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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.
Tuesday, April 26, 1960.

The SPEAKER (Heon, B. H. Teusner) took
the Chair at 2 p.m. and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

DERAILMENTS.

Mr. O’'HALLORAN-—Has the Minister of
Works received a report from the Minister
of Railways regarding the two derailments that
oecurred on the Port Pirie to Ceckburn line
last week, particularly on whether {they
occurred on sections eof the line known to need
relaying %

The Hon. G. G. PEARSON—I have not yet
received a report from my colleague but I will
bring the matter before his notice again. I
presume he is awaiting a report from the Com-
misgioner of Railways and as soon as I get it
I will give it to the honourable member.

FIRE IN TEMPORARY HOME.

Mr. FRANK WALSH—In this merning’s

Advertiser it wag reported that a ure had
oceurred in a temporary home at Canada Street,
Springbank.  Altheugh little damage was
done¢, will the Premier obfain a repert from
the Housing Trust about this matter, if he has
net already done so?

The Hon. Sir THOMAS PLAYFORD—
Some time ago I requested that every fire
that occurred in any Heusing Trust temporary
home be investigated by a coronial inquiry.
That has been the practice ever since, so we
have a full list of the reasons for those fires.
I have np doubt that the Coroner will inguire
into this fire.

BLACKWOOD PRIMARY SCHOOL.

Mr. MILLHEOUSE—I think the Minister of
Education is aware of the accommodation diffi-
culties concerning both classrooms and staff at
the Blackwood primary school. It ig hoped
that the new primary school at Blackwood will
be on the Estimates for 1960-61, as it is cer-
tainly badly needed. Will the Minister state
whether in the meantime he will be able to
accede to the request of the school committee to
provide at least one more classroom at the
present Blaekwood primary schoel?

The Hon. B. PATTINSON—I have con-
gidered the requests of the honourable member
and the school committee and have discussed
the matter with the Director of Education,
from whom I have received a lengthy and sym-
pathetic report. There is, however, a heavy
demand on all available timber frame class-

rooms, majnly for secondary schools, particu-
larly for high schools, and one ecannoet possibly
be diverted to the Blackwoeod primary school
at present without taking it away from some
other sechool where it is more urgently needed.
Also, as the honourable member stated, we are
now discussing the proposal to erect a large
solid censtruetion school at Blackwaod as soon
ag possible and we do not want to go to the
added expense of providing temporary aceom-
modation if we can have a solid construgtion
school there soon. I will get the homourable
member a definite reply as soon as I can.

DEATHS IN PRIVATE HOSPITAL.

Mr, HUTCHENS—For some weeks press
reports have indicated that some aged pefsons
died in a private hospital, not named as yet,
under what might have been unusual cimﬁm—
stances. I believe that inquiries hawve been
made, but many peeple who have aged parents
in such homes are worried about the position.
Can the Premier make a statement that may
relieve their anxiety?

The Hon. Sir THOMAS PLAYFORD-—I
believe that the Coroner (Mr. Cleland) has
already made a statement in respect of the home
to the effect that it was well conducted and
there was no lack of control by its authorities.
As the matter is heing investigated by the
police I cannot take it further than that. The
Coroner’s statement was designed to assure
anyone concerned abeut whether the contral
was adequate.

ARTIFICTAL INSEMINATION.

Mr. SHANNON-—Has the Minister of Agri-
culture a reply to a qguestion I asked last
week regarding artificial insemination services?

The Hon. D. N. BROOKMAN—The Director
of Agrieculture reports:—

The rate charged for artificial insemination
by this department is £2 10s. per cow with two
return inseminations. Inseminations are done
by lay inseminators trained by this department.
Only on rare occasions would they be done by a
qualified veterinarian; for example, in an
emergency or for training purposes. Under our
regulations, inseminatiens may be performed
only by a veterinary surgeon or an approved
inseminator working under the direct super-
vision of a veterinary surgeon. The only excep-
tien to this is that an owner may perform
insemination in his own herd using semen col-
lected from a sire owned by him. All semen
used in this State so far has been derived in
a deep frozen state from other States—the great
bulk from New South Wales (Berry). Pre-
liminary plans for produecing at least some of
our requirements in Adelaide are now being
made. In the year ended March 31, 1960,
approximately 5,000 cows were inseminated.
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The demand for artificial insemination service
tor the ensuing year is likely to be greater than
our capacity to supply. The objective of the
department in undertaking this work was to
ihvestigate the possibilities of artificial insemin-
ation in this State and to gain experience in
all phases of the operation. The future of
artificial insemination in South Australia is
now under review. It is considered that a full
scale programme to cover the major dairying
districts of the State is beyond the scope of the
Department of Agriculture. It is hoped that
the work can be handed over to local co-oper-
atives who would operate under the guidance
of an Artificial Insemination Advisory Board.
As a local source of semen, both chilled and
frozen, is considered essential to the success
of the widespread application of artificial
insemination, plans to establish a semen collect-
ing centre are now in hand.

MANNUM TO MURRAY BRIDGE ROAD.

Mr. BYWATERS—Has the Minister of
Works a reply to my recent question regarding
‘the sealing of the road from Mannum to Mur-
ray Bridge?
" The Hon. G. G. PEARSON—My colleague,
the Minister of Roads, advises that a deputation
led by -the Hon. L. H. Densley, M\L..C. and the
Hon. G." O’H. Giles, M.L.C. waited upon the
‘Premier ‘recently” in regard to the Murray
‘Bridge to Mannum Road. Certain deecisions
were reached and a letter has been forwarded
0 the members referred to and also the counecils
coneerned. I understand my colleague has now
forwarded the honourable member a copy of
‘the communication referred to.

SOFTWOODS TRADE.

Mr. LAUCKE—An announcement was made
‘at-the " week-end that a shipment of Russian
softwood valued at £70,000 was being sent to
Augtralia’ ‘and that this shipment would be
-tollowed.. soon. by much larger .ones. It was
stated that this softwood had found a ready
.acceptance - by Australian importers, and it
.could. be inferred that price was a very
important factor in those sales. Bearing in
‘mind the importance of our pine forests in this
State, can the Minister of Forests answer the
-following questions: Ls he aware of these
importations from Russia; does the price at
which the timber is being offered present a
‘threat to our timber industry; and what steps
would be taken to prevent any possible dump-
-ing of .these softwoods in South .Australia?

The Hon. D. N. BROOKMAN-"T will obtain
a report from the Conservator of Forests.

Mr. HARDING—I understand that the
Woods and TForests Department has exported
timber to Japan and that the first shipment
was favourably received. . Will the Minister

-purpose.

‘tage flats for such as pensioners.

obtain from the Conservator of Forests a report
on the shipment of logs to Japan, and ascertain
whether thére is a favourable future for further
softwood trade with that country?

The Hon, D. N. BROOKMAN—I will include
reference to that matter in the report.

CUMMINS SCHOOL EXPLOSION.

Mr. KING—A report in the Advertiser last
week concerned an explosion alleged to have
occurred in connection with a gas eylinder at
Cummins area school. As Cummins is in the
Minister of Works’ district, can the Minister
say whether he knows the facts of the case and
whether the gas concerned is dangerous ¢

The Hon. G. G. PEARSON—True, an explo-
sion took place in an almost completed building
at the Cummins area school, and it was appar-
ently an explosion of gas. I have had a depart-
mental inquiry into the matter, but as the
reports of the officers concerned are not yet to
hand I do not want to prejudice the rights of
any parties who may be involved by making
any statement at this stage, except that. T ean
reassure the House regarding the gas cylindér.
As members know, it is necessary to. use:some
form of gas in order to supply the. science
laboratories at country schools, and, as ordinary
coal gas is mnot available, portagas has been
extensively used. The inquiry so far shows
that the cylinder itself did not explode, so there
is no difficulty in using that gas for this
) I can therefore reassure the House,
the school committee and parents who may b
concerned in this matter. :

COST OF POWER LINES.

Mr. HALL—Can the Premier obtain inform-
ation on the sum that will have been spent
by the Electricity Trust on the three power
lines from Port Augusta to Adelaide when the

.line at present under construction is completed?

- The Hon. Sir THOMAS PLAYFORD—I do
not think there will be any difficulty in obtain-
ing that information, and I will advise the

“honourable member as soon as possible. "

PENSIONERS’ COTTAGE HOMES.
Mr. TAPPING—I recently asked the Premier
if he would ascertain from the Housing Trust
its policy regarding the building of cottage
homes for pensioners in the foreseeable future.
Has he a reply? o
The Hon. Sir THOMAS PLAYFORD—A
report from the Housing Trust states:—

The South Australian Housing Trust expects
that during 1960-61 it will erect about 50 cot-
The funds
made available to the trust by the Government
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under the Country Housing Aect, 1958, have
been expended, but the trust has continued to
build some houses under this scheme for occu-
pation by pensioners and the like in country
towns. So far, 135 of these houses have been
completed- in 29 different towns.

‘A separate Bill was passed to provide that the
rents of the houses should be paid into a fund
whieh, less the cost of maintenance of the
houses, should be used to finanee further build-
ings. There will therefore be a revolving fund
and the trust will always be building a limited
number of houses under that scheme. As rents
come in sufficient to build another house,
another house will be erected, and in the
course of time this will assume considerable
importance in this problem.

STATE LAND SETTLEMENT SCHEME.

Mr. NANKIVELL—I believe that during
last year district councils were circularized and
asked to advise of any undeveloped or under-
developed land within their distriets suitable
for development under thé proposed State land
settlement scheme. Has the Minister of Lands
anything to report on that matter?

The IIon. Sir CECIL HINCKS—Thirty-
three district councils were written and invited
to advise of any undeveloped or underdeveloped
areas in their respective districts. Replies were
received from all councils but only nine sug-
gested the possibility of any suitable land. In
one of these cases a plan that was forwarded to
the council to assist in identifying the areas
referred to has not been returned. In some
of the remaining eight cases, the areas. sug-
gested by the councils were already under con-
sideration and in fact ten holdings comprising
22,151 acres which are part of an area sug-
.gested on the West Coast are at present open
to application. The remaining areas are in
course of investigation by the Land Board but
preliminary research has revealed that some
of the land is already alienated.

RAILWAY COACH ACCOMMODATION.

Mr. FRANK WALSH—Has the Minister of
Works obtained a reply from the Minister of
‘Railways to the question I asked about seating
aceommodation in railway coaches?

The Hon. G. G. PEARSON—The Minister of
Railways has furnished me with the following
report from the Railways Commissioner:—

On Thursday, April 14, it was necessary to
mark from second to first class, four ‘€700’
class and two ‘¢600’’ class passenger cars.
The ¢“700’’ class cars have a centre aisle, with
two seats on either side of it. It is not feasible
to alter this arrangement. The ‘“6007’ class
cars have a side corridor with compartments,
and when used as second class cars seat eight
persons in each compartment. Arrangements

have been made that on those oceasions when it
is necessary to use ‘“600°’ class cars for
first class passengers, only six seats per com-
partment will be booked in these cars.

PORT ADELAIDE GIRLS TECHNICAL
SCHOOL. '

Mr.. RYAN—During the absence from the
House of the Minister of Education I sought
information from the Premier, who was then
representing the Minister, about improvements
at the Port Adelaide girls technical high sehool
being affected by the provisions of the Loan
Estimates. Has the Minister any further
information on the matter?

The Hon. B. PATTINSON—We are now con-
sidering all the proposed Loan Estimate items
to be submitted to the Treasurer, and as soon
as I get final information I will let the honour
able member know.

Mr. Ryan—This year or next year?

The Hon, B. PATTINSON—Tlus year.

RAILWAY CAR PARKS
. HUTCHENS—Has the Minister of
Works obtained a report from the Minister of
Railways regarding proposed railway car parks?

The Hon. G. G. PEARSON—The Minister of
Railways has furnished me with the following
report from the Railways Commissioner:— -

Where space -is available within railway pro-
perty at station yards in the metropolitan area,
it is departmental policy to permit patrons to
park their cars in specified areas within such
station yards. - There are, of -course, many

metropolitan stations where no space inside

railway property is available. However, where
the provision of a park may be feasible outsule
railway property, the department is prepared to
collaborate with the local council.

C.R.D. DISEASE.

Mr. LAUCKE—Has the Minister of Agri-
culture obtained a reply to the question I asked
last week about the respiratory disease in
poultry known as C.R.D.?

The Hon. D. N, BROOKMAN—I have a
report from the Chief Inspector of Stock, but

-for brevity purposes I will gquote only ‘the
-following extracts:—

Chronic Respiratory Disease is a well recog-

.nized disease of poultry throughout the world.
It is of importance only in those flocks where
"the management practices are poor.

It becomes
serious, particularly where the sheds are over-
crewded and where, as a result, feeding .and
ventilation are unsatisfactory Chronie
Respiratory Disease can be treated with anti-

"bioties but unless the management practices are
‘corrected relapses invariably oeceur . . . As
-control depends on management there appears

to be little need for high priority research. into
treatment. Work is needed into certain aspeets
of the disease where it appears as a lesser cause
of loss in well managed flocks.
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MALLALA TO TWO WELLS ROAD.

Mr. HALL—Between Mallala and Two Wells
the main bitumen road crosses the railway
line. This is a particularly bad crossing
it follows the railway line and on the eastern
side from Mallala it converges practically
parallel to the line; and therefore, there is a
sudden sharp turn on to the rail track. The
crogsing has been the seene of minor acei-
dents and one fatal accident that I know of in
the past few years. Will the Migister of
Works ascertain whether safety lights could be
installed there, especially now that electricity
supplies have been brought to the district?
F_lirther, could the road approaches be
improved?

. The Hon. G. G. PEARSON—I will direct the
question to the Minister of Railways and Roads
for his attention.

ADULT EDUCATION FEES.

Mr. RYAN—Has the Minister of Education
any further information regarding my question
about an inerease of 100 per cent in adult edu-
cation fees at technieal schools?

The Hon. B. PATTINSON—The honourable
member’s information is not quite correct.
Fees for adult education evening classes were
not increased in February, 1959, nor have they
increased by nearly 100 per cent in the last 12
months. The position is that the seale of fees
for such classes was fixed in 1953 at 10s. per
term for each hour of instruction per week
in the particular subject, with an extra charge
made in certain practical classes, for example
welding, for the cost of materials used, This
was a nominal fee. There was no change in
these fees during the next four years. At the
end of 1957 they were again reviewed when it
was considered that they should be related to
those charged by the School of Mines and
Industries for similar subjects. The fees at
that institution vary, and it was econsidered
reasoenable, after considering all the factors
involved, to increase the scale in adult educa-
tion centres by 50 per cent to 15s. per term per
hour of weekly instruction with the additional
charge for practical classes. These new fees
,took' effect from January 1, 1958. Two years
later, at the beginning of 1960, in view of the
continned upward trend in the cost of operat-
ing these classes, the fees were again increased
by varying percentages, but averaging over-
all 44 per cent. The fees for all subjects are
now the same as those charged by the Insti-
tute of Technology except for the one-hour per
week classes.

PORT PIRIE COURTHOUSE.

Mr. McKEE—Has the Minister of Works
obtained a reply to my previous question about
the Port Pirie courthouse? )

The Hon. G. G. PEARSON—The Director,
Public Buildings Department, reports that it is
expected that tenders for the erection of the
new courthouse at Port Pirie will be called in
May this year.

DELAYS IN GOVERNMENT BUILDING
PROJECTS.

Mr. FRANK WALSH—Has the Minister of
Works a report concernjng my question about
delays in Government building projects? '

The Hon. G. G. PEARSON—Yes. The
honourable member referred earlier to delays,
particularly at Norwood boys technical sehool
and the Burnside wards, and direeted his
question to those specifie matters. Each of
those eontracts is being carried out by the same
contractor, and it is agreed that the work has
not proceeded as expeditiously as was desired.
The department has taken every possible step
to expedite the work and urge the contractor to
complete his part of the work. 'The works are
ncaring completion and, I thiuk, would be
almost ecompleted at this point. I regret that
I did not get the information for the honour-
able member more quickly. The report that L
now have before me is two weeks old, so that
I imagine today the work would be nearly
completed. However, I cannot say that
definitely, but the report says that both works
are nearing completion and éhould be completed
during the next few weeks.

HOUSING TRUST HOMES AT WHYALLA.

Mr. LOVEDAY—Has the Premier anything
further to add in regard to the rate of Housing
Trust work at Whyalla consequent upon his
recent discussions with representatives of the
Broken Hill Proprietary Company Limited?

The Hon. Sir THOMAS PLAYFORD—The
discussions were general and were followed up
by a letter from the chairman of the Broken
Hill Proprietary Company, which said that
the company was now able to get additional
migrants and asked that the housing pro-
gramme be expanded. That matter at present
is the subject of negotiation between the ehair-
man of the Housing Trust and me.

- GOVERNMENT BUILDING AT PORT
AUGUSTA.

Mr. RICHES-—The Minister of Works will
remember, on his last visit to Port Amgusta,
digeussing the question of a Government build-
ing to re-house the Waterworks Office and any
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othé¥ Government depdrtment not now ade-
quately accommodated there. Thé Minister said
he would have inquiries made from other
departinents and then formulate a programme.
Cani he say how those inquiries have progressed?

Tlie Hon. G. G. PEARSON-——As I undertook
on my visit to Port Augusta, I have put in
train the necessary inquiries to see what accom-
modation is reéquired by Goévernment depart-
ments generally at Port Augusta. That matter
is in the hands of the Public Service Com-
missioner, who is ascertaining the requirements
but who has not yet submitted a report to me.
When I have received the information I shall
be able to formulate a programme based on it;
but T have not yet received it.

SOUTH-EASTERN RAIL SERVICE.

Mr. RALSTON (on notice)—

1. How many passengers travelled first class
on the 8.50 pim. train from Adelaide to Mount
Gambier on Thursday, April 14, 1960, and
Easter Monday, April 18, 1960, respectively?

2. How many passengers travelled first class
on the 8.50 p.m. train from Mount Gambier to
Adelaide on the abovementioned dates?

3. How many sleeping cars were provided on
each of the abovementioned trains and what
was the total number of sleeping berths pro-
vided on each train?

4, Was a record kept of the number of inquir-
ies for sleeping berths on each of the trains
mentioned ¥

5. If so, how many passengers were unable to
obtain a sleeping berth and on which trains?

The Hon. G&. G. PEARSON—The Railways
Commissioner reports:—

1. One hundred and twenty-eight (128) pas-
sengers travelled first class on the 8.50 p.m.
train, Adelaide to Mount Gambier, on Thursday,
April 14, and 36 on Monday, April 18.

2. Forty-four passengers travelled first class
on the 8.50 p.m. train, Mount Gambier to Ade-
laide on Thursday, April 14, and 107 first
class on Monday, April 18.

3. One sleeping car (20-berth capacity) was
provided on éach of the folowing trains:—

8.50 p.m. Adelaide to Mount Gambier, Thurs-

day, April 14, 1960—all occupied.

8.50 p.m. Meunt Gambier to Adelaide, Thurs-

day, April 14, 1960—18 oecupied.

8.50 p.m. Mount Gambier to Adelaide, Mon-

day, April 18, 1960—all occupied..
Two sleeping berths (total 40-berth capacity)
were provided on the 8.50 p.m. train, Adelaide
to Mount Gambier, on Monday, April 18, 1960
—30 berths were occupied.

4. Yes. )

5. Ten passengers were unable to obtain
sleeping berths on the 8.50 p.m., Adelaide to
Mount Gambier train, on Thursday, April 4,
1960, and 10 passéngers wete unable to obtain
:sleeping berths on the 8.50 p.m. Mount Gambier

to Adelaide train on Thursday, April 14, 1968,
and 14 passengers were listed for berths on the
850 p.m. ex Mount Gambier on Monday,
April 18, 1960, but could not be accommodated.

ADDRESS IN REPLY.
Adjourned debate on motion for adoption.
(Continned from April 21. Page 271.)

Mr. QUIRKE (Burra)—I support the
motion, Before speaking to this motion, I
should like to add my meed of praise for the
very good work carried out by the Governor
who has departed from our shores and to wish
him all possible success in his years to ¢ome.
He did a remarkably good job in South Aus-
tralia and will be very difficult to follow. Tt
will be heartening indeed to him to read, as T
know he will, the remarks of honourable mem-
bers in this House who have so far addressed
themselves to this motion. I congratulate Sir
Mellis Napier on the good work he does when
he takes the place of the Governor during his
absence. Sir Mellis Napier’s name is now &
household one in South Australia. He has the
regard and good wishes of all citizens.

I should like also to congratulate Sir Cecil
Hineks on the ligh honour conferred on him.
He came into this House at the same efection as
I did, but there must be something wrong with
me because all these things have passed me by.
Perhaps I can live in hope, but I congratulate
him on the honour that has been accorded him.
T have got on well with him ever since he first
came into this House. :

Everybody wishes Her Majesty the Queen
well and the new Prince a long, happy and
successful life, I often think about the Royal
Family and, in the extremely high office that
they hold, with the troubled condition of the
world today, how uncertain they must be about
knowing what destiny has in store for them;
but with our good wishes and hopes for them,
their destiny will be a happy one. It will be
happy so long as the loyalty and love of the
people of the British Commonwealth of Nations
are accorded so readily to them. Knowing them
as we do, we feel sure they will do nothing to
lessen the regard that the people of the Com-
monwealth have for them.

Princess Margaret is to be married. We
congratulate her and her fiaricé. I agree with
what other members said about the spotlight
and publicity. that is forever shining upon these
two young people. Why on earth cannot they
be left alone to work out their own destiny
as all péople want to do? They must take
all sorts of measures to move around so that
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the public cannot see them or the press cannot
get at them. That is a ridiculous state of
affairs that has grown up in recent years and
should be deprecated. We hope that better
feelings towards these people will be exhibited
and that they will be left in peace to enjoy
a life of health and happiness, which is the
lot of every person whether exalted or humble.

I cannot let pass this opportunity to say
how much I regret the passing of George
Hambour. He left his mark on this Chamber
and it is sufficient for me to say that after my
close association with him I still miss him
and I will go on missing his presence in this
House. I congratulate the member for Albert,
the mover of the motion, and the member for
Unley, who seconded it. The member for
Albert said mueh with which I am in full
accord and some things with which I will never
be in accord. I will perhaps refer to them as
I go through my speech. The two things
needed in the country today, apart from decen-
tralization, are roads and electricity. We have
a programme for road-making and also for
electricity supplies in the ecountry, and the
latter is progressing very well. I understand
that the trust is hauuslrung Ly lack of wmioney,
which has caused its plans to be put back.
This is to be regretted because people in ‘the
country, particularly in the far-flung areas,

- are just as worthy (perhaps more worthy) of
obtaining a supply of electricity as those in the
new areas being created around Adelaide.
Whether at Elizabeth or in other inner sub-
divisions there must be water, sewerage and
electricity, which are provided in these areas
because of their loeation, yet probably for
years t0 come areas in the north will be without
electricity, which is a vital amenity. If the
programme can be speeded up, particularly in
the north, the country people will be extremely
grateful.

I wonder if it is not possible to call a
holiday in the ecolossal expenditure taking
place on roads around the metropolitan area.
I am quibbling not about the necessity for
thuse roads, but aboul the concentration in the
metropolitan area when in the north only a
mile or two of much needed highway is con-
structed. If for one year at least a bigger
proportion of road money could be allotted to
the northern areas, so much the better, and it
would be no more than justice to the people
living there. At present the most that can be
sealed on these roads is about one or two
‘miles a year, so it takes years to complete a
road. I do not disagree about sealing a road
once it is made, but it is not in the best

interests of the road to bituminize a mile or
two a year and to extend the sealing pro-
gramme over possibly sgix to eight years
because, by the end of that time or even before,
the sealed parts have to be resurfaced and
possibly the cost of resurfacing detracts from
the amount that would be allowed for a con-
tinuation of the work. I appeal to the Govern-f
ment in this matter because if anything is
causing comment and perhaps discontent in
country areas it is the road programme and
to some extent the electricity supply pro-
gramme, although the Electricity Trust is doing
the best it can.

Mr. Dunnage—But most roads in the metro-

‘politan area are being constructed by local

government authorities.

Mr. QUIRKE—I know, but I am referring
to highways. Who paid for the Marion Road?

Myr. Dunnage—That goes to the country, but
it ig not in my area, We do our roads our-
selves.

Mr. QUIRKE—The honourable member is
not in a country area. I am referring only to
the expenditure on main roads in the metropoli-
tan area that lead to and from the country.
Although country people benefit when using
these roads to come to the city, they come off
some bad roads to get to the good roads. The
country road programme above all else
demands attention. Even if more money were
given every third year to complete country roads
it would be no more than justice to the country
people and it would prevent a colossal main-
tenance waste. Grants have been made for
main roads, one of which is that from Hallett to
Burra. Part of this road is now bitumenized
and people from the north are taking advantage
of it. The road from Hallett should be sealed,
at least as far as Burra, as promptly as possible
to save the wastage of money on maintenance
made necessary by the increased traffic. Money
is spent in putting gravel on the road and after
only one year it has to be repaired again
because it is graded and then thrown off, caus-
ing a terrific wastage that should be avoided.

'L'he Leader of the Opposition took the
Premier to task for the huge State debt that
now exists. He rightly drew attention to it
because it is a matter for concern but the
Premier was not wrong in defending it, as there
is nmo other way under present conditions open
to the Treasurer of a State to obtain money
other than the way in which it has been
obtained, There are other Ways, of course, but
they are not operative,

Mr. Shannon—We could not even build high-
ways if we did not have money.
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Mr. QUIRKE—No, but the point is that there
is a debt. However, I defend the Premier in
his attitude; he said that he had spent money
and for his expenditure he had obtained valu-
able things for the State. All progress today
is a matter of debt—even hire-purchase. Had
a Labor Government been in office since 1933
and had it carried out the same programme
it would have been in debt, too, because it
would not have been able to get money from
any other source. Although I am not defending
the Loan programme, I maintain that there are
other means of providing finance. We have
to be realistic and recognize that we have this
debt and that it will continue to grow no mat-
ter who is in office in this State, because that
is the way things are ordered today, wrong as
that might be.

The member for Albert (Mr. Nankivell)
mentioned inflation. Of all the inflationary
causes that we have I give pride of place to
hire-purchase. Although we are told time and
time again that hire-purchase is not inflation-
ary, it is and must be inflationary. Figures
from the Commonwealth Bank’s Statistical
Bulletin (company supplement for 1959) show
that in 1957-58 the sum invested, apart from
debentures, in hire-purchase eonsisted of share
issues,  £9,000,000; shareholders’  funds,
£12,000,000; bank overdrafts, £44,000,000;
undistributed profits, £3,000,000, making a total
of £68,000,000, to which must be added the sum
that people subscribe in debentures, Regard-
ing bank overdrafts, there is £44,000,000 of
inflation. I do not know what that figure is
today, but I understand that the banks have
whittled it down because it represents direct
inflation.

Hire-purchase agreements now total more
than £400,000,000, At the minimum charge of
16 per cent—that is, 8 per cent flat—the profit
is about £64,000,000, or equivalent to the total
sum invested outside of debentures, and that
to the consumer is £192,000,000 when he has
paid on a three-year programme. How can
that be called anything but inflation? A per-
son who invests £1,000 in a hire-purchase
company at 8 per cent will receive £80 per
annum, or £240 in three years. I use the
three years’ term for a hire-purchase agree-
ment, although I see now that it is as high as
five years, in which event the conditions will
be immeasurably worse. A person who ®igns
a hire-purchase contract for £1,000 at 8 per
cent flat will pay £160 a year over and
above £1,000, or £480 over the three years.
That £480 over the three years means that in
that time he has paid 48 per cent more. than

his original contract payment. Those "are
colossal figures that cannot be defended by
anybody, anyhow. Further, they are only the
interest charges, and the person entering into
the contract still has other charges to meet.

We hear criticism by ill-informed people who
say that the greatest inflationary medium today
is the increase in wages. It is nothing of the
sort! The type of hire-purchase I have men-
tioned is the greatest charge on the wage
earner and if he is not able to meet those
charges when he wants to purchase anything
industry will stand still. Can anybody refute
that? If these charges remain as they are,
the incomes of people must be such ag to
meet those charges over a three-year period.
No working man’s income gives him sufficient
to purchase even his output in goods. It
never does! If we are going to have this
sort of thing we shall get continual rises in
salaries and wages as this thing extends, and
it is extending. It has gone from three years
to five years in many cases, and a person hav-
ing to pay another two years at 8 per cent
flat will pay another £320 on the same sum.

‘What is the use of talking loosely about
inflation when we have a thing like that hang-
ing around our necks? I will not say what
must be done at this stage, but something
must be done about it, and it is sufficient to
realize the necessity for doing something in
the matter. Any increase in wages is always
months behind the appreciation in costs. I have
heard people say that wages must be related to
value of production, but no greater nonsense
than that has ever been spoken. If we
related wages to production value they would
have to be about three times what they are
today in order to purchase the output of
industry. Some people today are investing
what savings they have, from whatever source
they came, at 8 per cent, and it is those
savings that have been used by hire-purchase
companies in order to extraet this amount of
tribute from the person whom we say should
not have higher wages. I know quite well that
to keep wages rocketing up and up all the
time is not good for the economy, but if
other things are beating the man to the draw
all the time he has to get wage increases in
order to live. This financial system must be
controlled. The only way I would eontrol it
would be to enter into competition with it,
because real competition could bring this thing
tumbling down in 12 months.

Mr. Ralston—Could the present Govern-
ment do it? : : . -
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Mr. QUIRKE-=Any Comnioiwedlth Govern-
mént cotild bring it fumbling down in 12
midnths, fof the goed of the economy of
Adustralia; because the fihancial structure of
Awustralia is enfirely & Commndéniwealth matter.
‘We cannot centrol it here, nor can any other

State control it; and it must be controlled by

the Commonwealth, which has the power and
should use it.

Mr. Ralston—Do you think the present Com-
monwealth Government would do that?

M:t. QUIRKE—It is doing it to some
extént through the Development Bank. A
machine cam be purchased today through the
Development Branch of the Commonwealth
Bank at 4% per cent flat.

Mr. Ralston—That is for primary produc-
tion.

Mr. QUIRKE—Yes. .

Mr. Ralston—It is nmot for the worker.

Mr, QUIRKE—Nobody is going to tell me
a pfimary producer is mot a worker.

Mr, Ralston—I meant ‘‘a working man.'’

Mr. QUIRKE—=T will not fall for that ome.
The extenston of that concession to other
forms of production would be beneficial, for
it would mean 9% per cent as against 16 per
cent—a: marked reduction—and there is no
carthly reason why it could not be better than
that. The Commonwealth Bank does not owe it
to anybody. They do not have to make profits
in order to get money to pay interest to their
investors. They can do much better than that,
and they should. It is a marked departure
from the accepted thing. The hire-purchase
business and the people connected with it are
entirely unmoral and they are killing the
country. There should he a united demand
from the Parliaments of Australis in this
matter, but whether we could get unanimity
I do not know. When we realize that the
funds outside debenture funds amount to
£64,000,000 and that £402,000,000 is owing on
hire-purchase contracts, we must wonder where
the difference is. What is the total debenture
money invested in the 44 hire-purchase com-
panies, and what is the relationship of the
total funds I mentioned to the £402,000,000

now outstanding? I would like to have this .

information, but it is almost impossible to
get it. It would tell a story associated with
inflation. The whole thing can be infla-
tionary from the ground upwards, particularly
that portion financed by bank overdrafts.
We cannot aseertain the total amount invested
by the banks in their companies. If is said
to be 40 per cent, but if it is if doés not cost
the banks anything, and I defy aryome to

prove otherwise. They do not use shéfe-
holders’ fundss We afe to have thé Hire-
Purthase Agreements Bill brought before ug
again this session; and we should do all we
can to alleviate the pésition.

We have just had a by-eleétion in the
distriet of Light, and one of the features of
the eampaign was the play on decentralization,
I have always supported schemes for decen-
tralization. I should like to see small
industries established in eountry towus, and
they edn ounly be small industries. All over
the world primary producing areas do not
hdve big industrics located in them, mainly
because of the lack of contintiity of popula-
tion. In South Australia country distriets
are not sewered, and it is necessary for tleri
to be sewered if much labour is employed.

Mr,  Bywaters—Shearer’s works have 400
employees.

Mr. QUIRKE—Yes, but they have the river
nearby. They have a good industry, and they
have proved the fallacy of the argument that
rail transport prevents a firm from establish-
ing an industry in the country becaunse of high
fransport They have overeame the
trouble and it could be done elsewhere. They
were not compelled to go to Mannum, and
there can be no compulsion for people to go
to Saddleworth or Riverton, but it is most
unlikely that industries would want te go to
those places. )

costs.

Mr. O’Halloran—There should be a measure
of encouragement.

Mr. QUIRKE—Yes. One of the big capital
costs in startirg a factory is the building
itself, but an industry wanting to start at
any country town can arrange for the building
to be erected. In country towns where theré is
already an industry and where the Housing
Trust will not build houses because of the
uncertainty of the industry money ¢an be made
available over 4 period of 10 yedrs so that
houses can be built for people engaged in the
industry. That is a fine contribution, and I
deprecate statements that the present position
is the result of neglect. I Ao not like this
writing down of our ¢ountry towns, and T have
some figutes that ¥ hope will show that country

people have done a tremendous amount towards

incredsing the wealth of the State. It is use-
Tess to quote values for variéus years bécause

‘in 1931 the price of wheat was only 1s. 6d.

4 bushel. A mighty Jot of bushels would be
fieeded at- that price to reach the total amvount
received for thé wheat erop in fecent yeéars.
It is produdtion that coints.
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-1 will give figures regarding grain, but I
do not want them to be interpreted in the
wrong way. In 1930-31, 4,180,000 acres were
planted to wheat. The yield was 34,871,000
bushels, and the value £4,572,000. That was
when wheat was 1s. 6d. a bushel. The barley
acreage in that year was 251,000 and the yield
4,572,000 bushels. The total aereage sown to
grain was 4,431,000 and the total yield of
wheat and barley was 39,443,000 bushels. The
yield per acre for wheat was only 8.34 bushels.
In 1939-40 the acreage sown to grain was only
3,237,548, but the yield in that year increased
to 51,031,000 bushels. The wheat yield per
gere was 15.02 bushels, and the barley 19.78.
The production value for wheat that year was
£8,346,000. In 1950-51 the grain acreage was
2,611,862 and the production 47,663,000
bushels. That was 8,000,000 bushels above the
figure for 1930-31, yet in that year there was
double the acreage.

From these figures we can see that the prim-
ary producer is doing a good job and taking
advantage of new ideas. He has widened his
crop rotation. That no-one does better than
the farmer with the information disseminated
by the various organizations is conclusively
proved by these figures. In 1850-51 the wheat
yield per aere was 16.74 bushels, and barley
21.87. In 1958-59 the grain acreage was
2,739,000, an increase on the 1951 figure, and
production inereased to 69,696,000 bushels.
The value was £53,145,000. In 1939-40 the
value of the wheat production was £8,346,000;
in 1950-51 it was £22,793,000; and in 1958-59
the grain erop was valued at £53,145,000. The
yield per acre for barley in 1958-59 was 28.27
bushels. I have not got the figure for wheat.
In 1930-31 the wheat yield per acre was 8.34
bushels, in 1939-40 it was 15.02, and in 1950-51
it was 16.74. The barley yields per acre were
19.78 bushels in 1939-40, 21.87 bushels in
1950-51, and 28.27 bushels in 1958-59. Even
if there are fewer people living in the country
now, production of grain has been inereased
tremendously.

The thinking of people in various country
distriets is much the same. In 1941
when I first contested the Stanley electorate
as- a - Labor candidate I had a Liberal
opponent. At Auburn he polled 146 votes
and 124 electors voted for me.. At Water-
vale 52 electors voted for my opponent, and
120 for me. At Saddleworth we each got 110
~votes. At Riverton he got 221; and.I got 166.
At Hamley Bridge my opponent received 179
_ votes and 154 people voted for me. In 1944
I had a Liberal opponent,- but no - Labor

U
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opponent. At each of the previously-mentioned
voting places I received more votes than my
opponent, with the exception of Riverton, where
he got 201 votes and I got 197. As the Labor
candidate I defeated my Liberal opponent. In
1947 my two Liberal opponents ran square on
the eard, and I beat both of them with an
absolute majority, but with the help of the
Labor vote. When there was a Labor candi-
date against me the same thing happened. In
1944 the subdivision of Saddleworth recorded
603 votes for the Labor candidate, and in the
by-election just held 574 votes were recorded
for him. The subdivision of Riverton recorded
1,834 votes for Labor in 1944 and in Satur-
day’s by-election it recorded 1,769, The
country does mot change much except in its
productive effort and that is something for
which the country people must be given full
marks and full recognition. My investigations
reveal that the country people have used their
intelligence and application to such an extent
that their efforts have produced a colossal bene-
fit for the South Australian economy. I refer
to wheat and barley only and not to wool and
the other primary products. The remarkable
inerease in production of wheat and barley
reflects great credit on the people.

School attendance figures do not reveal out-
standing changes and the changes that have
taken place have been caused mainly by
improved transport and the introduction of
area Schools resulting in the closing of some
smaller schools. The attendance of school child-
ren is lower because children who attend
country secondary schools are, in the main,
those that leave the ecountry. They get a

higher education and, beeause there is
nothing in. the towns for them, they
leave. In most cases children who do

‘not attend secondary schools in the country
remain in the country. I am not saying whether
I think that is good or bad, but the fact remains
that where secondary education facilities are
provided people deliberately set out to equip
their children for a status in life that cannot
.be given them in the country. The establish-
'ment_ of a small industry in a town gives them
that opportunity and the leaders of this State
. must reorienate their ideas on decentralization.
No-one. wants to see country towns go ahead
more than I do, but that would require some-
. thing meore than trying to encourage a small
- industry, to go to a town, because such an
.industry might soon find itself in bother.
High schools are established at Jamestown,
~ Burra, . Clare, Balaklava and Xapunda and
~.area; ;schools’ also provide education, but. the
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product of those schools does not go into
secondary industry because. it is deliberately
educated for a different sphere. Before I
investigated this question I thought there was
but one answer to it, but I now believe that a
small industry in the country town is not the
answer because that industry could be killed in
time through lack of employees. It has been
said that people should be attracted from the
city to the country but that does not work.

Mr. Hall—Wild horses wouldn’t do it.

Mr. QUIRKE—I agree. Another reason why
the country population has fallen off is that
in 1933 South Australia had about 200,000
horses and that meant about 500,000 tons of
hay had to be conserved. In those days it
was cereal hay—wheaten and oaten hay and
sheaved hay. I ask members to visualize the
number of men required to handle the 500,000
tons of hay that was eut with a binder, stooked
in the paddock, carted into the stack, taken out
and chaffed, in the main, and fed to the horses.
Most farms had two eight-horse teams with all
the frills necessary to maintain them. In
some cases two ten-horse teams were kept and
often a horse wrangler, perhaps two, would be
employed. Those men did not get much encour-
agement to stay there because some were not
paid for their gservices, No-onme wants those
conditions again because they are not conducive
to taking labour to the country.

Hay production for 1959-60 was 671,000 tons
of which only 114,000 tons was cereal hay or
sheaved hay. Baled hay accounted for 557,000
tons. I ask honourable members to consider
the difference required in the handling of
baled hay as against that required for sheaved
cereal hay.

Mr. Heaslip—It is not too good either.

Mr. QUIRKE—No. Manpower is not used
ag much today. Pick-up loaders are used and
there are all sorts of facilities for handling
hay. The machinery does not demand the
same attention as the thousands of horses that
had to be fed in earlier days. There has
heen a falling off in the horse popnlation
but that has not done the country any harm;
it could have done it immeasurable good. The
figures quoted during the recent -election
campaign were not as real as they were
supposed to be. The country needs good
roads, and electricity in every home. It needs
a water supply and after an adequate water
supply is provided and roads and -electricity
are given to the people industry will flow
into the country towns.

Before the last war thefe was little
secondary industry in Clare but look at that

town today. I ask honourable members to
think of the industries and the amenities now

provided there. High schools, secondary
sehools, primary schools, electricity, water,
and good roads have accompanied every

industry in a small way and they have centred
on Clare. Motors can be restored and crank
shafts reground at Clare. Fibrous plaster ean
be provided for houses, and two brick kilns
operate. The town produces steel construction
parts of every sort and maintains heavy
tractors, diesel tractors and -diesel plants.
Everything is there but nobody was foreed to
go to Clare.

When speaking of Riverton, Saddleworth
and Kapunda I hesitate to say where I think
the industrial centre should be. - Obviously
there could not be an industrial ecentre in each
town because there would be nothing to main-
tain it, but there could be an industrial centre
in one district drawing its working popula-
tion from: the towns about. No tangible
reason can be given why Kapunda, Riverton
and Saddleworth have gone back, but the
results achieved in Clare are obvious to
everyone and they provide labour for a wide
area surrounding the town.

The speech of His Excelleney the Lieutenant-
Governor referred to war service land settle-
ment, exploration for oil, drainage, forests,
water supply, sewers, river development, roads,

‘Leigh Creek coal, the Electricity Trust in all

its branches, Housing Trust, education and
immunization, prices and rent control, and
all sorts of things that are Government-
controlled. We eannot today loosely say that
we are totally opposed to Socialism. Certain
forms of Socialism can be opposed but the
programme mentioned in the Lieutenant-
Governor’s Speech indicates dangerous ground
in this respect. All that programme is
designed to provide opportunities that could
be the meansg of starting decentralization.
The State ecan provide amenities and
that list is a fair quota, but the State
cannot be expected to go beyond that. Tt is
a social programme.

Australia is wedded to the two-Party
system: Liberal and Labor, Most peoplé in
this State are wedded to neither ome ideology
nor the other. I often liken the political
set-up in Australiz to a square. There are
two extremes in polities (the extreme right
and the extreme left) and both are equally
damaging. If that square is taken as repre-
senting Australian polities, on the right-hand
side is a narrow margin representing the
advanced right-wingers and on the other a
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narrow margin representing the advanced left-
wingers. The people in the centre are neither
one thing nor the other: all they want is a
good solid political system which they can
adhere to, and it is time both political Parties
with their age-old shibboleths started thinking
on such lines. If the two existing policies were
burnt and we started again, we would be
bestowing on the people a wonderful benefit. I
know of many thousands of people who
do not belong to one Party or the other,
but who will vote very often according to how
they think the candidate states his own views.
They are sick and tired, in the main, of all
the old shibboleths and Party banners and will
support the Party that comes out and discards
the extreme right or the extreme left., On the
one hand, there is the extreme Rightist, the
man who supports this unmoral financial order
that puts such an incubus around the. necks of
the people who want the ordinary amenities in
their homes. The extreme Rightist is ana-
thema: he has no place in an up-and-coming
Australia.

On the other hand, the extreme Leftist lives
all the time in a spirit of revenge against the
extreme Rightist, He says, ‘‘He was the man
who killed me. He was the man who kept this
country down. He was the man who caused
the cemeteries at Broken Hill to grow to the
size they did becanse he refused to allow the
hollow water drill that could have prevented
the silica dust from dusting and hardening the
lungs of the miners, so that they died in their
thousands.’’ That is all true, but it happened
many years ago. The type of person who would
do that then is with us now but he could never
do it these days. o, why maintain the
antagonisms of the extreme Left and the stupid-
ities of the extreme Right whilst in between
on the misty flats the rest of the people are
drifting to and fro? All that they look for is
good solid guidance. When that time comes,
anybody advocating that sort of policy will
get the support of most people of this country.
People are not fools; they are looking for
guidance. Some say that the farmer, who is a
landed man, would not vote Labor. Do not
believe it. Thousands of them do, and would—
if Labor had a policy. Others will vote nothing
else but Liberal. They are a proportion but
not the vast majority of the people. If they
were, I would not have been here for 19 years.
That is all there is to it. The people are look-
ing for that lead and, when it is given to them,
they will respond to it, At present, they are
sick to death of -being hammered first by one
and then by the other Party, No good at all

can come out of that Party, no good at all can
come out of the other Party, whereas there is
immeasurable good in both of them. There are
just as good men on both sides.

Mr. Clark—There are more good on this side
than on the other.

Mr. QUIRKE—Not at all. We would not
have the conditions that we have in Australia
today were it not for a virile Labor Party in
years gone by. Everybody must admit that. T
wish we had some of those men. today. The
same applies to the other side. Nobody can
discount what the Premier has done for this
State. Who can write it down? Nebody!
All those factors have econtributed and I
make a plea for honourable members not
to forget these things. Time is running
out.  Everything is building up in this
country so that, without trying to deery what
has been done, I say there is an agitation pro-
ceeding in this country in the minds of people.
I get it wherever I go, as other honourable
members must get it wherever they go. The
only thing needed is the right lead. People will
respond to that., We must depart for ever
from those things that have obtained here for
the past hundred years but which today
have no part or place in the advanced
eivilized life that we propose should be ours.
We cannot always think that the progress
of a nation depends entirely upon its
material wellbeing—money and the things it
possesses. That does mot bring wellbeing to
a country in its entirety. Such things are
good and acceptable but it must be the will of
the people to do the right thing in relation
to everybody else that is important. That
applies particularly to the hire-purchase
people, who have no will to do good to any-
body but themselves. That is anathema today.

Mr. BYWATERS (Murray)—TI rise to adad
my word of sympathy for the wife and son of
the late George Hambour in his tragic and
sudden death. There were times when he and
I disagreed forcibly, but no-one was more
shocked than T at the tragic ending of a man
who had given so much to his distriet. I join
with all honourable members in expressing my
sympathy to the wife and son of the late mem-
ber for Light,

Since I have been a member of this House,
nothing has been brought more vividly or closely
to our minds and liearts tlian the sudden
deaths of the late members for Wallaroo and
Light. That makes us think seriously about
providing for our dependants because, in cases
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like these, wives could be left entirely desti-
tute by the sudden demise of honourable mem-
bers. The fact that there is no compensation
whatsoever for the dependants of a member
who does his job properly for his distriet and
then dies suddenly in the course of his duties
is something that concerns every member. He
is not even covered by any form of work-
men’s compensation, as applies to the wage-
earner. We 'are similarly placed, and mem-
bers on this side of the Housc rely entirely
on their Parliamentary salaries. The fact
that our dependants can be left with no com-
pensation is a matter that greatly concerns
many members to whom I have spoken. As
it could happen to any one of us, something
should be done in this matter.

At this stage I congratulate the incoming
member for Light (Mr. Nicholson) on his win
last Saturday. Once an election is fought and
won, no matter how hard he has fought, the
loser naturally congratulates the winner and
the winner consoles the loser. Omne thing that
was brought vividly to the fore was the
decided swing to Labor in that by-election,
and that was not due entirely to the intense
campaigning by members on this side. It
wag a clean and worthwhile campaign and I
heard no jarring note from either side in the
area to which I was allotted. Government
members entered into the fray, put much time
and energy into the campaign and learned
much from the Labor campaign. As I see it,
people in the country, particularly those to
-whom I spoke, are looking for a change. At
Cadell some said to me, ‘‘It is time we had a
~change of Government.’’ I was pleased to
oberve a decided swing in favour of our candi-
date, a man the people had not as yet met.
Although there was much campaigning from
both sides, the swing to Labor in that area was
most decided.

I shoﬁld like at this stage to congratulate
the mp%_zer of the motion on his fine and
thoughtful contribution to the debate. I was
particularly intcrested in his roforemee to both
private and socialistic enterprise. I think he
'béhbed the sentiments of many members on
this ‘side when he said, in effect, that private
enterprise and Government enterprise worked
well together to the benefit of the State. All
Labor members agree that private enterprise
and socialistic enterprise need to combine to
work in the interests of the State. That is
the ideal and has been proved already.
T -pay a tribute to the efforts of the
FElectricity Trust in the district of Albert
:and’ in my district, It shows the wisdom of

the Government previously in establishing, with
the support of Labor members in both this
House and the other HMouse, an undertaking
that has proved very successful indeed.

Mr. O’Halloran—It could not have been
established without the support of Labor mem-
bers in the Upper House.

Mr. BYWATERS—I appreciate that inter-
jection because the honourable Leader was a
member of this House at the time and he
knows the position. True, without the support
of the Labor Party in this House and in the
Upper House, the legislation would not have
been passed. All country members will rejoice
at the beneficial rains we had at the week-end.
I know the people in my distriet are happy
about them although we were treated fairly
well last year along that strip of country in
my distriet where we have had good crops. We
were anxiously waiting for good rain and I
am glad it has come.

Much publicity has been given to the pros-
pect of 'a new dam on the upper reaches of the
River Murray, just inside the South Australian
border, something that has been hailed by
many people along the river who depend on the
river for water. Some time ago, prior to the
last election, when the Premier mentioned that
there was a scheme from New South Wales
to serve the outer areas away from the Murray,
the Menindee lakes scheme was suggested and
we thought that this would come to fruition;
but it did not and apparently it fell by the
wayside. Then we heard later of a scheme
to be extended from Lake Bonney, which I
did not favour, and I expressed that view here.
Apparently it was not feasible, as the cost of
the work would have been prohibitive. I hope
that the proposed dam on the Murray becomes
an accomplished faet, because many of those
dependent upon water for their activities are
at some loss to meet their requirements. We
are becoming more and more dependent upon
the Murray for our water supplies, and that

-applied particularly last summer, when 80 per

cent of the water used in the metropolitan area
was drawn from that source, It is fortunate
that we did not have a year similar to 1957
when, following a high river, we had a low
river with a high salt content. If that had
occurred this year people in the metropolitan
area would have been in dire straits.

Mr. Jennings—It would have been a disaster.

Mr. BYWATERS—Yes, and possibly gardens
would have failed and there would have been a
shortage of drinking water. - We were fortun-
ate that there were good rains in the eastern
States and that we were able to use Murray
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water. The present population of the metro-
politan area is about 500,000, and it is expected
to reach 1,000,000 in the not distant future.
There will then be an even greater demand for
Murray water. Therefore, it is essential that a
dam be construected on the upper reaches of
the Murray. Undoubtedly there will be prob-
lems associated with this scheme, and one of
these concerns the water supply in the lower
reaches of the Murray. Although the Premier
assured me that this was not likely to arise, I
emphasize that irrigation activities there
greatly exceed those of a few years ago. If is
to be hoped that there will be no need for
worry in this regard. Amnother thing that
worries irrigators occurs when water in the
Murray is clear in colour. Algae does not get
a chance to grow when there is colour in
the water, but when the water is clear
irrigators have trouble with this growth.
It is to be hoped that provision will be made
for colour to come into the river to check the
continual growth of algae.

Fish from the Murray are an asset not only
to South Awustralia, but also to New South
Wales and Victoria, and the netting season is
usually when the water is diseoloured. Quite
a few fishermen are concerned about the lock-
ing of the river as this could result in some
loss of income. I do not think that the trouble
is insurmountable. I trust that these things
will be taken into consideration when planning
the construction of the proposed dam. Several
river eaptains have spoken to me about the
necessity of dredging the Murray. Silt accumu-
lates and sandbanks develop because of the
slow movement of the water. They contend
that to preserve the maximum quantity of
water the river should be dredged and the silt
used for reclamation, as was done under the
Outer Harbour scheme. Very little attention
has been given to the question of suetion
dredging on the Murray, but in the near future
I think we shall have to look closely into this
aspect so that the river can be maintained at
a sufficient depth to provide for the free
passage of water.

There has been a distinet increase in irriga-
tion along the Murray, particularly in the
lower reaches. Areas around Renmark have
been well consolidated with the development of
orchards, but in the lower reaches much atten-
tion is now being given to vegetable growing.
Many people in the metropolitan area have
found that because of high land values and
increased council rates they have to move out
into areas where land is cheaper and water is
readily available. Many growers from around
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Virginia and Salisbury have found this step
necessary. Only last year we had to pass legis-
lation to eontrol underground waters, particu-
larly those from subterranean basins. Land
along the Murray is ideal for closer settlement.
In the last year or two many areas have been
subdivided into blocks of 10, five and 2% acres,
and this has occurred particularly near Murray
Bridge. Three such subdivisions have already
taken place and another is about to take place.
The ready sale of these blocks indieates that
many people are anxious to get on the land.
There is a growing need to provide inore vege-
tables for the metropolitan area, and this
demand could readily be met by people pro-
ducing near Murray Bridge, which is only 50
miles from Adelaide, with a good road to the
city. During the recess I took up with the
Lands Department and the Engineering and
Water Supply Department the possibility of
water being provided for these bloeks at other
than the ordinary reticulation rates, which
amount to about 2s. 6d. a thousand gallons
under pressure. Water should be supplied to
these areas on an acre foot basis, similar to
the scheme for irrigated orchards, but I am
told that this is not possible at presemt. I
have been informed by both the departments
referred to that under the existing legislation
it is impossible for the Engineering and Water
Supply Department to enter into this agree-
ment because its charter is to supply water for
domestic and stock purposes and not for irriga-
tion. The Lands Department provides water
for irrigation, and the bugbear is that it can-
not operate in areas which are supplied by the
Engineering and Water Supply Department,
which also suffers from a similar restrietion
as regards the operations of the Lands Depart-
ment; so we have a stalemate. If necessary,
legislation should be introduced to allow these
departments to provide water for irrigation at
a satisfactory rate to allow those on small
areas to operate successfully. This has already
been done by private enterprise. There are two
such schemes on the lower river where private
people are installing their own plants to supply
water. I understand that they intend-to sell
water to others for irrigation. If increasing
supplies of vegetables are to be made available
to the metropolitan area, there is a mneed for
the Government to supply water from the
Murray at a cheap rate.

Many young people are anxious to go on the
land. We heard an excellent speech from Mr.
Quirke, who pointed out how produetion from
the land had inereased in recent years, despite

‘the fact that fewer people were on the land.
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We are told that Australia will not be able
to feed her own people in a few decades
unless there is greater production. There
could be inereased production if more people
were placed on the land. Only yesterday I
read in the press that the number of appli-
cants for Jand that had been opened in
Western Australia far exceeded the number
of holdings that could be made available.
Some of this land is on the Ord River in the
Kimberleys. It was said that people had
come from every State looking for land.
When I was in Western Australia a year or
two ago I was told that many South Aus-
tralians went to that State looking for land,
and many people are also seeking land in this
State. A man on wages finds it difficult to
undertake this work because of the high
overhead costs. On the Murray an oppor-
tunity is presented for people without much
capital to undertake production. If water
could be provided on a reasonable basis, it
would be found that more market gardencrs
would go to areas adjacent to the river.

In reply to a recent question the Minister
of Works informed me that another main is
to be laid from the Murray to serve the
metropolitan areca. We know that this is
necessary because of the inereased population,
and we also know that it will be mecessary,
as the Minister stated, to serve new areas
along the route. For a long time I have had
in mind the need for supplying water to areas
between the Murray and Adelaide. I refer
particularly to the northern part of Monarto
and Callington. This is a particularly fertile
part of the State. With an assured water
supply people there could inerease their pro-
duction considerably. I long for the day
when water will be supplied to these people.
A scheme has been evolved to take water from
Tailem Bend to Keith. The member for
Albert and I are particularly interested in
this and will be pleaged to see it come to
fruition; and this applies probably more to
amy friend than to myself, beeause although
the first part of the work would be in my
distriet, there is a much greater area in his
district to be served. I join with him in
supporting such a proposal. Much of the
land through which such a main would run
is very good, particulariy sinee trace ele-
ments have been applied to the soil. Pro-
duction ‘has heen stepped wup considerably.
The stock-carrying ecapacity has increased out
of all bounds compared with other parts of
the State and there is a mneed to supply that
stock with water. People in the ITundreds of

Seymour and Burdett, which are adjacent to the
proposed main, wish to have a supply and I
shall press their claims, .

The shortage of personnel in Government
departments has caused me some concern.
Recently I applied to the Architect-in-Chief’s
Department for an architect to be sent to
Murray Bridge to draw up plans for the
proposed new block at the high school, but
I was told that there was a shortage
because architéets were leaving the depart-
ment as they eould do better in private
enterprise. An architect who, I felt, had
a great deal of sympathy with me had

already gone to private enterprise, possibly

because he would get more money, but I heard
that he was being re-engaged by the depart-
ment. It seems to me to be wrong to pay a
man to come back from private enterprise. It
would be much better to pay a higher salary
in the first place if these men deserve it, which
I am sure they do. It is a pity that good men
are being lost to the Government. This applies
also to surveyors. We have been asking for
surveyors to come to the river swamp areas to
survey certain areas that the department has
taken over. The people from whom land was
taken three years ago have not been compens-
ated because surveyors have not been sent there
to carry out this work. Surveyors are being
lost from the department because they are
doing better outside. All departments will
have to investigate this matter with a view to
taking steps to keep their officers.

The member for Burra spoke at length about
decentralization, which is a live issue, as was
proved in the recent by-election. Wherever we
went during the campaign people spoke to us
about decentralization, as they were concerned
that only small industries were able to go to the
country. I pointed out that the firm of
Shearer’s employed 400 people at Mannum.
This industry was established at the end of last
century, and it has grown because it has been
able to compete with others, despite high trans-
port costs. It has been able to get efficient
management and employees; in faet, I have
been told the standard of employee there is
very high and that the firm is very happy with
its: men. This industry has shown that it is
possible to have large industries in country
areas.

I know there is also a need for small indus-
tries and in my electorate, particularly at
Murray Bridge, there is as good a cross-section
of small industry as there is anywhere in the
State. Reeently small industries have eome
into the area because we have all the facilities
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neeessary to decentralize industry—a good road,
adequate power and an ample water supply.
We know that more industries will come, but
they could be encouraged more than in the past.
We know certain inducements have been offered
to .industries to go to the country, particularly
to the area around Elizabeth. I do not consi-
der that is a country area; nevertheless, it is
getting the benefit of these facilities. I do not
complain about that, but facilities could
be offered to other country areas. Power should
be supplied at the same price as in the metro-
politan area and we should ensure that trans-
port costs are no higher than in the metro-
politan area. I think the Government could
well look into this matter with a view to assist-
ing industries to establish themselves in country
areas. :

It was brought to my notice rceently that
certain people in this State who have not been
here long are interested in bringing to this
country an industry that they carried on over-
seas, namely, a tannery, We have done a great
deal of exploratory work, but there are difficul-
ties that I intend to take up with the Treasurer
to see whether some assistance can be given to
promote this tannery. I understand that most
of the leathers used in this State come from
other States because there are few tanneries
here. There is a need and an opportunity to
establish another tannery, especially one using
some of the improved methods used overseas.
Some of the samples this man showed me were
outstandingly good, and although I am no
judge of leathers I took them to people who
are experts in this field. These people have
been told that, although the quality of their
product is good and cannot be matched, their
prices are too high. The field is 'so competi-
tive that prices must be cut to the lowest,
regardless of quality, I do not think that is
good because today, perhaps more than in the
past, we need good quality in shoes, particu-
larly in children’s shoes which do not last very
long.

The cannery that was recently established
at Murray Bridge is doing very well.
Although we have been told that there is a
surplus of stocks in Australia generally, and
in this State in particular, this cannery has
completely sold its stocks. Although it is
operating only in a small way, if it can carry
on and meet the requirements of the area it
now serves it will be doing a service to growers,
employees and the industry as a whole. We
know ' that the canning industry has gone
through a hard time, but there is still a need
for good quality canned fruits, so there is

an opening for such an industry in my eiector-
ate, where there are a number of fruit growers,
to process fruit in close proximity to the area
where it is grown. I am sure the choice of
Murray Bridge will be vindicated.

I have covered several matters that concern
my distriet. 1 have spoken mostly on dis-
trict matters because this debate gives mem-
bers an opportunity to put before the Govern-
ment and the various departments the needs of
their electorates. We, as representatives of
our areas, are justly entitled to do this, and
that is why I have spoken about matters of
particular interest to me. I support the
motion.

Mr. LAUCKE (Barossa)—I have much
pleasure in supporting the motion for the
adoption of the Address in Reply. I heartily
congratulate the member for Albert (Mr.
Nankivell) on his thoughtful and excellent
speech in moving the motion. May I, too,
congratulate you, Mr. Aecting Speaker, for
your interesting speech in seconding the motion.
I join with members in hailing the joyful
announcement from the Royal Family circle
of the advent of a second Prince to Her
Gracious Majesty the Queen and Prince Philip,
Duke of Edinburgh, and the engagement of
Her Royal Highness, Princess Margaret. I
feel that we are singularly fortunate in having
at the head of our great Commonwealth a-
family that puts into true perspective values
so vitally important to us and to the whole
world. -~ I concur heartily in the sentiments
expressed by the Premier and the Leader of
the Opposition, referring to the Royal Family
in a special resolution on the first day of this
Session, when they said that the Royal Family
gives to all of us a lead in placing home life
and the home unit in its right perspective.
I feel that the very basis of good living is
on a foundation of walues when it takes into
account the high importance of the home.

For seven years we have been served
wonderfully by our former Governor, Sir
Robert George, and Lady George. After their
arrival they soon won a special place in the
hearts of all South Australians, and I feel
sure that when they left us we all felt that we
had suffered a personal loss. Sir Robert has
rendered an invaluable service in further
cementing the bonds that bind Crown and
Commonwealth, and I feel that there is no
more potent factor in promoting and maintain-
ing an essential atmosphere of family cohesion
and common interest as between the Common-
wealth nations and the Crown than Governors
appointed by Her Majesty from FEngland.
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May we ever have gentlemen of the calibre of
Sir Robert to be Governors of this State. As
I pay a tribute to Sir Robert, I am mindful
of the magnificent performance of Viee-Regal
duties by His Excellency the Lieutenant-
Governor (Sir Mellis Napier) whenever he has
been called upon to discharge the high duties
of that office. We may indeed be proud of
gentlemen such as he because citizenship, as
he reveals it, is a guide and an inspiration
to all of us.

I wish to refer briefly to the untimely
pasging of our former colleague and friend,
George Hambour. His death cast a heavy
shadow of gloom over Eudunda, the surround-
ing distriets, and in fact, over the whole of
his electorate, as well as over this House. I
know that his family found deep solace in the
very moving tributes paid to his memory in
this House and in another place on the first
day of this session, and also in the magnificent
tribute paid his memory at his funeral at
Eudunda. Through many years of association
with the late member I grew to have a deep
personal regard for him. He was one whom
I felt always performed extremely well in
whatever he did, and I trust that such as
he will ever take part in the public affairs
of our State. To him I pay my humble tribute
today.

I congratulate the Minister of Lands (Sir
Cecil Hineks) on the high dignity conferred
upon him by Her Majesty, and wish him and
Lady Hineks many years of health and hap-
piness in the knowledge that his good work
has been recognized. I have no doubt that
this is the source of mueh gratification
to the many folk who have come to know
Sir Cecil through the years. I am delighted
to see the honourable the Minister of Educa-
tion, the member for Semaphore (Mr. Tap-
ping), and the member for Enfield (Mr.
Jennings) back in their places hale and
‘hearty. ’ .

Mr. Acting Speaker, I find that His
Excellency’s Speech is a most interesting and
revealing document. The most stiiking deduc-
tion, whieh is erystal clear, 'is that we have
attained a balanced economy. That, Sir, is
made abundantly evident when we consider
‘that having passed through ‘the worst season
'in' the history of this State there has not been
the great reccssion or widespread unemploy-
ment that would have been the case had this
disastrous season befallen us, say, 10 or 12
years ago.” The fact that we have achieved
- this ‘balanced economy has given us a stability
.that this State never enjoyed prior to the

encouragement of industry to come to South
Australia. This resulted from the initiative
and drive of the Government in ensuring that
we did not have all our eggs in one basket
and that we had an economy with the two sec-
tors—primary and secondary—complementary
one to the other. This collectively ensured to
us the ability to maintain the economic
seeurity and the welfare of the whole State
through the benefit arising from a diversified
economy that was not totally dependent on
one section of production.

When one realizes how drastic has been the
reduction in production during the last season
—with wheat production falling to 10,000,000
bushels from an average of 25,000,000 bushels,
the barley ecrop reduced from 35,000,000
bushels in the previous harvest to a board
intake of 7,500,000 bushels, the oat crop
reduced from 18,000,000 bushels to 2,000,000
bushels, and the amount of hay cut reduced
to 115,000 tomns, or half the normal amount—
one could well expect the decreased spending
power in the community through these
decreased volumes of production to have a
major impact on the general retail trade and
commerce of thig State, but we have found
that the retail figures in January and
February of this year have been higher than
those of the previous year, and the highest
ever, which is quite amazing. I have that
information from a valid authority.

Mr. Lawn—How do you account for that?

Mr. LAUCKE—Because of the balanced
economy, the strength we have arrived at
through having many interests, primary and
secondary, and the good husbanding of
resources by the farmer, both in the matter
of fodder and in monetary savings, to with-
stand a storm such as arose in this case.

Mr. Lawn—If there is less
power prices shouldn’t rise.

Mr. LAUCKE—I am not referring to

purchasing

prices rising, but to the volume of retail

business which was higher than for the same
months in the previous year. There is no

-definite impaet on the retail trade in the State

generally following on the bad year. Having

indicated what the impact of the adverse

season has been on production, I stress that
the returns from the various items of produc-
tion, as low as they were, still constituted a

magnificient achievement by farmers. The
effective rainfall we had was indeed put
‘to good wuse. I can discern the hand

of the Agriculture Department, which through
its research branches, extension officers and
80 on, gives to a receptive farming community
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the benefits of research, and which enabled
farmers to make the most effective use of
the meagre rains which fell last season. I find in
my activities in country areas that the work
of the department is appreciated by the rural
community., Bureau meetings are held regu-
larly, and are well attended by all types of
primary producers, who are keen to hear the
latest approach to any line of production. The
primary producer is prepared to make good use
of all that he hears at the meetings, and the
information he gets from the extension officers
who go to his farm investigating the troubles
he is experiencing. The ability of the farmers
and assistance from the department enabled
the production volume of last season to be
achieved in spite of the low rainfall.

The ability to maintain produetion, although -

we have come back in sheep population from
15,000,000 to 12,500,000, is due in no small
measure to our water reticulation schemes.
Take, for instance, the Morgan-Whyalla pipe-
line, which en route serves a large area. Pro-
vided there is a given amount of feed avail-
able, water is the determining factor as to
whether stock can be maintained. In provid-
ing water reticulation systems there is the
ability to produce rural wealth. We can main-
tain present sheep numbers largely because of
the availability of water in a large area. Rural
economy is of vital importanece to the State,
as it is to Australia. It is rather disconeerting
to note that over the past 10 years Australia
imported more than she exported, to the tune
of £1,100,000,000. Were it not for an inflow
of capital investments of £1,200,000,000 from
overseas we would have been down the drain
in our overseas reserves that enable us to
finance purchases vital to our development.

When it is noted that South Australia has
consistently returned favourable credit bal-
ances in overseas trading, averaging between
£50,000,000 and £60,000,000 a year, two things
suggest themselves. Omne is that this State has
achieved wonderful results in rural produetion
gencrally, and the other is that the writing
may be on the wall that, as our population
increases, the State ultimately will find itself in
the position of having to keep most of its pro-
duetion for its own requirements instead of
having surpluses for export. Tastern States
have not been able to return favourable bal-
anees over the years and one wonders whether
the writing is on the wall that in this State we
shall eventnally have the same position and be
unable to earn sufficient overseas funds by sales
to enable us to purchase the essentials for the
maintenanee of our stability and to further

progress. We cannot expeet to have the flow
of eapital into Australia that we have had in
recent years: we must earn overseas reserves.
In the past, primary production has been a
great factor in our earning overseas credits
but in the last 10 years there has been a terri-
fic growth of secondary industries in South
Australia. Whilst there is still the same pro-
duction for export to provide overseas reserves,
very little of the secondary industry output
provides it. About 85 per cent of the overseas
balances comes from our primary produetion.
Secondary industry should have to export a
certain portion of its manufacture. Unless we
have assistance in earning overseas reserves
through our secondary industries I cannot see
how we can hope generally speaking to con-
tinue to be a prosperous nation.

Mr Dunnage—Could we expand our primary
industries?

Mr. LAUCKE—Yes, but we must expand the
field for disposing of our secondary industry
manufactures. That is a greater worry to us
than our primary produetion. It is high time
that we were more enthusiastic about
our sales promotions on overseas markets
and did more through Government and pri-
vate industry channels in order to ensure that
we took advantage of every possible opening on
those markets. I have no doubt that nations
and States are the same as individuals when
it ecomes to business. We must get off our seats
and go out to sell in order to be progressive.
Although we have a rising appreciation of the
need to go out for markets we must further
accelerate that activity, without which I ecan
see troubles looming up because of our inability
to pay for the things we need for our way of
life and to properly develop our economy.

Mr. Dunnage—Are we subsidizing our secon-
dary industry exports?

Mr. LAUCKE—To a degree we subsidize
many of our manufaeturers through tariff
protections. Generally speaking, I do not
like subsidies if they can be at all
avoided, and I deplore the faet that some
countries sell lines of production uneconomically
by subsidizing them, so adversely affecting
some of our primary production lines. I am
loath to refer to anything that requires more
money, because of the stringent conditions in
this State arising from the adverse season that
has resulted in a cost of £1,250,000 for pump-
ing water, increased costs- arising from wage
adjustments and reduced- railway and harbour
revenues, but I am compelled to mention—while
there is still time to provide for them—the
lack of recreational areas and open spaces ‘in
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thig State. The National Fitness Council of

South "Australia in 1954 inquired into what

was the minimum requirement for recreational

areas, and decided that 124 acres was necessary

for each 1,000 people, That figure is the same

as that decided on by the Melbourne town

planning organization. The 124 acres recom-
ended is made up of:—

Acres per

1,000 people.

Fleldsports.... - |

Children’s playgrounds P

Parks, gardens and reserves ..

Golf courses .. ..

Additional for horseracmg, bowls,
archery, foreshore development,.
shooting, cycling, and stadia for
indoor games .. .. .. P §

= o

The population of Adelmde s metropohtan area
increased by 70,000 from 1954 to 1958 and
therefore, based on the accepted standard,
Adelaide should, in that time, have secured an
additional 875 acres of recreational space, but
in faet it acquired only 143 acres. Based on
the estimated population in 1973 the area
required would be 12,089 acres, and 316 acres
would need to be acquired each year. In faet,
over each of the four years from 1954 to 1958
only 36 acres was acquired. Current acquisi-
tions are therefore 280 acres behind the esti-
mated actual needs in 1973.

I have already stated that I do not wish to
suggest additional expense knowing as 1 do
that fundamental works are crying out for
cash, but I believe that we can become too
materialistic. ='We may forgo for the time
being that which we feel we should have, but
we afterwards feel sorry for not acquiring it
at a time when the need obviously existed and
could be satisfied. Each year the demand for
land in the metropolitan area increases and
ideal sites are subdivided. Houses are being
erected on smaller allotments and people are
being pushed together without enough space
for outdoor recreation. People living in con-
fined spaces must be enabled to get into the
open ‘spaces where they can healthfully enjoy
nature and actively participate in sport.
Natural scrubland, within a reasonable distance
of Adelaide, is becoming scarce and it is essen-
tinl that the State have natural Australian
scrubland with natural’ fauna for our own
pleasure and for the pleasure of tourists.

Last year I referred to a section of land, 17
miles from Adelaide and ideally situated with
the South Para Reservoir as a background.
This typical Australian bushland country with
kangaroos, opossums, parakeets and other
varieties of birds, is ideally situated for a
Sunday afternoon’s rambling. - I hope that

-much on parks and reserves.

money may be found to purchase land like
that and to ensure the provision of adequate
playing grounds for our -children’s children.
This is an important matter because, as the
years go by, materialism runs riot, whereas
pleasure in the very humble things is what
really matters. Recreational facilities give
happiness and pleasure and develop character.
Of my old school friends I have found that
those who were good sports grew into good
men and were able to take the knocks of life.
This State must have adequate playing fields
and space for this and future generations. -

Mr. Riches—That applies to the country
as well as to the city.

Mr. LAUCKE—Yes. Natural reserves should
be kept for the future of our people.
I was grateful to the Premier when he
agreed last year to facilitate the purchase
of land by counecils for recreational pur-
poses. It was agreed that the Government
would subsidize councils on a pound-for-pound
basis where land approved and valued by the
Government was purchased. Although that was
a good offer, it could be used only in few cases
because of the lump sum required of the coun-
cil in the first place. A typical case is that of
the Tea Tree Gully District Council, which
desires to acquire open land in the Tea Tree
Gully-Modbury-Highbury area, which I have the
honour to represent. The council has muny
demands made on its revenue and cannot spend
I ask the Gov-
ernment to consider lending the money required
for such purchases and to allow a long-term
period for repayment. I offer that as a con-
structive criticism because it -would enable
councils to purchase the land they consider
necessary for this purpose.

Magnificent work is being done by the
Electricity Trust. The provision of water,
power and roads is basic to the welfare and
contentment of eountry people and to industry

in the country. The rapidity with which the

trust is supplying power to the rural areas,
with the single-wire earth return system, is
indeed good to see, 8,000 being added each
year to the number of consumers of the
trust, with a cost to the consumer within an
economic bound—much cheaper than the -
three-phase system we bhad for years before
the implementation of this system.

May I refer with pleasure to the 10 per cent
reduction made in rural tariff charges. This
will assist farmers at a time when costs are
rising against the farmers left, right and
centre. It is good that the trust can see fit
to reduce the tariff rates for a certain purpose
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to those eonsumers. T hail that announcement
happily as a move towards offsetting the
rising tide of costs against the primary pro-
ducer, who cannot pass on his inereased costs;
he must aecept overseas prices for his goods.

Much has been achieved in our road pro-
gramme over recent years and great foresight
is being showu in the approach to road-
making in South Australia. I have in mind at
the moment the magnificent two-lane highway
on the Main North Road. What a boon this
is to those in the north! Great eredit is due
to the Minister, his engineers and workmen,
It is good to see, too, the amount of heavy
equipment being used in road construction by
the department. ‘‘To move mountains’’ is an
old saying, and it seems that mountains are
being moved now by using these huge modern
machines that are doing a wonderful job,
ensuring to our road traffic generally safe
highways over many miles. I am pleased to
note that over the last three years £4,500,000
has been made available to district councils
for road construction and maintenance, and
that a further £1,000,000 has been made
available to them for capital equipment. I
hope an ever-increasing amount will be
alloeated to district councils because I feel
that at the hands of councils one receives
good value for money. Where maintenance of
highways can be handed over to the loeal
couneils, I should like to see more of that
maintenance work delegated to them if they
have the necessary equipment. The Highways
Department has gangs and camps in various
parts of the State and, although I consider
that good policy, I should like to see further
delegation of work by the department to the
district councils.

I now refer to the efficacy of the traffic
islands at main road junctions in country
areas. There are two in my electorate, on the
Main North Road at Gawler Belt and Daveyston,
I have seen mno evidence of an accident at
those points, although they are particularly
busy traffic locations. Traffic islands there
are excellent and I should like to see more
of them wused as our highway programme
proceeds. I refer also to the retention of
trees along the Main North Road in the
centre strip, north of Pooraka, where some
gums were left by the department when build-
ing this new road and are now a feature of
it. When the Adwertiser scheme is added to
what has heen left of natural tree growth,
we shall indeed have in the Main North Road
a thing of beauty. I hope that councils
throughout the State will follow the fine lead

of the Advertiser in encouraging and facilita-
ting tree-planting along our highways.

Travelling on country roads as I do, I am
concerned’ to note the number of fatal aeci-
dents that occur through motor ears running
info the rear of lorries and trailers. It seems
that the trailer is of 'such a height as to
allow the bonnet of a motor car to get under
the tray and, consequently, decapitation is
inevitable. Attention should be given to the
provision of some system of bumper bars behind
trucks and trailers that would prevent -a motor
car from diving underneath. .

Deputations have referred to the urgent need
of water in the Tea Tree Gully, Highbury,
Modbury, and Golden Grove areas., The sub-
division that has gone on apace in that distriet
is compact and will lend itself admirably to the
provision of essential services—water and
power. I point out that since 1952, when sub-
division started, the Tea Tree Gully ward has
had 2,106 allotments, and the Torrens ward, in
the same council, has had 2,040 allotments, which
means that there are 4,146 allotments for which
final plans have been made. Sinece January
this year, plans have been approved to sub-
divide 800 acres at Modbury, which will provide
for about 3,000 allotments. All this housing
potential will fly along when we have an ade-
quate water supply in that -district. I am
grateful to the Minister for the expedition
with whiech he is endeavouring to have the
pipeline from Mannum to Adelaide completed,
as a major water scheme is basie to a major
reticulation scheme for the distriet. As those
areas are near to Adelaide and are compact
for the purpose of supplying essential utilities,
T hope that a water scheme for the whole of
the area will be provided for in next year’s
Estimates.

Another matter is civilian land settlement. I
have the honour to have in my electorate Rose-
worthy College from which graduate with a
diploma excellent farmers, qualified young chaps
who know farming, in many cases with a back-
ground of farming on their parents’ land and
with further experience and knowledge gained
at Roseworthy., Often the high cost of land
and the high capital cost involved to establish
a farm prohibit these desirable young men from
becoming farmers. I should like to see an
approach by the State Government to the
Federal Government for more assistance to
sponsor a ecivilian settlement scheme which
would take into account particularly the quali-
ties of the prospective farmers, ineluding their
characters and their ability, especially when
they were not in a position to supply security
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to a bank. I have in mind areas amounting to
more than 1,000,000 acres in the South-East
which with certain treatment eould produce
excellent pastures, and which could be allotted
to young men who could become farmers, but
are prevented from doing so now because often
their fathers ecannot supply the necessary capi-
tal. We find that some of the best type of men
are not able to enter this industry because of
their inability to get a farm of their own, I
have much pleasure in supporting the motion.

Mr. HUGHES (Wallaroo)—I support the
motion and in doing so commend the mover and
the seconder for their contributions to the
debate, This is the third oceasion I have
heard a member move the motion and without
reflecting on the previous two I should say that
the member for Albert really excelled himself.
The effort put into research must have cost him
much time. It was the type of speech that
one could term thought-provoking. I join with
previous speakers in expressing regret at the
death of Mr. George Hambour. No member
had taken a more active part in discussions
on our legislation than the late member, and
I pay a tribute to a man whom T consider gave
sterling service to the State. Irrespective of
Party politics, one cannot live, move and have
his being from day to day with his fellow
men without gaining some affection for them,
and that is how 1 felt about the late M.
Hambour. When he was speaking of the late
Mr. Don Mic¢hael, Mr. Hambour said:—

I hope that when I am no longer the mem-

ber for Light I shall be held in the same high
regard as he was at his retirement.
The widespread representation at the funeral
of our former member left no doubt -in our
minds that he was held in the same high res-
peet as his predecessor. I pay a tribute to
the excellent work. done by Sir Robert and
Lady George during their stay among us as
representatives of Her Majesty the Queen.
Their visit to the Wallaroo district last October
will always be remembered, because of their
kind and understanding attitude to a district
which has seen better days. I take this
opportunity to congratulate the Minister of
Lands, Sir Cecil Hincks, on the knighthood
conferred upon him and I trust that he and
Lady Hincks will live many years to share this
high honor.

I was very pleased to hear Mr. Laucke men-
tion that something should be done regarding
heavy transports and that some form of bumper
bar should be compulsory to be placed at the
rear of such ‘vehicles in order to prevent so
many ' tragic -accidents happening. Paragraph

15 of the
states:—

The total estimated expenditure on road
improvement and maintenance during the cur-
rent year is £9,500,000,

In view of the many tragic accidents on our
main roads I suggest that the Government seri-
ously consider allocating a sum each year to
provide for a long-range programme to build
check points to enable road transports to pul}
off the road when they meet trouble or the
driver is engaged in checking his load. As
it is today, the driver of a heavy tramsport
when in trouble or when checking his load
is loath to leave the bitumen, especially at
night if it is wet, for fear of becoming
bogged. With many roads built up as they
are, it is impossible for the driver to take the
vehicle off the road, with the result that he
stops on the left-hand side. This may be all
right during the day-time, although even then
it ean be dangerous. Only recently I passed
a heavy vehicle within half a mile of Two Wells
which had stopped on the bitumen and the
driver was standing on the road hauling upon
a rope. If that rope had become chafed on
the jonrney, when the driver placed a strain
on it it could have easily broken and he could
have fallen in the path of an oncoming ear.
It could have meant the loss of life or perhaps
a. permanent mental injury to the driver of the
car, 1 understand that my predecessor, the
late Mr. Heath, for whom the whole district of
Wallaroo mourned, met his end because he
collided with a heavy vehicle stopped on the
side of the road.

Lieutenant-Governor’s Speech

Only a few weeks ago a young couple in the
bloom of life who were returning from their
honeymoon to live at Paskeville met a similar
fate. Recently a man and his wife were called
to Adelaide late at night to be at the bedside
of a sick person who had only a short time to
live and on the way down there loomed up a
heavy transport still on the bitumen road with-
out even a light burning. Had the motorist
not been in such a hurry he would have stopped
and taken the number of the vehicle and
reported it to the police. I am not advocating

‘anything elaborate in the establishment of by-

passes, because I know that scmeone would
say that vehicles could give trouble anywhere
along a road. However, I feel confident that
once drivers learn that check points are avail-
able they will do everything within their
power to reach such points, This matter was
brought before the Minister of Roads some
time ago, but it was then felt that the onus
was on the driver of the vehicle to take every
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care and drive at a speed, especially at night,
that would provide reasonable safety to other
road users.

Another point made by the Minister was
that it would cost an enormous sum of money
which could be used to better advantage in
building more roads in the interests of the
State as a whole. I agree with this up to a

point, but it is our responsibility in the
interests of all road wusers to adopt
every possible method of road safety

to prevent loss of life. In building these
check points we would be assisting the progress
of the State: firstly, by continuing to allow
road transport to travel at night; secondly, by
giving peace of mind to transport drivers, who
would know they had a haven to which they
could run and give complete safety to others;
and thirdly, by partly removing a road hazard
wwhieh, if left unchecked, will continue to grow
as the State grows.

Mr. Nankivell—You mean by providing
‘parking bays?

Mr. HUGHES—That is the correct name;
I thank the honourable member. In paragraph
19 His Excellency said:—

‘While the number of teacher trainees is
increasing the department is still labouring
under staff shortages.

I thought that the public was told that by the
year 1960-61 the Education Department would
have met staff shortages, but apparently it
has not met them. More than once I have
heard sharp criticism levelled against those in
anthority because the department is sadly
lacking in administration. The bungling that
has been going on with the transfer of teachers
leaves me with no alternative but to agree.
I should have thought that in such an old
department as the Education Department the
administration would have been such that, in
the interim between closing schools in the old
year and opening them in the new year, head-
masters and head teachers would have received
notice of transfer and simple arrangements
would have been made so that every school
would have had a headmaster or head teacher
present on the opening day of the sechool year.
That is mnot so, however, and when these
teachers are not present not only is the school
concerned disrupted but other schools are also
affected. This must ultimately be reflected
-in the number of students caught up in bad
“administration.

I think that every member will agree that
when children start at the beginning of a
school year with a certain teacher they have
settled down to his ways at the end of the

‘to overcome staff shortages.

month. If that teacher is then transferred and
a complete stranger takes over, the normal
activities of the classroom must be seriously
disrupted. The former head teacher of the
Moonta Mines school received notice of trans-
fer on the eve of the 1960 school year and
this left the school without a head teacher.
The senior teacher from Wallaroo school was
asked te go there and consented to do so;
this left Wallaroo school without a senior
teacher. After this arrangement had operated
for about a month a man was appointed to the
Moonta Mines school and the Wallaroo teacher
returned to his own school. On the arrival
of the head teacher to the Moonta Mines
school, a lady teacher was transferred and
another was appointed in her place. Surely the
House can gsee that the non-appointment of the
head teacher to the Moonta Mines school at
the beginning of the year disrupted the normal
activities of five schools.

I think that the department will be labour-
ing under a shortage of teachers for years to
come, even though, as reported in the paper
last Monday week, 230 more students are
training to be teachers compared with last
year, because young teachers are not encour-
aged to speak highly of the department. I
have a reason for saying these things. On
investigating what I considered bad adminis-
tration I found that the man whom I have
referred to and who lelped the department
out of its difficulties did not receive a penny
over his normal salary as he was returned
to his own school two days short of the time
entitling him to an inerease in salary. If ever a
regulation needed amending, this one does!
The teacher to whom I am referring does not
even know of my interest in the matter but
if this type of regulation is allowed to con-
tinue I do not know how the department hopes
When this sort
of thing gets around, brilliant young people
who are deciding what type of career to follow
will be lost to the teaching profession.

The 1960 school year had been going only a
few weeks when the headmaster at Wallaroo
received notice of his transfer to Whyalla to
take place in the May holidays. This will

‘mean a serious disruption of the normal activi-

ties of several schools, as the headmaster’s wife
is also a teacher at Wallaroo. The lack of
vision on the part of those responsible is most
disturbing and in the interests of a rising

"generation I hope that the Minister, for whom

I have the utmost regard, will take strong
measures to prevent so many transfers from tak-

“ing place after the beginning of a normal school
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year. Other members can speak for their own
districts but I am most anxious that the
ehildren in my distriet receive the maximum
-education possible. As there is little prospect
of their being employed in the distriet, it is
necessary for them to be fitted to match them-
selves against their eity brothers and sisters,
beeause it will be necessary for them to come
to the city to gain employment. I have no
fault to find with the teachers (I have spoken
highly of them more than once); but I
strongly object to what I consider to be unnec-
essary transfers throughout the year. In para-
graph 17 His Excellency said:—

During the year 1959 the rate of inerease in
employment in South Australian industries was
much higher than that in any other State.

I only wish those figures applied to the whole
of the State and not to the metropolitan area.
I was not present in the House last Wednesday
when the member for Gouger (Mr. Hall) made
his confribution to this debate, but I read the
report of it in the following day’s ddwvertiser
which quoted the honourable member as saying
that country towns were not decaying, but
flourishing,
Mr. Hall—So they are.

Mr. HUGHES—I thought that was a typieal
statement of a person who had never taken
the trouble to do a little checking outside
his own electorate. The honourable member
quoted figures concerning new homes built in
the distriet of Light, but apparently he either
did not take the trouble to find out the type
of people occupying those homes or thought it
inadvisable to bring that point before the
House. I assure him that those homes were not
built to house additional workers. Small
country towns like Owen in the honourable
member’s district might, of course, be flourish-
ing, but the honourable member should take a
broader view and look at other country towns.
I invite him to come to the Wallaroo district
and examine the trend of population and
employment, and then, I think, he would feel
compelled to withdraw his statement.

Mr. Hall—What about the Housing Trust
building there?

Mr. HUGHES—If any honourable member
closely examines the population figures for the
Wallaroo district he will find that there has been
very little fluctuation there, Members of the
Government will gay, ‘‘How do you account for
that after repeatedly stating in' the House that
hundreds of people have left the district?’’
‘During the last few years hundreds of
.able-bodied men, women snd children have
left the Wallaroo distriet. I assufe the

member for Gouger that those people are
still leaving, not because they want to leave,
but because of the employment position.
They have no option but to leave, and in
making this move to the ecity some will
be in debt for the rest of their lives. They
may own g npice, tidy little home in the
distriet, but when they endeavour to sell they
find that they can get only a very small price
for it, and they come to Adelaide and have
to pay £3,000 to £3,500 for a home and will be
in debt for the rest of their lives. The
number of electors on the rolls in my district
remains fairly static, because people over 65
years of age are eoming to live in the distriet.
Those people come to live in our towns because
they can purchase a cheap home, and, apart
from that, it is & very nice place in which to
live. We welcome those people and try to
make them happy as they tread the western
way of life. We have no objection to their
coming into the district, but what community
wants to lose the cream of its young and
middle-aged families? Shame on the Govern-
ment for allowing this state of affairs to
continue!

In 1958 I was told in this House that I was
writing my distriet down by telling the House
the true position, and that I was using wrong
tactics. I am the type of person that is
always ready to listen to another’s viewpoint,
and I thought on that afternoon, and for
some time after, that perhaps I was wrong.
However, the same position continues. For
two years I have worked steadily, hoping
that the Government would do something to
stop this drift to the ecity, but it still goes
on, with the result that the towns of Wallaroo,
Moonta and Kadina—particularly the first two
——are becoming what we call ‘‘old folks’
homes.”” We are losing the younger working
population of my district. We have been told
more than onee that the Government believes
in a policy of decentralization, yet districts
like Wallaroo are allowed to go unnoticed.
We have been told that industries will net
establish themselves int the country because
they cannot compete with those in the eity
where all goods are bought and sold at eity
prices, but I do not think that is true. We
have a clothing factory at Wallaroo which
started in a small way, and under good man-
agement and with loyal serviee from its
employees it has grown from a handful of
employees until today it is a huidred strong,
employirrg mostly young girls., The assistance
received from the Government was negligible.
The old Walaroo hospital building is owned
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by the Government and let to the company.
Surely the Government is able to encourage a
similar . industry or factory to set up in
business in such large country towns as those
I represent.

Mr. Hall—-What do you
‘‘encourage’’?

Mr. HUGHES—Encourage them by offering
something in the way of freight concessions
or that type of thing. T think that the
Government could do something in that
respect. I point out, for the benefit of the
honourable member, that indirect assistance
is given industry in the city by providing
public facilities. This same point was raised
in this House by the member for Whyalla
(Mr. Loveday) only last year and, antiei-
pating the honourable member’s attitude, I
purposely looked up the reference in Hansard.
The member for Whyalla said:—

It hag been suggested many times in this
House that industries cannot be induced to go
to the country because it is not an economic
proposition for them to go there and that it
would be wrong to give them some sort of
subsidy or economic assistance whereby they
might establish themselves in country towns,
but it seems to be overlooked that we are in
effect subsidizing indirectly most of the big
industries in this c¢ity since we are running
so many public facilities at an inereasing loss,
publie facilities without which these industries
could not exist. Because we have to run
these public facilities, we are in effect subsi-
dizing private industry, which is congregating
around one point in this State. The larger
the city becomes the greater the problem to
provide all these services—transport, schools,
sewerage and so forth. The problems are all
increasing as the city spreads outwards, We
are subsidizing industry in this way, and that
is accepted; yet, when we discuss the question
of endeavouring to decentralize industry, we
are told it is not economic to do so because
it means some special form of assistance to
induce industry to go out to the country. It
would be hard to analyse the exact amount
that this assistance represents, but one has
only to glanece over these many facilities the
Government has to provide in order to realize
that the assistance given indirectly to private
industry smounts to a great sum each year,
assistance without which private industry could
not function.

I think that answers the honourable member’s
question.

mean by

Recently 300 to 400 people from Kadina and
Wallaroo—and many of those people were
staunch Government supporters until recently—
met in the Wallaroo town hall to consider means
of alleviating the present unemployment in the
district. Invitations were sent to the four
Liberal members who represent my district in
another place. Although we have been told
that they support a policy of decentralization
of people and industry not even one of them
came to the meeting to discuss the problem.
One did not have the decency to acknowledge
his invitation. Surely ome of the four could
have been present. Senator Hannaford
accepted his invitation, and he was the only
man with Liberal ideas on the platform that
night. He said that it disturbed him to see
an empty wharf, that he thought Wallaroo and
district was a go-ahead place, and that it was
distressing that there were 200 men unemployed
at Wallaroo. e also said that he could not see
why the power alcohol building could not be
used as an abattoirs, and that he did not think
the bad position existing in the Wallaroo dis-
trict could be attributed to one bad year.
What affects Wallaroo affects Kadina and
Moonta.

At the meeting the Mayor of Kadina said
that Wallaroo had all the potentialities of a
port and that he was astounded at the incon-
sistency in the State Government’s attitude
towards decentralization. In 1958 the average
weekly wage of a waterfront worker at Wal-
laroo was £22 8s. 6d. In.1959 it was £18 7s. 9d.,
but in 1960, up to March 24 when the meeting
was held, it was down to £7 10s, These figures
were quoted from the platform by the Mayor
of Wallaroo. It can be seen that Wallaroo
district should have some of this more balanced
economy that we hear so much about. I sup-
port the motion, but suggest that it is up to
the Government to do something about what I
have said.

Mrs. STEELE secured the adjournment of
the debate. . '

ADJOURNMENT.,
At 5.22 pm. the House adjourned until
Wednesday, April 27, at 2 p.m.




