hard for the school. That may bereate the wealth that we must have to be able to afford all the
good enough for the wealthy people in your area; they magervices that we all want for the people who live in this State.
be able to give enough to support the school, but in my ared the 21 months since | have been elected to represent
they are unable to give any more. Most of the schools in myrlinders in this Parliament, the advances in aquaculture alone
area have approximately 80 per cent school card recipientsave been nothing short of phenomenal. This has happened
Those parents are not able to pay any fees, much le$sseveral areas: research, development of existing industries,
increased fees, to cover the sorts of services with which thigetting up new industries, preservation and conservation of
Government is dispensing. They are the basic facts of thée resource, protection of the environment, and in reviewing
matter: you are overlooking the people who are too poor teurrent structures.
give any more. All the time you are increasing charges in Aquaculture is a form of primary production. It is quite
other areas to make them even poorer. What is happenirttistinct from the harvesting of fish in the wild, even if that
under these circumstances is that support for families who afgarvesting is limited by quotas. Wild fish are not put in the
trying to get ahead is fast disappearing. ocean by human effort. The production of animals—fish,

I note, particularly in my area, that we have had the Paranolluscs, crustacea—by means of aquaculture is basically
District Counselling Service and Carelink both ceasesimilar in concept to growing chickens or pigs for meat under
operating, whilst other charges have increased, with éntensive farming methods. In late January 1995, Premier
toughening up by Government departments in what they wilDean Brown asked the South Australian Development
do. This ‘core business’ term, used to cover the retraction oEouncil to examine development opportunities for the
all sorts of services, is causing great hardship for people inquaculture industry in this State. The purpose of the review
my area. | have had an unprecedented number of peop¥eas to outline the structure of the aquaculture industry as it
coming in to my office telling me that their essential servicescurrently stands, to identify its sustainable competitive
such as gas, electricity and even water, have been cut offdvantages, to identify its growth potential and to identify any
because they cannot afford to pay the Bill. They cannot go timpediments to the industry in achieving its growth potential.
the Para District Counselling Service for help with funding; | am indebted to the South Australian Development
they are redirected to FACS. They cannot go to Carelink foCouncil, more particularly the review committee, whom | will
help in managing difficult children or their family circum- be quoting in my remarks about aquaculture. The committee
stances; they are told to go to FACS. Could FACS get arstablished to undertake the review was comprised of: Robert
increase in staff and resources to cover this? No. So, familieehomas as Chairman, Michael Angelakis, Ted Chapman,
in my area are left without the support they require to hel@aryl Evans, Rob Lewis, Vic Neverauskas, Joe Puglisi, Jim
their children to contribute to society in a meaningful way. Raptis, and Neal Grant as Executive Officer. | was delighted

I now come to the subject of jobs. Again this Governmenthat Daryl Evans and Joe Puglisi of Port Lincoln had an input
is talking about jobs in Information Technology while into the review, as both have many years experience in many
allowing a number of international companies into the areabranches of the fishing industry. Aquaculture is the farming
Texas Instruments in Elizabeth is about to close down and gaf aquatic species, including fish, molluscs, crustacea, and
away. That Information Technology type job is disappearingcovers breeding hatching, raring, cultivation and husbandry
while the Government buys in jobs in other areas. It is simplyfor the sale of these species.
not good enough while the Government is also shedding jobs The value of aquaculture production in 1994-95 is
for basic working people in services like TransAdelaide andestimated at $87 million, which will increase to more than
EWS. As the water management is sold—and no-one wil$100 million next year. Significant production sectors in
convince me that it is being anything other than sold, and994-95 were: tuna, $90 million; oysters, $5 million; and
soon to be in councils, no doubt—all those jobs for workingbarramundi, $3.3 million. Minor production sectors were in
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fresh-water crayfish, $1.15 million; abalone $.03 million; failure to produce management plans for certain areas. Mr
rainbow trout, $.24 million; and mussels, $.1 million. Rock Graham Broughton, deregulation officer in the Premier’s
lobster and snapper are developing aquaculture sectors. Byepartment, has been given the job of streamlining the
the year 2000, the total value of production of the existingorocessing of applications.

aquaculture industry is expected to be $280 million, as | ease tenure, which has been a source of grave concern,
mentioned in the Governor's speech. This should be regardeghs also been addressed by the Liberal Government. Tenure
as the minimum achievable in the current business climate,greements for aquaculturists carrying out animal farming or
and the true value of aquaculture in South Australia couldattening in waters under the control of the State were quite
easily be underestimated. At this figure, it will be the singleynsatisfactory for the aquaculturists. The tenures were all
Iargest sector, by value, of South Australia’s fish prOdUCtionannua| |icencesy not leases. Many pe0p|e had invested
Significant areas of production by the year 2000 will be tunagybstantial amounts in assets which were located in specific
oysters, abalone, mussels and barramundi, the great majoriiyeas of State-owned water-covered land, for which they had
of this being in my electorate of Flinders. very short term tenure. Such a procedure was commercially
In addition, there are considerable opportunities for theyigh risk and unsuitable for banking. | am pleased to say that

aquaculture of other species, both for human consumptiofhe Government has established a basis for secure tenure of
and those for other uses which are not included in the abovggse sites.

value estimates. In Port Lincoln we are also developing the tna farms, which have been established in Boston
scientific, technical, education and support services. They aig, 'have been the subject of theft of farm fish, a significant
other income generating areas which will grow W'th the|oss to the industry, especially when you consider that each
growth of aquaculture production. Overseas VISitors args ihase fish can be worth more than $2 000. Amendments to
already coming to Port Lincoln. | am proud that Southy,e Fisheries Act will provide aquaculture licensees with

Australia has established an international reputation as &dequate protection from theft. Access to brood stock is
producer of quality seafood, mainly through the efforts of,,yher sometimes contentious area which has held back

companies involved in producing and marketing captured fis evelopment and which has been addressed by this
products. The South Australian aquaculture industry cags overnment.

benefit from this reputation. | digress for a moment to highlight the achievements and

The State has manifold competitive advantages in thijaerseverance of a pioneer in abalone breeding, Don Morrison
aquaculture. These are: a consistent supply of quality produ . ; '
d pply of quality p f Louth Bay, situated about 25 kilometres north of Port

a clean environment, which is an outstanding competitive . In. Mr Don Morri b h and - i
advantage world wide; suitable coastal waters; suitable aregd'¢0'n- Mrbon Vorrison began résearch and experimenta-
on on farming abalone in 1982. He was the first person in

for aquaculture in fresh water; sustainable aquacultur . . > >
g d ustralia to get abalone to spawn in captivity and the first to

techniques to maintain the environment; availability of X
suitable land, a premium in most other places in the world9row the larvae to small animals. He was at the forefront of

climatic diversity both on land and in the sea; a low incidencé’es.eamh. |nCth|(_? Wo_rl(_i. t";\]t tBe_tlrg% there v(\;as somGe work
of disease; a range of species; ability to supply fresh seafodP!nd on In California in the United States and some Govern-

product to overseas markets during the northern hemisphe erfn subs;dlﬁedeork degl_pan, b[L)’.t nof a;1bal_?ne faffns-
winter; an established marketing infrastructure; man rofessor John Grant and Trevor Dix of the Tasmanian

examples of world leading fish farming technology: aFisheries Department were also trying to get abalone to

significant research capability; and a program to provide higﬁpﬁwn' Dforr]l_ Morrison has spent huno:]r_eds of thousands ?f
level education and training in the aquaculture businesi0 arls do IS ((j)wn mct)_ney. tc;hget tlc; this fpr%s?nt sti'geho
There are, however, impediments to achieving the potentigf’©W'€dge and Expertse in the culture or abalone. He has

of aquaculture for this State. Accordingly, the Governmen{eceIVEd no Government money and, in fact, t_he story of the
has given clear directions to the Department of Primar ast 13 years has been one of hindrance, conflict ar_ld setbacks
Industries of South Australia to give greater emphasis to th om thg Government, bureaucracy and other sections of the
needs of aquaculture. The head of the aquaculture unit i shing industry. | wonder how many people would hgvg
Primary Industries (PISA) will report directly to the Chief perse\(ered for more than 13 years before at last receiving
Executive of PISA rather than to the Director of Fisheries, SOCMe income from their work.

The first licences granted for aquaculture 10 years or so | he aquaculture of abalone is on the threshold of blossom-
ago involved seven departments and five Ministers. Théng into a multi-million dollar industry creating employment
approval process is still a barrier, and therefore it will bein regions that need such opportunities more than anything
streamlined. Most app”cations to carry out aquacunur@lse, Whlle. aIsp brlnglng |ncome into the State for the benefit
involve, as a minimum, approval for a change of land us@f all who live in South Australia. | wonder how many people
which requires approval as development under the Developvill ever pause for a moment to thank the Don Morrisons of
ment Act 1993. As regards considering and approvinghis yv_orld for the benefits derived from their initiative and
applications regarding aquaculture, the Developmengacrifice.

Assessment Commission will delegate this power to an Access to brood stock is of paramount importance to
aguaculture committee especially for this job. In theory, theabalone hatcheries which will be offered a choice of two
approval process appears to be an orderly way of handlingiechanisms. First, hatcheries can utilise the existing access
applications, with certain departmental representatives beirgystem under which they are required to use nominated
delegates of Ministers to approve applications in respect dfcensed divers to collect brood stock requirements, after
land use. There was a major backlog of about 130 applicagiving divers appropriate notice. Secondly, hatcheries can
tions at the time the aquaculture committee of the Soutlaccess abalone brood stock through the market mechanism
Australian Development Council made its first report in Aprilby purchasing a small quantity of quota through direct
this year. Some of those applications were more than twaoegotiations with quota holders. Access to the wild fishery
years old. The major stumbling block in the process was thby hatcheries would be via a permit under the Fisheries Act
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allowing permit holders to collect their own brood stock andLincoln, where juvenile mussels spontaneously colonise the
to dispose of the surplus brood stock as they wish. nets surrounding the tuna farms. Development licences have

Farming tuna is a world first that was developed in Porbeen granted to a major fish processing company for a
Lincoln. When quotas for southern blue fin tuna threatenedesearch and development program on this species at four
the viability of operators, the idea of growing out the tunasites near Kangaroo Island. This program is being undertaken
caught in the wild to a more valuable market size was bornby the South Australian Research and Development Institute.
South Australian based tuna fishermen, in consultation witkny large scale development is dependent on the results of
Japanese and South Australian researchers, the latter from tiés research program, but production in 1995-96 is expected
South Australian Research and Development Institutéo be worth $100 000. Applications for development licences
(SARDI), developed a system for the harvesting and subsder keeping mussels in Boston Bay are currently under
guent agistment of tuna. The principal market is the highlyconsideration. No specific lease area has been determined for
prized sashimi market in Japan. mussel farming; however, interstate and overseas experience

Under the system, tuna fishermen catch their respectiveuggests that leases exceeding five to eight hectares are viable
guota in the southern ocean and then transfer the live fish fior single owner-operator ventures. However, to be financial-
pens located in Boston Bay, Port Lincoln. The tuna are helty viable, mussel farming relies on a significant volume of
for periods of up to eight months, depending on the producproduction, and current lease applications in Port Lincoln are
tion and marketing strategies of the individual tuna farmersictually for 20 hectare sites.
and also the market demand in Japan. Barramundi is another fish which is new to my electorate,

Over this period the tuna are fattened and conditioned oalthough it is currently grown at two other locations in South
a diet of pilchards. However, manufactured diets are beindustralia. Among those interested locally is Peter Schaefer
tested. The fish are harvested as sashimi tuna for the Japane$@ort Lincoln, who is researching recirculating tanks with
market, where they can fetch up to $50 per kilogram dependx view to setting up a Barramundi farm. Intensive fish
ing on the size and condition of the fish. The sashimi markefarming technology based on bio-filtration and recirculation
is highly selective and very demanding on quality. Productiorof water has been developed. The technology allows for
of tuna in Boston Bay is about 2 000 tonnes per year wortlintensive fish farming in a very small area and with minimal
an estimated $50 million to $80 million based on a pricewater usage. Recirculating fish farm technology is used
range of $25 to $40 a kilo but, as | said, going up to $50 aaround the world but the particular design in South Australia
kilogram and higher. In a SARDI trial some of the fish haveis unique in all aspects including efficiency of water treat-
been kept for two years or more in an attempt to grow tunanent, utilisation and space. South Australia is home to this
to spawning size and maturity. technology.

The aquaculture of oysters is another success story which This is the kind of initiative that will benefit all the people
had its beginning in my electorate. In fact, the five majorof this State through increased export earnings. South
lease areas are all on Eyre Peninsula: Denial Bay, nedwstralia has established an international reputation as a
Ceduna, Smokey Bay, Streaky Bay, Coffin Bay and Franklirproducer of quality seafood while the seafood industry has
Harbor, Cowell. Small numbers of leases are also located asstablished a reputation for consistency in the supply of
Louth Bay near Port Lincoln and at Nepean Bay, Kangaroauality product to the international and domestic markets.
Island, which is also in the electorate of Flinders. The 85This reputation enhances the ability of South Australian
current licensed leaseholders occupy a total of 600 hectareseafood suppliers to secure favourable, long-term supply
Leases range from four to 10 hectares, with the industrgontracts. Our clean environmentis an outstanding competi-
generally indicating that 10 hectares is the most viablgive advantage world-wide in marketing this seafood. South
manageable unit size. Total production possible from théustralia has a global reputation as having a relatively clean
leases is about three million dozen oysters a year or aboand unpolluted environment. This is especially true in regard
3000 to 3 500 tonnes of product. to aquaculture undertaken in coastal waters because the State

Rock lobster, which is better known as crayfish, is arhas extensive areas of coastline with little or no urban
industry that has experienced enormous highs and lows oveevelopment.
the years, and again it is in Port Lincoln that experiments We on Eyre Peninsula have at times bewailed our
have begun this year to harvest crayfish in the wild and holdeparation by distance from the centre of the State’s activi-
and grow them out to achieve high returns. The initiativeties; however, this distance has now become one of our
came out of an aquaculture group of rock lobster fishermehiggest assets in relation to aguaculture. In South Australia
who combined with the Northern Zone Rock Lobsterthere are extensive areas of relatively low lying coastal land
Fishermen'’s Association to set up a commercial experimergdjacent to good quality oceanic water. Most of this is in my
in Boston Bay. Port Lincoln rock lobster fisherman Neil electorate, some being in the South-East of the State.
Bicknell said that the trials had proved that lobsters could b&lumerous small and shallow embayments around Eyre
held in commercial densities. One or two lobsters have beeReninsula have only small regional centres nearby. Waste
held in aguariums and a dozen or so have been held iwater from the larger regional centres of Port Lincoln,
reticulating tanks for longer periods. Ceduna and Streaky Bay is either fully treated or disposed of

However, this was the first successful trial at such an land, thus minimising risks and the perception of possible
magnitude as we understand it in Australia. The farming otontamination. In many instances, coastal land is inexpensive
lobsters will give fishermen greater control of the sale of theimand infrastructure, while somewhat deficient, can be made
product and, therefore, greater stability in their industryadequate for commercial viability.

Fishermen will be released from the situation where they are Despite having few significant catchments of fresh water,
at the mercy of overseas buyers during times when there Bouth Australia has areas where sufficient surplus water
a glut of lobsters on the market. exists to support aqguaculture development: Kangaroo Island

The farming of mussels, already a success in the Easteis one of these places. One of the biggest concerns with the

States and New Zealand, looks set to also be a success in Pexpanding interest in activity in aquaculture relates to
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environmental sustainability as a significant component o$ignificant steps in this regard. South Australia has a
established and proposed developments. Tuna farming significant research capability through the South Australian
Boston Bay is managed to minimise the range of possibl®esearch and Development Institute (SARDI) and both the
impacts on the bay, and the industry is committed to arrlinders and Adelaide Universities.
environmental monitoring program and the development of However, by far the most exciting development has been
an environmental code of practice. The oyster industry is onthe establishment of the Marine Science Centre at Kirton
of the most regulated in the world with a view to minimising Point on land made available by Port Lincoln City Council.
environmental impacts. This regulation is in the form of The centre, attached to Flinders University, will be opened
limits on stocking densities, available area for developmenin 1 October. The project has been supported magnificently
proportion of water beds allocated for leases, site rehabilitaby the fishing industry and local people who, together, have
tion, insurance and a commitment to an environmentatontributed close to $700 000 which, with an anticipated
monitoring program and industry environmental code of$750 000 of Commonwealth funding, will mean a small
practice. outstanding debt on opening day. The current estimated cost
The Environment Protection Authority has sought theis $1.5 million with an additional $380 000 extension to
support of PISA to develop a similar environmental code ohouse the present SARDI fishing research staff located in the
practice with the freshwater crayfish farming industry onPort Lincoln area. Campaign chairman, Ross Haldane, said
Kangaroo Island. The perception that the industry in Soutlthat Eyre Peninsula sports clubs were losing about 280 young
Australia has given a high priority to conducting its activitiespeople from the region every year. Nevertheless, when
in harmony with the environment is a major advantage in thepproached for funding, each contributed as they were able.
industry in the political arena which also influences the longThe Port Lincoln Orienteers (a non-profit club) donated $10
term marketing prospects of the industry. This is especiallyvhich, as Ross said, may not seem very much; however, itis
important where markets understand that farm managemetite principle behind the gift that has shown the strength of
is such that it will not affect the long-term viability of the our community support.
operation through either disease, habitat or political influence. It is an example to the rest of the State which will be
Throughout much of the world, coastal land has beemampered by the enormous debt inherited from the misman-
heavily developed through industrialisation and urbanisatioragement of the former Labor Government and which will, for
In both cases, this has affected not only the quality of long time to come, affect what the Government can do.
adjacent water but also the availability of coastal land. Southocal people working with the Government, and prepared to
Australia’s geographical spread across a range of latituddsack their requests with action of this kind, will find a ready
provides scope for the development of a range of species amahd willing partner in the Brown Liberal Government. The
techniques for aquaculture. The waters of the Southern Oce#&tinders University and the South Australian Department for
are generally stable in temperature while the waters in thEmployment, Training and Further Education have estab-
gulfs reach tropical ranges in the summer months. While itished a partnership program to provide higher level educa-
is acknowledged that the aquaculture industry in Southion and training in aquaculture in South Australia.
Australia is still in its infancy, there have been few incidents  Itis intended that this partnership will provide a focus for
of disease in fish farming activities due in part to the rigorousollaboration between research and extension agencies,
management practices put in place by industry participant&ducation providers and the aguaculture industry. Courses in
The ability to market fresh seafood product to overseasquaculture are in place at secondary level, thus leading into
markets during the northern hemisphere winter is an advarertiary study. My Federal colleague, Barry Wakelin, the
tage to all Australian producers. This advantage can bmember for Grey, has joined with me in establishing a
further enhanced through aquaculture operations which aseholarship for postgraduate study at the Marine Science
land-based and at least partially isolated from climactidCentre. One of the most exciting aspects of the Marine
variations. For example, South Australian barramundi farm&cience Centre at Port Lincoln has been the interest shown
are able to market product throughout the year. Farmers iby qualified people from overseas wanting to come here and
northern Queensland and the Northern Territory are restrictechrry out research. | can see this as an expanding area of
to the summer months only and, as a result, South Australiaoverseas income for the State.
product dominates the marketplace during the Australian |turn now to an issue where the Government recognised
winter. But the story does not stop there. Anything that ighe need for reform, on which, indeed, it has introduced
growing needs continual monitoring, and it is recommendedignificant reforms already, but in relation to which the
that the industry be reviewed again in six months. One of th&overnment has been hampered by the Democrats in another
aims of that review will be to see whether impedimentsplace in doing all that needs to be done. | refer to WorkCover.
identified in the first review still remain. Some of the negative practices that were allowed to develop
A strategic plan for the aquaculture industry needs to bender the previous Government have been addressed.
developed so that the provision of the necessary StaMorkers need protection—I have not found anyone who will
infrastructure keeps pace with the rate of private investmerargue against that. Nevertheless, WorkCover premiums
in the industry. Part of that plan should be to consolidate int@resent a significant block to employment and therefore
one Act all or the majority of matters relevant to aquacultureadvancement of industry. It must be recognised that excessive
The aquaculture success story is not only for fishermen: thedemands on business simply mean that businesses do not
are numerous spin-offs for other industries. For instancegrow and therefore do not employ.
artificial food for tuna is being researched and manufactured | have been informed of several alarming examples of the
locally in Port Lincoln. Equipment is needed, most of whichcost of WorkCover to employers. | mention just one example
has to be purpose designed and built—again, in Port Lincolrtoday. The cost of WorkCover to Lincoln Bacon Specialists
Adequate research and education are essential if the potentfiat the 1995-96 financial year has been estimated at more
of aquaculture is to be fully realised and collapses in théhan $101 350 on a payroll of $1 million. The WorkCover
industry are to be avoided. The Government has takelevies for 1994-95 were $68 658, and reimbursement for
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claims in the same period amounted to $20 558, leaving aknock every issue, every form of development and every
excess of $48 100 paid to Workcover for 1994-95. effort to restructure and reorganise some of the Government
WorkCover, of course, is not the only overhead. Adddepartments where the bureaucracy was developing into a
superannuation and payroll tax and the outlay by Lincolrhuge monolith and outstripping the benefits to the people.
Bacon Specialists for the past year is in the vicinity of  The cut backs to the bureaucracy started some five years
$170 000. Even this is only part of the overheads incurred bggo, so it involves not just the Liberal Party. Previous
the business in employing staff. While generous conditiong.dministrations in this State—by stealth more than anything
of employment are to be applauded, we all—and workerglse—had started to rein in the costs to the taxpayer. Now that
especially—must ensure that we do not price ourselves othe Liberal Party is in government, that is simply a no-no.
of a job. The cost of WorkCover must be brought to a morePart of the problem is that the Government is caught up in a
acceptable level. The Government’s legislative changes hagtuation where no effective wage and/or salary increases
already meant that WorkCover has reversed decisions teave been granted to certain public servants since 1990. So,
increase levy collection this year by $40 million. Theijt is of no surprise that we have these concerted little
Parliament should not stand in the way of further Governmentampaigns around the place seeking quite large pay increases.
amendments, which would reduce levy rates to a nationallyt was an horrific problem to reorganise the finances of the
competitive level. State, to sort out the deficit and to arrange a satisfactory level
I have been astounded at the ignorance that perceives Eyséfinancial management.
Peninsula as a dust bowl that should be forgotten. Eyre whilst | have been a great supporter of Auditors-General
Peninsula grows 40 per cent of the State’s grain in a Normah the past and the freedom that they enjoy and the opportuni-
year and as much as one half of the State’s grain in a goag they have to inform all members of Parliament exactly
year. Take that income out of the State and everyone sufferghat is happening with the State finances—and | will do
As mentioned in Her Excellency the Governor’s speech, thignything | can to support the Auditor-General in fully
region supports annual primary production valued at $1.7%eporting to the Parliament his independent point of view—
billion. Our agricultural community has suffered to a greatefihere is no doubt that we are having difficulty in the area of
extent than any other section of the Australian nation over thgept management. | will seek further explanation from the
past decade. However, there are pointers to a bright future fa{yditor-General when he visits the Economic and Finance

this section of the economy. It has been said that one persorgsommittee in a few weeks. The Auditor-General, at page 51
loss is another’s gain, and | can foresee this coming true igf his report, ‘Part A Audit Overview, states:

the prices paid for grain. The purpose of providing this commentary is to continue the
The PE,PUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable ,cys of previous reports, particularly my report for 1992-1993 and
member’s time has expired. to assist readers to better understand this subject. The commentary
that follows illustrates that debt management is an area that requires
Mr BECKER (Peake): For the benefit of the Minister on close management as it has a significant influence on the State’s
the front bench, | have already made a speech as the mem lic sector finances. The estimated net interest payments for 1994-
’ . of $719 million demonstrate this point.
for Peake so, unfortunately, | cannot have the privileges o . S )
amaiden speech. However, itis a pleasure to rise and suppdiat issue has already been dealt with in this House during
the adoption of the Address in Reply, and to thank HeiQuestion Time in the past two days. However, on page 52,
Excellency the Governor for her delivery of her very valuedthe Auditor-General states:
and important speech on the opening of the third session of Short-term interest rates are normally lower than long-term rates
the forty-eighth Parliament. (though exceptional periods occur occasionally).
We in South Australia are very fortunate indeed to have It does not follow, however, that it is always the right decision
Governments (or, again, other borrowers) to borrow on the basis
a person such as Da_lme Roma as our Gove.rf‘”- She h short-term or floating interest rates, for a number of reasons
attended to her duties in one of the greatest traditions, and shg|,ding:
is admired and respected by all South Australians. Itis to her porrowers with fixed interest obligations at the time of interest
credit that she is able to visit all parts of the State. Her rate rises will, to that extent, be protected from those rises and
Excellency has a very wide interest in the State, has a keen may thus save in interest as compared with having borrowed
concern for all sectors of the community and also enjoys a short-term; another way of making this point is that, in these

. . . circumstances, the borrower will make a capital gain;
wide general knowledge of South Australia, be it the, the use of long-term, fixed interest rate debt will lead to greater

commercial, industrial, social or welfare area—in other  stapility in interest costs over time and would be appropriate for
words, across the whole spectrum. Certainly, | would dearly aborrower who, for whatever reason, placed a premium on such

like to see Dame Roma continue to be the Governor of South stability.
Australia for many years to come. | must also say that | amn 1992-93, the Auditor-General said:
very much a monarchist and | will have no part whatsoever Fund | hieving the mini tfunds has b
f a republican svstem undamental to achieving the minimum costs of funds has been
orarep y : the trend over the past two years to shorten the maturity profile of
In Her Excellency’s address the Government took thesAFAs net debt thereby taking advantage of applicable short-term
opportunity to inform the Parliament of various issues that itnterest rates.

will look at during the term of this session of Parliament. In._ While there are benefits from this position, there are also risks
‘- to be monitored and managed. For example, a high reliance on short-

her s.peech Her. Excellengy Sa'dj . ) term debt could cause difficulties when raising new borrowings

With many of its economic and financial reforms in place, my concurrently with rolling over existing debt especially when there

Government is giving priority to the achievement of long-term socialare disruptions in the market or market confidence. Short-term
benefits for the people of South Australia. interest rates are also subject to greater volatility, which can cause

Itis a tragedy that we have in Opposition a group of peopl@Udgetary problems for highly indebted borrowers.

who seem to be hell-bent on destroying anything that th&@he Treasurer has received a letter dated 27 September from
current Government wishes to do for the benefit of theStandard & Poor’s. The letter, referring to the Auditor-
people. Certain people within the Opposition have set out t&eneral’s 1995 report, states:
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Dear Mr Baker, As you may be aware, Standard & Poor's Mr BECKER: Not before | did; nobody stood up and
recently visited SAFA and held considerably detailed managemerjefended her one little bit. How the hypocrites in the

discussions as part of the broader South Australian rating revie i e _
Following those discussions, and further financial analysis, Standar: pposition can carry on as they did is beyond me. [tdemon

& Poor's considers the operational direction and procedureStrates whatis going on within the Opposition at the present
currently adopted by SAFA as reasonable for an entity managing th@oment. It is not good for government in this State if we
debt portfolio of a State with a current AA rating. have an Opposition that is totally in disarray, totally disorga-

More specifically, Standard & Poor’s considers that the strategi, ; i i
approach adopted by SAFA to gradually extend the portfolio(hlsed’ and not getting behind the effort to try to rebuild the

duration at the end of 1993, rather than move quickly to Iengthe|$tat_e’ as we expected it \_NOUId’ in a bipartisan way. In the
duration, was appropriate at the time. While, with hindsight, thisclosing years of the previous Government we were asked
strategy may have resulted in a slightly higher cost of funds, fewtime after time to support the then Labor Government in a
financial market commentators or analysts accurately predicted t'lﬂpartisan way for the betterment of South Australia. Let it

sharp rise in interest rates that occurred early in 1994. Without th ; ; e ;
ability to forecast perfectly, a gradual approach to porn‘olio(aII be judged in the future as to who is right and who is

rebalancing is seen as appropriate for a borrower with SAFASVrong, and we will see who has the interests of South
financial profile and market standing, and consistent with broadefustralia at heart. Her Excellency went on under the heading
debt management objectives such as market liquidity, stock volatilityFinancial position’:
and potential maturity profile. .

As indicated by the above, Standard & Poor's views cost tS(ljnce dytou ‘geée Itast called together, my Government has
minimisation as only one facet of debt management. Costs objectiv&dl’0duced two budgets.
must be weighed against the risks involved in attaining a desired co3that was a very historical occasion when the second budget
outtcprpe, asl rgusé aihmﬁ'agt‘)f gther OIPEE”‘“O”?' ankd ret%ylatory\,as brought into the Parliament. For many years | could
restrictions. Indeed, the Auditor-General’s Report makes this ver - ,
point on page 56 where it says that ‘the fundamental objective 0¥1ever unders_tan_d _Why we brought in the budget in August
debt management (is) the minimisation, over the long run, of interetnd dealt with it in September through to late October,
costs to State within acceptable risk parameters.” sometimes early November, for that current financial year,

I trust these words are of some assistance. _ _ 1 July to 30 June. Ever since | have been here | have always

Yours sincerely, Duncan Warwick-Champion, Associate Directorygne everything | could in the Party room and in formulating
State Finances. .

] . . .. policy to suggest that the State budget should be brought
I think that answers any criticism that we may believe is ingown early in the calendar year and be passed through
the Auditor-General's Report of the way the Treasurer iariament so that, come 1 July, all Government departments,
handling the State’s finances. We have to look at the wholgthorities and trading enterprises know exactly where they
picture, the whole outcome, as it was perceived by us, as dtand and so that their operational or financial performance
was presented, and asit will be in the future. Given afair angdan commence on 1 July and finish on 30 June the following
reasonable opportunity by the Federal Government and thgsgy.
people of South Australia, this State will rein back the costS  gq at long last we have moved towards that, although not
and development will progress as we expect. But keepj| the way. However, we are gradually getting there and we
knocking, harping, and criticising in the way it has been donepaqg an early delivery of the State budget. It involves a
and the confidence and opportunities for South Australia t§emendous amount of cooperation by Canberra, and the
grow and develop will be destroyed. If that is what thefegeral Government ought to bring down its budget in late
Opposition wants, let it be further on its head as the Statganuélry or early February so that the States know the
slowly sinks into the morass of hopelessness. situation well in advance when they are preparing their

I'am annoyed at the performance of some members of thgdgets. That is where a ot of community organisations were
Opposition. I would have thought that they would realise thatrapped by the Opposition, which led them to believe that, as
itis time everybody got together and supported a stronger anghon as the budget was brought down, they could raise issues
better South Australia. We saw the performance on openingith Government backbenchers to try to upset the budget
day in another place when members stood up at the specigrangements. The budget is locked in and fixed and will not
sitting of Parliament to elect a member to replace the Homang cannot be altered. If it is altered it means that the
Barbara Wiese. Barbara Wiese was under criticism in thgsovernment has lost the confidence of the Parliament and
media, and in the Parliament, as a result of certain allegationgyere has to be another election. It is about time these little
and they did not really concern me. | do not recall one ofissyes were explained to these community organisations that
those who sang her praises the other day standing up befagint to get out there and cause mischief in the belief that they
| did to say that they believed in her integrity. | was the onlyzre making a contribution to the State.
member of Parliament—a member of the Opposition atthe The Auditor-General referred in his report to the budget
time—who stood up and said that | could not accept what wagstimates Committees. Again, | campaigned strongly for
being said about her, and that | believed very strongly in hegyany years and it was not until we were elected to Govern-
integrity. . _ ment in 1979 that we were able to bring in Estimates

| 'have known her since 1970 when | first came herecommittees for the betterment of the Parliament and the
Barbara was a member of the typing pool and was a relievingeople of South Australia and to demonstrate open govern-
typist. | had complete and utmost faith and confidence in hefhent and greater accountability. The Auditor-General

ability to carry out any request made of her. At one stagegomments on the Estimates Committees on page 36, as
when we were told that we had to leave Parliament Housg|lows:

and open electorate offices, | offered her a _positior!. She then One of those implications concerns the Estimates Committees
explained she would not be able to accept it. That is the higiyhich were established in 1980 and which represented a potentially
regard and confidence | have had for Barbara. | was veryery useful step forward in improved systems of financial accounta-

disappointed at that time when she was under attack by orfdlity. The bringing forward this year of the budget and the hearings

the Estimates Committees has, however, had the effect of
of my colleagues, but nobody else stood up and defended h%fetracting from the usefulness of those committees because they

Nobody stood up in this Chamber and defended the Ministehaye had available far less information than previously with respect
The Hon. Frank Blevins: What absolute nonsense! to the just completed year. The committees did not have my report
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in respect of the 1994-95 financial year nor the annual reports d€athay Pacific, and they use them because that is all they
major financial agencies. o have. They got caught in ordering large numbers of these
For example, the committee examining the Department objrcraft. | notice that Singapore Airlines does not always use

Treasury and Finance did not (and could not because of timing th .
year), as it has previously, have access to the important im‘ormatiolr:be large 747 but a shorter version, the 747B, to come here.

contained in the annual reports of such bodies as the departmehbelieve that those airlines will be looking at using airbus
itself, the South Australia Government Financing Authority and otheaircraft in the future; in other words, an aircraft similar to the
Government financial institutions. Committee scrutiny v_vithothantaS 767.

access to information of this kind is bound to be less effective than The only international airline using Adelaide Airport

it could otherwise be. . . . M

. . . ) . successfully, | believe, with about 85 per cent loading, is Air
That was mentioned in Committee B, which | chaired.garyda. That Indonesian airline has taught us a lesson. If you
However, the Opposition with its experience, with the e genuine, if you really want to attract people to your
opportunity of a little work, research and homework couldcoyntry’s tourist destinations, then you organise your aircraft
have ferreted out the information in regard to the variougg pick up the people, offering them a package to where you
Government undertakings, seeking reviews and figures at thgfant them to go. | firmly believe that, if we ever want to do
date and asking for opportunities from the various Ministersgnything as far as tourism is concerned in South Australia,
While the Auditor-General may highlight those issues, itihere is no point in relying on Qantas. Forget it. It just cannot
reflects badly on an ineffective Opposition that is not doingseem to get its act together. Forget the other international
its work and, as was quite obvious, had not done its work inyjjines. We need to charter aircraft and, as a State, put

relation to the two budgets we have presented. It has missgggether package tours, develop the whole service, and
lots of opportunities to raise the questions and issues as dtrange everything for them.

should have done. For example, we should charter a 767 to commence from
The Estimates Committees are still the best form ofjong Kong, to go to Kuala Lumpur, Singapore, Japan or
dealing with the budget in Fhe Parliament. The Auditor-wherever you want to pick up the people, organise them to
General's Report, of course, is always very handy. When thetay at your own international hotel of a significant standard,
budget estimates come around next year, these documenjgd from the moment they arrive have them organised to see
will be there. There always has to be a changeover periodertain spots. Not all Asians are alcoholics. Our wineries
which causes a few difficulties. It is like drawing new appeal only to certain types of people. There are other better
boundaries: some miss out and some are far more fortunaggstinations. We should have an airport and a runway at
than others. Itis a matter of experience, ability and using thR angaroo Island that can take 737 aircraft. We should have
opportunity to examine the various lines. The chances werge same in the Flinders Ranges and at the opal fields. If we
there when the public servants were presentin the Chambe{aye packages where these people can come in, see the main
and the information could have been obtained. attractions of the State as add-ons to their destination, along
The financial position has slightly improved, as mentionedyith affordable accommodation, we could guarantee that they
in the Governor’s opening speech, by some $36 million. Thagre here for three or four days.
is healthy, and let us hope we can obtain a reasonable The only way to do it is to control the airline and the
standard of success in dealing with the budget. It is alsaccommodation. If we leave it up to others to do it for us we
pleasing to note that the Government has been able to cargye taking the easy option, and we cannot expect fast growth
out its promise with the creation of some 27 400 jobs sinceyr fast development. We have to kick-start that type of
January 1994, and employment in South Australia is théndustry in South Australia. We must kick-start tourism by
highest it has been since the recession, and certainly for fiv§oing it. Once we prove that we can build up something and
years, which is good news. be successful at it, we can sell it off to private enterprise.
We do not hear much good news about what is happeningowever, | believe that the State has to do it and be prepared
in South Australia, including the various suburbs. | know thato carry losses in the name of tourism development promo-
the industrial complexes in my electorate are busier than theyon. We will not do it unless we make a concerted effort. It
have ever been, and they are putting on people. There isig no good saying, ‘We want the people to go to Barossa
greater air of confidence and they appreciate what is happeWalley, Mclaren Vale’ or wherever. They do not want to go
ing in South Australia. You only have to go doorknocking there. We must do our homework and find out what they are
some of these smaller companies and go behind the front dotaroking for. There is much to offer on Kangaroo Island; it is
to find out what is really going on in some of our so-calledbrilliant. There is much to offer in the Flinders Ranges, and
small businesses. They are doing extremely well. They havihere is a unique opportunity to take them up to the opal
to rely on exports and many people have been working longjelds, where they can wander into the opal mines themselves.
hard hours under difficult conditions to continue the exportwe could even organise it that they select the opal they want,
growth and development of their business. It is happeningyatch the person cut it for them, and sell it to them in a
and itis up to us to support these companies, individuals angrooch, ring or whatever.
partnerships to ensure that the growth will be maintained. ~ We have to be more far more entrepreneurial—I| do not
The Governor mentioned the infrastructure for thethink we have done enough in the area of tourism. The
economy and community, particularly in relation to theopportunities are there. Extending the runway will not make
extension of Adelaide Airport’s main runway, and theany difference to exports; | am convinced of that. As yet,
preparation for an environmental impact assessment wilhobody has come up to me and said, ‘Look, | am desperate
commence shortly. | believe it will take about 15 months. Theto export this or that.” It is a matter of management. In the
extension is due for completion in the second half of 1998past, the difficulties that people have had with airlines have
I hope | will live long enough to see it, because | do notbeen simply due to poor management by all concerned. You
believe it. | am yet to be convinced that it is an economichave to follow through your product. Occasionally, you
proposition. There are only two major airlines operating inshould check it through, follow it through, and go with the
Adelaide at present using 747 aircraft: Singapore Airlines angroduct to make sure that the airlines are doing the right



80 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Thursday 28 September 1995

thing. There is just too much of a slap-happy, couldn’t care In the environment, South Australia has taken the lead in
less attitude by the transport industry in handling our exportproposing to the Commonwealth, New South Wales and
in this State. That is where we ought to crack down orVictoria the restoration of the Murray River. As all members
them—and crack down on them hard. We should just say twould know, South Australia is the gift of the Murray. As the
these organisations, ‘If you can't accept something at theld historian Herodotus said, Egypt is the gift of the Nile.
front counter and guarantee that it catches the next aircraft fbhere are similarities. If we do not recognise that gift from
Melbourne to go direct to Singapore or whatever, then younature (or the gods, as the Egyptians would have us believe)
ought to be put out of business.’ and, if we neglect it, we will surely suffer not only environ-
Nobody seems to worry. Everybody seems to be happy tmentally but also economically, because, as we know, much
sit back and complain, as we have had from the Oppositioresults from the contribution of water from the Murray. It is
time after time: do not bother about the facts, just get up and sensitive area. This Government recognises that and has
have a damn good old whinge. That is why | am getting tiredaken steps to ensure that that gift is fully appreciated and
of this grizzling attitude that everything must be done thiscomes to fruition to provide for South Australia a sustainable
way or that way so that everybody can have an easy time. #conomic and environmental future through sensible water
is about time we bent our backs, put our shoulders to thdistribution policies.
grindstone and really got on with the job of building up South  Of course, members are aware of the initiatives that this
Australia and making it a far better State for everybody toGovernment has taken in cleaning up water catchment areas.
live in. | am aware of what is happening in the Torrens River
catchment area. In fact, | have attended one of the board
Mr SCALZI (Hartley): 1, too, supportthe motion for the meetings and know that things are on track. For the first time
adoption of the Address in Reply. | commend Her Excellencya framework is in place to ensure that not only do we have
Dame Roma Mitchell on her speech. As outlined in herprojects necessary for the economic well-being of South
speech, it is evident that much has happened since thaustralia but those economic projects are being delivered in
December day in 1993. | believe that a lot more has happenegh environmental framework which will ensure even greater
for the better, and we are on track. Programs are in place isconomic benefit in the future. That has been a policy of the
all areas of Government, as outlined and, whilst the Govermew Government which came into power when so much had
ment is wisely focusing on restructuring the South Australiano be done in December 1993. Progress is being made.
economy by getting debt under control, we have not forgotten - Certainly, | disagree with members opposite that we have
all other areas of government. | can assure members oppostigh out of ideas. How can it be said that we have run out of
that under Dean Brown this Government is not only restrucideas? One just has to look at tielvertiserarticle of
turing and getting the debt under control but it also has gvednesday 20 September headed ‘Hundreds of jobs tipped
social conscience and is sensitive to the issues that are befgsegrowth boom’. I commend Greg Kelton for his article,
us. We cannot deliver welfare without creating wealth.  \which states:
. On ].'1 Decemb(_ar itwill be tv_vo years since we were voted South Australia is leading a national employment trend with a
into office. In my first speech in this place | said it was annew survey predicting major growth over the next three months.
honour and a privilege to be a member of Parliament, andHundreds of new jobs are expected in areas such as electronics,
was certainly honoured to be a member of the Dean Browhealth, information technology, transport, manufacturing and
Government. | feel just as enthusiastic today as | did therf:"9'neerng.
and the honour has not been diminished. Over the past IBhey are broad areas, so no-one can say that we are focused
months | have visited many organisations in my electorategn only one area. The article refers to health, information
including Neighbourhood Watch, school councils, businestechnology, transport and manufacturing. In other words, we
centres, groups such as elderly citizens associations, clubsliave a holistic approach in delivering to South Australia what
the area and important groups like citizens’ advocacy. | haveur people deserve. | am honoured to be part of the team that
had a good overview of what goes on in society in myis delivering so much after so many years of economic
electorate. The message is not negative, as the membaeitought. We cannot blame the weather for the mismanage-
opposite would want us to believe. People in the electorateent that occurred in the past.
are realistic. They know there were problems and they know Over the past 18 months and more recently there have
they had to be solved. That message is certainly out there lmeen complaints by organisations such as the Institute of
the community. Teachers about basic skills testing, that we were going the
Progress has taken place. Employment in South Australiarong way and that we were making enormous cuts and the
is at its highest level for almost five years and now it exceediike. However, when we look at the situation in its proper
the pre-recession peak, with the creation of 27 400 jobs singeerspective, that is not how the position is seen out in the
1994. A lot has happened, such as the agreement with tt@mmunity where people know there have been difficult
Commonwealth Government (and we must not take anythinimes. True, they would have liked us to deliver more, and the
away from when it does have positive contributions) over thésovernment is the first to say that it wanted to deliver more.
extension of Adelaide Airport’s main runway and, again, thatHowever, it is no good giving more today and making people
is on track. It is no secret that the Premier has done much aungry tomorrow. Certainly, that was the mentality of the
ensure that that will take place. The proposed Adelaide tprevious Government which said, ‘We'll give you something
Crafers highway will commence construction in 1996. So, doday; here is your sandwich, but you do not have a basic
lot of good things are happening in the State, including, ofustained diet for the future.’
course, the Southern Expressway. Tourism is on the move We acknowledge that decisions have had to be made.
and South Australia is getting its share after all the years divVhat does the community really want on these issues? Over
not being regarded in the same league as some of the oth&d per cent of parents agreed with basic skills testing, and
States. We have a lot to offer. We are offering that in Soutlthere were not the problems that the Institute of Teachers
Australia and we are well on track and on the map. claimed. | am very much aware of the problems confronting
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SSOs. As aformer teacher | know only too well the excellentvill alleviate some of their problems. No doubt the Govern-
work of school assistants. ment would like to do more, but it cannot do so without the
The Minister for Education and Children’s Services hasnecessary funds.
recognised the importance of SSOs in the school community. The Government has made great progress in reducing the
For SAIT to have a campaign against the Government is State debt by $1.3 billion in 1995. The budget deficit for
little bit insensitive to the community. It is a bit like accusing 1994-95 has been reduced to $239 million, $36 million less
a firefighter of starting a fire. Although the State was in arthan the original target, and in 1995-96 it will be reduced to
economic mess and although much has happened in the p&dt14 million. The Government is still focusing on the
18 months, from the examples | have provided | believe welevelopment of the State’s great natural strengths in food
are on track—but a lot more still needs to be done. Theroduction, mining, tourism, key manufacturing sectors and
Government had to make some difficult budget decisionsnformation technology. | believe that the Government is on
concerning our schools so that we could continue to providerack.
them with more resources than schools in other States. We Earlier this morning, the member for Napier mentioned
still have the lowest student-teacher ratio of all public schoolghe problem of maintenance in the Housing Trust. That is no
in Australia and the lowest ratio for non-Government schoolgiifferent from the backlog of maintenance in schools. She
in South Australia. South Australian schools have almost 1fbld us this morning that that maintenance is not being done
per cent more support staff than the national average. | knoand that the Government is not providing the funds. What
itis difficult to accept that the number of support officers hashappened during the past 11 years when the previous
to be cut. Itis not easy, but that is the reality we face becausg8overnment brought the State to the eleventh hour? What
of the former Government's mismanagement. happened to the backlog of maintenance in education and
| believe that SAIT is trying to divide the education other Government services then? | know that there are
community. It has distributed information sheets in theproblems with the maintenance of some Housing Trust
community which outline the work that SSOs do. | acknow-dwellings: | have visited them, and | would like the Govern-
ledge that there is no question about the importance of SSOsient to do something about them. As soon as the economy
As a former teacher | remember quite clearly the suggestiopicks up, | will be the first to voice the concerns of my
that there might be extra SSOs and one fewer teacher atcanstituents to the relevant Ministers so that that work can be
particular school. The Institute of Teachers jumped up andone, but it would be irresponsible of me as a member of the
down and said, ‘No, SSOs are different; they cannot do th&overnment and this House to ask for something which at
work of teachers.’ The Institute of Teachers was the first tahis time was not sustainable. That would prevent the State
object to that flexibility which could be put in place; how- from providing all the services that the community needs.
ever, when it suited the Institute of Teachers it said that SSOs | am very much aware of the difficulties of the people who
were all inclusive and all important. | agree with that, but letcome to see me and members opposite, but members opposite
us put it into the proper perspective. If the Government getgo not have a monopoly on compassion for and understand-
this State back on its feet—and | am sure it will—the moneding of people in difficult economic situations. That is a
will be there to provide all that we need. However, that will fallacy. As members opposite would know, | have spent most
not occur unless we are realistic about what we have tgf my teaching career in the Labor heartland. | understand the
divide. You cannot have your cake and eat it too. concerns of the people in my electorate who are less fortunate
The previous Government's mentality was to pick up thethan the average person. We must make sure that their
crumbs and throw away the loaves. Members opposite hay§toblems are redressed. That is happening. Where it can be
a go at the Government when it has to make some harglemonstrated that there are real needs, this Government does
decisions, but it was the Opposition which not only threwgct to meet those needs.
away the loaves but burnt the oven so that we could noteven | find it very difficult to understand why we are contin-

bake anything. We have to be realistic about what we cajally attacked when we are not even halfway through a term:
provide. This Government will continue to provide that baseye are being judged on the long-term perspective. Judge us
in the near future and for the tWenty-ﬂrSt Century. Even inon what we have done so far on the limited resources
these difficult times the Government is still able to provideayailable to us. The newspaper article that | cited earlier puts
training and development allocations for schools within mythis Government and the progress that has taken place into
electorate. For example, the East Marden Primary School willerspective. Again, | quote from tiSinday Mail‘Rann hit
receive $849; Hectorville Primary School, $540; Newtongn river plan stance’. This Government has an initiative to
Primary School, $475; and Norwood Morialta High School,clean up the Murray River. | believe that one of the most
$6 489. Those amounts are for training and development ofportant things we must do as a Government is to ensure
top of what the Government has delivered for the new dramghat the Murray River flows cleanly and that it will provide
Ce'Xfe at NOVWO(l)d ?ﬂd tthe rﬁbﬁl!dlt?.g of SCTf?OtITi( bes® future for South Australia. The article states:

gain, in my electorate, which Is the area that | kKnow _es ’ erce and rural groups have hit the State Labor
$140 000 has been allocated to the East Marden anawarltr;,jsugggbg%g:nto alevy plan on households o help clean up the
School for the replacement of the heating plants in twaRiver Murray. The State Government's initiative to negotiate the
buildings. It will receive a share of $5.6 million in grants for plan to clean up the River Murray for future generations has been
maintenance and minor works. In this way, the Governmerftroadly applauded.
is addressing all backlog maintenance and essential mind¥e are accused of not having a broad perspective on the
works in schools as part of its overall commitment to capitalproblems of South Australia, but we are getting things done.
works projects. When | was elected, | visited all the schooldVe have a vision for South Australia, and | believe we are on
in my electorate to see what problems they had. | could seeack and will continue to stay on track not only for the next
that there had been a lot of neglect over the past 20 yearsvo years but for the next decade, if the people of South
Even in these difficult times, when schools put forward theirAustralia wish us to continue to prepare for the twenty-first
case, the Government responds. Projects are in place whickntury.
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It has been my great honour to represent my electorate PAPERS TABLED
over the past 18 months. Some people ask me, ‘How do you
make the change from teaching to being a member of The following papers were laid on the table:
Parliament?’ | understand that teachers have a much higher By the Deputy Premier (Hon. S.J. Baker)—
approval rating than politicians—about 58 per cent compared Criminal Law (Undercover Operations) Act 1995—Report,
with 12 per cent for politicians. | suppose that is why | 1994-95
continue to tell people that | am a teacher but, if you putthe By the Minister for Industry, Manufacturing, Small
two together, | am not doing too badly. The important aspecBusiness and Regional Development (Hon. J.W. Olsen)—
is what this Government is doing for the State. | know that South Australian Ports Corporation—Report, 1994-95
at times the public is not fully appreciative of all the things By the Minister for Housing, Urban Development and
that need to be done. I can well understand people wouldocal Government Relations (Hon. J.K.G. Oswald)—
have liked us to do some things differently and to deliver Highways Act 1926—Lease Properties—Report, 1994-95
more services. As | said, | know that the Premier, Cabinet, By the Minister for the Environment and Natural
indeed the whole Government, would like to be in office atResources (Hon. D.C. Wotton)—
a time when we did not have the economic restraints we have Environment and Natural Resources, Department of—State

today because we would be able to deliver more. Water Plan—Report, September 1995.
It concerns me when people criticise the price paid for the
Myer-Remm site, but we had no choice. When one considers GARIBALDI CORONIAL INQUIRY

the $900 million, | ask the questions: how many SSOs could

we employ for $900 million; by how much would $900  The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE (Minister for Health): |
million shorten the hospital waiting lists; how much more seek leave to make a ministerial statement.

could we do to clean up our waterways with $900 million;  Leave granted.

and how much more could tourism be promoted with $900 The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: Today, the Coroner has
million? We could provide far more for South Australia’s handed down his findings in relation to the inquest into the
future if we did not have the difficulties imposed by the geath of Nikki Robinson. Members will recall the tragic death
enormous debt left by the previous Government. of Nikki Robinson on 1 February 1995. Today, our sympathy
. goes out to the Robinson family and all those families
Mr ROSSI secured the adjournment of the debate.  ffected, as it has since the epidemic arose.
The Coroner made a number of recommendations which,
in his opinion, are likely to reduce the possibility of a
recurrence of such a tragic event. The Government welcomes
the validation that the report gives to many of the actions
HENLEY BEACH BUS SERVICE which have already been taken prior to the publication of the

A petition signed by 280 residents of South AustraliaCoroner's report. The Government will pursue the other
requesting that the House urge the Government to providergcommendatlons individually or in association with national
bus service to the West Lakes Mall Shopping Centre for res®' local governm'ent authorities. _
dents of East Terrace, Henley Beach was presented by Mr The Coroner’s report proposes a reliable system of

[Sitting suspended from 1 to 2 p.m.]

Condous. providing information with respect to communicable disease

Petition received. outbreaks to medical practitioners as expeditiously as
possible. Soon after the epidemic arose a number of meetings

SCHOOL SERVICES OFFICERS were held and a method of notifying general practitioners

with greater certainty was put into place. This involved the

A petition signed by 28 residents of South Australiacooperation of the Australian Medical Association, Divisions
requesting that the House urge the Government to restord General Practice and all major pathology laboratories. The
school services officers’ hours to the level that existed wheprocess will ensure saturation coverage of all general
the Government assumed office was presented by Mr Evangractitioners’ offices in the event of any public health

Petition received. emergency. This places South Australia at the forefront of
public health notifications. | intend to raise this matter with
SOUTHERN EXPRESSWAY all Health Ministers from around Australia.

- ) ) ) Given that local government carries the legislative

A petition signed by 23 residents of South Australiaresponsibility for the bulk of food hygiene inspections, the
requesting that the House urge the Government to aband&buth Australian Health Commission has already enhanced
plans for the Southern Expressway and instead develop mofg |ines of communication with relevant local government
realistic and value-sensitive alternatives was presented kythorities by facsimile transmission of relevant material.
Mrs Rpsenberg_. We endorse the suggestion that the National Food

Petition received. Authority establish a standard for the presence of coliform
bacteria for meat to be used for the manufacture of uncooked
fermented smallgoods. As a result of these events, the CSIRO
is already conducting a study with the objective, amongst
others, of establishing such a standard.

The Health Commission has now made it a practice to
) access the Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report through
That the report be printed. the Internet to avoid any delay of access to relevant inform-
Motion carried. ation. | point out to the House that notification through the

AUDITOR-GENERAL'S SPECIAL AUDIT REPORT

The SPEAKER laid on the table the special audit report
of the Auditor-General for September 1995.
The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Deputy Premier): | move:



Thursday 28 September 1995 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 83

international network of epidemiologists may well precedeto the epidemiological investigation. He has also questioned
publication in any journal. certain aspects of the recall procedures. The recall procedures

The Health Commission has already developed a protocdiad no bearing on the death of Nikki Robinson.
which will see in the future a multi-disciplinary projectteam  With the benefit of hindsight, a Coroner’s investigation
formally constituted, rather than the current practice ofhas reflected on all the events and made recommendations to
informally convening such a team. The manager of theémprove the procedures for the future. As | have emphasised,
project team will have the specific task of ensuring that allmany of the recommendations of the Coroner are already
relevant officers receive all relevant information. The Healthbeing implemented. | also emphasise that the Government has
Commission already has in place a number of standardt all times sought to ensure that all the facts of this matter are
guestionnaires. Bearing in mind the fact that each outbreakilly established. This included providing additional re-
of disease needs to reflect specific circumstances becausesoiirces to ensure an expeditious inquest. That is an overview
the peculiarities of each disease, it is important to recognisef the action the Government has in hand in relation to the
that pre-preparation of questionnaires would be countei€oroner’s recommendations. The Government has demon-
productive and potentially misleading. Nevertheless, thatrated its good faith from the outset. We are not afraid of the
commission does ensure that the preparation of relevaituth. We established the inquest, we funded counsel assisting
guestionnaires is conducted under the supervision of qualifieehd the Robinsons. We are acting swiftly to address the
epidemiologists. recommendations not already addressed. As to the body of

The matter of the interviewing of relatives is always athe report, the Coroner has made his assessment of the
vexedquestion given the emotional overlay of the presencevidence; the Government will now examine those findings
of sick children, something which the Coroner acknowledgedand their implications.

The Health Commission conducts its interviews with relatives

as soon as possible in consultation with treating clinicians. TNORTH WESTERN ADELAIDE HEALTH SERVICE

do otherwise may jeopardise the validity of the information

obtained. The intent of the Coroner's recommendations The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE (Minister for Health): |
regarding data analysis is, in fact, current practice. Howevep€e€k leave to make a ministerial statement.

to improve the process, the commission will, in future, ensure  Leave granted.

that other available and appropriate experts have a formal role The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: Today marks the begin-

in the review of data. ning of a new era in health services in the northern and

The Coroner suggests that consideration be given twestern suburbs. | inform the House of the formation today
amendments to section 30 of the Public and Environmerff the North Western Adelaide Health Service. In August last
Health Act. His report identifies the difficulties associatedyear an | announced the Government’s intention to amalga-
with some of those potential amendments, and those issugtate the Queen Elizabeth Hospital and the Lyell McEwin
will be given careful consideration. The food recall procesdiealth Service. Such an amalgamation will enable a regional
in this instance was carried out in accordance with long@pproach to health services in the northern and western
established protocols which are consistent with the recentlguburbs, which will also address the long-recognised need for
established National Food Authority protocol. There is a@ higher and more comprehensive level of services in the
national review into recall procedures currently in progresshorthern area. A direct result of this amalgamation will be the
supervised by the National Food Authority. South Australiaincreased provision of services at the Lyell McEwin Hospital
will play an active role in this national review. and its elevation to major teaching hospital status.

The largest number of officers authorised under the Food Through this mechanism the Government also kept the
Actis in the local government arena. Prior to the publicatiorQueen Elizabeth Hospital as a major teaching hospital,
of the Coroner’s Report, the commission had briefed locatlespite Audit Commission recommendations to downgrade
government to make them aware of the amendments to ttibe hospital. The new board of the North Western Adelaide
food legislation. Health Service met today for the first time. | am pleased to

The Coroner finds that, had the epidemiological investigaannounce that the chairperson of the new board is Ms Adele
tion by the Health Commission established a connectiohloyd, a very successful South Australian businesswoman
between Garibaldi garlic mettwurst and the HUS illness orwho manages a number of well-known South Australian
Friday 20 January 1995, Nikki may not have eaten Garibaldtompanies. Ms Lloyd will bring a management expertise that
mettwurst the following day and become ill. is forward looking and soundly based in good business and

In the event, the Coroner found that the connection waghanagement practice. | am also delighted that the board today
not confirmed until Monday 23 January 1995 by the micro-€lected as the Deputy Chair Mr Geof Motley—a highly
biological investigation. The E.coli 0111 involved was therespected Adelaide business and sporting identity—whom |
first such instance causing an outbreak in Australia. Thappointed to the board because | believe his personal insights
Coroner has found that the connection on Monday 23 Januagnd business experience will be of great value to the board.
1995 occurred at about noon. | am delighted that the board shares that view.

Within three hours, at 3 p.m. on 23 January, the Acting The board comprises four members each from the former
Minister for Health, on the advice of the Health Commissionboards and a staff representative from each campus as well
made a public statement announcing the connection and tles a representative from the University of Adelaide. A
product recall. In other words, the Government acted as soorgional approach to the development of services and
as it was advised to do so. The Coroner has found that tHacilities will allow complementary development of services
commission acted with commendable zeal in giving thisn the northern and western suburbs and allocation of finite
advice to the Government at that time. The Coroner notes thagsources to areas of greatest need.
even one of the prime movers of the micro-biological The new structure, with its single board and administra-
investigation described that action as a ‘brave step’. Thé&on, will be able to engender major efficiency savings whilst
Coroner has, at the same time, recommended some chandesging together the strengths of both campuses at each
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hospital. Purpose-built, step-down facilities will be con-aside as far as possible to allow local interests to do what they
structed at both hospitals for patients leaving acute care bualp best.

who still need nursing supervision and monitoring. The These new directions will provide a set of management
Queen Elizabeth Hospital campus will have a 60-bed privatéools and information to enable local and regional manage-
hospital built on its grounds to take account of the 20 per cennent groups to pursue local and regional agendas for high
of private patients presently occupying beds at the publiwalue development of water resources, free up new sources
hospital. The amalgamation offers a ground-breakingf water and ultimately to reduce costs. Wider consultation
opportunity and challenge, and | am confident that the boardnd local management processes will provide more oppor-
of the new service will bring together two first-class facilities, tunities to improve environmental and social outcomes,
each with a proud history, and fashion them into onebecause these issues are often best understood and tackled at
exemplary health service for the people of the north-westerthe local level. The plan will endeavour to enhance and

suburbs of Adelaide. maximise the value of water for irrigation by expanding the
current system of tradeable property rights which attach to
WATER PLAN water allocations. In addition, negotiations will target
interstate trade being permitted along the Murray River, but
The Hon. D.C. WOTTON (Minister for the Environ- only where it is ecologically sustainable and where it meets
ment and Natural Resources):| seek leave to make a certain social and physical requirements.

ministerial statement. A strategy will be developed for the conjunctive use of
Leave granted. urban stormwater, recycled effluent and local ground water

The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: Prior to coming to Office, the as a means of extending the range of useable water resources
L : ' &nd promoting efficiency in their use. The strategy will

Government made a commitment to prepare a water planfmclude working with MFP Australia and the GSIRO,

South Australia which would define the location, quality and tablishina demonstrations and r rchina kev technolo-
quantity of all the State’s surface and underground resource§orap ISNiNg demonstrations and researching key technolo

The plan would provide the vehicle to develop strategies th les. Several of the strategies in the plan begin a process of

address environmental degradation and water resour prlggnrﬁg::??o Itrt:]e Ign?g;‘tcuq;LQ%S;;?IngGgﬁgﬂrg%?f
management issues, and to implement the State’s obligatio g P : peut Icy

with respect to water reform under the Council of Australial and Related Refor.ms ! 5|gned.by the Premier in April 1995.
Governments Agreement. Today | am delighted to table thal "€y include a nationally consistent set of policies for water
plan, Our Water, Our Future—a two-part document whichPricing, water allocation, water for the environment, trading
presents a challenge to all South Australians. In water rights and structural a_djustments in sectors affected
%by ggtc% refﬁ.rm. South Austra}lla could potentlaII)(; ricelve.ui:)

. A . =S . 0 million in competition payments and financia
diverse and abundant wildlife which thrived in them in past, sqistance grants betwer()an 1978-p98yand 2005-06 if it imple-
decades. Polluted discharges to sea have degraded the mating, < this framework within the agreed time frames.

environment and affected our enjoyment of the breaches. It Finally, the water plan is directed at achieving increased

is time for us all to realise that environmental degradation hag.qomic growth, better environmental outcomes and
more far reaching consequences. In the long term, it will be, e quality of life for South Australians. It has been

reflected in social effects, such as reduced quality of life anqe, 6|0 ped through an extensive consultative process. | have
an inability to h_sur?t_a!n becoréomlcd actmty(,j because thepleasure in tabling this plan and | urge all South Australians
resources on which it is based are damaged. to accept this exciting challenge in helping pioneer a new

The quality of our water resources has deteriorated; fogeneration of water resource management in this State.
example, salinity levels are rising in our rivers and groun

water, and algal blooms occur commonly in our rivers, lakes DISTINGUISHED VISITORS

and estuaries. Much of our water is used inadequately or is

locked away in unused allocations or, in the case of urban The SPEAKER: My attention has been called to the
stormwater and treated effluent, wasted because its potentigitlesence of distinguished visitors in the gallery, members of
has not been fully recognised. We need to achieve mora visiting United Kingdom parliamentary delegation. On
sustainable use from our water and infrastructure assets behalf of the House | welcome the delegation and invite the
support economic and employment growth over the londRight Honourable Dame Angela Rumbold, leader of the
term. The water we allocate for development needs to bdelegation, to take a seat on the floor of the House. | ask the
treated as a valuable commodity. In the past, we have takd?remier and Leader of the Opposition to conduct Dame
its availability for granted. Many people do not understandAngela to a chair and accommodate her with a seat on the
water processes, nor how water should be managed. Godidor of the House.

information is hard to come by but is crucial to achieving

good water resource management. QUESTION TIME
This water plan is a vehicle for change. It is not a prescrip-
tion for who should have water or what dams, pipelines or GARIBALDI CORONIAL INQUIRY

other infrastructure should be built. Rather, it creates a policy

and planning environment where individuals, the private The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition):
sector and communities can make and act on better decisio@ven the Minister for Health's statement to the House, can
on management, use and development of water and wattre Minister now say why he failed to take decisive action
infrastructure. These new directions mark a very significantinder the Food Act to ban the sale of Garibaldi products
change in water resources management in South Australiahen it became clear that they were the cause of the fatal
The Government will continue to play an important role inHUS outbreak? The Coroner has found that the powers to
regulation, research, and overall goal setting, but will steprohibit the sale of food under section 25 of the Food Act
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should have been used after Garibaldi refused to provide |am able to announce to the House today that Professor
information on 23 January. The Coroner said: Peter Howell of Flinders University has taken on the role of
In my view, the mere indication that those powers might haveChair of the Constitutional Advisory Council. The other
been used would have engendered cooperation from Garibaldi. thembers comprise: Fran Awcock, Joy Battilana, Rosemary
not, then they should have been resorted to on that day. Craddock, Michelle Fielke, Jim Forbes, Audrey Kinnear,
When asked on 8 February in this House why he had ndvlichael Manneta, Matthew Mitchell, Brad Selway, Patrick
banned these products, the Minister for Health told thisConlan and Vickie Chapman. Those people represent a very
Parliament: broad cross-section of views within and representation of the

First, we have done everything that was appropriate. SecondlypOuth Australian community. | invited each of the political
we have done everything that was necessary. Thirdly, we have takdtarties with representation in this Parliament to nominate a

action in the appropriate time. representative, and | am delighted that all three Parties have

You did not even threaten to ban the products— responded. That representation, | think, will put forward a
The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader is now commenting. Strong case for a range of options that can be adopted in

The Minister for Health. South Australia under the various circumstances of which |

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: It does not surprise me have spoken. We expect that the inquiry will conclude within
that the Leader of the Opposition would address matters sudie year and that it will provide broad community debate in
as this in that way and not quote the fact that the Coroner alsdouth Australia, which could possibly lead to this State’s
refers to two previous incidents in a most unusual fashiorutting forward a case to any national conference on the
both incidents which occurred under the previous GovernConstitution.
ment. There were 100 guests at a wedding reception in 1991
who became ill with food poisoning and no action was taken, GARIBALDI CORONIAL INQUIRY
and in July 1992 the Health Commission investigated an
incident of food poisoning involving a family from Port Pirie Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): Why did the Minister for
and, again, no action was taken. That would seem to be [dealth fail to ensure that the Health Commission exercised
relevant factor in the Opposition’s consideration of thisproper supervision over Garibaldi in relation to the recall of
matter. contaminated food? The Coroner has found as follows:

Itis also i_mportan_t to note that the Coroner quite specifi- Itis my view that the Health Commission should have been more
cally recognises in h's. report the value of a v_oluntary re_call roactive in the recall process and exercised a far greater degree of
the reason for that being, as the Coroner quite categoricall{ipervision over the company, particularly in determining the width
identifies, that it is really only any company that is selling of the recall.
smallgoods that actually knows the relevant information. Thel’he Coroner found further:

Coroner identifies that, immediately compulsion is brought )

into these sorts of matters— The South Australian Health Commission played a far too
The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: passive role in the entire process.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader has asked his  The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: The member for Elizabeth
question. appears either not to have heard or not to have read my

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: —there is the potential ministerial statement. The simple fact of the matter is that the
lack of cooperation with the company. The Coroner recognisfood recall process in any situation such as this instance is

es that. carried out under long established guidelines. Those guide-
lines were not brought in by this Government, and | believe

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN CONSTITUTIONAL that they were not even changed by the previous Government,
ADVISORY COUNCIL although it might have: | am not sure. They are long estab-

g . . lished guidelines which have stood the test of time not only

HouMsSeGdIZtEalig E)F;et?]/ge;ll). \cln\illriltrt:eenltagefnt]llqzr g(r)%\?r?iﬁ?sttrha?iari]n South Australia but nationally. The simple fact is that these

Constitutional AdvisorprpounciI’) long established guidelines have always been the practice of
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Some months ago, | every health commission or department of health in Australia,

informed the House that the Government intended to set u%nd they were followed.

a South Australian Constitutional Advisory Council. The _ Those long established protocols are completely consistent
council is to have broad terms of reference to look at a rang#ith that which has now been established by the National
of issues. It will not decide whether or not Australia should~00d Authority, which is a more recent body. So, there were
become a republic or whether South Australia should be paﬁsta}bllshed protocols .WhICh were given the imprimatur of the
of it: it will ook at the implications of what might occur in  National Food Authority, and those protocols were followed.
South Australia if Australia did become a republic. UnderAS | indicated in my ministerial statement, a national review
those circumstances, it will look at what options will be into those recall procedures is being supervised by the
available for South Australia: whether we should have oufNational Food Authority.

own independent Head of State; how that Head of State | furtherindicated in my ministerial statement that South
should be appointed, and what their powers should be. Als®ustralia will play a very active part in that recall review,
the terms of reference go well beyond that. One term obecause there is absolutely no doubt that it is important to
reference looks specifically at the issue of the Federation déed in the information which has come from this tragic event
Australia: what powers or redistribution of powers thereso that other States can benefit in the future and, indeed, if it
should be between the Commonwealth, the State and locel possible to avoid similar tragedy in South Australia we will
government. It will also look at a range of broader issues ado so. However, | reiterate that nothing was done in this
outlined in the original terms of reference that | cited to theexercise which was not part of a completely well organised
House. and well established protocol.
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INNOVATE SOUTH AUSTRALIA Quality Laboratory; next week the Manufacturer of the Year
award will be announced; and the final event is the launching

Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): Will the Minister for  of the innovative kit and road map to enable future innovators
Industry, Manufacturing, Small Business and Regionato gain assistance in South Australia, demonstrating to them
Development report to the House on the highlights ofhow they can take their creative and innovative skills to the
Innovate SA and say what the program of 150 events hamarketplace in the future and pursue career options and
achieved? During the past two weeks the innovation andhallenges that they might want to take. Clearly, as a success-
technology capabilities of South Australia have been on shoviul program, we will be running it as a biennial event again
through Innovate South Australia. in 1997 to showcase innovative, creative South Australia to

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | am pleased to advise the this country.

House that Innovate SA has been to date a resounding

success. It is three weeks into a four-week program with GARIBALDI CORONIAL INQUIRY

some 100 exhibitions of various businesses and academic

institutions from South Australia demonstrating to South Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): Will the Minister for Health
Australians, the wider national community and, importantlyexplain why a further ministerial announcement was not
to the APEC conference held in Adelaide recently themade on 24 or 25 January when it became obvious that the
innovative and creative spirit in South Australia. We haveannouncement made on 23 January was too narrow because
taken the Innovate SA program one step further with thét did not refer to all forms of mettwurst with use-by dates
Commonwealth Government's program to remarket Australi®etween 26 January and 12 April 1995? The Coroner found
overseas, particularly in the APEC region. as follows:

South Australia is the first State in Australia to be Having become involved to the extent that he [the Minister] did
involved with Inventive Australia and, in this instance, it will on the 23rd, in my view it would have been prudent for a further
be Inventive Australia, Creative Adelaide. We will be taking ministerial announcement to have taken place either on Tuesday 24th
South Australia’s innovation, technology, sophisticate L\C’\éei‘tjBgigﬂ%’ezgégﬁfétﬁwgfoinr?g#gffmem made on the 23rd
manufacturing, research and development into the APEC | . . .
marketplace, particularly Djakarta, Manila and Shanghai, té-Vidence was given that people were still buying these
demonstrate the sophisticated nature of the manufacturigjeducts in February. '
base of South Australia. It is another first for South Australia The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: In any public health or
in repositioning this State in that marketplace. | would likeepidemiological matter the most convenient and best
to commend Jan Forbes, who said at a function earligfstrument to use is the retrospectoscope, and that is the
celebrating South Australia’s success in attracting Motoroldhstrument that the member for Elizabeth is using.
to South Australia, ‘What we ought to be doing is demon- Ms Stevens interjecting:
strating our capacity in innovation, research and The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Elizabeth was
technology—despite our small population—to the nationaivarned yesterday about continuing to interject. | do not want
market.’ to have to warn her today. The honourable Minister.

From that remark the Economic Development Authority The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: The simple fact is that
and the multifunction polis put together this four-weekafter the announcement was made publicly, three hours after
program. | commend Anne Bosio, from the Economicthe advice was provided from the commission regarding the
Development Authority, who has principally coordinated—microbiological evidence of E.coli 0111—and | repeat, as |

The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: said in my ministerial statement, it is the first time in

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: —yes—Innovate SA and who Australia that this particular bug has led to this group of
has done an outstanding job in presenting South Australia toymptoms—a ministerial statement was made. At that stage
the marketplace and, more importantly, made Soutland in the ensuing several days there was no reason to believe
Australians aware of what we have achieved, are achievingpat anything other than the appropriate recall notices were
and are capable of achieving in innovation, researchheing issued and that the standard procedures were being
development and modern technology. The success isndertaken. | am informed that this appears to be the first
demonstrated by the fact that the Waite Campus open dayase in which a major manufacturer did not cooperate
attracted over 4 000 people; the North Terrace technologyompletely in the voluntary recall procedure, so there was no
trail had an exceptionally high attendance—above expectaeason to suspect that everything was not proceeding
tions; in excess of 10 000 people attended Visions at thaormally as it had in every previous incident of this type.
Levels over the weekend, with 850 people touring the MFP
wetlands and over 400 people visiting the School of the FARM FORESTRY PROGRAM
Future and Motorola.

I would like to commend all who took part in the project:  The Hon. H. ALLISON (Gordon): Will the Minister for
first, those who have been involved in the underwriting,Primary Industries advise the House what arrangements have
namely, the EDA and the MFP; and, secondly, those officerbeen made to help farmers, particularly in the South-East of
who coordinated the program and advised all schools ithe State, to determine the extent to which they will engage
South Australia about it. | also thank Australia Post, whichin growing eucalypts as part of a farm forestry program?
has made the program available to the wider community in The Hon. D.S. BAKER: | thank the honourable member
this State. Clearly, there will be indirect benefits fromfor his question and interest in this matter. As members
Innovate SA, and they will be documented. There is a cleaknow, for a long time we have been growipius radiata
demand for MFP tours of the wetlands, and they will bein the South-East of South Australia where there are very
conducted on a regular basis in the future. large Government holdings. There is interest by the private

Several events are still to be held: open days at thsector in growing pine trees, and that interest has been there
University of Adelaide, Thebarton and the Australian Waterfor a long period. However, with the advent of the need for
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hardwood chip by the Kimberly-Clark organisation, 60 A South Australian architectural firm, Raffen Maron Pty
farmers are now engaged in growiegcalyptus globuly®r  Ltd, has been engaged to undertake stage 1, which entails the
Tasmanian blue gum, for that operation, which is now exporpreparation of a detailed design brief and cost estimate as
replacement for the hardwood chip that had to come fromvell as recommending technical solutions for the provision
overseas for pulp. of infrastructure to the summit and the St Michael’s site.

Further to that, as a result of what is happening in otheBtage 1 has been completed. Both sites will be connected to
States, in particular Western Australia, two large companiethe main sewerage system, water will be obtained from
are looking at the South-East of South Australia and Westergroundwater sources and all electricity lines will be under-
Victoria with a view to putting in up to 50 000 hectares of ground. The total cost of the project is estimated to be about
eucalyptus globulu the Green Triangle area, because there$3.8 million. The redevelopment will provide boardwalks,
will be an export woodchip business going from the port ofviewing platforms, landscaping, walkways, car parking,
Portland as well as a hardwood timber industry in the Southrestoration of the Flinders column, a bistro, a tourist goods
East. Primary Industries (Forestry) is at present evaluating theutlet and an information centre, toilets and an outdoor plaza.
benefits to farmers for that. It has mailed 500 letters tdNork is now well under way on the detailed design. | know
farmers who are interested in becoming involved in farmthat all South Australians look forward to this project as an
woodlots and getting into a contract arrangement with one dndication, yet again, that this State is back on the move.
other of these major companies. Again, it shows the potential
of the South-East for diversification in farming enterprise and GARIBALDI CORONIAL INQUIRY
the potential for export in the growing of trees.

We are looking at the Upper South-East as well to see The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition):
what varieties could be grown there. With the draining of theWhat action will the Minister for Health take, now that the
Upper South-East as the salinity project comes to fruition irCoroner has found that Health Commission officials did not
the next few years, an industry could also be developed thereonsider a complete recall of Garibaldi products because they
There is great potential in the Green Triangle, which isfailed to obtain the information they required on 23 January?
mainly the Lower South-East of South Australia and Westerhe Coroner found that if the Health Commission obtained
Victoria, to get a very large industry going. | am pleased tathe information it required on 23 January 1995 it would have
say that Primary industries (Forestry) is at the forefront inknown that it was not possible to identify the date of manu-

advising south-eastern farmers on that project. facture of any particular Garibaldi product or the source of
meat used in the manufacture, or that the source meats were
GARIBALDI CORONIAL INQUIRY used in both mettwurst and salami. The Coroner said:

. ) - In my view a prudent health official would have urgently
Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth):| ask the Minister for Health  ¢nsidered a complete recall of all products in those circumstances.

why he told this House on 7 February:

If customers of Garibaldi fail to remove products, that is The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: The whole matter of the
something over which we have no control. P ' recall has been addressed 'and rgaddressgd, and now there is
The State C tod id- an attempt to go through it again. The simple fact of the

e' a e. oroner today said: o matter is that the food recall processes in all of these mat-

Itis my view that the Health Commission should have been morgers__in 1991 under the previous Government, in 1992 under

proactive in the recall process and exercised a far greater degree . ‘ol
supervision over the company, particularly in determining the widtrf '€ Prévious Government under the same legislation, and now

of the recall. The South Australian Health Commission clearly hadn this instance—
the power to do so. Ironically, some of the Garibaldi officers were  The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting:
surprised that the Health Commission did not take a more directive The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: Exactly. The Leader of the
role. e ’ ) : .
Opposition says it is about action. In relation to those

Thbe "|f°n'|E|N|'Hb' ,;-}]RI\SEI'AGE: Tlh? thle?rt]ion thaﬁ[ the ' revious recalls, the Coroner noted that there was no action
mem ecrj t?\r ; 1zabe tla Lesﬁeséga es g. ereca ptm(;;%/ the previous Government. As | indicated, this goes to the
ure, and that is exactly what | addressed in answer t0 h§fgart of the recall process.

previous question. Members interjecting:
MOUNT LOFTY The SPEAKER: Order!
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: The recall process was

Mr EVANS (Davenport): My question is directed to the carried out, quite specifically, in relation to long established
Minister for the Environment and Natural Resources. Giverguidelines, which were recently given the imprimatur of
his mid-year announcement that the Mount Lofty summitbeing adopted as a similar protocol by the National Food
development would be proceeding, will he provide an updatéuthority. All of those mechanisms to recall the product were
on the progress of that redevelopment? followed.

The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: The development of the
Mount Lofty summit is extremely important for South WEST TERRACE CEMETERY
Australia. It is recognised that Mount Lofty is a major tourist
attraction. Many hundreds of thousands of people from within  Mr LEGGETT (Hanson): Will the Minister for Housing,
this State and tourists to this State visit that site annuallyUrban Development and Local Government Relations explain
Earlier this year | indicated that a procedure would behe charges which are levied for the provision of information
followed regarding the development of that site. | am pleasedt the West Terrace Cemetery? In this mornifglvertiser
to inform the House that work is proceeding on schedule fobenis Brien claimed that a fee to provide genealogical
this long awaited project. The House will be aware that theesearch information was morally contemptible and that it
Government has already committed $2 million to infrastrucdintruded into people’s religious beliefs. Would the Minister
ture. please explain the current situation?
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The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: | am happy to respond to Government on the chance to lease out the airport. | hope that
the article. The choice of words was extraordinary, unneceghe Leader of the Opposition will join me in putting real
sary, and quite inflammatory. The article surrounded gressure—
complaint by Denis Brien, who had been to the cemetery to  Members interjecting:
conduct genealogical research on his six aunts and one The SPEAKER: Order!
grandparent. The filing system in that cemetery comprises Tnhe Hon. DEAN BROWN: —on his Federal colleagues
handwritten files dating back to the origin of the cemeteryi, canberra to ensure that they include South Australia in the
Over the years various family members have visited theirst patch of airports to be leased out. So far they have
cemetery and spent hours going through records to pukfysed to allow that to occur, which means that Adelaide will
together a family tree. , _not be able to lease out its airport at least until the end of

| want it clearly understood that, if a member of a family 1997, | have already had discussions with John Howard in
walks into that cemetery to seek information on a particulagespect of when Adelaide Airport might be leased out, and he
family grave, or a licence as we callit, there is no charge. Aynd | are having further discussions next month on this issue.
fee is charged only when people conduct a genealogica\t this stage, John Howard has not said that Adelaide must
search. As | said, some of these searches can take seveggl included in the second, third or fourth batches. | am

hours of the staff's time. . . putting a case to him to see whether it can be included in the
Similar charges have been in force at Enfield Cemetery fofirst batch.

acouple of years, and they have been totally accepted in that The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting:
area. What is most important is that the money raised from The SPEAKER: Order!

that fee is put back into the cemetery, and it is used in several The Hon. DEAN BROWN: If the Federal Labor

ways. We use it to upgrade our new computer base, so that, . .
in future, families who visit cemeteries, particularly Westaéovernment has been unable to deal with the airport prob-

Terrace, will be able to use the computer and search '[hrouggmS at Sydn'ey.Alrport, that is on its head. All we want in
pastrecords. Itis all part of the plan to upgrade West Terrac .OUth Australlal is the ch?(?ce to get a_head and re(_jevelop our
Cemetery to become one of the State’s premier facilities i POt terminal as quickly as possible and to install air
respect of the historic, cultural and tourism potential of thisb”dges' To dothat we need to lease out the airport terminal

significant and historic cemetery. The charge, which is onl S quickly as possible. The proposal put forward by th.e
$7.50 for 15 minutes, is based on the FOI fee. It compare ederal Labor Government means that we have to put up with

quite favourably with a search at Births, Deaths and Marwhat we have got for at least another three years, and | find

riages, where the charge is $26. What we have here }Qat totally ur!satis_fac_tor)./.
absolute overkill. The cemetery has introduced a very Members interjecting:
reasonable charge, which will be used to upgrade the The SPEAKER:Order!Isuggest thatthe Deputy Leader
cemetery. and member for Mawson are not assisting the Chair with their
| commend David McGowan, the Manager of the ceme2Ng0INg commentary.
tery, who has supported a lot of the work being done to
upgrade the cemetery. To give him a little plug, | suggest AMBULANCE SERVICE
that, if ber h f Wi ing, th . ) .
it any member has a free Wednesday evening, they \\ \qpenbEN (Wright): Will the Minister for

might like to do the candlelight and torch tour of the ceme- . :
tery. They will learn a complete wealth of history of South EMergency Services advise the House of what progress has

Australia over the course of an hour and a half. The tour i%eer! made in reforming the South Australian Ambulance
highly recommended. ervice to meet the needs of all South Australians?

The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: | thank the member for
ADELAIDE AIRPORT Wright for his question and ongoing interest in the provision
of an ambulance service in South Australia. | am pleased to
The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition):  be able to inform the House that, while change and progress
What response has the Premier received from his Fedenaithin the Ambulance Service still has some way to go, it has
Liberal Leader, John Howard, to back down from the threacome a long way from the days of the Labor Government
to block legislation for the leasing of airports—a move whichwhen the Ambulance Service was divided by bitter infighting,
would prevent the upgrade of Adelaide International Airportthe days when ambulance officers were forced into the streets
and cost South Australia millions of dollars in lost exports?against that Government. Those days are well behind the
John Howard has stated that the Coalition will block legislaAmbulance Service as it moves forward in patient care and
tion for the leasing of airports. The passage of this legislatioservice delivery, from which all South Australians will
is the condition for upgrading Adelaide Airport. benefit.
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: We have a fundamental Recently | had the privilege to officiate at a graduation
problem with the Federal Labor Government in Canberra irteremony for three distinct groups from the Ambulance
that it said that, in the first batch of airports to be leased outService. It was a significant night of firsts. Each group were

Adelaide will not be included— first graduates of their type. The first group of graduates was
Members interjecting: a new group of patient transport officers—officers who have
The SPEAKER: Order! responsibility for the carriage of non-emergency patients.

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: —and that it will be atleast Members will well remember that, during the days of the
the end of 1997 and possibly 1998, under the Federal Labdabor Government, it was not uncommon for patients to have
Government, before we have any chance whatsoever to leasewait for up to five or six hours to be transported from one
out our airport. Therefore, John Howard is simply blockinghospital to another or to a hospital for a non-elective proced-
the proposal until after the next Federal election. We have sdre. Those days are—
far had an unsatisfactory response from the Federal Labor Mr Clarke interjecting:
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The SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Leader of the the natural state of the land before subdivision. In South
Opposition is warned for the first time. Australia the situation is that, for three years, we overbuilt
The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: —now well and truly  and the supply of land was generated through the subdivision
behind the Ambulance Service as it now has a patienprocess. The tap has been turned off due to three years of
transport service. It has a dedicated group of officers whoversupply, and the same problem is occurring in every
specifically respond to the needs of patients and prograsguirisdiction across Australia. Therefore, the demand on land
times for their carriage to hospital or to a medical facility andwill remain low for a while yet.
officers who ensure that they meet those times. As Minister Under those circumstances there are two problems: first,
I now see the difference in the service compared with my firsthose who have subdivided land and who expect the demand
days in office when | was inundated with complaints abouto continue are paying not only their bills and the interest on
patient transport. | now receive no complaints at all about thathe money they borrowed to do that but also high land tax
aspect of the Ambulance Service. bills; and, secondly, inevitably when the downward trend
The second significant group comprised graduatestops and demand starts to move up again, we will have
receiving the first diploma of applied science in ambulancgressure on land supplies and there will be a price escalation.
studies. It is a professional qualification that recognises th&o, for the benefit of home owners as well, we want to make
skills and expertise of ambulance officers in this State, andure that there is an adequate stock of subdivided land ready
it demonstrates that South Australia is getting a higheto be taken up when the demand increases. The Government
standard, better qualified and better trained ambulance officéras put forward, and will continue to put forward by regula-
to implement high patient care standards to ensure that thi@®n over the next three years, land tax relief which will then
best possible care is provided to our patients. Thirdly, we hadpply only if the land were in its virgin state.
the graduation of six paramedic ambulance officers—the first The conditions will be: first, that the relevant land has
in South Australia. | have spoken in this House about thdeen subdivided in the preceding 12 months; secondly, that
work in the field of those first six officers, about the lives the subdivision has resulted in the creation of building
they have saved, and about the trauma to patients they has#otments which are or will be made available for sale to the
helped reduce through being able to put their new skills tgublic generally; and, thirdly, that the person who subdivided
use. It was a significant night indeed: three groups, threthe land carried on the business of land development and is
firsts for the South Australian Ambulance Service. Of coursethe legal owner of the land or any unsold subdivided portions
it should be remembered that the three groups would not haxas at 30 June immediately preceding the assessment tax year.
graduated had it not been for the change of Government. The cost of this is approximately $600 000 per year. How-
ever, it will mean that there is relief for subdividers who will
WATER, OUTSOURCING be in some difficulty. New householders will be the major
beneficiaries, because they will be not be paying a huge price

Mr CLARKE (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): My for land when the demand starts to pick up.
question is directed to the Minister for Infrastructure. Under

what circumstances will the water contractor be able to seek WATER, OUTSOURCING

Government approval for increased charges for water and

sewerage services? Will the Government have any contractual Mrs GERAGHTY (Torrens): Before signing the

commitment to approve increased charges, and will theontract to outsource the operation of Adelaide’'s water

Minister table those sections of the contract dealing withsupply, will the Minister for Infrastructure release a copy of

pricing before signing the contract? those sections of the deal that guarantee the maintenance of
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Once again the Opposition has community service obligations such as pensioner rebates?

it fundamentally wrong. One cannot help but believe thatit The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Here we go again with another

is on a deliberate path of misinformation to establish a mytHishing expedition. | have said before and | will repeat it:

in the community. | have said constantly and consistenthicommunity service obligations such as the pensioner

since this contract was first announced 18 months ago that atmission scheme for water are not administered by

price setting for water and sewerage in South Australia willSA Water. The honourable member should at least get her

remain with the Government of South Australia as it has foffacts right. The Department for Family and Community

decades past—no change! Services undertakes the subsidy for water in South Australia.
Members interjecting: Members interjecting:
The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the Deputy Leader forthe ~ The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Wright is out
second time. of order.
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The Minister for Family and
LAND TAX Community Services, under the authority of the Cabinet and

) ] . the Government, will continue pensioner subsidies in the
Mr CAUDELL (Mitchell):  Will the Treasurer advise fyture as in the past. | repeat: no change.

what the Government has done to fulfil its pre-election

promise to exempt newly created building allotments from EMPLOYMENT
land tax? When land developers subdivide property, land tax
has been payable on increased land values. Mr ASHENDEN (Wright): Wil the Minister for

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | thank the honourable member Employment, Training and Further Education outline another
for his interest in house building and land subdivision. Thesuccessful State Government employment initiative that has
Government has announced that it will provide some land takeen described as one of Australia’s most innovative job
relief for subdivision effort. Consideration was given to thiscreation programs?
matter before the election, and in at least one other State there The Hon. R.B. SUCH: | thank the member for Wright;
is recognition of subdivisions in terms of land tax relative tohe is a very capable member who has raised an important
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issue in the House. The scheme to which he referred is the The SPEAKER: Order! No, the Minister won't.
employment brokers scheme, the first of its kind in Australia. The Hon. D.S. BAKER: Having just flown up to the

We are operating this in conjunction with private employmenipastoral field days this morning—and the member for Goyder
agencies, in particular Skilled Engineering, Speakmanvas there yesterday (and the honourable member was with
Stillwel and Clements. In effect, the idea is that we create ae)—I can say that 62 000 people have already attended the
full-time job out of what might be several part-time jobs. Sopastoral field days this week. It is the best feeling—
someone may spend two days with employer Y and three  An honourable member interjecting:

days with employer X. It is an innovative scheme that has The Hon. D.S. BAKER: It has a lot to do with the season.
been described by the President of Drake International §3,ra| producers are not only now looking forward to a better
brilliant, and it has tremendous potential. It has alread\%aason which | will explain in a moment, but there is no
delivered many jobs—in the hundreds—and we have jusfioypt that there is general belief in the rural communities that
introduced a significant boost in funding to create even morgyare is an upturn in commodity prices generally around
jobs under that scheme. Itis an example of how this Governg siralia and, of course, overseas. What that will mean—and
ment is innovative and creative, tackling a very serioug explained this in speaking to them—is that, in the next few
employment issue—unemployment, which has been creatgfars, farmers will have a chance to plan a better future for
by the policies of the Federal Labor Government. _ themselves and their families. That is terribly important. We
In South Australia, with our commitment to do somethinghaye gone through the worst five years since the last depres-
aboutit, we have introduced this very successful employmen§ion. We are now entering into another phase, and we should
brokers scheme, and itis providing the equivalent of full-timeyngerstand that and help plan for it.
employment by matching up various part-time arrangements. - jyen the commodity prices, financially the season could
So, in effect, the employee gets the benefit of afull-time joly,o 516 of the best on record. We still have to get some
even _though they m!ght spend time with different emp_loyersfinishing rains but, given the ability for wheat farmers to lock
That is anot_her exciting example of how we are leading nof, 5 fixed price today of some $215 for their wheat crop
only Australia but the world. compared with that of only two to three years ago when they
were getting a first payment of some $80 or $90 a tonne, it
just shows how things are changing. However, all that can

Ms HURLEY (Napier): Will the Minister for Infrastruc- happen only if we have adequate rains.

ture table the complete contract for outsourcing water and, 1h€ rain that fell last weekend—in spite of this
sewerage services on the first sitting day after— Government—was about an inch over much of the north of

Members interjecting: th% Statt)e, and that was of t_remencti)ous %enefit. There Wi"lrlle?d
The SPEAKER: Order! There are too many interjections. to be about average rains in October. Then we are quite likely

The member for Napier has the call. The Chair cannot he P be looking ata $1 billion grain crop in South Australia. Of
the question course, that is very good news for those people who have

Ms HURLEY: Will the Minister table the complete P€€n completely forgotten by the Opposition, thatis, the rural
contract for outsourcing water and sewerage services on t mmunities in South Australia who create the wealth for this

first sitting day after the contract is signed? ate.
The Hon. JW. OLSEN: The simple fact is that the ,
Premier yesterday, in a ministerial statement to this House, AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT

indicated the procedures the Government would follow in Mr CLARKE (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): My
relation to outsourcing contracts and keeping the House fu”}ﬁuestion is directed to the Premier. Has a meeting of Liberal

informed in relation to those contracts. | also draw theParty members of Parliament been called for later this

attention of the House to the very clear guidance of theafternoon and, if so, will the Premier be using the meeting to

Auditor-General in relation to outsourcing contracts. Thetr%/ to defend State Government actions and reporting in light

Ewatter Is t:eic?% a?kt]jreased by thz (t.Ehovernment.dThe Pf?ﬁ““a the strong and damaging criticism made by the Auditor-
foalllsov:/eeejor ed to the House, an 0S€e procedures wi b@eneral in his annual report, which was tabled yesterday?
' The Hon. DEAN BROWN: What | found amusing was
CROP YIELDS that the_re were only fou_r me_mbers of the Opposition her_e at
the beginning of Question Time today. They were all being

Mr VENNING (Custance): Will the Minister for Primary ~ briefed on something—which factions they are currently
Industries advise the house of the seasonal predictions for ti§ting in. | hear these constant stories about who sits in which
South Australian harvest? This morning, the Minister and faction, whether it is in the right. The right seems to have
were fortunate enough to attend the Yorke Peninsula fiel@"own considerably in the past 24 or 48 hours, and it would
days, and there certainly appeared to be a new confidenc@dpPear by the very significant absences—

WATER, OUTSOURCING

both with farmers and traders. Members interjecting:
Members interjecting: The SPEAKER: Order! There are too many interjections.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister does notneedany  The Hon. DEAN BROWN: —at the beginning of
assistance from those around him. Question Time, when the important issue of the Coroner’s

The Hon. D.S. BAKER: | would normally start by saying report was being discussed, that there were some matters of
how full the reservoirs are, but | will not because that is undehigher importance, at least for the backbench members of the
another ministerial portfolio. Labor Party. | have not called a meeting of Liberal members

Mr Becker interjecting: of Parliament this afternoon, as the honourable member

The Hon. D.S. BAKER: I'll tell you about the grand final ~ suggests.
later. Members interjecting:
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The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | have not called one for GARIBALDI CORONIAL INQUIRY
tomorrow.
Members interjecting: Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): Will the Minister for Health

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Would you like three or four now direct the release of the balance of the documents asked
more guesses? | understand that the Treasurer has invitél by the Leader of the Opposition in a freedom of inform-
members of the Liberal Party who would like to come along@tion request dated 8 February 1995? The Health Commission
for a very detailed briefing on the Auditor-General’s Reporthas steadfastly refused to provide crucial documents relating

to attend at 4 o’clock this afternoon. to the Health Commission’s response to the HUS epidemic
Members interjecting: once the source of the contamination was traced to Garibaldi
The SPEAKER: Order! Smallgoods on 23 January 1995. Although the Opposition

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: To me, that makes a great Vas provided with some documents in July this year, we are
deal of comhonsense ' ' still waiting for compliance with that FOI request, even after

Members interjecting: the Ombudsman directed the Health Commission to produce

The SPEAKER: If the House wants to proceed with the full set of documents to him. .
Question Time, | suggest that members show a little courtesy The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: This matter has been
to one another and allow the proceedings to go ahead withoggldressed on a number of occasions before. Indeed, the

being constantly interrupted by interjections, which are mosteader of the Opposition and I had an earlier discussion about
unfortunate and unnecessary. documents. | am certainly prepared to take advice on that and,

depending upon that advice, to provide whatever | can.
PIGEONS

Mr LEWIS (Ridley): My question is directed to you, Mr TOURISM
Speaker. Are you prepared to dispatch the perpetrators of the ;. SCALZI (Hartley):
assaults on the dignity and comfort of us mere humans by,
those in elevated positions in the portals of Parliament in th
same way as was done a few years ago? In short, will you ge
rid of the pigeons that are pooping on us from atop the pillars  The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | thank the member for

atthe entrance of the House? Just over a couple of weeks alj@rtiey for his very timely question. Indeed, I have just been
| had— fo an important function where the President of Collingwood

Members interjecting: believes that Central Districts will beat Port Adelaide. One
The SPEAKER: Order! The Chair is trying to hear the of the important issues that has occurred in tourism in the past
question. ' ' 12 months has been the recognition by many writers about

Mr LEWIS: —some very important guests from over- how important South Australia is. Last week, and for the first

seas. | had shown them around the Parliament and on dug}n€ in the national Ansett magazine, we had a 15 page insert
after the Parliament had been closed— on South Australia. That was the first time there was such an

Members interiecting: insert, which was titled ‘Discovering South Australia’. That
J 9 was the first time any national airline has taken the time or

Mr LEWIS: Not he—he and she. That arose in consesy, e the effort to promote our State. It is an absolutely

quence of our leaving through what | would describe as g, qnificent insert and | congratulate Ansett. | also take the

little dog door. When | closed the door behind me, it bangeq’ ; ; i
) ) X ; ' pportunity to congratulate Tourism Commission staff on
and frightened the roosting birds, which not only took off buty i \work with Ansett to make sure that a story covering all

Iigthhtened thei; Iogdfs asthey Welr(‘jt' ' h?d qu return tot:]h? ?ﬁt arts of South Australia was included. The wine industry, in
wi | dmyhgues Sth € or? ;’;e colu fg?h 0 mnler S,? a . tf? articular, has been given special reference. It is fantastic that
could change their clothes. In further explanation o tlast one of our national carriers has decided to promote our

importance O_f th|§ ma_ltter— State in this way and it has done it so well.
Members interjecting:

Mr LEWIS: | understand that these birds are particular
about what they do and to whom they do it. We have spent PARKS COMMUNITY CENTRE
thousands upon thousands of dollars cleaning this building ) o
in recent times and that has largely been necessary becauseMr D& LAINE (Price): My question is directed to the
of the way in which it has been defiled by pigeons. | do notMinister for Housing, Urban Development and Local
think we ought to go through the process again so soon. It igovernment Relations. Why has outsourcing or contracting
better that we deal with these feral pests in the way we haveut of support services at the Parks Community Centre been

in the past before they create the kind of problem that the{Plémented without consultation with staff who have been
previously created. What is more, it will make it safer for usCTying out these essential services over many years and why
to come and go. were tenders not called? In the areas of security, cleaning,

The SPEAKER: Order! | am aware of the bad manners Maintenance and grounds, the Government has brought in

of pigeons. It has been brought to my attention. As with man%/”vate contractors to perform duties without consultation and

large buildings in the city, unfortunately pigeons have takenfithout calling tenders.

it upon themselves to make this building their home. Itisa The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: | thank the honourable
difficult problem but we will do whatever is necessary andmember for his question. | will refer that matter to the board.
possible to try to get rid of them. | am aware of the actionl always have a concern if we go out without calling tenders
taken by one of my predecessors to deal with this problem iand, if that is the case, | will be asking some questions of the
the past and | will have inquiries made to see whether thaadministration. | will take the question on notice and obtain
action is appropriate on this occasion. a report for the honourable member.

Will the Minister for Tourism
orm the House of recent significant promotions of South
ustralia by the Tourism Commission?
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EDUCATION DEPARTMENT OUTSOURCING The SPEAKER: | point out to the House that with a little
cooperation 25 questions were asked and answered today.

Mrs GERAGHTY (Torrens): Will the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education and Children’s Services
inform the House whether there has been consultation with
the British company SERCO with regard to outsourcing in
the Education Department and are schools already
outsourcing? If so, where are the funds coming from? | have . ; o
been informed that school funds have been cut and thzﬁozgee ﬁgggﬁg\%&giquestlon before the Chairis that the
outsourcing is already practised and paid for by school fees. '

The Hon. R.B. SUCH: The honourable member opposite ~ Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): | would like to spend a few
often gets a bit carried away, but | will come back with aminutes talking about the Coroner’s report in relation to the
considerable reply for her benefit. HUS epidemic. | preface my remarks by expressing my

personal sympathy and that of the Opposition for the family

of Nikki Robinson. | also would like to say that our thoughts

PALM HOUSE are with the families of the other children who are still coping
) o ) with the effects of that tragedy and who will need to cope

Mr ROSSI (Lee): Will the Minister for the Environment  ith them for many years to come. The important thing out
and Natural Resources provide details on work to restore thgs g| this is that we learn from what has happened and ensure
historic Palm House in Adelaide Botanic Gardens? that wherever possible this sort of tragedy is not repeated.

The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: Mr Speaker— The Opposition feels completely vindicated for the continual
questioning that it undertook earlier this year under very
hostile conditions in this House when it refused to allow what

The SPEAKER: Order! was happening in the community to go by without comment

The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: | will talk about that. I thank  or question.
the member for Lee for his question. | am sure that all of us | oy wish to refer to the recommendations contained in
at some stage have visited the old Palm House in the Botanjge report. First, | note that the recommendations contained
Gardens. Itis a very important part o_f ourh_erltage, and SOMEothing about the role of the IMVS or the Women’s and
of the older members of the House, in particular, would havespjigren's Hospital in this matter. As we all know, there was
visited this important landmark on a number of occasions. |, need for any recommendations to be made regarding those
am delighted to inform the House that final arrangements arg,, bodies, because their actions in this situation were
being made for the official opening of the project on gyemplary. They rose to the occasion and did everything that
3 October by the Premier and the Prime Minister. Up tya5 humanly possible to care for the children and their

650 guests are expected to attend, including heads of botanigyjjies and to get to the bottom of what had caused the
gardens from Indonesia, the USA, Spain, Singaporey ipreak in the first place.

Germany, China and major Australian botanic gardens. . .
T However, | want to spend some time talking about the role

Members interjecting: . of the Minister for Health—or the two Ministers for Health,

The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: All members of Parliament ' pecause there were two of them holding that position at the
would be very welcome to visit the site at any time, and ltime—and about some of the issues related to the actions of
would be happy to arrange that. The Palm House is a uniqufie Health Commission. The report contains 12 recommenda-
example of classic German architecture and represents g@ns, nine of which relate directly to actions within the
important part of our cultural and botanic heritage. I think iteaith Commission that need to be changed in relation to
is quite appropriate, recognising our early links with gealing with similar episodes. In particular, | refer to the
Germany, that the reopening of the Palm House will takgeaith Commission’s role in terms of the recall procedures
place on German National Day and that one of the dignitariegat we talked about so often in February relating to getting
will be the Deputy Consul-General for the Federal Republiccontaminated foods off the shelves so that more people did

of Germany. The Palm House was imported from Bremen ityot eat the food and become ill. The Coroner states in his
Germany in 1875 by the second Director of the Adelaidgeport:

Botanic Gardens, Dr Richard Schomberg, and has been a A far too passive role in the entire process had been played b
focus in the Adelaide Botanic Gardens for 118 years. the South Aupstralian Health Commiss?on. payedby

roTrr]iasmreaSsto\:vaetlilogsis 2nr§rsolﬂtsosf tc?r?scl):res?l(iaratl) OQSmNziﬁgl’hat is what the Opposition was saying day in and day out
prog 9 P ship by P t?froughout that period. We need to have updated guidelines,
individuals and supporters of the Botanic Gardens and th

\With Health Commission officers who understand clearly

Palm House Restoration App_eal_. The_latest visitor count t?heir role so that they can act when situations such as this
our Botanic Gardens, something in which members might b‘?ccur. Unfortunately, this did not happen. It is noted that

X(tjeerlgs(;ng%Zi t \ll_VS;tChar:TjC\l/l\;idllﬁz g‘%azega;éﬁegﬂgfen%ao here were insufficient advertisements in the newspapers, that
' y 9a, Tontaminated food remained on the shelves of shops into

1.5 million a year, making our Botanic Gardens key tourIStFebruary, and that people were still buying it and children

attractions in this State. To celebrate the reopening of thgtill being contaminated at that time. That should not have
Palm House, guides will conduct special walks in the '

Adelaide Botanic Gardens from 4 to 17 October. | know thapccurred then, and it must.not _occur again.

many South Australians, and | hope many members of this Mr Becker: It's your legislation.

House, will be impressed by the work that has been Ms STEVENS: This is nota matter of whose legislation
undertaken. it is but one of changing the situation and making sure that

GRIEVANCE DEBATE

Members interjecting:
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it does not happen again. It is also a matter for the MinisteGovernment is doing to an essential community service
of the day when he realises that the guidelines are patentfyrovided by a group of very committed people in and around
inadequate—which was obvious at that time—to act tdhe electorate of Torrens. The North-Eastern Community

change the situation and take charge. Assistance Project (NECAP) has been in operation since
Members interjecting: 1980, when one local resident convened a meeting of other
The SPEAKER: Order! residents with the aim of identifying the needs of the

community and to provide a Christmas party for the less

Mr CUMMINS (Norwood): Members may recall thatin fortunate children. Funds were generated and used to assist
August last year the ABC Board tried to axe current affairghose less fortunate by providing food and various household
news programs in South Australia. | am sorry to see that thegoods at no cost.
are at it again. As we know, they are trying to get rid of the
7.30 ReportBottom LineandThe Investigators think the
7.30 Reports important to South Australia because it gives
us information on local current affairs and local politics—
although some might not agree. It seems to me that the effe
of what the ABC Board is doing is to emasculate the local
content in favour of national issues, and | think people i
South Australia will suffer because of that. We all know that
there is not much of an effective Opposition in this place
Some members on my side have said, ‘Don’t cry for th

A volunteer base was built up and training was used to
establish a strong base for administration, management and
the establishment of a thrift shop and emergency assistance

licy. Government funding was provided in 1982 for a 20

ur per week staff position, and in 1987 further funding was

rovided by the grants committee of the Department of
ommunity Welfare, which is now, of course, the Depart-
ment for Family and Community Services. This increased
that staff position to 30 hours a week. An important point to

- e brought to the attention of the House is that at every stage
ABC, be(;ause they have a go at us.’Itis probably good th ECAP has endeavoured to supplement this funding with
the ABC is able to have a go at us because no-one over theé

is capable of doing so. For the sake of democracy in this§tenSIVe and successful fundraising of its own.

State, the ABC’s role is important. One wonders why the While NECAP and | agree there is a need for change, we

ABC wants to get rid of th&.30 Reportbecause the South question the equity of a model based on the anti-poverty

Australian program’s rating is one of the best in Australia guidelines under which NECAP is forced to tender. NECAP

certainly better than New South Wales where the prograrnd other small agencies are forced to compete with larger,

will now be produced. better resourced agencies, and it is from here that our
Mr Brindal interjecting: community anger stems. This Government is effectively

Mr CUMMINS: No, we haven't; we have Bannon on the cutting the funding, this most worthy organisation will suffer
board. That may be one reason why they want to get rid oknd, | believe it is true to say, so will many other smaller
local programs: they want to centralise on national issueddencies. As a direct result those people in greatest need who
prior to the Federal election—and one could be cynical abotdre on lesser incomes in our society will suffer further
that. hardship. NECAP will be reduced to becoming a completely

It appears to me that centralisation of the ABC started iryoluntarily administered organisation.

1983 when the Act was amended and the criteria for pro- | wonder how the Government can do this with the stroke
grams changed from accountability to the community taof a pen. The service provided by NECAP is vital to the well-
national identity. Since then there appears to have beenping of the overall community. NECAP provides meals
slippery slide of getting rid of State matters in favour of prepared by volunteers as emergency relief, and for those in
national issues. One might say that what is being done is ifinancial difficulties NECAP is crucial in providing financial
breach of the charter. It is pretty obvious that when Hawkend material assistance. There is also training for volunteers;
amended the Act in 1983 he was aware of that, because undefuns a thrift shop; the Christmas appeal continues, as well
section 6(4) itis provided that no-one can challenge anythings many other activities. Since NECAP’s inception, those
that the ABC Board does on the basis that it is not complyingvho unfortunately struggle in life have always had some-
with its charter. B _ - where to go when things have become too harsh.

It seems to me th_at it is not complylng_wnh its chz_slrter To give this House some concrete examples of its
because, under section 6(1), the corporation is required { ctivities. during 1994 NECAP had contact with nearl
present State programs which reflect the cultural diversity of ! 9 y

: - : . 20000 people. This figure comprises 403 referrals to
the Australian community. It is clear to me that, by centralis- ; : )
ing programs in New South Wales—hosted by KerryNECAP’ either by word of mouth or directly through various

b : ; . “agencies. What is telling is that only nine people were
O'Brien, who we all know deals with national and inter referred out for professional services, so NECAP is obviously
pat!onal Issues—it will not be presenting State programs an valuable organisation. Some 3 000 information calls and 69
gvrgmﬁaﬁs r%et%tgget)?tzrcnullt ubrglligcl: rltmg ?r]: tgfe':gﬁtg“ﬁ]nevolunteer inquiries were received, and 64 interviews took
charter, but Hawke, in his wisdom when he introduced th lace; 790 people were interviewed regarding emergency

i, i - . financial assistance; 606 people sought meals from the food
B'Ill'gﬁig' ﬁlrése%rse:dtgagonu? ?k?ig iﬁ;:d:totﬁgy:]rgztg:\?a?gg}bank; and 247 people received Christmas hampers. The list

opportunity, | will be moving that this House condemns the%oes on and is expected to increase by 25 per cent this current

proposed change to production of ABC local current affairg S | cannot understanql why thg Governmentis effectively
programs, in particular thié: 30 Reportand calls on the ABC cutting the funds. There is no logical reason for it at all.
not to interfere or reduce local production of current affairs | am glad the Minister is here because | have raised this
and news programs in any way. matter with him on other occasions. | urge the Government
to reconsider its decision because, if it does not, it will be
Mrs GERAGHTY (Torrens): Once again | feel com- responsible yet again for causing further hardship to the
pelled to bring to the attention of this House what thestrugglers and battlers in our community.
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Mr ANDREW (Chaffey): A couple of weeks ago during recycling in country areas can be a progressive and viable
the recent recess | had the opportunity and pleasure to opénsiness.
anew Riverland regional recycling centre, which | believeis These Riverland recyclers, together with Statewide,
a model for the rest of country areas throughout Southeceived a grant from the Environment Protection Authority
Australia. | rise today to formally congratulate all of thoseto develop a recycling plan for the Riverland. The grant was
who have been involved in this very excellent achievementnade on the proviso that the plan should involve local
Recycling is not new to the Riverland region. Over recengovernment and be emulated elsewhere throughout the State.
years up to six depots have been operating, each with thEhus, the regional recycling centre’s project was established.
capacity and ability to sort and process recyclable materiaACI Glass added its support, and the Riverland project has
Generally the community has been keen to play its role, buteen developed as a pilot scheme. The Government’s role in
difficulties have been faced by the operators which havehis industry has been to support its expansion and to assist
prevented them from reaching anything like their full it to be more competitive without being dependent on specific
potential. subsidies. The industry is rapidly achieving recognition and

The recyclers in the Riverland have in the past been facegfedibility, making capital investment and developing skills,
with a number of frustrations. The scale of their individualknowledge and technology. The Government, through the
operations has not justified the capital expenditure necessafvironment Protection Authority, has provided grant money
to establish more efficient businesses with respect téowards devising the strategy on which the Riverland
recycling. However, as most of us would know, by compressRecycling Centre is based. Although country regions have
ing recyclable materials the volume and therefore théxperienced problems, they are now being active participants
transport costs can be reduced and then, with better presortifiyy recycling, and the developers of this facility in the
and collection practices, the supply from household businestiveriand should be congratulated together with all con-
ses or industries can therefore be much improved. Theerned.
recyclers have also been inhibited by the relatively small The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
quantities they have had on offer with respect to competitiofin€émber’s time has expired.
from other suppliers in the market of processed recyclables.

Because of this achievement, recycling in the RiverlanqNa
has developed now beyond the good intention status, andvﬂ]
worthy cause has now become recognised as an indust(%

distinctly in its own right. All the factors that go towards listened to the wisdom of my advice and placed school

creating a successful undertaking in the recycling industry,, ;,qeiors in a number of primary schools in my electorate
have been brought together—whether it be the recyclablg,, .4 huplicly thank him in this place. He has done so
materials themselves, human resources or capital invesf; ;

1o utili d orod duct that i ketabl xcept for one primary school, and he is remiss in that.
men _t'(t)'u fisean tprcihuceaprcl)_ uc Wah |?hmar_teba ean onetheless, | give credit where credit is due. Even Attilla the
competitive against other suppliers. Whether it be costy, ‘55 he raped, burnt and pillaged his way through Europe,
quality, best practices, innovation or new strategies, they arg

. T ccasionally showed signs of compassion to those less
all relevant and have all been introduced in this process. fortunate than himself. Whilst | would draw the analogy

Observations tell us all that for recycling to be widely petween Attilla the Hun and the Minister for Education and
adopted as well as to be environmentally justified it must alsghildren’s Services with respect to what he is doing to our
be economically profitable, and all of those factors have beepublic education system, on this occasion he has shown some
brought into play with the achievement of this new centre acts of compassion to the schools in my electorate. As | said,
Disposal of waste materials has been at a cost to thge has appointed school counsellors to all but one of the State
community and industry, and local government, as we alprimary schools in my electorate, and for that | publicly thank
know, to some extent has borne a significant responsibility\jm. | have now discharged my debt to him with respect to
for overseeing rubbish collection and disposal. This has beaRat matter.
at an increasing cost which comes out of everyone’s pocket. | also want to raise an issue involving a sporting club with
Local government has also been faced with increasingly rigigyhich | am proud to be associated. | refer to the Kilburn
land fill obligations, and the value placed on recycling Nowrootball and Cricket Club, which won back to back premier-
means that materials preViOUSIy discarded, taken to land f|"3h|ps this year in the A1 amateur |eague_ Itis a magnificent
poured into the ground or leftin the open air are now seen a@otball club, but it has been subject to some scurrilous
potential resources. comments by members of the media sporting fraternity. Just

Other resources can be conserved in this process, withfirior to the grand final being played, on the Cornes and
becoming more widely recognised that money can be savedunningham radio show on 5AA, my club was referred to as
and profits made through the adoption of good recyclinga bunch of thugs who should not have been allowed to play
practices. One of the most heartening aspects of thig the premiership league in any event. That is clearly
Riverland recycling centre is the extent of cooperatiordefamatory and entirely untrue.
between all groups, whether they be public or private, with  The Kilburn Football Club has a magnificent history in
an interest in recycling, which has led to the establishment cimateur league football. It is a club which plays tough but
this venture. The ground work for sound innovative businesfair, as the member for Colton will only too readily testify,
has been laid and is one from which the whole localas he is a supporter of the Henley Greek Football Club. Those
community can gain. The operators in this new initiative ,two teams have a great deal of competitive spirit and they
Mike Hobby, Reg Lacey, Roy Payne, Con Sonnemann, Bobave always played very tough but fair. When Kilburn won
Sampson and Gil Schultz, were previously acting aloneits second only premiership this year, it did so against the
Importantly, they have credited Statewide Recycling with theodds. Having been thrashed by Broadview by 60-odd points
foresight to recognise that through regional cooperatioiin the second semi-final, it came out to win in a tough game,

Mr CLARKE (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): |

nt to make a couple of points, but first | want to pay a debt
ere a debt is due, in particular to the Minister for Educa-
n and Children’s Services. Some time ago | said that if he
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with no malice. It was a tough match, and it was a game close friend of all these people. Her work has been terrific.
which see-sawed. Fortunately, right triumphed over might ifPut simply, Val has added to the quality of life for this group.
that the Kilburn Football Club won its second premiership.Val's work towards this event and her ongoing efforts should
The Kilburn Football Club was beaten on two previousbe applauded. | know that she gets great satisfaction from
occasions during the year by the Broadview Football Clubthese efforts, but | should like to acknowledge her work not
However, it just shows that if a team loses the second seménly in helping these people but also being a special friend
final it does not necessarily mean that it will lose the grando them.
final. I also note that there have been comments in the written Marlene Murphy has devoted much of her life to the Port
media expressing concern about the Kilburn Football Clubclub and been involved in many previous deb balls. However,
Again, as a proud patron of that club, | can only say that thathis ball was a new and special experience for her. It added
is sour grapes. Kilburn showed all of them in the only wayan extra aspect to a long career as one of those volunteers
that it knows. It demonstrated its contempt for that type ofwhom organisations treasure. Marlene is a tireless worker for
demeaning comment on a great football club by winning thener club, and to see this group benefit from her many talents
premiership in very tough conditions. was terrific. Marlene now has a new group of friends, and |
That leads me to my final point, which is the forthcomingknow that she treasures the experience.
SANFL grand final this Sunday. Whilst I am not a Central A deb ball in Port Pirie is not complete without Mrs Gloria
Districts supporter, on this occasion | support the underdoggonnelly. She began working with debs in 1970, and since
I note that the Minister for Industrial Affairs, who is a life then 2 000 young ladies have benefited from Gloria’s
member of that club, was wearing a small dog badge on higuidance. Mrs Connelly must have some terrific memories
lapel, and he confirms with me that it is a mongrel—a termof those 25 years of helping debs and their partners, and | am
well known to this House and to me. Nonetheless, | fullysure that this particular group would have given her enormous
support the Central Districts Football Club in triumphing oversatisfaction. Two other stars of the presentation were Chloe
Port Adelaide. Whilst | have sympathy for Port Adelaide—Heidrich and Claire Mudge, who, as flower girls, did a terrific
many in my electorate barrack for that team—any club WhiC(?ob. Ex-Port football coach and one of Port Pirie’s real
can have lan McLachlan and the Minister for Mines andpersonalities, Ron Redford, came back from his new
Energy as its patrons or Vice Presidents is not one to whicfesidence at Victor Harbor to MC the ball and added a great
I would wish to belong. I fully support the sentiments of thedeal to the evening.
majority of this House, which | know will be towards the | congratulate the Port Football and Community Sporting
Central Districts Football Club triumphing on Sunday.  Club. The former Port Football Club was a famous club in the
area. Recently it decided to extend its work within the
X . S community and changed its name. It now sponsors many
hearing the comments about how fair a team itis, 1 join thegy s other than football, and this deb ball showed what a
list of poI|t|C|ans_W|th apoor memory. . club can do when it looks beyond its own needs and into the
In the short time available to me today | wish to speak;qmmunity. Along with the help of many generous sponsors,
about a very special event in Port Pirie which | had thehe cjub provided the financial resources to ensure that
honour of attending recently. It was an event which was NOjjresses; suits, hairdressing and the essentials were absolutely
only very special to a group of terrific people but was the typ&,, parrier to the participation of these people.
2nd oLl which makes tthe closeknit and proud communiy, Ve &l Know that pokies are having many harmfuleffects
%n the community. However, the smiles of the participants

that it is. LoNEh
. . and the crowd was an indication that here was at least one
The Port Football and Community Sporting Club Debu'club very conscious of its community and its responsibility

: : e X 9§ its people. | thank Dennis and Midge Johnson and the
to the delight of their families and friends. They were 12 Veryboardpof tﬂe Port club. What they did fgr these people was

special ladies who, despite disabilities, were taking one morSniversally applauded on the night, and they certainly gave
giant step towards fulfilling t_helr_potentlal._ It was to our some real credibility to having the word ‘community’
knowledge only the second time in Australia that what Car?qcluded in the new club name

only be described as ‘special’ debutantes have been presen Everybody in our community needs some help to reach

ed, the only other having been in Sydney. : - . . .
This was no ordinary deb ball. We had 12 charming ladiednelr full potential. Those who organised this ball achieved
uch in helping 22 people towards attaining their goals. This

and 10 wonderful partners whose courage far outweighe . . .
their disabilities. It was terrific to see the willingness of E]all again showed how the Port Pirie community looks after

Damon Ganley and Anthony Dwyer to partner two of the'ts own. It also showed that this community is a leader. What
girls. The debs were Alison Jones, partnered by Michaetlhey did for thzfde(?s anddpartnﬁrsdwzs abs?IHter .terrlflc. I
Viney; Julie Schenk, by Damon Ganley; Lesley Mudge, byquOte Ron Redford’s words to the debs, as follows:
Jeff Thiele; Sandra Brooks, by Daryl Brooks; Katherine Notonly hasitbeen good for you, it has been very, very good for
Joppich was escorted by Darren Liebart; Marissa Gould b{/*:
Ivan Nacinovic; Catherine Edwards was partnered by my personally enjoyed this experience very much, and |
nephew Peter Kerin; Kellie Martlew was partnered byencourage people and organisations in other communities to
Anthony Dwyer; Sandra Mark by Barry Puddie (who sang forconsider doing likewise for their special people.
us later); Lorraine Vermeeren by Daryl Vermeeren; Julie
Agius by Allan Agius; and Raelene Hoskin was partnered by
David Ayliffe.

This ball did not just happen; it was the culmination of
months of hard and dedicated work by many people. Val Mr MEIER: Mr Deputy Speaker, | draw your attention

Coad of the Leisure Buddy Service in Port Pirie has becomt the state of the House.

Mr KERIN (Frome): Having played against Kilburn and
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A quorum having been formed: This power is consistent with existing powers for all other classes
of property.
SITTINGS AND BUSINESS The third matter deals with the transfer of registration of heavy

vehicles under the Federal Registration Scheme to the South
Lo . Australian Registration Scheme. Heavy vehicles are classed as
The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Deputy Premier): | move: vehicles with a gross mass of 4.5 tonnes or more.
That Standing Orders be and remain so far suspended as to enable For a number of years Federal and State Governments have been
the introduction of Government Bills during the Address in Reply,}/vorklng towards a set of more uniform National Road Transport
aws.

Motion carried. A major concern however has been the impact upon stamp duty
consequent upon the transfer of a heavy vehicle back onto the home
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY BELLS State’s registration system. Exempting the transfer of registration
from duty will enable the abolition of the current Federal registration
The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Deputy Premier): | move: scheme to proceed.

. . A stamp duty impost on these transfers would have attracted
That Standing Orders be so far suspended to provide that whegiidespread criticism and would have been unfair in a situation where
any division or quorum is called the division bell will be rung for the change in registration will not be at the owners’ instigation.
three minutes, with the clerk determining the three minutes by using  Most other jurisdictions have indicated they will provide an
the debate time clock. exemption in these situations. South Australian already provides an

i i i ildi i exemption for vehicles transferring to this State where the vehicle
This will apply until the building renovations have been has been registered in the name of the applicant in another State or

Completed. . Territory. However, the legislation does not recognise vehicles
Motion carried. registered under the Federal scheme.
Accordingly, the Bill proposes to amend the Act to provide an
STAMP DUTIES (MISCELLANEOUS) exemption for heavy vehicles registered under the Federal regis-
AMENDMENT BILL tration scheme, on their transfer to the State registration scheme.

The fourth matter dealt with in the Bill relates to the treatment

. fl ,andi ticul here therei tensi fal f
The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Treasurer) obtained leave and gng?jzi,ls andin particuiarwhere there IS an extension ot a lease for

introduced a Bill for an Act to amend the Stamp Duties Act  On occasions the parties to a lease agreement wish to vary the

1923. Read a first time. covenants of the lease, for reasons other than the term of the lease,
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | move: and registration of the variation can only be achieved by an extension
o ' ’ . of the lease.
That this Bill be now read a second time. o Such extensions are generally for a term of one day. However,
| seek leave to have the second reading explanation insertedder the current stamp duty provisions, the variation to the leasing
in Hansardwithout my reading it. arrangement is considered to be a new lease and therefore assessable

at a rate of $1 for each $100 of rent payable.
Leave granted. The result is that the taxpayer may have to pay double duty in

This Bill seeks to amend the Stamp Duties Act in respect of sixespect of the one lease. This is clearly inequitable and a disincentive
separate issues. to business.

The package of amendments either propose exemption from The proposal under the Bill is therefore to amend the lease duty
taxation in certain circumstances, or propose provisions that wilprovisions to ensure an extension of lease drawn for a period not
ensure fairer and more equitable treatment under the Act. exceeding one day, and for the sole purpose of varying a covenant

The first matter dealt with by this Bill concerns the application other than the rent payable, is chargeable with a nominal $10 duty.
of stamp duty on the transfer of registration of a motor vehicleThis will remove the possibility of double duty being charged.
between persons other than spouses. The fifth matter under the Bill deals with charging orders

Currently an exemption applies for the transfer of a specifidmposed under the Enforcement of Judgements Act. The Enforce-
interest in a motor vehicle between spouses (including de factment of Judgements Act enables a creditor to be provided with a
spouses), or former spouses. charge over the property of a debtor as imposed by an order of the

All other persons however pay duty under the existing legislationCourt.

The duty is based on the full value of a motor vehicle at the time of The Government believes the incidence of stamp duty on
registration, irrespective of whether the vehicle is transferred to soleharging orders is an unintended consequence of the Enforcement
or joint ownership, or whether a person is added to or deleted fromf Judgements Act. It is therefore proposed that the Stamp Duties
a registration with multiple ownership. Act be amended to provide an exemption from mortgage duty on

This has resulted in an inconsistency between motor vehicleharging orders imposed under the Enforcement of Judgements Act.
registration transfers and property transfers. In respect of property This approach is considered reasonable and equitable both from
transfers, duty is based on the actual value of the interest passing. Rbe Government’s position and that of the taxpayer.
example, if an additional person acquires an interest in property, duty The final matter being dealt with in the Bill, deals with stamp
is payable on the share of the property passing to the new ownerduty on the transfer of shares under the Clearing House Electronic

This Bill therefore seeks to amend the Stamp Duties Act so thabubregister System (CHESS) of the Australian Stock Exchange
in the future duty will only apply to a share of the vehicle ownershipwhere the transfer does not result in a change of beneficial owner-
where a person is being added to or deleted from the registration ship.
ownership. A formula, for the purpose of determining proportional  Certain classes of documents are chargeable with nominal duty
ownership, is proposed as part of the amendment. under the Stamp Duties Act where no change of beneficial ownership

The second matter deals with the stamp duty treatment of leaszecurs.
instruments where the rental payable cannot be ascertained or All other States have taken the position of exempting transfer
estimated, or is considered to be less than the current market rent fahere there is no change in beneficial ownership, rather than
the property. charging nominal duty. This leaves South Australia as the only State

In some instances lease rentals are structured to be based orutrently imposing duty.
percentage of business turnover. In other cases the leasing agreementin order to ensure uniformity across all jurisdictions, as was
centres around incentives offered to the lessee, such as periods ofagreed with the development of CHESS, it is proposed that the
rent, free fit outs or cash payments to take up the lease. Stamp Duties Act be amended to provide an exemption from stamp

In these instances the ability to assess duty on market rental éluty where there is no change in beneficial ownership from transfers
on the value of the incentives is not clearly provided for in thethrough the CHESS system of the Australian Stock Exchange.
existing legislation. In preparation of this Bill, consultation has taken place with those

It is therefore proposed to amend the Act to provide the Comindustry groups with an interest in the proposals or likely to be
missioner of Stamps with the legislative authority to seek a deteraffected in any way.
mination of the market rental value where there is doubt as to the Explanation of Clauses
bona fide nature or value of the rent. Clause 1: Short title
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Clause 2: Commencement This Bill seeks to amend theay-Roll Tax Acto exempt from
These clauses are formal. pay-roll tax wages paid or payable by a motion picture production
Clause 3: Insertion of s. 42BA company.

This clause inserts new section 42BA into the principal Act, The exemption is to apply where the motion picture production
providing a concessional rate of duty on certain applications tgompany satisfies the Treasurer that wages were paid or payable for
transfer registration of a motor vehicle. The new provision will the production of a feature film wholly or substantially within the
provide that, for applications executed after its commencemengtate, and which will result in the employment of South Australian
where there is only a partial change in the list of registered ownerkesidents and will bring economic benefits to the State. _

of the vehicle (ie.'where the application only involves adding or . The amendment will provide an incentive to encourage motion
subtracting a name or names to or from the list), the duty will be gicture production companies to view South Australia as a finan-
proportion of the duty that would otherwise be payable, calculate@ially and geographically attractive location to establish a base from

in accordance with the formula contained in the provision. which to undertake feature film production.

The new provision does not derogate from any other provision _This exemption will resultin enhanced employment opportunities
providing an exemption in the Act. being established for the State.

Clause 4: Insertion of s. 75 Explanation of Clauses

This clause inserts a new section 75 in the principal Act giving the ~ Clause 1: Short title

Commissioner certain powers in relation to determining the dutyThis clause is formal.

payable on a lease of property. The provision provides additional Clause 2: Amendment of s. 12—Exemptions

powers in relation to two particular situations, as follows: Section 12 provides for various exemptions under the Act. It is
where the consideration payable under a lease cannot be ascgttended to include an exemption from pay-roll tax in respect of
tained; and wages paid by a motion picture production company where the
where the consideration payable under the lease is inadequate (igages are paid to a person involved in the production of a feature
is less than the current market rent for the property). film where the Treasurer is satisfigd) that the film will be

In both cases the Commissioner will be able to assess the duroduced wholly or substantially within the Stage) that the film
payable based on the current market rent for the property the subjedill result in the employment of South Australians; gojithat eco-
of the lease. Subclause (1) defines ‘current market rent’ to be the@omic benefits will accrue to the Sate on account of the production
consideration (whether in the form of rent or any other form) that 20f the film.
lessee might reasonably be expected to pay, expressed as a rate of
rent per annum. Mr CLARKE secured the adjournment of the debate.

Flor the purptc))ses o:jthisfprovision, the Corr:jmissio_ner may cause
a valuation to be made of any property to determine its current
market rent and, having regard to the merits of the case, may recover LAND TAX (HOME UNIT COMPANIES)
the whole or part of the expenses of the valuation from the person AMENDMENT BILL
liable to pay the duty.

Clause 5: Amendment of schedule 2 The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Treasurer) obtained leave and
This clause makes a number of amendments to schedule 2 of tietroduced a Bill for an Act to amend the Land Tax Act 1936.
prm;_lpr:lll A'?. ds that part of the schedule that deals with d tRead afirsttime.

irstly, it amends that part of the schedule that deals with duty . .
on transfer of motor vehicle registration to provide an exemption The an. S‘] BAKER: | move: .
from duty where the applicant provides evidence that immediately That this Bill be now read a second time.
before the application the motor vehicle was registered under a layseek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted
of the Commonwealth. This part of the schedule is also consey, Hansardwithout my reading it
quentially amended for consistency with proposed section 42BA. )

Secondly, it amends that part of the schedule dealing with lease L-€ave granted.
duty to provide that, in the case of a lease made by way of an Prior to the commencement in February 1968 of strata title
extension of an existing lease, the duty is $10 if the term of theyrovisions in theReal Property Actt was not possible to obtain
extension is a period not exceeding one day and the sole purposeséparate titles where multiple dwellings were constructed as a single
the extension is to vary a covenant (other than a covenant specifyirnglilding complex on a single land parcel.
the rent payable) contained in the existing lease. Although thisisthe Home Unit Company Schemes provided for the acquisition of
only substantive change, the lease provision has been recast so thabrests in individual home units through the purchase of a company
itis easier to read and is consistent with proposed new section 7&hare which entitled that person as the shareholder to the exclusive

Thirdly, the schedule is amended to exempt from stamp dutyise and occupation of a defined home unit.
charging orders made under section 8(1) of Erdorcement of There has been considerable dissatisfaction with the assessment
Judgements Act 1991 of land tax in relation to Home Unit Companies.

Fourthly, the schedule is amended to exempt from stamp duty an  The nature of land ownership under these arrangements results
SCH-regulated transfer of a marketable security that does not resyf 5 degree of uncertainty and inequity in the assessment of land tax
in a change in beneficial ownership and is not chargeable with dutyinger the current provisions of the Act.
as a conveyance operating as a voluntary disposition inter vivos. | anq tax is currently assessed on the basis that the Home Unit

Finally, Form A, which is obsolete, is removed from the Company is the legal owner of the property on which the units are
schedule. built with land tax being assessed on the total taxable value of the

property.

Mr CLARKE secured the adjournment of the debate. Whilst exemption is provided in respect of those units which are
occupied by shareholders as their principal place of residence and
the total taxable value of the land reduced accordingly, the Home
PAY-ROLL TAX (EXEMPTION) AMENDMENT Unit Company is only entitled to one concessional threshold thus

BILL resulting in individual shareholders who do not occupy their units
frequently paying more land tax than would be the case if their inter-
The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Treasurer) obtained leave and ests were separately assessed.

introduced a Bill for an Act to amend the Pay-roll Tax Act Since the introduction in 1968 of strata title provisions under the

1971. Read a first time. Real Property Acthe preferred mode of home unit ownership is on
a strata title basis rather than through a Home Unit Company
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | move: structure.
That this Bill be now read a second time. The current provisions of tHeand Tax Actecognises individual

| seek leave to have the second reading explanation inserté'ﬁit owners under strafa title ownerships but does not recognise
Shareholders of a home unit company as if they are owners for land

in Hansardwithout my reading it. tax assessment purposes other than for the purposes of principal
Leave granted. place of residence exemption.
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Clearly equity would be served if the individual shareholdersreform will be maintained, which | fully support, its having
were consistently treated as if they were owners for land tapeen built on firm financial foundations and linked by the

purposes. i i i i
It is proposed by this Bill to amend the provisions of thend economic, environmental and social development strategies

Tax Actto provide for the recognition of shareholders in a HomeWhich incorporate technological change and new technology
Unit Company in existence in February 1968 as if they are theand to improved employment opportunities and community
owners of the respective units to which their shareholding relatesservices. In some areas of our service delivery South
resﬂgﬁggae’l%?n‘g't'i'oﬂ'?gfarggicaﬂﬁ;“giﬂgﬂg gggﬁg’ig'rg"gﬁf %Ifustralia is now achieving international recognition for
permit assessment of land tax on an individual basis where units af§T0rm and innovation. This is a far cry from what we have
not occupied by their ‘owners’. seen in the past 10 to 15 years in South Australia. We are

The Government has consulted with relevant industry on thenaking real progress and | was heartened to hear Her
measures contained in this Bill and has appreciated their ContfibLExceIIency’s comments.

tion. Explanation of Clauses We now havg an underlying defici.t i.n the non-cpmmercial
Clause 1: Short title sector of $36 million. | say again ‘deficit’ because it is a good
Clause 2: Commencement budgetary figure we are seeing and a lot better than we have

These clauses are formal. _ seen for many years. The Government is to be congratulated
Clause 3: Amendment of s. 4—Interpretation on this great achievement. This session we will allow the sale

This clause amends section 4 of the principal Act by inserting a ne b . .
subsection (2) dealing with Home Unit Companies. New subsectio\%f the timber processing operations of Forwood products. |
(2) sets out a number of criteria which are the defining characteristic¢€lcome this move and we will be looking for the best
of Home Unit Companies, and then provides that where a schemgossible price. We will also allow the sale of the bulk loading
satisfies the criteria outlined, each dwelling in the scheme will bgacilities of the Ports Corporation, the State Government

taken to be a separate parcel of land and, despite the definition o .
‘owner’, the shareholder who is entitled to occupy the dwelling surance Commission and Austrust, which should be

(rather than the company) will be taken to be the legal owner of théir}alised by December. The Government is also p_roceeding
land on which the dwelling is situated. with the proposed sale of the South Australian Meat
This provision will only apply to schemes established before 22Corporation.

February 1968, which is the date on which the Strata Titles ; ; ;
provisions commenced. I wish to comment on the Meat Corporation, because it

Clause 4: Amendment of s. 10A—Exemption of certain residentidlas been a large drain on the finances of the State. | do not
land from land tax support the principle or the idea that Governments should be
This clause makes consequential amendments to section 10A of thevolved in running an abattoir, particularly one that has been
principal Act to remove those subsections which currently prOViderunning at huge losses for many years. Abattoirs can run at

an exemption in relation to Home Unit Companies. .
Clause 5: Amendment of s. 73—Powers of inspection and inquir? profit and run well. If one wants to see proof of that, one

This clause makes a consequential amendment to section 73 of tR8ly has to look at the progress of the Port Pirie abattoir,
principal Act so that it refers only to ‘document’, in keeping with the which only two years ago was threatened with closure. The

proposed new definition. Conroy company purchased that outfit and we now see a

Clause 6: Amendment of s. 74—Commissioner may cause : ;
person to be examined before a local court Brofitable and successful enterprise there. | also note the

This clause makes a consequential amendment to section 74 of tHecent sale of the South-East abattoir and | hope that some
principal Act so that it refers only to ‘document’, in keeping with the company will come along and take over the operations of

proposed new definition. SAMCOR. | am confident that this facility with its existing
(Clause 7: Insertion of s. 74A ition qvork force can be a most efficient operation.
This clause is consequential to the proposed new definition o

‘document’ and provides that, in relation to information stored on A_Iso mentioned in the spee_ch was the sale_qf the loading
computer or some other device, a power to inspect or requir&Cl“tleS of the Ports Corporatlon. | refer speCIflcaIIy to the
production includes the power to produce or require production osale of the Cooperative Bulk Handling gantries and belts,
the information in an L.Inderstandable form through the use of thaﬁlh|ch has been on the agenda for some months_ | had hoped
computer or other device. that we would see a decision before the coming harvest, but
we will not, because it is only a month or so away. We are
about to get a report on the future of deep sea ports in South
ADDRESS IN REPLY Australia from the South Australian Deep Sea Ports Commit-
tee. | am tipping that that committee will tell us that the ports
Adjourned debate on motion for adoption (resumed orihat need upgrading to maintain facilities that can handle
motion). these larger ships will be the Port of Adelaide and Port Giles
(Continued from page 82.) on this side of the Gulf, as well as Port Lincoln. | am
concerned that Wallaroo might miss out but, whatever the
Mr VENNING (Custance): | have pleasure in supporting decision, it will make the sale of these facilities difficult,
the motion and | thank Her Excellency, Dame Roma, fobecause it will affect their value.
opening the Parliament this week in the third session of the Nobody expects the Government to give these facilities
forth-eighth Parliament. | congratulate Her Excellency,to Cooperative Bulk Handling. We need to establish a reason-
because she is now in her fifth year as Governor of Southble price and in the end | will support the sale of these belts
Australia and | thank her for her wonderful efforts as ouronly to Cooperative Bulk Handling Company. To sell them
Governor. | see Dame Roma two or three times each year o anybody else would be to put a stumbling block in the way
my electorate and her enthusiasm is a marvel and she is veo§ a very efficient company. If a company does not have
well received by my constituents. | thank her for her enthusicontrol of its shipping outlets, it will severely affect the
asm and her energy, which have inspired us all. efficient service delivery of the company and make manage-
I note from her speech that the Government’s economiment difficult and unpredictable. Whatever happens, | will be
and financial reforms are in place and that the Governmenigilant in making sure that Cooperative Bulk Handling is
is giving priority to the achievement of long-term social able to acquire these belts. They are not worth the figures that
benefits for the people of South Australia. The momentum ofiave been quoted. | pay tribute to the late Mr Allan Glover,

Mr CLARKE secured the adjournment of the debate.
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who is being buried tomorrow, for the work he did asplants to serve the Adelaide Hills and towns in the Barossa
Chairman of the Deep Sea Ports Committee. We will mis§/alley, the Mid North and along the Murray River. These
him. I look forward to the committee’s report and how it will projects will proceed under the build-own-operate scheme,
affect the sale of our port facilities here in South Australia.with the successful tenderers to be announced by the middle

The Kickstart program was referred to in Her Excellency’sof 1996. | hope that this time next year the projects will be
speech and itis now operating in 14 regional centres. | knowvell under way.
how successful it has been, because the first of these pro- Water quality, particularly in the Barossa Valley in recent
grams in regional South Australia began in Clare in mydays, has been absolutely dreadful. The bottles of water that
electorate. It has been an extremely successful operation ahdirculated to all members turned out to be a worthwhile
| congratulate the Mayor, Bob Phillips, for his input. It has venture. Most members are now fully aware of the quality of
been a real boon for employment in our region. water that people in this region have to put up with. | was

| also welcome the recommendation of a task force whictasked whether | faked the water or added something extra to
has reported on strategic options for Eyre Peninsula. Thithe bottles. | certainly did not, and | want that put on the
region supports annual primary production valued atecord. If anybody wishes to know who collected the water
$1.75 billion, give or take a billion, because certainlyand from where, | am quite prepared to show them the
seasonal fluctuations can have a big input in that. Fodocumented information that says it was taken by independ-
pastoralists in the north of our State, amendments to thent authorities—in fact, experts—and that I just purely mixed
Pastoral Land Management and Conservation Act will béogether the samples, bottled them, and had the bottles
introduced to provide much greater security of lease tenurgrofessionally corked. If anybody wants a bottle, | still have
What welcome words are these! You just cannot imaginghree or four spares. There have been three extra bottlings to
what it would be like to be a pastoralist in this State and taccope with the increased demand. | am pleased with the
have this hanging over your head. There has been no certaintyoject, which highlights the problem of the people of this
of tenure. What pastoralist would be encouraged to improveegion.
his or her facilities when they know they could lose their  Our only other concern in relation to this decision is that
lease under these Acts? The proposals have been develoghd Barossa vineyards need more water. The only thing that
to combat all these problems. | look forward to theis restricting the Barossa from furthering its world famous
Government’s coming down and putting in place an agreereputation is water. One way of obtaining water is via the
ment so that our pastoralists have some surety of tenure. Swan Reach pipeline from the Murray River. There is an

I note, with satisfaction, an increased exploration effort inargument that we do not need to be putting filtered water onto
minerals and mining. The Department of Mines and Energyhe vineyards. That contra-discussion is happening in the
is cooperating with private companies to investigate thdBarossa. Certainly, by far the stronger argument is that the
feasibility of establishing a new smelting industry in the northpeople living in the region want filtered water. | do not know
of South Australia, based on the local iron ore and coalvhether we are able to duplicate the service or locate the
deposits. The State is in the forefront of action to provide affiltration plant in such a place that we can satisfy all users,
alternative right to negotiate process under theand | have had discussions with the Minister about that.
Commonwealth Native Title Act. There we seeitagain. Itis | was also pleased to hear that the Government will
expected that the South Australian proposal will be approveninplement a new policy and program designed to nurture and
in the near future to provide a more certain procedure to deaevelop the outstanding gifts of talented children in our
with native title claims and mining activity. The proposed education system, enabling children to take up higher level
Alice Springs to Darwin railway will have a great input in studies, extension courses and special extra curricular
this and 1 will refer to that matter later. activities. This is a very good move to get away from

| am also very pleased that an agreement has been reach@@moting mediocrity, as Governments in this State have
with the Commonwealth on the extension of the new runwaylone for many years. We have gifted students and, at all
at Adelaide Airport. It is long overdue, and it has taken thistimes, we have to promote those gifts to let those people
Government to pick it up and run with it, even though somereach their full potential. The system we had in place did not
of the funding comes from a Federal Labor Government. Ourecognise gifted children: in fact, it actually stifled them,
local State Labor people were not able to achieve that. Thalyringing all the students along at one level. We are not all the
in conjunction with the tunnel to Stirling and the freeway, same; we are not all created as equals; and we all have
will make a big difference. Once again, it is tied in with the different strengths and different attributes. This is a good
Darwin to Alice Springs railway line. move in the right direction. It is not elitist: it is purely making

| am also pleased with Her Excellency’s comments abouthe most of our opportunities as a State. Surely, a State’s
the upgrade of the Bolivar waste water treatment plant andreatest potential, its greatest future, lies with its younger
the treated waste will be piped to the Virginia-Two Wells people—its students.
area. This will turn a negative into a great positive. Once | note with interest the comments about new technology
again, it has taken this Government to see the advantage lreing applied to overcome disadvantages faced by students
this. | want to pay tribute to the MFP for its involvement in in more remote locations. This is an issue | have debated in
this project. In this area, | know full well the problems this House many times during my six years here. We now
regarding water and the restriction of development in théave 19 interactive video sites linked across the State, and
State, in relation to the Barossa Valley as well. If there is toanore are planned in what is becoming one of the world’s
much water for the Two Wells area, | hope that some can blargest electronic classrooms. This is a real plus, and | will
piped further on to the Barossa Valley. This will irrigate give the Labor Government the kudos of being in power
extended horticultural crops and replace an environmentavhen the first one was switched on—and | was present for
problem with an economic opportunity. the switching on process about five or six years ago, when

I was heartened to be reassured by Her Excellency that thdelaide TAFE was linked to Nuriootpa. Since then, we have
Government plans the construction of up to 11 water filtratiorseen great strides in technology. The costs have come way
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down, and the expertise and operations system have certainly | am sick of the carping criticism and negative comments
improved. Now it is a most effective alternative where face{from the very people who caused this disaster—the Labor
to-face teaching is not available. | congratulate all those wh@pposition. Are Opposition members naive? Have they short
had anything to do with that. memories or are they just stupid? The polls say that it is the
At the moment, South Australia is at the crossroads. Twdatter. | notice that a newer Opposition member has just
years ago, South Australia was at its lowest ebb. We wereeturned to the House and it is good to see at least one
almost as far down as we could go. We had a debt of closmember of the Labor Opposition listening to me.
to $10 billion. When the Federal debt was added to that, we Members interjecting:
were in a most regrettable situation. Nobody disputes these Mr VENNING: It was not her problem and she should
facts: nobody at all. The people of South Australia havenot allow her colleagues to carp on continually. New
spoken in the December 1993 election, and they judge@®pposition members should be more responsible than their
decisively with regard to what they thought about thecolleagues. Certainly, | want the Opposition to be responsible
previous Government, what it had done to our State, and hoand help the process of re-establishment, and this should
close it took us to ruin. There was choking debt, and it is stilinvolve the newer members particularly because they were
there in many areas. The only way out of debt is to stomot part of the problem and they do not have to wear the
paying all of our ever-increasing taxes in interest on the debfydium. They can criticise by all means, but they should offer
that is, money that we owe to other people. We have to paglternatives at the same time. But, no, all we hear is knocking.
the interest on it before we pay back the capital. For the past Certainly, what we are trying to do with SA Water is
20 years, this State has been borrowing and borrowing, amgvolutionary. For Australia at least it is a new move in this
often borrowing just to pay interest. If this were an ordinarydirection by offering out our water and sewerage operations
business—a farm, a small town company or a manufacturer-te private enterprise without selling the facilities or giving
we would have gone out of business long ago. away the power to set fees. This is new and innovative
It would have gone out of action because one should ngground and it may be difficult to accept, but what do we hear
borrow money to pay interest. An average banker wouldrom the Opposition? All Opposition members do is under-
certainly not allow it and the bank manager would havetake scare tactics and frighten everyone. We are probably one
visited and said, ‘Sorry, unless you can invigorate yourof the last States in Australia to have a fully Government
operation and generate more capacity to pay off your debt, weperated and owned water supply system. We are trying to
won't let you continue.” South Australia now has new make changes for the benefit of everyone, particularly the
management and we are in there to pay off the debt and weorking class people whom the Opposition purports to
are doing just that. Governments across Australia of lateepresent, but we are just not given a go, and | despair of that.
predominantly have been Labor socialist Governments, andwould have appreciated the support and ideas of the
debt reduction strategy and responsible management have r@@pposition on this matter but negative scare tactics and
been their concern. They believe that someone else will fiblatant untruths about the Government’s selling off our
it and the pendulum will swing. However, the other side toState’s assets have been circulated instead.
that is the odium of having to make the tough decisions. If the program does not work—and it will work—I am
Well, we have a new Government and we have made thgure the program can be easily reversed if we have to do that.
tough decisions. All areas of Government expenditure havBeople are hurting. | have constituent farmers whose wives
come under scrutiny, and | am afraid that the two largesare SSOs and they often tell me of their problems, but we
areas, involving education and health, have been the keyave to get through the next two or three years, because | am
targets because they have been the Government's kepnfident we will then be able to ease some of these burdens.
expenditure areas, the areas where it spends most of ithe same applies to our hospitals. Also dear to my heart is
money. | know that people are feeling the squeeze, anthe situation involving the savage cutbacks to the Primary
teachers, SSOs, pupils, nurses, aides, patients and doctors ldustries Department (formerly the Agriculture Department)
all affected. Many of these people are our friends. Many ofind our research and development efforts in that area. Labor
my farm colleagues have wives working as SSOs and | haviead already cut deeply into this department, which had an
had letters and telephone calls expressing their concerAustralia-wide reputation for its work in research and
Everyone is hurting. We have trimmed the fat, the gloss, theevelopment, particularly its excellent extension networks.
luxuries, the spares and the non-productive services—they are Members will recall the restructuring in 1991 under
all going. The easy rides are over for the people concernedlinister Kym Mayes when he changed the name from the
We cannot carry passengers or tolerate waste. In thigriculture Department to the Department of Primary
situation, many innocent people are being caught up anbhdustries. Two years later we had new Minister Lynn
squeezed, along with everyone else. Certainly, it is a tougArnold, who came in with the McKinsey report, and again we
situation and the Government is aware of it. saw massive cuts and changes to the department’s structure
What do the people of South Australia want us to do? Ddrom top to bottom. Ours was already the lowest funded
they want us to back off and increase spending and so remadtepartment in Australia, whatever criteria were usgy
in debt for decades and be the other States’ poor cousin, eapita per GNP or as a ratio of revenue to expenditure. We
do they want us to make a more concentrated effort so thatiso saw the demise of the Rural Youth Movement in this
we can be over the worst of it in eight years? South Australigeriod, and that has been a sad consequence.
can and will be great again, so we must stand fast against the Our new Government cut all departments across the board
criticisms, because | know the majority of Southand, as the department had already been laid bare, it was
Australians—even those who are hurting—support what wasked to carry a very unfair burden. The department was not
are doing. If members want proof of that, they should jusin a position to carry those cuts, and this has been a major
check the polls or ask people in industry. Our unemploymentause of the problem. Certainly, the demise of Rural Youth
rate is still far too high but | am confident that this time nextconcerns me, because that organisation trained so many of
year we will see a big improvement. today’s rural leaders.
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If ever we needed Rural Youth in South Australia it isinformation | hear on the airwaves; and, secondly, if | need
now, but alas that activity has all but gone. We have seeto get across a message they are only too ready to cooperate
total Government neglect for over 20 years, and some brighgnd put out the word to my rural constituents.
bureaucrat will shortly open his or her eyes and say, ‘We | am also concerned about the proposed national heavy
have a problem. We need a training scheme for our youngehicle registration scheme. Itis a grand idea, but | am afraid
country folk in prevocational training and personal skills.’ that they have got it all wrong, because it does not fairly
What a waste and farce we have seen in this regard. We haeflect the user pays system: it does not sheet home the cost
a fantastic organisation doing just what was required, buto those who do most damage to our roads, and it does not
what have we seen happen? Rural Youth has been woumovide any incentive for people to do the right thing. We will
down to practically nothing. Yes, we are hurting, but mostsee a higher percentage of people choosing to run the gauntlet
South Australians are sharing the load. We want Soutlnd not register their vehicle, or at the very least they will
Australia to be great again, and | am going all the way withswap number plates. Why should casual road users such as
our courageous team. Members opposite have short merfarmers, manufacturing companies, local government bodies,
ories. They should wake up and think about our plight. Lastlubs and others pay the same rate as full-time road hauliers
week we sold the Remm Centre for $150 million, incurringwho use the same type of vehicles? We will be subsidising
a loss of about $900 million. the road hauliers. No wonder the road versus rail comparisons

If members want to know what happened to Southare always stacked one way, because if the road hauliers paid
Australia, they should consider the circumstances surrounder the damage they did we would not see the railways in
ing that project. People say to me, ‘What happened to thsuch a state of demise.
money? How could we lose that amount?’ There, we lost The new national charges give completely the wrong
$900 million, and we all knew what happened because itnessage. The only fair way is to set a fuel tax so that the
involved total and absolute waste by a Premier who wassers will pay via the fuel they use and the road damage they
advised against the project. However, he blazed ahead, anduse. The State Government now has the problem of
we witnessed the waste, the rorts and the poetry readings thagftening the blow where it can, because it will have to find
went on. We have now incurred a $900 million loss, whichconcessions for farmers who currently receive them. Farmers
is a monument to the shocking administration by the previoukave always been given a concession, and | will fight to keep
Government. | am upset about what has happened. Certaintizat, but it will now be very difficult to apportion the
the new owner of the Remm Centre has a bargain, that is atbbncession equitably.
| can say, and South Australia will pay for that mistake over The scale of fees for weights is ridiculous: a truck of up
a long time to come. to a tare weight of six to seven tonnes pulling a trailer will

Yes, the boat is full of water and we have the balers operattract a fee of $600, but if it weighs .1 of a tonne more the
but when we get the boat speed up we will get rid of all thefee will increase from $600 to $2 100. If you have a seven-
water and we will get faster and faster as we progress. Wnne truck pulling a trailer, you can imagine what will
will then all feel much better about our situation. | am happen. Great problems will be caused in this area. There
concerned about the cuts announced yesterday to the ABGdhiould be many more gradations. | do not know what our
7.30 Report which is probably the only current affairs Federal colleagues were doing when they set up this program.
program that many country people see. They cannot get th@learly, they have got it wrong and they are sending the
other channels— wrong message. It will be very interesting to see what

The Hon. M.D. Rann: You're right. happens if this is implemented like it is.

Mr VENNING: Of course | am right. For many years
country folk have relied on that program in order to know The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): |
what is going on in Adelaide and South Australia. Certainlyrise to deliver the Opposition’s contribution to the Address
some folk get thédvertiseron only one or two days a week in Reply. | want to commend the work of Her Excellency in
and even then itis two or three days late. The satellite servidéie conduct of her duties. The appointment by the previous
is an ideal service through which these people can get curre@overnment of South Australia’s first woman Governor,
affairs programs on the day they happen. Dame Roma Mitchell, has brought great dignity to the Vice

| am aghast to know what ex-Premier Bannon was doindregal office, an awareness of community needs and an acute
in Canberra as our representative on the ABC Board. Whgense of duty. The Governor has a keen sense of history and
has he allowed this to happen? Does he not have a heais? precisely the type of person needed to assist South
Does he not consider that South Australia will be the loserAustralia to respond to the political and constitutional
All we will get is Sydney and Melbourne news. How much changes required to take Australia to full nationhood in the
Adelaide news will we get? If we wait up until 10.30 on next century.

Friday night we might get a bit of a trickle. | will support It is usual in an Address in Reply debate to concentrate
with all my might the motion which the member for upon the detail of the Government's legislative program for
Norwood, who has just spoken, has suggested that he wilhe forthcoming period. My Address in Reply speech is, for
move, because this program is sacred to people in mthe most part, not about this: it is concerned primarily with
electorate. Sitting down in the evening and watching Sydnethe things not mentioned in the Governor’s speech. The most
and Melbourne news—because that is what we will get ousignificant aspects of this Government’s political, economic
of this networking program—I think stinks, to say the least.and social agenda—areas where Government policy is eating

However, | want also to be positive about the ABC. Thisaway at the community’s standard of living and where this
year we celebrate 50 years Bfie Country Houand ABC  Liberal Government is selling off vital public services and
rural radio in South Australia. lan Doyle and his team ofassets to private and often foreign interests—uwill not be the
tireless workers and reporters celebrate 50 years this weekeadbject of legislation or any proper parliamentary scrutiny.
and next, and | compliment them on a fantastic job. As a ruralhe public will continue to be sold short by decisions of
member of Parliament | rely on them, first, for the Executive Government for which this Government has no
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mandate. | am talking about decisions about which nde’s saying? Can we believe what he’s telling us?’ What

mention was made before the last election, or decisions th&upreme Court Justice Olsson said about the Premier’s
fly totally in the face of the promises made by the Liberalsevidence has cast a dark shadow over his premiership and his
when in Opposition. honesty and gives rise to serious questions about the

Itis all the things not mentioned in the Governor’s speechPremier’s fithess to lead the Government. The judge made it
that are central to the political debate in this State and thperfectly clear on more than one occasion that he unhesitat-
interests and welfare of ordinary South Australians. This isngly preferred the testimony of other witnesses to that of the
the Liberal Party which promised us when in Opposition ‘toPremier of South Australia.
improve the representation of the people and to make The Premier’s evidence could be described as the inverse
Government more accountable to the people througbfthe celebrated Alan Bond defence: whereas Bond could not
Parliament’. So, why is Parliament not being allowed torecall what did happen, Brown could recall clearly things
debate any legislation on the privatisation of the managemenmthich the judge ruled definitely did not occur. In Parliament
of South Australia’s water? If the selling off of the manage-and in the media the Premier is not under oath, but if we
ment and control of our water is so much in the interests o€annot rely on him to tell the whole truth under oath, in court,
South Australia, as the Premier and his Minister for Infra-how can South Australians trust his word in this Parliament
structure maintain, why are they so frightened to bring theor in the media?
contract before Parliament for scrutiny and consideration? The Hon. Frank Blevins: We couldn't.

If the case for privatisation really does make sense, why The Hon. M.D. RANN: Exactly. We couldn't, as the
is the Government spending hundreds of thousands of dollarsember for Giles interjects. Let us talk about water
on slick, one-sided advertising rather than giving Soutlprivatisation, the word they do not want to hear. | refer to the
Australians a real say? The fact of the matter is that thi$&Sovernment’s lamentable economic performance, its
Liberal Government behaves more like a secret service thasontempt for principles of open Government and accounta-
a democratic Government. It is a Government that believekility to the Parliament, and the cuts to essential social
that, by throwing money at the media through advertising andervices. One issue above all others—apart from South
sponsorship and buying a few documentaries, it will buyAustralians regretting the day they elected the Liberal
political support. That is only partly working. This involves Government—is the privatisation of the management and
not only the issue of water. There has been a failure to releasgeration of South Australia’s water and sewerage system.
documents requested in February relating to the Mr MEIER: | rise on a point of order, Mr Acting
Government’s mishandling of the Garibaldi HUS crisis, Speaker. The Leader of the Opposition has been corrected on
which is highlighted in the Coroner’s report today. There hasnany occasions for using the term ‘privatisation’ in relation
been the use of courts to deny the Opposition access to bas@ water, when it has been clearly stated that there is no
information relating to the contract that privatised theprivatisation policy.
operation and management of Modbury Hospital, which has The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Bass): That is not a point
been highlighted by the member for Elizabeth. of order.

The Opposition is still endeavouring to obtain information ~ The Hon. M.D. RANN: South Australians do not want
about the operation of the Government'’s basic skills test itto see their water and sewerage system sold off on nothing
our schools. When a community group with a legitimatemore than Government assurances based on faith, hope and
interest was refused access to the SARDI commission repaatlack of clarity. They want their say about what will happen
on a draft management plan for a whale sanctuary, th® their water utility. The Government does not have a
Ombudsman finally forced the Minister for Primary mandate from the people of South Australia to privatise,
Industries to release the report stating that there appearedaatsource, contract out, whatever it wants to call it, the
have been a ‘misuse of the provisions of the Freedom odperation of water and sewerage services in South Australia.
Information Act’. Even information about whales is sup- It does not have a mandate to give a private company the
pressed by this Government. right to profit from a monopoly to run these services without

The Brown Liberal Government is now close to its mid- telling taxpayers the details of the deal.
term point. Despite the media hype, it has presided over the Why did the Government not tell the people what they
worst economic growth rates in the nation. It has consistentlintended to do before the election? Because it knew that
given us anaemic growth in jobs, and the unemployment rat8outh Australians would recognise the risk of privatising our
has varied only from between being the worst in the natiomprecious water supply and oppose its plans. South Australia
to the second worst. It has cut deep into the funding of ouis totally reliant on that supply. It has been critical in our
public schools and hospitals and their ability to cater fully fordevelopment, and it is crucial to our future. The system was
the needs of students and patients respectively. It has savagdeleloped by successive Governments to provide the whole
vocational training and education. It has cut funding forcommunity with access to that most basic of our needs. Past
police and reduced the personal security of the vulnerablé€;overnments, regardless of political persuasion, have
and it has distinguished itself as the Government most likelguaranteed that the water was safe to drink and safe to use for
to persist in a politically lopsided waste of taxpayers’ dollarscommercial and industrial purposes.
on a royal commission into the beliefs of Aborigines called Past Governments made water available to almost every
on the basis of one interviewee who has since recanted hieme in the metropolitan area, delivered to the kitchen or the
story. bathroom, at the current cost of 88¢ a tonne—88¢ for every

It is not only that this Liberal Brown Government has 1 000 litres of water guaranteed by the State. The Minister
worked overtime at preventing adequate parliamentartells us what a great deal this outsourcing will be for South
scrutiny of its activities and at preventing the people of Soutiustralia over the next 15 years. No-one can predict the
Australia from having their say but also, after the Blaikie economic, geographic and social constraints that will affect
affair, we now have a Government that is led by a Premieour water supply in 15 years, including the Minister for
about whom it will always be asked, ‘Can we believe whatinfrastructure—he who most wants to be the Premier of this



Thursday 28 September 1995 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 103

State. Yet here is a Minister who is prepared to take secrethywhat criteria will apply? Is the Government bound contractu-
the risk of contracting out the operation of our water andally to increase charges to consumers under certain circum-
sewerage services for 15 years without a mandate, withostances, and what are the details? What arrangements will
making the details public, without the community’s approvalapply for staff to transfer to the contractor? What controls
and without one single vote being taken in this Parliamentwill be in place on the use of subcontractors by the prime

The Minister said his political career was on the line. Thatcontractor? How will SA Water ensure that any subcontracts
was an understatement. While the Minister may believe hiet by the prime contractor are at arm’s length and on the best
is shifting responsibility for things to go wrong to a contrac- commercial terms?
tor, he is mistaken: the Minister will remain responsible and Do the consultants used to assist in the preparation of
he will be blamed. This has been a political gamble ofcontract specifications and evaluation of the tenders have any
enormous proportions by the Minister. He and his Governengoing liability for their advice? Which consultants were
ment are placing at risk one of the best public utilities notgiven disclaimers against their advice? Will the salaries of
only in this country but internationally. The worst feature of senior water company executives be publicly disclosed as a
this gamble has been secrecy. The public was not told of theondition of the contract? What sanctions will apply to the
plans or given the opportunity to consider whether thisprivate company if it is found to have breached environment-
contract will protect their short or long-term interests. al standards? Will the Minister explain specifically what

What are the risks? What are the benefits? Why are wtechnology transfer will occur to South Australia as a result
doing this? The Minister has not given the public anyof the contract? What specific requirements exist in the
information about this contract, yet it is absolutely legitimatecontract to make sure the contractor keeps pace with techno-
that this Parliament and the public should know the details dbgical improvements and does not saddle South Australia
the biggest ever contract entered into by any State Govermvith inferior or outdated technology?
ment in this State’s history. The Minister is trying to sellus  Specifically, what new intellectual property of the
the deal that a contractor can pay a bigger dividend to theompany will South Australia have access to as a result of the
Government; pay its executives; make a profit; and, at theontract compared to the access it had previously? What
same time, deliver a better service at a lower cost to consunspecific goals and targets have been laid down for South
ers. The Opposition, the media and the public want importarAustralian industry involvement? What have been the due
questions asked and answered. diligence costs of negotiations to date, and what are they

Let us look at some of those questions which have not ygtrojected to be following the signing of the contract? These
been answered by this Minister. What will the contractor pay87 questions are just the start.
for the monopoly right to run our water and sewerage system? | notice that one or two journalists apparently believe the
What will be the savings over the life of the contract? WhatOpposition guilty of something like fear mongering about this
are the Government's targeted annual returns by way afeal. Have they themselves asked any of these questions, or
dividends from SA Water? In the event that dividendare sections of the media simply prepared to accept the
forecasts are not met, does the contract provide for SA Watédinister’s glib assurances? Certainly the Opposition will
to review the contractor’s performance and profits, and whatontinue to question any deal for which the Government has
action can be taken against the contractor? What will be theo mandate, that endangers billions of dollars of public assets
minimum capital of the contracting company? Will the and for which the Minister can offer no greater assurance to
contracting company be registered in South Australia?  the people of South Australia than the words, ‘Trust me.’

Is the contracting company required to lodge financial The Minister tells us that what he has in store for South
guarantees, and what are the details? What analysis addistralia cannot be compared with the French and United
economic modelling has been done to arrive at a realistiKingdom disasters in water privatisation, even though he is
assessment of potential economic benefits from the contradifinging the same people to this State to run it here. The
Will the contract control the contractor's annual level of Minister’s motto appears to be, ‘Never let the facts getin the
profit? What recourse will SA Water have should theway of a good story.” For South Australia’s sake, | am sorry
contractor fail financially? Will the Government hold any to say that the facts give us every reason to fear the conse-
securities against failure by the contractor to perform? Willquences of the Minister's water plan. All the foreign com-
SA Water have authority to direct the company to improvepanies bidding for control of Adelaide’s water and sewerage
performance, and are there penalty provisions? Will performsystem have extensive track records upon which they can and
ance indicators be made public? What will the contractor behould be judged. It is bizarre that each of the companies
required to do towards the conservation of water? lines up to say, ‘Don’tjudge us for what we have done in the

Will payments to the contractor include amounts based opast; don't judge us for what we have done in England; and
volumetric throughput? Who is responsible for capitaldon’t judge us for what we have done in France.’ Different
maintenance? Has the Government given any guarantesgstems, different circumstances, different laws; same
about the level of capital works? Will SA Water superviseblunders, same botch up, same corruption, same allegations.
maintenance programs? How will SA Water ensure that all The system that the Minister proposes is literally identical
work undertaken by the contractor represents best practicé®the French delegated management system, which has failed
What reporting systems will be in place by 1 January tahe French people and the French environment. The State
ensure that SA Water is fully equipped to monitor theLiberal Government has short-listed three tenderers for the
performance of the contractor and the systems? Will theell-off of our water supply and sewerage system. Three
management of SA Water be restructured to manage tHereign companies are behind the successful tenderer: North
contract? Will contract administrators be engaged to protedtest Water from the United Kingdom; Lyonnaise des Eaux
the rights of SA Water? from France; and a joint bid by the English firm Thames

Will the Minister release projections for future charges toWater and the French Compagnie Generale des Eaux.
consumers necessary to support the contract and dividends Those companies have been trying desperately to
to the Government? How often will charges be reviewed andustralianise themselves recently: bringing some locals on
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to the letterhead, sponsoring a few things, a bit ofSir Desmond is only one of many very well paid bosses in the
Shakespeare, a bit of WOMAD and a few other things aroungrivate water industry in Britain.

the place trying to pretend that they are locals. The factis Meanwhile, the company has opened a plush new
that, without these four massive foreign companies behin820 million customer care centre—again, money that people
them, none of these bids would have been considered by thrave said should be spent on pipes. There are also allegations
State Government. No authentically Australian, let alonehat the private water companies have lost up to £1 billion on
South Australian, bid was short-listed—a matter that broughtisky investments overseas—money that would have been
criticism from the Australian water industry and the Federabetter spent on fixing leaky pipes.

Government. The management of our water system, builtup | notice that North West Water claims that the Opposition,
with investment by the South Australian taxpayer and ownednd me in particular, has been mischievous and misrep-
and operated exclusively by South Australians, will be soldesented the company’s track record—look at the British
to a foreign-driven company to run for profit. It is a foreign- papers, surface those front pages of the Loriiaity Mirror
driven company, foreign owned, foreign dominated, ancand The Sunand elsewhere in South Australia—so it is
disguised with a bit of a kangaroo stuck in the corner of thecoming tomorrow to set the record straight. First, | point out
letterhead. that North West has fundamentally misunderstood Labor’s

What about the record of these companies whose experti§&nce on the privatisation of Adelaide’s water and sewerage
we apparently so desperately need? The Premier tells us tHaanagement. It says that we are campaigning against it in
these companies can run our water supply much morgarticular. It is wrong—we are campaigning against the lot
efficiently than the taxpayer through the EWS. One would nopf them. Labor does not prefer one of the foreign firms over
think that if one spoke to their customers overseas. Privata@ny of the others. We oppose the privatisation of SA Water
water has been a failure in the home countries of theseperations and management in principle and completely. We
companies—France and Britain. It has led to more expensivi@ink that the performance of all the companies around the
water for consumers, poor investment in infrastructureyorld is important and should be known to South Australians,

allegations of corruption and outrage at massive salaries f@o | do not resile from the negative conclusions that inevi-
senior executives. tably arise when we look at the activities and track record of

Let us look at Britain first. Since water was privatised inNorth West Water. - - _
Britain, average prices have increased by at least 67 per cent; 1he fundamental issue is: why is North West Water
disconnections, because people cannot afford to pay thé?,lddmg for this contract? We do not need to speculate on this
water bills, are up 50 per cent; profits for the water comISSue, because none other than North West Water has told the
panies have increased 125 per cent; and, surprise, surpri§ditish public why. The company’s own spokesman, Stephen

donations to the Tory Party from these firms are up 130 pdumphreys, is quoted ifihe Times-the Murdoch Pfes§, SO
cent—the biggest figure. it must be right—on 27 February, under the heading ‘North

The past northern summer was one of the driest on recor\élest Water looks to Australia for expansion,’ as saying:

In Bisin. There have been water restictons and In some 316 A chnvecat i ameriing Sreser e g
areas, emergency water d'Str'bUt'.O.n' But |t_has been an eV&{is an opportunity to build up a sustainable stream of earnings'
drier and hotter summer for the British public, thanks to theifyhich aren’t under threat from the whims of the regulator.

privatised water companies. That is because one fifth of thﬁere itis: the truth comes out. In other words, it wants to get

water supply in England .a.nd Wales is lost through Iea.kylts snout in the trough in South Australia to fund its activities
pipes. More than 800 million gallons of water a day is

tod. The water companies were simolv not investin theelsewhere, because elsewhere there are stricter demands,
wasted. The wal Ipanies were Simply notINvesting ey, ations and controls. Despite all the rorts and price rises
massive profits in repairing these leaks. It was a low priority,

. A g . ... 2in the United Kingdom, it is coming to Adelaide because it
according to the adm|SS|or} OT their own industry assoclationgq o the prospect of higher prices and higher profits to fund
the Water Services Association.

i its other activities.

Which company has been labelled the worst water waster? gyt 4o not just listen to Stephen Humphries. We have also
None other than North West Water, one of the companiefeard what Nick Greiner has said: that North West Water's
short-listed by this Government, which is coming to toWnagenda is full privatisation. Where is the Minister for
tomorrow to do a big PR spread to tell us how hunky doryinfrastructure? This is Mr Greiner, the former Liberal Premier

they all are. It has been reportedlihe Guardiarthat North ¢ New South Wales, now head of North West Water
West Water leaks enough water to meet the needs of molgstrajia, saying that its agenda is full privatisation. He is

than 5.5 million people; that is, enough water for a city fivecnhair of North West Water, and he said:
times the size of Adelaide. Last year alone the private British -

- o . . All the Governments know that we are ready, willing and able
water companies made £1.8 billion profit, and this year they ey choose to put the businesses up for sale. At the moment no-
are heading for a profit of more than £2 billion. They areone has quite had the political courageat the end of the datheir
snorkelling in excess. If these companies are making hugeroblems are not technical: their problems are political.
profits, where are they being spent if they are not being spefitie are seeing the thin end of the wedge: first outsourcing,
on infrastructure? contracting out for a long period (15 to 20 years), then they

North West Water has another claim to fame. It boasts thwill flog the lot. We know that since privatisation, in spite of
best paid man in British water. The chief of North Westskyrocketing prices, the companies have not maintained the
Water is the hapless Sir Desmond Pitcher, who has an annuafrastructure. Who tops the table for leaking pipes in the
pay packet of £360000 with share options worthUnited Kingdom? None other than North West Water. Nearly
£1.3 million. In total, that comes to well over $3 million. four in every 10 gallons of water supplied by North West is
When | was in England a few weeks ago, Sir Desmondvasted through leaky pipes, according to the Tory newspaper,
Pitcher was on the front page of most British papers. He is theDaily Telegraphof 26 August this year. A staggering 158
figure of fun who is despised throughout Britain. To be fair,million gallons a day is lost through North West's failure to
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maintain its pipes. During this latest UK drought, rather tharters for the industry. That certainly does not match the reports
fix the pipes, it has sought to commit environmental vandalt received first hand from the French water industry exec-
ism by raiding a river, according to the Tory newspaper, thaitives.

Daily Mail, two days later on 28 August. They already have substantial investments in Asia, with

Meanwhile, as | have said, Sir Desmond Pitcher tops thenore contracts on the way in Malaysia, the Philippines,
water table for the pay and perks of its Chief Executive—notMacao, Thailand and the world’s largest single market,
arecord of which to be proud. Mr Knipe comes here tomor-China. They already have Asian subsidiaries and neither
row, no doubt saying that | have mischievously attempted taompany supports in any way the claim that Australia would
discredit North West Water’s bid to win the Adelaide watersomehow be their huge Asian headquarters. Why should
and waste water contract. Instead of sending the monkepdelaide be their Asian headquarters when they already have
instead of sending Mr Knipe, they should send Sir Desmond presence in these other countries? Okay, the bid is kind of
Pitcher to South Australia. Let us give him a big Southplayed up a bit, made to sound pretty good, suggesting that
Australian welcome and ask him about the track record of hishere will be specialised infrastructure here and a leap
company in Britain. It is not a record of which to be proud. forward further north, but the fact is that they have substantial
It is not a record that has stood up to the scrutiny of theactivities in those Asian countries and they certainly did not
British press or the British Parliament. in any way match the rhetoric of the Premier or the Minister

The situation in France is little better. In the 10 years tadfor Infrastructure in terms of the jobs to be created here. Their
1990, the price of water in France increased by 170 per cerbids contain some commitments about investment in
In other words, in spite of all the rorts and price rises in theAdelaide and South Australia, but they were both already in
United Kingdom, they are coming to Adelaide because theghe region.
see the prospect of higher prices and higher profits. In France, On the issue of jobs, neither French water company ruled
the price, on average, is 30 per cent higher where theut further job losses in the South Australian water system in
management of the water supply is in private hands. Agairthe event of their taking over. They hoped that any further job
it is the public that pays heavily for private management. losses could be carried out on a voluntary basis. Labor is

But most distressing in France are the accusations dbtally opposed to the selling off of the management of our
corruption and pay-offs to public officials and politicians by water supply. After meeting with these companies, | am more
the private water companies bidding to run our water supplgonvinced than ever that the sell-off is not in the best interests
in South Australia. Last month—because | am a fair mindeaf this State.
individual—I was in Paris and met with senior executives of =~ This ambitious Minister for Infrastructure will always
both the French companies bidding for takeover of our watehanker after the premiership. It was in order to get one up on
Both companies have been embarrassed by court casé® Premier’s shrinking information technology deal that he
involving a series of allegations of political and corporateembarked upon this folly. The Minister will defend his
corruption of the most grotesque type. One of those allegaactions unrelentingly—that is his right—but | am not so sure
tions involves the alleged pay-off of a former mayor of that the people of South Australia believe that their control
Grenoble, who was also a Cabinet Minister, to secure thef a valuable basic utility should be compromised for the sake
local water contract. According to the charges in the courtef personal rivalries within the Liberal Cabinet.
and newspapers of France and Europe, his rumoured pay-off The Minister will ignore all the evidence to claim his deal
was over $A5 million. will not lead to higher prices. He may succeed in containing

The company was at pains to tell me that these wererices for a while, but he knows, and | know, what these
activities that allegedly occurred through a subsidiarywater companies are about and why they are here. All | can
company: it was a subsidiary company owned by theisay is that we in the Opposition have heard clearly what the
company, but it was a subsidiary. How could they be heldvater companies themselves are saying and we unhesitatingly
accountable? In any case, they said, the rules regardimmefer their evidence to that of this Government. We have
political donations had changed. | have asked them, by thieeard Nick Greiner, Chair of North West Water, say that
way, whether they will rule out making donations to the households and farmers pay too little for water and that it has
South Australian Liberal Party. | asked both companies; thbéeen underpriced and undervalued. We have heard his
response of both companies was that they would obviouslgnessage that the companies want to buy the water utilities
abide by the rules. outright and that this is simply a question of political will and

An honourable member interjecting: timing.

The Hon. M.D. RANN: Yes. There have been allegations  There is another issue: the question of French nuclear
surrounding pay-offs to politicians in the Indian Ocean islandests. The Premier told the media that both French companies
of Reunion. | have asked both Lyonnaise and CGE for fullwere opposed to the resumption by Jacques Chirac of nuclear
written reports on the series of allegations and the proceedesting in the Pacific. | asked their senior executives point
ings currently before the courts; they promised to supphplank. The response from Lyonnaise and CGE was that they
them, but I will not hold my breath. We do not want the taintwere neutral on the issue. Once again, the Premier’s testi-
of any political corruption in this State. We want to make mony out of court cannot be trusted. Again, he did not tell the
sure, before this Government goes ahead with signing aryuth.
deal with any French water company, that those allegations | refer now to education and the Brown formula for
and court cases are resolved. failure. The foundation for any successful economy is a first-

My meeting with the French water companies wasclass system of public education. The commitment of the
interesting on a number of other counts. We have heard a I@rown Government to quality education is only skin deep.
from the Minister and the Premier about the jobs bonanza thathe Premier and his Minister talk about a first-class educa-
water outsourcing will bring us. They claim that Southtion system, powering our future high-tech economic
Australia is set to become the Asian water industry centredevelopment, but again that is just talk. The reality is that the
There will be jobs galore as we become an Asian headquaBrown Government has taken the razor to the education of
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our young people and is committed to reducing the State’sfficer for every 60 children is behind both Queensland (with
public education system, once a national leader, to the loweshe for every 55 students) and Tasmania (with one for every
common denominator. Dean Brown wants our school an84 students). After the cut of 250 staff, we will fall behind
TAFE system to be ‘average’. That is the limit of the Western Australia and have the third worst level of school
Premier’s education vision. The Premier talks about SoutlBupport in Australia. Because many of the staff work part-
Australia’s becoming internationally competitive. If so, it time, the cut of 250 full-time equivalents will mean up to 500
makes no sense to follow the example of countries that arewer staff in our schools. Every school in our State will be
the losers in the game of international competition by notffected. School services officers are essential to the smooth
investing in education. Targeting schools and TAFE for cutsunning of our schools.

makes no sense: the priorities are wrong. Education is the The tasks that SSOs perform are essential and include, to
engine room of our economy, the backbone of our society.name just a few, school office management; the provision of

I have a fundamental belief that a strong public educatiofieception and information services to parents; special
system is a pre-condition for a growing economy and a juséducation support; typing and collating student reports and
and equal society, not a result of it. Where public educationetters; taking minutes; answering telephones; correspondence
goes, so goes South Australia. As our public educatioand filing; managing laboratories and resource centres;
system rises or falls in the second half of the 1990s, so wilacilities and finance management, processing of school fees;
the South Australian economy next century. Learning is lifethe collection of statistics; accounting and bursar work; the
long and Labor knows it. The Premier promised to create @reparation of curriculum materials; maintenance of School
world-class education system. Instead he is setting about ard records; first-aid; sexual harassment counselling; the
destroy all the good work done by parents, teachers and thanagement of book rooms, stationery and second-hand
community under Labor. South Australia cannot afford aruniform sales; assistance in preparation for parent and student
education formula based on failure. To be a successfghterviews; the printing of materials; minor repairs; and the
country economically and socially, we need to invest in ouicontrol of administrative computer networks, hardware and
intellectual infrastructure. The Premier should have used hisoftware, grounds and security. School councils throughout
recent overseas tour to look at some of the successfithe State have written to the Opposition detailing the effect
economies and societies, because there is a direct lirdf these cuts on the quality of education they can provide.

between the education and skills of a work force and the Eor example, Adelaide High School expects to be cut by
standard of living of a nation. over 60 hours. This is the equivalent of almost two full-time

.Enterp.rises go where the Wprk force is the most highlysiatf and 1 will quote what the school thinks of the decision:
skilled. It is not a matter of choice for them but a matter of

; e ; b i ; The staff at the Adelaide High School are extremely concerned
be_lng competmve._ Little patriotism is involved. Third WOI’|d_ about the low priority being giv%n to education in this gtate. SSOs
skills command third world wages, and successful countriegre working longer hours than those for which they are employed
have known this for a long time. Only through education carand paid. They choose to do this because they take pride in their
we create true opportunities so that young people choose live#®rk and they care about children. This sense of dedication is readily
of promise over lives of personal and social destructivenes&xPloited by the department, whose own estimates show that SSOs

: . give 40 per cent of unpaid work. With fewer hours available next
Knowledge and work skills offer hope: they are the onIyy
source of economic mobility available to hundreds of . . i
thousands of South Australians. Lack of knowledge id-ast Friday, | visited a school in my own electorate, the
economic impotence. Paraﬁeld Garde_ns High School. It is a good schoo_l, _W|th_ a

Atthe last election the Premier promised that there woul@€dicated teaching and support staff, but there are difficulties
be no cuts to education and that spending would increase fnd pressures that will be made worse if these cuts go ahead.
1994-95. The Government then broke this promise by About30 per centof the students at the Parafield Gardens
budgeting for an annual cut of $40 million by 1997. WeekHigh School come from a non-English speaking background.
after week, inside Parliament and in the community, Caroliné\round 51 per cent of students, about 570 young people, are
Pickles has probed and highlighted the Government’s assa@l schoolcard. We are not talking about highly paid person-
on our education system. Let us look at its record. nel. That is why some of the attacks from Liberal members

Class sizes have been increased and the number @R SSOs is particularly disgusting. An SSO, grade 1, earns
teachers and support staff has been slashed. The 1994-gstween $13 068 and $23 999. This is the grade from which
budget required a cut of 372 full-time teaching positions andhe majority of SSOs of Parafield Gardens High School come,
afurther reduction of 50 other teaching positions—a total ofind over half are part-timers. These dedicated part-timers are
422 staff. However, in just seven months to January 1995 theot paid for 12 weeks of the year, nor are they paid for public
department approved 930 separation packages and the tofglidays or annual recreation leave. These students require
number of staff fell by 1 066. In February, the Minister for extra help and support with social problems and emotional
Education announced that falling enrolments would result ifraumas and other difficulties. Often the SSO is the only adult
cuts of up to another 200 jobs. In June, the Minister anperson available to assist with these problems. There are
nounced further cuts of 250 school services officers an@lready pressures and, as a result, the workload of SSOs is
another 100 teachers—a total of over 1 600 jobs in just ongrioritised. The cutbacks will be on the hours worked and not
year. on the actual work performed. As a result, there will be

| want today to refer particularly to the attack on SSOs—antense pressure on SSOs to perform the same work in a
cut to quality in education. The latest decision to cut theshorter space of time.
equivalent of 250 full-time school services officers at the start Many people, including parents, do not understand the
of 1996 has been imposed on the entire education communitgind of work SSOs perform. First aid is one of those key
It cannot be justified. The Minister says that South Australiaduties. At Parafield Gardens High School, a number of
has more school support officers than the Australian averagstudents require assistance for conditions such as asthma, on
In fact, the South Australian level of one school supporta regular basis. They will still require that assistance despite

ear, some programs will have to go.
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these cuts, so other important work will not be done. Practical A capacity to use information technology is now an
classes performed in science will be fewer because, despiéssential skill and a prerequisite learning tool for students.
the requirements of SACE, fewer hours will be available forlnequities are emerging as a result of different levels of
laboratory assistants to prepare for classes, and students vattcess and availability of programs in our schools. Some
suffer. The faculties of technical studies, art and homerivate schools are ahead of public sector schools. There are
economics at Parafield Gardens High School will also beow new divisions between students—new inequities. There
affected in this way. SSOs’ hours are used to preparare now those who have access to this technology and those
materials and even buy groceries, among other thingsvho do not. There are those who are computer literate and
Teachers will have to prepare more of their materialgthose who are not. There is an urgent need for a comprehen-
themselves, and the quality of what they can do will decreassive policy for information technology programs in South

We have heard that Liberal MP, Joe Rossi, the member fghustralian schools. )
Lee, wants to enlist unemployed parents to carry out SSO While the Premier promises the development of
tasks on a voluntary basis. That statement—yet to ptechnology-based mdustnes,_the Government has fayled to
corrected by his Premier—is both grossly insulting and @ddress the development of information technology in our
delusion. In the past, schools such as Parafield Gardens Hi§fucation system. In fact, last year, his Minister even
School have called for parent volunteers to help with thdvithheld the allocation of $360 000 to schools under the
running of the canteens and learning assistance progranf@mputer grants scheme. If our children are to be equipped
working bees and special projects, but the number of parenf8 fill the new jobs in information technology related
available is limited. The majority of parents from Parafieldindustries, the Government must act now and provide

Gardens High School work full time and are not available tc@dequate funding and resources for the introduction of an
work voluntarily at school. information technology curriculum across the system.

There is also a crisis in the management of capital works
penditure on education facilities. In 1994-95, a lack of
ordination between programming and construction resulted
the budget being underspent by $22 million. Actual

Of course, there is another problem that neither thee
Premier nor Joe Rossi has thought about: having untraine
volunteers doing SSO work in schools raises issues 0

confldentlallty, consistency anq competency. M.UCh SS expenditure was down $10 million on the previous year. At
work requires job-specific training and a lot of d|scret|o_n|east seven major school projects slipped a budget. This
yvhen deallng_wnh very sensitive personal health and famil ncluded the construction of the Hewitt Primary School, the
issues that arise. The real truth is that the Government’s cu development of Inbarendi College and the Seaton 'High
10 SSOs will generate more stress on remaining sUpport st chool, and the construction of Seacliff Primary School and

and on teachers, and all our children will suffer. Students - . ,
teachers and parents will all pay the price of SSOS’ no{he Seaford six to 12 school. The Minister’'s excuse was that

having the time to give the quality of attention they give at h.ese projects were delayed by pl_annmg and design consider-

. . tions, but the fact remains that, if projects were not cleared
present. Our schools will be worse off, and the Premier an or construction, the funds should have been used for other
Rob Lucas cannot pretend otherwise. Again, itis a questio ’

: A ; Briorities. Projects should have been substituted by other
g;g[:fgtsarent priorities between the Liberal and the I‘aborurgent works with construction clearance, but instead the

) ) ) _funds were returned to Treasury. It was a con, a sleight of
Given that the Government promised to increase spendingand, to make the Government’s program look good—again,
on education, why has this decision been made? Because qlrp@pe versus reality.
Premier as reneged on all his major promises concerning’ The capital works shortfall also included $9 million
education, and cut $40 million from the budget to fund hisgjjocated for minor works and maintenance, and there can be
other priorities. Millions of dollars have been spent onng excuse for not achieving this urgently needed expenditure.
programs such as ‘Going all the way’, changing logos orof even greater concern is the decision to make the program
buses, and Government public relations at the expense of oy the construction of new schools and the redevelopment of
children’s education. A radio station was established in thxisting facilities dependent on funds from the sale of school
southern suburbs to promote the Premier’s activities. SOU[Broperty.
Australian schools are not overstaffed. They are notwasting The Minister says the capital budget is now conditional on
taxpayers’ money. They are educating our children. Schogeyenue from the sale of assets, and the Minister's view is
supporftshould not be cut to finance the other policies of thighat his department is lucky to be able to keep these funds.
short-sighted Government. That is simply unacceptable. Earlier | mentioned that school
Even worse has been the Government'’s total lack of visioenrolments had fallen. At the beginning of 1995 enrolments
in education and children’s services. It has concentrated diell by 4 000 and the Minister seized on that moment to
cutting the system to the lowest common denominatorannounce that up to another 200 teachers could be cut from
without considering the future. We are going backwardghe system. This reduction in enrolments, coupled with a
instead of protecting South Australia’s position as a nationagerious decline in retention rates, should have set the alarm
leader in education. | particularly want to mention the needells ringing. Before gloating about how much money this
to accelerate the development of information technologyvould save, any Minister with a genuine commitment to the
programs in our schools. The Finn committee report, Youngducation of our kids would have wanted to know where they
People’s Participation in Post-compulsory Education andhad gone. He would have wanted to know where our kids had
Training, concluded that there are certain essential things thgbne and what was their future.
all young people need to learn in their preparation for Our retention rates to year 12 fell from 93 per cent in 1993
employment. These are the key competencies that we usedder Labor to 76 per cent in 1994. Then another 4 000
to debate when | was Minister for Further Education and atudents left the system in 1995. Itis recognised that students
member of the Australian Education Council. One of thewho complete year 12 have a fundamental advantage in
competencies was a capacity to use technology. developing to their full potential through further full-time
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education or employment based development. It should beyears. The Government, far from being the protector of the
matter of grave concern when one in four of our kids opts outvelfare and prosperity of its citizens, will be seen as having
and denies himself or herself these opportunities. But thprovided new kinds and degrees of inequalities of which it is
Government seems more interested in spending money @oud.
other things. Look at the last 20 years. The full-time youth  The policies of this Government in my view are tearing
labour market employing 15 to 19 year olds has fallen fromat the social fabric of South Australia, and few decisions
510 000 in 1975 to 260 000 this year. Full-time jobs for ourhighlight this more than the push to privatise the management
young school leavers have been halved. There has beerofiour water.  Labor opposes this policy completely and is
revolution in our economy and our labour market. pledged to fight it. The Minister and the Government may
The gap brought about by the halving of full-time jobs for delude themselves into believing that by preventing public
young people over the last 20 years was filled by theand parliamentary scrutiny of this great water sell-off it can
conscious expansion of public education by Governments argloid political responsibility for so regressive and unpopular
Ministers who, over a decade ago, showed a better undean initiative. They are wrong. However much the
standing of what the 1990s would be like than this MinisterGovernment attempts to avoid letting the people have their
shows today. But let us look at TAFE, because what thisay on the sell-off of their assets, the people will eventually
Government is doing to TAFE is simply a tragedy. Ashave their say and this Liberal Government will be blamed.
Minister responsible for TAFE between 1989 and the end of  |n closing, let us just look at the events of last week when
1992, I was proud of the progress made at that time in making Supreme Court judge of this State found that the Premier
TAFE an excellent choice for young people finishing theirdid not tell the truth under oath in court. This week another
secondary education. TAFE was no longer second best. Wedependent figure, the Auditor-General of this State, found
made it industry driven but still responsive to the needs of thénat the Premier did not tell the truth in his budget papers and

whole community and with the strongest commitment tostatements. In that case, when will the Premier finally tell the
access and equity and to equal opportunity. truth?

Indeed, | brokered a deal with the Commonwealth to
ensure that millions of dollars of extra Federal funds would  Mr ROSSI (Lee): | was not going to speak today because
flow to South Australia to fund thousands of extra places, t@ thought it was not worth while but, after hearing the Leader
train thousands more young people, to enable TAFE t@f the Opposition carry on with his lies—
respond even better to the training requirements of industry The Hon. M.D. RANN: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of
and to supply the building blocks for economic and industrialprder. The member for Lee has just used the word ‘lies’. |
growth. All of this is now in jeopardy: South Australia is Now ynderstand that is an unparliamentary term and | insist on a
the only State in the Commonwealth yet to meet the criterigatraction.
for Commonwealth growth funds to flow. South Australia e SPEAKER: The member for Lee cannot imply that

brokered and won the deal, and now the other States ate\emper has told lies. There are terms which are not in

gaining from it but this State has sold our young people short ..o rqance with Standing Orders and | suggest that the
Instead, in what must be the most short-

funding to TAFE. According to its own Treasury estimatesg, | ee has to withdraw the inference that the Leader of the
the Government has cut recurrent funding alone by $5 m'"'orbpposition was telling lies.

;:};r?(lalfr terms, and in real terms the figure is of course much Mr ROSSI: Does that mean that the Leader of the
The Australian National Training Authority (ANTA) has Opposition will W|thdraw—l . .
now issued an ultimatum to the South Australian Government The SPEAKER: Order! | W'"_ explain—
to demonstrate why it deserves to be paid the millions of MrROSSI: Mr Speaker, | withdraw the comments that
dollars of extra growth funds. Despite the figures being duéMade about the Leader of the Opposition because they were
at the end of July, the Brown Government is only nowt©0 good for him. _ _
responding. Why has the Acting Chief Executive Officer of ~ The Hon. M.D. RANN: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of
TAFE taken so |ong to sign off on the report to ANTA? Why O.rder. You a.Sked the member for Lee to Wlthdravy the term
has it taken so |ong to calculate the figures? By how r']'“.‘l(:r'hes1 and he]USt said he withdrew them Or:l the basis that that
has this Government failed to maintain effort in TAFE? Theterm was too good for me. Surely that is compounding a
tragedy is that our young people primarily will be the victims felony.
of the Brown Government's short sightedness and, unless the The SPEAKER: | point out to the member for Lee that,
Liberals restore TAFE funding to its former level, they will when he or any member is requested to withdraw an unparlia-
doom to failure the vision we all share of South Australiangnentary remark, the withdrawal must be unconditional.
taking giant steps forward economically, because the work Mr ROSSI: Mr Speaker, | withdraw unconditionally.
force at the cutting edge in terms of skills will not be Only five or six minutes ago the Leader of the Opposition
available. said that the Liberal Government had withheld the develop-
Even if the Commonwealth eventually decided to pay thanent of Seaton High School based on the Minister for
growth funds to South Australia our young people will still Education and Children’s Services’s cashing in money and
be victims because of the Brown Government’s cuts tdhat that was not the fault of the previous planning and design
TAFE. The Opposition receives information regularly fromwork. | remind the Leader of the Opposition that only in the
the TAFE community that our institutes of TAFE are beinglast half hour the Principal of Seaton High School and | met
bled dry, and it is the provision of a skilled work force that with the Minister for Education and Children’s Services
is being compromised. The effects of this Government'segarding the proposed new design. So when in his speech he
social neglect, its economic mismanagement and its decisiomecused the Minister for Education of not doing his job, of
to sell off our basic utilities will be fully felt in the coming not looking after schools in my area, he was making a
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misleading statement. That is what | am referring to when | | turn now to school councils and SSOs, but, of course, |
say that the Leader makes misleading statements. do not know what | am talking about because | did not attend
The Leader referred to what the Labor Party did while inschool in South Australia; | have never had children to know
Government. The Labor Government did not provide monewhat SSOs do; and, of course, | have never been a member
for the maintenance of plumbing at the Queen Elizabetlof a primary school or high school council. Like fun! I have
Hospital or for upgrading catering and kitchen facilities or forbeen to school in South Australia—I even went to kindergar-
repairing windows and brickwork. Nothing has been done tden in South Australia. Kindergartens, primary schools and
the Queen Elizabeth Hospital for years. Ever since Labohigh schools have always asked parents for help with
came to Government, the upgrading of equipment at thplayground equipment, to repair water sprinklers on the ovals
Queen Elizabeth Hospital has not been done. and gardens, to plant trees, to cover school books, and to
The member for Torrens said that Housing Trust dwellingdisten to the children read and to watch them write or draw
have not been maintained by the Liberal Government. Whaind give them a bit of encouragement.
did the Labor Government do when it was in power? The intelligent SSOs rang me up and taught me a few
Absolutely nothing! Today | rang Myer to inquire what more words that | had not heard in the army. Is that right? |
REMM means. It stands for ‘Relax, enjoy and make money.have visited schools to observe what SSOs do and | have
That is what the BLF union used to do when the Myer sitegreat respect for them. Parents can do some basic things, but,
was being developed, yet the Opposition accuses us of nathen | observed some children at these schools and was told
doing the right thing! It annoys me to hear so many untruthghey could not cope, that they could not do the simple tasks
from the Opposition regarding what my Government haghat the SSO asked them to do, | asked about their parents and
done in the past 18 months when for 14 years Labor dithow much time they spend with their children. The SSOs told
absolutely nothing. me they spend only two or three hours a week on a one-to-
The Opposition mentioned the poor people of the westernne basis with these children. How much influence can that
and northern suburbs. The amount of money that the Labdwo or three hours a week have on a child compared with a
Government (both Federal and State) chucked at these peopi®ther and father spending 56 hours a week with their
is phenomenal, yet the poor of the State and this country ahildren?
ever increasing. | think that 4 or 5 per cent of poor people is  Of course, the parents are too busy enjoying themselves
unavoidable, but it is increasing to 10 or 11 per cent. Moregetting drunk, going to the races, going to the pub and
and more money is being spent in this area. What do theq@#aying the pokies. They do not worry about their kids and
poor people do? They spend the money that the welfarkelieve that they can look after themselves, or that the State
system gives them on alcohol and drugs and gambling oGovernment and the Education Department can look after
races and poker machines, and they refuse to feed and clottiem. What a cop out! However, the Labor Leader (Mr Mike
their own children. Rann) called me an idiot and said that | do not know what |
An honourable member interjecting: am talking about. The corruption of the family unit has been
Mr ROSSI: Some, yes, but the number is growing, andbrought about by the Labor Party, not by the Liberal
that is what worries me. A certain percentage of the populasovernment, and certainly not by Joe Rossi, the member for
tion say that these things happen and nothing can be reduckde. In only two years, how could | do as much damage as
to zero, but when the trend increases the Government shoutlde Labor Party did in 14 years?
be worried. Under Labor, family break-ups, family poverty, | must also mention our marvellous Prime Minister (Mr
graffitiand crime were always on the increase. What did théaul Keating). He was the best Treasurer this country has
Labor Party do? Absolutely nothing! | am pleased that theever had! The only thing he did was copy Don Dunstan, who
Liberal Government is getting tough with regard to graffitiwas the first Premier to sell his State’s railways to the
and crime, and it is getting tough on welfare handouts witfCommonwealth to get rid of his debts. The corruption
justification. followed on to New South Wales, Victoria and Western
Since becoming a member of this House, | have beeAustralia, and finally to Paul Keating himself, who has his
accused of attacking single mothers. On the first New Year’snout in the trough. Where is the economy of Australia and
Eve after the election was won, | was called out to Semaphorghere was this State going—to overseas banks and overseas
Park by a group of about 24 people who complained about emdustries. In the electorate that | represent, there used to be
single mother and her two children who were causing havoPhilips, GMH, Kelvinator, and Simpson Pope Limited.
in the area. They said that they had approached the previodfghere are they now? Don Dunstan scared them interstate or
member but that he had done nothing for the previous fouoverseas. Philips, which was at Hendon Common, as it is
or five years. What could | do? Should | have ignored them®ow, shifted out of this State at that time. He even threatened
Of course not. Everyone in the electorate that | represent h&antos because it did not sell some of its shares in the
the right to the peaceful enjoyment of their life. If someonegasfield at Moomba. Don Dunstan wanted to bring his heavy-
interferes with someone else’s rights and privileges, thejnanded laws against them. Of course, it is the member for Lee
should not have any rights and privileges. who has corrupted this State, who has caused all these
So, | approached the manager of the Housing Trust to sd&reakdowns and who does not have any feelings. | have more
whether the behaviour of these people could be curbed. THeelings for these children than do their parents who do not
answer was: ‘There’s nothing we can do.’ | then rang thdove them.
police and they said: ‘There’s nothing we can do. The Labor With respect to the crime rate, | believe that people are not
Government's legislation prevents us from discipliningborn violent but that they are not shown love. The only thing
them. What choice did | have? | went to the media, my lasthey are shown by drunken parents is violence. At 8 o’clock
choice, and what did | get but abuse from the do-gooderghis morning | was asked to observe people ideafacto
Even my predecessor’s secretary rang me and gave merelationship with two children bashing down a Housing Trust
mouthful. I learnt a few more words which | had never learntproperty, getting drunk at night and preventing their neigh-
in the army. That was such a nice experience. bours from sleeping. The neighbours were upset because they
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have to go to work at 7.30 in the morning. Those people do The Minister for Education and Children’s Services
not care a damn, but what does the Leader of the Oppositiagranted some further money to the Seaton South Primary
expect me to do? Does he want me to be quiet, to go arourfichool, which is located in the electorate of the member for
kissing babies or something like that so | can be re-electe8pence. The Minister does not bring politics into it; he gives
next time? | will not kiss babies. money to those schools in need, not schools that want. Of
| shall defend the people who need defending, but | shaltourse, most Labor supporters who are unemployed and with
knock down those people who have no respect for othewhom I have problems in my electorate do not need help but
people because that is all they deserve. | shall not change rtiyey always ask. They want, want, want. The ‘want’ people
habits. | shall stick to the truth as much as | can and | shalire now finished. The Liberal Government, | am pleased to
fight for my electors as much as | can. | do not give a damrsay, will give money and help to those people who are in
what the Leader of the Labor Party and the member foneed. People must be given the incentive to look after
Torrens say. Itis about time they looked at themselves in ththemselves.
mirror. They should remember what happened when they You can give a person a fish and he eats it, but teach that
were in power. What has the member for Torrens done singeerson how to fish and he eats fish for the rest of his life.
she was elected as a Labor politician? What did she do in thEhat is the difference between Labor and Liberal, as far as |
trade union movement? Absolutely nothing. am concerned. Labor just chucks things out but does not
The Public Service is in disarray because some peopleach people how to look after themselves. That is why the
employed by the Public Service who were caught stealingconomy and the family unit in this State are going back-
were not disciplined. It was alleged that one person wawards instead of forwards.
caught stealing $125000. He was then given another Some people say that | have come into politics because |
$125 000 provided he resigned of his own accord. What svanted politics. | did not go into politics for enjoyment. |
beautiful pay-out he received: he was given $250 000, whilevent into politics because | was worried about the crime rate,
an honest person gets a kick in the butt. That is what thas well as the future of my children and the work opportuni-
unions stand for: if you are in the right, you get kicked; if you ties available to them. If | help my children, | help other
are in the wrong, you get rewarded. A person who is honegieople’s children at the same time. What do the Labor people
has to pay a fee to go to TAFE, but a person who is sent tdo when the pressure gets tough? They just break up. They
prison is given free education and can become a lawyer, @end their kids to school to look after themselves or allow
they can undertake TAFE studies and become a car repair¢hem on the streets without supervision, and that annoys me
and so on. What reward is there for doing good? even more. If | had my way | would get rid of financial
The more people do good in this State under Labor thdandouts and give out ration tickets. By doing so, we would
more they get kicked. We got rid of the State Labor Party anénsure that the parents obtained food and clothing for their
what have we got? The Federal Labor Party, which is morehildren and did not spend the money selfishly on themselves.
corrupt than ever. It tells more lies than the State Labor Party | find that a lot of the children who are on the streets are
because its teachings come from Don Dunstan. Poor old Damhappy. The only thing they have in their hearts is the idea
Dunstan. He attends all these public meetings because bévengeance on the community and their neighbours. Some
wants to support the Leader of the Opposition who has neven threaten police with screwdrivers or attack them. Even
charisma, no intelligence and who cannot look after himself80 year old women are attacked by some of these young kids.
What a beautiful Leader members on the other side have gdtdo not think anyone is born violent: they become violent
They want equality in respect of members of Parliament, andnly because they are shown violence. What does the Labor
they say that more women should be selected for safe seafarty do? Absolutely nothing! The Labor Party sends the
There is no such thing as a safe seat in South Australigrerson to gaol where they are taught a trade and then lets
The member who works the hardest and is the most honetitem out three or four years later. As far as | am concerned
is re-elected over and over, and | hope that that will be methose times are finished, and | hope the Liberal Government
What happened at the preselection at the weekend? The Lahwill make sure that that is the case.
Party promised the seat to one person but, when that did not When the Messenger Press rings up for a story, one tells
suit, it changed its mind, under union thuggery, and preselecthem the truth, and the editor then puts a slant on the
ed Michael Wright. Of course, he can play the dirty gameheadlines. | find that this has happened too many times. |
because of his father’s experience, but | will not go into thatrefer, for example, to the article on the sterilisation of single
I do not like the Leader of the Opposition attacking thewomen. The aim and the argument was that seven or eight
Minister for Education and Children’s Services, or any otheisingle mothers in the electorate of Lee were causing trouble
Minister who has bent over backwards to help me in myto about 60 or 70 families. What happened? They mentioned
electorate. my name, and suddenly | am seen to be attacking all single
The Minister for Education and Children’s Services, formothers. | can assure members that seven single mothers are
example, has provided West Lakes Shore Primary Schoalot all the single mothers in Lee.
with funding of $50 000; Hendon Primary School with  Then there was the article on the school services officers
$27 843; and Semaphore Park Primary School with $24 657SSOs). | mentioned something which parents used to do
He has also offered Seaton High School $1.3 millionwhen | was a child and thereafter. Because parents have not
following the sale of the Seaton Park Primary School ovalyolunteered to do the work the SSOs have taken their place.
which is now part of the Seaton High School. He has given just said that this involved the same duties that were
Seaton High School $88 470. He has also made amounperformed when | was a child, for example, gardening,
available to disadvantaged students: Hendon Primary Schoogpairing the books and helping in canteens.
another $40 459; and Semaphore Park Primary School, Fewer parents attend to these functions now. | was
$80 818. How can the Leader of the Opposition say that theategorising only three people, yet the Messenger Press said
Minister for Education and Children’s Services is not treatingthat | was replacing all SSOs. What a lot of rubbish! Then
the electorate of Lee properly? members expect me to be cool, calm and collected in this
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House when members opposite misrepresent everything thiaavelled there from south to north. If | had my way and the
we on this side of the House are trying to achieve. They areouncil still insisted on sand not being trucked south, | would
a group of knockers and are not constructive. If | had my wayut a groyne at Bower Road. In that way, the sand that
I would lock them up and throw away the key. That would bebelongs to Hindmarsh Woodville would stay there. Of course,
against democracy, so | will protect their rights, as | hopd know what would happen to sand in the Semaphore area: it
they would protect mine if | were in need. would be reclaimed by the sea and there would be nothing.
On a more sober note, | am concerned about the legisla- Itis about time that the cou_ncns stopped fighting amongst
tion that the Labor Government introduced in the 1970d4hemselves. They should bring commonsense to bear and
relating to West Lakes Shore and the West Lakes Develo@“OW sand replenlshm_ent further_south. They will get it back
ment Act. It allowed the building of homes right up to the €ventually. Not having experienced the problem at
waterfront. Any Government should pass legislation to>emaphore Park, they even allow building south of the North
prevent the construction of homes within 200 metres of anyiaven boat ramp. How ridiculous can people be? They
coastline. By so doing, it would prevent the costly repairs ofhould learn by experience. Yet, the Port Adelaide council
constructing rock walls, sand replenishment and otheh@s not learnta damn thing from the Hindmarsh Woodville
structures to prevent homes being claimed by the sea. Wfﬁguncn. [ will not mention the flower farm, which has been
should there be construction along the waterfront? Why@ised by amember in another place. Mr Speaker, | thank you

cannot that land be used for basketball, cricket, footballfor your patience and time.

X e
tennis or other actIV|t_|es. . Mr CONDOUS secured the adjournment of the debate.
If the sea does climb a sandhill here or there, no great

damage will be done. Only a couple of acres of grass will be ADJOURNMENT

claimed. Also, it will be far cheaper for the Government in

the long term. Yet, the Port Adelaide Council is refusingto At 5.52 p.m. the House adjourned until Tuesday
give to the Hindmarsh Woodville Council sand which has10 October at 2 p.m.



