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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, Jtuly J;m J};ﬂy Jém-
0 0 0 0
Tuesday, August 14, 1951. Dec., June, Dec., June,
) . Years. 1949. 1950. 1950. 1951.
The SPEAKER (Hon. Sir Robert Nicholls) Upto 10 .. 3 4 3 2
took the Chair at 2 p.m. and read prayers. 10 to 19 .. 5 . —. 6
20 to 29 .. 11 4 1 S12
CLERK ASSISTANT. 30 to 39 .. — 2 1 2
The SPEAKER—I have to inform the 40 to 49 .. — - — 2
House that, i rdance with Standin 20 to 59 .. 1. — - —
use that, in aeco e wi g Over 60 .. — 1 o .
Order No. 31, I have appointed Mr. A. F. R.
Dodd to act as Clerk Assistant and Sergeant- Totals .. 20 11 "5 24

at-Arms during the temporary absence on duty
of Mr. I. J. Ball, Clerk Assistant and Sergeant-
at-Arms.

POLIOMYELITIS.

Mr. O’HALLORAN—Has the Minister of
Lands, as Minister in charge of the House in
the absence of the Premier, any information
to give following on questions I previously
put to the Premier suggesting the co-ordination
of research activities in an effort to find
means of preventing the spread of the polio-
myelitis epidemic that has been raging in
South Australia for about two years?

The Hon. C. 8. HINCKS—I have reeceived
the following report from the Director-General
of Public Health:—

Effective co-ordination of research activities
exists in Australia at present largely through
the National Health and Medical Research
Council, and its various special committees.
Experts in the several fields in the research
institutes and universities of the Australian
cities confer at frequent intervals on the
problems with their work.

Mr. FRANK WALSH-—Has the Minister
of Lands obtained a reply to the question I
asked on August 2 about Dr. Hendrickson’s
treatment of poliomyelitis$

The Hon. C. 8. HINCKS—I have obtained
the following report from the Director-General
of - Public Health:—

Dr. D. B. Hendrickson, of Glenelg, recently
interviewed the chairman of the State Advisory
Committee on Poliomyelitis and elaborated
his ideas on various aspects of poliomyelitis.
The chairman advised that a preliminary report
should be prepared and submitted for publi-
cation in the Medical Jouwrnal of Australia.
By that means the matter would receive the
attention of doctors throughout Australia
and evaluation of the suggestions might be
effectively arrived at. The -chairman also
advised Dr. Hendrickson to discuss the matter
with scientists at the University and other
institutions. When Dr. Hendrickson takes the
opportunity to elarify his suggestions, and
especially to publish them, it will be possible
to assess this value in treatment. There has
been no special incidence of deaths—the 30-40
age group—as this table indicates:—

Y

BUILDING CONTRACTORS.

Mr. PATTINSON—During the past five
years about 15 builders and contractors have
been adjudicated bankrupt in this State, and
in almost every instance a substantial number
of their creditors have been young married
or engaged couples, including a large number
of young ex-servicemen, who have paid
builders and contractors substantial sums as
deposits on building contracts in expectation
of having dwellings built for them. Most
of the houses have been only partly com-
pleted and in many c¢ases no building what-
soever has been done, and these young people
have lost the whole of their savings because,
in practically every omne of the 15 cases of
which I am aware, these builders and econ-
tractors have shown huge deficiencies. In
one case last year a bankrupt builder and
contractor obtained about £2,500 from eight
depositors and no work whatsoever was done
on any of the eight contracts. He showed a
very large deficiency and the young people will
lose practically the whole of their "deposits.
In another case this year a bankrupt builder
and contractor received nearly £20,000 from
about 35 home seekers, and the buildings in
respect of a large number of the contracts
have not been started. This man shows a
huge deficiency and many of the 35 people
will lose all their deposits. As the Minister
of Lands is aware, in 1949 there was an
amendment to the Building Materials Aect
requiring the payment of these deposits, in -
anticipation of building commencing, into a
joint account in the name of the builder and
the depositor. Many people do not seem to
be aware of the provision, and in those cases
where they have been made aware of it the
builder has sometimes talked them out of it,
saying that it does not apply in his particular
case. There have been a few prosecutions
for breaches of the provision, but the builders
pay the fines out of the deposits, so they are
no worse off, and they are impoverishing the
home seeker further. Will the Minister
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examine the Western Australian Registration
of Builders Act passed in 1939, which requires
any builder engaging in a contract of £800
or more to be & registered builder, and no
local governing body is allowed to pass a
building permit unless the contract is to be
carried out by a registered builder? Failing
that, will the' Minister consider, when we
are anending the Building Materials Act this
session, substituting the penalty of imprison-
ment for fines for breaches of the Act?

The Hon. C. 8. HINCKS—Unfortunately the

position set out by the honourable member

is true. It is regrettable that, although much
publicity was given to the matter, that posi-
tion still exists. I hope great publicity will
be given again by the press and others to
this position with a view to remedying it.
I will take up with my colleagues the pomts
mentioned by the honourable member to see
if something can be done to improve the
position.

MOUNT PLEASANT-ANGASTON ROAD.

Mr. TEUSNER—Has the Minister of Works
any further information in answer to my ques-
tion of August 2 regarding the inclusion of the
Mount Pleasant-Angaston Road in the Govern-
ment’s post-war road construetion programine,
and can he say whether that work will be
proceeded with at an early date?

The Hon. M. McINTOSH—As I indieated
prevmusly, the Commissioner of Highways and
I have discussed a number of roads which are
to be changed from ordinary surface to sealed
roads. Thers has beén some delay in providing
crushed stone for this work. Although certain
road programmes are in arrears owing to the
particularly wet winter and the demands made
by ‘roads which carry heavier traffic, the Com-
tnissioner of Highways has informed me that
he hopes to be able to proceed with the
bituminous coating of this road during the
eafrying out of the 1951-52 programme; pre-
ferably before the summer, ‘

LOADING OF WHEAT.

Mr. McALEES—A fortnight ago I asked a
question regarding certain ships leaving Wal-
laroo and later picking up salt at Port Ade-
laide which could have been loaded at Wallaroo.
T understand that this week between 3,000 and
5,000 tons of wheat is being taken from Paske-
ville to Port Adelaide, where it is being loaded
for shipment. Can the Minister of Lands say
why that wheat was mnot loaded at Wallaroo,
a port much nearer Paskeville?

[ASSEMBT.Y.]

The Hon. C. 8. HINCKS—It could be due
to one of two reasons. Firstly, I believe that
recently the port of Wallaroo has been very
busy shipping wheat and may not have been
able to handle this cargo. Secondly, it may
have been that the wheat was urgently
required in Port Adelaide and it was neces-
sary to get it down with all possible speed. I
will obtain & report and let the honourable
member have it.

PORT PIRIE BRICK SUPPLY.
Mr. DAVIS—Has the Minister representing
the Premier a reply to my reeent question
regarding the Port Pirie brick supply?

The Hon. C. 8. HINCKS—The following
information has been supplied by the Dlrector
of Building Materials:—

Inqulrles have been made and it has been
adcertained that the contractor in question
tecently constructed a brick kiln of his own
and ‘is now producing approximately 11 ,000
to 12,000 burnt bricks a week. When 1t was
known that he intended to make burnt bricks,
the leading hand at the Port Pirie Brick Works
contacted him requesting employment at the
new works and was subsequently engaged.
Other than the manager, this leading hand was
the only skilled man at the Port Pirie Brick
Works and his departure added to their labour
difficulties. The Port Pirie Brick Works is
owned by Brick Manufacturers Limited, an
association of various manufacturers in Ade
laide, with Mr. Tom Hallett as managing
director. The Adelaide management decided
that 48 Mr. O’Loughlin was manufacturing his
own bricks he should no longer be supphed
with bricks from the old works. So far as is
known, bricks from the Port Pirie Brick Works
are still being supplied to individual housing
jobs, but the contractor prohibited from supply
is the blggest builder in Port Pirie, so that
group schemes for war service homes and
Housing Trust may be jeopardized. There is
power under the Building Materials Aect to
diteet supplies of building bricks to a par-
ticular contractor, and I am having further
inquiries made to ‘ascertain whether this action
should be recommended.

DAMAGE BY ELECTRICITY TRUST
EMPLOYEES.

Mr. HEASLIP—Over the week-end I
received complaints from landholders in the
vicinity of the power line being erected between
Port Augusta and Port Pirie to the effect
that Eleetricity Trust lorries were travelling
over properties durmg wet weather, becoming
stuck and leaving tracks which may lead to
erosion. To enter the properties the men some-
times ignore the gates and if it suits them
eut the fences and leave them open. On one
occasion a thousand sheep passed from one
man’s property to andther’s and were boxed
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with the neighbour’s sheep. Although I realize
the necessity of the power line I do not think
the practice of cutting femees to which I
référred is necessary. Will the Minister have
an investigation made into this matter?

The Hon. M. McINTOSH—Assuming that
the honourable member has been correctly
informed, it seems inconceivable that men
would dare to take upon themselves the right
to cut fences and enter other people’s property
and thus cause their sheep to be boxed. I will
have an investigation made and if the honour-
able member will let me know the properties
involved I will see that, as far as the Govern-
ment is concerned, there will not be any
recurrence of the practice.

COOL DRINK PRICES.

Mr. FRED WALSH—Last Thursday the
Prices Commissioner published in the Govern-
ment Gazette a list, under various headings, of
prices covering the sale of cool drinks. I have
no quarrel with the prices fixed, but my atten-
tion was drawn last Saturday to the fact that
in some parts of the metropolitan area certain
drinks bemg sold as fruit drinks are not fruit
drinks. Last Saturday I noticed on the flat
enclosure of the racecourse that a drink was
being sold at 7d., whereas in my opinion it was
covered by the schedule issued by the Prices
Commissioner as a draught drink at 5d. Its
basis is syrup and it is artificially coloured
and flavoured. The syrup is made by manu-
facturing grocers at practically no cost and
sold in half-gallon and ome-gallon jars. All
that is added in the sale to the customer is
water or soda water. Will the Government
refer the question of overcharging for cool
drinks by vendors to the Prices Department
with a view to prosecution where breaches are
detected ?

The Hon. C. 8. HINCKS—From what the
honourable member has said there appears to
be a breach of the Aect. If he will give me
the name of the vendors of those drinks I
will have an investigation made and obtain a
report for him.

OUTPUT OF MARGARINE.

Mr. DUNKS—In 1939 the Government
introduced the Margarine Aet at a time when
the price of butterfat was very low and butter
was very plentiful in South Australia. The
price of butterfat is fairly high today and
butter is scarce., Will the Government consider
altering the Aect so that table margarine may
be available to the people for home ecooking
and to those who would be satisfied to use it
on the table during the butter shortage?

Questions and Answers.

The Hon. Sir GEORGE JENKINS—The
Government considered this matter but decided,
at ahy rate for the present that it is not pre-
pared to introduce a Bill to amend the Act as
suggested. The dairying 1ndust1y is going
through a difficult period. It is being shot at
by many people and under the eircumstances it
would be very unwise to further unsettle the
industry by the introduction of legislation of
this nature.

SUPERPHOSPHATES SUPPLIES.

Mi, FLETCHER—Has the Minister of Agri-
culture a reply to the question I asked on
July 31 with reference to superphosphate sup-
pliés for soldier settlers in my district?

The Hon. Sir GEORGE JENKINS—This
matter was first raised by the member for Vie-
toria and the Premier promiséd fo investigats
the posmon Following the honorable mem-
ber’s later question I took it up with the
Premier ’s department as it already had the
matter in hand, but I have not received a
report. I will make further inquiries and let
the honourable member know in due course.

HILLS ROAD TRAFFIC.

Mr. SHANNON—Since my question on
August 7 with reference to the control of
heavy vehicles on the Mt. Barker road an acei-
dent oceurred which fortuna,tely did not result
in any casualities. However, it is obvious that
there will be further and possibly fatal acci-
dents on thig road duée to the congestion ereated
by foad hauliers. Can the Minister of Loeal
Government say whether the Highways Commis-
sioner has yet reached a decision regarding
this urgent matter? .

The Hon. M. MeINTOSH—I conferred
further with the Highways Commissioner and
took several steps in other directions but I
think that the matter will probably have to be
de#it with when we are considering the whole
problem of our traffic regulations in relation to
thé repoit of the Transport Commission. In
the meantime the Commissioner of Highways
has reported upon the honourable member’s
question as follows:—

The regulation of traffic is not included
among the powers of the Comimissioner of
Highways, but is dealt with under the Road
Traffic Act. This empowers the Commissioner
of Police to

‘‘give such reasonable directions .
as are necessary for the safe and efficient
regulation of traffie.’’

I understand that during November, 1950,
the Commissioner of Police examined a pro-
posal—similar to that now suggested by Mr.
Shannon—but from the information he
obtained, did not recommend its adoption. As
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regards congestion, the prohibition of inter-
state haulage vehicles only would involve some
difficult legal complications, and I do not think
it would produee the benefit expected. A large
proportion of this class of traffic travels out-
side the hours enumerated. On the other hand,
to prohibit all heavy vehicles would affect both
service buses and lorries registered in South
-Australia. As regards alternative routes, there
are available from Crafers to the G.P.O.:—

(@) The Greenhill Road, which is two miles

longer, and

(b) the Belair road, which

longer. ‘

However, on both these routes the curves are
more numerous and sharper, and the construe-
tion much lighter, rendering them unsuitable
for heavy semi-trailer traffic. They are avail-
able for, and in faet are largely used, by
drivers of cars wishing to avoid the econgestion
during peak hours. Some additional control
of traffic may become desirable but this is a
matter of policy and as previously mentioned
could be implemented under section 60 of the
Road Traffic Aect or by special regulation
under section 61 of the Road Traffic Act.

The whole matter is under eonsideration by
the Government. I appreciate members’ sug-
gestions, all of which will be considered when
dealing with the type of legislation to be sub-

mitted to the House.

The Hon. 8. W. JEFFRIES—Members who
represent people who travel much along the
hills road are continually receiving complaints
about the dangerous nature of the traffic. Will
the Government treat the matter as very urgent
and have a decision made within the next
fortnight? i

The Hon, M. McINTOSH—No, that would
be impossible. We have no legislative authority
to do it and if we framed a regulation it
would doubtless be challenged immediately and
considerable time taken up in discussion.

The Hon. 8. W. Jeffries—Will you put a
regulation into force immediately? :

The Hon. M. MecINTOSH—T will not under-
take to do that. We have given the matter
urgent consideration from two points of view
—the damage to the hills road itself and the
irrevocable damage to the road beyond the
hills, I travel the hills road frequently and
do not think that the danger is very great. I
think more accidents happen on the open high-
way than on the dangerous curves on the hills
road, where people exercise more care. Many
accidents occur on the highway mear Border-
town, where the road is straight. We must
consider not one particular section but the
whole road; what is a reasonable road and
what is a reasonable length. A Standards Com-
mittee recently sat in Adelaide on traffic mat-
ters and its report will have to be taken into

is 4% miles

consideration. Risk is another point to be
considered and much publicity has been given
to the lack of transport. We ean manage all
that is offering in South Australia, but other
States are carting a lot of essential goods at
present, and if we eliminate interstate road
transport we shall probably do much harm to
our own industries. Many people registered in
New South Wales and Victoria drive diesel
trucks, and except for a few pounds a load,
the Government does not get any revenue from
them. The Government is treating the matter
as urgently as circumstances will permit, but it
would be almost impossible, so far as inter-
state traffic is concerned, to arbitrarily eclose
down a system that has been working for
years, :

SECONDHAND MOTOR CARS SALES.

Mr. STOTT—Can the Minister of Lands say
if Cabinet has considered the question of price
control.of secondhand motor ears, and whether
the matter has been listed for consideration
at the forthcoming prices -conference in
Melbourne?

The Hon. C. S. HINCKS—Cabinet has not
congidered the reyuesl and I cannot say
whether it will be dealt with at the forthcom-
ing conference.

DAVENPORT NORTH SCHOOL. )
"Mr. RICHES—T was informed by the Minis-
ter of Works on July 31 that a report had been
called for from the distriect inspector about
transport for children from Davenport North
school into Port Aungusta and that the lowest
tender received represented 10s. a day for
each child. I know that lower tenders than
that were received before the reply was given.
I have repeatedly inquired from the distriet
inspector and find that until today he has not
received any request from the department to
report on the-transportation of those children,
who have been without education for months.
Will the Minister treat this matter as urgent
and obtain a report at the earliest possible
date?

The Hon. M. McINTOSH—Not being in
charge of the Education Department I natur-
ally do not know anything of the alleged facts.
It is inconceivable that the department would
send a false report to the Minister of Educa-
tion. The honourable member says that lower
tenders than the one mentioned were received.
He cannot know that unless he knows, of his
own knowledge, that they were in the hands of
the department itself.

Mr. Riches—I submitted one!
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The Hon. M. McINTOSH—In view of the
circumstances and accusations implied in the
honourable member’s question I will ask my
colleague to make inquiries and will bring
down a report.

MANNAHILL PASTORAL LEASES.

Mr. O’HALLORAN—Can the Minister of
Lands say whether an area which was closed
in the Mannahill district upon the expiration of
the leases about scven years ago is lo be
offered for allotment or kept for a permanent
soil conservation reserve¢ The area was closed
to see how it would affect regeneration of
natural growth. I understand that some
recent investigations were made as to its
future use.

The Hon. C. S. HINCKS—I took up the
matter with the chairman of the Pastoral
Board and have received the following report
from him:—

The Pastoral Board has been in touch with
the Director of Agriculture and discussed the
question of the land being used for experi-
mental purposes by the Department of Agri-
culture. Dr. Callaghan asked that the matter
be held in abeyance to give him an oppor-
tunity of inspecting the area at some con-
venient time. I got in touch with Dr. Calla-
ghan, and he advised that the Minister of
Agriculture is arranging to discuss the mat-
ter with Mr. McGilp (member of the Pastoral
Board), who is fully conversant with the area.

STIRLING BUS TRANSPORT.

Mr. DUNKS—AIlthough the Municipal Tram-
ways Trust has control over buses which run
within a 10-mile radius of the metropolitan
area, can the Minister of Works say under
what franchise or licence buses are allowed to
run along Mount Barker road to Stirling?

The Hon. M. McINTOSH—As far as my
memory extends I think the buses are under
the control of the Tramways Trust, but T will
make inquiries and if the position is otherwise
I will inform the honourable member imme-
diately, I know that within a 10-mile limit
all bus transport must operate under franchise
of .the Tramways Trust.

BEDFORD PARK HOSPITAL.

Mr. FRANK WALSH—A full-time superin-
tendent, although not a resident officer, was
recently appointed at Bedford Park Hospital.
On several occasions I have mentioned the
desirableness of continuing the farm at Bed-
ford Park to grow fodder and keep stock.
Will the Minister of Agriculture see if the
services of the chief inspector in the Depart-
ment of Agriculture can be made available to

the medical superintendent at Bedford Park
on the possibility of continuing farm work at
the hospital?

The Hon. Sir GEORGE JENKINS~The
administration of the Bedford Park Hospital
comes under the Minister of Health, and any
communication from an officer of his depart-
ment must go through that Minister. Con-
sequently, if there is a desire on the part
of the farm manager or anyone else to get
certain works done they should apply through
the Minister. I can assure the honourable
member that any approach made to me by
the Minister of Health for assistance from
the Department of Agriculture will be sympa.-
thetically received.

Mr. FRANK WALSH—Can the Minister of
Lands indicate whether Dr. Woodruff, Director
of Tuberculosis, has recommended the build-
ing of a new hospital or inereased accommoda-
tion at Bedford Park Hospital?

The Hon. C. 8. HINCKS—I will take up
the question with the Minister of Health and
bring down a report for the honourable
member.

CREAM SUPPLIES.

Mr. FRANK WALSH—I notice that in
the Government Gazette of last Thursday the
Metropolitan Milk Board was granted further
powers under its Act. Page 295 of the Gazette
refers to the supply of city cream, and says
that the cream must be of a smooth, even
texture and be in accordance with certain
standards. Some retail shops in Adelaide sell
cream for spreading purposes; others sell a
liquid type of cream more like milk, where a
spoon is used. Will the Minister of Agrieul-
ture ascertain whether the additional power
given to the board means that purchasers of
raw cream will be guaranteed cream of a
smooth, even texture and not a liquid which is
more like milk?

The Hon. Sir GEORGE JENKINS—I will
submit the matter to the chairman of the
Metropolitan Milk Board and bring down a
report.

PREMIERE OF FILM ‘‘KANGAROO.”’

Mr. RICHES—In the north of the State
we were more than a little interested at the
beginning of the year in the production of the
film ‘‘Kangarco’’ and naturally we are
interested in the faet that it is to be shown
shortly in theatres. Will the Minister of-
Lands confer with the Premier and ask if it
would be possible for the world premiere of
the film ‘‘Kangaroo’’ to take place in South
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Australia and if p0551ble, concurrently at Port
Augusta and Adelaide? Tt is thought that the
Premier may be able to have discussions along
these lines whilst in Ameriea. '

The Hon. C. 8. HINCKS—I know that the
Premier has made representations to the com-
pany which produced the film with a view to
the premlere being held in this State, T take
it that it would be in Adelaide, but as the
honourable member would like it to take place
also at Port Augusta I will take up the matter
with the Premier.

CATTLE COMPENSATION FUND.

Mr. Whit'tle for Mr. MICHAEL (on
notice)—

1. What amount was held in the Cattle Com-
pensation Fund on June 30, 1951¢%

2. What amount of income was received
during the year ended June 30, 19519

3. What amount of compensation was paid
during the same period?

The Hon. Sir GEORGE JENKINS—The
replies are:—

1. £48,098 0s. 5d.

2. £14,548 14s. 10d.

" 3. £5,658 5s. 3d.

KUITPO COLONY.

Mr. FLETCHER (on notice)—

1. How many offenders were committed to
the Kuitpe Colony for the year ended June 30,
1951¢

2. How many offenders under the Offenders
Probation Act committed to Kuitpo Colony
absconded from that colony for year ended
June 30, 19511¢

3. Are any reductions in offenders’ sentences
allowed for good eonduct or good work?

4. Does the Government of South Australia
assist this institution by a grant of £600 per
\ear?

5. Are a.ny 1nspect10ns made to aseertain
the conditions under which those placed there
‘are living?

6. Is the living standard comparable with
the standard at the Kyeema Prison Farm?

7. Is the Kuitpo Colony an undenominational
institution?

8. Are‘.i‘epresentatlves of the various reli-
gious denominations granted entry to attend
the spiritual needs of the inmates?

The Hon. C. 8. Hmcks for the Hon. T.
PLAYFORD—-The replies are:—

1. There is no power to eommit offenders to
Kuitpo Colony. TUnder the Offenders Probatlon
Act courts have power to release a convicted

person upon his enterlng into a recognizance, '

a.nd one condition that may be J.mposed is

w1th respect to residence.’” For the year
ended June 30, 1951, of the persoms who were
released under that Aect, six were dlrected to
reside at Kuitpo Colony.

2. Seven of the persons directed to so reside
absconded during the year. -

3. There is no sentence, the period is not
varied on account of good conduct.

4. Yes, and by weekly sustenance payments
of 25s. for each person received under court
direction.

5. The manager of Kuitpo Colony Incor-
porated advises:— ‘

An officer of the Audit Department visited
the colony recently, that in" February last a
number of ministers of religion inspected same,
that the committee frequently carry out inspec-
tién, and that the ecolony is open to anyone
upon gapplieation to the manager.

6. No comparison is available with Kyeema.
At Kuitpo—Food: Three regular meals a day
are supplied, two of these meals are always
hot and sometimes hot dishes are ineluded in
the third, Meat, vegetables, eggs, milk, and
fruit are included in the diet. A cup of coffee
is supphed at 10 a.m, and 3 pm. Accom-
modation: The men sleep in huts, never more
than two to a room, with single beds, mat-
tresses, and five blankets. Conveniences: Eleec-
tric light is installed in all buildings; bath-
rooms with hot water, and two lavatories which
have septic system.

7. Yes.

8. Yes, upon application to the manager, the
representative of any religious denomination
will be welcomed at any time,

MINISTER OF HOUSING.

Mr. MOIR (on notice)—

1. Does the Treasurer consider that it is
within the capacity of the Housing Trust to
cope with the increasing numbers of applica-
tions for—(a@) houses; (b) flats; and (¢,
cottages for old-age couples?

2. Is it the intention of the Government to
take the necessary steps for the appointment of
a Minister for Housing to direct the trust’s
activities?

The Hon. C. S8, Hincks for the Hon. T.
PLAYFORD—The replies are:—

1. (a), (b), and (c) The number of houses
complefed by the Housing Trust is increasing
from year to year. During the last three
finaneial years the trust has completed 1,252,
1, 790 and 3,057 dwellings respectwely, whilst it
may be expected that durmg the current finan-
cial year the number will exceed 4,000, It is
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not the intention of the enabling legislation Section.  A—Groceries.—Sago and seed
that the trust should undertake to provide tapioca; raisins, seeded; currants, loose, 2

for all the housing needs of the State and it
would be a most undesirable state of affairs
if a person in need of housing could only
obtain a house through the trust.

-The trust only disposes of about 30 per
centum of the ordinary local building materials
and it is obviously highly desirable that the
greater part of the local materials should be
reserved for the very mportant work of
bu1ldmg apart from the trust’s programme. If
the trust were to use more of the local mater-
ials it follows that others would get less. How-
ever, ‘the trust is doing a great deal of
building. by using materials drawn from out-
side sourcés. Diiring the last financial year
the trust imported overseas materials to the
value of over £200 000. In addmon, it has
contracts for approx1mately 4,000 imported
Rouses, many of which are now reaching the
State. These importations have aided the
State’s house production considerably.

2. No. The amount of house building which
can be carried out is obviously limited by the
materlals and labour available. To appoint

* a Minister to direct the trust’s activities would
not increase these supplies of materials or
labour.

PASTORAL HOLDINGS.
Mr. RICHES (on notice)—
1. What are the names of pastoral holdings
in. excess of 50 square miles miles in area$
2. What is the area of each such holding?
3. Who are the owners or lessees of these
holdings?

The Hon. C. 8. HINCKS—There are a
great number of pastoral holdings in excess
of 50 square miles, It is suggested that if the
honourable member requires any information
regarding any particular holding, this infor-
mation will be supplied.

PRICE CONTROL.

Mr. RICHES (on notice)—

1. What goods and services included in the
€¢Q?? series cost of living index are not sub-
ject to price control?

2. What goods and services ineluded in the
€60’ geries cost of living index are subject
to partial price control?

The Hon. C. S. Hincks for the Hon. T.
PLAYFORD—The replies are:—

1. Goods and services included in the ‘“C’’
series ‘cost of living index not subjeet to
price eomtrol:

crown; apricots, dried, loose, 2 erown; onions,
brown,

Section B—Dairy Produce.—Bacon—rashers,
best middle.

‘Bection C—Meat.—Pork. ]

Section E—Men’s Clothmg —Braces.

Section F—Women’s Clothing.—Hat, fur
felt (Australian); hat, straw; gloves, fabrie
(unless made or part1a11y made from wool);
gloves, nappa.

Section G—Boys’ (103 years) Clothing.—
Braces; eap, skull, cloth (other than made or
partially made from wool).

Section H~—@irls? (7 years) Clothing.—Hat,
straw. . '

Section J—Boys’ (3% years) Clothing.—Hat,
cloth (other than made or partially made from
wool).

Section L—Household Utensils.—Cup and
saucer (stome china); plate, dinner (stone
china); jug, quart (earthenware); teapot,
brown ware (2 pint); tumbler (802) bucket,
galvanized (1lin.); dipper, galva,mzed (2
quart) ; broom, millet; broom, hair, complete
(12in.) ; brush, scrubbing (10in.) ; mop, polish-
ing, complete; knife, table (stainless); spoon,
tea; spoon, dessert; fork, table; globe, elee-

tric light (gas filled); iron, electric (full
size).

Section ~N—Other Miscellaneous.—Union
dues; lodge dues; recreation.

2. 'Goods and services included in the ‘¢C’’
series eost of living index subject to partial
price control:

Section B—Dairy Produce.—Eggs, standard,
new laid; wholesale prices—S.A. Egg Board;
retail prices—S.A. Prices Department. Milk,
fresh, in sealed bottles or not bottled: metro-
politan area—Metropolitan Milk Board; coun-
try areas—S.A. Prices Department. -

Section C—Meat.—Beef and mutton not so
far as it concerns livestock prices.

Section N—Other Miscellaneous.—Medicines
(proprietaries and ethicals other than insulin
and medical gases of all kinds are excluded
from control). Newspapers (daily only con-
trolled). School requisites (primary school
text books, school exercise books, and the like
only controlled).

LAND FOR CLOSER SETTLEMENT.

Mr. Frank Walsh for Mr. McKENZIE (on
notice)—Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to approach owners of large areas of
land suitable for closer settlement and ascer-
tain—(a) what areas are available for pur-
chase; (&) the price; and (¢) the amount of
rates and taxes paya.ble thereon at the present
txme?

The Hon. C. 8. HINCKS—This has always
been the policy of the Government, and the
Government has officers making investigations
in various parts of the State, namely, the
South- East and Yorke Pemnsula at the present
time.
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The SPEAKER—T remind members that in
the remaining part of this debate the Loan
Estimates will not come within the scope of
the discussion. Standing Orders were sus-
pended specifically for the consideration of
the Loan Estimates, which may be dealt with
only in Committee. What has been already
said on the Loan Estimates in Committee may
not be replied to in the House, under Stand-
ing Orders. .

Mr. WHITTLE (Prospect)—I support the
motion. I rejoice with His Excellency, mem-
bers of this House, and, I am sure, all South
Australians that the health of His Majesty
the King will permit of his projected visit to
Australia with Her Majesty the Queen and
Her Royal Highness Princess Margaret. I
am sure South Australians will make the most
of this opportunity to express their loyalty to
the Royal Family and to the British Empire.
Although the state of His Majesty’s health
will not permit him to examine fully the whole
of this State’s resources, I believe that His
Excellency the Governor, one of the most well-
informed King’s representatives who has ever
governed South Australia, as a result of his
State-wide travel and numerous contacts with
peoples of all classes in all parts of the State,
-will be able to inform His Majesty fully on
South Australian resources and industries.

I congratulate thé mover of the motion, a
member who, I am sure, will worthily repre-
sent and uphold the prestige of a very
important section of the .State. Many members
have spoken in this debate on the inflationary
tendencies of the present times. These do
not apply only to South Australia but are
world-wide. I must admit that I have no
solution. Speakers opposite have advanced
the theory that if price control had been
retained by the Commonwealth Government our
economic position would be on a better basis.
They consider that the States have fallen
down on their job. It is a problem which
reminds one of the old story about the egg

and the chicken as to which came first—high"

wages or higher prices? Our economic posi-
tion is linked up with the world inerease in
the price of raw materials. At least two hon-
ourable members have, to their own satisfae-
tion, evidently solved the problem by suggest-
ing that there should be a payment of the

¢

equivalent of all price rises, based on the
added cost of production, to be met by Gov-
ernment subsidies through the wholesale
expangion of bank credit. I give them credit
for being sincere, but am sorry I cannot see
eye to eye with them. IXf what they said were
true, it would be the easiest way out of our
troubles omne could imagine. However, 1
believe a little more sweat and tears are neces-
sary before we can overcome the present infla-
tionary tendency. ‘

Throughout the world there i1s a great desire
among people to attain a higher standard of
living. Surely those in the more civilized coun-
tries cannot deny the millions in Asia an
improvement in their standard of living? No
doubt they will demand and are entitled to
higher prices for their products .and their
labour. This in itself is one of the causes why
price rises here are so potent. Consider jute.
goods produeed in India. The price of corn-
sacks, sugar bags and similar goods has
increased by about 500 per cent during the
last few years, and the impact on the price
of goods packed in them has been tremendous.
If the price of these jute goods were subsi-
dized, as has been suggested, there would be
added costs to the community. )

Mr. Quirke—Who will shed the tears and who
will do the sweating you speak of?

Mr. WHITTLE—I am mnot suggesting that
the majority of workers in Australia are not
sweating; they are doing a very good job,
but some of our union leaders are to blame
for a lack of a fair return for wages paid
to workers. The sooner the will of the people,
as expressed at the last Commonwealth elec-
tion, is given effect to the better. They
decided in no uncertain terms that the Com-
monwealth Government should be given power
to control Communism, particularly in the
wmajor unions. I am surprised that members
opposite are not backing the Government in
that resolve. At the referendum to be held
next month I believe and hope that our friends
opposite will get a runde shock when they
realize that most Australians are behind 'the
Commonwealth Government’s rtesolve to oust
this menace which tries to undermine our
industrial movement. Communism in Aus-
tralia is doomed to failure. I do not endorse
remarks by some members on this side that
workers generally are not giving a fair return
for their wages. Many of the old school are
still keen on their job and look upon work
not only as a means of earning money but as
a vocation. A question asked today by the
member for Ridley brings to mind whether or
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not State control of prices has been effective.
One of the first things the States did when
they acquired the power to control prices was
to delete those clauses which were mnot effec-
tive.

Mr. Fred Walsh—The Commonwealth Gov-
ernment found it possible to exercise powers
under those clauses.

Mr. WHITTLE—There were many under-
hand practices. The member for Ridley asked
whether price control would be re-instated on
secondhand motor cars. One cannot imagine
a greater racket than existed when the prices
of secondhand motor cars were controlled.

Mr. Fred Walsh—You are not implying
that there is mo racket now?

‘Mr. WHITTLE—There is no control over
their price now.

Mr. Fred Walsh—And everybody knows it.

Mr. Shannon—There is plenty of competi-
tion, too. Just read the advertisements!

Mr. WHITTLE—The control on the price
of secondhand motor ears was so difficult to
administer that it became a farce. The same
thing, to a lesser extent, applied to price con-
trol on houses.

"Mr. Hutchens—Do you 'say there was an
extensive racket in secondhand motor cars
under price control?

Mr. WHITTLE—I know there was, and the
honourable member does, too. It was rampant.
Many underhand dealings oceurred in the sale
of secondhand houses, but probably not to the
same extent as with secondhand motor cars.
With the eontrol on properties now lifted the
whole thing is fair and above board. We know
that people are paying much more for houses

than  their true value, but they are
doing it with their eyes open. Previ-
ously it was done wunder the lap and
the State was not getting what it was

entitled to on transfer fees. Associated with
price control is the precarious position of the
dairying industry in this State. On the open-
ing day of this session the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition made an impassioned appeal on
behalf of South Australian dairy farmers. I
wish it were possible to get him to make the
same impassioned appeal to the Premier of
New South Wales that he might bring com-
monsense to bear on the future of the dairying
industry.

Mr. Fred Walsh—Why hasn’t the Common-
wealth Government honoured its promise$

Mr. WHITTLE—It has been paying a sub-
sidy to the industry and offered a further sub-
sidy, but -it considers the States should do
something in the matter. The Premier of

.nothing else.

New South Wales is only playing polities,
He has made up his mind that
State control of prices is a failure and is
determined that it shall fail. It is a terrible
thing that sueh an essential industry as dairy-
ing should be placed in a precarious position by
the whims of ome man. I hope a solution of
the problem will be found soon. I noticed
that the Prime Minister of New Zealand in his
policy speech suggested that the price of
butter in New Zealand should be reduced by
4d. I think the price of butter in New
Zealand is 3s. a lb. sterling.. The eorrespond-
ing value in Australia would be 3s. 9d. It is
clear that a drop in price of 4d. a lb. would
not be very serious to dairy farmers in New
Zealand. That would bring the price back to
8s. 5d. on Australian values, whereas the price
here, even with the Commonwealth subsidy,
does not come up to that figure.

Mr. Quirke—The price here is 1s. 1d., plus
the Government subsidy, making the wholesale
price 2s. 2d.

Mr. WHITTLE—The subsidy is made up on
the butterfat. The Commonwealth provides a
subsidy of 1s. 1d., but the price does not work
out exactly as the honourable member suggests.
If the selling price was increased by 8d. a
1. and the Commonwealth Government sub-
sidy by 33d. or 4d. a 1b,, the producer and con-
sumer in Australia would be on a parity with
those in New Zealand. I hope that Com-
monwealth Government investigations will
result in something being evolved to give more
stability to the price structure in Australia.
However, as world prices of exportable goods
in all countries have greatly increased there
does not seem much chance of the general
price level being lowered for a considerable
time. Paragraph 6 of the Governor’s Speech
clearly sets out the position. It states:—

The control of prices has at all times
received careful consideration. Most of the
factors determining price levels are not within
the control of any Government; but so far as
prices can be controlled by Governmental aetlon
suecess has been achieved.

1t goes on to say that the prices in South
Australia are relatively lower than in other
States and, in Australia generally lower than
in other parts of the world. The control of
prices by the States rather than by the Com-
monwealth Government has many advantages.
In May last I visited New South Wales and
stayed at a private home. I wastherefore able
to gain a better impression of the life of the
people than had T stayed at an hotel. I found
that in the suburbs of Sydney it was praeti-
cally impossible to purchase common salt; it
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had not been seen in the large chain stores for:

weeks, and housewrves were forced to use
English salt, Whlch is of lower value for
domestic purposes and costs three times as
much, even allowing for the carriage of South
Australian salt to New South Wales by road.
It seemed to me that this was due to the faet
that the New South Wales Prices Department
had not awakened to the faet that it was neces-
sary to cover the added ecost of tramsport in
the price of Australian salt by increasing
their local selling price. Paragraph 8 refers
to the extensions of the electricity ser-
vices in country areas. The Government has
always contended that the best way to bring
about the desired decentralization of industry
is to give outlying parts of the State amenities
commensurate with those enjoyed in the metro-
politan area, and this policy is being pursued
vigorously by the trust. The provision of water
supplies is another essential step in this diree-
tion, and the Minister of Works has from time
to time stated that in South Australia a bigger
percentage of the population enjoy a reticu-
lated service than in any part of the world;
about 90 per eent. When the works now in
hand and projected are completed, such as the
extension of the trunk main on Yorke Penin-
sula, the percentage of our population enjoying
an assured water supply will be still greater.

We are happily blessed this year with a
bountiful rainfall and the two main.reservoirs
supplying the metropolitan area are full and
running over. Although not wishing to chastlze
the Government T do _express great regret that
it has not been able to build more dams like
Mount Bold reservoir on the Onkaparinga
catchment and, to a lesser extent, on the River
Torrens. Sufficient water is running to waste
from Mount Bold to fill another reservoir three
or four times over.

The Hon. M. MeIntosh—Every man and

every bit of material is being used somewhere. °

Mr. WHITTLE—I am aware of that, but I

do feel that had the Government persevered'

in the endeavour to comstruet another dam on
the Onkaparinga River it would not have been
neeessary to bring Murray River water to

Adelaide for some time, and my view is sup-

ported by engineers of no mean merit. I know
full well that at some time in the future it
would have become necessary, but it is a great
pity to see th1s huge volume of -water, of infi-

nitely better quality than Murray River water

could ever -be, running to waste.. I congider
our. Tajlways to be the best in the Common—
wealth o

Mr. Fletcher—What about the South-Eastt

Mr. WHITTLE—The South-Eastern d1v1s1on
is in a sta.te of ﬂux much the same as our
roads were just before the introduction of
bitumen. They became very bad before they
were improved, and I have no doubt that, when
the broadening of the gauge is completed and
better rollingstock is introduced, the South-
Eastern services will be comparable with those
in other parts of the State. I recently had
the pleasure of travelling to and from
Melbourne in one of our much-praised and very
ﬁne twmette cars. Three American couples
were in ‘the same car and one of the gentlemen,
who seemed to have eonsrderable knowledge of
ra11ways, assured the conductor and myself that
he had seen nothmg to equal our twinettes any-
where in America. Our railway authorities are
to be congratulated on a fine job which will
brmg credlt and patronmage to the railways,
The a.GtIVItleS of the Housing Trust are often
cntlclze(l not so much in.Parliament as out-
side, but I agree with most members that the
trust’s officials and its contractors are doing
a good job under difficult circumstances. The
people of South Australia ought to be very
tlrankful that this scheme was inaugurated just
when it was, about the year 1938. No-one
could then have contemplated its present mag-
nitude.

Mr. Teusner—Was not the scheme the ideu
of a member of this House?

Mr. WHITTLE—I think the suggestion
came from Mr. Hogben, then a member for the
district of Sturt, and it is gratifying to think
the he is still very active in the administration
of the affairs of this fine organization. Para-
graph 30 of the Governor’s Speech states that
a Bill will be introduced for the extension and
amendment of the legislation relating to con-
trol of rents and evictions. I trust that there
will be some revision of the schedule on which
rents are based and that when landlords appeal
for higher rentals the whole matter will be
viewed in a more realistic manner. I have had
cases brought under my notice where tenants
have realized that the rent charged is alto-
gether too low.. They were prepared to pay
an additional 5s. a week, but when the land-
lord applied to the Housing Trust for a higher
rental; it fixed 6d. a week extra.

Mr. Pattinson—How does that measure up
with. the trust’s administration?

Mr. WHITTLE-—IL am talking about rent
control, which today is not realistic. During
the whole period of the trust’s administration
the percentage of rent increase has totalled
about 4.9. i
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The Hon. 8. W. Jeffries—The trust has
increaged its own rentals. k
© Mr. WHITTLE—T have every sympathy for
' tenants, who naturally do not want to pay more
rent than is necegsary, but at the same time
there is something to be said for landlords who
rely on rents for a living. These are not normal
times, in faet, the-reverse is the case, and the
Housing Trust should realize that there are
two sides to the question. The schedule on
which house rents are fixed should be reviewed.
I have particular interest in one or two mat-
ters which vitally affect my district. Para-
graph 12 states that plans and designs for the
building of a new plant to take the place of
the Islington Sewage Farm have been prepared
and the project, estimated to cost £5,000,000,
is to be referred to the Public Works Commit-
tee. Obviously an undertaking of fhat mag-
nitude will be before the committee for a
long time. The scheme, if put into effect,
will g‘ﬁ?e‘ a great impetus to development
in the northern suburban area and the sooner
it is undertaken the better. Great advan-
tage would acerue, not only from the point
of view of removing something in the nature
of a menace, but in providing a large area
of land .for industrial development There is
a great shortage of land for industrial uses
in the metropolitan area and I trust that the
Government will consider the question of
reserving a large part of the sewage farm for
industrial operations.  Several large Housing
Trust settlements are in the immediate vicinity.

The member for Semaphore referred to co-
ordination of our ambulance services. This is
an important phase of community work and I
hope that the Government, as a result of
inquiries made, will co-operate in this most
necessary work. I trust that the volunteer
service rendered during night and week-end
shifts, which provides such execellent training
for our- young men, will not be discarded.
TUnder our national compulsory training scheme
many young men will have to render service
which, in some respects, is similar to ambu-
lance work. It is a publie service which -does
an immense amount of good, as well as saving
costs. . Extracts from a text book supplied
to young army reeruits were published in the
Advertiser of June 28, They dealt with the
Army’s advice on liquor to 18v-year olds and
stated:—

Stick to your guns ; don’t drink if you have
not had ‘a drink before.
advice to 18-year olds called up for national
service training. The Army’s mnew booklet
for trainees called, “‘Welcome to your Army,”’

That is the Army’s
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says, ‘‘If you haven’t had a drink ,yp to
date keep your good record up. You re not
missing mueh.’’

The article alsg says that if young men heed
hlS advice they will be heal’chler, wealthler and
wiser,

The Hon. 8. W. Jeffries—Why does the
Army ‘supply liquor?

Mr. WHITTLE—IL do not know that the
Army does. The article continues:—

To those aeccustomed to having a drink the
Army urges  moderation. ~ National service-
men will not be -allowed to purchase drink,
or have liquor in their possession while in
camp.

If the honmpurable member’s statement is
correct thrs is a contradietion. T was pleased
to see publicity given to the matter as we do
not get enough of that kind of advice these
days. It appears to be the view of gome
people that a . youth cannot be a man unless
has a drink. I was pleased to read the extracts
setting out the Army’s advice to our young
men. In paragraph 28 the Governor stated
that a Bill dealing with compensation rates to
workers and other matter would be brought
down. The steady increase in prices during
the past few years has made it necessary for
the Government to review certain payments
prescribed by Statute. IHis Excellency’s state-
ment is in line with the views I have repeatedly
put before the House. Rates of compensa-
tion payable for injuries or death were fixed
by Parliament in the early days of indus-
trial advance and it behoves Parliament to
review them from time to time. I have
always adopted that principle and have given
expression to it, I have also taken definite
action in the matter. I was more than dis-
gusted when in January last I read an article
in the official organ of the Australian Labor
Party which condemned me in every respect
for having introduced an amendment to the
Workmen’s Compensation Aect last session.
According to the paper the article was
written by Mr. C. D. Hutchens, member
for Hindmarsh. ~The article stated that - the
Bill, the amendments and the whole set-up was
pre-arranged. It also stated that the measure
was designed as an obstacle to block Labor
from ' introducing a Bill. Mr. Hutchens’
remarks were untrue. He said:—

When the Liberal and Country League mem-
ber for Prospect, E. G. Whittle, pretends to
serve the workers, let the Workmen s Com-
pensatwn Bill he introduced in the 1950
session of Parliament bé a warning. The
introduction of the Bill was a trick. - It was
from the start a Government measure and I




316. Address in Reply.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Address in Reply.

was never concerned about securing the passage
of the Bill to the extent of arranging for a
private member to see it through.

I attribute many of his statements to the
honourable member’s lack of knowledge of
what is required of a member of Parliament.
Unlike Mr. Hutehens and others associated
with the Labor Party, a member on this side
of the House can do and say what he likes.
There is not the slightest doubt about my
remarks. We are responsible to only one body
of people—the constituents in our own dis-
triet.

Mr. O’Halloran—You are responsible to one
man and you know it.

Mr. WHITTLE—I refute that. The prin-
ciple is laid down in +the Liberal and
Country League platform. Not one mem-
ber behind the Government knew that
I intended to introduce the Bill. I did
so because my integrity was challenged the
previous year. I wanted to get the meas-
ure passed beeause it provided a just entitle-
ment to the workers. It hurt me considerably
to see a new member, who did not understand
all these things, rushing into print and making
his views public. He said it was a purposeful
betrayal of the workers. I am here to do
the best I can for them. I do not always see
eye to eye with those who say how the inter-
ests of the workers should be maintained;
there are some conditions of workmen’s com-
pensation whieh I would not have at any price.
I wrote to the honourable member and
challenged him to debate on a publie platform
his statements appearing in the Weekly Herald.
I offered to engage the Prospeet Town Hall
and suggested as chairman of the meeting
one of the representatives of the Legislative
Council Central Distriet No. 1.

Mr. Dunks—When is it coming off?¢

Mr. WHITTLE—It will not ecome off,
because the honourable member would not
accept the challenge. Some friends of mine
heard that I wanted to apologize, because they
were told so by the local branch of the Labor
Party. I do mnot apologize for getting
men £8 instead of £6 a week. I was proud
when the Bill went through. Possibly some
members do not know that I had some anxious
moments about getting the Bill handled in the
Legislative Council. Finally T had to go cap
in hand to the Chief Secretary who was not
entirely in favour of all clauses in the Bill.
For over a month the measure was before
that House. I had to decide whether I
would aceept it after it had been econsidered
and amended there. I may have been wrong

in accepting it, but I do not think I was.
Fourteen out of 18 thought it was a fair
compromise and I feel certain that if I had
referred it back to the Counecil it would still -
be there undecided. I did not knmow any-
thing about the amendment until I read
the -Hansard report. To say that I was
instructed by the Government to accept the
amendment is sheer mnonsense. It is quite
wrong to say that I had to accept it beecause
the Premier whistled and instruected me to do
so. The challenge to debate is still on and
if the same set of cireumstances arose tomor-
row I would do exactly the same thing. Mr.
Hutchens smiles, but -if that is to be the
procedure adopted by him whilst he repre-
sents Hindmarsh in this place I shall not give
much eredence to the good opinion others may
hold of him.

I support the remarks made by members on
this side about the excellent work of the Gov-
ernment. The Leader of the Opposition said
the Government was doing a good job because
it was carrying out Labor’s poliey, but that
statement should be accepted with a grain of
salt. He also spoke about remarks on socialism
made by Mr. Pearson during the Flinders elee-
tion campaign.

Mr. O’Halloran—I referred to the pubhcxty
given on his behalf by your Party.

Mr. WHITTLE—There is a vast difference
between general socialization of industry and
the taking over of the Adelaide Electric Supply
Company. I have always favoured the acqui-
sition of ‘public services.

Mr. Quirke—What about the Gas Company?

Mr. WHITTLE—That
coneern.

is a purely local

Mr. Quirke—It is a company similar to the
Adelaide Eleetric Supply Company. i

Mr. WHITTLE~—I thought the honourable
member would have more semse than to say
that the taking over of the Gas Company
would be of the same national importanee
as the taking over of the Adelaide Electrie
Supply Company. I have pleasure in support-
ing the motion.

Mr. MOIR (Norwood)—I congratulate the
mover and seconder of the motion on their fine
speeches. Mr. Pearson showed that he is used
to public speaking, because he was not at all
nervous. As usual, Mr. Dunnage was in .good
humour and had a shot at Ministers and inter-
jectors. We expect that sort of thing from
him. He always lets Minister know what he
wants for his distriet. I was pleased to receive
an invitation from the Lord Mayor of Adelaide
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to attend the réception tendered to the Lord
Mayor and Lady Mayoress of London. It was
a wonderful sight and worth going a long way
to see. Our local mayors- wore their robes of
office and chains, and the Lord Mayor of
London was in his robes and was escorted by
his sheriff and mace carrier. The hall was full
of munieipal people, politicians, and others
interested in the function. It would have been
better if it had been held at Centennial Hall,
where it could have been viewed by school
children. This is the first time that a Lord
Mayor of London has visited Australia whilst
in office and it was a wonderful spectacle.

It is pleasing to know that the King and
Queen and Princess Margaret are to visit Aus-
tralia and that the King’s health has improved
considerably. I well remember the last visit
to Australia of the King and Queen when they
were Duke and Duchess of York. In those
days they were very popular, but now as King
and Queen their popularity is even greater. I
hope that their Majesties and Princess
Margaret will travel along the boundaries of
our parklands so that they may be seen by
assembled school children. In this debate there
have been some fine speeches, but not one mem-
ber hasg provided the absolute cure for inflation.
I will not try to suggest one. I am too old in
the head to suggest a way to solve the problem
when it cannot be solved by all the wise heads
we have in Australia. It is a world-wide prob-

lem. It has been suggested that one cure is

- the pegging of profits and prices, and if they
are not soon pegged they will become too high.
We should deal with the problem from the top
of the ladder and not the bottom. The basic
wage, which is fixed on the cost of living,
should not be altered, but we should reduce the
salaries of the men at the top.

Mr. Davis—What do you mean by that?

Mr. MOIR—I am talking about those who
are paid from £50 to £60 a week, which they
cannot possibly earn. In many instances those
men have understudies who do most of their
work and get about half their salary. The
man on the basic wage cannot bank £4 to £5
2 week in the same way as men getting a salary
of more than £25 a week. If the man on the
basic wage does an honest day’s work he has
the right to be able to bank some of his
wages. City members are worried more than
country members by people calling on them in
regard to housing matters. Hardly a day or
night in each week passes without someone
calling on me about an eviction order.
People are given 30 days in which to get out
of a house. There may be two or three

families in the one house, and the landlord
complains about sub-letting, which is not per-
mitted. We who possess a home take in ou=»
sons and daughters, and we do the same as
those who sublet their houses, but we do it with
authority. These people find it hard to turn
out their. own flesh and blood. Members are
frequently approached by tenants who have
received eviction orders. If members can do
nothing, such people often seek the support of
the clergy or obtain doetor’s certificates. How-
ever, the Housing Trust must have become very
hardened to these approaches, because usually it
sends out a letter, which must have been printed

" by the hundred and dated on the day of its

despateh. The applicant is usually told that
owing to shortage of materials and, lately, wet

~ conditions, the trust has been handicapped. I

believe this statement is true. In some Hous-
ing Trust areas in wet weather workers would
have to row around houses in order to put up
the guttering. Some of these areas are vir-
tually swimming pools. Had they been levelled
off and roads made the trust would have been
saved the expense which will be necessary to
remedy the position.

The member for Adelaide said that the
40-hour week had made no difference to South
Australian industries, but I do not believe
that. Naturally, it has not made much dif-
ference in some industries where workers using
machinery or on a chain system may work a
little faster to pick up the four hours over five
days. However, in the dairying industry a
driver delivering milk must serve the same
number of customers under the 40-hour week
as he did under the 44-hour week. The
employer considers it fair to pay his driver
overtime rates for four hours, if he has to
serve the same number of customers as pre-
viously. As an employer I never ask my men
to do more than what I know from experience
is reasonable. It may be said that the mem-
ber for Adelaide put up a good ease from the
point of view of a trade union secretary, for
which job he is paid, and, as such, he is
expected to do the best he can for his members
at conciliation conferences.

The member for Hindmarsh mentioned my
being a shareholder in an earthenware pipe
company. The Minister of Works tells mem-
bers almost weekly that sufficient pipes for
sewers and water mains cannot be produced
in this State. The honourable member said
that certain briek kilns had not been operating
for a number of years; but pipemaking is as
important as brickmaking. I do not apologise
for buying a few shares which will be of
benefit to my children later.
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Mr. Whittle—Surely it is not a erime fto
piit méney itito an industrial organization.

Mr. MOIR—No, nor is it to buy a badge

a button day in the streets of Adelaide.
When a member acts as 3 secret service agent
or an investigator, it is time he was asked to
consider the poss1ble consequences of his
aetions. I really think some power was
bchmd him and that he did not do this off
hls own bat. He should think for himself.
As he has to work with other members, he
should try to. do the best for the State and
a0t for any individual. My ‘dlstnct contains

many workers, some of whom I am called upon *

to help ﬁnanmally in cases of distress. I do
that cheerfully, nobody knowing the extent of
that ass1stance Within the past few years I
have assmted many families to pay their
undertakers’ bllls, but I did not hear the
honourable member mention such things.
Sure]y, if T am permitted to assist my constitu-
ents and support their sportmg activities, I
am entltled to invest as I wish what is left
out of my parl1amentary and business earnings.
It the honourable member wishes, I am pre-
pared to give him the names of my trades-
people so that he may aseertain Whether I am
behind in my payments because of this invest-
ment.

Mr. O’Halloran—That was mnot suggested.

Mr. MOIR—I did not say it was.

Mr, O’Halloran—Then what is your impli-
cation$

Mr. MOIR—What was the purpose of the

honourable member in checking up on me? Is
he a secret service man?

Mr. O’Hallorai—What 'is wrong with a
man’s gearching the Companies Office Registry
which is open to the public

Mr. MOIR—Nothing, if he keeps his infor-
mation to himself, but the honourable member
madé it public in this House. I can give him
a list of other companies in which I hold shares.
Why did he mnot find out that information?
His sole purpose: was to belittle me, a purpose
of which I do not approve. The honourable
member said that. I had called myself a poli-
tician. That is easily explained. I would
rather call myself a politician than a gaolbird.
Originally I described myself on the share
application as a company director. The young
lady in the office said, ‘‘Aren’t you a member
of Parliament?’’ T replied ‘‘Yes.”’ She said
‘¢Suppose I put down ‘politician’$’’ I said
‘‘Yes, that will do.”” The Addvertiser of
August 11 contained an editorial fully ampli-

fyihg the definition of ‘¢politician,’’ whick
reads as follows:—

It the original and true_ meaning of the word
Be any giide, the word ‘‘politician’’ should
carry with it a high and honourable signifi-
cance. Anyone who is ‘‘concerned for the
“elfare of the State’’ and ‘‘skilled in State
affairs’’ ought to be an immense asset to the
community and entitled to the greatest respect.
One may go further and say that all good
citizens should aim to be ‘‘politicians,’’. in
the sense of being ‘‘concerned for the welfare
of the State.’’. Here indeed is the acid test
of our 01t1zensh1p Yet it must be admittéd

that, 111 everyday speech, the word *‘politi-
cian’’ is. often employed with an accent of
depreclatlon We learn from ‘‘The Conecise

Oxford Dictionary’’ that, in the United States,
the word has come to meéan ‘‘one who makes
a trade of politics.”” Nor is this unworthy
connotation pecuhar to the United States.
If this be s0, it is hardly necessary to look
further for an explanatlon of the w1despread
eclipse of democracy. Wtheén politics becomes
a trade, democrdacy becomes a delusion. It is
S1gn1ﬁcant that the word *‘minister,’’ which
is another word for ‘‘servant,’’ is assocla.ted
in bur minds with both rehglon and polities.
This is as it should be. In each of these
high vocations, the dominating motive should
be a whole-souled devotion to the service of
God and man. It may be said that the ser-
vice of the Church is sacred and that of the
State merely sécular: This, howeéver, is &
falsée distinction. The highest purpdse, both of
Church and State, is to make possible the
realization of the finest possibilities of the
individual. Folks who are fond of mdulgmg
in hostile criticism of politicians often need
to be reminded that low standards of publie
life are commonly the outcome of the apathy
and corruption of publie opinion, Too fre-
quently we blame the politicians when we
ought to blame outrselves. Adult suffrage,
sécret ballots and the general apparatus of
parliamentary democracy canunot, of themselves
ensure that political life shall be healthy. It
is not enough that the péople should be en-
franchised, everything depends on the spirit
with which they regard and exercise their
franchise. Before men and women can faith-
fully and fruitfully use their franchise, their
own minds need to be enfranchised from all
the influences which make against right liv-
ing, straight thinking and honest doing. If
the people are not highly concerned for the
common weal, it is unreasonable to expeet
that their representatives will be any better.
It is good that an alert and intelligent public
0p1n10n should be ecritical of unworthy poli-
ticians. A community with no capacity for
healthy moral indignation is in a bad way.
Yet it is even more important that we should
welcome, encourage and reward | politicians
who faithfully and honourably fulfil their
duties.

Some years age the member for Unley and I
approached the Premier with regard to
improved wages and conditions for public
servants. Later they received rises in pay
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and better conditions. Recently a vast retrench-
ment of Commonwealth employees has been
forecast. I hope that will not apply to the
State, because many State employees have to
work two or three nights a week, which proves
that their departments are not overstaffed.
This goes on for five or six months a year.
Many husbands and their wives are working in
thé Federal sphere. I heard of ome married
women in the postal service earning £8 or £9
a week, and her husband was bringing in a
similar amount. They are certainly in a better
posiﬁ(m than when only the husband is work-
ing and such a set up is likely to cause dis-
content, espécially when one ecannot compete
with the other and afford to buy such things as
hot midday meals. Tf there is to be a reduction
in the number of employees, I hope the ﬁrst
to go will be the wives whose husbands are alsé
working.

The conditions under which employees at the
Children’s Welfars and Public Relief Depart-
ment work are deplorable, being thé same as
théy were 30 years ago. It is time improved
quarters were provided. Application for finan-
cial assistance was madé to the Government by
the Kensington and Norwood Corporation to
enable it to light Dequetteville Terrace, the
widest and busiest street in the district.
Similar assistance is given to the Adelaide
Corporation for streets which abut t}le park-
lands, as does Dequetteville Terrace. Tramway
buses stop at the side of the park and young
people do ot like to wait for them at night
unless the stops are well lighted. The position
is considered dangerous. When the Govern-
inent réfused the reéquest I thought the action
was rather harsh.

The Hon. M. McIntosh—The Government has
not the power to meet the request unless it is
approved by Parliament.

Mr. MOIR—The Government grants assist-
ance to the Adelaide Corporation for sttéets
abutting the parklands.

The Hon. M. McIntosh——But not for lighting.

Mr. MOIR—The Electricity Trust gave a
quotation of £850 to provide better lighting,
and this was considered too much for the
council to bear. If only half the Bills men-
tioned by the Governor in his Speech are passed
it will result in advancement for the State.
Bills are to be introduced to assist hospitals,
to provide reservoirs, electricity and water
mains for the country, the construction of a
main from Mannum to Adelaide, and the pro-
vision of sewerage systems for country resi-
dents. Although these works will eost hun-
dreds of thousands of pounds, they are very

necessary, but it is realized that they camhot
all be undertaken for many years. However,

"I should like a start made on some of them

before long to let the people know that the
Government does not merely make promises.
Such action would entice people to remain in
the country and give them some of the
ameiities enjoyed by ecity dwellers. In his
Speéeh thie Governor mentioned that there was'
a strong demand for meat, dalry produee, and
eggs. 1t was suggested that primary producers
in seftled areas should give miore attention fto
animal production. I am associated With the
dalrylng industry, but I would never have the
cheek to advise dairymeh to increase their
herds, because of the present prices for their
produce. Such action would be adding insult
to injury. These people are entitled to . a
reasonablé return for their labours. The
dairying industry is the Cinderalla of the
primary producing industries of the State.
How I have stuck to it for 20 years I do not
know. I consider that the wool industry is as
much to blame for our present inflationary
position as any other industry in Australia.
Today I am handling only half as much milk
as I did two years ago because many dairymen
are disposing of their herds, partly or wholly,
to keep sheep. It is time we did our bit to
keep these people in dairying.

Mr. Whittle—It is not this Government’s
fault that they are not getting higher prices.

Mr., MOIR—It is partly. If the Common-
wealth Government will not take action the
industry will be ruined. At present there is not
sufficient turnover for the milk factories.
Although some people advocate the erection
of additional factories in the country, I know
of one of the biggest country factories in Aus-
tralia which has to close for four or five
months of the year. That should not happen
in a country like Australia. In the News on

Thursday appeared an article under the head-

ing ¢‘Big Drop in South Australian Milk
Output.’” It stated that South Australian
milk production had dropped by more tham
6,000,000gall, during the 11 months to the end
of May compared with the last similar period.
During that time whole milk production in
Australia amounted to 1,154,500,000gall,, more
than 37,000,000gall. less than for the same
period in 1949-50. Butter production in Aus-
tralia for the same period amounted to
154,124 tons, which was 7,143 tons less than
in ‘the previous period. Only 6,849 tons was
produced in South Awustralia, a drop of 877
tons. The production of condensed milk and
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powdered milk was not as great in Australia

during that 11-month period as in the previous

period.

The Governor in his Speech stated that the
Government was anxious to make country life
more attraetive to the young people. I believe
it is prepared to do what is fair and just and
to give country people a reasonable return for
their labours. I eannot imagine anyone in his
right’ senges requesting his sons to remain on
the land just for the sake of working morn-
ing, noon and night.

The Hon. M. MecIntosh—The Governments
of three States were agreed that the priee of
butter should be increased by one shilling a
pound,

Mr. MOIR—Throughout the war years dairy-
men were pegged at a price which amounted
to a starvation wage to those handling milk.
Although the people in general are now getting
more money than ever, butter is being sold for
a lower price than during World War L. and
immediately afterwards, when the price was
3s. 4d. a pound, compared with the present price
of 2s.2d. As the price to wholesale buyers of
milk is fixed by the equalization committes,
these people cannot pay above it. The exten-
sion of electricity to country areas is undoubt-
edly a great boon and I hope that when power
is extended from the Port Augusta station
people on the Adelaide side will not be over-
looked. I understand that Port Germein, situ-
ated between Port Augusta and Port Pirie, is
likely to be by-passed. At one time it was a
flonrishing town. We ask people to go back
on the land, yet it seems likely that the town
of Port Germein will not be supplied with
electricity from the main which will pass less
than one mile away.

Mr. Davis—If the town is by-passed the
Government will be responsible.

Mr. MOIR—I have heard that one or two
other towns may be missed. The people con-
cerned will need to obtain new engines to
replace their old ones to generate eleec-
tricity themselves. During a recent visit to
the river areas I found that many seftlers
desire two road bridges to be constructed over
the Murray, even if Barmera and Morgan are
connected by rail. They asked me to give them
all the support I could. I told them I have
had plenty to say on this matter previously.
I am still eager to see the bridges erected.
My relatives and friends in Mildura and
Renmark repeatedly ask me, ‘‘When will the
bridges be built?’’ It is time a start was
made.

The Hon. M. McIntosh—What project would
you stop in order to do that? We have not.
sufficient steel and men to carry out all jobs.

Mr. MOTR—When I was first elected to Par-
liament about 12 years ago I said in one of
my early speeches that I considered Murray
water should be pumped into the Torrens. The
Minister said it would be too costly.

The Hon. M. Melntosh—No. You would
probably say it is too dear today.

Mr. MOIR—Not if the water could be
brought here. We have had several droughts
in past years, but we would not have bheen
short of water if we had brought Murray water
here. We cannot put forward the excuse that
there was not sufficient manpower or steel
because the depression period was the ideal
time to go ahead with the scheme, We were
told what a terrible cost it would be to take
a road through to Western Australia, but dur-
ing the war great development took place in
Central Australia. All sgorts of vegetables
were grown and roads were laid down. This
shows what can be done. The Governor’s
Speech mentioned additions and alterations to
hospitals. There is ample room for improve-
ment ‘in many hospitals, especially Bedford
Park Sanatorium and Port Lincoln and North-
field hospitals. The nursing aceommodation
particularly requires improvement. Some of
the sewerage systems in our hospitals are
deplorable. I was disgusted to see the condi-
tions at Port Lincoln, and I hope something
will be done there before the Royal Family
arrives. Paragraph 21 of the Governor’s Speech
is incomplete. After the words ¢‘Municipal
Tramways Trust’’ the following should have
been included: ‘‘and continued requests from
councils and the general public for an investi-
gation.”” The trust used to be a paying
proposition, and so was the Postmaster- -
General’s Department. However, they are now
two of our most expensive organizations. Had
they been run by private enterprise they would
not have been permitted to get into debt.
I do not know what the committee of inquiry
will suggest as a remedy. I do not condemn
the present members of the trust for its
unhealthy financial position because the drift
started 18 or 20 years ago. If a private firm
carried on unsatisfactorily for that time the
auditors would certainly draw attention to the
position when certifying the balance-sheets.
When Sir William Goodman retired recently
another man who is due to retire soon took his
place. I do not know who will take the blame
for the trust’s financial position and patiently
await the report of the committee of inquiry.
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I am pleased that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment intends trying to control the opera-
tions of the Communist Party. I am also
pleased that the Labor Party is endeavouring
to drive Communists from important positions
in unions. These people have white-anted the
unions for a number of years. I have asked in
this Chamber when the report from the com-
mittee investigating ambulance services will be
furnished. I am pleased that the Advisory
Council on Health and Medical Services will
co-operate in organizing a better ambulance
service. There would not be nearly suffi-
cient ambulances if there was a serious train
accident, and I hope the Government will
o something about this matter soon. I was
interested in paragraph 38 of the Governor’s
Speech about amendments to the Industrial
and Provident Societies Act to facilitate the
aperation of co-operative societies. I do
not know what the Bill will contain, but I hope
it will improve the Act because I consider
producers should not be bound to supply one
particular faetory with milk. They should
have much more freedom. The Governor’s
Speech also said that a Bill dealing with the
treatment of sufferers from tuberculosis will
be introduced. Sufferers from tuberculosis,
cancer, or venereal disease should be compul-
sorily medically examined at least omce in
every 12 months. Those who are handling
dairy produce should be X-rayed onee a
vear. I have much pleasure in supporting
the motion.

Mr. FLETCHER (Mount Gambier)—I join
with other members in congratulating the
mover of the motion. He made a good speech
and I agree with the member for Norwood that
it was quite apparent it was not the first
occasion on which he has been on his feet. I
hope we will be privileged to hear more fine
addresses from him. I endorse the remarks
of previous speakers about the contemplated
visit of the Royal Family and sincerely hope
that the XKing’s health will enable him to
make that visit. All citizens of the British
Commonwealth of Nations are proud at hav-
ing such a Monarch as King George VI. The
Crown has kept the various dominions united
down through the ages, and I am sure
it will continue to do so in the future.
One paragraph of His Excellency’s Speech in
which T was particularly interested was his
reference to young farmers’ clubs. I think
I may claim that the first club to be formed
in ‘South Australia was in the district of
Yahl, near Mount Gambier. A body of young

z

- firm disclosed a profit of 41 per cent.

farmers interested in the welfare of the dis-
triet, and the improvement of stock and gen-
eral farming methods had visited the sister
State of Vietoria where such clubs are numer-
ous and play a I;rom_inent part in the life
of the agricultural community, and came back
imbued with the idea of establishing a simi-
lar club locally; the officers of the Agricul-
tural Department were very helpful. This
movement is really a junior branch of the
Agricultural Bureau, though I regret to see
so many of the early stalwarts of the move-
ment ceasing to display that interest which
they evinced in its early days. I hope that
the establishment of young farmers’ clubs will
be the means of revitalizing the agricultural
bureau movement, as well as being helpful to
the young members of the clubs.

Much has been said about price control,
inflation and the means of combating those
evils, and I was mueh interested in the
remarks of the member for Torrens regarding
the enormous profits of some of the big trad-
ing companies; Without mentioning names I
wish to draw attention to one group in par-
ticular. In the Adwertiser of April 11, 1951,
it was reported that a motor car manufactur-
ing company in England had raised its ordin-
ary dividends from the rate of 243 per cent
to 27 per cent, and on January 16, 1951, the
balance-sheet of the Australian subsidiary com-
pany handling the products of that English
That is
a combined profit of 68 per cent, which proves
that, somewhere along the line excessive prices
are being charged and I think this sort of
thing warrants investigation. Viewing it
from another angle, on October 10, 1950, the
charge for a particular service on my car
was 10s. On February 2, 1951, the charge for
the same service was 20s., and I have no doubt
that it would be 25s. today. This kind of
thing is going on everywhere, and I maintain
that many of the prices being charged ought to
be investigated; I go further and say that
many of the prices retailers are allowed to
charge are far too high, and I eite the prices
of lines handled by retail chemists as an
example.

Last year we passed the Electricity Supplies
(Country Areas) Aect, but it does not fulfil
what I expeeted of it. I was under the
impression that it would enable -electricity
undertakings in the ecountry to apply to the
Government for financial assistance to provide
for extensions of plant and services, but I
have been surprised to learn that, unless in
dire straits and unable to meet commitments,
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local electricity undertakings are not eligible
for assistance under the Act. Mount Gambier
is a rapidly growing centre and the local elec-
tricity undertaking is in much the same posi-
tion as the Electricity Trust in the ecity, hard
pressed to keep up with the demand for ser-
vices by reason of the extensive building opera-
tions being earried on. The Mount Gambier
Corporation obtained the consent of ratepayers
to borrow £68,000 for extensions, to which the
Minister readily agreed. However, when the
application for assistance was lodged the cor-
poration was promptly informed that it was
not eligible for more than about £10,000.
Evidently the policy is to wait until an under-
taking is in dire straits and then to say that
as it cannot carry on the Electricity Trust
should take it over. In the South-East, par-
ticularly in the Mount Gambier distriet, we are
in the unfortunate position of not having a
regular fuel supply. Quite recently I asked
the Premier a question regarding the search,
by boring, for coal deposits in the Penola dis-
trict, for until more fuel of a type suitable for
all industries, including electricity undertak-
ings is available the South-East will be
seriously handicapped, for we are so far from
the sources of fuel supply. The sawmilling
industry can take care of itself because saw-
dust and other waste produets from the mills
is sufficient to supply power for their opera-
tions. I commend those in charge of the
Government sawmills in the South-East for
the efficient manner in which the mills are run
and for the full use they are making of all
timber waste. The mills are self-supporting
and before long should have surplus power to
sell.

South Australia is peculiarly situated as
regards the status of its towns. In the main
there are mno cities outside the metropolitan
area. This matter needs to be revised and
the Government should eonsider giving larger
country towns the right to become cities.
Victoria is in a different eategory. I under-
stand that when the rate assessment reuches
betwen £20,000 and £25,000 towns in Vietoria
automatically become cities, but that South
Australian towns require a population of
bhetween 20,000 and 25,000 before being enti-
tled to that status. Let me compare several
Victorian towns with Mount Gambier. The
figures ‘I shall quote are for 1949 and do not
include revenue from eleetricity, abattoirs and
so on. Hamilton, not far over the border from
Mount Gambier, has an area of 5,100 aeres,
with a population of 7,181. It has 2,100
dwellings and £25,771 general revenue. Respee-

tive figures for other towns are:—Horsgham,
5,760 acres, 6,450 population, 1,575 dwellings,
£31,930 revenue; Warrnambool, 4,150, 10,000
2,310, £35,256; Mildura, 5,760, 9,530, 1,879,
£31,223; 8ale, 5,242, 5,300, 1,243, £22442;
Shepparton, 4,523, 8,500, 2,074, £31,898, and
Mount Gambier (year 1950), no area given,
8,500, 1875, £26,725. If Mount Gambier were
placed on a similar footing to the Vietorian
towns it would be a city. The same would
probably apply to Port Pirie and Whyalla.
If these towns were created cities it would be
an incentive to residents to take more interest
in them. Visitors from Horsham, Hamilton,
and Warrnambool frequently visit Mount Gam-
bier, and when asked where they come from
say ‘‘the city of Warrnambool,”’ and so on.
This gives such places a muech better status.

I do not suppose that any distriet has done
more towards the settlement of ex-servicemen
on the land than the district I represent, Mount
Gambier, and the South-East generally. From
my experience the majority of the settlers who
have been selected for blocks are a fine type.
I congratulate the Government on having
selected such men, who undoubtedly will make
good. On many areas it cannot be otherwise,
as the settlers went on the land in a time
of high prices and have taken advantage of
them. I also pay a tribute to the various
councils in the South-East where ex-servicemen
are settled for the wonderful job they have
done in constructing roads. I congratulate,
too, the older settlers for the patience they have
displayed in putting up with bad roads, know-
ing that the councils’ officers and workmen are
busily engaged with all available plant to
build roads for the new settlers and so make
life worth while. These roads enable the new
settlers to get on to and out of their holdings.
Take the Eight-Mile Creek area. Some of the
settlers there will definitely require help for
some time to come. I inspected the area last
week-end and noticed .the work that had been
done on the blocks. There was ample water,
but not the large quantity lhal I expected to
see. A number of the blocks will need a lot
of work before they can reach their full pro-
duective capacity. On June 27 last I asked
the Minister of Repatriation the following
question about the Eight-Mile Creek soldier
settlement area:—

On visiting the Eight-Mile Creek soldier
settlement area last week I noticed a lot of
re-growth on some of the blocks. Can the
Minister of Repatriation say what is the
Government’s future policy towards assisting
settlers where the re-growth has definitely got
out of hand? i




Address in Reply.

[AvcusT 14, 1951.]

Address in Reply. 323

The Minister replied:—

‘When the matter was reported to me a few
weeks ago I visited the area and found that
there was some re-growth, most of it having
appeared since that type of country had been
cleared. As the area is considered a develop-
mental one, the department is meeting the cost
of clearing. The new growth, known as cut-
ting grass, has little stock food value. We are
paying settlers to clear the grass so that they
will derive an income through the re-growth.
Some settlers have begun clearing the cutting
grass on their own initiative and are doing an
excellent job. I have not the slightest doubt
that the grass will eventually be cleared to
the benefit of settlers.

The settlers have done a good job, but it is
the type of country where a horse can be used
on some areas for clearing purposes, but
on other blocks, especially two which have
been abandomned, a horse cannot be used. It
is mnot a true re-growth but the re-growth
of the old tussock grass. The only way
to deal with the problem is to put in big
ploughs as soon as the soil is sufficiently dry
and then later do more ploughing. If a farmer
80ws a pasture and it is a failure he starts
again, and that is what the department will
have to do in some of the South-Eastern areas.
I have no doubt that in later years they will
become one of the State’s greatest settlements.
At present all the land is not ready for full
development. When the cutting grass has gone
and the land is stocked to full capacity there
will be suceess. In the rich, heavy country at
Eight-Mile Creek heavy stocking would have
done more good. Much of the roughage would
have been kept down because it would have
been eaten eagerly by the stock after eating
clover and better type grasses. I do not sug-
gest that the settlement at Eight-Mile Creek
has been a failure, or is likely to be one.

The Hon. S. W. Jeffries—How much an
acre has been spent on the land?

Mr. FLETCHER—I cannot tell the honour-
able member exactly, but it has been a reason-
able proposition because the settlement took
place on Crown lands. More drainage in the
area may be necessary.

Mr. Whittle—Is there any stock on the
land %

Mr. FLETCHER—Yes, dairy stock.

Mr. Moir—What is total acreage?

Mr. FLETCHER—From 4,000 to 5,000 acres.
It is mostly a dairy settlement. Until such
time as meadow hay can be cut the settlers
will be in difficulties. The soil will grow feed,
but a number of stumps still have to be
removed. The settlers will require assistance for
some time. At present it is disheartening to

drive from Port MacDonnell through to the
productive Mount Schank country and com-
pare it with the partially developed Eight-Mile
Creek settlement. Although it may mean des-
troying some of the roughage, the settlers should
be allowed to grow turnips to get the land into
production. I ecommend the départment for
the stone houses constructed for the settlers at
Kight-Mile Creek, but I am disappointed with
the type of cowshed built. Instead of using the
Armeo type of shed a stonc cowshed should be
built. The settlers should be assisted to
build such a shed, because it is not difficult to
use Mount Gambier stone. Most of the settlers
with Armeo sheds have either altered them or
built stone sheds, using the other sheds for
housing machinery. I have seen the northern
area of the Eight-Mile Creek settlement
where land will be allotted shortly. The
selection of the house and shed sites is
superior to the selection in the southern area,
where the homes and sheds are some distance
from the main road, necessitating the building
of roads to them. In the northern area
wherever possible the homes and sheds will
be built facing the main road, which means less
expenditure on roads and not so much worry
for the settlers. It is pitiful to see the state
of the roads on the blocks in the southern
area. Those responsible for the selection in
the northern area should be commended.

I was interested recently to hear the
remarks of the Minister of Lands about
apathy among settlers. I want to read a
letter sent to a settler who applied for a
block. A similar reply was sent to several
other settlers. They came to me for my
advice on the matter. They had leased hold-
ings and had started dairying on their
return from the last war. They did not
have an opportunity to assist in clearing and
developing the blocks, because they had their
own herds and plant. The following is typical
of the letters sent to these settlers:—

I acknowledge receipt of your letter of the
24th ultimo with regard to your application
for land under the provisions of the War Ser-
vice Land Settlement Agreement Act. At the
present time the land available is not sufficient
to meet the needs of the large number of appli-
cants still awaiting allotment, and although
the Government is endeavouring to secure addi-
tional suitable lands, this is becoming increas-
ingly diffieutt. This is particularly the case
in relation to properties suitable for dairying.
However, from time to time as further areas
come into the hands of the department, groups
of applicants are selected to participate in the
allotment of the holdings to be provided from
these lands. Existing circumstances make it
necessary for the department to require all
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applicants so seleeted to take their share in the
work of preparing these lands for scttlement,
by taking up full-time employment with the
department on the developmental work when
called upon to do so. This was explained in
my letter of the 27th Oectober last, in which
you were given the opportunity of being con-
sidered in the selection of such a group of
applicants. You replied that owing to the fact
that you were engaged in dairying with your
own cows on leased land, you were not in a
position to undertake work for the department,
and consequently you were not included in the
group selected. As acceptance of employment
on the developmental work is now an essential
condition for selection for allotment, I cannot
hold out any prospect of . your obtaining a
holding until you can see your way clear to
take up this work. You should, therefore, keep
the department informed of any changes of
circumstances which would affect your willing-
ness to enter into employment, and your eclaims
would then be given full consideration in con-
nection with any land available at the time.
The property to which you refer in your letter
appears to be the area of 249 acres in the
hundred of Grey, purchased from the estate of
G. A. Bennett; this land is not yet available
for allocation.

That sort of reply has had much to do with
the an-called ‘‘apathy’’ of applicants. One
man who would have made a desirable settler,
and who had his own cows, tractor, and plant,
received this letter. He asked my advice, and 1
told him to carry on as he was doing. He had
made his start and was prepared for settle-
ment. - I advised him not to sacrifice hig herd
and plant and go on to the land for 12 months
as an ordinary worker until he was allotted a
block. During the war the uncle of one young
man in the services reared calves and kept
them until he came home, so that he would have
a herd. The young man was ready to com-
mence operations as a soldier settler shortly
after returning, but was unable to get satis-
faction from the department. He leased a
block of land in the Kongorong district, and
has become a suceessful dairy farmer. That
is the type of man we want ag a soldier settler;
but correspondence such as I have read has had
a dampening effect on the outlook of many

‘applicants. This man of whom I speak has a

‘stud Jersey herd and some of his beasts have

taken prizes at the Royal Adelaide Show. To
sell that herd would have meant a big sacrifice.

Today a burning question in the dairying
industry is the price of butter. One member
said that the dairyman was being kicked from
pillar to post. It appears to me that all Aus-
tralian Governments, whatever their political
shade, have backed and filled on this question
for a considerable time. Figures given by other
" members bear out the serious position of the

industry. A question asked by the member for
Onkaparinga with regard to the call-up of the
sons of dairy farmers reminded me of what
happened early in World War II. I admit that
cvery Australian should be trained in some way

for defence. However, during the war, when

" each manpower officer was given his quota for

defence to be filled every week, I interviewed
one officer with regard to the release. of a
young man for the dairying industry. The
officer said, ‘‘What am I to do? I have to fill
my. quota. I try to be as fair as possible, but
I realize that, if these quotas are maintained,
we will have an anny which we will be unable
to feed.’” Not lung after that releases from
the army were granted to dairymen. We are
approaching the time when we will not get
adequate supplies of milk, butter, cheese, pota-
toes, and other essential foodstuffs. We will
have enough homes, but many empty stomachs.
I have never unreservedly condemned the 40-
hour week; but I believe it has meant the
crucifixtion of the dairying industry. A mem-
ber said that industry did not produce as much
under the 40-hour week as under the 44-hour
week; but I have been told by managers and
directors that their industries produce more
under the 40-hour week.

Mr. Fred Walsh—Statistics prove that.

Mr. FLETCHER—Yes; but the dairying
industry cannot be run on a basis of a 40-hour
week. I do not think the general public will
be able to pay for milk if the wage paid to the
dairy worker is to be based on a 40-hour week.
It is not only a question of the work done on
the dairy farm, but also that in the cheese
and butter factories. More condensed and
powdered milk has been produced, because there
is more money in their production. Cheese
and butter factories cannot be successfully
worked on the basis of a 40-hour week. Today
many of them are co-operative concerns. A
manager must retain his key men so as to
ensure continuity of production, although
between May and August the services of some
of those men could be dispensed with. How-
ever, if they were released from that industry,
they might take a job elsewhere, with the
result that, when inereasing quantities of milk
flowed into the factory in the spring, a new
team would have to be broken in or production
reduced. Less labour is required for the pro-
duction of condensed or powdered milk than
for the production of butter and cheese. The
following is an extract from an article
written by a staff reporter of the Warrnambool
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Standard, which appeared in The Border
Wateh of August 4:—

The log served on Vietorian dairy farmers
by the A.W.U. and the announcement by the
Australian  Primary Producers’ Union—an
employers’ organization—that it would support
dairy workers’ claims for a 40-hour week and
higher pay emphasizes more than ever the
anomalies which exist in the dairying industry.
Comparing the general hand’s present wage
with that claimed in the log, the article con-
tinues:— '

Taking the general hand as a typical
example, the pay for a 5-day 40-hour week
would be the present basic wage of £9 9s., plus
£1 '10s. margin for skill, equalling £10 19s.
However, on the basis of the dairy farmers’
56-hour week, the general hand could earn:—
£10 19s., plus two hours’ overtime at time and
a half, 16s. 5d., plus 15 hours’ overtime at
double time, £7 12s, 10d., equalling £19 8s. 3d.
a week, This makes an income of £992 10s. 6d.
for the year, including two weeks’ paid
holiday. In addition, double time would also
have to be paid for all public holidays worked.
On . the other hand, the dairyman’s cost of
production is based on a 56-hour week. He is
allowed a 25s. margin for skill over the basic
wage, and 3} per cent return on capital.

A salary of £19 8s. 3d. a week is low com-
pared with that received by a number of men
in the timber and quarrying industries and
those -employed as potato diggers—in faect, in
most contract work. I cannot see why the
public is unable to pay more for butter. If
a 40-hour week is to apply to the dairying
industry people must be prepared to pay what
the artiele costs to produee.

Mr. O’Halloran—Didn’t the present Federal
Government promise the dairy farmer the cost
of procuction?

Mr. FLETCHER—TI would not be sure. All
Governments have changed from one side of
the fence to the other and today the dairy
farmer does mnot know who is his friend or
who is his foe. This afternoon Mr. Dunks
asked a -question regarding the inereased pro-
duction of margarine. If this were agreed to
it counld easily be the end of the dairying
industry. I understand that Africa and other
countries are growing nuts for oil for the
manufacture of margarine, but it will be found
that if margarine comes in cows will go out.
It will be bad for the Commonwealth generally
if the dairying industry ecannot be placed in
a healthy position, and the only way to do
that is to give the dairy farmer an opportunity

" to make a decent living. I know a number of
dairymen whose sons will not work on the
property. They have undertaken jobs in the
pine forests and elsewhere. I hope that appro-
val will not be given for an inecrease in the
manufacture of margarine.

A number of questions have been asked in
the House regarding potato produetion and
prices, and one member even. accused potato
growers of being Communists. I should hate
to go into my district and tell some of the
growers that they were Communists. Many
are good o0ld AW.U. men and made a start
with four or five acres of potatoes. I am
pleased to say that some are now in a very
sound financial position. Good luck to the
working maun who can become anr employer.
He is a greater asset than an ordinary umion
man. 1 draw member’s attention to the
decreasing acreage being sown to potatoes.
Costs have grown, particularly for bags. Years
ago it was not unusual to see a light burning
in a paddock before daylight. It would be a
man sewing up the bags of potatoes he had
dug the day before. The potato position is
likely to continue serious. When a dispute
arose recently concerning the consignment of
potatoes interstate a hullabaloo was set up
by Adelaide hills growers. They claimed it
wag the duty of South-East growers to forward
supplies to the Adelaide market. They did
not want to sell their potatoes until after
June 30 so that their income tax would not be
affected. It is one of the weakest arguments
I have ever heard. The market for South-
Eastern potatoes for years has been the Wim-
mera, the Riverina and Broken Hill. Would
members think it fair that those growers
should sacrifice their market by sending their
potatoes to Adelaide while the hills’ growers
refused to sell until after June 30% The
potato grower has been in practieally the same
position as the dairyman. He has more or
less had to accept what has been handed out
from the Adelaide end, having to do exactly
what he was told by a board in the city.
Although these growers desire to be loyal to
South Australia, they think prices should be
commensurate with those paid in the eastern
States. The Prices Commissioner in South
Australia has always been dilatory in increas-
ing the price here. In spite of what has hap-
pened in the other States and the big increase
in prices there, he has refused to advanece the
South Australian price to compete with that in
New South Wales. Recently I read an article
in the press which stated that in Sydney the
public were willing to pay extra for potatoes.
The writer pointed out that from about 12
noon to 1 o’clock on certain street corners in
Sydney one would see barrowmen selling small
bags of potatoes. These men disappeared
immediately after 1 o’clock and did not
re-appear until 5 p.m. There was a big demand
for these supplies, proving that the public were
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starving for potatoes. Shortages have occurred
before and will oceur again. It is a question
of supply and demand. The objeect of the
establishment of a Potato Board and of
growers’ agsociations was to try to keep a
uniform price for both growers and buyers.
It is generally known that in past years one
could always buy new potatoes in August, but
they are not to be seen mnow, there being no
encouragement for growers to dig them. That
has been the position for years.

Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. FLETCHER—Many men are leaving
the potato industry and during the adjourn-
ment I read something about the position in
New South Wales. The Riverina and western
distriects of New South Wales and Broken
Hill have been a good market for South-Eastern
growers, The following is contained in The
Farmer and Settler, a Sydney newspaper, of
July 20, 1951:—

In 1942, when the war-time potato control
was set up, there was a glut of potatoes and
ample quantities of seed available: If the
war came now it would find Australia with
production at the lowest level of recent years
and practically no seed to be had. Wven if
seed were available and paddocks ready, many
months would have to elapse before the har-
vest came in. These figures will show clearly
the sad plight the country is in: in the peak
war year (1944-45) New ‘South Wales had
34,796 acres planted to potatoes and harvested
over 80,000 tons. In the last seasom, 1950-51,
New South Wales only planted 11,500 acres
and gathered in about 27,000 toms.

No wonder potatoes are dear and scarce in
New South Wales. The article goes on:—

As 1,600 men have gone out of potato pro-
duetion in New South Wales alone in the
last 12 months, authorities would not be sur-
prised if 1950-51 acreages and yields were
cut in half.

That gives an indication of what we can
expect in regard to our exports of potatoes to
New South Wales in the near future. We
are well aware that New South Wales imports
large tonnages of pofatoes from Tasmania
and has dono go for many years. T hope that
the South Awustralian Government will give
our growers more consideration and endeavour
to fix a more uniform price. The growers in
the South-East are just as loyal to Adelaide
and South Awustralia as any other people in
the State, but they cannot allow the market
they have developed over many years to be
filched from them because growers near Ade-
laide are well able to supply the local market
at certain times of the year.

This afternoon I asked a question about
Kuitpo Colony. I have nothing against the

colony, but I have a special interest in a
young man who was committed to it. For a
long time I have been trying to get some
satisfaction from the Chief Secretary’s
Department about this case, but so far with-
out success. I am at a loss to know the value
of the Offenders Probation Act. It appears
that one section is of some use but from my
knowledge of thig ease the Act seems to be a
hindrance. The answer I received this after-
noon convinced me that the Aect is due for
review. I hope the Government will review it
4nd bring down legislation this session, other-
wise I will have to do so. I asked whether
there had been any reductions in sentences
of Kuitpo prisoners for good conduct or
good work. I understand that anyone com-
mitted to the Kyeema Prison Farm gets a
reduction for good work and good conduct,
but it seems that those committed to Kuitpo
do not get any reduction or allowance and
have to serve the full period of their bond.
The Minister said that there is no sentence,
but what are those men doing at Kuitpo if
they are not under any sentence? The young
man of whom I have been speaking has been
at Kuitpo for 14 months and has done every-
thing required of him. He is said to be a
good worker and a good lad. He broke a bong,
but it was a trivial affair. In his answer the
Minister stated that seven offenders had
absconded. There is not much evidence of
reform when a lad who works well gets no
remittance of sentence. I hope the Govern-
ment will review the Offenders Probation Aect
because it is not doing what it is supposed
to do. If I am forced to introduce a motion
in Parliament I shall have much more to say
about this case. We shall not achieve anything
if we make young men sour and bitter, and
that is what will happen in this case.

Mr., Frank Walsh—What type of reform
do you suggest? :

Mr. FLETCHER—A person on probation
may commit an offence. This lad was arrested
by the police last Oectober. His parents

were mnot told nor was the priest who
was his probation officer. A summons
was served on the lad on a Friday

night and he had to appear before the
Supreme Court at Mount Gambier. This was
six months after the offence and nobody, except
the lad, knew anything about the charge.
There is nothing in the Offenders Probation
Act providing that the parents or probation
officer shall be informed.

Mr. Davis—Was it a serious charge?

Mr. FLETCHER—Drinking a glass of beer.
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The Hon. Sir George Jenking—Didn’t the
boy inform his parents?

Mr. FLETCHER—I do not wish to say
much about the ease now.
doctor’s certificate that he was not mentally
normal. Doctor Birch said he would not recom-
mend sending him to prison as it would not
do the lad any good. The lad did not even
say anything to his bondsman about the
" charge, and the police are not required to
inform the bondsman. A summons was issued
on the Friday and the circuit court sat on the

following Monday, affording no time ‘to. pro-

cure witnesses. He had already served six to
seven weeks.
Mr. Davis—But a man could be of good

behaviour and still have a glass of beer.

Mr. FLETCHER—One of the stipulations
in the bond was that he must not have a glass
of beer. I am pleased to note that so many
members are displaying interest in this matter
and I suggest that they examine the Aect, for
I think this is a case which should receive
sympathetic consideration.

I have much pleasure in supporting the
motion and hope that some of my remarks
will prove econstructive and helpful to the
State.

Mr. TEUSNER (Angas)—Like other mem-
bers I express my gratification that the health
of ‘His Majesty has been sufficiently restored
to enable him, in company with Her Majesty
the Queen and Princess Margaret, to visit the
Commonwealth in the coming year. His
Majesty can be assured of a spontaneous,
hearty and loyal welcome from all his sub-
jects. Although it will be impossible for him
to make excursions far afield into the rural
areas I trust that Princess Margaret will be
able to visit some of the country distriets of
South Australia. I take this opportunity to

congratnlate the mover and seconder of the -

motion. - In the mover, the newly-elected mem-
ber for Flinders, we have a member who will
contribute greatly to the debates in this
Chamber. He comes from a rural district and
has- had practical experience of matters per-
taining to primary produetion, and that experi-
-ence will doubtless be of great value to this
House, ) )
We are this year celebrating the Jubilee of
the union of the States of Australia into a
Federation and it is appropriate to be mindful
of the very prominent part played by eminent
South Australians in the days immediately
prior to. Federation and subsequent to the
inanguration of the Commonwealth; names like

The boy had a

_appointments,

Kingston, Downer, Playford, and Glynn readily
come to mind. Those giants of the Federation
movement played an important part at the time
and the work which they performed in days
long past live after them. It was, indeed, a
compliment to this State in 1901 when the
Federal Senate elected as its first President
the Hon. R. C. Baker, who, for many jyears,
was President of the Legislative Counecil of
South Australia. A further tribute was paid
this -State in 1901 when the House of Repre-
sentatives elected as ifs first Speaker the Hon.
F. W. Holder, who, immediately prior to his -
election to the House of Representatives, was
Leader of this Chamber, ag Premier. Not only
was South Awustralia honoured by those two
but a further hounour was
bestowed by the appointment of Mr. E. G.
Blackmore, that prince of authorities on Par-
liamentary procedure and practice, who ‘had
been Clerk of Parliaments in this State for
many years. He was appointed the first Clerk
of Parliaments in the Federal Parliament.

Mr. O’Halloran—That is why the Common-
wealth Parliament’s Standing Orders conform
very closely to our own.

Mr. TEUSNER—That may be the reason,
for I understand Mr. Blackmore ranks very
highly in the matter of Parliamentary pro-
cedure and practice. There has been a repeti-
tion of those compliments in this Jubilee
year in as much as the Federal Senate has
appointed a South Australian, the Hon. E.
Mattner, as its President, and the House of
Representatives the Hon. A. G. Cameron, as
Speaker. Not only are we celebrating the
Jubilee of the Commonwealth, but we are also
in the centenary year of the introduction of
the principle of self-government in South Aus-
tralia. It was in 1851 that the Imperial Act,
which had been passed in England, was brought
to South Australia, and as a result the Legisla-
tive Council of 24 members was set up, consist-
ing, as to one-third, of members appointed
by the Governor, and as to two-thirds of
elected members. The new Constitution arrived

" in South Australia on January 16, 1851, in

the ship Ascendant, and it was in this vessel
that George Fife Angas came to South Aus-
tralia. My own electorate was named after
him and he played a very impdrtant part in
the founding of this State. George Fife Angas
had watched with great interest the passage
of the Imperial Bill, which embodied the prin-
ciple of self-government for South Australia,
through both Houses of Parliament in England
and he was anxious to have the homour of
handing this document ‘to the Governor of
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South Australia. However, his application for
this honour was refused by the Colonial Office,
and it may be of interest to remark that it
was. instead taken to the ship 4dscendant and,
in the absence of the captain, handed to a
ship’s steward who placed it in a dirty linen
bag and forgot all about it. Upon the arrival
of the Ascendant in South Australian waters
the authorities went to the boat and asked for
the Imperial Act, but the captain knew nothing
about it, the steward not having told him. that
he had placed it in a certain linen bag. This
important document was not discovered until
the bag was emptied for laundry purposes.

The Constitution was proclaimed on January
20, 1851. On February 21, 1851, an Aet was
passed establishing the Legislative Couneil, and
the first candidate for political honours was
F. 8. Dutton, the first elections under the new
Constitution taking place on July 2, 1851. Mr.
Angas was returned unopposed for the distriet
of Barossa on July 8, 1851, and the new Leg-
islative Council met for the first time on
August 20, 1851.

In paragraph 4 of his Speech His Excellency
said, ‘‘A gratifying feature of our primary
industries is the continued development of
land in high rainfall areas.”’” T think all
members are pleased to hear of the develop-
ment which has taken place in some of our
high rainfall areas. It is highly imperative
that developmental work of the nature
indicated should be carried out wherever pos-
sible. If we wish {0 maintain our standard
of living and to continue to export primary
production to the same extent as in the past
it is absolutely necessary to make more suitable
land available for primary produetion purposes,
and, further, it is encumbent upon us to see

that people are kept on the land, and meore’

people enticed into rural avocations. When
we bear in mind that the population of Aus-
tralia has increased to great proportions sinee
Federation it becomes all the more neecessary
to make an extra effort in connection with
primary production. In 1901 the population
of Australia was 3,800,000; today it is
8,300,000. The increase since the inception of
Federation has been at the rate of 13 per cent
per annum. During the 19th century the
size of the average family in Australia was
five to six, but it appears that with the higher
standard of living to which we have become
accustomed, and probably the desire to emjoy
more of: the amenities and luxuries now pro-
vided, the natural increase has been consid-
erably reduced and the average size of the
family in the 20th century has been 2% to

three.  Furthermore, the immigration pro-
gramme in operation aims at inereasing our
population to 11,000,000 by 1960, and it has
been stated that by the year 2000 it will be
about 16,000,000. In 1950 the population
increase was 3.2 per cent, which is a consid-
erable inerease over the rate for the past 50
years and was due to an excess of births over
deaths of 112,000 and a net immigration of
153,000. In other words, the population of the"
Commonwealth increased by 265,000 in 1950,
Such an increase in our population can only
result in a tremendous strain on our economy
and, in partieular, have a tremendous effect
on primary production. That can be better
illustrated if I refer to an opinion expressed
by Professor P. H. Karmel, Professor of
Economics at Adelaide University. In a lee-
ture earlier this year on the Australian '
economy from 1901 to 1950 he said he consi-
dered that if we are to achieve our objective
of 11,000,000 by 1960 and maintain the
increase in our standard of living and our
level of exports we must increase our produc-
tion of pig meats by 78 per cent, mutton by 58
per cent, beef by 40 per cent, milk by 37 per
cent, sugar by 28 per cent, lamb by 23 per
cent, wool by 11 per cent, and wheat by 7 per
cent.

Mr. Stephens—Does he say anything about
the housing position?

Mr. TEUSNER—He says that whereas in
the Jubilee Year of 1901 there was an aver-
age of five persons to every house in Aus-
tralia, the position has improved in as much as
there are only four persons to a house today.
It is apparent that unless our primary pro-
duction is increased there will be no export
surplus by 1960, bearing in mind the opinion
expressed by Professor Karmel. Whilst on
this matter, I refer to a pertinent statement -
in todays Advertiser under the heading ‘‘Big
Drop in Food Exports’’:—

Latest overseas trade statistics published
by the Commonwealth Bureau of Census and
Btatisties, show that less butter, cheese, dried
milk, cggs in shell; beof, lamb, mutton, pork,
poultry, rabbits, jams, sugar and preserved
fruits were exported in 1950-51 than in the
previous year. The biggest decline was in
meat exports. Lamb shipments at 45.8m. lb.
represented a drop of 77.5m.lb. compared with
1948-50, while mutton exports fell from 69.7
m. b, to 8.5m.1b. Beef expirts dropped from
182.3m., 1b. to 158.3m. 1b., and rabbit and hare’
shipments from 21.8m. pairs to 9.9m. Butter
exports declined by more than 55m.l1b., and
cheese by over 6m.lb. Nearly 10m. dozen
fewer eggs in shell were sent away, and

. dried milk shipments dropped by about 17m.

Ib.
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The late Mr. Chifley, when Commonwealth
Minister for Post-war Reconstruction, was
responsible in 1943 for an inquiry by the Rural
Reconstruction Commission into the re-organiz-
ation and rehabilitation of the Australian rural
economy during the post-war period. The
commission prepared a table, published under
the title ‘‘A General Rural Survey’’ dated
January 17, 1944, showing the computation
of additional farming required to support an
extra 1,000,000  populativn on average Aus-
tralian standards from 1932 to 1941. This
table- makes it apparent that 23,410 man units
are required to
tion of 1,000,000.

Mr. Quirke—On the land?

support an extra popula-

Mr, TEUSNER—Yes. The commission
states that if the man units engaged in vege-
table and poultry production were taken into
consideration about 25,000 additional units
would be required to support an extra 1,000,000
people. Dealing with wheat, it is interesting to
note from the table, that at least 510,600
extra acres and 2,550 extra man units would
be required. For potatoes we would need an
extra 1,820 man wunits; for butter, 6,580;
fresh milk, 2,150; mutton, 730; beef and veal,
1,420; and wool 640 for 1,275,500 sheep. I ask
leave of the House to have this table incor-
porated in Hansard without reading it, as it
contains most interesting and valuable inform-
ation. :

Leave granted.

3

TABLE SHOWING COMPUTATION OF ADDITIONAL FARMING REQUIRED TO SUPPORT
AN EXTRA POPULATION OF 1,000,000 PEOPLE AT THE AVERAGE AUSTRALIAN
STANDARD OF 1932-41.

Average Per ) Number of
Capita Amount Required for Number of Man Units
Commodity. Consumption— Every Extra Productive Units. Required to
Australia, 1,000,000 People. Produce.
1932-41.
Lb.
Barley* .............. 43:63 872,600 bushels 52,900 acres 260
Maize................. 59-37 1,060,000 bushels 44,600 acres 890
Oats.....ovvneennnn, 96-20 2,405,000 bushels 204,300 acres 1,020
Rice* ................ 4-88 43,600 cwt. 1,300 acres 20
Wheat* .............. 368-30 6,138,000 bushels 510,600 acres 2,550
Potatoes ............. 116-86 52,200 tons 18,200 acres 1,820
Onions................ 12-95 5,800 tons - 1,100 acres 180
Butter ............... 31-56 71,010,000 gall. milk 197,250 cows 6,580
Cheese ............... 397 3,970,000 gall. milk 11,000 cows 370
Milk, Fresh............ 231-95 23,195,000 gall. milk 64,400 cows 2,150
Milk, concentrated and
condensed .......... 3:60 1,080,000 gall. milk 3,000 cows 100
Milk, dried ........... 2-24 1,723,000 gall. milk 4,800 cows 160 .
Bacon and ham ....... 10-55 4,700 tons 81,200 pigs 680
Pork ...........000ut 7-83 3,500 tons 87,000 pigs 730
Mutton ............... 63-89 28,500 tons 1,452,000 sheep 730
Lamb ................ 13-88 6,200 tons 462,700 lambs 460
Beef and veal.......... 124-66 55,700 tons 382,600 oxen 1,420
Sugar, refined ......... 113-80 50,800 tons 18,500 acres 930
Raising ......ccvvnvnn. 493 2,200 tons 1,650 acres 90
Currants ............. 1-53 700 tons 500 acres 30 -
Wool ......ccooinnnn. 10-00 10,000,000 1b. 1,275,500 sheep 640
Fresh fruit ............ 120-00 55,000 tons 18,000 acres 1,600
Total ..... 23,410

* Tncluding seed requirements for local consumption.

The above table does not include figures for vegetables, canned fruit, and poultry produce. -

Mr. TEUSNER—If we assume, as a com-
mon test, that there were four dependants to
every additional man unit required for the
production of these commodities, 125,000
people would be associated with this new
farming, therefore it seems that agriculture

on a reasonably efficient basis is able under
Australian conditions to support a population
seven or eight times as large as those
engaged in it today. The tendency in |
the past decade has been for secondary
industries to absorb too high a proportion of
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our workmen, In 1901, 17 per cent of Aus-
tralian workers were employed in secondary
industries. In the same year 33 per cent were
engaged in primary production. By 1947, 27
per cent were engaged in secondary industries
in the Commonwealth and only 18 per cent in
primary production.” Coming to South Aus-
tralia, we find that factory employment in 1939
as 43,371, whereas in rural employment there
were 44,363. In 1950 factory employment in
this State was 78,598, and rural employ-
ment, 45,551. During the period mentioned
factory employment in South Australia rose by
35,227 and that of rural employment by 1,188.

Mr. O’Halloran—We are reaching the stage
when people in the country will have a job to
feed people in the factories.

Mr. TEUSNER—In the same period the
South Australian population inereased by
112,697—from 599,313 to about 712,000, From
the table referred to we find that there would
be about 2,800 additional man units required
for primary production in South Australia to
meet an increased population of 112,697, but
rural employment has only risen by 1,188 dur-
ing that period. . ’

The Hon. Sir George Jenkins—There has
been a lot of mechanization on the part of
farmers.

Mr. TEUSNER—Doubless mechanization has
helped to increase primary production.

Mr. O’Halloran—And the overall result is a
reduction in the volume of production.

Mr. TEUSNER—It is mnecessary to divert
additional labour into primary production and
encourage more people to take up that work.

Mr. Stephens—What is the cause of the
drift?

Mr. TEUSNER—The attractions: of the
metropohtan area and the amenities prov1ded
are contributing factors.

Mr. Quirke—The question of labour during
the war had a big effect.

Mr. TEUSNER-—I have personal knowledge
of rural areas in my distriect when young people
left to engage in war production work in the
metropolitan area. They got a taste of city
life, liked it, and have not returned. More
suitable migrants could be diverted to primary
production activities. British, Dutch, German,
and Scandanavian migrants have proved in the
past to be ideally suited to primary production.
In South Australia today there are approxi-
mately 12,200 displaced persons, of whom

5,300 are engaged in secondary industries, but
only 700 in rural industries, less than 6 per cent
of the total number of displaced persons.

Mr, Stephens—Wouldn 't it assist the position
if we improved amenities and conditions in the
country?

Mr. TEUSNER—I strongly advocate that.
Land that is being newly developed should be
made available on generous terms to those who
are prepared to take up primary production
activities. The Government ecan play an
important part in this matter and make
suitable land, particularly Crown lands, avail-
able to approved migrants.

Mr. O’Halloran—Where do the Crown. lands
exist?

Mr. TEUSNER—I understand some on
Kangaroo Island are being developed. I am
doubtful whether all the land available will
be used for soldier settlement purposes. In
view of the apathy referred to by the Minister
we may eventually have more land available
than will be required by ex-servicemen. Y do
not mean that I advocate preference for
migrants, because I strongly uphold prefer-
ence for ex-servicemen.

Mr. O’Halloran—Can’t we make more use

of land in settled areas?
" Mr. TEUSNER—I am hoping more land
will become available for land settlement pur-
poses. Perhaps the Government could continue
to exercise its powers respecting undeveloped
land.

Mr. Stott—The migrants would have to
undergo a probationary training period.

Mr. TEUSNER—Many migrants have had
a thorough training overseas. Perhaps they
could serve their contraet. period of two years
in primary production aectivities. - Seeondly, I
suggest that the man on the land should have
made available to him in greater ease than in
the past essential materials to enable him to
carry on produetion. I refer to fencing mater-
ials, galvanized iron, machinery and cement.
Thirdly, T suggest that it should be made eas-
ier for the man on the land to earry on build-
ing operations. I realize that present legis-
lation makes it unnecessary to apply for a
permit for the building of a house if a
cortain price and area is not exceeded. The
experience is that the largest families are
found on farms. Often it is impossible for
the man with a large family to be properly
housed in four rooms. There should be greater
latitude when the primary producer, or the
man working for him, wants to build a home,
Mr. Stephens referred to the provision of
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amenities in the country. On several oceasions
T have referred to this matter and I will not
go into it at length now. I urge the Govern-
ment to comtinue with vigour its policy of
providing water, eleetricity and roads in rural
areas to make conditions easier for outback
people. It was with pleasure that I read the
following in the Governor’s Speech:—

.My Ministers consider that measures should
be taken to make country life more attractive
and to encourage young men to take up life
on the land. To this end the Governmept has
approved of the es’cabhshment of Young Farm-
ers’ Clubs

I urge the Government to give effeet to
that statement and to embark upon a vigorous
poliey of providing amenities for rural areas.
It can be said that already a start has been
made in the provision of them, because in
parts of my district electric power is being pro-
vided, and I hope that in time all rural
people will have electric power available to
them.

Mr. Stephens—Could you not do the same
with other industries, sueh as cement?

Mr. TEUSNER—I have referred previously
to Professor Karmel. He poses the question
whether we may not have gone too far in the
development .of some secondary production,
and asks whether it would not be better to
concentrate on the more essential lines of pro-
duction, and to eschew some of the lines on
the margin of economic produetion which
could be more profitably bought abroad. In
the last few years too much labour has gone
into industries producing luxury lines. Some-
thing should be done to clamp down on indus-
tries engaged in the produetion of mnon-
essential goods.

Mr. Fred Walsh—Would you suggest the
wine making industry as one$

Mr. TEUSNER—No, because it plays an
important part in the economy of the State.
We need only walk down Rundle Street or
King William Street to see the large eollection
of chocolates and sweets in shop windows.
During the war years it was difficult to obtain
them, but in these days there seems to be an
over-production of them. More labour should
be diverted to primary production, and the
production of essential goods. The difficulty
is that we are trying to do too much in too
short a time. We have taken too big a bite
at the apple. During the war years it was
impossible to engage to any large extent in
the production of essential civilian goods, and
we have a great lag to catch up, but we are
trying to do it too quickly, which makes the

position more difficult. While efficiency in our
primary production is second only to that of
New Zealand, and a long way ahead of United
States of America and Canada, the position
is reversed in the industrial field. Aceording
to Mr. Colin Clark, Director of Queensland
Bureau of Industries, and a world authority
on economics, the Australian industrial produe-
tion per man employed was only one-third that
of the United States of America, and whereas
that country with 22 per cent of its labour
foree in secondary industry could export vast
quantities of manufactured articles Australia
with 27 per cent could not even produce it own
requirements. Mr. Clark said that Australia
can now get twice as much secondary produce
in exchange for one unit of primary produce
as she did pre-war, and that this state will
probably last about 20 years. He said that
by failing to concentrate on primary produe-
tion and trying instead to build up our
secondary industry we have incurred an
enormous economie logs, which is now about
£200,000,000 5 year.

The efficiency of our primary production
is reflected in the fact that food ecosts .
are lower in Awustralia than in other coun-
tries. For each hour’s pay the Australian
worker can buy more food than workers
elsewhere. A 1950 survey of 20 counfries by
the United States Department of Labour dis-
closes that Australia was one of the few coun-
tries in which there has been a substantial decline
in the cost of food in terms of working time
gince the war. I ask leave to have a table
showing the index of purchasing power of
hourly earnings in terms of food, taking the
United States of America as 100, inserted in
Hansard without reading it.

Leave granted.

Country. Pre-War. 1950.
Australia .. .. . 92 *107
Austria (Vlenna) . .. 38 *28
Canada .. .. .. .. .. .. 86 *78
Chile .. .. .. /. .. .. 26 37
Czechos]ovakla P : *46
Denmark .. .. .. .. .. .. 73 *73
Finland .. .. .. .... .. 49 *39
Franece (Parls) e .. .. 68 *31
Germany .. .. .. .. .. .. &1 38
Great Brita,in e ee .. .. 46 *62
Hungary .. .. .. .. .. .. 29 *27
Ireland .. F O 7 § 46
Israel .. .. .. .. .. .. B2 63
Ttaly .. .. .. . o oo L. 26 *24
Netherlands .. .. .. .. .. 45 *38
Norway .. .. .. .. .. .. 68 *84
Sweden .. .. .. .. .. .. 60 . *63
Switzerland .. .. .. .. .. 49 46
USSR. .. .. .. 24 14

*Purchasing power of workers with families
is increased by family allowances.
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Mr. Fred Walsh—how were those figures
obtained?

Mr. TEUSNER—The United States Depart-
ment of Labour (Bureau of Labour Statisties)
is a well-known organization and aparently it
made an exhaustive survey. It is of some
gratification to us to know that the Australian
position is better than the position elsewhere.
Australia’s favourable position compared with
other countries was stressed by Mr. H. T.
Armitage, former Governor of the Common-
wealth Bank of Australia, in a broadeast talk
in December, 1950. As reported in Western
Australian Mining and Commercial Beview of
January, 1951, he said:—

Although both prices and wages have been
rising somewhat steeply in Awustralia over the
last two years, it is to be borne in mind that
for the two or three years immediately follow-
ing the termination of the recent war Austra-
lian prices were particularly well held. On
the contrary, prices in America, Great Britain,
and many other countries rose steeply imme-
diately after the war. In other words, Aus-
tralia is, at a later date, getting the inflation-
ary effects of the war which were felt much
earlier by many other countries. In spite of all
this talk about steeply rising prices in Aus-
tralia, I would like to say from my own per-
sonal experience that the Australian pound
today has a greater purchasing power in its
own country than the local currency of almost
any other country in the world. Having
recently returned from a trip abroad, including
England and many Continental ecountries, I
say without hesitation that we still get more
for our money in Australia than almost any
other part of the civilized world.

Much has been said during this debate
regarding inflation. I congratulate the member
for Torrens on his valuable contribution to
the debate. We know him as a member with
convictions, and he certainly spoke with con-
viction on this subject. It appears that the
‘creeping paralysis of inflation has been coming
over us for years, and that some of the initial
and primary ecauses have been the breakdown
of price control in the international sphere
after World War II., the abandonment of
wage pegging late in 1946, the withdrawal of
Commonwealth subsidies. in 1948, and the
introduection of the 40-hour week in New South
Wales in 1947 and throughout Australia in
1048. I do not pose as an authority on these
matters, but I note what gentlemen in the

Commonwealth sphere have to say. The follow-

ing is an extract from a publication entitled
Facts and Figures, issued under the direction
and by the authority of the then Common-
wealth Minister for Information, the Hon. A.

A. Calwell, edition No. 21 for the quarter
ended June 30, 1948:—

The effect of the stabilization plan was to
hold Australian retail prices at 224 per cent
above the pre-war level for three years. In
1946 the price level began to rise again as
price control in the international sphere broke
down after the war. Soaring export and
import prices exerted strong pressure on the
internal price level and the upward movement
really commenced when wage pegging was
abandoned late in 1946.

An extract from Facts and Figures No. 19 for
the quarter ended December 30, 1947, reads as
follows:—

Higher prices are attributed to increased
costs arising from the introduction of a 40-hour
week in New South Wales on July 1, 1947,
abolition of wage pegging, higher import
prices and the withdrawal of some of the
subsidies granted by the Government to
stabilize prices during the war years. Further
increases are expected in 1948, as the full
effects are felt of the introduetion of a 40-°
hour week throughout Australia on January 1,
1948.

There are other factors contributing to the
inflation. Greater efficiency in
production would help solve this problem; in

problem of

this connection I refer mnot only to the work-
ing man. An effort should be made to increase
our etficiency by modernizing industrial plant

‘and by the greater introduection of mechanical

devices. Harder work by all sections is
required, and everyone must have a will to
work.

In his book entitled The Curtain Rises,
Quentin Reynolds refers to an incident which
occurred in the Middle East. General Donald
Connolly was handed a telegram which read
‘¢ Temperature today 129 degrees.’’ Later he
was handed another reading ‘‘Because unex-
pected size latest comvoy to arrive, men afraid
we may fall behind schedule. They suggest
until eargo disposed of their 8-hour day be
inereased to 12.”” General Connolly said
‘‘That’s what I mean about my men never
complaining. Twelve hours’ work in this
kind of heat would kill a native, yet these boys
asked for it. Do you wonder why I’m proud of
them.’”” We in this country have fallen behind
schedule, We have a great leeway to make up
in our housing requirements, coal and steel

‘production, and in the provision of many

essential commodities. While not advoecating
an increase in the working hours, I contend
that, if every citizen of this State and of the
Commonwealth were imbued with the' same
spirit of service as that displayed by those
boys under the General’s command, we would
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soon emerge triumphant from the difficulties

with which we are beset. I support the

motion.

Mr. CHRISTIAN (Eyre)—I express my
pleasure at the election of the new member
for Flinders, who follows a brother who ren-
dered very able and distinguished service in
this Parliament and who is now a member of
the Commonwealth Parliament. I met both
these gentlemen many years ago when I was
a political colt, and they appealed to me then
as two fresh-faced- boys who would some day
make their mark in public life, They have
made that mark, the present member having
rendered very important and valuable service
in other walks of publie life prior to his elee-
tion to this House. I feel certain he will do
well in representing his distriet.

Much has been said in this debate regarding
inflation and many remedies have been
suggested. I do mnot profess to have any
ready-made remedy in my poeket. In fact,
I do not think that even a econjurer could
draw out of the hat any mew or mysterious
remedy. I know of only one which has been
well tried when we have been in a jam-—good
old honest, hard work. That may be scoffed at
by some people in these days when it is sug-
gested we ean produce more by working shorter
hours; but whenever those of us engaged in
industry, particularly primary production,
found ourselves up against it we had to tighten
our belts and put our shoulders to the wheel
more than ever before. When farm mortgages
had to be paid off or the amounts advanced to
soldier settlers repaid, we did not institute a
40-hour week or five day week or decrease our
_production. Only by working a damn sight
harder and longer hours were we able to achieve
the requisite production to earn the necessary
income to meet those commitments. That is
the only way in which it could be done. I took
very strong exception to a statement by the
member for Stuart who rather deprecated.
any criticism from this side of the House of
the lower output in industry genmerally which
is prevalent today. He seemed to think that
our remarks arose from antagonism against
the worker.

Mr. O’Halloran—Don’t they?

Mr. CHRISTIAN—Certainly not. I have
a high regard for the worker, whether he be
in a factory, on a farm, or in any other sphere.
I want to see that the worker’s pay envelope
not only meets  his weekly commitments but
leaves a little over, and that his standard of
living is not only maintained but improved.

. We

Will that desirable objective be achieved by
continually shortening the working week and by
decreasing output? Commonsense must answer
‘“No’’ in every instance. What should be the
number of hours of a worker in industry$
have tried the 40-hour week since
January, 1948, but what has it achieved?
About 1947 we were supplying most of our
own needs of steel and steel produects, but
since the introduction of the 40-hour week we
have been compelled to import huge quantities
at double and treble the local price, and even
so we are not nearly meeting our full require-
ments, Anyone associated with primary pro-
duction knows how difficult it is to get
machinery and machine parts, water piping
and galvanized iren, all of which are required
to maintain and expand our food production.
The mnecessity for expansion has been made
plain by every speaker who has spoken on
the subject, and yet we cannot get these
materials which are so essential to improve
our food position.

Mr. O’Halloran—Is not the shortage due
rather to inereased demand than to lack of
production

Mr. CHRISTIAN—I admit that part is due
to increased demand, but by no means all of
it. Much of it is due to lowered output.
We are not producing today the quantity
of machinery we produced some years ago.

Mr. O’Halloran—If that is so, why is Aus-
tralian production so much cheaper than gver-
seas production?

Mr. CHRISTIAN—That has no relation to
the question I am discussing—that of out-
put, which has declined per man hour. I am
not saying that it has declined in every
industry. Those to which Mr. Tapping
referred have in some instances increased out-
put, but he admitted that in some cases it was
due to greater mechanization. There is no
gainsaying the faet that our output is declin-
ing. I give one instance by citing from the
report of the Royal Commission on Transport,
which refers specifically to one branch of ser-

vice industry showing a lowered output. In

speaking of the waterfront position it says:—

The rate of handling cargo has steadily
decreased from 25 to 30 tons per gang hour
before the recent war to 15 to 18 tons per
hour at the present time.

That is one instance of lowered output,
despite all the arguments used in this House
to  whitewash the waterfront position.
Mechanization on the waterfront has advaneed
since pre-war days. I could give other instances
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showing lowered output in many fields of
industry. The number of men per gang has
also been increased since pre-war days, and
yet the output is so much less.

Mr. McAlees—You are talking of something
you know nothing about.

Mr. CHRISTIAN—My authority is the
Harbors Board, and surely it knows what it is
talking about. I am not referring to the ques-
tion in any spirit of hostility. The 40-hour
week is having an adverse effect upon’ the
Australian workers’ standard of living. What
good has it done them?%

Mr. Stephens—We challenge the figures you
gave. ‘

Mr. CHRISTIAN—Correct them if you can.
Why do you get so hot under the collar?

Mr. McAlees—Because the figures are not
correct.

Mr. Fred Walsh—You would have the men
working 60 hours a week.

Mr. CHRISTIAN—I refute that. All we
want is weekly hours of work which will main-
tain production and improve our standard of
living. I am not concerned for the employers’
interests, but mainly for the employees’ own
interests, which are being badly served by
this shortening of hours and lowering of out-
put.

Mr. .Fred Walsh—That is a reflection on the
Arbitration Court.

Mr. CHRISTIAN—Many a time I have
heard eriticisms from the other side of the
House of the Arbitration Courts and their
personnel. I am entitled to say that when it
awarded the 40-hour week it was a mistake.
Influences were brought to bear on that
ocecasion which virtually gave the court no
option but to grant the request. Now that the
40-hour week has been tried and found want-
ing so lamentably, is it pot time that the
position was reviewed and another approach
made to the court for an amendment of the
conditionn? I agree with the Hon. 8. W.
Jeffries when he says we should make that
approach and have the hours inereased to 44.
And why not?

Mr. O’Halloran—Would you work those
hours in five or six shifts?

Mr. CHRISTIAN—T am not concerned with
the number- of shifts. All I know is that 40
hours are not sufficient to give the production
needed. )

Mr. O’Halloran—The number of shifts has
an jmportant bearing.

Mr. CHRISTIAN—That is for the court
to decide, or it could be by arrangement

between employers and employees. The

‘number of hours should definitely be increased

to at least 44. 1 am not one who helieves in
long hours just for long hours’ sake. If we
can achieve reasonable production with 44
hours, well and good. Why should the workers
work only 40 hours? '

Mr. Fred Walsh—It was decided by the
court after months of investigation.

Mr. CHRISTIAN—Does it hurt anyone to
work 44 hours? Did it ever hurt anyone to
work 48 hours? Last year I cited reports,
which diselosed that not only was the 40-hour
week not being worked, but that the effeetive
hours of work in many factories were only 35.
I can take honourable members to places in
the State where instead of a 5-day week being
worked the effective number is omly 4. I
know of cases where the men engaged on road
work spend the whole of Monday morning
travelling to the job, and on Friday work stops
at lunch time, the rest of the day being spent
in returning home. If one travels around the
State one sees plant which has costs tens of
thousands of pounds lying idle most of the
time. Mechanization has been forced upon us
by the lack of manpower, and the machines are
not as effective as they could be in reducing
the cost of public and other works because
they are standing idle most of the time.
Instead of their being utilized for 40 or 44
hours a week, they should be in operation in
shifts so that we could get our money’s worth
out of them and then our roads would be in
something like decent shape. We have gone
too far in the application of a principle which
is always insisted upon so strongly by our
friends of the Labor Party—one man one job.
That has been taken to such a pernicious
extreme that we have a duplication of man-
power on many jobs, and thus we are increas-
ing the ecost of production per umit and
absorbing more men than are really required.
Let me give an example of this principle being
carried to extreme which I saw the other day
in my street. It was a Saturday afternoon and
perhaps there was some. reason for the job
being undertaken then. Three men in a huge
truck belonging to the Postal Department
drove into the street to attend to some tele-
phone wires. There was the truck driver who
must not do anything but drive the truck,
another man. to hold the ladder and he
must not touch anything else, and then
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the third man who climbed the ladder and twid-
dled around with the telephone wires for a
few minutes. They then drove off in the
truck. It was a job that a boy on a bieycle
could have done in mo time. In faet it was
such a simple job that it definitely did not
warrant three men in a huge truck, incurring
heavy costs. Who pays for it? We are
always inclinded to forget that these exces-
give costs in the field of labour are borne
ultimately by the consumer, and in the majority
of cases he is the basic wage earner.

Mr. O’Halloran—1I suggest that you refer the
complaint to Mr. Anthony, Country Party
Postmaster-General.

Mr. CHRISTIAN—This state
existed long before he assumed office.
because of the insistence of the pernicious
prineiple of ‘‘one man one job’’ earried to the
extreme, .

Mr. O’Halloran—A man should not risk his
own life by climbing a ladder unless he has
someone at the base.

Mr. CHRISTIAN—Haven’t we all risked our
lives at times and thought nothing of it¢ That
sort of thing can be carried too far, and it
costs us too mueh. I shall give some examples
of what we are paying for the principles
enforced today in our factories and other
places of production.

Mr. O’Halloran—For safety precautions?

Mr. CHRISTIAN—No. I shall quote
figures from the Stateman’s Pocket Year Book
for 1949 of the value of output per employee
to illustrate my point.  In the year 1948-49
there were 75,945 factory employees and the
net value of factory output was £43,667,633.
In the same year in the three primary-produc-
ing  industries—agriculture, pastoral and
dairying—there were 42,571 persons employed.
The value of their production was £48,139,000.
The value of factory output per employee was
£575, whereas in the primary industries it
was £1,130, practically doumble that of the
factories. That proves that in primary
industries people have to work mueh harder
and longer hours.

Mr, O’Halloran—How were the figures for
the primary industries influenced by high
export prices?

Mr. CHRISTIAN—The prices were not
inflated then as they are today. The price
of wheat was 10s. 53d. a bushel and wool was
44.14d. a Ib. I am taking an average pro-
duction year, not a year of inflated prices.

of affairs

Mr. O’Halloran—Do you say they were the
average prices for wheat and wool?

It is

Mr. CHRISTIAN—You can sdy for a quin-
quennial period.

Mr. O’Halloran—They were not. They were
three times as much in one case and four
times as much in the other.

Mr. CHRISTIAN—The honourable member
ig referring to pre-war prieces, but I am not.
I am taking the average prices for the 5-year
period just ended. I shall give the production
figures of a typical single farm unit of an
average size where all the work has to be
performed by the farmer himself except at odd
times of the year. I know of many farms
where the farmer does the great bulk of the
work and only has help at shearing time and
harvesting time for bagging and carting grain.
A typical farmer has 250 aeres under wheat .
and obtains an average of 12 bushels to the
acre. This would yield 3,000 bushels of wheat.
He would run 300 sheep with an average clip
of 10 Ib. and at the prices I have quoted the
value of his output would be £1,575 for wheat
and £550 for wool, a total income of £2,125.

Mr. O’Halloran—Gross value?

Mr. CHRISTIAN-—Yes.

" Mr. O’Halloran—You previously gave us net
values.

Mr. CHRISTIAN—That is so.

Mr. O’Halloran—That alters the position
entirely.

Mr. CHRISTIAN-—Not in regard to farm
production because my farm production figures
were net values as indieated in the Statesman’s
Pocket Year Book. i

Mr. O’Halloran—Your later figures were
totally different.

Mr. CHRISTIAN—To some extent, never-.
theless they illustrate my point that the people
engaged in our rural food-producing industries
have to work much harder than those in
factories. This does not harm their health,
for their constitutions are as good as those
of other people, if not better. Hard work
has never killed anybody and a bit more of it
in our factories and other allied industries
would be the best antidote to remedy our
present inflationary position. Further, it would
maintain and perhaps improve the standard
of living of the average worker. What good
has the 40-hour week done for anybody?

Mr. McAlees—Put years on people’s lives.

Mr. CHRISTIAN—TI do not think so. Many
people do not know what to do with their extra
leisure and this is taking years off their lives.

Mr. Stephens—That applies to many direc-
tors and managers of companies who never pro-
duce anything.
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Mr. CHRISTIAN—That may be. I am not
speaking in their defence, but in defence of
the worker because I do not want to see his
standard of living lowered. Further, our food
production programme is in jeopardy because
we cannot get enough machinery or essential
commodities such as fencing wire and water

piping. During the war the position was
better than it is today.
Mr. O’Halloran—You had a better Com-

monwealth Government then.

Mr. CHRISTTAN—We had a better output.
Everybody was putting his shoulder to the
wheel in order that the nation might survive.
Would not the same remedy be as effective
_today as it was then? A better outlook,
improved work, and increased production would
overcome our problems. The Leader of the
Opposition referred to the lower cost' of Aus-
tralian commodities. Surely they should be
.cheaper than imported commodities. We have
the tremendous advantage that most of the
raw materials required in our factories are
obtainable right on our own doorsteps. We
have the best iron deposits in the world and
adequate coal supplies and basic metals.
Surely, with cheap raw materials, the costs of
our processed commodities should be lower
‘than those anywhere else in the world?
Great Britain has to import most of the basie
raw materials for the manufacture of steel
whereas we have them in our own country;
more than that, we have eontrolled food prieces.
The Australian- ‘farmer feeds the consumer
in this country with far cheaper wheat than
can be bought by consumers in any other part
of the world, and this is another factor making
for lower cost of production and cheaper cost
of living. '

Mr. O’Halloran—But the farmer still gets
cost of production price.

Mr. CHRISTIAN—I am not debating that.
I am simply deducing that as one of the
factors contributing materially to a lower price
for our ‘Australian made commodities. I now
want to refer briefly to another important
problem  with which we are faced, namely, the
transportation of our materials and com-
modities. This has unquestionably become a
very serious and urgent matter. Our railways,
by virtue of shortages of rolling stock, man-
power and probably other reasons, are quite
unable to cope with the movement of goods.
Our shipping has not been able to keep pace
with the demands upon it, and our roads were
never designed to carry the tremendous traffie
they have to cope with by virtue of the failure,

or partial failure, of other means of transport.
Not only is our shipping handicapped by the
slow turn-round in ports, but we are also faced
with a very serious decline in the number of
small coastal vessels which used to cater, to a
large extent, for the movement of grain, super-
phosphate and other commodities to and from
the centres of distribution and outports. At
one time the whole of our grain from the
outports was moved by what was known as
the mosquito fleet; that fleet has greatly
diminished in numbers and so we are faced
with the problem of further loading our tail-
ways or having the goods transported by road.
Unfortunately, the railways have not sufficient
rolling stock to cope with the increased
demand.

"The Hon. M. McIntosh—We are handling
38 per cent more freight than prior to the war.

Mr. CHRISTIAN—Nevertheless it is by no
means adequate. In my view we are concen-
trating too mueh upon luxury items and not
sufficiently upon essentials. A great deal
has been said in this debate in regard to the
many luxury goods being produced to the
exclusion- of essentials, but we should put our
own house in order in that regard, particularly
in respeet of the railways. We hear much
about the wonderful new twinette and roomette
cars and other elaborate rolling stock for
passengers devéloped in recent years and now in
commisgion on the overland route. I say
there should have been greater concentration
upon essential commodity-carrying rolling stock.

The Hon. M. MeIntosh—An immense pro-
gramme in that direction is now being carried
out.

Mr. CHRISTIAN—However that may be
today we are reaping the results of an inade-
quate programme in years gone by. On Eyre
Peninsula the position is acute. Tens of
thousands of tons of grain have had to be
shifted by road, not only from the outports
from which it is normally taken by ketches,
but from railway sidings. At many sidings
the grain of two years’ harvests is now con-
centrated, and the railway authorities have
welcomed road transport taking over their job
because they have been umable to funetion
adequately. That is a very serious state of
affairs, because, not only are the railways
losing essential revenue, which is badly enough
needed in all conscience, but our roads are being
hammered to pieces. The roads on Eyre
Peninsula are mainly brattenized or graded
earth roads which cannot stand up to the
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tremendous pounding by heavy lorries and semi-
trailers carrying huge loads of .grain. Unfor-
tunately, a great deal of this transportation
has taken place during this wet winter. I have
had the experience of making three or four
trips through my district this year, and on each
"occasion it was almost a nightmare to get
along because the roads had been seriously
ploughed up by this heavy traffic. It has dis-
rupted not only ordinary communications, but
the regular passenger serviee, and this has
most_seriously inconvenienced the public. On
my last trip one of ‘our very highly prized
passengers services, viz., the service to Streaky
Bay and Ceduna was six hours late. The
stress and strain which that imposes, not only
upon service operators but travellers, ean be
easily imagined. Unless we do something to
improve our rolling stock our railways will
deteriorate still further.  District councils
simply ecannot cope with the damage being
inflicted upon ‘their roads. In most cases they
have sufficient plant to do the work, but
because of restrictions on working hours,
shortage of manpower and other incidentals
they cannot carry their programmes through,
and everyone suffers as a consequence. We
should concentrate more on the requirements
for the transportation of essential commodities.

The Hon. M. MeIntosh—I think you will
find that is being dome.

Mr. CHRISTIAN—I regard
traffic as one of the frills—

The Hon. M. MeIntosh—It is the most profit-

passenger

able and helps to keep down the freight in

other directions.

Mr. CHRISTIAN—That may be so, but it is
not helping in the transportation of essential
commodities. We have all this great quantity
of grain becoming weevil infested, and
deteriorating from the weather; it is a serious
situation and one to which we must apply
ourselves, or the food situation, which is said
to be deteriorating, can only grow worse from
day to day. I deplore the recent action of the
Government itself in further redueing the
hours of work in the PRublic Service. Why
shouldn’t public servants work a 40-hour week?
Is there any good reason why they should work
only 37% I know of none. When the 40-
hour week was introduced all faetory and other
workers were required to work 40 hours. Hours
for the Public Service have been reduced to
about 37. Why?

Mr. Frank Walsh—When did they ever work

40 hours a week?
Al

Mr. CHRISTIAN~-I do not know, but there
is no reason why they should not.
Mr. Frank Walsh-—Why should they?

Mr, CHRISTIAN—If everybody else works
40 hours or more a week why should those in
white-collar jobs not work 40 hours? Thirty-
seven hours a week in normal times in insuffi-
cient for the work that has to be done. If a
40-hour week were worked in the Public Ser-
vice we would not need so many servants. The
Federal Government is talking about reducing
the Commonwealth Public Service by 10,000
employees. That could be easily achieved if
a 40-hour week were instituted. We could
then dispense with many surplus officers. What
justification is there for those workers being
favoured by working a shorter week than those
engaged in other industries? We urgently need
manpower in other forms of production.
Another aspect of the 40-hour week is the
depletion of manpower in primary industries.
That is one of the effeets of the much vaunted
40-hour week. How would those engaged in
primary production get on if a 40-hour week
on the one-man one-job principle was worked?
On a farm where a single man today produces
£2,000 worth of commodities he would have to
employ half a dozen men to achieve the same
result. Only one man would be allowed to
drive a tractor, whilst another would not be
allowed to do anything except milk cows.
Somebody else would not be able to do any-
thing exeept pitch hay; there would have to
be another man to stack the hay, and so on.
If that principle is to be applied to other
spheres of production why not apply it to
our primary industries? It could be dome if
we were prepared to pay the cost. I have
heard none of the advocates of shorter hours
and lowered output say that dairymen should
work only five days a week and 40 hours.

Mr. Fred Walsh—We wanted to bring them
under the Industrial Code so that they could
get decent hours and conditions.

Mr. CHRISTTIAN—What if they were, and
all the other principles that the honourable
member advocates were applied? Where would
we be for food production and what prices
would consumers have to pay? Wheat would
not be available at 7s. 2d. a bushel or milk
and butter at their present relatively low prices.

Mr. Fred Walsh—And woolgrowers would
not be getting such a high price for wool.

Mr. CHRISTIAN—Probably, but I am not
advoeating the principles that the honourable
member advocates. If they were applied
logically to every other industry in the country
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we would soon become bankrupt and our
economy would be broken down in no time.
The honourable member raised no objection to
the output of the primary producer, to his long
hours of toil and the hard work he does so
that cheap foodstuffs can be made available
to consumers.

Mr. Fred Walshb—And when producers can-
not get the prices they want for butter and
potatoes they will not bring them into market.

Mr. CHRISTIAN—Australian consumers get
wheat much cheaper than world parity priee.
The’ wheatgrowers are willing to assist there.
We are mnot complaining, and mnever did. I
have made these observations, not in any
spirit of hostility towards members on the
Opposition benches, many of whom are my best
friends, or in any antagonism towards the
workers they represent, and whom I represent.
I am a worker and proud of it. I am proud
of the fact that I have done many a day’s hard
work which does mot hurt anybody; neither
will it hurt anybody to do a bit for himself,
bome of the principles in operation today are
not any good to the workers in industry, or
to anvbody else.  Years ago when we had
people doing a variety of jobs, mstead of the
highly specialized work in the extreme that

we have today, we developed all-rounders—
people who were able to do many things for
themselves—but today they have to run to
the Government or somebody else to get things
done for them. Today, because of the highly-
specialized jobs and the one-man one-job
principle these persons are no- longer eapable.
of doing anything for themselves. They appear
to have no desire to broaden their outlook about
other matters. Hard work develops character
for people to do things for themselves. It
makes them far better citizens and for that
reason they are of far more use to the State
than when working under a high state of
specialization. I do not blame the worker
himself because he is continually being led
up the garden path towards shorter hours and
lowered output. We should be honest enough
to admit that this is not helping the worker
or doing him any good. The only way to
salvation is a return to the days of harder
work and, if necessary, longer hours.

Mr. FRANK WALSH obtained the adjourn-
ment of the debate.

ADJOURNMENT.
At 9.29 pm. the House adjourned until
Wednesday, August 15, at 2 p.m.




