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restructure reviews, student enrolment declines which can affect the
curriculum viability of small schools and urban expansion and
renewal projects initiated by developers. There are also instances
where rapid enrolment reductions have led school councils and staff
to press for school closure/amalgamation, often at short notice. Itis
therefore impossible to list the schools which will be closed in the
next three years. In fact, there is no ‘hit list' as some sections of the
media, members opposite and SAIT officials insist upon.

Generally before school closure and amalgamation occurs it has
been normal practice for broad community consultation to occur.
School restructure should not be considered as a necessarily negative
experience. Some school communities have recognised that their
A petition signed by 1 570 residents of South AustraligStudents will be better served by closure, by amalgamation, by

. onstructing their management structure, for example, a small
requesting that the House urge the Government to ensure t@%ool becomes an outpost of a larger nearby school. Currently

the Port Lincoln Women'’s Shelter is staffed 24 hours a dayDECS is considering a number of community driven change

seven days a week, was presented by Ms Penfold. initiatives of this sort. Community consultation has been and will
Petition received. remain an essential element in the restructuring of schools.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Wednesday 26 October 1994

The SPEAKER (Hon. G.M. Gunn) took the Chair at 2
p.m. and read prayers.

PORT LINCOLN WOMEN'S SHELTER

QUESTIONS LANGUAGES, ACCELERATED COURSES

. . . . In reply toMs STEVENS (Elizabeth) 14 September.

The SPEAKE.R' I Q|rect th"’.‘t the f'oII(.)W|ng W”“e'? The Hon. R.B. SUCH: It would be possible for a student to join
answers to questions without notice be distributed and printegh accelerated level course in any language at Stage 1.
in Hansard At Stage 2 courses are available in French, German, Spanish,

Thai, Russian and Korean in 1994. In 1995 Chinese, Japanese and
Indonesian are planned to be available.

Enrolments to date at Stage 2:

EDUCATION POLICY
In reply to Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition)

German 4

4 August. . ) Spanish 8

The Hon. R.B. SUCH: My colleague the Minister for Education Thai 1

and Children’s Services has provided the following information. No _I"f”t | 13
otal

instruction has been issued to school teachers employed by the
Department of Education and Children’s Services regarding public Stage 1 Accelerated Language courses are as follows for 1994:

or media comment about Government policies. Chinese 1
School teachers along with other public servants are subjectto  French 29
the provision of Commissioner’s Circular No. 64 ‘Guidelines for German 5
Ethical Conduct'. Indonesian 8
The GME Act general principles of public administration detailed Itali 6
in the Circular state: talian
Public Employees Japanese 90
- in their dealings with the public and other employees areto ~ Spanish 25
exercise courtesy, consideration and sensitivity. Vietnamese 8
are to be impartial, accurate and competent advisers and Total 172

efficient, prompt and effective implementors of Government
policies.

are to perform their duties with professionalism and integrity
and efficiently service the Government of the day. In reply toMr FOLEY (Hart) 20 October.

are to observe fairness and equity in official dealings withthe 1.2 "Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: | referred the question to the

pub]I(:_c tan?_o:her ?Ub”(t: ebmploy%esd and real or apparenfyinister for Education and Children’s Services, since this is clearly
Contiicts of Interest are 1o be avolded. within his area of responsibility.

The Commissioner for Public Employment recognises that public . e . .
employees should not purely, because of their employment with th a:rag:vlilrll(faormeﬂ tg%thg:)el '\g:]nd's'[ﬁqremggl‘ft’ﬁh A?ugterﬁ?aﬁlogrifcrzﬁg
Government, be constrained from participating in community debat yawv g h - )

ssociation on 28 July this year to discuss a proposal to establish a

concerning political and social issues. iali ick M ille Hiah School
Teachers are subject to disciplinary action under section 26 of thaP€Cla! Interest cricket program at Marryatvilie High School.
) panary Marryatville was the school identified by the South Australian

Education Act. This section refers specifically to an officer _ . = : ,ale
contravening the Act, is negligent, inefficient or incompetent in theCricket Association (SACA) as the proposed site after considering
discharge of his duties, is absent from duty without proper cause ¢ Short list of other schools. Marryatville was the only school

is guilty of any disgraceful or improper conduct. proposed, not three as indicated m_the_questlon.

Should the comments made by any teacher fit the above The proposal suggested a contribution from SACA over a three
categories then disciplinary action may be possible. However, givelear period to include upgrading of turf pitches and nets, use of
the spirit of the Commissioner’s Circular there is unlikely to be anyAdelaide Oval indoor facilities, an equipment subsidy, access to
recourse if teachers make public comment in a prudent manner. SACA coaches, and funds to top up a teacher salary should the
teacher/coach appointed be above the base teacher status. In addition
to the provision of a bus, and increased pitch maintenance as
Marryatville’s contribution, it was proposed that the Department of
Education and Children’s Services provide 0.5 of a salary in 1995,

CRICKET, JUNIOR

SCHOOL CLOSURES

In reply to Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition) - 0
6 September. 0.75 of a salary in 1996 and a full salary in 1997.

The Hon. R.B. SUCH: The Minister for Education and Whilst the Minister acknowledged the importance of sport in our
Children’s Services has provided the following response. Thechools and the particular prominence of cricket in Australia, at this
Minister has repeatedly stated both before and after the Audiime in a context of financial restraint and a reduced number of
Commission that all this Government will do in relation to school teachers, he could not support the provision of salaries to the
closures is to continue the program initiated by the former Laboiprogram.

Government which equates to approximately 40 closures or Further consideration of proposals of this type may be possible
amalgamations over the next three to four years. This figure of 4&here any additional salary costs can be met by the sporting
is an estimate. association and/or through sponsorship, with the recruitment of a

It is a figure which is dependent upon several factors which asuitable teacher facilitated by the Department of Education and

any time are somewhat fluid. They include the outcomes of formaChildren’s Services.
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFORM In relation to the reform of council boundaries, recent
developments demonstrate an increasing interest in this
The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Premier): | seek leave to matter. For example, the cities of Glenelg and Brighton, the
make a ministerial statement. District Councils of Kanaka-Quorn and Hawker and the
Leave granted. District Councils of Warooka and Yorketown have all agreed

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | wish to announce to the [© commence amalgamation processes. South Australia is

House decisions taken by the Government to encourage locgi"ently served by 118 local government councils; 29 in the
government reform in South Australia. Nationwide themetropolitan area and 89 outside the metropolitan area. The

public sector, particularly at State level, is undergoin tate Government has the view that the effectiveness_ and
massive change in response to legitimate communit fficiency of local government would be served by having

demands for improved efficiency and accountability. It is ewer councils and wishes to facilitate the resolution of this
important for local government to be part of this reformiMmportant matter by playing a coordinating and facilitating

process because it delivers a range of vital economic arl@!€ and by supporting voluntary amalgamations.
social services to the community. Decisions by local 1h€ Government will not force amalgamations. We
government have a significant bearing on the encouragemel?\?“e.ve that, while the State Government has a vital role to
of new investment and job creation in South Australia and off/@ in facilitating change, local government itself must make
the maintenance and improvement of community Iivingth""_t change ha}ppen. | also make the_ point that |mprove(_j
standards. delivery of services qus not necessarily depend on cquncﬂ
Our intention to assist the third tier of government toamalgamatlon. S|gn|f|cant Improvements can be ach|evgd
participate in the reform process was foreshadowed in ththrough councils sharing facilities and resources and ensuring

) . ompetitive tendering and benchmarking for the provision of
May Financial Statem?nt: In that statement the Govemmegervices. This approach is enshrined in the terms of reference
indicated its view that ‘a lift in the efficiency and effective- f

ness of local government can be seen as a logical aqﬁir the independent ministerial advisory group. The group

: A - . Il be responsible for examining and making recommenda-
desirable extension of the major reforms being pursued by the,, thl?a means by which th(g State and Igcal government
State Government.” Accordingly, the Government stated th

it would consult the Local Government Association prior to an together achieve structural reform in the shortest time

S \I{Iith the greatest economy of resources and minimum
announcing its approach to a broader local government . nitv dislocation
reform program. y '

. o The group will have specific regard to (a) the functions
The Government recognises that some councils in Soutfiarried out by local government, both by individual councils
Australia have acted to improve their performance DY,ng within defined participating council areas and the means
resource sharing, contracting out, giving customer servicgy \hich more responsive, effective and competitive service
guarantees and introducing other efficiency measuregje|ivery might be achieved, including the planning and
However, when the sector is considered as a whole, itis thgelivery of functions between councils; (b) the performance
State Government's view that the rate of change must bg individual councils compared with a range of appropriate
accelerated, and the Government has now decided how enchmarks for best practice and the means by which the
wishes to achieve this. performance can be improved; (c) examining and advising on
A Ministerial Advisory Group on local government reform the extent to which council services should be contracted out
will be established immediately by the Minister for Housing, and options for the use of competitive tendering; (d) the need
Urban Development and Local Government Relations. It willfor structural arrangements under which local government
report by April next year on terms of reference which requireareas can encompass a full range of current and proposed
it to address the following issues: current local governmentunctions, together with the people who do or will require
structures and boundary reform, including financial incenthem and the procedures to achieve the structural arrange-
tives to encourage council amalgamations; improved servicgents as expeditiously as possible; (e) the need for provision
delivery by councils; the performance of individual councils of financial incentives or assistance to amalgamating councils
and how best practice can be achieved; contracting out @6 assist with the initial costs associated with boundary
council services; and any legislative change required teeform and the form and source of such incentive payments;

facilitate the reform process. To assist councils wishing tand (f) any legislative amendments required to facilitate the
pursue amalgamation proposals as part of this reform procesgform process.

the Government will, if those councils so request, suspendthe The advisory group will comprise five members as
elections due in those council areas next May. follows: a nominee of the Minister who will chair the group;

In making these decisions, the Government has adoptelperson expert in the field of public sector administration
the following objectives for reform of the local government with specialised knowledge of local government; a former
sector: to develop a stronger local government system whicklected member of local government; a former chief exec-
is better able to deliver more efficient and effective servicesutive officer from local government; and a nominee from the
to enable local government to participate effectively inLGA selected from a panel of four names provided by the
strategies for regional economic development in Soutlssociation. In being asked to report by April next year, the
Australia; and to facilitate the interaction of local governmentadvisory group will consult with the LGA, local councils,
with other spheres of Government. In deciding a course obtate Government agencies, employees of local government
action for local government reform, the Government hasind their representatives and members of the community in
taken note of the work of the Structural Reform Task Forceboth urban and rural areas.
of the LGA. Earlier this year, the task force surveyed member In relation to council amalgamations which are now under
councils about options for structural change. While the resultsonsideration or which may be proposed as a result of this
of the survey revealed a diversity of opinion within local announcement, the Government has considered how such
government, the task force did confirm the need for reformdiscussions can be facilitated in the light of council elections
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due in May next year. The Government has decided taccrued on a previous application, which was lodged in June
propose an amendment to the Local Government Act to allo#993. Simon was interviewed by Housing Trust staff of the
the Governor, by proclamation, to suspend for a period of 1&alisbury Regional Office on 13 October 1994, and he was
months the holding of next year’s elections where proposalsffered a bond and one week’s rent in advance to secure
for amalgamation have been lodged with the Local Governprivate rental accommodation. He recontacted the Salisbury
ment Association and where appropriate public notificatioroffice yesterday, 25 October (the same day he did his
has taken place. interview with the television station), and was once again
The Government will review the results of the programoffered financial assistance to secure private rental accommo-
announced today by 1996, when it trusts that the efforts of thdation. On both occasions Simon made no mention of either
local government sector and the implementation of thdseing homeless or living in a car. The urgency of his situation
recommendations of the advisory group will have resulted invas never conveyed to the South Australian Housing Trust.
measurable, sector-wide structural reform. | commend the Simon has told Housing Trust staff that he wants housing
Government's approach to the House as a strong commitmespecifically in the Modbury area. Unfortunately, due to the
to work with local government representatives, administratorfigh demand for housing in this area, the trust is not in a
and the communities they serve over the next two years tposition to offer housing in Modbury at this time. However,
ensure that South Australia has an economically efficient andl Simon wishes to broaden his options and consider other
socially effective system of local government achieved in areas with shorter waiting times, the trust could make an

cooperative and coordinated manner. immediate offer of housing. Simon could have a house today;
he could have had a house yesterday; and, of course, he could
PAPERS TABLED have one tomorrow. The Housing Trust will continue to make
] ] every effort to assist Simon to obtain housing as soon as
The following papers were laid on the table: possible. | do not like anyone to be living in a car, and nor
By the Deputy Premier (Hon. S.J. Baker)— would any other South Australian. However, Simon has
District Court Act 1991—Rules of Court—Appeals— housing options available to him and | strongly suggest that
Meat Hygiene Act and Guardianship and Administra-  he take up the offer of housing assistance that has been made
tion Act. already.
By the Treasurer (Hon. S.J. Baker)— | would also like to state that the vacant houses shown in
Regulations under the following Acts: the Channel 7 program were part of the redevelopment

Superannuation—Members—Festival Centre and project at Rosewood. If the Housing Trust is to continue to
Sugéfgﬁﬁfaﬁ:gf?éenem Scheme}—Prescribed provide better housing appropriate to the 1990s and beyond,
Authorities—Construction Industry Long Service it will be necessary for some houses to remain vacant for a

Leave Board. short time when relocating current tenants while houses are

By the Minister for Industry, Manufacturing, Small being refurbished.
Business and Regional Development (Hon. J.W. Olsen)—

Regulations under the following Acts:

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

Harbors and Navigation—General. Mr ASHENDEN (Wright): | bring up the report of the
SO‘;\}IZnAé‘sgr?"éanr: gfoFr)tgrtcs?rporatuon—ControI and committee on the Mount Gambier Regional Health Service
Electricity Trust of South Australia—Powerline Clear- and move:

ances. That the report be received.

By the Minister for Employment, Training and Further  Motion carried.
Education (Hon. R.B. Such)—

Regulations under the following Acts: The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Deputy Premier): | move:
Education—Teacher Registration. That the report be printed.
Fees Regulation—Teachers Registration Board.
By the Minister for Primary Industries (Hon. D.S.

Baker)— LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE
Fisheries—Rock Lobster Fisheries.

Motion carried.

Mr CUMMINS (Norwood): | bring up the tenth report
YOUTH, HOMELESS 1994, second session of the committee and move:

That the report be received.

The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD (Minister for Housing, Motion carried

Urban Development and Local Government Relations): . .
| seek leave to make a staternent. Mr CUMMINS: | bring up the annual report of the

committee for the period 1993-94 and move:
Leave granted.

The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: Last night on television,a | "2t the report be received.
homeless youth was shown as living in a car and supposedly Motion carried.
being denied access to housing by the South Australian

Housing Trust. This report on Channel 7 provided an QUESTION TIME
incomplete picture, and | am disappointed that no effort was
made to contact my office or the South Australian Housing CHILDREN'’S SERVICES

Trust to clarify the situation.

| have been advised that the youth, Simon Curnow, has a The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): My
current Housing Trust rental application, which was lodgedjuestion is directed to the Premier. As today is universal
in October 1994. He has also been given the waiting time h€hildren’s Day, celebrated in over 100 countries each year
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to promote the welfare of children, and in this the Year of theas have the directors of the company, in making available to
Family, will the Government publicly release the names othose people any material that was needed, and | also thank
the 92 pre-schools and child-parent centres that will lose stathe bank for the way in which it entered into the discussions
next year as a result of the Government’s decision to increase a very constructive and cooperative manner. | would think
child-staff ratios, and will he ensure that the Government willthat, everything being in place—and the bank will have
consult with the centres and the families involved? everything by Friday—an early decision will be made, and
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | will refer the question to 1 am very hopeful, given the goodwill of all parties involved,
the Minister for Education and Children’s Services in anothethat a final outcome will be announced by Monday or
place. | understand that indicative figures have already beefuesday next week. Of course, we all hope that the meat-
put out to each of the various schools involved and, certainlyyorks can then go on and trade.
that has been the case in my electorate and, | presume, it has| cannot stress enough the value of that not only to South
been the case throughout the State. Australia, as it makes up some $100 million of the export
The Hon. M.D. Rann: Have you seen this list? market, but also to Victoria, because 60 per cent of that
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | have not seen a specific list, comes from livestock purchased in Victoria. The relevant
no. | wonder why the Leader of the Opposition asked theMinisters in Victoria have been briefed on the progress of this

question— matter; they too are very supportive and we will be discussing
The Hon. M.D. Rann: It's your job: you run the Govern- it at the ARMCANZ meeting on Thursday. So, hopefully, by

ment. early next week there will be a resolution to the whole matter
The SPEAKER: Order! and, thanks to the work put in by the consultants engaged by

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: If the Leader of the Opposi- the Government, it will result in a positive outcome.
tion had the list there throughout, one must question his The SPEAKER: In the absence of the Minister for
sincerity in asking the question to start with. As | said fromHealth, | advise that questions otherwise directed to him will
the outset, | will take up the matter with the Minister for be directed to the Deputy Premier.
Education and Children’s Services in another place to see
whether there has been consultation. | understand that there WORKCOVER
has.
Mr CLARKE (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): Can
TATIARA MEATWORKS the Minister for Industrial Affairs explain how the general
. ) o ) community will understand the journey provisions of the
Mr LEWIS (Ridley): Will the Minister for Primary  Government's WorkCover amendments when his own
Industries tell the House of the conduct and outcome Of}lepartment has concerns and is confused about what the
meetings he instigated in Melbourne yesterday with thgyroyisions actually mean? The Opposition has a copy of a
receivers and the main bank involved in respect of the futurg,emgo signed by the Chief Executive Officer of the Minister’s

of the Tatiara meat company’s abattoirs at Bordertown?  gepartment which states that the legislation has created

for_his question and _interest in this mOSt important S-UbjeCt' At this stage there clearly is concern and confusion about what
I d'd. attend a r.“e‘?“”g yesterday in Melbourne with the[ e provisions actually mean, and of the practical aspects involved
receivers, the principal bank, the Commonwealth Bank, angh their implementation. . .Verbal advice provided by staff of the
the managers of the Tatiara meat company to work throug@irown Solicitor's Office on the relevant approved provisions of the
the bank’s and the receivers’ attitude to the ongoing operAct provide little clarity on the impact of the changes and seem to
ations of that meatworks. Paul Houlihan, an industriaf® at 0dds with the debate that occurred in Parliament.
relations consultant, and Ken Waldron, a business consultant, The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | thank the Deputy Leader
were engaged by the Government and their report covered tiier his question. | have not seen the memo, but | can assure
negotiations to date. The bank was most concerned abotite Deputy Leader that the Director of the department will
what would happen with respect to equity if the companyhave no difficulty in understanding what the Act means
traded on because, quite obviously, more equity needs to lemorrow.
put into that company.

The directors, to that end, gave the bank some assurances HOOLIGANISM
which, of course, the bank and the receivers will need in
writing within the next couple of days. The bank wanted the Mr CAUDELL (Mitchell): Has the Minister for Emer-
South Australian Government representatives to reach ggency Services had discussions with the Police Commissioner
agreement with the employees of the meatworks that was ifegarding means available to the police to combat hooligan-
a form that ensured those employees honoured the agreemésin and thuggery in relation to bike gangs? Recent media
if the meatworks reopened. Mr Paul Houlihan is negotiatingeports concerning bikie gangs in Adelaide have also
that agreement at present and putting it in a form acceptabiontained statements attributed to the Leader of the Opposi-
to the bank; and Ken Waldron is preparing a business plaition, calling for the establishment of a special police squad
The bank was very keen that the meatworks must have a cath combat such incidents and for an extension of police
flow that reflected the weekly limits and cash flows of thatpowers.
company to the end of December, and then on a month-by- The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: | thank the honourable
month basis for the next six months. member for his question. | have had a number of discussions

All of that will be handed to the bank, at the latest, by and meetings with the Police Commissioner and, indeed, |
Friday afternoon. The bank has said that it will make a quickmeet with him regularly at least once a week. | had a
decision next week. | pay tribute to everyone who has beediscussion with him this morning just after 7 a.m., after
involved, and the Government brought in Paul Houlihan andhearing a broadcast on the media news, which carried the
Ken Waldron. The employees have been very cooperativastory that the Commissioner was about to approach me
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seeking an extension of powers to combat hooliganism, (b)to endorse a prohibition of the possession and sale of

allegedly following calls by the Opposition Leader. ElunCh_akUg, tIOiStOld gfclilsstDO\ll(VS_, lengdf)S,_ l(le_O\{\_/pipes _ﬁ}nd
. . owplipe aarts an allistic Knives In all jurisdictions, wi
The Police Commissioner also heard that report, and he exemptions for people who can demonstrate that they have

was most surprised. It is not the first time that the Commis- a legitimate need for and can provide storage of specific
sioner has been most surprised about matters which have items, and who satisfy a police criminal records check;
arisen in the media and which have been purportedly stage- (¢) 'tt?rig?j?cst:gﬁ; Ourgmbsiﬁsi%gead\gggeggiéze ;ﬁgsiggliéy gff gllll
manag_ed_ by the Leader of the Opposition. The Police Jdangerous gc?ods covegred or?o be covered by the Customs
Commissioner was surprised also at the press conference held  prohibited Imports) Regulations, with a view fo reaching a
by the Leader of the Opposition on 24 October, justashewas final decision at the 27th meeting of the Australasian Police
further surprised some half an hour ago when | spoke to him Ministers Council.
about a paper which has been released by the Leader of thiat meeting again convenes in December this year. During
Opposition and which is entitled ‘Tackling the Gang the intervening period, obviously the Police Department and
Problem’. | have been working closely with the Attorney-General and

The Police Commissioner had not seen a copy of théis department. We have made them aware of the resolution
paper, and | have undertaken to provide him with a copy. Thend we have talked about the possibility of prohibiting the
Deputy Police Commissioner was there also, and he had nghtle of such items.
seen a copy of the paper either. It could well be that the Further, we have indeed looked at the prospect of
Opposition Leader has sent a copy; it could well be that it ighanging the Summary Offences Act 1953 to provide that a
contained within the bowels of his office or that it has justperson cannot be the holder of dangerous weapons. Whatever
arrived in the correspondence section of the Police Deparkction is taken, because of the nature of this issue, it is
ment. However, | would have thought that, if the Oppositionimportant that it is taken nationally by all States so that any
were serious about what is an important issue, it would havgroblems can be tackled by all States together. | return to just
tackled the issue appropriately by contacting the relevariow genuine—
authorities before running to the media. Members interjecting:

The paper put together by the Opposition calls for the  The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: The Opposition might not
establishment of a gang control intelligence unit, whichjjke this.
would use a computer database to monitor gang activity. | do  The SPEAKER: Order!
not know whether that is a bitlike the old Special Branch that e Hon, W.A. MATTHEW: | return to how genuine the

was abolished by a previous Labor Government because thgynosition is regarding the claims it has been making. When
Special Branch was keeping a database; my recollection jScame to office as Minister, | found the most disgraceful

that the Labor Party of the day objected to it, so it got rid ofy)ackiog that I have ever witnessed since my time in Parlia-
it. Now the Opposition Leader is calling for a gang control,,ant or working in any industry.

intelligence unit but, not satisfied with that, also a State anti- Members interjecting:

gang task force. - The SPEAKER: Order!
The police have acted. The Commissioner has acted The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW:

strongly and responsibly, and has established a task force ﬁqy staff spent 210 hours overtime, working weekends and

j[ackle. b'k.'e V|ollenc.e. Operation Titan Is gnder way and i ights to clear Labor’s backlog—unanswered correspondence
investigating this crime, and the Commissioner has ruled OLtW
|

: . om Labor’s Ministers and unactioned files from Labor’s
categorlcal_ly the establishment of these groups suggested nisters. We sent letters to all those people advising them
the Opposition Leader.

) i _that, even though in many cases up to eight months had
| can also report to the House that Operation Titan is|apsed without their hearing from the Minister to whom they
working, as is appropriate, with the National Crime AUthO”'wrote, as a community service my office was clearing
ty, to determine whether there are national links with gangg apor's backlog to tackle the problem seriously. Let us have
in South Australia so that police can provide appropriatéome frankness in this Parliament: if the Opposition Leader
support. Itis not appropriate in this House, beyond that, thlas genuine concerns, let him express them appropriately and
I release details of that investigation, because obviously to d roperly. Let him talk to the Police Commissioner first and
so could jeopardise the activity and outcome of Operatiorgut his documents forward before going to the media.
Titan. That operation will be under way for three months.”  \1ambers interjecting:
After that time, police will assess the value of the operation, The SPEAKER: When members are ready, the next
assess what has been achieved and determine what funﬂ'ﬁestion will be caI.Ied '
measures may need to be taken. Members interjectirig‘
In so far as the carriage of knives and other weapons is The SPEAKER: Ordérl
concerned, it is important to clarify this position properly, ' '
because the Opposition Leader, either unintentionally or
deliberately, has made a series of statements that distort the WORKCOVER

facts. | refer to the Police Ministers Council that was held in ;- c ARKE (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): My

May this year, a meeting of all police Ministers from aroundqyestion is directed to the Minister for Industrial Affairs.

Australia with Police Commissioners present. Councilow much productive time is being lost across the entire

resolved the following: South Australian Public Service thanks to his amendments to

(a) To endorse the expansion of the Customs (Prohibitethe WorkCover journey accident provisions which have

L”;\ll)\losftg?osvz%w:tﬁgsv ;?pgg';ﬁg Jg\?vg?gglégrgZtr?ésbgﬁ%sﬁsforced public sector workers to report for duty at their normal
knives except V\_/here the importer produces an authority ti){vorkpleflce bek:‘orer[])_rclzclzzeedlng to thf?'r f'r?’tJOb ﬁf tBe day? The
possess the article in the relative jurisdiction, similar to thememo from the Chief Executive Officer from the Department
authority required to import a hand gun; of Industrial Affairs states:

In the early days of office,
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To ensure that staff are appropriately covered it would be sensibleroduction per day, and this means that when people
to report for duty at your normal workplace before beginning acommence work they are at work and when they are expected

journey to a client or another workplace and to return to your normai ;
workplace before commencing your journey home. The executivi 0 go home they go home. The whole concept of journey

and I realise this appears to fly in the face of sensible work practice@CCidents is to recognise accidents at work. Itis not meant to
This simply means that Government workers start on a jorecogmse accidents to and from work and there needs to be
later and finish earlier as they divert via a depot or office clear definition, and the clear definition is exactly as stated
instead of going straight to or from the job inthe Act and as stated by the Director: you commence at the
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | find it staégering— place where you commence your work and, if it so happens
cl rké in.te.r'ectin ) : that a person is required to go to another place, so be it.
'IMr:e SaPEAKEFg: Ordg.r! Thatis very clear, and it will mean that the responsibility

The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | find it staggering that the for work accidents involving a journey to be paid for by the

o . Government is very specific. Then we will not have the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition would question where On%roblem of a worker saying, ‘I began my journey at home at
begins work. One of the fundamental— :

larke interiecting: 7.30 in the morning and did not clock on at work until 9
Mr Clarke interjecting: o’clock.’ The purpose of the exercise is to make it clear so

The SPEAKER: Order! that we do not have the legal ramifications which historically
The Hon. G.A. _'NG_ERSON- One of the fundamental— 516 involved in the WorkCover area and have these processes
Members interjecting: drawn out on legal argument, not fact. | do not believe there

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: Mr Speaker, I rise on a point of ha5 heen any reduction in productivity in the public sector.

order. | know that you are sympathetic to the numbers on thg, fact, | think evidence will show that it has significantly
other side, but they are making the House unworkable anghyroved.

interjecting at every opportunity. | ask you to call them to
order. PIPELINES AUTHORITY

Members interjecting:

The SPEAKER: Order! When members are quiet the ~ Mr CONDOUS (Colton): Will the Treasurer inform the
Chair will give a ruling. The Chair, as always, has endeavHouse of the progress being made by the Government
oured to ensure that everyone has the opportunity to particiewards selling the Pipelines Authority of South Australia,
pate effectively. Unnecessary interjections are completely ouhe owner of the Moomba to Adelaide and Katnook natural
of order and the Chair will take appropriate action fromgas pipelines?
whichever side of the House it continues. Twice today | have The Hon. S.J. BAKER: It is important that the House
remained silent while members continue to conversghould be updated on this matter. Prior to the last election we
unnecessarily across the Chamber. A number of actions angade it clear that pipelines were inappropriate to be owned
open to me and, if members continue to interject when thegnd operated by State Governments. and that view has since
should not, their names will be taken off the question list. been endorsed by the findings of the Hilmer committee. We

Mr FOLEY: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of order. have seen clearly from the Federal Government that competi-
Throughout Question Time today the Opposition has beetion must prevail in the marketplace and that Governments
subjected to continual comments from the Deputy Leader afhall not be the owners and occupiers of these facilities. We
the Government in this House, and that is a feature of evergre pleased to say that we are consistent with the Federal
Question Time. Government’s designs in this area, and in many ways we are

An honourable member: What'’s the point of order? in front of the Federal Government's determination to

Mr FOLEY: Iaskthatyou rule in future that the Deputy increase productivity.

Leader refrain from such action. As regards PASA, we have changed one item in terms of

The SPEAKER: Order! The Chair has just advised what we said originally. We said that we would sell PASA.
members that interjections from any quarter will not beHowever, we are not selling PASA; we are selling the
accepted if they disrupt the proceedings of the House. | havansport facility. We sell the means of transport; we do not
indicated one course of action, and other courses of action agell off the regulatory body and some of the other responsi-
open to the Chair of which the honourable member and othdsilities that go with PASA. That created another legal
members are aware. The Chair will not be selective. Thellemma, and we have solved that by taking a separate path,
Minister. which is to leave PASA as an entity governed by statute with

The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: As | was attempting to say certain regulatory functions, but to sell off the facilities which
before | was interrupted by the Deputy Leader, we are dealingansport the gas from the gasfields to the distribution points.
here with an activity called work, and people clock on whenit is important to understand that item. We are very proud of
they start, which is usually where they are at the first pointwhere PASA has been and we shall be proud of where it is
That is where journey accidents begin and end. going in future. There are exciting developments in gas

Mr ASHENDEN: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of order. exploration and distribution.
| point out to the Deputy Leader of the Opposition thatitis  The time for the completion of sale and legislative change
against Standing Orders to have displays in this House. is scheduled for 30 June next year for all matters to be

The SPEAKER: The Chair did not see any display, but satisfied. It is important to understand that in a professional
if displays are being used in the House it is totally out ofway we have been tuning the organisation for this process.
order and | would uphold the point of order. The honourabldmportantly, we have also embarked on pre-selling by getting
Minister. national and international investors interested in this exciting

The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: Thank you, Mr Speaker. proposition. It also carries with it some responsibility to be
With regard to the definition of ‘work’, a person may part of and to invest something back into South Australia, so
commence work at, say, 9 a.m. and finish at 5 p.m. Thave are looking at the economic development that will flow
Government wants to ensure that we get the maximurfrom the sale of such a facility.
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We are now entering the final phase of determining aMinister were sitting down and writing the regulations, giving
appropriate price and successful tenderer for the sale of thteem to industry, and finding industry giving them back with
pipeline. The matter is proceeding very smoothly. | payanother 50 to 60 pages of errors. Then they would take it back
particular tribute to the asset management task force, to Mand redraft it and put it out again, with further errors being
John Eastham, the Director of PASA, and to all the staff whaoted.
have been involved to date, because it has certainly been an that was causing problems, and when | came into the

exceptional effort. ministry | set up an evaluation committee comprising the
UTLC and the employers. That committee has had 17
ENTERPRISE BARGAINING meetings between March and October, and last Friday it had

. . S its final meeting, having just a couple of issues still to be
Ms STEVENS (E||z_abeth)_. My question is directed to resolved. We expect soon to have a new set of regulations
the Minister for Industrial Affairs. Is the Government able to ringing together 16 different sets of regulations into one
identify which public servants are and are not members o ocument, which will explain in a very simple and clear way
unions? The new Industrial and Employee Relations Ac he requiréments of every business and employee. Where
requires employers to negotiate directly with employees Wh%ppropriate, it will adopt a hazard-based approéch to

are not represented by an association. This will require thg mpliance and a more effective and less prescriptive
Government to know whether or not every teacher, nurse al proach to regulation.

other category of employee is a member of an association. o ]
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | should have thoughtthat, T NiS issue has been going on for two to three years. We

if the Government wanted to know that and when it decide@XPEct these regulations to be consolidated and in place by

to enter into any arrangement with a union and/or any group\Prl next year. After many years of playing around with

of people, it would simply ask. | should have thought that, ifoccupational health and safety, it will be a real program and

that was the path that the Government chose to go down, g real set of regulations which everybody in industry will be

would do that. As the honourable member would know, in@Ple to understand and carry out.

recent times the Government has asked all members of its

staff whether they wish to join a union. Since we forward to ENTERPRISE BARGAINING

the unions on a regular basis the money that we collect for

them, | can say that we would know all of those members Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): My question is directed to

because we are forwarding their contributions to the unionghe Minister for Industrial Affairs. How will the Government

I am sure that we could ask any other members whossimultaneously negotiate with individual employees,

contributions we do not forward to a union if we needed toemployees represented by the Employee Ombudsman,

know. We are in the process of negotiating enterpris&mployees represented by agents and employees represented

agreements with all departments and we will be goingoy a union? Under section 76(2) of the Industrial and

through the legal requirements to make sure that angmployee Relations Act, all employees have the right to

enterprise agreement that we enter into stands up under thegotiate as a group and to be represented by the employee

law. ombudsman, an agent or a union. In large departments this
means that the negotiation could involve thousands of

OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH, SAFETY AND WEL- separate respondents. For example, the Education Department
FARE has 18 000 employees at 800 work sites. The Opposition

) ) o understands that the Minister for Education and Children’s
Mr ASHENDEN (Wright):  Will the Minister for  Services and his department are unable to work out how
Industrial Affairs advise the House whether the Stateenterprise bargaining can proceed under this Act.
Government proposes to consohc_iate gnd update occu_patlonal The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: Itis a pity that the member
health, safety and welfare regulations in South Australia? Thgpposite does not sit down with some of her union mates
(?gsvie:ggigtir?] Vrvg\;léeorccsﬁfg?or?;lﬁgal?ﬁog;% ﬁs ;23'3\}2{% SrThis exact situation is occurring in the private sector, where
rac%ces b errr)l loyers ar?d employees fn Sou%h Australial' union official nominated to represent the group of
P y employ ploy mployees, a person representing the balance of the employ-

xgﬂiglab%ezélstizses dbi?ir:nppulgﬁge;ggt:rif;(‘;;c:'é'snggl;%c%%e es and the employers are sitting down at the table, and they
. . . - . are actually and practically negotiating an enterprise agree-
with updated, simpler and consolidated regulations with Ies%ent
duplication in Government agencies. ' o
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | thank the member for Mr Clarke interjecting:
Wright for his question and note his continuing interestin this  The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: Just let me finish, before
issue. Some time ago the Government outlined its position othe Deputy Leader rudely interrupts, as he has the tendency
occupational health, safety and welfare. Part of that prograno do on many occasions. It is our intention to do exactly the
was a $2 million injection of funds from WorkCover to the same thing in the public sector, and we will get a representa-
whole process of occupational health and safety in this Statéve of the teachers to sit down, whether or not it is SAIT. If
We made a commitment to get on with the job of looking SAIT does not want to be involved, that is its choice under
after workers’ safety instead of merely talking about it, asthis Act. Those who wish to sit around the table with the
happened under the previous Government over many yeaiGovernment may negotiate an enterprise agreement; provided
When | took over responsibility in the Department for it represents more than 50 per cent of the employees of that
Industrial Affairs, the first thing that was given to me was thedepartment, we will take that agreement to the enterprise
fifth draft of the occupational health and safety regulationsagreement commissioner for recognition. If, with less than 50
That document had been drawn up over two or three yearper cent of the membership, SAIT wishes to be excluded, that
All that was happening was that the department and this its choice.
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AUSINDUSTRY particularly small business, better understand the range of

programs and services available to them; to improve access

Mr BUCKBY (Light): Will the Minister for Industry, to the information and advice on those programs; to increase

Manufacturing, Small Business and Regional Developmerthe number of access points so that regional areas of South
tell the House what steps South Australia has taken to ensufaustralia have access points for small to medium business

that business advice and support from both the private anehterprises; to provide integrated, consistent and up-to-date
public sectors and from Federal and State agencies is moigformation and assistance to those companies and timely,
streamlined and easily accessible and verify that the modetlevant advice to their clients; and to achieve a partnership
South Australia has developed is setting the pace for the reapproach where the State Government is the delivery point
of Australia? | understand that a meeting of all Australianfor the programs determined at the Federal level. It will be a
Ministers of Industry is to be held in Perth this week, wheretwo stage process. Hopefully, out of the meeting in Perth we

the concept of Ausindustry will be discussed. will be able to get an agreement between the Commonwealth
Members interjecting: and the States and the memorandum of understanding will be
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Spence. signed on Friday. That will then lead to bilateral arrange-

The Hon. JW. OLSEN: South Australia has been ments between the States individually and Canberra for the
working towards a cooperative, coordinated approach in thdelivery of those programs within the individual States.
provision of information and advice to small and medium  In summary, it builds on existing South Australian advice
business in South Australia on the range of programand assistance infrastructure regarded as a national bench-
available to assist business. It is fair to say that not only irmark for these programs; it is consistent with the legislation
South Australia but also in other States of Australia there hasurrently before the Parliament in relation to the restructuring
been confusion as to the number of access points that exist the business advice programs available from the Economic
for business information and also the wide range of programBevelopment Authority, the South Australian Centre for
available to businesses at both the national and State leveldanufacturing and the Business Centre; and it complements
The Working Nation statement delivered by the Federathe decisions which we have already made and which we are
Government earlier this year sought to streamline the procegsiplementing in South Australia, plus that legislative change.
and put in place a more coordinated approach to remove sorfigne bottom line is that it makes commonsense to cut the red
of the confusion and duplication in relation to businesgape for business and make it more readily available for

programs. business in South Australia.
The Federal Government’s policy direction as announced
in its Working Nation statement is consistent with the policy STATE TAXES

put down by this Government prior to the last election ] )
wherein we wanted to remove the confusion and make the Mr QUIRKE (Playford): Will the Treasurer categorical-
information more readily available and accessible to a widely rule out any tax increases in the next State budget and any
range of small and medium enterprises in South Australia. T8irther cuts in health and education beyond those already
that extent, the South Australian Government has bee@utlined in the May financial statement and the recent
working cooperatively with the Federal Government for thebudget?
introduction of the Ausindustry scheme; the Working Nation ~ The Hon. S.J. BAKER: I thank the honourable member
statement. We believe that that scheme delivered here far his question. He could ask Mr Keating about that, because
South Australia will be of benefit and assistance to theuite simply we have run out of options when we are dealing
business community. with—

It is important, however, that the provision and delivery ~Members interjecting:
of those programs are undertaken by the State Government The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | am having trouble getting the
instrumentalities. At the meeting in Perth on Thursday andnessage across, Sir. The issue is very dear to my heart right
Friday of this week the South Australian Government willat this moment. Unless we get some responsibility in
vigorously pursue the need to have the State instrumentalitiésanberra, we face enormous cost pressures on our budget. |
delivering the programs to the business sector, simplgaid when we delivered the 1994-95 budget that it would have
because State Governments better understand the regionaterbe held within the grounds that we had laid down. Of
local needs of the business community than the Federgburse, since that time the lack of Federal Government action
Government or a scheme administered out of Canberra. Than its deficit and a number of other areas has been astonish-
is consistent with the approach that has been taken bfg. We are now in a situation where the financial markets are
previous governments in South Australia. speculating about the future. We have the Reserve Bank

To that extent, South Australia has been leading the packunning the Government at the moment.
The NIES program (the National Industry Extension Scheme) Mr Foley interjecting:
that has operated in South Australia for a number of years The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Hart will not
now has not only been recognised by the Federal Auditorearry on a conversation.
General for the efficient way in which the scheme operates The Hon. S.J. BAKER: We have the extraordinary
but also other States in Australia well recognise and havsituation that when the last budget was delivered Mr Keating
indicated publicly that the South Australian extension of thasaid that we were on the doorstep of the greatest growth seen
scheme is a model that ought to be picked up and pursued liy Australia virtually since the Second World War, and now
other States. To that extent we have been successful in beihg is saying we cannot manage it so we have to allow interest
at the forefront in negotiations with the Commonwealthrates to blow out. If anyone looked at the statements made by
Government for the memorandum of understanding that wilthe Prime Minister over the past four months, one would
be debated in Perth. suggest very kindly that he needs his brain examined.

The objectives for the Ausindustry scheme are to improvérincipally, he is allowing markets to determine where the
the impact and effectiveness of the services to let businesiiterest rates of this country are going. He has taken no action
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to bring his deficit under control. He has taken no action orexercise is to ensure that developers in the future have some
the current account; and he has taken no action to amelioratertainty and expectation of success. In the past, so often we
the effect of wage rises, so on all fronts we are in a venhave seen ideas floated and developments have come forward
difficult situation. where developers have spent a lot of time, effort and money
As far as the member’s question is concerned, there aie putting together a development only to have the public
three possibilities if the situation we are facing today iscome in, highly criticise it, can it, or whatever. In the end, it
reversed tomorrow, should the Federal Government takigist becomes too difficult.
action. I have made it quite clear. If the Federal Government This is a new process very much in the experimental stage.
gave a clear undertaking on the reduction of that deficit t\| participants accept that it is experimental. If it is a
more appropriate proportions, the financial markets woul@uccess, it could flow on to other developments to be
take the lead and we would see the pressure on interest rajg®posed in this State. | would expect early in the New Year
removed immediately. They have not done it to date, but that we would be going out for registrations of interest and
still expect them to do so. Unless they do take action on thejhviting developers to come forward with their proposals for
own behalf to control their own destinies and the future ofthe St Michael's site. In conclusion, | point out that there are
this country, we will see this continual blow-out in intereststwo developments up there. When members hear about the
rates, we will see pressure on the current account, pressugievelopment of the Mount Lofty site, it is a separate propo-
on wages and pressure on the whole system. sal. The answer to this question this afternoon refers specifi-
| said under the circumstances and faced with thatally to the St Michael’s site.
intolerable position that the State Government had a number
of options. It can spread out its savings targets, increase the MODBURY HOSPITAL
take, reduce the savings, or a combination of those; or we can
go cap in hand to Mr Keating and say, ‘You have caused the Mr QUIRKE (Playford): Will the Treasurer assure
problem; how about paying for it?" | know what reception we employees of the Modbury Hospital who transfer to the new
would get. The answer really is in Canberra’s hands. private operator, Health Scope, that their superannuation
I would make the point quite clearly on the taxation frontarrangements with the South Australian Government will
that we can hardly put up taxation while at the same time theemain in place, and that persons not yet in super will have
Federal Treasurer and the Prime Minister are causingccess to the SSS scheme, as will all other public sector
enormous heartache to business in this country and in thismployees?

State by increasing the costs of their borrowings. AS @ The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | am not sure whether the
SO"?fUme“t’ the Comm'tm‘;“t on taxation is clear. We cafy estion is being addressed to me as Treasurer or as the
ard ykl)nC(ease taxation at t ; sart?e time as V‘{? are tryylngh inister representing the Minister for Health. On the issue

say to businesses, ‘Come and do business in this State’ Whehe Modbury Hospital, the Minister for Health has taken

they are fa_cmg increased cost pressures from the interest raff, o pains to explain to the House the process that is being
regime lbelng forced upon them by the incompetence of thigjgyed, and the issues that the member refers to are under
Federal Government. awhole range of issues that are obviously being gone through
right at this moment. There have been expressions of interest,
and there are a whole lot of issues that obviously get sorted

Mr EVANS (Davenport): My question is directed to the outin the F’r°°ess~ ) ]
Minister for Housing, Urban Development and Local Inprinciple, we are saying that Modbury Hospital shall be
Government. What is proposed for the St Michael's site atinder private management. We have said that time and again.
Mount Lofty following the current public display of develop- There are a whole lot of issues that are resolved. We have
ment proposals for that site? The St Michael's site wasaid in terms of other contracts, in the IT outsourcing area
destroyed by the fires in the 1980s. Numerous proposa@nd a whole range of areas, that the process will be the
under the then Labor Government for whatever reason did ngtbject of deliberation and negotiation, and therefore a
proceed. | seek clarification of what is proposed for theconclusion will be reached based on all those matters. |
current development. expect th'at there will bga arange of issues, and'that will be one

The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: Certainly, the development of those_ issues that W|I_I be negotiated at the time of change-
of the site has been generating a good deal of publicity latelpVer- Itis an important issue that needs to be addressed, just
albeit favourable publicity, for the way this Government is |ke. itis in all circumstances for those people providing for
going about the process. We have put out already two publideir future.
displays, one in the Stirling council chamber and the otherin | do not expect that there will be any difficulty in the
the foyer of my office, and through those displays we areprocess. Thatis further down the track. Until such time as we
inviting the public to come in, look at the displays and writereach that point, it is inappropriate to speculate. If the
to a consultative committee, putting down what they believéhonourable member would like to have a special briefing on
are the types of development they would like to see on th#éat or any other matter relating to the Modbury Hospital and
site. Then, in about two months, we will close the consultathe program that is being pursued there, | am sure that when
tive process and look for registrations of interest from thehe Minister for Health returns he will provide that informa-
development industry so the development industry, when thetjon to the honourable member.
tender and put in their ideas and plans, will at least know
what the public expectation is for the site. PALM HOUSE

Very briefly, the consultative committee consists of local
government, local community interest groups and the Mr SCALZI (Hartley): Will the Minister for the
development industry itself, so we will get quite a compositeEnvironment and Natural Resources advise the House of the
assessment of the ideas that come in. The whole point of th&ogress that has been made in respect of the restoration of

ST MICHAEL'S
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the old Palm House in the Adelaide Botanic Gardens anth the previous Government, the former Minister for Health
when the work is likely to be completed? and for Family and Community Services (Hon. Martyn
The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: | am sure all members of the Evans), made it his business to reconsider the priorities of the
House would be aware of the heritage significance of the ol@epartment for Family and Community Services, and many
Palm House in the Botanic Gardens. It is probably one of ouof these organisations, it was found, were outside those
more significant heritage items in this State. | appreciate thpriorities.
interest that the member for Hartley has shown in this matter. | have asked my advisory committee to reconsider this
He would be aware that, in recent times, considerable worknatter. As | said, | am currently reassessing whether or not
has been carried out with respect to the refurbishment of thBANDS should be provided with funding, as is the case with
Palm House. After being totally dismantled, the iron work ofother smaller voluntary organisations that have made an
the old Palm House has been repaired and a protectigpproach to me. | take this opportunity to commend SANDS
coating has been applied in an off-site workshop during thand many other organisations working in the community.
past several months. Work has now begun on reassemblifihey are all doing an excellent job. Most of them involve
the restored iron work prior to reglazing taking place.large numbers of volunteers and we all recognise the part that
Program completion for the building is anticipated in Marchvolunteers play, particularly in providing community services
next year, thanks to the excellent cooperation between thtaroughout the State. | would be happy to provide further
Botanic Gardens staff— information to the honourable member, when that decision
The Hon. R.B. Such:Palm Sunday? has been made, in regard to the specific matter she has raised
The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: Well, it might even be on this afternoon.
Palm Sunday; that might be appropriate. Subcontractors have
been working under the management of the SACON Heritage STATE TRAINING PROFILE
Unit project. The budget is currently on target with $750 000
having been spent. Funding of $1.1 million was provided by Mrs ROSENBERG (Kaurna): Can the Minister for
the Federal Government, with an additional more tharfEmployment, Training and Further Education provide
$60 000 being donated by South Australians in a publidnformation on the directions outlined in the 1995 State
appeal. | would certainly like to recognise the contributionTraining Profile and how they will benefit South Australia?
that people in the community have made. The donation of an The Hon. R.B. SUCH:| thank the member for Kaurna,
extra $60 000 by South Australians who have an interest iwho is an excellent local member in the southern region. The
this building is to be commended. The restoration project i$State Training Profile is a very important document not
one that all South Australians can feel very proud of and, iecause it is a documeper sebut because it charts the
members of the House have the opportunity to walk througldirection for training in South Australia. It is important that,
the gardens, | would recommend that— if we are to maintain a high quality standard of living, create
The Hon. Frank Blevins interjecting: and preserve jobs, and promote productivity and profitability
The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: —they look at the work being  in industry, we must have highly trained and qualified people.
carried out, which is significant for all South Australians, An honourable member: The Opposition included.
even for the member for Giles. The Hon. R.B. SUCH: The State Training Profile focuses
The SPEAKER: Order! During Question Time the onanumber of areas where we must make sure that we have
member for Giles has carried on ongoing conversation. &dditional trained people, because there is a risk of a skills
would suggest to the member for Giles that, if he wishes tshortage in the not too distant future if industries and
remain for the rest of the day’s sitting, he cease that conenterprises do not train enough people. The Government is

tinued chatter. The honourable member for Napier. therefore very keen that industry be encouraged to train
Members interjecting: people, and some of those industries include electronics, the
The SPEAKER: Order! horticultural-rural industry, tourism, hospitality and food
processing, business studies, particularly for small and
VOLUNTEER COMMUNITY GROUPS medium sized business, and engineering, including the
automotive area.
Ms HURLEY (Napier): Will the Minister for Family and Training costs a lot of money but not to train costs a lot

Community Services allow small volunteer based communitynore, and South Australia now, through industries such as the
groups, such as SANDS (Stillborn and Neonatal Deathgutomotive and wine industries, is showing that high quality
Society) to shut down through lack of funding? One of mytraining pays off with a great demand for those products. The
constituents who has derived considerable support frorquality of those products is excellent, and the Training
SANDS informed me that a cut to this association will Profile, in the submission to the Australian National Training
jeopardise its continued existence. The organisation is ruputhority, will help to ensure that we are tightly focused and

entirely by volunteers who have undergone the samego deliver in regard to the number of trained people needed
experience. The small Government contribution is used fopy industries and enterprises in the years ahead.

basic administrative expenses.

The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: | can assure the honourable HOUSING TRUST TENANTS
member that | have received a considerable amount of
representation on this matter from both sides of the House, Mr De LAINE (Price): When will the Minister for
and | would like to thank those members who have taken uplousing, Urban Development and Local Government
this matter with me. The issue is under consideration. Th&elations introduce a new policy to make it easier to evict
honourable member needs to realise that significant demanB®using Trust tenants who continually harass and interfere
are coming from groups, voluntary organisations andwith the privacy and comfort of surrounding tenants or
community service organisations seeking funding at this timeesidents? The announcement by the Minister that a new
The honourable member may also be aware that her colleagaeedit policy will be introduced on 31 October has the
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potential to devastate many genuine tenants in financial The SPEAKER: The honourable member is now
hardship. The problem in relation to troublesome tenants isommenting, and he knows that that is out of order.
seen by many people to be a far more serious one. Mr BRINDAL: | rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker. |
The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: | suppose every one of us address your attention to schedule 2 of Bill No. 27 which
at some time or other in representing constituencies has hadnvasses this matter.
this problem come across our desks. We all share the The SPEAKER: Order! The Chair has already ruled that,
honourable member’s concern that, if you do get a difficultif a particular question relates directly to a matter before the
tenant who is causing mayhem in a street, who is being totalljdouse, it is out of order. However, the Chair is of the view
unrealistic and who does not understand about communityat the Leader, in asking his question, has referred to
living and the rules regarding community living, that personbudgetary considerations, and | ask the Minister to reply only
must be evicted. | have no sympathy whatsoever for thes® that section of the question which deals with the budgetary
people. If the trust comes to me with sufficient reason and itonsiderations raised by the Leader.
wants to take that course of action—although it is a decision The Hon. R.B. SUCH:| cannot give any guarantee about
of the board, and not my decision—I would always supporimatters. In this State, we are seeking to have the best
the board. provision of languages at the tertiary level. That is something
The dilemma the trust has is really tied up in establishinghat was not done under the previous Government, and | am
a sequence of events so that, when it eventually does go &msuring that it will happen under this Government. So, |
court, the case stacks up and will not be lost. My principakannot give any guarantee about financing, including SAIL,
support for the board is the suggestion that, once you hawvsr any other area of my responsibility; it would be foolish to
decided to take a course of action, it should be expedited afo so. If the honourable member is patient, he will shortly be
quickly as possible for the sake of the tenant. All membersnade aware of what the intentions are in relation to that
would realise that there is a set procedure that must berganisation.
followed and that, unless those steps are gone through, there
is the possibility of a challenge or the possibility of having
it thrown out at the time when they least want it.
The Housing Trust and the Government are very sympa-
thetic to tenants, and anyone who becomes an unreasonable
tenant through unacceptable social community behaviour

should be evicted as quickly as possible for the benefit of GRIEVANCE DEBATE
everyone in the street, and we would facilitate whatever _ o
action the board wanted to take. The SPEAKER: The question before the Chair is that the

House note grievances.
INSTITUTE OF LANGUAGES
The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): |

The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): Will was very interested in the comments of the Minister for
the Minister for Employment, Training and Further EducationEmergency Services today about a radio report which quoted
give a guarantee that there will be no threat to the continuethe Police Commissioner. If he or the Police Commissioner
existence of the South Australian Institute of Languageshave concerns about that radio report, | would suggest that
which was established by statute in 1989 to advise théhey contact the reporter and the station concerned. However,
Minister and the principal tertiary institutions on languageif the Minister for Emergency Services does not support
studies in South Australia, and to work with the institutionslegislation to deal with knives, baseball bats, intimidation and
to provide and develop language study courses? harassment by youth gangs, the Opposition will introduce that

Mr BRINDAL: | rise on a point of order, Sir. | do not legislation.
believe it is correct in Question Time to pre-empt debate. The SPEAKER: Order! Members will take their seats.
There is a Bill on the Notice Paper, schedule 2 of whichThe Leader is addressing the House.
addresses that matter. Therefore, the question should not be The Hon. M.D. RANN: If the Minister for Emergency

in order. Services is prepared to sit on his hands during a crisis in the
Members interjecting: community, which has been highlighted in recent weeks, if
The SPEAKER: Order! he is prepared to turn his back on a legitimate bipartisan
Members interjecting: attempt to seek a community discussion on this issue, he must
The SPEAKER: Order! The Chair suggests that membersbe very nervous and very insecure. The fact is that the

be a little calm and the Chair will make a ruling. Minister is soft on law and order and is out of touch with the
Members interjecting: community. | have received a letter which relates to an attack

The SPEAKER: Order! If a particular question relates to on the 12-year-old daughter of a woman who lives in
a matter that is before the House and anticipates debate, it&lisbury Heights. The letter states:
out of order. At this stage the Chair believes that the question On Thursday 20 October, at approximately 4.20 p.m. my two
has not gone that far. | point out to the Leader of the Opposidaughters were coming home from school and went through the

tion that he should be particularly cautious in the furtherSalisbury interchange to catch a connecting bus to home. Whilst one
asking or explaining of his auestion of my daughters was sitting on the seat waiting for the bus, my other
9 p g g : . daughter walked across the road to buy a drink from the shop. In her
The Hon. M.D. RANN: Thank you, Sir. Concern has absence, three youths (two females and one male) approached my
been expressed to me that the South Australian Institute gbunger daughter and said, ‘We want your top, get it off.’ Her first
Languages, under the leadership of the highly regarde@action was to say no’, but she became very frightened that they

. ere going to hurt her. They told her to accompany them to the toilet
Romano Rubichi, may be under budgetary threat, and \tflock,gwhigch o Siteted at¥heinterchange. pany

understand that there has been a dispute in Cabinet over this Ty of the girls forced her to the toilet block, with the other male
matter. youth following behind. As she was being led to the toilets she was
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crying and very distressed about what they were going to do to heincident where a young boy produced a piece of gum, which

When they reached the toilets, they made her stand behind the shelfgs unwrapped. This would have been a 10 second grab, yet
wall of the toilet. The male then said to the girls, ‘I am better at ; : ; ; s ni
rolling people than you.’ He then grabbed her jacket and undid thg0UNY people watching the film quickly picked up this piece

top buttons. She said, ‘I'll do it myself.” She did this because she dif action, they recognised the gum wrapper, they identified
not want them to touch her. She then took off her school bag fronwith it and, during the next few weeks, tens of thousands of
her back and they grabbed her and ripped the jacket from her. Thollars worth of that gum was purchased in confectionary

male youth also asked if she had any money, then proceeded i ;
search her school bag. Once they had what they wanted, they just Iegﬁ10ps throughout the United States of America.

her there and walked out as cool as anything. With this in mind, | refer to théAdvertiserof 22 October
My daughter had saved for three months to buy this jacket, jus1994, which carried an article about voluntary euthanasia
to have somebody take it. What really stresses me is that this incidebeing performed in Amsterdam and shown on television. |

happened in the middle of a busy interchange with a lot of peoplgnow that this story is highly emotive and tragic indeed, and
around. Sitting next to where my daughter was seated, there we

two adults who saw everything and they did not do anything to hel;!f}iS notatime to push Ol?e’sf barroyv on eUthanaSia' Here was
adefenceless 12 year old girl. Has it come to the stage in our socieB account of a man’s life being terminated by lethal
that not even adults will help out children in trouble, or is it injection, being shown live and in prime time on national
everybody is too scared? ) ) television in Holland. This comes under the category of
As aresult of this assault, | have informed my children that they, ercy killing, and it has naturally triggered off a row

have to take another bus route to come home from school, which WiIh h he Netherland h Kill . il
take an extra half hour to three quarters of an hour. | don't think thidhroughout the Netherlands, where mercy killing Is sti

is fair, but | will not allow my children to be placed in that situation Officially illegal, although there were 1 318 reported cases of
again, which is a common occurrence in Salisbury and the intervoluntary euthanasia in 1993.

change especially. - . .
There is a big group of youths in Salisbury which have bee This is the first recorded case to be shown on national

terrorising the children in Salisbury and surrounding suburbs for thlmeViSion' My view on mercy killing is qui'ge clear; | am

last couple of years, and nothing is being done to try and get on toptrongly and totally opposed to such action. People are
of this problem of rolling children for their clothes, shoes and moneyentitled to their views on the matter, but God forbid that a
The children affected are too scared to do anything about it, for feagjtyation similar to that which occurred in the Netherlands

these youths will attack_them again or their families and frle_nds. last week could ever occur in Australia. People will say that
On numerous occasions these youths have attacked children in

the local school grounds during the children's lunch break, apUch athing will not happen, that it will not happen national-
children’s homes, at the local shops and at the Parabanks shoppilyy yet as a nation we have become very insensitive to such
centre. Once rolling these children, the youths have stated, ‘Youissues. What was objectionable in the 1960s for television
parents are rich, they will replace your clothes and shoes, we kno‘{)’lewing and theatre is now mild compared with what is
where you are and what school you go to, we will get those as well.

There is no constant supervision at the station to protect 0u§hown, accepted and approved of in the 1990s.

children, but with all the problems there has been you would think ~ Returning to the mercy killing in the Netherlands, | refer
something could be done. | know the police have not got the humato an anti-euthanasia Dutch doctor’s report appearing in the
resources to be everywhere at the same time, but maybe it is abonHvertiseron 22 October. as follows:

time the community jumped up and down and demanded the o . " L . .
Government to place more police in this area. I think it is horrible that this [euthanasia] is being brought into

I know there is going to be a police station opening in Salisburythe family living room so that everyone can see. It shocks you to the
later this year, but will they be given enough staff to supervise th&0nes to see the way people talk about doctors killing as if it is the
interchange more closely? There was once a police station 'iﬂormal thing to do.

Salisbury but it closed down, and | don't understand it as there i$ refer also to a newsletter from the Editor of St Paul's

always constant trouble in the centre of Salisbury. ) -
Why can't there be police or transit police, stationed at theCO”ege’ Walla Walla, in New South Wales, which sums up

interchange to protect our children between the hours of 8 a.m. to What is happening to our society as we move into the twenty-
a.m. and 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. to alleviate some of these bullies frorfirst century. Entitled ‘What used to be’, it states:

assaulting our children when going to and from school. This is the What used to be called modesty is now called a sex hang-up

second time one of my children has been assaulted for their CIOth%hat used to be called Christian discipline is now called unhealth
and shoes by this gang of youths. repression. What used to be called dliosgusting is now called adul){.
The SPEAKER: The honourable member's time has What used to be called moral irresponsibility is now called being
expired. freed up. What used to be called chastity is now called neurotic
TUiment. What Used to 66 Called perversion i now called aliernate
Mr LEGGETT (Hanson): There is no doubt that |iestyle. What used to be called de%ravity is now called creative self-
television plays a tremendous role in influencing people fronexpression. What used to be called ethical anarchy is now called the
all walks of life and of all ages, and it especially has atheology of liberation.
powerful influence on the young people in our society. YOuAs we approach the twenty-first century we really must ask
would not have to be Einstein to work that one out. Televi-ourselves what effect incidents seen on television, such as the
sion has the power to be both constructive and informativénercy killing on national television in Holland, will actually

on the one hand, and totally counter-productive and eveRave on future generations not only in Holland but also in
destructive on the other. One has to only look back thre@aystralia.

weeks ago to see Port Adelaide’s win in the South Australian
National Football League to realise the depression that some The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS (Giles): Yesterday in
prime time viewing can cause. response to a question | asked the Premier about Central
We have been told by the experts—and it is hard to knowstandard Time on a meridian of 135 degrees east, the Premier
what constitutes an expert—that violence and explicit seattempted, in effect, to kill off this issue; to kill off any
scenes shown on television really have little effect on peopleprospect of South Australia moving to this particular time
However, | refer this House to a film call&dT, whichwas zone. | was very disappointed at the Premier's response
a Steven Spielberg production made some years ago. It whgcause the Australian Labor Party has made a decision to
not exactly my type of film, nevertheless it was a verysupport the select committee that has been moved by the Hon.
popular one for young people. In the movie there was ar€aroline Schaefer in another place. The reasons why we will
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be supporting the Hon. Caroline Schaefer in her move fora The issue that | wanted to pursue today—and there are a
select committee is that the proposal to have a select commitumber of other issues concerning my electorate—involves
tee is a very reasonable one and we believe worthy diansportto the city centre of the Munno Para district, where
support. | will read the principal terms of reference of thea large shopping centre (the Munno Para Shopping Centre,
select committee. The Hon. Caroline Schaefer moved:  adjacent to the council chambers and other facilities such as
1. That a select committee of the Legislative Council bethe library and the Commonwealth Employment Service) has
established to consider and report on the economic and socigst been completed. At the time this shopping centre was
viability and Ic_)ng-term implications of altering the time zone for proposed and construction had commenced, there were
SOUZth #ﬁ::rt&flllzlaastglelc??:gri?nrﬁtiseesizi comment from representativ romises from the Department of Transport that bus routes
of the Northern Territory Government in respect of any change. ou_Id be rearranged so that people_ within th‘? electorate, but
) . ) articularly those on the western side of Main North Road,
It seems to me that they are interesting points and well WO”EouId get to that shopping centre and could, therefore, get to
considering. However, the Premier, not waiting for the selecfe council chambers and to the CES. That involved rerouting
committee, giving no support whatsoever to the Honge pys services from the western side of Main North Road,
Caroline Schaefer and people in country areas who beliegscayse currently—and there were some good reasons for
in this proposal, just said a straight out ‘No’. | know that the s most of the bus routes tend to go into the Elizabeth City
Premier did happen to win the day on the extension Ofantre almost exclusively.
daylight saving—he wanted six months; he has got close to Tp¢ problem is that the shopping centre is now finished

only five months—»but he did win the day on that for awhile. ;4 is due to be opened this Friday. The bus routes have,

However, | am hoping that we can reduce that back to fouf.'ndeed, had some changes, but the buses operate to that centre

months with the assistance of the more sensible people in thigyy petween 9 and 3 o'clock during the day. Itis, in fact, a
House by joining with me and the Hon. Ron Roberts insponners only bus, with the result that people who commence
another place to reject the regulations that extend daylightork in the shopping centre before 9 a.m. cannot get there
saving—utterly unnecessarily—for a further three weeks. gn they cannot get home. School children have also been
The Premier, as | said, completely pre-empted that selegaiting for this service so that they can, for example, get
committee, but | know that he does not have the numbers ifgom the western side of Main North Road over to the
the Liberal Party room to maintain his position. There is NOCraigmore High School. They are also caught in this
doubt that there appears to be a majority of Liberal Party;jyation: they cannot use this bus route to get across the
members within this Parliament and from the Upper Housain North Road.
who disagree with the Premier and believe that this proposi- Also, outside those hours people cannot have access to the
tion is one that should be carefully considered. That is all th&mithfield railway station. It means that people who live in
Labor Party is saying: let the people in rural areas—let thgea5 along Peachy Road, Devon Park, and Andrews Farm on
people in the Mid North and on the West Coast—have a 9dne other side, if they want to get to that shopping centre or
But not the Premier; itis clear in everything this Governmenthe council chambers outside the hours of 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
does that the Premier is totally antagonistic to country peoplg,aye to catch a bus to the Elizabeth City Centre and then a
_ The fact that nominally the Premier represents a countryain to Smithfield station before walking the reasonably short
district is an absolute joke. This Premier represents bigjistances to those facilities. It is a time consuming and
business and the eastern suburbs of Adelaide. This Premiggiculous problem confronting those people.
has no sympathy whatsoever for people who live outside the | the short time available to me | do not want to touch on
eastern suburbs of Adelaide. If the Premier had any sympathyie inadequacies of the rail interchanges at Elizabeth City
at all for those of us who live outside the metropolitan areacentre and Smithfield railway station. Certainly, they are not
he would, without a doubt, have given this proposition ap|aces where one would want to hang around while waiting
hearing. Thatis all the Hon. Caroline Schaefer is saying. Shgy; connecting buses or train services. The Leader of the
is not saying, ‘Do it': she is saying, ‘Give it a hearing; give opposition outlined some of the problems at the Salisbury
itafairgo.’ | cannot see anything L_mreasonable in that. |W§l§1terchange, but fortunately we do not normally have the
shocked that the Premier would disagree so vehemently witftficulties they have there, but certainly there are incidents
the majority of his Caucus. Thdon. Caroline Schaefer gave of the type he described. The people in that area are stuck
her reasons for wanting the issue considered in these wordgith very inadequate transport. People at the Elizabeth depot
If we were to use 135 degrees east as our time meridian, wef TransAdelaide have attempted to be cooperative. They sent
}/;/ggilg bea?trr\]g;g S?Euesiﬂrg?azs\?: (?Osuﬂ?pfg rﬁ&g ﬁrﬁgﬁ\gz g?:i@ésidents away to conduct their own survey and get proof of
countfci’eg using a slogan such as, ‘To avoFi)d jetlag, start your holid;}he '?eed for these SErvices. Peopl_e in my area are currently
in Adelaide.” We could promote tourism within the eastern StategUnning around, getting letters, petitions and surveys arranged
and say, ‘Add an hour to your holiday. ’ and doing their own lobbying to get this transport, yet it was
something promised to the people in the area before the
Ms HURLEY (Napier): | refer to transportissuesinmy building started.
electorate. The current Minister for Transport during the
election spoke a good deal about the necessity to increase the Mr BRINDAL (Unley): This morning it was my pleasure
use of public transport by people in Adelaide and about théo open for the Minister for Industry, Manufacturing, Small
need to improve services. It is possible that the Minister haBusiness and Regional Development an Education SA
only a vague idea of what lies beyond her North Adelaidevorkshop. This involved the universities, TAFE, the
home, because if she examined the matter she would find thBtlucation Department, Eynesbury College, the Catholic
the people in the northern suburbs are still having difficultysystem and other independent school sectors coming up with
in attempting to get the bus services and other services theystrategy to market one of the pre-eminent services of South
need—that, in fact, it seems to be still the case that people adustralia—our education sector. No-one in this House needs
being pushed into using private transport. to be reminded that the Premier and his Ministers are most
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anxious that South Australia move towards world’s best Mr ASHENDEN (Wright): | do not want to upset my
practice and that in doing so this State should export that atolleagues on this side of the House, but | must advise them
which it is good, and one of those things is education. that last Saturday | attended a meeting of the combined ALP
sub-branches of the north-eastern suburbs. As members of the

The advent of the Leader of the O ition in the .
e Leader of the Oppos Eiousewould know, the Government proposes to introduce

Chamber reminds me that in his time as Minister responsible™" . . . X
for TAFE | heard him espousing much the same course, thapor changes at Modbury Hospital which will result in

is that as South Australia’s education was of such a hianproved health services to residents of the north-eastern
st’andard we should be exporting it and gaining dollars b uburbs and, at the same time, achieve a reduction in costs to

doing throughout the world that which we are good at, he Government. Despite this, the Labor Party Ietter-qugd
including bringing students here and educating them an xtenswely throughout the north-eas}ern suburbs advising
where possible, exporting the service through links wit hf’l‘éa puhblltlzvlfo(rjlgm oréMoqburyéngs;F);Fgls;uture v¥ould2be

universities in China, Singapore and the like. It would be a eld at the Modbury Sporting Club, Ridgehaven, from 2 to

education service, and we would be, if you like, educationarljl p.m. The aim of the meeting was to try to stir up an issue

consultants to Asia. | believe that the Western Australia ha'tAJUSt doelf '}()t:‘ef[('Sti . dvertisi hole 80 |
Government might already have moved slightly in this S aresult otthat extensive advertising a whole su peopie

direction but, as | said, it was my pleasure to be asked by th med up. | looked aroun_d _those 80 people and | can advise
Minister to open a conference on this matter today. that the number was definitely 80. They were counted and

] ) ) there were not 150 as falsely claimed by the ALP in the
Itis most pleasing to see the cooperation of all sectors o§unday Mail What did | see—I saw all the faces we see at
education in moving towards goals which | believe arethe polling booths handing out ALP how-to-vote cards at
bipartisan in nature. That is not to denigrate the workelection time. There were virtually no general members of the
previously done. The Leader of the Opposition and membersyplic at the meeting, and | am sure that the Labor Party must
in general are well aware that institutions such as théave been most disappointed. While considering the question
University of South Australia, the University of Adelaide, of dishonesty about figures, | ask myself why it is that Labor
Flinders University and the independent schools have all dongannot tell the truth. Five spokespersons were present at the
much on their own. SAGRIC has played a part in themeeting, all pro-Labor, of course, and one was the shadow
development of South Australia and the promotion of Southminister for Health for whom | have considerable respect.
Australia’s educational services overseas, so we are not However, even she could not resist the temptation not to
starting from scratch: we are starting from an area in whiche|| the truth. When asked a question about future ownership
we have some expertise and we are building on that area. of the hospital, she said, ‘That's the problem. We don’t know

However, | believe the time has come when SoutHvho is going to end up owning Modbury Hospital.’ It is
Australia should look seriously at creating for itself or for really frustrating when the Opposition sets out deliberately
Adelaide the concept of a university city. In bringing togetherto Use mistruths to create concern. In all of its advice the
the CAEs we have rationalised them to form one UniversityGovernment has clearly stated that it is only the management
of South Australia and we are now a city with three autono0f Modbury Hospital that will be changed. Ownership of the
mous universities: the University of Adelaide, Flinders!and and buildings will be retained by the Government. The
University and the University of South Australia. If we are Government has made this categorical statement time after
going to be a truly notable world centre for education, welime but still the shadow Minister had to say, ‘Well, we don’t
have to take the next step. The next logical step is to creaf&ally know who is going to end up owning the place.’
in Adelaide—the same as in Christchurch (New Zealand), Does this mean that the shadow Minister is incompetent?
Oxford, Cambridge and Yale (in the United States)—al do not think so. | believe she is just so involved with
university city. That is easily achieved. | know that amongl-abor’s tactics that the end justifies any means. Therefore,
academics there is dispute because each institution jealouglput her comments down to the fact that Labor knows it is
guards its traditions and autonomy, and so they should, bift the wrong and, as usual, is resorting to mistruths. While
I point out to the House that in Oxford, Cambridge and otheflealing with the meeting, | point out that the Federal member
university cities each of the components of a university cityfor Makin, Mr Peter Duncan, showed his real colours. At a

in other words, the colleges, are largely autonomous. ~ Previous public meeting Mr Duncan made great play of the
fact that he had allegedly cancelled another appointment to

Oxford has tens of colleges, each largely autonomous by ot that meeting and criticised the member for Florey and
each under an over-arching umbrella which is what the worlgh, o Minister for Health for not being at the meeting.

knows as the great University of Oxford. There is no reason So what did we find on Saturday? Mr Duncan turned up

why Adelaide could not do similarly, that is, have an over-¢,; the commencement of the meeting, but once he had his
arching authority and under it have a number of autonomoug,erage on television he could not get away quickly enough.
institutions. If we were to do that we would truly be a,,,4’say that he was at the meeting for no more than 20
university city. It would facilitate cooperation among the i ta< of the 214 hours. All Mr Duncan wanted to do was
three institutions, and that cooperation is already at a Nigg, get there, get on the television cameras and get out. Where
degree, but it would develop it even further and it wouldig pis interest in health services for the north-eastern suburbs?
enable competition to be retained. Mr Duncan was only interested in scoring cheap political
It would enable the autonomy and integrity of thosepoints and putting out mistruths—and | remind him of the

individual college units to be maintained and also competitionpoint he made about others not being at meetings. Where are
to be maintained, and at the same time it would enable us t&lr Duncan’s interests? They are solely with Mr Duncan. He
market Adelaide in the same way as Oxford, Cambridgecould not care less about the residents of the north-eastern
Yale and Christchurch are marketed as university cities. Isuburbs. After all, he does not even live anywhere near his
would be a city where people could come and look at thelectorate, and nor do the two members of the Labor Party
alternatives, and South Australia would be the better for it.sitting opposite.
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We only have to look at the lack of ability in another posted to 9 814. At the present time 5 849 summonses are being
place, too, in relation to South Australia to see how poorly thérepared—5 672 are for failing to respond to either the please

; - axplain notice or the expiation notice and the remaining 177 are for
Democrats are represented. In the Federal Parliament | thnfg‘i"ng to provide a valid and sufficient reason for not voting.

they are probably represented even worse, if that is possible. the estimated costs of the resulting court action is expected to
Senator Meg Lees was at the meeting on Saturday, and | haige greater that $500 000. Further costs will be incurred by the
never heard such emotive drivel in all my life. She talkedElectoral Commissioner in following up non-voters in the by-
about privatisation, and at one stage she made the allegatigl¢ctions of Torrens, Elizabeth and now Taylor.

: P Chasing up non-voters is a costly and time consuming process
that if gaols were privatised the owners of the gaols would b%md the end result is that non-voters are penalised for failing or

looking to fill them all the time because that is how theychoosing not to exercise their basic democratic right to vote.
make their money. When that sort of pathetic argumentis put This Bill preserves the expressions of the basic duty of citizens
forward—applauded by ALP members present—what hop# vote but removes the sanction of a criminal penalty where the

have w when we hav le like that with th —call itizenchooses,forwhat_eve_rreason,nottovote. Itis_theviewof_the
ave we gotwhen we have people like that with the so-calle overnment that the obligation to vote and the exercise of the right

balancg of plowler? . . to vote should be voluntary and not subject to the sanction of a
Again, to indicate the depth to which the Labor Party will criminal penalty. Those who would rather not vote should not be

sink, a comment passed by one of those present was that thbject to that coercion. If they do not vote they should not be

Minister for Health was not there but was at the races whergenalised and if, ultimately, they refuse to pay any fine and costs it

his horse had just won him $10 000. The shadow Ministe?hc’##?sngitlIbfcﬁ%iséglﬁ]g;go”'vmer to end up in gaol.

yesterday repeated that mistruth. The obvious implication was Explanatién of Clauses

that the Minister was more interested in horse racing thanin Clause 1: Short title

public health. This statement is utter nonsense, as was the rastis clause is formal.

of the drivel that was put forward by those present. | repeat: Clause 2: Substitution of heading

it is most unfortunate that the shadow Minister perpetuate%h's clause provides a new heading to Division VI of Part IX of the

- - ct as a consequence of the amendments to be effected by clause 3.
that story in this House yesterday. When only 80 people of " ~] e 3: Amendment of s. 85—Duty to vote

the entire north-eastern suburbs can come to a meeting thak proposed to remove from section 85 of the Act (being the section
was so heavily advertised, it shows only too clearly there ighat creates a duty for every elector to record a vote at each election

very wide general acceptance of what this Government plarig a district for which he or she is enrolled) those subsections that
to do. require the Electoral Commissioner to send out a notice to each

. elector who appears not to have voted in an election, and that create
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable \4ious offences in relation to failing to vote.

member’s time has expired.
The Hon. M.D. RANN secured the adjournment of the
debate.

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN COUNTRY ARTS TRUST
(TOURING PROGRAMS) AMENDMENT BILL

ELECTORAL (DUTY TO VOTE) AMENDMENT Adjourned debate on second reading.
BILL (Continued from 13 October. Page 632.)

The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Deputy Premier)obtained leave The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): | am
and introduced a Bill for an Act to amend the Electoral Actdelighted to have the opportunity to speak on this Bill not

1985. Read a first time. only as Leader of the Opposition but as shadow Minister for
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | move: the Arts. The Opposition supports this Bill, which seeks to
That this Bill be now read a second time. amend the South Australian Country Arts Trust Act in

I seek leave to have the second reading explanation inserteglation to the functions and powers of that trust. The Country

in Hansardwithout my reading it. Arts Trust was established in January 1993 and was an
Leave granted. initiative of the Labor Government to help develop the arts

The object of this Billis to remove the criminal sanctions which in country South Australia. As the Minister said in his second
currently apply when people fail to exercise their right to vote.  reading explanation, the Government was given a broad
Australia is one of the few democracies which compels (via thgnandate to do this. | agree that the timing of that coming in

use of penalties) its citizens to vote in elections. - .Y
In all other democracies the right to vote entails the right not t/2Nd the Federal Government at the same time establishing a

vote. The fact that Australia persists with compulsion is somethingiational performing arts touring fund was less than optimal.
which may generally be seen as incompatible with a fair andlhe Federal fund, called ‘Playing Australia,” was set up to
democratic society. support tours throughout Australia by performing arts

Most democracies see the right to vote as embracing th ; ; ; ;
fundamental right of individuals not to vote if they so choose. Oneeompames' many of which are community based and require

of the principal reasons Holland abolished compulsory voting inSUbsidy in order to tour.

1970 was the view that to force people to exercise their right tovote | am aware that the Country Arts Trust has now requested
was to destroy the very nature of that right. Another critical factora change to the Act to make sure that it has the necessary
influencing the Dutch was the view that election results should b‘FegisIative power to manage and develop touring programs

based on the clear choice of voters voluntarily participating in the . : >
election process. Election results should not be influenced by thef country arts undertakings both intrastate and interstate. |

votes of those who would not bother to vote but for compulsion. Thiguinderstand that the Country Arts Trust was faced with some
Bill therefore removes the threat of criminal sanctions against thosgituations where it was constrained in managing tours in

who do not vote. country areas of other States as its functions, as set out in the

The arguments have been debated extensively, so there is no ne . f
to repeat them all K t, do not allow it to do so. It makes sense that it should

At the last State election 64 744 people failed to vote. PleasBave this power, as often there are tours which can be
explain notices were sent to 33 746 and expiation notices wersuccessful only if they are allowed to extend beyond the
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boundaries of the State, such as the Green Triangle whestrongly than me, having studied this matter in some depth.
there are overlaps of responsibilities, interests and needs.| will not take the time of the House any longer.

| note that the Minister for the Arts has made it clear that .
the trust will not be taking the financial risk when the relevant  MrFOLEY (Hart): |appreciate that as the lead speaker
production moves outside this State’s borders but that it wilfor the Opposition | have unlimited time, and | thank the
continue to take the risk within South Australia, and approprilneémber for Ross Smith, the Deputy Leader. | am one who
ately so. The Opposition supports any move which promotedonours seniority within the Labor Party, and | appreciate that
the arts in South Australia and our artistic products interstatéhe Deputy Leader wanted to pull rank and speak first. |
| applaud the Country Arts Trust for its hard work and @cknowledge that thatis his right as Deputy Leader and | was
initiative over the years and | wish it every success in it§12PPYy for him to speak first on this Bill. I apologise for my
future endeavours. | commend the Bill to the House. late arrival. | was listening very attentively to the previous

Bill and it got rushed through somewhat. This is not a

The Hon. JW. OLSEN (Minister for Industry, complex Bill. Itis a Bill that simply seeks to divest certain
Manufacturing, Small Business and Regional Develop- functions that are currently undertaken by the Electricity
ment): The Government appreciates the Opposition’s support'ust of South Australia, being the licensing of certain
for this measure. As one who represents country seats, havifgctrical products. I understand that the ETSA restructuring
done so over a period of time, and having been involved iff€ans thata lot of its non-core activities are being done away
the early stage at Port Pirie with the arts and festivals an#/!th, this being one of them. Obviously this is an area which
supporting functions at the Keith Michell Theatre at PortOn the surface appears to be a small issue but which does
Pirie, | know that for country people to have access to quality?ave some significant implications if one gets it wrong. The
arts programs is important. The Country Arts Trust is aice€nsing of our electrical products is a very serious and
vehicle or mechanism for ensuring that country people idmPortant issue. 1 must put on the record that ETSA has
South Australia are given a similar type of service in theClearly fulfilled that role with distinction over time.

provision of arts at a local venue as are metropolitan-based The Bill seeks to allow privately accredited laboratories

ndustries, the University of South Australia and Amdel. That

n itself does not present the Opposition with a problem,
except that the Opposition has some concern in the area of
Gerard Industries, namely, that a private sector organisation
will have the ability to license products. | am not exactly clear
about the breadth of products that are likely to be licensed by
this laboratory, and | will explore that with the Minister in the
Committee stage. If a private sector company such as Gerard
Industries had the power to license its own products, we
would be concerned about the appropriateness of that,

whether it caused a conflict or a concern within the com-

Deputy Speaker, there are some issues that | can raise WhH‘?unity and whether a private sector company would be
we are waiting for the member for Hart. licensing a competitor’s product.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | take it that the honourable | want to explore that issue in Committee and ascertain

member is not the lead speaker. whether there is the potential for any commercial conflict.
Mr CLARKE: | am not the lead speaker, Sir. | should This is in no way a reflection on Gerard Industries and its
like to outline some of my concerns with respect to thistechnical capacity. Clearly it is a leader in electrical products
legislation, and no doubt the Minister will be able to answerin this State and Australia, if not the world. | acknowledge
my comments during his reply or in Committee. One issu&hat; | simply raise the question as to whether licensing its
relates to a company—for example, Clipsal—being licensedwn or its competitors’ products is a proper role. There may
to test various products coming on to the market. Thavell be ways to avoid that. In conducting that work, Amdel
Opposition is concerned about Clipsal being able to test itand the University of South Australia are clearly non-
own manufactured goods in terms of reaching certaitommercial or non-private sector organisations.
standards. One would want to see an independent checker of NATA accreditation is simply that: it is accreditation.
the manufacturer with respect to reaching those standardagain, this is not necessarily something on which | would
Also, there is the issue of that same manufacturer checkingkpect the Minister to comment, but | would hope that NATA
the quality of the goods of its competitors. Obviously, in amaintains an appropriate level of supervision of these sites.
competitive environment there could be a temptation for thayvhilst an organisation can be accredited by NATA, for me
company to be more stringent with its competitors’ goodsto be completely satisfied with this Bill there would need to
Some difficulties arise with respect to those sorts of issuese sufficient continual monitoring of the role of these
and | think that they need to be addressed by the Minister.organisations because, particularly with the way our economy
I do not have the same sort of qualms with respect t@nd society are developing, more complex electrical products
Amdel and | do appreciate that, as far as | am aware, by amare coming on the market all the time. Just about everything
large Clipsal is not involved with many of the consumerwe take into our home these days is an electrical product, and
goods such as washing machines, air-conditioners and ttiee safety of those products is paramount.
like which are contemplated within this Bill. Nonetheless, In this House only yesterday we heard the Minister for
Clipsal could engage in that exercise at some future time iklousing, Urban Development and Local Government
terms of expanding the role of products, and therefore thedRelations make the point that as of 1 January next year all
serious issues that | have raised need to be addressed. | asw homes must be fitted with a fire alarm wired to the
sure the member for Hart will be able to elaborate far moreentral wiring of the house. That is an acknowledgment that

Bill read a second time and taken through its remaininq
stages.

ELECTRICAL PRODUCTS (ADMINISTRATION)
AMENDMENT BILL

Adjourned debate on second reading.
(Continued from 12 October. Page 564.)

Mr CLARKE (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): Mr
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we have a terrible and horrific incidence of house fires and/OCATIONAL EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT AND
loss of life in this State and throughout the country, and that TRAINING BILL
many of these fires are caused by faulty electrical products.
Unfortunately, | suspect that that is a fact of life, butitisone  Adjourned debate on second reading.
that we should not tolerate or accept. (Continued from 12 October. Page 572.)

The safety of electrical products is paramount. Faulty
electrical products mean devastation for families and our Mr CLARKE (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): This
community, so the safeguards to ensure that those produdgill has the general support of the Opposition. There are a
are as safe as possible is a prime concern. Clearly, ETSA hasmber of concerns relating to it, but | hope that they will be
performed that role well. This Bill attempts simply to take addressed by the Minister in his reply to the second reading
that function away from ETSA. The Opposition supports thedebate. We will move amendments in Committee and they
Bill, but | want to raise the point that we have some concernfiave been distributed, as far as | am aware. However, the
about ongoing monitoring and safeguards in the newDpposition generally supports the thrust of the Bill. It broadly
arrangements to ensure that those laboratories are consistergthieves its aims of, first, meeting the State’s obligation as
and constantly monitored and are performing to the appropria participant in the national vocational, education and training

ate standard. system and, secondly, it establishes a mechanism through
o which public policy in areas of employment, education and
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN (Minister for Infrastructure): training can be subject to the advice and guidance of industry

I thank the Opposition for its support of this Bill. I remind the and commerce, including the employees.

House, that when in Government and proposing Southern whilst the Opposition welcomes in broad terms the thrust
Power and Water, the present Opposition had a similagf the Bill, we do temper that enthusiasm somewhat because
provision in its draft legislation to that which we are propos-of certain serious deficiencies as we see it in this legislation.
ing here today, so | would have been surprised if there hagimongst those concerns is the representation of the various
been anything but support for this measure from the Oppospjayers in the industry. The Minister, in his second reading
tion. Both the member for Hart and the Deputy Leader haveyplanation, said:

raised concerns in relation to testing and its importance. The "\ lthe Vocation, Employment, Education and Training
Government concurs in that view. The safety of electricalygeT) Board], which will advise the Government generally on
equipment and confidence in the people in the testingmployment and training issues, will be constituted so that people
procedures are of vital importance; that is a critical issuewith relevant experience and expertise in industry and commerce,

Anybody wanting to look after the well-being of other peopleincluding representation from the union movement, will constitute
: . . a majority of members.
in the community would ensure that that is the case.

We have an Electrical Products Advisory Committee,Unfortunately, from the Opposition’s point of view, the Bill
which comprises representatives from the Chamber afloes not guarantee what the Minister has said in his explan-
Commerce and Industry; the Australian Electrical Tes@tion. Clause 7, for example, lays down who will be repre-
Centre, which is the University of South Australia; electricalsented on the VEET Board. It will have a floating member-
wholesalers; the Electrical Contractors Association; thehip of between 7 and 12 persons, and | will come to that
Electrical Trades Union; and ETSA as the current regulatorpoint later.
authority. If anyone has concerns about the testing process of There is a guarantee that the board membership must
any one of the agencies, including Gerard Industries, thegonsist of at least one man and one woman: nowhere in the
clearly have the ability to take up the matter with the advisonjlegislation is there in-built protection that the VEET Board
committee. Further to that, in view of the general process thawill have amongst its membership representation drawn from
was commenced by the former Government and followe@mployer organisations or the peak trade union council, the
through in this Bill by the current Government, since JuneUnited Trades and Labor Council of South Australia. Whilst
1994 ETSA has abandoned its product testing activities tbappreciate that the Minister may assure me that his inten-
facilitate a heads of agreement with Gerard Industries. Thiéons are good and that he has every intention of doing as
international testing and certification services are thapromised in his second reading explanation, | prefer legisla-
independent, arms-length testing company. But there are al$ve guarantees, because Ministers can come and go, and
several other laboratories in South Australia and interstate/ocational education and training in South Australia is too
for example, the Australian Electrical Testing Centre, whichimportant in this State to the employers and employees for
is a subsidiary of the University of South Australia. there to be a training board which has insufficient input from

Clearly, therefore, there are alternatives to Gerardndustry and the employees in industry. The Opposition has
Industries. Itis a competitive marketplace out there, and thatrafted amendments with respect to the constitution of the
will require a competitive discipline and marketplace VEET Board which we will move in Committee.
pressures on Gerard Industries to ensure that its performance We also have similar concerns with respect to the
as a competitor in that marketplace is up to the mark. In anynembership of the Accreditation and Registration Council
event, if anyone has concerns, they have recourse and redr¢8fRC). It is very important that members appreciate that this
through the Electrical Products Advisory Committee, tolegislation repeals the Industrial, Commercial and Training
which | have previously referred. Again, | thank the Opposi-Act 1981 and the Tertiary Education Act 1986. The
tion for its support in this matter. It can be assured that théndustrial, Commercial and Training Act 1981, which
Government will want to ensure that appropriate testingstablished the Industrial, Commercial and Training Commis-
mechanisms and safety of public and electrical equipment aton, regulates apprenticeships, traineeships and prevoca-
paramount and not compromised and that the processes piginal education throughout South Australia. Its provisions
in place are there to ensure that that does not happen.  cover disciplinary and disputes powers. It is an extremely

Bill read a second time and taken through its remainingmportant body and has had tripartite representation from the
stages. principal players within industry, namely employers and
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unions, prior to the 1981 Act which was brought in by thetries to intimate to me—uwith respect to this matter, and |
then Minister for Industrial Affairs, the now Premier, the would prefer the safety of legislation.
member for Finniss. | also raise the issue—and, again, we will deal with this

The legislation as currently drafted provides that threén more detail in Committee, but this is to give the Minister
persons will be nominated by the Minister who he believesome flavour of the Opposition’s concerns in this area—of
will represent the interests of employers and three persortbe functions of the board as constituted under clause 9. The
who he believes will represent the interests of employees. THepposition believes that the VEET Board should have the
legislation does not provide for the Minister to consult with authority to select its own staff members or consultants, if it
those employer and employee organisations who have $0 desires. The Minister, of course, retains his right to give
vested interest in vocational education and training. The Biltlirections to the board as expressly provided in the Bill, so
allows the Minister basically to pull any six persons off thethat the Government can say to the board, in effect, ‘No, we
street to represent those respective interests, and none of thelmnot have the budget allocation’, or, ‘No, we refuse you the
may have any involvement whatsoever with vocationakight to hire certain staff. But, short of that type of direct
education or training. ministerial direction, the Minister, we believe, should provide

To suggest that employer organisations such as the Southe board with the type of independence and flexibility it
Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the Masteneeds to do its work. This is particularly important when one
Builders Association of South Australia, and the Engineerindakes into account that this new organisation created under
Employers Association South Australia should not bethis Act includes TAFE as a provider.
consulted first on these issues, with respect to their being able The VEET Board may well be wanting to bring in external
to nominate people directly to that board, is an insult. In factconsultants and external training providers—external, that is,
it is ludicrous, given that those employers have a keen antb TAFE. It would seem ludicrous that the board, in wanting
active role to play, and have had an ongoing relationship witio perhaps explore those options, might feel somewhat
vocational education and training in this State. Indeed, theinhibited from doing so because it would probably have to
contribution and that of the trade union movement waspproach employers already employed by TAFE regarding
recognised with the enactment of the Industrial and Commerecommendations with respect to employing consultants or
cial Training Act 1981 by the then Minister for Industrial securing a private training provider for a certain course that
Affairs, Mr Brown. | am simply—and | will elaborate further the VEET Board wanted to undertake. In effect, TAFE
in Committee—seeking to reinsert within the Bill before usemployees would be writing the charter for their own
the provisions of the 1981 legislation that was introduced bylestruction in terms of bringing in an external provider or in
the member for Finniss. relation to being in any way critical of their own perform-

Mr Brindal interjecting: ance.

Mr CLARKE: We certainly do—not only the unionsbut ~ We are saying that, once a budget allocation has been
also the peak employer groups operating in South Australianade by the Government through the Minister to the VEET
Itis from their respective membership that the ARC commit-Board, the VEET Board should then be free to hire the sort
tee is comprised, as has occurred quite successfully overad staff it wants and, if it has to go outside the Public Service
number of years. environs to do that, it should be free to do so, and this would

Mr Brindal interjecting: avoid potential conflict of interest in the situation | have just

Mr CLARKE: Yes. The member for Unley wants to described. The Opposition has drawn amendments around
interject. | wish he would listen to the Speaker’s ruling thatthat issue.
was given early today and on past occasions about interjec- The Opposition also has some concerns with the
tions. | had the pleasure of serving for three years as Mlinister's being nominated under the Bill as the State
member of the old Industrial and Commercial Trainingtraining agency rather than VEET itself. The decision to
Commission and, for three years prior to that, as a deputgarticipate in the national vocational education and training
member of that body. | was very proud to serve on thasystem has inherent in it the recognition of a vocation,
organisation and, in particular, to serve with people of suctemployment and training sector in the State which is more
distinction as Mr Allan Swinstead from the Engineeringthan just the public TAFE sector. It recognises the important
Employers Association South Australia, Mr John Marshallrole industry, enterprises and private providers play in
from the Master Builders Association, and Mr Lindsay undertaking vocational education and training. In the past,
Thompson from the Chamber of Commerce and Industry, athere has been a reliance on the TAFE institutes, or colleges
it then was. as they were in the past, to be the most significant providers

In the three years during which | was a member of thabf training. The new emphasis on a more flexible vocation,
body | am not aware of a vote being taken: it was done bymployment and training system which recognises that
consensus. Indeed, it is a tribute to the chairmanship of Miraining occurs in many settings and at different rates is
Graham Mill, Chairman of the ICTC, the cooperative spiritcritical if, as a nation, we are to progress.
engendered within that organisation over the years, the Inthe past, too many of our young people left school and
camaraderie and, more importantly, the common purpose @ntered the labour market with little or no basic vocational
industry, that is, employers and employees. | do not want thakills. On the other hand, those who sought a post-school
interfered with at all. | think it would be a retrograde step asqualification did so in a vocational vacuum, often pursuing
far as industry in South Australia is concerned. The Ministeskills within a narrow career path. The national training
may say, ‘Of course we would consult with those peakreform agenda seeks to ensure that training works for all. It
employer bodies and the UTLC with respect to thesewill provide the following: nationally recognised qualifica-
matters.’ But | am simply pointing out that the legislation tions; greater convergence between general and vocational
does not provide it, and not every Minister responsible foreducation; greater employment related key competencies
vocational training will necessarily be as genuine or as bigamong new entrants to the work force; recognition of skills
hearted as the present Minister—or at least that is what h&cquired by individuals, on or off the job; responsiveness to



Wednesday 26 October 1994 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 815

industry needs; and a greater range of training opportunitiegoal, and it should not be distracted from that role, irrespec-
for all Australians, in particular, young people. tive of the VET activities of industry, enterprises and private
The response to the challenge has been the formation pfoviders.
ANTA at a national level and State training agencies at the Criticism of such a proposal will come from those who do
State and territory level. It is important to note that at eachnot want to see yet another bureaucracy established. This is
State or Territory level, except in South Australia andnot necessarily the outcome. Under the ANTA agreement the
Western Australia, there has been a recognition of the neeslork must be done; the State training profile must be
to separate the State training agency from the public TAFBrepared; and recognition and accreditation of training and
authority. | draw attention to the third paragraph (page 3) ofraining providers must occur. The State must establish VET
the Minister’s second reading explanation, where he said: sector policies and procedures, and statistics on VET activity
During consultations several industry commentators expressediust be collected. Under the Government proposal, the one
the view that the VEET authority should be clearly separated frondepartment responsible for public TAFE and VET activity in
the TAFE administration. this State will do all the work, but inherent in the proposal is
I understand that by March last year some 78 responses hadconflict of interest that is strongly opposed by industry,
been received to the green paper which was put out by themployer organisations, unions and the community.
former Labor Government on vocational training and which ~ So, whilst I have not formally drafted an amendment with
called for public submissions, and those responses came fromaspect to our concerns about that aspect of the Bill, | flag to
unions, both those involved in vocational education andhe Minister and to the Government that it is a very real issue
training and those in industry serviced by it, from the TAFEfor us and something which we will be pursuing and seeking
Students’ Association, from 19 of the State’s 20 industryanswers on in Committee, and it may well be that, depending
training advisory boards, and so on. A whole range ofupon those answers, the Opposition in another place will
consultation has taken place, including consultation with thenove further amendments to the Bill with respect to the
Local Government Association. Minister's assuming the mantle as the training authority.
What is important is that, out of all of those responses, Mr Brindal interjecting:
whilst there was generally a desire for the board to have a Mr CLARKE: Again, the member for Unley, in his usual
significant role in policy making in the public TAFE system, uncouth manner, Mr Deputy Speaker, has ignored the
there was also a desire for it to be seen as distinct frorwarnings of the Speaker with respect to needless interjec-
TAFE. The new agenda and way of operating requires thergons. The other concerns that | want to touch on for the
to be separation of responsibilities. Public TAFE authoritiedMinister’s information relate to the provision that there must
have a very significant role to play in the provision of be at least one man and at least one woman on the VEET
vocational and educational training services, but they mudBoard. If the board is going to consist of only seven persons,
not be seen to be determining the direction of the whol®ne woman out of seven, whilst not ideal or necessarily
vocational, educational and training (VET) sector. While itappropriate, is not intolerable. However, if the board is to be
will remain for some time the most significant provider of expanded to 12, having only one woman on the board is
VET in the State, the perception of its needs must notlearly intolerable. | would have thought the Minister would
overshadow both the policy formulation and resourceake note of the tapestries hanging in this Chamber and the
distribution of the VET sector. significance of 1994. Again, depending on answers that the
The Labor Government distributed the green paper foMinister may give on this issue, either in his second reading
comment in relation to the various issues, and practically alteply or in Committee, the Opposition in another place may
responses from industry, including those from unions andhave to move further amendments with respect to the
employer organisations, overwhelmingly called for a separatminimum guarantee of gender representation on the board.
State training authority, which is to be strongly influenced by | am aware of the flurry of activity in relation to whether
industry, along with a strong public TAFE authority. That is this Bill was actually going to be debated today, and another
very important: industry itself has called for this separation—point that | would like to take up with the Minister relates to
not just unions but employers within these key industrieghe South Australian Institute of Languages. The Opposition
have made this call. is well aware of the bun fight that has erupted within the
The national framework for the recognition of training Minister’s Cabinet over this issue, and of the attempts by
requires the State to establish a training recognition andome to scuttle the South Australian Institute of Languages—
accreditation unit separate from public TAFE, and | have Mr Brindal interjecting:
already dealt with that. All providers should be seen to be Mr CLARKE: —to absolutely scuttle it, which would be
competing on a level playing field. The ANTA agreementan insult not only to those who established the body but also
requires the State to encourage the development of a competid-the very genuine and very hard working people in charge
tive training market. Under the agreement there is a stipulasf that organisation. | noticed a lot of scurrying backwards
tion that a proportion of the growth funds for VET be and forwards this afternoon between the Minister, the Premier
distributed to non-public providers. How can this be seen t@nd the Deputy Premier, and | suspect it had a lot to do with
be fair and equitable if the agency responsible for State efforgchedule 2 of the Bill. | will be very interested to see what the
VET and the distribution of resources is also the agencMinister has in store for us with respect to that matter. | note
responsible for public TAFE? that the amendment has already been circulated, so we will
Itis notin the interests of public TAFE to be identified so see how that goes. So, the Opposition supports the second
closely to the State Training Authority. Public TAFE has areading of the Bill. However, it has flagged its concerns and
proud record in this State for servicing the training needs ofts intention to move certain amendments with respect to this
industry in the community, and a former director of TAFE, Bill both to strengthen it and in particular to ensure that the
Kaye Schofield, captured the role of public TAFE so wellkey players within the industry—the employers and the trade
when she cited as its goal ‘building a prosperous and sociallynion movement—are adequately represented within the
just society’. Public TAFE cannot have a more worthwhileprocess.
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Mr BRINDAL (Unley): 1 am most grateful for the with the generals up on a hill, and adopt not that middle,
centenary of women'’s suffrage. The Deputy Leader of thearochial attitude of his section of the battle but the general
Opposition has alluded to the tapestries that now hang bottrategy for seeing how the battle is best won for all South
before and behind us, and | can gaze at those tapestries aAdstralia. | mean that in a collegiate way, because his
realise that, in the great tapestry of life, the Deputy Leader ofriticisms, while they may have some merit, come from a
the Opposition is but one dropped stitch, and that gives mkmited perspective.

some consolation. Sir, you have been here longer than | and \we have here a Minister who has had some vision in the
you know, better than |, the number of years that we havenatter. We had a previous Minister who, regardless of his
listened to the doctrinal monologue of members oppositesyrrent faults, exhibited some vision when he was the
Whenever there is a committee or whenever there is anythingiinister responsible for TAFE. We have a tradition of that

to be done, you have to involve the maximum number ofn TAFE. We have had a Minister in the past who exhibited

people, no matter what, so that the committee ends up havingyme vision. We now have a Minister who exhibits some
buses to deliver all the people; having quorums of about 105jisjon, but we also have aberration in the form of the Deputy

and generally, as admitted by the Deputy Leader, having tpeader of the Opposition who wants everything to stay the
act like an old boys’ club and arrive at things by consensugame and, indeed, go backwards.

because otherwise nothing gets done. ) .
. L The Deputy Leader talks about a bun fight on this side of
Mr Clarke: A lot has been done; it just shows how the House and about scurrying around, but | assure him that

ignorant you are. nobod 7 ST X
; . y on this side scurries; indeed, we are in Government
Mr BRINDAL: The Deputy Leader of the Opposition nd we do not fight over trivial things like buns—the price

, X ; oAl
accuses me O.f ignorance. If he wil actL_JaIIy I|st_en he m'ghtof bread maybe, but not buns. If there has been negotiation
Iggmegggwetk:ng, a|2|dt tg?rt RWObUI?t I\t;le r:;;tere:s,_lt_ln”g for ”h'm'and debate over the South Australian Institute of Languages,
Kknow. B Ig'c; ce S,ft kol ,0 ed S'eR gs’t € Iysdaq}(lm‘lhat is the legitimate province of those who have the responsi-
, Bob, twon't take long , and Sir Robert replied, bility of the Government benches. The member for Hartley,

tell you all we both know, s_;ir; it will take no longer. | could who sits alongside me, has a large ethnic constituency; so
easily make the same quip about the Deputy Leader of th&oes the member for Norwood and so do | in Unley. The

Opppsition. | am not saying that unplgr the previous ACtPremier is the Minister in charge of ethnic affairs
nothing was done. | do not think the Minister or any member )

on this side would pretend that the previous Act was useless  1he Minister is charged with the responsibility for tertiary

or that much was not accomplished under it. However, we argducation. Each of those people and others on our benches

a legislature, and we are about progress and about chan%@"e an absolute and perfect right to negotiate and discuss

and no matter how good the previous Act was, this Ministe atters on behglf of our consti_tuencies and on behalf of
comes into the Parliament today to make constructive antft€rest groups in the community. If, as a result of those
useful change for the future development of this State.  discussions, not machinations or any other more sinister
Had we had the Florence Nightingale mentality ofthing, thl_s M|n|sterdec_|des that an amendment is |n_c_>rderto
members opposite, we would still be running around with™ake this a better Bill, then | look to the Opposition to
hurricane lamps and the ladies in long petticoats. Membergommend the Bill, to support the amendment and say that this
opposite are like the troglodytes; they do not seem to warfgovernment has done the best possible thing for all South
change. They do not seem to realise that in 1994 the larg s_,tralla_ns. With the Leader of t_he Opposition’s promise that
and more mammoth like the committee, the less representd€ IS 9oing to commend the Bill, 1 certainly will sit down
tive and less effective it may be. This is a new engine to driv&ecause this is an opportunity not to be missed.
a new machine for a new decade. It is a structure to see us "
into the next millennium. It is not a structure to be protected  The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition):
because it was good in the past. So, no matter how good §ertainly, the Opposition will be pleased to support the

was in the past—and nobody says it was not—we must looRassage of this Bill with only minor but important amend-
at this new shape. ments. The Bill, of course, is a natural consequence of the

| would point out in collegiate fashion to the Deputy MOVe to a national partnership model for vocational education

Leader of the Opposition that he has to get the mentality ond training. Just to recap, because I think it is important to
being a legislator. In contribution to this debate we heard hinlPok at the history of this matter, back in 1991 at a meeting,
clearly say he believed this and he believed that because hdhink in Melbourne, the former Federal Minister, John
was a member of one of those Committees; it was his gre&?‘a.Wk"]S, talked of his planS to take over fundlng responsi-
privilege to serve on the committee. | would ask this Housdllity and control of the TAFE system by the Commonwealth.
to contemplate a scene that most of us would have seen in a This was of considerable concern to me as Minister for
picture. The scene is of Napoleonic wars and an officer, ZAFE in South Australia; it was of considerable concern to
general, sitting on a horse on a hill. If you looked beyond thehe honourable Kay Hallahan, who was Minister for Educa-
general into the valley you could see the masses of troops, tilen and Further Education in Western Australia; and,
cannon, the cavalry—all aspects of the army—engaged ifortunately, it was also of considerable concern to my friend
battle; and far off were hills and passes. That is where thand colleague, the Liberal Minister of Further Education in
word ‘strategy’ comes from—the Greek word for general. the Northern Territory, Shane Stone; to the Liberal Minister
The theory is that only the general on the hill was in theof Education in Tasmania and also to other key players
position to see the battle and to so marshal the forces that natound the country. But the Commonwealth was convinced
only would they be victorious but they would get through thethat it had the numbers to turn TAFE nationally, not into a
pass. If the Leader of the Opposition is to come into this plac@ational body but into a Commonwealth body. Therein lies
and contribute as a legislator, he must get out of the mentalitgn important difference which many people do not under-
he is in of being one of the caravan owners, one of the peopltand. A Commonwealth TAFE system would have meant
leading a little bit of the cavalry down in the valley, and get TAFE and training being run as an adjunct to DEET. In South



Wednesday 26 October 1994 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 817

Australia it would have been simply the colonial outpost ofstrategy to support economic development. | was concerned
a vast DEET bureaucracy. that the process for reducing tariffs, albeit far too quickly,
At that stage the Victorian Labor Government and thewas placing a huge challenge on our industry to become
New South Wales Liberal Government were supporting thénternationally competitive in an increasingly global market.
Commonwealth in its endeavours to take over TAFE. | think made it clear at the time that | considered skill formation to
there must have been more Ministerial Councils, both thée a key requirement for South Australia to take that step up
AEC and MOVEET, meeting on this matter than ever beforeon to the international stage. This would give us the competi-
in the history of further education. We had about 10 or 12ive advantage we require.
meetings over the space of about 18 months, and it was very Creating competitive advantage in sophisticated industries
important that I, as the South Australian Minister, gained thelemands improvement and innovation, finding better ways
support, bit by bit, inch by inch, of other TAFE Ministers in to compete and then exploiting them globally. This quest for
order to roll my Federal Labor counterparts on their proposalcompetitive advantage is wholly dependent upon the applica-
There was a great deal of argy-bargy. There was a great de&n of human skill and ingenuity, which requires a highly
of consternation between John Dawkins and myself, duringeveloped vocational education system to be exploited fully.
which | accused the Federal Government of adopting an Ea$he national partnership model requires the development of
German model for further education. It was important that weState training profile models, and profiles which encompass
have a bipartisan small States commitment to defend thihe activities of trainers in all sectors, that is, public, commer-
regional needs for training in our State and other States. cial enterprise and community. This profile was to provide
We certainly agree that there have to be national standhe base for all funding negotiations with the Australian
ards. We certainly agree that there has to be a national ageniational Training Authority.
for training. But what concerned me was that the model being | understand that the South Australian Government is
proposed by the Commonwealth would have meant thataving some problems convincing ANTA that South
essentially our needs would be subordinate to a Commorhustralia is maintaining its effort in vocational education and
wealth agenda and that the special needs of South Australiarining. Under the former Government it was decided that
industry would be ignored. Therefore, we came up with annstitutes of vocational education, employment and training
Australian national partnership model, basically setting up avould become the focal points for these activities and for
national training structure, but one in which the individualyouth services within their region and to provide a more
States had special responsibilities both for funding—and thatoordinated and comprehensive service than was possible
in turn, leveraged extra funding from the Commonwealthunder the college based system. On the national stage, the
which we all wanted—but also in terms of the separateCommonwealth Government was pushing very hard for a
powers of Ministers and, indeed, vocational educationagreater emphasis on vocational education and training, with
authorities in each State. the Government in Canberra identifying that it was an area
We were successful. The Commonwealth Minister waghat had been neglected in comparison to the great emphasis
confident of success. It went to a vote, and | think two Stateput on growth in university funding.
supported his position. Fortunately, the New South Wales This culminated in the 1981 Australian Education Review
Government under John Fahey, as Minister for TAFE thenof Young People’s Participation in Post Compulsory
followed by Virginia Chadwick, decided at the last momentEducation and Training, which set targets for participation in
to support the South Australian position, and we were abléhese matters for young people and also, of course, in the
to get established the Australian National Training Authority,Carmichael report entitled ‘The Australian Vocational
which has a board, which is a ballot of all States, to ensur€ertificate Training System’, which further developed the
that people of distinction are on that board, but still reservingapprenticeship training and traineeship system. From all that
the special rights and responsibilities of the States. we have before us in the Bill today, my colleague the Deputy
| am told that ANTA is under threat because of concernd.eader has outlined to the House some of the concerns that
about some States not maintaining their effort, and that wouldve, and more particularly industry, have with parts of the
be a great pity. This Bill is a natural consequence of a movill. Certainly, | will be interested to hear the Minister's reply
to a national partnership model of vocational education antb these concerns, both in Committee and later.
training. The Bill follows a review of the structural arrange- | would like to see a better recognition of women in the
ments for the delivery of vocational education and trainingBill, in terms of their participation on the board. Itis a shame
in South Australia, which was undertaken by the formerthat that bipartisanship, that tripartite sense that has been so
Labor Government. The keys to the proposal at that timémportant for training provision in this State has been watered
were the concepts of partnership and shared responsibilitgown. We need to reinforce the essential role of trade unions
Vocational education and training is an integral part of than this process. We have to have industry, business, unions
revitalisation of industry in this State. Itis clear that trainingand the Government working together. That was always the
needs to be industry driven—not bureaucrat driven—angvay in TAFE in this State, and it must be the way forward in
needs to harness the wealth of experience and knowledglee future. There can be no alibis, no excuses, no buck
contained in our community. passing, no one saying that we as a community do not have
| am aware that there has been overwhelming suppodommon ownership of the training agenda.
throughout industry and the trade union movement for the | understand there has been considerable toing-and- froing
passing of this legislation. However, there are a number doday about the South Australian Institute of Languages
points which industry in particular has made clear it wishegSAIL). It is interesting that the Premier supported the
to have reinforced, and | will mention those later. Certainly,Cabinet submission for the abolition of SAIL. He supported
when | was Minister of Employment and Further Educationjt in terms of the legislation coming to this House which
in response to the New Directions for South Australia’sspecifically abolishes SAIL. A couple of weeks ago the
Economy report, known as the Arthur D. Little report, | put Premier was prepared to take on the ethnic communities, the
forward a proposal known as ‘Training 2000’, which was amulticultural sector, and to take on Romano Rubichi. He was
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prepared to do that and along with this Minister he voted focommunity and individuals. If it does not do that, it has
an end to SAIL. Apparently it all changed today, because failed. As | have said on many occasions, training is not an
think they were tipped off that my colleague was going to beend in itself. If it does not provide for the needs of industry,
raising the issue of SAIL and that | was going to be askingoarticular enterprises and individuals working in those
a question. Suddenly an amendment has been cobblemterprises, it will be a failure. It is important that with the
together that seeks to amend the Government’s own Bill. lestablishment of the board we have quality people onit. Itis

provides: my desire and strong commitment that that will occur. |
Despite the repeal of the Tertiary Education Act 1986— acknowledge the work of those who have been on the interim
(a) the South Australian Institute of Languages will continue inVEET Board, and | am in no way suggesting or implying that
existence; any person on the interim VEET Board will not be considered

What a weak and wobbly bunch. Basically, the Premier hador the board when it is established by this legislation.
arush of blood to the head; he was going to take on SAIL and ' This Bill has been subject to extensive consultation over

get rid of it and he was reinforced by his hapless Ministers very long time. There has probably been more consultation
who, in other respects, has been bipartisan in supporting thsh this Bill than on any other measure that has come before
training agenda that we established. Now we see that th@ie House. It has been looked at by every legitimate organisa-
Government is going to correct the matter, fix up SAIL andtion in the State which has an interest in training, and their
fix up Romano’s position and others in the future. | amcontributions have been considered and, wherever possible,
pleased to see that there is at least some recognition of thecorporated into the Bill. In terms of drafting the Bill, it has
importance of languages in further education in this State.been made clear that we are separating TAFE from the VEET
Certainly, I hope that the Minister has a long and fruitful Board. There is a clear intention to do that, because, despite
relationship with Professor Rubichi. | hope that we canthe fact that TAFE is vital and something of which | am very
continue to pursue these matters in a bipartisan way. Whegyoud, it is separate from the VEET Board.
we issued the green paper there were strong responses oM. EET Board is not TAFE under a different name.

industry. | am delighted that much of what was done beforgrpq o500 we have gone down that path, and in respect of
has been incorporated in the Bill. The Minister has excellent, ,eing the State training agency, is so that we do not create
officers. ! had the great privilege to work with people.of dditional bureaucratic bodies, but, for the size of this State,
outstandmg merit, such as Peter Kirby and Kaye Schofiel ave something that is efficient and effective and which
Alczntg V‘th Aﬂdr%w Sgngklano: the){ f.“a'tﬁ a értmtees?me Olfmaintains a distinction between provision via TAFE and the
ou S;’m mtgh eads |° { eﬁ?r rgen Itn Itsb tafe' fWOU dvice and direction that will come from the board. This
mention other people In e department but, Tor 1€ar ol ,cess js focused on contributions from employers and
ruining their careers by praising them fuII.y,.  will not mention employees. It is vital that that should continue. Training is a
them by name. It was an immense privilege for me t0 bgq v, 4004 mechanism for bringing together the various parts
Minister responsible for TAFE and further education forofindustry. Where employers and employees work together,
almost three years. it is a win-win situation for the community. It is happening

A O?dmyr!ast %ay in that por'golicl) Lhedf%rmer Prerr:wielr,(lj_ynn more and more across industry. We have seen it recently in
rnold, phoned me to say that | had become the Industryy,q \epicle, textile, clothing and footwear industries. Where

Tourism and State Services Minister, and that | had to pack .4 happened, employees benefit in terms of enhanced

up my TAFE bags. | was down at Regency College in thg,, o L S
! . X ployment, with increased productivity and profitability for
kitchen. | had just apened and signed the deal to set up thg, enterprise, which in turn means an improved standard of

International Hotel Management School. Indeed, the othefing and a greater chance of security of employment for
day on a plane | was sitting next to a student from anothegq i1 australians.

State who told me with great excitement about how fantastic . .

the South Australian TAFE system was, how fantastic This Bill acknowledges the construcpve.roles of both.
Regency College was and asked me whether | knew about tfggnPloyers and employees and the contribution of people in
excellent hotel management school down at Regency pafRe education and training sector. The intention is that they

that involvedcordon bletand the Swiss Hotel School. should continue to work together and elevate vocational

Itis pleasing to see those initiatives continued. As | saytralnlng to the point where it is recognised not as something

I have fond memaories of my time in TAFE and | can assurethat one does if one does not get into un_iversity but as
all those people, whether they are institute directors, he spmething that is vital. We must correct the imbalance that

office staff or staff teaching throughout the State, that TAFE!2S been in our community for a long time. For many
in South Australia under whatever name it is given will 9€cades, as a community we have denigrated and downgraded

always have my strong support. technicians, technical and trades people. It ig time that we
stopped that nonsense. If someone uses their hands as well
The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Minister for Employment,  as their head, the implication that somehow they are inferior

Training and Further Education): This is an exciting day Must be rejected.
for training in South Australia. The introduction and swift My strong commitment is to get the vocational, education
passage of this Bill heralds a new era in terms of morend training sector to a point where it has the high regard of
flexible delivery in training, giving training the recognition the community and is seen as an equal partner in terms of
it deserves. It not only maintains and supports the verproviding opportunities for people, not as something one does
positive role played by TAFE but it also recognises that theré one cannot get into university. Of course, universities are
is a place for private providers, for skill centres and otheiimportant. We are not seeking to attack or criticise them. The
organisations involved in the provision of training. pointis that for too long our system has been out of balance,
The important aspect of this Bill is that it is owned andwith a focus and assumption that everyone is going to
driven by industry. That is very important, because theuniversity, when in reality we also need, as is becoming more
purpose of training is to meet the needs of industry, thend more evident, chefs, mechanics, people who can fix
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aircraft—a whole range of people with skills who can serve will give two examples. The first is Recognition of Prior
industry and the community. Learning, or RPL, which sounds like a silicone-based spray.
Various points were made by Opposition members, andt really means, ‘Don’t waste your time teaching someone to
I acknowledge the general bipartisan support for thiddlo something if they can already do it.” That seems common
measure. It is important in regard to training that we havesense to me, and sensible people have been doing that for
bipartisan support. In that respect, it has to be seen agars in their training approach. The other example is
analogous to immigration. We do not want lurches over timegcompetency based, or CBT, which sounds frightening. It
suddenly changing direction, because the consequences asithply means that one should make sure that people have the
costs for the community are enormous: we need stabilityskills and knowledge that they need to undertake particular
Training is a long-term investment and commitment, sdasks. Again, | would have thought that was appropriate.
bipartisan support is vital. | am prepared to look at the We are moving away from a system which is based on
amendments foreshadowed by the Opposition. When weerving time—and the only place where that is appropriate is
reach the Committee stage | shall be prepared to give themithin the prison system—towards a system which is based
due consideration and address them, because | believe they competency and a recognition that people progress: when
have been put forward with good intent. Therefore, as is myhey reach a certain level of competency they move on. |
usual practice, | will not arbitrarily dismiss anyone’s think that terms like ‘training reform agenda’ scare people
constructive input. off. 1 do not particularly like some of that terminology,
As | said earlier, TAFE will continue. Itis an outstanding because it frightens people unnecessarily.
organisation. Sadly, most people in South Australia do not Part of the challenge in the training revolution which is
appreciate how good TAFE is. However, as | indicated, thisinder way at the moment is to simplify training to make it
legislation is not simply about TAFE; it is more about the understandable to the everyday person. My goal is to get it
umbrella organisation that will give direction. TAFE, along on the front page of the paper. With due respect to Tony
with other providers, will work within that umbrella to meet Modra, in the long run training is more important than many
the training needs of industry and the community. of the issues that appear on the front page ofttieertiser
Reference was made to the involvement of women. | anltimately, the quality of our life depends on training. | have
a very strong supporter of the involvement of women,often used the example that, the next time people are
because, as a community, we do not want to see wasted thravelling by air, they should imagine hearing an announce-
talent of slightly more than half the population. | grew up inment that the person in charge of the aircraft has had no
a family in which one of my sisters majored in mathematicdraining and is learning on the job but that they should have
many years ago. We did not regard it as unusual at that timean enjoyable flight. Or, when they go under the surgeon’s
However, | realise that my family may have been moreknife, they should imagine being told before the anaesthetic
enlightened, because, as | have mentioned previously, wates, ‘This is the first job | have done; | have never done
welcomed Lois O’Donaghue into our family when she wasanything like this before, but have a good operation.” They
training at the Royal Adelaide Hospital and was not so readilyare extreme examples, but the point applies across the board.
accepted by the wider community. When you get your car serviced, you assume that the brakes
The point is that | am supportive of having women are fixed, if that is what you wanted done.
involved. One of the great things about training is that many Training affects every part of our life. There has been a bit
of the senior people are women. Yesterday, when | addressedl a misunderstanding for a long time that the competency
the Business Education Forum, | commented that that ibased, skills based approach applies only outside universities.
important because, as a safe generalisation, males tendTbat is not true. One would hope that dentists and surgeons
focus somewhat more on things and women tend to havelzave a skills base in what they do. The point is that a lot of
more people orientation. If we bring men and womenthese artificial barriers—the castles that have existed in the
together, | think we have literally the best of both worlds. Ipast in TAFE and universities—are breaking down, and
certainly encourage women to be involved in training. Forthopefully this will result in better service for the community,
example, all the senior people with the Construction Industrpetter training, better outcomes for everyone and a better
Training Board are women, and that is great. | believe thatjuality of life.
people should be appointed on ability and merit. Mention was made of an amendment to schedule 2 that |
I have never been a great supporter of things like quotasiave circulated. My strong commitment—and it is that of the
people should be appointed on ability. If all the seniorGovernment—is that in South Australia we have not only
positions are held by women, | think that is fine. | do nothigh quality language provision at the tertiary level but also
share the Deputy Leader’s concerns, because there is tiwat it be comprehensive and encompass community based
intention on the part of the Government not to have fulllanguages and also economic or trade languages, if one wants
participation by women: quite the contrary. It is alreadyto use that sort of definition. It is the intention of the Govern-
happening in training, and | believe it will accelerate. | havement that we have bodies in South Australia that deliver high
many excellent women in senior positions within my ownquality language provision, and the universities are currently
department. In fact, in terms of directorships in TAFEvery close to establishing what | believe will be an exciting
institutes, 40 per cent are held by women, and no doubt thaentre for languages in South Australia. | understand—and
will increase over time. it is up to the universities to release the details—that it will
Training should not be seen as an end in itself, but therbe based on the very successful Helpmann model that | was
is a danger that that can happen. | think that training refornable to instigate to assist the universities to bring about what
has become unnecessarily complicated. It needs to heill be a first class arts training academy. | understand that
simplified not for the sake of simplicity but so that people,a similar model will be followed in terms of language
particularly in the small and medium business area, caprovision with incorporation of the functions of SAIL.
understand what it is about and not be bogged down and The work of SAIL in some areas has been very good in
scared by acronyms which, when translated, are quite simpleerms of the provision of Arabic and Russian, and the
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amendment that | have indicated is to ensure that SAllvice versaand we can get away from the silly railway gauge
continues until such time as we are able to get suitablenentality of training that dictates that someone who has
alternative arrangements in place, and that will require thé&rained in Victoria cannot practise their trade here, or has to
cooperation of the universities. In regard to that procesgetrain in order to practise.

members would appreciate that we have two discussion Under the training reform agenda we can have the best of
papers out, one relating to languages and one relating faoth worlds. We can have a national focus as well as a
multicultural education at the tertiary level. | would like to regional and State based attention to local needs. That is
have had all the consultation responses and so on processedrticularly important in relation to the motor industry and
dealt with and concluded by this stage, but these things takbe viticulture industry, for example. We have special needs
time, hence the necessity for an extension for SAIL. That idere, and we do not and will not accept people in Canberra
no way a reflection on the people involved in SAIL. | would or Bullamakanka or anywhere else telling us what should
like to publicly acknowledge the support of people such ashiappen here. | can assure all members that, whilst we are part
Dr Cocchiaro, Professor Smolicz, John Kiosoglous, Basibf a national framework and a national approach, we are very
Taliangis, Luigi Penna and others in respect of their contribumuch committed to a regional or State focus in terms of
tion. Quite a few others have assisted in ensuring that thaheeting needs. That must not only encompass industry but
commitment to languages is maintained. also focus on enterprises.

Itis certainly the Government'’s intention that the teaching What we will see in the near future is not simply the
of languages not be devalued or diminished in any way. It igeneric focus on an industry but a more specific focus on the
fair to say that in the past 10 years or so in South Australimeeds of an enterprise. Two enterprises within the same
there has been a risk of languages slipping off the agenda amtlustry can have different needs, and the training must meet
becoming less popular amongst students, and we must arrelse specific needs of particular enterprises as well as focus on
that decline, otherwise any chance of South Australia'she generic needs of the industry. | highlight that as a caution
becoming bilingual will pass us by. If you are to haveso that when people talk about training for industry they
language teaching, it must be not only comprehensive butcognise that they must train for the specific needs of an
also of high quality. Similarly, in relation to the multicultural enterprise, and in some situations that might be high-tech,
education aspects, it is important that we do what we can tgou-beaut electronic-type training, but it might also be the
assist the universities to recognise not only the contributiofifting of the literacy standards of employees. That is
of the past but also the ongoing contribution of people whdappening now with great success in sections of the automo-
have come from different cultures. That also includes the verjive industry, where people in some sections of the same
special culture of the Aboriginal people and their languagesnterprise are being trained in computer assisted design and
many of which, sadly, have disappeared, and it is importanothers in the factory are being taught basic English. That
that we do not allow them to disappear in the future. So, ithighlights the range and diversity of the training provision.
respect of languages, the amendment gives some certainty in It has been a long time coming. In some ways the
respect of SAIL until, working with the universities, we are development of this Bill has been a bit like an elephant’s
able to come to satisfactory alternative arrangements. pregnancy. There has been a lot of consultation and we have

In Committee we will deal in detail with the amendmentsbeen eagerly awaiting the birth. | believe that the Bill
proposed by the Deputy Leader, but | can say as a generapresents the collective wisdom and input of employers,
point that the reason why | did not support a specificemployees, educators and trainers. It is to the credit of all
representation from industry groupings was that in terms othose people, and | commend my own departmental people
the VEET Board we want the broader vision: we want to getvho have put a lot of work into this. | believe it will be seen
away from the idea that someone sits on the board simplgs one of the landmarks in training in South Australia. |
because they are an employer or employee representative. \6@mmend the Bill to the House.
want people who can say, ‘This is the best training for South Bill read a second time.

Australia; this is where we should be going. We should be In Committee.
putting emphasis on electronics’ or whatever, not people who Clauses 1 to 3 passed.
will sit there and say, ‘| am an employer or employee rep’ Clause 4—'Minister to be agency.’
and all they are interested in is the narrow focus of a particu- Mr CLARKE: | understand what the Minister is saying
lar base. | am not saying that that was the case in respect wfth respect to why the Government has decided that the
the ICTC or any other group, but it is always a potentialMinister is to be the State training agency contemplated under
problem if you base membership on a representationahe Commonwealth Act. However, | listened very intently to
arrangement. So, the Bill seeks to focus on the broaddris comments, and they relate more to the Government’s
outlook and to have people with expertise rather than peopleerceived fear of a separate bureaucracy being established in
who represent a section of the community because, if thithis area, although as the Minister concedes there is a genuine
board is to work, it must have that broader focus rather thadesire by a significant number of players in the industry, not
a narrow representational one. Minor changes could be madiee least of which are employers, trade unions and the
to the other amendments proposed by the Deputy Leader, acdmmunity generally, that VEET and TAFE be separated. |
I will be prepared to consider them shortly. do not have an amendment with respect to that matter before
| reiterate that this is a very exciting piece of legislation.the Committee on this occasion, and | have already expanded
I commend it to all members. There is a lot of interest in thisthe reasons why the Opposition is concerned about clause 4,
issue within the community. It is required in order that webut | indicate it may well be the subject of amendment in
complement legislation not only federally but also throughoutnother place.
the rest of Australia and so that we can be part of the national The Hon. R.B. SUCH: | thank the Deputy Leader for
training system. Our training needs in South Australia will beraising this point. As | indicated earlier, we want to avoid
met, yet they will be within a national framework. People unnecessarily creating additional bodies. Whilst | do not
who are trained here will then gain recognition interstate anéhtend to walk around with a hat that says, ‘State Training
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Agency: please stop me’, it is my strong belief that this will board, but | am sufficiently relaxed about it to say that | will
meet the requirements. Some other States have also adopteat oppose a membership of 12.

this approach. We are not a large State of the order of New If we look at the role of the ICTC and in particular the
South Wales, and | do not believe there is any justification foemployer and trade union representatives on that body, we
our unnecessarily creating additional bureaucracy or strucee that, whilst they are drawn from their respective organisa-
tures. As | also said, in some ways training has become ové¢ions—and we in South Australia must go back and look at
bureaucratised and the less of that, the better. It should lmir history in terms of the old apprenticeship commission and
efficient and effective, lean and mean, and that is exactly ththe ICTC—the ‘them and us’ type fights that have existed in

intention of the clause. other States have not existed in South Australia, certainly in
Clause passed. the past several years that | have been involved in the ICTC.
Clauses 5 and 6 passed. I know we are talking about the VEET Board and not ARC,
Clause 7—'Establishment of VEET Board.’ but | believe that same sort of mentality will flow through to
Mr CLARKE: | move: the VEET Board. We have guaranteed representation of the
Page 4, after line 9—Insert new subclauses as follows: key players who in themselves have a huge investment in

(4a) At least two members appointed by the Governortraining, both in financial and physical resources from within
must be persons nominated by the Minister, aftertheir own organisations, and a very keen interest in seeing it
g%ﬁﬁ'fﬂgﬂ;’ﬁgﬁ %Tnp;?g;ég?é?%?ﬂggfé}nég‘r?]'r?]%ﬁggprogress in South Australia so that hopefully there will be
South Australia Inc., and the Engineering Employersaway recognition for their outstanding efforts in this area,
AStSOCflatloni South Australia), to represent the inter-these peak employer and union bodies ought to be included.
€sts or employers. . | am simply advocating no fewer than two in each case. | see

(4b) At least two members appointed by the Governorthat as b%i)llw of real bgenefit to the Government
must be persons nominated by the Minister, after g . :
consultation with the United Trades and Labor ~ The Hon. R.B. SUCH: The board will not work unless
Council, to represent the interests of employees. it has adequate representation of the key players—the

(4c) er\e ég\'/g?nr(\)l:Tr?géf;f}ggg%ﬁ&g)sg?%?gf%”rfgrg_émployee/employer groups. In a spirit of generosity, | am
sent the interests of employers and employees respe@repared to accept new subclauses (4a) and (4b) moved by
tively. the Deputy Leader but not (4c), because that would create

I listened with interest to the Minister's comments on thisS0Me problems when we get down to specific industry. At

issue and | appreciate the points he made and the fact th§@St that nuanber of peoplehwou:]d be involved frodm those two
regarding this Bill there is a large measure of bipartisanship:e¢tors. and | can see that the Deputy Leader wants to

I sincerely appreciate the comments he made with respect shrine that to make sure that that happens. It would be
this matter. However, | refer the Minister to the last para- oolish if we did not at least ha"‘? that represe.ntatlon, SO lam
graph on the first page of his second reading explanatioRéPared to accept that. | reiterate that, if there is any
which states: suggestion that the board is one-sided in terms of employer

A . or employee representation, it will not work. If the Deputy
The board [the VEET Board], which will advise the Government d : : -
generally on employment and training issues, will be constituted si-€ader will sleep more easily tonight, | am willing to accept

that people with refevant experience and expertise in industry an@€W subclauses (4a) and (4b).
commerce, including representation from the union movement, will  Mr CLARKE: With the Minister’s spirit of cooperation,

constitute a majority of members. | hope he moves to the Industrial Affairs Ministry in the near

| appreciate the sentiments of the Minister and the Goverrfuture. Whilst | would obviously prefer new subclause (4c)
ment of the day. However, as | said, Ministers come and gdp go in as well, | will not die in the ditch over it. My concern
and there is nothing to stop a Minister of the day appointings that because so many employer groups are involved—and
anywhere between 7 and 12 persons who, in reality, are nbhave named three the Minister should contact because they
players at all in vocational education and training. | know theare obviously the key players in this area—they would all put
Minister may say | am drawing too much of a long bow, butup their hands and say, ‘Me too, me too’. They would all
literally a Minister could go out into the street, tap somebodywant to be recognised, because they have not done what the
on the shoulder and say, ‘I think you look like you know trade union movement has done, and that is have one peak
something about training; | will put you on.’ umbrella group represent all their interests.

What | want to do also is to build up within the VEET | would like some guidance from the Minister, because
Board institutional recognition of the major employer there might be a plethora of employer groups, for example,
organisations which have a very heavy investment in th¢éhe Retail Traders Association, the Meat Trades Employers
training of their work force and which have done a magnifi-Federation and a number of other employer groups all
cent job—I am not talking about particular individuals butwanting to put up their hand. We could be faced with the
employer organisations as a whole—in advocating trainingsituation where we have two representatives from the UTLC
vocational education and employment, and there are a numband eight representatives from employer organisations
of unions likewise very heavily involved in training. My because they cannot get their act together to work under one
amendment simply provides that, of a possible membershipmbrella. | wanted (4c) included so that if that sort of, ‘Me
of 12, at least 2 members should be drawn from the ranks dbo, me too’ type of attitude prevailed among employer
employers after consultation with particular employer groupsprganisations it would not be so overwhelmingly employer
and at least 2 members should be drawn from the ranks aftebminated. As the Minister said, if this VEET Board is to fly,
consultation with the UTLC of South Australia. If the as we all hope it will, there would need to be a balance
Minister wants to add to that number, he is free to do so. Heetween employer and employee interests.
can go up to 12 in accordance with his own legislation.  have My last point concerns the number of women on the
some concerns—and | will be interested to hear what th¢ EET Board. | raised my concerns in my second reading
Minister has to say—about whether 12 is too many for acontribution, and | seek some assurances or guidance from
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the Minister that, if this board does blow out from seven toto the formulation of advice and reports to the Minister.
10to 12 people, it does not have only one female representblowever, | believe that the VEET Board, as the Minister and
tive, even though that might stay in the legislation. In today’sall other speakers on this Bill have pointed out, has an
world, particularly with commercial studies, women areimportant function to carry out on behalf of the community
undertaking TAFE courses, business study courses, and sbSouth Australia, and it must be provided with the proper
on, and their interests must be adequately represented. As tifigilities and assistance: in particular, appropriate staff and
is a critical issue for us, will the Minister give some assuranconsultants as are reasonably required.
ces that we will not be stuck with one woman on the board; In other WOTdS, we cannot have an empty piece of
that he will be cognisant of the need to increase the numbeggisiation that makes all of us feel good but we do not
of women on that VEET Board proportionate to the numbefpyrovide sufficient resources to enable it to do the work that
of board members he ultimately appoints? ~ itneeds to do. That is the purpose behind new subclause (1).
The Hon. R.B. SUCH:| take the Deputy Leader’s point. Sybclause (2) is again important, given the passage of clause
The clause is obviously non-discriminatory, because it sayg, which provides that the Minister is the State Training
that one member must be a man and one must be a womaggency. In our view, it is necessary that the VEET Board

It would be my intention, as an objective, to seek at least 5§ave as much real independence from TAFE as it deems
per cent representation. At the moment four out of the 1ecessary.

members on the interim board are women. That will increase
over time. In fact, it is very much Government policy at the
moment that before appointments are made to boards t
question of representation of women is addressed. It woul
be my very firm commitment that we have, as far as possibles
50/50 representation on the board.

| have never been a great one for quotas, because I belie

At the end of the day, the Minister can direct the board,
and over that there is no quarrel. However, once a budget has
en assigned and the policy frameworks have been set by
overnment, as directed by the Minister, and the VEET
oard has to get on and do the job, it should be free to select
the staff that it wants, without having to rely on TAFE staff,

fid that is no reflection on TAFE employees. Also, it should
that if appointment is taken on merit all members of a boar oy !

e free to engage the necessary consultants, free from TAFE
could be women, and | would have no problem whatsoev £ 9ag y

X . . Sk it so chooses.
with that. In fact, if women are the best people that is what . . .
It is important because, as | described in my second

we would want. In terms of representation from an industry . . .
area, it would be my hope that the person representing a{ﬁad'ng speech, the VEET Board might want to engage, trial

industry could be the union person. The Deputy Leader migh‘?m or get a submission from a private provider on a particular

be assuming that, for example, the chemical industry wouly0cational training course that it wants done. Itis extremely
9 P y fficult for the VEET Board, if it wants to go outside the

be represented by someone from the employer group. | wougf . .
hope we have reached the point now where the industr§:FE system, to then ask TAFE staff to write their own

A P mise by preparing the submission, inviting external
sz;ejﬁigtr? %\S’s?ntferms of the training aspect, could actuall qnsultants to take over a certain task,_ wh_ic_h TAFE itself
Once again, | am trying to get away from this ‘them andm'ght like to pgrform In terms .Of maintaining its own
us’ locked-in approach, which says, ‘We all have the innkeré'Ieglemony aS_ being "j_l pUb"? provider of vqcatlonal training.
on.lam an emp|oyer; you are an emp|0yee_’ | think we are SO, pOtentIaI conflicts of interest can ar|S_e,.and | want the

moving very much toward a situation where the industryVEET Board to have that degree of flexibility and not,
person is not necessarily from management. | reiterate th@gainstits will in some instances, have to accept TAFE staff
point: this will not work if the board is seen as one-sided, and0 do a number of these things. That is the purpose behind
that is certainly not something that | would wish to seeNeWw subclause (2). | know that the Minister may wonder
happen. | would certainly do all in my power to ensure tha@Pout the word ‘must—for the purposes of subsection (1),

that did not happen. the Minister must, if so requested, do certain things. That still
New subclauses (4a) and (4b) inserted; new subclause (4@?63 not detract from the MInISteI"S_rlghtS underclause 8. At

negatived; clause as amended passed_ the end of the day the l\/llnlstel’, by direct ministerial |nte.rVen'
Clause 8 passed. tion, can say to the board, “You may want to do all this but
Clause 9—Functions of VEET Board. we do not have the money for it; | am not going to give you
Mr CLARKE: | move: supplementation for it', or, ‘It's beyond what we regard as

Page 5, lines 13 and 14—Leave out paragraph (c). Government policy.

Amendment carried;cause as amended passed. | |45 00l AUATE i e Mneter b ing tha decison,
New clause 9a—'Minister to provide facilities, staff, etc.’ gnta . P '9 . S

i . about the merits of the Minister’s taking that interventionist
Mr CLARKE: | move: . - .

: decision, but certainly as a matter of principle | do not have
Page 5, after line 26—Insert new clause as follows:

9a (1) The Minister must provide the VEET Board with facilities 27 @Pi€ction to a Minister of the Crown having those rights
and assistance by staff and consultants as reasonably required for ##@d then having to be publicly accountable for taking those
proper performance of the Board's function. decisions in the Parliament and in the community generally.
(2) For the purposes of subsection (1), the Minister must, if soThat is what Ministers are there for, and we all accept it.
requested IIJIY th&V\E/EEEQB’ardacio e|t|hertor both Otf trt‘)e fO”OW'”g3 However, unless there is that overt ministerial direction, the
@) Sata%wmefnbers or%g;]s[ﬂtzﬁgctopggss?sqsth% Beogrrlg;age &EET Board should be independent, in particular given the
(b)  engage staff members or consultants otherwise than d¥inister’s position with respect to clause 4 in relation to his
Public Service employees or officers or employees underetaining the State Training Agency and the difficulties that
the Technical and Further Education Act 1975. has with industry. As | have already said, all the submissions
I have looked at the functions of the VEET Board and takerby employer groups and the like that came out of the green
into account clause 8, and | do not quarrel with the Minister'spaper overwhelmingly indicated that they wanted to see that
right to control and direct the VEET Board, except in relationindependence. The Government has made a different
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decision. | believe that, if my amendment is accepted in fullour constituencies but, above all else, we put the interest of
it would go a long way towards alleviating those concerns.the State and of our children first and foremost.
The Hon. R.B. SUCH:| move to amend the new clause ~ The Hon. R.B. SUCH:I, too, would like to acknowledge

as follows: the work of people who have been involved with the Indus-
Subclause (2)—Delete the word ‘must’ and insert the wordtial Commercial Training Commission. | will not list all the
‘may’. individuals—they have all performed an excellent role. Itis

Whenthe DeputyLeadersayshat oncenvas rased and L X el 1 e ane wniors of T 2
it in terms of the separation, it was not of great intensity, from is important that we reco’ nise the service rendered b '
my understanding of the submissions. However, | am happ P o 9 . Y

teople on organisations such as ICTC, the time and effort

to accept new clause 9a (1) as proposed, and | will acce ey put in, often without a lot of public recognition or

subclause (2) on the basis that it reads ‘the Minister may cknowledgment but without whose contribution our society
instead of ‘the Minister must’, because it sends a signal of th asically cannot function.

board having the opportunity to engage staff or consultants, - . . .
but still gives the Minister some overall directive power. | Whilst apprentices and trainees may not get down on their

certainly would not want to encourage the VEET Boardto g nees every night and thank the members of the ICTC before
y go to bed, | am sure that we would all recognise that

on a consultancy extravaganza, because that is not necess 4 X
dies such as ICTC have performed an outstanding role over
always the best way to go. . . . .
Mr CLARKE: | do not want to delay this unnecessarily the many years that it has beenin existence. So, | would like
A it of o e | Id orefer th q vt " to pay tribute to those people. As | said, | do not want to
S a_pOIg tOI p.lrl'nc'{j € I }NOU d_p_re_ erthe v_\;or must-to single out particular individuals, but | do acknowledge that
remain, but | wi no.ca. oradwision overit. - - at the moment Graham Mill is unwell and we wish him a
Amendment carried; new clause as amended inserted. speedy recovery and pay particular tribute to his contribution

Clause 10 passed. over many years.
Clause 11—'Establishment of ARC.’ Amendment carried; clause as amended passed.
Mr CLARKE: | move: Remaining clauses (12 to 46) passed.
Page 6, lines 6 to 9—leave out paragraphs (b) and (c) and insert Schedule 1 passed.
new paragraphs as follows: Schedule 2.

(b) thre? must be p_et[_sons apploig_ted, t?]fterscor;r?ug\ati?n I\_/vith The Hon. R.B. SUCH: | move:
employer associations (including the Sou ustralian ) :
Em?)lo))//ers’ Chamber of C(ommercg and Industry, the Master ~ Page 26, lines 20 and 21—Leave out subclause (6) and insert—
Builders’ Association of South Australia Inc., and the  (6) Despite the repeal of the Tertiary Education Act 1986—
Engineering Employers’ Association, South Australia), to  (8) the South Australian Institute of Languages will continue in
represent the interests of employers; existence; and . )

() three must be persons appointed, after consultation with the (P) for that purpose, the provisions of Part IV of that Act will

United Trades and Labor Council, to represent the interests . continue in force, .
of employees; until a day fixed by the Governor by proclamation.

o o ) ) (7) The Governor may, in a proclamation made for the purposes
The Minister has indicated his acceptance of this amendmentf subclause (6), dispose of the assets and liabilities of the South

First, | would like to record my appreciation of the Minister’s Australian Institute of Languages.
consideration in this matter; and, secondly, | place on Mr CLARKE: The comments concerning SAIL have
record—as | am sure the Minister would want to do—mylargely already been made either by me or, more particularly,
appreciation of the work that has been done by the oldy the Leader of the Opposition, who has had more involve-
Industrial Commercial Training Commission, in particular, ment in this area than me. I join in his comments to the extent
the work of those people who have served on that body ovehat | have knowledge of that organisation. The South
a number of years since 1981 when it was first establishefustralian Institute of Languages continues to exist until a
under the Act we are repealing. | can only recount a fewday fixed by the Government by proclamation. That could be
names and if | miss anyone | apologise to them. However, Very open ended: it could be for 100 years or it could be
thank the people with whom | have worked on the ICTC, tomorrow. If the legislation were passed and assented to with
such as the employer representatives John Marshall, Allasuch speed, the Government, in effect, by proclamation could
Swinstead, Lindsay Thompson, Matthew O’Callaghan (whabolish the Institute of Languages.
has been there as a deputy from time to time); those who What agreements, if any, has the Minister entered into
represented the unions, such as Vern Berry (from the ETU}ith the Institute of Languages to ensure that it does not have
Brian Mowbray (Automotive and Metal and Engineering only a brief respite from execution with respect to this? What
Union), myself, Theo Marks, Bob Fairweather (now anarrangements have been entered into? With respect to
Industrial Commissioner) and John Menz from Arnott's subclause (7), what happens with the assets and liabilities of
Motteram Menz (when he was a representative of thehe Institute of Languages if it is dissolved by the Govern-
chamber). They have all performed an outstanding service fanent by proclamation? Do the assets and liabilities become
this State and for the training of our apprentices and traineethe assets and liabilities of the Crown or are they divested
as has Graham Mill, as the Chairman—I believe the inauguradlsewhere and, if so, where?
Chairman in 1981, when the ICTC Act was passed. The Hon. R.B. SUCH: As | indicated earlier, what has

| have not done them justice in the brief time that | havetaken place at the moment is very significant progress by the
allotted myself with respect to this matter, but it is appropri-universities, in conjunction with TAFE ultimately, to create
ate that those who have done so much for training and centre for languages in South Australia, based around the
vocational training in this State receive recognition—universities in particular. | understand that that will incorpo-
employers and trade unionists alike. It was a pleasure to wontkate SAIL. The reason that | proposed this amendment was
on that body because we did work on behalf of the interest® ensure that SAIL continues until such time as we can see
of the State. We put aside our respective hats and representiét those arrangements are appropriate and satisfactory. |
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cannot tell the universities what to do. Until the Governmenfemale parliamentarians in each of the States. Our side of
is assured that the provision of languages will continue at politics, in 1925, provided Miss M. Stanley in New South
high level and meet the needs of South Australia, it is ouWales; in 1929 it was Mrs |. Longan in Queensland; in 1933
intention to keep SAIL going. it was Lady M. Peacock in Victoria; in 1955 it was Dame F.

| was advised by legal experts that this is the way toMiller and Miss A. Best in Tasmania; and in 1955 it was our
specify it, because references to a ‘satisfactory’ this or thatery own Joyce Steel and Jessie Cooper in South Australia.
have little standing in legal interpretation. The amendmentis | should also mention the contribution of Dame Nancy
to ensure that SAIL continues until the consultation procesButtfield, who was elected to the Federal Parliament in 1955
that is under way at the moment in respect of the Languagesnd for whom many of us have great respect, including one
Policy Advisory Group, the Tertiary Multicultural Education of my constituents, the Hon. Clyde Cameron, who was
Advisory Committee and the structures proposed by théimself a member of Federal Parliament. The first three
university is worked out. | trust that will be literally a matter Federal women Ministers were all Liberal members: Enid
of weeks rather than months, but SAIL will continue until Lyons, Annabelle Rankin and Margaret Guilfoyle. So, it is
that is finally resolved. We have had many submissions ithe Liberal Party that has traditionally broken down the
terms of discussion papers and, in fairness to the more thadnarriers that prevent women from participating in the political
100 organisations involved, ethnic groups, language organisgrocess, and | believe the majority of the female population
tions and so on, it is inappropriate to act precipitously, andn Australia know and understand this and appreciate that the
it is important that we take into account their contributionsLiberal Party selects its candidates on merit and has no need
and responses. This is really a mechanism to ensure thi@t promote people on a gender basis because, unlike our
SAIL continues until we have provided a satisfactoryopponents, we do believe in equality of opportunity for all.
arrangement which, as | have already indicated, is likely to Labor, of course, has never been particularly popular with
be a centre for languages, incorporating SAIL. the women of Australia. Is it any wonder when we have the

With respect to subclause (7), the intention is that thdikes of Paul Keating who, in his maiden speech in Federal
liabilities and assets, if disposed of, would accrue to thd?arliament, called upon Australian women to return home
Crown. The other point is a commitment to any studentgrom the work force. This is the man who is now being hailed
engaged in language programs that they will not be left highty Carmen Lawrence and Joan Kirner—two failed State
and dry. Students are currently studying Arabic and RussiaRremiers—as the hero of the women’s movement because of
at various levels and it would be quite unacceptable tdghe introduction by the ALP of a quota system in selecting its
terminate their programs or in any way jeopardise theicandidates. Looking across the Chamber, one wonders which
offerings. As | said initially, we want to expand languageof the current crop of male Opposition members will have to

offerings rather than have them contract. depart to satisfy the quota. Will the member for Playford, still
Amendment carried; schedule as amended passed. sulking over his faction’s decision to overlook him for the
Bill read a third time and passed. Deputy Leadership, depart the scene and help fulfil the
desires of the quota? Will the member for Spence be tapped
SITTINGS AND BUSINESS on the shoulder and told to take a ride to save the integrity of

o the quota? One can only wonder with horror at the thought
The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Minister for Employment,  of the member for Ross Smith trying on frocks in an attempt

Training and Further Education): | move: to escape persecution from the quota!
That the sitting of the House be extended beyond 6 p.m. It is very comforting on this side of the House to know
Motion carried. that we in the Liberal Party are mature enough to select our
candidates on merit. We do not have any need for a quota and
ADJOURNMENT DEBATE we do not fear open and fair competition. Unlike the ALP, we

reflect our own philosophy, and | sincerely believe that our

The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Minister for Employment,  philosophy is shared by the majority of Australians.
Training and Further Education): | move: My speech today has taken a look at one aspect of the

That the House do now adjourn. Liberal record in our fiftieth year. | hope to cover other

aspects in further speeches in this House and | hope that

Mr ROSSI (Lee): | would like to discuss something about many of my Liberal colleagues will join me. Too many
history. | wanted to study law at the University of Adelaide people do not realise the importance of history and how it can
and | was told that | had to learn a bit about history before khape the future. We must not allow others to distort the truth
could do it. I did not know about the correlation betweenand mislead the public about our record in both government
history and law. Since | have been in this Parliament | havend opposition. This means not that we should view ourselves
found that history is important. Although members oppositehrough rose-coloured glasses but that we should proudly
talk about giving women the right to enter politics and toshare our achievements and constructively discuss our
giving them preference in respect of some safe seats, it wdailures. We in South Australia have been through the tough
the Liberal Party of Australia that celebrated the onetimes. We have lost elections and seen our State decline
hundredth anniversary of the extension of the franchise to thender the policies of a Government that threw away our
women of South Australia. The Liberal Party led the way inlegacy of financial and social responsibility. We must now
the promotion of women into fields that were traditionally therebuild our State. It is a challenge fit for Liberals, be they
preserve of males. male or female.

One has only to look at our record to see the significant | should like some Opposition members to enlighten us on
achievements that have been made by Liberal women in theebit of history. Did the then Premier, Don Dunstan, in about
field of politics. It was our Enid Lyons who became the first1975 give preference to union members for promotion and
woman elected to any Australian Parliament in 1921. It wagmployment in the Public Service? Do members opposite still
our side of politics which led the way in electing the first believe in the principle: no ticket, no work? If so, it indicates
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the type of legislation that they would like to impose onimminent shortage that this State faces in the latter half of this
enterprise agreements. decade. Many of those teachers entered the system in the
1960s and 1970s. Kym Adey, Dean of the Faculty of

Mrs GERAGHTY (Torrens): Before raising my main Education in the University of South Australia, points out:
issue tonight, | can say without doubt to the member for Lee What we can do now is project when the mass exodus will take
that the women on this side of the Chamber and in the othd}lace and effectively in the latter half of this decade an enormous
place achieved their positions on ability, not because of thggggﬁg%p;ome will leave the system who came into itin the early
quota, as will future women who enter the House on this sid

Mr Brindal interjecting:

Mrs GERAGHTY: We are a very democratic Party. The
issue that | wish to raise is one that | hope the Government
will take into consideration when it decides on TSPs for,vI
teachers. This is an issue about which the community i
seriously concerned and about which the Government shouF
think long and hard. When all is said and done, this is abodugjéa

eAs he puts it, ‘this is the age bulge moving through the
teacher employment system’.

An honourable member interjecting:

Mrs GERAGHTY: Thank you for your correction.
embers should be reminded of the New South Wales
perience. There will undoubtedly be flow-on effects. For
stance, we need stability in the system. Many of the
achers | have spoken to are demoralised. There are so many
ommitted teachers out there who get bagged on a regular
asis that in the end they simply feel abandoned. There can
e no question that this has serious implications for the
uality of the service provided to students. After all, that is

the future of this State’s children. The decisions that are ma
now will have a profound impact on the lives of our children b
and the future of our State, the two being inextricably bound,
The system of education that we put in place now will be
judged in the future, but by then the damage will have bee{yy,; e are in business for—the quality of service provided
done. . . to students. We have one of the best education systems in the
Let us take a good look at what this Government is up t0yor|g, and we should be protecting it. We cannot have a
As far as TSPs are concerned, there seems to be the motiyg;jity education system when we are asset stripping, taking
tion simply to fix the figure on reductions in teacher numberg,ommitted, quality teachers out of the system and changing
without any clear thought of the impact this will have on theihe staff-student ratios.
system as a whole. The Government has this ideological \yhen we act to put pressures of this nature on teachers,
commitment to the pure reduction of numbers, with the byyye || jose. Where are these teachers going when they take
product being to make the budget work at this time. Thepe Government packages? | would suggest that many will
implications of this approach are grave indeed. We ar§nq their way interstate, where the New South Wales
witnessing in New South Wales the outcome of the folly ofoyerment has been forced to rethink its policy. In this
dabbling in such madness. In 1989, some 2 500 teachers W&t qness of playing teachers and the education system off
removed from the system. By 1994 the New South Waleggainst debt, we have reached some $22 million, only half the
Government had restored 1 200 with a commitment t0 aRonosed $40 million savings over the next few years. What
additional 1 466 places, which will restore the original 1989i|l pe next? This Government needs to make decisions
figure. Indeed, John Fahey claims that there are an additiongbseq on long-term planning, not on short-term budget
3500 places. . ___reduction measures. We all work within constraints in our
These are simply figures, but what do they mean in thgommunities, but there are fundamental services that must
South Australian context? To begin with, there will be antgke priority. One of those is education.
enormous upheaval in the education system. The fact that The Premier makes much of the way his Government is
TSPs will more than likely remove from the system thosesncouraging business to come to this State, so let us see a
teachers whom the Government deems to be surplus will hay@mmitment by him to ensuring that this State is the source
little influence on what we believe should be the correcf the building blocks which build those enterprises. As |
numbers. As has been shown in New South Wales, massi¥ve said and will say again, the students of today are the
cuts to teacher numbers leave the system with many proktryctures of tomorrow. The quality of the education system
lems. To highlight my point, as with any other organisation,today will determine the standard which will be set for
the education system is based on the principle where the n@@morrow. As politicians, we need to look at the long term
chums are guided through the process of learning the ropgsture, and the dangerous path that the Government is
by more experienced teachers and administrators. The peolilowing will ensure that students will suffer in the long
most likely to go with the Government's packages are thos@srm. | do not believe there is any doubt about that.
who would provide that very expertise. What is left is the  Education is one of the most important responsibilities of
complete breakdown of the support system that nurturegovernment. Itis long term and provides for our future. Let
younger staff, and that breakdown ultimately inhibits theys not see that influenced by ideological rationalism simply
process of learning the ropes, leading us to a weaker systegy. make a budget work. Believe me when | say that the
Let us make no bones about this: lots of really goocelectorate is concerned about this issue, since their interest is
people will go, under this system. In the 1960s and 1970s thgrmly based on a commitment of giving the best to their
education system was faced with a similar crisis. This Statghildren, something our Government should be doing. That

was forced to import overseas teachers and rammed studefrecisely what we should be on about: good education.
through the system to fill the massive hole in the education Motion carried.

system. Let us not find ourselves in the same position as we
move towards the close of this decade and into the twenty- At 6.12 p.m. the House adjourned until Thursday 27
first century. On this very point, let us explore the alreadyOctober at 10.30 a.m.



