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the following areas: conflict of interest, operating practices,
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY insurance, capital expenditure and internal audit. As |
explained in my ministerial statement, these issues were the
Tuesday 10 August 1993 subject of extensive consultation between the Auditor-
) . . General’s Office and the Chairman and the General Manager
The CLERK: | have to advise the House that, owing 10 of the Lotteries Commission. | tabled all relevant correspond-

absence interstate on Commonwealth Parliamentary ASSOCIg: e and reports on these matters at the time of my statement

tion business, the Speaker will not be able to attend the Housg, 4 5 qvised that the Auditor-General had indicated by letter

this week. g .
. of 19 October 1992 that he was satisfied with the response of
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS (Deputy Premier): | ha commission on these matters.

move: | further advised the House that | had referred that

That, pursuant to section 35 of the Constitution Act 1934 an(borrespondence to the Attorney_GeneraL | did so and | now
Standing Order 18, the honourable member for Henley Beach (M : :
D.M. Ferguson), Chairman of Committees, do take the Chairofthri'gave his response in the form of a report from the Crown

House as Deputy Speaker to fill temporarily the office and perfor olicito!’, which | shall table. o
the duties of the Speaker during his absence on Commonwealth In brief, Mr Deputy Speaker, the Crown Solicitor reports

Parliamentary Association business. that his officers have investigated issues in areas of conflict
Motion carried. of interest, operating practices and insurance. That inves-
The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Ferguson) took the Chair ~ tigation was conducted as part of a larger investigation

and read prayers. involving certain anonymous allegations against the General

Manager of the Lotteries Commission.
BENEFICIAL FINANCE While one allegation is still being investigated, it is fair to

say that the investigators found that the large majority of the
The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD (Premier): | seek leave to other allegations, including all the more serious ones, were
make a ministerial statement. without foundation or unsupported by any or sufficient
Leave granted. evidence. However, as disclosed in the Crown Solicitor’s
The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: Last Wednesday the report, another group of allegations, those concerning
member for Hanson asked me a question regarding severangesference given to relations of the General Manager, were
payments to eight former Beneficial Finance Corporatiorfound, while relatively minor, to be of substance.
executives. Investigation has revealed that the information on Therefore, in the view of the Crown Solicitor, these are
which the question was based has come from a confidentiabt matters which warrant any disciplinary action, but are
schedule of retrenchment arrangements provided to th@atters which are properly the province of discussion
Economic and Finance Committee of the Parliament. Théetween the board of the commission and the General
committee has not reported on the relevant reference favlanager. The Crown Solicitor has recommended that the
which the evidence was taken. Members are aware dBeneral Manager give certain assurances about the manage-
Standing Order 395 which states: ment style and practice within the Lotteries Commission. The
The evidence taken by any select committee of the House angrown Solicitor observes that a number of these suggested
documents presented to such committee which have not begiractices have already been put in place by the General
reported to the House shall not be disclosed or published by anylanager, not only in respect of himself but generally in
member of such committee or by any other person. respect of the commission. | now table the Crown Solicitor’s
Members are also aware of Standing Order 320 which stategsport.
No notice may be taken of any proceedings of a committee of the
whole House or select committee on a Bill until such proceedings PAPERS TABLED
have been reported.
The member's question asks me to contravene these Standing The following papers were laid on the table:
Orders, which I have no intention of doing. The committee By the Minister of Housing, Urban Development and
will have the opportunity of examining and reporting on theLocal Government Relations (Hon. G.J. Crafter)—
appropriateness or otherwise of the severance arrangements.  Planning Act 1982—Crown Development Report on pro-
As to the innuendo contained in the question of possible posed land division, Hundred of Coneybeer.

criminal activity by former BFC executives, those are matters Corporation By-laws—
Noarlunga—No. 17—Boat Ramps.

which are currently being investigated under the fourth term District Council—By-laws—
of reference of the royal commission. If the member for Crystal Brook—Redhill—
Hanson has any new evidence on these matters he has an No. 1—Permits and Penalties.
obligation to provide it immediately to the royal commission. No. 3—Vehicle Movement.
No.10—Repeal and Renumbering of By-laws.
LOTTERIES COMMISSION Karoonda East Murray—
No. 1—Permits and Penalties.
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS (Deputy Premier): | seek No. 2—Streets and Public Places.
L - No. 3—Animals and Birds.
leave to make a ministerial statement. No. 4—Dogs.
Leave granted. No. 5—Bees.
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: Mr Deputy Speaker, in Port Elliot and Goolwa—
a ministerial statement that | made on 26 November 1992 | No. 6—Sted Scheme.

referred to issues raised by the Deputy Auditor-General in his By the Minister of Labour Relations and Occupational
report on the interim audit of the Lotteries Commission forHealth and Safety (Hon. R.J. Gregory)—

1991-92. These issues included matters of potentially Construction Industry Training Fund Act— Regulations—
unsatisfactory practice within the commission which arose in Various.
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By the Minister of Business and Regional Developmenthe 1993 calender. The event was only re-scheduled after a

(Hon. M.D. Rann)— compromise agreement was reached to allow tobacco
Road Traffic Act—Regulations—Approved Photographic advertising for formula one events. This reaction leaves the
Detection Devices. Australian Formula One Grand Prix Board and the State
By the Minister of Primary Industries (Hon. T.R. Government in no doubt that any restrictions placed on
Groom)— tobacco advertising at the Australian Formula One Grand Prix
Wine Grapes Industry Act—Regulations— Production will pgt the fqture staging of .thIS event {at serious risk. .
Area. This Parliament recognised the importance of this
international event by specifically exempting the Australian
GRAND PRIX Formula One Grand Prix in our own Tobacco Products
o ) Control Act. | have told Minister Richardson that Australia
The Hon. M.D. RANN (Minister of Business and would lose its Grand Prix if an exemption is not given. Our
Regional Development)1 seek leave to make a minister- jop is to secure this event in Adelaide for the long haul. |
ial statement. hope | have the support of all members in doing so. | table in
Leave granted. this House a copy of the Government's submission and seek

The Hon. M.D. RANN: | have recently Signed and the Support of the House for it.
sent a submission to Graham Richardson, Federal Minister

for Health, requesting that the Australian Formula One HEALTH BUDGET
Grand Prix be granted an exemption in accordance with
the Commonwealth’s Tobacco Advertising Prohibition The Hon. M.J. EVANS (Minister of Health, Family

Act. There .iS no automatic exemption_for events such as and Community Services)j seek leave to make a minister-
the Australian Formula One Grand Prix. However, the ial statement.
Commonwealth legislation does provide the Federal Min- | a5ve granted.

ister with the power to grant an exemption to sporting and The Hon. M.J. EVANS: | am pleased to outline to the

CuIijslrﬂﬁ\:ggésu?;t;?éem;?]%ré?ls ?/L%r:;rélcgg%ev;/are the House the deta_ils of the 1993-94 health budget. As part of t_he
Australian Formula One Grand Prix has been cbnducted i pormal budgetm_g practice in this sector every health unitin
Adelaide since 1985 and brings substantial economic "he State will this week be informed of its budget for this

' . financial year. This health budget is responsible and provides

employment and social benefits to this State and ALIStraIIafor the ever increasing demands on our health services. This

gsrsnvggorlii'iggﬂgﬁ;ﬁg}sag?” égtegésmﬂgggggﬂ% lO ne budget very clearly will maintain and provide new health
9 services for the people of South Australia.

international sporting and entertainment event. The event . . L. .
b 9 Despite the stringent economic situation, the Government

combines world class motor sport with a full program of . . ) . .

entertainment, on and off the circuit, which attracts ap- will contlnu_e to_prowde our pat|e_nts with some of the b_es_t

proximately 300 000 patrons over the four days. Its value health services in the country. This b_udget was framed_wnhln

for Australia can also be measured through tourism pro- 1€ context of the Premier’s economic statement, Meeting the

motion of our State, interstate and overseas, as wellas  Challenge, and is the first of a three year forward commit-

economic and employment benefits. ment to meeting the_ Government'’s economic targets. We are
t committed to ensuring that we continue to provide excellent

Apart from the television coverage, through the direc = - .
and delayed broadcasts of the two-hour race to some s1glreatmentto the growing numbers of patients in our system,
while keeping total health costs under control.

million viewers in 102 countries, many of the international ‘ . )
media which cover the event in Adelaide also produce 10 cater for this growing demand, total health spending
features on the City of Adelaide and South Australia. The in South Australia this financial year will increase by
Price Waterhouse study, tabled in this House earlier this $110.7 million to $1.4 billion, a real increase of 5.3 per cent
year, concluded that the 1992 event conservatively gener-0Ver last year. Thls increase |nclu'des anunspent $34 million
ated $37.4 million for the South Australian economy. This from last financial year which will be carried forward by
independent economic evaluation of the event was doc- Nealth units to meet known commitments and future cost
umented proof that the Government's investment in the ~ Pressures. Each health unit WI|| be required to pursue general
Grand Prix is totally justified considering the immediate efficiencies and absorb inflation and any salary increases that
return to the State, particularly in terms of tourism and ~ occur throughout the year. The reforms of the past two years
business opportunities. and the effect of targetec_i separation pqckages, which have
The event also generates 97 full-time and 1 600 part- tim@€en centrally funded, will assist with this process.
jobs each year. It sells 70 000 bed nights in South Australian  This Government's record on health spending is clear.
hotels and provides an ongoing boost to South Australiafiealth expenditure in South Australia has grown steadily in
industry. The Australian Formula One Grand Prix is anreal terms in recentyears, up by 8.8 per cent since 1989-90.
Australian success story which benefits all AustraliansThis year’'s health budget reflects increases in funding from
Neither this State nor our nation can afford to take our Granghe Commonwealth, including funding of $26.4 million for
Prix for granted. There are plenty of cities and countries whdlisability services transferred to the State from the Common-
want to take our Grand Prix away from us. This is no idlewealth, as part of the Commonwealth State Disability
threat. New formula one circuits are being constructed in thégreement. South Australia will also receive new funding of
Asia/Pacific area, including Indonesia, Malaysia and China$5.8 million to increase services to people with a disability.
One only needs to look at the controlling body’s (FISA)  Under the new Medicare agreement, South Australia
reaction to restrictive advertising laws when in December lasstands to gain up to $22 million depending on the level of
year, following changes to French laws to ban all forms ofpublic activity in our hospitals. This includes funding for a
cigarette advertising, the French Grand Prix was struck offiumber of new initiatives, as follows:



Tuesday 10 August 1993 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 131

$5.2 million for booking list initiatives, including moves instances senior and politically sensitive. They include the
to reduce the time people wait for elective surgery; following:
$1.5 million for mental health services; - former Labor MP Derek Robertson, who has been

$800 000 for an in-patient psychiatric unit at the Women's ~ appointed to the policy section of the Department of
and Children’s Hospital; Environment and Land Management;

$1.2 million to open a 16 bed ward at Modbury Hospital; DLG;;err, also Ia Lormer Labor n(]em?er of Parliamfer;]t,
$1.6 million to increase surgical procedures at country who has recently been appointed Po |.cy Director of the
hospitals. new Environment Protection Authority;

. C - Wendy Chapman, a former ministerial assistant to the
concessions. on Spectacies, dental senices, ambiance ISaSUIer (M Blevins), who has been appointed as
p L * ~~Manager of Corporate Services in the Correctional
transport and other health concession schemes consistent with : .
; ; - - Services Department;
fringe benefit entitlements provided by the Commonwealth,

X . -~ . Barbara Ferguson of the ALP Centre Left faction, who
\'/I'vfcljt;:-kts)uic:]gctlejéinncégdes spending of $67.7 million on capital was Manager of Human Resources in Correctional

. . . Services, has just been promoted to Director of Support
$15.6 million at the Women'’s and Children’s Hospital; Services in CoJrrectionaI pServiceS' and PP
$11 million for the new Gawler hospital; - Doug Melvin, a former organiser of the Timber Workers
$3.4 million for mental health wards in general hospitals;  Union and a ministerial assistant to several Government
$1.2 million for the Royal Adelaide Hospital, for ward Ministers, who was appointed as Manager, Industrial

upgrades, including cardiothoracic; Services and Policy Branch of the Department of Labour.
$1.4 million for a replacement aircraft for the Royal  The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: For a start, the Leader is
Flying Doctor Service; and being exceedingly partial in the way he is approaching a
$5.6 million for the upgrading of country hospitals. matter such as this, and he is choosing to be entirely selective

Continuing efficiencies in major metropolitan health units!® Sa&y—and notwithstanding anything that might be in the
will enable the reallocation of existing funding to a numberAnti-Discrimination Act—if you happen to be on the Labor
of high priority new initiatives for all South Australians. One Side of politics you should not be entitled to anything at all
of the most important is a major new initiative to combatunder this Government. | notice that he does not make the
child sexual abuse and domestic violence. Nearly $750 00pAme reference to anyone who may have Liberal Party
will be directed at boosting child protection services at thesonnections, and yet | know for a fact that, not only during
northern and southern offices of the Child and Adolesceny term as Premier but during that of my predecessor, on a
Mental Health Service based at Flinders Medical Centre angumber of occasions people who were known to us as

also at the Women’s and Children’s Hospital, a sum total ofmembers of the Liberal Party were appointed_to positions on
$350 000. Government boards and Government committees.

Indeed, former Liberal members of Parliament were
ppointed to such positions. That did not happen under a
iberal Government: those appointments were made under
& Labor Government. | can very easily give the assurance that

$200 000; and extra funding for a sexual offenders treatmer®y position that is advertised by the Public Service is dealt

hel ffendi 5194 ith in an a_pp_ropriate and proper way, under the r_ul_es that
program, to help prevent reoffending, at a cost of $19 OOdtl‘r\ge Commissioner for Public Employment administers.

fun';lijnrthg ' tLuenEIZ?I Il\ic?zs\/vgglﬁ\g:lzthastzsi(c); g?r?rlenc(ger?i?i% r:nEveryone is entitled to make application for positions on their
9 Y J own merits, and they will be tested on their own merits. A

of an increase in activity; a $500 000 increase to MOdbu%umber of the names—
Hospital in recognition of further increases in activity there; Members interjecting:

$360 000 for 240 public lithotripsy patients to be treated at The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | ask the Premier to

Calvary Hospital; and $63 000 for the employment andresume his seat. This Question Time will have to be con-

g:\'/?r']';]% %;’?‘gbeotggér:ﬁilnhge?gg\ggger:ag'?ﬁghbigﬁzéngaghi;ragpcted in accordance with Standing Orders. | hope that both
deserve tribute for their dedicétion and commitment to uestioners and th_ose who are answering the questions are
increased efficiency in the context of continuing high.g'ver.'th(.a opportumtytodosownhout being drowned out by
standards of public health care. | am confident that thiénterjectlons. The Premier.
budget will create a framework for them to continue provid-

ing an excellent service to the people of South Australia.

This funding will provide for a combination of medical
assessment, treatment and therapy for victims of child abus

The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: Amongst other things that
the Liberal Party did when it was in government was to
promote a former member of Parliament, who was no longer
a member of Parliament, straight into the Cabinet room by

QUESTION TIME making him a Cabinet Secretary. That was Ross Story. That
seemed an odd thing to do at the time—to have Executive
PUBLIC SECTOR APPOINTMENTS Government, Cabinet Government suddenly having brought

into it somebody who was then outside the political process.

The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Leader of the Opposition): A number of the people that the leader has mentioned, saying
Will the Premier immediately stop the appointment ofthat somehow or other they should not be entitled to Public
ministerial advisers to Public Service positions, because theservice positions, have been for some considerable time
and other recent appointments politicise the Public Serviceermanent members of the Public Service.
shortly before an election? | have been made aware that Mr Meier interjecting:
several significant contractual appointments have been made The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | call the member for
recently to the Public Service. These positions are in mangoyder to order.
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The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: In other words, they are sort of star chamber exercise and grill the people who are
already in the Public Service. Is he suggesting therefore thaipplying for the positions to ensure that they are not or never
they should be summarily dismissed from the Public Serviceflave been a supporter of the Labor Party? That is ludicrous.
Is he suggesting that? Is he suggesting that those people aree work of Government will have to go on; positions that
no longer entitled to employment in the Public Service? are created in the normal effluxion of business will have to

An honourable member: All women, incidentally. be filled; and those positions will be filled according to the

The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: Yes, the names he was law. They will be filled quite properly.
referring to are all women. We know his policies in thatarea; Members interjecting:
he does not have any equal opportunity issues involved atall. The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Members interjecting:

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! HEALTH BUDGET

The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: Is he then saying that those
people who are already in public sector employment should The Hon. J.P. TRAINER (Walsh): Can the Premier
somehow tie their hands behind their backs in an opportunitplease explain to the House the approach his Government is
sense within Public Service employment so that they cannd@king in maintaining essential health services, and does this
apply for any job? Is he then saying that | as the Premier angontrast with the measures being taken in other States where
the leader of the body politic should interfere in the Publicbudgetary restraints have had to be applied?

Service selection process (which does not happen) and say, The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: | can certainly provide
‘That is not to happen; that appointment is not to take place’formation on this matter. It is an important question. | have

Members interjecting: given assurances time and again that this Government is not
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! about cutting back or imposing cuts on front line services to
The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: | reject that roundly. people in South Australia—that as far as possible everything
Members interjecting: we do within the financially difficult times in which we live
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! will be done with an awareness that those front line services

The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: | am not interfering inthe should be kept to the highest possible level. | made those

appointment system, and neither is anybody on this side @ftatements earlier in the year in my Meeting the Challenge
the House. statement delivered in April, and today my ministerial

Members interjecting: colleague the Minister of Health, Family and Community

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | am sure that the Services affirmed that by virtue of the announcements with
Parliament wants to put a lot of very important questions tde€spect to this coming year's health budget.
Ministers, and we are taking up Question Time. Already this | would remind members of those figures. Total health
question has taken five minutes, and | would hope that thepending in this financial year will increase to $1.4 billion,
Parliament will be able to hear the questions that are put arley an amount of $110.7 million, an increase of 5.3 per cent
the answers that are given so that we can use this Questiéihreal terms over last year. That is a good increase indeed
Time productively. The Premier. and puts the lie to the statements made by a number of

The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: One of these names—Ms members opposite that we have been cutting back in our
Barbara Ferguson—has never been a Labor member 6galth budget. Indeed, | can say that since 1989-90 we have
Parliament, yet, apparently because she happens to hawereased health spending in South Australia by 8.8 per cent
Labor credentials, she is not entitled to have any part in thin real terms. On top of that, we have things that have come
Public Service in South Australia, notwithstanding that sheout of the Medicare agreement, whereby South Australia
has already been in the Public Service of South Australia. Stands to gain up to $22 million, depending upon the level of

So, what does the Leader expect me to do? Am | expectegiiblic activity in our hospitals.
to say, with regard to any Public Service appointment That includes funding for a number of new initiatives,
between now and the next election, that no Labor Partyncluding $5.2 million for booking lists, and that will mean
supporter is eligible for such a position? In any event, ita reduction in the waiting time for those who are after
would be in breach of the Government Management aneélective surgery. We will also receive new funding of
Employment Act that | should be interfering in this way— $5.8 million to increase services to people with disabilities.
quite improper on the basis of the legislation—and | wouldWe must remember how meagre the health capital works
certainly not want do anything improper, and | do not doprogram was when the Liberals were in power in this State,
anything improper, but | am being asked to interfere in thevhen the member for Coles was the Minister of Health in
way our legislation runs and then to say to people, ‘Tell usSouth Australia—it was about $10 million in the final budget.
what way you vote; tell us the way you mark your ballot ~ The Hon. Frank Blevins: They even took the biscuits
paper when you put it into the box'—I am interfering in their away.
rights to have a political affiliation, whether or not they are  The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: Yes, they even took the
financial members or just active supporters of any Party dbiscuits away, as we are rightly reminded. This year we will
simply people who have a tendency towards one Party or theee $15.6 million for the Women’s and Children’s Hospital,
other. The Leader says, apparently, that thatis noton. ~ $11 million for the new Gawler hospital, $3.4 million for

I do not know how many positions will be filled over the mental health wards in general hospitals, $1.2 million for the
next few months as a result of retirements from positions thaRoyal Adelaide Hospital ward upgrades, and $1.4 million for
will be filled in an ongoing sense, and | know some of themthe Royal Flying Doctor Service. Many of these other
will be filled from outside the public sector employment. initiatives have been built on the work we have done in the

Of course, many are filled by movement within the publicyears gone by. We have some special programs (and there is
sector but, to the extent that there are positions filled frona reason for mentioning this one): $750 000 will be directed
without the public sector, is the Leader of the Oppositiontowards a new initiative to combat child sexual abuse and
saying that for every one of those positions | have to do somdomestic violence.
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Members interjecting: In one such case, the Minister of Public Infrastructure

The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: What has been happening approached the Commissioner for Public Employment, Mr
interstate? | know the member for Adelaide says we do nobtrickland, proposing the creation of the position of Director
need these things. Let us look at what the Liberals in Victori@f Public Infrastructure at an EL1 classification. The
have done. They have really followed the example of th&ommissioner received departmental advice that such a
Tonkin Government in South Australia back in the earlyclassification could not be justified on the job specification
1980s, a Government of which the Leader was a ministerigirovided. The department was then told to beef up the job
member. In April 1993 the Victorian Liberal Government specification for the person concerned. However, the position
imposed a 12 per cent cut in the health budget in that Stat#/as created at an EL1 level and given to Mr David Abfalter,
Job losses were built into that of 4 800 positions, just in théincipal adviser to the Minister of Public Infrastructure and
health system in Victoria—almost 10 per cent of all Statea long-time activist within the ALP, including a term as a
hospital staff—and that was on tof @ 4 per cent cut in member of the ALP State Executive. The salary for the
November 1992-93. position is almost $20 000 more than Mr Abfalter was

As to aged care, disability, child and family and psychiat-receiving as a ministerial officer according to the most
ric services, these are to be cut by 10 per cent in Victoria oveiecently published list of ministerial officer salaries.
the next two years. As to the $750 000 initiative | mentioned Members interjecting:
in regard to child sexual abuse and domestic violence, what The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | would ask the
was the Kennett answer to this situation? What was thdlinister to resume his seat. | will not call the Minister until
answer of the Liberal colleagues of the Leader of thghere is absolute order.
Opposition here? They imposed a $600 000 cut on child The Hon. R.J. GREGORY: The inference from the
protection agencies. | quite agree with the member fomember for Mitcham’s question is that the Government and
Victoria, who shakes his head, because it is a shame and #&® as Ministers are interfering with the selection of people
indictment that that sort of thing would be supported. for executive positions within the Government.

Mr S.G. EVANS: | rise on a point of order. The Premier ~ The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting: o
is debating the issue and his remarks are not relevant to this The Hon. R.J. GREGORY: The Leader interjects by
State at all: they all relate to Victoria. saying t_hat_ itis not an inference. What_l want to say to the

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | cannot accept the point of Leader is simply this: if he has one skerrick of truth, go to the
order as to relevance; however, this answer has now bedroA because they will take it up. What the Leader was

going for three minutes and | would ask the Premier to wind@Ying in his earlier question to the Premier was that the
up his remarks. Government Management and Employment Act has certain

Dr ARMITAGE: I rise on a point of order. The Premier ‘ g

is bei fit d doi thi th i the Leader to grin, but the reality of that situation is a fairly
IS being repetitive and doing nothing more than re-réating—geiq s conflict with the Acts of this Parliament. If he thinks

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: There is no point of order.  that we are into that racket, he had better put it on the table

The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: | have been trying to detail, instead of coming into Coward’s Castle and saying such a
not repetitively, separate issues of cuts that have beefing.

imposed in Victoria. We will detail a number of other cutsin - Mr S.J. Baker interjecting:

due course, because members opposite will not be allowed The Hon. R.J. GREGORY: The next thing | want to say

to forget what their colleagues are doing in another Stateg the interjecting member for Mitcham is simply this: the
There is a simple message to South Australians out of this:eader made some references about Barbara Ferguson. |
if the Liberals and Dean Brown get elected in this State, iknow a little about membership of the ALP, because | get
will not be a State to get sick in. If the Liberals get in, do notaround and | see people, and | actually know the person

get sick. concerned but have not seen her at meetings. We asked her
Members interjecting: whether she had been a member of the Labor Party and she
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | am not going to call  said, ‘Not since 1984.

the next member until we get order. Mr S.J. BAKER: | rise on a point of order, Mr Deputy

Speaker. The question was asked about Mr Abfalter; it was
PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE UNIT DIRECTOR not the question that was addressed to the Premier.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: There is no point of order.

Mr S.J. BAKER (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): The Hon. R.J. GREGORY: It just demonstrates that

My question is directed to the Minister of Labour Relationswhen they get to muckraking they cannot even get their facts
and Occupational Health and Safety. Will the Ministerright. In relation to Doug Melvin, and | do know a little about
confirm that the Government has ignored advice from thdim, he has never been an organiser in the Timber Workers
Department of Labour in creating the position of Director ofUnion in Mount Gambier; | do not think he has even been a
Public Infrastructure? | have been informed that there hasyember of their union. When he sought that position within
been feverish activity within the Public Service over appointthe Government he was a public servant. Members opposite
ments and transfers prior to the forthcoming election. Sincehould get their facts right before they come in here and start
January more than 20 new executive positions have bednicketing people’s names around.

created and, as demonstrated in the Leader’s question, somelt is not something new with this Liberal Party. Years ago,
of those positions have gone to political supporters of thisvhen Bob Menzies got up and decided to do a job on trade
Government. | have also been advised that there are curremtion officials, he was wrong and had to apologise. All | am
moves within at least five offices to provide permanentsaying to the Leader and the Deputy Leader is that if they
positions in the public sector for ministerial advisers, as welhave got their facts wrong have the guts to get up and
as upgrading levels of permanent staff. apologise to public servants who cannot defend themselves
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from accusations of wrongdoing by people who ought to The Hon. M.J. EVANS: It is a pleasure to answer that

know better. question. The $34 million, of course, has first to be seen in
Members interjecting: the context of the overall health budget of $1.4—
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Members interjecting:
Mr S.J. Baker interjecting: The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | call the Deputy Leader to

order Members interjecting:
. _ |
Members interjecting: The DEPUTY SPEAKER: .Order.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The Hon. M.J. EVANS: First of all, Mr Deputy

Mr Hamilton interjecting: Speaker— L
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | callthe memberfor ~ Members interjecting:

Albert Park to order. The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
The Hon. M.J. EVANS:—the $34 million has to be seen
HOSPITAL WAITING LISTS in the context of the $1.4 billion—

Mrs HUTCHISON (Stuart): Can the Minister of Health, ™' S-J- Baker interjecting:
Family and Community Services outline to the House what The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | call the Deputy
measures are being taken to reduce patient waiting times fé€ader to order.
elective surgery operations in country South Australia? The Hon. M.J. EVANS:—figure involving public

The Hon. M.J. EVANS: | am very pleased to inform the hospitals in this State and, therefore, when hospitals are given
House that this year there will be some 300 extra electivéhe responsibility to manage their budgets, which after all is
surgery operations in country South Australia. This is part oft very appropriate initiative in the 1990s—to guarantee that
the overall $5.2 million of Federal Government funding,the managers of those institutions have the right and the
which is available to South Australia this financial year to payresponsibility to properly manage their funds—of course,
for the initiatives to better manage booking lists and forthey are also responsible for the cost pressures on that health
operations on those people who have been waiting thenit. That includes areas of inflation, salary increases and
longest, including those on country booking lists for non-increases in costs of equipment, and the like. All of those
urgent surgery. These operations, of course, are on top of tiigures must be budgeted for, and when you look at the
normal workload performed in our country hospitals. massive size of that budget, $1.4 billion, individual health

It is worth remembering that throughout the State morg!nits to which that money was allocated last year naturally
than 30 000 elective surgery procedures are performed eatfill set aside funding for potential increases. Failure to do so
year, and | think in answer to the honourable member'gvould be quite financially irresponsible and would be roundly
question | should provide a little detail of that. At the Clarecondemned by all members of this House.
District Hospital, for example, there will be some $40 000to  Dr Armitage interjecting:

pay for eight joint replacements for people who have been The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | call the member for
waiting for orthopaedic surgery; and Mount Gambieragelaide to order.

Hospital, $100 000 to pay for some 60 cataract operations. . L
Nort%ern Yorke Peninsﬂlghas an allocation of $30%OO; port_The Hon. M.J. EVANS: Naturally all of that funding is
Augusta Hospital, which will be of particular interest to the not always spent, and to run their bu_dgets right down to the
honourable member, will have an allocation of $40 000 to"'"® WOUIO! have been quite 'ffespOr!S'b'e- Therefo.re, they put
pay for 50 ENT procedures; Port Lincoln Hospital, an extra"ONey a3|d¢ for those contingencies; not all of it has been
$30 000; Port Pirie $120 000 for 50 joint replacements, 1gPent and in the certainty of ensuring that they do not
urology and 15 cataract operations; Riverland Regionz%ﬁvers‘penfJI that money can be carried forward by those same
Hospital, $130 000; Whyalla Hospital and Health Service ealth units, where the money has been saved, and spent in

$20 000; Murray Bridge Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital this financial year. And, of course, there will always be an
’ ' element of carry forward expenditure if that is properly

$60 000, which will cover an additional 20 cataract oper- ) ; .
ations and provide funding for an innovative initiative to managed. If in the event that those inflationary pressures, cost

better manage booking lists at that hospital; and $30 000 fdpreSSUres orwage pressures are higher than those health units
the Millicent District Hospital to pay for similar initiatives in expect, th_ey will carry forward a deficit just as some of them
relation to their overall booking list procedures. have carried forward a surplus. In the overall context of that

I think this funding throughout country South Australia budget that is perfectly reasonable. The funding is being

will contribute to the overall effect, which that additional directed t(_) those o_perauons.. . . )
Federal funding has had in reducing booking lists in South | have just detailed what is taking place in the country:
Australia and, in particular, tackling the longest waiting endMOre than that indeed will occur in the metropolitan area—

of the booking list, which is the area | am sure all memberdnillions of dollars extra to address that particular need, and
will want to see addressed first. it will address that need. Patients are being treated now, but

we must have responsible financial management at our health

Dr ARMITAGE (Adelaide): Will the Minister of Health, ~ Units.
Family and Community Services say how many people |would have thought that the member for Adelaide would
currently on waiting lists for surgery could have receivedsupport that, or is he advocating centralised budget control
their treatment if the $34 million of money unspent in thewith all decisions being made by the Health Commission? |
health budget last financial year, as identified in the ministerdoubt that. He would understand the need to ensure that
ial statement given earlier today, had been allocated to publimanagers manage and that they manage properly. That is
hospitals in order to reduce their waiting lists? what this budget process does.
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MODBURY HOSPITAL it raises questions as to whether we can expect an increase in
this kind of political advertising at taxpayers’ expense
Mr QUIRKE (Playford): Can the Minister of Health, between now and the next election.
Family and Community Services outline to the House what  The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: It certainly shows the
action the Government has taken to cope with the increasingaucity of questions on the other side of the House when we
demand on the services of Modbury Hospital? are getting down to scanning through the daily paper and
The Hon. M.J. EVANS: | am pleased to inform the looking for photographs. It also shows the great sensitivity
House, the member for Playford and indeed other membeist the other side to photographs. | recall when the other side
with an interest in the Modbury Hospital—and | know thatwon Government in 1979. There were in Government a
would include members opposite—that the State Governmeniumber of documents that contained photographs of former
has committed an extra $1 million to Modbury Hospital to Ministers and Premiers. | think there was one with Des
enable it to reopen a ward to cope with increasing demand faCorcoran concerned with industry promotion which was
services. This means that the hospital has been able to oppsing used to promote South Australia in other parts of the
an extra 16 beds through funding of $500 000 this financialvorld. Apparently, if | recall rightly, there was quite a stock
year, on top of the $500 000 last May for the other 16 bedsof these brochures in place. The first thing that David Tonkin
This extra money is in recognition of the large increase indid was to take horror at the photograph of a Premier or
activity experienced in the hospital during the past 12 monthsvinister from another Party than his own and he had them all
Admissions through casualty have increased by 18% pgjulped at public expense. These expensive documents were
cent, a very substantial increase and certainly not one faill pulped.
which the hospital could reasonably have expected to The Hon. Frank Blevins: Petty.
provide. Overnight stays are up 3.7 per cent, day only patients tha Hon. LYNN ARNOLD:

>0 It tty. | should lik
up 15 per cent and overall admissions up over 7 per cent f was pety. | Shoulid Ke

96 describe what happened when we took over from the

1992-93 compared With last financial year. Tonkin-Brown Government in 1982 and came across large
The staff of that hospital have coped very well, as have thg nqjles of similar documents. We did not pulp them. We

management in planning for these changes, butinevitably agy oy inserted a letter in the front of them from the new
activity levels increase—as they certainly have in the norttpremier the member for Ross Smith, indicating that there had
in the last financial year, and as we expect them to continugge 4 change of Premier. We were still quite happy to
to dq so—clearly the central system has to provide a.dF’"'O“ irculate those documents containing David Tonkin's
funding for that. We have allocated an extra $1 million tophotograph, because we do not get paranoid about photo-

Modbury Hospital and those beds will continue to remai raphs: we do not get uptight about that sort of issue
open and continue to provide a high standard of service fo The’Hon D.C. Wotton interjecting: '

the people of that area. i
Mrs Kotz interjecting: The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | call the member for

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! If the member for H€ysen to order.

Newland has a question, | will put her name on the list. The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: | note that some of the
guestions coming from the other side today have related to
POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENTS a letter that | received from the Leader of the Opposition. He

has asked for a number of points or positions to be clarified

The Hon. D.C. WOTTON (Heysen): Will the Premier  ortaken by me, and one is that referred to by the member for
stop the practice, which is developing among his MinistersHeysen. | noticed with great interest when reading the
of using taxpayer-funded advertisements to boost theiteader’s letter that he talks about what should happen when
political profiles? The most recent of a series of expensivan election is called; and he talks about the Westminster
press advertisements carrying studio portrait photographs gfocedure. As we know, at the last Federal election there was
Ministers was inserted last week by the Minister of Environ-a certain date at which ministerial decisions were no longer

ment and Land Management. The advertisement, ostensibigade. The administration of Government went on without

only to highlight that the information kit— political decisions being made, and that is quite right. But this
Members interjecting: is signed by a person who was a member of the Tonkin-
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Brown Cabinet and who deliberately ignored those self-same

The Hon. D.C. WOTTON:—on the Environment rules.
Protection Bill could be purchased from the department for The Leader might well laugh, but the member for Mount
$15, includes a photograph of the Minister, which takes uggambier knows full well what | am talking about. When |
athird of the advertisement space, and the Bill has not evetame into office as the newly sworn-in Minister of Education
been passed by Parliament. | am reliably informed that thediscovered that the Liberal Government had approved some
insertion of these advertisements twice last week cost thsignificant appointments to the South Australian College of
taxpayer a total of $587. This follows similar advertise- Advanced Education board just days before the election. |
ments— took issue with that at the time. | said that it was quite
Members interjecting: improper that that kind of activity should have taken place
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | ask the honourable while we were in an election mode. That is the kind of way
member to resume his seat. | meant what | said aboubat this Leader operated when he was a member of a Cabinet
members being heard in silence when asking questions.inh this State. Therefore, | find this kind of letter to be very
would ask that the House respect Standing Orders and allogynical. | can assure him that he will get a response to the
the question to be asked. letter, and that response will go through exactly how mem-
The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: This follows similar adver- bers opposite operated when they were in Government in
tisements placed by the Minister of Primary Industries andheir election period. We will detail the sorts of things that
the Minister of Health, Family and Community Services, andhey did not do with any degree of repute at all. Neither | nor
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my Government will bring into disrepute the Westminster The Hon. R.J. GREGORY: | apologise, Mr Deputy
system. We will operate in the appropriate and proper waySpeaker, if | was distracted by the inane interjections of
The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting: members opposite. What is going to be their minimum rate?
The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: Now the Leader is talking What will they do to young people? Will they go with Dr
about it having been 10 years ago. He is saying, ‘Forgive méjewson’s prescription of $3 or $3.50 an hour? Will they
it was 10 years ago. | was younger then. | got it wrong thenstrike an a}rtlflually low minimum rate that. nothing can fall
but I have learnt a bit in between.’ He says, ‘I got thrown outPelow? Will they allow employers to negotiate away penalty
of Parliament when | lost my seat and | learnt a bit when [rates, overtime rates, shift allowances and holiday loadings?
was out on the street. Now that | am back in Parliament | willlt is all right for the member for Bragg to interject and say,
not behave like I did before.” He cannot get away with that Read the policy,” but he is the one who got up at a public
kind of excuse. This Government behaves very properly ifn€eting and said, ‘We are going to deregulate industrial

these matters and it will continue to do so. relations.’ He is going to take away from people the safety net
that we provide with our enterprise agreements. That is what
INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS he has admitted to doing now, and that is what he said at a

public meeting.

The Hon. T.H. HEMMINGS (Napier): Can the Minister When it comes to delivering on this, the member for
of Labour Relations and Occupational Health and Safetfdragg had a letter read out at that meeting which said that
advise the House what impact the Liberals’ proposedifter two years in Government they would consider shopping
minimum hourly rate of pay will have on employees in Southhours. At the end of the meeting he said, ‘In our first four
Australia? | have been approached by a constituent in myears we will not be regulating shopping hours.” However,
electorate who has indicated her concern about the Liberalgnother shadow Minister, doorknocking in his supposedly
industrial relations policy. In particular, my constituent wasnew electorate, said to one person, ‘We will deregulate
concerned that under the Liberals’ policy she will be forcedshopping hours forthwith when we get into Government.’
onto an individual contract and the only protection provided They cannot make up their mind. Who is telling the truth
to her will be minimum standards. She was also concerneamongst this lot? How can working people take their
that all other conditions of employment could be taken awaguarantee when Kennett in Victoria and Court in Western
at the employer’s discretion. Australia prior to the election in both those States said,

The Hon. R.J. GREGORY: | thank the member for ‘People will not be worse off’. All we have to do is look at
Napier for his question. Whilst he was asking the questionithe record. My supposition is that those here are the same.
the member for Bragg interjected and said, ‘We do not have
one. Read the policy.’ | want to lead into that because the SALES TAX
member for Bragg is the Opposition spokesman on industrial .
relations. He has said at a public meeting that when the 1he Hon.P.B. ARNOLD (Chaffey): In view of the

Liberals get into power they will deregulate the industrialcrucial importance of the motor vehicle manufacturing and
relations system. wine industries to the South Australian economy, what

Mr Ingerson: | did not assurances has the Premier sought from the Federal Govern-
Mr Hamilton.' You did. t0o ment, and what assurances has he received, that there will be
: ’ ) no increase in sales tax on new cars or wine in next week’s
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | call the member for
Federal budget?
Albert Park to order. The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: One thing I do know is that

__The Hon. R.J. GREGORY: The member for Bragg pqih industries are substantially better off as a result of the
interjects and says that he did not. All | can say is that the,|action of the present Federal Government
advice that | got from three different people who attended that \1ombers interjecting: '

meeting is that that is what he said. The mistakes that we The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: Well. the Leader of the

?ha\{e Il_n th('js HouFl]se frorlgthetother S'df are ewdganr:ttolday fro pposition has been making some statements about people
eir Leader who could not even get names rignt. 1 SUSPeg making investment decisions in this State—that simply

that he had an old membership list that may have been given 1yt correct. He says they are not making these investment

to him by somebody when they went into Government 'Ndecisions because they are waiting for a State election. That

1979. 1 suspect he was going back on that. He was blackenlq not correct, but | can certainly say it was correct that people
the name of a public servant who is unable to defend herselfyq g ho|ging off investment decisions before the last Federal
Members opposite should be ashamed of themselves. Theffection. They were certainly holding them off because they
policy will take away from people awhole number of things .., ;4 read quite clearly what was the difference between a
that they regard as fairly important. 15 per cent tariff and a negligible tariff, that quaint word that

Mr Meier interjecting: _ _ members opposite often used. The rest of industry was also

The Hon. R.J. GREGORY: Itis all right for the member |ooking at the difference between a zero per cent tariff and
for Goyder to say that | am wrong, but on one occasion in ghe |evels of protection that were being offered in other sorts
question in the House to Jack Wright the honourable membejt industries. There certainly has been a big difference as a
asked him to relax occupational health and safety standargigsyit of the Federal election this year.

in a factory in Maitland, which would mean that more people | note that, in the rumour mill that produces many stories

would getinjured. as to the sorts of things that might be contained in the Federal
Members interjecting: budget, there has been a reference to some possible tax
The Hon. R.J. GREGORY: You don't care. imposts that could affect the automotive and wine industries

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | call the member for in South Australia. That is part of the rumour mill at this
Goyder to order and | request that the Minister not be drawstage, but | take the point that that could well be a disadvan-
by interjections and direct his answer through the Chair. tage to those industries in South Australia, industries that are
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very important to South Australia. | am pleased to hear that What has been the situation with exports? In the 11
the member for Chaffey is prepared, by asking this questiormonths to May 1993 South Australia’s overall exports were
to stand up for those two industries. | am also pleased to notgp 8.6 per cent compared with the previous year. We were the
that at long last he is prepared to stand up for the automotivéhird highest of all the States, and half the growth that we had
industry in this State. in South Australia was in the automotive sector. The automo-
As a result of having heard those rumours around thé&ive sector has had an increase of 104 per cent in the 10
place, | have written to the Federal Treasurer on this mattenonths to April this year. In fact, automotive exports from
because | am concerned that, if imposts were put on thosgouth Australia have gone up—and | ask members to listen
industries and they had a detrimental effect on Soutlearefully to these figures—from $31 million in 1985-86 to
Australia, we would all be concerned about that, and | would192 million in 1991-92. That is a phenomenal increase, and
hope that all members of this place would share that conceithat increase has taken place in a State with a Government
to make sure that those industries do get a fair go. So, | hawbat has shown its support for the automotive industry not just
written to the Federal Treasurer. The rumour has only just hith nice sayings of warm sympathy to them but also in real
the streets, so to speak, in the past couple of days, so | haveoney. State Government money has gone to help the
not yet received a reply to my letter, but | will certainly automotive industry consolidate itself and help automotive
ensure that we follow it up with the Federal Treasurer. component makers modernise themselves and locate and
export into new markets. The State Government has led the
AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY country in respect of our response to the automotive industry,
and figures like the increase from $31 million to $192 million
The Hon. J.C. BANNON (Ross Smith):Can the Premier since 1985-86 show the results.
please advise the House of the current state of the automotive
industry in South Australia and whether there are any signdHIGHER EDUCATION CONTRIBUTION SCHEME
of renewed investor confidence following the rejection of the
zero tariff policy by the Australian public and industry? Mr SUCH (Fisher): Will the Premier take urgent action
The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: We have seen, | think, tooppose any fee increase for tertiary students proposed by
significant improvements in the health of the automotivethe Federal Labor Government to the Higher Education
industry in this State, certainly in recent times, now that weContribution Scheme; and does he agree that in the current
are coming out of the recession and, technically, the recessig@¢onomic climate with high unemployment such an increase
has been over for some time. We have seen that the automig- in effect, a tax against learning and jobs?
tive industry has played a significant part in that area. Indeed, The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: The State Convention of my
we can see that the domestic market share of the Souffarty has opposed the higher education fee, and as a State
Australian producers, Holden’s and Mitsubishi, is picking up.Government we have indicated our position. | have done it
It was not that many years ago that those two manufacturegs the former Minister of Employment and Further Education,
produced not much more than one in four of the cars irand my colleague the Minister of Business and Regional
Australia. Now one in three cars sold in Australia comes fromPevelopment has done likewise and, for those months that
the two South Australian producers, and of course thény colleague the Minister of Emergency Services was in that
automotive component manufacturers are still making abourea, he did likewise. Our record is very clear on this matter.
40 per cent plus of the automotive components that aré very big problem that we may have is that, as the Federal
needed by the Australian automotive industry. budget is being prepared in Canberra, it is framed under the
So, we have seen a pickup, and that has certainly bedipntext of the political climate that exists there in respect of
helped by the re-election of the Federal Labor Governmenthe issues considered likely to be supported by the Parliament
It certainly would have been damaged by the election of 4#n Canberra. What is the climate in Canberra? Itis a climate
John Hewson Liberal Government. We would not have hadvhere the Federal Liberal Party wanted to have user-pays
the talk by the International Strategy Board of GeneralPrinciples putin place for higher education.
Motors, which visited South Australia recently, about Thatis the argument put up by the Liberal Party. That is
expanding that company’s output in this country andwhat it put forward at the last Federal election. It wanted to
expanding its output for export. charge higher education students in this State much more than
We would not have had the discussions by Mitsubishithe present HECS fee. It wanted to charge full tote odds. That
even considering what was going on. In fact, when | met witiS What the Federal colleagues of members opposite have
the Mitsubishi people in Japan they wanted to know what thiglone in Canberra, and they have moulded the political climate
State Government's attitude was to tariff reductions becausgccordingly. If that fee is to be increased, which we would
they were concerned about that issue. They made the poifPPose, members opposite should be ashamed of themselves
to me that, had there been a zero tariff, that would have bedr not having spoken up louder with their Federal colleagues
a serious problem for them in terms of their investmento get them to change their policy. They have created the
decisions. They were concerned about those issues and thieinate that may have allowed that to happen. Where have
were satisfied and very happy with the response from me oifiey been?
behalf of the State Government of South Australia. The Members interjecting:
question is: what has been the success rate in the automotive The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
industry? In the last financial year, to 30 June, employment Mr S.J. Baker: It's your Government.
at Holden’s and Mitsubishi rose by 6.7 per cent. | heard abit The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | call the Deputy
of laughter from members opposite when | said we werdeader to order.
technically out of the recession, and yet here we have those The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: | hear the member for
two major manufacturing companies now employing aroundrisher piously talking about this tax on education. Where was
9 000 people, which is an increase of 6.7 per cent on laste during the last Federal election? | did not hear his
year. statements being made as he was campaigning on behalf of
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Federal Liberal Party candidates at the last Federal electiomitiative, and | have failed to talk about the human side of
There was a deathly silence from him, just as there was fromining, particularly exploration, as much as | could have

the Leader of the Opposition— done.
Members interjecting: Not only does the department have a great deal of
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | call the Deputy technical expertise but it also puts a great deal of effort into
Leader to order. its human relationships, within the mining and exploration

The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: —in refusing to stand up for industry and particularly in the interface of the department
the automotive industry. | find the question very cynicaland the mining industry with our Aboriginal community.
indeed. This Government stands by the policies we hav&here is no doubt that there is a tremendous amount of
expressed on this matter and we will continue to do so. Tha@xpertise out there within the Aboriginal community about
Party opposite has no integrity about its policies. It will dothe more remote areas of our State and the interest that we
anything at all to grab some support. It will unashamedlymay have in exploring and mining them.
change its direction, and the member for Fisher is a classic | do not want to confine my appreciation of this by merely

case in point. talking and thanking Aboriginal people for the assistance they
have given us; | am announcing today that in the department
ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE we will be employing three Aboriginal trainees who will

work with the department at Coober Pedy, Mintabie and
Mr BECKER (Hanson): My question is directed to the Peterborough. The trainees will assist the department’s role
Minister of Tourism. Does the management of the Adelaidén providing advice on land management practices relevant
Entertainment Centre retain his confidence and, in particulato mining, through their understanding of Aboriginal culture
does he endorse the dismissal of employees of the centad the intimate knowledge they possess of local areas
because they want to join another union? | have beesignificant to their communities.
approached by employees of the centre who were effectively That deep local knowledge from people on our staff will
dismissed last week because they wished to transfer theissist the mining industry enormously. The day-to-day work
union membership from the Liquor Trades Union to theof these new officers will involve advising and liaising with
Media Alliance. This dispute has already cost the centrgocal miners, pastoralists, landowners and the local communi-
revenue from at least one event. ties. The trainees will be able to advise these groups on
Employees have told me that management of the centi@atters that deal with the orderly development of mining
is an absolute shambles. The current manager is Mr lawithin the region. Unfortunately, in some areas and among
Fraser, who last year was paid $33 780 as a consultant sosme communities there is a fear of exploration and mining.
review the activities and operations of the centre and whosghat fear is unjustified, and the knowledge that can be
management style appears to be a major cause of the currémiparted by our Aboriginal employees will, | think, reduce
problems at the centre. that fear and increase cooperation between the mining
The Hon. M.D. RANN: | thank the honourable member industry and the Aboriginal communities, in particular,
for the question and the fact that | was tipped off that healthough not just Aboriginal communities.
would be asking it. Certainly, there is currently a demarcation Each trainee will work under the guidance of departmental
dispute under way at the Adelaide Entertainment Centre, biield officers to learn about the conduct of field inspections,
| am sure that all parties are working to resolve the problemmining tenements, operations and site rehabilitation. The
Demarcation disputes are often complex and difficult andepartment of Mines and Energy is to be commended for
there are established mechanisms for dealing with them. lfollowing through on this initiative. It is easier just to ignore
this case it is expected that the State Industrial Commissiotine local needs of the area, to assume that everything can be
will have before it on Thursday a section 26 dispute. That iglone, particularly with high technology flying hundreds of
the proper place for these matters to be dealt with. metres above the ground with all the high-tech instruments,
I have been advised by centre management that no furthand that means that we know it all. Of course, that is of
disruption is expected to the centre’s operations due to thenormous assistance to us, but we do not know it all.
dispute. And yes, the Grand Prix Board, as | would have The people who lived in those regions all their lives, and
thought the honourable member would have learned from mwhose ancestors lived there for hundreds of years, know far
ministerial statement today, does have my confidence. = more about the local customs and local areas that are worth
surveying than any machine flying hundreds of metres above
MINERAL EXPLORATION the surface. So, it is a credit to the Government and to the
department, and | wish these new officers well in their new
Mrs HUTCHISON (Stuart): Does the Minister of (gle.
Mineral Resources see any advantage in a hands-on approachThe DEPUTY SPEAKER: | apologise to the House. |
in the area of exploration and mining? Through programsjig call two members on my left in succession so, in order to

such as the $16 million South Australian explorationsquare it up, | must now call on the member for Mitchell.
initiative, we hear of the high-tech work being done to better

‘see’ the State’s mineral potential through seismic testing and HOUSING INDUSTRY
aerial magnetic surveys but we hear very little about local
knowledge and experience. Mr HOLLOWAY (Mitchell): ~ Will the Minister of

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: | thank the member for Housing, Urban Development and Local Government
Stuart for her question, which is a very important one Relations inform the House of the current prospects for home
because | confess that | have gone on at great length in thimiyers and the housing industry in South Australia? Yester-
place and outside about the technical expertise we in théay'sAdvertisercarried a story entitled ‘Home owners $270
Department of Mines and Energy have developed and thieetter off’. What is the outlook for housing in South
very valuable work we are doing under our explorationAustralia?
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The Hon. G.J. CRAFTER: | also read that article in 1993. On 23 March, another 6 weeks later, the land agent was
yesterday’sAdvertiser and | believe it should have been a clearing out the letterbox at the flat and noticed a rent relief
front page article, because it stated that the average Southeque in the name of the tenant who had shot through. The
Australian home buyer was $270 a month better off comparettust was advised by the agent that the tenant had left 12
with their outgoings three years ago. That is more than $6%eeks earlier and that cheques were still being issued. A
a week extra in the pocket of an average home buyer in thidousing Trust officer advised the land agent that this was not
State. That is an enormous fillip to the ordinary family’s unusual, because the trust now requires tenants to furnish
budget and it follows the release of housing approval figureparticulars only on a six-monthly basis, where formerly a
last week which showed South Australia leading the natiomheck was made every three months. | am also advised that
in housing activity and one of only two States to record arthis procedure is costing taxpayers thousands of dollars a
increase in activity. year.

This is very good news for South Australia and deserves The Hon. G.J. CRAFTER: First, | would like to have the
to be recognised in this State, not hidden away in a smafipportunity to investigate the facts of the matter. It is
article in the paper. Indeed, over the past 12 consecutiviedicated that there may well be fraud in the circumstances
guarters, dwelling commencements in South Australia haveutlined to the House, although that would need to be
varied by not more than 8 per cent. This means that thavestigated. Further, it is interesting to note that a person
number of houses built in each quarter over the past thregbviously opened the mail of another person in order to detect
years has not been less than 2 600 and not more than 2 850that situation. | would be very surprised if—
not a bad result, keeping in mind the fact that variables such Members interjecting:
as the weather, materials supply and all manner of things can The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
upset those figures. The Hon. G.J. CRAFTER:—one could provide the

What is important about those figures is that this providespecific details of a matter of that type. So, if it is a matter of
a very stable housing industry, which means constant workuch importance that it is to be raised in the Parliament, and
and regular income for housing workers and stable housiée honourable member makes allegations that this is
prices for home buyers in South Australia. By nationalwidespread in the community and that it is costing the
standards South Australia has done very well in this aredaxpayers enormous sums of money, we should at least be
Over the equivalent period, for example, the New Souttafforded the opportunity to investigate the individual
Wales housing industry has varied by a massive 43 per cergircumstances that he raises in the House. | may say that the
This, of course, is the reason why New South Wales has sudtiousing Trust does have very good liaison with the Residen-
high housing costs and, unfortunately, such a high level dfial Tenancies Tribunal, and the Government has indicated it
mortgagee sales. proposes to bring in legislation in this session of the Parlia-

| was pleased to see the recent articles make sonmeent to apply the residential tenancies legislation to tenants
recognition of the important role that Government has to playf the Housing Trust, and there has been a great deal of
in creating the right economic environment for a healthy andtooperation between those two agencies in order to afford
stable housing market. Indeed, Dr Ron Silberberg of thédousing Trust tenants the protection provided by that
Housing Industry Association is quoted as saying that théegislation. So, | believe that there is a very good working
lower costs of developing land and houses in South Australieelationship between those two Government agencies;
helped bring in this good result and, further, he said that thevhether that cooperation is sufficient to overcome circum-
most buoyant States in housing terms have been Queenslastdnces which the honourable member raises will depend
and South Australia, which have had growing employmentipon the investigation.
also. That is praise indeed from someone who engineered a
very vicious political campaign against the Federal Labor
Party at the last election. Itis interesting to see that attribution
given to the lower costs of developing land in this State,
undoubtedly due to the work of the South Australian Urban
Lands Trust which, | was interested to hear last week, the PREMIER’'S REMARKS
Opposition has indicated it will abolish.

Mr BECKER (Hanson): | seek leave to make a personal
RENT RELIEF explanation.
Leave granted.
Mr OSWALD (Morphett): |address my question tothe Mr BECKER: This afternoon the Premier made a most
Minister of Housing, Urban Development and Local Govern-cowardly, unsubstantiated allegation against me.
ment Relations. Why is there no liaison between the Housing The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Trust and the Residential Tenancies Tribunal to put a stop t&/alsh has a point of order. The member for Hanson will
the issuing of cheques to rent relief recipients who are knownesume his seat.
by the tribunal to have vacated premises to which subsidy The Hon. J.P. TRAINER: On a point of order, Mr
cheques are still being posted? | have in my possessiddeputy Speaker, in using language of that nature the honour-
photostats from a land agent and the Residential Tenancieble member is deviating from his personal explanation.
Tribunal which indicate that a tenant on six months tenancy The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | uphold the point of order.
with rental subsidy vacated a flat half-way through hisThe purpose of a personal explanation is to explain to the
tenancy in mid-December, leaving some $500-odd owing ifParliament where the member has been misrepresented, and
unpaid rent, despite the trust having already paid out $450.would ask the honourable member to do that. The member
A notice of termination was issued in December. Thefor Hanson.
application for an order of the tribunal was dated mid-January Mr BECKER: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. The
1993, and the order was made and stamped on 8 Februaaifegations against me concern severance payments to eight
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former Beneficial Finance Corporation staff. The Premiemhereas the Economic and Finance Committee is subject to
said: legislation of its own, of this Parliament. When a Premier of
Investigation has revealed that the information on which thethis State decides to take on a backbencher of the Opposition,

question was based has come from a confidential schedule ¢think itis a very good sign. What will happen to the cricket
retrenchment arrangements provided to the Economic and Flnanfgam of the Labor Party?

Committee.

I deny this allegation and challenge the Premier to reveal his The issue that concerns me is the disgusting and disgrace-

source or withdraw such an allegation. The Premier saifdl situation that we have again witnessed through the

today that my question would request him to transgresglanagement of this Government of statutory organisations

Standing Orders 395 and 320. Standing Order 395 provide§f Government-owned enterprises such as the Entertainment
The evidence taken by any select committee of the House, ardentre.

documents presented to such committee which have not been \\e had to have an Entertainment Centre. There was a

;ﬁgﬁ%‘é‘? o éﬁihH(%“nsfﬁitstgg"o?%tygeng'gfggf%%ggﬁ‘.m“smd by #¥trong lobby for it and the Government agreed to it and built

Standing Order 320 provides: it. The original estimate was $35 million, but I believe the
No notice may be taken of any proceedings of a committee of thfinal cost was about $50 million. No matter, the State has

whole House or a select committee on a Bill until such proceedingbenefited from having an Entertainment Centre.

have been reported. Certainly, it would benefit if the centre was used and

I contend that those Standing Orders relate to a seleghanaged properly, but the Government has used the Grand

committee and not to a standing committee of the Parliamenprix Board to do that. Why everyone believes the board is the

Section 24(5) of the Act which covers parliamentary standingnost successful operation in this State is something about

committees and which establishes the Economic and Finangghich | have yet to be convinced. The board loses about

Committee provides: $4 million a year, and other organisations could pick up the
Subject to this Act or any other Act, the committee may conducimanagement of the Grand Prix and operate the race at a

its business in such manner as it thinks fit. ; . . S
: . . ._profit.
In other words, the committee is not subject to the Standm& g will not be bullied and intimidated by Mal
Orders of the Parliament. As you well know, Mr Deputy emmerllng_or_anyone else. If he can earn as much money
Speaker, you and | have been members of the Publi r double his income overseas, | suggest he Sh.OUId 90,
: ecause plenty of other people can run the Grand Prix for this

Accounts Committee and the Economic and Financ tate. Let us look at the Entertainment Gentre. where three
Committee, and | have never used confidential informatior? 2 -c- “et US ; Ini entre, w nr
nions are involved. First, there is the Liquor and Allied

in any way other than for the benefit of the committee. Th

committee has not collated, to the best of my knowledge— rades Union, :.;\Ithough | do not know what that has to do
Members interjecting: with the centre: people cannot even buy a bottle of Coke

. there, and Schweppes won the contract for the Grand Prix.

HaIQSnDEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for That is how crook the deal is. Then we have the Shop
M BECKER' I h q fidential Assistants Union, which has to be there because its members

r : ave never used any confidential g o programs, and then we have the Media Alliance and

information. The security of the documents of those commit .+« ynion. which | believe ought to be the one involved

tees always concerned me, especially when | was Chairmage . se it is directly involved in the whole operation of the
Not only has the Premier reflected on me but he has als@ntertainment Centre. theatre or whatever

reflected on the staff and all members of that committee, Back in 1991 there was agreement between the Liguor

because the documentation is retained, as far as | know— . . .
certainly in my case—in the offices of the Economic ar]dTrades Union and the Shop Assistants Union about a 24-hour

Finance Committee at the Riverside building. day, seven day a week operation bgfore a sing_le worker was
We have not extrapolated any information in relation toemployed atthe centre. Seyergl unlons,.lncludlng the Media
Beneficial Finance staff. | can only assume that the estimatA”'?ncg’ optpozej?t:]hel?_ﬁfgcatfn dt?hregyster t[r_e ?jgfeame”t-
in the question which was provided by outside sources mu rS] d ltjr?e esrﬁoan Aésisfants Un?cS)nenot t?) I?(;J:eredraV\‘/eeShargotﬂe
be very near the mark or spot on, and that is why | reject th t fp| bodv in this State—th U'[I)'LC th ’ ll-govern-
allegations and innuendo. | will not be intimidated or bullied. ost powerful body s State € , the all-gove

. - : : : ing union body in South Australia—making that request. |
by anybody, particularly a Premier of this State in trying to .
score cheap points when he is unable to answer questions |¥lear:10c?r:gl¢vr21$1rt]itr1thtg .tohiﬁ ;J-llj—hicc:)r?nd I have no argument
to him by the Opposition. As he was recently recorded as’ Y gtoy '

saying in theAustralian his Government failed to recognise .| have no argument with anyone being a good, honest,
the questions put by the Opposition. loyal member of a union, but | certainly expect that, if a

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable P€rson is a member of a union, as are the 12 people who have
member must not debate thé issue.. been dismissed at the Entertainment Centre, they should be

treated fairly. They have been dismissed because they want
to transfer their membership from the Liquor Trades Union
to the Media Alliance Union and have been barred from
working at the Entertainment Centre.
GRIEVANCE DEBATE | refer to the facilities people, the maintenance people, the
people who erect staging—those who really put up the whole
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The proposal before the Chair show. They are not front-of-house people but back-of house
is that the House note grievances. workers in the Entertainment Centre. What annoys me is the
pig-headed management attitude that, because these people
Mr BECKER (Hanson): As | have explained in my want to transfer to another union, the management de-rosters
personal explanation, the Premier made a complete fool dhem and denies these people a fair and equal opportunity to
himself this afternoon in referring to the Standing Ordersearn an income.
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Most Entertainment Centre employees are permanent pattave come from either private sources—as one member
time workers. That in itself is a disgrace and a blight on thedescribed it to me—or from the Liberal Party research
Government. One person | spoke to yesterday has four pagection. | will tell the House how they got their information
time jobs. What a blight on any Government—what a blightin a moment.
on any system—that a young man has to take on four part- | can only surmise about it, because that document was
time jobs so that he can earn a fair and reasonable wage ¢ellected at the Economic and Finance Committee meeting,
support himself and his family. My mind just boggles aboutincorporated in the evidence, and given the protection of a
this and about what is happening in regard to industrialinanimous committee vote. One member who received his
relations in South Australia. documents at that meeting on the Wednesday morning

Mr Hamilton interjecting: opened them and was concerned about the document being

Mr BECKER: The member for Albert Park interjects but collected by the Secretary. | saw him put the document in a
knows the position as well as | do, because he was a unidolder and leave that meeting (supposedly, from what he told
representative. When the member for Albert Park was a unions, to make a telephone call) for five minutes, and then he
representative a man’s wage was awarded in order to supp@dme back in. | said that | wanted to collect the documents
a family and two children, and that is how it should be, butthere and then. With my own eyes | saw the document being
the unions lost control. One should have the right to jointaken out of the folder. | spoke with that member in the
whichever union one wishes, and if a closed shop is involvegresence of another Opposition member and said, ‘So long

one should not be denied the opportunity to work. as | am in the Chair of this committee, | do not want to see
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable that sort of conduct happen here again.’ Certainly, | do not
member’s time has expired. want to see that sort of thing happening.

_ ) Confidential information was taken out of the room in

Mr QUIRKE (Playford): - In the personal explanationthat front of my very eyes. It disappeared for five minutes, no
followed Question Time this afternoon comments were madg o pt photocopied, brought back and then handed in. If
about a committee which | have the pleasure of chairingmempers want me to name the member concerned, it will be
Indeed, the matter which related to the Premier’s Stateme'&tpleasure for me to do so. Let me say to the two members
earlier to the House was going to be a subject that | intendeghyolyed—the one who took the document and the other |
to bring up tomorrow at the committee meeting. Points wergg|ied as a witness—that | was disappointed about that
made about the various Standing Orders in respect of seleéghnqyct, which is a gross breach of trust against the commit-
committees but advice | have received from the Clerk, withee The Premier was right: information from those questions
whom | had occasion to check out the position concerningame from that document, and | do not believe the member
evidence, documents and committee procedures some til§ Hanson is responsible: | believe he was put up to it.

ago (and | will go into that in a moment), clearly indicates . |
that the Economic and Finance Committee—and, for th%e?ﬁe?fgggzaipeiéﬁfﬁ Order! The honourable

matter, the three other standing committees of the Parlia-

ment—are not encumbered by such Standing Orders. C : : :
However, the committee has made a practice in its tim% MrMEIER (Goyden): Itis heartening that Highway 1 is

. . : i Il high h of Two Wells.
(indeed, based on advice from the Clerk which was accept?‘elng extended as a dual lane highway north of Two Wells

) . urrently it is a dual highway through to Dublin. As a
unanimously—and | can check the minutes about thatl, . her who uses that highway regularly, the upgrading

regarding certain confidential documents presented to the, tainly makes travelling so much easier and, more import-

committee. In fact, three sets of documents have come befo‘rfmly so much safer. Unfortunately, however, there are some
the committee in my time in the Chair where conﬁdentialityeDJOb[emS that go aléng with such a construction project
was agreed by all members of the committee. |t was agre It is not with the construction firms. In fact, | would like

that those documents would be handed back to the Secretqgl compliment the two firms employed to construct the

and kept by the committee in confidence. ; 8
; highway—McMahon Constructions and Roche Bros Pty
Atthe end of last year the first breach of that agreemenityy o vheirwork. One of the negatives is that the Telecom

took place in this House in the last sitting week when : .
Opposition members asked questions clearly sourced fro &Y phone. at Wild Horse Plains has b.e‘?“ femo".ed because
the new highway passes over the original location of the

a schedule of salary details that was declared confidential .
the committee but supplied to all committee memberst%lephone. Unfortunately, at this stage, Telecom has not

Questions asked by Opposition members contained preci% '%ﬁéeﬂgﬁzéeﬁg?ﬁsnﬁtﬁ:\,nec’tgféﬁoas't'?mm tge \ég\'/rg:él
details. | am not reflecting here on the member for Hanso : pp y

. - constituents who have pointed out the absolute necessity for
about that, because he is a member for whom | have conside “telephone in that area. In fact, one lady wrote to me as

able respect, and | have always found him to be an honest a | X
L OWS:
fair individual.
In that instance, Opposition members asked those It is very annoying, and stressful, when a woman alone, in an

; ; ; olated farmhouse, has people knocking, banging, some asking,
questions and told me that the information came from th%Sthers demanding, to use a phone, because of a breakdown. We do

research section of the Liberal Party. In fact, I will name thenot normally ask the people inside; but then one gets the case of a
member for Bright—the member to whom | spoke afterwardslistraught baby, and so you ask them in. Even when they look

about the information he had. Indeed, two other documentgienuine, you wonder, as they use the phone, and then ask for the
as requested, were treated as confidential because of thijf€t One gives a sigh of relief, as they depart.

commercial nature and sensitivity. That confidentiality wasThese types of instances are occurring with increasing
voted on by all members of the committee but one of thoseegularity since the removal of the pay phone. In fact, there
documents was referred to last week by the honourablare many occasions where people are in genuine need of help,
member and by another honourable member who asked thit there are other people who use that approach to gain
guestion. | can only surmise that that information also muséntrance to a house in order to survey that house with an
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ulterior motive down the track. | would urge Telecom to irrespective of the talents, abilities or professionalism of the
reconsider its decision and place a pay phone in Wild Horsprofessionals involved.
Plains. | have already written to the Minister of Transport  Over the years, quite appropriately, former members of
Development (Hon. Barbara Wiese) in case my approach tBarliament have taken their place on committees and boards
Telecom is unsuccessful. | have asked the Minister whetheagstablished by Government. They have been drawn from both
she will provide an emergency highway telephone, similar tsides of the House. They have been people who have
the phones that are on the freeway, in Wild Horse Plains. particular talents and skill to offer, and | think it would be
will leave that with the Minister, and | await her answer in generally accepted on both sides of the House that it would
due course. be a great waste not to so use the talents and energies of

The second point | wish to raise is the entrance intdetirEd members of Parliament. But the Leader of the
Windsor. Several years ago it was proposed that only on@Pposition ignores that aspect; there is no political test
entrance would be provided. | was very thankful that theapplied there.
plans were changed to provide two entrances. The current | thinkitis fair to say that those persons so appointed have
owner of the store, Mr Perry, has pointed out to me that théh fact transcended any particular political affiliation they
proposed entrances, which are already pegged out, will né@ve in the way in which they have discharged their duties.
facilitate easy entrance into Windsor because they are not &ut when one gets to the professionals in the Public Service
a flow-in type. However, a flow-in type entrance is beingit appears that this political test is to be applied. If you were
provided into Dublin; the reason being that Dublin isacandidate or if you had been a member of a ministerial staff
apparently classified as a town whereas Windsor is classifidfen, somehow, that precludes you from in fact seeking and
as a settlement. Mr Perry’s argument is, and | believe quit@btaining a position on your merits. This is the important
correctly: why should there be discrimination between a towroint: the Leader of the Opposition was not, as | understand
and a settlement, particularly if that settlement may, in thét, criticising the procedures. He was not saying that the
future, become a town? This is very important because theovernment Management and Employment Act and the
proprietor of the service station at Lower Light (another smaliselection committee process had been overridden. He did not
settlement along that highway) has lost 10 000 litres of petronake those allegations because, of course, he cannot in any
sales per week since the highway deviation occurred. In facef the cases he cited. It was simply the fact that the appoint-
according to one report, that has halved his income. ment was made; that in itself was sufficient. And if such

It is these small businesses that we must consider. | aRECPI€ ‘_N'th such a background, on their merits, by _those
taking this up with the Minister of Transport DevelopmentPPropriate selection processes manage to land the job that
as well, seeking an urgent reconsideration so that the peoplfePad luck, according to the Leader of the Opposition: they
of Windsor are not disadvantaged to a greater extent thad € ineligible for that appointment. They will be named in
people in other areas. | believe it would be very simple t arliament and therefore their whole career and their standing

provide a flow-in entrance, rather than to have a T-typdVill b€ jeopardised. o .
junction into Windsor. | urge the Minister to use her interven-_ € Leader's perspective is that no Government minister-
tion powers to seek such a change. ial assistant or anybody with that kind of perspective can get

a job; he forgets his own ministerial experience. But equally
The Hon. J.C. BANNON (Ross Smith): Over many MN© public servant therefqre dare have poIitjcaI preference or
years, indeed it probably goes back a century or more, Parti erth_e_mselves for Parliament and that will further demean
and Governments of all political persuasions and attitudel'€ Political process and close off many persons of talent
have been attempting to ensure that discrimination i&'O™M Seeking office as they appropriately should.
eradicated in our community—discrimination in all its many _ It €an have sinister connotations. Look at the Bjelke-

forms and manifestations as it affects employment and as ffeteérsen Cabinetand Police Commissioner Whitrod and the
affects general social and other living conditions. speculation, | understand, about his political leanings. Worse

. ... than that, the Leader compounded his sin in proposing the
One by one the tests that used to be applied have either ... ; : .
been made illegal or simply become redundant throug blitical test by going further and naming people and getting

. ; ST is facts wrong. Surely that must cause considerable uneasi-
changed community att'lt.udes. Today in this place we had .thﬁess among his colleagues who purport to seek office and
Leader of the Opposition—the recycled former Tonkin

Minister who has come back here and who aspires to be the 1ong the Public Service.

Premi(_ar of South Australia—reintroducing discriminationin - prD.S. BAKER (Victoria): |1 can assure the member for
atestin the most outrageous way. Ross Smith that we are totally behind the Leader of the
At one stage religion used to be a test for Public Service@pposition and he will be the next Premier of South
office and if you were a Catholic, under the various ActsAustralia. | can assure him of that matter right here and now.
passed by the British Parliament, you were specifically might say that, as the honourable member said, you may
precluded from holding public office. If you converted to that have to start learning to play baseball because there are only
religion, as a holder of an office, you would have to relin-nine in a baseball team; you will not be able to field a cricket
quish that position. Clearly, that is an outrageous situatiofeam after the next election. However, returning to my
which no longer exists, and race, sex, age and property—adrievance, Mr Deputy Speaker, | have been in politics for
of these tests, one by one, have been eliminated. only seven years and there is one department—
But the Leader of the Opposition has signalled today, An honourable member interjecting:
loudly and clearly, that he wants to introduce a political test. The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Itis not even an affiliation test, necessarily, because some of Mr D.S. BAKER: —and | might share the view of the
the examples he gave did not involve affiliation. Rather, it ishonourable member over there—that seems in every case to
a test of political sentiment or leaning and this is to bebe trying to stop people getting on with their business and
apparently the qualification for office in the Public Service,creating some wealth for South Australia. Like the member
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for Ross Smith, who was complimenting the Leader of theo help this gentleman. Jamie Matheson may be a scapegoat
Opposition on naming people, | name that department as tHaut | am going to make sure he does not go broke.
Department of Fisheries. It seems to me that they spend an
inordinate amount of time trying to stop people carryingon The Hon. M.D. RANN (Minister of Business and
with their business in a sensible way that gives benefit noRegional Development)i rise to speak on a local electorate
only to them but to the State of South Australia. matter and it is one concerned with a survey that | have
This morning | went to see the Minister about one Jamieconducted in the Salisbury area in terms of crime prevention
Matheson who held a Commonwealth fishing licence, buaind sentencing. | think all members will be aware of my very
unfortunately the Minister was not very well briefed so westrong support for Neighbourhood Watch, School Watch and
did not get far. If you hold a Commonwealth fishing licencealso my plan for a Business Watch for the John Street and
that means that you can long line and drop line and fish foParabanks area.
any species outside State waters. Jamie Matheson, after aRecently | attended a public meeting in Salisbury with
considerable periOd of time experimenting, decided that h%ca] po”ce and business peop|e to try to engender some
would fish for klng crabs. He pa|d $8 000 for his Iicence; h_eSupport for a business watch p|an for the John Street-
spent some $50 000 making up pots so that he could go kingarabanks area. | was keen to ascertain what support there
crabbing. He not only wrote to the Commonwealth people tqyas |ocally for an expansion of Neighbourhood Watch and
say what he was going to do but also wrote to the Statgas pleased to see massive and overwhelming support from
people to say that he was going to specialise in catching kingyy survey of 200 respondents in the Salisbury area for
crab. _ ~ Neighbourhood Watch and other local crime prevention
It was a Commonwealth licence, and it has been decideghitiatives. There was also very strong support for the recent
that the permit for king crab will be handed back to theegislative changes in juvenile justice, including stiffer
States. There is nothing wrong with that at all, but when thgyenalties for repeat offenders and for the Crown’s appeals
person concerned tried to renew his licence in February 199%jainst lenient sentences handed down by the courts.
he sent the money off in January and received the reply and . ever, | was most concerned about the very negative
the new licence from the Federal department on 21 June 1993:i+ . 4e found locally against judges. It is clear that many

but they did not have the endorsement about king crabg., s pelieve that magistrates and judges are not in touch
because they said it was going back to the State. with the concern of the public, the Government and, indeed,
1 had a meeting with the ex-Director of Fisheries, whopgiament about crime and sentencing. During the past 10
said, ‘Yes, | remember that. We can fix that but | am NOyears many legislative changes have involved much stiffer
longer the Director. It can be done with the stroke of a pen.,qyaities for major crimes—drug dealers, and so on. How-
| rang the new Director or Acting Director and he said, ‘It'S o er those who were contacted by my survey felt that judges
not that easy. | will have to see the Minister. In the meantime, o jgnoring the stiffer penalties approved by Parliament.
someone whose livelihood is at stake has not been able to figf,are was also a very strong view locally that judges and

because the stroke of a pen cannot be put to that bit of papep, sisirates had little contact with citizens in our northern
| went to see the Minister, hoping that it could be fixedg, ;s and little understanding of local concerns.

immediately. Here we have a gentleman who could go | want to make it clear in this House, speaking as a local
bankrupt because we cannot get someone to put pen to paper. t? tﬁat it is vital that the commuﬁitpshoul% maintain
Do you think | got any further this morning? | did not. The member, Y

Minister said, ‘I can't do this. | said, ‘This guy will go its respect for our judicial system. Indeed, it is_veryimport-
broke. He sa{id ‘No. | cannot do this” | lined up the ex- ant, too, that there should be strong community respect for

Director of Fisheries and said, ‘Do you remember thethe rule of law which underpins our democratic society and

conversation that we had in my office a month ago?' He SaliOlhe values that we hold dear. It is important that the judiciary

| remember it but we cannot do it now. And someone inéhould maintain its absolute—I repeat, absolute—independ-

South Australia, who is a small business person, will goence from political interference. However, independence does

broke because the Minister does not have the guts to give hifPt necessgrily equate with being out of touch. Certainly there
an interim licence for 12 months while the matter is sortecf ¢ remedies that we can all take to try to build bridges

out. The Treasurer may look worried as an ex-Ministe etween the Comm””'tY and t_he Ju_dlmary. ) ]

because | am sure that he would have fixed it up. After contacts and dlscu53|ons in my office with s.everal
I rang Mr Matheson today and he was in tears because higcal Neighbourhood Watch chairpersons, I have written to

livelihood has been put at stake, and my advice to him waghe Chief Justice, the Hon. Len King, inquiring whether a

“You will have to test the system. Go out and get your cragudge and a magistrate would be willing to address a com-

pots, because if you don't test the system | cannot bring it t§ined meeting of Neighbourhood Watch committee members

ahead.’ | put on notice concerning those people involved if the Salisbury area. I hope that Chief Justice King and his

fisheries and the Minister that it is a total injustice to thiscolleagues will view such a meeting as being both useful for

person to force him into this position because the MinistefNeighbourhood Watch and for the judiciary to hear construc-
That is the problem we have in primary industry atVery clear from views expressed locally that people be-

present. No-one can do anything. We cannot get the Ministaieved—

to pay for the strychnine to fix the mouse plague because he Mrs KOTZ: Mr Deputy Speaker, | draw your attention

cannot make a decision. Farmers are going bankrupt throudh the state of the House.

want of a decision; fishermen are out there potentially going A quorum having been formed:

broke because he cannot put the pen to paper, and he is being

aided and abetted by the people in the department who will

not put the facts in front of the Minister so that he may be

goaded, with parliamentary privilege, into doing something
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SITTINGS AND BUSINESS | think today is an appropriate time to reflect on the
performance of this Labor Government in its dying days.
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS (Deputy Premier): |  Twelve months ago we had a Premier who was forced to
move: resign in absolute disgrace after the biggest financial disaster

That for the remainder of the session Standing Orders be so fdpat this State, in fact this country, has ever seen from a
suspended as to enable standing committee reports, except thds@vernment. Members will recall the absolute disgrace that

relating to subordinate legislation or supplementary developmerthe then Premier stood in—that is, the member for Ross
plan matters, on presentation to be dealt with in accordance witkmith—and the fact that he was actually pushed from office
Standing Order 346. - .
) ) by his own colleagues and was forced to resign.
Motion carried. In his place we have the present Premier who promised a
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: | move: new start even though, largely, the same tired old faces still
That for the remainder of the session Standing Orders be so f&emained within the Cabinet. He promised to all South
suspended as to enable private members’ business to be conductgdstralians decisive leadership. He wanted to be different,
in the manner set out in the paper | have distributed. and he certainly was. | mean, after all, who but he could say,
With the indulgence of the House, | will not read it becausewithin the space of one short press conference, that the
of its length, but it is in precisely the same form as theuntenable was now quite tenable? Who but he could say that
previous session. he was going to introduce a new era of political stability for
South Australia when he has a Cabinet Minister who says
Mr MEIER (Goyder): | am well aware that the Deputy publicly that the factions control the Government—factions
Premier mentioned that these are the same sessional ordevish slush funds, which hate each other more than they hate
as those that applied in the last session. | sought to takethe Liberal Party?
point of order during one of the private members’ sessions Mr Holloway: That is not true.
when we were noting committees on the time allocated for The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Well, that is what the now
members to speak to motions. | was referring to Standin@linister for Primary Industries has said publicly—that there
Orders under which we are entitled to speak for 20 minutesare factions running this Government and that those factions
It was pointed out that under private members, because @fave slush funds. We would like to know what the slush
what this Parliament decided, we were entitled to 15 minutefunds are used for and where they come from. He went on to
only. | was a little upset at the time. | feel that now is thesay that the factions themselves hate each other more than
opportunity for me to bring this forward and put it to the they hate the Liberal Party in this State. He is the first person
Parliament that private members’ time is to allow memberso claim that we now have a new confidence in South
to bring forward matters of particular concern to themselvesaustralia when our State has almost 34 000 people unem-
We have been cut back by five minutes from the normal 2@loyed for 12 months or more. He really is a unique Premier
minutes to 15 minutes according to the proposed sessiongl making those sorts of claims and he seems to actually
orders. | hope that it might be possible for an amendment tgelieve them.
be accepted to the effect that we agree to these sessional| would like now to issue a challenge to the Premier to
orders with the exception that, where the speaking time fogome into this debate and respond to the following facts that
amover is 15 minutes, we should insert 20 minutes. | am about to put before the House. They are facts that show
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: | understand the point quite clearly that Labor has failed and that he, as Premier, has
being made by the member for Goyder. | oppose his propostailed this State. They are facts that show that Labor must go
tion, not because | am necessarily against it but because thefore we can rebuild confidence in the future of this State.
sessional orders run the gauntlet of the Standing Ordels an interview published in thadvertiserof 16 December
Committee. | understand it was a unanimous decision of th&992, the Premier said:
Standing Orders Committee. If there is to be any variation,  soyth Australians should give him until the middle of next year—
| suggest that the proper way is to refer the matter to th .
Liberal Party’s representatives on the Standing Order atis, the_ end of Jyng 1993— ] i
Committee and for them to take it up. | may or may not agre@efore making up their minds about his performance. The first half

with what is proposed in its entirety, never mind a small poini;?vfiﬁ'%)g %/:gr:su%v;%gp%ﬁqtg?e in which either the opportunities

about the length of time, but | concede that the proper way t her fund | by the Premier. | )
do this is through the Standing Orders Committee and | caft"Other fundamental statement by the Premier. It goes on:

only urge the House to reject any alteration prior to the matter | think the electorate at large will be asking some guestions mid
going to the Standing Orders Committee. next year as to how we have done in the first nine months.

Motion carried. Mr Meier interjecting:
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | would like to point out to
ADDRESS IN REPLY the House that | think that those in the electorate have made
up their minds. We need only look at the opinion poll from
Adjourned debate on motion for adoption. Time magazine that was published over the weekend. It
(Continued from 5 August. Page 127.) would appear that the Premier is quite right—that he should

be given until the end of June this year when people can pass

The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Leader of the Opposition):  judgment upon him—and it would appear that they have
| welcome the opportunity to participate in what | expect tomade their judgment on this Government and done so in a
be the last Address in Reply debate before the election. Ivery resounding manner, judging it not fit to be returned to
doing so, | acknowledge the continued distinguished publioffice no matter when or where the election is held.
service of our Governor, Her Excellency. | always find that Mr Venning: Itis time to go.
she is so refreshing and that she does such a superb perform-The Hon. DEAN BROWN: It is certainly time to go, and
ance at any public function she attends. the Premier himself has simply asked the people to pass this
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judgment. | pick up the other very important point: he saidpeople of South Australia—that nothing has changed except
that there are opportunities to be taken up and either they withe Premier, the naming of the Ministers and the formation
be taken up or they won't be by the middle of this year. Inof the coalition. Since Labor’s election almost 11 years ago,
other words he himself has put down the conditions and ththe rhetoric has never stopped and the action has never begun.
timeframe under which he and his Government wish to b&Vords and more words—and precious little else.
judged. More words have come from the lips of this Premier than

Let us look at whether or not those opportunities have, irfrom perhaps any other member, with the one exception, of
fact, been taken up by his Government, and the obviousourse, of the previous Premier, the now disgraced member
answer is they have not been taken up. What has changet®” Ross Smith. And some disgrace he is. He creates a real
Absolutely nothing. Before looking at the Premier’s perform-anger throughout the whole of South Australia—anger that
ance and that of his Government, | remind the House of whate should still be sitting in this Chamber despite the mislead-
the Premier has promised since last September when he fitisg of this Parliament and despite the loss of $3 150 million
became Premier—what standards he set for himself to bef taxpayers funds, and receiving his salary and building up
judged by. On the day the factions decided that he shoulliis own superannuation. It is a disgrace and an embarrass-
become Premier (3 September 1992) he had this to say: ment to members opposite.

Today marks a new beginning for the Government and the people _H€ has no right whatsoever to sit in this Parliament and

of South Australia—I will lead a renewed, reinvigorated Governmentcontinue to receive the perks of being a member of Parlia-
committed to overcoming South Australia’s recurrent problems. ment in the form of salary and other benefits, when he has

| ask all members whether we have overcome our prob|em§rpflicted upon South Australians the worst financial disaster

Has it been a renewed and reinvigorated Government® Government in the whole history of Australi_a. He should

Certainly not. We will find that the current polls are actually!€ave this place in disgrace and apologise to South

lower than when the Premier took office on 1 Septembefustralians. We do not wish to see him again.

1992. They have actually declined during that period and you, Mr S.J. Baker: And he should take some of his mates

Mr Acting Speaker, sit there obviously embarrassed as ith him. )

member of that Government. Then on 17 September 1992, The Hon. DEAN BROWN: He should take all his mates

the Premier promised ‘a new era of cooperation between th#ith him; we do not wish to see them either. It seems that

State Government and the private sector. merely by the_use of words our present Premier believes he
Again, | put to this House, what has occurred? What ian change things. Of course, he has gone from the untenable

now the assessment of the private sector regarding thi€ the tenable. He has talked about the new era that will begin

Government? The answer is that people have completely lo d about political stability when, in fact, nothing whatsoever
confidence in this Government. It has gone into a freeze ifaS changed. I would like to put to the House a number of the

decision making which is now costing the private sector ink€Y facts about the performance of South Australia during the

South Australia very dearly. On 29 September 1992, the da@eriod in which the Labor Government has been in office.

on which the Premier announced his so-called coalition We _have lost a share of national population. If we h‘?d
agreement, he said: maintained a growth rate equal to that in the rest of Australia,

o » ) ) we would have been far better off in population than at

politsiggltgtggiﬁi;agﬁc? gﬁggg;gﬁ{'g‘gﬂg‘g'ggﬁ’; ide a new era of regent but the fact that we have been below that national

o o B . growth rate means that we have lost a share equivalent to the
Some coalition of political stability! Look at the situation in gtz population of the following cities in this State: Whyalla,
Napier where we saw the Premier out in front of a kindergarport pirie, Port Augusta and Port Lincoln. All those towns
ten reading a book with the headline ‘Decision Making’ andhaye been lost in equivalent population over the past 11 years
there at the back of the room we had the now Minister ohecause we have not been able to maintain a growth rate
Primary Industries sitting one seat away from the endorsegqua| to that in the rest of Australia.
Labor Party candidate for the seat of Napier, Annette Hurley. "That is a real tragedy for this State. | referred to Whyalla,
The two are fighting with each other like cat and dog, ancbort pirie, Port Augusta and Port Lincoln. | wonder whether
there was the Premier, in front of kindergarten childrenihe peputy Premier will have the hide to go and tell his own
talking about decision making. Some decision making wheng|ectorate that. | wonder whether you, Madam Acting
in fact, this Government is in absolute tatters as we all knOWSpeaker, will notify the people of Port Augusta of that fact,
On the day that the Premier introduced the economigrhether the people of Port Pirie will ever find out before
statement to this House (22 April this year) he promised: the next election, from this Labor Government, what it has

A new confidence in the future of South Australia will be done in terms of reduction in population within this State.
generated by the Meeting the Challenge package of policy announcgyver the past 11 years, our population growth rate has been
ments. less than half that of Western Australia and Queensland.
| point out to the House and to South Australians that, since The real tragedy underlying these figures is that young
the Premier made that profound announcement on 22 Aprpeople, in particular, have been forced to go to other States
this year, confidence in South Australia has been on onia Australia and, in some cases, to other countries, simply to
continual downward slide, almost like a long and continuousind a job opportunity. That is the real disgrace of the lack of
slippery dip that will obviously continue until we get to the economic development and economic activity here in South
election. Australia.

I have heard this Premier promise to South Australians a | now turn to the economy and to jobs. In the mid 1980s,
new beginning, a new era, a new confidence in the future andur economy was about the same size as that of Western
apparently, his very presence alone was going to guaranté@eistralia. Now, it is forecast that, by 1995, the Western
this. But behind the words there has been nothing freshAustralian economy will be 43 per cent greater than the South
nothing new from this Labor Party whatsoever. It is the samdustralian. In other words, in the short space of 10 years
tired old rhetoric. Indeed, this is the ultimate tragedy for theunder a Labor Government in this State, our economy is now
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about 43 per cent smaller than that of Western Australia. | now turn to this Government’s financial record. Under
What a disgrace to be hanging over the head of any Goverthis Government, public sector debt has grown at the rate of
ment! more than $1.4 million a day for every day this Government
Let us look at some more facts. During the life of this has been in office. We are paying almost $2 million a day in
Government, employment in Queensland and Westermterest payments alone on that debt: that is more than 50¢ in
Australia has grown by at least three times the level here irvery tax dollar collected from South Australians. The
South Australia: three times the job opportunities for youngsovernment attempts to perpetuate the myth that reductions
people, compared with South Australia. The loss of ouin Commonwealth funding are a major cause of this budget-
State— ary problem that we face in this State. In fact, if we look at
An honourable member interjecting: the detail, we find that Commonwealth funding for South
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: It is not just that we are Australia has kept pace with inflation ever since this Govern-
turning into a rest home, but | point out that we are turningment was elected, so the debt problem is not due to a cut back
into a retirement village under the Labor Government, within funding from Canberra. At the same time, this Government
a huge debt hanging around its neck. The loss of our share b&s increased its revenue from taxes, fees and fines by a real
national employment equates to 26 000 jobs over the life 0173 per centin that 11 year period. Looking at the State taxes
this Government—almost seven jobs a day for every day thatlone, we see that the growth rate in taxation over the past 10
it has been in office over the past 11 years. South Australia’gears has been the highest of any State in Australia.
unemployment level has been above 10 per cent since July So, here we are with the highest unemployment, this huge
1991 with no sign of its easing back below the double digitescalation in debt, brought about by this Government, and
figure. this huge payment each day of $2 million in interest pay-
Over the life of the previous Liberal Government, ments. In addition, we find that this tax grab by this State
unemployment was below 45 000. Under this Government.abor Government has been the highest increase of any State
it has averaged more than 60 000, and this is increasing eveiy Australia. Just listen to these figures. Annual State taxation
month. Over the past four years alone, the number of longper capitahas increased from $396 in 1981-82 under the
term unemployed in South Australia has almost doubled. Theiberal Government to $1 141 now, under this Labor
number of those without work for at least a year has increaseBovernment. That is how expensive to South Australians 11
from 17 300 to 33 900. What a disgrace: a doubling of thesears of Labor Government have been; it is aimost a threefold
number of people unemployed for 12 months. Only Soutlincrease in the level of taxes grabbed by this Government. In
Australia’s low population and low labour force growth rates1981-82 per capitaState taxation in South Australia was 79
prevent this unemployment level going much higher. In otheper cent of the average for the whole of Australia. It is now
words, people have left the State to look for jobs. 86 per cent, and this equates to an additional $90 per year for
Currently, only three of Australia’s top 50 companies havesvery man, woman and child in this State. | am delighted that
their headquarters in Adelaide—only three of 50. In 1980, 88he Deputy Premier and Treasurer has come into the House,
South Australian based companies were listed on the Stodlecause—
Exchange. Now that figure has been reduced to 39, even The Hon. Frank Blevins: | have been here all the time.
though the number of companies listed has actually increaseghave great patience.

The growth of incorporation of new businesses in South  The Hon, DEAN BROWN: | apologise if you have been
Australia is only 5 per cent of the national total when, in faCtvhiding while you were here, but | point out that as Treasurer
we share 8.5 per cent of the national population. Our shargnger this Labor Government you have a hell of a lot to
of Australia’s exports is slipping. In the past 10 years it hangwer for, despite the statements that you continuously
slipped from 6.9 per cent to a current level of 6.2 per cent. yake trying to mislead people. It is quite clear—

This financial year new private capital investment in South The ACTING SPEAKER (Mrs Hutchison): Order! The

Australia was 3.6 per cent lower than in the previous Y€&l, 5nourable member will resume his seat. The Deputy Premier
compared with a national growth rate of 5 per cent. We arg s 4 point of order

the only State to have actually recorded a decline. While new The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: My point of order is that

private capital investment has declined by 3.6 per cent, th ; . . .
level in the rest of Australia has grown, and grown fairlyt%e Leader is making an accusation that | misled the House.
| would suggest that that can be made only by way of a

significantly. - . )
The loss of our share of national retail sales over the pagbstantlve motion, and | request that you draw Standing

10 years equates to about $450 million a year. Consum rders to the attention of the Leader and ask him to with-
confidence in South Australia remains lower than that of any 2" .

other State, as measured by movements in retail sales. In the 1 1€ ACTING SPEAKER: | understand the point of
March quarter they were 3.1 per cent lower than they wer@rder, and | point out to the Leader that he has the faC|I|ty to
in the same period 12 months ago. In other words, while retalfS€ 2 substantive motion to make th_ose types of allegations.
sales in the rest of Australia are increasing, here in South The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | withdraw the word

Australia they are actually continuing to decline on an annuafmislead’, but it is quite clear that the Deputy Premier has
basis. made many statements that give a false impression of the

The last fact is that over the past 10 years Soutf@xation record of this Labor Government. Let me summa-

Australia’s annual motor vehicle registrations have actually'Se—

declined from 46 500 to 37 500, yet we have a Premier who The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The Leader will
talked today about renewed confidence in the motor vehicleesume his seat. The Deputy Premier.

industry. | point out to the Premier that this State is not The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: On a point of order, the
playing its part in that renewed confidence in the motoiLeader has again made an accusation that impugns my
vehicle industry, because our sales have actually declined lmharacter. He is able to do that only by way of substantive
almost 10 000 in that period. motion, and | request, Madam, that you ask him to withdraw.
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The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! | would like a a three year period the Liberal Government achieved so
clarification from the Deputy Premier: what did he wish to much.

be withdrawn? ) ) ) Through all the disasters of this Government only three

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: | wish him to withdraw  cabinet Ministers actually sat around the table for the full
the accusation that | have misled the House by giving a falsgme. The present Premier is one of those three. He wants
picture of the Government's taxation record. South Australia to believe that the only member responsible

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! | do not uphold that for the disasters of the State Bank, SGIC and Beneficial
point of order, but | ask the Leader to watch his wording, and=inance is the member for Ross Smith. | agree that the
I would ask him to address the Chair. member for Ross Smith has a great deal to answer for, but

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Certainly, Madam Acting equally this Premier that we have at present has as much to
Speaker. In summary, let us look in human cost terms at whanswer for. After all, he was warned as early as 1987 about
11 years of Labor Government has meant to our industryhe impending crash of the State Bank.

This is not my assessment. Listen to the damning words of e \was warned that the board was inadequate, that the

the former State ALP Minister and former Federal ALP 4414 did not have control over the dazzler Marcus Clark. He
Minister, Peter Duncan, in his foreword to journalist Chris, 55 warned, as we now find out, about some of the problems
Kenny's recently published book. This is the Labor Party'sysing on within Beneficial Finance. But what action did he
former Minister passing his view on what he thinks of this;zke? Absolutely none! Before examining the present
Bannon/Amold Government over the past 11 years. He statesyemier’s record in further detail, let me quote some of his
South Australia’s whole history has been a struggle against thewn words from the 1993 Cabinet handbook. This is a book

odds to provide a reasonable standard of living for the people of thiproduced under his own hand as to how Cabinet should
State . . now, ourpast achievements have been virtually wiped OUtoperate'

in just one decade.

Here we have the Labor Party damning the Labor Govern-, Ceéntral to the system of Cabinet government is the convention
ment of South Australia, with a former State and Federagfectig'ieon?”ecuve responsibility of Ministers for Government
Minister saying that this Bannon/Arnold Government over
the past decade has virtually wiped out all that this State haSo much for the present Premier’s attempts to treat his
achieved over more than 150 years of its history. predecessor as a leper. They both have the same disease.
Under Sir Thomas Playford we had an unparalleled period hey have both been incompetent. They have both been
of economic growth. Under the Hall and Dunstan Administra-negligent. The Premier must accept responsibility along with
tions, the State modernised and embarked upon a number® former Premier, the member for Ross Smith. They have
important social reforms. During the life of the last Liberal tried to dupe and deceive the people of South Australia. If the
Government, our achievements were substantial. Let me rdaremier’'s words in his Cabinet handbook are to mean
through that list of achievements. In just three years ofnything atall, then he is infected with these failures just as
Liberal Government this is what was achieved. We ensurefuch as the former Premier and he deserves the political
that the Roxby Downs project proceeded in the face of Labdt/dgment coming to him just as much as the member for Ross
Party opposition. We ensured that the O-Bahn was develope@Mith has to cop his own political demise.

first as a concept and then as a reality, again against Labor of course, the present Premier began as Minister of
Party opposition. We ensured that Technology Park, Adelaidgducation in 1982. A child beginning his or her school life
proceeded despite its rejection by the Labor Party when | firsit that time is now looking at further education or employ-
announced it. There were 1000 jobs involved in thatment opportunities, and what options do they have? Having
development. Every good idea that was put forward by theersonally benefited himself from the expanded university
Liberal Party, even though it was widely accepted by thesystem made possible by the previous State and Federal
community, was opposed by the Labor Party. Liberal Governments, the legacy of this Premier and his Party
We developed the Stony Point gas/liquids scheme. Web future generations is less opportunity in education and less
facilitated Adelaide’s first international hotel, something thatopportunity in employment.
Labor in the previous 10 years could not achieve. We secured This Premier, as Education Minister, set in train the

Federal Government support to build the first internation olicies that have reduced standards in our primary and

air terminal at Adelaide Airport and gained Adelaide’s f'rStsecondary schools. More recently, as Minister responsible for

gt(ﬁ&ns\t/lonalnl‘lrlrg]ghrtl. V\ée”I]nlt"la(tje(iil tlhe rﬁlvr?tr ';orrﬁn? ILiIrTetﬁr industry, he has presided over an unprecedented decline in
ark. \We commenced the redeveiopment of cultural nstitls ,, , Aystralia’s manufacturing base. In the past two years

tions along Adelaide’s North Terrace. | ask what has occurre lone he has lost 21 000 manufacturing jobs: the equivalent

to that redevelopment over the past 10 years. Absolutelgf five Mitsubishi plants. Yet, he had the hide to stand in this

nothing! We F‘egmiated a fgir and far reaching.land rightsi—|ouse today and boast about how there have been a few
agreement with the Aboriginal people, something that thEﬁundred extra jobs created in the car industry of South

previous Labor Government _COUld not achieve. _ Australia, when he has lost 21 000 manufacturing jobs—the
In three years, the former Liberal Government made majogquivalent of five Mitsubishi plants.

decisions and gained major achievements that this Govern- )

ment was not able to match over a 10 year period. We did aJ|  A9&in, members do not have to accept my words about

those things in a short three year period, and importantly the?}:a'S to conclude that as industry Minister the Premier was a

allowed this State to progress. Yet, over the past three yeaf9Mmplete failure. We can look at the conclusions of the

this Government has not even been able to allow the seagra&hur D. Little study and its reference to the economic

industry at Kingston to get approval to expand its operationdlevelopment policy of this Labor Government:

It has not even been able to give approval to one small hasbeen one of ‘shooting any bird that flies past’ rather than
industry to expand over the past three year period; yet, ovgilanning for the future economic well-being of the State.
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We can look also at the conclusions of the Centre foland that was ranked tenth. That is how dishonest this man has
Economic Studies assessing the record of this Governmeheen in telling the truth to the people of South Australia.
over the past decade: We also know how little has been achieved by him in

... looking back over this period, what is remarkable is the€Xport markets. | know that from personal experience,
absence of any clearly enunciated economic development strategyarticularly in China and in some other areas. He keeps
for this State. announcing these heads of agreement that he has signed.
For 11 years the Labor Government has driven this Stateldlaving been involved in negotiations in China and in the
economy without any central strategy whatsoever, and wdliddle East, can | point out that heads of agreement are a
have suffered as a State. An examination of the Premiergime a dozen. Anyone can sit down and sign a heads of
track record on his overseas trade missions bears out the poagreement. In fact, the Chinese would always want me to sign
that this Government has had no strategy whatsoever but has least a heads of agreement, regardless of how well the
simply tried to grab any opportunity passing by without anynegotiations were going, so that they could take back to their
coherent policy to attract interest and investment on @rincipals the fact that they had made some achievement and
sustained basis. By my own account the Premier has madelaadway in the negotiations. | point out that, legally, they had
least nine overseas trips since 1987 and they have cosb standing whatsoever; but this Premier stands up and
taxpayers more than $200 000. They have produced marm@nnounces these heads of agreement that he keeps signing as
press reports promising investment in South Australia buthough they are going to lead to some benefit for South
little else. Australians.

Let me remind the House of some of the things that the There is only one thing that counts, and that is the final
Premier has promised during orimmediately after these tripgzompleted contract, the commencement of that contract and
greater access to China’s technology market, the establisthe money being paid for it. Anyone who thinks otherwise is
ment of a manufacturing plant by Hyundai Corporation ofa fool, and | am afraid that, frankly, we have a Premier who
Korea, a joint venture between South Australia and Thailané a fool because of the way he constantly announces these
to market computer software, heads of agreement for heads of agreement without any final contract. In all the
$40 million engineering project in Thailand, supply of majorwords of promise that this Premier has uttered over the years
railway telecommunications and signalling system forabout success to follow his overseas trade missions leading
Thailand, South Australian involvement in a multi-million to firm contracts, South Australia would have been well
dollar consortium for the design, supply and installation ofahead in the export race if just a few of those major contracts
computerised irrigation systems in Turkey and Iraniarhad come off. In Shandong Province, with which we have a
contracts based on South Australian expertise in automotivaster relationship and to where this Government has made
components, shipbuilding and agricultural research. numerous trips and literally now poured in millions of

An honourable member: Where are they all? dollars, the only very large contract signed by Shandong

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Exactly. Where are they? Province is one that | happened to sign, worth $A6.5 million,
These are actual announcements made by the present Prengiad it was signed with no help or assistance from the South
as a result of various overseas trips since 1987: trips that havaustralian Government at all.
cost $200 000. | have found that all these announcements We all recall the Premier’'s bungling of the Marineland
have two common features. First, there has been the prepsoject, which has cost the State so dearly in terms of our
publicity for the Premier suggesting that these things are toeputation in China. The Premier promised it would produce
happen merely as a result of the fact that he has gor835 million in investment in South Australia. Instead, the
overseas. Secondly, | have found no follow-up evidence thatixpayers had to fork out $11 million. Despite Labor’s
any of these projects have materialised on the scale promiseathetoric about exports over the past 10 years, Australia has
In fact, | know from firsthand experience that they wereactually gone backwards in Asia. Take countries like China,
ranked tenth in the world when it came to the irrigationMalaysia and Hong Kong. We have lost half of our market
project in Turkey, and there has been no subsequent aghare in percentage terms over the past 10 years. Our record
nouncement. is abysmal. Itis hardly surprising that the Premier was such

In fact, | happened to hear the original announcement b failure as a Minister, particularly since he has been unable
the Premier when he was going for that project, and it waso manage the factions within his own Party.
couched in words that they had actually ‘won the project’. It was this Premier who said, on the day he was elected to
That is how he put it: the clear implication was there thatthe position, that he would persuade the Minister of Health,
South Australia was in this era of exporting its irrigation Family and Community Services and the Minister of Primary
technology to Turkey, because there were these hugadustries to return to the Labor Party. | am delighted that the
irrigation dams going in. | was not here in Parliament at theMinister of Primary Industries is here because we know what
time. | happened to be director of a company called AACM;he has said about the Labor factions. | am delighted to see the
a company that had actually completed very successfully twextent to which he is sitting here smiling and nodding his
major contracts in Turkey. head in agreement with what | am saying. When | sit down

Do members realise that this Premier, as Ministethe Minister might like to participate in the Address in Reply
responsible, specifically excluded AACM from the consor-debate and tell us in somewhat more detail the exact nature
tium from South Australia which was to go for that project?of the hatred between the factions of the Labor Party. Could
It actually excluded the only South Australian company thahe also explain to the House the nature of the slush funds that
had had two successful contracts in Turkey. It was interestinge mentioned? What are the slush funds used for, and where
to see, because initially AACM—forced out of this State todoes the money come from? Is the Minister willing to give
go with someone else—was ranked in the consortium that its these sorts of details?
went with as number one for this particular project, but Members of Parliament are required to clearly set out their
eventually lost it to a British company after some quick dealgecuniary interests, so | believe it is time that we were made
from England. And here was the now Premier’s own attemptaware of the pecuniary interests of the various factions of the
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Labor Party. If members opposite are controlled not by theiThis was the Premier's untenable position. But, only a
own conscience but by their factions, and if the factions havéortnight later, in that infamous press conference, suddenly
substantial funds, perhaps we should have a pecuniathie untenable became tenable. The Premier said that he had
interests register for Labor Party factions and an annuahade the Minister of Primary Industries an offer but the
declaration about what moneys have been received. | thoughtinister had declined it. Let us look at what the Minister of
that the Government of Japan was one of the few remaininBrimary Industries said about this offer.

Governments, up until several weeks ago, that relied on slush The Hon. T.R. Groom: There was no offer.

funds. That Government has been brought into public The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

disgrace over the maintenance of that system. The Minister The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The Premier told a press

of Primary Industries himself said that the South Australianconference that he had made an offer to the Minister of
Labor Government (now that the Liberal Government inprimary Industries, and we now have the Minister of Primary
Japan has fallen) is one of the few remaining Governmentgdustries interjecting across the House and saying that there
in the western world which maintains a system controlled byyas no offer. There is nothing new about that, because what

factions and slush_funds. | challenge the Labor Party to comge Minister had to say shortly after that infamous press
clean on where this slush fund money comes from, how it igonference was this:

used and where it is spent. There were no options put to me of any significant nature and

Members interjecting: even if they were | would have rejected them if it meant me joining
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Who is controlling it? the Party. For me to even contemplate rejoining the Party there

’ L ’ would have to be a return to democracy and that’s not the case. They
The Hon. T.R. Groom interjecting: started a reform process after the preselection fiasco of last year but
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! they've never done anything about bringing about reform.

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: That was a very telling Members interjecting:
interjection from the Minister of Primary Industries. He said The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Yes, the factions are
the slush funds are being used in the seat of Napier, and thépvering around. Notice how they keep their hands in their
are being organised by the present member for Napier. Lgtocket, clutching the slush funds.
the present member for Napier stand up and tell the people Members interjecting:
of South Australia exactly how much money is being spent The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The Leader must not
in these slush funds, where they are being spent and how theyfer to people in the gallery.
are being spent in Napier. | think it is about time this  The Hon. DEAN BROWN: They put their hands in their
Parliament and the people of South Australia heard the trutocket and they clutch those slush funds. The Minister of
on this matter. Primary Industries also said:
Members interjecting: The factions are a curse on the Labor Party. | think what's
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | admire the courage of the occurring with regard to the parliamentary Labor Party is you are
Minister in coming out and telling the truth about this matter,Se€ing South Terrace running North Terrace.
All of us on this side issue a challenge to the member foiT here is even more. | quote further:
Napier to tell us, first, how big the slush fund is for Napier,  The factions hate one another more than they do the Liberals—
secondly, where it has come from and, thirdly, how it is beinghey are parties within parties. They have slush funds. They require
spent. | want the member for Napier to have the courage a,—t:gvies from people who are members of the factions. They are always

; f hting one another. I've got no doubt that there will be Federal
Com.m'tment to stand up and tell the people of this State th tervention in the affairs of the Labor Party at some stage.
details of the slush fund.

Members interjecting: All this, Mr Deputy Speaker, from a member of the Cabinet;

all this from a Minister of the Government. So much for the
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The Leader has the premiers so-called political stability and Cabinet solidarity.

floor—I think. . This is a Cabinet Minister saying that the factions—not the

_ The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | was welcoming the Government—are in control; this is a Minister saying that it

interjections, Mr Deputy Speaker. is all run by slush funds, not by the Cabinet. What a sham-
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | will determine bles! This indictment of Labor comes from a Minister who

whether they are welcome. has been the most competent of a very bad bunch since his

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | am sure that it is important appointment in September last year.
that the House spend some time and hear the truth. As Leader The Hon. T.R. Groom interjecting:
of the Opposition, | am prepared to make sure that we always The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | will say that again, for the
give adequate time for the member for Napier to stand up anillinister. All these quotes about dissension, slush funds and
give us an honest and full disclosure about the slush funds-factions of the Labor Party come from a Minister who has
where they come from and where they are spent. Of coursbeen the best of a very appalling bad bunch of Ministers.
it was this Premier who promised to accommodate the Here is a Cabinet that is now completely disregarding
member for Torrens in the Legislative Council; and it waswhat South Australia requires. It has ignored the needs of
this Premier who humiliated the Government Whip and theSouth Australia; it is looking after itself. These people are
member for Henley Beach in particular by decreeing thatven starting to put their own kind and their own supporters
none of the Labor backbenchers was suitable for appointmeiito key positions within the ranks of the Public Service on
to the ministry—he had to go off and find two independentdong term tenure under various contracts.
instead. As recently as 23 June this year—and | am sure the We have a Premier who is now incapable of providing any
Minister of Primary Industries has heard this before—thdeadership to this State. Consider the issues and whether any
Premier said this of the situation in Napier: leadership was provided. Mabo: the Premier has clutched the
I believe it's not a sustainable position for the Party to go dividedcoat-tails of Keating throughout the Mabo issue. He is the last
to an election and that will not happen. remaining Premier in the whole of Australia still to be
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clutching those coat-tails of Keating, our Prime Minister.that could supply 60 teaching positions within our education
Every other State has now had the commonsense to desert #yestem. He would rather have one concert from Michael
hopeless and untenable position put down by Keating odackson at a cost of $1.3 million than have a further 60
Mabo. teachers in our schools for 12 months. It is absolutely
We have world heritage listing with our present Premierappalling!
standing in no man’s land looking like a fool. We have the  Very quickly, in the few minutes left, | would like to go
failure to embrace any industrial relations reform in Southback and look at some of the promises made to South
Australia. Even the Federal Labor Party is arguing that nonAustralia by this Government.
unionists should be allowed to participate in enterprise Mrs Kotz: You haven't time enough to go through all the
agreements. Not the Labor Party of South Australia. Unlespromises.
you happen to be a member of a trade union, no-one can The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | cannot go through them all
participate in an enterprise agreement. It wants to specificallyut I will list just some of the key ones. Listen to these actual
exclude 60 per cent of South Australians under Statguotes—in 1982:
industrial awards. . . . ) We will not increase State taxes. We will not allow State
Look at the failure of this Premier to establish any crediblecharges—like transport fares, electricity and hospital charges—to be
strategy to encourage investment and employment opporturtised as a form of backdoor taxation.
ties in South Australia. What has the Premier done to save thg 1985:
jobs that have been lost recently? What did he do over the SA 1o, her numbers will be maintained.
Brewing incident? Absolutely nothing. In fact, | point out that .
the people who wanted to get to the Premier and put a cad¥hat have they been slashing—over 1 200 of them before the
to him could not even get to the Premier until after theMOSt recent cutbacks. In 1982 they promised:
announcement had been made public; they could not get We will halt funding cuts to our public hospitals.
access to the Premier. In 1982 they promised:
Who, from this Government, went off to save Homestake  oyr major goal will be to get South Australians back to work in
from moving its head office out of South Australia? The a productive way.
answer is no-one. Who went to ABB Power Transmission tqyhat s the record? Something like 40 000 more South
save 80 jobs leaving South Australia? No-one. Who has beegystralians are out of work. In 1985 they promised:
to Pirelli Cables to save the loss of something like 70 or 80 South Australia is up and running. With the people behind us, our
jobs out of South Australia? The answer is no-one. Who wWenfycqvery is a reality. It's all coming together. '
to Email to stop the transfer of 400 jobs in the washing
machine division from South Australia across to New SoutH WO.U|d suggest not only have the wheels fallen off, but the
Wales? The answer is no-one. This Government has sat thet89'"€ has fa]len out, we have run out of gas and we have a
on its hands throughout the royal commission and did nothir;g'scred.'t?d driver. In 1989 they promised the people of South
on the State Bank; it is doing nothing now to save the loss ustralia: S ) ) )
jobs out of South Australia. South Australia is widely regarded as a safe place in which to live
The Hon. B.C. Eastick interjecting: and work. )
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | have already said that the In 1982 they promised:
Minister of Primary Industries is by far the outstanding We will work with our farmers to reduce costs and expand
Minister of a very bad bunch, although | do challenge him markets.
What has the Minister done to curb the mounting primaryl could go on and on. This Government’s promises have
industry debt and crisis in South Australia? Even he has don@eant absolutely nothing over the past 11 years. | wonder
precious little on that issue. What has his Government donavhat promises we are about to get as we face another
for instance, to make sure there is tourism infrastructurelection. You can almost hear the words coming through
developed in South Australia? Again, | say ‘absolutelynow: ‘More jobs, new industry, new investment for South
precious little’. Australia, new golden opportunities, the golden era is about
As | said earlier, the Government has now decided to statb dawn upon us. We will reduce the waiting lists in our
to appoint its cronies, the Labor Party cronies, to more senidfospitals. We will give you more teachers. We will give you
positions within the Public Service, and put them in on fivebetter education.’
year contracts or permanent positions, so that when there is That is the sort of trifling stuff they have put up election
a change of Government members opposite have their Labafter election, with no regard whatsoever for any credibility
cronies in key positions throughout the public sector. That isis to whether or not they will deliver. The facts are they will
an absolute disgrace. As a result of that, | have written to thaot.
Premier (he indicated during Question Time today that he had This Labor Government, for the past 11 years, has been
my letter) and pointed out a number of things, but I put aan absolute disgrace. It has let down South Australians; it has
specific request to him that he immediately stop making suchestroyed our economy; it has lost our money; and it has lost
appointments, that he abide by the Westminster system ejur jobs. The quicker it goes, the better it will be for all South
Parliament, and in fact make sure that no political appointAustralians. | am sure that the quicker the election is brought
ments are being made to senior positions or Labor Partyn, the quicker South Australians can start to rebuild their
cronies being upgraded within the public sector immediately.onfidence and the economy.
prior to the election.
| refer to the Minister of Business and Regional Develop- The Hon. T.H. HEMMINGS (Napier): | support the
ment, who thinks he is really the dazzler, and is prepared tmotion. Before | move into the theme of my contribution to
make a commitment of taxpayers’ money via the Grand Prixhe Address in Reply debate, | put to the House that the
Board of $1.3 million to get Michael Jackson here in SouthMinister of Primary Industries and the Leader of the Opposi-
Australia. What an appalling set of priorities, when in facttion have one common problem: too often they have a rush
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of blood to the head, too often they have a desire for publicitya thravawayline, | take it—and tried to get it intélansard

at all costs and too often they lose their marbles. would know the kind of person the Leader of the Opposition
Members interjecting: is—the man who professes to be a future Premier of this
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! State. In that regard, | am glad that | am going out of this

The Hon. T.H. HEMMINGS: Mr Deputy Speaker, you place, because | could think of at least four others who could
know that this is my last speech on the Address in Reply. Wear the mantle of the Leader of the Liberal Party with
noticed that when you made your contribution, Sir, youintegrity, pride and credibility and, whilst | may not agree
started by saying that it was your last Address in Replywith their politics, | agree with the way they carry out their
speech. However, you will continue in another place. Beingpolitical and personal lives. | will not name those four, but
a very fine advocate for the working class men and womethey know whom | mean. We had the alternative Leader
of this State, you will be representing their views in the otheiplaying cheap political tricks to get intdansarda throw-
place. This is my last speech on the Address in Reply: yoaway line from the Minister on the front bench. | have no
will hear no more from me in this forum; it will be my final time for the Minister on the front bench politically, but I will
chapter. back him up as a Minister. But he does not need it.

Judging by the one minute that | have been into this One would be completely deluding oneself if one did not
debate, members opposite are quite pleased that this is ntlyink the Government’s standing in the community at the
final Address in Reply contribution. Indeed, there are som@resent time was very poor. It has been dented very badly by
members on this side—in particular, the Minister of Primaryevents involving the State Bank, the SGIC and other corpo-
Industries—who would like to think that this is my last rate disasters. Putting aside who was responsible for those
contribution. But | should like to think that there are othersdisasters, they reflect only the corporate greed syndrome that
outside who would be saddened by the fact that no more withas engulfed not only this State or this country but the whole
| be able to make speeches in this House. | should like tof the Western world since the early 1980s.
think that in two weeks, when those gentle readers of Respectable bankers became corporate cowboys. In the
Hansard open the volume and read that this is my finalprivate sector, shareholders were very happy at the increased
contribution, their pulse will quicken, their heart will flutter dividends and did not even question the motives of those
and they may feel a little more than sadness. | should also likeeople charged to invest on their behalf. It was likewise with
to think that they look upon the member for Napier as the on€&overnments: as long as the dividends were coming in,
person who is not afraid to stand up and say in this House th@overnments tended to overlook the warning signs. The
kinds of things that they want to hear, not the kind of rubbistproperty market became the key to massive financial killings.
that we have heard from the Leader of the Opposition.  If a person was in the property market, banks fell over

When | was thinking of what theme to work around in thisthemselves to lend that person money.
debate, | was tempted, it being my last one, to be scathing of Much blame has been put on Governments—in particular
certain members of Parliament, very much in the style of théhe Federal Government—because of the high interest rates.
former Senator Walsh. The member for Kavel is well awareYet, during hearings by the Select Committee on Rural
of the way that the former Senator Walsh could carry onFinance, which you, Sir, so ably chaired, we heard evidence
Indeed, it was indicative of the way in which he made histhat banks were going out to rural communities, to the
final speech. If | recall, he gave more curry to members offiarmers, and twisting their arms to have them borrow money
his own side of politics than to others. However, on reflecand making no pretence—not looking at the reserves of

tion, it did not seem right. caution that banks should have when dealing with the rural
The Hon. T.R. Groom interjecting: sector. They went out of their way to get farmers to borrow
The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting: money. If anyone opposite does not believe me, they ought
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | call the Leader to to talk to the member for Eyre about how the banks treated
order. farmers.

The Hon. T.H. HEMMINGS: Itis not my style. So, for Those bankers knew full well that the day of reckoning
my last hurrah, my speech will be of a more whimsical andvould come. Well, the day of reckoning did come and the
reflective nature in the hope that more members opposite-fesults have been horrific. | am putting aside the private
because there are a few members opposite who listen to whadnks’ bad debts, our own State Bank’s problems that, as
| say and view me in a kindly light—will pay heed to what they were unravelled, became a nightmare. As a result the
| say. community wants revenge, and who can deny that? They

I might upset some of my colleagues on this side when vant revenge and that revenge will be extracted at the next
start talking about why this Government is in trouble. | wouldelection.
like to think that it does not come as a surprise to members Hopefully, as a Labor member of Parliament | would like
opposite that this is the first time | have stood up ando think that we could withstand that revenge and stay on this
criticised the Government. | do it on numerous occasions. side of the Chamber. However, it is on the cards if one

The Hon. Dean Brown:On a point of order, Mr Deputy follows the latest opinion polls and believes implicitly that
Speaker, there was an interjection from the front bench of théhat will not happen. But that is the problem, because in
House to the effect that, because they have got members-extracting that revenge members of the community may find

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: There is no point of order. thatthose day to day services that they come to expect from

The honourable member for Napier. Government will no longer be there. They will go.
The Hon. T.H. HEMMINGS: | deviate from my— What worries me is that if the Liberals do get in at the next
An honourable member interjecting: election their policy will be debt reduction regardless of who

The Hon. T.H. HEMMINGS: Not from my prepared suffers. It will be the little people, the disadvantaged, the
text. Anyone sitting in the gallery who heard the way theweak and those who are not the Liberal Party’s natural
alternative Premier tried to capitalise on a thawvayline by  constituency who will suffer the most. Liberal Ministers will
the Minister on the front bench—I did not hear it, but it wasbe judged to be the most successful by the way they slash
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their individual portfolios. Jobs will go. We talk about the their articles of incorporation so that they could not exist. So

reduction in the number of jobs that is happening in this Statéet us face it: women’s health centres will get the chop

atthe present time, but that is nothing compared to what wilstraight away.

happen if the Liberal Party gets into Government. All this  Again, according to the member for Adelaide—and most

will be done in the name of the new god: debt reduction. Jikely all his colleagues—if you cannot afford to send your
Let me just pick on one area, namely, community healttkids to a private dentist to get some form of shape in their

and family services. | could give the House, even nowteeth so that they will stand a better chance in future life and

countless examples of where services in the northern suburhst face ridicule, hard luck! So, all those school dental clinics

could be improved. The Minister responsible for thosewill close.

services would agree with me because he shares the seatan honourable member interjecting:

adjacent but, if the Minister (and | was heartened to hear his  Tha Hon. T.H. HEMMINGS: The member for Hanson

ministerial statement of what has been spent in the COMMUR; ks, But, as | said, | am on the record as saying what will

ity), as a result of this Government's attitgde to re‘?lucmgnappen if the Liberals get in. | would like to think—and |

debt, is faced with cuts, | know that he will, at all times, know | will—that | will be the one who is proved to be

ensure that essential services in the area of health and .o

community services will be maintained at a reasonable level .. . . : : ;

not just in the northern suburbs but throughout this State. hgtﬁ ;F?hgatggalhlégiﬁgﬁwg hatall c_:otmmunlt%_serwges, )
But, what would happen if the Liberals won? Let me refer.. ey ed or assist In providing educa

to the ’Liberal spokesperson on health WhO.iS a doctor tional advice on better social living, are always seen as

K X Y ' pandering to the masses. It has never been on its agenda. To
wealthy person, with that impeccable Liberal background. o' ipo 215 child-care has always been sending your little
do not say that in a derogatory way; there are certain peop

who are natural entrants into the Liberal Party, as there ar, 'L?dfg ;gotlr;'g é(;rrldl)f/ Véﬁ”fﬁﬂ:;%?é’iiﬁﬁ tgr%srt] i rjgﬁ”tg_
in the Labor Party. However, that person has all the impec: y -y 9

cable credentials for being an administrator for health in %g{ﬁ}gﬂngg:f’"?eou have had it. That is the Liberal Party's

Liberal Government. But, to the member for Adelaide, if you . . .
y I notice that the member for Bragg—who will following

are a young boy or girl and you have a speech problem you . 8 ;
go to a private speech therapist. If you cannot afford it, hard€: | think—has made a few notes. | would like him to stand

luck: you will have a speech impediment for the rest of yourtP and say on behalf of the Liberal Party—and | do not know
life. what portfolio he will have because he seems to have changed
So, one of the first casualties in community health in théespons_lblhnes quite often—tha_at all the pre_dlctlons | have
school system will be the speech therapy program. Now; | caffi@de will not happen. | would like to hear him say so.
argue that there are insufficient speech therapists throughout ! would like to turn to the Leader of the Opposition. We
this State, but what they are doing is very good, and th&ll know about the Liberal's polling, which it got through
Liberal Party have no reason to keep that on. That will goStokes King DDB and which has shown that swinging voters
Mark my words. | will be out of this place, but | will be find the Leader of the Opposition as wishy-washy, phoney
writing to the Advertiserif the Liberals do get in to say, /I @nd to have no new ideas and to be negative. He is seen as
told you so, because there will be no speech therapy prografving no guts, no policies and nothing positive to say about

in our schools. South Australia. He was described by some as being a
An honourable member interjecting: cardboard cutout who was not a leader.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | callthe memberfor ~ They are swinging voters. | do not necessarily subscribe
Kavel to order. to any of those opinions of him: | think he is a sight worse,
Mr Olsen interjecting: but that is that. But the swinging voters did not say anything
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! about the Leader’s attitude to the unemployed. In his

The Hon. T.H. HEMMINGS: According to the member contribution this afternoon the Leader waxed lyrical about his
for Adelaide, you do not have to have public servants ougoncern for the unemployed. Let me say this: his past record
there giving dietary advice to school children. If mummy andbelies that sympathy and understanding for the unemployed.
daddy had not taught you how to eat the correct food, if See two members opposite, the member for Kavel and the
mummy and daddy could not put the right food on the tablemember for Mount Gambier, who were in the previous
hard luck because, according to the Liberals, they do not wishiberal Administration. In 1979 under the South Australian
to intervene in the family. If you have a mother and fatherGovernment, under both Dunstan and Corcoran, the State
who do not know anything about diet control or the rightUnemployment Relief Scheme was run through local
advice about what to give children, then it is hard luck. Thos@overnment.
public servants giving dietary advice to school kids willgo;  The Leader of the Opposition was then the member for
they will be on the job scrap heap. Davenport, and | recall that on one occasion he officially

Those members who disagree with that should remembeapened the Burnside Rugby Club’s new premises, built under
the stories we had to endure from the member for Coles whethe SUR scheme, proudly applauding the program, the skills
she was the Minister of Health about how we had to eat ait gave the unemployed, the facilities for the community, etc.
apple a day, wholemeal bread and citrus fruit and live with/\VVe also know that as local member he went out of his way
our windows open. We had to suffer it weekly and that wago support those schemes when they were in his electorate,
the way the member for Coles operated when she was yet, at the same time, as the incoming Minister of Labour
Minister. responsible for the State Unemployment Relief Scheme, he

Will women'’s health centres survive? Will they hell! The was busily dismantling it, putting submissions to Cabinet for
first thing the member for Coles tried to do when she becamtie Tonkin Government, under his responsibility as Minister
the Minister of Health was to close them down. When sheof Labour, to have nothing more to do with the State Unem-
found she could not close them down, she tried to changpgloyment Relief Scheme.
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So much for his care for the unemployed, particularly the  Mr INGERSON (Bragg): In supporting this motion |
long-term unemployed. When he was Minister of Labour, ouwould like first to pass on my personal condolences to Lady
current Leader of the Opposition deliberately and wilfully Laucke and her family. When [ first joined the Liberal Party
wound down the State Unemployment Relief Scheme. | caim Salisbury, we had a meeting in a restaurant and Sir Condor
only surmise that the member for Kavel and the member focame along and addressed that meeting and, from that day on
Mount Gambier, who were in Cabinet at that time, agreedand this is a measure of the man), every time | met him he
with that philosophy. If they did not, | would like to hear remembered my name and recognised who | was and my
them stand up and say that their Leader was wrong when hiesvolvement in the Liberal Party. Very few people have that
dismantled that scheme. But when there were very limiteattribute, not only to be able to recognise people but also to
funds under their control, where did those funds go? They didnderstand them and be a gentleman, as he was. | pass on my
not go into the western suburbs; they did not go into theeondolences to Lady Rose, because | had the privilege on
northern suburbs or into the southern suburbs; they wemhany occasions of being involved with her and Sir Condor
towards upgrading the Burnside Town Hall. That is wherdn ethnic matters, particularly as they related to the German
they went. community. Sir Condor did a marvellous job for the com-

And where was the Burnside Town Hall? In the seat ofmunity. He was a fantastic man, a great politician for the
Davenport. And who represented the seat of Davenport? Tﬂéberal Party and a marvellous representative of his commun-
current Leader of the Opposition. That shows what the Leadd®- )
of the Opposition thinks of the unemployed. He supported | also take the opportunity to pass on my condolences to
them openly when they were in his electorate but privatelythe Hudson family. I knew Hugh only as a golfer, not as a

as soon as he had the power, opposed them by cutting off tieember of Parliament. | had the privilege of playing against
money and putt|ng the unemp|0yed on the scrap heap' him on several occasions when he played for the Marino Golf

h Club. I think I won once and lost on the other occasion. | did

Qot know him as a member of Parliament, but | take this

opportunity to convey my condolences to his family as well.

The Address in Reply debate gives me the opportunity to
k about a few issues that relate to the electorate that |
depresent. Initially, | would like to talk about two principal

House with the story of Lynton Crosby. The member forareas: planning issues as they relate to urban consolidation
Mount Gambier will be aware of Lynton Crosby, who was and the difficulty currently being faced in my electorate

the endorsed Liberal candidate for Norwood at the 198%egarding the CFS and MFS. First, in relation to planning, the

election. He was a member of the political staff of the the urnside area is principally made up of many large urban
Minister of Education, the present member for Mount locks which contain homes of a large physical nature. Those
Gambier ’ homes are slowly being sold and the land broken up under

Xxisting urban consolidation plans. Whilst that consolidation
Lynton Crosby openly canvassed the electorate o

J i s supported in principle by the Government, one difficulty
Norwood. Not only was this in Government time and on thethat it creates for the community is that these blocks, instead
Government payroll but he actually drove a Government ¢

hile h doina it. S h he Leader qivina th f being broken up into units of four, in some instances are
whiie he was omg? It fo, we ”a(\j/ett) e e?her giving t es'ﬁeing broken up into units of eight or nine. The Burnside
outrageous examples of so-called abuse of the system on tRSuncil has no opportunity under the existing Act to control
side. But it gets worse. When Lynton Crosby had to resigny, t type of excessive urban consolidation.
to stand for the seat (and he was forced to do that because ofaln some instances, the blocks are so large that breaking
the Electqral .ACt)' what d'.d the Liberal Government dq? them up into units of eight or nine is fair and reasonable, but
took on his wife and appointed her to a ministerial position

e in other instances that is not so. In my view and in the view
I(\)/Ir;cthhaeels\t/\?ivsc()); the then Minister of Transport, the HON. ¢ 4he council that is causing some undesirable consolidation

) which could in the future have the opportunity to develop into

I do not have time to go on to any more, but on the staffyrhan slum. I do not believe that that will occur but the
of the Minister of Education at that time there were about 3Gotential is there. This area of planning needs to be more
persons. Whether those 30 people were considered sufficieflbsely looked at so that, whilst the principle of urban
to give the member for Mount Gambier advice or whether the;onsolidation, which | support, may be continued, local
then Minister of Education’s portfolio was considered to begovernmen[ can have more ﬂexib”ity in saying what should
the bucket to put all their mates in while they were sortinggr should not occur within its own council district.
them out, | do not know; perhaps we might be able to explore | know that can create problems in terms of overall
that at some other time. There is the hypocrisy. The Liberalg|anning, but it seems to me that in this instance there is the
abused every trick while they were in Government, inneed for a little bit of commonsense, because in my view no
particular in the closing stages of the Government, but, inocal council would deliberately set out to enable develop-
their attempts to denigrate this Government, they conveniment to occur in its area that is not to the long-term benefit
ently forget all that. of that area. So, urban consolidation, the way in which it is

Now, | might telephone Lynton Crosby, who | understandoccurring and the lack of ability of local government to have
is now Director of the Liberal Party in Queensland. | mighta greater say is a major issue.
phone up and say, ‘Lynton, is it true?’ But we know it is true. | now turn briefly to the issue concerning the CFS and the
There we had a candidate working for the Liberal PartyMFS. In the top end of the electorate of Bragg we have the
being paid by the then Liberal Government, driving aCFS which principally controls the hills face zone. Members
Government car, all in the interests of democracy. Whateverho were here on both Ash Wednesdays, particularly the first
the Liberal Party says | take with a pinch of salt, usually, bubne, would remember the havoc that was created at the top
this time it stinks. end of Greenhill Road. It was the work of the CFS in

In my remaining seven minutes | would like to deal wit
an item that came up today in Question Time in regard to thi
fallacy that the Liberal Party is putting about that ministerial
assistants or defeated members of Parliament are being giv: rr
safe jobs in the Public Service. It seems that there are sor’r‘?@
very short memories around, and | would like to regale th
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Burnside, Campbelltown and Mount Lofty that kept thatment of Dr Cullum to the Minister. | believe that that is the
devastation to a minimum. We all know that it was a tragicsituation because in my investigations in the past few days
disaster but it was kept from being a maximum disastenot only have | found that five of the six employer representa-
through the magnificent support and involvement of the CFSves supported Margaret Farrow but | understand that at least
in that area. two of the union representatives on the board also privately
Unfortunately, in districts such as Bragg, which is on thesupport Margaret Farrow because of her excellent work in the
edge of the suburban sprawl, we have this difficult situatiorposition.
with the MFS controlling about 90 per cent of the electorate | suggest that the UTLC has stepped in, wanting some-
and the CFS involving itself in less than 10 per cent. Locabody appointed to that board who would see the involvement
government, which does not want to put any more money intof the employees through a better light than the professional-
the CFS, is now also involved. So, there is this difficultyism that Miss Margaret Farrow expressed with her position
between CFS volunteers and the paid staff of the MFS. | don that board. To back up my suggestion that that is the case
not believe that there is a disagreement between the voluand that the Minister has been implicated in some way in this
teers and the paid staff on this issue, but the difficulty lies irmatter, | point out to the House that in the past few years Dr
the area of funding, and we now have the problem of theCullum has received in excess of $250 000 in payments from
threat of possible closure of the CFS unit in the BurnsideNorkCover; his file has been and is still being investigated
district. by the fraud section; and he was involved in a very special
Itis my wish and that of all concerned that the CFS remairand deep investigation into thermography, which was
active in the area, but to do that a future Government wilpractised by the late Dr Dale Thomas and found | understand
have to make sure that there is adequate funding for the CHS the court to have ripped off the system for millions of
in its fringe area involvement. That is a major area of concermlollars. Dr Cullum’s practises are questioned by the medical
in terms of the funding and survival of the CFS as well as thgrofession at the moment, and | believe that the Minister not
maintenance of the MFS activity in the metropolitan area obnly knew that at the time of the appointment but is now very
the electorate of Bragg. It is a difficult situation and fundingmuch aware of the fact that Dr Cullum’s appointment has
is principally the issue. | believe the State Government needseen a wrong appointment and it should be reversed.

to be more involved in these difficult transitional areas. | do not very often receive letters from WorkCover
I now refer to an issue that | brought before the House lastmployees. However, | received a letter this week, as follows:
week. It relates to the appointment of Dr Cullum to the | jie many other WorkCover employees, was appalled when Dr

WorkCover board. In his reply to the question last week thebavid Cullum was appointed by the WorkCover board. Dr Cullum
Minister stated that there were some members of the Workwas the subject of a major investigation by WorkCover in conjunc-
Cover boar‘d representing employers Who Supported U'.On with other fraud inVeStigatiOn faCiIitieS, and for reasons Only the

) : : orkCover board can answer, the prosecution was not proceeded
Cullum’s appointment. | was surprised by that statement ith. Dr Cullum was associated with the late Dr Dale Thomas of

the time and | made the effort to speak to all of the employethermography fame. After many years of ‘bleeding’ millions of
board representatives. | found that in fact ‘'some’ meant onejollars from the workers compensation system the court finally
and that, of the six pe0p|e who represented associations égcided that Dr Thomas'’s unqrthodox medical practices of ther-
the board, five of those nominees through their emp|oye\r%109raphy and electromagnetic therapy were not compensatable

L i ursuant to the Workers Compensation Act. . .

associations supported the nomination of Margaret Farro ) ) : i )
and a sixth person supported the nomination of Dr Cu”umThe letter continues in relat|pn to other |SSUe_S. As | Sald, there

The Minister's statement in itself is not that important, and@re not very many occasions that | receive letters from
‘some’ meaning one could be interpreted as not being all that/orkCover employees saying that something smells in the
far out of the ballpark, although it is my view that ‘some’ System. | think that the Minister, instead of flippantly
means a lot more than one. The interesting fact is that on @swering the question that | asked last week in this House,
March this year when writing to all of the employer associa-Should instigate a major investigation into the role of Dr
tions about the nominations to this rehabilitation position orfcullum, as he currently practices in the WorkCover system,
the WorkCover board, the Minister said: and he should make sure that as soon as possible he is

At present Miss Margaret Farrow is the deputy to Professor Smitherm)\/(':'d from the k_)oard and replaced by a more .SLf'Fable
and as she is a longstanding member of the board it is considered tH$grson, such as Miss Margaret Farrow, who was initially
Miss Farrow would be a suitable replacement for Professor Smitsupported by the Minister, as | said earlier today, and
who has moved interstate. supported by not only the employers on that board but also
The letter goes on to say that the Minister wanted theifmany people who are involved with the employee organisa-
opinion. Here we have the Minister on 3 March this yeartions that are represented on the board.
saying that the person who had been a long serving deputy of While | am talking about WorkCover, | would like to
Professor Smith should be the person nominated to theention a couple of other issues that are causing massive
WorkCover board. It is interesting is it not how Dr Cullum concern in the community, and in that regard | refer to the
suddenly became involved. A couple of weeks later theClassification Review Panel. | received a letter this morning
Minister again wrote to all of the nominating people, sayingfrom a company that has had its request for review before that
that suddenly Dr Cullum had come out of the woodwork, hergpanel since January this year. | was absolutely staggered to
is hiscurriculum vitag what is your opinion? It was at that see the first sentence of that letter, because it referred to an
point that the five people wrote to the Minister and said, ‘Weapology from the WorkCover panel, which said, ‘Look, we
believe Margaret Farrow, who has been an excellent deputyave been a bit busy, and | am sorry that it is 6 months ago
and on many occasions has appeared at the board, shouldthat you wrote to us, but we have now decided that we are not
the nomination, as you have pointed out to us as Minister, angioing to change your current status.
we support that nomination.’ What that means to that company is for the past six

| suggest to the House that what has happened is that timeonths it has had to pay of the order of $2 000 into the
union movement has stepped in and encouraged the appoiftorkCover fund without it having any rights of appeal or
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without it having any protection. The letter goes on to say, | would like to make a few comments in relation to
‘Your sales system, even though it is owned by a differentourism and the razzle-dazzle Tourism Minister. In the past
company and has been owned that way for a long timelO years, the South Australian Government, through Tourism
unfortunately has to be linked to your manufacturing plantSA, has spent $77 million—that is, about $7 million a year—
and you have to wear the fact that they are in the samen marketing tourism in South Australia. That is a pretty
category’. | have spoken on occasions in this House about tHancy sum of money. But, when you spend that sort of
whole classification system, and here is another example ofioney—and it is fairly normal business practice—you should
a company which has two totally different businesses but hameasure the success of the expenditure, particularly when you
been forced by the bureaucracy of WorkCover into payingre spending that money on selling South Australia. Three
excessive levies on one of its enterprises. major measurements are used in the tourism industry, that is,
The second issue that is still causing massive problems fanternational, interstate and intrastate visitor nights—in other
business, and particularly small business, is the bonus penalyords, people who tour from overseas, from interstate and
scheme. Three months ago when this scheme was changfdm within our State. We will start off with the interesting
| told the Chairman of the board that this whole system wouldnes, that is, the international visitor nights.
work against the small businesses it was designed to protect. Having spent $77 million on marketing tourism in South
In fact, what has happened is that, if a business makes a smallstralia over the past 10 years—and this involves three
claim, its levy can increase by at least twice the amount it waMinisters—our market share from international visitor nights
paying before—far in excess of the claim that it made. Wehas gone from an 8.5 per cent peak in 1985 to 4.9 per cent.
now have a system which is far more reactive to small claims# figure of 2.9 per cent of international visitors from Japan
than the previous one. When | said that to the Chairman afome to South Australia, yet nearly 40 per cent go to
the board he said, ‘That is a lot of nonsense; that is not th@ueensland. We have spent $77 million making sure that our
case.’ In my office we receive up to 20 phone calls a weeknarket share has gone down 40 per cent. Our interstate
from individuals complaining about the bonus penaltymovements are about the same; they are about 8.5 per cent
scheme, a scheme, as | said, that is supposed to benefit snaadld our intrastate movements go up and down between 7.9
business but does nothing but work against it. per cent and 8.5 per cent. So, they are not too bad.
As an aside, one of the things that has been reported to me In terms of international visitor nights, where it is
is that small businesses are not making claims because of théstimated that, for every visitor we have, we potentially
bonus penalty system. As you would know, Mr Deputycreate 17 jobs, we have dropped 40 per cent. In the same
Speaker, from your experience in the workplace, some gberiod, this Government announced $600 million worth of
these workers compensation claims are long term and realfgiled tourism projects. Three times it has announced
do not start to develop until 12 to 18 months after theydevelopments at Glenelg: Jubilee Point, Patawalonga and
occurred. They can be reported at that time, particularly as Marineland. Every single one has failed. We have had
relates to back injuries and other muscular-skeletal injuriesgnnounced two quite fantastic developments at Mount Lofty,
and they can become significantly worse. Here we have marlyoth with and without cable car, but neither one of them has
small businesses taking a risk on that first small claimgot up. We have had St Michaels released so many times by
potentially leaving themselves open to long-term claimantshe previous Minister of glitz and glamour that you would
and risks because the bonus penalty scheme does not fairigver know whether we will ever have it happen again.
reflect the small claims that quite regularly occur. More things have been announced in tourism that have
The other point | would like to make on WorkCover never come about than is the case in any other portfolio in
relates to the reporting of injuries. | have been involved forthis Parliament. We have had developments mentioned for
the past six months with a transport company in Whyalla thaSellicks Beach, Tandanya, and the Barossa Valley. There was
sent in an original claim form stating it did not believe thetalk of that magnificent OPHIX development at Wilpena.
accident in question occurred on the date specified. Th&hat has only another six months before it must be developed
company wrote that on the original claim, stating that it didand nothing has occurred.
not believe that the accident occurred at work. Three years There are $600 million worth of tourism projects and
later that same firm has been told that WorkCover does natothing has happened. With respect to marketing, $77 million
have a copy of that original comment. WorkCover is sayinghas been spent and we have gone down by 40 per cent in
to the transport operator, ‘Look, we accepted the claim somiaternational visitors. What business in this State would spend
three years ago and it is irrelevant whether you dispute it. 1$77 million, go downhill and then say, ‘Gee, we have a great
is irrelevant whether you said to us that that person happend@urism Commission in South Australia’? It is an absolute
to be on jury duty the day that they claimed that they were ajpke. We are a joke in every State of this country. We cannot
work. We are notinterested in those facts because we do neven convince the Australian Tourism Commission that it
have anything in our system that substantiates that claimshould spend money on promoting South Australia.
Fortunately, the employer happens to be rather fastidious and The last film done overseas did not even include South
has a filing system which shows he sent the claim in, and iAustralia; it included Queensland, Victoria, Western
is all there. Australia, Tasmania and New South Wales but no South
Unfortunately, with WorkCover this is not a one-off Australia. Yetwe spent$77 millionin 10 years for no result,
example, and it goes back to those horrendous early day® accountability, nothing; it is a disgrace.
when claims just used to disappear, when phone calls were We have a Minister who races around saying, ‘We will
never returned and when all sorts of difficulties were createtiave ambassadors; we will have Lange. Let me put the real
for the employers in trying to work out whether there was astory on the record. The Minister picked me up one night for
claim and what were their responsibilities. This sort ofa tourism convention and he said, ‘Graham, it really upset me
problem is still going on at WorkCover and is a major issuebecause when | was in New Zealand announcing Lange as the
of administration that must be cleared up and will be cleare@mbassador your face was on the front page and not mine.’
up when there is a change of Government. That is what the real story is all about. It is not about me
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interfering with international trade. It is about the fact that itour fingertips. If members want any proof of that, they should
was my face on the front page of thiew Zealand Agand  go and ask any small business operators in South Australia
not the Minister’s. about the struggle they are having making ends meet. Yet still
But fancy having a failed Prime Minister of New Zealand the Government is in a state of denial as to the economic
as the ambassador; a mate of the Minister trying to selfircumstances facing this State.
tourism when he [Minister] cannot even get it rightin South | suppose a good analogy to use would be that of an
Australia. Why would you have a failed New Zealand alcoholic: if there is no admission of being in such a state,
Minister bothering to do it? What is the real story behind thethen the clawing back to sober stability cannot even begin, let
whole promotion of tourism. As far as ambassadors aralone be successful. That is where we sit today. But we have
concerned we have had Sir James Hardy; Maggie Beean added complication in dealing with Labor’s stance—the
whom | recommended; Michele Fielke, whom | said heweak excuses that Ministers make for our situation, excuses
should put in some two to three months ago; and who are the&hich avoid any responsibility for the damage that has been

rest? No-one would know. inflicted. These excuses also add up to blatant denial of the
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable obvious. Inthe process, they are damaging in the extreme.
member’s time has expired. Only last week—and | am glad that the Minister of

Recreation and Sport is on the front bench—I heard Minister

Mr OLSEN (Kavel): In responding to the Address in Crafter discussing the decay of the State’s racing industry in
Reply, | would like to join others in acknowledging the atelevision report. He made an outrageous comment which,
contribution to the South Australian community of Sir to me, summed up Labor’s attitude to South Australia. He
Condor Laucke, an eminent person and, as many have saidd the audacity to say that, in a small State such as South
during the proceedings of the House, a humble man but a makustralia, we had to accept, and | repeat, ‘had to accept’, that
who earned the respect of his peers. For someone from sutte good people, the best people, in sport and business would
a humble start to finish up as President of the Senate, the thisgek to leave for greener pastures overseas and interstate.
most senior position in Australia, is something for which heWhat an admission! The white flag is up. The Government
and his now surviving family can be justly proud. He servedss not prepared to battle for those people: it just accepts that
that position with great distinction as a South Australian andhey will go to other pastures, rather than make greener
importantly as someone holding that high office in representpastures here in South Australia to keep them and retain their
ing the Australian people. To Lady Laucke and her childrerexpertise, their professionalism, within our own midst. He
| extend my sympathy and condolences. calmly accepted that as an inevitable fact.

| did not personally know Hugh Hudson but he was a giant ~ Yet it is a symptom of what we have come to understand
not only in stature but in the way in which he bestrode theunder Labor and something that | believe is totally unaccept-
South Australian political scene. He left an indelible mark orable. | do not want my children to have to go interstate or
South Australian politics and made a significant contributionoverseas to get job security. Why cannot we create job
as many have said, in South Australia in signposting educapportunity for my children and their children in this State in
tion in a new era. | pass on to his surviving family my a good, viable, stable economy? Why should we not be

condolences. seeking to strive for that rather than just giving up and
accepting as an inevitable fact that people will go interstate
[Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m.] and overseas? As one of my colleagues said the other day;, it

will be cheaper to vote Liberal than migrate interstate and

Mr OLSEN: We all realise that this is the last session ofoverseas, because only by voting Liberal will you get a
Parliament before a State election and the end, itis hoped, thange of economic direction in South Australia and start
more than a decade of Labor rule. Yet, listening to theoutting the foundation under the small business community
Premier’s speech last Tuesday delivered by the Governor,ih this State to create and maintain the job opportunities for
suggest the one revealing thread to the copious and tedioyeung South Australians and future workers in South
dialogue was that even after a decade the Government hasistralia.
refused to face reality about our State’s difficulties. It is  If any politician accepts that South Australia should lose
obvious that Labor still refuses to see South Australia irthe best intelligence and skills simply because it is small, how
anything but isolation. It does not yet accept that, to be partioes that person equate Singapore’s economic strength with
of the rest of the world, we have to put away our naivejts size? It was both a damaging and ludicrous public
amateurish, parochial and economic bumblings and play bgtatement to make and it displayed Labor's mentality of
the rules of the main game—not the domestic market anjetting it all wash over because it is easier than doing
more but the international market. We have to embrace thanything about it.
future and not shrink from change. We have to strive for As the Arthur D. Little report said, we have had 10 years
commercial success and profit, not consider them capitalistsf lost opportunity, 10 years of wrong policy direction, 10
profanities as Labor has done consistently, and we have fgears of ignoring reality and fact, 10 years of not looking
encourage our business as our one life line, not strangle after the small business community—the engine room, to
ignore it as Labor has done in equal proportions. qguote former Premier, John Bannon, in election policy

But this week of Parliament has already displayed that thepeeches, of the South Australian economy. Labor was
Government has massive difficulty in coming to terms withprepared not to fuel the engine room but to suck it dry with
what must be done to set the course which will chart econontaxes and charges and costly regulations. It was not prepared
ic recovery for South Australia. It has been said time ando back the theory that a profitable, wealthy business
again about economic direction that, once you see the rockspmmunity is the way to create and generate jobs. Rather, the
it is already too late for evasive action. It is being a realistLabor Party, along with what is unfortunately the Australian
not a knocker, to state that in South Australia we have hit thattitude, believes that, if someone makes a profit, the first
rocks, sunk the ship and now we are clinging to the rocks byguestion to be asked is, ‘Who did you rip off to make the
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profit?’, not, ‘How did you do it? Perhaps if | follow that When it comes to business investment and development,
example |, too, can be successful and have a wealthyye are not even on the fading edges of the radar screen: we
profitable business which in turn will create jobs.” Whenare off the screen as far as those boardrooms are concerned.
businesses have been profitable, Parliaments in this countily many respects, we are not even in existence as far as they
have introduced a host of consumer laws and a range of othare concerned. We have become inconsequential, except for
legislation to make sure that one never has the chance tar small market share of goods, which is generally taken to
make a profit again. We have strangled business, in particulie between 6 and 10 per cent. Until we face those facts,
small business. That is why we have the high levels opainful as they may be, how can we assess how we can
unemployment and long unemployment queues in this Statecover? Until we accept that we must knock down the
and country. artificial barricades between us and the rest of the nation and
To return to the Minister's comment about people goingthe world, and see ourselves as part of a team, how will we
interstate and overseas for greener pastures and having@ger be able to recover and put the right policy directions in
accept that these people will leave South Australia, | point ouplace?
that it denies world trends. An economic study from the Let us take an example, Mr Speaker, to which | have
United States indicates: referred publicly and in a question to the Deputy Premier and
The greatest growth areas in commercial and residential redflinister of Mineral Resources. It relates to the ethane gas
estate are probably going to increasingly be the smaller towns artthat is currently required to be stored in the ground in the

cities outside the huge congestion of metropolitan areasewill Moomba gas region as a result of 1985 legislation. The
be seeing a new general trend in migration [to those smaller town, - :
and cities]. We moved from the cities to the suburbs in the Iasﬁeputy Premier and Treasurer refuses to release our large gas

technology cycle of the 1900s. In the cycle coming up we will sed'€serves because he believes that we have ‘unsecured long-
another migration to small towns and cities for safety, securityterm availability of gas’. He says, time and again, that it is
education, quality of life and quality of environment. New technolo-gurs. | agree with that: it is our gas in the ground. But we

gies are going to allow people to work more at home or to relocat
divisions of companies—software divisions, financial divisions—out(have not made any use of that gas for the past 20 years.

in smaller towns and outer suburbs so people do not have to live in  The Dunstan Government started talking about a petro-
New York City or San Francisco or their bedroom communities. chemical plant at Redcliff in the 1970s. The Government is

That is the trend overseas and undeniably it can be the trergdll talking about a petrochemical plant in the northern part
that we establish in South Australia if there is a will to do it of Spencer Gulf. In the meantime, it is requiring the gas
and the right policy direction to attract business and industrproducers to store the ethane gas in the ground at a cost to
to this State as we did in the 1950s and 1960s. In the 197d80se producers, and we as a State are not getting any value
and 1980s, we destroyed that incentive by increasing the levand gross domestic product out of it—when there is a buyer
of taxes and charges and regulations and costs in Sout@r that gas, who will generate something like 1 000 jobs in
Australia so that those businesses that were here manufdbis State and a royalty income over the next 10 years of a
turing white goods and a range of other products servicing th@inimum of $25 million to $30 million. What are we to do:
domestic markets of Australia found it no longer competitiveSit on this gas, always looking to the dream? Well, it is about
to establish their factories here: it was cheaper to establigine we put the dreams to one side and put reality in its place,
them in the eastern States. because it is reality that will generate jobs and economic
The member for Price shakes his head. Does he deny th@gtivity for South Australia.
we have lost 21 000 jobs in the manufacturing industry during  If the Government had not thrown away so much money
the life of the Bannon-Arnold Government? He cannot denyn bodgie contracts, like Scrimber, it would have had the
that, because it is a simple fact. Like Email, we have exportedash—an estimated $80 million—to construct a pipeline to
them to the eastern States, because it is cheaper to rurcarry the gas from Moomba to such a plant at Whyalla. There
factory there than in South Australia. If members do notwas a proposal before the Government some five or six years
understand that fundamental, they will never understand thaigo that, if that pipeline had been built by the Government
any boardroom of any company in Australia will ever putfrom infrastructure costs, we could have secured a petro-
South Australia on the map again while we have these highhemical plant for South Australia. But the Government
levels of taxes and charges and impediments to establishimgfused to do that. It spent money—some $12 million—on the
a business in this State. Central Linen Service buying tumble dryers, and on scrimber
Labor’s view is that, if it says something often enough, itand a range of other activities, instead of putting it in key
will become holy writ and, therefore, need no action. Theinfrastructure build-up for South Australia, so we could value
Arthur D. Little report clearly identified that fact. It was not add, increase our GDP and our economic activity. As Arthur
always like that, as most of us here can recall. Recerlp- Little said, and | repeat: the economic priorities of this
statistics from the Centre for Economic Studies indicate thaBovernment have been wrong. It is a decade of lost oppor-
in this State we have lost 70 per cent of our listed companieinities, and here is another example of a lost opportunity.
since 1980. In the past 12 years, 70 per cent of our listed Since 1985 we have seen Malaysia building a major
companies have gone. Worse, of the remaining 30 per cergetrochemical plant to service the South East Asia region.
a third of those, according to the centre, are not payinghat should have been our petrochemical plant, but it is not
dividends and ‘are financially distressed'. there because the Government would not put the infrastruc-
Does that look like the results of policies of a successfuture in. The Government sunk it into the timber corporation
Government? Hardly. It concerns me that in the past fiveind other activities such as that. Now we have an opportunity
years particularly South Australia has come to be seen bip realise on that asset: first, to reduce the cost to the produc-
others as irrelevant and a branch office halfway on the roadrs of having to stockpile it and store it in the ground. For
to nowhere. | do not want that said of this State, and | do novhat purpose? So the Government can go to an election and
want articles written in the Eastern States including Southalk about another petrochemical plant, recycled how many
Australia in the rust belt of this country. times? Another dream—no reality to it. Secondly, should we
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not be looking at value adding that natural asset of ours—oubp voice their opinion on your performance and your actions.

gas—in the ground in the Moomba basin? But you did not do so, because you knew what would happen:
Why not add 1 000 jobs to the employment areas of Soutljou would be thrown out. So, Mr Deputy Speaker, the

Australia? Why should not the Government generate thenembers and the Ministers decided that they would sit there

royalties to start paying back some of the State Bank debt thais long as they could and ride out their four years on the

it allowed to accumulate over the course of its stewardshigreasury benches because to do otherwise meant that they

of the Treasury benches in South Australia? But no, blind tevere coming over this side in very depleted numbers, and,

reality, push on with the dream, not put in place the rightgiven the most recent opinion polls, we would most probably

economic path and direction for South Australia. need to get cardboard cut-outs to put over this side to make
Mr Becker: They lost $131 million each. up a reasonable number of faces to look at after the next State
Mr OLSEN: Well, $131 million would have built two election.

pipelines from the Moomba gas region to Whyalla to enable Mr Becker: There will be hardly any more people than

a petrochemical plant to be built. It would have provided a lota cricket team or baseball team and they will all be Don

of offsets for a business starting up in South Australia, but th®unstans.

Government has got it wrong. It has not got it, and now itis Members interjecting:

being built in Malaysia, and as a result of that the Govern- The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

ment is not going to get a look in in that area. Mr OLSEN: Well, the new member for Napier might
An honourable member interjecting: well be the Leader of the Opposition, given the depleted
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Let the member for ranks that we see.

Kavel speak. An honourable member interjecting:

Mr OLSEN: Well, nobody can hold a candletoyouand Mr OLSEN: There is no doubt that if we are to change
your administration, Minister Crafter, in terms of pouring South Australia for the better we must make some fundamen-
money down the drain: $3.15 billion of it. You were warnedtal changes to policy direction. There is no quick fix. There
and warned, and you ignored the warnings. You walked awaig no single initiative that will turn the South Australian
from it. Like most problems of this Government and thiseconomy around. It must be a mix of a range of policy
Administration, if you have a problem, you close the door andnitiatives covering costs such as WorkCover, looking at the
wait for the problem to go away. But it did not go away. It industrial relations area, looking at enterprise agreements,
became worse because you abdicated your responsibility. Naducing the costs of taxes and charges and regulations which
only did you not have a majority of the vote in the 1989 Statampact upon business and employment opportunities.
election— We must also ensure that taxpayers get value for money

Members interjecting: in contracting out to the private sector those goods and

The Hon. T.H. HEMMINGS: Irise on a point of order. services that can be supplied at a cheaper rate than that at

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! A point of order is  which the Government currently supplies them. | believe that
being raised. The honourable member for Napier. one of the main differences between our side of this Chamber

The Hon. T.H. HEMMINGS: My point of order, Mr  and the Government'’s is that we are willing to deal with the
Deputy Speaker, is that the member for Kavel is only todrue economic situation. For that reason we have far more
aware that he should not address people across the Chamisbance of turning this State’s economy around for the good.
as ‘You': he should address them through you, Sir. If one looks at our side of the Chamber, one sees that the

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | uphold the point of order simple fact is that a number of people have been actively
and request that the member for Kavel address members loyvolved in the operations of small business. If one looks at
their titles. The member for Kavel. the current ministry one sees that none of them has run a

Mr OLSEN: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker; | take your business or employed substantial numbers of people to the
point. | want to make the point that | had started before th@xtent that they would have to worry about the pay packet of
point of order was taken: you are an illegitimate Governmentthose people each week or each month as have members on
You won Government on a minority of the vote, 48-52, andthis side, who have gained practical experience in doing so.
we well understand the screams from the Labor Party inthe The Hon. T.R. Groom interjecting:

Dunstan-Playford era in relation to that. Mr OLSEN: We have seen the lawyers’ jamboree over

Members interjecting: the past 18 months or two years.

Mr OLSEN: As it stuck in Don Dunstan’s craw whenthe  The Hon. T.R. Groom interjecting:
boundaries in the late 1960s worked against the Labor Mr OLSEN: You might be successful as a lawyer and a

Party— law firm, but you are certainly not successful as an Adminis-
The Hon. T.H. Hemmings: He took it better than you tration in terms of creating the right economic environment
did, John. for business operators.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The Hon. T.R. Groom interjecting:

Mr OLSEN: Well, the simple fact is that you were so  Mr OLSEN: You are not and you know you are not. If
embarrassed about the result of the 1989 election campaigou had any attachment to that firm of yours you would well
that you did do something about the electoral boundariesnderstand—
because you knew that you were sitting on those Treasury The Hon. T.R. Groom interjecting:
benches as an illegitimate Government and the track record Mr OLSEN: So, there is no attachment. The Minister
and performance of the Ministers and members have beatmits that on the one hand he has no attachments because
such that you should have gone to the people. Given thef his ministerial portfolio, but on the other hand he claims
identification of the appalling abdication of financial that he has this great knowledge and personal experience in
responsibility by Ministers and the Premier, and then Premieoperating a small business. The Minister cannot have it both
and Treasurer in particular, you should have surrendered thigays.

Government to the people of South Australia to enable them The Hon. T.R. Groom interjecting:
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Mr OLSEN: You just contradicted yourself; you can't  The matter concerns the duty of care of schools for their
have it both ways. students and of society for our children. These are the facts
Members interjecting: as outlined to me over the past four years by my constituent,

Mr OLSEN: I will return to the theme | want to establish, Mrs_Annette De Gregorio. | have Mrs De Gregorio's
We are willing to give business a go and we are willing toPermission and that of her sons James and Matthew to present

stand up for the business community, because only by doirf€S€ facts to the House and to mentiqn thgir names. Indeed,
so will we create jobs. We do not consider it a hanging 90 SO at their request. Their story is without doubt the
offence to state that profit is healthy and that a State witf@ddestand most horrifying case | have dealt with in 16 years

strong wealth creation in its private sector is what is neededS & member of Parliament. So far as possible, 1 will tell the
and badly needed, in South Australia. We are not like th&tory through documents that are on the public record or in
Labor Party: we do not see profit as something to be stampéBe files of organisations. The individuals and institutions
out as impure. Nor do we consider it impure to state that th@amed in my speech have been advised that | intend to raise
public sector should have to face up to productivity gains. 1€S€ matters, as has the Minister of Health, Family and
Progress has been made in that area and | acknowledg(g:eommunlty Services. . .
Between August 1982 and April 1988, while they were

that, but much more is yet to be done. It must also face up tg .
the responsibility of service delivery in exactly the same Wa);;\ttendmg Rostrevor College, both James and Matthew De

as does the private sector. We are not about to follow Labor’grﬁglor'o \éverﬁ (sje;)(ually molgs:[teé:i bby t;l;ony ﬁerell?, in old
example of propping up the wrong industries for politicalSC olar who nad been appointed by the coliege, Tirst as an

safety rather than economic sense. For too long Labor’%ﬂet'cs coach and then as an assistant dormitory master from

: : . - February 1982, and as senior athletics master in Februar
phllosophlc_al approach, baggage and cynical vote gath_er_| 84 M)r/s De Gregorio first came to me in May 1989 to seeky
havke_ combined tg presentba v%ry OUIdOf balance deCISlomy h.elp in her efforts to have Zerella deregistered as a
mav\llng pr:oc:adssht at rr;ust € rj ressed. developi h teacher in South Australia, following his conviction on eight
. We should have been aiding and developing thoS@ s of indecent assault in respect of both her sons. Zerella
industries in South Australia that offer the greatest Iong-tern;;vas sentenced to a total of three years and six months

employ_ment and ?xport earning p_otential. Thatis a Simpl‘f'mprisonment with a non-parole period of two years. The
reality in anyone's terms. That is very much what thégenience was suspended: there was no appeal by the Crown.
Government has been stating publicly, but a look behind the | read to the House extracts from a letter dated 21
scenes shows that this has frequently not been the case. Tagy, .\ 1989 tq the presiding judge from a social worker in
conclusion has to be that, as | earlier stated, Labor does n

> . e then Department for Community Welfare, as follows:
recognise the true nature of our dilemma and does no

understand what needs to be done to fix the predicame%. James Anthony De Gregorio came to the attention of the

, . . . . . ..~ Department of Community Welfare in May 1988. During interviews
Labor's philosophical baggage blinds it, and its determinatiotyit, the tamily, that is Mrs De Gregorio, Mr De Gregorio, Matthew

to keep votes is more important than the hard long-termand most often James, the following comments and observations
decisions that are necessary. were recorded. James has stated that the assaults which Mr Zerella
: A ; erpetrated upon him over the past seven years have impacted upon
We need an affirmative industry policy so that we canP P> Severaf’ways' P y P P
target its fire power to long-term employment and export " (1) james's relationship with his family began to deteriorate due
earning potential. That is the criterion that we need tao his attempts to avoid the perpetrator during occasions when the
establish and put in place. However, as we face this lagterpetrator visited the household. The family had held Mr Zerella
session of Parliament before the election, even Wheag high regard and James was too fearful of being disbelieved or of

- eing considered guilty to tell his family of the assaults. James was
absolutely desperate to keep its hold on power, Labor h Id by the perpetrator that no-one would believe him, and James

been unable to exhibit any true understanding of our probpelieved that to be so.
lems or take any hard action for recovery. The Governor's (2) James began to doubt his heterosexuality and after running
speech identified that in stark terms. After that and after @away from home sought confirmation of his masculinity by engaging

; ; ; . a sexual relationship with a female. During this period James also
decade in power, it says it all: Labor does not have th sed drugs and alcohol excessively. James has stated that since that

answers; it has nowhere to go; it has no signposts, no Visioghisode he has been diagnosed medically as suffering from hepatitis
and no blueprint. What is more, sadly for South Australia, it8 and has, on a number of occasions, been hospitalised in psychiatric
has not had them for a decade. care. James has also attempted suicide more than once.

(3) James had not advised his psychiatrist, Mr Kutlaca, or his

. drug counsellor of the assaults until after May 1988, due to his
The Hon. JENNIFER CASHMORE (Coles): | support feelings of fear and anxiety, and had attempted to cope with these

the motion for the adoption of the Address in Reply to Herfeelings and his feelings of anger and betrayal himself.
Excellency the Governor's speech. | express my loyalty to the  James's plan for his career had been to apply to the Australian
Crown and offer my condolences to the families of the latePefence Force Academy, and he had sought entry forms. Due to his

Sir Condor Laucke. the late Mr Dick Geddes. the late Mr Berstate of il health and his failure to complete his secondary education,
Teusner and the Ia;te Mr Hugh Hudson ! his option is not available to him. James now works casually. At

college, James was interested and actively engaged in athletics.
Tonight | intend to raise a matter in the public interest. InJames’s attempts to avoid the perpetrator, who coached athletics, and
bringing this matter before Parliament | have weighed veryo be as unlike him as possible, included giving up athletics.

; ; ; ; i In May 1988 James discovered that Matthew had also been
Carefu_lly the merits of doing SO agaln_st t.h? pOSS|bI(_-:- INUIY, ssaulted by Mr Zerella. James has said that this was the precipitator
that might result to the reputations of individuals or institu-jn his decision to take part in legal proceedings, as his feelings of

tions. | take this course of action only because all othefove and protection towards his brother were stronger than his
avenues to achieve a just or humane outcome for a family ifeelings of anxiety and fear. For James, the assaults upon Matthew
my electorate have failed, and because | am convinced th4€'® avivid re-creation of his own suffering and the realisation that

. - atthew had been assaulted caused him tremendous agony.
only by addressing these issues openly can we hope Overall, in my assessment, the effects of these assaults upon

prevent a recurrence of the tragedy that has befallen thifames are grave and will always have some residual effect upon his
family. mental and physical well-being. James'’s entire teenage life has been
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thrown into turmoil, as is evidenced by his leaving school, his staté=rom St Peter’s College, he went to Pembroke School where
of health and the impact of these events upon himself and his familyhe combined alertness of the principal and a parent who was

Matthew De Gregorio has been seen less often than James. hi ; ; s diemi
Matthew stated that he, too, was initially afraid of disclosing th? police officer resulted in Zerella's dismissal before any

assaults. Matthew was afraid of being disbelieved, of being labelledlamage was done. .

of being ostracised. Matthew had been shown a burglar alarm inthe - In March 1985, Zerella applied to manage the Rostrevor
home of the perpetrator and the method by which it worked First X| cricket team. Aware that Zerella had been dismissed
Matthew was told that, as he was now familiar with the system, h%y Saints but having had no communication from Saints the

ggﬁ?ngﬁtglsonéidg?r:rgg)t/rzgttljtgetglrléak_ms' Matthew perceived th'?hen headmaster, Brother McMaster, refused Zerella’s

Matthew says he is constantly angry, has thoughts of dire reveng@Pplication and notified parents whose sons were being
and has contemplated suicide. Matthew has spoken angrily to hrivately coached by Zerella that he had no status at the
school teachers regarding the perpetrator and this year is attempti@g,uege. At about the same time Zerella was coaching young
to matriculate. teenagers in football and athletics at various clubs in
The letter was signed by the Community Welfare socialdelaide. He later went to St Edmund’s, a Christian Brother's
worker. During the trial the boys were accompanied by theiCollege in Canberra, where | am advised he was dismissed
parents. Mrs De Gregorio tells me that no-one from Rostrevoiollowing sexual assaults on students.

College accompanied the family during the court case or | am advised that on his return to Adelaide he sought a
provided any support or counselling during this period.position as a home tutor with the Adelaide Children’s
Matthew’s matriculation year was spent partly in court,Hospital, but before his application could be assessed he
hearing evidence in the Zerella trial. Mrs De Gregorio tellssexually assaulted Matthew De Gregorio. It was this assault
me that Rostrevor College suggested to her that, becausetbit resulted in charges being laid against him for his offences
Matthew’s disruptive behaviour, it may be better for him toagainst James between 1982 and 1988. | understand that
complete his last two terms at another school, but he rezerella went from South Australia to New South Wales and
mained at Rostrevor. is now living in Western Australia, having never been kept

James tried several times to take his life, once by hanginig custody.
but usually by drug overdose. Matthew is now rehabilitated By the time Zerella left Pembroke social workers were so
and is at university. James has a limited life expectancy, witdoncerned that they wrote to the Child Protection Council.
chronic, active hepatitis and manic depression. He is on @heir letter dated 20 September 1988 was given to me a
disability pension. Earlier this year he married and he and higortnight ago. It states:
wife are now facing the future together. James and Matthew |t has come to our attention that during the investigation of the
De Gregorio were not the only victims of the perpetrator. Toalleged sexual abuse of two brothers by a member of staff at two
my knowledge, there were others, one of whom at the age @fivate schools the following factors may have contributed to the
24 is now a psychiatric patient suffering from schizophreniacontinuation of the abuse and to the placing of other students at risk:

. " 1. A failure by the schools involved to comply with the legal
It was after the trial that Mrs De Gregorio first came to MEequirement of mandatory reporting of the allegations;

to enlist my help in ensuring that Tony Zerella could not 2 A failure to cooperate fully with the Department for
teach again. | would have thought that deregistration woul@ommunity Welfare in its role in investigating other students thought

be automatic upon conviction. The South Australian ando be atrisk; and

Queensland teachers registration boards are the only teachers?’- A failure to take seriously previous complaints about the
alleged perpetrators made by other parents and students.

registra}tio_n boards required by law to take into_accou_n_t 2 Asaresult of this, the alleged perpetrator has been able to move
person’s fitness to teach as well as the academic qualific@etween three private schools and a number of sporting institutions
tions for teaching, and are therefore the only boards thatnd coaching facilities in Adelaide and between several private
deregister for this kind of offence. In other States thisCO_”egeg ant?tSPCgt'ntgt%Od'eS |Ir_1ttersftateW|th aplparer;ftlmpur_ltlay. Tt?:s
T . raises doubts about the quality of personnel practices within the
responsibility is I_eft to the employer. | made r(_epresentatlo rivate school system in South Australia and its willingness to
to the board, but it took from late May 1989 until August that protect students.
year for the deregistration procedures to be completed. We also understand that currently there are allegations of child
A social worker who was involved told me last week thatsexual abuse against members of staff in at least six private schools
this was the most appalling case she had ever encountered&fAdela'de and that there is a question as to whether school

. ? - thorities have complied with the mandatory reporting legislation.
failure by adults responsible for the care of children t0™ \\ are concerned that this may be the result of a lack of

respond in appropriate ways. She said: awareness of both the importance as well as the necessity of
As a social worker at the Campbelitown Community Welfare N0tifying such allegations to the Department for Community Welfare

Office, following Mrs De Gregorio's reporting and James's and@nd would ask that you bring this matter to the attention of the

Matthew’s statements, | spoke to between 15 and 20 or so yourfgembers of the board for further discussion.

men who were students or former students of Rostrevor Collegerhe |etter was signed on behalf of the North-Eastern Child

What they had to say indicated that they believed the staff of th :
college were aware of what was happening, as were many Oft?’rotectlon Panel members. The letter was also sent to the

students. h8hairperson of the Independent Schools Board. The board
“You'd get cement boots’, was a comment one of them madeadvises me that it circulated this letter to all member schools,
about what would happen if anyone had tried to expose Zerella'asked the panel to address specific allegations to schools and
actiities. contacted the Director-General of the Department for
What shocked the social workers involved in the case was theommunity Welfare. After this contact, all heads of schools
fact that the perpetrator was able to move freely about thevere advised by the Independent Schools Board that child
independent schools system in Adelaide. In a letter dated 1arotection training programs were available and ought to be
May 1984, he resigned from Rostrevor College. Fromused.
Rostrevor he went to St Peter’s College where he was Following the conviction of Zerella in March 1989, Mrs
dismissed in November 1984 after students had lodgeBe Gregorio issued initial instructions to her solicitor about
complaints about indecent assaults. These complaints wetlee possibility of suing Rostrevor College for failure in its
not reported under section 91 of the Community Welfare Actduty of care to her sons. As member for Coles | represent
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Rostrevor College and | have always admired and respectathurch, the Anglican Church, to other churches and to every

the Rostrevor community. Mrs De Gregorio does not claiminstitution and individual in society concerned about protect-

that the then headmaster, Brother John Marks, and staff knewnvg reputations. These are the excuses:

that her sons and other boys were being sexually abused. 1. It all happened so long ago. Why do you want to stir
But she does claim that they ought to have known. She it up now?

believes, from statements made to her and to her lawyers by o \what if this causes a man to commit suicide?

some members of the college community, that there were 3 o's 4 mate of mine. | know he’s a good bloke.

sufficient warning signs in Zerella’s behaviour and in the 4. You're being vindictive

disturbed responses of some boys to justify suspicion and for _ ; 9 '

action to be taken. The college denies this. | sought and have, He's done a lot of good work for the church.

obtained from the college a statement which | will now readt is & grossly misguided loyalty that values the reputation of
to the House, as follows: an institution more highly than the proper protection of

Rostrevor College was shocked and dismayed that the lives th_lldren In its care. Having examlned_a great deal of the
two young men were so severely affected, particularly because tHvidence and many statements about this case—far more than
care of children is our primary task. The staff, students and widet have time to refer to tonight—I wish to emphasise the
college community deplore and regret the incidents, as would angentral facts that emerge. Child sexual abuse is a criminal act.

civilised person who has due regard for the dignity and right of al\ynen it s discovered perpetrators must be dealt with, and
individuals, particularly children, to safety and respect. !

To attempt to blame any person or institution for these incident@ther children at possible risk must be protected no matter
is easy with hindsight. No-one suspected the person concerned, nighat the perceived consequences to any institution. The
even the family, who continued to treat the perpetrator as a clos€ommunity Welfare Act provides for mandatory reporting
friend. of even a suspicion that sexual abuse might have occurred.

Rostrevor College believes it is only through a system of trusia; . . .
and openness within a school community that such practices can @nce 1976 all registered teachers, not just those in Govern-

discovered and future offences prevented. With this in mind—andnent schools, have had a statutory obligation to report not
a year before these offences were revealed—the school begamly maltreatment or neglect but also reasonable suspicion

initiating a series of policies and programs aimed at educating thgf such acts. Reports must be accompanied by a statement of

students, staff and parents of the college, on a range of issu . .. - N
including all forms of harassment, which add to and strengthen thEﬁ:sggservat'ons and opinions upon which the suspicion is

rights of students and which facilitate dialogue between the variou
parts of the school community. There are obvious reasons for this provision. Whether or
Later in 1989, at my suggestion, Mrs De Gregorio soughtiot the perpetrator is brought to justice, the child needs
compensation from the Criminal Injuries Compensatiorcontinuing support to come to terms with the horrors inflicted
Fund. In July 1990 the Crown paid James $20 000 compensBY such violation. The child's personality and sense of
tion with $1 166.70 costs. The money was paid directly todentity can be all but destroyed by the profound emotional
James who, with his brother, was in a highly disturbed staténd psychological damage wrought by sexual abuse. A social
at the time. The result was that money that could have beetorker involved in the De Gregorio case told me that James
used to fund legal fees was largely dissipated and the@nd Matthew had survived only by the integrity of their
mother continued to support both boys as well as pay legdlersonalities and by their enormous moral courage. In these
fees and substantial medical costs. qualities they have had a model in their mother, who has been
The case for civil damages against Rostrevor Colleg&taunchly supported throughout these ordeals by her husband.
continued until May this year. In early May, | advised A letter written by a former neighbour which formed part
Rostrevor College and the Roman Catholic Archbishop obf the evidence in the trial stated:
Adelaide that | believed | would be justified in raising this  goth sons were brought up in a loving and disciplined environ-
case in Parliament if the civil action did not proceed to trial.ment. Mrs De Gregorio has maintained the highest standards of care
In the event, Mrs De Gregorio could not afford to proceed tghroughout her sons’ upbringing. As a role-model she has contributed
trial. The case was settled. The terms of the settlemerif€ characteristics of honesty, courage, tenderness and common-
provided that the plaintiff’s costs of the action be paid by the> "¢
college’s insurers on the basis that the college denied liabilifFor more than four years | have marvelled at Mrs De
The statute of limitations period has now expired and, undesregorio’s constancy and persistence in seeking to obtain
the terms of the settlement, James De Gregorio agreed notjtstice for the monstrous wrongs committed against her sons.
issue any further claims against the college or its insurers.In addition to dealing with the boys’ traumas, she has been
Later that month there were reports that the Catholi¢esolute in approaching organisations ranging from Legal
Church in Rome had conceded abuse of boys in Catholidid, Parents Against Child Sexual Abuse, Victims of Crime,
institutions in Australia and had taken out a multi-million Rape Crisis, the Children’s Interests Bureau, the Department
dollar insurance policy to protect itself against claims ofof Education, the Catholic Education Office, the Teachers
sexual abuse by priests. Mr Rod Stinson, a member of thBegistration Board and the Department for Family and
support group Friends of Suzannah, was quoted as saying tHa@mmunity Services.
he believed the insurance cover enabled the church to escapeThe work of the department in this case has been praise-
without acknowledging the truth. He said that the protocolworthy. Needless to say, Mrs De Gregorio’s capacity to earn
developed by the church for dealing with sexual abuse did nahcome has been very much limited by the time she has had
address the anguish suffered by survivors and that it wa® spend on this case and by the sum she has had to spend to
unduly influenced by the legal requirements of the insurancdo so. All her efforts so far have resulted in a suspended
policy. sentence for the perpetrator, and the costs of James’ legal
A feature article on this subject in tHBulletin of 10  action against Rostrevor College. The only monetary
August 1993 published a standard range of excuses for nobmpensation for the pain and suffering endured by this
addressing or reporting sexual abuse. | believe these excudesmily, and for the colossal and continuing financial costs
have applied not just to the Catholic Church but to my owrresulting from the sexual abuse of her sons, has been the
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$20 000 payment from the Criminal Injuries Compensatiorconstructive Governor’s speech that would actually show the
Fund. way to South Australia for the forthcoming year.

By bringing this case before Parliament, | hope to achieve There is no doubt that the Premier’s attention has been
some recognition of the unspeakable wrongs that have beéliverted, not only by the problems that have been caused by
inflicted upon two innocent boys. These young men are ndhe State Bank and other financial disasters, but by the fact
only victims: they are survivors. | hope that the details of thehat he has no support within his own Party. Every day in this
independent school in Australia, the need to establisKiew keeps coming back. The people on his own side do not
protocols for dealing with such situations. | am advised by théupport him. The members of this Parliament do not get
Department for Family and Community Services that, for thd?€hind him. They are all working out how they will divvy up
past two years, there has been cooperation by both Rostrev§hat is left after the next election and, of course, with the
College and St Peter's College in protective behaviouréeadership aspirations of the Minister of Business and
programs and mandatory reporting. The Anglican Church ifRegional Development, | can understand why the work is not

South Australia is now addressing the ways in which it?eing done, but there is certainly plenty of lobbying.
should respond to these situations. Itis a sick and tired Government. It has been corrupted by

Cﬁs period in office. It has lost its cutting edge. It cannot even
(%Jpport its Leader and its Premier. The Party has really
é‘nissed the tough practitioners. | remember how Labor was

public recognition of the terrible consequences of concealin ucrzlcelsgsélél dgjring the_tlr?7d05 andl enjr?yed succesi du(rjirtlg thﬁ
child abuse in the misguided belief that it is in everyone’s arly s because It had peop’e Who were rough and toug

best interests to do so. That is why, as the memberforCoIeBraCt't'oners' Members opposite can reflect upon the

: ontributions made by those people.
l:?r\]/iz ?Ses\aoeted the whole of my last Address in Reply speecﬁ I did not happen to like them very much. | did not have an

enormous respect for some of the things they did, but one
thing | can say is that they kept the Labor Party together, and

Mr S.J. BAKE.R (Deputy Leader of the Qpposmon): .they made sure that, if there was dissension, heads would be
| support the motion, and | take the opportunity of once agailocked. They made sure that, if the Leader was in strife,

congratulating the Governor on the way in which she applie . :
herself to the duties of office. | often reflect that people mucrﬁ]‘;}éVg%lﬁtjeaatwetﬁetgge?magOn’ even though they might
younger than she would have great difficulty in maintaining For example, there ié no doubt that there were many

wﬁi&agﬁ;hgnﬂ:;tgoﬁ; gﬂu?{ss'?;p:ré?gg?{’ ttcr)]%é??nn dertrlﬂwoments of dissension between Des Corcoran .and Don
institution of Governor. | would also like to pass on my unstan because, as we know, there was one vote in the final
condolences to the farﬁily of Sir Condor Laucke and to th conte_st, and Des Co_rcoran was the runner up. There was no
families of Dick Geddes, Bert Teusner and Hugh Hudson oubting his (;Ied|cat|on to the cause a}nd the fact t_ha}t he rose
and we have made meﬁtion of that more recently in thito the occasion, even though he might h.ave. disliked the
Parliament ?ncumt_)ent. So, we have a Government which is not worthy
) : ) _of holding the benches for a whole range of reasons, many of

Whilst the delivery of the Governor’s speech was quitewhich have been expressed during this debate. But, more
superb, it must have been a very trying time for Her Excellenimportantly, those members do not believe in themselves and,
cy. Itis a great pity that the quality of the delivery is not yntil their Party is cleansed, they never will. We must reflect
reflected in the substance of the article. The Governor'gpon the contributions of the Virgos, the Hudsons, the
speech as presented by the Government to be presented by #rcorans and the Jack Wrights to see how they made the
Governor is avery tired, lacklustre document and the Worqlabor Party a power to be reckoned with here in South
that | have seen in the 10 years that | have been a member gf;stralia.
this Parliament. No member of this House could help feeling The State does deserve better than a Government which
despondent after reading the article and thinking what hopgannot keep its eye on the ball and which cannot take on the
the State of South Australia has under this current AdminiSresponsibilitieS of Government. It has Ministers who are
tration. Not Only is the qOCUmer!t bereft of new idea.S, but |tgett|ng pa|d good money and who are S|mp|y not performing_
reflects a Government in turmoil waiting for the guillotine. They will not resign, despite their major contribution to the
It has failed to pass any test that 47 members of this Hous@isaster that has befallen the State involving the State Bank,
would have applled It fails to excite. It fails to enthuse. It SG|C, and the list goes on. The Government cannot hang on
fails to give new direction. |tfa||5 totake a ConStrUCtiye view any |0nger to a Premier who is incapab|e of h0|d|ng office
on how the problems are going to be addressed. It fails to takgithout the support of his parliamentary colleagues. It cannot
onthe reSpOﬂSlbl“ty Of a Government of this State. It fails |npossib|y condone the |eadership being shown by the Premier
so many ways that it is one of the most forgettable documentss this State in relation to such issues as Mabo and the Lake
that has ever come before this Parliament. Eyre world heritage listing, where he simply hung onto the

Itis little wonder that the quality of the document is so badcoat-tails of the Prime Minister of this country (who to my
because it reflects a Government which is now literallymind is a madman; the Prime Minister of this country is a
falling apart. As has been mentioned in the speeches, amdental case).
particularly in the contribution of the Leader of the Opposi- | have never seen anything so destructive in all my life as
tion, the Labor Party is racked by factions, and infighting, andhe current Prime Minister of this country. As a reader of
is incapable of addressing itself to the needs of Governmenhistory books, having delved into books back to 1788 and
We can understand that the speech writers had difficulty. Weince then, | have not found a person so unsuited to the
can understand that, with the Premier’s mind on other thingsjighest position in this country as the present Prime Minister
the speech writers would have difficulty putting together awho has decided that the only way he will maintain his hold

However, | do not believe that the healing processes whi
are essential for the human spirit can commence for Jam
and Matthew De Gregorio and their parents until there i
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on power is to divide and destroy the very things that theAustralia but we cannot achieve that under the current
people of South Australia and Australia hold dear. Every timgegime.

the Prime Minister speaks, the Premier of this State falls into Our kids deserve a chance; our families deserve a chance;
line, and it does not matter whether it involves the Maboand everybody deserves a chance to be part of a South
issue or other issues. Australia that is capable of achieving far more than it is

With regard to Mabo, all the other States are now comingurrently achieving. That relates to some changes that must
to their senses and saying, ‘Keating, you're nuts!" Everfake place and the standards that we set right from the very
Premier Goss has said, ‘Look, you're crazy!’ But the PremiePeginning. We have to look at the moral sets and the moral
says, ‘It will be all right; | will follow the Keating formula.’  Values in which we deal and to which we relate, and we have
It does not matter that the Prime Minister cannot support thé0 start at a very early age and reinforce some of those very
Alice Springs to Darwin ra"Way' That is all r|ght with the Strong, Wort.hWhIIe, moral Va!ueS that are so essentlal. It has
Premier of this State, too. Itis also all right, according to thef0 happen in the schools, in the homes and in the very
Premier of this State, that tariffs are being reduced but n§overnment itself. ) _
other reforms are taking place, that our manufacturing We cannot tolerate the corruption that has occurred in
industry is facing untold difficulty and that the Prime More recent years, and it has been a corruption: it has been
Minister can have a $16 billion deficit. He can also offer taxa corruption in Government. The results of the State Bank
reform and child care support, take it away and then imposgituation are a reflection of the arrogance of the Government
a tax regime that will hit very hard the people of Southand a lack of care applied to the responsibilities of Govern-
Australia. There are also the broken promises. ment. . ) ) .

It is all right, according to the Premier of this State, that. So, there is a very special need facing South Australia, and

we have just lost $50 million in the last budget from the taxit!s a need that cannot be_ met with our current feg.'”?e-_We
sharing and Medicare income sharing arrangement. Tha\t,ﬁave to grab our opportunities and control our destinies: we
all right for the Premier of this State, who has forgotten ho ave to capture our place in the sun.

to fight, who has forgotten how to be a Premier, who simply ﬁovernr?eGm plays a \t/f)ry |mporttant| role fl1n that pfrocesls.
cannot get up to the mark and who makes a brave attempt change of Sovernment brings not only a change of morale

many occasions but simply is not cut out to be the Premier ut a cleansing of the system. | realise that all Governments

this State, and neither is the rest of his Cabinet. The rest ve their.day; all Governments aftgr a while b?come tirgd.
his Cabinet simply cannot perform as a Government th he next Liberal Government has a lifetime and, if we do win

South Australians should expect. The State deserves far bet g next eleqnon and if we do not continue to change with the
than it is receiving right at this moment. The sooner the'MeS: We will become poor servants of the people of South

i ; Australia.
lection i I he gr r the relief fel I h ; . . .
ijgttrglia:sca ed, the greater the relief felt by all Sout That is what has happened over a period of time, particu-

| refl he f hat th . . larly during the 1980s, here in South Australia. We had the
reflect on the fact that there were some interesting, e tired personnel who were incapable of keeping up with

Qhat was happening in the rest of Australia and the rest of the

see any reference to submarines—no reference Whatsoe(\elgﬁﬂd and using the smart, easy way to somehow survive
I found that very strange. Of all the things that have happenegiy, ot really reflecting on where the State was meant to be

in the past five years, if there is one item that might producg ,in, 5 Governments have to set new directions, and that

one little spark, itis the fact that we are to have a submaring \, nat the Liberal Government intends to do. It does mean
rolling off on 28 August 1993. | would have thought thatthe y ¢ the Government has to operate honestly and fearlessly.
Governor's speech would reflect the fact that there has begfiynes mean that it has to operate without fear or favour. It
a submarine constructed in South Australia, yet it did not. y,eq mean that it has to set the directions in which the State
I have recently been to naval receptions and it is interesishould travel, whether it be in the areas of transport or export,
ing that senior naval personnel from around Australia havey in the delivery of hospital services or education; we have
asked me, ‘How is the Premier going to handle the submap set the standards as a Government and ensure that they are
rine, given that he was the most vehement opponent ghet. We have to reinforce the fundamentals and in many
submarines being built in the State?’ | was not aware that hays bring the world to us.
was as vehement as the naval fraternity suggested, butit was | am a passionate person in relation to my love of South
interesting for me to note that they felt that the Premier of thi%ustra"a and its peop|e_ What has happened in recent times
State had done all in his power, when he was the Minister qfea”y grinds at my gutsl and | hope it grinds at everybody’s
State Development, to prevent the building of submarineguts in this place, and | am aware of the impact it has had on
here. That came as somewhat of a surprise to me but | caur constituents. An overwhelming demand is being placed
understand it, given that he has particular beliefs, which Wen a Government in perhaps some of the more difficult
all understand. Even when something a bit brighter happengrcumstances that we have found ourselves in during the past
for this Government, its reticence to utilise that particulareo years. Not On|y do we have to set the standards but we
item reflects the stance taken by the Premier of the State Bhve to be able to motivate to achieve, to ask people to put
the time the project was first mooted. in more effort, to aim for excellence, to care for each other,
We are in need of absolutely drastic reform. We want tao help those who are less capable of helping themselves, to
see people fighting for their ideals once again; we wantreate wealth and to work for a better life.
people fighting for their futures once again and not accepting These are the things that members of the Government
what they have at the moment; we want to get the heads ofiust do. They cannot simply sit there, 13 good men and
South Australian people off their chests so that they can stawomen—or 13 less than good men and women—and expect
to feel more pride in themselves and their State; we want tthat, just by being there, just by administering Government,
give young people a chance; we want to give them a job; wiéhey will achieve some level of success, because it is not on.
want them to succeed; and we want to be the best State rhe world is changing so rapidly that we have to catch up in
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a big hurry, and that means reform in the industrial areaprobably in excess of $760 million with an exposure of the
Already we have seen statements from the Liberal Party iState Bank of $729 million. There are varying valuations on
terms of running a parallel system—uwith enterprise bargainthat building, some as ludicrously low as $100 million.
ing and with the award system. It means that we get rid oAgain, the Government failed to do its homework. It was
anachronistic ideas of compulsory unionism and close@vident from the beginning that there would be difficulty with
shops, and we get out and meet the challenges that the wotltat project. Nobody in South Australia or interstate wanted
presents. It means we have to get a lot smarter on ouo investin it. | actually wrote to Myer-Remm and said, “You
wharves and transport systems. will get cleaned up on the site because the unions have told
It means we have to deliver a better quality of educationme that they are going to use this as the next ASER site.’ |
right from day one. It means we have to catch up on the kidseceived a reply saying that it was all under control, they had
who are being left behind at the moment. We have to catcliery good union relations and there would be no cost
up on the kids who are not getting the proper level ofescalation due to disputation on the site. Of course, that was
assistance at home, unfortunately, because, if we do not, vegjoke—a sick joke—because ultimately it cost the taxpayer
will continue to see the horrifying statistics that we have seeia huge amount of money.
in recent times regarding the more serious crimes being However, even when | looked at that original prospectus,
committed by people in this State. | saw that the price of the floor space in Myer-Remm, given
So atremendous challenge faces this State. There is sutlfe projected costs at that time, was three times the highest
a fundamental need to change that, when | read the Goverrental charged in Adelaide. Three times the highest rental
or’s speech, just how much this Government has failed thiseing charged in Adelaide at that time would have to be
State and its people keeps coming back to me. recouped on that building in order to cover costs. | asked
Itis true that at one time Labor members hated the Liberalmyself the question, and | asked a number of other people
more than anything. Now they are beginning to hate themaround Adelaide the same question: who would be mad
selves. But that is not the answer. The answer is to cleansmough to suspect that the return on the Myer-Remm centre,
themselves of the rot. It is probably relevant that they shouldr whatever centre, would be three times the highest currently
hate themselves for what they have done, but in terms girevailing in Adelaide?
being potential future administrators of this State they have We can talk about the Scrimber timber project and about
to go through some dramatic changes of their own. the adventures of SATCO and the State Bank in New
It is worth reminding members of the missed opportuni-Zealand, into timber and banking—
ties. We can talk about the $3 150 million and the servicing Mr Holloway: The only thing you can't talk about is your
cost of that debt of about $300 million a year, and we wouldoolicies.
be emphasising points that have been made well in the past. Mr S.J. BAKER: The member will have to wait for that.
We have seen a build up to that situation. The scene was s&t another area of failure, we can talk about the Marineland
long before the State Bank crash because of the blunders, theoject, which all up cost the State about $11 million; the
mistakes and the lack of application by the Government ii$28 million blow-out in the justice information system; the
trying to pick winners and not applying themselves properly$6 million blow-out in the computer system for the Motor
We can list the underwriting of the Americas Cup Vehicles Department; the $30 million blow-out in the
challenge. It was absolutely amazing to me that SoutlEngineering and Water Supply Department for computeri-
Australia felt that it could take on the world. With a popula- sation (and the Government is still intending to talk about
tion of 1.5 million people and yacht technology, which in amalgamations with a background like that); the $11 million
some circumstances was very good but not in the area of thatow-out on thdsland Seawaythe Government subsidy of
of 12-metre yachts, it suddenly had the audacity to say, ‘Wéhe ASER project, which was meant to cost $185 million and
can take on the world; we can take on the big challenge.’ Thatame in at double the price; and the blow-out in the State
would have been fine if we had had an entrepreneur in Southquatic Centre.
Australia willing to say, ‘l am going to put my own dollars ~ So the seeds of destruction were sown well before the
in and fight that fight.” But no, that little item cost South State Bank incident, and it required only a little less diligence
Australia $1.8 million. | believe in initiative and getting out than was being applied at the time and there was no doubt
and doing something, but | do not believe that the Governthat we were going to suffer. But | believe nobody could have
ment should be putting money into exercises such as that.envisaged the dramatic costs of the State Bank when we were
We saw the 330 Collins Street debacle. SGIC said, ‘It izoncerned about the matter. We were concerned about it
not a problem. If the loans cannot be repaid, we will have thevhen the National Safety Council went bust; we were
building.’ Of course, we now know that the building, which concerned about it when Equiticorp went bust. So, quite early
cost $550 million, has a current valuation of probablyin the piece the alarm bells were ringing but there was no
$150 million. There has been a dramatic $350 million bail-outiction by the Government.
of SGIC by the State Government. That was because they did | reflect on all the missed opportunities, and | know that
not follow the fundamental rule of limiting their exposure on Governments will at various stages make mistakes. Govern-
any one investment to less than 10 per cent of their liabilitiesnents that want to achieve will certainly make some mistakes
and now we must all pay the price. along the way, just as | expect that a new Liberal Government
Irrespective of whether the deal looked good, bad owill make some mistakes. That is inherent; if a Government
indifferent at the time, the facts of life are that there werewants to succeed it must ensure that it minimises its mistakes,
some rules to operate by and they were clear. One does natit there will always be some. To do otherwise means that
over expose oneself on any asset or liability unless one hase will never realise one’s ultimate potential.
the capacity to pay, and even then one should do it with a However, the enormous catastrophe that has hit this State
great deal of discretion. Again, the Government failed.  is not a minor problem. It was created because of people such
We have the incredible situation of the Myer-Remmas the former Premier, John Bannon, his minders who had no
centre. The total cost, capitalisation of interest included, ifinancial or economic expertise and the desire of the Labor
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Party for secrecy. | can always remember that terminologyincreased from $42 million to $103 million. If this is
‘I am sorry, we can't give you the answers because it i<ontinued, the projected sales can be seen in the sales
commercially confidential.’ It keeps coming back. forecasts, as follows: while in 1992-93 the total (in millions
So, | am looking forward to the challenge on a change obf dollars) for all markets for export is $319 million, in
Government, and | believe that South Australians are lookind996-97, which as we all know is not very far away—within
forward to the same challenge. | am sorry that the Goverrthe term of the next Government—it will more than double
ment could not make the effort to produce a better paper thaio $751 million.
we have before us in this debate. If I were allowed to display something in this House—
which | know | am not—I would display a graph that is really
Dr ARMITAGE (Adelaide): |support the motion forthe quite impressive indicating that the values of export of
adoption of the Address in Reply. In doing so, | commend thezustralian wine are heading from the bottom left-hand corner
Governor for her efforts for South Australia. As the memberof the graph in a continual progression to the top right-hand
for Adelaide, | am lucky that a number of State-wide corner, and let us hope they continue to do so. In fact, when
organisations have their head offices or annual generane looks at these figures one can justifiably wonder where
meetings or whatever in the central business district, and aswill all stop. | suppose that, as passionate consumers of
such | see possibly more than most other members—othe&¥ine in South Australia and as people hoping to see our
than the Premier and the Leader of the Opposition—just howconomy increase, we hope that it does not stop. My friends
much effort the Governor puts into going to and understandin the wine industry—and | have a number—tell me,
ing and speaking about the many community groups in Southowever, that things are precariously balanced and we have
Australia. to be very careful that the loosely termed ‘cowboys’ do not
As members will know, this session started with twoqueer the pitch.
condolence motions. | can add nothing to the condolence However, with this huge potential for wines and with
motion in relation to Hugh Hudson other than to say that inSouth Australia unquestionably being ‘the’ wine State in
my early days of politics | recognised that he was a fierceustralia, for many reasons, not the least of which is the
proponent of a side of politics with which | did not agree thenquality, but also because more and more people particularly
and with which | still disagree. | have been quite taken by &rom overseas are saying that our wine is an unpolluted
number of the things that have been said about him in thentity—in other words, no effects from Chernobyl, and so
various condolence motions. on—this State could well be a jewel in the Australian export
However, | did, in fact, know Sir Condor in a capacity crown. As such, | believe we should look at marketing
unrelated to the Liberal Party. | knew him as a member of @&xercises such as the wine and food society, which | men-
wine and food society calldda Confrerie des Chevaliers du tioned before and through which | came into contact with Sir
Tastevinwhich is indeed a very grand name for a society ofCondor Laucke. The reason | say this is that large things
friends who do nothing more than celebrate the medicinagrow from small acorns and | believe we should at least start
value of wine taken by the glass with food. This society,a similar exercise.
which | once imagined to be a venerable and crusty ancient Of course, the spinoffs to South Australia are enormous,
brotherhood, turned out to be nothing more than a very slickot the least of which is tourism. It would be an advantage to
promotional and marketing exercise for an area of France th&outh Australia if we were to be more supportive of these
produces wine and, far from being ancient and crusty, it hatypes of enterprises. Certainly, our wine quality is one thing
started not very long ago. Sir Condor was always greatlyhat the other States do not have. We cannot compete against
respected and liked by the members of the society, and thike Reef, we cannot compete against the Rock, we cannot
society indulged his passion for wine and all of the nuancesompete against the Harbor, but we do have an unpolluted,
of the growing and sale of it. To Lady Laucke, | extend myworld class magnificent product in wine, which can have
personal sympathy and thanks for her contribution to a jolnany spinoffs for South Australia’s economy.
well done for South Australia. Whilst talking on the subject of tourism, | wish to
Sir Condor was so highly regarded in the community thacommend Mr Bill Spurr and his staff at ACTA who recently
| felt it was interesting that | had three people contact myorganised or were clever enough to have Adelaide chosen as
office to complain that commercial television chose not tothe destination for the 1993 Malaysian Airlines mega-million-
cover his funeral. Indeed, as a former Lieutenant Governadollar award achiever’s program. This entailed 56 Malaysian
and someone who had contributed a lot to the life of Souttirlines top agents, who handle some 40 per cent of the total
Australia, | thought that the reaction of those three peopl&lalaysian Airlines business, together with 15 Malaysian
was a very valid one. Airlines executives arriving for a short stay in Adelaide. The
In mentioning the wine and food society, | wish to draw Lord Mayor, Henry Ninio, greeted the party with glasses of
the House’s attention to such a worldwide marketing exercisehampagne—dare | risk repeating the wine theme—and later
that promotes wines from a particular area of France. It is myn the day they came along our cultural boulevard of North
view that our wines are a real sleeping giant of exporfTerrace.
potential. Already, wine and wine industries form an Because | am the member for Adelaide, Mr Bill Spurr
enormous part of our export load and | would like to presenaisked me (and with the good graces of the Speaker | was
to the House some figures for the last four periods for Junallowed) to bring these top mega-million-dollar achievers into
in relation to the value of Australian wine exports. Parliament House, to discuss very briefly our parliamentary
In June 1990, the dollar value of exports of Australiantraditions and to welcome them to Adelaide on behalf of the
wine was $41 956 929—near enough to $42 million; one yeaBouth Australian Parliament. | am delighted to say that Mr
later it was $57 million and a few hundred thousand; in Juné&purr has already communicated to me that these big sellers
1992 it was nearly $79 million; and in June 1993, of business from Malaysia have already done business in
$103 406 015. In other words, in the period between Jun@delaide. That response was more rapid and more unexpect-
1990 and June 1993 the value of Australian wine exports haad than they may have necessarily hoped for.
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The enthusiasm and willingness to pitch in and make ... then I'l walk—straight to the crosshenches as an Independ-
things work, which was exhibited by Mr Bill Spurr and his ent. .. I have tgrotect my integrity.

staff at ACTA, unfortunately is not reflected in the Govern- 5 q .an only conclude from the member for Gilles’ point of

ment. ' ' view that it is a pity he did not walk to the crossbenches,
The people of South Australia, especially the 52 per cenbecause if he had he would have been a Minister, probably

who voted for the Liberal Party ahead of the Labor Party, busince September last year, instead of being ALP factional
also the 48 per cent who voted for the Labor Party, arg annon fodder.

looking to the Government for some action, some enthusiasm

and some willingness to pitch in and make things happe} Whilst looking at the squalid little dealings of the
[

overnment, | would like to review how our Premier must
eel about all this. Our new Premier, who | think had been
8Iishing the ceremonial harakiri sword for the member for
0ss Smith for some time, approached the factional problem

And what does the South Australian population, whether
voted Labor or Liberal at the last election, get from its electe
leaders? Paralysis, impotence, suspended animation a

apathy. Not quite suspended animation, because within t with all the zeal of someone who was faster than a speeding

ALP there is in fact furious activity. As the member for bullet, more powerful than a locomotive and able to leap tall
Hartley says, there are thugs at work continually. If ong\% ' p p

: g . . uildings in a single bound. The problem for our Premier was
believes the present Minister of Primary Industries as he w at the building he attempted to leap was the State Bank

quoted in théSunFiay Maﬂof 2 February: o building and that the factional problems of the ALP were like
The Party has Slmply lostits way. It has forgotten thatitis therq{%f ptonn:e, they left him power'ess Either that or he forgot

to serve people and to promote causes and issues, rather than . - ;
factional bosses who are concerned only to maintain their powier change his glasses in the phone box. He must have tripped

has been hijacked by a bunch of thugs who are using it to do nothingver the building on the way over it and fallen flat on his
more than to serve their own ambitions. ace.

While this information is galling for South Australia in In theAdvertiserof 30 September, the Premier said, ‘This
general, it must be particularly galling for the unemployed,issue will be resolved, | can assure you of that.” Five months
for those in hospital queues and for those with children whoskater, on 27 February this year, in tifunday Mailthe
education is less than optimal, and so on, because theB#emier said, ‘I remain of the view the issue has to be
people, business people and everyday loyal citizens of Soutlsolved before the next election, and | believe it will'—
Australia, want the Government to concentrate on the maianother failure. Whilst reviewing the contributions of various
game, but this Government unfortunately is occupied totallynembers in the Chamber in relation to the Address in Reply
with its own petty bickering. | am happy to inform members| was fascinated to read our former Premier’s contribution.
opposite that, whilst it may be of great importance to them a¥he member for Ross Smith invited the Leader of the
they navel gaze in Caucus meetings, there are issues Ofpposition to ‘join him in doorknocking to pick up some
greater moment being discussed in the electorate. opinions on the doorstep.’ | ask: who does the member for
Statements by the member for Hartley who, as | indicated®0ss Smith think he is deluding? Clearly himself.
before, is now the Minister of Primary Industries, must be  Why do | say this? It is because | am in fact doorknocking
galling also for the member for Walsh, the member forin the seat of Ross Smith, part of which has been added to the
Henley Beach and the member for Gilles. Why? On 4State seat of Adelaide. | indicate to the House that | shall be
September 1992, a mere three days after former Premigfoud to represent those people who live in the area which is
Bannon fell on his sword—which | believe had been honeq)resently represented by the member for Ross Smith and
for months by his colleagues—tialvertisereported, and  which after the next election (whenever that is called) will be
| paraphrase, that ‘Mr Trainer is the front-runner to fill the represented by the member for Adelaide, and | am confident
Cabinet vacancy left by Mr Bannon’s resignation, with Mr that that will be me. | will be as proud to represent those
Ferguson the other declared candidate.’ people as | am to represent the people in the State seat of
It would seem there are different standards applicableAdelaide as presently constituted.
because, ina majoy rerun of the parable of the prodigal son, T4 return from my digression about electorates to the
the members for Elizabeth and Hartley were welcomed bacbresent member for Ross Smith, | would say that the views
with open arms. Mateship, it would appear, 1S dead andiven by people to whom | am speaking at the door in his
buried forever in the ALP. The motto now is, ‘Anything for ejectorate are antagonistic towards the honourable member,
power'. | sympathise with the members for Walsh and Henley, ot only because he ignored them as their local member (and
Beach: loyal service that they have given to their Party othat is the most common view that | have heard: as the
choice (and I recognise that loyal service) has been repaid Bcumbent in a safe Labor seat he did not bother to do the
a slap in the face with a wet fish! What does the haplesg,ork Iocally) but also because of what he did to the State and
member for Gilles .thlnk of all these shenanigans? On 1Q,q he didit. Many people, completely spontaneously, raised
February theAdvertiserread as follows: with me the home loan interest subsidy scandal, in which the

Colin McKee warns if negotiations to find him a seat break downthen Premier used $2 million of taxpayers’ funds to buy
he would have no option but ‘to pack my kitbag and move to theg|ectoral support.
crossbenches. it would be untenable to sit with the Labor . . .
Government after the Labor Party has told me they do notwantme.’ | put to the member for Ross Smith that if he believes that

. . his constituents support him as strongly as he believes they
(I;lijllrtege;,gc;rilnlset;ggruary in ttgunday Maithe member for do, he clearly is hearing only what he wants to hear. It is
) reminiscent of the well-known fable relating to the emperor’s

If no seat is found for me by (the end of the month), then I'll hew clothes. It needs only one constituent of the member for
walk. .. Ross Smith to tell the truth to his face for an unstoppable
Itis a bit like a person given out in cricket, no doubt, but heavalanche of criticism to be heard. A word of warning to the
says: former Premier: keep doorknocking only your friends and
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relatives, although one wonders how many friends thexpansion onto its program as an election sweetener, but

honourable member has left. under this Government it will probably have exactly the same
Mr Becker: Two? fate as it did before.
Dr ARMITAGE: Possibly— When | look at the economy | am continually told by

The ACTING SPEAKER (Hon. T.H. Hemmings): The people who wish for better things for their children that one
member for Hanson is interjecting out of his place, so | hopéailing in particular in South Australia is the fact that their
the honourable member will not respond. children have basically been deserted by this Governmentin

Dr ARMITAGE: My attention was drawn to the state of relation to education. Let us look at the role of this Govern-
the House and | did not see that the member for Hanson wdgent over the past 10 years regarding education. I would like
out of his place; nevertheless it was an apposite interjectio® remind the House of just one fact. It is only a little quote
Why are people in the electorate of Ross Smith so distressdtlt it meant a lot in the 1985 ALP election policy speech. |
about what has happened? It is because they have seen Scath pleased to see the former Minister of Education in the
Australia go backwards over the past 10 years. House, because the ALP election policy speech stated,

Indeed, the member for Napier in his Address in Reply 1€acher numbers will be maintained.” Since then the number
speech earlier today alluded to some of the problems facingf lachers in State Government schools has been reduced by
this Government at present because of what has happenéd00- So much for that promise. Is it any wonder that South
during the past 10 years. The reason this has happened caHstralian parents are angry when they see education in
probably be seen in the Arthur D. Little report where an>0uth Australia declining rapidly and therefore lessening the

independent assessment of Labor’s performance was givéiances of their children being able to compete in an
as follows: increasingly educated world.

If we look in general at Labor’s promises in respect of
education made and not honoured in the 1982, 1985 and 1989
thatis, the policy of the then Bannon Government and of thgjections, we find the following:
now Arnold Government— - To reduce the staff/child ratio in preschools.
has been one of shooting any bird that flies past rather than planning To establish a maximum class size of 25 for junior
for the future economic well-being of the State which gives t.hough(i?rimary and 27 for the remaining levels of primary schooling.
to both attracting strategic industries as well as to nurturing an
fostering local business. - To _cTeate ahscklmol (|;|>s:[1yme|jt.ij funtﬁ t? fudn_d theI(;OSt of

. . : materials in schools and to maintain the fund in real terms.
greeogfg;:‘yﬂ\:ﬁtﬂiﬁ?ﬁt;ggsro fsosrslénolg; ag%;%S:nuéhvﬁfhsiﬁga To promote excellence by increasing advisory services.
Government because they did not want a Government that To ensure @eachgars can effectively |mpleme_nt curriculum
tried to shoot any bird that went past; they wanted a Goverr@dvIsory services (in fac'g, they have been decimated).
ment that planned and had the courage to achieve what it 10 guarantee no funding cuts to schools.
wanted to do. - To provide extra staff for special schools.

If one looks at what the Government wanted to do and 1O Provide progressive improvement of school buildings
what it did not have the courage to do, one could read out @1d grounds. o
litany, and | intend to do so. The promised cost of the Maring A curriculum guarantee for every student to significantly
Rocks marina was $360 million; the Mount Lofty hotel and improve the quality of education.
cable car, $55 million; Jubilee Point, $160 million; Wilpena, = The establishment of a natural history centre in the
$50 million; Marineland, $39 million—the Premier was Flinders Ranges National Park for environmental education.
intimately involved as the Minister responsible, while with - To retain non-instructional time for secondary teachers at
all the others he was merely the Minister at the table; th&0 per cent.
paper recycling plant, $300 million; the southern O-Bahn andHere we have a litany of promises, not one of which was
Tonsley interchange, $170 million; the Woomera redevelopkept. Is it any wonder that South Australian parents are
ment, $250 million; the Darlington bypass and third arterialdeserting this failed Government and its education policies
road to the southern suburbs, $50 million; the third unit forin droves?
the Northern Power Station, $450 million; and the petrochem- The area for which I have particular responsibility for the
ical and coal gasification plants, $1 000 million. Just imagineDpposition in this House is health, and | should like to spend
the effect that all those projects or even some of them woulthe remaining brief time in this debate addressing a number
have had on the economy of South Australia. of issues which arose in regard to a media release which the

I have left until now the three that affect my electorate, theMinister of Health, Family and Community Services put out
State electorate of Adelaide, which of course contains thtoday and which is clearly the gloss. Of course, the dross will
central business district and, as such, is a pivotal electorat®me when the budget papers are released. The Minister
in the future of South Australia. Which projects were indicates that this year’s budget will include an unspent $34
promised and not achieved in the State electorate of Adelaidaillion from last financial year’s health budget.
over the last few years of the Bannon decade and the Arnold Every one of the 9 500 patients on the waiting list has a
responsibility? First, the Victoria Square facelift, which waslegitimate right to ask the Minister of Health, Family and
to cost a mere $200 million. | remember during the immedi-Community Services, ‘Why was that money not spent on my
ate pre-election period in 1989 great shenanigans ammperation?’ The reason it was not spent is clearly that it was
hullabaloo about what was going to be done, and | defyoeing squirreled away so it could be used as a pre-election
anyone to see one thing different in Victoria Square. Secondsweetener. Certainly, it is appalling that a Government would
ly, the O-Bahn tunnel under the parklands, which was to cogtlay with people’s health and cause increased suffering for
$40 million—still another pipe dream. Thirdly, the Art its own political ends. The Minister indicated with much
Gallery expansion, which was to cost $30 million. At least thehullabaloo that this budget includes spending of $67.7 million
Government has had the goodwill to put the Art Galleryon capital works.

By and large, the policy—
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In at least one report which has been leaked to me ancbnviction. As other members of this side of the House have
which | highlighted last year it was stated that merely tosaid, he put his stamp upon a new education portfolio at that
upgrade the Royal Adelaide Hospital and the Queen Elizabetime, and it certainly earned the respect of many people. Mr
Hospital to modern day standards would require $200Hudson told me to call him Hugh on the very first day of my
million. A legitimate question to the Minister would be: does entry into this House—there was no such thing as ‘Mr’ in the
he believe that this wonderful $67.7 million to be spent oncorridors; everyone was on a first name basis—and that was
capital works will guarantee that the sluices do not leak irthe manner in which he conducted his business around this
hospitals and that maggots do not get through the walls? Orouse, and certainly it was a pleasure to have him in my
Thursday | questioned the Minister about services for thelectorate when he was holding that portfolio. | extend my
Child Protection Unit at the Women’'s and Children’s sincere condolences to the families of all those members.
Hospital.

| asked the Minister whether he would increase fundingne
because clearly the unit was unable to dea_l .W'th the load. IHext State election, or certainly to be a springboard into the
fact, the House was told then that the faC|I|t|.es WEre COMr5st session of Parliament that this present Parliament will
pletely adequate, that there had been an increase in tlp]

previous year, which | acknowledged to the Minister, but heF;:\le’ and | found it rather disappointing that there was very

Her Excellency referred to numerous issues throughout
r speech, which was designed to be a springboard into the

- ; ; ittle in it that could be a source of inspiration and confidence
said that in the present circumstances there would seem to P

. S the future. The very first thing that | picked up was that
no need for any increase because everything is adequa fiere was no reference to the submarines. One would have

\é\./hatt dé) ;/vet{]lpd a mere flye d?ys Iatderl:. $; t5% O?O |sbtq beEhought that that was a business that was able to attract many
irected 1o this very service. 1 .am delignted it 1S beINgy, qregs; if not thousands, of jobs to South Australia, and as
directed there because clearly it is necessary, but obvious ch should have been worth a mention. However. that was

the M'lnlster was not on top of h's. pO.I'tf0|I0. not the case, while other lesser issues were referred to.
This Government and its standing in the polls are adequate

examples of why the people of South Australia are rejecting When | refer to other lesser issues | do not mean that in
a self-centred, faction-driven group of people who wouldany derogatory sense because every aspect does have some
rather deal with their own internal squalid problems withsignificance to each of the individuals. Reference was made
groups of thugs from South Terrace than with the low keyto the requirement to effectively prop up the State Bank and

people on North Terrace— | do not think any of us realise or understand the gravity of
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable thatsituation. Certainly, | believe the Government will realise

member’s time has expired. and understand the gravity of the situation because there is
Mr OSWALD: Mr Deputy Speaker, | draw your attention no doubt it will cost it office next time around. | feel for all

to the state of the House. the people who are suffering as a result of the tightening up
A quorum having been formed: of banking policies. Much of this has been brought about by

maladministration, certainly poor administration, by many
Mr BLACKER (Flinders): Like other members, | executive officers of the bank.

support the motion and commend Her Excellency the g4t rather hypocritical that the banks can now put the
Governor for the decorum with which she presented hepqay on farmers and small businesses in a manner which
address to Parliament last Tuesday. Her Excellency’s speegRgjetely lacks feeling and understanding for their position.
flrst_drew attention to the dgaths of former members of g |q jike to guote from an editorial in the Kangaroo Island
Parliament, and I, too, would like to add my condolences tq,e\ysnaper. The editorial was entitled ‘Stop the madness'. |
the families of the late Sir Condor Laucke, the late Mr Dickyiyi hot quote it in its entirety, but I will refer to it because

Geddes, the late Mr Teusner and the late Mr Hugh Hudson. 04 on 19 talk about the Gary Lovering case where the
I do so, Sir, because | knew all of those members, althoug, - v is now obliged to pay $1.87 million. That, no doubt,

I did not know Mr Teusner very well. has taken the Lovering family from the island and caused

Sir Condor Laucke had spoken to me on nuMerougnqrmaus problems. The editorial of Mr Neville Cordes
occasions. It was said on the occasion of the State funeral th tes:

he was certainly a gentleman in every sense of the word, an
I do not think that any one of us would dare to suggest That Gary Lovering did what he did is not surprising—for it is
otherwise, because | have never known a gentleman who wie mark of the man. Those who have lived, worked and played with

; ; ; is man know him as a fighter, a leader, a man of integrity and an
so kind and thoughtful. Certainly he was prepared to discu utstanding citizen. The judgment [in the court case] painted a black

matters of importance and of a family nature with any persopjcture. Not of crimes committed, but of errors and omissions,
at any time, and | think to that end it has been an honour taeglect of fiduciary duty and the minute of the law. Thus the major
have known Sir Condor, and | certainly extend my deepestreditor, the State Bank of South Australia, proved its case, at

i i ienormous cost. But there would seem to be hardly any benefit at all
sympathies to Lady Laucke and other members of his famllyfeor it in the exercise. So who wins? Not the Loverings—they've been

Many of us knew the late Mr Geddes, who was a membeyined out. Not the Kangaroo Island community—it has had another
of the Legislative Council from 1965 to 1979. He and | hadkick in the stomach and lost a hard-working family who have
many issues of common interest, as he was originally frongontributed enormously over the decades. Not the bank—certainly
the land, and as such we were able to have many discussiof§t the bank. Its hypocrisy in pointing the accusing finger of bad

: . management at its clients is breathtaking. Who wins? No-one. So
Mr Teusner left Parliament one term of office before IIet‘s stop this madness. There has to be a better way. Maybe there

entered this House, and although | recall many a discussigsstill room for some commonsense to prevail, enabling something
about his contribution to Parliament, which indeed wago be salvaged from this particular mess. Believe it or not we are a
lengthy, | did not have the pleasure of meeting him then. friend of the State Bank, we want to see it restored to its once proud

The Hon. Hugh Hudson was a Minister for the first six position as the battler's bank, the little people’s bank. But it has a

. h é%ng way to go. Anderson, McNamara, Holman, Arnold, Lovering—
years of my membership of this House, and he was a man @iefist goes on and on. We appeal to the State Bank—all banks—to

strong political integrity who was able to lead with a firm stop the madness now. There has to be a better way. Just find it.
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Mr Deputy Speaker, | believe that you, Sir, as Chairman offhey were sorted out, and certain prosecutions have been
the Rural Finance Select Committee, would share thoskid. Certainly, a children’s aid panel has been called in and
sentiments. | commend to you and other members of thahany of those students have been chastised—and in some
committee some of the statements that have been made to teases charged—for their wrongdoings.
House from time to time. We need to find a better way to | hope that no school ever has to go through that exercise
handle crisis situations as they occur. Mr Deputy Speakeggain. | only hope that the lessons learned through that have
you and other members would know that | have raised in thifad a salutary effect on all concerned and that the learning
House on a number of occasions my concerns for what magnvironment that has now been restored can continue in the
happen when certain people are pushed to the limits of strefgture. | thank all sections of the community for the respon-
that they may not be able to handle. My biggest fear is thasible manner in which they responded to that—the school
somebody is going to get seriously hurt in all of this exercisecouncil, the staff and the students, who have been able to
Her Excellency referred to a number of other issues irdemonstrate that they can get on with their learning activities
relation to primary industries and reference was made to thi@ a responsible way. | hope that the lesson has been learned
mouse plague. Members would know that | have alreadgnd that the wider community can take an interest in it.
given notice of a motion, hopefully to come on next Wednes- Unfortunately, a similar thing might have occurred at the
day, so that issue may be able to be debated before this Houketon Point Primary School where, during the school
and some resolution brought before it. However, our weathérolidays, three rooms were trashed. In that instance, the
conditions—and reference was made to them in Her Excebffenders carried paint onto the school grounds and took it
lency’s speech—are not proving favourable to some areas @fto classrooms. It was an act of wilful damage; there is no
the State. We have had a very late season, as members woglgestion about that. Only a fortnight ago, those three rooms
know, and regrettably large areas of the State have beamere burned to the ground. That has caused an enormous
affected by the mouse plague. In the last two or three dayamount of stress to the students and the staff and, needless to
severe wind storms, coupled with damage, have occurred say, it has been not only in the headlines of our papers but in
areas with little or no crops on them. the State media, and a lot of counselling has been required for
People in those areas are facing what might well turn outhe students and staff involved.
to be a very bleak farming year. | hope that that is not the | am also pleased to report that the respective depart-
case: where there is some hope, we would like to think thanents—and there were many departments involved—
some return will result. For the interim period it certainly responded quickly, and at this time there is certainly nothing
looks as though things are not too good for the areas of thieut praise for all those departments for the way in which they
northern part of the Eyre Peninsula and some parts of theesponded to a very difficult position. In saying that, | point
Murray. out that we have not solved the problem. There are people out
I would like to raise a couple of other issues of a morein our communities who want to destroy public property—for
social nature. Members will know that | have referred in thiswhatever reason, we do not know. | hope that those persons
House to vandalism in schools, such as the large-scalgho have done that will recognise the error of their ways. |
breaking of windows and the trashing and setting alight ohope that any people who know or have any indication of
schools. This has created a great deal of animosity andho the offenders might be will contact the police so that we
anxiety within the community, so much so that there has evenan do everything within our power to see that it does not
been the suggestion of vigilante groups. | make the plea thaiappen again.
we do not head down that track. Certainly, we must work On many occasions in this House | have referred to the
within the province of the law; we must do everything we canGulflink Ferry. | do so again to give my full support to that
to assist the police to track down the offenders who damaggroject. | believe it is an area where the Government could
public property; and we must help get our young people backlmost immediately pick up 500 jobs. It would provide a
into a learning environment in which they are relaxed, fregransport corridor between the eastern seaboard and Western
from stress and able to get on with the job. Australia, save a considerable amount of mileage and take a
Earlier this year, an unfortunate incident occurred at théarge amount of the heavy haulage industry off our roads, and
Port Lincoln High School; there was a massive brawl, inthat is obviously costing this State a lot of money. We could
which large numbers of students were involved. There waget that heavy haulage off our main roads, particularly the
many a blood nose and | am told that, on a couple of occaoad from Port Wakefield to Kimba or through to Cowell; it
sions, there were some broken noses. To the credit of theould then go via Cowell, Cleve, Lock to Kyancutta and
Headmaster, the school staff, the school council, and thieack to the Eyre Highway.
Minister and her staff, immediate action was taken. That | strongly support this project not only because | believe
resulted in emergency meetings being called that very santbat the project stands up in terms of the financial figures for
night and a subsequent series of meetings. | am very pleas#te heavy haulage industry but because the spin-off effects
to be able to report to this House that a great deal of good wder the Eyre Peninsula would be enormous. There would be
done by those meetings, and my full commendation goes tan immense benefit to the tourism industry of South Australia
the Principal of the high school, Mr Rod Cox, for his and to every other industry on Eyre Peninsula because it
involvement in putting straight that matter. would bring Adelaide, obviously a large market place, so
As members have probably gathered, in that brawl therenuch closer. It would make the Eyre Peninsula a weekend
were implications of racial bias by various groups. To hisdestination; and it would enable people to buy a holiday town
credit, the Principal sat down one section of the communitjhouse, or whatever they would like, within driving distance
in one room and gave every student a piece of paper andadter work—admittedly, it might be a bit later, if one leaves
pencil, and he put the other group in another room, tellingrom work at 5 o’clock on a Friday evening, but one could
every one of them to make a statement. That cross-chegitill be at Port Lincoln by 10 or 10.30 that same evening. That
provided the opportunity to sort out who were the trouble-s the sort of infrastructure that is possible with the Gulflink
makers. Fortunately, it was a very small number of peopleFerry.
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| have been actively involved in trying to promote andis now providing 200 permanent jobs, plus casual jobs that
assist the proponents of that project. | have come acrosgould go with it, all because of the entrepreneurial activities
enormous levels of Government bureaucracy. To myofa few tuna fishermen and the recognition of an opportunity
pleasure, | have found that the Premier and Ministers havihat existed.
been quite supportive of the project, but I have also found, to  |n the very first instance, recognition must be given to the
my absolute horror and dismay, that some of the departmentgict that the State Government did play some part in the first
officers have been to the contrary. | would question whethefivo trial ponds. It was a tripartite arrangement between the
the Ministers who are giving some moral support to thaiSouth Australian Government, the Japanese Tuna Farmers
project know exactly what their officers are doing. I hope, atFederation and the Tuna Boatowners Association, all of
alater time, that | will be able to relay to the House some ofyhom contributed financially to that. In a very short space of
those instances, which | am sure the Premier and some of higne, it soon became known that this project would be a goer,
ministerial colleagues would be quite horrified to find out. and now enormous amounts of money have been spent in

So, | do ask that at the appropriate time this House giveetting it up.
due consideration to and support for the Gulflink Ferry  there has been a lot of trial and error effort in the catching
project. It can create immediate jobs, not only in the construcyt ihe fish so that there is less stress on the fish. Tuna are now
tion of the infrastructure at either end and in the building ofgpje 1o pe caught in a purse seine net, held there while
the vessels but also in the ongoing service, operation angsther vessel brings down a small towable pond. Two divers
supply of the ferry units. It would enable fuel distribution to getinto the water, open up the nets and steer the fish into the
Eyre Peninsula to be carried out ex-Cowell; and it would ond, lace them up again and, at 1 knot per hour, tow the
enable an enormous amount of support services to come \)O nd back to Boston Bay at Port Lincoln, where a similar
Wallaroo. No doubt the member for Goyder would have agocess occurs and the ponds are pulled alongside the fish
intimate knowledge of the services and support in higaym the nets are unlaced and the fish swim in. There is

electorate. Certainly, the township of Wallaroo and theyinimum stress, but it is a technique that has been designed
intervening towns on that carriageway would benefit from it.5 04 evolved by the tuna fishermen.

I know that the Mayor of Wallaroo and the council in that
area have given the project their full support. | guess we arf

all at a point of frustration: where are we going; what is thetimes, from about $800 per fish up to about $13 000 (which

hold-up; and where do we go from here? is the record for a very large fish of about 137 kilograms).

There is no doubt that if the ferry was up and running th : :
building industry would be able to pick up enormously, anéa!'hese fish are very valuable and worth looking after. On a

I am referring to Eyre Peninsula, no doubt at Wallaroo an ighter note, it was rather interesting when a 12 metre whale

along the carriageway as well. There is no doubt that man ?]tillgto one of these ponds and caused a bit of a hassle for a

of those seaside resorts could well become the retiremen .
centres for many people in Adelaide. It is getting to the stage Mr S-G. Evans: It had a whale of a time!
now that land available for the retirement housing industry Mr BLACKER: It certainly had a whale of atime. It did
is no longer affordable within a reasonable distance ofOteatany tuna and they were able to get it out without any
Adelaide. We are finding that Victor Harbor and areas in thagtress to the whale; and they hardly lost a tuna fish out of that
vicinity are far too expensive for the average person tame pond, soitwas great. This has had another spin-off. The
acquire a block and set up a retirement home or unit. tommy ruffs that swam into the pond when they were very
Itis no longer possible for that to be within the affordablesmall have now grown to the extent that they cannot get out.
range of the average person, whereas, if the ferry Weﬁ'éhey are now about five or six times the normal size of a
operable, certainly all those other townships on Eyrdommy ruff and they have become a valuable commodity.
Peninsula and no doubt on Yorke Peninsula (but certainljlowever, the bureaucracy has stepped into the act again with
Cowell, Arno Bay, Port Neill, Tumby Bay and Port Lincoln, the question: whose fish are they? The tuna fishermen do not
and the list goes on) would be within easy reach of Adelaidehave a licence to take tommy ruffs. Those tommy ruffs have
Add to that the benefits of produce from the peninsula beingwum into the ponds out of the wild and been fed by the tuna
made available on a daily basis, and the closer links witfishermen. Whose fish are they? | do not know. There is a
sporting bodies. No doubt Eyre Peninsula and Yorkdechnical problem there that has to be resolved. There is a
Peninsula could then have inter-association sporting chanfiesource that has developed by mistake or a quirk of nature,
pionships. The list goes on and on. I just hope that we will seBut it can be addressed and quite a significant industry can be
in the very near future some breakthrough to this seeming€eveloped as an offshoot from the feeding of the tuna.
impasse and what | suggest is an unexplainable attitude of Another aquaculture industry that is getting under way is
some departmental officers. abalone. | commend those three different organisations which
Having said that, | would like to refer to a few other more are into abalone farming. They have successfully bred and
positive industries that are getting up and running at théatched out the abalone and they are into the growing out
present moment, and | refer to the tuna farming exercise thatages. They are looking for a cocktail abalone—something
is presently under way in Port Lincoln. There are 24 or 2%elow the normal size of abalone that can be taken from the
ponds operating, each pond having 10 tonnes of fish, with wild—to meet that cocktail market. That has the potential to
value-adding process of from $6 to $40 a kilogram. That ide a multi-million dollar industry. | commend those who have
certainly a success story at the moment. taken enormous risks and spent a lot of time and money on
However, there are learning problems. Where do we findetting up the hatcheries and the growing out ponds and tanks
sufficient pilchards to be able to feed these fish? Already fisin order to get this market going. May they do well. However,
are being imported from Tasmania, Western Australia antet us get Government bureaucracy off their backs and give
Japan to feed the tuna in the ponds at Port Lincoln, so thalhem a go. | am sure that if we did that other industries would
they can be value added and returned to Japan. That industrso get going.

| trust that the Japanese people continue their desire and
e for sashimi fish which are bringing enormous prices at
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Similar comments could be said about the oyster growerfueen, as Queen of Australia. We are very fortunate to still
At present they are catering for only 12 per cent of the State’maintain our ties with Britain. Being an anti-republican,
consumption of oysters, but it is envisaged that within twowhich | will say a little more about in a moment, | hope that
years there will be ample availability of locally grown oystersfor many, many years to come we maintain those ties.
to meet an export market. The oyster industry is going | also acknowledge the very good work done by Her
through that same phase now. It has developed a marketiiekcellency the Governor, Dame Roma Mitchell. It is fair to
arm of its organisation called OYSA, and | believe that it issay that she is popular in all corners of South Australia. She
heading along the right track. has taken the time to travel throughout the State and the job

I have read Her Excellency’s speech, but | find little or noshe is doing has been admired by everybody. | was fortunate
reference to the Year of the Family. As all members knowgnough to be in my electorate yesterday when Her Excellency
next year is to be designated by the Commonwealth Goverrravelled all the way down to open new district council
ment as the Year of the Family. | find no reference whatsoehambers in Naracoorte. Travelling all the way down for the
ever in Her Excellency’s speech that this Government i®vent and then back to Adelaide, she again showed her
heading down the track of having a complementary Year ofledication and how she feels about South Australia, even
the Family at State level. Members know that | have raisedvhen the State is in the depression that it is.
this matter in the House on many occasions. On each In relation to the republican issue, | say to all those people
occasion | have been knocked out because the Governmemho want to tear down something that works very well
of the day said that it should be done at Commonwealth osimply to put in place something that does not have any
Federal level. Here is the opportunity. The Commonwealttiuture benefit for this nation and this State, please think
has designated next year as the Year of the Family. What egain. | am proud of our British background. We are part-
South Australia doing about it? According to Her Excel-time people as we sit in this place, which was built in 1889,
lency’s speech, nothing. | think that this House should beparticipating in democracy as it was practised in the British
taking up that matter and making sure that we get a cooper&mpire. We are most fortunate that we have a Parliament
tive approach by all Government departments, therebynodelled on the British Parliament and modelled on democ-
ensuring that they focus on the Year of the Family. racy as it was and still is known in that country and, of

Mr S.G. Evans: The Liberals will do that after Christmas. course, in the dominion.

Mr BLACKER: The honourable member says that the As we sit in here and look around at the portraits of
Liberals will do that after Christmas. | do not know when thefamous people who have sat in this place and understand that
election will or will not be held. Whatever happens, it doeswe are here for a very short time, albeit long enough for the
not matter. The planning needs to be done immediately if wactions of some of us to have some influence on the direction
are to become meaningfully involved in such a program. | ansSouth Australia is taking, we acknowledge that, being here
sure every member of the House would have to agree that thett do something for our State and for democracy, we owe this
is what we should be doing, but at present there seems to logportunity to our British forefathers who came to Australia
little or no evidence of that. and founded this country. To all of those people who want to

I noted in Her Excellency’s speech a reference to Mabosubstitute something that | do not believe will give us any
Yesterday, | attended a meeting in Sydney of National Partpenefit, all | can say is: think again. And to those people who
State Leaders. We were trying to achieve some commonalitsit in this place until the next election, as well as those who
of approach. | believe from the discussions that took plac&ill continue to be here after the election, | say: please think
there and what | have heard from the Premier of Soutkbout the future of our State and nation; have some vision for
Australia and other people here that all States are headiribe future and do not destroy something that has existed in
down a common track. this State for over 140 years and in Australia for some 200

If the Federal Government does not soon do somethingears.
about the tenures and leases, each State should enact compleAs you would understand, Mr Deputy Speaker, this
mentary legislation. | propose that every State should meegepublican nonsense being debated in Australia at present is
to get their acts together, so that they can then meet with theepolitical stunt to take our minds off the real issues that this
Commonwealth to make sure that rational commonsenseuntry is facing: one million unemployed nationally, and
prevails over the outcome. There has been so much misinfot00 000 unemployed in South Australia; an economic
mation, so much misunderstanding and so much misrepreset@cession that is akin to the 1930s, and no-one is doing
tation by the press, and more particularly by some of th@nything about it. The Federal Government and this State
organisations which may or may not have vested interest§&;overnment have their snouts in the trough and are carrying
We need to make sure that we are on a level plain in thisn the notions of Government in this State and nation simply
matter and know what we are talking about and are able tto enjoy the benefits and the perks of power.
proceed appropriately with it. | support the motion for No decisions are being made—keep your mind off what
adoption of the Address in Reply. is going wrong in the country and make sure, because of

compulsory voting, that we keep the public in the dark and

The Hon. J.H.C. KLUNDER (Minister of Public do as little as we can! If ever there was a case of a blueprint

Infrastructure): | move: being put before the people of Australia which would have
That the time for moving the adjournment of the House beturned this nation around, it was that blueprint proposed by
extended beyond 10 p.m. the Liberal Party before the last Federal election. | am not
Motion carried. bemoaning the case that that election was lost, but it was the
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable member for last chance for Australian people—voters—to have honest
Victoria. Government.

It was the last chance for Australian voters to have a plan
Mr D.S. BAKER (Victoria): Thank you, Mr Deputy putbefore them to alter the course of the nation but, because
Speaker. | want to start by reaffirming my allegiance to theof compulsory voting and the scare campaign, or the nega-
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tives, promoted by the Government of the day—I do nothat if you were allowed to speak in this debate you would
criticise them for that: it was good politics—this nation will agree, because it is most important. The work that he has
now turn around much more slowly than it would have turneddone in primary industries shows—
around if we could change direction more quickly. People on  An honourable member interjecting:
both sides of the House— Mr D.S. BAKER: Perhaps he has taken advice from other
The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: people—but it shows that he cares and that he will not stoop
Mr D.S. BAKER: If the Minister wants to interject (I toacceptthat slush fund in his electorate to try to get him re-
would love him to do so again) and goes back to his seatlected. | am sure that people on this side of the House will
while I have 25 minutes left to speak, | can spend my time omot only be giving him moral support; some of us will be out
the fabricator, who is at the root of half of the problems inthere doorknocking to bring home to the people of Napier
this State, and | will come to those problems in a momentwhat a good gentlemen he is and how he should represent that
However, a change of direction was needed but that did nalectorate after the next election. That is all | wanted to say;
take place. Of course, there is a different philosophy withirl just wanted to cover that matter very briefly.
the Liberal Party in South Australia, because we have a Members interjecting:
policy of non-compulsory voting and so those people who The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
choose to vote because they care for their State will in future Mr D.S. BAKER: | think that the public of South
be voting for the direction South Australia must take. It will Australia should have these matters aired. That is what
not be those people who are forced by law, forced by thelemocracy is all about. With parliamentary privilege one can
policies of members opposite, to put a number in a squargpeak the truth without fear or favour in this place. | think it
who will choose the destiny of South Australia. is time that more people spoke out about what a great job he
Half the problems we are now experiencing in this Statés doing. People in my electorate—the electorate of
have been caused by hoodwinking the public of Southictoria—have asked me what they can do to help, and | say
Australia, by this Government constantly over the past 1@o them, ‘Don’t worry, when our policies come out | know
years misleading this House and the public of South Australigou will want to follow them. But if you want to help, get
as to what was actually happening. The biggest financidahto your secondhand ute, or whatever you have, or cadge a
disaster in Australia’s history was perpetrated by membersde, go down to Napier and help doorknock and tell the
on the Government side. We have heard in the past couple pEople there exactly what is going on with the State Bank.
days how this House was misled by some of its most seniofhe Minister got out of that Party because he was ashamed
Ministers—I cannot put it any other way—and we haveof it and he is standing as an Independent member in South
witnessed the cover-up that went on. The answers given t@ustralia.’
this House were that those matters came out in the royal | was staggered today when the present member for
commission. Those matters did not come out in the royaNapier got up and said some very nasty things about the
commission, and that whole issue of the State Bank saga-Minister. | thought then, ‘Well, what does that say about
and probably only two or three people in this House knowmateship?’ How could you have one of your mates stand up
exactly what went on—did not come out in the royal here and slander you like that? | do not know how they can
commission because the Royal Commissioner was nao out and have a cup of coffee together with all of that going
examining the propriety or impropriety of members of thison.
Government: he was probing into something completely An honourable member: They don't.
different. But if he had wanted to probe into the impropriety Mr D.S. BAKER: Well, they don’t even share the slush
of this Government a much different picture would havefund, | am told. It is that sort of mateship that has got South
emerged. Australia into the position it is in at present. | will move on
So, over the past 10 years this House has been misled ffypm the good job that the Minister of Primary Industries has
this Government—3$3 billion down the drain. No-one isbeen doing under severe pressure. How would it be sitting in
accountable and the present Premier is not game to go—aihbinet meetings when you know that your Cabinet col-
will not go—to the people. He says that he might go nexeagues are undermining you? The farmers in South Australia
March. The press is screaming for it, and the public of Southvent to a lot of effort to lobby the Minister of Primary
Australia are saying, ‘Why don’t you be accountable?’. Therdndustries on what should be happening during the mouse
is not a murmur. Government members have their snouts iplague. It is a desperate situation out there, and many
the trough and worry more about what is happening irmembers on this side will attest to that because they have
Hartley and Napier. Who have their hands in the slush fund®ured around and had a look at it, and to the Minister’s credit
There are more worries about that than there are abotme has been around and had a look at the situation.
governing South Australia. We made representation to him and he said, ‘Look, of
The Hon. T.H. Hemmings: We've got $9. course we have to do something about it, of course we have
Mr D.S. BAKER: Well, the present member for Napier to help them. But when he got to Cabinet the rug was pulled
interjects. | hope that after the next election the very honoureut. He had made the announcement: ‘We think we will pay
able and hard working member for Hartley, as he is now—thdor the strychnine to help these people to stop the plague.
Minister of Primary Industries—wins that seat. He has showrTalk about the Pied Piper leading the masses. But when he
independence and guts in taking on the factions and thgot to Cabinet, no, it did not want to help him. I say to all
Government. He has worked very hard to look after thepeople in rural South Australia: ‘Don’t blame the Minister of
people of South Australia and | hope the people of SouttPrimary Industries, he is trying to do his best. Just have a
Australia get behind the Hon. Terry Groom and keep him inook at what is happening in Cabinet as the factional fight
this place. goes on and they continues to pull the rug from under him.
It is people with that honesty and integrity that we needf you have your problems in South Australia rurally—and
in this place. We need people with the vision that he has fowe know you have—use your last dollar to try to get the
the future of South Australia. Mr Deputy Speaker, | am suréMinister of Primary Industries re-elected in Napier.
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Mr Venning: Hear, hear! Executive Officer fought with the Minister because nothing
Mr D.S. BAKER: Thank you to the honourable member, was happening. So ETSA, as one of this State’s great
another rural member who can understand the value of whabtential money earners to help South Australia out of its
the Minister is doing. problems, at present is being bled dry—
An honourable member interjecting: The Hon. J.H.C. Klunder: And you'll sell it off, won't
Mr D.S. BAKER: Yes, well they're leaving the ship. | you.
want to pass on my condolences to Sir Condor Laucke’s Mr D.S. BAKER: The Minister said that we would sell
family. He was a great South Australian. The work that he didt off. What we will not do is suck $100 million out of
for South Australia has been acknowledged on both sides @&lectricity consumers in South Australia and put it into
this House. While he was Lieutenant Governor those of u§&eneral Revenue and run it down as he has been doing.
who are involved in politics had many chances to meetwith The Hon. J.H.C. Klunder: Because you won't be in
Sir Condor over the past few years. It was said, in fact by th&overnment.
Premier, that Sir Condor was a serene man; he was an Mr D.S. BAKER: | will not even bother with that, Mr
unassuming man. Deputy Speaker. However, that is what happened there. Look
| think that all South Australians can look up to Sir at the E&WS Department. Here we are, attempting to put
Condor and acknowledge what he did for this State, and takegether (although it will not succeed) two of the State’s
heart that there are people who want to work for Souttbiggest entities, with assets of $2.6 billion each; ETSA with
Australia and that those people have South Australia in mintiabilities of about $450 million and the E&WS Department
and not their own needs and ends. My condolences go to Skl billion in debt. Here we are, trying to put together these
Condor’s family. His memory will live long in South two entities, one 75 per cent down the way of reform that is
Australia. necessary to give us cheaper power in South Australia to
I want to turn now to the Electricity Trust and the E&WS attract, in turn, some industry to South Australia; in relation
Department, and | guess it stems from one Minister. There it the other, the Minister would learn a lot if he read pages
one Minister in this place whom | have been criticising for59, 60 and 61 of the Auditor-General’'s Report. They have not
many years, and | have for many years been criticising theven revalued their assets (especially the dams and the
departments he runs, because of the incompetent way imderground mines) to allow for depreciation in their balance
which he runs those departments and because of the dollaskeet.
that have been lost to the taxpayers in South Australia. Once That is how far out of kilter they are; they cannot even
again— prepare a balance sheet that allows for depreciation so they
Members interjecting: can work out their liabilities each year and keep up that
Mr D.S. BAKER: | hate talking about people when they infrastructure in South Australia. They do not want to stand
are not in the House, but he just happens to be in the Housthe heat. That is why they are trying to put it together,
The Hon. J.H.C. Klunder interjecting: because the reforms have not even started there. The Auditor-
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! General has been scathing in his last two reports about what
Mr D.S. BAKER: The Minister interjects about profit is going in the E&WS, so they cobble it together for a bit of
figures. If he wants a discussion about profit and loss he ha election scam, like the previous elections in 1989 and 1985
picked on the wrong person. If he can show me one deparénd say, ‘We will put them together because there are a lot
ment that he has run since he came into this Parliament-ef benefits in it
certified by the Auditor-General—one department that he has The document put out by the Minister, detailing the
touched that has made a profit, let him stand up here and ddrategic potential saving as a result of the E&WS and ETSA
it and we will have the debate. And he can go first, second amerger, is an absolute shambles. If | went through it line by
last, | do not mind, because this Minister has been a disgradime, | would find that it is a typical document written by
in South Australia with his incompetence in running thesebureaucrats or people who know absolutely nothing about
departments. On everything he has touched he has lohancial management. The Minister is putting this forward.
taxpayers money. We will start off— | understood that the Minister would not even allow the Chief
The Hon. J.H.C. Klunder interjecting: Executive Officer the correct replacement; he would not
Mr D.S. BAKER: We will get on to ETSA right now. allow the gentleman to come down from Queensland. There
Robin Marrett did a magnificent job with ETSA. Its reform is a pretty good yarn going around that there have been a few
process is about 70 per cent along the road that any busines®tions of no confidence in respect of his administration
person would say it should be along. He did a marvellous jobately.
and what happened? Robin Marrett said ‘Look, | am going Any person worth their salt could go through this docu-
to leave, and | want this reform process to carry on.’ So, thenent and make those savings on each department if they were
board of ETSA looked over the whole of Australia for the any good at all. This reads as an absolute scam. | know we
best person to do the job and picked a gentleman fromwill debate it in the next few days, but | just hope the
SEQEB in Queensland, but he did not suit the Minister. IMinister has a few answers. | know he will not have them,
suppose he could add up, and that was why they did not wabtut | hope he has a bevy of advisers around him who
him. But he was not allowed to come down. understand a bit about finance and who can add up, because
I have written to that gentleman and said, ‘Keep your bagsve will expose to the public of South Australia exactly what
packed; South Australia needs you.” When you cannot pickhe Government is trying to get away with here. The taxpay-
people for a job because they are competent, it shows hoers of South Australia will be asked once again to pay for a
low you are going on the managerial scale. That gentlemacover-up—that is all this is. What about the gentleman who
would have carried on the reform process that Robin Marretill run it? What credentials has he to run a business with
started, and | think everyone would acknowledge that it wagsssets of more than $5 billion?
a battle, because he did not get any help at all from the That is pretty big business; it is nearly double what the
Minister. The board fought with the Minister and the Chief Minister and his colleagues lost in the State Bank. That is



174 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Tuesday 10 August 1993

how fast they have been going back. They went back $3.1 That is the problem in this State. The Government could
billion in the past five years in what they lost in the Statenot care less how much the taxpayer has to put in. Coming
Bank, and here we have them trying to put together an entityp to the next election we will have the same old promises
worth another $5 billion that is of absolutely no financial again. Before the last election we had free bus travel for kids.
benefit to the taxpayer at all. If they claim there is a financialf ever the parents of South Australia should damn this
benefit, there is nothing in this document to show that thaGovernment, apart from what they are paying out now to
financial benefit could not be found by the prudent manageprop up the State Bank, it is because they lost control of their
ment of each organisation. children as a result of the free bus travel that was given out
It will be a very interesting debate, because no doubt thigt that time. People were travelling all over Adelaide from
Minister will be running it, but this is the very same Minister Elizabeth to right down south, obliterating the railway
who told us that Scrimber was a wonderful thing. It had morestations with graffiti, all because it sounded pretty good just
opening dates than there are trees in the forests in the Soutpefore the election. Of course, straight after the election it
East. Finally it was opened just before the 1989 election an@as taken away.
we were told what a wonderful entity it was. Now there is  Mr Venning: What about the Entertainment Centre?
nothing left; it is a shell. They are trying to flog off the  Mr D.S. BAKER: As the honourable member has said,
technology at about one-tenth the price they bought it forthe Entertainment Centre, EntCent as it is well known, which

That is a typical example of the Government's financialsupposedly was to cost $45 million and which cost $60
incompetence and, if you check back throtitgmsardfor the  mijllion, is a white elephant.

past five or six years, you will see that the criticisms about  \r vienning: It went for three elections.
Scrimber that came from this side of the House week after

\évgv?/ii/v_ehsor\:\cl) Sfjou'(: not w]?_rk, how it W?]S badl?l/. managgd andnave them all trotted out again. One thing that will be obvious
getoutofit—are on the public record. at this election is that the promises are starting to wear a bit
Mr Deputy Speaker, you may very well say (and younin pay after day in this House we are documenting all
would be quite right), ‘Why did you not move a motion of no {se promises, all the developments that we were going to
confidence in the Minister when it crashed?’ There was e all the dreams that have turned into nightmares. We are
very good reason: it was much better to leave him thereyaring to get a bit of a track record: it is starting to come
because, after Scrlmper (and we flagged it on this side oftrﬁome. We have the Scrimber operation which cost $60
House), he got stuck into the Forests Department. Forests {fjjiion, the second biggest disaster that this State has ever
South Australia are one of our best assets. Potentially th%own; the State Bank, $3.15 billion: and SGIC, a wonderful
can return $40 million cash a year. example of financial incompetence. People are starting to
The Hon. T.R. Groom interjecting: understand that what we will get from now on for the next
Mr D.S. BAKER: The Minister of Primary Industries couple of months is the old fabrications, the same old press
interjects. He is doing his very best. He has had to pick up theeleases dribbling out the same promises. | have told the
pieces and try to put them together again for the benefit gbeople in the Leader’s office to make sure that the dates are
South Australia. changed on the top of those releases, because they might have
An honourable member: And he’s out there doing it.  forgotten as there is only four years difference. People are
Mr D.S. BAKER: He is out there trying. The forests in starting to wake up because it is hurting their pocket. No
South Australia over the past financial year lost $75 millionlonger can they afford this incompetence.
in cash for South Australia. Dispute it if you will. | would I think it is fair to say that the speech given by the Leader
love members opposite, who would need to go to a goodf the Opposition today documented in detail the litany of
financial person in order to understand it, to debate it. Therdisasters that have occurred in South Australia during the past
has been the normal cover-up. We should be able to get $4( years. When the Government drops the gong and says that
million a year out of just the wood alone. This operationit is ready to go to the people—I do not know why it is
started with some disasters in New Zealand: in fact, we losvaiting—when we get down to what it is all about and the
$17 million or $18 million when we bought a business inLiberal Party policies are put on the table and the debate
New Zealand on unaudited accounts. That is an example ogally starts, that is when members will see that the Liberal
the Government’s level of intelligence over the past 10 yeararty has a plan and a vision for South Australia. Financial
They reckon that the old kiwis are a bit dumb! They sold usmanagement and competence on this side of the House will
a business on unaudited accounts and, when the Governmenéke sure that that policy is carried out. The important thing
finally asked a financial consultant to explain it, it was toothat we must realise is that, if you put the expertise and track
late, they had signed the deal. record of this Government into any other situation in the
Itis a joke, Mr Deputy Speaker. | can see that you are noprivate sector, those people would have been drummed out
laughing, but you, who | know must be a very wealthy of the companies that they ran.
person, sit there not having had the opportunity to be a Because of the accidental bias of the electoral system,
Minister as you richly deserved. Sir, you must be saying, ‘Ifwhich has now been somewhat rectified, because we did not
only | had been there | would not have allowed this tohave a true democracy in South Australia, these people have
happen.’ been held in Government for the length of time that they have
An honourable member interjecting: been in Government. A true democracy is when 50 per cent
Mr D.S. BAKER: He would understand what is going on 0f the people plus one decide a Government, and not when
in forests. | assure members you, Mr Deputy Speaker, woul@e have to get 53 per cent to get into Government. People in
not have lost $75 million last year of taxpayers’ money,South Australia will remember eternally that members
because you understand what this is all about. | do not thinRpposite were ae factoGovernment and were in Govern-
that you have even sold your brewing company shares, biitent with a minority of the vote in South Australia.
you understand what it is all about. The Hon. J.H.C. Klunder interjecting:

Mr D.S. BAKER: It went for three elections, and we will
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Mr D.S. BAKER: He did not lose $3.15 billion. Playford we have the technical expertise; we have the ability to
would never have had you in his ministry, let alone in hismanufacture, and it is a sector that must be boosted and
Government. It is a bit different. At least he was a goodbrought right back to the forefront of economic activity in this

picker of men. State.
The Hon. J.H.C. Klunder interjecting: In the address, mention is made of enterprise zones and
Mr D.S. BAKER: | bet he was. So, Mr Deputy Speaker, one cannot help but notice that there is an element of
on we go. discrimination as to where those zones are to be located. |
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable have nothing against having enterprise zones: it is a good
member’s time has expired. idea. However, it should be on the basis of equal consider-

ation rather than on the basis of what is in that document—a
Mr SUCH (Fisher): | support the motion for the adoption discriminatory approach to certain areas and not others.
of the Address in Reply and, in doing so, | would acknow- Reference throughout the document is made to ‘social
ledge once again the excellent job being done by Dame Ronjastice’. It is a term that this Government has usad
Mitchell in her capacity as Governor in this State. She is nohauseanbecause it does not really believe it, and it certainly
only interested in what is happening in the State, but sh@oes not practise it. It is the most misused slogan of recent
displays great compassion and continuing care for the peoptégnes, and it is meaningless if you have high levels of
of South Australia and it is a pleasure to see her continuingnemployment, if there are no job opportunities, if young
in that active role. people cannot get training, and if they cannot get jobs. It is
I would like to extend condolences to the families of thetime that this Government was honest, deleted references to
Hon. Sir Condor Laucke, the Hon. Richard Geddes, the Honthe term ‘social justice’, and spoke in terms of what it is
Bert Teusner and the Hon. Hugh Hudson. They each madeally on about rather than trotting out that propaganda term
a good contribution to South Australia and their passing is avhich it is not committed to.
loss for this State. The Environment Protection Bill is referred to—an
The address given by the Governor on behalf of thémportant piece of legislation that will be debated shortly. It
Government was a disappointing document. It was extremelig important that, in a time when economic circumstances
thin and had little substance in it. In fact, one could say it wasave taken a downturn and we have high levels of unemploy-
more transparent than a bride’s nightie. It had nothing irment, we remember that the environment is still an important
terms of offering hope or substance for the people of Southspect of our total way of life, and | do not accept the view
Australia at a time when this State is confronted with whathat simply because times are tough the environmental issue
is really a tragedy in terms of a decline in investment andhould slip off the agenda. | remind members that both
record levels of unemployment, particularly among youndenvironment’ and ‘economics’ have the same origin in terms
people. That is a most disgraceful and unsatisfactoryfthe Greek woraikov, and we should look to bring them
situation, yet the address that was given on behalf of theogether rather than try to artificially separate economics from
Government offered no solutions whatsoever. Just more afe environment. There is a lot more that can be done in the
the same, more paralysis on the part of this Government, @ommunity in respect of the environment. There is often a lot
what would be more accurately termed a situation close tof lip service paid to it as a term, but not so much in respect
rigor mortis. of an actual commitment. There is much more that can be
In looking at the address in detail, if we look at the done in respect of recycling, composting, less wasteful
manufacturing sector, various words are used but, as gackaging, and using resources more efficiently—in other
indicated earlier, they are of little substance. One of thevords doing more with less, and that is, after all, real
fundamental points that has to be addressed in terms etonomics when you look at it closely.
manufacturing in this State involves a change in attitude This Government, in its address, has spoken of public
towards those who work in the technical and trades areasector reform. This side of the House acknowledges what has
That is one of the reasons why we are in the predicament wieeen, and still is, a fine Public Service in this State. Certainly,
are in today, because there has been a general downgradingeeds to be constantly made more efficient and effective,
of the role of such people in the community, unlike in otherbut in so doing it is important not to denigrate public servants
countries, for example, in Germany and Japan. or to put the blame on them for the mistakes of this Govern-
It was put to me the other day by a tradesperson that iment. It is very easy to attack public servants and put the
many television advertisements blue collar workers andllame on them, when the blame should be worn by this
tradespeople are often portrayed as silly and stupid. That sdBovernment. | personally take exception to terms that can be
of discrimination against blue collar, trades and technicalised as a form of abuse, like bureaucrat—and | think that
people is foolish and short sighted and is something that mustven the term ‘public servant’ is inappropriate in this day and
be changed. The sooner it is changed the better. One of tlage. They are actually public officers: they are not servants
consequences of that negative attitude towards the peopie anyone. Public officers readily accept that the system in
involved in manufacturing and the trades generally has beemhich they work should be one based on efficiency and
a decline in our manufacturing sector. Manufacturing iseffectiveness, and in my discussions with them they are the
important in South Australia, not only obviously for jobs but first to acknowledge that they want to be part of a Public
also in the wider context of Australia’s security. It is a Service which is both efficient and effective and we should
situation we should not underestimate. Hopefully, it will acknowledge the fine record of the South Australian Public
never be used in that context, but it is important to remembeBervice extending over many years.
that Australia is relatively isolated and needs to maintain its Reference is made in the Governor’s address to Mabo, and
sophisticated manufacturing and electronics base in case badcknowledge that it is a very difficult and complex issue. |
threat from external forces. remind members that in debating and discussing the issue of
We can look with pride at our achievements. If we looktitle to land, we should not inflict or encourage harm upon our
at the submarine project, we can see that in South Australidboriginal community. It is easy for that to occur during
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debate over land title. Similarly we should not underestimatenention is made of the Vocational Education, Employment
the achievements that have occurred amongst Aboriginaind Training Authority. | am disappointed to be informed that
people over time, particularly in relation to education andit is unlikely that legislation establishing the authority will
especially tertiary education. This aspect is brought home toome before this Parliament before the end of the year. | hope
me very strongly, because | recall that, as a child, both Loishat does not turn out to be the case, because it is critical for
O’'Donoghue and Faith Coulthard, who were the firstthe good functioning of the new Institutes of Vocational
Aboriginal nurses to be accepted for training at the RoyaEducation (which replace TAFE colleges) and the training
Adelaide Hospital, used to come to our home because thegvolution that is under way that the authority be established
were friends of an older sister of mine. promptly so that it can accredit the new courses to be set up.

They would have meals and so on at our place and The |nstitutes of Vocational Education must be a genuine
regularly attended there in the year that Aboriginal peopleyternative to universities, and it comes back to the point |
were first accepted as trainees at the Royal Adelaide Hospitghade earlier, namely, that we need to get away from the idea
When | attended secondary school, | was close friends witthat everyone must go to university and that everyone must
Aboriginal students. It is important, when we are talkingwear a white collar in their employment. | believe that the
about Mabo or any aspect relating to Aboriginal people, thafnstitutes offer the possibility of providing a real alternative
we try to put a face on the issues we are talking about ang unjversity—not a copy, not an imitation, but something
realise that we are talking about Aboriginal people and nonat focuses on skills and skills training in a way which is
some distinct, separate entity that is removed from us.  excellent, which has high status, which provides leadership

I would highlight the fact that in discussing issues such ag the community in respect of training and which coordinates
Mabo we should not lose sight of the fact that land nowadaygh training throughout their particular and various regions.
does not have the same significance as it might have had bagke institutes are a very exciting development, but they must
in the 1800s. Therefore, in terms of Aboriginal advancementpe given some autonomy and adequate recognition, otherwise
it is important that the community focus on issues such athey will not achieve the necessary status and level of

education and health as well as on the question of land titlesxcellence that is required if they are to fulfil that important
I think to some extent there has been an obsession with langhining role in the years to come.

title without our realising or acknowledging that, in today’s

world, landper seis not the sole source of status or advance-
ment and that education and health are very importaq
aspects. Likewise, we should acknowledge the importar’t
aspects of Aboriginal culture that can be of benefit to us : R i .
Getting back to the point about the environment, | point ou ears in a way which will ensure greater on-the-job training.

- ' he idea that one must go to an institute or TAFE cathedral,
that the Aboriginal people believed that the land owned themas I call it, to get qualifications will diminish, and we will see

and that is the opposite of our traditional cultural belief. Thatm ; o ; : ,
. ; ) . . ore on-the-job training, as is happening already at Holden’s,
view gives a totally different perspective of the enwronmentthe oil refinery and elsewhere. Training will be more flexible

and the way in which we relate to it. In summary with respec?7OI more responsive, being owned and driven by industry in

to Mabo, let us make sure that we avoid the extremes an tripartite arrangement involving industry—the employers—
isolate the extremists, whether from the Aboriginal COMMUN, ade unions and education representatives from the commun-
ity or the non-Aboriginal community. P

. . ity. If those groups can work together, we will all benefit. The
The Governor's address focuses also on the primarya, . o yne childish, petty infighting and inter-fighting among

industries sector, which has had a rough time in the last fev[\f1 - L

X . ose groups should be put behind us; instead, we should
years—probably t_he roughgs} stretch for quite a period. ThFocus gn tth)a benefits of tFr)aining so that industry and com-
sector has experienced difficulties in regard to weather,

plagues and prices. However, | believe the long-term futurg anies can prosper and prof!t. .
for agriculture-horticulture is promising indeed. Whether we ~ The Helpmann Academy is referred to in the Governor’s
like it or not, the world’s population will increase substantial- 2ddress, and that is a very worthwhile venture. Itis important
ly in the short and long term, and there will be increasingn terms of getting South Australia back to the forefront of the
markets for food and clothing. It is largely a question of Visual and performing arts. Itis important that we have high
The suit that | am wearing tonight—this might sound like ti€S and the institute sector. One of my concerns is that the
a fashion parade—is made from cool wool, which makes &l€lpmann Academy should cater for the needs of country
beautiful, comfortable suit. | am told that in the United StatesStudents as well as those from the city and that it not be seen
there is resistance to wearing wool, because the image 8fMply as something for city people.
wool is of hot and prickly material. This suit, which is made  Recreation and sport is a very important area within our
in Australia from pure wool, is as light and comfortable ascommunity in terms of not only employment—and | refer
cotton. We should be marketing our natural products oversegmrticularly to the racing industry—but also quality of life.
in a more meaningful and productive way. For example, one has only to look at the way in which people
Similarly in relation to horticulture, our fruit and vege- have focused on the Crows to see the importance of sport
tables are produced in an environment that is largely pollutiomithin the community, but obviously it goes much further
free. We should be making more of that when we markethan that in respect of sports played by men and women, girls
overseas. In terms of food processing, we could be doing and boys. We should not underestimate the importance of
lot more to process our agricultural products rather thasport as part of a healthy community. It is interesting to note
exporting them, thereby making sure that we create jobs ithat one of the reasons why, | suspect, the Crows have
South Australia and Australia. received great support is that people in a time of economic
The Governor’s address referred to education and traininglepression are looking for positive activities to which to
which is a critical area if this State is to advance. | note thaattach themselves.

We are in the midst of a training revolution. We have
Iready seen the introduction of programs for the construction
dustry and the industry training boards and councils, and
at will continue and expand dramatically in the next few
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To that end, it is important that at a school level sportGovernment and by community groups. It is important that
should be encouraged and that we do not develop an antive address questions relating to women’s health, but it is also
competitive approach which sees a flim-flam, phoney type amportant that we address some of the issues relating to
competitive sport at school. Certainly, there must be rules anehen’s health and look at some of the reasons, for example,
guidelines to make sure that young children are not abuseshy on average men live much shorter lives than women and
or hurt, but the notion that competitive sport is somehow badhat we address, for example, some of the issues that confront
has to be disregarded. We should encourage young peoplerten. | refer, for example, to particular types of cancer:
participate in sport because the more they play sport the lesssticular cancer and cancer of the prostate are issues that
likely it is that we will see problems arising from young need to be addressed and there should be greater awareness
people getting into strife. of these issues in the community as well as more screening

I now refer to law and order, one of the aspects that igprograms.
highlighted in Her Excellency’s speech being the contentious | acknowledge that men have often been their own worst
matter of sexual abuse. We all know that sadly it exists, anénemy because they have been reluctant to seek advice and
where it exists at all it is to be condemned and dealt withhelp, but that is no excuse for Governments to shy away from
However, | think it is important that we do not exaggerate thehe issue. Certainly there should be education or promotional
incidence of it. One of the difficulties is the fact that there iscampaigns which make males aware of those issues. If we
very little scientific evidence to tell us exactly how wide- look at a very sad aspect, particularly of male health, we find
spread itis, but it is important that it is not used as a topic tahat in 1991, for the first time in more than 50 years, male
denigrate families, or to denigrate fathers within families, indeaths from suicide exceeded those caused by motor vehicle
particular. | believe that some people have that on theitraffic accidents. That is an appalling situation. In arguing the
agenda and they use what is a legitimate concern to gease for greater attention to be paid to men’s health, | must
beyond that concern because they have got a particular socshte that the beneficiaries are not only the men if these issues
engineering agenda in mind. This is an important issue, natre addressed, but also the women, because many of the—
to be ignored or overlooked, but certainly not to be exaggerat- Mr S.G. Evans interjecting:
ed or used for some ulterior social engineering purpose. Mr SUCH: And the children as well, as the honourable

In terms of law and order, one of the critical things thatmember interjects. There are many elderly women in the
needs to be done is for our society to focus on basic valuespmmunity who are lonely because their spouse has prede-
in particular respect for people, respect for individuals andeased them. They live a lonely existence and it is something
respect for their property. It is amazing that in a society thathat we should try to address in terms of improving the
is capable of building something like a submarine our schodbngevity of the male population. If we look at those suicide
system, in particular, seems unable to develop a set of badigures quickly, we see that in 1991 there were 1847 suicides
values and to impart them to young people. There seend males in Australia. As | indicated earlier, that is an
something incongruous that in a society that is so technicallgppalling figure. It is something that must be addressed, not
sophisticated we cannot raise young people in a way in whichn a sensational way but in terms of encouragement and
they can display and accept basic values. That has becoreducation.
very difficult because of the decline in religion, and, whether  Similarly, in respect of providing facilities for males who
you like that or not, the fact is that one of the sad conseare disturbed, aggressive or hostile where they can get quick
quences has been an upsurge in all sorts of behaviour whidt prompt counselling, | have suggested before the idea of a
is antisocial and destructive of people and property. men’s hotline which could be integrated into existing

Safety in the work place rightly gets a mention in thetelephone services where men could make contact if they felt
Governor’s address, and it is an issue about which | feel verthat they could not control their behaviour and where they felt
strongly. Sometimes | have heard members opposite suggegigressive or violent, particularly towards their family or
that members on this side of the House do not take that issigpouse.
seriously. | strongly disagree with their assessment. | believe In respect of care for the ageing, it was put to me the other
it is a fundamental right of people to be able to work inday (and I have not checked the accuracy of these figures)
safety, whether it is in a factory, on a farm or wherever; it isthat in recent times the number of South Australians in their
not something that should be ignored or downgraded. 90s was somewhere in excess of 5 000, and those in their 80s

In terms of health and community care, which is anin excess of 40 000, the figures in those categories having
enormous topic, there are a couple of aspects on whichdoubled in the past 10 or 15 years. Even if those figures are
would like briefly to touch, the first being mental health asnot 100 per cent accurate, they indicate quite clearly that our
it affects young people. Sadly at the moment there is a groggopulation is an ageing one and that these people deserve
deficiency in respect of specialised accommodation foattention and respect to make sure that we use their talents.
teenagers who are suffering from mental illness. | heard the | was pleased to see that something is to be done with
Minister refer to some aspects of this today and | believe itegard to improving the Retirement Villages Act, which is a
is a matter that should be addressed urgently. It is completelypatter of concern to many elderly, not only within my
unsatisfactory for teenagers to be dealt with at Glenside, arglectorate but | assume within others. Time will not permit
the facilities at the other hospitals are grossly inadequate. ihe to cover every aspect mentioned in the address by Her
is a very serious problem because | believe many of ouExcellency the Governor. | have hinted previously at
young people require psychiatric help, and some of the moremployment. It is an appalling situation. It should be the
severe cases need accommodation that is appropriate to tim@jor focus of this Government to create jobs. That has not
illness from which they are suffering. happened, and it is to be condemned for that.

One of my hobby horses for a long time has been the Finally, | will refer to a couple of issues with which | am
guestion of men’s health. That is not to take anything awagoncerned. The first relates to the matter of violence in our
from the question of women’s health, but it is an issue thasociety. It is one that has concerned me for a long time. | am
has been overlooked to a large extent in our society byot surprised that we continually read about horrific crimes
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of violence in our society, often committed against women. | have pleasure in contributing to the Address in Reply to
| believe there is too much violence portrayed through théhe Governor’s speech, but | had no pleasure in listening to
media. | do not consider myself to be a wowser, but | believehe content of it. | congratulate Dame Roma on the excellent
that there is unnecessary violence in films, videos angbb that she is doing. She is proving to be a very popular
magazines. As a community we should not be surprised iGovernor. Last year at the Clare Show it was raining very
some people are violent in real life given the steady diet oheavily and there was mud everywhere, but Dame Roma was
violence and dehumanising activity presented to youngdhere in her element talking to all the rural people. She was
people, in particular, as well as older people. The sooner weery well accepted in the mud and slush with the rest of us.
do something as a community to reduce the amount dBhe is a very pleasant person. | give the Government credit
violence, the better. for choosing Dame Roma. It is great to see her doing such a

Another matter that is of grave concern to me is the wayantastic job. | hope that her health holds up and that many
in which the Family Court system operates. | acknowledg&/€ars hence she will be able to reflect on her successfu_l time
that it is funded by the Federal Government, but | havedS Governor of South Australia. Her Excellency’s contribu-
attended there to provide moral support to constituents ofion is one of the few things that we can be positive about in
several occasions. | believe that the Family Court is basicall{ese times.
an industry created by Government to deal with family and | also wish to mention the contributions of four of my
marriage breakdowns. colleagues as this will be their last debate on the Address in

I see it as something like a mechanical and clinical systenfXePly- The member for Light (Bruce Eastick) again was a
and what | have seen there distresses me greatly. | am nistend and colleague of my father and he is now a friend and
blaming the judges, the court clerks, and so on, because thé@!league of mine. He has been a valuable asset to me as a
did not create that monster. However, as a community, faW recruit to this place and has on many occasions taken me
believe that we need to move quickly to improve and fing@Side and said, ‘Look, young fellow, we don’t do it that way
ways of dealing with the tragedy of family and marriagehere- I suggest you take this line. Itis sad that he is leaving,
breakdown in a more sensitive and humane way. | encourad®!t as Mayor of Gawler no doubt we will have plenty to do
those members who have not seen the system in action Y4th the Hon. Bruce Eastick and his wife Dawn. The work

familiarise themselves with it, because | believe that radicaihat they have done for this Parliament and the people of
reform is urgently required. Light, can never be overestimated.

| conclude by issuing a warning to those who are ready tg | Will never forget the work and the mind of the member
condemn judges in our judicial system. The judicial systenfOr Davenport, Stan Evans, who is in the Chamber, because
is not perfect, but we should be wary of trial by media andithout a doubt | give him credit for being the smartest, the
selective quoting from court transcripts in a quest for somd/ickiestand most cunning politician | have ever met. If | had
kind of political correctness. If we do not want judges, wel0 win a certain seat and, if | sough.t advice, | would certam]y
should replace them with computers. | acknowledge that thgeek it from Stan Evans, because if ever there was a survivor
system is not perfect. It is a fragile system which has evolved! this Parliament it is Stan. My father also speaks very
over a long time and it should be protected. kindly of Stan and the work he has done.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Hon. T.H. Hemmings):

Mr VENNING (Custance): | support the motion for Order! I do not want to stop the flow of the member for
adoption of the Address in Reply. | should like to join Custance, and the generosity he is bestowing on those people
previous speakers and all honourable members in expressiMﬁWO are leaving the Parliament, but | remind him that he
my condolences to the families of the late Sir Condor Lauckeshould refer to members by the district they represent, not by
the Hon. Hugh Hudson, Bert Teusner and Dick Geddedheir names.

Much has been said about the late Sir Condor Laucke. The Mr VENNING: Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker. | did

life of Sir Condor can be an example to all, particularly initially, but | did rather personalise the speech. | agree with
politicians. He was indeed a great man with a fine record. Thgour ruling. Also, the member for Chaffey, Peter Arnold—I
tributes paid to him at his State funeral last week weréhave done it again, Sir, but | mentioned the electorate first—
absolutely magnificent. It was a pleasure and a great honowas a colleague of my father in this place and a great asset
to be there. He was an example to us all that one can rise to this place and gave great assistance to me. He gave very
greatness without playing the political games that so many ajood advice and he will be missed. Likewise, Jenny Cash-
us seem to want to play today. more from this side has an excellent record in this place.

The Hon. Hugh Hudson was a great friend of my father. |also wantto comment on the speeches made during this
In fact, they had many a spar across this Chamber. My fathetebate by some of the Government members: first, the
said that Hugh Hudson was the smartest and probably the besember for Albert Park. | keep referring to the sorts of
member of the Labor Party. Bert Teusner, from the Barossspeeches that members make in this place, but that speech
Valley, was also a colleague of my father, as was Dickwas the most negative contribution | have heard from any
Geddes. | first met Dick when he and my father challengednember, Sir, even worse than your own, as well as that by the
each other for the Legislative Council seat of Northern in thenember for Henley Beach. | did not want to hear this sort of
early 1960s. Dick Geddes was successful then and my fathepeech today. | wanted to hear a much more conciliatory line
subsequently won the candidature for Rocky River, in théaken by members opposite, particularly the member for
House of Assembly. Dick lived at Wirrabara, and the farm isAlbert Park, who | note has just entered the Chamber. Those
still there. Whenever | drive past | think of Dick Geddes. Hesorts of speeches do not do anybody any good, because those
was a great friend to many rural people. | owe him a debt oflays are well and truly gone—gone, dead and buried! This
gratitude for starting me off when | became active in politicsbashing the boss syndrome is not on. Sir, you will not hear
as a Young Liberal nearly 30 years ago. It is very sad thaspeeches from this side bashing the worker, either: those days
these people have died. are also gone. The speech by the member for Napier was a
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little better, but | would hope that in future we will see the than the average number of teeth? Unemployment at double
end of this sort of speech. figure levels hacks at the vitals of our social structure,
| pay tribute, as did my colleague the member for Victoria,whether it is just above or just below an average that one
to the member for Hartley and soon to be the new member farares to name.
Napier, Terry Groom. | say this in all sincerity, without = One can try to say that youth unemployment is down, but
wishing to be accused of being political. | often wonder whythat is only because many of our young ones, like it or not,
the likes of the member for Hartley and also the member foare staying on at school, and my own are included in that, or
Henley Beach did not get ministries many years ago, becausbey are attending TAFE colleges doing courses they do not
are among the few members over there who have an idea wfant to attend, in order to train them for jobs that in fact are
how to run a business—at least they can count. | wonder whyot there. The jobs are not there so they are still at school.
it has taken so long—why the member for Henley Beach haghe problem still remains.
never got a ministry and the member for Hartley got one only  Then, there is brave talk of development zones, but why
recently. But, as the Minister of Primary Industries, | givestop at just two of them? Why do they have a development
Terry Groom full credit for putting runs on the board when zone at Whyalla and at the Gillman MFP site. What is wrong
very few other Ministers have done so. They are not evemwith Port Augusta and Port Pirie? | do not give the Govern-
governing; they are doing nothing. But | will give Terry ment any credit for having any wisdom at all. Both those
Groom credit. With all this scrapping going on in the seat ofelectorates are on the marginal line. Why are Port Augusta
Napier— and Port Pirie not included in the development zone? Those
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member for three cities have always been together in the triangle. Why
Custance obviously did not hear me when | previously ruledhave they been excluded? | put the challenge to the Govern-
that he will refer to members in the Chamber either by thement to include them. It is a quite biased approach they have
office that they hold or by the district they represent. Thetaken. | cannot understand why Whyalla should be in it, on
honourable member cannot have it both ways and tack on thts own.
name afterwards. He must mention the tite members hold or The talk of eliminating the budget deficit by 1995-96 is
the district they represent. Does the member for Custanagothing more than that: it is just talk. It is totally laughable
understand? that they could even talk like that, because we all know that
Mr VENNING: Yes, thank you, Mr Acting Speaker. | this debt is going to be with us long after all of us have left
will refer to the member for Hartley, now the Minister of this Parliament. It is nonsense to talk of business support
Primary Industries. The work he has done while he has begorograms when, at every turn, business, especially small
Minister has been credible in many areas, particularly in thdusiness, is assailed by new charges, new taxes, new
centralising area and in my own electorate in moving the fieldegislative controls and requirements that seem designed
crop centre out of Adelaide to Clare. We know the history ofsolely to stifle initiative and prevent entrepreneurship.
that. | was heavily involved in the initial talks. The Minister ~ We have heard more about Mabo again in the Address in
was given a challenge, and he accepted it. | give him everReply. | cannot understand why South Australia is now the
credit for that. only State that has not decided to distance itself from the
Mr Atkinson interjecting: stance of the Federal Government, and particularly the Prime
Mr VENNING: | shall ignore trivial interjections. It is Minister, Mr Keating. Why are we again out of step with the
great to see the Minister in the country areas; he is seen irest of Australia? It just appals me.
many country regions, and | give the Minister every creditfor  Of course, we do see a moral initiative in environmental-
that as well. He could be here in the city protecting his backism with the Environmental Protection Bill which, to quote,
but he is doing the honourable thing, and doing as a Ministeisets South Australia at the forefront of environmental
should in working hard in his primary industries portfolio legislation’. That is great. Top at this but bottom at every-
area. | publicly acknowledge that. With regard to the micething else. Can we sustain South Australia with this sort of
plague, | know that he had courage in enabling us to uspriority? We then have the claims of innovative public
strychnine. | also know that he wanted to make that availableervice sector reform. What breathtaking gall that is. They
to the farmers, with the Government to pick up the cost; buhave completely failed to learn from the chapter of bungles,
we know that he was rolled in Cabinet, and | do not hold himbumbles and blunders and have come up with targeted
responsible for that. Also, | have said to many of my friendsseparation packages.
in the country areas all over South Australia, ‘If you have a That sounds fine in theory, but in practice it proved to be
friend or relation living in the seat of Napier, give them theplaying the same old tune: no consultation with the people
message and give it to them hard and fast: this man isost affected and hitting the easy targets without regard for
honourable and he is doing the job properly.’ If the presenthe consequences. We know what is happening there—the
member for Hartley, to be the new member for Napier, wantsvrong people are leaving, taking the money and running.
my assistance | will give it to him because he is going toThey are leaving huge vacuums in many departments. The
leave his mark on that portfolio area. effect on the capacity of the Department of Primary Industries
This Government is, what | call, a lame duck Governmentto serve its clients is drastic. Some of the department’s best
In fact, it is a dead duck Government. | think it is time to expertise has been shunted out the door with a cheque and a
reflect on the performance of this Government and it is gat on back. That has left a huge hole at the top of that
good time right now because this is the last Address in Replgepartment. Again it is the rural communities—the constitu-
under the present Government. It makes pathetic attempts émcy that seems perennially to be invisible to this Labor
deceive us into thinking that things are not as bad as the§government—that bear the brunt.
seem, such as saying that we have unemployment below the The much vaunted E&WS and ETSA union, commonly
national average. | just cannot believe that. So what? Iknown as WETSA, is another rush of blood to the head—a
members opposite were to be threatened with a chainsalwarebrained notion whose full import on every sector of our
would they know or care whether the blade had more or lessommunity has not been fully thought out. That is just like
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the SARDI exercise in the Department of Primary Industries. It is an absolute disgrace. | do not think any other
When the previous Minister of Primary Industries—the Hon.Government in Australia or in Australian history has the
Lynn Arnold—left that department he had this harebrainedecord of this Government, and we hear speeches from
idea about SARDI. He set it up with no consultation and themembers opposite blaming everyone else. The damage has
system now has to make it work. It would be the same wittheen done. We will not see the end of it. People who have
WETSA. In Primary Industries there is not much to get ourbeen in charge of this State just have not had a clue. Gone are
teeth into; perhaps the best we can do with this is to say thahe benefits of the great work of those who have gone before,
it is damned with faint praise. particularly that of Playford. Now we are subservient and a
There are claims of ‘aggressive international marketing’,mendicant State. When the Federal Labor Government starts
and they mention the countries of Turkey, Iran, Israel, thdalking aboutper capitagrants to States, we must wonder
United Arab Emirates, Oman, Kuwait, Algeria and China. Iwhere that will leave us—living off the crumbs.
agree particularly with the reference to China, but why the All this from a grossly incompetent Government that was
emphasis on this rather unstable part of the world? Where idishonest, particularly during the last election, with those
our push into East Asia? | refer to countries like Malaysia,State Bank interest rate cuts that cost the State an extra $2
Singapore and Vietnam—stable countries and movingnillion. Now the hidden agenda of the republic push is
towards greater stability. revealed as the very abolition of the States. As a bankrupt
The Government speaks proudly of bringing in a Bill State where do we stand when we must fight against this sort
involving impounding livestock. | wonder why that was of move? It seems that the price that might be exacted for this
included in the speech. Is this a reflection of most of ouiGovernment's ineptitude and scandalous mismanagement
embattled farmers being unable to find the cash to build ogould be the ultimate price, the dismantling of this very
maintain fences? Safety in the workplace has been mention&#rliament. However, | am quite confident that, if it ever
again. The moves in relation to safety on farms is causing 82me to a referendum, the people of South Australia at least
lot of hardship to people in rural areas. It is a very emotivevould far sooner vote to abolish the Federal Government
issue. The farm is the home in most cases and people do nieng before agreeing to put down its own State representation.
want to cocoon their children. That is what the intended Bill  They will not ever, and | would never, hand total power
looks like doing. I will be doing all I can to ensure that sanity to Canberra. There is a growing swell of sentiment for change
prevails when that Bill comes to this House. in our complete parliamentary system, and | am afraid that
The Independent Speaker is on the record as having sas@me of it is not good. My own electorate is telling me more
that when the time came he would put the Government ougind more that there are options that must at least be con-
I refer to the member for Semaphore. We will obviously nowsidered for change, whether it be a cut in the size of our
go to the last day that this Government can exist. It will be a1ouse or a reduction to one House here in South Australia.
slow, lingering death, and it does give me much pain. ThéVe are hearing it more and more, and why? Because we have
great tragedy is that the parliamentary process does néailed, and the people out there have no confidence in us.
appear to have worked. The problems that this Government They are saying to us, ‘You are not worth the money you
is causing will be haunting this State long after we have alkre costing us.” How could any of us disagree with that? But
gone from this Parliament. twist and squirm as it will, the Labor Government cannot
It is all very well to blame other people—and we haveworm its way out of its responsibility for the abjectly
heard the Government do that—and outside influences, bimiserable state in which South Australia now finds itself. It
the 1980s was the decade of Labor. History will show whats not just the State Bank fiasco for which it must answer,
damage that decade has caused to so many aspects of alihough that alone would have been enough to cripple our
economy, to so many sectors of our population and to th&tate economy for years to come. But even without the
very fabric of South Australia. The 1980s saw all theenormous disaster and catalogue of bungling and mis-
economic graphs dip and all the economic indicators fallmanagement by this Government, there has been more than
while the problem graphs soared ever upwards. enough to plunge us deeply into an economic morass.
What happened to Labor's stated dreams at the 1982, 1985 Combine them and we are, indeed, in a slough of despair.
and 1989 elections? One can think back and consider tHevidence of this is the list of enterprises that have abandoned
things that were said and now look at the actuality. | remindhis State in the recent past. | have been personally involved
the Parliament of the slogans that were used. In 1982 theith many of them. Amongst the most recent, Email’s freezer
Labor Party proclaimed: ‘We want South Australia to win.” and refrigeration plant moved to New South Wales along
In 1985 it said: ‘South Australia is up and running. With thewith up to 400 South Australian jobs. There was hardly a
people behind us our recovery is a reality. It is all comingwhimper from the Government when that happened. Imagine
together.’ the fanfare when a company like that comes to South
In 1985 it was really coming unstuck. In 1989, realisingAustralia, but it leaves and nothing more is said. These
that the State Bank was already having problems internallfompanies just go.
and that the previous Premier had already ‘done a shonk’ in Kelvinator, Simpson, Elders, John Martins akdvertiser
making the bank hold down its interest rates, its slogan wa$yewspapers, once names synonymous with South Australia,
‘Now is the time to move forward. We have the expertise andhave all moved their headquarters interstate. John Deere had
the conviction, and we have the opportunity to make Soutlvery big headquarters here but has now gone to Brisbane
Australia the most exciting State in our nation in the 1990s.where it is spending $600 million. Why Brisbane? It is now
What hollow rhetoric! | often wonder, as the newest membethe business capital of Australia, because Joh Bjelke-Petersen
of this House, how the system is supposed to work. By anyput that State in fine economic condition—and Mr Goss
standards, by anyone’s imagination or accountability, thigannot claim that. We all see that that is a charade. The once
Government has failed. We have all failed, when we look aproud Adsteam empire is being carved up and its carcass
the results. distributed around the country. South Australia has lost 70
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per cent of its listed companies since 1980, just 13 years ago. This Government is being kept in place by the Indepen-
Seventy per cent of its listed companies—what a disaster.dents, one of whom has said that he would put the Govern-
They are either leaving or preparing to move headquartemrment out when the time came. How bad does it have to be
to Melbourne, Sydney or now Brisbane. To really rub saltbefore enough is enough? The institution of Parliament in this
into the wound, we now have the spectacle of that once prouSitate has absolutely failed.
flagship of our State, SA Brewing, sold out to the inter-  As a new member coming into this place | thought that the
nationals, particularly to such a small country like NewSouth Australian Parliament would be the place in which to
Zealand. Has New Zealand got it together? Members havgring up issues that would be debated with commonsense,
visited New Zealand and guess what? They have a GST. Whgnd that things would happen. However, when one sees the
will have to have a GST or a similar tax before very long? Itmake-up of this place, the style in which debates are carried
will be Australia. New Zealand will own all our country out, the decisions made and the people who make them, itis
hotels and half the Adelaide ones. Southwark, as Southo wonder that we are where we are. Is this Government
Australian as the Crows, is now being sold to the Kiwis. It isgoing to drag its decaying corpse through until March? If the
the epitome of what is happening to this State. Premier does not go to the people shortly it is up to the
We are seeing a haemorrhage of South Australia’sndependents to force their hand, otherwise this session will
business base and business skills. Members opposite kng#come an exercise in futility. We might as well close this
this. They make these feeble excuses. Will they stay in officglace down and make it an extension of the museum next
another six months and let the thing die the slowest, mosioor.
miserable death? We are bleeding to death, and the Labor The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
Government does not have a clue how to stem the flowmemper's time has expired. The member for Davenport.
Businesses are leaving the State in ever increasing numbers,
and the Government does nothing. How will we get them prs.G. EVANS (Davenport): | support the adoption of
back? We will surely have to get them back, to get this Statghe Address in Reply. | recognise the great work done by Her
going again. _ Excellency the Governor in representing our State and
For a decade past, the Labor Government, blinded tQorking for our people and the role that she plays in a
reality by its doctrinaire ideology, has presided over the uttemonarchy system. | am one of those who believe that that
destruction of South Australia’s economy. The facts are SQystem is worth preserving. | understand some of those
daunting that most people cannot really comprehend just hOWeopIe who have a strong socialist view, who may have an
deeply in trouble we are; they do not understand, they just dish background and who have always had a chip on their
not believe it. Anyone who knows the full extent of the shoyider or a feeling of spite against the monarchy system.
damage would not be able to vote for Labor. The $3 billion An honourable member interjecting:

State Bank debt is the most obvious legacy of Labor’s . . .

mismanagement and incompetence, but there are many mqre l\ﬁr S.G. El\/AN?]: Itsa|dbsotrr|1e of thlemﬁ: t?'lnlé thattgli)es

examples; it is a veritable litany. We have heard abou ack over a long history, but 1 say also that 1 do not know
whether any other country has a better system than ours.

Scrimber, and the Minister is here with us tonight. This IongPerhaps the suggestion by a former city clerk or city manager

running farce comes with a $60 million price tag. | wonderth t it t 10 beai hv h benefit:
how many roads | could build from Morgan to Burra with atwe attempt to begin our own monarchy has Some benetit.

$60 million. That is the issue up there, and it really bites hard"°t€ the role O.f the Governor-General. | WO.UId support that
We say goodbye to $60 million, just like that, over anwnhout reflecting on the current monarchy in the UK. They

enterprise that was ill-founded to start with and very poorlyare not Engllsh monarchs in the true sense of .th('a worpl
administered. SGIC had to be propped up with a $300 miIIionfeCfduse there is blood from many different races within their
capital injection, and we know all about 333 Collins Street. amily. That s no reflection upon th(_am.

I saw it. Itis a fine building, but | understand now that it has AN honourable member interjecting:

been devalued to under half its original value. We lost $1  Mr S.G. EVANS: Well, it is not. We as a country have
million on Tandanya and $8 million in respect of Marineland, the same thing among our people. We do not condemn people
the troubles in the Entertainment Centre threatened to makecause they come from a different background, race or
it a white elephant, and the list goes on and on. When yogGreed; at least | hope we do not. We have a preference. Each
compare the list with the successes that the last Liberd@nd every one of us is racist to a degree. We say that we are
Government had, and it was not in power very long, it make#ot but if we were put to the test we would be. | see some

you wonder what has been going on. It is very sad that thi§enefitin looking at having a monarchy within Australia and
has been allowed to happen. retaining the monarchy system, because if we go to a

What is the result of all this? South Australia is now in republican system, it would not matter how we tried to tackle
hock to the tune of more than $9 700 for every man, womatf Party politics would come into it.
and child in this State; a level of debt that has grown by a As much as | am a member of a Party, | do not believe that
staggering (and nobody disputes these figures) $1.279 millioih would be good to have the head of the State in that field.
every day for the past 10 years. That is no exaggerationi.do not care what happens, whether people say that 75 per
When will the Government turn this around? If this Govern-cent of the Parliament would support an appointment. We all
ment hangs on until March, how many millions of dollars know what would happen. Deals would be done. One Party
more will that be? would say, ‘We’ll back this one for five years if you let us

Mr Atkinson: What if we got another four year term? have a turn with someone for the next five years.” There

Mr VENNING: Heaven forbid! | can hardly believe the would be no continuity with that system. In particular, Party
Keating Government got back; if this Government were to bgolitics would show its ugly head, and it would have an ugly
returned | just would not comprehend. It cannot happen; anblead if it were operating right throughout the system. | think
it will not happen. The system would have completely brokerwe would all admit that, because as a Party we try to win at
down. all costs. Some people even tell fibs before an election in
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order to win, and there have been some recent examples thfe Minister because it is frustrating when people ask me
that. what the Minister thinks about a situation and | do not have

| wish to recognise four people who have served our Statghe answer.
one of them nationally, Sir Condor Laucke. Those who However, the discussions with the Mitcham council took
served this State include the Hon. Dick Geddes, the Hon. Beplacein cameraand are thus not available to the public. It
Teusner and the Hon. Hugh Hudson. They made thewould help if we knew which way the Mitcham council voted
contribution and in so doing made a sacrifice, as did theion the issue or how far the discussions went. If the Minister
families, in particular their spouses, who backed them.  can help me in that way, that would be of benefit to my many

As much as there are people out in the community wha@onstituents who have an interest in this piece of land.
cynically attack us and say that we are a mob of parasites and | want to refer briefly to Craigburn without going into any
lazy loafers who bleed the system, there is a significangreat detail, and | refer particularly to a couple of rats | smell,
number of people who recognise the contribution we mak¢hose rats being actions of Government, originally of
and the sincerity with which that contribution is made. In thecouncils. In 1972 the Meadows and Mitcham councils, as
case of these four former members, their families can reshey were then—since then the Happy Valley council has
assured that they made their contributions as members bfen formed and Meadows council has been split up, part of
Parliament and by serving the community in all cases otheit going to Mount Barker—brought in zoning for that land
than as members of Parliament. called Craigburn, north and south of the Sturt Creek,

They made contributions to the community by servingdeclaring it rural A. That meant that, whenever the services
other organisations on a voluntary basis. They did not havevere available, the owners of the land, Minda Incorporated,
to do that to stay in Parliament. They could have all surviveatould subdivide it.
for their terms in Parliament without going out and making  Anyone who read$lansardwill see that at that time |
that extra contribution, but they did it because they believedought tooth and nail in this Parliament to have those
in having a voluntary system operating in the communityyregulations defeated. Parliament would not accept my
even though at the same time they may have been paid for tlregument that we would have a problem in the future because
services they gave elsewhere. the land would be up for subdivision and the community

While | was earlier listening to the member for Custancewould not accept it. We now find that, some years later,
| started to reflect that this will be my last Address in ReplyMinda Incorporated wants to exercise the right to subdivide
in all probability. | started to think about the colleagues withnorth of the Sturt Creek, having subdivided as much of the
whom | have served but who have gone by the way. | will notsouthern side as it was able to achieve through the regula-
go through the whole list of 34 and | will not name them for tions. The subdivision on the southern side has to be seen as
Hansard but | have served with 34 people who are no longeia reasonable development because the allotments are of a
with us. They have passed on and | think that there are everasonable size and most of the trees remain although, for the
more than that, but | can name 34. When one gets over 6festhetic beauty of the area, it would have been better not
years and is confronted with four-year terms so that one isubdivided. That might have been the case with all of
likely to be 64 by the time the election is called, one has toAdelaide before white man came here. Once we came here,
contemplate whether one should serve again, and the fowrve decided that we needed something better than bark huts
year term convinced me to say at this stage that this it live in because we were not as tough as the original settlers
probably my last period in Parliament. and we wanted more modern cons.

When | think of those 34 former members | realise that Minda moved to develop the northern side into 1 800
many of them did not get much retirement. If this game is s@llotments. The Minister of the day, Hon. Don Hopgood, took
easy on people and is not hard, | wonder why so many formeaction under section 51 of the Planning Act to declare it a
members have left us so early. Indeed, most of their spousepecial project, and therefore Minda could not go on with it.
are still with us. Minda then took out a writ in the Supreme Court, being

| want to talk about one or two matters in my electorate prepared to challenge the Government on that issue. The
Some weeks ago | wrote to the Minister of Environment andsovernment knew that it would be rolled, so it backed off by
Land Management about the piece of land known as theaying that it would appoint a committee in June of that year,
Forest Reserve at Hawthorndene, or referred to by as sontleat committee to bring down a report within 22 weeks.
people as the Blackwood Experimental Orchard. It consistépproximately 2Y2 years later, there is still no report.
of about 20 hectares and | know a plan was put to Mitcham We have a supplementary development plan, which was
council to subdivide part of the land and for the rest to be leftreated by the Government, not by the council—and that is
as open space. | am assured that the majority of the coundHe first rat, because the Government attached some land that
supported that proposition, but there was a problem in tryingvas left from the southern side to the huge amount, some
to negotiate a price at which the council believed it could300-odd hectares, on the northern side. It could then argue
subdivide the designated land and recoup its money so th#tat not one council but two councils were undertaking the
it was not costing the council anything for the open spacesupplementary development plan and that, under the Act, two
except in the long term when it would have to maintain thecouncils could not do it. That is the first rat. It was taken out
land. of the hands of the Mitcham council to stop it having a say

About two years ago when discussions were first beguim the supplementary development plan, even though the
the value of the land was about $1.6 million or $1.8 million. Government knew that there was a right of appeal through
It has been suggested that the Government should give théitat process. The Government eliminated that possibility.
land to Mitcham council and, in my view, that is a greatidea, That plan was achieved through the second rat, as | see it.
but I do not think that any Government in power is likely to It has a bit of a smell about it; it is obvious what the Govern-
agree to such a suggestion because, if it gave such a gift toent did. It said to Minda, ‘If you will give us the 181
one council, it would have to do it for other councils. hectares of open space at a very low figure, we will agree to
Nevertheless, | would like to receive a reply to my letter froma supplementary development plan on the 60-odd hectares
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that are up for subdivision. We will let you have densepolice. It was night time. They were on school property. They
housing on that to push up the value.’ That is the very thingvere breaking the law. They did not think about it when they
the community and any sensible person would object to fowent to the dam, because they were not really on school
that environment, because of fire, water and infrastructurproperty all the time—just when they parked their cars. There
issues—all sorts of things. By that method, the Governmenwere six of them. They had never had any convictions in their
ended up with a nice piece of open space for $3 millionJife. They are what | believe to be an example of good young
which was paid for on 15 July this year—at least, that was th@eople of today having a bit of fun.
date that was published in the paper and there was no So, after talking to the police, they decided that they
comment by the Government to say that was not the casewould not go to court. They would take the advice of those
Now we have a difficulty on our hands. We are talking around them and save the State money and save using up
about allotments of 300 square metres or even less—aboggurt time. Five of them wrote and pleaded guilty. The sixth
half the size of a netball court—for duplexes. That is an aregne went to court and pleaded guilty. He got fined virtually
where there is bushfire risk and all sorts of things, andhe same as the other five, but a conviction was not recorded
adjoining is the 135 hectares of the Blackwood Hill Reserveagainst him, whereas it was against the other five. They now
which belongs to the Mitcham council and which is beinghave a black mark against their name over an incident that
replanted with native shrubs and trees. That is a great ide@as not major—there was no damage, nothing like that—and
I will probably not be around in 20 years when the trees havéhe other one has not. If there is equality in the law, none of
reached maturity: on 135 acres on the side of a hill, just ovethem should have had a conviction recorded.
from the Sturt Gorge, when the temperature is 39 degrees and | g syre that, as first offenders, if they had gone to court,
a nice wind is blowing, God help some of those peopleey might all have got off without conviction, but they were
because they will need it. That is how much we think todayyq|d py others, including the police, “You will be treated the
and that is not a fault of the Government. | believe that therg; me™ | have written to the Attorney asking whether there is
needs to be a firebreak all around that property. Trees shou}g]y way to have those five convictions removed, because
not be planted at the edge of the property because of thgere would be justice in that. | hope | can win, because there
inherent dangers for the future. I hope there is never anotheg enough trouble in the community with real larrikins, and
fire, but that is like sayi_ng that_we will never ha\_/e the flu orit is a pit rough when a group of young people such as this do
some other common disease in our family again. _no more than many of us did in our younger days and have
. ' V\:(antthto ra_ltshe é:m(_)tger 'S_Sliﬁ? | will ff1atve thletr?pﬁortunltyto face this sort of consequence while the others get off.
o go further with Craigburn in the near future. | think we can : o
find an answer that the Government might see as approprial 1 é\)/ ins?ocr)\f :2(? e%ttrilgrrl prr]%?ltce)rr’:}s \i,\rlletpl:vg r:anatsh(ien Hélésl alls; %Zc;rr
where everybody gives and takes a little so that many peop revillea Way an d’in Coro)r/nan del Valley near Turners
are spared heartbreak and others can save face. | refer nA enue, etc., and part of Hawthorndene but also now near the

to a family who came to live in South Australia from New : :
0 Big Crow, the shopping centre that has been built at
fgrl:]trgl\fxilesillg thh;dsg?glg?:r%\ﬁg rﬁzgg?tsgte rfglig;;@asadena. I hope that the authorities can put in a translator,
- Y. yhada Y s they did at Victor Harbor, to improve the television service
that in South Australia it had to be registered. In some othetr

parts of Australia, the registration and insurance applies to thél) dtet]r(;le areas. | make the plea that that needs to be con-

vehicle that is towing the trailer. They took a small amount . . .
The other issue that concerns me is the plight of small

of material from home to a place where they wanted to use ' X . > .
usiness in our community—not just in my own community.

it. They were apprehended and a penalty of $250 wa

imposed on the young man. He was starting out in life in al °Might, & colleague and | walked up the Mall and down

job, and he was fined $250 for towing an unregistered trailefindley Street, and members should do so and look at how

Those who abide by the law become angry and disappoinfl@nY Properties are empty. If members go right throughout
ed when others who smash windows in the local communityn€ Suburbs, they will see that it is like a city that has been
causing damage of up to $10 000 in one night, get off witrHestroyed by.some disease, and small bgsmesses are mainly
virtually no penalty. Itis a high penalty for such an incident. &t the end of it. They have suffered, and in many cases they
| can understand why those people, who | believe are sonfé@Ve lost all they have ever had.
of the most responsible in the community—and they are not Near the Supreme Court in the Sir Samuel Way building
close friends of mine and have no business association @Person had a business. The courts started using volunteers
community connections with me—feel so hurt that they ringto serve tea and coffee on the different floors of the building,
to ask, ‘Mr Evans, why is there such a penalty for this whergnd that destroyed that person’s business. That is one of the
others are destroying properties around us, breaking arfates of the volunteer system having an effect on a small
entering and all sorts of things?' These offenders usuallfpusiness. I do not blame the volunteers. Itis just one of those
happen to be young and all they get is a slap on the wristhings where the small businessman suffers and, in the final
being told not to do it again.’ analysis, he looks like losing his home.

As much as it is humanly possible, we should have The lastarea aboutwhich | wish to speak is vandalism and
equality in the law. For example, in the summer months oftrime in the Hills. When | first came into Parliament, over 25
late January or early February, six young people parked thejrears ago, we had very little crime in the Blackwood area. It
cars on school property at Coromandel Valley and went to thevas a safe area. One did not even have to lock one’s doors.
local dam, over which there was a fight many years ago. What has happened? Why has it happened? Is it because we
appreciate how the gentleman who owned the land waas a Parliament are not concerned and did not worry? Is it
helped by a decision of the Hon. Don Dunstan and the Horbecause the Government of the day did not worry? Is it
Geoff Virgo, but the land is now in the hands of local because television has had an effect? Is it because we passed
government and the school. After parking their cars on schodaws that said, ‘Children of any age have virtually all the
property, they went to the dam. Someone telephoned théghts and the parents have none?’ There must be a reason.
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Young people will go out—and it is mainly young Mr S.G. EVANS: There are all sorts of security: electron-
people—and smash shop windows for the heck of it: theyc and physical, such as barriers on windows and deadlocks
smash up the local toilets or the information sign, or theyon doors. Millions of dollars worth of money is spent because
break into one property 18 times in 12 months to the poinsomehow we have gone wrong in our system.
where that person cannot be insured. They are charged and Was it the social engineering of the 1970s of saying, ‘It
then let off to do a bit of community work and say, ‘I will not does not matter; if you object to the law, you can break it.'?
do the community work, but walk into the local kiosk, where Was it because we said the police could not move people on?
a gentleman is attempting to show that he can make a livingvas that the beginning of it? | know that some members
when jobs are so hard to get in order to provide a service topposite talk to each other, as we do, and we know the reason
STA travellers, whether they be train or bus. Those youngvhy. We became soft. We all know it, and all of us may have
people say to the owner, ‘You are the "B" that dobbed me irgot a clip over the ear. | have told the story before that | got
and | will get you; I will kill you. The next day he finds a broken wrist from hitting my daughter. | would be jailed for
tipped in front of the door of his kiosk where he starts workit today, but it was about 24 years ago. She cried after-
at 7 o’clock (and itis not very warm at 7 o’clock in the Hills wards—not because I hit her, but because her father broke his
in early July; you have to be out of bed pretty early to getwrist. | am grateful for that.
there at seven) a big heap of rubbish with excreta ontop, and | say to the Parliament, as | may be leaving it: | hope we
they have urinated under the door. He says, ‘This is not foare prepared to take up the challenge that parents need
me.’ He goes home, saying that he has had enough. | thirdupport. You have given a lot of support to the children, but
any one of us would take that approach. parents need support because we have made the position

) ] impossible for them if children decide to rebel. That is where

We are told that we cannot get more police services. Wenhe support has to be. | agree with the member for Flinders
need dedicated patrols. Perhaps we have to go back to pugBout some support for the family. | do not care how you
bikes. We have had two young girls assaulted; we have hagbscribe the family, but the family needs support, for the sake
a hold-up at the bank; we have had a family tied up at pistobf the children and for the sake of their children also. |

point while somebody has ransacked their house; and Wgpport the adoption of the Address in Reply.
have had another family with an intruder moving in and ‘wotion carried.

taking a large amount of money at 1 o’clock in the afternoon.

There must be an answer to the question: why has it hap-

pened? It is difficult to stop it. Also, we have forced people ADJOURNMENT

to spend a fortune on security, whether it be dogs, which cost

money to keep and sometimes high fences to keep them in. At 11.52 p.m. the House adjourned until Wednesday
Mr Venning: Steel doors. 11 August at 2 p.m.



