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the House of Assembly Notice Paper if they are lodged in the
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY normal manner and in a suitable form.

| remind the Minister that there are no formal facilities for
Wednesday 25 June 1997 the tabling of documents before the Committee. However,
documents can be supplied to the Chair for distribution to the
Committee during the day. Incorporation of material in
Hansardis permitted on the same basis as applies in the
: . House of Assembly; that is, it must be purely statistical and
Chairman: e . . ;
Mr J.K.G. Oswald limited to one page in length. AII'qyesnons are to be directed
T to the Minister, not to the Minister's advisers, but the
Members: Minister may refer questions to advisers for a response. | also
o advise that for the purposes of the Committee there will be
Mr R.L. Brokenshire L .
some freedom allowed for television coverage for a period of
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Mr C.J. Caudell short filming from the northern gallery behind the Chair. |
Mr R.D. Clarke. now invite the Minister to introduce his officers and make a
Mr M.R. De Laine brief opening statement. | will also offer that opportunity to
Mr M.D. Rann the Leader of the Opposition, after which we will move to
Mr G. Scalzi questions.

The Hon. D.C. Wotton: This Government has kept its
promise to improve the environment and, in turn, the well-
being of all South Australians. We recognise that environ-
mental and natural resource management is a significant
contributor to the economic development and job creation
. prospects of our State. Since coming to office three years ago,
Department of Environment and Natural Resources, e have achieved a number of firsts. We have commenced

The Committee met at 11 a.m.

$67 969 000 the implementation of the three major action-based environ-
. ' mental strategies: a cleaner South Australia, a greener South
Witness: Australia, and restoring the River Murray.

The Hon. D.C. Wotton, Minister for the Environmentand  These initiatives provide a blueprint for the State’s present
Natural Resources, Minister for Family and Communityand future environmental efforts. The landmark $4 million
Services and Minister for the Ageing. Mount Lofty Summit redevelopment has been completed. We

have initiated major improvements to road, visitor and

Departmental Advisers: ecotourism facilities in our national parks. These have

Mr J. Scanlon, Chief Executive. included the Wilpena Pound redevelopment, the Naracoorte

Mr A. Holmes, Director, Natural Resources. Caves Interpretive Centre and the redevelopment of roads at

Ms A. Harvey, Director, Corporate Services. Innes, Coffin Bay and Kangaroo Island. Operation Bounce-

Mr R. Thomas, Director, Office of the Environment back is also successfully tackling the feral animal problem in
Protection Authority. the Flinders Ranges National Park.

Mr D. Carmen, Manager, Corporate Development. These improvements will help to boost South Australia’s

share of the ecotourism market whilst creating opportunities

The CHAIRMAN: | remind members that during the to protect and conserve some 21 million hectares of national
course of the day if anyone wishes to make a change we ne@arks—the largest area and the largest percentage of parks
the appropriate discharge form. If the Minister undertakes tgoverage of any mainland State in Australia. We have
supply information at a later date, this must be in a formactively advocated for the national clean-up and remediation
suitable for insertion irHansard and two copies must be of the River Murray—South Australia’s lifeline.
submitted no later than 11 July to the Clerk of the House of This Government instigated the Murray-Darling 2001
Assembly. | propose to allow the lead speaker of the Opposinitiative, which now has the overwhelming support of both
tion and the Minister to make an opening statement, if theyhe Commonwealth Government and the Murray-Darling
desire, of about 10 minutes, but no more than 15 minute®asin partner States through the Murray-Darling Basin
There will be a flexible approach to the giving of the call to Commission. This exciting project aims to make substantial
ask questions based on the usual three questions per memiy@provements in the health of the Murray-Darling Basin's
alternating either side. Members will also be allowed a briehatural resources by increasing the current level of funding
supplementary question to conclude a line, but | emphasidgy $300 million over the next five years.
that it must be a ‘supplementary’ question. The Murray-Darling 2001 initiative will have significant

Subject to the convenience of the Committee, a membdong-lasting benefits not only for our State but also for the
who is outside the Committee may wish to ask a questiomation as a whole. That we have taken on this responsibility
That can be done at the conclusion of the line of questionings something about which we can be very proud. Comple-
by the Committee members, but notice must be given to thmenting the Murray-Darling 2001 initiative is the agreement
Chair. Questions must be based on lines of expenditure dxy all Basin States to put a cap on water diversions from the
revealed in the Estimates of Receipts and Payments Prograiger systems in the Murray-Darling Basin.
Paper No. 2. Reference may be made to other documents, We have spearheaded major cleaner production efforts
including the Program Estimates and Information, butwithinindustry (securing a $1 million investment in this area)
members must identify a page number or program in thevhich have improved environmental technology, productivity
relevant financial papers from which their question is derivedand export potential. In implementing our policies, the
Questions not asked at the end of the day may be placed @wovernment has established strong community and business
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partnerships. Our collaborative partnership with the South Secondly, this Government’s recently announced Parks
Australian business community is also opening doors té&genda aims to increase community and business involve-
exciting opportunities overseas whilst building an exportment and awareness of the State’s 21 million hectares of
environment business for this State. In particular, theparks. The Government has allocated an additional
Government is committed to developing the State’s expertis#30 million over the next six years to improve management
in water management and to the export of this expertise. practices in the parks system. Of this expenditure, an

The South Australian community is supporting this additional $2.5 million will be aIIo_c_ated in this year’s budget
Government's approach to dealing with environmental issue$0 the Parks Agenda and $.5 million to the development of
In particular, South Australia’s national parks benefit fromWaterfall Gully. The State Government's commitment to the
the services of some 7 000 volunteers each year. Their if2arks Agenda will steadily increase expenditure to
kind support is conservatively valued each year af$5.5 millionin 1999-2000.
$4.5 million. For instance, 90 Friends of Parks Group, 40 This Government also has a strong track record in water
Campground Hosts, 18 Consultative Committees togethdesources management. South Australians have always had
with around 40 overseas volunteers and members of tH€gard for water as a precious resource, and | have also
National Parks Foundation provide diverse types of suppodvocated strongly for other Governments in Australia to
to our parks system. This support includes: work activitied?€come more ‘water conscious’. This Government has shown
on-park and a variety of project work, including fundraising.Very special commitment to our State's water resources,
These volunteers provide a bridge between National Park€flected in part by the introduction and successful passage

and Wildlife and the wider community. They truly ensure thatof & landmark new Water Resources Act paving the way for
our parks belong to all South Australians. community-based catchment management, and providing for

the establishment of boards in rural catchments of our State

Moreover, through their high level of commitment, I banised At this st th boards f
involvement and participation in conservation and environds Weltas urbanised areas. IS Stage, thre€ new boaras for

mental programs, South Australians are ensuring that we ame River Murray, Onkaparinga River and Gawler River

regarded as among the most environmentally Conscio%ﬁs&r&ents are in the process of being established under the

community in this country. We are the envy of other States. N . . .
The 1997-98 budget will help build on numerous efforts in We are also pursuing, in conjunction with the Torrens and
atawalonga Catchment Water Management Boards,

the environment and natural resources portfolio that are no " .
gpportunities to improve urban stormwater through the

coming to fruition. The demands on Government today ar
g y -\gevelopment of urban wetlands. The Urrbrae wetland, opened

in a clean and healthy environment. In this year's buolgetrecently, will soon be followed by a wetland at Glenside and

issues of air, water and the marine environment, landcare a e at R.e'qs Road in t_he River Torrens !_lnear Park, V\{'th
remediation, habitat restoration and conservation wil h(_ers still in the pIann_lng stage. I_Drotect|on of_the marine
continue to be given a high profile environment generally is encouraging the sustainable use of

. . is State’s valuable resources. There will be a significant
The 1997-98 budget provides for recurrent expenditure Ob{;cus of activity over the next 12 months as the Government

$128.4 million, with a capital works budget of $29.8 million. ., q|
This is a $2.5 million increase in recurrent spending and a E
$7.8 million increase in capital spending over 1996-97. Th

ops a marine and estuarine strategy for South Australia.
ollowing concerns raised by this Government about the

§ong-term sustainable health of the Murray-Darling Basin
Government's budget approach for 1997-98 has been Eﬂ/stem, the Murray-Darling Basin ministerial council

bO'SteF capital investment Wh”? at t_he Same _time redu_d_n%ndorsed a series of recommendations which, for the first
operating costs through continuing with strategic productivityyje "\l limit the total volume of water diverted from the

improvements. In addition, a number of significant projects,sjns river systems. This will ensure that as much water as
fgtnd(?d last yt(ajar, such f?sf paé/mer}ts rel?ﬁlngcto the Hume Eﬁﬂbssible is kept in the rivers to provide a sustainable environ-
sltuation, and once-olf funding from the Lommonwealin,anta) flow, enabling issues such as deteriorating water

have been replaced by new projects and responsibilities sugm\

. uality, salinity, silt deposition, nutrient levels, blue-green
as increased costs for the MDBC call-up, coastal sandigae and habitat degradation to be more adequately ad-

replenishment a_nd, of course, th? P_arks Agenda. dressed. In recognition of South Australia’s historically
As | have said, South Australia is at the forefront of aconservative and responsible approach to water resources
number of environmental initiatives and | want to rEfermanagement’ this State has retained its existing water
brleﬂy to some of these projects. The Government has allocations for the River Murray_
strong focus on promoting our parks system and Botanic The implementation of the Environment Protection Act
Gardens not only as a tourism and recreation attraction bieralded a new era of environmental protection and standards
also as a means of involving communities, includingfor the community, with greater certainty for industry and
Aboriginal communities, in their management. small business. The collaborative approach to environment
Two initiatives are particularly noteworthy—the Mount protection, through means including environmental improve-
Lofty Botanic Garden and the Parks Agenda. First, inment programs and a cleaner production program, has proved
recognition of the Botanic Gardens being the most visitedhat South Australian industries recognise the gains that a
tourist destination in South Australia, with more thancleaner environment can bring to all sectors of the community
1.5 million visitors each year, the announcement by thend are keen to work with this Government to help achieve
Premier of an allocation of $950 000 for the Mount Lofty this goal. This year the Office of Environment Protection will
Botanic Garden ecotourism infrastructure is a most approprbuild on the achievements of the cleaner production program
ate and welcome initiative. The improvements to this facilitythrough a pollution prevention program to be undertaken in
this year will include further development to car parking, collaboration with small to medium enterprises.
roads, paths and interpretation, which will link with the  Interms of managing our waste, there will continue to be
Cleland/Summit development. a strong focus on waste management and litter. The integrated
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waste management strategy for metropolitan Adelaide 199%bflation, these cuts to the recurrent budget had taken out
to 2015 is being implemented through a number of programs12.8 million. To be fair, the capital side of expenditure had
including the constructive partnership between the Environincreased, but mostly in the area of new information tech-
ment Protection Authority and the South Australiannology for land administration.

Employers’ Chamber. The Minister’s first capital budget was about the same as

These are but a handful of examples of the environmentdl993-94 at $11.6 million. In 1995-96, capital expenditure
initiatives of the Government. There are many more, alincreased to $18.7 million as major projects to upgrade
showing the characteristics for which this Government ignformation technology and the construction of new facilities
known: the careful and best expenditure of funds in collaborat Mount Lofty were commenced. In 1996-97, capital
ative partnerships with industry and the community. Thisexpenditure increased to $22 million as expenditure on
pattern has also been shown to give a high degree of oirformation technology exceeded $7 million. This shows how
ground commitment to environment programs, ensuring ththe Government moved its priorities from environmental
future sustainability of these programs. The highlights of thenanagement by cutting recurrent budgets and increasing
1997-98 budget are significant. There will be a strong focusapital spending on new technology for land administration
on capital works in our national parks, our coastal regions andnd a new tourist facility on Mount Lofty which arguably
in our Torrens Title system, whilst our recurrent expenditureshould have been funded by tourism and not by the environ-
will be used to continue to improve the State’s environmentment.
park system and a range of service delivery expectations This year the Committee is faced with the task of trying
across the portfolio. to unravel a budget that is disguised by changes to the

In closing, | believe that many of the achievements of theecording of several major transactions in both receipts and
Department of Environment and Natural Resources have begayments. For example, it will be noted that the estimates for
ground-breaking. The public of South Australia is seeingotal recurrent expenditure jumped from $105 million in
many results. This is because this Government has seriousl96-97 to $128 million in 1997-98 because of changes in the
addressed the major environmental issues confronting owvay expenditure is recorded.

State, including the clean up of the Patawalonga and the For the first time on the expenditure side, the environment
Torrens, the clean up of the Murray-Darling Basin, thebudget includes the Murray-Darling Basin call-up, estimated
management of our national parks, the protection of whaleat $16.4 million this year. This figure includes South
and sea lions in the Great Australian Bight, the managememtustralia’s ongoing annual contribution to the Murray-
of the Lake Eyre basin and catchment, the biodiversity of th®arling Basin Commission and funding for the Murray-
State (including the Adelaide Plains), the long-term managedarling 2001 project announced by the Minister in last year’s
ment of our waste, the protection of our air quality, thebudget. Although this is not new money and the annual
development of the Mount Lofty Summit and the protectionMurray-Darling contribution was previously shown in the old
and enhancement of our coasts. EWS budget, the payment is highlighted in the Premier’s

These are but a few highlights of our achievements tdudget pamphlet this year as a $10.2 million increase for the
date. The spin-offs obtained from creating exports of ouenvironment. This is the old smoke and mirrors trick.
intellectual capacity in a number of portfolio areas will be  On the revenue side, there are new entries for contribu-
considerable. This Government has not been afraid to tackléns to the Murray-Darling 2001 project totalling almost
the hard issues. In so doing it has won the support of th&3 million and revenue of $4 million hypothecated from the
community and the business sector, which is proven by thejetroleum products licence fees for the first time. The
greater involvementin DENR’s program. In this partnershipMinister has not addressed the hard issues and South
of joint responsibility we will ensure that our future environ- Australians are going to demand answers to a lot of questions
mental legacy to future generations of South Australians wilbefore the next election. The punters will want to know about
be greatly improved. the Government’s attitude to exploration and mining in

Mr CLARKE: | will read the opening statement for the reserves; the lack of resources for our national parks and
Opposition and the lead questions will then go the statesmauildlife conservation; why capital works projects are recycled
of our Party, the Leader of the Opposition. Even though thisnstead of using consumer goods; why the Minister has been
was supposed to be an election budget packed with goodiesilent on plans to dump polluted stormwater into the gulf at
before the ink was dry a report appeared inAldeertiseron ~ West Beach; and the reason for the lack of resources for the
11 June that Liberal MPs were jockeying for the Minister'sEnvironmental Protection Authority.
job. This must have been very disheartening for the Minister On 28 May the Minister told Parliament that the Mount
who this year tried to redress some of the cuts he had madefty development was the Government’s greatest symbol of
to the recurrent budget over the past three years. | guess thatccess in parks management. The Minister’s cafe at Mount
is the price the Minister pays for loyalty to the former Lofty was built at a cost to the rest of the parks system and,
Premier. Given the uncertainty of whether the Minister will given this year’s cut for conservation management and the
appear before this Committee next year, | will briefly reflectongoing shortage of park staff, no-one will question the
on the commitment to the environment by the LiberalMinister’s claim. While the Mount Lofty cafe was funded in
Government under this Minister’s stewardship. After cuttingthe 1996-97 capital budget of $4 million, the 1995-96
the 1994 recurrent budget, the Minister made the followingorogram of capital works flowing from the parks review to
Machiavellian statement: cost $5.8 million disappeared from the budget.

The budget has been developed to reflect the priorities of the It will be interesting today to hear the Minister defend this
Government in environment and natural resources. That cut wasudget, knowing that in the next few weeks he will have to
indeed a true reflection. highlight its shortcomings by making election promises about
The Minister then went on to reflect these priorities bywhat the Government plans to do for the environment.
cutting the first three recurrent budgets in cash terms The CHAIRMAN: I declare the proposed payments open
compared with 1993-94. In real terms after allowing forfor examination and refer members to pages 34 and 238 to
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240 in the Estimates of Receipts and Payments, and pages The Hon. M.D. RANN: All the EPA documents, reports
407 to 418 in the Program Estimates and Information bookand memos will be released publicly?
| call on the Leader of the Opposition to ask the first question. Mr Thomas: That could occur as part of that process, but
The Hon. M.D. RANN: | refer to page 410, in relationto no doubt it will have to go through proper FOI process. |
environmental protection, and in particular in relation to thedoubt that there is any commercial-in-confidence material
Bolivar sewage odour problem that has been dominating athere, but it will still have to go through that proper process.
of our thoughts in recent months. Is the Minister prepared t@8ut there is nothing in the EPA that | believe has been
table in Parliament, provide to this Estimates Committee ocovered up. We go to the matter last year, and | think it is
to release publicly the Environmental Protection Agency’sbest that | provide you with a separate report on the outcome
reports and memos concerning the Bolivar odour problem thithere, because there were a number of issues at large. | cannot
year and the correspondence between the EPA and Unitedcall fully, but from memory no environmental harm was
Water and SA Water, in order to satisfy the public that therecaused by that incident. But it is best that | provide you with
has not been a cover-up about what actually happened atseparate report on it.
Bolivar? The Hon. D.C. Wotton: It would be interesting to know
The Hon. D.C. Wotton: The first thing that the Leader what the previous Government did about the spill from the
should realise is that the EPA is an independent authority an@hristies Beach plant in 1993, which was far more significant
it will be up to the independent authority to make anythan anything we have seen during the time that this Govern-
recommendations to the Government on whether it should bment has been in office.
released publicly. The Hon. M.D. RANN: Will the Minister categorically
The Hon. M.D. RANN: Will the Minister be making any deny that United Water or SA Water have not approved or
recommendations to the EPA that it should be, in the publiallowed the discharge of untreated or partially treated sewage
interest? Would you like, as Minister, to see it releasedrom the Barker Inlet into Gulf St Vincent since the incident
publicly? in February 1996, which was not reported to the EPA and in
The Hon. D.C. Wotton: This Government is not in the respect of which there followed no prosecution, and to his
business of hiding vital material and | would repeat that itknowledge have there been any releases since then?
will be up to the independent authority. | should hope thatthe The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | have not been made aware of
Leader would recognise that any representation made to amy of that information. The Environment Protection
independent authority, such as the EPA, from the MinisteAuthority is responsible under the legislation—it is an
would be minimal. independent authority—but | am not aware that any of that
The Hon. M.D. RANN: ltis interesting, in terms of the information has been made available to me. | will ask
usual complaint when we put in FOI documents, that they ar&Ir Thomas if he wishes to comment.
Cabinet documents and therefore cannot be released. Mr Thomas: We licence the Bolivar sewage plant. A
Certainly, | will be FOI-ing these documents, and thesignificant part of that licence is to upgrade the plant to treat
Minister has just confirmed that they are EPA documents, ndhe effluent that is discharged into the ocean. It is no secret
of the Cabinet variety, so there will be no problems releasinghat effluent causes harm, hence the environment improve-
them. It has been reported that in February last year Uniteghent program to 2001. This program forms part of the policy
Water allowed millions of litres of partially treated sewageunder the Marine Environment Protection Act which has been
to be discharged from the Barker Inlet into Gulf St Vincentincorporated into the Environment Protection Act, a biparti-
without first seeking the advice or permission of the EPA orsan piece of legislation from early 1990. It is important that
even reporting it to the EPA for several weeks. Of course, th#he licence reflect the current quality of effluent that goes out
EPA controls the licensing for Bolivar to discharge effluentinto the gulf and, in turn, improvements to that effluent. If
and emit odours. If this is true, why did the EPA choose nothere were to be any discharge of untreated effluent, that
to prosecute either SA Water or its contractor United Watenvould have to come before the authority for separate
given the serious threat that sewage poses to important figstonsideration. On my understanding, there has been no such
breeding nurseries in the mangroves and seagrass beds? Wapproach by SA Water and no such approval.
were they not prosecuted? The Hon. M.D. RANN: Given Mr Thomas’s reply and
The Hon. D.C. Wotton: Itis a similar response to the one given that on 24 May 1997 the EPA said that SA Water paid
| gave before. The EPA is an independent authority. | hav&190 000 under licence to discharge effluent from Bolivar,
no power whatsoever. | might point out to the Leader that ihow often has the quality of effluent discharged from the
was the previous Government which prepared the envirorBolivar sewage works been tested for E.coli, heavy metals
ment protection legislation. It was introduced by thisand nutrient levels since United Water took over the manage-
Government with very little amendment, and itis very largelyment of Bolivar in January 1996; who conducted the
the legislation that was proposed by the previous Goverrscientific tests; and what were the results?
ment. The fact is that it is an independent authority. | have no  The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | will take those questions on
power whatsoever to direct the EPA in relation to enforcenotice.
ment. The Chairman of the EPA, Stephen Walsh, has already Mr BROKENSHIRE: Last night | was privileged to
made certain statements about this issue. | would be hapgtend the very successful launch of the Parks Agenda for
for Mr Thomas, the Director of the EPA, to make any furtherwhich there was a large amount of corporate and environ-
comment if he wishes. mental support. Will the Minister provide details of where the
Mr Thomas: Just briefly on the issue of Bolivar, | can $2.5 million for that project will be spent?
assure the Opposition that there have been no cover-ups, andThe Hon. D.C. Wotton: | am pleased to provide that
there will be no cover-up. The documentation that has beemformation. I, too, was delighted with the corporate launch
referred to will be used by the independent auditor who hakast night of the Parks Agenda, which was very well attended
been appointed, and he has been directed by the EPA. THay 100-odd people representing all facets of life in the
document will be released within the next three weeks.  corporate sector. Indeed, it was very successful. As | said
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earlier, 20 per cent of the State is conserved within 300 parksildlife. | could provide more information for the Opposition
with an asset value of $A2 billion. The parks and wildlife of if it wishes.
the State attract more than $500 million in tourism revenue These initiatives will be funded whilst maintaining an
and provide recreational opportunities for residents of th@ngoing commitment to the State biological survey and
State. So, our parks are vitally important to this Governmentprotection programs for reserves, such as the very successful
not only for their important role in the protection and integrated pest management project in the Flinders Ranges
preservation of biodiversity but also for the potential thatand Venus Bay parks. Overall, and in response to the
exists as far as ecotourism opportunities are concerned. honourable member’s question, | think that the Parks Agenda
That is what the Parks Agenda is about. Itis a program tds one of the most significant conservation programs that we
revitalise the management of our parks, to promote the valugave seen in this State for a very long time.
of these assets (including our wildlife) to the State economy, Mr SCALZI: | refer to page 410 of the Program Esti-
and to secure along-term commitment for adequate resourcesates and Information which refers to State heritage protec-
for the management of parks and wildlife. This will be tion. Will the Minister advise whether these figures include
achieved through the Parks Agenda by: promoting a resentbe additional $300 000 in funding announced today, and how
system which protects and enhances environmental associai! this funding be used?
tions and biodiversity; creating a modern, professionally The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | was very pleased to announce
managed parks and wildlife system; and developing amtoday an extra $300 000 to increase the State Heritage Fund.
understanding and support of community which is committed'his was in response to a need to provide a higher level of
to improving the management of parks and conservindunding for conservation of State heritage places. | think we
wildlife. all recognise the importance of heritage in this State,
As | said earlier, we are fortunate in this State to haveparticularly our built heritage. Many visitors who come to
strong voluntary support in so many different ways. This willthis State, particularly to Adelaide, comment on the import-
also be achieved by delivering quality services whichance of the retention of our built heritage—and, of course,
effectively market parks and wildlife as key tourism assetghat is the case throughout the State.
in this State and by the promotion of sustainable business The increase announced today will bring the total level of
opportunities through corporate sponsorship and commerciakpenditure on conservation of built heritage through the
activities in parks. | am particularly pleased with the interesiState Heritage Fund to just over $800 000 for 1997-98. The
that is being shown by the corporate sector in gettingadditional $300 000 is notincluded in the figures mentioned
involved in this agenda. in the Program Estimates as this money only became
If we look at the current status, the Parks Agenda is thavailable through savings recently identified in the 1996-97
major environmental initiative for the 1997-98 budget with capital works program. The new funding will be targeted at
a $2.5 million commitment to this year’s program, increasingconservation in State heritage areas and heritage conservation
to $5.5 million in 1999-2000—a total of $30 million over the and promotional projects throughout the State. It is anticipat-
next six years. The capital works program, including theed that over half the sum will be spent in regional South
general reserves trust, bookmarked biosphere and othAustralia, and | am very pleased that that is the case.
measures for parks in 1995-96 was, in fact, $4 million. In  There is always a waiting list for funding. The current
1996-97 the capital program of $8.9 million included level of funding means that many projects cannot proceed
$5.5 million for major one-off projects such as the Mountbecause the State Heritage Fund has been spread so thinly,
Lofty Summit. and the additional $300 000 will provide a significant boost
| was interested in the Deputy Leader’s comments aboub the number of conservation projects able to be completed.
the summit. He suggested that the costs for the summit shoulthe State Heritage Authority has yet to determine exactly
have been picked up by tourism. The fact is that the Mountvhich projects will benefit from the new funds. The Govern-
Lofty Summit is an integral part of the Cleland Conservationment currently supports conservation of Government owned
Park. As such, itis the total responsibility of this agency, andheritage buildings through the Services SA historic buildings
itis a very good flagship as far as ecotourism in this State isonservation program. It is through this program that the
concerned. Funding of $5.5 million was allocated for majorGovernment is able to support public heritage places. Of
one-off projects, such as Mount Lofty, the Naracoorte Caveg;ourse, that is also an important commitment to conservation
the development of Coffin Bay, and road upgrades. Thén South Australia. It works hand-in-hand with the ability of
1997-98 capital works program for parks has been increasetie heritage fund to support private property owners and the
to $7.1 million from a projected $4.6 million. Additionally, Services SA historic buildings conservation program to be
the parks recurrent program has been increased by $500 008sponsible for public buildings. Again, it is a very good
A number of initiatives have been included. | have alreadynitiative. The commitment was made prior to the last
referred to the upgrading of visitor access and facilities aelection, and | am delighted that the extra $300 000 has been
Waterfall Gully. Other initiatives include: the upgrade of made available.
visitor facilities at Dalhousie Springs; integrated management Mr CAUDELL: My question to the Minister is on
strategies for Mount Lofty parks; stage one of the Flindersavailable EPA resources. Page 410 of the Program Estimates
Chase development program; the upgrade of the Kelly Hill'gefers to funding for the environment protection and restora-
cave entrance on Kangaroo Island; stage one of the upgratien program. Will the Minister detail current levels of
of the Morialta visitor facilities; the upgrade of the Cleland EPA funding and explain whether there is sufficient funding
Wildlife Park water reticulation system; an additional five to enable the EPA properly to undertake its functions.
ranger trainee positions; an increase in the Friends of The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | am very pleased to do so in
National Parks support programs; staff training and developight of the comments made by the Deputy Leader in his
ment; an increase in employment program funding; aneépening statement. The Deputy Leader has used every
implementation of a promotion and marketing strategy foropportunity to accuse the Government of underresourcing
community involvement and commitment to parks andthe EPA, so | suggest very strongly that the Deputy Leader
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might like to consider the forecasted resources that were The CHAIRMAN: Order! | insist that the Minister be
suggested by the Hon. Susan Lenehan when she announatbwed to complete his replies.
the establishment of the EPA in South Australia. | think the  The Hon. D.C. Wotton: The head of the EPA is Stephen
Deputy Leader will find that the resourcing provided by thisWalsh, as | indicated, and that needs to be clarified. However,
Government to the EPA is significantly higher than thatthe odour issue at the Bolivar Treatment Works was recog-
proposed by the previous Government. Through its enviromaised to be complex. As a consequence, the EPA engaged an
ment and natural resources policy, the Government ithdependent auditor—and Mr Thomas has already referred
committed to operating the EPA at a size and in a form whicho the responsibilities—to investigate the issues. | am
reflects the State’s needs. Under this policy, the Governmemtformed that his report will be available during the next two
is also committed to ensuring that the EPA is self-funding byweeks. The auditor has been particularly asked to address the
using the ‘polluter pays’ principle. We have never hidden thatause of the odour and, in this context, will review the
fact. operations of the plant over a number of years.

The solid waste levy rose by 60¢ per tonne in Adelaide on  As far as being specific as to what | may or may not have
1 January 1997 and will rise by the same amount in nonbeen told on a particular date, | am quite happy to take that
metropolitan areas from 1 July. The projection for 1997-9&n notice to see whether any further information can be
on the additional 60¢ per tonne equals $504 000. Of thgrovided.
revenue generated by the surcharge of 60¢, 40¢ will go to  The Hon. M.D. RANN: There is some confusion about
the EPA, with the remaining 20¢ allocated to the Employersihjs. There was a report in thfedvertiseron 30 April of this

Chamber of Commerce and Industry to support the employsear, headed ‘Pong police sniff out a new culprit’. The article
ment of an officer to develop strategies for the reduction oktates:

cor?mQrC|aI, industrial ar;]d demolltl?]r] Wr?St?]S' A(\js I lsald The major source of the foul smell plaguing Adelaide has been
earlier in my statement, the partnership that has developegcovered. Investigations by the Environment Protection Authority
there is excellent. In 1997-98 the $1 surcharge per tonne levyave revealed the culprit as a new sewage treatment method being
will also contribute $840 000 towards Recycle 2000. The twdested at the Glenelg North treatment works. An organic sulphur
year feeze oncence fee ncreases provided asa setiing ¥l ANh has M sus vy e past 101kys ponpted e P4
period to the ‘polluter pays’ principle expired on 30 April this quiry :

A ) . pheric condition known as an ‘inversion layer’ which traps the city’s
year. Subsequent fee increases in accordance with thigrmal domestic and industrial emissions close to the ground.

principle will further strengthen EPA resources. That was on 30 April. Even on 28 May the Minister for

The EPA is planning to increase its expenditure budget fo : ;
1997-98 by approximately $800 000 to about $9.3 million_rnfrastructure was blaming the normal smells of the city, the

- : .._inversion layer and the weather, yet the Opposition has been
When one adds the EPA's expenditure budget of $9.3 m'"'orﬁwformed thgt the EPA, SA Wateryand Unit?c)i Water knew in

for 1997-98 to the $840 000 put into Recycle 2000 and th : ; :

- , arly April that the repairs to a gate at Bolivar meant that a
ﬁll JSS?rOO E’#é'?L%;?ebﬁanp;?ygg%%?ﬁnrgﬁr grcgm/ri?g;ﬁsﬁéerious odour crisis was looming and that the public was not
initiat Z’ totals  $10 g million. The EPAS resources Yold the truth from the start, given that it has already been
Infiatives S - mifiion. u ' reported that letters and telephone calls involving SA Water,

therefore, are now significantly greater than the annugl,”. : :
. : nited Water and the EPA were exchanged in early April,
budget of $8 million and staff of 80 which were approved byasking why so much partially treated effluent was entering

the previous Government. A comparison with interstate EPA?agoons 1 and 4, and whether they could cope. So, how can

demonstrates quite clearly that, even with these increasqﬁe have a situation where the EPA, at the end of April, and

the EPA will remain a cost-effective operation. | point Out o Minister for Infrastructure, at the end of May, are

that the resourcing of the EPA under this Government I?eporting this absolute falsehood to the public, when they

muc_h greater and more significant than was proposed by t%ew that Bolivar was the source of the problem in early
previous Government. April?

The Hon. M.D. RANN: | refer again to page 410— i .
environment protection. By way of introduction, might | say The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | will ask Mr Thomas if he wants
o respond to any of that, and | will say a few words after

that | cannot understand how the Minister can claim som

kind of blissful ignorance of the environmental response b at. ) .

the EPA to the Bolivar problem, when the head of the EPA,  Mr Thomas: | want to make it clear from the outset that
Mr Thomas, reports to both the board and the Minister. |ﬁn0lhere has been no cover-up and all will be revealed in the

it extraordinary that the Minister would be totally devoid of aUd'tor,S report. It is also important to make the point that
any knowledge—in a sort of a report-free zone. ClearlyQdour is acomplex issue. There is no doubt that it has been
reports would have been given to the Minister. difficult to determine the source of the odour, in a specific

Given the statement on 24 May by the EPA that theSite sense, and also in terms ofwhetherit is the Boli\{arplant
Bolivar sewage works ‘operated under quite specificorOther plants. If you go back to April, you will find in the ,
conditions’, under licence, is SA Water required to reportcor"espondence that will be revealed as part of the auditor's
major plant malfunctions, and was the EPA advised of€Portthatthere isan explanation to that. Unfortunately, what
11 April that the secondary treatment of the process had bedi?U 2T seeing is selective editing, to a certain extent—
stopped because gate A had been closed—that there were The Hon. M.D. RANN: Who by? _
problems with gate A? Mr Thomas: By the media, | believe. Also, the media

The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | can understand that the Leader does not have the full picture, and it is inappropriate to give
of the Opposition is trying to provide some form of a trap inthe media the full picture until we have the proper story.
this area. | do not have detail as to specific dates. | might say, The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting:
because of what has been said earlier, that the head of the The CHAIRMAN: Order!

EPA— Mr Thomas: | will answer that part, because | believe it

An honourable member interjecting: will help reveal the fact that there has not been a cover-up:
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itis a complex issue. At that point, according to the debriefEPA in any way because of the independence given to it
ing | have had—and | have not had a full debriefing, and | daunder the legislation introduced by the previous Government.
not want that, because | do not want to influence the auditor's The Hon. M.D. Rann: Independence of a report to you,
report—the EPA's best information was that there was gust as—
process problem at Glenelg related to sludge. You will The CHAIRMAN: Order! | am giving a ruling: | am not
appreciate that all of the sludge is now pumped to Bolivargoing to tolerate interjections developing into questions
treated at Bolivar and disposed of separately. At that pointinvhich require a response from the Minister. This is my last
April, it was considered that that could cause an odouruling on this subject. Being the lead speaker, the Leader will
problem at Bolivar, and at that point the correspondence yoget one more question and then | will move to the other side.
refer to related to the sludge lagoons. Subsequently, it hdsuggest he frames his next form of words carefully and puts
been recognised that the stabilisation lagoons are the majap a question and not a series of interjections or pseudo
source. The sludge lagoons were a contributor but at thajuestions to draw the Minister to follow up with another
point, from what | have seen, it was not understood that thguestion after that.
stabilisation lagoons could be the major source. So, itisan The Hon. M.D. RANN: | am sure you will give me
unfolding, if you like, and a collection of understanding thatprotection from members opposite who were also interjecting
will be revealed as part of the auditor’s report. However, Inot but mentioned. The Opposition has been told that
can assure you there has been no cover-up and | believe itfisllowing a request from the Premier to the Minister for
best that | leave it to the auditor, because it is a complex issuefrastructure to fix the smell problem—and we have seen
and | believe we will find that there are a number of factorshim on the front page of the paper saying he will fix the
that have contributed to this odour event. The A gate is onproblem—the Minister for Infrastructure proposed a con-
factor, the sludge lagoons another and the stabilisatiotrolled release of partially treated effluent into Gulf St
lagoons yet another. It is not one single issue and there ha8ncent by draining off sewage lagoons at Bolivar. Was this
not been a cover up. ever discussed as an option with you as Minister for Environ-
The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | would have thought that the mentand Natural Resources? Was it discussed with the EPA
Opposition would recognise that the appropriate way to deand can you confirm whether the Minister for Infrastructure
with this is to bring in an independent audit. That is totallydiscussed this issue with you?
appropriate. It is appropriate that we wait until the report  The Hon. D.C. Wotton: The Minister for Infrastructure
from the independent auditor comes down. | suggest strongfjas made it very clear that this is not an option. There has not
that the Leader revisit the legislation introduced by thedeen personal discussion between the two of us. That is not
Government in which he was a Minister because it needs t#e case as far as my colleague is concerned: he has made it
be seen clearly that the EPA is an independent authority—glear that that is not an option.
is headed up as an independent authority by Stephen Walsh Mr BROKENSHIRE: | refer to page 414 of the Program
QC. Itis appropriate that Mr Walsh speak for the EPA as h&stimates and the line dealing with sand replenishment
does. Of course, the EPA is supported by the Environmeriifograms. Itis interesting to note that the problems at Bolivar
Protection Office and Mr Thomas is a director of that office 90 back 20 years but the Leader of the Opposition would not
and also a member of the authority. | presume that the Lead®ant to remind people that over 20 years he was a senior
would be aware that amendments were made only recentMiniSter and his Government did not do anything about that
to the Environment Protection Act to clarify a situation matter. Let us look at a couple of other issues such as sand
where, under the legislation introduced by the previougeplenishment, which is of particular interest to me because
Government, the Director was the Deputy Chairman of thél affects many of my constituents who use the coastal
EPA and we felt that was totally inappropriate. That situatiorPe€aches down on the Fleurieu Peninsula. Also, when we are
has now been rectified. There is a separate deputy chair afgveloping further tourism opportunities, we need to ensure
Mr Thomas remains as a member of the authority. that we have good clean sandy beaches for tourists if we are
The Hon. M.D. RANN: | was a Minister with lots of t0 capitalise on opportunities that have been marketed to the

independent boards: the Tourism Commission, the Centre f§fSt Of Australia for some time. | was pleased to see in the
Manufacturing Board and the EDB and, if | had come beford r0gram Estimates a significant increase in capital expendi-
the Estimates Committee and said, ‘I cannot answer; | ha/&!'® 0n sand replenishment programs, which is something |
to leave it to someone else but they can't answer becauseSiudied for some time. Interestingly, even in some of the most
has to go to an auditor, | would have been laughed out oPUilt-up tourism areas they use a similar sand replenishment
court. This is a serious problem that has dominated thBr0gram to the program our Government uses.
headlines and public discussion for 2% months, and we have Civen that the sand replenishment program in the budget
the Minister for the Environment saying, ‘Don’t ask me, | PaPers shows that about 600 000 cub_|c metres will be dredged
don’t know; leave it to someone else; let's have an aUditor'Lhrfjgri?ar\n_daisn 225’]10:32;% Zn%(: gsgnlThg:evwﬁzt)ﬁaggc?r\:ﬁlll
pol-iI;iT:es gr?r\:vhgt?s Zv\?ét&n;;ir]oeuls‘ie:sdue; ;ﬁgtllrw;j(;osﬁgzye stgwat have on the coast, because it is also of concern to many
that, while the Leader was a Minister in the previous ercl)ple that drgdglng mal;y be ddamagdlnhg segbedsr?nd so on?
: \ 1 he at cost savings can be made and how does the strategy
Government, he in some way attempted to direct |ndepende8 nerally link with the metropolitan coast review?

authorities that were under his control. The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | recognise the interest the

Members interjecting: ~ member for Mawson has in the area of sand replenishment.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member for Mawson will |t is a very complex matter and | appreciate the interest he
not interject. shows and the support he provides. The increase in dredging

The Hon. D.C. Wotton: That might have been the way certainly represents a bringing forward of biannual dredgings,
he carried out his responsibilities but it is not the way that lensuring both significant cost savings—and | am pleased to
am going to carry out my responsibilities. | will not direct the see that that is the case—and also the enhancement and
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protection of our metropolitan beaches in South Australiafundamental factor and had the complete support of the
The sand will be distributed over a longer section of beacl©pposition during negotiations over the establishment of the
between Wheatland Street and Wattle Avenue, Brighton, thaBPA.

previously, so the quality of sand at any particular place will It should also be noted that under the EP Act prosecutions
not be greater than for the smaller dredging projects. Measnay be commenced, first, by authorised officers including all
ures to prevent sand drift nuisance will be employed. Cabingiolice officers and officers appointed by either the EPA,
approved additional funds of $1.9 million to extend thecouncils or the water resources Minister and, secondly, in
contract to take advantage of cost savings of $2.9 million imelation to the more serious indictable offences, by the
1997 dollars at a 5 per cent discount rate over six years to tHeirector of Public Prosecutions. Only the EPA itself is within
year 2004 and 2005. The sand replenishment program is imy portfolio and | cannot speak for other bodies, which may
accordance with the metropolitan beach protection strategyave authorised officers. Prosecution is only one of the many
as an important Government policy. The work will com- enforcement tools available to the EPA under the Environ-
mence at the end of August this year and continue throughent Protection Act, but since the commencement of the EPA
September. | understand it will take about five weeks tmn 1 May 1995 until the end of May 1997 41 environment
complete. protection orders and eight clean-up orders have been issued

The larger project has been approved by all of the relevartty the EPA. The deterrence value of successful prosecutions
authorities and also has been approved by the City df recognised by the EPA. Several incidents are currently
Holdfast Bay, which supports the replenishment strategy. Aender investigation with a view to possible prosecution.
the work is to be carried out during the winter months and In addition, as a guide to both the community and
early spring, the impact of any turbidity on seagrasses anithdustry, the EPA is currently developing an environment
disruption to beach access in the vicinity of the discharge pippolicy that explains how it will use the various tools avail-
will be minimal and we were very keen to ensure that thatble. This document recognises that prosecutions are an
was the case. Of course, the dredging is subject to th@ategral part of the EPA's enforcement strategy, and a draft
conditions set out in the environment protection marineenvironment policy should be available for public comment
policy and a press release will be arranged together with & August.
letterbox drop for residents along the Esplanade, at Brighton With regard to the smell over Adelaide, an independent
South particularly, to ensure that the community is kept welbauditor, Mr Ken Hartley, has been appointed to undertake an
informed throughout this period. independent audit. Coming back to the question asked

It was this Government that recognised the need to revieywreviously by the Leader, | should have thought the fact that
the management of the metropolitan beaches that has beee are talking about an independent authority and the
allowed over a long period, particularly under the previougproviding of an independent audit would be enough to
Government, to run down. The report of the review of theconvince the Leader that this matter is being taken seriously,
management of Adelaide metropolitan beaches was forwards being considered independently and is not being covered
ed by the Chairman of the reference group, Malcolmup in any way by the Government. The choice of the auditor
Kinnaird, on 24 April 1997. The reference group concludedvas made by the EPA, and the auditor is due to report
that the general strategy that has been followed by the Coatstwards the end of this month or early next month. | said
Protection Board and the Coastal Management Branch ovearlier that it would be within the next two weeks.
the past 20 years, based on the Culver Report, was essentially Mr BROKENSHIRE: | refer the Minister to page 414
sound, although it found many areas where further fine tuningf the Program Estimates and Information, particularly where
was needed. It is my intention to release that report shortlit refers to native title and Aboriginal participation in park
when details of this have been finalised. It will be of interestmanagement. | think specifically of when the Minister and |
particularly to local government, which has responsibility forattended the Elide Aboriginal Reserve and spoke to the elders
coastal management in some part along the metropolitan aread went down with the elders and the council. In particular,
in particular. two young Aboriginal park rangers came with us to look at

Among other initiatives taken by this Government tothe head of the Bight and how it could be managed so that it
protect our beaches have been the significant improvementsuld be financially viable for the local community and
that have already been made due to catchment managememiable protection of the environment to occur in that fragile
programs, including the installation of the Pollutec unit atarea. It appeared that the young Aboriginal people had a great
Brighton, which catches literally tonnes of litter and otherunderstanding of, and passion and commitment for, getting
debris that would otherwise wash out to the beaches. Itis ainvolved in park management. Would the Minister explain
important and complex area, but | am pleased that we hawghat commitment our Government has with respect to jobs
been able to provide substantial funding to enable this workn the environmental sector, including Aboriginal employ-
to continue. ment programs?

Mr SCALZI: | refer to page 415 of the Program Esti- The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | would be pleased to do that
mates. Information refers to the funding of the EPA generalbecause as Minister | have been keen to ensure that partner-
ly. Will the Minister explain what approach the EPA takes toships are made available for Government to work closely
ensure enforcement of environmental standards, particularlyith Aboriginal community groups. The department has been
as it relates to air quality in the city of Adelaide? committed to the use of employment programs in the

The Hon. D.C. Wotton: The EPA is not subject to environment sector in various forms. The programs accessed
ministerial direction in the area of enforcement. | get theinclude Job Skills, Career Start, new work opportunities and
impression that | am going to have to keep saying that todayational training wage trainees through the Government
Political independence and complete impartiality is anyouth training scheme.
important feature of the EPA and the legislation and is Inaddition, DENR utilised LEAP schemes, Green Corps
rigorously observed by both the department and the EPAand Australian Conservation Trust volunteers to work
Certainly it is recognised by me as Minister. This is athrough these programs. Through the natural resources group
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DENR has employed some 193 trainees in the environmentdinister for Infrastructure for the controlled release of
sector. Five of the trainees are Aborigines. Programs includeartially treated effluent into the gulf in April, and was the
building of new facilities, the advancement of currentMinister aware of those options and discussions in April?
maintenance programs and the urban forestation program. The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | know exactly where the Leader

In a cooperative Aboriginal land management trainingis trying to go on this. First, | would suggest that if he has
project with one of the communities, six trainees employedjuestions that refer to my colleague the Minister for Infra-
by the local Aboriginal community are working in the structure he should ask that Minister.

Koorong National Park, and DENR has put $40 000 into the The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting:
project over two years. The CHAIRMAN: Order!

| referred earlier to the program in the Flinders to deal The Hon. D.C. Wotton: He should ask the Minister who
with feral animals. That program has provided the opportunihas the responsibility for this issue. It is the Minister for
ty to employ one temporary Aboriginal construction andinfrastructure. | repeat: if the Leader is suggesting that |
maintenance worker and upgrade an existing weekly paighould be speaking on behalf of an independent authority, |
position to a temporary ranger position. An Aboriginal joint can only say that | have no intention of doing so. It is an
management agreement between the Government and timelependent authority, and | will continue to ensure—
Irrwanyere Aboriginal Corporation has been the long-term  The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting:
lease established for the Witjira National Park in the Far The Hon. D.C. Wotton: It is an independent authority.
North of the State. Ongoing DENR support is being providedVe have commissioned an independent audit to look at these
with funding and cooperative management. issues. The independent auditor will report within a couple

I might say that | had the opportunity to be present for theof weeks. | suggest that the Leader needs to be patient until
launch of that joint program up at Witjira. | am very pleasedthat information is made available, and then he will have
that the decision was made by National Parks to go down thaomething to go on. But | will not speak either on behalf of
track. It is working well. It is being watched very closely by my colleague or on behalf of the independent Environment
other States and is an excellent partnership between Natiorafotection Authority on this issue.

Parks and the local Aboriginal community. The Hon. M.D. RANN: My point is that you are the

Funding has also been provided for the drafting of theMinister for the Environment, and | am asking—

Yalata land management plan. The district ranger at Ceduna The Hon. D.C. Wotton: And | am making the point that
has been granted leave to assist the community with the lariccannot direct the EPA, nor would it be appropriate for me
management program. As to ranger recruitments, four trainde direct on licensing or enforcement. Again, | suggest that
rangers have been employed in new positions, which haviie Leader look at the legislation that he was partially
been converted from other positions to provide impetus to theesponsible for introducing.

ranger ranks. We now have a significant number of ranger The CHAIRMAN: Could the Chair make sure that the
positions, with five new positions having been made availabl€ommittee members are very clear? A member will ask a
this year through the parks agenda. A total of 88 trainees hawguestion and the question will be replied to. The Chair will
been employed through the urban forestation project as welhot accept interruptions during the asking of the question, nor

So, | am pleased with the direction that is being taken. Huring the answering of the question. If we follow that
am also pleased not only with the progress and success we gm@cedure clearly during the day, we will get three questions
seeing but also with the cooperation and partnership that hag and three questions answered but, if members continue to
been established between DENR and Aboriginal communiinterject on each other, the Committee will develop into a
ties, particularly in national parks management. situation with which | am sure not everyone will agree.

The Hon. M.D. RANN: | want to register some degree  The Hon. M.D. RANN: The head of the EPA reports to
of frustration on this Bolivar issue. | am trying to establisha board and to the Minister. Is the Minister telling me that he
when the EPA knew about the problem at Bolivar, when itktnew nothing about the problems at Bolivar during the
was informed, what it was told and when it acted. It has beeprevious two and a half months? That is not credible. Any
constantly referred to an auditor. What did the EPA do? It isensible Minister would ask the EPA what is going on. | am
supposed to be the State’s environmental watchdog. Theying to ask when the Minister knew about problems at
Minister says he cannot tell us because the EPA is indepen@olivar and when he was advised about what action was
ent of the Minister, even though it reports directly to him. Thebeing taken by his agency.

EPA says, ‘Wait and read about it in the independent The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | have already indicated—and
auditor’s report.” Our point is simply this: the EPA told the | do not know how many more times | need to—that it was
media and the public of South Australia at the very end ofippropriate for the EPA to initiate the involvement of an
April—in fact, 30 April—that the problem was caused by independent auditor. Itis the role of the independent auditor
Glenelg and the odours of the city and the temperaturand the responsibility of an independent authority to make
inversion. The Minister for Infrastructure made a statementleterminations in this area. | will be advised. | will certainly
on 28 May, whilst most of the people in Adelaide were awargeceive a copy of the auditor's report, and it is totally
the source of the problem was Bolivar. We have been toléppropriate that that should be the case. If the Leader wants
most reliably that EPA was told about the problem in earlyto get information from the EPA, | strongly suggest that he
April. Indeed, field inspections were made in April that contact the Chairman of the EPA, Stephen Walsh QC.
advised it of problems with gate A and the problems at The Hon. M.D. RANN: Apparently the Minister does not
Bolivar. know what is happening in the EPA because it is independent

Our point is that there has been a lack of frankness, anand apparently they do not even tell him what is going on—at
| believe there has been today, about what the EPA did whelrast, that is what he has been trying to tell us all morning. He
it was told and why it persisted in assisting Ministers indoes not even know what the other Minister told him. He
blaming everything other than the source, which was Bolivardoes not know what the EPA told him. Does the EPA or the
Were discussions, proposals and options put up by thklinister have a copy of page 29 of the United Water contract
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that refers to the company’s responsibility to prepare an The board will be established as soon as practicable after
environmental plan for all managed assets, including Bolivarthe Water Resources Act comes into operation early next
Does the EPA have a copy of that plan? What does that plamonth. In the meantime, a trust account has been established
require United Water to do, and have all conditions in relatiorin the Department of Environment and Natural Resources to
to Bolivar been met? hold in trust funds raised so far. In 1996-97 SA Water paid
The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | am not aware that | have a copy $800 000 and other users paid .3¢ per kilolitre, and in total
of that particular page, but | would like to ask the Leaderthat has raised some $2.5 million. In 1997-98, SA Water will
with all these questions that he is now raising today, whethegontribute $2.5 million and other users will continue to
he has at any time asked any of these questions of tHeontribute .3¢ per kilolitre, and that will raise $4.2 million,
appropriate person, the Chairman of the EPA? | doubt veryvhich is a significant amount for the program.
much that he has even made contact with or spoken to the | am also pleased to report that the Murray-Darling 2001
Chairman of the EPA. initiative commenced during 1996-97 when $9 million worth
The Hon. M.D. RANN: On a point of order, Sir, is the of projects were supported throughout the basin. South

Minister offering to make the Chairman of the EPA available”Ustralian projects received about $1 million in addition to
to this Estimates Committee? | am happy for that to happeﬁhe $1.5 million previously committed from baseline funding

The CHAIRMAN: Order! We are not in the position of

and that, in turn, enabled some 38 new projects to get off the
the Minister’s asking questions of members of the Commit-grouncl in this State. | think that is a pretty good record.
tee. | call on the member for Mawson.

Mr SCALZI: | refer to page 410 of the Program Esti-
. mates and Information and to water planning and evaluation.
_Mr BROKENSHIRE: To get on to a very important | the Minister explain why catchment boards for the River
initiative for this State, a positive initiative that will stand us Murray, Onkaparinga and northern Adelaide/Barossa
in good stead for the long-term future, | refer to page 239 Ot aichment areas have recently been advertised and can he say
the Estimates of Receipts and Payments, and particularly thgn ¢ impact they are intended to have on water quality and
Murray-Darling 2001 initiative. What commitment has our giner water management issues?
Government made to clean up the River Murray and what The Hon. D.C. Wotton: Again, | appreciate the member
assurances does the community have that the River MUrrgy, Liariiey's interest in this subject, particularly of catchment
levy will not go to the Consolidated Account? Although | janagement and the importance of water, particularly in this
have had almost unanimous support for the clean-up of thgiate “Of course, water is the lifeblood of South Australia,
Mur_ray-DarImg Bas_ln 2001 initiative, many constituents are5 yet despite its importance | would suggest that the
asklr_lg whether it will be a guaranteed levy to ensure that théBrevious Government when it was at the helm just stood by
funding goes to the clean-up. and watched this vital asset become increasingly polluted and
The Hon. D.C. Wotton: The member for Mawson would wasted, while our main artery, the River Murray became
be aware that the Murray-Darling 2001 initiative to clean upclogged and diseased. It was quite remarkable that in the 10
the River Murray was initiated by the former South Aus-years of Labor Government there was no recognition of the
tralian Premier and has the full support now of the Murrayimportance of catchment management in looking after our
Darling Basin initiative partners. | have been very pleasegvater resources; not even with the Patawalonga Basin, and
with the response that we have been able to obtain from aflertainly the Torrens Lake continued to fester under the
States that are involved in the Murray-Darling Basin. Theyprevious Government. The quality of water in the River
have come very strongly behind that initiative. It is now amurray spiralled downwards at an ever increasing rate. This
partnership between the Commonwealth and all the Staigovernment has now taken the issue very seriously. While
Governments that have a role in the commission, and alsothe seagrasses of Holdfast Bay were at their lowest level in
very strong partnership | would suggest with the community40 years, the previous Government was busying itself with
in the basin. financial mismanagement and job destruction in this State
Only last week | attended as lead Minister for Southinstead of getting on with an issue which was vital to all
Australia the Murray-Darling Ministerial Council, and much South Australians.
time was spent in dealing with a number of the initiatives that ~ So, the truth of the matter is that there is a very simple
are coming out of the Murray-Darling 2001 program. Theanswer to the honourable member’s question. Catchment
Government is committed to boosting its current level ofboards are required for these five catchment areas, as a matter
funding to support relevant projects by up to $35 million overof urgency, to redress the years of inaction of the Labor
the five-year period. We will continue to provide about Government. By any yardstick this Government acted swiftly
$1 million per annum, while the additional funds will be to protect our water resources and, certainly, as was indicated
raised through a catchment environment levy, which will beearlier, | am very pleased with the priority that the Liberal
applied to all River Murray water users in this State. | mightGovernment has been able to place in this area, because it
say that it has been good that the new levy in the Rivewas this Government which just over 12 months after taking
Murray area has been well received, as is the case with thaffice put in legislation to create water catchment manage-
levy in the metropolitan area. | have assured Parliament oment boards for the Torrens and Patawalonga areas. The
a number of occasions that the funds raised through thieoards were established by May of 1995 and funds from their
catchment environment levy will not go into the Consolidatedfirst levy started to be spent on catchment works by the end
Account, and | am happy to reaffirm that commitment todayof the year.
The funds will be managed by the proposed River Murray Now, some two years later, these boards are a tribute to
Catchment Water Management Board. We are makinthe Government’s vision of best practice catchment water
progress regarding the appointment of people to that boamianagement and have now been recognised not only
and, of course, that board will also have a large say in howationally but internationally and, of course, their great
the Murray-Darling 2001 project funds are to be spent insuccess has come about as a result of the fact that they
South Australia. combine community based boards and a wealth of local
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knowledge and experience with real funding opportunitiessiewing from Aboriginal land at the head of the Bight has
and a strong legislative framework. scarcely been tapped. | am pleased with the progress that is

Protecting our water resources which are of such paraseing made up there, and the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs
mount importance to the State’s development and, | mighis keen to work with the Aboriginal communities in that area
add, to the State’s future prosperity, requires a great deal ¢ ensure that the park is sound and has appropriate visitor
on-ground work to be carried out. | think we are veryfacilities.
fortunate in this State with the expertise that we have in the DENR staff have assisted the Yalata community in a
department, particularly in the Division of Water Resourcesnumber of ways, for example, with site planning for the land-
and | think many of the targets that have been set and theased whale viewing area. The State Department of Abo-
achievements that have being gained are a credit to all afginal Affairs currently is coordinating a major redevel-
those involved; but it really has only happened because of thepment project for the site which will remedy many of the
commitment of both the department and people in thexisting shortcomings and improve its tourist appeal. | think
community generally, who have been very keen to behat that will be welcomed not only by South Australians but
involved in so many different ways and in so many differentinterstate and international tourists who visit that important
projects. site in South Australia.

Mr BROKENSHIRE: Minister, | refer to page 414 of the Mr BROKENSHIRE: Has there been any movement
Program Estimates and Information, referring to the estalbwith regard to some of the tourism initiatives, such as roads,
lishment of the Great Australian Bight Marine Park. | would which the Minister discussed with the Yalata people?
like to congratulate you as Minister for making sure it The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | had the good fortune to meet
proceeded for the community and for future generations ofvith the Yalata Council and discuss in depth what it saw as
South Australians. It was something called for on manypriorities in this area. | was impressed with the council’s
occasions but successive governments had not acted until yeathusiasm and its commitment to what it wanted to achieve
got involved. | think it is important that as a member of in this area, particularly in respect of ensuring that some of
Parliament | put that clearly on the public record, because its own people are involved and employed in this project, and
is a major achievement of yours, Minister. Also, there havd am pleased to see that that is happening. Many of the
been discussions on the great white shark. Can the Ministéritiatives that the council discussed with me and many of the
provide details on how this park has impacted on theprojects to which it gave a high priority have now been
protection of them, as well as on the protection of themplemented. | strongly suggest that those members of the
southern right whale? Committee who have not recently had a chance to visit the

The Hon. D.C. Wotton: The creation of the park at the area and have a look do so.
head of the Bight is something that is of great significance as The Hon. M.D. RANN: Regarding the issue of controls
far as | am concerned, and | think the vast majority of peopl@ver cables, roll-outs and phone towers, the Minister would
in this State have recognised it as such. There has been tdlk aware, having attended a meeting yesterday at Cobbler
over many years in determining what should be done as fdEreek, that there is enormous concern about the installation
as the protection of both the sea lions and of the whales isf phone towers and cable roll-outs. | understand that Federal
concerned. The fact that we have been able to take action laws will cover overhead cables until the end of September,
declaring this as a marine park is very worthwhile. and that that is why councils are unable to stop the roll-outs,

Certainly, South Australian waters are now recognisedhat Commonwealth regulations dealing with the installation
worldwide as the most consistently occupied waters as far axf phone towers, particularly those over 25 metres, cease on
the great white shark is concerned. In May this year thd July, and that there is a requirement for the State to have in
Government endorsed a range of measures to protect apthce new regulations and guidelines by that date. Why has
manage the great white shark in South Australian waters. Thhe State Government not moved to put in place legislation
management actions will not only fully protect the greatto control towers after 1 July when Commonwealth regula-
white shark but better coordinate research into the specid¢®ns cease? Will the Minister give a guarantee to this
and, of course, its interaction with the marine mammakommittee and the people of South Australia that the
colonies that provide its natural food supply. | can say thaGovernment will not allow towers in national parks and
the protection of the great white shark is something that haeserves such as Cobbler Creek?
been referred to constantly by the Environment Ministers’ The Hon. D.C. Wotton: The Leader is correct: yesterday
Council, and I think the fact that the department and thd attended a meeting with my colleague the Minister for Local
Government have been able to ensure that that was to happ@overnment at Cobbler Creek. A lot of concern was express-
is great news. ed at that meeting. It was interesting that the Labor candidate

The waters within two nautical miles of the key conserva-or this area was critical of the process that had been adopted
tion islands in that area are to be proclaimed under thand seemed to be ignorant of the fact that most of the
National Parks and Wildlife Act to provide a framework for concerns had come about as a result of legislation introduced
managing the interaction between commercial operatorgy the previous Federal Labor Government. The advice we
great white sharks and marine mammal populations. In alhave received is that the work that has been carried out
we are talking about an additional 65 000 hectares of theegarding the siting of this tower has already passed the stage
State’s waters being brought into the marine protected areahere it can be dealt with in any way other than by Federal
system. legislation.

The Great Australian Bight has many features that make It is a matter of concern to the community: | am very
it worthy of marine protected area status. Not only do thesenuch aware of that. Yesterday, | was keen to meet with those
waters show very high levels of marine biodiversity but thepeople, particularly the Friends of the Cobbler Creek Park,
region is recognised as significant for rare and endangeregho were represented at the meeting. | indicated my feelings
marine mammals, including southern right whales andibout and support for the park because, during my previous
Australian sea lions. The tourist potential of land-based whaleole as Minister between 1979 and 1982, | had a significant
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part to play in ensuring that much of the land that is nowreserves—the preservation of environmental values and
Cobbler Creek was retained for that purpose. scenic amenity being the prime consideration for the agen-

At present, the erection of overhead cables and towers isy—but | made it very clear to the meeting yesterday that if
regulated by Commonwealth legislation. The South Ausi had to make a choice between the siting of the tower in the
tralian Government currently is considering the new legislapark or in the other location suggested by Vodafone—
tive regime that will come into play after 1 July and the  The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting:
impact that that will have on South Australia. As the Leader The Hon. D.C. Wotton: —I know where | would be
would be aware, the principal Minister handling this issuegoing.

(the Minister for Housing and Urban Development) is The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting:

currently preparing a submission for Cabinet’s consideration The Hon. D.C. Wotton: Well, you talk to Vodafone—qget
regarding the legislative regime post 1 July 1997. | undereoff your backside and talk to Vodafone.

stand that that submission will include consideration of any The CHAIRMAN: Order! The Minister has the call.
amendments to relevant South Australian legislation that may The Hon. D.C. Wotton: Mr Chairman, it is totally

be required. appropriate that that should be the case. | might also say that

With regard to the situation at Tea Tree Gully, | under-this matter of the siting of the tower in the park has been
stand that Vodafone made it clear that it was considering onlgonsidered. Obviously, it is a concern of Friends of Cobblers
two options: first, the siting of the tower in the park; and,Creek. It was also considered by the National Parks Consulta-
secondly, the siting of the tower in a very unsuitable site irtive Committee that has some responsibility in giving advice
the built-up area of Tea Tree Gully in the vicinity of two to the Minister and it is minuted that the committee recognis-
schools. The principals of those schools were present &s the concern of local residents but, if a tower is to be
yesterday’s meeting and spoke very strongly against using ttexected, the site within the park is probably the most suitable
site alternative to the site in the national park, as did othersption. That is in the minutes of the consultative committee

It is my intention to have some input in the submissionfor that area.
that is prepared by the Minister for Housing and Urban The Hon. M.D. RANN: | would like to now turn attention
Development. When that submission is raised in Cabinet,tio page 410 and greenhouse emissions which have been
will have the opportunity to have my say with regard to issueslominating the international and national agenda in the past
such as the inclusion of these towers in national parks, anfgw days. The 1993 State Liberal policy makes a commitment
it is appropriate that | do so at that time. to national pollution standards. The policy states:

The Hon. M.D. RANN: It would be nice to know where A Liberal Government will support the establishment of national
the Minister for the Environment stands on the general policyollution emission standards, national environmental quality goals,
issue, whether he believes that towers should be located ftgtional policies for the abatement of pollution.

South Australian national parks. Concerns were expressedWte have a situation where the new British Prime Minister,
yesterday’s meeting about the basis on which the Ministefony Blair, has said today that the air we breathe is all the
claimed that the Cobbler Creek tower was already undesame, that global warming and the rising of sea levels are
construction when clearly that is not the case because no siggobal issues, and there is no case for Australia to argue that
work has commenced. In fact, the protest tree planted at thee should not reduce to the same levels of greenhouse for
site by concerned residents is still in the ground. It appearsconomic reasons based on our dependence on fossil fuels.
that that is being used as an excuse: ‘Vodafone has contr@learly, there is a major disagreement between Mr Howard
over this because construction work has begun.’ Clearly, thand Mr Blair on greenhouse policy. In terms of your involve-
is not the case. With whom did the Minister consult aboutment, were you consulted by the Federal Environment
alternatives to the Cobbler Creek site, and what publidMinister, Senator Hill, and did you agree that Australia
consultation was conducted by the Minister or Vodafone? should not be part of compulsory greenhouse reduction

The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | cannot speak for Vodafone. | targets of 15 per cent by the year 20107 Was this issue agreed
find it fascinating that the Leader would obviously want toby Ministers attending the regular Commonwealth-State
put all the blame on this Government. He is trying desperate=nvironment Ministers conference, so that we can be clear
ly to put the blame, as far as Bolivar is concerned, on thisvhether you stand with Mr Howard or Mr Blair?
Government when in fact it was the previous Government The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | think it would be appropriate
that took absolutely no action whatsoever to improve théf | indicated, first, what we are doing as a Government in this
situation at Bolivar. | recall, very clearly, statements that havarea and then talk about the stance of the Federal Govern-
been made publicly and in the House by previous Ministersment. The South Australian Greenhouse Committee was
and particularly Minister Lenehan, about the priority that sheestablished by this Government in 1994. It has representatives
was supposedly giving to improving the situation at Bolivar,of the Economic Development Authority, DHUD, ETSA, the
yet obviously no action whatsoever was taken by the previou§as Company, Office of Energy, Department of Transport,
Government. Primary Industries SA, the Department of Premier and

In regard to this other issue, | have already pointed out thaCabinet, and the Local Government Authority. The commit-
my information is very clear that until 1 July, and because otee replaced the Climate Change Committee, and | would be
the negotiations that have already taken place, this mattg@teased, if the Leader was interested, to provide him with the
must be dealt with under the current Federal legislation. terms of reference of that committee.
might say that | have asked to have that checked out to ensure As far as the current status of this situation, the committee
that that is the case. | have not had any opportunity to gediolds meetings on an ‘as needs’ basis. It monitors develop-
further advice on that, but that is the advice | have certainlynents nationally and internationally about climate change. It
received. contributed to the development by the Commonwealth of the

If I am speaking on my behalf and on behalf of the Greenhouse 21C package of measures. It established the
department, | would be generally opposed in principle to theenewable energy working group and has maintained a
erection of telecommunication towers at new sites inwatching brief of its operations. It compiled a summary of the
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implementation of the national strategy. It is currentlyagreement, reflecting the national and international signifi-
involved in the revision of the national greenhouse responseance of the area. The heads of agreement has broad base
strategy and the Executive Officer prepares and publishessupport from interest groups, including the Conservation
30-page newsletter twice annually which is forwarded to &Council of South Australia, the South Australian Chamber of
wide number of interest groups, schools, parliamentarians aridines and Energy, the South Australian Farmers Federation
individuals. and the Lake Eyre Basin Catchment Management Steering

A detailed briefing on international and national develop-Group. | see this as being vitally important for the protection
ments was certainly given to the Natural Resources Cabinef the Lake Eyre region of the State.

Committee in May this year. If we look at the national  |was pretty disappointed that, when the memorandum of
situation, the Climate Change Convention is an internationainderstanding was signed, it received such scant recognition
treaty entered into by our Federal Government. The Feder@l the media, particularly. It is not that long ago that the
Government is responsible at international law for themedia was spending a considerable amount of time talking
implementation of the treaty. The Federal Government isabout inaction on the part of previous Governments on this
within the context of agreed intergovernmental processesmportant initiative and, as soon as something was done about
also responsible for the carriage of any negotiations ojf—and it was a very positive initiative that we were able to
changes to the treaty. | discussed the stance of the Fedetgldertake with the Queensland and Commonwealth Govern-
Government with my Federal colleague as recently as twehents—nobody wanted to know about it, as far as the media
weeks ago at the ANZECC conference (the meeting ofvas concerned. That is very disappointing, because | have no
environment Ministers in Queensland) and, as | said to thgoubt that the community generally is very concerned about
Federal Minister, | support the general thrust of the positionhis area and would want to see positive action taken. |
of the Federal Government. believe that the community deserved to know what action the
Mr BROKENSHIRE: My question relates to page 414 Government was taking with regard to this initiative—but,
of the Program Estimates and Information, where it refers teegrettably, that was not to be the case.
the management of protected areas, rangeland and coasts ag, addition, the South Australian Government has

one of DENR's brr]qaq objectives in resorl]J.rche conservation anggocated $1 million for protection of the key sites within the
management. This is an area about which some members giqi, These funds have been directed towards protection
Parliament, who show a genuine concern for the environmeng, ks for mound springs, protection for river frontages and

have expressed interest for a long time_—others come in ONWYetlands along Cooper Creek and the important Coongie
when there are cameras around. That is the way it goes wijh, oq

politics. But the genuine community which is interested in the As to the support that we have received from the

environment—Ilike many of us who are committed to the mmunity. while it is probably not aporopriate to refer to
environment on an ongoing basis, and not just when camerds % P y pprop

are around—is very interested in what the Government igﬁdiv[dua]s, | would like to recognise the_significant support
doing to protect the Lake Eyre Basin from exploitation. Will contribution made by Kidmans in assisting with the work in

the Minister explain what the Government is doing to ensur(IJhat very important and sensitive area. So, overall, it has been
that the Lake Eyre Basin—which is an icon for Sc)u,[hgreat to see the negotiations and the cooperative nature of the

Australia and an area that | love to visit—will be protectedQueenSl"’lnd Government and the community, and | b‘?"eve
from exploitation? that the end result of that and the agreement that will be
The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | share the honourable member's signed will be significant as far as the overall and ongoing

thoughts about this area of South Australia: it is an area gpranagement of the Lake Eyre Basin is concerned.
outstanding natural and cultural values. The rivers of the
basin have not been substantially altered by water extraction,
diversions and impoundments. They are among a dwindling
number of the world’s rivers, with near natural flow regimes
and substantially unaltered ecosystem functions. The

[Sitting suspended from 1 to 2 p.m.]

Mr CAUDELL: | refer to page 410 of the Program
stimates. Statements have been made both inside and

natural flow regimes are inherently variable, and bring wit out.side.the House about the dischargg of effluent from
livar into the gulf, and there has been innuendo that you

them a suite of species which are adapted to, and dependtmay have had discussions on this issue. Would you tell the

on, variable flows. | believe we would all recognise tha ’ hat h din relati he Boli
South Australia’s location, at the lower end of the catchmentCOMMittee what has occurred in relation to the Bolivar area

makes it imperative that agreement is reached with upstreafﬁgard'ng treated effluent?

Governments—principally Queensland—for the management The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | am very pleased to be able to

of these systems. Through a joint initiative between myselfl0 that. It is interesting to note that the Leader of the
and the Queensland Minister of Natural Resources, we ha¥@pPposition has obviously had his 10 seconds in the sun and
now signed a historic head of agreement for the bettehas disappeared, as has the large contingent of media who
management of the catchments and water resources for tigre obviously told to expect something significant from the
rivers of the Lake Eyre Basin. | have been extremely please@Pposition, but they appear to have disappeared at this stage.
with the positive way in which my colleague in Queensland Itis important that | clarify the situation, and | think | did
has dealt with this issue. From the very start of negotiationsso in the response | gave eatrlier. As to the question whether
he and the Queensland Government have been very coopethere was an approach about discharge into the gulf, there
tive and have recognised the importance of this agreement ass no approach from the office of my colleague the Minister
far as South Australia is concerned. This significant docufor Infrastructure or from SA Water to discharge stabilisation
ment paves the way for a formal binding agreement witHagoon effluent directly into the gulf. This was one of five
Queensland for the protection and management of Coopsuggestions made by the auditor, and the EPA advised SA
Creek and the Diamantina River. Through our endeavour&¥ater and the auditor that that was not an option. | made that
the Commonwealth Minister is a supporting party to theclear in my earlier response. In fact, the Executive Director
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of the EPA appeared on the front page of thavertiser Australia will remain at the forefront of information manage-
confirming that that was the case. ment trends in land tenure systems?

| suggest strongly that the Leader of the Opposition and The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | thank the member for Hartley
the Deputy Leader, who now appears to be heading up tHer the question because the Government has made a
Opposition in the Estimates Committee this afternoon, shouldignificant commitment to redevelop the computer systems
read the Environment Protection Act. Again, | make the pointvhich underpin land tenure information, that is, the land
that they were responsible while in government for bringingownership and tenure, known as the LOTS, family of
down that legislation. Part 3, Division 1, of that Act providessystems. | am pleased to say the redevelopment is proceeding
very clearly in relation to the independence of the authorityin two stages. Stage 1 is to move the existing systems to a

The Environment Protection Authority is established. more reliable standard and modern set of computer facilities

by mid 1998. Stage 2 will mean the reengineering and
_ (4) Inthe exercise of its powers, functions or duties, the authorityeplacement of the LOTS system by systems which meet
is subject to the direction of the Minister except in relation to— ¢;rrent customer needs, and that will be a development over

(a) the making of a recommendation of a report to the Minister; '

or 'several years.
(b) the performance of its functions under Part 6; or— The stage 2 ?er\]/ehc()pmgnt_is expected to incoépolrate tme
: o reengineering of the key business processes underlying the
tha(tC;et:irzrt‘:;Irfeenr]l:::g f this Act LOTS family of systems. This will lead, for example, to more

(5) Any direction given to the authority by the Minister must be flexible and_more effICIent_Ways O.f lodging transfers Of
in writing. documents in the Lands Titles Office, such as electronic
Regarding membership of the authority, section 12 provided2d9ment of documents; the complete modernisation of

o i ) presentation of all information purchased in the form of

(1) The authority is to consist of six members, of whom— i qujiries from the department by conveyancers, valuers and
It goes on to say of whom the independent authority shall béne public (for example, many will be available via the
comprised. As to the functions of the authority, section 13nternet and Windows software, which is a significant
provides: improvement on the current situation); the integration of

(1) The authority has the following functions: LOTS text data, that is, property values, certificate of title

(i) to administer and enforce this Act and perform any otherdata, etc.; and spatial data or map-like data, such as property

functions assigned to the authority by or under any OtherACtboundaries, would be currently available separately.
It is vitally important that the Leader, because of the ignor- The modernisation of the technology used in the LOTS
ance he has shown this morning regarding this legislatiorfamily of systems will also be incorporated in the stage 2
read the legislation so that he understands exactly what ttievelopment. When complete, the LOTS redevelopment
situation is. | might also say that with the line of questionproject will have taken advantage of emerging technological
taken by the Opposition this morning it might be of interestdevelopments and the very latest in trends in information
for them to consider some of the statements made by th@anagement. Itis a very costly exercise but one that was very
previous Labor Government, particularly by the then Watemuch needed, and | am very pleased that we are able to
Resources Minister, Ms Lenehan, in at least seven statemeigsoceed with that redevelopment.
that | have been able to collate. In 1989, under the heading Mr CLARKE: Obviously someone wrote the Minister
‘Government gives Bolivar some sweet news’, an indicatiorsome briefing notes over the lunch break to enable him to
was given by the then Minister that the problems of Bolivaranswer questions that he could not answer this morning. |
would be fixed. In 1989 the then Water Resources Ministertake it that the Minister will answer this afternoon’s questions
Ms Lenehan, under the heading ‘One million bid to cut wastesome time later tonight after the dinner break? It also tends
problems’, indicated a commitment to clean up the situationio remind me of the Minister’s statement, in his attack on the
and other statements were made by the Minister at that timéeader of the Opposition, that essentially he is not respon-

A statement in 1991, under the heading ‘Bolivar stinksible for authorities such as the EPA and he does not have to
costly’, had Ms Lenehan indicating that she wanted thevorry about them. | am surprised that the Minister would take
residents to monitor the effectiveness of new and combinesluch a stance because, following its logical conclusion, the
measures that had been taken supposedly by the thémabor Party had no responsibility whatsoever for the actions
Government to rectify the situation as far as the odour wasf the State Bank. That is the Minister’s line of reasoning for
concerned. his being Pontius Pilate.

So, to say the least, it is hypocritical of the Opposition | turn to the Program Estimates, page 410, to try to work
now to be suggesting that this is something that is the direaut whether or not the Minister should or should not be the
result of this Government’s involvement. It would be Treasurer of the State because he refers to the parks agenda
appropriate for the Opposition to consider the statements that his media statement and in his earlier statement today on
have been made. | appreciate the question being asked by tet issue. He talked about the commitment of an extra
member because it is important, even though it would appe&30 million over six years for protecting and restoring
the Leader of the Opposition has now lost all interest in thisiational parks, except that nobody can find where that money
subject now that the media has gone, and appropriate is. For example, ‘resource conservation and management’ has
reiterate that there was no approach from the Minister fobeen cut from $35.6 million to $33.6 million. ‘Protected areas
Infrastructure or SA Water to discharge stabilisation lagoormanagement’ has been cut from $13.5 million to
effluent directly into the ocean. In fact, it was one of five $12.8 million, and there have been cuts to the number of full-
suggestions made by the auditor and it was made very cleime equivalent employees. Likewise, ‘protected areas
by the EPA that it was not an option that could be considerednanagement’ has been cut from $8.9 million to $7.2 million

Mr SCALZI: | refer to page 417 of the Program Esti- and ‘wildlife conservation’ from $5.179 million to
mates and ageing technology assistance in the land resouréE869 million. Where are the new funds—the extra
sector. What is the Government doing to ensure that Soutb30 million over six years—that the Minister says are
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available for protecting and restoring our national parks, Membership:
given this small number of examples of cutbacks both in Mrs Geraghty substituted for the Hon. M.D. Rann.
dollar terms and in staffing levels? ) ) _

The Hon. D.C. Wotton: It is important that we look ata Mr CLARKE: That was an interesting explanation,
number of issues regarding this matter. There are fouMinister. You ought to be the Treasurer because, if you can
significant factors that explain the net reduction in totalconjure an extra $30 million out of thin air, which is what you
recurrent spending from 1996-97 revised to that proposed fdtut in your media statement, you ought to be—

1997-98. First, the 1996-97 expenditure included $400 000 Mr Caudell interjecting:

spent to complete a one-off project relating to the Lake Eyre The CHAIRMAN:  Order! The Deputy Leader has the
Basin. Funding was specifically for this project and is notcall. o )
ongoing. A change in accounting arrangements will resultin M CLARKE:  The Minister ought not to be just the
expenditure of about $350 000, which was reflected infreasurer of the State, as the field would be too small for
‘protected areas management’ in 1996-97, being recordddM. He ought to be national Treasurer, and no less.
against ‘program management and support’ in 1997-98. This Members interjecting: . .
relates to expenditure on maintenance of infrastructure, which Mr CLARKE: There are no depths to which you will not

more accurately relates to the entire program rather than orééawl. In the 1995-96 budget paper No.2, the Government
specific program. funded the implementation of the parks review recommenda-

The withdrawal of $300 000 Commonwealth funding for ions with the first $1 million for a total project cost of
parks is part of a broader reduction in CommonwealthP2-8 million. In the next budget this project disappeared. Why
funding, and these reductions were partly offset by additiondid the Project evaporate, and what parks review recommen-
State Government spending of $500 000 through the pargatmns remain outstanding, how much was actually spent,
agenda. Gross expenditure appears to reduce becauseaGFj, were funds diverted to .the Mount Lofty cafe or other
accounting changes. The completion of one-off projects witfPrCiects? What are the details?
the subsequent return to base funding and the reduction jn_The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | am fascinated by the Deputy
Commonwealth funding should be clear. If this Governmen{-€ader’s reference to Mount Lofty as the Mount Lofty cafe.
had not supported the parks agenda with additional funding‘kno"" that members opposite are as wild as all hell that they

the reduction would have been an extra $500 000 higher. Thi{€re notable to achieve over 14 years what this Government
is the point | made earlier. as achieved with that development. | can understand their

The answer is similar for capital expenditure. By its veryfrustratlon and the Deputy Leader's concem that we have

nature, capital expenditure tends to be project based. Thbeen able to do something that they were not able to do for

L - ; 4 years. | can only presume, from what the Deputy Leader
means that there can be significant variations in the prograg saying, that he has not even visited the Mount Lofty site.

size as large one-off projects are completed. Examples of thi .

from 1996-97 include the Mount Lofty Summit redevelop- .I\If::eC;OAfléEé \Ilvr(])?t\(l)il' Well. if he had visited the Mount

ment project, with a budgeted cost of about $2.6 miliion; thj.[oft site a.nd.if He was féir diﬁkum he would realise that it

Naracoorte Caves project, costing about $1.5 million and th f Y f ’ f6. that it Id ,I inf .

was largely funded by the Commonwealth; and a furthef> & 'fom a caie, that it is a world class information centre
y as well as a significant restaurant and gateway to South

$1.4 million specific funding for completing the Coffin Bay . -
: . ustralia. If the Deputy Leader wants to carry on about this
Road and funding design work for Innes and Mambray Cree@evelopment, | can only presume that he is jealous of the fact

Roads. that we have been able to achieve it. | am very pleased that

The.re is never any guarantee.that t.he.projects for the r.‘eWe have been able to do so. | will ask the Director of Natural
year will be of high enough relative priority to be funded in pogqurces. Alan Holmes. to respond.

thatyear, and t_hi_s Government has resp_onded by committing n;- Homes: My recollection is that the Parks Review
another $2 million for capital expenditure on the parks,egjeq in the Government's increasing the capital base from
agenda in 1997-98, followed by even more in the years frong; 5 ijlion to about $3.5 million or $3.8 million. That
1998-99 through to 2002 and 2003. This is why the fur'd'n%ccurred in the first year after the Parks Review was main-

gpproved by this Government for the parks agenda is Spyneq in the second year. In large part, the Parks Agenda
important to the future of the parks and to the people of Sout sponds to issues raised in the Parks Review, and the

Australia. funding that is programmed through the Parks Agenda deals
The Government has not only approved an exirajth issues that arise from the Parks Review. So, the parks

$2.5 million above the base level of funding available forreview funding was maintained over subsequent years to be

parks in 1997-98 but it has also guaranteed that additiongbplaced in 1997-98 by the Parks Agenda funding.

funds will be provided for the next five years as well, "y CLARKE: Were any funds diverted to the Mount

amounting to $30 million in total. This will provide the surety | ofty café?

needed for the department to embark upon the rebuilding Ny Holmes: The funding of the Mount Lofty Summit

program that this State deserves and needs very much ag&elopment was a separate issue entirely from the Parks

result of our parks being left to deteriorate under the previougeyiew funding, and additional supplementation was

Government. provided for that development.

To summarise, although there is not a separate line for the Mr CLARKE: | well understand the pride which the
additional $2.5 million in figures aggregated at this level, itMinister has for the Mount Lofty café. It is his swan song
is there amongst a large number of other pluses and minusessfore he goes to London next year, if he can beat the Deputy
and it is important to recognise that that is the case. Leader to that post. | refer to the Parks Agenda announced by

To answer the question, the funding is there. It isthe Minister. The $3.2 million national parks road building
$2.5 million this year of new funding and a commitment toprogram was funded for $500 000 in 1995-96 and
$30 million in total over the next five years. $1.7 million in 1996-97, but has now disappeared from the
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forthcoming year’s program. Has the balance of this prograrhave had the opportunity to visit that area, but those who have
been recycled into the Parks Agenda capital item shown inecognise its significance.
this year’s budget to include roadworks? A principal objective of the RAMSAR convention is the
Mr Holmes: In answer to the previous question, | wise use of the wetlands concerned, and the Government is
indicated that the Parks Agenda replaced the Parks Revieg@mmitted to the preparation of a plan of management for the
funding. In so doing, it has picked up the range of initiativesCoongie Lakes RAMSAR site. A planning officer has been
that resulted from the Parks Review. So, the Parks AgendapPpointed to oversee the preparation of the plan which will
funding does include the ongoing road program and is paftivolve extensive consultation with and input from other
of the $30 million initiative. stakeholders who have vital interests in the area. It is very
The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | express my disappointment important that that consultation take place. The community
with both the launch of the Parks Agenda at Belair and thdcludes the pastoral and mining industries, particularly the
corporate launch last night. Invitations were extended to thiocal pastoral community, the Aboriginal community and
Opposition to be present at that launch. It was regrettable th#Ursm interests. _
the Opposition did not see fit to send a representative or to 1 NiS process is proceeding on schedule, and a draft of the
have anybody present as it was the launch of a very positivélan of management will be completed by April next year.
initiative. Currently, there is no proposal to allow mining in the
Mr CLARKE: | think Carolyn Pickles represented us. Coongie Lakes area of the Innamincka Regional R_eserve.
The Hon. D.C. Wotton: No, nobody was there. | just However, the Government has a proposal before it from
make the pbinf tﬁat I thini( it i’s a great disappoin.tment. |SA'\I-I—.|C.)hS 0 conducta\I/(vjesteirr.ll p;Lospect selstm|c S;Jg/gg ||?|the
hoped that this would be a non-political situation and tha_lt _aI rstiés o? ggiglri%lcv;li?]lé, o??milich %géelgggé??eg would Ib?a

e L MOk - ated within the Coongie Lakes Control Zone which, as |
hectares of parks in this State and the significant contnbutlogaid earlier, is an area of exceptional environmental signifi-

that _thos? parks continue to make_ to the protectio_n of ou ance identified at the time of the establishment of the
biodiversity and also as opportunities for ecotourism ang_ .. :

; b . ._fegional reserve in 1988.
appropriate development within those parks. Itis disappoint- In recognition of the exceptional environmental values of

ing ‘h?‘. we have' recei've.d. no positive support from the{he area and its status as a RAMSAR listed wetland of
Opposition regarding this initiative. international significance, the South Australian Government
Mr BROKENSHIRE: | refer to page 410 of the Program required the preparation of a declaration of environmental
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition makes statements aboyfdertook a program of consultation with key stakeholders
whether the Government should have been hands on or hanggq interest groups. While a DEF does not involve the same
off with the State Bank debacle. | point out to the Minister|eye| of detailed assessment as an environmental impact
that, with respect to the Bolivar treatment plant, which hasstatement, it is considered an appropriate level of assessment
been in urgent need of major maintenance for 20 years, Wy seismic survey work.
could have built 10 brand new sewage treatment plants with The technology and methodology applied to seismic
the money that the State Bank debacle cost South Austral@,rvey has changed markedly in recent years and current best

under the hands of the Labor Government. In that respect, thgactice, of which SANTOS is a leading exponent, has
Audit Commission said the Labor Government was hands ofyinimal environmental impact even in environmentally

when it should have been hands off, and that it was hands offensitive areas. If the seismic survey proceeds and the results

when it should have been hands on. However, it is clearly ggest oil or natural gas reserves sufficient to encourage
stated in the relevant Act that the Minister has to keep awagxp|oratory drilling and/or eventual product production, an
from the Environment Protection Authority. additional process of rigorous environmental assessment will
In a situation where we do need to be hands on—and e required.
congratulate the Minister for being hands on within his  Whilst the Wilderness Society of South Australia has
appropriate portfolio area—uwill the Minister explain what is nominated the Coongie Lakes area for wilderness assessment,
being done to ensure the maintenance of the conservatianis not possible to proclaim a wilderness area under the
values, for which he is responsible, of the Coongie Lakegrovisions of the Wilderness Protection Act while mining or
(which is a magnificent area out of Innamincka, and whichpetroleum tenements are in that vicinity. Bearing this in mind,
| encourage the Deputy Leader to visit some time if he cafhe Wilderness Advisory Committee is not planning any
find his way) and, in particular, why there appears to havémmediate assessment, but as the current petroleum tene-
been no EIS for the proposed seismic survey of the Coongigents expire in early 1999 the situation will be reviewed at
Lakes area? When full, this area is one of the most diversgat time. Certainly, the Government will make a decision on
inland waterways that | have ever seen and probably one @fie proposal seismic survey shortly. If it does proceed it will
the largest inland waterways in the world. be subject to a range of stringent environmental conditions.
The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | indicated earlier the pleasure ~ MrBROKENSHIRE: You mentioned SANTOS in what
that | take in the recognition that has been given byou were just giving us advice on. SANTOS, | understand,
Queensland, the Commonwealth and this State regarding thes been involved in supporting parks and so on in the last
need to protect Lake Eyre. There is no doubt that the Coongiew years.
Lakes RAMSAR wetlands are of international importance. The Hon. D.C. Wotton: SANTOS is one of a number of
This area covers almost two million hectares. It focuses owrganisations within the corporate sector that has shown some
the lower Cooper flood out and vast freshwater lake systensupport; but it is something that we would encourage from all
The RAMSAR convention recognises the outstanding naturadections of the corporate sector. | cannot say that SANTOS
values and habitat significance of the lower Cooper anttas been any more involved than many others. Reference has
Coongie Lakes complex. | do not know how many memberdeen made to support from companies such as RM Williams
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and Wirra Wirra, and there are many others that were referred Mr CAUDELL: My question concerns the biological
to last night. Clipsal has provided $200 000 for a new birdsurvey. Page 414 of the Estimates of Receipts and Payments
aviary in Cleland. Significant support has come from theefers to the State’s biological survey. Can the Minister

corporate sector. provide details of how much money will be spent on the
Mr CLARKE: From the Shooters’ Association, for State’s biological survey and how the survey relates to the
koalas. Government as part of the park’s agenda?

The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | am very pleased to be ableto ~ The Hon. D.C. Wotton: The member is quite right in
report, Mr Chairman, in response to the Deputy Leader thaecognising the importance of the biological survey. It is
our program of sterilisation of koalas on Kangaroo Island igmportant that we know what is above the ground in regard
proceeding very well indeed. to various ecosystems and to the biodiversity generally. The

Mr SCALZI: On page 414 of the Program Estimates andState’s biological survey is a very important component of
Information reference is made to the new Water Resourcd§e Government's strategy. Valuable data on the State’s
Act 1997. The program’s description shows the proclamatiorl?'Od'Vers'ty will assist in the proper protection and sustain-
of the new Water Resources Act as an achievement. MinisteRble management of our natural environment. Since 1971 the
what will the Government do about implementing the Act?Department of Environment and Natural Resources has been

The Hon. D.C. Wotton: The new Water Resources Act conducting systematic biological surveys of the vegetation

is, as | said earlier today, nationally recognised as aﬁmd invertebrate fauna over large areas of the State, as part
important and innovative step forward in integrating a0f the biological survey of South Australia. The aim of these

community-based approach towards water resources managel/Veys is to document the range of biological variation
ment. cross the State in order to improve long-term natural

Mr Clarke interjecting: resource management,

. The current capital works allocation for the biological
The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | am glad the Deputy Leader has survey is $300 000 per annum for five years. This has

referred to the intgrnational recognition that is given to the lowed us to significantly increase our programs and reduce
management of this State’s water resources—because tha IS previous almost total dependence on Commonwealth
gzﬁii rrlﬁ]?st.ngthﬁtstlfhg)ggg t\rlgail; Islegggg?/vniltﬂ%h :‘Sré Srgls sovernment funding for new survey programs; but it will not

earlier, 1L1s notjust p Ne ProgreSxomplete the program by 2005 as we had hoped. The
it is recognised nationally. Other States are envious of wh vernment gave a commitment in principle to complete the

we have been able to achieve in this State, and | am pleas% logical survey of South Australia by the end of 2005. The

that th'e worlg that IS beln'g done on water catchment MaNAYes 5vernment funded the first three years, 1994-95 to 1996-97,
ment in particular is being recognised internationally. TheIO $661 000

implementation of the Water Resources Act has already

commenced. | am currently considering nominations for ; .
membership of the South Australian Water Resource f eastern South Australia south of the Flinders Ranges. The

Council, as required under the Act. The council will be overnment is maintaining its commitment to the biological

apponid when e Act i proclamed, ich s expected =) 1 957 96 oy S360 a0 cabiapncng o
ocglijr:ee?g ?;):g;?;]; (':0 ncil will be to consider applica- ment will be used to attract Commonwealth funding and the
tions f Ir membershi :CJ ItV\r,:m nt wat rl man PP Im Natural Heritage Trust progress for a biological survey of the

ons for membership of catchment water manage er%andy Desert of north-eastern South Australia. | would hope
boards. Priority will be given to appointing members to the at, eventually, we might be able to seek support for funding
existing boards, the Patawalonga and the Torrens. This W'#[Iom the corporate sector for the biological survey to enable

minimige disruptions to the catchment programs presentIMS to proceed a little more quickly than we had envisaged. |
operating and proposed in the Patawalonga and Torre(:g

This funding enabled completion of the biological surveys

catchments after the current membership of the two boar ink itis vitally important to the State and | would be very

expires on 30 June. In keeping with the transitional provi- rprised if there was not support in .the corporate sector to
; s . . ._enable us to carry out that survey a little more quickly.

sions of the 1997 Act, | signalled my intention on 10 May this . . .

year to establish new community-based catchment water Mr CLARKE: The minutes of a meeting of the Patawa-

management boards for the northern Adelaide and Baros &nga Catchment Management Board_ held on 17 April
Onkaparinga and River Murray catchments. Indicate that the Mayor of Glenelg had raised concerns about

The new boards will develop holistic catchment Waterthefu_ture use_of effluent fromthe_ Glenelg sewage works for
. . . watering public reserves. The minutes state:
management plans for their proclaimed areas, using the ) )
contained in Part 7 of the Act. It is envisaged that the referraffJture as it may not be assessed suitable for reuse.
components within the planning processes will form the basislas the EPA allowed SA Water to downgrade the quality of
for integration of catchment water management plans, witleffluent from these works? At the beginning of Adelaide’s
other planning and natural resource management mechbig pong, the EPA said that the Glenelg sewage works was
nisms. Appropriate membership of catchment water managgart of the cause because of a new process that had been
ment boards is critical to their success and acceptance by tiroduced. What are the details of this new process and why
catchment community. At the public meetings that | havedid it cause this stink?
attended that is a point that has been made very clear by those The Hon. D.C. Wotton: Before | ask Mr Thomas to
who have attended the meetings. | have called for nominasontribute to this question, | have already indicated that the
tions for membership of the proposed new boards with a vieiEPA and SA Water have negotiated a plan to upgrade
to having skills-based boards established by late August. | atneatment works in the metropolitan area by the year 2001. It
pleased with the progress that has been made with regardia program worth $150 million. It is a lot of money to go
this important legislation. into environmental improvement. It is recognised that it is
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needed and, again, it is an area that was totally ignored by tH@pen spaces for recreational purposes are becoming scarce
previous Government and we are left with a considerable billvithin metropolitan area, especially within the inner metro-
and a considerable amount of work to bring up those plantgolitan area. Having my electorate very much in the inner
to a standard that would be accepted by the community. | wilinetropolitan area, it is almost claustrophobic at times. The
ask Mr Thomas to respond in more detail. Government is contributing to the scarcity by selling large
Mr Thomas: There are a number of issues that have beetracts of land previously owned by the Government, especial-
raised and | will endeavour to answer them all. First, withly land around schools. This is land which could be used for
regard to odour, | think it is fair to say that will be dealt with recreational, sporting or other community uses. Are you
by the auditor’s report. However, | did refer to a process issuprepared to declare a moratorium on the sale or development
involving sludge at the Glenelg plant which may haveof State-owned urban open spaces until a plan for the area has
contributed initially to the odour problem. | think that will be been agreed to by the community and the Government?
revealed in the auditor’'s report—and we still believe thatis The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | realise that there is some
the case—but | do not believe it is the main contributor asensitivity in this area. As far as the role of DENR, it is the
will come out in the report. selling agency and is not the agency that makes the decisions
In terms of effluent, the sludge from Glenelg, Christiesin regard to sale or otherwise of that land. Certainly, DENR
Beach and Port Adelaide is pumped via a pipeline to Bolivaparticipates in the Property Divestment Steering Committee
where itis collected in the sludge lagoons. However, effluentf Government and operates in accordance with the Depart-
currently is discharged into the ocean. Your question isnent of Premier and Cabinet instruction No.114 and guide-
primarily in reference to effluent. The nature of the questiorlines for the disposal of Government property. Current
suggested that there will be a downgrading of the effluenpractice is to resolve outstanding matters associated with
making it unsuitable for reuse. | do not know the exactissues such as contamination, open space, zoning and local
numbers, but | suspect that currently about 10 per cent tgovernment consultation prior to placing properties on the
15 per cent of Glenelg effluent is reused in that region for thenarket. Any variance of this practice is carried out with
local golf course and other local parks. The quality of effluentCabinet approval. | would want to say, in recognition of
for that sort of reuse does not have to be as high as fdbENR’s role, the sale of Government held land and open
horticulture reuse such as at Bolivar. | understand that thergpace is an issue across Government that is being worked on.
is no proposal to reuse it for horticultural use. Ifitwas tobe Mr CLARKE: What is your view?
used for horticultural use, then the quality would have to be The Hon. D.C. Wotton: My view is that, if we compare
increased through significant ultra filtration as is happeninghe space that has been retained over the past three years with
at Bolivar as part of the Virginia irrigators’ proposal. the years prior to that, | would suggest that this Government
The main efforts being developed through the Environ-has done fairly well. A number of significant sites were sold
mental Improvement Program to which the Minister referredy the previous Labor Government and some significant areas
are in relation to nutrient removal because nutrients havbave been retained under this Government. | refer to Bowker
been damaging the sea grass over the past 50 or 60 yea&reet—and | know of the Chairman’s interest in this section
Most of the capital to be invested is for nutrient removal soof land—to which the Government gave considerable
that damage to sea grass does not continue. One could ask tlansideration, and determined that that should be retained as
question: why does it not all go onto land? The intent of thisopen space.
Government and the EPA is to negotiate those EIPs so that Mr CLARKE: Again under ‘Resource Conservation and
we get as much effluent onto land and into reuse as we caManagement’, page 414 of the Program Estimates, the South
The difficulty is whether there is demand for it. At Bolivar Australian Farmers Federation has signalled its belief that the
there is high demand so we are currently negotiating &lative Vegetation Act requires major changes. The Farmers
significant reuse, but there has never been high demand leéderation believes that the Native Vegetation Act has
Glenelg. We would like there to be greater demand and thatchieved its original aim of stopping broadacre clearance, and
is the most limiting factor in its reuse rather than the qualitythat it is now standing in the way of sensible land manage-
Mr CLARKE: | have a supplementary question. It ment and well planned development. Does the Minister
sounded like the Mayor of Glenelg was keen on using thdelieve that the Native Vegetation Act should be freed up, as
water but was worried that the quality of the effluent wassuggested by the Farmers Federation, to allow development?
being downgraded. Do | take it from your answer that thereéOr does the Minister believe, as many conservationists would
has been no allowance by the EPA for SA Water to downsuggest, that the Native Vegetation Act should be tightened,
grade the quality of the effluent to date? as it is not fulfilling its objective of protecting native
Mr Thomas: That is news to me but | will follow it up vegetation?
and, if | feel there is a need to provide a supplementary The Hon. D.C. Wotton: As is so often the case with
response, | will do that. environmental issues, | believe that the mostimportant thing
The Hon. D.C. Wotton: In line with a number of is to obtain an appropriate balance in this area. Nobody is
comments that have been made today about the reuse mibre aware of the interest in the native vegetation legislation
water, it is significant what is now being done in this wholethan I, and there is extreme interest shown by the two
area. If we look at the progress that is being made with therganisations to which the honourable member has referred.
recharging of aquifers, the reuse of water for recreationaDbviously, the Conservation Council would wish that the
purposes, and the turnaround in recent years from pumpiriggislation should be strengthened, and it has made strong
effluent out into the ocean to providing it for recreational andrepresentation to me. The Farmers Federation is of the
horticultural purposes, it is quite significant. Over the next 12opinion, as the member has indicated, that the legislation
months or so we will see considerable advancements in thahould be amended to provide more flexibility.
whole area. It is my opinion that the legislation is reasonable in its
Mr CLARKE: My next question relates to page 414 of current form. | have had discussions with both the Conserva-
Program Estimates—resource conservation and managemeiiiin Council and the Farmers Federation and | have indicated



25 June 1997 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY—ESTIMATES COMMITTEE B 185

that it is not my intention to open up the legislation for community for a cleaner South Australia, | believe that we
amendment. Opportunities have been provided, and | believan look forward to an improved situation in the future.
that there need to be more opportunities provided for both the The role of KESAB is pivotal to the success of the litter
South Australian Farmers Federation and the Conservatigstrategy. Its involvement at grassroots level cannot be
Council to get together to talk out some of these issues. | hauenderestimated. The Environment Protection Authority and
indicated on a number of occasions that | would be interesteireasury have provided KESAB with a $155 000 grant each
in being part of those discussions. But, at this stage, it is ndtnancial year, and it was supplemented with a further
my intention to open up that legislation. $100 000 in the 1996-97 budget. In addition, the EPA has
Mr BROKENSHIRE: My question relates to page 415 $40 000 set aside in its budget for monitoring performance,
of the Program Estimates and Information. It is stated thatonsultancy services and servicing the litter committee. | am
one of the specific targets for 1997-98 is to implemenfpleased with the progress that is being made and | believe that
strategies for litter control. How will the litter strategy be we will soon see significant improvements in that whole area
implemented, what funds are to be dedicated to this, and whaf dealing with litter.
role will be played by KESAB? Mr BROKENSHIRE: | have a supplementary question
The Hon. D.C. Wotton: As the member for Mawson on that issue. This morning, when travelling through my
would know, the litter strategy discussion paper was releaseglectorate, | noticed a rubbish truck collecting litter, where
by this Government in March 1996. The document discussethe hydraulic ram had not tipped all of the litter in from the
litter fines, appropriate bins that could be used, highway littebin and it had fallen out onto the road. | note the Minister said
abatement, container deposit legislation, plastic bagsarlier that there needs to be a holistic approach. Does the
building sites, industry codes of practice, best practice aninister see local government, the contractors, industry and
Government expenditure. The document received widéhe community all needing to adopt best practice standards
community support and, according to most of the commenif this litter problem is to be addressed?
that we received, it was recognised as being a sensible The Hon. D.C. Wotton: Yes.
approach to litter control. | believe that most people in the Mr SCALZI: | refer to page 414 of the Program Esti-
community recognise, as does the Government, by the titlmates, relating to Torrens Lake dredging. This is of great
that was given to that campaign, ‘Litter: It Is Your Choice’, interest to all South Australians and especially the city of
that Governments can only do so much. Governments cann8tlelaide. Can the Minister explain how this project is
have litter police behind every tree or building. It really progressing?
comes down to responsibility on the part of individual The Hon. D.C. Wotton: It is progressing very slowly at
citizens as to whether they litter or not. Téhecumentalso this stage.
detailed a number of strategies to reduce litter—enforcement Mr Clarke interjecting:
strategy, equipment strategy, education strategy and The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | am not in charge. The Deputy
information strategy. Leader might be aware that the project officers are the
The document also called for the formation of a litter Adelaide City Council.
committee to continue the work necessary to oversee and Members interjecting:
implement the litter strategy. The litter committee is working  The CHAIRMAN: There is no point of order.
well,  am pleased to say. It comprises membership from the The Hon. D.C. Wotton: Itis a triviality on the part of the
Conservation Council of South Australia, the Local Govern-Opposition. The present state of Torrens Lake tells a sorry
ment Association, the Retail Traders Association, thestory of neglect—one that this Government has pledged to
Environment Protection Authority, KESAB, McDonald’s turn around. Itis unfortunate that when most people think of
Family Restaurants, Recyclers of South Australia, théhe Torrens they are not so terribly interested in the fantastic
Beverage Industry Recycling Fund, the Beverage Industryork that is going on upstream under the management of the
Environment Council and the South Australian Employersatchment management boards but tend to think more of the
Chamber of Commerce and Industry and it is chaired byforrens Lake. | guess the same thing applies to some extent
Robert Brokenshire, MP. The litter strategy is being reviewedvith the Patawalonga: we hear more about a few cartons
by the committee, and the programs have been reviewed ffoating in the Patawalonga Basin than the magnificent work
order to prioritise those programs. that is going on upstream.
| believe that litter is of concern to the average South The dredging of Torrens Lake is a key project being
Australian. | believe that, particularly through the beverageaindertaken jointly by Adelaide City Council, the Torrens
container legislation, we have been able to maintain a veratchment Water Management Board and the State Govern-
high standard of cleanliness in South Australia. | believe thatent. The project will remove sediment which has accumu-
itis recognised, when one drives from South Australia to théated in the lake over the last 60 years. The project has been
other States, that South Australia continues to be the cleanasttiated by the Torrens Catchment Water Management
State, as far as litter is concerned, and it is certainly th®oard, which itself is an initiative of this Government to
intention of this Government that that should continue. Butaddress the serious water quality and other problems affecting
there is a need to consider a number of areas—where we dloe River Torrens catchment. The Torrens Lake project has
with the whole issue of beverage container legislationbeen managed by the Adelaide City Council, and | am
whether it should be extended; and whether there are othdelighted with the interest that has been shown in the need to
opportunities for Government and local government to workget on with this project by the new Lord Mayor. She has
more closely together. indicated over a long period a real interest in these matters
As | have said on numerous occasions, | believe that wand has been, and continues to be, a member of the Patawa-
are very lucky in this State to have organisations likelonga Catchment Board and has contributed significantly to
KESAB, with the information and educational opportunitiesthe running of that board and its responsibilities.
that it provides through schools and community organisa- Prior to commencing the project, however, it has been
tions. As | mentioned earlier, with the support of thenecessary to give careful consideration to an appropriate site
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close to the lake where the sediment can be dewatered. | The Hon. D.C. Wotton: It is an important issue, and it
understand that that has now been finalised. The project isveas something that the Government indicated in Opposition
complicated one but, notwithstanding that and the delay té¢ would very much like to see happen. A considerable
date, it is expected that the dredging will commence iramount of work is being done. There have been a number of
September this year. This project is yet another example giresentations to the Natural Resources Cabinet Committee
this Government’s working in partnership with other of which | am a member, and | am pleased with the progress
responsible bodies to achieve outcomes which otherwiseeing made by the department on this initiative. | would not
would be waiting and gathering dust on the shelves. like to say exactly when a decision is likely to be made but,

Mr CAUDELL: My question deals with Newland Head. as far as | am concerned, the sooner we can work through a
Page 410 of the Program Estimates refers to coast managasuple of complexities associated with it and come out with
ment and Crown estate administration. Can the Ministea positive response the better it will be.
explain what the Government is doing to protect this portion Mr CLARKE: Does DENR have any input into the
of the Heysen Trail and the conservation values at Newlandxpenditure of the environmental levy on sewerage ac-
Head generally? counts—about $10 million a year | understand—and should

The Hon. D.C. Wotton: There are many of us who enjoy these funds be allocated by DENR?
the beauty of the area surrounding Newland Head. Certainly, The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | do not believe we do, but | ask
it has been, and continues to be, a favourite spot of mine, ardr Thomas to respond.
we all recognise that it is important. Mr Thomas: No, we do not have any input as to how that

Mr Brokenshire interjecting: money is expended. It is collected by SA Water and it is

The Hon. D.C. Wotton: It is in close proximity to money thatis set aside for its own projects for environmental
Waitpinga. Coastal access and the integrity of the Heyseanhancement. However, we get a fraction of that levy as part
Trail are currently being examined by the District Council of of EPA revenue, and | think it is close to $400 000 per
Victor Harbor and the relevant Government agencies thannum; it is only a fraction of the total levy. | can get the total
have an interest in this area. The Coastal Management Branamount if the honourable member is interested.
of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources has Mr CLARKE: The Minister announced a program of
prepared a base plan on the area to show the Heysen Tra#5.19 million for coast protection and rehabilitation works,
Crown land boundaries, erosion prone areas and vegetatiamcluding the construction of groynes, flood surge barriers
that requires conservation from which options for consideringagnd sand replenishment at specific locations. Will the
public access can be prepared. Minister detail the nature of works at specific locations with

A survey is also being arranged to determine the cadastrabsts that make up this program, in other words, give the full
boundaries of the coastal reserve along the cliff top and details, and will he say whether these works coincide with the
search is being done to clarify which Government departrecommendations of the review of the management of our
ments have control of the various sections of the land. Theoast, whether the review recommendations will be made
Southern Hills Soil Conservation Board is in the process opublic or whether they are being saved up as election
drafting a management plan for one of the properties whiclannouncements?
could suffer from grazing and erosion, and the local coast Mr BROKENSHIRE: Where are your policies? Where
care group is applying for funds to carry out rehabilitationare Labor’s policies?
work. Mr CLARKE: You'll get them.

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources The Hon. D.C. Wotton: The sand replenishment project
is examining the amalgamation of the coastal reserve with this in accordance with the metropolitan beach protection
Newland Head Conservation Park to provide appropriatstrategy as Government policy, and | referred to that earlier.
management and conservation for what is recognised as do bring the Deputy Leader up to speed, public tenders were
important coastline. Bearing in mind the high level of publiccalled to replenish the Brighton beach with 200 000 cubic
interest, it is intended that there will be early consultationmetres of sand within the preliminary department estimates
with landholders and key community groups, but it isfor the Coast Protection Board of $2.5 million in the financial
essential that the beauty of this area be retained, and tlyear 1997-98. A contract was let for 250 cubic metres of
Government is very keen to work with local government tosand. The scheduled biannual volume of 200 000 cubic
ensure that that happens. metres was increased to 250 000 cubic metres to maximise

Mr CLARKE: | refer to page 411 of the Estimates andthe advantage of lower rates within the 1997-98 budget limit
water monitoring. Has DENR been involved in plans to pipeof $2.5 million.
treated sewage effluent from Christies Beach to Willunga for Cabinet approved additional funds of $1.9 million to
irrigation uses? What benefits have been identified? Have yaextend the contract to 600 000 cubic metres to take advantage
considered the option of building a new waste water treatef cost savings of $2.9 million in 1997 dollars at a 5 per cent
ment plant at Seaford Rise and to pipe both treated sewagkscount rate over six years to 2004-2005. So, the new
effluent and stormwater to the Willunga Basin as an alternacontract is being prepared. The work will commence at the
tive to piping effluent from Christies Beach? What is end of August this year and continue through September,
DENR's view of that proposal? taking approximately five weeks to complete.

The Hon. D.C. Wotton: The construction of a pipeline— The larger contract has been approved by all authorities.
not so much the possibility of a Seaford Rise development—Fhe City of Holdfast Bay supports the replenishment strategy,
is currently being considered by the Water Policy Divisionand open criticism is not anticipated. As the work is to be
of the department and by the Natural Resources Cabinearried out during the winter months and early spring, the
Committee. impact of any turbidity on seagrasses and disruptions to beach

Mr CLARKE: As a supplementary question, is thereaccess in the vicinity of this discharge pipe will be minimal.
likely to be a decision or an announcement soon? It is The report of the coastal management Adelaide metropoli-
obviously an important issue for the people down south. tan beach review was forwarded to me by the Chairman of
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the reference group, Malcolm Kinnaird. | am pleased with thesland, 10 of them being Green Corps trainees from the

results of that report. Commonwealth-funded employment initiative for young
Mr CLARKE: You should want to tell us. people between the ages of 17 and 20 years.
The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | am quite happy to tell you. | Also, our knowledge of the koala, which is poorly

am quite happy for the details of that report to be providedunderstood, is being increased through cooperative research
The implications of the report, which is what it is all about, projects with our universities and other research agencies.
are currently being examined with a view to its public releaseThese results will significantly improve our understanding of
A strategy for the report’s public release and implementatiokoala ecology and will have positive benefits for koala
is being developed. The pleasing thing about it was that thenanagement throughout Australia, including the constant
reference group concluded that the general strategy beingview and updating of the program here in South Australia.
followed by the Coast Protection Board and the Coastalgain, that is a positive aspect of this program and it
Management Branch over the past 20 years, which goes bademonstrates the difficulties that we have had to encounter.
to the Culver report, was essentially sound, other than the fatta decision had been made to cull, as the Deputy Leader has
that it found some areas in which there was a need for finadvocated, we would have had to continue to cull once that
tuning. Overall, the people who carried out that report hagrrogram had started.
exceptional skills in this area. We were fortunate to have We faced two major problems in this whole area. The first
someone of the calibre of Malcolm Kinnaird chairing the was the fact that previous Governments must have recognised
review. | have been very pleased with that whole process. that this particular issue was going to reach crisis point at
Mr CAUDELL: | refer to koalas and to page 414 of the some stage, but no action was taken by the previous Labor
Program Estimates, where reference is made to the manag@evernment over 11 years to do anything about it. Secondly,
ment plan for koalas on Kangaroo Island. Will the Ministerabsolutely no work had been carried out in this whole area of
indicate the benefits of the sterilisation program as opposefgrtility control of koalas. The fact that that research is being
to the culling suggestion of the member for Ross Smith? carried out and the program is in place will be helpful for
Mr CLARKE: The member for Reynell! Victoria and will be valuable information for South Australia.
Mr CAUDELL: Ross Smith. You suggested it before—  Mr BROKENSHIRE: | refer to pages 410 and 411 of the
you referred to shooters and to shooting koalas. You said Program Estimates—'Program/Sub-Program Resources’. |
before; it's on the record. refer to the department’s magnificent operation at Netley
The Hon. D.C. Wotton: As | have pointed out previously, (Mapland) which does infra-red imagery. That group is now
the Department for Environment and Natural Resources idoing quite a lot of work in the Willunga Basin, where this
involved in the preparation of a number of innovativeinfra-red imagery photography will help with irrigation by
initiatives. |1 was informed recently that we might be consideridentifying dry areas that could not be located previously. It
ing a goose management plan, but we have not put too muds leading edge technology. My questions are: first, is the
resources into that at this stage! | am pleased with th#linister supportive of the technological work that that
progress that has been made with the sterilisation program eéction is doing; and, secondly, does he believe that South
koalas. | could spend some time talking to the Committedustralia has a leading edge in those areas?
about the tubal ligation of female koalas if someone would The Hon. D.C. Wotton: Again, that is correct. The work
like to ask me a question about it. The program is workinghat is being carried out down there is significant, and it is
well, although it has been a very controversial one. leading edge. The Resource Information Group of DENR is
There has been a lot of community input into this wholeinvolved in two large mapping projects associated with
subject. As has been explained on numerous occasions, thational initiatives. The group may also become involved in
Government had no alternative but to give consideration tproviding essential base data for several projects in the
this program and it is working well. The program, which wasFederal Government’s natural heritage trust program as well.
developed in cooperation with Victoria, has now successfullyFive years ago the Murray-Darling Basin Commission
treated well over 700 animals in three months at a rate ofommissioned the Resource Information Group to produce
about 100 a week. The fertility control program is integrateda photographically based map series of the whole of the
with translocation of some animals to the koalas’ native rangéength of the River Murray. The purpose of that series was to
in the South-East and with revegetation projects to enhangarovide for the first time a reliable homogenous base upon
the habitat for all wildlife. which planners, developers, managers and monitors of the
One of the most pleasing things about what we areiver system could plan and record their activities.
achieving on Kangaroo Island is the community supportthat The national program of standard scale topographic
has been shown in the setting up of the mobile veterinarynapping was initiated by the former National Mapping
clinic or caravan. A lot of commitment has been shown byCouncil of Australia. The map production was set up by State
National Parks staff and the community. A considerableand Federal Governments to collect and present topographic
amount of patience has been shown by the Kangaroo Islandformation in a methodical coordinated way to a national
community itself. standard on a common referencing system. Within South
Overall, the program is a successful one. It has a budgeétustralia, map coverage of agricultural areas has been the
of some $635 000 to be spent over two years. Fundingesponsibility of the State Government and pastoral areas
sources for the program are $150 000 (or $75 000 both ihave been the responsibility of the Federal Government.
years one and two) from the Commonwealth and $485 000 If members have not taken the opportunity to look at what
($135 000 in year one and $100 000 in year two) in underis happening with the Resource Information Group at Netley,
writing public appeals from this State Government. Onlythey are welcome to do so. It is a fantastic story. This is a
recently | launched the public appeal, and we hope to be ablgroup of very committed people who have achieved a
to raise at least $250 000 from State contributions. considerable amount for this State and nationally through the
There are also direct economic benefits for Kangaroavork they are doing. That section of the department has the
Island, with 17 people employed on the program on theotential of participating in several of the 15 projects coming
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under the umbrella of the Natural Heritage Trust program. It81 December last year, | want to know what research has
involvement will depend on the success of South Australia'®een undertaken by the EPA of the effect on the gulf at West
bids for funding for various regional projects and the need foBeach of plans announced by the Premier to mix effluent
a land related database upon which projects can be plann&@m the Glenelg sewage works with stormwater from the
and monitored, but we are very fortunate to have that worlSturt River for discharge through a sub-marine pipe. Further,
going on in South Australia. | encourage members to have what advice has been given to the Minister on the likely
look for themselves at the work that is being carried out. effect on sand movement and retention at West Beach of the
Mr SCALZI: Will the Minister provide details of what proposed offshore boat facility and how will this be man-
impact the Murray-Darling initiative has had on cappingaged?
water diversions and what gains that cap has had or will have The Hon. D.C. Wotton: The Government is committed
for South Australia? to two objectives: redeveloping the Glenelg foreshore so that
The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | think the agreement by all of it provides first-class recreational and community facilities
the States in the Murray-Darling Basin Commission to theand also reducing land-based pollution discharges in order to
capping initiative is one of the most fundamentally importantprotect the marine environment. We have had a number of
decisions affecting the sustainability of the Murray-Darlingquestions on that so | will not go into that detail. The marine
Basin that has ever been made. Together with other Ministerppllution of the metropolitan coastline comes from two
I was disappointed that this issue was not able to be conclugrincipal sources, stormwater and treated sewage effluents.
ed last week when the Murray-Darling Ministerial Council Improving the amenity of the Patawalonga and the Glenelg
met, because it was intended that that should be the cagereshore has required the removal of sediment using
However, at the last minute, Queensland Ministers were nairedging, and that process has been completed.

able to attend. A special meeting of the Murray-Darling  Reducing ecological impacts from stormwater and sewage
Ministerial Council will be called on 25 July to finalise that effluent is more difficult and will take much longer. Storm-
Situaton. water improvements will occur through the introduction of
For the first time, it has been agreed that a balance neeg$oa codes of practice and through a capital works program
to be struck between consumptive and in-stream users gfplemented by the catchment water management boards. It
water in the basin. The first step in achieving this balance hag estimated that through these initiatives sediment loads to
been to establish a cap on diversions which reflects thge patawalonga catchment will be reduced by 50 per cent
current level of use. This will ensure that the increasing trengyer the next five to 10 years. The stormwater diversion
in total diversions from the basin will cease and therefore;cheme will incorporate a new sedimentation facility and,
protect the existing environmental integrity of the river andypile not as large as the Patawalonga Basin, could if properly
maintain the economic and social resources of the region.gesigned and maintained provide an efficient sediment
To give him credit, the former Minister (Hon. removal system for small to medium flows in the Patawa-

J.H.C. Klunder) of the previous Labor Government first putionga. | ask Mr Thomas to refer specifically to the involve-
the idea of a cap to the Ministerial Council. | was pleasedyent of the EPA in this area.

when | became Minister to support that. | think we are all
particularly pleased now that we have reached a stage Wheéen
that cap is about to be put in place. If somebody had said
decade ago or less that it was likely that we would have th
cooperation of the four States involved to be able to put th
cap in place, we would have all felt that that was highlye
unlikely and virtually impossible to achieve. The responsibleo

attit_ude ad_opted by SQUth Au_strgi_lia, part_icula_rly overa Iongnot yet been put before us because they have not completed
period of time, regarding the limiting of diversions from the their feasibility work.

Murray is a very good record that has been recognised by the Mr CLARKE: The local effect on sand movement and

independent audit that was put in place to finalise the ca .
with the four States. Petention at West Beach of the proposed offshore boat

I think South Australia can be very proud of what has beerﬁac'“ty? ) ) )
achieved in this area. It is vitally important for South ~ The Hon. D.C. Wotton: The Coast Protection Board is

Australia that we get it right as far as the Murray is con-continuing to provide advice for me on thatissue. | met with
cerned. Itis our lifeblood, and we stand to lose or gain mordn€ Chairman of the Coast Protection Board, Skip Tonkin, a
from this whole exercise than any other State. | believe that0uPle of weeks ago. | have asked him to keep me informed
the capping initiative will result in a much improved situa- N aregular basis. | have not received further information to
tion, particularly in terms of the improved environmental this time. Certainly, sand replenishment and sand movement
flow which will come into South Australia and which will in ar€ significant issues that we have to waich very closely. |
turn have a very positive impact on the quality of water inhave made it very clear to the catchment board that there is
South Australia. a necessity to keep me informed on those issues.

Mr CLARKE: Minister, | want to deal with the Patawa- ~ Mr CLARKE: The Patawalonga Catchment Management

longa, Program Estimates page 410. | know that this is 8oard has advised the Opposition that a priority for the
matter of extreme interest to the Chairman who, of course, igatchment plan is the urgent upgrading of the Heathfield
very much interested in the Patawalonga development andsEwage works. What timelines are being placed on the
know how he very much favours an open channel for thé8A Water Corporation by the EPA to upgrade this plant?
stormwater going out to West Beach. In any event, other thaWhat standards will be applied? Will land-disposal instead
the fact that we would all be vitally interested in knowing of discharge to the creek be a condition of the licence?
when both you and the current Premier are going to take adip The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | received a detailed response on
in the Patawalonga, since you missed the deadline dhat just recently, and | have not got it with me. | will take

Mr Thomas: With regard to the combined outfall, this is
ew initiative and it is an idea which has been put forward
the MFP which is currently working on the feasibility for
at project. Once it has some idea of how it will operate—
nd it will have to conduct some modelling as to what
nvironmental impacts there will be, compared with separate
utfalls—that information will be put before the EPA. It has
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that question on notice and provide that information later tgarticularly for young people in the way of educational
the Deputy Leader. experiences, to be able to stay on site would be unique. The
Mr CLARKE: Does the Minister agree with the General huge amount of land presents great opportunities. It is all
Manager of the Patawalonga Catchment Authority, Mr Alanabout ecotourism, and it is doing very well with the facilities
Ockenden, that it is okay to send the 62 tonnes of contamihat it already has developed. | strongly support the oppor-
nants that pass into the Patawalonga each year direct into thenities that might be provided with appropriate cabin-type
gulf at West Beach because this is less than the contaminati@@commodation on that site.
loads from the Torrens and Glenelg sewage works? Mr CLARKE: Will the Minister provide a schedule of
The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | was not aware that Mr the grants made under this line to the various community
Ockenden had made that statement. | will take that questiosrganisations for the last financial year?
on notice and speak to Mr Ockenden about that. It would be The Hon. D.C. Wotton: The grants for war concessions
helpful if the Deputy Leader could tell me when Mr are as follows: Legacy Club, $200; the Returned Services
Ockenden made that statement. League (grant towards burial costs of ex-service personnel),
Mr CLARKE: | will speak to the Minister at the conclu- $900; and the Tubercular Soldiers Aid Society, $900; making
sion of this session. | do not expect the Minister to have the, total of $2 000. The grants for other miscellaneous pay-
information here, but can | have details on fees expended byients are as follows: retraining and research into arid zone
DENR on consultancies and on any polls or advertising? ecology, $9 000; the Royal Zoological Society of South

The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | shall take that on notice. Australia—Adelaide Zoo, $2.012 million and Monarto,
The CHAIRMAN: There being no further questions, | $496 000; total, $2.517 million.
declare the examination of the vote completed. Mr CLARKE: Regarding the information the Minister

sought with respect to my question on the Patawalonga, the

comment by Mr Ockenden is contained in t@aiardian

Messenger on page 1 of Wednesday 2 April 1997 under the

L i heading ‘Big picture plea to Pat outlet critics’.

Minister for the Environment and Natural Resources— The CHAIRMAN: There being no further questions, |
Other Payments, $2 519 000 declare the examination of the vote completed.

The CHAIRMAN: | declare the proposed payments open
for examination.

Mr BROKENSHIRE: | refer to the budget line for
Monarto. | understand that there have been some significant
achievements at Monarto in recent times which will stand for
a long time in the future, as to the stead and direction of $160 998 000
Monarto with respect to some infrastructure. | also under- .
stand that they are having some success with breeding Membership:
programs. Can the Minister enlighten us on these matters? Ms Stevens substituted for Mr Clarke.

The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | am delighted to do so briefly. )
| have a particular interest in Monarto, and recently the Departmental Advisers:

Chairman and | had a very pleasurable visit to Monarto. lam Mr R. Deyell, Chief Executive Officer, Department of
particularly interested because during my previous term asamily and Community Services.

Minister we were able to set aside this land at Monarto for Mr J. Fiebig, Director, Office of the Ageing.

agistment and a future open range zoo. | am delighted with

the progress that has been made and | am pleased that the zooThe CHAIRMAN: | declare the proposed payments open
now is open to the public seven days a week. Recently | hatpr examination and invite the Minister to make an introduc-
the opportunity to attend the opening of the new visitor centrdory statement if he wishes, following which I will give the

at Monarto, and | again invite, on behalf of the Royallead speaker for the Opposition a similar opportunity.
Zoological Society, any members of the committee who have The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | would like to make a brief
not been to Monarto to go up and have a look at it. opening statement regarding the responsibilities that | have

It is an excellent facility: the new visitor centre is superb.in ageing and then, with the concurrence of the Committee,
I cannot recall the name of the architects, but they are thewhen we move into other issues relating to Family and
same architects who were involved with the visitor centre ifCommunity Services, | will make another brief statementin
the Southern Vales. The breeding programs are working weikegard to FACS.
and the bilby breeding program is going better than expected. The 1997-98 budget marks an important time to consider
It is a great place to take kids, families or anybody. | amthe reforms that this Government has introduced into ageing
thrilled with the progress that has been made at Monarto. in South Australia. These reforms have clearly recognised the

Mr BROKENSHIRE: As a supplementary question, social impacts brought about by this State’s having the
when | was there the manager told me that they hoped &ighest ageing population of any State in Australia. When this
some time to have accommodation at Monarto so that peopf@overnment came into power three years ago it found an
could experience the sunrise, the activities of the wildlife andigeing portfolio devoid of both direction and funding. In the
the flora. He said that the zoo could tie in the environmenthree years of this Government, we have set out a firm policy
with ecotourism to generate economic activity, perhaps withlirection for ageing in ‘Ageing—A Ten Year Plan for South
the possibility of corporate sponsorship in something that wagwustralia’ and an increase in funding that has seen the Home
unique. Do you agree with those proposals? and Community Care Program surge ahead by $20 million

The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | would be keen to support such from $47.7 million in 1992-93 to $67.7 million in the latest
a project. | think the opportunity that would be provided, year.

Department for Family and Community Services,
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This 42 per centincrease in the three consecutive years of Both direction and funding were badly needed when this
growth, adding an average of nearly $7 million a year toGovernment came to office. The best report card on Labor’s
HACC funding, reflects this Government’s commitment tocommitment to older people comes from the Australian
older people. This commitment has been maintained in thifstitute of Health and Welfare. When reporting on Aus-
year’s budget even within an environment that has not beetnalian’s aged-care services the Institute said of funding levels
conducive to spending because of the continuing State Barik 1993-94:
debt legacy. This commitment has involved the establishment g .+ australia had the lowest level of HACC provision in
of: relation to the frail, aged population of all Australian States.

- The Ethnic Older Persons Grants Program which aIIocatea . . . .
$147 000 each year to the Coordinating Italian CommitOne of the major tasks this Government has set itself is to
tee, the Greek Orthodox community, ANFE and the Greel€nsure that ollder pgople in South Australia are not second-
Welfare Centre, plus $55 000 to other ethnic organisa¢!2Ss Australian citizens, where the amount of home care
tions. service one might receive in some regions of this State are
$196 000 has been allocated to the Grants for Seniofé!f the level of those available to the average Victorian. The
Program which includes $45 000 already advanced to thACC program will grow by about $2.6 million in 1997-98.

Council on the Ageing for Seniors Week in 1997. rowth will be achieved by matching the Commonwealth
$200 000 has been made available for the implementatiofffer for additional funding. Funding for respite care has
of the Ten Year Plan for this year. grown since 1992-93 from $3.7 million to $6.9 million.

The 14 per cent of South Australia’s population aged ggiome help domiciliary care and home nursing funding has
and above and born in non-English speaking countries areS0 increased.
very important element in our community structure, bringing  Additional funding is not the only progress that we are
to it much needed diversity and experience, skills and culturénaking. We are also exploring options for doing things
thereby enriching the quality of life of all South Australians. better. In the northern suburbs, there is a coordinated care
Hence our support for Ethnic Aged, which also includesdtrial of national significance in Care 21. Along with the other
funding through the HACC program for services such agoordinated care trial, Health Plus, Care 21 is seeking to
Ethnic Link. bring about better care outcomes for older people through

Older Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island people are beindoest practice approaches in care management coordination.
given particular priority by this Government. In general, theirThis trial will add to the reputation that South Australia
lifespans are about 20 years less than other people @ready has, both nationally and internationally, as a State of
Australian society. A research tender has recently been let Bgnovation in aged care. We are working closely with the
the Office for the Ageing which will focus on the causes andCommonwealth to develop a national framework for healthy
how these might be addressed. Funding for services fageing. The framework will reflect the philosophy of
Aboriginal people is also high priority and this has beenwellness in ‘Ageing—A Ten Year Plan for South Australia’.
reflected in the recent Office for the Ageing funding rounds | conclude by saying that support for carers has been given
which have seen grants of over $500 000 directed towardsonsiderable prominence. Funding for respite services, day
Aboriginal communities, particularly those in remote areasare and carer support has doubled in the life of this Govern-
of the State. A senior management position concentrating ament, and | am also working on a package of measures for
Aboriginal issues has been established within the Office fotarers which will be announced as part of our election policy.
the Ageing to work with Aboriginal communities in the This Government has achieved significant advances in the
development of better and more appropriate services for oldefrea of ageing and has established a guiding philosophy and
Aboriginal people. direction across Government and in the community. More

Importantly, funding for older people is now underpinnedthan that, however, this philosophy has been backed up by
by the guiding philosophy of the Ten Year Plan—the concepfunding and a determination to continue to improve on what
that all South Australians continue to enjoy full citizenshipwe are already doing well.

in our community, irrespective of age or frailty, and thatthe  \1s STEVENS: My question relates to page 430 and the
whole of Government takes into account the needs and righ ogram title ‘Ageing and Community Care’. The report

of older people in this State. To monitor the implementatio Ageing—A Ten Year Plan for South Australia’ clearly

of the Ten Year Plan, | established a ministerial advisoryqenifies the importance of increased funding for home and
board on ageing, most ably chaired by Dame Roma Mitchell,ommunity care as a major issue. | believe the recommenda-
The ministerial a(_jwsory board has recently ha_d discussiongyn in the report is that HACC program funding will achieve
with most portfolios across Government and in every arége pational funding standard over the 10 year period of the
advances have been made to improve the way in WhiChlan_that is, 1995 to 2005. | have looked at the 1996-97

services are being developed and tailored around the neeggn 4| plan for the Home and Community Care Program, and
of older people. For example, in education there has been g gte the following comment made therein:

significant increase in the marketing of courses in computer ] )
education. That marketing has resulted in many more older teF%Ié)V(\)Ig;Pegt]i% r?otwéncog‘r‘)’;%ﬁght g%%?]}gsebltjfﬂg?ta%%?\tlei|l|ngg[l;pe)?‘l-d
people participating in these classes. In transport, voluntgé]iavily on fees collection in the future.

transport services have been or are in the process of bem% i ] )

developed in a number of country and outer metropolitat have some questions in relation to those statements. The
areas, including the Willunga basin, the Riverland, Midfirst is: how will the South Australian expgndlture |n.the
North, Murray Mallee and the South-East. Funding hasl997-98 budget under HACC compare with the national
grown for crime prevention through such schemes agverage?

Neighbourhood Watch and the Home Assist Scheme which The Hon. D.C. Wotton: We are well below the national
provides advice and assistance to people to secure theiverage, and thatis of very real concern to me. | have already
homes. indicated in my opening statement—
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Ms STEVENS: Can you tell me, more specifically, how Whitbread, Chief Executive of the City of Charles Sturt;

much below? Trevor Starr, City Manager, City of West Torrens Thebarton;
The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | will ask Mr Fiebig, the Mark Withers, Director of Community Development for the
Director, to answer that question. City of Port Adelaide; Dr L. Mykyta, Clinical Director and

Mr Fiebig: If the population figures were taken in relation Executive Officer of Western Domiciliary Care; and Mr Gus
to the HACC program and compared to national averagegjrotter, Chairperson, Western Suburbs Dementia Lobby, and
South Australia would be around about $25 million tothey state:
$30 million below the national level of funding that oughtto  As service providers for people with disability of all ages who
be in the program, compared to the average across Australi@side in the western metropolitan region, we wish to bring our

The Hon. D.C. Wotton: The Committee needs to concerntoyou as we believe that recent developments in the Home

o T ; nd Community Care program will have a major negative impact on
unc:]erstand that this is las a res_ult of a lack of priority glverr]fbe people that we both serve. In its latest draft annual plan for the
to that area over a very long period of time. | have been intenfjome and Community Care program, the Office for the Ageing has
to try to improve that over the past three years, and thiganked out of 11 regions in South Australia the western metropolitan
Government and | will do everything we can to improve thatregion in terms of need and priority for funding as follows: home

situation nursing, eleventh; paramedical, eleventh; delivered meals, seventh;
: A - home help, tenth; home maintenance, eighth; respite care, eleventh;
Ms STEVENS: Did you say $25 million? and transport, fourth,

Mr Fiebig: It would be around about $25 million below Th )
the national figure. ey go on to say:

Ms STEVENS: It needs to be increased by around about  The HACC planning process relies heavily on the concept of a

$25 million? potential client population and that this is based on work undertaken
Lo by Clare F.R. Warhola in the United States and published in 1980.
Mr Fiebig: Yes. ) This work is based on an analysis of practice patterns in the United
Ms STEVENS: Even this year? States at the time of the study and US epidemiological data, and it
Mr Fiebig: If you looked at national averages, that would is called the Warhola formula.
be about the figure. They make their point a little later:

. MS S,TEV,ENS:_W',” the. Minister inform us what the This formula has never been validated in a South Australian
implications in achieving this would be, now that we need tacontext and is grossly deficient in considering only one need
consider fee collection? variable—age—in arriving at the basis of resource distribution, when
The Hon. D.C. Wotton: In June 1995, a national there is a mass of local data which should more appropriately also
efficiency and effectiveness review of the HACC programP® taken into account.
which was conducted by the Department of Human Serviceshey believe that the western region has a whole range of
and Health recognised that user fees and donations wefgeds and complexities that are not taken into consideration
widely collected in the program but recommended that a feey the formula that is being used to calculate need. Do you
policy be implemented to ensure consistency and equity. |agree or disagree, and can you explain why?
its August 1996 budget, the Commonwealth Government The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | need to go into a bit of detail
announced that future funding for the HACC program wouldfirst. The HACC program used the Warhola formula until
assume that 20 per cent of the overall program would b&995, when it was decided to follow the Commonwealth in
funded by user fees by the year 1999-2000. The introductiothe use of ABS survey of ageing disability in carers 1993
of a fees policy will enable the equitable collection of feesextrapolated down to an SLA level for South Australia. This
across the HACC program and a continuance of growth to theata is used by the Commonwealth Department for Health
program. and Family Services in the distribution of its aged, disability
The Office for the Ageing is currently developing a feesand other funding. These extrapolations form the basis for the
policy proposal for consideration by Cabinet. There has beefanking of areas of need in the Office for the Ageing’s HACC
some consultation out in the community and generally—angrogram annual plan 1996-97, and hence the position of the
bearing in mind that fees are in place in most of the othewestern region.
States—there has been an acceptance. There is some concern] he use of synthetic figures to provide estimates of needs
for example, on the part of Meals on Wheels, which isis always problematic in terms of which are the most relevant
expressing strong concern about the fees policy that is beingpmponents to include, for example, income, age groups,
considered. However, it is currently a matter that will behealth use, etc., and, if included, what variables are produced.
finalised in a Cabinet submission and placed before Cabinethe office and the Commonwealth at this stage have chosen
Ms STEVENS: As a supplementary question, | noticed to use a relatively simply formula in determining the need to
in the plan that the draft policy was due to have been finishebelp in its allocation of funding. Under the proposed amend-
by the end of this financial year, so | presume that is whaing agreement to the HACC Act 1985, the HACC program
you are talking about. | also understand that concerns than this State will be moving to regionalised funding based on
people might have in relation to fees might arise because a@&gional planning frameworks and identified service provi-
those organisations which already charge fees and direston targets. ABS data, HACC service provision data and
those fees back into their own coffers, rather than having téhformation from regional and State-wide consultations will
use them as part of growth funding. Is that the issue? contribute to these frameworks and, of course, this may in
The Hon. D.C. Wotton: That is exactly the issue. For turn affect the western region in its priority ranking for future
1997-98, it is anticipated that HACC will increase by aboutfunding.
$2.6 million without fees. It certainly is our intention, inline  The draft of the triennial plan for 1997-98 to 2000-01 and
with the Commonwealth policy, to move towards thethe annual plan for 1997-98 will shortly be released for public
introduction of fees in South Australia. consultation and discussion. Quantitative information arising
Ms STEVENS: Minister, | have received a letter (and | from discussion and consultation around the plan will
am sure | am not the only one to have received it) from aertainly be taken into account in the final settings of State-
group of providers in the western region. It is from Mr Geoff wide priorities for the HACC program. | need also to say that
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the western region is still well below the national average irable to do so through research. There have been significant
its level of service provision and that that is a legacy of theareas of achievement in health as far as older people are
low level of HACC funding by the previous Government. concerned with the formulation of the Older Persons Health

Mr BROKENSHIRE: | refer to page 430 of the Program Council. That council is advising on the implementation of
Estimates. ‘Ageing—A Ten Year Plan for South Australia’ the health of older persons policy.
is cited as providing the policy and planning funding Mental health services for older people have been
framework for Ageing in South Australia, a program that wasrestructured based on the principles outlined in the health of
readily adopted by my electorate and those of my colleaguesider persons policy. Significant areas of achievement have
as being an innovative initiative and one that probably shouléccurred in recreation. The Department for the Arts and
have been forthcoming many years ago. Nevertheless, at legStltural Development is developing fantastic strategies to
it is here now. | have been constantly asked by constituentgemove barriers in many of those areas. Much has been
since the release of the plan in April 1996, to what extent itichieved in employment and education, safety and security,
has been implemented. How far down the track are you nownulticultural issues, housing and transport. From 1996, all
with the implementation of the 10-year plan? new buses will be accessible. It will take approximately

The Hon. D.C. Wotton: ‘Ageing—A Ten Year Plan for 15 years to upgrade the whole system.
South Australia’ has been recognised and hailed by older | ¢could spend a lot of time on Aboriginal issues. Much
people in the industry and consumer groups as a majqpore information is available than | have been able to provide
vehicle for change and commitment across South Australiger the honourable member this afternoon, but | will be
In fact, | see the 10-year plan for ageing as an example fgsleased to make that information available. | commend Jeff
Government across the board, and the recognition that hgsebig and the Office for the Ageing for the commitment that
been given to a situation where you can look ahead over a 1@xs heen shown to this plan and its implementation.
year period for a decade, rather than going from financial \r scaLZI: | refer to page 430 of the Program Esti-
yearto financial year, is quite significant. Implementation ofiates, which refers to the importance of services for older
the planis proceeding well. A formal progress report will be oy original people. What initiatives has this Government
available following a review in August 1997. That was tayen to ensure that Aborigines receive an adequate level of
always intended. ' aged care?

The 10-year plan is, of course, a whole of Government The Hon. D.C. Wotton: As | mentioned in my opening

approach to issues involving older people. Itis pleasing 10 Seg i ant the needs of older Aborigines were identified as
the number gfl |ssfues lzjelnghde\(eloped by polrtfollos Other_lEﬂ%ajor issues to be addressed in the 10 year plan for ageing
my own, and | referred to that in my original statement. The, ", - : , : o
. ; ) y certainly remain a high priority target group of the
ts ctl TnOfI :; r‘igg tot(k)\g vi/gs ?;degr\\/a#%zlemlgi;hgrlengo]?;cth;g\?e-ACC program. A designated position with responsibility for
P year pian. Aboriginal policy and programs across the State has now

mentln’the key result areas of the plan following the f'rSt.S'Xbeen established within the Office for the Ageing. | am
months’ implementation include planning and consultatlve%

. .2 elighted that that has happened as it has been needed for a
mechanisms. | have already referred to the draft triennial an, . o . .
annual plans produced for the HACC program by the Office ng time. That position has provided the capacity to work

for the Ageing and also a planning and policy framework forore closely with Aboriginal o.rgan.isations.
1997-98 which is being developed. The current focus of OFTA is to improve the database to

As to the Home and Community Care program, for theEnable more effective needs-based planning, to develop a

third consecutive year, as | have said before, the Governmeﬁ%rategic plan for Aboriginal older people within OFTA and
community level, to develop a response to specific issues

has met the Commonwealth growth offer for the HACCZ

program. This is particularly satisfying because of theSUch as management, administrative practices and training

historically low funding base for the program in South needs within community projects, and to provide advice to

Australia when compared with other States. Tenders ha/20th mainstream and Aboriginal specific programs with
{egard to outcomes for Aboriginal people.

now been let, and | can provide information in regard to thal X - : e
if the member is interested. A quality assurance framework Funding for Aboriginal services is intended to augment,
has been developed, and currently the Office for the Agein§Ot replace, mainstream services, and it is important that that
and South Australian HACC service providers are participatshol:lld be the case. A number of initiatives were not pl’OVIded
ing in a national quality assurance pilot project to monitorfor in the 1996-97 budget. Total recurrent funding for
HACC service standards. Aboriginal projects for 1996-97 is $1 675 175 (approximately
A lot of work is being carried out in regard to the rights 25 per cent of the HACC program). | am pleased that that
of older people. We have seen a review of the rights of oldeféPresents an increase of 67 per cent for Aboriginal projects
persons being developed. The Care 21 pilot project, whicH! the life of the current Government.
has developed a consumer managed approach to community Comparatively, the program has grown by 42 per cent, and
care, is being supported very strongly by the Office for thethe higher level of growth reflects the commitment of this
Ageing. | am particularly pleased with the progress that ig30vernment towards older Aborigines, particularly disabled
being made in that pilot project. Aborigines and their carers. The 1997 World Congress of
A research project on ageing has tended to advance tieerontology is hosting the Australian leg of the conference
status of research on ageing in this State and encourage crdgsAdelaide, and | am pleased that Aboriginal people are
sectorial collaboration between the three universities. | arflaying a lead role in this venue with the strong support
thrilled about that, because there has been an absolute ne®dOFTA.
and it has frustrated me for a long time that, when we travel Mr CAUDELL: The Minister answered part of my
interstate, we hear about the magnificent work being done auestion in his reply to the Opposition about the 10 year plan
the tertiary level in South Australia. Previously, | do not for ageing in relation to the HACC program and the draft plan
believe we were able to link into that work, and we are nowfor the efficiency and effectiveness review. What were the
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main recommendations of the HACC efficiency and effec- Mr Fiebig: Also in issue is the way we are looking at
tiveness review and what has been its progress? combining and coordinating programs. In days gone by, the
The Hon. D.C. Wotton: The review made a number of sort of level set for the HACC program was about 1 to 2 per
recommendations for reforms in the program, includingcent of funding directed towards post-acute care services. As
moving toward output based funding away from fundingwe move towards trials such as Care 21 and so on, we are
particular service streams and costs towards a focus dAoking at a better pooling of dollars between the various
paying service providers for what they do for clients. It alsofunding programs.
included: reforms in Commonwealth and State roles in the In that context, if we are trying actually to make programs
HACC program to avoid duplication and streamline adminisiargetable but at the same time more flexible, | do not think
tration; the development of nationally consistent eligibilitywe are as concerned about the fact that we are looking
and assessment criteria for the program and the move towartigvards better ways of bringing programs together. We have
single assessments for people requiring services; and tig¢creased the leakage somewnhat, if you still want to talk
implementation of a national fees policy. about it as leakage, but we have probably been more con-
The Office for the Ageing has been working well with cerned about getting programs which are better coordinated,
South Australian service providers to identify outputssuch as the Care 21 trials and so on, and not creating artificial
required and renegotiate funding and service agreements ttrriers between programs which say, essentially, that this
reflect those requirements. This has involved the redraftindftle bit is for post-acute care and cannot be used for home
of funding and service agreemenig formasin output ~ Maintenance or support. _ _
terms. The process of negotiation of new agreements with all If & person goes out to provide someone with a post-acute
service providers is expected to be completed by Decemb&@re service and they say, ‘I would not mind my light bulb
1998, which | believe is appropriate. The recommendation8€ing changed, in days gone by, that person would have said,
also include the implementation of a national fees policy. 'NO, we can't do that, we are here actually to provide post-

I am pleased with the progress being made in this aregCut€ care.” Nowadays, a much more flexible approach is
The Commonwealth budget of 1996 announced that i eing taken to the way in which some of those services are

expected that current growth levels in the HACC pr0g|rarnolehvered. We are not as concerned, because we have a range

would be maintained through the contribution of user feesO! district nurses, for example, who will do other things

which we have talked about. Commonwealth projectiond€Sides post-acute care work. .
propose that the level of fee collection will reach 50 [J)er cent Ms STEVENS: Obviously that is the way to go. It is
of the HACC program by the year 2000, and the SoutH{Mmportant to get thejuid pro q“°fr°”? t_he health system,
Australian Government is in the process of determinin
through Cabinet a final strategy in regard to that matter.
Ms STEVENS: How much of HACC funds are diverted

inisterial Advisory Board on ageing, and he mentioned that
a whole-of-Government approach was being made toward

i meeting the tenets of the 10 year plan. | would like to know
to post-acute health care and how is this controlled by th ow things are going in relation to health services for the

O o
Ministers department? We know of the great need for HAG ged. | refer to a letter dated 27 April 1997 from the Premier

services in our community and that we need to maximis : . -
X . Yo Mr lan Yates, the Executive Director of the Council of the
HACC funds, yet | believe there has been a considerable shi geing, which states, in part:

of those funds towards topping up and bailing out the healt ) ] )
service by taking up the slack in post-acute care. Your comments on issues relating to health services for the aged
are noted. These issues point to the considerable amount of work
The Hon. D.C. Wotton: We are aware of some leakage, which needs to be done to improve the planning, coordination and
and service agreements with the Health Commission is ongelivery of health services to the aged.
way of helping to control this situation. | will ask Mr Fiebig || the Minister give us some information on what his
to comment. advisory committee has found and what it is doing in relation
Mr Fiebig: A report was produced by the South Aus- to that aspect of the health system?
tralian Health Commission in relation to domiciliary care  The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | will ask Mr Fiebig to expand
units, and the Royal District Nursing Society looked at itson the answer, but | can say that the amount of effort put in
spending on post-acute services and the report found, wheyy the advisory board in that area has been fantastic. It has
it was produced about two years ago, that a significant levajeen a concern of all of us to ensure that ageing and related
of funding went to post-acute care services. Since that timgsues are recognised across Government, because it is not
we have been quite scrupulous in making sure that thpist a one or two portfolio based responsibility—it is right
applications that have come in to the HACC program haveicross Government. The suggestion made by members of the
been directed towards the HACC client group. We havéyoard, and particularly the Chair (Dame Roma Mitchell), to
worked on reaching agreements with the Health Commissiomeet with CEOs was a very good one, because it cemented
and health units in terms of ensuring that there is no furthea very good working relationship with all the different
leakage towards post-acute care services, which ought to bgencies with whom they have had discussions. The Chair
funded by other funding mechanisms. As far as an actuaias reported to me that the board was very pleased with the
amount is concerned, we will take that question on notice angesponse and the detailed discussions it was able to have.
come back with the information. The Older Persons Health Council took a while to get off
Ms STEVENS: I would like the actual figure. Mr Fiebig the ground, but it has now been established. It is advising on
said that when that report was completed two years ago the implementation of the health of older persons policy. |
showed a significant level of leakage of cross-transfer. Héhink it was only yesterday that | received a letter from one
also said that after procedures were put in place and things the members of that council who indicated very strong
were tightened up there would be no further leakage. Did yosupport for the work the council is now doing. Also, matters
mean that it is still at the significant leakage level and has natf funding for primary health care initiatives and advance-
got any worse or has it got better? ment have been discussed together with programs that have
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been allocated in areas that have already been identified in thiee concerns that older people have. | think it is a great pity
health of older persons policy. that the media these days seems to concentrate on crime
Mr Fiebig: The Ministerial Advisory Board met with the particularly as it relates to older people. A whole heap of
Health Commission and passed on a number of concerns thattsavoury things happen out in the community that the media
have obviously emerged from the health of older personseems to concentrate on particularly when they happen to
policy. In the main, the Ministerial Advisory Board has beenolder people. That brings with it fear for older people who are
working closely with the Older Persons Health Council. It hadiving alone and does very little to help us in this whole area.
formally met with the health council on one occasion sinceBesides broader initiatives such as increasing the number of
its inception, and it is passing on issues that have come ymlice, etc, specific areas have been progressed as part of the
through its own discussions and consultation for the healthhO-year plan.
council to advise the Minister for Health. As | said, the The State Government’s crime prevention strategy is
Ministerial Advisory Board has also met with the commissionadministered by the Crime Prevention Unit in the Attorney-
and raised issues. General's Department. The strategy focuses on reducing
Ms STEVENS: What are the concerns that were raisedZrime. Funds are allocated to local crime prevention commit-
Mr Fiebig: The board raised issues about the levels ofees to address local issues. While | cannot speak for all of
funding that exist and where the commission might look tahem, | know that a couple that | am involved with have
put any funding which it might have available to supplementeally gone out of their way to work with older people and to
the levels of service, particularly for home-based care. Itecognise the particular concerns that older people have.
raised a number of issues about the use of more home-basedAs | said earlier, the State Government’s crime prevention
care as a substitute for in-hospital care and so on. strategy is working well. The South Australian police
Ms STEVENS: With respect to the Seniors Information community safety and Neighbourhood Watch programs are
Service (page 243 of the Estimates of Receipts and Payecusing on assisting individuals and communities to take
ments), it appears as though there was an allocation gfreventative measures. The South Australian Police Security
$80 000 last year. There is nothing in the revised column, anAdvice Unit provides practical advice on crime prevention
nothing is allocated for next year. | presume that this fundingneasures that are of use particularly to older people. Itis a
is not being cut. What is the explanation for this? program that is well used by older people and organisations
The Hon. D.C. Wotton: We are not cutting the funding. for the aged. The Home Assistance Scheme, funded by
It has been transferred to the HACC program post-budget. SB|ACC and administered by local councils, is a scheme which

itis incorporated in the HACC budget. provides security advice and hardware and subsidies to older
Ms STEVENS: How much? home owners throughout the State.
The Hon. D.C. Wotton: The same amount; all of it. | can tell the Committee that the distribution of the booklet
Ms STEVENS: Is it $80 000? Crime Prevention and Safety Tips for the Eldeshich is

The Hon. D.C. Wotton: Whatever you have got written put out by the Office for the Ageing, is a very popular booklet
down there. The important thing to recognise is that it is noand has been distributed to a large number of people through-
just $80 000 but that it has also been matched under HAC@ut the community and is very well received. | know from the

Mr Fiebig: That $80 000 would produce a figure of large number of organisations involving older people that |
approximately $180 000 all up. Not that all the $180 000 willcommunicate with on a fairly regular basis that that booklet
go to the Seniors Information Service. We will perhaps usés one that is recognised generally as being one which is of
some of that amount for other purposes. | will get back to theonsiderable assistance, particularly to older people living by
honourable member with further information. themselves.

Mr BROKENSHIRE: My question relates to the ageing ~ Mr SCALZI: | refer to page 430 of the Program Esti-
and the 10 year plan for South Australia, but particularly withmates which relates to the importance of services to older
respect to an area that is of great interest to me, and thatjeople from a non-English speaking background. The
initiatives surrounding crime and the elderly. | have notedMinister is very much aware of my interest in the area and
with concern in recent months that candidates, particularlyny electorate has a significant proportion of Australians from
Labor candidates, have been trying to scare some of theenon-English speaking background who come up to me with
elderly in my electorate with respect to crime. As a membetheir concerns. Can the Minister outline what initiatives this
of Parliament on the Government side, | am pleased to sagovernment has taken to ensure that older people with a non-
that, because | am a member of the Government, when dnglish speaking background receive adequate levels of
initiative is put forward | can lobby Ministers and get resultsservice?
for my constituents. For instance, $2.7 million is being spent The Hon. D.C. Wotton: Again, it is very important that
on the Christies Beach Police Station which has been urgentgpecific services are provided for non-English speaking
needed for years, and 26 additional police officers have bedrmackground communities. Again, through the Home and
appointed, yet the candidates are still not happy and say th@ommunity Care program, services which improve the access
I should not claim credit, even though | fought for it for of older persons with a non-English speaking background to
3% years. mainstream services have been developed, and if | can refer

I respect the fact that other people are involved in helpingo two or three: the ethnic link services, the multicultural
keep things secure and that there must be a holistic approaghspite care services and the multicultural efficacy and liaison
To that end | ask the Minister: what initiatives have beerservices of South Australia. The Office of the Ageing also
specifically undertaken to ensure that older people in oufunds a number of agencies through the ethnic aged care grant
community are safer and feel more secure in our environmemtrogram. It is developing a multicultural ageing strategy,
today? involving consultation with key agencies and peak bodies to

The Hon. D.C. Wotton: Before | respond in detail to the identify future service priorities and policy directions.
member for Mawson, | might just pick up the point that he  Approximately 14 per cent of older people are from non-
has made in regard to some of the scare tactics and someBiiglish speaking background communities, and it is import-
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ant that we recognise the special cultural needs and othére you aware of the cost to the Health Commission for
needs of those people, and they are right through thearing for these people instead of their being cared for in
community. The Office for the Ageing is also working with nursing homes?
organisations that receive or are eligible for grants under the Mr Fiebig: You would need to get a more detailed
ethnic aged care program to transfer and/or complement thaiesponse from the Health Commission on that. It would be
level of funding through Home and Community Carein the vicinity of the cost of nursing home care, which is
funding. So | think the advancements that have been made bretween $25 000 and $30 000 per year.
working with and providing support for the non-English ~ Ms STEVENS: How many times has the Health of Older
speaking background communities are quite significant—Persons Council met and what recommendations has it made
very much needed and | hope that we will be able to continuevhich have been implemented?
to look at ways of improving those services. The Hon. D.C. Wotton: We will take up that question
Mr CAUDELL: [ refer to nursing homes. Page 430 of thewith the Minister for Health and get a response. That
Program Estimates states that South Australia has the fastesimmittee reports to both the Minister for Health and me, but
growing population of older people of any State in Australia,l do not know the exact number of times it has met.
and the electorate of Mitchell has one of the fastest growing Ms STEVENS: Mr Fiebig said that a range of concerns
populations of older people. This is currently reflected by thavere passed on from the advisory committee to this council.
number of older people in our community who are currentlyl would like to know in detail what they are.
seeking to enter a nursing home, estimated by the Seniors’ Mr Fiebig: We will get back to you about that.
Information Service to be over 200 people. Prior to coming Ms STEVENS: The line ‘Funds for Seniors’ on page 243
into Parliament and since coming into Parliament | have beeshows a reduction in funding. Would you comment on that
approached by a number of people who have been on waitirngecause that is a program that many groups in the community
lists or unable to enter a nursing home, especially in some afant to access. Can you take on notice the number of
the areas in the southwestern suburbs, around Glenelgpplications that were made and their total value?
Brighton, Somerton Park, etc. What is the Government doing The Hon. D.C. Wotton: We will take the latter guestion
to assist those people wishing to enter nursing homes?  on notice. It is important to explain the situation. The ‘Funds
The Hon. D.C. Wotton: It certainly is a significantissue for Seniors’ program this year shows a commitment of
in the responsibilities that | have in the ageing portfolio. 1$196 000, so it has not been cut. A grant of $45 000 has been
probably receive more representation on this issue than akyvanced to the Council on the Ageing for the 1997-98
other. It is not just the requirement that is out in theSenijors Week, and that money has come out of that amount.
community for more beds, more facilities, but also the need hat was something that | negotiated with COTA over some
to ensure that those facilities are provided for older people ifime.
familiar communities, because it is not much good having | am aware of the appreciation that is shown by the many
facilities on the other side of town or large distances awayroups which receive these funds. I think this is a good lesson
from families. It is imperative that wherever possible olderfor Government: we get many more notes of appreciation for
people are able to move into nursing homes within their ownhe small amounts that are made available through programs
districts and communities and close to their own families. |ike this than through the huge amounts that are made to
We would all be aware that funding for nursing homes isgrganisations on an ongoing basis where there is an expecta-
the responsibility of the Commonwealth Government. I havejon that we will continue to pay. The $1 000 difference—it
certainly raised with the Commonwealth on a number ofyas $197 000 and is now $196 000—represents a technical
occasions the high level of demand for nursing home placegdjustment which needs to be made because the figures are
in South Australia; in particular, | have written to Judy presented on a cash rather than on an accrual basis. Concern-
Moylan, the Commonwealth Minister, and have raised theng the number of applications, | am told that of the 545
matter personally with her on a couple of occasions. Agpplications 306 organisations received funding, and | can
submission was also put to the Commonwealth Grantgrovide the amounts for the honourable member.
Commission via the Office for the Ageing seeking an Ms STEVENS: With regard to the Elder Protection
increase in the number of nursing home places. The basis ®ogram, a submission, with an attached summary of
which the increase in places is being sought relates to théoncerns, was sent to me from the Australian Association of

current distribution of nursing homes and hostel places beingocial Workers. | will read it and ask you to address the
estimated on the basis of 90 places per 1 000 of populatiofoncerns it expresses. It states:

aged 70 and over. . . . The Elder Protection Program in South Australia was started in
The average age of people in residential care acroSgarch 1994. It was an innovative program and one which South

Australia is just over 80. If the distribution of nursing home Australia can proudly claim as unique in Australia. It came about as

and hostel places were to be based on a more realistic avera@gasult of a pilot study which identified a need for workers with a

; ; ; ecialist mandate to ensure that older members of our community
age, the number of residential care places would increase lg?risk of or, in fact, in the midst of abusive situations could have

between 120 to 150 places in South Australia. In the meanpeir rights upheld and be protected. In the three years that the
time, South Australia is bearing the cost of the care requiregrogram has operated 870 inquiries have been  received and
by maintaining many of the people who require residentiaresponded to appropriately. Elder protection workers have also been
care within the hospital and community care system until arffvolved in raising awareness of the issues of elder abuse and

- . - - - - . protection in the broader community. The program has demonstrated
appropriate vacancy arises in a residential care facility. It '%atthere are situations happening within our community which are

a major issue and | will continue to do everything | can toharmful and distressing to many older people, and they are powerless
ensure that our colleagues at the Commonwealth level ate resolve. _ ' o
made aware of the concerns that there are in the community. Workers were located in the four metropolitan Domiciliary Care

. : ; ervices as these agencies were identified in the pilot study as having
Mr CAUDELL: ' As a supplementary question, in your the most contact with the targeted client group. Although the

concluding remarks you said that the cost of care required tgositions were classified as social workiregistered nurse, the
maintain these people is being borne by the hospital systemositions have been consistently held by social workers. A review
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of the program was conducted in 1996. The Aged Rights Advocacgepartment and | are very keen to see this new community

Service is currently awaiting the transfer of funds [for the managebuys for the rural region which is a major need for HACC bus

ment of the program]. This gives rise to the following concerns: support.

The first one is as follows: Through my colleague, the Minister for Transport,
Downgrading of the positions from a PSO2 to a Community$25 000 has been allocated for a coordinator to work out a

Service level 4. This appears to imply a lack of recognition of thestrategic transport plan for the Willunga Basin, together with

difficulty of the task of working with abused persons and abusers,, i, - f : : f -
and of the skill level required to undertake the other functions of th six-month trial project which will begin during 1997 for the

job—training of health and welfare professionals, public awarenesBrovision of east-west transport services between Aldinga,
and contributing to public and agency policy. There is a danger thaiVillunga, McLaren Vale, Seaford and Noarlunga Centre. |
due to the lowering of the classification no individuals with am delighted to see these initiatives, and particularly the joint
appropriate skills and/or experience will apply for the positions. transport developments between my office and that of the
Can you address the first issue of concern? Minister for Transport.

The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | am aware of the concerns that Community transport is a priority in the Community_ |

have been expressed. The member for Elizabeth is right ithow that in my own electorate it is a huge issue that requires
saying that back in 1996 the program was reviewed ang |ot more consideration by Government if we are keen—as
recommendations were made about the future operation of theis Government is—to continue to encourage older people
program with the Aged Rights Advocacy Service. Thetg stay in their own homes. Once out of the metropolitan area
program is to be transferred to ARAS in early July, and thahnd away from permanent services, it becomes a major issue
is awaiting final approval for the new funding arrangementgor older people living by themselves in out of the way places
through HACC. Once that has been signed off by the Federglthey are not able to do shopping, go to the doctor, dentist,
Minister and arrangements have been finalised we will b@nd so on.
able to proceed. _ _ _ Mr SCALZI: On page 430 of the Program Estimates, it
There have been discussions between the Office for thgates that:
Ageing, ARAS and the Domiciliary Care Services regarding
the transfer arrangements for the program. Currently thg,
office is negotiating interim service arrangements with the i
Domiciliary Care Services until the new service comes onfVhat does this mean? . o
stream in July-August and funding for the program has been The Hon. D.C. Wotton: The Office for the Ageing is
approved, when ARAS will receive Office for the Ageing and currently developing a HACC State triennial plan which will
HACC funds of $189 400 and $23 500 for a one-off estabProvide an analysis of the levels of funding available on a
lishment cost. | do not know whether the Director can expan@€rvice region and population basis. | think it will be an
on some of the other issues. important part of the process of evaluating data available and
Mr Fiebig: We have been very clear with ARAS that we consulting with consumers, carers, service providers and
expect it to achieve the same high standards that werf@any other stakeholders to establish areas of funding priority.
achieved by the Elder Protection Program. There was no issdé0se priorities will, of course, be based on current levels of
as to the work the Elder Protection Program was doing bugervice provision f_rom both HACC and other sources. That
there were considerable concerns from service workers abot§ What we are trying to achieve when we say that we are
the independence of the program and a worker not fee"n@/orkmg towards a more equitable distribution of funding. It
compromised by the fact that they were working for thelS something that | support very strongly. | think the
agency that was providing the service to the potentiallgommunity would recognise also the need for us to work
abused person. Basically, it is up to ARAS to employ thefowards that goal.
level of people it considers will be required to meet the MrCAUDELL: Inrelation to carers and unmet support,
outcomes which will be specified in the service agreemen©n page 430 of Program Estimates it states that the unmet
We would be much more concerned with outcomes ratheieed for support for carers has increased. What is the basis
than, necessarily, the classification of the worker. That is afPr this statement and what is being done about it?
issue which ARAS must deal with. The Hon. D.C. Wotton: We all recognise the importance
Mr BROKENSHIRE: | refer to page 430 of the Program of carers in our community. Those of us who have had the
Estimates in relation to Home and Community Care (HACC)opportunity to spend time in our electorates would recognise
service programs and assistance for older people to livéhat many of these people are the unsung heroes. There are
independently. My question relates to transport, particularlynany whom we do not hear about. Many of them are older
in the Willunga Basin, which is in my electorate. Earlier people looking after younger members in the family. There
today | was pleased to hear that you and the Minister foare some younger people who are dedicated to looking after
Transport had approved funding for community transporplder parents or older people. The reliance on community-
networks. Can you advise of any support that the Home anbased care for frail, older people, and also younger people
Community Care section of your department has given tavith disabilities will inevitably make demands upon informal
senior people in the Willunga Basin in recent times withcare networks, particularly those including carers. It has been
respect to transport needs in this rural community? recognised in a number of recent reports that is the case,
The Hon. D.C. Wotton: Earlier this year, | was fortunate including the State Carers Report and the recent National
to attend a meeting of local constituents in the electorate dRespite Review.
Reynell. | became aware of specific demands and needs in Funding for respite care in South Australia has increased
regard to transport issues. The Home and Community Catgy $3.2 million from $3.7 million to $6.9 million over the
section of the department has allocated $28 100 as per tlleree years from 1992-93 to 1995-96. That represents an
agreement between the Federal and State Governmentsaeerage growth rate of 28 per cent per annum. | am very
purchase a new community bus for senior citizens in th@leased we have been able to achieve that, but | also recog-
Willunga Basin. | point out to the member that both thenise that it is an absolute necessity. In the 1996-97 HACC

Funding directions will aim to achieve a more equitable
ocation of funds between the major HACC target groups.
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funding round more than $300 00 was allocated directly tand some of the reductions that have been made that have
recurrent respite services for older people, while theaffected quite severely previous Commonwealth programs.
$3.9 million allocated to younger people with disabilities (andThe Director may be able to expand on that.
that includes respite care and other home support services) Mr Fiebig: A submission was made by the South
will assist carers to provide support. Australian Government in relation to the proposed Common-
Carer support programs have been extended to mamwealth changes that outlined a number of issues, the most
country areas through funding provided in the past thre@articular of which at the time was that there was not enough
years, including this year, and once again it is important thanformation to make a full assessment of what the effects
we do not forget those people who are carers in more isolatedight be. Some of that information has since been forth-
areas. We tend to recognise more easily the support that é@ming and we have been talking with some of the residential
provided in the built-up areas, but those carers in moreare providers about the effects that they would see on their
isolated areas in regional and rural South Australia do aervices. As yet, some of those things are not particularly
fantastic job because of the lack of facilities available toclear; they are taking their time to work through the effect on
them. residential care services, and we will be interested to follow
Ms STEVENS: | put the following question on notice. that up.
What are the amounts and organisations which received In relation to the dental and pharmaceutical scheme, the
HACC funds in the past year on a recurrent basis? Also, inesponses are being looked at by the South Australian Health
the media release in relation to your budget, you talked abo@ommission, and | am not aware of what stage those
the expansion of transport services, particularly in countrconsiderations have reached within the commission. |
and outer metropolitan areas. | would like some specificsinderstand that you are talking with the commission tomor-
about what is happening in relation to that and the amount abw, and you might take it up then.
money that has been allocated for this. Ms STEVENS: | have a supplementary question. The
The Hon. D.C. Wotton: There are a number of initiatives. dental program was cut a year ago. That was not this year’s
We will have to obtain the sums. As | mentioned earlier, frombudget but the one before. Are you still not certain of their
1996 all new buses will be accessible for people withresponse?
disabilities. A draft plan on disability access has been MrFiebig: Itis a health issue, and | would not want to—
developed. Community transport networks are being Ms STEVENS: Yes, but it affects older people especially.
developed in rural areas—we have heard about those. These Mr Fiebig: Yes, | understand that.
networks make use of existing community transport and The Hon. D.C. Wotton: Itis a health issue, and | believe
provide links with city routes, hospitals, employment,thatthatis the responsibility of my colleague the Minister for
community centres, etc. Networks are operational in thélealth. We have certainly received a fair bit of representation
Barossa, Victor Harbor, Goolwa and the Murray-Mallee. regarding this issue from older people, and that representation
Submissions are also being considered for Mounhas been passed on to the Health Commission.
Gambier, the Riverland and the Mid North. Specially Ms STEVENS: Can you give me the details of that
designed vehicles forming part of the Access Cab service arepresentation? What sort of things are people saying?
being replaced with newer models, and 15 new general taxi The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | do not have it in detail.
licences are being made available for accessible vehicles.Concern has been expressed—and that has come through
Information for people from a non-English speaking pretty clearly—by people who are in need of dental services.
background will be included, in appropriate suburbs, in thd believe it is certainly a matter that will be discussed in some
new bus stop information, which now also contains informadetail when the health and community services Ministers
tion in braille. I realise that the member asked for some of theneet at the same location sequentially, and | believe it is
funding associated with those things, and | will take that orimportant that some of those issues be discussed. | have
notice. discussed it with Minister Moylan, as the Minister respon-
Ms STEVENS: Has the Minister conducted any assess=sible for the ageing, and | have asked her to make strong
ment of the effect on older people in South Australia ofrepresentations to her colleagues in the Commonwealth as
changes to Federal policies concerning, first, nursing homeell.
accommodation; secondly, the abolition of the Common- MrBROKENSHIRE: | refer to page 430 of the Program
wealth dental program; and, thirdly, the increased cost oEstimates. The Minister has previously mentioned Care 21
some pharmaceuticals? Does the Minister propose to exteraehd the phases. Will the Minister advise us as to what Care
any State programs to provide safety nets? 21 involves?
The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | will answer the latter part, and The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | am very pleased to be able to
I will then ask the Director to respond more generally. Thisdo so, because it is an excellent program. | was very pleased
matter has given this Government a fair amount of heartach& be able to attend the launch of Care 21 at Salisbury earlier
because we are pretty limited in the funding that we have ithis year. It was very well attended. The member for
this State. As much as we would like to be able to provideElizabeth was at that launch. The advancement to the live
safety nets for programs that are being knocked out at phase of the trials required the establishment of a legal entity
Commonwealth level, it is not always possible for us to dato act as the trial sponsor and sign the tripartite agreement. It
that. In fact, we believe very strongly that we need to workis important to realise that the development and research for
through our own priorities, as far as programs are concernethe trials is coming to a close and a proposal to go forward
independently of what the Commonwealth may have beeto the live phase has been completed and is now, | under-
promoting. stand, being considered by the Federal Minister for Health.
Itis a matter that we will be discussing at ministerial level The research phase has identified a pool of $10 million
at the meeting of the ministerial council at the end of July. ltover two years which will be cashed out for the trials. Funds
is a matter on which | continue to make representation to myvill be cashed out of the medical and pharmaceutical benefits
Federal colleague concerning some of the changes to fundimghemes, hospitals and the Home and Community Care
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program. | am confident that Care 21 will go through to theshould necessarily rise with outsourcing, although costs will
live phase, and it should be a matter of pride for Southbe a factor explored in examining outsourcing options.
Australia that we have been able to galvanise the support of Each year businesses are canvassed to join the Seniors
the number of stakeholders and to develop a particular focusard scheme and | am delighted with the response that we
on community care in the context of what | believe iscontinue to receive from businesses throughout South
generally recognised will become a major reform strategy irAustralia. Consideration is being given by the Benefits
health services. Registering Committee to the nature of discounts and benefits

| know that there has been a lot of interest in this trialprovided by participating businesses. Consultation has taken
program. | have been contacted by a couple of my colleaguégace also with the Benefits Registration Committee, which
who are keen to know about the details of Care 21. They havé made up of representatives from several aged organisa-
requested that they be kept informed of the progress that t#ns, including COTA, the Australian Retired Persons
being made. Itis a great initiative. Some fantastic people arAssociation and representatives of business providers,
committed to programs such as this and, if we can work itncluding the Retail Traders Association and the Australian
through, the achievements gained will be significant for théotels Association. So, a fair bit of consultation has taken
community. place.

Mr BROKENSHIRE: The OFTA grants program is new. ~ One of the disappointments that | have is that we have not

Itis referred to on page 430 of the Program Estimates. whateen able to provide for reciprocal rights across State borders
is involved? with the card. This is something which a previous Prime

The Hon. D.C. Wotton: This is a new program. The late Minister indicated he would achieve, but he was not able to

distribution in 1996-97 has resulted from the need to devel(?fo so. There are difficulties in doing that, particularly when
guidelines for the competing workload demands on the offic L comes to transport, but it WOl.Jld be good to be able to use
It provides one-off funds to community organisations toth_e same card across boundaries, and I hope that one day we
develop proposals which enhance and promote the citizenshriB'ght be able to achieve that gqal. .

of older people. It combines funds from a number of sources; 1he CHAIRMAN: There being no further questions, |
the 10 year plan implementation funds—$200 000; the ethnif€clare the examination of the vote completed.
organisations funding program—$200 000; and the age of
opportunity funds—$278 500. The Office for the Ageing,
through the ethnic organisations funding program, continues
to provide recurrent funding of $147 000 to the Coordinating
Italian Committee, the Greek Orthodox community, ANFE,
and the Greek Welfare Centre.

This year, some $249 000 in non-committed funds will be
allocated to community organisations through the OFTARe
grants program. The Office for the Ageing is currently
considering the applications. Funding priorities have been
considered and the recommendations are now with me for my

app(oval which, if I have not already done so, will be done  The CHAIRMAN: | declare the proposed expenditure
within the next couple of days. open for examination, and | invite the Minister to make an
Mr CAUDELL: | refer to the Seniors Card funding. I opening statement.
understand that the Office for the Ageing is investigating The Hon. D.C. Wotton: The 1997-98 budget offers an
outsourcing the card. What will this involve? important opportunity to reflect on the achievements of this
The Hon. D.C. Wotton: The Seniors Card is recognised Government in this portfolio, achievements which have been
as a success story. It has a broad range of benefits, includingiarked by the need for change but also the need to consoli-
discounted public transport, pharmaceutical, hairdressingiate in both direction and commitment. The appropriation in
clothing, optical, accommodation and entertainment goodshis budget of $250 million brings to nearly $1 billion the
and services. The State Government contributes sonfands committed to Family and Community Services in the
$215 000 together with considerable in kind support througlpast four budgets—$1 billion dollars dedicated to supporting
the Office for the Ageing for the production of the card. We and strengthening families and communities and protecting
are currently investigating the possibility of outsourcing thethe vulnerable in our society.
functions of the card. These days, it is vitally important that  This time last year | spoke about the achievements of the
we look at core responsibilities for departments and, as hasffice for Families, the Office for the Ageing, and the
been stated previously both by the Director and me, there isontributions made by both direct services and the
certainly an increase in workload as far as the Office for theommunity sector. | also spoke about the $500 000 set aside
Ageing is concerned. Itis appropriate that we should considéefor the innovative Parenting SA program, the Care 21
the outsourcing of this initiative. coordinated care trial and the additional funds that the
In South Australia, all functions are carried out in-house,Treasurer had made available to the Charities and Social
except card manufacture and processing, graphic design ak¢elfare Fund.
printing of the directory which are currently outsourced. Ifa The Government's resolve to support these important
card is lost, a replacement fee of $10 is charged. A fewrograms and initiatives is unswerving. In this current budget,
people have expressed concern about that, but | think it ia further $500 000 has been allocated to Parenting SA, and
appropriate that that fee be in place. | point out that no fee isecently the Commonwealth approved an additional $240 000
levied where a card is stolen. The fee is intended to offsefor programs under the Parenting SA banner. The Care 21
handling costs and to encourage holders to keep their cardisal is set to go into its live phase with an estimated funding
secure. | suggest that there is no reason why the $10 fgmol of $10 million over two years and the charities and
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social welfare fund will moving into its second year of young people reoffending we will not only face increased

funding. demands for social support services but will carry those costs
In addition, this budget reflects support for three importanthrough into the health system, public housing, the courts, the

developments: first, the reform of the child protection systempolice and so on.

We have set aside an initial $900 000 in this budget for This Liberal Government has, with this and its previous

implementation of that reform agenda. This includes: thehree budgets, moved community services a long way

new 131478 child abuse report line and central intake teamowards a system that is now well equipped for the challenges

the specialist Aboriginal team; new risk safety and needsf the next century.

assessment tools; more effective interagency work; tighter

guality assurance; and, the development of strengthening [Sitting suspended from 5.55 to 7.30 p.m.]
families programs for those situations where a less intrusive
community response is more appropriate. The CHAIRMAN: | invite the member for Elizabeth to

Secondly, this budget also includes new funds for carenake her opening statement.
packages for one of the most difficult and most vulnerable Ms STEVENS: In his opening statement, the Minister
groups to protect: those adolescents with complex problemnisegan by suggesting that this would be a time to reflect on the
and at severe risk, particularly those at risk because ddchievements of this portfolio. | believe that this is so, and |
paedophile behaviour. Thirdly, this budget signals importantvould like to put before the Committee some other ideas and
progress in the replacement for the Magill secure care facilityfacts for the Government to consider. | quote from the budget
the expansion of the Cavan Centre, and some additiongubmission of the South Australian Council of Social
resources to assist the current operations of residential aigervices (SACOSS). Under the heading ‘Restoring confi-
youth services under significant stress because of the increagence and building community in Community and Family
in detention orders. Clearly, 1997 is a year of consolidatiorServices' it states:
in this portfolio. Initiatives over the past three years will | ;e income South Australians are in strife. Causes include
come together to consolidate the directions for welfare int@ontinued cost of living increases, the highest unemployment rate in
the next century. the nation, and contraction of the scope and resource base of

In its first term of office, this Government has progressednanifold services vital to communities. Country and outer metropoli-

: : populations are particularly hard hit, suffering also transport
agendas which had stagnated under the previous Govemmﬁgblems and inadequate means of maintaining social coherence and

It has been able to do this despite being hampered by thef reliance.
State Bank debt shackles of the previous Labor Government, Applying statistics from the Smith Family’s ‘Australia Poverty
which costs this Government and the people of SoutiChallenge’ (October 1996) to South Australia, we can estimate that

Australia about $300 million a year in interest payments30 per cent of households receive less than $22 000 income each
P o -year and that among these low income households: most have
alone. Considering the $300 million that has had to be pa'%’]adequate cash levels to cover basic family costs; most have been

without any increases in taxes, this Government's ability tqorced to move away from family and friends and face deep
bolster expenditure in the community service arena tdoneliness and isolation without support networks; 18 to 35 year olds
$950 million in four budgets—8 per cent more in real terms"?lrelthte VQOSt at 35" QFOUP?%f DoveftYé tq?ﬁe_r‘?m'ng IOrlvatelyt are
T S ely to be spending over 30 per cent of their income on rent—a
than the Labor Party_outlald in its last four budgets 1S @VET jarter of these are paying over 50 per cent of income in rent,
more exemplary. This money has not been pumped into th@sulting in the risk of payment default and dislocation; around 50
system willy-nilly but has been carefully allocated afterper centhave one or several of their family members suffering from
serious consideration of the gaps and shortfalls left by thée effects of trauma or chronic illness; up to half have had to rely
previous Government, of the needs of the people of Soutf? & bef”ef.'lt. for m%reséha” two years. a 'farg‘?l.m'”o”tylasre s'”g'ef
Australia and of how to improve the effectiveness ef‘ficienC)P arent famiies; an per cent of those famiies over 18 years o
p ; ) a?e are part of the work force but unemployed.
and structure of welfare so as to achieve a far greater cost This picture of emotional and financial stress on a large scale
benefit ratio. helps us to understand why community and family services are in
Many of these changes were long overdue, but thigreater demand and why an emphasis on prevention is necessary to
Government is not afraid of making tough decisions when jPrevent a costly spiral of demand and crisis response.
comes to improving services for those in need. Perhaps tHeurther on it states:
clearest symbol of that is the planned restructure of the Especially in the context of global cuts of over $120 million to
alternative care system. | assure members that a long overdhealth, education and community services over three years, these
reform of enormous significance will be implemented in 1997cuts are symptomatic of the reality that SACOSS is made aware of

; : ; ; ily: that relative to increasing poverty and support needs, often of
after extensive consultation and review to achieve a balancgtj: urgent nature among South Australians, there is a serious lack of

outcome. Today, the Family and Community Servicefnancial attention paid to community services by the State Govern-
portfolio is fundamentally about balance: balancing the safetyhent and a profound lack of long-term strategy. The ‘Families

and needs of children and young people with the need tSummit’ in November 1996 conveyed emphatically this same
support and help families; balancing the crisis response witA€SSage-
the need for early intervention; balancing the demands ajust to focus on the budget of Family and Community
restorative and rehabilitative justice for young offenders; an&ervices, | put the following facts on the record. A look at the
balancing the need of accountability and the need foMinister's budget performance in FACS tells a bleak story
responsiveness. of what has happened over the last four years and indeed
A community services system simply focused on performbacks up what has been stated in that submission. The
ance is not an option for any Government today. The systerappropriation from the Consolidated Account over four
must have clear goals that take into account these balancigberal budgets has suffered a total cumulative cut of
factors, and it must have a commitment to achieving then$27.9 million in real terms. The number of full time jobs in
and providing the resources to deliver them. It must behe budget has fallen from 1217 in 1993-94 to 1072 in
accountable and responsible and it must recognise that if wk996-97, and in this year, an election year, has been increased
do not act to prevent family breakdown and if we do not stopgo 1 094. Even this is still a cut of 123 jobs. In the four—
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Mr Brokenshire interjecting: - Programming in units is poorly structured, resulting in small

Ms STEVENS: Excuse me, Mr Chairman, could | have (I:Qhar)dges 'inl kids. _ g ient/kid
some protectlonr) . esidential care units are expensive to run and are not client/ki

. focused.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member for Elizabeth has | hope this information is useful as | and others in the department

the call. Please proceed. are concerned about the care of these children and believe that
Ms STEVENS: In the four capital budgets for FACS change is possible. But there must be a will for change to help these

managed by the Minister, including 1993-94 to 1996-97, &195 _ . o

total of $25.9 million was allocated for capital works. Of this, These are very serious allegations and | ask the Minister: are

only $16.1 million was spent, leaving carried over unspenthere any problems with self mutilation amongst residents of

amounts of $9.8 million. This unspent total is double thethe Sturt unit or any other State-funded residential care unit?

amount of $4.9 million budgeted this year. Are there problems with bullying in residential care units that

| refer to page 427 of the Program Estimates and |nf0rma|:esult, as the letter SuggeStS, in residents absconding, rather
tion booklet, under ‘Services for young people who offendthan facing the torment of other residents and, if so, what is
or are at risk of harm'. A few days ago the Oppositionbeing done to redress this both in relation to counselling for
received the following letter from a social worker. | will ask residents and training and support for staff?
a few questions concerning the letter. Headed ‘Duty of care The Hon. D.C. Wotton: The first thing that | would say
re residential care units’ it reads: is that it is a pity that the person who wrote that letter did not
Following our recent phone call, | am following that up with this have 't_ is guts to write to the Minister on one of the numerous
letter. | stated in my concerns to you regarding the Minister ofoccasions that I have asked staff of the department whether
Family and Community Services, ‘Duty of Care’ for the children they have any concerns and, if so, to make me aware of those
who are placed under his guardianship. As a youth worker workingoncerns. All that person had to do was to write a confidential

with the Department of Family and Community Services, | have ;
worked across the whole range of residential care units. | anllett(:‘Ir to me and | would have had the opportunity to take

concerned that the young people who are placed in these units @a&tion in regard to the concerns that have been expressed. |
in fact being poorly served by the units. They are not being cared fowould just reiterate that it was a lack of guts on the part of
as a parent or guardian should care for them. This being the Ministethat person that she would write to the Opposition rather than
who is legally their guardian, for some of them until they are 18y, the Minister responsible for this issue, with the opportunity

years old. My concerns are: . - - . -
- It has become common behaviour in one residential care unit thé? do something about it. Having said that, | think | need to

self mutilation has become a group norm. Over 50 per cent offake a number of statements in regard to the issue that the
residents are slashing their arms, from wrists to shoulder, leavingiember has referred to. The member might like to make that
scarring they will carry for the rest of their lives. There is no |etter available to me so that | can take action in relation to

counselling for these residents and training for the staff wh £ :
appear unconcerned. (Sturt Unit) %he specific complaints that have been lodged, but | doubt that

In a number of units, bullying is rampant and no programmingthat will hz’?\ppen. _
or counselling is in place to reduce this. The resultis that bullied There is nobody who is more aware of the problems
residents would rather abscond from the unit than face theissociated with a small number of the most vulnerable

torment of other residents. So living on the street is moreqpjiqren who are under the care of the Minister. It is a matter
attractive than being in a residential care unit. This leaves theni

at great risk to paedophilia [and paedophiles] who prey on thes8f Particular concern to me. Since | came to office as Minister
types of kids who are at risk. in this department, it is a matter that | have raised at a
Residential Care units have become a revolving door foministerial level on each occasion that | have met with my
residents as they pass from one unit to another. Ultimately they|leagues from other States and the Commonwealth. Itis of

end up again in an assessment unit with nowhere else for the - :
t0 go and restart the process again. rﬁ‘amcular concern, because until now | have not been able to

Itis my feeling that the Minister is open to legal action as it couldobtain from any of my colleagues interstate or from those
be argued that he/she has not provided a caring, secure, nurturiigho work within the agency any idea of how best to deal with
environment and breaches his/her ‘Duty of Care’. Some residentie situation. | had hoped that the member for Elizabeth

who are placed in a unit with no convictions or offences will\yq|q recognise that for the first time ever in this budget the
leave them with criminal convictions, drug habits (glue sniffing, had id - d d
marijuana use and alcohol abuse) and sexual experimentatior0vernment had put aside $400 000 in order to provide one

These are children who are contaminated by the hard core kidan one assistance to the youngsters whom the member for
who reside in some resi care units. The units fail to give kidsElizabeth is talking about.
independent living skills and foster an institutional approach to care. | have looked at a number of alternatives in considering

They are run in an authoritarian manner, giving kids little input into . .
their running. The atmosphere in the units is of ‘them and us’. Wher ays to deal with these young people. | have considered the

the staff running the unit should be seen as mentors, they are almda@ssibility, particularly with these kids who are at risk, of
always in a confrontational mode. Itis my opinion that a restructureing able to put them behind closed doors at least to provide
ing process should be undertaken ensuring a better outcome for tg@propriate assessment. Under the various conventions that

kids who look to the Minister for their care. ; ; ; :
It is with great soul searching that | have drafted this letter. S not possible. | believe that the only way we can deal with

realise that these children are the most difficult to deal with. Theyfh€Se situation is to provide one on one consultation and
are damaged kids whose chances of making good are very slim. Tl&ssistance. That is what will now be able to be provided
reasons for them being placed in a residential care unit are varied bhrough the Youth Crossroads Fund, and that is the name that

ultimately, the department and the Minister have a duty of care tQ,a have given to this particular program
make sure that they have the best environment to grow, be safe anae s '
adjust to a society that finds it hard to except them. It means that a small but significant number of young

I have brought these facts to my direct management and upp@€ople who are in danger of, let us say, falling through the
management, to be met with a wall of obstruction. The reasons givecracks in our society or those who in the past, and particularly
are: during the term of the previous Labor Government, were
- The mfleﬁ(lblllty of both management and staff to change theregarded as being in the too-hard basket, those kids with

approaches. : . : .

Workers in the units are not thoroughly trained or qualified. ~ Serious behavioural problems, will now be given one to one

Workers are at the end of their working life and do not relate tosupport to help them fit back into the community through the

youth issues. newly established $400 000 Youth Crossroads Fund.
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| am aware that these youths have often been severelyould like the Chief Executive Officer to explain in more
abused either sexually, physically or emotionally. Thedetail how the $400 000 will be spent and the services that
majority of them, if not all, have no family type emotional will be provided to those young people.
ties with anyone. Many do mutilate themselves, sell them- The CHAIRMAN: | do not want to restrict the line of
selves to paedophiles or live in an alcohol or drug inducedjuestioning in any way, but | ask members to consider the
haze because of what they have been through in their earlienplications of questions in sensitive areas and the impact
lives. | am advised that in any one year there are between 186at could have, or whether it is desirable to give public
and 20 of these young people who are known to most healtbentilation to some of these issues. The points have been
and social service agencies, but until now existing agenciamnade and | wonder whether we need to go into the depth of
have not been able to cater to their individual needs. Freexamples because, at the end of the day, we are talking about
guently these youngsters are also known to the juvenilpeople in institutions, and the matter will get considerable
justice system because of offences that they have carried opublicity in the media. It is up to members to decide how
For the first time this Government has been able to providenuch publicity they want to give to a very difficult situation.
$400 000 to ensure that these adolescents are able to have oneMr Deyell: This new fund will enable individual packages
to one support, to help them choose a healthy and positivi® be put together for children where the experience, skill and
future. This fund is aimed at helping those youths at mostraining of staff has not been enough for them. These
serious risk to become functioning responsible citizens, andackages will be built around individual needs, whether they
that is what | am eager to do. be psychiatric, psychological, other therapeutic assistance,

I do not believe that the lack of training is the major issuework related or family relationships. Whatever the problem
in this situation. | believe that the vast majority of people inof a young person, this fund will give us the opportunity in
FACS who have this responsibility are well trained and area cost-effective way to have purpose-built, specific programs
very committed to the work that they are doing. | do not thinkto support individual young people.
the staff should be blamed in any way for the difficulties that  The Hon. D.C. Wotton: This is about providing funds for
have been there in the past in dealing with these particulax resource pool from which the two relevant operational
youngsters. The situation is that previous governments hawdivisions will be able to broker specially developed packages
refused to provide the appropriate funding to enable thes® meet the needs of individual young people. Other initia-
youngsters to be dealt with appropriately. | am very pleasetives are being taken, for example, the development of a joint
that we have been able to put aside $400 000 for this purposkelealth Commission, DECS and FACS behaviour intervention
When we look at priorities | guess it would be very easy toservice to work intensively with adolescents who have severe
say, recognising that $400 000 is a lot of money, that perhagsehavioural problems in partnership with their families. That
we could have spentitin a way that would have helped morwill be in operation in the next few months.
youngsters than the 15 or 20 whom we are talking about.  Another initiative includes the development of case

However, the decision has been made, the need is themmanagement protocols across relevant Government agencies
we have recognised that need and we appreciate that sonteimprove services and, in particular, the speed of responses;
thing needs to be done urgently. We hear so much abouind then there is the ongoing collaboration, which is essential
microeconomic reform and all the rest of it, but as far adbetween agencies, to achieve and maintain service relevance
economic issues are concerned, apart from the wellbeing @fnd effectiveness. So, a number of prongs are being used to
those youngsters—and it has to be the first priority to ensur@ork through some of these difficulties.
that those youngsters can grow up to be responsible and Ms STEVENS: | understand that between 100 and 150
positive citizens—if we do not get it right they will move into residents per year are part of these units. What is the recidi-
a lifetime of institutionalisation that will cost the State a heapvism rate, that is, how many kids move out of this system into
of money. It is about looking at prevention and assisting thoseome other situation?
kids at an early stage so that, wherever possible, they are able The Hon. D.C. Wotton: Are we talking about in deten-
to fit back into society, make a positive contribution and betion or those in residential care?
cared for appropriately. Ms STEVENS: In residential care.

Considering that positive action is now able to be taken The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | do not know whether we have
to deal with these youngsters, | am disappointed that a pers@xact figures as to the recidivism rate: | will take that on
who works for the department—if this person does work fomotice and provide a response. | have spent some time
the department; otherwise they would not know what wadooking at the recidivism rate for those in detention and for
happening in this area—would feel it necessary to go to théhose who are in alternative care. It is of concern to me. This
Opposition and write such a letter rather than take it up withsituation has been occurring for a long time: it is not a new
the people in the department. situation. | will provide more detail with regard to this

Ms STEVENS: As a supplementary question, | gather question.
from what you have said that there is a problem with self- Ms STEVENS: What training programs are currently in
mutilation and bullying and that you are addressing it with theplace for residents in residential care facilities? Are these
$400 000 to provide one-to-one support. What sort of peoplprograms client focused? Do residents in residential care
are you looking at? Are they social workers? What will wefacilities play a part in the running of those programs?
get for $400 000 in terms of one-to-one support? Mr Deyell: A range of programs are run for children in

The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | will ask the Chief Executive residential care. One should bear in mind that these young
Officer to provide more detail with regard to that. As regardspeople come into care for a variety of reasons, not just as a
the emphasis that has been placed on self-mutilation armésult of the sort of behaviours described previously or
bullying—and we could go on and talk about those kids whdyecause of family relationship problems. So, there is no
sell themselves for paedophilia and all sorts of matters—simple solution or a single program that can be provided. As
those problems have been around for a very long time, angbu will be aware, some of these people come under the
the previous Government refused to do anything about it. juardianship of the Minister at school age, so basic schooling
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programs are important. We work very hard to makebase in the future. | might also say that major reforms in child
appropriate linkages with the education system so that theggotection—responding to significant increases in the number
young people, who have often been unsuccessful in thef notifications and falling rates of investigation—has been
education system, get access to basic education and learnigigen a very high priority. The reform includes a central
skills which are an important part of enabling them to moveintake in child abuse report line, risk safety and needs
on from the situation that they are in. assessment tools, and new models of case management. One
Certainly, there is a range of programs which are designedf the key features of that reform is a less intrusive response
around their psychological and therapeutic needs and whidior families where the issues are of a child welfare-family
range from direct intervention by professionals from thosdunctioning nature, and an initial package has been funded to
services through to activity in the nature of giving thosesupport the reform, including $400 000 recurrent funding for
young people a positive experience and a positive view of service response for lower risk families.
themselves. The range of programs is quite extreme, from During the term of this Government, there have been no
very professional and purpose focused around an individudinding cuts in programs delivered in the non-government
young person, through to activities that engage these yourggctor, and in fact increased opportunities through the
people to develop social skills and through to basic educatiorestructure of alternative care and gambling related programs
programs. have been put in place. We have begun the reorientation
The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | want to reiterate that | think we towards an outcome-output funding system based on more
are very fortunate in South Australia—I cannot speak for théransparent accountability frameworks, and the movement to
responsibilities of those in other States—with the dedicatiomn awards base in both community services and the SAP
that is shown by the staff who work in these areas. It wouldsector has been strongly supported by this Government.
probably be one of the most difficult areas of the agency in In regard to youth homelessness, the funding of two pilot
which to work, yet we have extremely dedicated people wherojects in South Australia for a total of $910 000 over two
are carrying out those responsibilities and working with thosgrears has been introduced. They are designed to help young
young people. people and their families where there is imminent risk of the
Mr BROKENSHIRE: | refer to page 428 of the Program young person’s leaving home. | have already explained the
Estimates where the links between poverty, family break$400 000 program for care and support packages for young
down, abuse and neglect are acknowledged. It is interestingeople at severe risk.
to note that the member for Elizabeth did not acknowledge | am very pleased to see significant progress in the
that many of the problems for young people and familiedParenting SA program which is ongoing funding for the
today are caused by the $4 billion-plus State Bank debacl@novative Parenting SA with the parents’ easy guide and
which her Government caused for South Australia—theparents’ helpline which receives over 2 500 calls per week,
tearing apart of the social fabric over 11 years, involvingand we are now able to provide some $90 000 in small grants
massive employment problems and a general lack of directiolor community groups as well.
for the State. | believe there have been quite major achieve- |take this opportunity to reiterate what my colleague, the
ments in helping families and young people. Recently, member for Mawson, said in the question that he asked. Itis
visited Magill Training Centre, and | could not speak highly all very well for the member for Elizabeth in her opening
enough of the commitment and care of FACS workers. | wastatement to go on about the situations that many families
also able to say ‘Hello’ to a few of the young people and sedace in South Australia at the present time. We are all
how keen most of them were to get on with the job and taconcerned about the unemployment situation; and we are all
work with the departmental officers. Minister, what do you concerned at the number of businesses that have gone into
believe and what can you say this Government has actualliquidation over a period of time and the lack of employment
achieved in helping families to cope with this enormousopportunities, particularly for young people. | think it is a bit
growing pressure, particularly with modern living as it is hypocritical for the member for Elizabeth to be attempting to
today? How do you see the achievements? place that blame on this Government when many of the
The Hon. D.C. Wotton: As | pointed out in my opening problems that we are now facing are as a direct result of the
statement, this Government throughout its first term of officdinancial mismanagement of the previous Government and
has maintained a very strong commitment to helping familieshe huge problems that have confronted the people of this
as the cornerstone of community life. The $950 millionState as a result of that mismanagement.
allocated in the past four budgets has helped build an Mr SCALZI: | refer to page 426 of Program Estimates
impressive list of achievements. Some of those achievemenésid the strategic plan for Aboriginal services. The trend for
have been through the $3 million Community Benefit SAAboriginal people to be over-represented in every departmen-
Fund. We have been able to assist in child protection antal service area is clearly a continuing chronic issue in
alternative care with significant restructure of the alternativeommunity services. How would the proposed strategic plan
care system, which is a cornerstone achievement for thiaddress these issues?
Government. It will provide us with a system which is  The Hon. D.C. Wotton: As | said in my opening
attuned to today’s demand for placement of adolescents arstiatement, | am very keen to introduce initiatives which assist
children with complex problems and challenging behavioursAboriginal families in this State. Again, itis an area that has
It makes the important link between placement preventiofeen neglected, | believe, for a very long time. It is a very
and placement services and sees for the first time in Souttifficult and complex area to know how best to help many of
Australia the funding of a family preservation service forthese families with the huge problems that many of them
Aboriginal families. | believe that helping those Aboriginal regrettably now face.
families in this State needs to be a huge priority. We have read and heard much over the past few weeks
In recognition of the ongoing challenges in the alternativeabout the welfare issues facing Aboriginal people and the
care program, | am having discussions with my Federalinks to both reconciliation and past practice. Let me say at
counterpart in regard to the options for extending the fundinghe outset how important | believe it was for community
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services in South Australia and for the Government in aestructure has seen the contracting out of these services to
bipartisan way to respond with the statement of apology anthe non-government sector. | am sure the Minister will
regret in the House on 28 May. Fundamental to addressingppreciate the concern in the community to ensure that
the complex and chronic issues for the Aboriginal communitychanges in foster care arrangements does not result in trauma
must be a candid acknowledgment of the pain and sufferinfpr children or the loss of experienced and committed foster
caused by past policies and practices and the fact that tiiamilies. What are the arrangements for implementation, and
damage persists today. However, the task for us now is tbow will these arguments address any community concern?
continue the reconciliation process and to build programs and The Hon. D.C. Wotton: The new services and funding
services which will go on to raise the standards of living forplan for alternative care services in South Australia, which
Aboriginal communities and address the structural disadvar-have endorsed for implementation, was driven by a very
tages that they face. strong policy position. It was the subject of extensive
Community 21, the strategic plan for community servicesconsultation across the State with foster children, carers,
focuses on the development of a new charter which will movdoster care agencies and other interested groups. In introduc-
the context of service delivery from a welfare to wellbeinging the new plan, an additional $500 000 per annum has also
framework for the future. | am very pleased that the departbeen committed towards the operation of alternative care
ment is now working on a broad based strategic plan foservices, and | will be seeking, through discussions with the
Aboriginal services entitled ‘A Different Future’. The focus Commonwealth Government, to further expand the funding
of the plan is on results and changing planning policybase for alternative care.
funding arrangements and practice to achieve much better Itis also important to be clear on the public record about
outcomes for Aboriginal families and their communities. Thethis question of contracting out. The fact is that the
plan recognises that we cannot view Aboriginal communitiecommunity sector has, since | can remember, been an active
as homogenous. There are different trends, different conservice provider in foster care. In other words, government
plexities and different priorities, particularly between has a history of contracting with community agencies: it is
communities which are remote or isolated compared witmot a new direction, by any means. The difference in this
regional communities, such as those in the Riverland or theurrent restructure is that there is more clarity about the
Adelaide metropolitan area. respective roles and responsibilities of the department and the
This plan will form the basis for a consultation processsector, and where there was no reason for services not to be
with Aboriginal communities. However, advocates incontestable they have been made so.
Government and the communities have been clear that they | assure members of the Committee that the new system
want focused and strategic consultations, and certainly notia designed to be more child and family focused, and | feel
blank page approach. They want to see that we have develery strongly that that is appropriate. It is also, | believe,
oped some draft action plans based on what they have beamuch more efficient. It is based, first and foremost, on
saying continually to Government agencies over a very longneeting the individual needs of children in need of care and
time. They want to see the issues and the proposed respon$asiilies where children are at risk of entering care. In
for their communities profiled. It is important that every particular, the changes will deliver increased flexibility in
opportunity be provided to enable those communities and theapacity to place children and adolescents with challenging
people within those communities to speak for their ownbehaviours. There will be structural efficiencies through
people. reduced management and administrative infrastructure. It will
Itis also important to point out that the plan acknowledgesrovide better monitoring and data collection systems, clearer
and includes positive programs and changed agendas whithes of responsibility and accountability for all parties
are happening on the ground. In our concern about thmvolved in alternative care, and it will also provide a better
problems, itis very easy for us often to forget to acknowledgespread of family preservation services across South Australia,
the progress which has been made and the successfatluding funding, for the first time, of Aboriginal family
initiatives which have been crafted already, often by Abo-reservation options.
riginal people themselves working from within the depart- The restructure of alternative care is, | believe, an
ment or the community sector. opportunity to achieve substantial change and, most import-
The Aboriginal Child-care Agency, the Aboriginal Family antly, to achieve service improvement. Itis also an extremely
Care Program, the Metropolitan Aboriginal Youth Team andielicate matter, due to the complexities inherent in the
the Doing It Differently project in the northern suburbs havesystem, the personalised nature of the services and the direct
made significant and important and lasting contributions tampact on the lives of many vulnerable children and their
a more culturally sensitive service system. Most recently, wéamilies. | have indicated, therefore, that the restructure must
can point to the Aboriginal Child Protection Team as abe undertaken with enormous care with adequate time
significant reform in responding in a culturally appropriateallowed for transition to ensure the optimum possible benefits
way to notifications of child abuse and neglect. from change and to minimise any adverse disruption to
With this strategy and the dedication and commitment othildren, foster parents and birth families.
the Aboriginal Services Division of the department, | am | believe that the planned restructure of alternative care is
confident that we can turn the corner over the next couple ad cornerstone achievement for this Government in its first
years. As Aboriginal people and families continue the procesterm of office, but there can be no room at all for complacen-
of rebuilding their identities, their family connections andcy. In fact, a recent research paper commissioned by the
their functioning, 1 am sure that many will experience adepartment demonstrates that there is only a limited number
community services system working from a differentof families willing to become foster families under the
framework and charter which can only be of significant helppresent arrangements, and the challenge for the next century
to those people. is to develop new models to ensure that we can provide
Mr CAUDELL: My question relates to the alternative children and young people coming into care with the nurture
care system to be operational by 1998. | understand that trend support they require to develop to responsible adulthood.
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Ms STEVENS: My question relates to page 427— Chief Executive Officer. There is nothing to hide as far as
‘Services for young people who offend or are at risk ofthat is concerned. The number in detention is of significant
harm’. Has the Minister or his department had discussionsoncern to me and to this Government as it was to the
with the police in relation to the difficulty in housing the previous Government. There has been a significant increase
number of young people with orders requiring their detentiorin the number of youths being held in secure care. This has
in secure care? Before the Minister answers, | would like tdeen attributed to the increased length of detention combined
put on the record a copy of an unsigned letter that was handeuth the increased number of youths on remand orders for
to us, to back up what | have just asked. This letter datethcreasing lengths of time. We are taking action in that we are
22 May 1997 to Mr Malcolm Hyde, the Commissioner of further advanced now in regard to the rebuilding program at
Police, from Mr Richard Deyell, the Chief Executive of the Cavan and the construction of a new facility to replace
department is headed ‘Re: Magill Training Centre Overflow’.Magill.

It states: Itis interesting that | just happen to have a minute signed

The Magill Training Centre is currently experiencing difficulties by Martyn Evans (the former member for Elizabeth and then
in housing the number of young people with orders requiring theiMinister of Health, Family and Community Services) on
dﬂ?””}ﬁm igfsgcggis‘?%i- ﬁg&‘;iﬁer?ﬁie"sl”efgﬁ to gg glié/e:agglﬂl% June 1993. In a letter to the Treasurer he indicates his
explora H . ) H
pa?ticularly thosepon short orders gending t>t/1eir gpgeapance at ty ncern about issues relatlng to detentlon.and makes the point
Youth Court. that SAYRAC has a capacity of 35 residents, that it has

Background. The Magill Training Centre has a maximumoperated at almost that number for several weeks, that there
capacity of 68 beds. The Cavan Training Centre has a maximum ¢fre no plans to increase the capacity of the centre as its

36 beds but has been taking up to 40 young people to absorb so i ; ;
of the overflow from Magill. The presenting overflow problem isngvnerShIp is planned to pass on to the Housing Trust in

predominantly made up of males between 15-18 years who are eitheeptember with the Openir!g of Cavan. He states that
on warrants, police custody orders, or first instance warrants. ~ SAYRAC has a current capacity of 48 although the occupan-
_ Critical periods tend to peak on weekends and long weekendgy for the past few weeks has been in excess of 50, and that
since the Saturday Magistrate Court was closed. The home detent:gsis has been achieved by the use of makeshift measures such
|

program provides 15 beds for young people on detention who wou . .
otherwise be placed in secure care. The Department for Family ari® Mattresses on the floor and the opening of units that do not

Community Services is currently instigating a rebuilding programmeet occupational health and safety standards.
for the Magill and Cavan Training Centres which will in time  That was in the middle of 1993. It is of major concern. It
provide 120 secure beds in this State. The Department for Familys prudent for the department to plan what alternatives might

and Community Services provides a range of diversionary progra : : : : : :
aimed at keeping young people out of Secure care but w are <dje available if required and, as | said earlier, we are fairly

experiencing consistently high numbers. As the Chief Executive ofvell advance_d as far as a r_eplacement for Magill is con-
the Department for Family and Community Services | have thecerned. Certainly the funding is there for us to commence that

delegated authority to refuse the admittance of young people intgroject and also the rebuilding program at Cavan. It is fair
secure care. We have been able to avoid this option but are cop;

cerned that the situation as it currently stands may not be sustainaby QOUQh to say that this is of major concern. The combined
in the future. average daily number of youths detained at the Cavan and

Steps taken so far. Paul Mackowski, a supervisor from the MagilMagill Training Centres for the period July 1996 to May
Training Centre, has done some initial exploration of the option 0fl997 is 95. This figure represents a 9 per cent increase on the
utilising a number of cells at the watch-house to detain ‘low risk’ average daily population for 1995-96. These increases have

young people under the joint supervision of FACS youth worker -
and the police when the Magill Training Centre is fu"ﬁed to increased costs as well. Increased staff numbers,

Mr Mackowski has undertaken initial informal consultations in Overtime payments and program costs have resulted in costs
regard to this proposal with Sergeants Hill and Sachse, who are duipcreasing by more than $1.7 million over 1995-96. The

sergeants at the watch-house. These initial discussions, which weiarcentage of Aboriginal youth offenders detained at both
held in April this year, appeared to meet with a favourable responsg. . . ;

on the proviso that police staff are not solely responsible for th aining CentreS_ Is 25 per cent O.f total occupancy levels to
supervision of juveniles detained under this program. arch 1997. This represents a slight decrease on the 1995-96

Recommendations. _ _ ) level of 27 per cent.
the 1S-0 Ttﬂﬁg tg?rg%%agg?%gt f(grEarinp;Z r%ne%sﬁlqpmg]gglzlig%cﬁe?nd I will refer briefly to the range of alternatives to detention
u u | ICe W | | '\ | | H H H

interagency response for the management of the overflow until th, h.ICh have bgen developed during 1996'97 z_ind WhICh. are
rebuilding program is complete. re}mg fUIllty ut|I|ts_ed by tlh%conrjlrts andd ?thﬁr jUStlﬁ(_i‘ ﬁgenclles.

. . ose alternatives include: home detention, which involves
,I[huar,zc\i;”rls lt)aenféggftw)ngetgrgf capital works program, thai-{ltensive face-to-face supervision, electronic monitoring and

y program participation involving family and community

_ 2. Thatan interagency work group is established to develop §,ambers. as appropriate; and the program for advocacy.
joint position paper and action plan for consideration. ' : ’

3. That the South Australian Police provide two staff to challenge and the environment (PACE)—participants
participate in the working group who are of an appropriate level t&complete 200 hours of environmental community work
develop a joint position paper and action plan for consideration. combined with support for up to 12 months to challenge

4. That the Department for Family and Community Services will ffending behaviour and develop viable alternatives.

B;gﬁgteguwgp%ﬁ?o?ttLgevfgﬁ(?r?gZ%Lepv.el’ a PSA representative ang - e gited vocational skill development and the establish-

The Department for Family and Community Services is keen tdnent of positive recreational habits are featured. Dukes Plus,
work in partnership with the South Australian police to develop thisthe special Duke of Edinburgh award program, aims to

initiative and I look forward to your prompt response to this requestestablish long-term personal development through learning

Has the Minister or his department been having discussiortsy successful achievement reinforced by positive adult and

with the police in relation to difficulties with housing the peer relationships.

number of young people with orders requiring their detention | will not take up the time of the Committee to refer to

in secure care? other alternatives that are being considered. This Government
The Hon. D.C. Wotton: Obviously the department is, will continue to have a strong focus on the provision of

because the member has just referred to a letter written by ttadternatives to detention. It is important that that should be the
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case. ltis vitally important, as far as | am concerned, that wéo the Minister that the alternatives to detention, even though
look at any alternatives that are appropriate rather thahe has some in place, certainly are not keeping up with
locking kids up behind bars. We have a major problem witmumbers of young offenders who, for whatever reason, are
a number who are in there at the present time, and that israt being dealt with outside detention but are in fact going

matter that we need to work through. into a lock-up situation.

Ms STEVENS: Is the Minister concerned about holding  The CHAIRMAN: That is purely comment. Will the
low-risk individuals in a police watch-house? Does this nothonourable member frame it as a question?
contradict the policy of keeping juveniles away fromwhatare Ms STEVENS: | would like to hear from the Minister
essentially institutes of higher learning in terms of criminalwhat are the specific outcomes to his alternatives to detention
behaviour? over the past year and what are his projected outcomes

The Hon. D.C. Wotton: Of course, | am concerned about specifically for next year so that we can look to some
that as was the Minister of Health, Family and Communityreduction in the numbers of young offenders going into
Services under the previous Government. That is what thisecure care.
statement to which I referred is all about. | will ask the Chief  The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | have already referred to at least
Executive Officer to provide details, but of course it isthree of those programs: the Program for Advocacy Chal-
undesirable. As far as | am concerned, we are in a situatiolenge and the Environment is one area, the Dukes Plus is
where we have not had to consider doing that at this staganother and home detention is yet another. Once the matter
but I would like the Chief Executive Officer to respond to the of the appropriate site for a new facility is determined, | will
question in detail. do everything | can to ensure that the completion date is

Mr Deyell: | can confirm that discussions are taking brought on as quickly as possible.
place, but very much with an eye to being prepared in case We are in a situation where the Magill Training Centre has
we need to look for such a capacity rather than as a matter deen recognised for a very long time—certainly for a lot
course. Such alternatives from the department’s viewpoint adenger than this Government has been in office—to be totally
very much options of last resort and | am pleased to be ablenacceptable for the purpose. | know that when | was in the
to report that in the past couple of weeks numbers in securgtuation in which the member for Elizabeth now finds herself
care across both detention centres in South Australia hawad was questioning previous Governments during Estimates,
somewhat stabilised in the high 80s. We have 86 people ipear after year | referred to the lack of suitable accommoda-
secure care today. That number means that we do not hatien through the Magill Training Centre and nothing was
to look for these sorts of options. We have not yet finaliseadlone. When we came to office we realised that it was a high
discussions with the police and are currently not using thapriority and | regret that it has taken three years to get on with
alternative. the finalisation of that issue.

Ms STEVENS: By way of supplementary question, the =~ Ms STEVENS: You under-spent your capital budget.
Minister mentioned the former member for Elizabeth (Hon. The Hon. D.C. Wotton: That is one of the reasons: the
Martyn Evans) and his concern in relation to the samdunding was there, but we were not in a position to get on
matters. Does the Minister have any knowledge that the Homecause of site considerations and all sorts of things. That is
Martyn Evans was considering an option such as placingehind us.
young offenders in the watch-house? Ms Stevens interjecting:

The Hon. D.C. Wotton: The minute to which | referred The CHAIRMAN: Order! The Minister has the call.
looks at canvassing different opportunities that may be The Hon. D.C. Wotton: That is now a very high priority.
available and we are continuing to canvass all of thesédo not know what the member for Elizabeth is getting at. |
alternatives. Once we are able to provide a new facility as have indicated what alternatives are currently in place. The
replacement to Magill, and once we are able to complete th€hief Executive Officer has provided information to the
rebuilding program at Cavan, | would hope that we would nolCommittee which indicates that the numbers are down,
have to consider any of these alternatives. fortunately, at the present time and | hope that they continue

Ms STEVENS: So, to your knowledge, no such option to decrease.
was canvassed by the previous Labor Government? Mr BROKENSHIRE: | refer to page 431 of the Program

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Either that is the honourable Estimates, which refers to the growing recognition and
member’s next question or it is a supplementary. response in planning at the interface between service systems.

Ms STEVENS: | will go on to my next question, Sir. The After listening to the member for Elizabeth and her negativi-
Minister mentioned in his answer to my original question thaty—her lack of positivity—I can understand why in some
he has put in place a number of alternatives to homsectors of community services there appears to be a percep-

detention. tion that this Government lacks commitment to areas like
The Hon. D.C. Wotton: Alternatives to detention or to social policy and social issues and, in particular (from what
home detention? I have heard tonight in this place) to social policy framework.

Ms STEVENS: | meant alternatives to detention, home What would the Minister say in response to these negative
detention being one of them, along with others the Ministecriticisms?
mentioned. However, | notice in the Minister's Program  The Hon. D.C. Wotton: It is of concern that there is a
Estimates—and the Minister backed it up with his ownperception in some sectors of community services that this
statistics—that there are increased trends in occupancy rat€overnment’s record in social services is not what it should
in secure care and in the proportion of young people otbe. This Government has demonstrated through its delivery
remand. The Minister also mentioned, in answering af services in education, health and welfare a clear commit-
guestion, that this alternative would be considered up until thenent to meeting its responsibilities and obligations. At the
building of the new facility, which will be anything up to two same time we have always made clear that this must be
years. The capital works program says that the completiobhalanced with the objectives of economic development and
date is two years away, not allowing for any slippage. | pujob creation and an efficient and effective public sector.
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We live in times where the role of Government is coming out of that report. The broad representation on the
changing dramatically. The tools of policy and planning alsaccommittee has served to strengthen the relationships between
have to change. We know that the old social developmerthe sector and other key service providers, and | am hopeful
framework that consisted largely of motherhood statementthat the recommendations coming out of that report will
about social goals, with which everyone could identify butultimately benefit the women and children who need those
nobody really owned, are now redundant. | suggest that todegervices.
we desperately need new tools and need to refine those tools | have certainly given a commitment to maintaining a
to ensure that they deliver the social services that thepecific service dedicated to meeting the needs of migrant
community expects from Government as we move towardevomen and children, and to the maintenance of funding and
the year 2000. staffing levels across the sector. The timing for implementa-

Work is progressing across Government, which will resulttion has also been discussed by the committee as part of the
in a management framework focused more clearly on outputsverall plan. It is important, because of the interest that has
and outcomes. Itis that sort of framework that will deliver thebeen shown in the community, that this whole area and the
accountability and transparency which the community igecommendations coming out of the report are made public.
demanding of Government. We also need to remember thdtere has been much speculation. There has been a lot of
human services in particular are facing unprecedentedncertainty in regard to this issue, and it is vitally important
challenges. There are strong expectations in the communitihat, as soon as the Federal Minister has signed off on this
particularly about the quality of services and accountabilityreport, those recommendations be made public.
for the use of public resources. Mr CAUDELL: The Opposition spokesperson on these

In this environment, it is essential that community servicesnatters has tried to paint a variety of pictures and perceptions
not only contributes to the development of whole of Governin relation to secure care. | refer the Minister to page 427 of
ment planning tools but also works on responding to the nevthe Program Estimates and Information booklet regarding the
challenges within its own constituency. It is for this reasonproject to replace the Magill Training Centre. Will the
that | have been working with my advisory committee, theMinister provide the Committee with some background on
department and the sector on an industry plan. | am hopeftihe replacement project, including the need for such an
that this will evolve to the point where it can advance theundertaking and the progress made to date and the location
Government’s broader social policy and the planning agendaf the proposed new centre which | understand has been
I might also say that | have asked through the Department ofcluded in the budget at a cost of $2.35 million?

Premier and Cabinet that we put together all the initiatives The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | am pleased to be able to
under a social agenda in all agencies so that the priority thatrovide further information on this matter. | do not think |
we are giving as a Government to a number of these issue®ed to go through the detail that has already been provided
can be seen very clearly, as so many of them are so importarggarding the pressures that are on Magill. Reference has
at the present time. been made by both sides of the Committee to the need to get

Mr SCALZI: | refer to page 429 of the Program Esti- on with this development as a matter of priority. The
mates and the target for completing the reform to services fatevelopment of proposals for a new site is being overseen by
women and children escaping domestic violence. This is a steering committee convened by the Department of Family
very important area of community welfare. At what stage isand Community Services with members from Treasury and
the reform plan, and how has the process been managedRmance, Services SA, the Department of Environment and
address the issues which have been raised by some sectidwatural Resources and the Economic Development Authority.
of the women'’s services sector? A possible site—and | would hope it would be the ultimate

The Hon. D.C. Wotton: There certainly has been intense site—has been identified in O’Halloran Hill, and negotiations
interest in this matter for some time and in particular the lasare under way for approval for its purchase. | have been very
few months. It is evident that many people support changegleased with the positive response that has been received
to ensure services respond better to the needs of women afidm the Marion council. It is not always easy to have the
children escaping domestic violence. The review report bgommunity on side on these issues, but certainly since this
Thompson Goodall and Associates was released for publigption has been placed before the community through a
consultation. As a result of that, | have received manyouple of articles in the media, there has not been much
responses which comment on the findings and some of theegativity. In fact, the member for Mitchell (who asked the
specific recommendations. question and in whose electorate this site is located) tells me

| have convened an implementation advisory committedne has only received one letter that is negative to this site.
which has broad representation from a number of Govern- | would be very pleased to see the centre placed on the
ment agencies and representatives from service providers, a@dHalloran Hill site. | am very keen to ensure that there are
| can table the detail of that representation for the record. Thappropriate training opportunities associated with the new
committee has been asked to consider the report and facility. The site is close to Adelaide, itis in a relatively open
particular all the feedback to determine the future shape airea and adjacent to the O’Halloran Hill TAFE. | think it is
services that are required in the community at the preseratn ideal site. | would hope that negotiations will be positive
time. | am advised that the committee has been meetingp that we will be able to move on the construction of the new
weekly since April to consider changes to the service systententre as soon as possible.

It is expected to produce a final report very soon. The member for Elizabeth referred to the two year period.

I understand that the task has been extremely complex arfk | said earlier, | will do everything | can to ensure that it
the committee is thoroughly considering a number of factords not a two year process. | think the urgency of the situation
including industrial issues which may arise out of a changelemands that we do everything we can through the Govern-
of process. In fact, that process has now moved on anehent and the agencies that have a responsibility in this area
because it was a SAAP program, itis a matter of seeking th® ensure that the new centre is completed as quickly as
Federal Minister's concurrence with the recommendationpossible. | would hope from what has been said tonight, and
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recognising the difficulties that are present, that we wouldive and proactive counselling support while the Common-
have the support of the Opposition in the construction of thisvealth funds residual emergency need.
new facility. Ms STEVENS: | follow on by talking about financial

Ms STEVENS: My next question relates to emergency counselling services. Minister, | must say that in talking with
assistance and | refer to page 243. Welfare agencies repor@ders in the social welfare sector before these estimates the
growing demand for emergency assistance as more familidést thing they talked about to me was the lack of adequate
struggle to make ends meet, yet in 1996-97 $1.821 milliofinancial counselling services, so it is interesting that we
was allocated to the department's emergency financigthould move on to this, following your response to my last
assistance program, of which $1.72 million was actuallyjuestion. The area of financial counselling has proved to be
spent. The allocation for 1997-98 is $1.759 million. How can@ highly successful poverty alleviation service over many
FACS justify an under-spending of emergency financiabears, a preventative measure, yet allocations to this import-
assistance funds in 1996-97 when many low income peopi@nt preventative service have been reduced over recent years.
were denied assistance? Noting the growing demand fdt appears that FACS has reduced its commitments to the
emergency financial assistance how can the allocation fgirovision of this service by both community organisations

1997-98 be below, particularly in real terms, the 1996-97and the department itself. A couple of years ago, the Debtline
allocations? phone service offered by the department in providing back up

The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | will get the Chief Executive to financial councillors was also closed down. Why has the

Officer to provide some detail in response to that questiondePartment scaled down its provision of financial counselling
Can | say that the variation between actual and that estimat&§'Vices, and what have been the effects on service delivery
for 1996-97 reflects the demand for emergency financiaind service accessibility foIIowmg thg closure of Debtlme?
assistance payments during the year. Initiatives aimed at The Hon. D.C. Wotton: T_he f'rfSt thing | want fo say Is
preventative measures to reduce repeat applications suchtggt there have been no financial reductions to financial
loan schemes and white good purchase have had an impaegunsellmg in the non-government sectorin South Austrqlla,
as reflected in the constant level of expenditure. | also neegf | Nt know where the member for Elizabeth is coming

to make the point that emergency relief is something that hd€om- In regard to financial counselling practice, not all
pmmunity support workers undertake case work and only

been recognised for sometime as a Commonwealth respon%1 ) - > : i
ose who are trained financial councillors are assigned cases.

bility. The emergency relief program is essentially a safet . .
netyunder the s%cialysecurig/ ir?come support s;ystem an here are different procedures, but the fact is that there has

therefore is quite clearly a Commonwealth responsibility. 170t been a reduction in funding. | can provide some detail
is quite distinct from the payments made to individuals in thd©9arding the funding and I would be prepared to take that on
Department for Family and Community Services’ financial"°tce-

counselling and support services, where those payments are MS STEVENS: | would appreciate that and | would also
part of a more comprehensive problem solving, case worRSK the Minister whether he could address the other part of
approach to assistance. ' my question in relation to what have been the effects on

- . service delivery and service accessibility after the closure of
Emergency relief really is a very small Commonwealth y y

program of about $23 million nationally and $2 million in Debtline? .

South Australia. It is unlikely, even if the Commonwealth The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | will need to get some more

; s ely, . .. detail in regard to that. While we are on this subject, | think
intends to devolve it, that it will attempt to devolve it on its

X . : it is important to consider the skills of FACS community
own but rather will roll it up with an array of other programs. support workers in this area. As | said earlier, in regard to

. PIC Iy ancial counselling practice not all community support
;[Sguge?;?ktu,\;?'g en;l e\ll;“taonriigé?](\jlvi?]rlrntg:g%lgel:irl] 1S part'CUIa\?vorke_rs undertake case work and only those who are trained
) . " financial counsellors are assigned cases. Financial counsel-
Mr Deyell: There have been significant moves in the pasfing training for untrained community support workers has
two or three years to clarify the responsibilities in this aregyeep identified as a priority for all financial support teams
between State Governments and the Commonwealth GoverQeross the State and resources have been allocated to

ment. The department has retained a residual emergengy chase this training from the Para Institute of TAFE and 11
assistance capacity but there is now a much stronger focus ¥)cn staff are doing modules currently.
the department on counselling families who come in with  pAcg senior financial councillors on each team also work
short-term financial needs, in an endeavour to address thg, our training and development staff to ensure that the
fundamental problem that the family has come in with rathet, 4ining needs of staff are continually assessed and, import-
than setting up a process where they come back to us timgyjy are met. All of them have been trained in workplace
after time for a residual top up. What it has meant is that W ssassment in a course in which FACS also subsidised the
have strengthened our capacity in financial counselling angining of a financial councillor from the community sector.
are working with families !n a proactive way with budgeting Training and development staff subsequently located a
and other support services to address the fundamentahnsiderable number of training places at a greatly reduced
problem that the family faces and establishing a clear linkate for other community sector financial councillors, but
with the non-government agencies who receive emergencyy four took advantage of that particular offer. All financial
relief funding from the Commonwealth where material g nnort team staff also periodically receive other relevant
assistance is more appropriately provided. training to keep them up to date, and | refer to a recent
Ms STEVENS: To be quite clear, essentially you are example. This involved two seniors becoming qualified
saying that it is not your problem; it is the Commonwealth’strainers in the Consumer Credit Code, who are now providing
responsibility. this training to other staff in-house, and | think that is good.
Mr Deyell: 1 am saying we share the responsibility | will ask the Chief Executive Officer to expand on that
between both jurisdictions, with the State providing construcanswer.
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Mr Deyell: Specifically in relation to the question about and policy direction that had occurred over a period of time.
the impact of Debtline, a strategy about strengthening th&tanding still is not an option in an environment where
skills at the local office with this comprehensive training hasportfolios and agencies are competing for limited Govern-
meant that we now have a capacity at local offices which wenent resources, and | am very supportive of the initiatives
did not have previously and which is able to respond to the¢hat are currently being taken by the agency.
demand formerly met by Debtline. Mr BROKENSHIRE: As a supplementary question, |

Mr BROKENSHIRE: | refer to page 431 and the gather from what you have said that contracting and tendering
department’s position paper on contracting. Recently a fews not unique to South Australia or indeed to Australia.
organisations in my electorate indicated that they were keen The Hon. D.C. Wotton: It is certainly not unique to
to get involved in tendering opportunities and that they savAustralia. As | said earlier, | think we in this State are as
it as a possible way of being able to expand their communityadvanced as—if not more advanced than—some of the other
development programs. How do you align that with theStates. The opportunity that is provided in asking for a
argument that the move towards contracting and tenderingegistration of interest in a number of these areas is an
has damaged the relationship with the community sector?important way to go and does not have the tied technicalities

The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | need to make the Committee that contracting out might have.
aware that over one-third of the allocation to my portfolio of Mr SCALZI: | refer to page 429 of the Program Esti-
Family and Community Services represents funding whichmates and the initiatives of the Office for Families and
is contracted to services outside the department, and in th&hildren. This time last year the Opposition described the
context contracting as a process and an outcome is a vegffice as a publicity machine for the Government. | am aware
significant issue. While | am aware that some sections dthat the office continues to address its critics by pursuing a
industry are ardently opposed to contracting in any form, family centred agenda across Government. Can the Minister
believe that there is a recognition now by the sector thaglaborate on the achievements of the office for this year and
going back to the submission-driven grants type arrangemenits future goals?
of the past are not an option. The Hon. D.C. Wotton: The Office for Families and

The reality is that relationships change and mature, th€hildren was an initiative of this Government and part of its
context changes, the demands change and expectatiofamily and Community Services policy, and | am delighted
change and, as a sector, we need to adapt. With no option tath the progress that has been made with that office. The
go backwards, this leaves us with the department’s positionffice now comprises the Office for Families, Children’s
paper which ensures that competition and the tools ofnterest Bureau, the Domestic Violence Unit and Parenting
contracting are refined to achieve the outcomes which we af®A. The office works across Government and the community
seeking in Community Services in South Australia. The papeservices sector to improve understanding of families’ and
to which the honourable member referred proposes a set ohildren’s needs and responds to those needs.
principles as the underpinning philosophy for contracting. The office has provided, | suggest, a very important role
Because of the shortness of time, | will provide thosen keeping families and children on our agenda. The office
principles to the honourable member later. monitors the wellbeing and changing nature of families and

| believe that we have made a good start in South Austheir needs and advises Government about these on an
tralia, more than any other State | suggest, in developing angoing basis.
new framework which picks up the imperatives of the 1990s Some key achievements in this office have been Parenting
but retains a strong focus on the foundation principles 0o5A, an initiative to coordinate a multi-agency approach to
Community Services, its uniqueness as a sector and thmprove the quality of parenting in South Australia. More
vulnerability of many of its client groups. than 1 million Parent Easy Guides (or tip sheets) have been

The use of the FACS reform as a case study (recentldistributed to the community as a reference for parents; there
published by the Productivity Commission) reinforces thes also the parent help line to which | have referred; and |
balanced and phased approach that we have taken in this Stateve also referred to the $90 000 in small grants that have
to address the challenges of the 1990s and the provision been made available to community groups. It is interesting
Government services. We are subjecting ourselves to criticéb note now that other States have sought access to Parenting
analysis so that we can progress. It is my understanding th&A resources. | am pleased to advise that Parenting SA has
the next evolution of the position paper on contracting is orbeen re-funded in 1997-98 and has received added financial
the drawing board: the department is working with represenassistance from the Commonwealth.
tatives of SACOSS to develop joint project work which will ~ We also have the violence intervention program (VIP).
be provided in the next paper. The Children’s Interest Bureau is playing an active role in

One of the issues that this process will address is theaising the status of children. We had the family summit in
situation of the small agencies in the sector, and that has be&ovember last year involving 150 community leaders and
brought to my attention by SACOSS on a number of occaever 500 community submissions. For the first time, some of
sions. It is well known that the strict application of purchas-the issues that have been of concern to a number of individu-
ing regimes can favour the large agencies and their econads and organisations in this area have become transparent,
mies of scale. SACOSS has a project running which looks and the Government has been able to respond to the vast
the northern region specifically, and while | have not seemajority of the concerns that were expressed.
any outcomes as yet | am sure that it will provide interesting The office is currently in discussion with key stakeholders
information for the next step. within and outside Government to establish what can be done

We cannot afford to forget that change is unsettling ando meet the outcomes of that summit and will report back to
that the instability which the sector has been feeling is a resuthe Human Services Cabinet Committee on the outcome of
of coming to grips with the changing relationship. On comingtheir consultation. | am delighted with the progress that has
to office | was keen to ensure stability within the departmenbeen made with the Office for Families and Children, which
because | was aware of the many changes in senior personmélelieve is a very important initiative of this Government.
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Mr CAUDELL: My question is in relation to alternative stage. The department has been asked to work with the
care and Future Echoes. | refer to page 431 of Prograr8BC—which is what we are doing—and take a case to the
Estimates and the reference to consumer satisfaction pilot&overnment for the wages outcome that we believe is
The most important customers of the department must be treppropriate for staff in the department. In producing the case
young people who are under its protection and care. Will théo take to the Government about an appropriate wages
Minister outline his support for young people in care andoutcome, we are taking into account the fact that there are
their involvement in the work of the department? wage differentials between States, and we are reporting to the

The Hon. D.C. Wotton: One of the most fantastic Government the effect that wage differentials have on our
opportunities that | have had as Minister for Family andability to recruit and retain staff in the department.
Community Services is to work very closely with agroup of Ms STEVENS: Will the Minister indicate when he
young South Australians who call themselves Future Echoesxpects this decision to be made? In clarifying what you have
They form the South Australian branch of the Australiansaid, | understand that whatever the increase (between zero
Association of Young People in Care. They are young peopland 17 per cent) it will therefore come from within the
who themselves have been in care and who are now dedicatddpartment’s own resources.
to helping others who are currently in care or who have come Mr Deyell: There is no money provided at this stage. The
out of care. They are active in raising community awarenes&overnment has asked us, after working with SBC, to present
of the circumstances of children in care, promoting the voice case to the Government for consideration. | will have a
of the child or young person in care, and advising on relevanneeting next week as part of that process to present the
policy and best practice. department’s case to the group of officials who then advise

The department remains active in its commitment andMinisters. We are due to advise the Industrial Relations
support to Future Echoes and considers them a key voice f@ommission on 4 July of what progress has been made, so we
young people in care. | am very keen, as is the agency, tare moving along quite quickly at this stage.
ensure that we listen to those young people and that the Ms STEVENS: My next question relates to stress levels
formulation of policy is assisted as a result of input fromamongst FACS staff. | understand that a report exists called
those people. In recognition of this and in line with the ‘Workplace Strain’. When will this report be made public,
reforms to alternative care, Future Echoes is receivingnd what are its findings and recommendations?
funding and in-kind support to provide advocacy and advice The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | understand that this report is
on behalf of young people in care and for other core functionavailable in the library. It is an internal document, but | will
including training and support programs for those in the carask Mr Deyell if he wants to add to that.
system. Mr Deyell: Itis true that the department did commission

In April this year, Community Benefits SA approved one-a report on workplace strain in the department to address
off project funding of $22 790 to Future Echoes for thewhat we see as an important issue for our staff. The reportis
establishment of a statewide after-care support program f@xtensive and has now been with the department for a couple
the more vulnerable young people leaving care. The developf months. The report is available in the library. There is no
ment of the charter of commitments for children and youngestriction on people accessing it. We are currently working
people in care is, in fact, a joint venture between Future®n a strategy with staff to come up with what we hope will
Echoes and the Children’s Interest Bureau, and | am verge quite creative responses to the sorts of issues that staff
pleased that that is consistent with national best practickave now flagged to us through this report, because the
standards for out-of-home care. South Australia will the firsfindings of the report and the recommendations are based on
State to have both a charter for care givers and a charter fextensive surveys with our own staff. | was very pleased that
children and young people to underpin the alternative careur own people took this topic very seriously and, in fact, the
system. Apart from the fact that they are a delight to workresearchers tell us that we got a very high response rate from
with, they are totally committed and, for that reason, | amour people, which tells us that this is an important issue, and
looking at providing additional funding for educational that is why we commissioned the survey in the first place.
scholarships through Future Echoes to assist those young The recommendations range from very broad strategies,
people to improve their opportunities in the future. such as creating a healthy work environment and removing

Ms STEVENS: | understand that staff at Family and some of the violent issues—that is very difficult for us but,
Community Services are currently the lowest paid welfarainderstandably, staff were keen that we pursue that option—
workers in Australia and are seeking a 17 per cent increagarough to very practical down-to-earth measures, such as
in salaries to bring them into line with departments in otheiimplementing hazard management policy equivalents in the
States. What is the dollar impact if this is successful, and haarea of workplace training. We have been very successful in
money been set aside in the budget to accommodate this2he department in relation to accident and hazard management

The Hon. D.C. Wotton: Money has not been set aside atand, at a more practical level, we are looking at some of the
this stage. | am very much aware of the feeling of those in theneasures that we might take in relation to workplace training
department regarding this particular issue, but | think it isthat are similar to some of the other successes we have had
appropriate that the Chief Executive Officer respond to thain that area of occupational health and safety.
question. Ms STEVENS: My next question concerns services for

Mr Deyell: The Government's enterprise bargainingdomestic violence victims in rural areas. In 1996-97 a
policy requires us to engage with the union through the singldomestic violence service for women in rural and remote
bargaining centre to negotiate an agreed wages outcomareas existed with $273 000 being spent. This has been
The PSA has indicated that it will seek a 17 per cent increaseeduced to $140 000 for 1997-98. | note that this was a joint
The Government's enterprise bargaining policy requires uSommonwealth-State program and that the Commonwealth
to negotiate a solution, the funding for which is achievedhas also reduced its commitment from $166 000 down to
through reforms made in the agency. As the Minister said, th71 000. Why has the State Government almost halved its
Government has not provided funding for agencies at thisommitment to supporting the victims of domestic violence
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in rural communities, and what specific programs will now Last year | had the opportunity of learning something of
disappear as a result of these changes? some of those home visitation programs in Scotland and |
The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | understand that this was a three came back very enthusiastic about that concept. | am anxious
year program. It was totally funded by the Commonwealtho see the results of that trial. A number of issues will need
and it is nearing the end of that three year cycle. Theo be resolved as the reform model becomes fully operational
Commonwealth Department of Health and Family Servicesn October, for example, the status of clients, referral
committed funding to the remote services in the Far Norttprotocols and feedback loops to the statutory system to
only until the end of December 1997, pending the results omanage the risk for children. In closing, | am pretty confident
a review of its funding of domestic violence services. Thethat we will be able to move sufficiently quickly on tier three
1997-98 funding figure reflects this half year funding. Thespecifications to have a trial service response in place to
Government recognises the significant difficulties and issuesomplement the reforms in internal operations later this year
particularly for women and children experiencing domesticand | think it is important that should be the case.
violence in rural and remote areas. Whilst travelling around Mr CAUDELL: | refer to page 426 of the Program
the State, particularly in those areas, this matter has bedfstimates—increased supports for Aboriginal families and
brought to my attention on numerous occasions. children—and to page 429—reform of alternative care system
The Government has recently raised the focus for ruraio be operational by 1998. It has been apparent for some time
South Australia through the establishment of the Soutlthat Aboriginal families and children have been in proportion-
Australian Rural Community Services Office. The Domesticately greater need for services in the area of alternative care
Violence Unit within the Office for Families and Children and there have been cultural, geographic and other constraints
will work with the South Australian Rural Community in meeting these needs. What is being done to address these
Service Office to enhance domestic violence intervention anchatters in the alternative care reforms?
prevention initiatives in rural and remote areas of South The Hon. D.C. Wotton: This has been partly referred to
Australia. A review of services to women recommends arpreviously in responses, but it is true that in South Australia
increase in the options available to women and children livingand nationally Aboriginal children and young people are
in domestic violence, and the domestic violence unit iscertainly over represented in the alternative care system, as
involved in supporting services by providing accreditedthey are in the child protection and justice systems. Research
training for those who work with these families and by carried out has indicated that South Australia has a low
helping to establish local domestic violence action groups taumber of Aboriginal children and young people in place-
provide community education strategies. ment with Aboriginal families, even though the Aboriginal
Mr SCALZI: | refer to the additional funds provided for placement principle is enshrined in the Children’s Protection
the child protection system. How will this funding, rather Act 1993. There are insufficient Aboriginal families available
than an investigation style response, benefit families wheto foster children and care for children with disabilities in
need positive assistance? South Australia and that is a major problem that we have. A
The Hon. D.C. Wotton: One of the central pillars of the 1996 review of the Aboriginal Intensive Neighbourhood Care
reform in child protection is to ensure that the appropriatgorogram recommended broad based family care focusing on
response is targeted to notifications where the issues are mgeuniting young people with their families, as well as
about family functioning and child welfare than about safetydiverting them from the juvenile justice system, with
or ongoing risk of abuse and neglect. The differentialparticular emphasis on supporting Aboriginal families to care
response model identifies three tiers. Tier three refers to thoger their children in their own homes.
cases where a more supportive and less intrusive response isThese recommendations have been incorporated into the
deemed to be most appropriate for child and family welfarechanges currently being implemented as part of the restruc-
and in the 1997-98 budget there is a commitment to $400 O0ire of alternative care services in South Australia and all
recurrent funding for a Strengthening Families progranpossible options to maintain children and young people
targeted to tier three families. within their family and cultural environment are being
In addition, there is $100 000 one-off funding from the explored and supported before placement with a non-
Commonwealth for home visitation services which can beAboriginal family. Itis important that should be the case and
specified alongside the tier three service response. Thétat emphasis should be placed on the need wherever possible
initiative is to occur in the southern districts, and it is one thato have these Aboriginal youngsters placed with people in
I will watch very closely. The Child Protection Reform Task their own community. The current restructure of alternative
Force has investigated a model from the United States whictare services incorporates innovative changes for Aboriginal
diverts low risk cases to specially funded communitychildren and young people and focuses on providing more
agencies. Again, | have had the opportunity to see first-hanculturally relevant services. In particular, Aboriginal families
some of the initiatives that are part of that program. We arare able to self refer for emergency placement and family
also looking at the possibilities for adapting a coordinatedreservation services in recognition of the need for more open
care style model to tier three. and culturally relevant access for the Aboriginal community.
One of the inherent difficulties is that tier three families As part of the restructure of alternative care services,
will not be a homogenous group. There will be a wide rangglacements and family preservation services for Aboriginal
of families with different circumstances and needs whichchildren and young people, including the recruitment, training
need to be addressed. The service models clearly must haaad support of foster parents, will largely be provided by the
the ability to respond to the assessed needs of individuaboriginal Child Care Agency and Aboriginal family care
families—and it is pretty easy to understand why. Thegroups in some country locations. The Aboriginal Child Care
additional funds from the Commonwealth will be targetedAgency (ACCA) will receive an additional $215 000 from
towards home visitation. It should fit well into the model, in 1997-98 for placement and family preservation services and
terms of low risk families, where an early intervention-parenthe Aboriginal family care groups will receive an additional
education response is appropriate. $46 000.
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Finally, a more holistic approach to support and interveniar, whether it will remain to be funded by the department
tion with Aboriginal families is planned in the restructure, with respect to the existing complement of staff?
which will ultimately result in broader, more culturally The CHAIRMAN: In calling the Minister, | draw
relevant and integrated service responses for Aboriginahembers’ attention to the time. There is only about five
children, young people and their families. minutes left to give a reply.

Mr BROKENSHIRE: | refer to page 429 of the Program  The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | suggest that the Deputy Leader
Estimates and the reference to women and children escapitPk at Hansardtomorrow. | have spent a fair bit of time
domestic violence. Will the Minister tell the Committee what tonight talking about the status of that report and how it came
the department is doing about domestic violence outside thebout. Particularly with respect to Hope Haven, the draft
child protection area? implementation plan does not recommend the closure of any

The Hon. D.C. Wotton: Responding to domestic violence shelter. _Also, | have repea.tedly assured concerned parties that
is an extremely complex matter because facets of the probleffjere Will be no reduction in staff numbers or beds. As to the
need to be addressed by a number of agencies acroS@tus of that SAAP report, itis a Federal-State report, and it
Government, including heaith, justice and corrections as welf currently being considered by the Commonwealth Minister
as family and community services. Developing effective(Minister Moylan), and the final outcome is not yet known.
responses requires a significant level of cooperation and the | Was disappointed to hear that Hope Haven had them-
Department for Family and Community Services, apart fronp€!Ves decided that they could no longer operate. Indeed, |
providing services through numerous in-house and fundeg2ve asked the department to discuss possible options with
programs, is working closely with the Domestic Violence Other women's services which are funded through the
Unit in the Office for Families and Children, which plays an SUPPorted Accommodation Assistance Program (SAAP).
important role in developing coordinated responses. However, the Hope Haven administration decided to cease

The Violence Intervention Project (VIP) is a reCentoperatmg due to some staff having left and the remaining

example of coordinated service development. Itis a coIIaborS-t&u'-f feeling unable to continue with depleted resources. They

N - S . -~ also felt that the administrative time and energy required to
ative interagency project aiming to provide a comprehensiveg ) o siatt was considered beyond their capacity at that
intervention process to families experiencing domes“‘iime
violence in South Australia. It is a 12-month pilot project | . :
based on the northern suburbs, and the Department of Fami@é Plans are currently being considered to ensure that the

and Community Services contributes two project officer, rvice gap created by Hope Haven's closure will be filled.
) Y S Proj | understand that a very positive meeting was held this
salaries to the project.

. L . _morning with the administrators of the existing women'’s
The Violence Intervention Project involves coIIaboratlonshenerS, Domestic Violence Outreach Service, the Migrant
between the Northern Metropolitan Health Service, th&yomen's Service and the staff from the Community Services
Department of Corrections, the South Australian Police angjy;ision to discuss the best possible arrangements that need
a number of non-government agencies. At the end of thg, occur now that Hope Haven has determined that it will
project there will be an evaluation of its effectiveness ing|gge.

intervening in family_vit_)lence andin pre_venting revictimisa-  These arrangements take account of the fact that during
tion. If successful it is hoped to reciprocate the modelng review of the services for women and children escaping
throughout the State. | was very pleased with the positivgjomestic violence the women have said that they require
support provided to VIP at its launch at Elizabeth recentlyyifterent types of accommodation without being excluded
It has huge potential in this area and is a program that | wilkom receiving support. The choice of accommodation type
be watching closely. that is safe and secure is also required. As | say, there was a

Mr CLARKE: | refer to Hope Haven, which is a very positive meeting today to consider options that are
women'’s refuge in my electorate. A review was done at thewailable, but the decision to close Hope Haven was made by
beginning of the year which looked at not only Hope Haventhe administration themselves.
but at other women'’s refuges and the recommendation was Mr CLARKE: The Minister says that the decision was
that Hope Haven was to operate but without staff. | fail to seénade by the administrators themselves. Obviously, when they
how that would be possible, given the type of distresshave the sword of Damocles hanging over their head in this
experienced by many women going to Hope Haven withreport, and not knowing what their future funding will be and
young children. There are urgent and pressing domestighether or not staff will be there, it is no wonder that staff
necessities for a number of these women who are in distresgrave. They have to look for alternative employment. No
ing circumstances. They need staff on hand to look after theionder it is closing. | do not think it was a question of choice
children whilst they go out and attend to such things asn their part.
visiting the local Department of Social Security or registering  The CHAIRMAN: That is a statement and not a question.
with the CES, which does not happen in five minutes, as the Mr CLARKE: The Minister phrases it as if they have
Minister is probably aware. There are such things as havingoluntarily without any pressure or problems whatsoever
to buy personal necessities, clothing or whatever for theigecided they will just close up.
children or enrolling them in schools. The CHAIRMAN: What is the question?

There are a whole host of circumstances in which these Mr CLARKE: Surely the Minister recognises the
women find themselves when they front up at a women'pressure which they are under and which has been caused by
refuge. They need a sympathetic ear, somebody who can gibe fact that his department has not yet made up his mind.
things organised for them and who can look after their The CHAIRMAN: It is still a statement. There is no
children while they try to get their own lives back into somequestion there yet.
sort of order. Even for attending job interviews they need a The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | just say again that this has been
staffed centre. Will the Minister give a report on the status ofa long process. | explained that | would put in place—

Hope Haven in terms of its ongoing function and, in particu-  Mr Clarke interjecting:
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The Hon. D.C. Wotton: Just listen—an independent through whereby the Chief Executive Officer of the agency
group to assess the report for me and to take into account tliediscussing that report with other agencies, and | understand
recommendations coming from various sectors within thehat the matter is also being considered by Premier and
community. That is exactly what | did. That report has nowCabinet in determining a way in which the report can be
been brought down by that independent committee. | haveeleased. It is a situation that | think has been very positive
considered that. Because itis a SAAP program (a Commoras far as South Australia is concerned, and | think there is a
wealth-State program), it has to be approved by the Federdit of positive information in that report which the people of
Minister. That is exactly where itis. | should hope that within South Australia should know about.

a couple of weeks | would be in a position to announce the Ms STEVENS: Publicly available, Minister?

final recommendations, and | am disappointed that the people The Hon. D.C. Wotton: No, it is not publicly available
from Hope Haven were not able to wait until that report wasat this stage.

released. | would suggest that it would have been totally The CHAIRMAN: There being no further questions, |
appropriate for them to do so. declare the examination of the vote completed.

The CHAIRMAN: | suggest to the member for Elizabeth
that there is an opportunity for about three minutes to put
questions on notice if she wishes. She has the alternative of
putting them on the House of Assembly Notice Paper later.
What would you prefer to do?

Minister for Family and Community Services—Other
Payments, $2 650 000—Examination declared completed.
Ms STEVENS: | shall quickly ask one final question and
put the rest on notice. Minister, what happened to a report
commissioned by you, | believe, to the South Australian
Centre for Economic Studies called ‘The Quality of Life

Project'?

] ADJOURNMENT
The Hon. D.C. Wotton: That report has been considered

by the Human Services Committee of Cabinet. It has been At 9.57 p.m. the Committee adjourned until Thursday
given considerable consideration. A process is being worke26 June at 11 a.m.



